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Announcements
• Three Rivers CommunityAction is cur-

rently accepting new Meals On Wheels
clients in the communities of Zumbrota,
Mazeppa, Goodhue, Pine Island, Kenyon
and Wanamingo. Receive a hot meal deliv-
ered to your home by a volunteer at lunch
time up to 5 days per week. To qualify you
must be 60 or older, live within city limits,
have limited mobility and/or are unable to
prepare nutritious meals. The suggested do-
nation is $5-$10 per meal. For more infor-
mation on how to sign up for meals or to be
a volunteer driver, please contact Dana
Bergner at 507-421-6067 or dbergner@three-
riverscap.org
• Hiawathaland Transit: Service hours

are 7:30am-4:30pm Monday through Friday.
Call dispatch at 866-623-7505 Monday
through Friday 6am-9pm and Saturday
7:00am-5:00pm. Visit threeriverscap.org for
more information.
• Wanamingo Veterans Honor Guard in-

vite you to become a member. Join us and
help us make the Wanamingo Veterans Honor
Guard an even bigger success. WVHG meets
the third Tuesday of each month at the
Wanamingo Community Center. The VFW
will meet from 7-7:30p.m. The Honor Guard
will meet from 7:30-8:30p.m. For more in-
formation contact Eric Dierks 507-321-1967,
Gary Floan at 507-732-7740, or Larry Van De
Walker at 507-421-4674.

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
 MAY HOURS:

 Monday-Friday 9:00AM-6:00PM
 Saturday 9:00AM-4:00PM
 Sunday 1:00PM-4:00PM

 NOW OPEN
 FOR SPRING

 Pansy Bowls, Pansy 4 Packs, 4” Pansy Pots
 Nice Selection of Hanging Baskets, Annuals, 

 Mixed Containers, Vegetable Plants

FRESH
FLORAL FOR
WEDDINGS,
SYMPATHY,

SPECIAL
EVENTS!

By Cheri Roshon
Syttende Mai is a Norwegian holiday cele-
brating the official signing of the Norwegian
Constitution. Also called Grunnlovsdagen
(the Constitution Day), it is a traditional cel-

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 5)

(pages 12-15)

ebration of the signing of the newly estab-
lished constitution of Norway on May 17th,
1814 in Eidsvoll, Norway. In Norway, the
celebration is huge!
People wear their traditional dress, and joy-

ful festivities are held all over in their coun-
try. Since Wanamingo was settled by pre-
dominently Norwegian immigrants, this is a
tradition that has carried over and is still cel-
ebrated here.
In Norway, you will be greeted with the tra-
ditional "Gratulerer med dagen!" which
means Happy Birthday/Congratulations on
the day.

Syttendai Mai Celebrated inWanamingo Next Friday

Check out Beulkes
Greenhouse
By Cheri Roshon
Jim and Susie Beulke have just completed
construction of a big new greenhouse, just
in time for the planting season. I speak from
experience when I say they have quality
plants for competitive prices, and a huge se-
lection to choose from for your spring
planting.
Located at 680 3rd avenue inWanamingo,
you will notice 2 big hoop houses on the
south end of the property by highway 60,
and two more greenhouses on the west side.
In addition to the town locations, they also
have several greenhouses on the farm.

Jim and Susie Beulke

Honoring Our First Responders

(continued on page 7)

The 2024 Goodhue County Dairy
Princesses, Natalie Clemenson & Evelyn
Scheffler

2024 Goodhue County
Dairy Royalty Crowned

(continued on page 8)

By Cheri Roshon
During a police standoff on February 18,
2024, 3 first responders from Burnsville
were killed, and one injured. There was an
alleged sexual assault call to the 911 emer-
gency response unit to a residence. As the
police department and fire department dis-
patched their EMS units to the residence, a
stand off ensued, during which the officers
convinced the armed man inside to let them
in.

Postal Customer
ECRWSS
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Religion

DENNISON/VANG
 LUTHERAN PARISH
 Pastor Paul A. Graham

 (C) 507-269-5997  •  Office: 507-645-6042
 P.O. Box 117, Dennison, MN  55018

 Website: www.dennisonvang.org
 You can join us for Worship online at
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/

 167136242800

 TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
 301 2nd Avenue, Wanamingo

 824-2155
 May 12: 9:00a.m. Sacred Space;

 10:00a.m. Worship at WLC
 May 15: Baccalaureate Service

 at Vang 7:30p.m.
 May 17: Syttende Mai

 May 19: 9:00a.m. LAST Sacred Space; 
 10:00a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

 and High School Recognition at WLC;
 May 26: 10:00a.m. Worship at WLC;

 Coffee and fellowship to follow Worship

 WANAMINGO LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
 ELCA

 130 West 3rd St., Wanamingo
 824-2457

 www.TrinityWanamingo.org
 May 12: 9:00a.m. Sacred Space;

 10:00a.m. Worship at WLC
 May 15: Baccalaureate Service

 at Vang 7:30p.m.
 May 17: Syttende Mai

 May 19: 9:00a.m. LAST Sacred Space; 
 10:00a.m. Worship with Holy Communion 

 and High School Recognition at WLC;
 11:30-12:30 Community Meal

 May 22: Last Day of Class - Confirmation
 5-6:30p.m.

 May 26: 10:00a.m. Worship at WLC;
 Coffee and fellowship to follow Worship

 ASPELUND EMMANUEL LUTHERAN
 Rob Edwards, Pastor

 429 County 1 Blvd, Kenyon
 507-824-2307

 www.emmanuelaflc.org
 9:00a.m. Sunday School;
 10:00a.m. Coffee Time

 10:30a.m. Worship Service

 FIRST EV. LUTHERAN
 Julie Rogness, Pastor

 309 Forest Street, Kenyon  •  507-789-5261
 Sunday Worship 9 a.m.;

 Wed. Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

 GOL LUTHERAN
 Joe Jorgensen, Pastor

 507-838-2100
 Sunday Worship 10:30a.m. April-June

 GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH,
 NERSTRAND

 Mike Ahrens S.A.M.
 Service 9am. Coffee hour follows @ 10 am

 Sunday School 10:15 am

 HAUGE LUTHERAN
 Larry Grove, Pastor  •  507-271-9761

 302 Bullis Street, Kenyon
 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.

 with lunch following

 LANDS LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA
 David Krinke, Pastor
 16640 Hwy. 60 Blvd.

 www.landslutheran.com
 Wednesday 6:15 p.m.

 Sunday 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. at Everson Park

 STORDAHL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
 ELCA

 Pastor Kathleen Lowery
 15049 Cty. 12 Blvd., Zumbrota • 732-5711

 Sundays 10:30 a.m. Worship

 HOLDEN/DALE
 Pastor Dustin Haider • 507-789-6677
 Email: holdensecretary@gmail.com

 Worship schedule found at:
 www.holdenlutheranchurch.org

 Holden/Dale Facebook

 MOLAND CHURCH
 Nancy Edwardson, Pastor  •  507-789-6661

 Sunday School 9 a.m.

 NERSTRAND UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 Gary Liker, Pastor
 12 Maple Street  •  507-330-0025

 Worship 9:00 a.m.

 UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Jef Olson, Pastor

 429  4th Street, Kenyon  •  507-951-1271
 Worship 9 a.m.

 ST. MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Father Cory Rohlfing

 Deacon Newell McGee
 108 Bullis St., Kenyon
 Sunday Mass 8:00a.m.

 Wednesday Mass 5:00p.m.

 NEW LIFE CHURCH
 525 Beverly St., Wanamingo

 507-824-3019
 10am Worship Service

 office@nlcwanamingo.org
 Website with online services which are live
 at 10:00a.m. or can be viewed at anytime:

 https://nlcwanamingo.org/

Member
 FDIC

 DENNISON FEED
 AND FARM SUPPLY, INC.

 Tim Murry  Agronomy Sales & Service
 507-581-6218

 DENNISON, MINNESOTA  55018
602 Second Street • P.O. Box G

 Kenyon, Minnesota 55946
 507-789-6123   Toll Free 1-888-789-6123

 Visit our website:  ssbkenyon.com

AREA
 CHURCH DIRECTORY

 GOSPEL OF LIFE FAMILY CHURCH
 Pastor Steven G. Roberts

 www.gospeloflifechurch.org
 2010 Jefferson Rd, Northfield - Sunday 10:30a.m.

 507-259-2644
 Wanamingo - Wednesday 7:00p.m.

 ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
 Lora Sturm, Pastor  •  507-330-0025

 www.stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info
 19086 Jacob Avenue, Faribault

 Sunday School 9:30a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

 Work:
 Serving God With Excellence

 Whatever you do, work at it with all your 
 heart, as working for the Lord. . . . 

 —  Colossians 3:23
 Work is not merely a means of earning a 

 living; it is an opportunity to serve God 
 with excellence. Whether it’s in our job or 
 career, our studies, or our daily chores and 
 tasks, we can bring glory to God by 
 working with diligence and 
 wholeheartedness.
 Our attitude toward work reflects our 

 devotion to Christ. When we view our 
 labor as an offering to the Lord, even 
 mundane tasks take on significance.
 Every effort made with love and 

 dedication is an act of worship.
 God calls us to work for him and not for 

 human approval. We find our ultimate 
 reward in him.
 Knowing that God sees and values our 

 efforts, we serve with joy and a sense of 
 purpose.
 May our work ethic be characterized by 

 integrity and humility. Whether we are 
 enjoying success or facing challenges, we 
 can keep our eyes fixed on the One we 
 serve, knowing that our labor is not in 
 vain.
 And as we go about our work each day 

 as working for the Lord, we become a 
 reflection of God’s love and a light in this 
 world.

 Lord, I offer my work and all I do as 
 worship to you. Help me to serve 
 diligently and with integrity. May my 
 labor bring you glory and reflect your 
 love to others. In Jesus’ name,  Amen.

 37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 
 Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM

 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
 Bar Open Later

 507-645-9992  •  www.firesidelounge.net

Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
P.O. Box 125

Dennison, MN 55018
Phone/Text 507-645-3327

Fax 507-645-9878
www.kenyonmn.net

www.wanamingomn.com
E-mail:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com
Published in cooperation with

Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
© 2024. Kenyon-Wanamingo Messenger.

All rights reserved.

For advertising information
call Terry Campbell at

507-951-7417

(continued on page 3)
There are two types of people in the world
today. Energy givers and energy takers. Have
you ever been at a gathering and everyone is
having a great time and someone comes into
the room and they suck the air right out of the
atmosphere? Or, maybe you have been at a
party that seemed more like a funeral crowd
and the door opens and in walks a person that
brings life and joy to the mix. It changes
everything! In Acts chapter 11 the believers
were distressed over the stoning of Stephen.
Barnabas encouraged them and exhorted them
to remain strong. ”Now those who were scat-
tered because of the persecution that arose
over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and
Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to
none except Jews. But there were some of
them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on
coming to Antioch spoke to the Greeks also,
preaching the Lord Jesus.And the hand of the
Lord was with them, and a great number that
believed turned to the Lord. News of this
came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem,
and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he
came and saw the grace of God, he was glad;
and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to
the Lord with steadfast purpose; for he was a
good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.
And a large company was added to the Lord.“
Acts 11:19-24 RSV You can see in those
words the importance of Barnabas admonish-
ing the believers to not lose heart. This is vi-
tally relevant for us today as well. As we see
the unraveling of morality in our country, it is
so easy to become riddled with anguish or
even vexed and angry at times. In Matthew
5:43-45 Jesus gives us a remedy for our frus-
tration. He says, “You have heard that it was
said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate
your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your en-
emies and pray for those who persecute you,

The Gift of
Exhortation

By Pastor Larry Grove
Hauge Free Lutheran Church, Kenyon

so that you may be sons of your Father who
is in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the
just and on the unjust.“ If we pray for those
that are making our life difficult, our anger
and frustration dissipates. This is a difficult
task but worth trying. I had a fellow that I
worked side by side with who was bent on
making my life miserable. I tried everything
to find common ground with this man but it
was to no avail. So I began to pray for him

and I also asked God to reveal to me some
common ground. I found out he had a number
of aquariums. Fancy, beautiful tanks that had
exotic fish and sea creatures in them. I did not
knowmuch about this hobby but I thoroughly
enjoyed watching fish when I came across a
well kept marine museum. I went to him and
said, “I hear that you have some wonderful
aquariums. Can you tell me about them?” At
once the walls were down and he opened up
to me and shared interesting facts about his

favorite pastime. We never became the clos-
est of friends but his vendetta against me was
thwarted and life became so much better for
me in the workplace. If we committed to
praying for those that are troubling us, God
changes our relationship towards them and
calms our heart. He changes the atmosphere
and opens doors for reconciliation and maybe
even restoration. Ephesians 4:29 gives us an-
other challenge from the Word.
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Obituaries & Religion
Craig Garet Grudem
Craig Garet Grudem, age 76, of Zumbrota,

MN, a beloved hus-
band, father,
grandpa, brother, and
friend was called to
his heavenly home
on Tuesday, April 9,
2024.
Craig was born on
August 19, 1947, at
the RedWing Hospi-
tal in Red Wing,
MN, to Clifford and

Helen (Tiedemann) Grudem. He was baptized
on September 21, 1947, at Christ Lutheran
Church in Zumbrota, where he was a lifelong
member. He lived and grew up in Zumbrota
and graduated from Zumbrota High School in
1965. After high school, he attended
Rochester Junior College and Mankato State
University in Mankato, MN. He graduated in
1969 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Business Administration. On October 21st,
1972, Craig was united in marriage to Judy
Berg at Lands Lutheran Church in Zumbrota.
He worked for Nestle Foods as a Sales Rep-
resentative for over 35 years until he retired
in 2014. This career brought Craig and his
family much enjoyment over the years and
many friendships.
Craig always had a smile on his face, Laugh-
ter was a big part of Craig’s life, he loved to
joke around and bring a smile to anyone’s
face. He was an avid sports fan, he loved
watching and attending Vikings, Twins, Tim-
berwolves, North Stars, and Wild games. He
especially loved watching and attending the
Zumbrota-Mazeppa Cougars games where his
kids and grandkids played baseball, football,
basketball, and dance team. He made it a pri-
ority to attend every event and rarely missed
any games.
He was a devoted husband to his wife, Judy,
and father to his son, Brian and his wife, Judy,
and his son, Josh, and his wife, Lindsey.
He is survived by his loving wife of 51
years, Judy Grudem; son, Brian (Judy) Gru-
dem of Zumbrota and grandchildren, Katelyn
(Tj) McBryde, Tyler Grudem, Hailey Gru-
dem, and Kevin Grudem; son, Josh (Lindsey)

Grudem of Wanamingo and grandson, Percy
Grudem; his sister, Carol Gates; his brother,
John (Elaine) Grudem.
He was preceded in death by his parents,
Clifford and Helen and many sisters and
brothers-in-law.
Memorial service was at 11 a.m. on Thurs-
day, April 18, 2024, at Christ Lutheran
Church. ReverendWayne Schoch officiated.
Visitation was from 5 until 8 p.m. on
Wednesday, April 17, 2024, at the Mahn
Family Funeral Home, Larson Chapel in
Zumbrota and for one hour prior to the serv-
ice at the church on Thursday. Burial was at
the Zumbrota Cemetery.

