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Announcements

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

• West Concord Community Blood
Drive will be held on Monday, April 8,
from 12:30 - 5:30 p.m. at Faith Commu-
nity Church. The church is located at 305
State Street North (Hwy 56). Call 1-800-
733-2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.org (enter
West Concord) to schedule an appointment.
• GriefShare support group meets Sun-

days, 3-5 pm, atAnchorOf Hope Church,
203 East Main Street, Dodge Center, MN.
Contact Dale E Rood at 507-633-2772 for
more information. Registration is available
on the GriefShare website or by calling Pas-
tor Rood. This is for anyone experiencing
the loss of a loved one, friend, or other sig-
nificant person in their lives.
• The United Methodist Church of

Dodge Center at 20 First Street NE offers
a dine in and carry out meal from 5:00-
6:00pm the third Wednesday of each
month.

Local author Terry Eckstein held a press
conference in Mantorville to protest his book
being banned in a Mantorville bookstore.
Eckstein has previously authored two chil-
dren's novels, which are offered for sale at
the Mantorville Art Guild. Eckstein's latest
release is a book he says was inspired by his
career in the Human Resources department
at a Dodge County business.
The Mantorville Art Guild and other Man-

torville residents countered his claim, stating
that the book wasn't banned, but that the Art
Guild decided not to stock the book for sale
in their store since their clientele consists of
a large number of elementary children, which

attend their cultural programs and they felt
that the adult nature of the subject of the book
as well as the graphic detail of the sexual es-
capades he writes about were inappropriate
for that age group.
The book, "Behind Closed Doors", is the

author's version of what went on fifteen years
ago while he was employed and subsequently
terminated from his position. He has added a
"trigger warning", in the forward of the novel
because of the sensitive subjects and graphic
rendition of his version of the stories while
he was employed in that profession.
The book is available online at Amazon as

well as Johnson's General Store in Kasson.

Local Author Claims Book Banned
APRIL 3, 2024 Volume 5 • Issue 7

(additional pictures on page 9)

Dodge County’s Greatest Anodyne
 16 West Main, Dodge Center

 507-273-9530
 Follow Us on Facebook @THEANNADINE

LIVE MUSIC!
 Featuring Todd Owen and Becky Schlegle

 Friday, April 19th • 7-10p.m.
Lady’s Happy Time  Thursday, April 4  4:30-6:30p.m.
Open Mic  Thursday, April 4  7:00-10:00p.m.
Open Mic  Thursday, April 18  7:00-10:00p.m.

Dodge County Commissioners
February Meeting
The Dodge County Commissioners met

in regular session February 13, 2024, in the
Board Room at the Dodge County Gov-
ernment Services Building.
Mr. Kohlnhofer informed the Board that

the Claremont hearing for the turnback of
CSAH 5 and CR G was originally sched-
uled for March 12th, 2024. This hearing
has to be rescheduled due to the townships
annual meeting being scheduled on that
date. The township informed the Highway
Department that no other meeting may be
held on March 12th, 2024.

Dodge County Expo
Terry Eckstein

(continued on page 4)

Steel, Farm Machinery, Car Bodies, Aluminum, 
 Copper, Batteries, Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm • June-October Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408   I   www.ldrecycling.com



Page 2 April 3, 2024- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER -

Religion

E-mail your church announcements, 
 schedule, etc. to the The Messenger at: 

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Faith Lutheran Church
 308 2nd St. NW, Dodge Center

 Pastor Jessica Bakken Busch • 507-374-2174
 Traditional Worship 8a.m.; Fellowship 9a.m.

 Christian Education 9:15a.m.
 Contemporary Worship 10a.m.

 Grace Lutheran Church
 404 Central Avenue N, Dodge Center

 Rev. Elliott Malm• 507-633-2253
 https://gracedc.church

 Worship 9a.m.; Sunday School 10:30a.m.

 Praise Fellowship Church
 602 Central Avenue S, Dodge Center

 Roger Langworthy • 507-374-6400
 Kidz Church 9:15a.m.; Sunday Worship 9:30a.m.

 Dodge Center Methodist Church
 201 1st St. NE, Dodge Center

 Rev. Chad Christensen • 507-374-6885
 Sunday Morning Worship at 8:15a.m.,

 Fellowship Time Following

 St. John Baptist De La Salle
 20 2nd St. NE, Dodge Center • 507-374-6830

 Mass Saturday 5p.m.

 Living Water Assembly Church
 104 1st St. NW, Dodge Center
 Roy Andrews • 507-374-6561

 Sunday 10a.m.

 Dodge Center SDA Church
 410 3rd Ave. SW

 Dodge Center • 507-374-6895
 Sabbath School 9:15a.m.; Saturday Worship 11a.m.

 Anchor of Hope Church,
 a 7th Day Baptist Congregation
 203 E. Main St., Dodge Center • 507-374-6755

 Saturday 10a.m. Worship; 11:45a.m. Sabbath School

 Bible Lutheran Church
 (American Assoc. of Lutheran Churches)

 11  1st Ave. N.E., Dodge Center
 www.biblelc.org  •  612-803-1212

 Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.
 (weekly sermons available on You Tube and on website)

 First Congregational Church
 12 Second Street NW

 Dodge Center, MN 55927 • 507-633-6873
 www.congregationalchurchdc.com

 Keith Mosier, Pastor

DODGE CENTER WEST CONCORD
Faith Community Church

 305 State Street N, West Concord • 507-527-2244
 Pastor David Breederland

 Sunday 9:30a.m. Worship; 10:45a.m. Sunday School
 www.fccwc.org

 Facebook: WC Faith Community Church

 Hegre Lutheran, ELCA
 51939 Highway 56 Blvd., Kenyon • 507-527-2353

 Sunday: 9:15a.m. Sunday School; 10:30a.m. Worship

 Trinity Lutheran, ELCA
 301 Highland St., West Concord • 507-527-2778
 Pastor Chad Christensen • trinitychurchwc.net
 Sunday worship video is posted on Facebook: 

 Trinitylutheranchurchwestconcordmn
 Sundays 9:45a.m. Worship in building and live streamed on 

 Facebook.
 Sunday School 10:30a.m.

 Tuesday Men’s Bible Study, 7:00a.m.
 at church and via Zoom

 Call church for more information on ministries and events.

 Church of Christ
 55087  200th Ave., West Concord • 507-527-2723

 Pastor Peter Moen
 9:00a.m. Sunday School; 10:30a.m. Worship

 concordchurchmn.com

 Zwingli United Church of Christ
 “The Berne Church”

 23148 Co. Hwy. 24, West Concord • 507-356-4340
 Pastor Karen Larson

 Sunday 10:00a.m. Worship; Find us on Facebook

CLAREMONT
1st Presbyterian Church

 200 East Street, Claremont • 528-2320
 Pastor Doug Walters

 Sunday Worship at 10:00a.m.

 St. John Lutheran Church
 4532 SE 84th Avenue, Claremont • 528-2404

 Pastor Alan Broadwell
 Sunday Service at 10:30a.m.

 Area Church Directory

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY :
160 26th St NE, Owatonna

 507-413-0819
 Dining Room Open 7 Days a Week

 11:00am-10:00pm
 www.plazamorena.com

Jesus Unites Us
 I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me 

 and I in you, you will bear much fruit. . . .  —  John 15:5
 Are we really united to Jesus like branches to a vine? Yes, 

 and amen! And does that mean we are also united with other 
 people who are Christians? Yes, it does.

