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Five Young Women Named Dairy Princesses

This Door's For You!

By Cheri Roshon
Rod French has
big doors. Really
big doors! At
French Manufactur-
ing, you will find
the solution to your
entryway in any ca-
pacity. Located at
20960 636th Street
in Dodge Center, you will find Rod hard at
work in his own steel fabrication shop he
began in 2001, after many years of working
in the industry. (continued on page 9)

Announcements

* The Claremont American Legion
Aucxiliary will have poppies available at
several businesses May 20 through
May 24. On Monday, May 27th, treats
will be served (free will offering) at the
Legion Hall after the cemetery programs.

e GriefShare support group meets
Sundays, 3-5 pm at Anchor Of Hope
Church, 203 East Main Street, Dodge
Center, MN. Contact Dale E Rood at
507-633-2772 for more information.
Registration is available on the Grief-
Share website or by calling Pastor Rood.
This is for anyone experiencing the loss
of aloved one, friend, or other significant
person in their lives.

* The United Methodist Church of
Dodge Center at 20 First Street NE of-
fers a dine in and carry out meal from
5:00-6:00pm the third Wednesday of
each month.

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

The Dodge County Dairy Princesses for
2024 were named at a banquet on Saturday
evening April 13th.These young women will
represent the dairy industry in the county for
the next year.

Olivia Baskett, daughter of Michelle and
Michael Doughtery of Rochester is spon-
sored by Olson Motor Repair of Pine Island.
Alita Rinehart, daughter of Amanda Rinehart
and Brian Rinehart of Kasson is sponsored
by Carriage House Animal Hospital of Kas-
son and Dodge Vet Clinic of Dodge Center.
Elyssa Robinson, daughter of Shane and Jac-
inta Robinson of West Concord is sponsored
by Moenning Meats of Dodge Center. Ellie
Sauder, daughter of Stan and Amy Sauder if
Pine Island is sponsored by Clint Renken of
Nelson Dairy Consultants Inc. Cadence
Spearman, daughter of Nick and Melissa
Herrick of West Concord and Josh and

Left to right: Olivia, Ellie, Alita, Elyssa and Cadence

Tammy Spearman of Mantorville is spon-
sored by Gochnauer Farms of West Concord.

The friend of the dairy award was presented
to Ron and Mary Whitaker for their dedica-
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firing, and a prop to hold the gun steady. The first device, or "lock" for mechanically fir-
ing a gun was called a "Matchlock" which appeared in the early 1400's.

Guns

By Cheri Roshon

Have you ever stopped to wonder where
and how the first guns were invented and
used? Well, since this article is all about
firearms, I decided to look into it.

I found out that the first recorded use of a
gun was a rifle used in 1364, and the his-
toric period lasted with important revisions
until 1892. The first guns were fired, liter-
ally by holding a burning wick to a "touch
hole" in the barrel, lighting the powder in-
side. The shooter would use one hand for

(continued on page 8)
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Electric Inc.
507-528-2578

64005 130th Ave.
Claremont, MN
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Bucket Truck Service
Repairs or Troubleshooting

Electrical Design and Design Builds

tion to managing the malt stand each year at
the Dodge County Fair.

Dodge County
Cowboy Church

The Dodge County Cowboy Church started
about eight years ago when Charles Schaal
was the pastor at the Congregational Church

in Dodge Center. (continued on page 8)
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Friday, April 19th ¢ 7-10p.m.

Open Mic  Thursday, April 18  7:00-10:00p.m.
Open Mic  Thursday, May 2 7:00-10:00p.m.
Open Mic  Thursday, May 16 7:00-10:00p.m.
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507-273-9530
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Confident About
Eternity

By Pastor Roger Langworthy
Praise Fellowship Church

All of us face the reality of life on earth
coming to its end. Do you ever wonder about
what comes after that? I know there are some
that have had near death or temporary death
experiences and have described an experience
of being outside of their body, yet still con-
scious of things happening. They come back
and share their brief experience. But what of
those who have died and don’t come back?
What is their experience and how is it that we
can know with any certainty about what that
experience will be for us when we die?

If you believe the Bible to be God’s Word
and the truth for all time, there is much that it
has to say about life on earth and life after our
time on earth is done. Even the familiar pas-
sage of John 3:16 says, “For this is how God
loved the world: He gave his one and only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him
will not perish but have eternal life.” From
this verse we see how great God’s love is for
everyone and the result of his love is eternal
life in contrast to “perishing.” But the quali-
fier is “everyone who believes”.

God never forces himself on anyone, but he
offers a gift for people to receive his grace and
his salvation. The only reason that we would
perish is that we don’t receive the gift that
God offers and so we pay the consequences
of our own wrongdoing. Romans 6:23 “For
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of
God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our
Lord.”

Through our faith in God’s grace, we receive
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the promise of eternal life and that brings
much peace about what happens after life on
earth is done. James 4:14 says, “How do you
know what your life will be like tomorrow?
Your life is like the morning fog—it’s here a
little while, then it’s gone.” We don’t have a
certainty about how many days we have here
on earth. Even if we live to be a hundred, it
will still be like a vapor compared to eternity.

There is much to be discovered about eter-
nal life. The Bible refers to a few things, but
there are also things that cannot be described
in human terms (see 2 Corinthians 12:4). But
the biggest change we will experience per-
sonally is the change of our bodies. The bod-
ies that we have now are called “corrupted”
and are decaying daily (that’s why we die).
But the Bible says that we will be raised up
incorruptible. (See 1 Corinthians 15, 2
Corinthians 5). The Bible also says that we
don’t fully know what we will be like, but we
will be like Jesus who has already raised
from the dead. 1 John 3:2 “Dear friends, we
are already God’s children, but he has not yet
shown us what we will be like when Christ
appears. But we do know that we will be like
him, for we will see him as he really is.”

If you do not yet have this confidence and
certainty about your future, please follow the
Biblical instructions of Romans 10:9-10 to
have the confidence of your own salvation
and the promise of eternal life. Romans
10:9-10 “If you openly declare that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
For it is by believing in your heart that you
are made right with God, and it is by openly
declaring your faith that you are saved.”
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TRITON CLASS OF 2024

Y 204 d1 SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Elizabeth Hukee is a senior at
Triton this year.

Her parents are Jull and Mike
Hukee.

She has one sister Jessica.
Elizabeth is active in student
council, MHS, SADD and theater.
Outside of school she is involved
in Club Volleyball and enjoys
reading, baking and Just Dance.
She like Rom-Com movies like
How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days
and actress Julia Roberts.

After graduation she plans to
attend Bemidji State University of
UofM Duluth.

ELIZABETH HUKEE

SPONSORED BY

Ag Drainage
Residential
Excavation

Municipal & Directional
Drilling Services

www.hodgmandrainage.com
507.528.2225

& Faith Lutheran Church
308 2nd St. NW/, Dodge Center
Pastor Jessica Bakken Busch ¢ 507-374-2174
Traditional Worship 8a.m.; Fellowship 9a.m.
Christian Education 9:15a.m.
Contemporary Worship 10a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
404 Central Avenue N, Dodge Center
Rev. Elliott Malme 507-633-2253
https://gracedc.church
Worship 9a.m.; Sunday School 10:30a.m.

Praise Fellowship Church
602 Central Avenue S, Dodge Center
Roger Langworthy ¢ 507-374-6400
Kidz Church 9:15a.m.; Sunday Worship 9:30a.m.

Dodge Center Methodist Church
201 1st St. NE, Dodge Center
Rev. Chad Christensen ¢ 507-374-6885
Sunday Morning Worship at 8:15a.m.,
Fellowship Time Following

St. John Baptist De La Salle
20 2nd St. NE, Dodge Center * 507-374-6830
Mass Saturday 5p.m.

Living Water Assembly Church
104 1st St. NW, Dodge Center
Roy Andrews * 507-374-6561
Sunday 10a.m.

Dodge Center SDA Church
410 3rd Ave. SW
Dodge Center * 507-374-6895
Sabbath School 9:15a.m.; Saturday Worship 11a.m.

Anchor of Hope Church,
a 7th Day Baptist Congregation

203 E. Main St., Dodge Center * 507-374-6755
Saturday 10a.m. Worship; 11:45a.m. Sabbath School

Bible Lutheran Church
(American Assoc. of Lutheran Churches)
11 1st Ave. N.E., Dodge Center
www.biblelc.org ¢ 612-803-1212
Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.
(weekly sermons available on You Tube and on website)

First Congregational Church
12 Second Street NW/
Dodge Center, MN 55927 « 507-633-6873
www.congregationalchurchdec.com

- Keith Mosier, Pastor
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Are we really united to Jesus like branches to a vine? Yes,
and amen! And does that mean we are also united with other
people who are Christians? Yes, it does.

If we are united with Christ, we are like a branch of the
holy vine of God. Yet there are other branches too, and the
people represented by all those branches are loved by God
just as we are—even if we might disagree with them in
some ways or don’t understand why they believe as they do.
Sadly, there are divisions in the worldwide church of Jesus
Christ, and those can often be ugly and unnecessary. Do
different Christians see things differently? Yes. Do they act
differently? Yes. May we separate from them, when they are
living branches in the vine of Christ? No. To do so would be
arrogant and hurtful.

Sometimes, however, people come up with false teachings
that deny the truth of Christ (as in 1 John 2:18-27). And if
they insist on following those teachings, they can mislead
others and cut themselves off from the vine of Christ. That
is a terrible tragedy, and we need to know how tragic it is
when something like that happens. Let’'s do all we can to
remain united with Christ and with the other branches of
Christ’s church. Jesus says, “If you keep my commands,
you will remain in my love. . . . Love each other as I have
loved you.”

Forgive us, Lord, if we think that we are always right
and that others should conform to our way. May we seek
unity in you, the true vine. Amen,

CLAREMONT

1st Presbyterian Church

200 East Street, Claremont ¢ 528-2320
Pastor Doug Walters
Sunday Worship at 10:00a.m.

St. John Lutheran Church

4532 SE 84th Avenue, Claremont * 528-2404
Pastor Alan Broadwell
Sunday Service at 10:30a.m.

Pastor David Breederland
Sunday 9:30a.m. Worship; 10:45a.m. Sunday School
www.fccwe.org

Facebook: WC Faith Community Church

Hegre Lutheran, ELCA
51939 Highway 56 Blvdl., Kenyon » 507-527-2353
Sunday: 9:15a.m. Sunday School; 10:30a.m. Worship

Trinity Lutheran, ELCA
301 Highland St., West Concord ¢ 507-527-2778
Pastor Chad Christensen * trinitychurchwe.net
Sunday worship video is posted on Facebook:
Trinitylutheranchurchwestconcordmn
Sundays 9:45a.m. Worship in building and live streamed on
Facebook.
Sunday School 10:30a.m.
Tuesday Men’s Bible Study, 7:00a.m.

at church and via Zoom

Call church for more information on ministries and events.

Church of Christ
55087 200th Ave., West Concord ¢ 507-527-2723
Pastor Peter Moen
9:00a.m. Sunday School; 10:30a.m. Worship

concordchurchmn.com

Zwingli United Church of Christ
“The Berne Church”

23148 Co. Hwy. 24, West Concord ¢ 507-356-4340
Pastor Karen Larson

Sunday 10:00a.m. Worship; Find us on Facebook

Email your church announcements,
schedule, etc. to the The Messenger at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY:

% 160 26th St NE, Owatonna
507-413-0819
Dining Room Open 7 Days a Week

11:00am-10:00pm
www.plazamorena.com
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Merwin Lindahl

Merwin Lindahl, 84, of Dodge Center, MN
passed away on April
6, 2024 at the
Fairview Care Center
in Dodge Center,
MN.

Merwin was born
in Dodge Center,
MN on August 1,
1939 to Marvin and
Charlotte (Langwor-
thy) Lindahl. He
grew up in Dodge
Center. When he was old enough he worked
with his Dad in S & L Motor and Implement
repairing cars and farm machinery.

He graduated from Dodge Center High
School in 1957. On September 18, 1959 he
married Arlys Madery.

In 1961 he was hired as a bookkeeper for
Underground Construction which later be-
came Donaldson Construction. He worked
there until 1988. He then worked for Energy
Economics until retiring in 2001.

Merwin was a volunteer fireman for the
Dodge Center Fire Department for 30 years.
He was a founding board member of the
Dodge Center Sportsmen’s Club in 1965. He
was the treasurer until 2019. His favorite ac-
tivity was trap shooting.

He is survived by his wife of 64 years, Arlys
and two sons; Larry (Lynn) of Roland,
Arkansas and Dan (Jane) of Rochester, MN.
Six grandchildren, Ashley (Brad) Gartner, An-
drew Buechler, David (Maylene) Lindahl,
Marie (Caleb) Stark, Danny (Katie) Lindahl
and Naomi Lindahl. Two great-grandchildren
Clayton and Quinn Gartner; sister Irene Con-
rad of Santa Barbara, CA.

He was preceded in death by his parents, his
brother and sister-in-law Robert & Lois Lin-
dahl and brother-in-law Devon Conrad.

A funeral will be held at 2 p.m., Saturday
April 20, 2024, at Praise Fellowship Church,
602 Central Avenue South, Dodge Center,
MN with Pastor Roger Langworthy officiat-
ing. Visitation will be held one-hour before
the service.

Memorials may be given to Praise Fellow-
ship Church, Dodge Center Fire Department,
Dodge Center Sportsmen’s Club or charity of
your choice.

Gloria Grace Alberts
Gloria Grace Alberts of Mantorville, passed
away Monday, April 1,
2024 at Mayo Clinic
Hospital — Saint Mary’s
Campus in Rochester,
Minnesota.  Gloria
was born April 12,
1927 to Irvin and
Delilah (Vanderhyde)
Martig.
She grew up as an
only child with her par-
ents on a farm outside
West Concord. Gloria at-
tended elementary and high school there,
graduating from West Concord High School.
On August 10, 1944, she married Orvis Al-
berts and they were blessed with two sons;
Richard and Ronald. A few years later the
couple started farming east of Kasson and
later purchased a farm north of Mantorville
where they farmed until retiring.

Gloria worked for some time in the Dodge
County Nurses Office; later leaving there to
concentrate on farm living. Upon leaving
farming, Gloria obtained her license to sell
real estate to assist her husband who had a
real estate business.

Gloria and Orvis enjoyed traveling and vis-
ited some countries in Europe as well as trav-
eling to Hawaii. They spent a few winters in
Florida and later purchased a house in Tuc-
son, Arizona where they enjoyed the warmth
of winter weather there.

Gloria was very active in church life; first
at the Congregational Church in Mantorville
and later as a member of St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Kasson. She was a member of the
Order of the Eastern Star chapter in Man-
torville for many years, serving as Worthy

Matron as well as many other stations until
the chapter closed.

Gloria enjoyed golfing at Zumbro Valley
Golf Course where she could be seen fre-
quently on ladies’ day golfing with friends.
She was a member of the VFW Auxiliary of
Mantorville and also a member of the Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary in Kasson.

Gloria is survived by grandchildren Joel Al-
berts of Kasson, Paul (Heidi) Alberts of Kas-
son, Sarah (Shane) Witt of Whitehall, WI,
Michael Alberts of Eau Claire, WI, Matthew
(Mikayla) Alberts of Cadott, WI and Nathan
Alberts of Osseo, WI; five great-grand-
daughters and two great-great grandchildren;
daughter-in-law Sue Alberts and three sisters-
in-law as well as many nieces and nephews-
in-law.

Gloria was preceded in death by her par-
ents, husband Orvis and sons Richard and
Ronald.

The funeral service for Gloria was held Sat-
urday, April 6th at 11:00 A.M. at St. John’s
Lutheran Church, 301 8th Ave. NW, Kasson.
Pastor John Wiesenburger officiated. Visita-
tion was at the church one hour prior to the
service. Burial was at Evergreen Cemetery,
Mantorville, MN.

In lieu of flowers, the family prefers me-
morials be directed to the Mantorville Senior
Citizens Center, 601 Clay Street, Mantorville,
MN 55955.

It is sad to let her go, but she is now happily
re-united with her family in heaven with God.