Lowell Elwood Broin
Lowell Elwood Broin went to be with the

Lord May 1, 2024.
He was the son of
Arthur and Edna
(Flaten) Broin, born
at home on October
31, 1938. He was
baptized and con-
firmed at Holden

Lu t h e r an
Church in
r u r a l
K e n y o n ,

and was raised in Wanamingo Township on
County One Boulevard. Lowell attended
country school at the District 85 schoolhouse
in Cherry Grove Township. He attended and
graduated from Kenyon High School in
1956. He was a lifelong member of Holden
Lutheran Church.
When he was a senior in high school, he en-
listed in theArmy Reserves in Kenyon, com-
pany C, 411th Infantry Regiment, 103rd
Infantry Division. Lowell farmed with his fa-
ther on the home farm.
Lowell married Judith Ann Hanson, Octo-
ber 11,1958 at the United Methodist Church
in Nerstrand. He moved a small house onto
the Broin homestead, where they raised their
four children and ran the farm. Lowell was a
very creative farmer, always figuring out
ways to improve the farm without spending
too much. He tore down old houses and used
the lumber for projects around the farm. He

tore down silos and moved them. He used
staves from one of the silos to build a swim-
ming pool behind the house. He built a new
swine farrowing barn from the ground up
using only family labor. He retrofitted his
corn dryer to burn biomass and railroad ties
for heat.
In the late 70's Lowell learned about some
farmers that were experimenting with mak-
ing alcohol on their farms, using the alcohol
as fuel, and feeding the byproduct to their
livestock. He envisioned that alcohol could
be a significant use for corn, perhaps eventu-
ally making the farmland set-aside program
unnecessary.
He visited with others that had failed with
their small ethanol plants, to find out what
worked and what didn't. He sourced used
equipment from auctions and salvage yards,
built some of the equipment with the help of
a local welding shop, and the family and a
few others helped with the erection, equip-
ment installation, plumbing, electrical, and
instrumentation. The farm-scale plant started
operations in 1985, and it went on to demon-
strate the successful production of ethanol to
the Broin family and to many others. Lowell
purchased a larger bankrupt ethanol plant at
a bankruptcy sale in Scotland, South Dakota
in 1987. Lowell’s sons joined him, and Broin
Companies was born. Today 35% U.S. corn
production is processed through bioethanol
plants to provide 10% of U.S. gasoline de-
mand plus many co-products.
Lowell's beloved first wife Judith, passed
away unexpectedly in 2008. But eventually
Lowell met Nancy, and on June 26, 2010,
Lowell married Nancy Shatford at Holden
Lutheran Church. Lowell and Nancy have
had many wonderful years together, spend-
ing summers at Lake Madison in South
Dakota, and winters in Lake Havasu City,
Arizona. Nancy became a beloved step-
mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother
to all of the Broin children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.
Lowell is survived by his wife, Nancy
Broin, residing at Goodhue Living in Good-
hue; children, Robert (Miriam) Broin of
Sioux Falls, Cindy (Nick) Fisher-Broin of
Wanamingo, Jeff (Tammie) Broin of Sioux
Falls, Todd (Linda) Broin of Sioux Falls;
grandchildren, Adam (Joy), Derek (Molly),
and Jacob Broin, Josiah (Rachael), Noah
(Alexzandra), Jonah (Emma Christine), and
Emma Fisher, Alyssa (Drew) Christensen,
Miranda Broin, Austin Broin, Lucas Broin,
Jared Broin, and Jessica Broin; nine great-

grandchildren; sister in law, Sarah Broin of
Kenyon; brother in law, Richard Hanson of
Kenyon; sister in law, Barbara Hanson of
Northfield, and numerous nieces and
nephews. He was preceded in death by his
parents; first wife, Judith Ann (Hanson)
Broin; brother, Arthur Donald; brother, Har-
land and sister, Beverly Felten.
Visitation will be at Holden Lutheran
Church, rural Kenyon on Wednesday, May
8th from 12:30 - 2:00 PM. A funeral service
will be heldWednesday, May 8, 2024 at 2:00
PM at Holden Lutheran Church, rural
Kenyon with Pastor Dustin Haider officiat-
ing. Interment will be in the Holden Lutheran
Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred
to Holden Lutheran Church.

Linda Ann Bertram
Linda Ann Bertram, 76 of Wanamingo,

passed away peace-
fully on Saturday,
May 4, 2024.
Linda was born in
St Paul, Minnesota
to Edward and Mar-
garet Axelson, and
resided inWelch and
Wanamingo. Linda
was a woman of re-
markable strength
and resilience, and

throughout her life, she faced challenges with
grace and courage.
Linda is survived by her son Michael
(Brenda) Radke from Oklahoma and brother
Jim (Donna)Axelson from Texas, two grand-
children, and two great-grandchildren. She
also leaves behind countless friends and fam-
ily who cherished her presence and admired
her generous spirit. Her legacy of love, com-
passion, resilience, and love of cats will con-
tinue to inspire those who knew her.
Linda had a passion for photography, horse-
back riding, and animal rescues. She spent
her adult life enjoying the life and love of
every cat she adopted.
At Linda’s request, there will be no memo-
rial or funeral service; her wish was to be re-
membered by lifetime memories rather than
end-of-life ceremonies. A private burial will
be in the Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
Cemetery in Welch.
In lieu of flowers, the family is asking for
donations to be made to Camp Companion
(animal rescue) in Rochester Minnesota in
Linda’s name and honor.

The Gift of Exhortation
(continued from page 2)
It says,”Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who lis-
ten.“ If our desire was to always look for the best in a person and build them up, encour-
age them, and exhort them to be the best that they could be, the world would be a much
better place. Conflicts would end, tensions would cease, and people would strive to do
even more to encourage and build up those around them. As Christians we need to be the
salt and light to all we come into contact with. We may not have the gift of exhortation,
but Paul gives us an exhortation in I Corinthians 14:1. He says,”earnestly desire all the
spiritual gifts.” We can all encourage someone. And as we practice the gift of exhortation
we will become better at it and see the benefits that it brings. Be an energy giver. Our
world is in dire need of that type of individual. As we build people up, folks will be drawn
to us and the Gospel can fall on receptive ears. Just as with Barnabas, a large company may
be added to the Lord! May God bless you as you endeavor to be an exhorter for His glory.

As you turn the page to the next chapter,
 the future is yours to write.

 Fill it with new experiences, good people
 and rewarding choices that help make the 

 world a better place. 

 Best wishes to all of the dedicated seniors who
 are celebrating their graduation this year!

232 Main Street, Wanamingo, MN 55983 •  (507) 824-2265

 ssbwanamingo.com

 “Banking for your success”

Do You Have a Story Idea?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnssCCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnssCongratulations
ttoo aallll tthheettoo aallll tthheeto all the

KKeennyyoonn//WWaannaammiinnggooKKeennyyoonn//WWaannaammiinnggooKenyon/Wanamingo
sseenniioorrss!!sseenniioorrss!!seniors!

$

751 3rd Avenue
 Wanamingo

 8:00am-10:00pm Monday-Saturday
 11:00am-6:00pm Sunday

 507-824-4030
 jakeshometownliquor@gmail.com

Let us help
 with your entertaining

 this Spring.

Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law   
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice
 • Probate
 4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Stop By or Call for Appointment 507-789-5899
 609 2nd St. Kenyon, MN (next to V.F.W.) Tues.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3   Cash or Check Only

 THE

 HAIR PLACE

Master  BARBER

$15
 FRIDAYS

 Mention Ad

Kenyon
Food Drive
a Success

The food drive by Wangen Prairie Chuch
for the All Seasons Community Food Shelf
in Kenyon finished at the end of March with
a flourish. Originally, organizers were hop-
ing to raise food donations from the com-
munity totaling 1,000 pounds. But that goal
was exceeded at the end of four weeks, on
March 23, when the total topped 1,088
pounds. So the goal was upped to 1,200
pounds. But on Easter weekend, an addi-
tional 285 pounds of food was contributed,
bringing the month end total to 1,373
pounds! It literally “blew the top” off of the
Church’s thermometer poster, pictured in the
adjoining photo.
All this activity was going on Saturday
mornings at the Kenyon Market. Church
volunteers, on Friday nights, prepared ap-
proximately 50 bags of the specific groceries
sought by the Food Shelf, in packages cost-
ing approximately $10, $15 or $20, which
shoppers could just put in their carts and pay
for at the checkout. Extra bags were placed
on the front counter at the Market so shop-
pers could purchase them during the week.
Pete Wagner, the manger at the Kenyon
Market, and his staff (some of whom are pic-
tured in the adjoining picture) were a huge
help in this effort. They posted signs adver-

tising the food drive, and every week made
sure to order all the food necessary to prepare
the prepackaged bags which were assembled
on Friday nights. All the staff at Kenyon
Market were enthusiastic boosters of the food
drive, welcoming theWangen Prairie Church
volunteers every Saturday morning as they
invited shoppers to purchase one of the
prepackaged bags.
Now the Church will be purchasing an ad-
ditional 1,373 pounds of food from Kenyon
Market to accomplish their “pound for
pound” promised match. All of the food is
to be piled up on the church altar before
being delivered to the Food Shelf, demon-
strating one of the Church’s mottos: “We are
blessed, in order to be a blessing to others”.
Congratulations to Kenyon, and thanks!

Does your 
 car need a 
 second 
 opinion?
 We have quality mechanics who can diagnose

 and repair what others can’t.

 ~ See us for Tires and Custom Exhaust ~

11365 Highway 60, Wanamingo
 Call 507-824-2479 to schedule.

 We warranty all of our auto, light truck, or trailer repairs.

502 Huseth St., Kenyon

 507-789-6321

Toro 77501
 Timecutter Max

 50” deck iron forged fabricated deck 10 g. steel
 23 hp Kawasaki V-twin

 5 gallon fuel tank
 18” comfortable gaming style seat

 $3,899.00
 Check out our full line of

 60v Lithium Ion cordless tools 
 and accessories.

 Includes: string trimmers,
 edgers, chainsaws,

 hedge trimmers & more
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Then you would be invited to a large break-
fast with friends and family, going to or par-
ticipating in many parades, and celebrate all
day and into the night. Here in town there are
various things to participate in.
The Lions Club will be holding their tradi-
tional May pancake breakfast at the Com-
munity Center from 7:30 to 9:30. Proceeds
from the breakfast will be set aside for a fu-
ture Pickle Ball court. The location has not
been decided yet, but one idea is for it to be
used where the hockey rink is in the winter,
so it can do "double duty". For more infor-
mation, contact Dan Radloff at (651) 262-
8779 or Brent Leinenger at (507) 581-2852.
The Citywide Garage Sale hosted by the
Commercial Club, will be held as well, and
you can sign up to get on the map for your

Zumbrota Area
Ambulance

Open House and
Fundraiser

Syttendai Mai Celebrated inWanamingo Next Friday
opportunity to sell your wares. Sign up sheets
are available at Wanamingo Mutual and Area
57. The location map will be posted on
Wanamingo Town Talk Facebook page. Con-
tact Michael Boulton at City Hall for more in-
formation.
Land's Church will be hosting a Lutefisk
Dinner on Friday night, May 17th. For more
information, contact Bonnie Greseth at (507)
319-9548.
If Lutefisk isn't your "thing", The Spot will
be serving a themed dinner on Saturday the
18th. Contact Dan Romo at (612) 741-6495
for details, or check out the Spot on Facebook
for more details.
So get your bunads out of the closet, tie to-
gether some red, white and blue ribbons, and
go celebrate Constitution Day!

(continued from page 1)

Calling all Norwegians –
Gathering of Descendants of Western Norway June 13-15th
We (Vestlandslag) are meeting for our annual stevne (convention) at the Urland Church,
south of Cannon Falls June 13-15, and we are inviting you to join us. The Vestlandslag is
an umbrella organzation of 8 bygdelag (Hardangerlag, Møre og Romsdalslag, Nordhord-
landslag / Sunnhordlandslag, Rogalandslag, Sognalag, Sunnfjordlag, and Vosselag).
Bygdelag are organizations comprised of descendants of emigrants from Norway to North
America. Every "Lag" seeks to preserve and strengthen bonds with its home district or
community-of-origin in Norway. Because groups usually hold meetings (stevner) once
each summer, Lag newsletters continue to be essential communication tools in most
groups. Each of the lags meet during the annual stevne.
Stevne programs may feature a variety of Norwegian cultural and educational activities,
including genealogy classes, noted speakers, and displays of Norwegian arts and crafts.

Vestlandslag usually meets the 2nd or 3rd week in June Thursday – Saturday.
2024 Stevne - June 13-15, Urland Church, Cannon Falls, MN

www.fellesraad.com -www.moreogromsdallag.org
www.rogalandslag.org - www.vosselag.org

Contact person: President, Ann Romo 507-990-6397 annromo04@gmail.com
Thursday, June 13, 2024, speakers: Jen Dauer “Beyond Names and Dates: Creative
ways to display family keepsakes”; Sandra Bestland –“SPEDALSKHED: Leprosy in 19th-
Century Norway”; Lunch, Tour to Aspelund Church, Holden Church, Nystuen Home;
Dinner, Pati Kachel –Story teller “Ya Sure, I’m a Norvegin Luteran”
Friday, June 14, 2024, speakers: Denny Kalvig - “Genealogy and Norwegian Digita-
lakivet”, Karla Brown “My GreatAunt’s trip to Norway in 1908”; Lunch, Hakon Torge-
sen - “A Norwegian Refugee from China”, Grace Eddy - “Norwegian Folkehøgskole.”
Bunad Show & Norwegian Sweater Show, Stevne Banquet, “Down Home Bluegrass
Band.”
Saturday, June 10, 2024 - Individual Lag Meetings, Vestlandslag Annual meeting,
lunch.

By Cheri Roshon
On Sunday, May 19th the crew at the Zum-
brota Ambulance Garage will be hosting a
fundraiser for the ambulance needs. Located
at 1450 Jefferson Drive in Zumbrota, the men
and women who volunteer their time to keep
us safe will be serving up a lunch and an-
swering questions you may have about their
services. There may even be a visit from the

NorthAir helicopter, weather permitting, and
if they are not on a call!
Zumbrota Area Ambulance provides serv-
ices to Zumbrota, Pine Island, Wanamingo,
Goodhue, Mazeppa and Bellechester, as well
as the townships of Belle Creek, Belvidere,
Chester, Cherry Grove, Goodhue, Mazeppa,
Mineola, Roscoe, Pine Island ,Wanamingo
and Zumbrota. That is an area of over 330
miles! This year, members responded to 1286
calls in their area. They also completed over
1000 hours of training in 2023 to keep up to
date on the latest medical practices, proce-
dures and protocol to provide the best serv-
ice to the residents and communities they
serve.
ZumbrotaAreaAmbulance would be grate-
ful for donations in any amount for purchas-
ing and updating equipment. You can come
on down and donate in person, or send your
contribution to this important cause at the ad-
dress above. Every bit helps to be sure any-

one in need will be taken care of in a crisis.
A list of the men and women who serve
you are :
Ryan Holm Blake Hilke
Jen Klein Christian Monsrud
Travis Goodman Tim Mack
Amber Hilke Chad Klein
Mark Fischer James Stelzer
Luke O'Reilly Bob Benson
Shane Guldinger Dennis Huffman
Anthony Pasquale Brad Buck
Katy Johnson Tim Frank
Rick Peterson Logan Enderson
Kyle Dessner Jamie Sommer
Julia Rinn Matt Disbrow
Dustin Nevsimal Bruce Goodman
Derek Weckerling Brian Radtke
Megan Mckenzie
Our members wish to say THANK YOU
for your generous donations and continued
support. It Takes a community and continued
support.
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Milo Peterson Ford Co.

SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW.MILOPETERSONFORD.NET
 3020  457th Street Way, Kenyon • 507-789-6113 • SALES HOURS: M-T-Th 7:30a.m.-8p.m.; W-F 7:30a.m.-6p. m.; Sat. 8a.m.-4p.m.

DRIVE INTO SPRING WITH A FORD
2020

 FORD
 F-150 

 LARIAT

4WD, super crew, 
 5.5 box, 36,688 

 miles, agate black 
 metallic, 3.5L V-6

 #23112U

AWD, 25,400 miles, 
 star white metallic, 

 ecoboost 2.0L 
 turbocharged

 #23189U

 4 door, advanced 4x4, 
 18,527 miles,

 cactus gray, 2.7L V-6 
 ecoboost

 #23121U

 AWD, 10,923 miles, 
 carbonized gray, 

 metallic, ecoboost 
 2.0L turbocharged

 #23140U

2017
 FORD 

 EXPLORER 
 LIMITED

Magnetic metallic, 
 2.3L ecoboost, 
 76,312 miles

 #24005U

2022
 FORD

 SUPER DUTY 
 F-350 SRW 

 LARIAT

4WD, crew cab, 6.75 box, 
 rapid red metallic,50,103 
 miles, power stroke 6.7L 

 V-8 turbo diesel
 #24031U

2022
 FORD 

 ESCAPE 
 TITANIUM

 2021
 FORD 

 BRONCO 
 WILDTRACK

 2021
 FORD 
 EDGE
 SEL

Spring Car Care
At Milo Peterson Ford Co., our highly qualified technicians
 are here to provide exceptional service in a timely manner.

 From oil changes to transmission replacements,  we are dedicated to maintaining
 top tier customer service, for both new and pre-owned car buyers!

 Allow our staff to demonstrate our commitment to excellence.
 Call our service department to schedule your maintenance needs.

 Open Monday thru Friday 7:30am to 5pm.

$41,999

 Spring 
 Special!

$28,585

 Spring 
 Special!

$51,950

 Spring 
 Special!

$28,999

 Spring 
 Special!

$20,775

 Spring 
 Special!

$67,999

 Spring 
 Special!

Wanamingo
Community
Garden

It's that time of year again, when we turn our
thoughts to vine ripened tomatoes, fresh peas
and beans, and all kinds of fresh produce that
comes with a garden. Wanamingo has been
providing a Community Garden space for
several years now, and it is located at the end
of Nelson Drive in the Torkelson Park area of
town.
There are 9 plots measuring 25 ft by 25 ft,
and 12 raised beds that measure 4 ft by 8 ft.
This year, all the raised beds are rented out
for mere $25 refundable deposit, but there are
3 ground plots still available, if you have the
itch to stick your hands in the dirt and raise
some scrumptious food, or even flowers.
Here's how it works. If you want to rent one
of the available plots, contact Michael Boul-
ton at (507) 824-2477, and he will sign you
up. You then come in and sign a contract that
spells out your responsibilities, and give him
$25. This money will be refunded upon the
end of the season, after you have cleaned up
your plot. If you would rather, you may con-
tact Michael at cityadministratoe@city-
ofwanamingo.com to get signed up.
The people who lease each space will work
the plots up in the spring and fall, and the city
provides water access for the gardens. The
city will assign plots at the beginning of the

season, and reserves the right to have full ac-
cess to the plots at anytime during the grow-
ing season to make sure all the rules are
being followed. Some of the rules are having
your plot at least halfway planted by the 1st
of June, and fully planted by July 1st. There
will be no chemicals used except BT (Bacil-
lus Thuringiensis) or Insecticidal Soaps, both
which are considered organic and safe. Plots
must be kept clean and free of weeds, dis-
eased plants, and vining plants must be con-
tained to the assigned plot. And the biggest
rule... NO entering or picking from other
plots without permission from the leaser of
the plot. No pets, smoking or alcohol in the
garden areas for obvious reasons. There are
other rules, but these are the biggies! The city
also has the first right of refusal to deny ac-
cess to lessees who may not have followed
the rules in past seasons.
Unfortunately, last year there were some
pilfering problems. I like to think that the
persons who were not growing gardens, but
helping themselves to other people's produce
were confused as to the idea of what a Com-
munity Garden is all about. Therefore I
would like to make sure the meaning is
clear..... These plots are rented by individuals
in the community to raise their own food to
eat, can, give away, or whatever they want to
do with what they work so hard to grow. This
is not a garden where the "community" can
come out and help themselves to whatever
they want to take. The definition of that
would be stealing. While I can understand
that "Community Garden" could be con-
strued to mean that the gardens are for the
people who live here to eat, that is not the

case. So, if you want fresh produce, rent a
plot, and join our community. Otherwise,
there are Farmers Markets, and CSA's (Com-
munity Supported Agriculture) to consider.
And last but certainly not least, the City as-
sumes no liability for injury, damage, theft or
loss of property belonging to garden partici-
pants before, during or after the lease of the

plots. Each participant will need to sign a gar-
den contract, a liability waiver and pay the
$25 refundable deposit before the plot is as-
signed.
So, there you have it....the rules, regulations
and opportunity to "grow your own"! At this
writing, there are still 3 plots available, so
give Michael a call and have fun gardening!

Congratulations
 Class of 2024
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Honoring
Our First

Responders
(continued from page 1)

Decker Power & Equipment
 810 3rd Avenue, Wanamingo

 507-824-2421
 We Sell and Service the Full Line of Husqvarna Trimmers, Saws & Blowers

The call came in at 2 am, and during the
standoff, the trained men were able to talk to
the alleged perpetrator and tried to convince
him to drop his weapon. It seemed that the
offender in question was about to surrender
his gun, when at 5:26 am, he shot and killed
Paul Elmstrand and Matthew Ruger, police
officers, and Adam Finseth, a paramedic for
the fire department, and wounded Adam

Madlicoff, another police officer. The man,
Shannon Gooden, then turned the gun on
himself and took his own life.
As the investigation commenced, it was
discovered that the shooter's girlfriend had
procured the weapon and several others for
Gooden, who was a felon, and not allowed
to purchase the weapons. The assault call
was fabricated to get the police into the home
so they could be shot in cold blood.
How does this happen? There has been a lot
of talk about defunding the police depart-
ments in our country, and this is the result.
Hate crimes, looting, car jacking, and many
other crimes are proliferating, and it all
seems so crazy. Does anyone understand the
consequences of the actions that we are
being called to put into play?Well, I dare say,
there are still people who care about what is
happening in our country, and I am proud to

say that Angie Anderson is one of the Min-
nesota Nice people who took a stand, and
showed the families of the deceased officers
that even in a small town in America, people
care.
After the incident was made public, Angie
decided to put out a donation jar for the fam-
ilies who were affected by this heinous crime.
Many of her restaurant patrons asked her
what was going to be done with the money,
and she told them that she just felt like it was
a way to show there are people who care.
"We wanted to show that small communities
care about what is happening in the larger
cities, and that kindness can triumph over
evil," saidAnderson. " I don't know what will
be done with the funds we collected, but I as-
sume it will go to the families." So much
publicity has gone into defunding police de-
partments all over the United States, that she
wanted to show support for our local law en-
forcement officers and the families of the
downed officers, and hopefully make a dif-
ference just by showing others that a little
town like Kenyon cares.
There is a saying by Margaret Mead that

goes like this....."Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful committed individuals
can change the world. In fact, it's the only
thing that ever has." Thank you, Kenyon res-
idents, for contributing to the good in the
world. I am sure it will mean a lot to the fam-
ilies who will know that you cared enough to
contribute to Angie's donation jar.
Today, Angie presented Chief Jeff Sjoblum
a cashiers check for the families affected by
this crime. Tomorrow, ine of our officers will
present the check to the precinct that the men
who were killed worked for. Chief Sjoblum
attended the funeral given for the officers in
support of law and justice in our world.
I say that we as a community are privileged

to have kind and caring men and women pro-
tecting us day and night, and that we should
show our appreciation whenever we can, not
just when we need them to show up. So, if
you have any positive ideas for actions to sup-
port others, just do it! Have a neighbor in
need? Give them a helping hand. Know some-
one who needs a smile? Give them one of
yours! You will find that the joy is in the giv-
ing.
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These are used to grow flowers, greenhouse
grown tomatoes and vegetable plants, and
hold the cemetery urns they tend to. The retail
location in town opens for business in mid
April every year, and is open until around mid
June, when they start to wrap things up. For

about 5 weeks of the year, they hire 5 locals
to help with the retail sales, and one or two
"plant whisperers" to help keep the flowers
happy! According to Deb Erickson, one of
the employees who has been there for many
years, "They are grown with love." No won-
der they all look so happy!
All the greenhouses are filled with herbs,
vegetable plants, and flowers of every size,
shape and color, but this is only a part of their
business. On weekends you will find them at
Farmers Markets in St. Paul and Minneapo-
lis selling the plants and produce they grow
on their home farm, just south of
Wanamingo.Another big part of the business
is the cemetery urns they lovingly plant in
March, and grow and prune them until Me-

Check out
Beulkes

Greenhouse
(continued from page 1)

morial Day when they are hand
loaded and hand delivered to each
gravesite on their list. They cover
944 grave sites in 28 cemeteries, pri-
marily in Goodhue County! About
90% of the urns are traditional style,
with red geraniums, spikes and other
sun and wind tolerant species. The
other 10% are specialty urns that
hold other kinds of flowers and
plants. The urns are either 12 or 14
inches in diameter. You can order
one by calling Jim at (507) 272-
3761 or Susie at (507) 272-3764,
and they will take good care of you.
The urns are billed annually each
February, so you don't have to re-
member to order each year.
Entering into the retail space, you
will find a variety of rentals for spe-
cial occasions, knic knacs to pur-
chase, and seeds for your garden.
There are cute gift items as well.
You may also find Ashley Engen or
one of the other employees bustling
around, ready to help you with what-
ever you need. Ashley started work-
ing there before she could drive, and
has continued to help out for 22
years! And Jim's dad Elroy also
helps out with the easy tasks when
he is not farming his own land at 96
years young! Talk about employee
retention!!!
I asked Jim how all this began. He
said he grew up on the family farm, growing
vegetables to sell to both retail and wholesale
markets. As he graduated high school and
began at college, he became more and more
interested in flower production as well as
growing vegetables, and making it his career.
While buying small plant cuttings from other
greenhouses, he met Susie, whose family
owned a greenhouse business in West St.
Paul, and the rest, as they say, is history!
They got married and raised their family on
their farm. Ellyn and Jack help when time
permits. Other family members help out as
well, selling plants and vegetables on the
weekends, or even driving out to the farm to
help when needed. They soon began incor-
porating flowers into the mix. Susie is a
florist, and brings yet another aspect to the
business. She does flower arrangements for
weddings and funerals, plus special occa-
sions. As we were chatting, she was putting
together beautiful prom corsages and bou-

tonnieres.
In 2008, the space they own now went up
for sale, and they went for it. As they began in
the new location, they kept it as original as
possible, utilizing all the buildings as long as
they could. In the past few years, the building
they replaced had become a hazard, and had
to be torn down. They purchased the building
supplies in Owen, Wisconsin, and the people
they bought it from referred them to a Men-
nonite crew that assembled it in 4 working
days. The groundwork was done in Novem-
ber to be ready for spring construction, and as
luck would have it, the mild winter allowed
the new hoop house to be done in time for this
season, and you have got to come and see it!
Jill Swenson happened to be in the store, buy-
ing her flowers, and was in awe. "The new
greenhouse looks amazing," she said. "It's
huge!" So, I recommend you come on down
and check it out for yourself! And tell them
Cheri sent you!

2024 Goodhue County Dairy Royalty Crowned

The 2024 Goodhue County Dairy Royalty was crowned at the annual family Princess
Banquet on Saturday, March 30th at Bridget’s Cafe in Zumbrota. Crowned princesses
were Natalie Clementson and Evelyn Scheffler, both of Zumbrota.
Natalie Celmentson, daughter of Brian and Tiffany Clementson is currently a freshman
at the University ofWisconsin-River Falls majoring in Dairy Science. Evelyn Scheffler,
daughter of Tony and Maizie Scheffler, is a freshman at South Dakota State University
majoring in Dairy Production. Both young women are also active in 4-H Dairy Quiz
Bowl and Dairy Judging teams, FFA, and agricultural clubs at their respective universi-
ties.
They are both members of the Goodhue County 4-H Dairy Judging team that will be
traveling to the United Kingdom and Ireland in June to participate in international judg-
ing experiences.
Also recognized at the banquet were a group of young people who will be working as
Goodhue County Dairy Ambassadors. Ambassadors work with the princesses at events
to promote the dairy industry while developing their own skills in dairy promotion. Each
of these youth are active participants within the dairy community or on their respective
farms. Ambassadors Named ambassadors were the following:
• Troy Clementson, son of Brian &Tiffany Clementson of Zumbrota
• Hannah Gutknecht, daughter of Brian & Holly Gutknecht of Wanamingo
• Leetta O’Reilly, daughter of Ben & Brittany O’Reilly of Goodhue
• Jenna O’Reilly, daughter of Chris O’Reilly &Abby O’Reilly of Goodhue.
The Dairy Princess competition is sponsored by the American Dairy Association of
Goodhue County, which helps promote and educate the public on dairy products and
their production. Candidates are chosen based on their communication skills, enthusiasm
for dairy promotion, and general knowledge of the dairy industry. Once crowned, the
princesses will become good-will ambassadors for Goodhue County’s dairy industry and
its farmers. They and the ambassadors will spend the next year promoting the dairy in-
dustry at, schools, promotional events, and community events and festivals. Each
princess will also be encouraged to attend the Minnesota May Dairy Promotion and Lead-
ership Event where they will have the opportunity to continue on towards competing for
the title Minnesota’s Princess Kay of the Milky Way in August.