 If we are united with Christ, we are like a branch of the 
 holy vine of God. Yet there are other branches too, and the 
 people represented by all those branches are loved by God 
 just as we are—even if we might disagree with them in 
 some ways or don’t understand why they believe as they do. 
 Sadly, there are divisions in the worldwide church of Jesus 
 Christ, and those can often be ugly and unnecessary. Do 
 different Christians see things differently? Yes. Do they act 
 differently? Yes. May we separate from them, when they are 
 living branches in the vine of Christ? No. To do so would be 
 arrogant and hurtful.

 Sometimes, however, people come up with false teachings 
 that deny the truth of Christ (as in 1 John 2:18-27). And if 
 they insist on following those teachings, they can mislead 
 others and cut themselves off from the vine of Christ. That 
 is a terrible tragedy, and we need to know how tragic it is 
 when something like that happens. Let’s do all we can to 
 remain united with Christ and with the other branches of 
 Christ’s church. Jesus says, “If you keep my commands, 
 you will remain in my love. . . . Love each other as I have 
 loved you.”

 Forgive us, Lord, if we think that we are always right 
 and that others should conform to our way. May we seek 
 unity in you, the true vine. Amen.

MAIL
 35 West Main Street

 P.O. Box 33, Dodge Center, MN  55927

 PHONE/TEXT 507-649-3327

 FAX 507-645-9878
 For advertising information call

 Terry at 507-951-7417
 or email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 Published in cooperation with Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
 © 2024, Dodge Center, Claremont, West Concord Messenger.   All rights reserved.

It’s the third day since Jesus died by cruci-
fixion, on a cross, like a murdering thief.
Buried in a borrowed tomb.
It’s the third day. But we are not in

Jerusalem gathered in the Garden of Gethse-
mane. We do not find the disciples gathered
in the upper room for a Sunrise surprise
party— We do not see banners—plastered
with gigantic red letters that read—"Welcome
back Jesus" stretching across main street in
Jerusalem.
It’s the third day…and we find ourselves,

with two of Jesus’ disciples on their way out
of town…leaving Jerusalem… on the road to
Emmaus. It is about 5:00 in the evening as
they walk—huddled close together. They talk
frantically between themselves in excited,
hushed tones about all that has happened in
the last few days:
"Did you see? Did you see the way Peter

denied ever knowing him?"
"Did you see the way the Master looked at

him…that look of knowing….that look of
forgiveness…that look of grief…I’ve never
seen a look like it. And probably never will
again."
"Did you see how they beat him with the

whip until his back was nothing more than
bloodied, dangling strips of meat?"
"Did you see tears welling up in the eyes of

the centurion whose servant Jesus healed?"
"Can you believe how the crowd shouted

for Barabbas’ release?"
"Can you believe how they turned on

Jesus?"
"Can you believe some of the same faces I

know I saw among the 5,000…the same faces
shoving fish and bread in their mouths till
they had their fill when Jesus was teaching
on the hillside—cursing and spitting on him
as he struggled up that hill…"
"Did you wince, like I did, every time the

hammer struck the nails…piercing through
his wrists and the soft tops of his
feet….again…and again….and again.
"Did you hear his words," My God , My

God, why have you forsaken me?
Maybe it’s true…Maybe he wasn’t the Cho-

sen One…After all, it’s the third day…" The
two men are on their way back home.
They’ve had enough of this city and the
crowds and all that transpired over the last
few days. Only last week they were among

the crowds’ waving branches and shouting,
“Blessed is He who come in the name of the
Lord!”
Instead of celebrating they are walking

with shoulders slumped, heads down and
their hearts broken. Two friends of Jesus
heading home.We’re only given one of their
names, Cleopas. As we consider that first
Easter, I challenge you to take our unnamed
disciple’s place as we travel this Emmaus
Road. Both of you have had a terrible week.
Your friend, your ‘savior’ died on a cross in-
stead of breaking the hold of Rome upon the
people of Israel. It’s a sad day, it’s a sad
walk! As you and your friend are walking
along a stranger joins you on the road. A
stranger that seems to be clueless to the tran-
spiring of the week before. The stranger
hears them talking and asks, “What are you
talking about?" At this they stopped dead in
their tracks. Their eyes staring at the ground.
“Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do
not know the things that have happened
there in these days?" Luke 24:18-19.
"What rock did you crawl out from under?"
Did you just arrive? The whole city is talk-
ing about all the things that have happened
in the last few days.
Jesus asks simply, "what things?" And this

begins their dialogue as they travel down the
road. Neither recognizes who it is- the scrip-
ture says that God kept them from recog-
nizing Jesus- they certainly weren’t
expecting to see Him as they walked home.
They believed He was dead and gone- we
need to remember there wasn’t any halo
over his head, there wasn’t a glow about
him- he again appeared as any ordinary man

walking down the road.
They had resigned themselves to believe

Jesus was just a Prophet…a Prophet gently
tucked away into a rich man’s grave. There
are many long-faced…despairing…deeply
sad people walking around today because
they can’t see Jesus walking right there be-
side them! The truth is: if you don’t recog-
nize him as a living Lord —you won’t
recognize Him at all.
Many sad, despairing people now, make

the same mistake as those two disciples on
the road to Emmaus. They see Jesus as an
ancient prophet tucked away into a tomb a
long time ago…as an ethics professor…a
good teacher from 2000 years ago with a lot
of well-meaning ideas and good intentions
that just don’t work out in the real world. A
good role model… A good man…Just a
prophet of old…So they miss the company
of the living Lord that longs to have a rela-
tionship with them as He walks alongside
them each and every day. He is available to
any that would call upon His name. In verse
21 it says, they "had hoped" He was the one
who was going to redeem Israel. They had
hoped He was the Messiah. They had hoped
He was going to change their world. And
most disturbing of all; "It’s the third day!"
They didn’t recognize the truth, staring

them in the face. They had heard the gospel
message! They had heard the good news;
Jesus is alive! But they weren’t sure.
Walking right alongside them in their dis-

belief, their disappointment, their doubts;
Jesus was there! He was just waiting to be
recognized! Just waiting for them to see
Him, to recognize Him. Jesus is still here

What
Things?

and He is listening with patience to every
word waiting for eyes to open wide with re-
alization. You see they knew Jesus the man.
The knew Jesus and his words. But they had
never known him yet as the risen savior—the
resurrected Lord.
Jesus is asked to give the blessing and then

he breaks the bread!!! That one action
opened their eyes to the reality of who He
was! Their eyes were opened! They saw
JESUS!
What will it take for your eyes to be

opened? Jesus is right here today. This is
HIS day!!! He is here. Celebrate His resur-
rection! His tomb is empty! See Jesus’ heart
for you. When you see Him- you make a
choice- to follow or to ignore. The choice is
yours….