Wynn E. Frederick
Wynn E. Frederick, 75 of Chisholm died
peacefully with his
family by his side on
Wednesday, March
27,2024 at Heritage
Manor in Chisholm.
He was born June
10, 1948 in
Rochester, MN, to
Charles and

\ = Marieta
—= (Church-
ward) Fred-

erick. He graduated from West Concord High
School and from Staples Technical College
for Mechanical Engineering.

Wynn was a United States Navy Veteran
and received the National Defense Service
Medal and the Vietnam Service Medal (2
Stars).

On April 19, 1969, he and Virginia L. Wil-
son, his Jr. High School sweetheart united in
marriage at the Hegre Lutheran Church in

West Concord and were soon to celebrate
their 55th Wedding Anniversary. Together,
they were longtime residents of Chisholm
since 1978.

Wynn worked for the Hibbing Taconite
Mining Company as a Maintenance Me-
chanic for 32yrs and was also an EMT for the
Chisholm Ambulance Service (20yrs). He
was a member of the Chisholm United
Methodist Church, Chisholm Curling Club,
Hibbing Elks Lodge and American Legion
Post 247. Wynn loved riding his Trail 90 and
cruising in his convertible and would often
stop at the local tire shop. He also looked for-
ward to his Friday and Saturday night rides
with friends. He enjoyed spending time out-
doors fishing, hunting, biking, snowmobil-
ing, sitting around campfires, boating,
gardening and grilling. He will be fondly re-
membered for his garage hospitality serving
up venison jerky, homemade wine, cheap
beer and wok popcorn with music and con-
versation. He was also known to fix and build
almost anything. But above all, Wynn en-
joyed watching his grandkids in sports, grad-
uate and become good human beings!

Wynn is survived by his loving wife Vir-
ginia, daughters, Stacey (Jeremy) Rodorigo
and Stephanie (Todd) Petersen, three grand-
children: Sage Hopke, Madyson Hopke and
Brecken Rodorigo, two brothers, Kerry (Sue)
Frederick, Bryce (Brenda) Frederick, sister,
Debbi (Tim) Fishbach and numerous nieces
and nephews. He is preceded in death by his
parents and beloved dogs Freckles and
Chelsea.

A celebration of Life will take place at a
later date. Arrangements are entrusted to
Rupp Funeral Home & Cremation Service,
Chisholm.

Gary Ewing Abrahamson
Gary Ewing Abrahamson, long time resi-
dent of Tracy, MN, passed

out of this life in Apache
Junction, Arizona, Febru-
ary 27th, 2024 at age 83.
He was born in Dodge
County, MN to
Pearl and

Dorothy  Abra-

hamson on March
31,1940. Growing

up on the
@@= family
—= farm

with his
siblings Delia, Arnold and Cindy, he gradu-
ated from High School in West Concord,
MN.

Gary joined the US Navy and served for
five years. While there, he married Arlene
Leiting in 1961 and had two children,
Kathryn in 1963 and Jeff in 1969.

After returning home, the family lived in
Rochester, MN where Gary worked as a car
mechanic and then began work with the nat-
ural gas distribution company, where he was
promoted from service technician in
Rochester and then Farmington, MN to man-
aging the local office in Tracy, MN.

He became an over the road truck driver
after leaving the gas company and enjoyed
seeing America from coast to coast. Gary re-
tired in 2003 and was preceded in death by
Arlene in 2012. Donna Ho ffman became his
wife in 2013 and they traveled between

homes in Minnesota and Apache Junction,
AZ, where he settled in for the last time in
2021.

Gary was preceded in death by Arlene Abra-
hamson, Pearl Abrahamson, Dorothy Saxer
Abrahamson, sister Delia Do ffin.

He is survived by his brother Arnold, wife
Judy, and sister Cindy Tate, his children, Je ff
and Marcie Abrahamson and grandchildren,
Jakob, Faith and Kyle, Kathryn and Tim
Trainor, grandchildren Isaac, Josiah,
Nathaniel, Irena, Tracy and Phillip Booth,
great grandchildren Dakari and Irwin.

Gary enjoyed golf, fishing, camping as well
as woodworking. If we could measure contri-
butions to this world properly, the wraparound
details of his life will be remembered by
countless people who may not even hear of
his passing in their homes far away.

Gary was generous with his time, his talents
and adding extra plates at his table.

One dear friend, who represents a continual
stream of people he cared for and loved,
shared stories of when she was new to Amer-
ica and needed help with her car in the bitter
cold. He said she must wait until it reached 20
degrees below zero, but he’d be coming to get
it started.

She remembers years of shared meals and
stories, not just of our family, but helping us
learn about her interests, work, homeland and
faith. He offered to make popcorn on one of
her first visits, and she was surprised that it
could be done away from the movie theater,
so he brought her into the kitchen and got the
‘popcorn pan’.

As the heat rose and the pinging started in-
side, she excitedly pulled up the lid and fly-
ing, hot kernels flew around the kitchen.

Everyone knows that Gary would just laugh,
of course. It’s all fun and we’ve got plenty.

Hundreds of people, church friends, neigh-
bors, family and travelers have had their own
tastes of delicious food he loved to cook and
warm hospitality and friendships that lasted
for decades. If everyone sat at one banquet
table, it would stretch so big. What a feast.

An accomplished woodworking craftsman,
Gary handmade a collection of sturdy, heavy
bookshelves, tables, quilt racks and pulpits
still being used around SW Minnesota. Cabi-
nets have been built and repaired and young
men, now older were taught how to do home
and auto repairs.

It wasn’t enough for Gary to just do good
work and helpful things, he wanted others to
be able to help themselves the next time and
help others in their circle of living.

The source for this delightful mix of fun and
enduring stability, was Gary’s faith in Christ.
We are thankful as his children that he priori-
tized living with heaven in the long view and
caring for others in the daily plan.

He looked forward, the last few years, to
being reunited in heaven with his beloved Ar-
lene. It was his firm request to not have a fu-
neral, and just let his remains get back up to
where he felt the most at home in Tracy, MN.
They are laid to rest in the local cemetery.

No requests for flowers, foundations or
other donations. We ask that you honor his
memory by following his example of hospi-
tality, helpfulness and daily celebrating an-
other chance to love and help someone that
needs a warm meal, a true friend or extended
family, when they are a long way from home.

Gary’s gone Home, but he left his best in us.
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That’s the Latest
Eclipsed

By Emery Kleven

Emery is now a retired farm broadcaster
after starting at KDHL in Faribault in 1987.
He’s a 1971 graduate of West Concord High
School. You can view past columns at his
website RoadFarming.com. You can email
him at emery@roadfarming.com.

I was totally eclipsed for the second time in
my life on April 8,2024. I saw my first total
eclipse in Grand Island, Nebraska in August,
2017, and my wife and I decided right then,
that in 7 years we would go see it again. We
knew it would run from Texas to Maine.
About a year and a half ago, we started look-
ing at who would have the best odds of clear
skies, which is always a crap shoot. We first
thought we’d go to Texas but the statistics that
my brother in law Richard detailed for us
showed that for early April, Dallas had a 60%
chance of clear skies and Indianapolis had a
55% chance. Indy was a much closer drive
so we determined that would be the place.

I personally wanted to get back to this area
anyway. I was there for the Indy 500 in 2006
and quickly became friends with the family
that built and owned a golf course in Dar-
lington, Indiana, which is about 40 miles west
of Indianapolis.

Let me give you some background. In
2006, I was a member of the ag media cover-
ing that year's Indianapolis 500. It was the
first year of the Indy racing circuit using
ethanol in the cars. The Rahal-Letterman rac-
ing team sent me an invitation to cover the
event. Yes, I know what you're asking and
yes it was THAT Rahal, longtime driver
Bobby Rahal. The other guy, Letterman, had
a TV show I guess.

The day before the race, I played golf at the
Rocky Ridge golf course in Darlington. One
of the owners, Garry Hole, became a fast
friend. After the round of golf, I was enjoy-
ing a cold beverage when Garry came over
and struck up a conversation. Well soon after,
he suggested we go road farming around the
area. Road farming is a Midwest colloquial-
ism to describe how many view agriculture.
We drive down the road looking through the
windshield to determine how good the crops
will be this year. It's very entertaining to say
the least but very inaccurate to say the most.

So Garry, his friend JK, and I got in the old
pickup and drove down many of the local
roads. We stopped and talked to a few neigh-
bors to see how things were going. Then we
headed to an old covered bridge, one of the
last remaining in Montgomery County. Well,
we got the pickup stuck in the ditch turning
around as the bridge is closed to vehicles.

So JK, being the smallest of us three, got be-

eclipse viewing

Emery's T-shirt depicting his two-time

The entrance to Rocky Ridge Golf Course

in Darlington, IN

hind the steering wheel and spun the wheels
while Garry and I pushed the truck from be-
hind. We were successful and were once
again road farming.

After a nighttime run through the golf

course in the dark on the fastest golf carts I'd
ever seen, we had a midnight barbeque at
Garry's house. Garry and I were talking like
we had been friends since grade school. But
when his wife Peggy, asked how long we'd
know each other, I had to literally look at my
watch to determine just how long it had been.
I left the next day for Indianapolis for the
race. I headed back home afterwards hoping
to get back to Darlington someday to do
more road farming with Garry. It was not to
be though as just a few months later, Garry
was diagnosed with cancer and he died in
February of 2007. But the day before the
eclipse, I did get back to play the golf course
once more. There’s a beautiful bench over-
looking the 15th hole in Garry’s honor. JK
is a maintenance man at the course although
he was not around the day I was there.

I did get to meet Garry’s older brother Ger-
ald, who is a retired member of the Indiana
State Police. Those two and another brother,
Bob, built the course that was their grandfa-
ther’s farm. It was a very rocky farm and they
have lots of big boulders around the course
including at the entrance. To honor Garry
many years ago, I called my business and
website RoadFarming LLC.

As to my recollection of the golf carts we
rode at night being very fast, one of the guys
told me JK still has a cart that can go 25 to
28mph.

Oh yes, I did stick around the next day for
the eclipse. It turned out Indy did have better
viewing weather than Dallas and we had a
beautiful day to see it. Right before the
eclipse started it was 76°. At totality, it
dropped 9°. For me, it was a twice in a life-
time experience. It was awe inspiring, to say

On April 7th, 2024, Emery revisited the 166-foot-long Darlington, Indiana covered

bridge that was built in 1868

The memorial at the golf course of Emery's friend Garry

the least.

The next total eclipse visible in the 48 con-
tiguous United States is August 22, 2044 but
only in parts of Montana and the Dakotas.
My plans include a trip to Minot for that one
but I will be checking the weather first

42 Boni (Lulf)
% Moon’s
5 70th Birthday
.@/.\7; Saturday, May 25
s 1:00-4:00 PM
é@ at Bell Tower,

e West Concord
\-»/’ (old Methodist Church)

[T .
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though. Northwest Alaska has one on March
30, 2033 but I’ll pass on that one as it’s too
far to drive. As for people in Dallas, they will
have to wait until 2317 for their next total
eclipse. T'll put that down as a maybe!
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CURING WHAT AILS YOU

By Colleen Sathrum Hayne

Seek you a cure easy and sure
For aching sprains or hurts or pains,
Of every sort, in any part.

Be of good cheer, the secret’s here:
And if you heed what here you read,
Your pains you’ll end, your ailments foil;
For you will send for “ST. JACOB’S OIL.”

In the early 1900’s you could find advertisements for St. Jacob’s Oil painted on barns, fences, rocks, and in the
West Concord Enterprise. It was promoted to cure theumatism, neuralgia, gout and “all other aches and pains”.
St. Jacob’s Oil was a topical made from alcohol, camphor, ether, carbolic acid, capsicum and aconite (a toxic
plant). There were no “truth in advertising” laws yet. Ingredients did not have to be listed and patent medicines
were abundant. Their promises were too good to be true.

I spent one very interesting morning at the Museum skimming W. C. Enterprises from 1904, taking a closer look
at the patent medicines that were advertised. When I got home I researched some of them.

One of the most widely advertised medicines was Peruna, the Great Tonic. Its influence was so vast that babies
were even named after it. As was the case with many of the patent medicines, its inventor, Sam Hartman, was a
skilled advertiser. He was able to enlist the help of hundreds of politicians who endorsed Peruna. Made of 28%
alcohol, water, flavoring, and burnt sugar for color, people would first take it as a medicine, then as a beverage,
and eventually some would suffer an addiction habit.

It was sold for the condition called catarrh, which we know as cold, flu, allergy, or sinusitis symptoms.

Three of the medicines promoted in the Enterprise were for the treatment of tuberculosis, or as it was called then,
consumption, because people simply wasted away with the disease. Use of the medicines likely shortened the
lives of patients because of the ingredients. Dr. King’s New Discovery for Consumption had three active
ingredients: chloroform to cure coughing, morphine for relief and euphoria, and alcohol to dull the pain. Piso’s
Cure for Consumption was the ultimate in quackery.

Invented around the time of the Civil War by a “marketer, a medic, and a moneybags”, its ingredients were
chloroform, cannabis, opium, and alcohol. Piso’s sold medicine until World War II. Scott’s Emulsion for
Consumption was not nearly as dangerous as the other two products. It was comprised of cod liver oil and lime
soda. It did provide vitamins A and D, but did nothing to help tuberculosis.

Mother Gray’s Sweet Powders for Children were advertised to be as “harmless as milk” for treating pinworms,
headache, fever, teething, and constipation in the little ones.

It cost 25 cents and was available “over the counter” at local drug stores. West Concord’s druggists at the time,
Elledge & Straight, likely would have carried it. Its main ingredients for constipation were mercurous chloride,
which could cause mercury poisoning, and mandrake which was also poisonous and had been sometimes used as a
method of suicide. The other ingredients: licorice, slippery elm, anise, soda, sulfur, and sugar were the “sweet”
powders.

At the Museum we have a glass bottle labeled Dr. Kennedy’s Rheumatic Dissolvement. Dr. Kennedy was not a
doctor but was a great promoter of his product made of roots and herbs, steeped in water and alcohol. In fact, his
concoction was 42% alcohol! He recommended drinking one bottle for skin problems and two to five bottles to
cure the worst theumatism imaginable. He recommended adding a little honey for sweetener.

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale People captured my imagination. It was an iron rich tonic that actually could
help people with anemia, but its claims were more than a bit exaggerated. The pink pills were advertised to cure
anything from depression to paralysis.

Losing your hair? Hall’s Vegetable Sicilian Hair Renewer might be just what you need. Made of water,
glycerin, herbs, lead, and rum—who knows what might happen?

If Hall’s didn’t work, you could try Ayer’s Hair Vigor whose claim was mighty confusing. It “restored hair to its
natural vitality and color but did not “color” the hair”. Hmmmm.

Fortunately in 1906, The Pure Food and Drug Act reined in some of the quackery of the time. Dangerous
ingredients had to be listed and labels could no longer be false or
misleading. Many of the products changed their advertising from promoting “cures” to marketing “remedies”
instead. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) was born out of the 1906 Act to ensure that the law was
followed.

In 1898 the Bayer company began to market a cough remedy for children called Heroin. Yes, you read that
correctly. They sold it through the first decade of the 20th century. We can be glad that through the years our
government has enacted so many consumer protection laws. Without them, medical quackery might still reign.

We’d love to have you stop by the Museum and see some of our old medicine bottles and containers. There’s a story to be told with each one.

(additional picture at www.westconcordmn .net)
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Authors Visit West Concord Library

Dodge County Expo

Minnesota authors Jess Lourey and Sarah Stonich visited the West Concord Public Li-
brary on Friday, April 12.

From L-R: EDA Coordinator - Zach Bubany West Concord Historical Society -
Patti Krier, Mayor - Jeffrey McCool, Senator- Carla Nelson, & Police Chief- Shan-

non Boerner
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West Concord Traffic Stop Turns Deadly

From Dodge County Sheriff Department
News Release

Sunday evening, April 14th, at approxi-
mately 7:39pm, a West Concord Police Offi-
cer was parked on Highway 56 in West
Concord when a vehicle came up behind him

and swerved towards him just missing hitting
the side of his squad car. The officer pulled
out behind the vehicle that then pulled into
the Casey’s gas station, made a U-turn and
aggressively drove towards the squad car.
The suspect driver then turned north on

to the Emerald Ash Borer.

imately 50 trees to plant.