2024 Goodhue County Dairy Ambassadors (left to right) Troy Clemenson, Hannah
Gutknecht, Leetta O'Reilly, & Jennah O'Reilly

Conrad Osthum Post 141
 Veterans of Foreign Wars

 601  2nd Street, Kenyon, MN • 507-789-5691

PULL TABSAVAILABALE!Lic.#G-00019-004

KENYON VFW POST 141
DAILY SPECIALS

HAPPY HOUR: Monday-Saturday from 4-7 PM

 NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED AND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

BURGER 
 TUESDAY
 5:30-7:30pm

 WEDNESDAY 
 WINGS

 6:00-8:00pm

 FRIDAY NIGHT
 MEAT RAFFLE

 6:00-8:00pm
 Tap Specials

(continued from page 1)
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Two weeks before teachers were scheduled
to return to school, Monica became the proud
owner of her "new" 20 acre farm in
Wanamingo township.
Moving In:
Friends came to help -- parishioners from
her new church, neighbors from her previous
homes, colleagues from her school. Many
hands make short work -- the Pack Rat ship-
ping container was quickly emptied, and (pri-
ority number one) the bed was assembled.
(No more sleeping on an air mattress!!!
YAY!)
And Now I Need:
A bigger lawn mower. The push mower
from the suburbs was not going to work on a
five-acre yard.
A chainsaw. Monica had been told that the
electricity bills could run as high as $700 a
month in the winter. But downstairs was a
fireplace with an insert and a blower. Claudia
(Monica's sister) had, for decades, heated her
homes exclusively with wood. After re-
searching the many makes, models, and sizes,
Monica bought an Echo with 16" blade. It
wasn't too long, it wasn't too heavy -- it was
just right. (Her guy-friends were gladly will-
ing to fell the big stuff with their chainsaws
that didn't get much use in suburbia.)
An ATV and trailer to haul the wood that
was cut.
A hydraulic wood splitter to size the pieces

for handling, stacking, and fitting into the
fireplace.
A farm truck. Dean (4WD Club and motor-
head friend) found a 13-year-old F250 that
would surely fit her farm needs and budget ...
but Monica had to buy it THAT DAY or it
would be gone. Stop working on lesson
plans. Stop assembling the dining room
table. Drive up to Elk River to see the truck.
Yup, it's a truck.
Yup, it seems to drive okay. (Monica's ex-

perience with vehicles – at this point – was
limited to sedans, minivans, Jeep Wranglers,
and Goldwing motorcycles). Yup, I'll take it
... but I will have to pick it up next week.
Plow blade. Silly to have someone else
plow the long driveway when you own an
F250. Another new skill to learn. (It can't be
that difficult, can it?)
Farm clothes. Slacks, blouses, and pretty
sandals are great for teaching, but are obvi-
ously impractical for farm chores. Muck
boots, overalls, heavy winter jackets, and
gloves that can get dirty while still keeping
you warm. Monica was never shy of shop-
ping at thrift stores; there was plenty to be
found there and at a reasonable price.
Winterizing the Home
The pretty stuff was going to have to wait
(replacing the rust-stained robin's egg blue
tub and commode was just not important, re-
painting the dingy living room walls could be
done later, the bare concrete floors in the
basement could wait another year - or two,
the harvest gold range would cook food just
like any other color of stove).
But the attic insulation was thin. (When
Monica accompanied the building inspector,
he mentioned adding insulation would de-
crease that dreaded electricity bill. He also
assured Monica there were no monsters lurk-
ing up there.) YouTube can teach you any-

thing! So Monica and her grandson braved
the attic heat in October and blew in cellu-
lose.
Insulating the 1970s single-pane windows
with plastic was a multi-day task: thirteen
48" windows downstairs, seven 48" windows
upstairs, plus one enormous 108" picture
window (a challenge!)
Adding a deck and sliding glass door off the
kitchen. Most people would not consider this
a winterizing project, but Monica grilled
most evenings (yes, even in January and Feb-
ruary).
Cutting, Hauling, Splitting, Stacking
the Firewood
They say that heating with wood heats you
more than once. Maybe five times. Six?
Cutting: Dead-fall was plentiful, so felling
live trees and waiting for them to dry was not
an issue.
Cutting and Hauling: The woods were over-
grown and nearly impassable – ATV-sized
trails needed to be made so wood could be
hauled out.
More Hauling: Claudia suggested a LOT of
kindling. You just needed to bend down,
pick up a dry stick, and toss it into the trailer.
Stacking: An old, dilapidated shed near the
house needed only a few racks to turn it into
an airy, usable woodshed.
More Stacking: Throughout the winter, the
firewood supply in the house needs to be re-
plenished.
Definitely six times. Maybe seven.
Enjoying the Farm
Watching the corn and soybeans that sur-
rounded the farm turn from lush green to
crisp brown. Seeing and hearing the huge
combines harvest the crops and smelling the
rich, black dirt left behind.
Listening to the geese fly overhead, heading
south for the winter.

Down on the Farm/
Up at the Cabin

Farm Living is the
Life for Me

By Monica & Claudia Vanderborght

J S WELDING LLC
PPoorrttaabbllee aannddPortable and

IInn SShhoopp RReeppaaiirrIn Shop Repair
FFaarrmm MMaacchhiinneerryy,, DDaaiirryy EEqquuiippmmeenntt,,Farm Machinery, Dairy Equipment, 

FFeenncciinngg && MMoorreeFencing & More
-- IInnssuurreedd --- Insured -

CCaallll aannyyttiimmee 550077--558811--11779988Call anytime 507-581-1798

 Joshua Sandberg  47763 Hwy. 57 Blvd., 
 Wanamingo

Noticing the sun rise and set just a little far-
ther south every day.
Deciding where to put the chicken coop in
the spring. Considering what livestock to put
in the pastures and pole barn.
Sitting on the new deck on a sunny October
afternoon, adult beverage at hand, and cele-
brating the amazing differences between a
suburban home and a rural farm.

Reservations Accepted at
Holden Community Park

The Holden Community Park is now accepting reservations. This is a gathering place
for families, community groups, celebrations, family and class reunions and meetings.
The park is open from June 1 – September 30 and is located just west of the Holden
Lutheran Church on Co Rd 30, Kenyon.
The park building is equipped withAC, refrigerator, stove, microwave and indoor bath-
rooms. Folding tables and chairs which are available for use within the facility. Picnic
tables, playground equipment and a fire pit are also located just outside the back entrance.
A prayer path also winds through the woods.
Please contact Peggy Kroenbach if you would like to reserve the building. (p_kron-

bach@yahoo.com, # 507/227-4992).
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KW Noble Knights of the Week
for April 12, 2024

Front Row: Jeasllyn Fontes Arvayo, KG, Ms. Madi Andrist; Vera Burt, KG, Mrs. Tanya
Short; VaydaAmundson, KG, Mrs. Katie Valek; Paisley Ryan, Gr. 1, Mrs. Katie Benbrooks,
DaxxAnderson, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers. Back Row: Parker Sletten, Gr. 2, Mrs. Deb Hin-
richs; Lily Cordes, Gr. 3, Ms. ValAshland; Oakley Benbrooks, Gr. 3, Ms. Sandy Sahl; Macey
Fitcher, Gr. 4, Mrs. Chloe Gohman; Haddie Breyer, Gr. 4, Ms. Rhonda Thesing

KW Noble Knights of the Week
for April 26, 2024

Front Row: Axton Porras, KG, Ms. Madi Andrist; Kaylynne Westlund, KG, Mrs. Katie
Valek;Aiden Dressel, Gr. 1, Mrs. Katie Benbrooks; Oliver Miner, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers;
Isaac Sivahop, Gr. 2, Mrs. Deb Hinrichs. Back Row: Mira McNeal, Gr. 2, Mrs. Megan
Jordan; Hudson Kruger, Gr. 3, Ms. ValAshland; Sawyer Hanson, Gr. 4, Mrs. Chloe Gohman;
Lilian Piper, Gr. 4, Ms. Rhonda Thesing; Aspen Amiot, Gr. 3, Ms. Sandy Sahl

KW Noble Knights of the Week
for May 3, 2024

Front Row: Amos Westlund, KG, Mrs. Tanya Short; Eden Luedtke, KG, Mrs. Katie Valek;
Julia Potvin, Gr. 1, Mrs. Katie Benbrooks; Finnley Butterfield, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers.
Back Row: HunterMaeWetzstein, Gr. 3, Ms. ValAshland; Makenzie Lee, Gr. 3; Ms. Sandy
Sahl; Emmett Peterson, Gr. 4, Mrs. Chloe Gohman; Parker Moe, Gr. 4, Ms. Rhonda Thesing

KW Noble Knights of the Week
for April 19, 2024

Front Row: Milo Feist, KG, Mrs. Katie Valek; Tyler Greseth, Gr. 1, Mrs. Katie Benbrooks;
Neil Ellingsberg, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers; Mark Dressel, Gr. 2, Mrs. Deb Hinrichs; Bex-
ley Otto, Gr. 2, Mrs. Megan Jordan. Back Row: Sabin Varanelli, Gr. 3, Ms. Val Ashland;
Natalie Bauer, Gr. 3, Ms. Sandy Sahl; Taylor Groth, Gr. 4, Mrs. Chloe Gohman; Genevieve
Hendrickson, Gr. 4, Ms. Rhonda Thesing

Kenyon-Wanamingo Noble Knights of the Week



May 8, 2024 Page 11- KENYON-WANAMINGO MESSENGER -

By Beth Giese MA, Ed.S
Kenyon-Wanamingo Public Schools

District Superintendent

This past week Kenyon-Wanamingo
Schools inducted twenty new students into
an already large group of thirty-three stu-
dents to the National Honor Society. NHS
was founded in 1921 and has since been
known for its four pillars of leadership,
scholarship, service, and character.
I was so proud to be the keynote speaker
for this amazing group of young adults. I
stressed the value of learning from our fail-
ures in life. Sometimes our kids don’t know
how to rebound from failure, a rejection or
even a “no”. Everything in life is worth
working hard for.
As a school administrator I focus on what a
program can do for our students. In this case,
I value that this organization recognizes a
student's dedication to academic excellence

Letter from the Superintendent

Kenyon
Wanamingo
National

Honor Society

Education
and community involvement. I can also ap-
preciate the leadership skills that NHS offers
because many of our students do not have the
opportunity to get hands-on leadership de-
velopment. NHS encourages and fosters lead-
ership skills among its members. K-W
members have numerous activities and proj-
ects where they learn how to effectively lead
and collaborate with others. As we all know
this is an essential skill that is valuable be-
yond high school.
One of the core pillars of the NHS is serv-
ice to the community. Our members engage
in various volunteer activities; I am in awe at
how much they contribute to our community,
seniors, and even our youth organizations.
NHS emphasizes the importance of good
character, something this world needs so

much more of!
If you or your child is looking at another
reason to apply for the NHS, keep in mind
that it can open doors to additional scholar-
ship opportunities for college, trade school
and apprenticeships. Many organizations
value the qualities demonstrated by NHS
members and offer scholarships specifically
targeted toward them.
A special thanks to Rich Kincaid, the NHS
advisor for Kenyon Wanamingo, for foster-
ing academic excellence, leadership skills,
community service, and personal integrity in
our students. As I told the students in my ad-
dress, “I am proud of you”!

Jon and Mary Held

On behalf of Held Bus Service and all bus drivers,
we wish you the best, brightest and most successful future!

Held Bus Service
Proudly Transporting Our Area Children

621  2nd St., Kenyon
507-789-6151

Aspelund Peony Gardens
 Located just Northwest of Wanamingo

 9204  425th Street, Kenyon

 Many Varieties of Peonies Available
 In An Array of Colors

FOR MORE INFORMATION ,  FOLLOW ASPELUND PEONY GARDENS ON FACEBOOK

 Viewing is available June 1, 2, 8, 9, 15 and 16  •  10:00am to 5:00pm
 To schedule an alternate time, please call us at 507-824-2935.

 ~ Group tours available  ~

COME SEE THE
FLOWERS!

WE SELL THE ROOTS
FOR FALL PICK UP!

JESSE STEBERG
 Wanamingo

 507-824-2021
 www.zvlinc.com

 FULL SERVICE
 LANDSCAPING
 Residential & Commercial

Plus! Hydro Seeding
 Sodding - Finish Grading

 Retaining Walls

Keeping your name
in front of your potential

customers is an essential part
of marketing your business in
todays competitive market.
Place your ad in the next issue of

The Messenger.
Call Terry at 507-951-7417 or

email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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KENYON-WANAMINGO CLASS OF 2024

 Austin Martin Avery Dillon Matthew Bartel  Sydney Taylor Belcher  Logan William Carroll  Jonathan Cortes

 Ezrehn Barrett Degen-Septer  Addison Nicole Flom  Josephine Amanda Flom  Trent Andrew Foss  Louis Nicolas Gillot

Cooper Collins Johnson  Gavin John JohnsonReid James Hodgman  Riley Scott HuschleKoby Adam Glende Keppers

113 Forest Street, Kenyon, MN 55946
 507-789-4611

 dandsbannersignandprint.com

We can make 
 banners, signage 
 and many other 

 items for the 
 graduate!

Class  of 2024
TATGE  JEWELRY

 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN 55946 • (507) 789-6522 or 1-800-58-TATGE

 We wish you all the best 
 as you begin the next 

 chapter and work toward 
 your future goals.

 C ONGRATULATIONS !



May 8, 2024 Page 13- KENYON-WANAMINGO MESSENGER -

KENYON-WANAMINGO CLASS OF 2024

 Connor Vincent Keeran Soren Scott Kyllo  Matea Lynne Lee  Bailey Dianne Leininger  Hayley Jean Lentsch

 Aidan Joseph Lindell  Siri Janae Loken  Zachary Paul Mason  Connor Steven McGowan  Ivette Marie Mendoza

Jessie Itzel Munoz  Lilly Mae NessethBlake Tyler Miller  MacKenzie Jean MooreMason Brio Mensing

Congratulations
 K-W graduates, and 
 best of luck to you!

Lyle Wendroth
 STATE FARM ® INSURANCE AGENT 
 License MN-1006420
 www.lylewendroth.com

 267 West 5th Street, Zumbrota

 Office 507-732-5612
 635 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN 55946

 Office 507-789-5206

All the Buzz
 ~ Full Service Hair Salon ~

 Jamie Sommer Owner/Stylist
 308 Main Street, Wanamingo, MN 55983

 Mon. by Appointment
 Tues.-Fri. 9am-5pm; Sat. 9am-Noon

 507-824-2381
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KENYON-WANAMINGO CLASS OF 2024

 Mckayla Marie Nokes Kiefer Thomas Olson  Brody James Parks  Norah Ann Rechtzigel  Rachel Therese Ryan

 Jocelyn Elaine Sandberg  Kya May Schmitt  Joseph Craig Sevareid  Benjamin Gabriel Short  Jay Irvin-Phillip Smith

Anna Joyce Syverson  Dakota Jade TempleColton David Steberg  Madison Rose StenbakkenThomson Marlang Sprute

Kenyon
 Ace Hardware

 523 Second Street, Kenyon, MN 55946
 507-789-5246

Todd Greseth
 Goodhue County District 3 Commissioner

I wish you much happiness,
 and great success in all of your

 future endeavors.

507-824-2121 • 200 Main Street, Wanamingo
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KENYON-WANAMINGO CLASS OF 2024

 Mason Aaron Torgeson Bethany Marie Trelstad  Landon David Trump

 William James Van Epps  Emmitt Cal Veal

 Not Pictured:
 Gennielyn Yehoshua

 Morales-DelgadoSamuel Max Walker

Madrox James Wagner

Kenyon-Wanamingo
 Class of 2024

 Commencement
 Sunday, June 2, 2024

 1:00 P.M.
 Kenyon-Wanamingo

 Middle/High School Gymnasium

 CLASS MOTTO:
 “Nothing lasts forever but at least

 we have these memories.”
 - J. Cole

 CLASS FLOWER:
 White Rose

 CLASS COLORS:
 Purple

 CLASS SONG:
 “Good Old Days” by Macklemore

 GOWN COLOR:
 Black 

 TASSEL COLOR:
 Black, Red, and Silver

SIFT Thrift Store
 26 Red Wing Avenue, Kenyon • 507-259-2386

Congratulations,
 K-W Class of  2024!  Revland Alignment

 641 Main St., Wanamingo  •  507-824-2710
 www.revlandalignment.com

to the
 Class of  2024!
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The future is yours, and the possibilities are endless.
 We wish you good health and good fortune

 as you embark on the next step of your journey.

 Congratulations on this fine achievement.

602 Second Street, P.O. Box G, Kenyon, MN 55946 
 507-789-6123 • Toll Free 1-888-789-6123

Visit our website: www.ssbkenyon.com
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Community

Avoid the Rush... You Can Celebrate with Mom
 Friday or Saturday too!

 CELEBRATE MOM
 MOTHER’S DAY  WEEKEND

 AT FIRESIDE!

 Mother’s Day Brunch Menu
 Sunday, May 12 th • Serving 9:00a.m.-3:00p.m.

 Reservations Suggested! Call 507-645-9992
 Regular Menu Available 3:00 PM-Close

 Treat Mom to Sunday Brunch  at Its Best!