Sunday, April 21 at 1:00pm
 Bell Tower Event Center

 West Concord

Celebration of Life
 for

 Al Gilbert
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Community & Obituary

Nathan J. Avery
Nathan JohnAvery, 46, of Wanamingo, died Friday, March 29, 2024 at St. Marys Hos-

pital as the result of a head injury.
He was born December 2, 1977 in Owatonna, Minnesota the

son of Mark and Vicky (Hanson) Avery. He grew up in West
Concord and attended Triton School.
At a young age, he began working with his father running

equipment, then worked for Jason French on his farm, L & D
Recycling, Hutton Drainage, and was currently a heavy equip-
ment operator at B.H. Heselton Construction.
Nathan was a quiet, caring, and generous person. He was the

one you called when you needed help, knowing he’d be right
there for you. Nate was fearless and adventurous (always will-

ing to try new things), a problem solver (he knew how to fix most things), and dedicated
to his work, which he loved.
He was married to Jackie Morten and they were blessed with two children, Jordyn and

Rylan. He loved children and was a good teacher. He enjoyed family time and was fond
of his dogs.
He is survived by his children, Jordyn (Greysen) Deblaay of Kasson and Rylan Avery

of Kasson; partner, Erin Fjerstad of Wanamingo; mother, Vicky Avery of Wanamingo;
siblings, Heidi (Tony) Mueller of Ramsey, Heather Avery Overson of Mantorville and
Mark “Tony” (Jamie)Avery ofWest Concord; step-children, Dylan (Makayla) Fitzpatrick
of Rochester and Kirsten (Matt) Schultz of Waltham; grandchildren, Weston and Hazel
Deblaay, Bryant, Maverick, Logan and Eli Fitzpatrick andWaylon Schultz and other rel-
atives and friends.
He was preceded in death by his father, MarkAvery; grandparents, Lloyd and LaVonne

Avery and John and Elaine Hanson; close cousin, Johnathon Lowery and other relatives.
Visitation will be at Michaelson Funeral Home in Owatonna on Wednesday, April 3rd

from 4:00 - 7:00 PM and on Thursday from 10:00 - 11:00 AM. Funeral services will be
held Thursday, April 4, 2024 at 11:00 AM at Michaelson Funeral Home in Owatonna
with Pastor Jim Avery officiating. Interment will be in the Concord Cemetery in Con-
cord Township.

OBITUARY

A farm dog -- for companionship and pro-
tection.
Monica's daughter had two dogs, both lab-

crosses. Together, they could get into so
much trouble!! If they weren’t locked in their
kennels each and every time the family left
the home, disaster would greet them upon re-
turn: upturned garbage cans spilling their
contents, pillows and sofa cushions strewn
about, shoes chewed, once they even man-
aged to open the refrigerator door and raid the
contents. Mocha and Ice didn't have a bad
life, but their weekdays were relegated to
their kennels. Ice was a sweetie with those he
knew – but a car accident had left him with
only three legs and abuse made him untrust-
worthy around strangers, particularly men.
Mocha was an easy girl with a wonderfully
loud, deep, (and often too frequent) bark.
After a few lessons at PetCo, Mocha knew
basic commands and actually followed them
on occasion.
Mocha absolutely loved her new-found

freedom. She followed Monica everywhere,
although she kept a safe distance when the
chainsaw was in use. The rule of "No Dogs
on the Couch" was quickly forgotten – when
Monica was on the couch, Mocha was there.
When Monica was in bed, Mocha was there.
The two spent many hours outside each day,
and she was Monica's constant companion.
Cats – for amusement and critter control.

Monica is adventuresome and brave, but
when it comes to rodents and snakes Monica
reacts like a typical girl.
Never mind that Monica fearlessly drove

her 4WD Jeep over / through trails (and
creeks and large rocks) in Minnesota and
Wisconsin with the Dakota Dirt Diggers. (An
important lesson that would also serve her
well on the farm: “If you aren’t getting stuck,
you aren’t learning anything.”) All by her-
self, Monica traveled 49 states and several
Canadian provinces on a Goldwing motorcy-
cle. In 2005 she volunteered to be deployed

with the Naval Reserve: ten days later she
was on a plane to CENTCOM in Tampa for
paperwork and immunizations; two weeks
later she was on the long flight to Qatar.
Brave, yes. But when it comes to snakes

and rodents, Monica actually believes she
can levitate when startled by either. Perhaps
it is the scream that gives the extra lift. Cats,
for critter control, were absolutely essential.
So four kittens came to the farm: two from

CraigsList, two from a friend. Each grand-
child was tasked with naming one kitten.
Cuddles and Tippie were siblings (who hated
each other and hissed whenever the other
drew near). Shelley and Oliver were lively,
curious, and chased each other all over the
house. Slowly, the kittens were given greater
outdoor freedom as they grew.
One dog, four cats, and dozens of boots

(Monica, kids, grandkids, friends of grand-
kids) can bring in a tremendous amount of
dirt and mud from the outside. The barely-
nice house with easy-to-clean floors was ap-
preciated.
Autumn turned to winter. The days got

shorter and colder. Claudia, who for decades
had heated her homes exclusively with wood,
assured Monica that the fire could burn all
day without supervision. It could burn all
night too. If the grandkids wanted to find the
kittens, the fireplace was the first place they
looked.
Every January, the fifth grade teachers and

students headed to Eagle Bluff for a three-
day field trip. This was the first extended
"vacation" Monica would be away from
home. (Not really a vacation, having to su-
pervise all those children – and their parents.)
But it was a wonderful learning experience
for the kids, many of whom had lived their
entire lives in apartments with hundreds of
TV channels and piles of video games.
Mocha returned to Ice's house for a three-day
sleepover. Thermostats for the electric
heaters were set to 55 degrees. Food and
water was left for the kittens ... although one
wasn't looking well. Shelly was lethargic and
showed little interest in food or water. Either
she would be okay, or she wouldn't. Monica
left for the field-trip, hoping for the best.
The internet was slow at Eagle Bluff, but

Monica looked up symptoms of feline dis-
eases. She asked for advice from the teach-
ers. All symptoms pointed to feline leukemia

– a death sentence for
Shelley and probably the
other three. It was a
long three days and a
dreaded return home.
Mocha was thrilled to

be out of the suburbs
and back on the farm
where she could run free again. Three kit-
tens seemed fine, but Shelley was seriously
ill. Monica still had two days before the
weekend to consider options. Her colleagues
sympathetically suggested that Shelley be
taken to the vet for a confirmed diagnosis and
to be euthanized. All the suburban friends
agreed.
But Monica resolved: wasn't she a farmer

now? Farmers don't take their cats to the vet
to be euthanized – they do it themselves.
Farmers do not let their animals suffer. It
was a difficult, agonizing, painful decision.
But when she got home from school that day
and saw the pitiful state Shelley was in, Mon-
ica knew what she had to do. It was a rough,
rough weekend – but she knew she had done
the right, the farmer thing.
Several months later, Oliver started going

downhill — the same symptoms. This time
the decision was no easier, but farmers do not
let their animals suffer. Oliver’s suffering
was shorter, and the decision was easier,
though no less painful.
Monica felt she had just passed a huge

milestone in becoming a legitimate farmer.
The first, difficult steps had been taken.