2024 Tree Planting April 20th

On Saturday, April 20,2024 at 8:00 am we will be meeting at the Bell Tower for the sec-
ond tree planting in the community. This is a result of a grant obtained from the DNR due

If you would like to help, please reach out to city hall at 507-527-2668 and let us know
ASAP. This will allow for us to provide numbers for tools (provided) and lunch. The
UofM and Tree Trust will be present for instruction and equipment.

We most likely will be all wrapped up with the day by noon or 1 pm. We have approx-

Last year was a lot of fun! Join us this year!

to home. . . if it's not too late.

Join us for Book Group at the West Concord Library
Saturday, May 4 from 9-10am
or Wednesday, May 8 from 4-5pm
The Lager Queen of Minnesota by J. Ryan Stradal

A novel of family, Midwestern values, hard work, fate and the secrets
of making a world-class beer.

Two sisters, one farm. A family is split when their father
leaves their shared inheritance entirely to Helen, his younger
daughter. Despite baking award-winning pies at the local
nursing home, her older sister, Edith, struggles to make what
most people would call a living. So she can't help wonder-
ing what her life would have been like with even a portion
of the farm money her sister kept for herself.

With the proceeds from the farm, Helen builds one of the
most successful light breweries in the country, and makes
their company motto ubiquitous: "Drink lots. It's Blotz."
Where Edith has a heart as big as Minnesota, Helen's is as
rigid as a steel keg. Yet one day, Helen will find she needs
some help herself, and she could find a potential savior close

349 pages, Hardcover, First published July 1,2019

Highway 56. The West Concord Officer ini-
tiated a traffic stop with his overhead lights
and the suspect vehicle stopped in the road-
way briefly, then put the vehicle in reverse
and rammed the squad car’s front end dis-
abling the squad and setting off the air bags
injuring the officer. The suspect vehicle then
fled. The West Concord Officer was trans-
ported by ambulance from the scene for
minor injuries. He has since been discharged
and is recovering at home

West Concord
2024 Hydrant Flushing Schedule

April 22nd — 24th
May 20th — 22nd
June 17th — 19th
July 22nd — 24th
August 19th — 21st
September 23rd — 25th
October 21st — 23rd
November 18th — 20th

With the help of a citizen who followed the
suspect car, Dodge County Deputies re-
sponded and were able to locate the suspect
vehicle, a black 2005 Ford Explorer. The ve-
hicle failed to stop for Dodge County
Deputies resulting in a pursuit north on
county and township roads into rural Good-
hue County. During the pursuit, a Rice
County deputy was able to deploy stop sticks
resulting in the suspect losing his right front
tire. As the pursuit entered Cannon falls on
County 24 Blvd, a Dodge County Deputy
was able to successfully deploy stop sticks a
second time in an attempt to disable the sus-
pect vehicle.

The suspect turned into the Mayo Clinic
Hospital, which went into lockdown, stop-
ping his vehicle at the curb by the main doors
of the building. Dodge County Deputies at-
tempted to get the suspect to exit the vehicle
when he produced a firearm and shot him-
self. No officers discharged their firearm dur-
ing this incident.

The Cannon Falls Police Department re-
quested the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension (BCA) to assist their agency
with the suicide investigation. BCA agents
and Evidence Technicians responded to take
over the suicide investigation.

City Hall is no longer accepting plastic bags
that was part of a Lions project.
It has concluded at this time.

If there is another project in the future we will be sure to let you know.
Thank you all for the effort, it is appreciated!

(4-7pm)

+ Saturday, December 7th -

2024 West Concord Events

« Saturday, April 20th or 27th - Tree Planting

+ Saturday, May 11th (8-11am) -
Community Clean-up/3rd Annual Spring Fling Event

+ June 19th - Juneteenth - Open Swim

* Thursday-Sunday, July 25th-28th,
39th Annual Survival Days Weekend

* Tuesday, August 6th - National Night Out (6-9pm)

« Saturday, September 21st -
3rd Annual Oktoberfest Event (3-7:30pm)

18th Annual WC Community Christmas
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B&L
Guns

(continued from page 1)

In this rendition, the powder was held in the
"flash pan" and ignited by a match in a mov-
able clamp. Both hands remained on the gun,
vastly improving the aim.

In 1498, the "rifling" principal was discov-
ered, and the invention of the "wheel lock"
became the next major advance in design.
With no wick to keep lit, the wheel lock gen-
erated a spark mechanically, making it much
easier to use. It was also much more expen-
sive to produce, so the matchlock remained
in common use. In about 1540, the rifling
principle began to be used in firearms. This
was also about the time that the double bar-
reled shotgun was invented.

In 1630 the first true flintlock was designed.
Sometime in the late 1500s, a lid had been
added to the flash pan design. To expose the
powder, the lid had to be moved manually.
The flintlock mechanism was designed to
push back the lid, and spark a flint at the same
time. This became very popular, and the de-
sign was unaltered for about 200 years with
no alterations.

In 1835, Samuel Colt developed the first
mass produced, multi shot, revolving
firearms. Even though various revolving de-
signs had been around for centuries, precision
parts couldn't be made with the current tech-
nologies. Once Colt applied the new ma-
chining tools to the idea, mass production was
possible, and by 1850, true shotguns were in
common use. The musket design was popu-
lar, but the Spencer came along as a repeat-
ing rifle and took over as a weapon of war.
The Gatling gun was invented in 1862, the
first cartridge revolver was introduced in
1871, and the Winchester was born in 1873.
In 1892, the automatic hand guns were cre-
ated, and many companies began mass pro-
duction. The Historical period was concluded
in 1900.

So there you have a brief history of the
firearm evolution!

Now, if you are interested in guns, and the
history and use of them in America, [ have a
special treat for you. Located in Dodge Cen-
ter in the old Wells Fargo Bank building at
18 Second Street SW, is B & L Gun Shop. 1
was able to meet with Bud Sanson to see his
extensive inventory of all things guns, and a
lot more!

Bud started his gun shop about 10 years
ago in a shed on his Dodge Center property.
About 5 years ago, he purchased the Bank
building, and 18 months ago, moved his shop
into town. In the shop you will find not only
firearms of all sorts, but he carries ammuni-
tion that is both current and obsolete, safety
vests, bow hunting equipment, deer stands,
laser engraving, Cerakote applications, mil-
itary guns, antiques, military artillery shells,
silencers, bayonets, and so much more! He
has taxidermized animals for sale, with sto-
ries to go with them. A Master Gunsmith is
on duty to repair or specialize your gun, and
they do special orders for weapons and
ammo. The shop specializes in long range
shooting rifles, ammo and scopes. They also
build muzzle loaders for hunting enthusiasts.

A true enthusiast himself, Bud has had
hunting trips all over the world, and has quite
the collection of trophy animals from Africa,
Alaska, Canada and South America. He
worked on the pipelines all over the globe,
and was able to hunt wherever he was work-
ing. He is also an avid fisherman, and likes to
swap "fish stories" with his customers.

Some of his activities in the community in-
clude teaching Conceal and Carry classes
twice a month, and selling raffle tickets and
supplying firearms for fundraisers in the
community. He participates in gun shows in
Rochester, Wykoff and Wells, and sells
passes for the Dodge Center Gun Club just
outside of town.

You can reach Bud at (507) 269-7967, or
stop in and check out his shop Monday
through Saturday from 9 am to 6 pm.

His website is XSteel Targets, or you can
email him with questions at budsanson@hot-
mail.com. When I asked Bud what he would
like to leave us with, he replied, " Buy local,
and support your local businesses." So find
some time to stop in and see all that B & L
has to offer! It's definitely worth stopping by!

Dodge County Cowboy Church

(continued from page 1)

The Cowboy Church spread across the
country with the resurgence of nostalgia for
some of the Old West lore. After Charles left
his position at the Congregational Church, the
event moved to the old school building in
Dodge Center. With the demolition of the old
school building the Dodge County Cowboy
Church now meets at the Kasson Church of
Christ located at 901 8th Avenue NE.

The Cowboy Church meets on the second
Sunday evening of each month, except dur-
ing the mid-winter. It is not really a church
service, they call it more cowboy and less
church, just more informal and fun with lots
of music. It starts at 5:30pm with some fun
stuff and the music starts at 6pm. Sometimes
there are guest musicians and other times any-
one who wants can get up and play. They take

requests from the crowd as well. They play
songs, read a scripture, play more music and
then Charles does a devotion or a story and
then ends with more music. It wraps up about
7:15pm and then snacks are served. Last No-
vember pies were served in honor of Thanks-
giving.

There is a cowboy boot to drop your dona-
tions in. A percentage of the funds go for use
of the building, pay guest performers and
sometimes donated to benevolent causes.
Everyone is welcome to come and in March
they had a packed house. The schedule is
posted on their facebook page so you can see
what is planned for each month. Like them
on Facebook @cowboychurch55927. There
is a Cowboy Church in Cherry Grove on the
first Sunday and one in Lyle on the third Sun-
day of the month.

TRITON CLASS OF 2024

el

CASPER CONNOR

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Casper Connor is a senior at Triton
this year.

Casper’s parents are Katie Finne and
Kevin Connor.

In Triton Casper is active in gender-
sexuality alliance, theater and MHS as
well as the Rochester Teen Council.

Casper’s pastimes are reading,
painting, writing, binging on tv series
and favorite music is by Pheobe
Bridgers, Mitski, TV Girl and Grandson.
Favorite movies are Ladybird, Ferris
Bueller and the Breakfast Club.
Favorite actors are Maya Hawke, Joe
Keery and Cillian Murphy.

After graduation Casper plans to
attend U of M Twin Cities for Art
History.

SPONSORED BY
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This Door's
For You!

(continued from page 1)

As a family run business, he takes pride in
his knowledge and expertise on his jobs, and
stands behind his work. The peace of mind
you get in knowing that you are working with
one company through the whole process is in-
valuable.

But who needs really big doors, you may
ask. Well hundreds of Power Lift doors have
been installed in Minnesota, lowa and Wis-

Traxler Law
PLLC

traxlerlaw.com

Ann Traxler
Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS

o Wills, Trusts, & Estates

® Farm and Business
Transition Planning

o General Practice

® Probate

4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.

Kenyon, MN 55945

507-405-0420
ann@traxlerlaw.com

consin in a vast variety of buildings. Being
that the midwest is known for its agricultural
prowess, think barns. Think heavy equip-
ment used to plant, spray and harvest the
crops on millions of acres, and where they
are kept when not in use. Think airplane
sprayers used for agricultural purposes, and
even small planes to transport everything
from people to products. A turn-key Power-
Lift door is the best choice for your aviation,
commercial, farm or architectural projects.
Replacing existing, worn out doors with a
PowerLift hydraulic door will put an end to
struggles with older sliding, bi-fold or over-
head doors, and each door is custom fit and
custom built right here in Dodge Center. The
best part of the custom retrofit doors is that it
will expand your current clear opening

Watch your ears!

Common ag related hearing hazzards:
Tractors without cab, grain dryers,
power saws & chain saws.

Voted Best in
Mower County

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019

& 2020
AUSTIN
701 W Oakland Ave
507-433-4144 FIND OUT IF YOUR
ROCHESTER | HEARING HAS ALREADY
2150 2nd St. SW, Suite 130 | PEEN ’;,Fo"',i‘gm BY
507-322-1241 Call us for a
OWATONNA free screening today!
685 Bridge St. Suite 1B
507-451-3879 q AMY SWAIN
WASECA (¢ HEARING
118 North State Street C E N TERS
507-521-2758 www. com

e
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height and width for improved ease of entry,
without having to change the building itself.

Another option would be their Hydaway
Hydraulic Walls for more recreational or res-
idential projects. Just like their couterpart,
PowerLift Doors, they are custom fit and
manufactured in Dodge Center, but think
more along the lines of Man Cave, She Shed,
Margarita Room, and you begin to see a way
to add class to your home. Of course, restau-
rants, bars and boat houses also can have
glass applications to add a cleaner finish with
hidden cylinders and a precise fit, and soft
close performance. Hydaway Walls recently
won Best of Show in the outdoor product di-
vision of the NAHB/IBS business show in
Las Vegas in 2023!

Rod and his crew will come to your loca-
tion, measure up the existing opening, and

Good Beer.

Good Drinks.

suggest the best solution for your needs.
They will then custom build the door with all
welded construction for a precise fit. This en-
sures that there are no bolts or screws that
will come loose over time, and need replace-
ment. Once the door is complete, they will
deliver and install it for you, guaranteeing
your satisfaction. This isn't a "big box store"
type of operation, either. Because each door
is personally built, delivered and installed,
you know his reputation is based on quality
and timely service. Even after the project is
complete, Rod is just a phone call away if
you have questions.

So if you are thinking of upgrading your
present set up, call Rod and let him know
what you want to accomplish at (507) 374-
9306. And tell him Cheri sent you!

Good Times.
Pool, Darts, Pull Tabs, E-Tabs,
On & Off Sale

Grace Lau is a senior at Triton this
year.

Her parents are Elizabeth and Jeremy
Lau.

Grace has one brother, Ethan.

She is active in Big Brother/Big Sister.

After school she works at Cinemagic/
Odyssey.

Her pastimes include drawing,
reading, watching shows and
decorating things.

Her favorite musicians are Stray Kids
favorite song is Zombie by Johnnie
Guilbert, favorite movies are A Silent
\Voice, Alice in Borderland, Sweet
Home and Fairy Tail. Her favorite
actors are Park Bo Young and Song
Kang.

After graduation Grace plans to attend
RCTC to be a character designer.

GRACE LAU

SPONSORED BY
Family Owaned for
Over 75 Yearo

¢ Metal Products

* Steel Processing

33 E. Main Street
Dodge Center

507-374-9425

From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex: commercial or farm real estate
transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is committed to providing real estate
transactional expertise and personal customer seruice.

e Fabrication

e Scrap Metal Recycling
38 W Main St, Dodge Center ¢ 507-633-6355

Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com ¢ www.dclandtitle.com

702 2nd Avenue SE, Dodge Center
507-374-6336
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What's
Normal?

By Noel Aldrich, PhD, CNS
Licensed Nutritionist

As we progress into the first days of Spring,
we look back on a winter season that was not
the typical Minnesota winter. We can also
look back to the fourth anniversary of the
Covid pandemic and the infamous shutdown
the entire society endured. As that experience
dragged on there was an increasing desire to
see things “return to normal.” But how do
you define normal?

Normal is “a standard, or regular pattern”
according to the Merriam-Webster dictionary,
and is often associated with a routine, or pos-
sibly a habit. One individual online described
“normal” as that action or belief that is ac-
cepted by 62% of the population. However,
what is considered normal may not be healthy,
or good for you. How comfortable are you
with making a healthy choice that is not be
seen as ‘normal’?

The Standard American Diet is a common
phrase used by nutritionist with the emphasis
on the first letter of each word — S.A.D. The
normal choices for food consumption among
Americans has resulted in SAD conse-
quences. Back around 1901, the normal con-
sumption of sugar per American was around
5 pounds of sugar per year. Today, the nor-
mal consumption of sugar per American is
over 100 pounds of sugar per year. Before
1930, vegetable oil, corn oil, soybean oil, and
canola oil did not exist. Today, soybean oil
and corn oil are the top oils consumed pro-
moting significant inflammation. There are
a multitude of foods available in our ware-
house grocery depots that our great grand-
parents would not recognize. What we
consider normal today has brought about
SAD consequences.