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 

 Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM

 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM

 Bar Open Later
 507-645-9992  •  www.firesidelounge.net

SAVE THE
DATE!

DD EE NN NN II SS OO NN DD AAYY SSDD EE NN NN II SS OO NN DD AAYY SSD E N N I S O N  D AY S
CLASSIC CAR SHOW • TRUCK & TRACTOR PULL • BINGO

 PANCAKE BREAKFAST &  MORE!
LIVE MUSIC By Russ Franek & The Biscuits! Friday, June 21st
 LIVE MUSIC By Shane Martin! www.shanemartin.com

 Saturday, June 22nd
Watch www.dennisondays.org for updates to the schedule

JJ UU NN EE 22 11 && 22 22 ,, 22 00 22 44JJ UU NN EE 22 11 && 22 22 ,, 22 00 22 44J U N E  2 1  &  2 2 ,  2 0 2 4
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Health &Wellness

General Mills has launched a new cereal
line called “LOADED.” GM is filling their
cereal squares with vanilla cream. But tests
are revealing alarming levels of heavy metals
in the filling. Loaded contains more than
double the amount of the EPA’s allowable

By Shauna Burshem, D.C.

New Breakfast
Cereals –

Loaded with
Chemicals

levels for lead, 400% higher levels of cad-
mium and up to 1650% higher aluminum
levels compared to the EPA’s standards for
drinking water. The weed killer Glyphosate
and eight other pesticides were also detected.
Daily walking is one of the most effective
ways to stay fit and active. Regular walking
has been shown to reduce the risk of chronic
age-related diseases like heart disease, high
blood pressure, type 2 diabetes and cancer.
The largest health gains came from walking
up to 7000 or 8000 steps per day, continuing
to about 12,000 steps per day as being ideal.
Excited about 5G wireless? Don’t be.
Studies reveal that 5G wireless has the po-
tential to induce neurological damage, psy-
chiatric problems and due to its effect on
brain development, increasing the risk of
conditions like dementia. Also, a December
2023 study showed that 5G wireless had an
effect on sperm count and motility.
Pregnancy and vaccines do not go hand and
hand despite what medical doctors will tell
you. Studies show that pregnant women
given the swine flu vaccine had a statistical
number of increased miscarriages. In addi-
tion, when combined with the flu vaccine it
was reported that women were more likely
to miscarriage within 28 days following the
vaccination. Sadly, the American Academy

of Physicians (AAP) recommends that all
newborns should receive a hepatitis B vac-
cine within 24 hrs of birth despite hepatitis B
being a disease that is primarily contracted
from IV drug use or promiscuous sexual ac-
tivity. Speaking of vaccinations, young peo-
ple who received the COVID-19 vaccine
were significantly more likely to die than
those who did not receive the shot. Accord-
ing to data from the United Kingdom’s Of-
fice of National Statistics those who received
four covid vaccine had a 318% higher mor-
tality rate then the unvaccinated group. As
far as childhood vaccinations in general, an-
other study found that vaccinated children
had higher rates of asthma, allergies,
eczema, respiratory infections, behavioral is-
sues and other health conditions. Back to the
covid vaccine, a separate study found that

for every life saved there were nearly 14 times
more deaths caused by the covid vaccine.
The pharmaceutical and medical devices in-

dustries paid physicians more than $12 billion
over 10 years, according to a study published
last month in JAMA. The analysis found the
industries made 85,087,744 payments total-
ing $12.13 billion to 826,313 physicians —
57.1% of practicing physicians across 39 spe-
cialties. Orthopedic surgeons, neurologists
and psychiatrists, and cardiologists received
the most money. Trauma surgeons and pedi-
atric surgeons received the least. “Money
given to doctors has a purpose: it is for mar-
keting,” cardiologist Dr. John Mandrola and
co-author of the study wrote on his Substack.
“If these direct payments to doctors did not
work, industry would not spend billions.”

305 Main Street, Nerstrand, MN 55053
 507-334-6550

KELLER INSURANCE AGENCY
Your FarMutual Agent

All the Best to All of Our Graduates!DO YOU HAVE A 
 STORY IDEA?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Health &Wellness

Revland Alignment
641 Main St.,Wanamingo  •  507-824-2710

 www.revlandalignment.comWWW.CANNONVALLEYFAIR.ORG

Gold Star
Amusements

on the
midway!

Rides will run from

1:00pm-10:00pm

CANNON VALLEY FAIR
 JULY 3-6, 2024

 Cannon Falls, Minnesota

JULY 4thGRANDE DAY PARADE11:00am
FIREWORKSSHOW!

Dusk

FFA KIDDIE BARNYARD    CHALK THE WALL    VIDEO GAME TRAILER    
 ALFY’S WORLD OF ROBOTIC PUPPETS    KIDS PEDAL PULL

 BULL RIDING, BARREL RACING & BRONC RIDING
 HARNESS HORSE RACING    MN RADZOO    AUTO CROSS

 DR. STREET MAGICIAN    DEMOLITION DERBY

JULY 3rd:  CHICKEN RANCH DUO 8:30 PM

 JULY 4th:  DAVE CARPENTER BAND 2:00-5:00 PM

 BRYAN ANDERSON 8:30 PM

 JULY 5th:  THE CHUBS 8:30 PM

 JULY 6th:  BLYND EYE 8:30 PM

Healthy
Fats

By Noel Aldrich, PhD, CNS
Licensed Nutritionist

As I mentioned last month, we live in a
world where what is considered normal is
not healthy. It is normal to see a variety of
“low fat” and “fat free” products at the gro-
cery store. We have been told these products
will support our health, but since the intro-
duction of this concept in the 1970s there has
been a significant increase in chronic ill-
nesses, increased weight, and mental illness.
While these “low fat” products may be nor-
mal today, they are not the food our grand-
parents grew up on and they are not
promoting better health for us today.
Fat from healthy sources will promote
health in the human body. Grass fed beef,
pastured free-range chickens, and dairy cows
that can graze on fresh pasture provide qual-
ity fat in the meat, eggs, and dairy. These
sources of fat were essential to the pioneers
that established the states that make up this
country. The human body uses this fat for
fuel and for developing the hormones neces-
sary to keep the body healthy and the brain
active. All the nerve cells of the human
body are made of fat, which helps to insulate
the signal pathways so clear communication
can pass from cell to cell. The heart prefers
fat for fuel, and reproduction is dependent on
quality fat to sustain the significant activity
of supporting new life in the womb. Quality
fat sustains life.
Another significant factor associated with
quality fat is the fat-soluble vitamins. Vita-
min D, VitaminA, Vitamin K, and Vitamin E
are absorbed with fat into the body to acti-
vate cellular activity, strengthen bones, and
defend cells from harmful chemicals. Most

Americans are deficient in these four vita-
mins because they do not choose the food
sources that contain these important vita-
mins. Here are some of the top food sources
for these fat-soluble vitamins:
Vitamin A – Top sources include liver,
salmon, goat cheese, butter, eggs, cream
cheese, whole milk, and cod liver oil. Veg-
etables like sweet potato, kale, and carrots
contain beta-carotene which the body can
transform into active vitaminA, but requires
a longer process compared to the active vita-
min A from the animal sources.
Vitamin D – Top sources include salmon,
halibut, sardines, canned tuna, egg yolks, and
cod liver oil. Your own body can make Vi-
tamin D but this requires regular exposure to
the sun, which is impossible to do in the
northern states for half of the year.
Vitamin E – Top sources include sunflower
seeds, almonds, peanuts, peanuts, goose, and
rainbow trout. Wheat germ was the source
where vitamin E was first discovered and is
an important reason to consider eating whole
grain products.
Vitamin K – Top sources include collard
greens, spinach, kale, chicken breast, sauer-
kraut, kefir, gouda, blue cheese, and egg
yolks.
These quality fat sources will provide es-
sential nutrients your body can thrive on.
Circle the food items you already use regu-
larly and underline those food items you are
willing to try. Combining these food items
together into a savory dish will provide you
with a satisfying, nutritious meal.

More than 100 years ago, Dr. Weston Price
researched the effects of the modern food
preparations that were beginning to advance
through the western culture of Europe and the
United States. He documented his research
in the book, “Nutrition and Physical Degen-
eration.” In cultures all around the world, he
discovered the importance of quality fat to
sustain a society. When the culture moved to-
ward more processed foods, more “low fat”
foods, and more convenient foods, the result
was increased cavities, increased need for
braces on teeth, and decreased fertility. These
are all the symptoms we see in today’s mod-
ern living. You can find out more about Dr.
Price’s work and the thriving community that
is applying the principles he discovered at
https://www.westonaprice.org/
Make your health a priority in 2024.
Change is required, but the outcome is worth
the effort. Little changes can make a big dif-
ference over time. Adding quality fat sources
can be one of those little changes. If you
would like to pursue a healthy lifestyle and
increase longevity, I can help you start a plan.
Contact me to discuss your health goals for
2024. I can help you reach those health goals
with whole food plans customized to your
specific needs. You can contact me at nutri-
tionproportion@gmail.com, or check out my
website at www.nutritionproportion.net Start
this year with a new plan. Foundation to
Thrive is a 16 week lifestyle transformation
to help you reach your health goals in 2024.

Your Home for 
 Twins Baseball

 Tim McNiff Weekday Mornings
 www.kymnradio.net



Page 20 May 8, 2024- KENYON-WANAMINGO MESSENGER -

Community

7 Cannon Street West, Dundas, MN  55019

FIRST SALE OF THE YEAR!!

And so much more!  New items all day, every day!

Antiques!  Electronics! Depression
 Glassware!

 Crystal!

 Jewelry! Furniture!

 Household 
 Items!
 Tools!

 Holiday
 Decor!

 Lawn
 and 

 Garden!

 Sporting 
 Goods!

 Camping 
 Goods!

- Annual -
 MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND SALE
 MAY 24, 25 & 26  •  10:00 AM-6:00 PM

Design A
Button for Dennison Days

June 21 & 22, 2024

Create a design in this circle and return your entry to:
HERITAGE BANK in DENNISON.  DEADLINE: MAY 15th.

 1st

 PRIZE:
 $50.00

 Name 

Address 

Telephone No. 

2nd

 PRIZE:
 $25.00

2024 DENNISON DAYS

Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

Fertilizer • Seed
 Soil Sampling • Chemicals

 Custom Application
 Field Scouting

 Bulk, LP,
 Gas and Diesel Fuel

“Established 1935”
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Goodhue County Health & Human Services

The month of May is National Bicycle
Safety Month. According to National High-
way Traffic SafetyAdministration (NHTSA),
bikers are at a much higher risk of injury in
crashes on the roadway.Without separate bike
lanes, trails, or paths, bicyclists may be re-
quired to bike on the roadway with vehicles.
Bicyclists are also affected more by the
weather and road surface conditions. This
May, NHTSA wants our community to pro-
tect bicyclists by being responsible drivers.
NHTSA also wants our bicyclists to practice
smart riding habits by riding safely and al-
ways wearing a helmet. A few safety tips to
remember:
1. Be Alert

May is
Bike Safety

Month
By Sarah Dawson, Goodhue County

Health and Human Services

2. Wear the right clothing and gear
3. Obey all rules of the road
4. Ride with the traffic, not against it
5. Stick to designated bike lanes and avoid
sidewalks where possible
6. Signal with your arm
When we think of the benefits of bicycle
riding, we typically think of it as a form of
exercise, or a way of getting around. Along
with that, bicycling (especially children)
comes with many other benefits. According
to Sanford Health, some benefits of children
bicycling are:
• Improves Coordination and Balance
• Gets Kids Outside
• Promotes Kids’ Self-Confidence and In-
dependence
• Keeps Kids Physically Healthy
• Provides opportunities to Socialize
According to MnDOT, 45 years ago walk-
ing and biking to school was the norm – in
1969, roughly half of all 5- to 18-year-olds
either walked or biked to school. Times
changed, and by 2001 nearly 90% of our
youth were driven to school either by bus or
car. We are beginning to see some small re-
versal of this trend. But until we can get more
of our children engaged in active school

transportation, we will continue to have in-
creased traffic congestion, poor air quality
and the continued decline of our children’s
physical health. While distance to school and
safety are the main reasons students are not
walking and bicycling to school, private ve-
hicles still account for half of school trips for
children living within 1/2 mile from school—
a distance easily covered on foot or bike. In
2009, American families drove 30 billion
miles and made 6.5 billion vehicle trips to
take their children to and from schools, rep-
resenting 10-14 percent of traffic on the road
during the morning commute. In response to
these emerging issues, in 2005 the Safe
Routes to School (SRTS) program was es-
tablished through Federal legislation to:
• enable and encourage children, including
those with disabilities, to walk and bicycle to

school.
• make walking and bicycling to school safe
and more appealing.
• facilitate the planning, development and
implementation of projects that will improve
safety, and reduce traffic, fuel consumption,
and air pollution in the vicinity of schools.
If you are unable to bike TO school, try
choosing a destination and bike there solo or
with members of your household. Right now
would be a great time to find a route to a place
you visit frequently (like a park) and practice
riding there. Sometimes you must try differ-
ent routes to find the most comfortable and
safe ride, so pick a new destination each week
and be ready to ride when school’s out! Be
sure to practice basic traffic safety precau-
tions like stopping at stop signs, signaling
turns, and wearing a helmet. Happy biking.

507-824-5105
 Cell 651-380-6080

 133 Main Street • PO Box 54, Wanamingo, MN 55983
 Email: agent@svigguminsurance.com

 Jim Sviggum,  Agent • Adam Dicke,  Agent
AUTO • HOME • FARM • CROP • BUSINESS

Heating, Cooling, Plumbing
 & Water

 PROFESSIONALS
 Luiken’sMechanical
 Heating, Cooling,
 Plumbing & Water

 1001 Division Street W
 Faribault, MN 55021

507-332-7802
 nate@luikensheatingmn.com

 https://luikensheatingmn.com
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Fast, Fresh
 & Full of Flavor!

507-451-9666
 1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna • South of Lowe’s

 Hours: Monday 11am-10pm; Tuesday Closed; Wed.-Sun. 11am-10pm

BUFFET
 &

MENU

Cannot be used with other offers.

 507-451-9666
 1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna • South of Lowe’s

 Dine In Only • Expires May 31, 2024

 Hours:
 Monday: 11am-10pm

 Tuesday: Closed
 Wed.-Sun.: 11am-10pm

 15% OFF MENU
 OR

 BUFFET

BREAKFAST,
 LUNCH, DINNER

 635 2nd Street, Kenyon
 Hours:

 Tues.- Sat. 7am to 8pm
 Sunday 8am to 1pm

 Closed Mondays
 507-789-1100

Try our daily specials!

Closed Mon.; Tues-Thur 11am-9pm; Fri-Sat 11am-10pm
 Sun 11am-8pm 

 111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN
 507-634-3133

DRINKS • APPETIZERS
 SANDWICHES • BURGERS

 SALADS • WRAPS • DESSERTS

DAILY SPECIALS

Wednesday, Thursday
 with ad

 10% OFF
 Friday, Saturday, Sunday

 with ad

 M-F 7:30am to 7:30pm
 Sat. 7am to 2pm; Closed Sundays

 125 Main Street, Wanamingo, MN
 507-824-2969

Where Good Coffee and Good Friends Meet!

Great Food  •  Strong Coffee
 Daily Lunch Specials • Delicious Desserts

1832 South Cedar Owatonna MN
 507-214-0701

 Monday-Thursday 11am-9pm
 Friday-Saturday 11am-10pm

 Sunday 11am-7pm

SANDWICHES • BURGERS

 BBQ

55%% OOFFFF55%% OOFFFF5% OFF
MMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEEMMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEEMEAL PURCHASE

EExxppiirreess MMaayy 3311,, 22002244EExxppiirreess MMaayy 3311,, 22002244Expires May 31, 2024
DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll..DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll..Does not include alcohol.

NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr..NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr..Not valid with any other offer.

Family Fare at Great Prices
Breakfast

 Daily Specials
 Weekend Breakfast 

 Buffet

 wwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoommwwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoommwww.plazamorena.com

10% OFF with this ad
 Good Monday-Friday.  One coupon per meal.

 Expires  May 31, 2024
 Hours: Sunday-Wednesday 6:00am-3:00pm

 Thursday-Saturday 6:00am-8:00pm
 1160 Frontage Road, Owatonna • 507-444-4000

 DDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMMDDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMMDINING ROOM
OOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekkOOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekkOpen 7 Days a Week

1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmm1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmm11:00am-10:00pm

116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa160 26th St NE, Owatonna
550077--441133--00881199550077--441133--00881199507-413-0819

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
 Generous portions, friendly service and 
 delicious homestyle cooking anytime!

 Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm
 Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm

 507-633-3333

BREAKFAST
SERVED

ALL DAY!

TRY OUR
DAILY

SPECIALS!

10% OFF With this ad
 Good Monday-Friday.  Expires May 31, 2024.

30 Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

4354 292nd St E, Randolph
 507-646-0107

 rbar.randolph@gmail.com
 Monday 3:00pm-9:00pm

 Tuesday-Thursday 11:00am-11:00pm

 Friday & Saturday 11:00am-1:00am

 Sunday 11:00am-9:00pm

Watch our Facebook Page Daily 
 Specials & Weekend Entertainment!

 Check Out Our Website!
RBAR-RANDOLPH.BIZ

Great Way to Keep Up on All Our Live Events!

 WWaattcchh OOuurr FFaacceebbooookk PPaaggee ffoorr UUppddaatteess!!WWaattcchh OOuurr FFaacceebbooookk PPaaggee ffoorr UUppddaatteess!!Watch Our Facebook Page for Updates!

-- OONN//OOFFFF SSAALLEE ---- OONN//OOFFFF SSAALLEE --- ON/OFF SALE -
CClloosseedd MMoonnddaayyssCClloosseedd MMoonnddaayyssClosed Mondays

TTuueessddaayy--FFrriiddaayy:: BBaarr 44ppmm--CClloossee;; KKiittcchheenn 44--88ppmmTTuueessddaayy--FFrriiddaayy:: BBaarr 44ppmm--CClloossee;; KKiittcchheenn 44--88ppmmTuesday-Friday: Bar 4pm-Close; Kitchen 4-8pm
BBEEGGIINNNNIINNGG MMAAYY 33rrdd:: OOPPEENN FFRRIIDDAAYYSS AATT 1111aammBBEEGGIINNNNIINNGG MMAAYY 33rrdd:: OOPPEENN FFRRIIDDAAYYSS AATT 1111aammBEGINNING MAY 3rd: OPEN FRIDAYS AT 11am

SSaattuurrddaayy:: BBaarr 1111aamm--CClloossee;; KKiittcchheenn 1111aamm--99ppmmSSaattuurrddaayy:: BBaarr 1111aamm--CClloossee;; KKiittcchheenn 1111aamm--99ppmmSaturday: Bar 11am-Close; Kitchen 11am-9pm
SSuunnddaayy:: BBaarr 11--99ppmm •• KKiittcchheenn 11--88ppmmSSuunnddaayy:: BBaarr 11--99ppmm •• KKiittcchheenn 11--88ppmmSunday: Bar 1-9pm • Kitchen 1-8pm

MMaaiinn SSttrreeeett,, DDeennnniissoonn •• PPhhoonnee 550077--778822--99006611MMaaiinn SSttrreeeett,, DDeennnniissoonn •• PPhhoonnee 550077--778822--99006611Main Street, Dennison • Phone 507-782-9061

MMEEAATT RRAAFFFFLLEESS SSuunnddaayyss aatt 44PPMMMMEEAATT RRAAFFFFLLEESS SSuunnddaayyss aatt 44PPMMMEAT RAFFLES Sundays at 4PM
BBIINNGGOO TTuueessddaayyss aatt 66PPMMBBIINNGGOO TTuueessddaayyss aatt 66PPMMBINGO Tuesdays at 6PM

 Dennison Lions Club Charitable Gambling Permit #2762

EE--TTAABBSS,, PPUULLLL TTAABBSS EEVVEERRYYDDAAYY!!EE--TTAABBSS,, PPUULLLL TTAABBSS EEVVEERRYYDDAAYY!!E-TABS, PULL TABS EVERYDAY!
FFOOOODD SSPPEECCIIAALLSS!!FFOOOODD SSPPEECCIIAALLSS!!FOOD SPECIALS! 

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 
 Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM

 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
 Bar Open Later

 RESERVATIONS STRONGLY SUGGESTED.  CALL  507-645-9992.
 www.firesidelounge.net

WEDNESDAY Enjoy Our Jumbo” Wings Specials!
 BBQ Rib Dinner - 1/2 or Full Rack  (begins at 4:00p.m.)
 THURSDAY $3.50 All Taps, Domestic Bottles, Rail Drinks!
 Taco Specials!  Fajita Specials!  16oz. Margarita Special
 FINALLY FRIDAY All You Can Eat Fish Dinner
 SATURDAY Hand Battered Jumbo Shrimp or Slow Roasted Prime Rib
 SUNDAY Enjoy Our Sunday Breakfast Beginning at 9a.m.
 and Sunday Pasta Features

 DAILY FEATURES

House Smoked 
 BBQ Food,
 Cold Drinks

 and
 LIVE MUSIC!

BURGERS 
 ESPRESSO
 HOTDISH

 ICE CREAM

SUNDAY SUPPER IS BACK!

Banquet Hall, Seating Up to 300
 Full Bar • Full Restroom Facilities • Complete Catering Services

Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday  11:00am-8:00pm

 Friday 11:00am-9:00pm • Saturday 3:00pm-9:00pm • Sunday Closed

 TOREYS.NET

208 North Cedar, Owatonna
 507-455-9260

Book Your Spring & Summer Events

 Torey’s Is Enhancing Your Dining Experience
 Come check out our expanded menu,

 extensive drink selection and new renovations.
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Public Safety

Question: I purchased an old
trailer to haul my riding lawn
mower around, are brakes re-
quired on it?
Answer: Brakes are required

on all trailers with a gross weight of 3,000
pounds or more. Trailers manufactured after
June 30, 1988, with a gross weight of 3,000
pounds or more require brakes installed on
all wheels.
Every trailer with a gross weight of more
than 3,000 pounds shall also be equipped

Ask
A Trooper

By Sgt. Troy Christianson,
Minnesota State Patrol

Share the Road with Farm Equipment

Spring weather means slow-moving farm equipment is on the road. It might be frus-
trating to follow them at what feels like a crawl, but safety should always be a priority.
Farm equipment is large and heavy, making it difficult for operators to accelerate, slow
down and stop. They make wide turns and can cross over the center line. Farm vehicles
can also create large blind spots, making it difficult for operators to see approaching ve-
hicles behind them.
Motorists should:
Slow down and use caution when approaching farm equipment.
Watch for falling debris.
Wait for a safe place to pass.
Drive with headlights on at all times.

Farm equipment operators should:
Use lights and flashers to make equipment more visible.
Use slow-moving vehicle emblems on equipment traveling less than 30 mph.
Consider using a follow vehicle when moving equipment, especially at night.
Please remember to watch for slow-moving farm equipment as the weather warms up.
Be patient, be kind and share the road.

with a breakaway brake device which will
automatically apply and hold the brakes
should the trailer accidentally become de-
tached from the towing unit.
Trailers manufactured prior to July 1, 1988
that are equipped with three or more axles are
not required to have brakes on the front axle,
as long as the brakes on all other wheels meet
the performance standards prescribed by law.
The manufacturers of many new vehicles
equipped with anti-lock brake systems re-
quire any towed unit be equipped with elec-
tric brakes and the towing vehicle be
equipped with an electronic brake controller.
It’s also important to check the brakes on
your personal vehicle every three months.
Too often, vehicle owners put off simple
maintenance until it’s too late. Deteriorating
brakes can create longer stopping distances,
ultimately leading to a crash. Do your part to
maintain your vehicle to avoid a crash.
You can avoid a ticket — and a crash — if
you simply buckle up, drive at safe speeds,
pay attention and always drive sober. Help
us drive Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths.
If you have any questions concerning traf-
fic related laws or issues in Minnesota send
your questions to Sgt. Troy Christianson –
Minnesota State Patrol at 2900 48th Street
NW, Rochester MN 55901-5848. (Or reach
him at, Troy.Christianson@state.mn.us)
Twitter: MSPPIO_SOUTH

507-824-2912

 Office open in Wanamingo
 Monday through Friday

 • Homeowners
 • Farm
 • Workmen’s Comp
 • Inland Marine
 • Auto
 • Commercial
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Opinion & Neighbors
Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor
are not necessarily those of The Messenger.

To the Editor:
The Heavens Declare The Glory Of God
(Psalm 19:1-6)
In a short video that has now found its way
across the country, an evangelical Christian
pastor made reference to a number of events
that took place during the course of a 2017
and 2024 total eclipse of the sun. With the
names of American towns and with refer-
ences to Biblical cities of distinction, I
thought I would present it in a way that would
make perfect sense to those of us who see our
Lord's hand at the forefront of what was an
extraordinary event in both the Heavens and
on the Earth.
Question: Could this event have been a
wake-up call to our once great Republic? God
knows we surely need one!
In 2017, a total eclipse of the sun took place
over the North American Continent. As the
path of the eclipse traveled across the United
States, it passed over seven towns with the
Biblical name of Salem. The Biblical defini-
tion for Salem is Peace
In 2024 (7 years later), a total eclipse of the
sun took place over the NorthAmerican Con-
tinent. As the path of the eclipse traveled
across the United States, it passed over seven
towns with the Biblical name ofNineveh.We
should all remember what happened at Nin-
eveh (Repentance). Just remember, Repen-
tance always comes before Forgiveness and
what the Bible calls the Peace of God
At the point of intersection for the two
eclipses, two things happened. First, the in-

tersection of the eclipses made a “perfect”
Cross on the landscape of the North Ameri-
can Continent.And second, at the point of in-
tersection, is a town called Rapture.
So here we have seven years (the number 7
means completion in the Bible), two sets of
seven Biblical names, the intersection of two
total eclipses of the sun that would create the
sign of theCross, and if that is not enough to
get your attention, the name of a town called
Rapture (meaning caught up) would become
the eclipses' point of intersection.
Question:What are the odds that this hap-
pened by chance?
I refer you to John 14:1-6, I Thessalonians
4:13-18, and I Corinthians 15:51-58. And
when you are through reading these pieces of
Scripture, please refer to Amos, Elijah, and
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I think you
will find that they were Raptured (caught up)
into Heaven.
Finally, as we listen to scholars who inter-
pret the Holy Bible, there are two things that
come to mind. First, there will be a great
falling away of the Christian Church in the
end times. And second, all the signs indicate
that we have reached that point in time...and
the Rapture of the Christian Church is Im-
minent.
Final Questions: Are you a Bible believ-

ing Christian? Do you believe in the sanctity
of life? Are you ready to meet God?
In the coming days, Governor Tim Walz
and the Democrat Party will put an exclama-
tion point to the most destructive two year
legislative session in the history of our state.
Beginning with abortion up to the moment
of delivery, to transgender altering surgery
for our children (the Mayo Clinic calls it part
of their “brand”), to assisted suicide for the
sick and the elderly, these people actually
claim to be “giddy” with what they have ac-
complished. These are the kind of represen-
tatives who have said no to theWord of God
and, yet, they would make you believe oth-
erwise. It is called false doctrine...it is called
sin...and we have to put an end to it at the up-
coming November elections.
Ladies and gentlemen, when you take an
honest assessment of what has happened in
our state and country under the leadership of
people like Joe Biden, Tim Walz, and those

who are of the same persuasion; and when
you take an honest assessment of the kind of
impact these people have had on our
churches, our families, our public schools,
our universities, and whatever else has
caused disruption in our daily lives, you have
to ask yourself: do I answer yes or do I an-
swer no to the final questions? If it is the for-
mer, come join us in November when we try
to turn darkness into light. If, however, it is
the latter, you are like the person who actu-
ally told me, “I don't see the hand of God in
the eclipse.” Lost souls!
And finally, have you ever wondered where
these kind of people will be on the morning
after the Rapture of the Christian Church?
The Bible says it will be the beginning of the
Tribulation and Jesus tells us what to expect
(Matthew 24:21-22). It is not too late!
Dr. James Russell Lehman
Kenyon, Minnesota

The annual Dennison Days Festival takes place Friday and Saturday, June
21 & 22.
The Gopher State Garden Tractor Pullers will return to main street Fri-
day Evening on Mainstreet in Dennison hosted by 625 Bar & Grill. More
information is available at www.gsgtp.com.

Following the pull, Russ Franek and The Biscuits will take the stage to entertain event
goers Friday Night. The Kids Pedal Pull returns Saturday morning this year, and will
take place on main street at 11 AM Saturday Morning as part of a full day of events dur-
ing the festival. Live Music Saturday evening from Shane Martin will round out a full
day of events on June 22nd.A full schedule of events will be available soon at www.den-
nisondays.org and will appear in The Messenger and websites soon.

Garden Tractor Pull Returns to Dennison Days

Do You Have an
Announcement?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Garden Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: May 11, 18  •   Sundays: May 12, 19
 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

 Take a drive in the country and shop in our log cabin filled with crafts and antiques!