Down on the Farm/
Up at the Cabin
Becoming a Farmer:

First Steps
By Monica & Claudia Vanderborght

Mocha

38 W Main St, Dodge Center  •   507-633-6355
 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com  •  www.dclandtitle.com

 From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex commercial or farm real estate 
 transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is committed to providing real estate 

 transactional expertise and personal customer service.
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County Commissioners

February
Dodge County
Commissioners

Meeting
(continued from page 1)

cussions were held with Canisteo Township
Officers and a public hearing regarding the
revocation was held February 6, 2024. Dur-
ing the public hearing it was generally agreed
by everyone present that this 3-mile section
of CR K fits more appropriately at the town-
ship level. These roads are generally within 3
miles of more improved county roads and do
not substantially make connections between
other county roads or destinations. Therefore,
they do not fit in the county network and are
more suited to be township roads. County
Highway staff will meet with township offi-
cers and a list of projects and improvements
will be developed. These projects will be
completed by the county during the 2-year
mandatory transition period. Included in the
Board packet was the proposed resolution
which revokes CR K, from CSAH 9 to
CSAH 13, as a county road and places it
under the jurisdiction of Canisteo Township.
Sunrise Trail Improvement Grant Applica-
tionAssistant County Engineer Travis Martin
reported the Minnesota Department of Natu-
ral Resources (MnDNR) offers a Federal
Recreation Trail Grant aimed at promoting
the maintenance and development of motor-
ized, non-motorized, or diversified trails by
providing financial assistance. The Highway
Department is in the process of preparing an
application for this grant, which offers up to
$200,000 and requires a minimum 25%
match. Their intended use of the grant funds

is to pave a 1.5-inch overlay on the 2.2-mile
stretch of the Sunrise Trail and improve
trail/roadway crossings. The estimated total
cost of the construction project is $316,000,
with the remaining $116,000 to be covered
by local county funds. For this they would
use wheelage tax funds for the local share. If
the grant is successfully selected, the funds
will become available in October 2024, and
construction is anticipated to commence in
the summer of 2025. The project is located
on existing public owned lands between Kas-
son and Mantorville; and WHEREAS the
County of Dodge recognizes that it has se-
cured $116,000 in local cash matching funds
for this project and must provide a twenty-
five percent (25%) cash match. NOW,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, if the
County of Dodge is awarded a grant by the
Minnesota Department of Natural resources,
the County of Dodge agrees to accept the
grant award and may enter into an agreement
with the State of Minnesota for the above ref-
erenced project. The County of Dodge will
comply with all applicable state and federal
laws, environmental requirements and regu-
lations as stated in the grant agreement. BE
IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the applicant
has read the Conflict-of-Interest Policy con-

tained in the Trail Program Grant Manual and
certifies it will report any actual, potential, or
organizational conflicts of interest upon dis-
covery to the state related to the application
or grant award. BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED, the Board of Commissioners of
the County of Dodge names the fiscal agent
for the County of Dodge for this project as:
Lisa Kramer Director of Finance Dodge
County 721 N Main Street Mantorville, MN
55955 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the
County of Dodge hereby assures the Sunrise
Trail Improvement Project will be maintained
for a period of no less than 20 years.
Mr. Miller provided the Board with a pres-

entation on the state of the county's water for
2023. The Environmental Project Manager
discussed the following with the Board: · · · ·
Regional Nitrate News Dodge County Nitrate
Statistics Volunteer Nitrate Monitoring Net-
work Support in Dodge County Commis-
sioner Allen and Commissioner Toquam
discussed funding the One Watershed One
Plan groups are receiving and the difficulties
they are experiencing with spending that
money. It was suggested that Mr. Miller reach
out to these entities to see if any of those
funds could be used to improve water qual-
ity in Dodge County. (continued on page 5)

Claremont Township has requested that we
move the hearing to April 9th, 2024. The
township is willing to recess their regular
meeting for the turnback hearing. The hearing
would be held after the Hayfield Township
turnback hearing at 6:30 p.m. The County En-
gineer is recommending that the Board set the
Claremont Township turnback hearing for
7:45 p.m. April 9th, 2024 to allow time to
complete the turnback hearing in Hayfield and
get to Claremont. Motion by Toquam sec-
onded by Tjosaas to move the CSAH 5 and
CR G Turnback Hearing with Claremont
Township to Tuesday, April 9th, 2024 at 7:45
p.m. as requested.
Revocation of CR K to Canisteo Township

The County Engineer reported the process to
revoke the designation of the North side of
CR K, from CSAH 9 to CSAH 13 as a county
road and turn it back to Canisteo Township
has progressed throughout the past year. Dis-
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February
Dodge County
Commissioners

Meeting
(continued from page 4)

Commissioner Allen indicated that he be-
lieves Goodhue County is ahead of Dodge
County in their efforts to clean up their wa-
ters. Commissioner Toquam noted people can
come in and get free water test kits from En-
vironmental Services. The Environmental
Project Manager clarified that they have a
limited amount of free water test kits, and
when they are gone, they won't get another
batch of free test kits again until August. Mr.
Miller reported county residents still have the
option to purchase water test kits for a fee
once all of the free test kits have been distrib-
uted. Commissioner Toquam stated she feels
the environmental practices they have in place
now are better than they were 30 years ago.
Ms. Toquam noted although farmers today are
more aware of their impact on the environ-
ment and take steps to protect the environ-
ment, they are still being blamed for issues
that may have been created by the farming
practices years ago. Mr. Miller reported he be-
lieves we have better practices in place now
and that is likely the reason that they are see-

ing the nitrate levels coming down. The
Board thanked Mr. Miller for the update.
Brandon Servantez, Veteran Services Offi-

cer Resolution Request toAccept a Donation
from ClaremontArea Chamber of Commerce
Mr. Servantez reported that the Claremont
Area Chamber of Commerce donated $500
to put towards a new veteran services vehi-
cle.
Paul Kiltinen, County Attorney Legal Up-

date Mr. Kiltinen provided the Board with a
legal update. The County Attorney informed
the Board that they are now doing a jury trial
calendar every month. This is different than
what they've been doing, but it's helping to
get some of the stale cases done. Mr. Kilti-
nen reported it's also easier for them because
they can plan around when a jury trial is
going to happen.
Mr. Hicks informed the Board that Dodge

County IT is looking for approval to pur-
chase all planned computers for 2024 at one
time. The total cost for computers this year
is $72,175. They are also looking to get the
Microsoft Cloud project started. In order to
do this, Information Technology will need to
purchase our subscriptions and hire a vendor
to help them out with this setup. The annual
recurring subscriptions cost will be $125,400
with an additional $20,000 to hire a vendor to
help us migrate to The Microsoft Cloud. The
Director of Information Technology reported
that both of these items are in the budget for
2024.
Mr. Rose reported that he has the city and

school contracts for this year signed by City
Administrators and Superintendents. These
contracts are figured as was discussed during
their budget presentation last year and are in
need of Board Chair signatures. Contract
terms and costs were listed as follows Triton
School District School Resource Officer
Services $18,144, Hayfield School District
Resource Officer $14,730. City of Claremont
Law Enforcement Services $75,190. City of
Dodge Center Law Enforcement Services
$318,683. City of Hayfield Law Enforce-
ment Services $159,341. City of Mantorville
Law Enforcement Services $107,334 Com-
missioner Allen informed the Board that he
had concerns with the cost of the SRO Offi-
cer services and had an opportunity to dis-
cuss those concerns with the Sheriff prior to
the meeting. Mr. Allen was concerned with
the fact that the amount the schools were
being charged for the SRO services weren't
enough to cover the actual cost of the offi-
cers wages. Sheriff Rose informed Commis-
sioner Allen that he inherited the contract
amounts when he became Sheriff and that he
has increased the SRO fees to the schools
each year by 3% since he took office. Those
fees were handled differently by the previous
Sheriff and didn't keep up with the cost of the
actual services that were being provided.
Sheriff Rose assured the Board that when he
has an opportunity to adjust those rates, such
as the most recent increase in SRO services
at the Triton School District, he has adjusted
the rate to reflect the actual cost to provide
those services. Mr. Rose noted the current
rate is figured using 8 months of a Deputy's
salary, which aligns with the length of the
school year.
Sheriff Rose reported he is providing this