Unfortunately, in our culture, normal is not
the same as healthy. Consider some of these
examples:

* More than 70% of the American popula-
tion is overweight or obese leading to heart
disease, diabetes, and a weakened immune
system

¢ Premenstrual cramps, headaches, and ir-
ritability each month is considered normal

* Constipation with bowel movements less
than once a day is considered normal

* Braces to straighten teeth and pulling wis-
dom teeth is considered normal

* More than 10 prescriptions per American
is the current average

To make a healthy choice, or choose a
healthy lifestyle is not considered normal.
Do some of these healthy choices seem ‘ab-
normal’ to you:

* Have some vegetables with your break-

fast

* Be sure to drink 8 cups of filtered water
(or more) each day

* Eat an apple every day

e Eat only three meals a day with no snacks
between meals

* Each meal should include a protein (meat,
egg, dairy, or beans)

When what is normal is not a healthy
choice, you and I have the opportunity to be
an influence to our circle of friends and rel-
atives to help them recognize a healthy op-
tion. To be an influencer is to be one who
helps others to be interested and to recognize
there is another choice available. The nor-
mal advertisements and recommendations
coming across the television screen are not
presenting healthy options, they are present-
ing normal options. Internet videos present-
ing extreme diets and exercise are not
presenting healthy options, they are sales
gimmicks. The healthy options are going to
be consistent, natural-based options your
great grandparents would recognize.
Healthy options are lifestyle choices that pro-
mote longevity, fertility, and a healthy envi-
ronment. You can be an influencer to help
move the American culture back to a healthy
standard. Perhaps one day, healthy choices
will be the “new normal.”

I invite you to join me this spring at the
Northfield Holistic Health Summit “New
Beginnings” Saturday, May 4, 2024, to learn
more about healthy lifestyle choices and the
resources available to you. Ten local health
practitioners will be presenting information
on — herbs, homeopathy, acupuncture, tox-
ins, neurology, allergy therapy, and more.
Purchase your ticket today for this event that

includes a healthy catered
meal by Café Shawn. Ticket
sales close on April 30. More
information at
https://www.nutritionpropor-
tion.net/healthsummit2024
or scan the QR code.

Make your health a priority in 2024.
Change is required, but the outcome is worth
the effort. Little changes can make a big dif-
ference over time. If you would like to pur-
sue a healthy lifestyle and increase longevity,
I can help.

Contact me to discuss your health goals for
2024. I can help you reach those health goals
with whole food plans customized to your
specific needs. You can contact me at nutri-
tionproportion@gmail.com, or check out my
website at www.nutritionproportion.net

Hanson

Tracking
TOWING

Car Starting &
Auto Repair Service

310 State St. N, West Concord

527-2609

Holly J. Burow
CPA, LLC

Certified Public Accountant
holly@hollyjcpa.com

Business and Individual
Tax Preparation

Bookkeeping Service

Payroll Service

211 Main Street * PO Box 585
West Concord, MN 55985
Oftice: 507-527-2898 Cell: 507-838-2970
Fax: 507-527-2445

Professional Bodywork
& Paint

We Accept All Insurance Estimates
Guaranteed Workmanship
tim@hotrodhardware.com

250 State St. North
West Concord

507-527-1020

502 Huseth St., Kenyon

907-189-6321

50" deck iron forged fabricated deck 10 g. steel

18" comfortable gaming style seat

Check out our full line of
60v Lithium lon cordless tools
and accessories.
Includes: string trimmers,
edgers, chainsaws,
hedge trimmers & more

Toro 77501
Timecutter Max

23 hp Kawasaki V-twin
5 gallon fuel tank

*3,899.00

e
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EMMA LOCKE

SPONSORED BY

Emma Locke is a senior at
Triton this year.

Her parents are Tina and Jeff
Locke.

She has three sisters, Kyleg,
Jenna and Averie.

Outside of school she enjoys
babysitting, drawing, crocheting
and sewing.

Her favorite movie is the
Rookie and actors Ryan
Reynolds and Tom Holland.
After graduation Emma plans
to pursue an electrical
apprenticeship.

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord +
507-527-2408 |

Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm - June-October Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

Steel, Farm Machinery,
Car Bodies, Aluminum,
Copper, Batteries,
Appliances,
E-Scrap

www.ldrecycling.com
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93% of Amercans
concerned about
brain health!!
Irish Music and
Guinness Taste

By Shauna Burshem, D.C.

According to a recent AARP survey, 93%
of Americans are concerned about their brain
health, yet few understand how to protect
it. Research is now showing that canola oil
leads to significant declines in memory and
has a negative impact on body weight man-
agement. This is bad news, as canola oil has
always been touted as a healthy oil to use.
Most people do not even know where canola
oil comes from or even what a canola is.
There is actually no such thing as canola.
Canola stands for Canadian Oil. It is in re-
ality rapeseed oil which comes from press-
ing the oilseed rape plant. Canada became
the first country in the world to produce large
quantities of rapeseed with low erucic acid
in the oil and low glucosinolates in the meal.
Thus the name Canadian Oil or Canola Oil
for short. Canola Oil is not a healthy oil for
your brain. It is genetically engineered and
altered to reduce toxic to humans erucic acid
levels and then processed with several chem-
ical baths before being bleached. Sadly,
canola oil is found in almost oil processed

’CS/oecz'a&lzzby in Unique Jewelry, )
Clocks & Oustom Z“opéies

Local Convenience | Hometown Service | Small Town Savings

TATGE JEWELRY

625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN 55946 * (507) 789-6522 or 1.800-58 TATGE
.. tatgej ewelry.com p

process.

dog will get sick.

birds, and even other insects.

further inject infectious material.

(man-made foods in boxes or bags). And
over the years, through proper marketing by
canola oil manufacturers, has led us to be-
lieve it is a health food. Healthier options in-
clude pastured organic butter, virgin coconut
oil, ghee, avocado and walnut oil for cooking
and olive oil for non-cooking purposes (use
olive oil as an added oil once the food is
cooked, because olive oil is not supposed to
be heated).

68% of adults have damage to the discs in
their neck. The discs are cushions between
the cervical vertebraec. This condition is
called cervical disc degeneration or degener-
ative disc disease (DDD). If you do not have
this condition now, you will likely get it un-
less you are in a neck mobility program.
Early signs of disc degeneration include pop-
ping, cracking or gravelly noises in the neck.
Chiropractic spinal adjustments either by
hand or low force adjusting instruments place
motion in the spinal joints which reduces the
friction on the surface of the bones. Also
helpful is using a cervical pillow at night and
performing passive range of motion exercises
daily.

There are two types of sugars which you
should be aware of. Refined sugar and in-
trinsic sugar. Refined sugars are linked to
health problems and include high fructose
corn syrup as one example. Intrinsic sugars
are naturally occurring sugars in whole fruits
and vegetables. Refined sugars affect the gut
by causing endotoxin production which de-
stroys the function of the energy producing
cells in the body which then can result in can-
cer metabolism. Fructose present in whole
fruits does not result in the production of en-
dotoxins. Avoid high fructose corn syrup and
eat sugars from whole fruits, raw honey or
pure organic raw cane sugar.

Mustard seed contains chemical compounds
that can enhance the cancer fighting potential
of cruciferous vegetables like broccoli, cauli-
flower and brussels sprouts. Sprinkle mus-

Removing a Tick From Your Dog

Using a pair of tweezers is the most common and effective way to remove a tick. But not just
any tweezers will work. Most household tweezers have large, blunt tips. You should use fine-
point tweezers, to avoid tearing the tick and spreading possible infections into the bite area.
Spread your dog’s fur, then grasp the tick as close to the skin as possible. Very gently, pull
straight upward, in a slow, steady motion. This will prevent the tick’s mouth from breaking off
and remaining embedded in the skin. People often believe it’s the head of the tick that embeds
in the skin. But ticks don’t have heads, in the conventional sense, so what gets inserted into
your dog is known as “mouth parts.”

Another option that is even easier to master is the use of a tick removal hook. It’s especially
useful if you live in a tick-dense area where your dog is frequently playing host to the vexing
little critters. There are several types of hooks, like the Tick Tornado or the Tick Stick. You
simply put the prongs on either side of the tick and twist upward.
Never remove a tick with your fingers—it’s not only ineffective, but the squeezing may also

After you've removed the tick, make sure to wash your hands thoroughly, clean the bite site
with rubbing alcohol, and rinse the tweezers or tool with disinfectant.

Removing ticks from your dog may not be pleasant, but it's important to do it promptly and correctly. Once you know how to remove a tick, it will be a fairly easy

Because they can carry infectious organisms, ticks infect thousands of animals and people with illnesses like Lyme disease, babesiosis, and ehtlichiosis every
year. Pathogen transmission can occur as quickly as three to six hours after a bite occurs, so the sooner you remove the tick, the less chance there is that your

A tick has a one-piece body. The harpoon-like barbs of its mouth attach to a host for feeding.
Crablike legs and a sticky secretion help hold the tick to the host. Ticks range in size from
almost impossible to see with the naked eye, to ones the size of a human fingertip. The United
States has about 200 tick species. They can survive—and thrive—in woods, beach grass,
lawns, forests, and even urban areas. Ticks also aren’t picky eaters; they feed on mammals,

634-6781

Sat. 8am-Noon

915 N. Mantorville Ave., Kasson

M-W-F 8am-Spm; Tues-Thurs 8am-7pm;

tard seed powder on these vegetables to fur-
ther reduce cancer risk. A compound in
brown mustard seed lowered the risk of blad-
der cancer by 34.5% and was 100% effective
at preventing the spread of cancer into sur-
rounding muscle cells.

Dried plums, aka prunes may help prevent
bone loss in older osteoporotic post-
menopausal women. In addition, dried plums
are loaded with anti-oxidants which are very
important for overall health.

Drinking Ireland’s Guinness Stout was
shown to taste better if you are listening to
Irish music. A study from London, England’s
University of Lincoln, published in the jour-
nal Frontiers in Psychology found that the
tastes change when drinking Guinness stout
comes down to two psychological factors.
The first is called priming. Priming is the idea
that exposure to one stimulus may influence
a response to another stimulus without guid-
ance or intention. For example, if a wine
shop played German or French music in the
background of their store, there would be in-
creased interest in wines from those coun-
tries. The second factor is called musical fit.
This factor state that our brains function bet-
ter when things are as we expect them to be,
or are well put together. For example, people
are more willing to pay more for a drink in a
bar or restaurant when the music playing fits
the décor or foods being sold. The Guinness
study showed that certain frequency ranges,
tempos, timbres and harmonies are associated
by our brains with flavor attributes such as
sweetness, bitterness, sourness and perceived
body and strength of the beer. For example,
a light hearted tune like the Saw Doctors “To
Win Just Once,” or Van Morrison’s “Brown
Eyed Girl” make Guinness taste sweeter. On
the other hand, Sinead O’Connor or the Cran-
berries singing ‘“Zombie” would make the
Guinness taste heavier, stronger and more bit-
ter due to the heavy guitar and strong emo-
tional content.

Brought to You By:

17 Airport Road N.
Dodge Center, MN

374-2125

M-F 8am to 5pm; Sat. 8am to Noon
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We’re Always Here to Serve You, Even When Our Lobby is Closed

MBT Bank understands that life can be busy and sometimes complicated. That's why we offer online banking for your personal
finances. Through an online banking account you can check account balances, pay bills online and make other convenient
financial fransactions.

Your monthly statements can also be delivered online through MBT Bank'’s eStatements. Not only are you helping out the
environment, but your monthly statements are organized neatly and securely within your online banking account.

Our How-To Library at www.mbtbank.bank gives you access to tutorials and directions to utilize our online services.

¢ Enroliment

You can sign up for Online Banking by clicking the Enroll link in the login box on our homepage and following the prompts or
by contacting a customer service representative.

» eStatements
If you are already an online banking customer you can sign up for eStatements by logging in to online banking,
click on any account, and click the documents tab. For further instruction, please reference our eStatement directions
(Opens in a new Window) or contact us.

* Mobile Apps: MBT2Go
Available for download in the App Store & Google Play. From the app you can transfer funds, pay bills online, and track
spending & set budgets with MyMoney.
Minimum Operating Requirements: Android: 5.0, Apple: iOS 11

www.mbtbank.bank oz

Austin | Blooming Prairie | Dodge Center | Hayfield | Mantorville | Rochester FDIC ey
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Once Upon a Mattress a Success!

The cast, crew, and directors of this spring’s
Once Upon a Mattress ended their successful
run on Saturday, April 6th. They performed
Wednesday-Saturday, April 3-6, and they had
phenomenal attendance and positive com-
ments. Director Anne Wotherspoon remarked,
“the students put 9 weeks of hard work into
the musical, learning lines, songs, and chore-
ography and building the set and props.

I have a front-row seat to how their hard
work has paid off!”

The show featured 45 talented thespians and
crew members grades 9-12. Senior Jenna
Kenworthy, who played the icy Queen Ag-
gravain, described the musical as “new [and]
fresh.” She went on to say, “I would also con-
sider it surprising. It is nothing like I ever
would have expected it to be.” Senior Logan
Tufte, who played Prince Dauntless the Drab,
reflected that he loved the “high energetic
vibe” that the musical brought. And finally,
Senior Nancy Fernandez commented that she
enjoyed the whole run, saying, “I liked that I
got to act with my best friend playing best
friends in the play.”

Thanks to all those who came
and supported the show!

(additional pictures on page 16)

In the previous
two editions 1
highlighted some
of the great things
happening in our
elementary  and
middle school, in
this edition I will
be  highlighting
some of the great
things going on at
Triton High
School. The high
school years are the end of our formal edu-
cation system, and graduates have many
choices to pursue after they graduate. Our
district has started to track college and ca-
reer readiness with our Redefining Ready
Report Card. The goal of the report card is
to track the progress of our students using
measurements that have been identified to
coincide with being successful in a career
or college after high school. The measures
in the report card go beyond a standardized
test score. Research has provided us with
measurements that are more meaningful to
predict future success. We are in our third
year of tracking this data, and we are seeing
excellent results. Last year, for the class of
2023 we had 99% of our students that were
career ready, and 64% that were college
ready.

The picture includes some of the meas-

Craig Schlichting
Superintendent

Cobra Communications

urements that we are currently tracking to
identify areas that our students are doing well
in, as well as areas that we can work to im-
prove to have all of our students college and
career ready.

One of the greatest advantages our high
school students have is the number of college
credits that can be obtained without leaving
our campus. We have about 52 college cred-
its available to our students. That is an im-
pressive number when you compare that to
any other school in the area. I can speak from
experience on what a great benefit that is to
our students that choose to pursue a college
degree. The courses that are offered cover a
variety of content areas. Currently, a student
can be very close to having a two-year asso-
ciate degree just by taking the classes that are
available here at Triton High School. We
have a great group of staff that have com-
mitted to furthering their education, in order
to be eligible to provide these courses at our
school. These credits transfer toward a four-
year degree as well and can save students a
great deal of money if they choose to get a
college degree.

Preparing students for life after high school
includes career preparation. Our senior cap-
stone experience is designed to help students
explore career opportunities and give them
valuable experiences while still in high
school. In addition, the high school also of-
fers academies that focus learning on career

clusters. These clusters are designed to help
them better understand the career that they
are exploring. The Senior Seminar class also
provides learning experiences that focus on
life skills that students need including per-
sonal finance and interviewing skills. The op-
portunities go beyond the regular school day
for students that want to learn and showcase
their abilities in FFA and BPA. Triton stu-
dents in these programs are consistently com-
peting at the championship level for a variety
of their talents. The Triton School District
also has a rich tradition of achievements in
both the fine arts and athletics. The Triton
School District has many so many things to
offer our students, and speaking from my

own personal experience, it has provided
an amazing place to work and raise my
family.

Please reach out to me with any questions
that you may have regarding our school
district. You can email me at schlich@tri-
ton.k12.mn.us or you can call me at 507-
418-7530 to reach me at the district office.
I would be happy to set up a time to meet
with you or your organization. Communi-
cation is an important aspect of my job re-
sponsibility, and I welcome the opportunity
to gain experience from your perspective.
GO COBRAS!

#WeAreTriton
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By Christi Runnells that requires this class as well. enjoys teaching it because many students go

Each issue of this school year’s Triton
Times, I'd like to highlight Triton High
School’s concurrent course offerings avail-
able to our students. A concurrent course is a
class that upperclassmen can take to earn both
high school and college credit—FREE, right
at Triton, taught by a Triton teacher to only
Triton students. Teachers must have a mas-
ter’s degree and a minimum of 18 graduate
credits in that field. This month we’ll look at
two classes taught in our English department
that offer non-English college credit.