Potpourri Mill Log Cabin
Lori and Darwin Amy

2290 County 49 Blvd., Dennison, MN
Email: cabincrew@frontiernet.net

or call 507-649-1009

Garden Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: May 11, 18  •   Sundays: May 12, 19
 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

 Garden Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: May 11, 18  •   Sundays: May 12, 19
 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

www.CannonFallsTrailers.com
Phone: 888.263.7212  •  Fax: 507.263.9131  •  28730 Rochester Blvd., PO Box 7, Cannon Falls
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Wishing This Year’s Graduates
 Great Happiness & Success

COMMUNITY GROWN 
 INSURANCE

 www.vsgmi.com   

Security 
 Agency
 600 2nd Street

 Kenyon
 Phone: 507-789-6366

 Email:
 info@securityinsurancekenyon.com

 Castle Rock 
 Agency

 27925 Danville Avenue
 Castle Rock

 Phone: 651-463-7590
 Email:

 michelle.kreisler@castlerockbank.net

 Kalass
 Agency
 242 Main Street

 Zumbrota
 Phone: 507-732-7614

 Email: 
 kalassagency@kalassagency.com

 Sviggum 
 Agency
 133 Main Street

 Wanamingo
 Phone: 507-824-5105

 Email:
 agent@svigguminsurance.com

 Keller
 Agency
 305 Main Street

 Nerstrand
 Phone:

 507-334-6550

CITY OF WANAMINGO
City Council Regular Meeting
Monday, April 8, 2024 7:00 P.M.
Wanamingo City Council Chambers – 401
Main Street
Wanamingo, MN
CALLTO ORDER:Mayor Holmes.
PRESENT: Council: Ryan Holmes, Stuart
Ohr, Eric Dierks, and Rebecca Haugen
City Administrator: Michael Boulton
Deputy Clerk: Karen Masters
ABSENT: Council: Jeremiah Flotterud
ALSO PRESENT: Brandon Theobald –
WHKS, Bill Angerman – WHKS, Brad
Kennedy, Richard Turri, Jason Boynton –
Smith Schafer, Stephen Kingsbury, Beth Haas
– Zumbrota News-Record, Andrew Deziel –
Kenyon Leader, David Kujawa – Three
Rivers Community Action, Edward Matul –
Goodhue County Deputy Sheriff.
ADOPT AGENDA: Ohr motioned to
adopt the agenda, seconded by Haugen.
Passed 4-0-0.
CONSENT AGENDA: Dierks motioned,
seconded by Ohr. Passed 4-0-0.
PRESENTERS:
A) Brad Kennedy reported on:
1) Jetted all clay sanitary sewer lines
2) Plowed snows and salted streets
3) Replaced leaking break line in 950 Cater-
pillar Pay Loaders
4) Had Schumacher Excavating dig up and
replace section of sanitary sewer line between
2nd Street E, 3rd Street E, West Avenue, and
High Avenue that partially collapsed
5) Placed out park benches and garbage con-
tainers on Main Street sidewalks
6)Worked with Core &Main staff to rebuild

There was additional revenue from invest-
ments totaling $44,000, donations of
$30,000, and building permits. Water fund
showed a decrease in cash from $1,082,274
274 to $701,322 at the end of 2023 at part of
2022 Utility Improvements project. Sewer
fund showed an increase of cash of $75,541
while having $644,359 in cash at the end of
2023.
7) Recommend keeping an eye on water
and sewer billing rates so that they are keep-
ing up with operational costs and future cap-
ital needs.
Dierks stated that he was happy that debt
was being paid down and that a number of
bonds were being retired in the near future.
Holmes stated that the City financial are in
good shape and appreciates the continued
vigilance by the staff.
D) Richard Turri Licensed WWTP Opera-
tor, reported on:
1) Has been licensed WWTP operator for
the City of Wanamingo since 2011.
2) Wanamingo WWTP is a class B facility.
Need operator with at least a class B operator
license, Richard Turri has a class A operator
license. Ongoing training of 32 hours/three
years and 6 hours training for biosolids ap-
plicator license.
3)Wastewater treatment facility has had is-
sues the past year with high pH levels and

QAC’s from Reckitt. The pH issues seem to
be getting under control. QAC issues are
happening everywhere around the State.
QAC usage is not regulated by the State and
will continue to cause wastewater treatment
facilities issues in high concentrations. The
south digester, handling the domestic waste
running extremely well. The north digester,
handling the industrial waste from Reckitt
still is not running optimally.
4) Has been attending the NZSSD technical
committee meetings. Has provided and will
continue to provide input to ensure that a new
plant is designed with future operators in
mind.
E) David Kujawa of Three Rivers Commu-
nity Action reported on:
1) Three Rivers Community Action is start-
ing a Chore and Homemaker Services for
Older Adults in the Wanamingo Community.
2) Three Rivers are currently seeking vol-
unteers to assist older adults who need help
with yard work, laundry, cooking meals, and
other tasks. Three River CommunityAction’s
goal is to better connect older adults with vol-
unteers and help them remain independent in
their homes.

hydrant on West Avenue
7) Started work on alleys utilizing the skid
loader and plainer attachment
8) Worked with Reliable Heating & Cool-
ing on a furnace that was not working at the
Medical Center. A bird’s nest was removed
far into the exhaust line. The exhaust line
will have a new mesh cover installed.
9) Received AED from Goodhue County
Sheriff’s Office grant. Ordered and received
a wall mount box from Ultimate Safety Con-
cepts Inc that will be installed in the com-
munity center.
B) Jason Boynton of Smith Schafer & As-
sociates reported on:
1) Conducted a presentation of the 2023
Wanamingo City Audit
2) No large (State or Federal) single audit
required for 2023
3) There is limited segregation of duties in
the small office – yearly recommendation for
small staff communities. This is not possi-
ble with a small office staff.
4) The audit completion letter showed no
disagreements with management
5) Paid down $636,000 of debt in 2023
6) The general fund showed a $22,646
shortfall in 2023 and will have roughly a
$580,000 balance. This will decrease the re-
serve balance from 79% to 61%. There was
planned reserve spending on Prairie Ridge
Estate Park Shelter of $15,000 and additional
street maintenance work $17,900. There was
also unplanned capital spending with Com-
munity Center/City Hall doors of $11,500
and skid loader snow blade of $7,800. There
were also one-time expenses toward fire re-
lief association retirements of $30,000.

(continued on page 26)
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Volunteers can reach out to Volunteer Coor-
dinator David, at 507-321-0404 or by email
at HYPERLINK "mailto:dkujawa@three-
riverscap.org"dkujawa@threeriverscap.org
for more information and sign up. Volunteers
can sign up at
threeriverscap.galaxydigital.com for opportu-
nities in Wanamingo.
3) Older adults looking for services can
reach out to Three Rivers CommunityAction
at 507-316-0610 or by email at HYPERLINK
"mailto:oas@threeriverscap.org"oas@three-
riverscap.org. An Older Adult Advocate will
connect and set up a time for home a visit to
assess needs. Three Rivers Community Ac-
tion also provides energy assistance, SNAP
application assistance, housing assistance,
Meals on Wheels, and many other vital com-
munity programs.
NEW BUSINESS:
RESOLUTION:
Public Hearing – Mayor Holmes opened
the North Zumbro Sanitary Sewer District
(NZSSD) Wanamingo Portion of the Facili-
ties Plan at 7:24PM. Brandon Theobald and
BillAngerman fromWHKS presented a Pow-
erPoint on the NZSSDWanamingo Portion of
the Facilities Plan. The proposed regional
wastewater treatment facility and collection
system will service the communities of Good-
hue, Pine Island, Wanamingo and Zumbrota
along with the Prairie Island Indian Commu-
nity. This Facilities Plan public hearing is for
the Wanamingo portion only. Goodhue, Pine
Island, and Zumbrota have already completed
their Facilities Plan public hearings.
Wanamingo wastewater treatment facility
was constructed in 1973 with an upgrade in
1981. The wastewater facility is at the end of
its useful life. The plant is constructed in the
floodplain and has been flooded out three
times in the last fifteen years. The digester
walls are leaking, the concrete/steel is deteri-
orating. The MPCA is reducing the effluent
limits that the current plant can’t treat. The
MPCA is in the process of placing phospho-
rus limits on to combat the Gulf of Mexico
dead zone caused by discharge from the Mis-
sissippi River. The treatment alternatives are
a new sewer plant onsite or a regional treat-
ment facility and collections system. The
North Zumbro Sanitary Sewer District
(NZSSD) was formed through a joint power’s
agreement. The proposed new facility would
be constructed in Zumbrota with lift stations
and force main. The four current sanitary
sewer plants, including Wanamingo, would
be decommissioned. A formal sanitary sewer
district would be formed by the State as its
own government entity. TheWanamingo col-
lection system would start near the current
Wanamingo wastewater treatment facility
with a lift station and pumps, run up Hillcrest
Avenue/HillAvenue to the south, head east on
MNTH 60, and then run through Zumbrota to
the recently purchased land where a new
wastewater treatment facility will be con-
structed. The total project costs are estimated
at $111,300,000. The City of Wanamingo’s
share is 10.1% of the costs, or $11,291,000.
The treatment facility and collection system
costs are based upon 50% flow, 25% Total
Suspended Solids (TSS), and 25% Biological
Oxygen Demand (BOD). The detention costs
are based upon 100% of the peak flow (I &

I). The four communities received $10 mil-
lion in capital funding from the State in 2023
for land acquisition and predesign. The four
cities have a $44.8 million State capital re-
quest in 2024. TheWanamingo actual cost to
construct a new Wanamingo wastewater
treatment facility at the current location
would be $15,135,000. The Wanamingo ac-
tual cost for the regional treatment facility
and collection system is $5,762,000 with the
$44.8 State capital request. The four com-
munities banding together create economies
of scale. The Wanamingo actual cost for the
regional treatment facility and collection sys-
tem without additional State capital funds
would be $11,291,000. There are additional
funding options that the four communities
will pursue, but are not definite, included
Point Source Implementation Grants (PSIG).
PSIG is capped at $7 million. It has not been
defined if the PSIG eligibility would be
capped at $7 million for the project or each
community. Another funding option would
be to pursue Federal Congressional Directed
Spending (earmark). The Federal Congres-
sional Directed Spending is capped at $5 mil-
lion in 2025. The current Wanamingo
average monthly home sewer portion of the
utility bill is $63/month. After receiving the
full State capital request the rates would need
to increase to $118/month. Without receiv-
ing any of the State capital requested, the
rates would need to increase to $290/month.
If the City constructed its own sewer plant the
rates would need to increase to $315/month.
Kingbury asked if his current utility bill was
around $100 how much his utility bill would
increase. Theobald stated roughly $40.
Holmes asked what other Minnesota cities do
to construct new wastewater treatment facil-
ities. Theobald stated that projects are piece-
mealed, State funding is requested, and user
rates increase significantly. Kingsbury asked
if the project could wait. Theobald stated that
the sewer plant is falling apart and that addi-
tional State standards for sulfates, nitrates,
PFAS, and phosphorus will not be able to be
met with the current facilities. Angerman
stated that the positives would be there are
strength in numbers to make operation &
maintenance costs cheaper, have redundan-
cies in treatment. The treatment per gallon
will become cheaper over time. It will be
simpler to meet new standards at one location
in the future, rather than four. Kingsbury
asked if reducing I & I will lower the costs.
Theobald stated yes and no. Wanamingo fac-
tored in low growth, assuming that I & I will
be reduced. Additional growth would be off-
set by I & I reduction. Theobald stated that
reducing flows and loadings can reduce costs
to Wanamingo in the future. Kingsbury
asked what the proposed new facilities’ life
expectancy would be. Angerman stated that
the mechanics are designed for twenty years,
and the plant is designed for fifty. The
amount of land purchased has a footprint to
double the size of the facility in the future.
Theobald stated that the pipes are designed
for one hundred years, the lift stated for fifty
years, and the pumps for twenty years. Turri
asked if the lift station would have a spare
pump. Theobald stated that the lift station
would have two to three pumps depending
upon the final design, with the expectation of
having an extra pump built in. NoAdditional
Public Comments Offered. Mayor Holmes

closed the public hearing at 7:46PM.
24-028 = Approving the NZSSD

Wanamingo Portion of the Facilities Plan:
Ohr moved to approve, Seconded by Hau-
gen. Passed 4-0-0.
24-029 = Accepting the 2023

WanamingoAudit: Ohr moved to approve,
Seconded by Haugen. Passed 4-0-0.
24-030 = Approving a Revised City of

Wanamingo Fund Balance Policy: Dierks
moved to approve, Seconded by Haugen.
Boulton stated that the general fund spend-
ing will be $1,040,000 in 2024. The current
$500,000 reserve balance will now be in the
middle of the 35%-65%. Boulton suggested
moving the goal post of the general fund re-
serve balance to $650,000 to reflect the in-
crease from $650,000 in the general fund
spending since the policy was last modified
in 2018. Haugen asked what the plan and
timing is to increase the general fund bal-
ance. Boulton stated that the plan would be
to increase over five years with a review of
the policy to occur again in 2029. Boulton
also stated that the recommendation is to
budget a 3% reserve. Holmes stated that the
yearly budget should be setting aside re-
serves to keep with reserve fund balance as
yearly general fund spending increases.
Passed 4-0-0.
24-031 = Approving PSA with WHKS

for a Sump Pump Inspection Program:
Ohr moved to approve, Seconded by Dierks.

Theobald stated that Inflow & Infiltration (I
& I) is groundwater that does not need to be
treated with wastewater. When wastewater
treatment plants, like Wanamingo, were con-
structed the solution to pollution was dilution.
However, with the cost of new treatment fa-
cilities and operation it adds unnecessary
costs to construct larger facilities and treat
unnecessary I & I. The City sees spikes in
waste water flow up to eight times regular
flows during wet weather events. I & I costs
are difficult to quantify in added costs to a fa-
cility. However, with the facilities plan pre-
sented the I & I in the proposed new NZSSD
treatment facility will cost the average home
roughly $30 extra per month. A sump pump
program is the most cost-effective option to
reduce I & I. Other options include drain tile
inspections, replacement/lining of services
lines, replacement/lining of sewer mains, and
testing for cross connections with stormwa-
ter lines. Sump pump inspection programs
are not attractive politically. The program
would go into all homes for inventory later to
ensure sump pumps do not hook into sanitary
sewer, that all lines are plumbed outside, and
all sump pump baskets have pumps and dis-
charge lines (or are sealed off). There would
be a requirement for homeowners to make
corrections if they are out of compliance.

Wanamingo City Council
(continued from page 25)

(continued on page 27)
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The sewer utility rate payers will save money
in the long run by implementing a sump pump
inspection program. The end goal would be
to give homeowners a timeline for inspection,
timeline to fix if there are violations, or pay a
surcharge. The program will educate the pub-
lic through a website, mailings, and public
hearings. The program will coincide with the
MN Department of Health lead/copper grant
to identify lead service line for future re-
placement. The two programs will also facil-
itate GPS in water service shutoff curb stops.
The proposed program cost is $72,440. Ohr
stated that he does not wish to pay for others
I & I when the new regional NZSSD is in op-
eration. Haugen agreed that the I & I will cost
residents significantly in the future if not ad-
dressed. Holmes asked what the timeline
would be to complete the program. Theobald
than a half hour for each inspection. Theobald
stated that the work would start later this sum-
mer and run into fall. Holmes asked where
the water will be deposited if sump pumps are
changed from dumping into the sanitary sys-
tem to outside. Theobald stated that the ideal
place would be to pump the water to tile line
behind the back of the curb. If there is no tile
line behind the back of the curb the water will

be deposited into the street or into the home-
owner’s yard. Kennedy asked when should
sewer service lines be televised and drain
tiles be removed from going into the sanitary
sewer system. Theobald stated that drain tile
inspections program could be completed
down the road, but the effort and cost is
higher than sump pump inspection program.
Theobald stated that smoke tests would be
completed next spring in which roof drains
and cross connection could be identified for
future repairs saving additional I & I. Passed
4-0-0.
Administrator Boulton provided a memo
and cost estimates for emailed billing and
online utility billing portal options. The
topic of emailed utility billing has come up
with Council and staff over the past two
years. Other communities such as Zumbrota,
Pine Island, and Goodhue have recently of-
fered online billing. Currently, all
Wanamingo utility bills are mailed, includ-
ing those on auto pay. The United States
Post Office charges $0.53 for post cards and
$0.64 for regular envelopes processed
through the Quadient postage machine.
There were 544 total utility bills generated
in March 2024. There were 226 auto pays
and 318 regular billings (paying with check,
cash, or credit card). There are roughly 25

envelopes sent out each month with multiple
post cards while there are roughly 475 indi-
vidual post cards. This equals out to roughly
$280 in postage each month. The postcards,
ink, and envelopes probably cost an addi-
tional $0.50 each. This would equal an ad-
ditional $270 in other direct costs to mailing
each month. The monthly direct cost total
for mailing would be $550 per month or
$6,600 per year. There are also indirect costs
of staff time generating the utility bills and
placing the postage on each envelope and
post card.
There is significant staff time in prepara-
tion of monthly utility bills. The City saved
significant staff time in changing over from
hand held meter reader to the cellular data
package reading. The City staff continues to
have an additional workload and a need to
look for ways to simplify tasks in order to get
work completed in a timely manner.
Emailed utility billing along with a citizen
portal to access historic usage, billing, and
handle payments would save staff time in the
long run. There would be initial increased
staff time to manage the email collection and
maintenance for citizens. The alternative is
for the City Council to hire additional City
staff to manage the ever-increasing work-
load. Hiring additional City staff is a burden

to both the property taxes and utility bills.
The US Post Office has become unreliable
in the long duration for normal deliveries of
bills, damage to letters, and some cards not
showing up for months. The US Post Office
has gotten so bad that the staff is consider-
ing other forms of payments to vendors to
avoid late fees. There are getting to be more
citizens that inform the City that they did not
receive their bills. For these reasons the City
Council and staff should look toward other
more reliable alternatives to the US Post Of-
fice such as emailed utility bills.
The computer system and utility billing
software has undergone some updates over
the past two years. The City has upgraded
utility billing software through Civic Sys-
tems (Casselle) in spring 2021, completed a
two-and-a-half-year city-wide water meter
replacement program and changes from hand
held meter reader to cellular data packet on-
line reading in August 2023, and completed
backup server replacements in May 2023.
All of these updates have come with draw-
backs, hiccups, and additional challenges be-
fore the systems run smoothly. City staff
have wanted to ensure that the system is run-
ning smoothly before taking on the next up-
date.