lease update at the request of the Board
Chair. The Sheriff’s Office has nine Tahoes
that are waiting on parts for upfitting at the
upfitters in Kasson. This is essentially 2 years
of vehicles because of the market and backup
with manufacturers, which was unfortunately
out of their control. Four of these squads are
replacing older owned vehicles, and five are

replacing the Durango’s which were the first
leased Enterprise vehicles. As soon as they
have all the equipment and the squads are up-
fitted, these vehicles will go into service and
the Sheriff’s Office will have Enterprise sell
the vehicles being replaced. Moving forward,
these nine Tahoes will remain in service for 4
years. They will then be sold and replaced
based on mileage and other factors. The eq-
uity once sold will get rolled back into the
lease to pay down the increased cost for new
Tahoes. The equipment in these Tahoes will
be used for two cycles, or 8 years - so they’ll
have to pay labor in 4 years to switch out the
equipment, but shouldn’t incur much for new
equipment costs. Sheriff Rose noted this is
one rotation cycle where they will have more
than four or five vehicles to upfit, but unfor-
tunately the market dictated that, not the
Sheriff’s Office. The goals of this program
were listed as follows: 1) Keep their staff in
up-to-date vehicles to keep their Deputies
safe and the public safe. 2) Reduce mainte-
nance/repair costs. 3) Utilize equity to keep
monthly rates low. 4) Make annual budget-
ing simple. 5) Quality equipment attracts
quality candidates. Commissioner Toquam
wanted to know if the Sheriff plans to stay
with Tahoes now. Mr. Rose reported that they
plan to stay with the Tahoes. They are a bet-
ter vehicle, they can re use the equipment if
the body style doesn’t change too much, and
it’s the preferred squad.
Mr. Harbaugh reported that in order for the

building to be erected at the Fairgrounds the
county will have to hire an inspector for soils,
concrete, and steel inspections along with a
summary report. This is typical of all proj-
ects and AB Systems assumes $3,800 of the
contracted amount as part of the project, the
Facilities & Fleet Manager will work with
AB Systems on the details of processing the
payments/credits. Commissioner Allen re-
ported that the county will have to absorb the
remaining cost of the inspections.

(continued on page 6)
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A PLAN FOR EVERYONE
• Life • Health
• Annuities • IRA’s

• Employee Benefits • Long Term Care

• Medicare Supplements/Part D

FAHNING & ASSOCIATES LLC
Beth Hanggi

35 W. Main St., Dodge Center • 507-374-6342 • www.fahningandassocs.com

Providing our clients with the best coverage and value
for their insurance needs for more than 50 years.

February
Dodge County
Commissioners

Meeting
(continued from page 5)

The Dodge County Commissioners met in
regular session February 27, 2023, in the
County Board Room at the Dodge County
Government Services Building, Mantorville,
MN, at 5:00 p.m.
Mr. Martin presented for the Board’s con-

sideration the 2024 weight restrictions reso-
lution. The resolution lists the routes and
segments as they are posted for Spring Load
Restrictions. Restriction timing is recom-
mended by MnDOT utilizing various meth-
ods to monitor thawing index and frost out.
This timing notice is provided with a three-
day advance of placing restrictions on State
roads. As our roads are not typically built to
the standards of the average State road we fol-
low the initiation of load restrictions but then
keep ours on approximately two weeks longer
in the spring. As weather is unpredictable it
is difficult to guess what road thawing is
going to be like during any given season. The
proposed resolution authorizes the County
Engineer to set the timing of the load restric-
tions as necessary for the season.
The Community & Business Development

Specialist reported the Economic Develop-

ment focus in 2023 seemed to be heavily
weighted in the child care arena for Dodge
County. The lack of child care spaces in
small communities can pose significant chal-
lenges for families and impact various as-
pects of community life. Adequate, quality
child care options are crucial for workforce
participation, especially for parents. Which
is why a significant amount of time was spent
addressing the lack of child care spaces and
attempting to retain the providers that are li-
censed in the County and surrounding area.A
shift in the availability and quality of child

care services is due to retirement of
providers. In 2000, there were about 86 li-
censed child care providers in Dodge County
and as of 2023, that number was closer to 45.
Without child care, it impacts the labor force
participation rate, particularly among parents
with young children. The retirement of
providers creates a ripple effect that extends
beyond the child care sector, influencing var-
ious aspects of the economy, education, real
estate, and community well-being. The na-
ture and magnitude of these effects depend
on local factors, policies, and the adaptability
of the community to address changing needs.
Multiple programs from the State, Southern

Minnesota Initiative Foundation and other re-
sources are available to increase child care
capacity and the EDA will continue to stay
on top of them and work with MN Prairie,
school districts, centers and the Dodge
County Licensed Child Care Association
(DCLCCA) providers to see how they can
continue to retain, recruit and increase ca-
pacity and providers in the County.
Commissioner Peterson expressed his dis-

pleasure with the rifle supplies that were pur-
chased by the Sheriff's Office as listed on
page 8 of the bills, in the amount of
$11,164.01.

COMMUNITY 
 GROWN INSURANCE

www.vsgmi.com   

North Risk Partners
 Rochester

 2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100
 Rochester, MN

 Phone: 507-288-7600
 Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com

 Insurance Brokers
 of  Byron

 505 Frontage Rd NE
 Byron MN 55920

 Phone: 507-775-7280
 Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com

 Sviggum Agency
 133 Main Street

 Wanamingo
 Phone: 507-824-5105

 Email:
 agent@svigguminsurance.com

 Kalass Agenty
 242 Main Street
 Zumbrota, MN

 Phone: 507-732-7614
 Email:

 kalassagency@kalassagency.com

 We’ve Got Your
 Family’s Back

 Personalized insurance solutions 
 to protect your family’s future
 and security, no matter what.

WE’RE
ONLINE!

Keep Up
With Your

Hometown News
at

www.claremontmn.net
www.dodgecentermn.com

www.westconcordmn.net
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MDANowAccepting
Applications for

Livestock Investment Grants
Deadline to apply is 4 p.m.

on May 2, 2024
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture

(MDA) is once again accepting applications
for the Agricultural Growth, Research, and
Innovation (AGRI) Livestock Investment
Grant. Minnesota livestock farmers and
ranchers looking to make improvements to
their operations are encouraged to apply.
Livestock Investment Grant funds can be

used for equipment purchases and physical
improvements to help start, improve, or ex-
pand livestock operations in Minnesota. Ex-
amples of reimbursable investments include
— but are not limited to — the construction
or improvement of buildings or facilities for
producing livestock, watering systems, fenc-

ing, feed equipment, and livestock waste
management equipment.
The MDAwill award up to $650,000 in this

round of Livestock Investment Grants using
a competitive review process. Applicants
may apply for up to 10% of their project’s
total cost, with a maximum grant award of
$25,000. Only expenses incurred after the
grant contract has been signed by all parties
are eligible for reimbursement.
All principal operators of livestock farms in

Minnesota are invited to apply, including
those who have received Livestock Invest-
ment Grants in the past. However, preference
will be given to applicants or farms that have
not previously been awarded a grant. Only
one application will be accepted per farm.
For the purposes of this program, livestock

includes beef and dairy cattle, swine, poultry,
goats, mules, bison, sheep, horses, farmed
cervids (deer, elk), ratites (flightless birds in-
cluding emu), and llamas.
Applications for the grant will be accepted

until 4 p.m. Central Time on Thursday, May
2, 2024. Visit theAGRI Livestock Investment
Grant web page to access the full request for
proposals (RFP) for further eligibility details.
Funding for the Livestock Investment Grant

is made available through the MDA’s AGRI
Program, which administers grants to farm-
ers, agribusinesses, schools, and more
throughout the state of Minnesota. TheAGRI
Program exists to advance Minnesota’s agri-
cultural and renewable energy sectors.