Concurrent Speech is the equivalent of
Rochester Community & Technical College’s
COMM 1114 Fundamentals of Public Speak-
ing. Successful completion of this semester
course earns the student 3 credits and satis-
fies the speech requirement that many col-
leges have. This course is open to juniors and
seniors, but no further eligibility is required.
We are excited that this is our first year to
offer this course to Triton students! Jennifer
Ryg is teaching this class for the first time at
Triton this semester, though she has previ-
ously taught public speaking at other schools.
Ms. Ryg enjoys teaching this class because
it’s rewarding for her to “see students find
their voices through public speaking.” She
feels this class is very empowering for stu-
dents and increases their confidence in ex-
pressing themselves and ideas that matter to
them. Ms. Ryg states that she believes all stu-
dents would personally benefit from taking
this class, and adds that it is a financial bene-
fit to those planning to attain a college degree

First Year Experience, or FYEX as it’s more
commonly known, is a class in which a col-
lege instructor comes to Triton for one quar-
ter to teach students strategies to be
successful academically and in their career
decision-making, as well as learn more about
themselves and how they learn best. This
class is the equivalent of RCTC’s FYEX
1000 course that offers students 1 college
credit upon successful completion of the
class. In addition to Concurrent English 1
(showcased in October), Ms. Kleinwort also
teaches FYEX. We first offered this course in
2016 and Ms. Kleinwort was the high school
instructor for the course, but this is the first
year she is teaching the college portion of this
course, while Ms. Wotherspoon teaches the
English 11 components. Ms. Kleinwort states
that FYEX is about personal growth and she

on to take more college classes after this be-
cause they realize they can do it! She feels
that this class is valuable for Triton students
because each one that this class learns about
themselves and grows in their confidence.
Ms. Kleinwort says, “This is one of my fa-
vorite classes to teach because 100% of the
students grow in ways they did not expect.”
It’s no surprise that she believes that all stu-
dents should take this class, so it’s very ex-
citing that this year all of our 11th grade
students are either enrolled in Concurrent
English or English 11 and FYEX. This means
every 11th grader will earn at least 1 college
credit this year. It’s always an awesome ex-
perience to witness students achieve some-
thing they may not have believed they are
capable of doing!

Thank You to the Dodge Center Lions

A great big THANK YOU to the Dodge Center Lions for their gift of GED Test Prep Plus
Textbooks. These books are an excellent guide for our students and instructors towards achiev-
ing their GED. Triton Community Ed provides FREE GED Test Prep and ESL for adults. Call
507-418-7550 for information.
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Attention TMS/THS Girls:

The Dodge Country Club Ladies League would like to scholarship one girl who lives
in Dodge County with a 2024 golf season pass to the Dodge Country Club. Those inter-
ested should contact the DCC Ladies League at: dccladies@gmail.com by May 17. Please
include your name, grade, school, contact information, and why you want this member-
ship.

Driver’s Education!

Learn how to drive with Mr. Johnson! En-
hanced Driving Institute will be holding dri-
ver’s ed class at Triton from 9-noon this
summer.

Week one: Tuesday June 4th-
Friday June 7th
Week two: Monday June 10th-

Saturday June 15th

The three Behind the Wheel lessons would be held at the Rochester location. If you
have questions ask Mr. Johnson via email at jjohnson@triton k12.mn.us or visit the web-
site for more detailed information and to register at https://www. enhanceddrivinginsti-
tute-mn. com/triton.

The MHS Hygiene Drive is a Clean Success!

Left to right: MHS members Gigi Lundi, Corey Lilledahl, and Camila Medina Romero
displaying the array of donations received

The Minnesota Honor Society recently concluded their hygiene drive promoted throughout
the school. In total, close to 300 items were donated — beating last year’s total by 100 addi-
tional items! These items will be given to our local Dodge County Salvation Army chapter
that will distribute them to people in need our community. “Different situations bring about
needs for supplies like these. Seniors on fixed incomes, a family experiencing a recent house
fire, single-income parents — there are many reasons as to why these items are needed within
our community,” stated Tanya Young, the lead liaison for the Dodge County Salvation Army
chapter.

MHS would like to thank all those that donated to the drive. It is astounding what can be
accomplished when we work together to support those in need!
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Cobra Track and Field Program Rising to New Heights

Section 1A in southeast Minnesota is the
place to be for premier track and field com-
petition, and the Cobras are excited to see
what the season ahead holds. As our team
continues to grow, so, too, does the team’s
success! With seventy athletes on the team (as
well as six Cobra Track alumni currently
competing at the collegiate level), the coach-
ing staff is excited to see the hard work pay
off in both individual and team performances.
Our returning athletes brought friends, and the
energy and attitudes at practice have been in-
credible over these first four weeks of the sea-
son.

Outdoor competition is set to kick off this
week after having a few cancelled meets
when the warm spring temps gave way to
wintry weather. Our kids have their sights set
on breaking personal records by improving
their own times, distances, and heights in their
events. Many have their sights set higher, on
qualifying for sections or state. Still others are
already looking beyond high school, setting
their sights on earning opportunities to con-
tinue their athletic and academic careers at the
next level. One of the things we love most
about track is that while we have collective
goals as a team, we can also support each
other in individual goals and clearly track
progress.

It’s not an accident that many of our kids
have visions of competing at the collegiate
level. They have several great Cobra alumni
as role models. Currently, Nell Graham is
wrapping up her final season as a Bison at
NDSU, where she has found a tremendous
level of success in a wide assortment of
events. Chloe Staub continues to compete in
the javelin at St. Thomas. Scott Nolan (UW-
Stout) has joined their team as a thrower.
Owen Petersohn (Triton’s first individual state
champion) is a hurdler on a very successful
Minnesota State Mankato team. Hanna Strom
(St. Mary’s) and MacKenzie Geers (Viterbo)
are in their first collegiate seasons, as well.
These young people modeled what it takes to
take it to the next level. Our current athletes
have a chance to be role models, too, as we

work with community ed to provide track
opportunities for elementary-aged kids.

We might be biased, but we think that we
not only have some of the best athletes in
southeast Minnesota, but we also have some
of the best track and field facilities thanks to
our community. This, along with the won-
derful track and field alumni and supporters
that help us make meets happen, are the rea-
son that we are able to continue to host in-
credible track meet experiences. We invite
you to join us to support our kids; this year,
we are set to host seven meet dates, includ-
ing both regular season meets and champi-
onship meets. The varsity team will hit the
track April 12 and 18, May 7, 17, 28 and 30.
The junior high crew will compete at Triton
Aptil 22.

Three of those dates are major champi-
onship meets. Tuesday, May 7, we’re set to
host twenty-one Section 1A schools for the
section True Team meet. That meet will
begin at 1:00pm and is likely to run until
about 9:00pm, and as noted above, will
showcase much of the best of what Min-
nesota track and field has to offer, with a
focus on team as every competitor scores
points for their team.

May 28 and 30, the state-qualifying Sec-
tion 1A Championships come to Wally Hitt
Field. As noted earlier, many athletes have
their sights set on this meet and beyond, and
we can’t wait to have the opportunity to
compete on our home track.

We hope that you’ll consider checking out
the action; if you’re interested in being part
of the action by moving hurdles, measuring
jumps or throws, or being in the middle of
the action in other supporting ways, please
reach out to Coach Swanson at kswan-
son@triton.k12.mn.us. We are so apprecia-
tive of the support our athletes receive from
the community and can’t wait to see you at
the track!

If you can’t make it to a meet but want to
follow along with the team online, follow us
on Facebook @TritonTrackandField. GO
COBRAS!!!

Stay Up-to-date with Triton News!

Visit Our Website www.triton.k12.mn.us

#WeAreTriton

#SomosTriton
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Baseball Varsity Schedule (as of 04-02-24)

Date Type Time Opponent Location Leaves Dismissal
04-18-24 Game 4:30PM Away vs. Waterville- Waterville-Elysian-
Elysian- Morristown  Morristown High School 2:35PM  2:25PM
04-22-24 Game 4:30PM United South Central Triton High School
- Triton High School Baseball Field (V)
North-FIELD E
04-26-24 Game 5:30PM Away vs. Sibley East Sibley East - Walsh Field 2:55PM  2:45PM
in Gaylord
04-29-24 Game 4:30PM Blooming Prairie Triton High School- Triton High School
Baseball Field (V) North-FIELD E
05-02-24 Game 4:30PM  Away vs. Hayfield Hayfield High School 3:15PM
05-06-24 Game 5:00PM Lake Crystal- Triton High School Baseball Field (V)
Wellcome Memorial North-FIELD E
(next SY)
05-09-24 Game 4:30PM Janesville- Waldorf- Triton High School
Pemberton - Triton High School Baseball Field (V)
North-FIELD E
05-10-24 Game 5:00PM Cotter Schools Triton High School Baseball Field (V)
North-FIELD E
05-13-24 Game 4:30PM  Away vs. Kenyon- Kenyon- Wanamingo 3:05PM  2:55PM
Wanamingo Elementary School (Wanamingo)
Golf Boys Varsity Schedule (as of 04-02-24)
Date Type Time Opponent Location Leaves Dismissal
04-18-24 Meet  4:30PM  Away vs. Multiple Schools Blooming Prairie 3:15PM  3:05PM
Country Club
04-22-24 Invitational 10:00AM  Away vs. Multiple Schools Zumbrota 8:30AM
Golf Course
04-25-24 Meet 4:30PM Multiple Schools Dodge Country Club
04-29-24 Meet 4:30PM Multiple Schools Dodge Country Club
05-02-24 Meet  4:30PM  Away vs. Multiple Schools  Prairie Ridge 3:00PM  2:50PM
Golf Course
05-09-24  Conference 10:00AM  Away vs. Multiple Schools Mankato North Links 8:00AM
Meet Golf Course
05-13-24  Conference 10:00AM  Away vs. Multiple Schools  Austin Country Club 8:20AM  8:10AM
Meet Course
Golf Girls Varsity Schedule (as of 04-02-24)
Date Type Time Opponent Location Leaves Dismissal
04-17-24 Invite 12:30PM Away vs. Willow Creek 11:15AM  11:05PM
Multiple Schools Golf Course
04-18-24 Meet  4:30PM  Away vs. Blooming Prairie 3:15PM  3:05PM
Multiple Schools Country Club
04-22-24  Invitational 10:00AM Away vs. Zumbrota Golf Course 8:30AM
Multiple Schools
04-25-24 Meet 4:30PM Multiple Schools Dodge Country Club
04-29-24 Meet 4:30PM Multiple Schools Dodge Country Club
05-02-24 Meet  4:30PM  Away vs. Janesville- Prairie Ridge Golf Course 3:00PM  2:50PM
Waldorf- Pemberton
05-09-24  Conference 10:00AM  Away vs. Multiple Schools Mankato North Links 8:00AM
Meet Golf Course
05-13-24  Conference 10:00AM  Away vs. Multiple Schools  Austin Country Club 8:20AM  8:10AM
Meet
Softball Girls Varsity Schedule (as of 04-02-24)
Date Type Time Opponent Location Leaves Dismissal
04-18-24 Game 4:30PM Waterville- Elysian- Triton High School
Morristown - Triton High School Softball Field (V)
East-FIELD A
04-23-24 Game 5:00PM  Away vs. U of M, Jane Sage 2:15PM  2:05PM
United South Central Cowles Stadium
04-25-24 Game 5:00PM  Away vs. Kasson- Mantorville  Kasson-Mantorville 3:45PM
Elementary Fields
04-26-24 Game 4:30PM Cannon Falls Triton High School Softball Field (V)
East-FIELD A
04-29-24 Game 4:30PM Plainview-Elgin- Millville Triton High School Softball Field (V)
East-FIELD A
04-30-24 Game 4:30PM  Away vs. Blooming Prairie  Blooming Prairie 3:00PM  2:50PM
High School
05-02-24 Game 4:30PM Hayfield Triton High School
- Triton High School Softball Field (V)
East-FIELD A
05-06-24 Game 4:30PM Away vs. Maple River Maple River High School 2:20PM  2:10PM
(next SY)
05-07-24 Game 5:00PM  Away vs. La Crescent-Hokah La Crescent High ~ 2:30PM  2:20PM
School - Small Gym
05-09-24 Game 4:30PM Away vs. Janesville- Janesville-Waldorf 2:40PM  2:30PM
Waldorf- Pemberton - Pemberton High School
05-11-24 Game 12:00PM Medford Triton High School
- Triton High School
Softball Field (V) East-FIELD A
5-13-24 Game 4:30PM Kenyon- Wanamingo Triton High School

- Triton High School

Date

04-18-24
04-23-24
04-25-24

05-02-24

05-07-24

Type
Meet
Meet
Meet

Meet

Track Varsity Schedule (as of 04-02-24)

Time

Opponent

4:30PM
4:30PM
4:30PM

4:15PM

True Team 1:00PM

Multiple Schools

Away vs. Multiple Schools
Away vs. Multiple Schools
Away vs. Multiple Schools

Multiple Schools

Location Leaves Dismissal
Triton High School Track
Rushford Peterson High School

Grand Meadow 2:45PM  2:35PM
High School Gym
Lake City 2:30PM  2:20PM

Football Fields
Triton High School Track

Triton Fine Arts and Other Events

Thursday April 11th - HS Band and Choir Concert, 7pm Triton PAC
Thursday April 18th - 2nd and 4th Grade Music Concert, Triton PAC
Saturday April 20th - Prom Grand March, 3:30pm Triton East Gym

Sunday April 21st - FFA State Convention

Tuesday April 30th - Ist and 3rd Grade Music Concert, 6pm Triton PAC
Monday May 6th - MS Band and Choir Concert, 7pm Triton PAC
Thursday May 9th - 5th Grade Band and Concert, 6pm Triton PAC
Thursday May 9th - Fine Arts Awards Program, 7:30pm Triton PAC
Friday May 10th - BPA National Convention

Tuesday May 14th - HS Pop Concert, 7pm Triton PAC

Congratulations to Brandon Neseth
on receiving the 2023 section 2,
class 2A football coach of the year!

This past fall, the Triton football team went on a run during the section playoffs leading
them to win the section championship for only the 10th time in school history.
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TRITON COMMUNITY ED
YOUTH ENRICHMENT

507-418-7550

Learn to crochet!
Brittany Wilcox, The Green Shack

Brittany will bring all of the supplies needed to
learn basic crochet, as well as help kids advance
to more complicated projects as they are ready.
Everyone will work at their own pace.

Bring a snack! Max 8

Cost: $32

April 22-25

3:10-5PM

TES Media Center

*#**This can be for beginners, and those with
experience will start trying more advanced proj-
ects

Painted Stained Glass
Brittany Wilcox, The Green Shack

Join Brittany and learn the art of Painted Stained Glass. She can work with all levels
of skill from beginner through experienced. Brittany will bring the supplies and the
“know how”, and you will enjoy a night of exploring a new hobby!

Cost: $34

April 30

3:10-4:30 PM

Triton’s Room 403

Triton Community Ed and The Green Shack

Triton CE and The Green Shack Youth Offerings

Please send completed form and payment to Triton Community Ed

Name: ~ GQGrade:

Teacher:

Parent Phone:

Email:

__ Crochet ($32) __Painted Stained Glass ($34)
Total Due: $

Attention SCHA or UCARE Insured Families:

If your child has South Country Health Alliance (SCHA-could cover up to 5 classes
up to $15 per calendar year) then discounts MIGHT apply. Eligible UCare members
may get up to a $15 discount on many community education classes in Minnesota.
Members must have UCare insurance at the time of registration and throughout the du-
ration of the class. Members need to provide their UCare ID number when registering
for class. Limits and restrictions may apply.

Registration not complete without this insurance information.