New MDAGrants Available to
Aid in Weather Resilience

Program will help farmers and ranchers
prepare for extreme weather events

Recognizing the risks posed by extreme
weather, the Minnesota Department of Agri-
culture (MDA) is offering a new grant oppor-
tunity to help eligible producers make their
operations more resilient to drought, flood-
ing, and severe weather events like storms,
tornadoes, and straight-line winds.
The Preparing for Extreme Weather Grant,

also referred to as the Prepare Grant, offers
one-time competitive grants of up to $10,000
for Minnesota livestock and specialty crop
producers to buy and install supplies and
equipment for weather event preparation. It
requires a 50% match.
“In the past few years, we’ve seen examples

of extreme weather like record flooding and
drought affect farming operations throughout
Minnesota,” said MDACommissioner Thom
Petersen. “These grants will help producers
bolster their operations and get ahead of the
curve in terms of anticipating and managing
the risks of future weather events.”
For the purposes of this grant program:
Livestock includes beef and dairy cattle,

swine, poultry, goats, mules, bison, sheep,
horses, farmed cervids (deer, elk), ratites
(flightless birds including emu), and llamas.
Specialty crops include fruits and vegeta-

bles, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture and
nursery crops, and floriculture. See USDA’s
list of Specialty Crops for further examples.
Eligible projects include — but are not lim-

ited to — water tanks, pipelines, and wag-
ons/trailers; wells (new improvements, fixes,
replacement pumps); irrigation equipment
(including drip irrigation); fans; misters; live-
stock shade systems; and windbreaks.
The MDA expects to award 50 to 75 grants

with the $500,000 available for this program
and encourages producers to apply early. Ap-
plications will be accepted through 4 p.m.
Central Time onApril 23, 2024, and the MDA
will notify applicants as soon as possible, but
no later than May 31, about whether their pro-
posal was funded.
Full grant details and the request for pro-

posals (RFP) can be found on the MDAweb-
site.
The Preparing for Extreme Weather Grant

is funded by theAgricultural Growth and Re-
search Initiative (AGRI) Program, which sup-
ports advances in Minnesota’s agricultural
and renewable energy sectors.

Grants
Available

through the
MN Dept. of
Agriculture

See pictures on page 8.
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Region 8 FFA Awards Night

Members of the 3rd place Crops Team pictured left to right: Andrew Holtet, Wade
Holtet, Brady Staub, and Caleb Chilson.

Members of Triton FFA that attended the Region 8 Awards Night
Back row left to right: Tristan Nelson, Jacob Kasper, Noah Kasper, John Moenning,
Caleb Chilson, Andrew Holtet, Brady Staub, Wade Holtet
Front row left to right: Cadence Spearman, Savannah Peterson, Gabby Geers, Elyssa
Robinson and Jason Wolf

Members of the 3rd place Nursery Landscape Team. Pictured Left to Right: Savannah
Peterson, Tristan Nelson, and Gabby Geers. Missing from the picture are Jenna Ken-
worthy and Kianna Skalicky

Second Place Meats team. Members pic-
tured left to right: Jacob Kasper, Noah
Kasper, John Moenning and Jason Wolf.
Missing from the picture isAustanAdreon

Region Star Farmer John Moenning and
Region Star in AFNR Research Cadence
Spearman

Region Star Farmer John Moenning Region Star in AFNR Research Cadence
Spearman
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Dodge County Expo
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Minnesota MDA & DNR

Garden Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: May 11, 18  •   Sundays: May 12, 19
 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

 Take a drive in the country and shop in our log cabin filled with crafts and antiques!

Potpourri Mill Log Cabin
Lori and Darwin Amy

2290 County 49 Blvd., Dennison, MN
Email: cabincrew@frontiernet.net

or call 507-649-1009

Garden Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: May 11, 18  •   Sundays: May 12, 19
 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

 Garden Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: May 11, 18  •   Sundays: May 12, 19
 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Ahead of the planting season, the Minnesota
Department ofAgriculture (MDA) is remind-
ing farmers of proper storage guidelines for
bulk fertilizer.
Bulk liquid fertilizer can contaminate soil,

surface water, and groundwater if a storage
tank or pipe leaks. Dry fertilizer can also
leach into the environment if it is placed on
the ground and mixes with snow and rain.
To limit the risk of environmental impacts,

liquid fertilizer tanks must be inside a con-
tainment system that will hold any spills. This
is called secondary containment. Dry fertil-
izer must be stored on an impervious surface
and in a roofed area that will protect its con-
tents from the elements. There may be other
requirements depending on the location of the
stored dry fertilizer.

Farmers storing any amount of dry bulk fer-
tilizer on the farm must get an MDA bulk
storage permit. Farmers must also get an
MDA permit if they’re storing more than
6,000 gallons of liquid fertilizer.
The storage permit application must include

drawings for secondary containment. An ap-
plication, along with a $100 fee, must be sub-
mitted prior to the start of construction or
storage of any dry fertilizer or more than
6,000 gallons of liquid fertilizer. The permit
application can be found on the MDA web-
site.
Failing to comply with bulk fertilizer stor-

age requirements may result in further en-
forcement actions by the MDA.
Contamination from a release may also result
in a costly environmental cleanup that could
be averted when liquid bulk fertilizer tanks
or dry fertilizer is in an MDApermitted con-
tainment. As a reminder, a release of fertil-
izer into the environment is an incident that
must be immediately reported to the Min-
nesota Duty Officer at 1-800-422-0798.
For more information on bulk storage and

permits, contact Matthew Parins at 651-201-
6587 or Matthew.Parins@state.mn.us.

MDA Reminds
Farmers of Proper

Bulk Fertilizer
Storage

Minnesota State Park Summer Tours
Now Taking Reservations

By Minnesota DNR
This summer, Minnesota state parks will offer tours introducing visitors to the Iron

Ranges’ mining history, prairie life, and the longest cave in the state.
Reservations are now available for tours at Lake Vermilion-Soudan Underground Mine,

Blue Mounds, and Forestville/Mystery Cave state parks. Schedules and reservation in-
formation are available on the state park tours webpage of the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources website.