Call 507-418-7550 with questions-Thank you!
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Triton Times

Craig J. Schlichting — Superintendent
Triton Public Schools:

813 West Highway Street, Dodge Center, MN 55927
Office — 507-418-7530 « Fax — 507-374-2447
schlich@triton.k12.mn.us
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TRITON COMMUNITY ED ADULT

ENRICHMENT 507-418-7550

Safe Driving Class

Jim Jensen

In the Safe Driving Class, you will learn
driving strategies that can keep you safer
on the road. You will learn updates to traf-
fic laws, how to reduce distractions to driv-
ing and how to navigate different
intersections. Driver’s aged 55 years old
and older who successfully complete the
Safe Driver Class will qualify for reductions in their automobile insurance premiums.
Please remember to bring your driver’s license with you to class. It’s important to pre-
register so that Jim can ensure accommodation for all.
Please call Triton CE at 507-418-7550.
Cost: $20, checks should be made to Jim Jensen
4-Hour Refresher Course
(for those that have taken the 8-Hour before)
April 25
5-9PM in the THS Media Center

Questions: Call 418-7550
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8am-3:30 pm

Check Out Our Website:
www.triton.k12.mn.us and click on the Community Education tab
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TRITON CLASS OF 2024
e

Abigail Lecy is a senior at Triton
this year,

Her mother is Melissa Jennings.
She has one brother Ian and a
sister Skylar.

She is active in cheerleading,
dance team and the musical.
Outside of school she enjoys
dancing and is involved in Just for
Kix.

Her favorite artists are Noah
Kahan and Drake.

After graduation she plans to
attend NDSU for a career in
nursing and hopefully be on the
dance team.

ABIGAIL LECY

SPONSORED BY

111 West Front Street, Claremont, MN 55924
507-528-2233

Anhydrous Safety
Should be Top
Concern This
Spring
The MDA offers safety tips
for those maintaining

equipment and applying and
transporting NH3

Many farmers and applicators will soon
apply anhydrous ammonia (NH3) prior to
planting or sidedress after planting. Even
with a rush against time and the weather,
safety should never be compromised. Acci-
dents involving anhydrous ammonia have
proven how dangerous and deadly the chem-
ical can be when not handled properly.

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture
(MDA) is providing the following tips to
farmers and applicators so they can safely
apply anhydrous ammonia.

Always wear appropriate goggles and
gloves. Never wear contact lenses.

Be sure to have a clean, adequate emer-

gency water supply of at least 5 gallons.

Exercise caution when making connections
and disconnections as if lines contain anhy-
drous ammonia.

Stand upwind when connecting, discon-
necting, bleeding lines, or transferring NH3.
Also, close, bleed, disconnect, and secure
valves and transfer lines when taking breaks
or disconnecting lines, and be sure to handle
the hose end valve by the valve body.

Position equipment away and downwind
from homes, people, and livestock.

Safety is also key to those maintaining an-
hydrous ammonia equipment. Never assume
NH3 lines are empty, always wear proper
protective equipment, and have access to
safety water.

When towing a nurse tank down the road,
drive sensibly. Do not go any faster than 30
miles per hour, display a slow-moving vehi-
cle (SVM) emblem visible from the rear, and
be sure the tank is secured to the tractor or
truck with two separate, independent chains
that supplement the hitch pin/clip.

If an accident or spill occurs, immediately
call 911 and then the Minnesota Duty Officer
at 1-800-422-0798 or 651-649-5451.

You can find more safety, storage, and
transportation information on the MDA’s
website at www.mda.state.mn.us/nh3.

DO YOU HAVE A

STORY IDEA?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Carden Tﬁymé
Craft Show

Saturdays: May 11, 18 o Sundays: May 12, 19
Hours: 10:00a.m. to >-00p.n.

Take a drive in the country and shop in our log cabin filled with crafts and antiques!

Dotpourri Ml Log Cabin
Lori and Darwin fmy

2290 County 49 Bivd., Dennison, MN
Email: cabincrew@frontiernet.net
or call 507-649-1009
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Mother’s Day Brunch Menu

Sunday, May 12" sering 9:00a.m.-3:00p.m.
Call 507-645-9992 for Reservations
)Qe?ula/z/ Menw Available 3:00-8:00 PM
Daily Peatures

WEDNESDAY Enjoy Our Jumbo” Wings Specials! BBQ Rib Dinner - 1/2 or Full Rack (begins at 4:00p.m.)
THURSDAY $3.50 All Taps, Domestic Bottles, Rail Drinks! 160z. Margarita Special! Taco Specials! Fajita Specials!

FINALLY FRIDAY A/l You Can Eat Fish Dinner
SATURDAY Hand Battered Jumbo Shrimp or Slow Roasted Prime Rib
SUNDAY Enjoy Our Sunday Breakfast Beginning at 9a.m. and Sunday Pasta Features

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN
Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM
Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
B (Jpen Later
507-645-9992 « www.firesidelounge.net
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Prairie Meadows
Senior Living
Partners with
Dodge County

Historical Society

to Bring
Local History to
Residents

KASSON, MN - Prairie Meadows Senior
Living, managed by Jaybird Senior Living,
is pleased to announce a new partnership
with the Dodge County Historical Society.
This collaboration aims to bring history and
connection to the residents of Prairie Mead-
ows, fostering community engagement and
preserving local heritage.

The partnership began when members of
the Dodge County Historical Society at-
tended a "Sipping with Seniors" event at
Prairie Meadows. From there, the idea
emerged to bring elements of local history
directly to the senior living community.

Aligned with Jaybird Senior Living's year-
long celebration titled "A Tapestry of Time:
Stitching Together Our Story" which honors
the diverse stories of the past, the partner-
ship with the Dodge County Historical So-
ciety feels like a natural fit. Residents will
have the chance to engage with history
through curated exhibits and informative
displays.

As part of the collaboration, Prairie Mead-
ows will feature a portion of an exhibit cu-
rated by the Dodge County Historical
Society. This exhibit will include informa-
tive posters and artifacts, providing residents
with insights into the region's past. Addi-
tionally, new items will be periodically in-
troduced to keep the experience fresh and

engaging.

Jason Burmeister, Director of Prairie Mead-
ows Senior Living, expressed his enthusiasm
about the partnership, saying, "We're excited
to bring a piece of our community's history
into Prairie Meadows. This collaboration al-
lows our residents to connect with their roots
and learn more about the area they call
home."

The partnership between Prairie Meadows
Senior Living and the Dodge County Histor-
ical Society highlights a shared commitment
to enriching the lives of seniors and preserv-
ing local history in the Kasson community.

About Dodge County Historical Society

The Dodge County Historical Society
(DCHS) is committed to preserving and shar-
ing the history of Dodge County, Minnesota.
Through a public museum, historic struc-
tures, and events like the Dodge County Fair
showcases, DCHS provides access to ex-
hibits, research archives, and educational
programs. For more information, visit dodge-
countyhistorical.mn or contact them at 507-
635-5508 or
dodgecountyhistoricalsociety @ gmail.com.

About Prairie Meadows Senior Living

Prairie Meadows Senior Living is a resi-
dent-centric senior living community offer-
ing Assisted Living, Memory Care, and
Respite Care staffed with trained profession-
als 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Con-
tact Blaire Schewe, Community Relations
Coordinator, by phone at 507-634-9513 or
email at welcome@prairiemeadowskas-
son.com to schedule a tour or visit our web-
site for more information.

About Jaybird Senior Living

Prairie Meadows Senior Living is operated
by Jaybird Senior Living. Jaybird Senior Liv-
ing provides innovative, compassionate, res-
ident-focused healthcare and management
services for upwards of 40 Senior Living
communities throughout the states of Iowa,
Illinois, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. To learn
more about Jaybird Senior Living, visit
www._jaybirdsl.com.

A glimpse of the Dodge County Historical Society's featured exhibit showcased in the

lobby of Prairie Meadows Senior Living

Members of the Prairie Meadows Senior Living community and the Dodge County His-
torical Society gathering together to celebrate the partnership. From left: Blaire Schewe,
Community Relations Coordinator at Prairie Meadows Senior Living; Lois Hancock,
member of the Dodge County Historical Society; Dave Hanson, resident of Prairie Mead-
ows Senior Living; Eleanor Engresser, member of the Dodge County Historical Society

We’ve Got Your
Family’s Back

Personalized insurance solutions
to protect your family’s future
and security, no matter what.

COMMUNITY
GROWN INSURANCE

WwWw.vsgmi.com

...you’re covered!

Kalass Agenty

242 Main Street
Zumbrota, MN
Phone: 507-732-7614
Email:
kalassagency(@kalassagency.com

Insurance Brokers

of Byron
505 Frontage Rd NE
Byron MN 55920
Phone: 507-775-7280
Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com

Sviggum Agency

133 Main Street
Wanamingo
Phone: 507-824-5105
Email:
agent(@svigguminsurance.com

North Risk Partners

Rochester
2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100
Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-288-7600
Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com
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By Jim Miller

Brought to You By
Circle Drive Manor Assisted Living, LLC
“Quiet Country Living Close to Home”

Contact B
Melissy " "
ristianso
507-527.2424
www.cdmassistedliving.com
56733 State Hwy. 56, West Concord, MN 55985

Retirement is not “golden” for all seniors.

More than 25 million Americans age 60 and older are living with limited
assets and incomes below $30,000 per year. And even with a higher
income than that, it can be difficult to make ends meet.

There are numerous financial-assistance programs, both public and
private, that can help struggling seniors, as well as give relief to family
members who help provide financial support for their loved ones. And
because of a comprehensive resource called BenefitsCheckUp.org, a
free service of the National Council on Aging, locating these benefits and
applying for them have never been easier.

Here are some benefits that a senior may be eligible for...

Food assistance. Programs such as the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP)—previously known as “food stamps”—can
help pay for groceries. The average monthly SNAP benefit currently is
around $126 per person. Other programs that may be available include
The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP)...Commodity
Supplemental Food Program (CSFP)...and the Senior Farmers’ Market
Nutrition Program (SFMNP).

Health care. Medicaid and Medicare can help or completely pay for
out-of-pocket health-care costs. And there are special Medicaid waiver
programs that provide in-home care and assistance.

Prescription drugs. There are hundreds of programs offered through
drug companies, government agencies and charitable organizations that
help reduce or eliminate prescription drug costs, including the federal
low-income subsidy known as “Extra Help” that pays premiums,
deductibles and prescription copayments for Medicare Part D
prescription drug plan beneficiaries.

Utility assistance. There’s the Low Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP), as well as local utility companies and charitable
organizations that provide assistance in lowering home heating and
cooling costs.

Supplemental Security Income (SSI). Administered by the Social
Security Administration, SSI provides monthly payments to very-low-
income seniors, age 65 and older, as well as to people of any age who
are blind or who have disabilities. SSI pays up to $733 per month for a
single person and up to $1,100 for couples.

What would happen if you or someone close to you could no
longer drive? Here’s a rundown of transportation solutions...

Family and friends. Include all possible candidates you might call on
for rides, and determine their availability and contact information.

Ride-sharing services. The two biggest ride-sharing services are Uber
and Lyft, which operate in major cities across the US. You request a ride
from a driver who uses his/her ?vehicle to transport you. Ride requests
with Uber are made using the Uber smartphone app or at the Uber
mobile website...with Lyft, you use its smartphone app only. Costs are
comparable to taxi fares.

Private transportation services. Some hospitals, health clinics, senior
centers, adult day centers, malls and other businesses offer free
transportation for program participants or customers. And some
nonmedical home-care agencies offer fee-based transportation services.

~\

Work Zones
are
Temporary.
Actions Can
Last Forever.

Spring weather signals the start of road con-
struction season! National Work Zone
Awareness Week runs Monday, April 15
through Friday, April 19, and reminds driv-
ers to use extra caution and drive safely in
work zones. The Minnesota Safety Council
and the Network for Employers for Traffic-
Safety (NETS) developed a Work Zone
Safety Toolkit. It includes tips and resources
to help keep you and others safe. Please share
as you wish.

Work zones can present many challenges
— narrow lanes, sudden stops, traffic pattern
shifts and uneven road surfaces. This means
that drivers need to be on the lookout for
flaggers and road signs that indicate changes
to the speed limit, detours and changing traf-
fic patterns.

Brush Up on Safety Tips:

- Obey posted speed limits. The fine for
speeding in a work zone is $300.

- Drive undistracted. Cell phones, mobile
devices, adjusting the radio — even eating —
should be avoided in work zones.

- Stay alert, especially at night.

- Be patient. Expect delays, especially dur-
ing peak travel times.

- Expect work zones to constantly change.
Day to day you could experience lane shifts,
closures or moving workers and vehicles.

- Don’t make unnecessary lane changes.

- Never enter a road blocked with barriers
or cones.

Everyone plays a role in work zone safety!
It is critical that drivers slow down and pay
attention to help keep construction, utility and
other workers in work zones safe, especially
as the construction season ramps up.
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$1.1 Million
to be Awarded
to Southern
Minnesota
Businesses

Competitive grants
to support existing operations
or planned growth

By Southern Minnesota Initiative
Foundation

Through a partnership with the Minnesota
Department of Employment and Economic
Development (DEED), Southern Minnesota
Initiative Foundation (SMIF) will award $1.1
million in competitive grants to businesses in
southern Minnesota to invest in existing op-
erations or planned growth.

Grant awards will range from $10,000 to
$50,000 and can be used for working capital
to support payroll expenses, rent or mortgage
payments, utility bills, equipment, and other

similar expenses that occur in the regular
course of business.

Grant awards will be limited and approved
on a competitive basis. Not all eligible busi-
nesses will receive a grant. Primary business
operations must be located in SMIF’s region,
which includes 20 counties and one Native
nation. Businesses must earn $750,000 or
less in gross revenue (based on 2021 taxes) to
be eligible. Additional eligibility require-
ments are listed on SMIF’s website.

The grant cycle opened March 27,2024 and
will close on April 24,2024. For the applica-
tion and guidelines visit
smifoundation.org/promise. Contact Melissa
Langer (melissal@smifoundation.org) or
Brian Conzemius
(brianc@smifoundation.org) with questions.

The PROMISE Act is funded by one-time
allocation from the State of Minnesota Leg-
islature in partnership with DEED. This pro-
gram looks to drive economic recovery in our
region through grants to small businesses in
south central and southeastern Minnesota ex-
periencing lack of access to capital, loss of
population or an aging population, or a lack
of regional economic diversification.

“We are honored to, once again, partner
with MN DEED to support entrepreneurs in
southern Minnesota,” said Tim Penny, presi-

dent and CEO of SMIF. “This will be an im-
portant boost for economic development in
our region.”

The PROMISE Act Grant is a statewide
program with multiple partners accepting ap-
plications throughout Minnesota. SMIF is
one of six Minnesota Initiative Foundations
(MIFs) that will accept applications through
this program, in addition to the Neighbor-

hood Development Center, which will accept
applications in certain areas of the Twin
Cities metro.

For businesses that are not located in
SMIF’s region, please consult the following
website to determine who to contact for this
program: https://mn.gov/deed/business/fi-
nancing-business/deed-programs/promise-
grant/

BlUusiness®lainks
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* Machinery Storage
« Commercial

* Livestock Buildings
+ Garages

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue

651-923-4441
Lodermeiers.net

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Todd Ryan
651-764-5590

tryan @flatwaterfutures.com
Goodhue, MN
Branch Office

DODGE, GOODHUE,
WABASHA, AND RICE
COUNTY AREA FARMERS

Losing soybean yield to
White Mold and
Sudden Death Syndrome?
We can help!

Call Colin at 1-306-716-4964
www.headsupST.com

Best Fertilizer for Land is §* of the Owner

www.drsquarefoot.com

Bruce Freerksen
(507) 273-9110

brucewithschaefferoil @gmail.com
West Concord, MN

£ N
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Tatge
Jewelry

Awards By Tatge

Since 1975

625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN
(507) 789-6522

BAKER’S
h TIRE SERVICE
507-824-2264

11361 Hwy. 60 Bivd
Wanamingo

(SAVE IT

651-246-4146

s I TRASH)

THRIFT STORE

26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
Saturday 9am to 5pm

DOUG AND MARY KLATT
www.siftdyou.com

Call us today! 507.259.2386

PLACE YOUR AD ON THIS PAGE

Call Terry at 507-951-7417
or Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Milo Peterson Ford Go.