Returning in 2024: Soudan Underground Mine tours at
Lake Vermilion-Soudan Underground Mine State Park

Minnesota has been a powerhouse in the production of iron ore starting with the state’s
first iron ore mine, the Soudan Mine, which opened in 1882 and operated until 1962. Un-
derground mine tours will return in May after being closed the last two years due to an
extensive restoration project. The mine shaft restoration was completed in December
2023 and new interpretive exhibits are coming to the visitor center in April. In addition,
this year marks the 100th anniversary of the installation of the mine shaft hoist in the en-
gine house.
“The Soudan Mine is a living memorial that honors all who immigrated to the Iron

Ranges of Minnesota to seek a better life for themselves,” said Sarah Guy-Levar, inter-
pretive services supervisor at the park. “We are eager to share the major improvements
with our visitors and help people fully immerse themselves in the authentic experience
of an underground miner.”
The Soudan Underground Mine offers historic tours where visitors travel 2,341 feet —

nearly one-half mile — underground by cage on authentic, expertly maintained hoisting
equipment. Once underground, participants board a train and ride nearly a mile to the last
and deepest area of the mine. On the tour, visitors hear true stories of the miners and learn
firsthand about the working conditions that made this underground iron mine the safest
of all the Iron Range mines.
Historic tours run daily from Memorial Day weekend through the end of September. In

October, tours are offered on weekends through the third weekend of the month. Mine
tours are fully accessible. Reservations are highly recommended as tours frequently sell
out. (continued on page 11)
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Minnesota DNR
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BBuussiinneessss LLiinnkkBBuussiinneessss LLiinnkkBusiness   Link

Tatge
 Jewelry

 Awards By Tatge
 Since 1975

 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN
 (507) 789-6522

BAKER’S
 TIRE SERVICE

 507-824-2264
 11361 Hwy. 60 Blvd

 Wanamingo

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue
 651-923-4441

 Lodermeiers.net

 • Machinery Storage
 • Commercial
 • Livestock Buildings
 • Garages

Bruce Freerksen
 (507) 273-9110

 brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com
 West Concord, MN

SIFT  (SAVE IT
 FROM

 TRASH)

 THRIFT STORE
 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
 Saturday 9am to 5pm

 DOUG AND MARY KLATT
 www.sift4you.com
 Call us today!  507.259.2386

Todd Ryan
 651-764-5590

 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com
 Goodhue, MN
 Branch Office

Grain and Livestock Hedging

www.drsquarefoot.com
 651-246-4146

Best Fertilizer for Land is      of the Owner

Real
Estate

Auctions
Liveand SealedBids

DODGE, GOODHUE, 
 WABASHA, AND RICE 

 COUNTY AREA FARMERS

 Losing soybean yield to
 White Mold and

 Sudden Death Syndrome?
 We can help!

 Call Colin at 1-306-716-4964
 www.headsupST.com

PLACE YOUR AD ON THIS PAGE
 Call Terry at 507-951-7417

 or Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Minnesota State
Park Summer

Tours Now Taking
Reservations

(continued from page 10)

Prairie and bison tours at
Blue Mounds State Park

Blue Mounds State Park, in the state’s far
southwest corner, offers a 90-minute bus tour
into a vast prairie that might include the sight-
ing of the park’s massive bison herd. These
powerful wild animals can be elusive, so
there’s no guarantee of seeing one. However,
prairie life — such as grasses, prairie flowers
and other wildlife — can easily be seen on
the tour.
“The bison's story of resilience shows us

just how powerful the prairie can be,” said
Tiffany Muellner, interpretive naturalist at
Blue Mounds State Park. “Taking the tour is
a great way to experience some of that story
and discover how the prairie is so much more
than grass."
Tour reservations are required. Prairie and

bison tours run Thursday through Sunday

fromMemorial Day to Labor Day, and week-
ends from mid-September to mid-October.
The tour bus is equipped with a lift and can
accommodate one wheelchair per tour.
Mystery Cave tours at Mystery Cave at
Forestville/Mystery Cave State Park

Covering 13 miles, Mystery Cave is Min-
nesota’s longest cave. Forestville/Mystery
Cave State Park offers a variety of tours
through the cave, including the one-hour
lantern tour, the one-hour scenic tour, the
two-hour geology tour, and the four-hour
wild caving tour. Each tour takes visitors to
different areas of the cave and showcases sta-
lactites, stalagmites, flowstone, fossils, and
cave pools.
“Mystery Cave is unique because of its in-

terconnectedness to so many wonderful
things,” Cave Manager Dawn Ryan said.
“When visitors leave the surface and go un-
derground into Mystery Cave, they quickly
discover the cave is its own environment de-
fined by water. Everywhere you look, water
is dripping, flowing or pooling. Water flow-
ing through the cave contributes to the beau-
tiful cave formations and provides habitat for
rare cave life.”
One-hour scenic tours begin May 11 and

run through Oct. 20, and are offered multiple
times daily. These tours are fully accessible.

Reservations are recommended, but walk-ins
will be accommodated based on availability.
The 12:20 p.m. and 3:20 p.m. tours on week-
ends are not reservable and are for walk-ins
only.
The lantern, geology and wild caving tours

are offered on weekends only, and reserva-
tions are required. Participants in these tours
should read the cave tour webpage for details
about age restrictions, footwear require-
ments, and conditions that participants will
encounter. Lantern and geology tours are
available fromMemorial Day through Labor
Day. Wild caving tours run from June 1 to
Aug. 24.

State park vehicle permits
A state parks vehicle permit is not needed

for the parking area at the visitor center at
Soudan Underground Mine or the Stuntz Bay
parking lots; visitors will need a vehicle per-
mit to enter other areas of the park, including
the campground.
Tour participants at Blue Mounds and

Forestville/Mystery Cave state parks will
need a vehicle permit to drive into the park for
their tour.
The permit cost is $7 per day, or $35 per

year for unlimited visits to all state parks and
recreation areas. Vehicle permits can be pur-
chased on the state parks permit webpage or
in person during open hours at state park
ranger stations.
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Community

Milo Peterson Ford Co.

SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW.MILOPETERSONFORD.NET
 3020  457th Street Way, Kenyon • 507-789-6113 • SALES HOURS: M-T-Th 7:30a.m.-8p.m.; W-F 7:30a.m.-6p. m.; Sat. 8a.m.-4p.m.

Drive into Spring with a Ford from Peterson Ford
2021

 FORD F-150
 XLT
 4WD

4 door super
 crew cab, 5.5 box,

 25,150 miles, rapid red, 
 2.7L ecoboost V-6

 #23067U

6,620 miles, 
 carbonized gray 

 metallic, ecoboost 
 2.0L I4, turbocharged

 #23158U

 14,248 miles, stone 
 blue metallic, 

 ecoboost 2.0L I4 
 turbocharged

 #23213U

 25,400 miles, star 
 white metallic, 

 ecoboost 2.0L I4 
 turbocharged

 #23189U

2021 FORD 
 RANGER 
 LARIAT

 4WD

Super crew cab, 5 box,
4 door, 17,475 miles, 

 oxford white, 2.3L 
 ecoboost, turbocharged

 #23209U

2022
 FORD 

 MAVERICK 
 XLT 4WD

Super crew cab,
 4 door, oxford white, 

 9,130 miles, ecoboost 
 2.0L turbocharged

 #23207U

$40,999

 2022 FORD 
 BRONCO 
 SPORT 

 BADLAND 4x4

$33,690

 2022
 FORD EDGE 

 SEL
 AWD

$28,775

 2022 FORD 
 ESCAPE 

 TITANIUM 
 AWD

$29,350

$37,999 $28,999

Spring Car Care
 At Milo Peterson Ford Co., our highly qualified technicians
 are here to provide exceptional service in a timely manner.

 From oil changes to transmission replacements,  we are dedicated to maintaining
 top tier customer service, for both new and pre-owned car buyers!

 Allow our staff to demonstrate our commitment to excellence.
 Call our service department to schedule your maintenance needs.

 Open Monday thru Friday 7:30am to 5pm.
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Keeping your name
in front of your

potential customers
is an essential part
of marketing your
business in todays
competitive market.