DRIVE INTO SPRING WITH @ FORD

2022
FORD

ESCAPE

AWD, iced blue
silver metallic,
7,899 miles,

1.5L ecoboost
#24024U

5/7””’? v
I' Secinl

AWD, stone blue
metallic, 14,248
miles, ecoboost 2.0L
I-4, turbocharged
#23213U

2021
FORD

BRONCO
WILDTRACK

EXPLORER
XLT

rapid red

#24037U

4WD, 20,957 miles,
2.3L ecoboost I-4,

4 door, advanced 4x4, 55/’6”:;3, v 4WD, supercrew,
18,527 miles, A b 5.5’ box, rapid red

‘ )
cactus gray, 2.7L V-6 8 1 95 »- (27,508 miles, 2.7L V-6
ecoboost ' ecoboost, 4 door

#23121U #23067U

5/7"”% \
fpecml l/

w

5/””’% v
5‘/ﬂecml ’

w

FWD, 23,204 miles,
burgundy velvet,
1.5L ecoboost
#24002D

At Milo Peterson Ford Co., our highly qualified technicians
are here to provide exceptional service in a timely manner.

From oil changes to transmission replacements, we are dedicated to maintaining
top tier customer service, for both new and pre-owned car buyers!
Allow our staff to demonstrate our commitment to excellence.
Call our service department to schedule your maintenance needs.
Open Monday thru Friday 7:30am to 5pm.

SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW, MII.OPETERSONFORD NET

3020 457th Street Way, Kenyon + 507-789-6113 - SALES HOURS: M-T-Th 7:30a.m.-8p.m.; W-F 7:30a.m.-6p.m.; Sat. 8a.m.-4p.m.
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A PLAN FOR EVERYONE
o Life e Health
* Annuities ¢ |IRA’s

° Employee Benefits * Long Term Care

* Medicare Supplements/Part D
Providing our clients with the best couenage and value
for thecn cnsanance weeds for more than 50 years.

FAHNING & ASSOCIATES uic

Beth Hanggl
35 W. Main St., Dodge Center ® 507-374-6342 * www.fahningandassocs.com

Steel, Farm Machinery, Car Bodies, Aluminum,
Copper, Batteries, Appliances, E-Scrap

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm * June-October Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am
507-527-2408 | www.ldrecycling.com

TRITON CLASS OF 2024
i

Jenna Kenworthy is a senior at
Triton this year.

Her parents are David and
Wendy Kenworthy.

She has one brother Isaac.

She is active in Triton theater,
FFA, MHS and Dance Team.
Outside of school she enjoys
reading, gardening and hiking.
Jenna’s favorite movies are
Pirates of the Caribbean 1-3 and
her favorite music depends on the
day.

After graduation she plans to
attend the Mortuary Science
Program at the U of M

Twin Cities.

JENNA KENWORTHY

SPONSORED BY

Free Entrance
to Minnesota
State Parks
on April 27

Minnesotans are encouraged
to explore outdoors with
[friends and family

The Minnesota Department of Natural Re-
sources is waiving vehicle permit fees at all
74 state parks and recreation areas on Satur-
day, April 27.

This “Free Park Day” is one of four days
each year on which the DNR waives the re-
quirement for a vehicle permit at state parks
and recreation areas. The four fee-free days
are spread out over the year, giving folks an
opportunity to visit a state park for free in
each season of the year.

“Minnesota state parks and recreation areas
are great places to make memories with loved
ones,” said Ann Pierce, director of the DNR
Parks and Trails Division. “Spring is an ideal
time to reconnect with the natural world and
enjoy the beauty of Minnesota’s state parks
and recreation areas. I encourage visitors to
look for signs of spring like early-blooming
wildflowers, migrating birds, and the open-
ing of green leaves on trees. Our goal is for
those who visit on Free Park Day to be in-
spired to come back again soon.”

Each spring, Free Park Day is held on the
Saturday after Earth Day. Earth Day is a great
time to remind visitors to always recreate re-
sponsibly to protect natural resources. For ex-
ample:

Spring is a time of increased wildlife activ-
ity; respect wildlife by observing from a dis-
tance.

Please stay on trails when hiking or biking
to avoid erosion and damage to sensitive
plants and wildlife habitat.

Love the blooming spring wildflowers? Re-
sist the urge to pick — take a photo instead.
Leave flowers, rocks and other natural ob-
jects as they were found.

Interpretive naturalists at some park loca-
tions have planned programming for the Free
Park Day. There is no cost to participate in
these events. Find more details about these
highlighted events or see the full state park
events calendar online.

The DNR recommends visitors wear cloth-
ing appropriate for the weather and bring
water and snacks. Spring brings a variety of
weather conditions, and trails could be
muddy. Check for updates in the visitor alerts
on park websites.

While a vehicle permit is not needed for
park admission on Free Park Days, additional
fees for things like camping reservations and
equipment rentals still apply.
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West Concord City Council
Meeting
February 15, 2024
7:00 PM

Meeting was held at the
City of West Concords Bell
Tower Center

PRESENT: Mayor Jeffrey

McCool, Councilmember
Jeff Burse, Councilmember
Crystal Nielsen, Coun-

cilmember Christina Peter-
son and Councilmember
Collin Ripley.

ABSENT: None

ALSO PRESENT: City
Clerk — Treasurer Lauren
Highfill, Joe Palen of Stan-
tec, City Maintenance Su-
pervisor Keith Clammer,
Library Director Heather
Frederick and Chief of Police
Shannon Boerner, Interim
Clerk/Administrator Sandy
Borders

PUBLIC COMMENT

Resident Sandra Sullivan
presented her concern re-
garding the 2024 Street Re-
construction Project. She
provided the City Clerk and
City Council with data re-
quests and asked questions
pertaining to the contingency
cost and estimated amounts.
Joe Palen with Stantec com-
mented that the awarded BID
will stay within the quoted
cost contingency.

CONSENT AGENDA

* Approve Special Council
Meeting Minutes of January
5Sth, 2024

* Approve City Council
Meeting Minutes of January
18th, 2024

* Approval of Payment of
Claims dated, 01-20-2024 in
the amount of $2,213.94

e Approval of Payment of
Claims dated, 01-26-2024 in
the amount of $40,628 .41

* Approval of Payment of
Claims dated, 01-29-2024 in
the amount of $34,907.67

* Approval of Payment of
Claims dated, 01-31-2024 in
the amount of $3,445.00

* Approval of Payment of
Claims dated, 02-01-2024 in
the amount of $ 11,919 .46

* Approval of Payment of
Claims dated, 02-07-2024 in
the amount of 11,100.36

* Approval of Payment of
Claims dated, 02-08-2024 in
the amount of $4,330.00

* Acceptance of the EDA
Meeting Minutes of January
8,2024

e Resolution Appointing
Election Judges for the Pres-
idential Nominating Primary
(March 5th, 2024), General
Primary Election (August
13th, 2024) and the General

Election (November 5th,
2024).

* Resolution 2024-08: Ap-
proval of Hiring of Full-time
Police Officer David Myrom

e Resolution 2024-10: Do-
nation to the City of West
Concord Public Library, in
the amount of $100.00, from
the West Concord Study
Club and a donation in the
amount of $50.00, in Mem-
ory of Ginny Sendle to the
West Concord Fire Depart-
ment.

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove Consent Agenda.

Motion was made by Coun-
cilmember Crystal Nielsen,
seconded by Councilmember
Jeff Burse

Ayes: Mayor Jeffrey Mc-
Cool, Councilmember Jeff
Burse, Councilmember Crys-
tal Nielsen, Councilmember
Christina Peterson and Coun-
cilmember Collin Ripley.

Nays: None

CITY BUSINESS
JOE PALEN, STANTEC:
RESOLUTION 2024-09
APPROVING PLANS
AND SPECIFICATIONS
AND ORDERING
ADVERTISEMENTS
FOR BIDS FOR THE
CITY’S 2024 UTILITY
AND STREET
IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT AND SCHED-
ULING A
SPECIAL COUNCIL
MEETING

Resolution 2024-09 was
presented to approve plans
and specifications and order
advertisement for bids for the
city’s 2024 Utility and Street
Improvement Project. As a
part of the resolution a Spe-
cial Council Meeting was re-
quested at the Bell Tower
Center on March 28th, 2024,
at 7:00pm to consider bids.

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove Resolution 2024-09
Approving Plans and Speci-
fications and ordering Adver-
tisement for Bids for the
City’s 20024 Utility and
Street Improvement Project
and scheduling a special
council meeting as described
in resolution 2024-09 on
March 28th at 7:00pm.

Motion was made by Coun-
cilmember Crystal Nielsen,
seconded by Councilmember
Jeff Burse

Ayes: Mayor Jeffrey Mc-
Cool, Councilmember Jeff
Burse, Councilmember Crys-
tal Nielsen, Councilmember
Christina Peterson and Coun-
cilmember Collin Ripley.

Nays: None

PROPOSAL FOR THE
CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF WEST CON-
CORD TO ACCEPT
STANTEC TO ASSIST
WITH CHLORIDE AND
SULFATE EFFLUENT
LIMIT PERMITTING
REQUIREMENTS

Joe Palen of Stantec pre-
sented his proposal to assist
the City of West Concord
with management of the
water/wastewater chloride
and sulfate effluent limit .

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove the Stantec proposal to
assist in the process of man-
aging Minnesota Chloride
and Sulfate Effluent limits.

Motion was made by Coun-
cilmember Christina Peter-

son, seconded by
Councilmember Crystal
Nielsen

Ayes: Mayor Jeffrey Mc-
Cool, Councilmember Jeff
Burse, Councilmember Crys-
tal Nielsen, Councilmember
Christina Peterson and Coun-
cilmember Collin Ripley.

Nays: None

MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH WATER
SERVICE INVENTORY
AND ASSISTANCE
GRANT

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Water Service
Inventory and Assistance
Grant.

Motion was made by Coun-
cilmember Crystal Nielsen,
seconded by Councilmember
Christina Peterson

Ayes: Mayor Jeffrey Mc-
Cool, Councilmember Jeff
Burse, Councilmember Crys-
tal Nielsen, Councilmember
Christina Peterson and Coun-
cilmember Collin Ripley.

Nays: None

MOTION TO EXECUTE
THE NOTICE ORDER
FOR THE MINNESOTA
DOT PROJECT S.P.
2006-32 (T.H. 56)

A contract was presented to
the city council regarding the
construction project on Trunk
Highway Number 56 to begin
on August 12th, 2024.

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove the Notice Order for
the Minnesota DOT Project
S.P.2006-32 (T.H. 56)

Motion was made by Coun-
cilmember Crystal Nielsen,
seconded by Councilmember
Jeff Burse

Ayes: Mayor Jeffrey Mc-
Cool, Councilmember Jeff
Burse, Councilmember Crys-
tal Nielsen, Councilmember

Christina Peterson and Coun-
cilmember Collin Ripley.

Nays: None

DISCUSSION
REGARDING
CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT
SERVICES (CMS) FEE
SCHEDULE

The city council was pre-
sented with updated service
charge options from CMS.
The council unanimously
agreed to continue with the
current fee schedule that in-
cludes a 10% increase in
service cost that started in
2024. No motion was neces-
sary to continue the current
services.

REPORT OF OFFICERS
REQUEST FOR A MO-
TION TO APPROVE A

ONE-DAY SPRING
FLING LIQUOR LI-
CENSE AT THE WEST
CONCORD HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove One Day Liquor Li-
cense for the West Concord
Spring Fling on May 11th,
2024.

Motion was made by Coun-
cilmember Crystal Nielsen,
seconded by Councilmember
Christina Peterson

Ayes: Mayor Jeffrey Mc-
Cool, Councilmember Jeff
Burse, Councilmember Crys-
tal Nielsen, Councilmember
Christina Peterson and Coun-
cilmember Collin Ripley.

Nays: None

ADJOURNMENT

Meeting Adjourned at

8:32pm

MOTION: Motion to Ad-
journ.

Motion was made by Mayor
McCool, seconded by Coun-
cilmember Collin Ripley.

Ayes: Mayor Jeffrey Mc-
Cool, Councilmember Jeff
Burse, Councilmember Crys-
tal Nielsen, Councilmember
Christina Peterson and Coun-
cilmember Collin Ripley.

Nays: None
By:
Mayor Jeffrey McCool
Attest:

By:
Lauren Highfill, City Clerk-
Treasurer

CITY OF CLAREMONT
CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 11,
2024
7:00 P.M.

A regular meeting of the
City Council of the City of
Claremont, Minnesota was
held on Monday, March 11,
2024, at 7:00 p.m. at Clare-
mont City Hall.

Members present: Mayor
Tasha Dahl, City Council
Members Jacob Klejeski and
Krystal Sultze.  Council
Members absent: Deb Ellis.
There is 1 vacant seat.

City staff and others pres-
ent: Administrator Elizabeth
Sorg, Maintenance Director
Casey Dahl, City Attorney
Mark Rahrick, Ryan Hed-
berg, Matt Durand, Allen
Greenslade, and Donna Gre-
gory.

AGENDA

Motion by Sultze to ap-
prove the agenda, second by
Klejeski. Motion carried
unanimously.

PUBLIC INPUT

Donna Gregory would like
to know what chemicals are
in the water. Sorg will mail
her a copy of the Consumer
Confidence Report.

VACANT COUNCIL
SEAT

One person, Ryan Hedberg,
applied for the vacant council
seat previously held by
Hunter McGovern. Motion
by Sultze to approve Resolu-
tion No. 24-12: Resolution
Relating to the Appointment
of Ryan Hedberg to Fill the
Vacant Council Position, sec-
ond by Klejeski. Motion car-
ried unanimously.  Ryan
Hedberg took his oath and
took a seat on the council.

CONSENT AGENDA

The Consent Agenda con-
sisted of: Minutes of the Feb-
ruary 6, 2024 City Council
Meeting, Minutes of the Feb-
ruary 14, 2024 Emergency
City Council Meeting, and
Resolution No. 24-13: As-
sessing Past Due Bills to
Dodge County. Motion by
Klejeski to approve the Con-
sent Agenda, second by
Sultze. Motion carried unan-
imously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
PERSONNEL
COMMITTEE

Nothing at this time.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Motion by Klejeski to ap-
prove the financial reports,

(continued on page 21)
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CLAREMONT CITY
COUNCIL MEETING
(continued from page 20)
second by Sultze. Motion
carried unanimously.

Motion by Klejeski to ap-
prove the amended list of
bills to be paid, second by
Sultze. Motion carried unan-
imously.

PUBLIC HEALTH &
SAFETY COMMITTEE
TruGreen and Corey’s Out-

door Services submitted
quotes for fertilizer and weed
control in the 3 parks. The
total for TruGreen’s quote
was $5470 and Corey’s Out-
door Services quoted $3287.
Motion Klejeski to approve
Corey’s Outdoor Services
quote without grub control,
second by Sultze. Motion
carried unanimously.

PLANNING & ZONING

COMMITTEE

Nothing at this time.

EDA

Matt Durand was present to
give an update on his housing
project. He has been working
with the building official on
3 housing permits and has or-
dered them. He has 2 signed
purchase agreements and is
working to get the 3rd house
sold. He will be breaking

ground April 22 and plans on
setting the modulars on the
foundations in June. The
council agreed to extend the
Developer’s Agreement until
August 31 for those 3 proper-
ties.
MAINTENANCE
DEPARTMENT
Maintenance Director Dahl
is getting an estimate to fix
the concrete and add onto the
small basketball area for a
full-size court in Henning
Park. He will be ordering
bases for Claremont Field.
He will also be ordering a
steel drag and a lawn sweeper
to keep the parks looking
nice. He will look into get-
ting an estimate from John
Deere for a dethatcher attach-
ment for the mower.
PARKS COMMITTEE
Nothing at this time.
PEOPLESERVICE
The Operations and Mainte-
nance Agreement with Peo-
pleService adjusts annually
every May. The contract
states that the adjustment is
based on consumer price
index, which is 3.1%, plus
1%. This new Agreement is
$150,624 for the year.
Earlier today, Qualify Flow
found out the Hayes Street

Concord Township Residents

Chloride application forms and stakes will be available
at the town hall starting April 15,2024. Forms and
payment must be returned by May 10th to:
Gregory Hayne
21746 570th St.