Call Terry at 507-951-7417 or
email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com to
place your ad in the next Messenger

- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER -

Community & Legal Notices

Ask
a Trooper

By Sgt. Troy Christianson
of the Minnesota State Patrol

Question: I am puzzled as to why seat belts
are mandatory in vehicles along with a fine
for not complying but our precious cargo in
school buses are not required to wear them?
Answer: School buses are one of the safest

modes of transportation even without seat-
belts. School buses are safer because of their
large size and design. School bus interiors are
designed on “compartmentalization”, which

packs seats closely together and covers them
with energy-absorbing pads. This minimizes
their movement upon impact. According to
the National Highway Traffic SafetyAdmin-
istration, less than one percent of all traffic
fatalities involve children on school trans-
portation vehicles.
You can avoid a ticket — and a crash — if

you simply buckle up, drive at safe speeds,
pay attention and always drive sober. Help us
drive Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths.
If you have any questions concerning traf-

fic related laws or issues in Minnesota send
your questions to Sgt. Troy Christianson –
Minnesota State Patrol at 2900 48th Street
NW, Rochester MN 55901-5848. (Or reach
him at, Troy.Christianson@state.mn.us)

Mother’s Day Brunch Menu
 Sunday, May 12 th

Serving 9:00a.m.-3:00p.m.

 37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 
 Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM

 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
 Bar Open Later

 507-645-9992  •  www.firesidelounge.net

 Call 507-645-9992 for Reservations
 Regular Menu Available 3:00-8:00 PM

Treat Mom to
 Sunday Brunch

 at Its Best!

WEDNESDAY Enjoy Our Jumbo” Wings Specials!  BBQ Rib Dinner - 1/2 or Full Rack (begins at 4:00p.m.)
 THURSDAY $3.50 All Taps, Domestic Bottles, Rail Drinks!  16oz. Margarita Special!  Taco Specials!  Fajita Spe cials!  

 FINALLY FRIDAY All You Can Eat Fish Dinner
 SATURDAY Hand Battered Jumbo Shrimp or Slow Roasted Prime Rib

 SUNDAY Enjoy Our Sunday Breakfast Beginning at 9a.m. and Sunday Pasta Features

 Daily Features

Concord Township Residents

Chloride application forms and stakes will be available
at the town hall starting April 15, 2024. Forms and

payment must be returned by May 10th to:
Gregory Hayne
21746 570th St.

Dodge Center, MN 55927
Chloride application date will be dependent on weather

and rock spreading.

LEGALNOTICE

City of West Concord
Notice of Public Hearing

Small Cities Development Program Grant

Notice is hereby given that the City of West Concord will conduct a public hearing on
April 18, 2024, at approximately 6:30 p.m. at the West Concord Bell Tower Center, 401
Main Street West Concord, MN 55985. The City of West Concord was awarded a Small
Cities Development Program Grant for housing and rental rehabilitation. The public
hearing is an opportunity for property owners to provide feedback on the original Citi-
zen Participation Plan and any substantial amendments to it, or to the activities for which
SCDP funds are used.A representative from Southeastern Minnesota Multi-County Hous-
ing and Rehabilitation Authority will be in attendance. For more information about the
program guidelines, or to apply, contact GrantAdministrator Sara Fuher at SEMMCHRA
at 651-565-2638, ext. 221.

DODGE CENTER SUMMARYCOUNCILMINUTES
Monday, March 11, 2024

This published information is a summary of the full minutes of the March 11, 2024
Dodge Center City Council meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for viewing
at City Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.
Present: Bill Ketchum, Gary Trelstad, Cathy Skogen, Paul Blaisdell, Matt Maas, Lee

Mattson, Mark Barwald, AJ Gengler, Jeremy Dostal, Deputy Josiah Rehmann, Tim
Woessner, City Attorney and Kathy Freeman
The City Council approved the following items:
• Agenda and consent agenda to include February 26, 2024 City Council Minutes, Feb-

ruary 5, 2024 Planning & Zoning Minutes and Payment of Bills;
• Amendment to Ordinance No. 161, Subd. 10; Paragraph B, First Sentence by adding

“Signage” after marquee;
• Adoption of Ordinance No. 161, Second Series – An Ordinance Amending City Code

Chapter 4 Regarding Permitted Encroachments;
• Chief Dostal’s hiring of Colin Kimball, Kyle Olevson and Dave Schmelter pending

background checks;
• Acting Director Gengler’s hiring of Austin Grow, a paid-on-call EMT;
• Ambulance Services support of Bill HF3992;
• Ambulance Services opposition of Bill SF4835;
• Application by staff for SMIF grant;
• Membership renewal in Chamber of Commerce;
• Food vendor parking on City property;
Meeting adjourned at 6:37 pm

Do You Have An Announcement?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!

News, Photos, Events...
Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: EUROPEAN CAPITALS
ACROSS
1. Parting words
6. Broadcasting acronym
9. Taj Mahal city
13. Ernest, to mommy
14. "Fat chance!"
15. Fits of shivering
16. Rundown
17. Historical period
18. "____ its weight in gold"
19. *Namesake of famous pact signed in 1955
21. *"The City of a Hundred Spires"
23. Financial assistance
24. Bird's groomer
25. Pod nugget
28. Fountain order
30. Duck dish a certain way
35. Picture on a coat
37. Feline vibration
39. Stocking fiber
40. Stink to high heaven
41. Cocoyam, pl.
43. Pelvic bones
44. Frost over (2 words)
46. Stew bean
47. Sleeveless garment
48. Predicament
50. Snakelike fish
52. Hi-____ monitor
53. Toothy wheel
55. *Street, in capital city in #38 Down
57. *On the Danube
60. *On the Thames
63. Virtue, in Italian
64. *Street, in capital city in #25 Down
66. Dashboard instruments
68. Beside, archaic
69. Geological Society of America
70. Type of heron
71. Parks or Luxemburg
72. Pecking mother
73. Like oboe's sound

DOWN
1. "____ the land of the free ..."
2. Cold one
3. Peruvian Empire
4. Miss America topper
5. Blood infection
6. Prepare to swallow
7. *Dublin's cultural quarter neighborhood, "Temple
____".
8. Parallelogram, e.g.
9. All excited
10. Spiritual leader
11. Network of nerves
12. Certain something in a tray
15. Rouse
20. Take puppy from a pound
22. "Hamilton: An American Musical" singing style
24. Great ____ Reef
25. *On the Seine
26. Not slouching
27. Arabian chieftain
29. Like Roman god Janus
31. *Also the most populous city in Ukraine
32. More ill
33. Neil Diamond's "Beautiful ____"
34. Annoying tiny biters
36. Arctic jaeger
38. *Located in boot-shaped country
42. Sound of artillery
45. Kind of hickory nut
49. Jack's inferior
51. Like a Grammy nominee
54. Frustration, in print
56. "A bird in hand is worth two in the bush," e.g.
57. Source of veritas
58. Wraths
59. Volcano in Sicily
60. Ground beef description
61. Fairytale giant
62. "All You ____ Is Love"
63. Variable, abbr.
65. Put to work
67. Hog heaven
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Whether you have an existing account or would like to open a new Traditional
 or Roth IRA, there’s no time like the present to start planning for the future.

 We offer a wide range of investment choices and expert guidance to help you 
 make the most of your retirement savings.

Call or stop in today!
 There’s still time to make a contribution to your IRA for the 2023 tax year.

 LLooookkiinnggLooking
ttoo lloowweerrto lower
yyoouurr ttaaxxyour tax 

bbiillll??bill?
It’s not too late to reduce your taxable income for 2023

 with a contribution to your retirement account.

See us for all your Spring
 home improvement loan needs!

 PLANNING A SPRING PROJECT?

www.heritagebankmn.com
 WEST CONCORD:  181 Main Street 507-527-2236

NORTHFIELD:  1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736

 DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929