Dodge Center, MN 55927
Chloride application date will be dependent on weather
and rock spreading.

lift station needs a primary
level control and a backup
level control. The total cost
is $4895.

Their monthly reports were
in the packet.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR
REPORT

Nothing at this time.

CITY ATTORNEY

Nothing at this time.

OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

Administrator Sorg in-
cluded information for a city-
wide clean up  day.
Skjeveland charges hourly
for the truck plus the dump
charges. The average price
for the last 4 times the city
held clean-up day was $3200.
Motion by Sultze to have a
city-wide clean-up day on
Monday June 6, second by
Hedberg. Sultze amended
her motion to the correct date
of Monday, June 10, second
by Hedberg. Motion carried
unanimously.

SEMMCHRA requested the
council hold a public hearing
for the April council meeting.

As part of the Small Cities
Development Program Grant,
a public hearing must be held
in the 2nd or 3rd year of the
grant to provide the public an
opportunity to comment on
the program. Motion by
Mayor Dahl to have the
SCDP public hearing April 2,
second by Klejeski. Motion
carried unanimously.

Motion by Sultze to close
the meeting at 8:07 p.m. for
an employee performance re-
view, second by Klejeski.
Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Sultze to open

of Minnesota;

amended;

DODGE CENTER SUMMARY COUNCIL MINUTES

Monday, March 25, 2024

This published information is a summary of the full minutes of the March 25, 2024
Dodge Center City Council meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for viewing
at City Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.

Present: Bill Ketchum, Gary Trelstad, Cathy Skogen via video, Paul Blaisdell, Matt
Maas, Lee Mattson, Mark Barwald, AJ Gengler, Jeremy Dostal, Deputy Josiah Rehmann,
Daren Meier - Widseth and Kathy Freeman

City Council approved the following items:

e Agenda and consent agenda to include March 11, 2024 City Council Minutes, Feb-
ruary 20, 2024 Park Board Minutes; Library Board Minutes from November 9, 2023,
December 14,2023, January 11,2024 and February 8, 2024; Minutes from the February
28,2024 EDA Meeting; Payment of Bills; Relay for Life Donation Request, Community
Education Funding and Community Education North Field Use;

* Planned use by the Fire Department of the 2023 Emergency Funding from the State

e Purchase of a new pool vacuum for the Aquatic Center;

* Purchase of a Kubota V Series Utility Vehicle;

* Funding attendance at a Honkers game for Ambulance Services staff;

* Resolution 2024-011 A Resolution Declaring Costs to be Assessed and Ordering
Preparation of Proposed Assessment Roll;

* Resolution 2024-012 A Resolution Setting a Hearing on the Proposed Assessment as

* City Administrator and City Attorney to work on an ordinance regarding pallet fences.
Meeting adjourned at 6:48 pm

the meeting at 8:23 p.m., sec-
ond by Klejeski. Motion car-
ried unanimously.

Motion by Mayor Dahl to
give Administrator Sorg a 3%
increase effective immedi-
ately, second by Klejeski.
Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Sultze to adjourn
the meeting at 8:24 p.m., sec-
ond by Klejeski. Motion car-
ried unanimously.

ATTEST:

Elizabeth Sorg,
Administrator

Tasha Dahl, Mayor

TRITON ISD NO. 2125 -
SUMMARY SCHOOL
BOARD MINUTES
REGULAR SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 18,
2024 - 6:00 P.M.
TRITON HIGH SCHOOL
MEDIA CENTER -
DODGE CENTER, MN
& ZOOM VIDEO
CONFERENCING
(WOODSPRING SUITES
121 WELLS ST.,
WILLISTON, NE 58801)

This published information
is a summary of the full min-
utes of the March 18, 2024,
Triton School Board meeting.
A copy of the full minutes is
available for viewing in the
Triton District Office, 813
West Highway Street, Dodge
Center, or online at www.tri-
ton.k12.mn.us.

Present: Wendy Kenworthy,
Lloyd Henslin, Jr., Duane
Bartel, Dale Jensen, Jim
Jensen, Rebecca Knutson,
Brian Ginder (via ZOOM),
Craig Schlichting, Luke Lut-
terman, Shane Van Beek,
Corey Black, Aimee Lake,
Tina Kozisek, others.

The School Board approved
the following items:

e Agenda and consent
agenda including: February
12, 2024 Regular School
Board Meeting Minutes;
budget update; claims and

Share Your
Good News!

Submit your
engagement,

wedding or
birth
announcement.

Email:
hometownmessenger@ gmail.com

bills; treasure’s report; dona-
tions; nonresident/open en-
rollment agreements;
resignations for Stephanie
Terwilliger as TMS Parapro-
fessional effective February
22,2024, Tyffanie Heublein
as Agriculture Teacher effec-
tive June 4, 2024, and Cayla
Heald as Paraprofessional ef-
fective 15, 2024; extra-cur-
ricular contracts for Shelly
Bungum as Assistant Track
Coach, Anthony Bendickson
as Assistant Track Coach,
Jacob Johnson as Assistant
Track Coach, Patrick Flo-
ryance as Technovations Ad-
visor, Dale Tate as JH
Baseball Coach, David Mul-
der as Assistant Golf Coach,
Cole Rollins as C Boys Bas-
ketball Coach, Sam Storlie as
Assistant Boys Basketball
Coach, Brady Essig as Assis-
tant Girls Basketball Coach,
Phil Hammitt as C Girls Bas-
ketball Coach, and Marit
Lang as Math Masters Advi-
sor;

* Resolution Relating to the
Termination and Nonrenewal
of the Teaching Contract of
Olivia Zwaschka, a Proba-
tionary Teacher

* Resolution Relating to the
Termination and Nonrenewal
of the Teaching Contract of
Anthony Bendickson, a Pro-
bationary Teacher;

* Resolution Relating to the
Termination and Nonrenewal
of the Teaching Contract of
Gareth John Hager, a Proba-
tionary Teacher;

* Resolution Relating to the
Termination and Nonrenewal
of the Teaching Contract of
Katie Nold, a Probationary
Teacher;

* Resolution Relating to the
Termination and Nonrenewal
of the Teaching Contract of
Ryan McCabe, a Probation-
ary Teacher;

* Resolution Relating to the
Termination and Nonrenewal
of the Teaching Contract of
Elle Siewart, a Probationary
Teacher;

* Resolution Relating to the
Termination and Nonrenewal

of the Teaching Contract of
Lisa Chicos, a Probationary
Teacher;

* Resolution Relating to the
Termination and Nonrenewal
of the Teaching Contract of
Jill Lutterman, a Probation-
ary Teacher;

* Resolution Relating to the
Termination and Nonrenewal
of the Teaching Contract of
Adam Anderson, a Proba-
tionary Teacher;

* 2023-2024 revised budget;

e Students to attend the FFA
State Convention at the U of
M April 21-23,2024;

e Students to attend the BPA
National Convention in
Chicago, IL May 10-14,
2024,

* Table the legal newspaper
decision;

* GoFan Digital Ticketing
proposal;

* Adult ticket price increase
from $7 to $8;

* Setting a Special Meeting
for April 10, 2024 at 6:00
p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 7:16
p.m.

TRITON ISD NO. 2125 -
SUMMARY SCHOOL
BOARD MINUTES
SPECIAL SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING
MONDAY, APRIL 10,
2024 - 6:00 P.M.
TRITON HIGH SCHOOL
MEDIA CENTER -
DODGE CENTER, MN

This published information
is a summary of the full min-
utes of the April 10, 2024,
Specia Triton School Board
meeting. A copy of the full
minutes is available for view-
ing in the Triton District Of-
fice, 813 West Highway
Street, Dodge Center, or on-
line at www.triton.k12.mn.us.

Present: Wendy Kenworthy,
Lloyd Henslin, Jr., Duane
Bartel, Dale Jensen, Jim
Jensen, Rebecca Knutson,
Craig Schlichting, Shane Van
Beek, Tricia Johnson, and
Tina Kozisek.

The School Board approved
the following items:

* Posting the position of Su-
perintendent internally

* Authorize Superintendent
Schlichting to advertise the
position of Superintendent
beginning April 11, 2024,
with an end date of April 24,
2024 at the end of the school
day, and to hold interviews
May 1,2024 at 5:00 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 6:53
p.m.



Page 30

- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER -

April 17, 2024

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes

Rock and Roll

By Terry Campbell

This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Min-

nesota when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

We like going to rock concerts. One of our
favorite bands is the southern rock group,
Blackberry Smoke. Always a great show
every time we see them and we are willing to
travel see them perform. So, when my wife
got tickets to see Charlie and Benji doing an
acoustic two man show in Decatur, Alabama
I was ready to go.

The Princess theater was a four-hour drive
from our home in Tennessee, so we figured
an overnight trip was in order. Driving back
in the middle of the night after a show is not
fun anymore. She booked a hotel overlook-
ing the Tennessee River, the same river that
our home in Tennessee is on. I am a farm boy
and she is a city girl. Hence a room on the
fifth floor seems like a great idea to her but
not so much to me. A great view is not as im-
portant as keeping my feet on the ground.

When we checked in at the front desk a
couple came in behind us. She was young,
excited all and caught up in the moment. Her
boyfriend was Benji Shank’s brother and
they were opening for the band that night.
And here were fans coming to see the show
and her exuberance could hardly be con-
tained. Her boyfriend gave her the look like
she was a bad dog. Maintain your composure
and don’t interact with the common folk. She
suddenly looked a little downcast. After [ saw
their performance, I thought he should have
let her have her 15 minutes. They were a long

way from the level of talent required for any-
one to notice or remember them.

We ate at the Magic Mushroom pizza
restaurant just around the corner from the
theater, saw a great show and headed back
to the hotel. That is where the events got a
little weird. At 2am I was jolted out of a
sound sleep. And nothing to do with mush-
rooms, either.

I woke up to a strange popping sound and
then smelled smoke. I sat up and looked at
the cabinet where the television was
mounted and saw smoke rolling out of the
door. I looked at the hotel room door and re-
alized it was partially open. My next
epiphany was that my wife wasn’t there. [
am sitting on the edge of a bed in a hotel
room, alone on the fifth floor with windows
that I already knew wouldn’t open. There
was a burning smell, smoke rolling out of the
credenza in front of me and still an occa-
sional popping sound. The door was propped
open and my wife was nowhere to be found.
My mind processed the information and an-
alyzed that she wouldn’t have fled a fire
without waking me up. I hoped anyway. I
opened the cabinet door to find a microwave
complete with a microwave popcorn pack-
age inside way past the two minutes neces-
sary to pop the popcorn properly. In fact, it
was just about to the point where it would
set a hotel room on fire.

Now I have been able to wake up out of a
deep sleep to run out and chase cattle in the
middle of the night. But this event was giv-
ing my brain a while to process. At the mo-
ment none of it made any sense. Fortunately,
at this point my wife walked back in the door
to explain the circumstances I was witness
to. She wanted a snack in the middle of the
night and started the popcorn, when she re-
alized we had no drinks in the hotel room so
she headed out the door to the vending ma-
chine around the corner which turned out to
not be operating so she took the elevator
down to the next floor to find a soda, and at
that time not realizing that the microwave
had been set to twenty minutes instead of
two. Since hotel rooms always smell pretty
funky anyway, the burned popcorn was kind
of an improvement. It didn’t set off the
smoke alarm so we were able to resolve the
incident without anymore excitement. The
popcorn was beyond edible, but there was
still the leftover pizza.

A Minnesotan:
Matters of
Turkeys and
Armadillos

By RosaLin Alcoser

Over the years I have discussed geese,
ducks and of course goats. However, what
I have yet to discuss are turkeys.

My current neighborhood has a roaming
gang of wild turkeys that has at least ten
members. Which I go to great lengths to
avoid as they are wild turkeys. With good
cause too as I once watched them chase a
college student down the street. As I
watched from my living room window it
got me thinking about two encounters that
I’ve had with wild turkeys. Except mine
were both out in rural Minnesota rather
than being chased down a Twin Cities sub-
urban street.

My first encounter was when I was about

five or six years old. I had gone with my
father to the farm of one of his church
members at the time. This particular mem-
ber did not keep a dog but still needed
something to keep wild animals out of his
chickens. So he kept an attack turkey.

This attack turkey was a big old Tom that
was roughly the same size that [ was at the
time. And this turkey did his job well and
pretty much attacked anything that it saw.
Including me.

Well that big old Tom came running at
me and I ran as fast as my little legs could
carry me until it was called off. It felt like
I had been chased forever. In reality it
probably only chased me for all of one to
two minutes but it felt like forever.

About 10 years later I had my second en-
counter with a wild turkey. I was walking
outside with my mother and sister when I
saw something stirring in the brush out of
the corner of my eye. Then suddenly it
moved and like any logical person would
do I screamed “Armadillo!” Well the
screaming caused it to fly up into the air
right in front of me. To which I screamed
again “Flying armadillo!”

Of course as this is Minnesota and not the
South it was in fact not an armadillo nor
can armadillos of any kind fly. As you
might have already guessed it was in fact a
turkey. More especially it was a mother
hen who thought I was after her nest and
was doing her best to get me to move away
from it.

Residential & Multi-Family Contractor

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

Benji & Charlie

Free Inspections

952.222.4004

www.CapitalMN.com
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THEME: NATIONAL PARKS
ACROSS

1. Rhymes with, and similar in meaning, to blob
5. Refrigerator sound

8. Action word

12. Left, in Russia

13. Departed

14. Locomotive hair

15. As opposed to St. in a city, pl.

16. French cordial flavoring

17. Type of lily, pl.

18. *Voyageurs National Park location
20. Like Andersen's duckling

21. Poacher's ware

22. Unit of pressure

23. *Volcanoes National Park location
26. Dionysus' female followers

30. U.N. labor agency

31. Camels' relatives

34. Pelvic bones

35. Smears

37."____ oftheland"

38. Gertrude Stein's reception room
39. Sicilian rumbler

40. Strong influence

42. To sum

43. Blushes

45, *Utah national park

47. What blanket and landing have in common
48. State before birth

50. Eastern European

52. *Yosemite's famous monolith (2 words)
56. Cockamamie

57. Effect of pain?

58. First weekly news magazine in U.S.
59. South African currency, pl.

60. Tolstoy's Karenina

61. The 15th of March

62. King Kong and Koko, e.g.

63. Hot one in a bun

64. Copper coin

Down

CENOOABN

. Type of shot

Strauss of jeans fame

. Often found under a range

Herzegovina's partner

. Kind of roll, in school
. Togetherness

* Verde National Park
*Shenandoah National Park location

. Twelfth month of Jewish civil year

. Frost-covered
. Like certain relief
. is a byproduct of ____ (2 3-letter words)

14."___ for alarm"

19. See nor hear this? pl.

22. Faux

283. Opposite of seeker

24. Winged

25. One of Florence Nightingale's concerns
26. American Indians of Yucatan

27. Islam's Supreme Being

28.Din LED

29. *White ___ National Park in New Mexico
32. Financial help

33. “Need one to navigate a National Park?
36. “The Lakota called it "Mako Sica"

38. Razor sharpener

40. *Old Faithful ____, lodging spot in Yellowstone

. Poolside hut

44. Roof overhang

46. Rotten Tomatoes contributor
48. Latin American plain

49. Getting an A

50. Finger-produced sound

. Muffin Man's Drury

52. "Goodness gracious!"

53. Ocean motion

54. Word of agreement

55. *Bald Eagle's home in Acadia or Olympic Na-
tional Parks

56. One of the Gershwins

SHIMSNV NXOANS

Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Your Community Bank
Rooted in Agriculiure

We pride ourselves on flexible financing solutions, competitive rates,
fast decisions and personalized service to help you grow your
business today and preserve it for future generations.

A
Be Patient With Our Farmers on the Road this Spring
A

www.heritagebankmn.com

WEST CONCORD: 181 Main Street 507-527-2236
@ NORTHFIELD: 1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736
e DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929