Wanamingo City Council
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Tatge
 Jewelry

 Awards By Tatge
 Since 1975

 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN
 (507) 789-6522

BAKER’S
 TIRE SERVICE

 507-824-2264
 11361 Hwy. 60 Blvd

 Wanamingo

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue
 651-923-4441

 Lodermeiers.net

 • Machinery Storage
 • Commercial
 • Livestock Buildings
 • Garages

Bruce Freerksen
 (507) 273-9110

 brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com
 West Concord, MN

SIFT  (SAVE IT
 FROM

 TRASH)

 THRIFT STORE
 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
 Saturday 9am to 5pm

 DOUG AND MARY KLATT
 www.sift4you.com
 Call us today!  507.259.2386

Todd Ryan
 651-764-5590

 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com
 Goodhue, MN
 Branch Office

Grain and Livestock Hedging

www.drsquarefoot.com
 651-246-4146

Best Fertilizer for Land is      of the Owner

Real
Estate

Auctions
Liveand SealedBids

DODGE, GOODHUE, 
 WABASHA, AND RICE 

 COUNTY AREA FARMERS

 Losing soybean yield to
 White Mold and

 Sudden Death Syndrome?
 We can help!

 Call Colin at 1-306-716-4964
 www.headsupST.com

PLACE YOUR AD ON THIS PAGE
 Call Terry at 507-951-7417

 or Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Staff contacted Civic Systems regarding
emailed billing options this past winter. Civic
Systems has two options for emailed billing.
The first option is for emailed utility billing
with an initial one-time fee of $1,800 and a
$300 annual support fee. The second option
is for both emailed utility billing and citizen
portal with an initial one-time fee of $1,900
and a $400 annual support fee. The second
option would be a better buy, getting both
emailed billing and a citizen portal to be able
to see current bills, usage history, billing his-
tory, and be able to pay with credit card.
The pros would include long-term direct
cost savings in postage, postcards, ink, and
envelopes. Emailed utility bills would be
more reliable than the US Post Office. This
would save the city staff time in preparation
of monthly utility bills and answering historic
usage and billing questions with citizen use
of an online portal. The cons would include
difficulty in getting 544 utility billing recipi-
ents to sign up for emailed billing. There
would probably still need to be a printed
billing option moving forward for those that
do not utilize the internet or email. This
would mean that the utility billing system
would not be uniform. There is question re-
garding the redundancy of receipts for both
the customer and the city. Some residents
like a receipt of the top stub of the current
postcard bill. Going forward they may wish
for a receipt from the City if they come in
make a payment. The city utilizes the bottom
portion stub of the postcard for a receipt or
generate a receipt from the carbon copy book.
This helps with any questions in case a pay-
ment is entered incorrectly when processing
payments. The carbon copy receipt books are
over $50 each (150 receipts per book). The
city utilizes roughly five of these books per
year. The city would either require twenty
more receipt books or some other redundant
payment tracking to cover the payments for
the year without paper stub. Other alterna-
tives would be tracking payments through
Casselle (utility billing software) cash receipt
module or track check images through the
bank.
Boulton asked if the Council wished to
move forward with an emailed utility billing
option? The Council members agreed to
bring forward a resolution for consideration
of approval at the May City Council meeting.
Boulton asked the City Council’s intention to
offer an incentive to citizens to sign up for
emailed billing. The Cities of Zumbrota, Pine
Island, and Goodhue are looking at offering a
one-time ($5) credit to customers utility bill
to sign up for emailed billing. The Council
did not offer specific feedback on credits for
signing up. Boulton asked if the City Coun-
cil wished to eventually charge those who do
not sign up for emailed billing. The City of
Zumbrota, Pine Island, and Goodhue have all
discussed charging $1-$5 per month for those
who still receive a hard copy bill in the US
Mail. The City Council did not offer specific
feedback on requiring emailed signup or
monthly charges for mailed bills. Kingsbury
stated that the City utility bill is the only reg-
ular monthly bill that he gets in the US Mail.
Holmes stated that he wished to see the
emailed utility bills with the customer portal
option. Ohr agreed with including the portal

Holli Gudknecht, Finance Director Whitney
Kyllo, Police Chief Jeff Sjoblom, Engineer
Derek Olinger, PublicWorks DirectorWayne
Ehrich, CityAttorney Scott Riggs, Todd Gre-
seth, Robert Peterson, John Cambronne,
Zach Bubany
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

CITIZEN COMMENT
Goodhue County Commissioner, Todd Gre-
seth, gave an update on what is happening in
the County. The County is going through
some personnel changes. The Goodhue
County Commission meeting will be held at
Kenyon City Hall on May 1 at 9:00 am.

ADOPTAGENDA
Addition: / XI / New Business / N / Sched-
ule Council Work Session with Fire Depart-
ment
Motion by Helgeson second by Bailey to
approve the amended agenda. Motion carried
3-0-0.

CONSENTAGENDA
Motion by Helgeson second by Henke to
approve the ConsentAgenda, which includes
payment of check numbers 75877 through
75971; 4895E through 4967E.
Motion carried 3-0-0.

PRESENTATIONS/
PUBLIC HEARINGS/

RECOGNITIONS/PROLAMATIONS
ENGINEERING

2025 Street & Utility Project
6th Street LRIP Grant

Engineer Olinger stated that the City of
Kenyon was not awarded the LRIPGrant for
the 6th Street reconstruction project. This
project will be moved back to the 2028 proj-
ect. We may apply again during the next so-
licitation.

Overall Project Scope
Engineer Olinger reviewed the street and
utility improvement project that has been
programmed for 2025. Public Works, KMU,
and Engineering staff have met to review the
infrastructure.A formal recommendation list
of street/utility segments will be compiled for
Council consideration.

CSAH 12 Partnership Agreement
City Engineer Olinger stated that a partner-
ship agreement with the county engineer for
the construction of County Road 12 should
be ready for the May council meeting. The
agreement was drafted, sent to the city attor-
ney, and is now in the county for approval.

LEGAL
Draft Tobacco Ordinance –

Chief Jeff Sjoblom
City Attorney Riggs reviewed the draft or-
dinance amending section 1105 of the city
code regarding tobacco. This updated ordi-
nance will now bring the city current with
state law.

Approve Ordinance 103:
Amending Section 1105 of the

Kenyon City Code Regarding Tobacco
Motion by Bailey, Second by Helgeson to
approve Ordinance 103. Motion Carried 3-0-
0.

Resolution 2024-10:
Approving Publication of Ordinance

No. 103 by Title and Summary
Motion by Bailey, second by Helgeson to
approve Resolution 2024-10. Motion Carried
3-0-0.
Review Draft Zoning Ordinance to Allow
Apartments on the Rear ½ of the First

Floor of Buildings in the C-1 District as a
Conditional Use –Zoning Ordinance

Section 515.15 Subd. 3 a)
Attorney Riggs stated that the planning
commission recommended to not adopt this
ordinance. Robert Peterson, a Kenyon prop-
erty owner, outlined the cons of allowing
apartments on the rear half of the first floor
of C-1 district buildings. Council member
Bailey agreed with Peterson’s comments.
Motion by Bailey seconded by Helgeson to
accept the recommendation of the planning
commission to not adopt this ordinance. Mo-
tion carried 3-0-0.

OLD BUSINESS
Update on Payroll Services

Finance Director, Whitney Kyllo updated
the council on the background on switching
over from Paycom to ADP for payroll. The
city would go live with ADP on June 10 and
the payroll costs would be cut in half.
Motion by Henke seconded by Helgeson to
change payroll services to ADP. Motion car-
ried 3-0-0.

NEW BUSINESS
City Administrator Position Update

Attorney Riggs stated he had contacted
some parties about serving as an interim city
administrator. He had not found an interim
yet.
Resolution 2024-09: Approving the De-

certification of Tax Increment Financing
District No. 4-5 of the City of Kenyon.
Gudknecht stated that Tax Increment Fi-
nancing District No. 4-5, which was origi-
nally created for Countryside Way, is now
completed. The city is required to decertify
the district.
Motion by Helgeson second by Bailey to
adopt Resolution 2024-09 approving the de-
certification of Tax Increment Financing Dis-
trict No. 4-5 of the City of Kenyon. Motion
carried 3-0-0.

option.
OLD BUSINESS:
Enforcement Process – Mead Johnson -

Reckitt – 120 day written letter toward
meeting goal of waste pH – Boulton stated
that the City had received a letter fromMead
Johnson – Reckitt. Mead Johnson – Reckitt
pH of wastewater discharge was consistently
within range during the month of March.
The frac tank was installed and incorporated
into their process on March 6th. Mead John-
son – Reckitt goal is to install a new lift sta-
tion with pH treatment. The project has been
funded and is proceeding through the final
engineering design phase. Boulton stated
that theWanamingo staff are still monitoring
the wastewater discharge from Reckitt-Mead
Johnson. Kennedy stated that there were no
high pH levels in March. Kennedy stated
that with the installation of the new frac tank
the flows went from 24 hours per day to less
than 6 hours per day. The pH levels of the
wastewater discharge are being adjusted be-
fore being sent to the wastewater treatment
plant. Prior to December results have regu-
larly shown extremely low and at times high
pH levels along with the presence of high
levels of QAC (Quaternary Ammonium
Compounds) have been sent to Reckitt-Mead
Johnson. The pH levels should be within 5.0
and 9.5. City Staff have been working with
Reckitt-Mead Johnson toward the achieved
solution of pH levels within the limits. The
City appreciates the open dialogue and work,
to date, from Reckitt- Mead Johnson. The
City continues to keep the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency informed during this
process. Boulton stated the Enforcement
Process would be left on the monthly agenda
until November 2024, or when the action
items are completed. Boulton stated the
Mead Johnson -Reckitt would be required to
provide written monthly updates to the City
Council.
Holmes noted that the Goodhue County
Sheriff had provided a 2023 annual report to
Council members. The report was presented
to the Wanamingo Police Work Group com-
mittee. The committee has been meeting
with the Sheriff’s office on Wanamingo
policing on the first even month Friday at
9:00AM. The next Wanamingo PoliceWork
Group committee meeting will be on June
7th.
*Next City Council meeting on 5/13/2024
at 7:00pm.
Adjourn: At 8:26PM a motion to adjourn
was made by Dierks and seconded by Ohr.
Passed 4-0-0.
Signed: Ryan Holmes, Mayor
Attest: Michael Boulton, City Administrator

_________________________________

Kenyon City Council Meeting
April 9, 2024
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a
City Council Meeting was duly held in the
City Council chambers at 7:00 p.m. on the
9th day of April 2024. The meeting was
called to order by Mayor Henke.
The following members were present:
Mayor Doug Henke, Council Members Kim
Helgeson and Mary Bailey
Via Zoom:Molly Ryan (non-voting)
Absent: Lee Sjolander
Also, present: Administrative Assistant

Wanamingo City Council
(continued from page 27)
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GOODHUE COUNTY LOCAL HVAC 
 EXPERTS SINCE 1991

 • Residential &
 Commercial Heating
 & Cooling Experts

 • Furnace, Boiler,
 Air Conditioner, Heat Pumps, 
 Ductless Mini-Splits

 • Affordable, Professional Repairs, 
 and Replacements

 • Professional Air Duct Cleaning
 & Sanitization

 • Repair & Replace
 Water Heaters

 Trusted throughout Goodhue County 
 for Over 30 Years!

 Call Matt Lindell Today!
 507-263-3419

 www.lindellheating.com

(continued on page 29)
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LMCIT Liability Coverage Waiver
Gudknecht stated that the City Council is re-
quired to choose either to waive or not to
waive the monetary insurance liability limits.
State statutes limit a city’s tort liability to a
maximum of $500,000 per claimant and
$1,500,000 per occurrence. These limits apply
whether the claim is against the city, against
the individual officer or employee, or against
both. Cities can choose to waive the state lia-
bility limits. Cities can purchase additional in-
surance coverage up to $2,000,000 annually.
Motion by Henke, seconded by Helgeson to
follow past City precedence to not waive
LMCIT State Liability limits. Motion carried
3-0-0.

Kenyon Muni - 2024 Rose Fest Street
Dance Band Contract

Motion by Bailey seconded by Helgeson to
approve the 2024 Rose Fest Street dance band
MTV’s for Saturday, August 17, 2024. Mo-
tion carried 3-0-0.
Declare 1936 Ford Open-Air Fire Truck

as Excess Inventory
Fire ChiefWayne Ehrich stated that the Fire
Department voted to get rid of the 1936 Ford
Open-Air Fire Truck. They are requesting
council approval to sell the old fire truck. Pro-
ceeds would go into the truck fund.
Motion by Bailey seconded by Helgeson to
declare the 1936 fire truck as excess inven-
tory to be properly disposed of. Motion car-
ried 3-0-0.
Kenyon Fire Relief Association Requests

for June 22, 2024

City Credit Card Use
Finance Director, Whitney Kyllo, stated
that the City credit card policy had recently
been updated.
Motion by Henke seconded by Bailey to
adopt Administrative Policy #17 – City
Credit Card use.
Motion carried 3-0-0.

2024 Pool Wages
Gudknecht stated that the pool wages were
updated with the pool manager, Brandi
Kyllo, in February.
Motion by Helgeson seconded by Bailey to
approve the 2024 pool wages. Motion carried
3-0-0.

2024 Pay Equity Report
Finance Director Kyllo stated that the State
requires a pay equity report be completed and
adopted every three years. The last one was
approved in January 2021.
Motion by Henke seconded by Bailey to
adopt the pay equity report as presented. Mo-
tion carried 3-0-0.

Depot Building Window Replacement
Ehrich stated that the Park and Rec Com-
mittee met onApril 2. They are recommend-
ing the replacement of the ten large windows
in the Depot building.
Motion by Bailey seconded by Henke to
approve the estimate from L&M Construc-
tion to replace ten windows in the Depot
Building at a cost of $21,368.00. Motion car-
ried 3-0-0.

FTO Pay – Police Chief Sjoblom
Police Chief Sjoblom discussed paying for
FTO (Field Training Officers). He requested
one hour of overtime or comp time per shift
be paid when current officers train new hires.
Motion by Bailey seconded by Helgeson to
approve the one hour of overtime pay or
comp time per shift for police department
field training officers. Motion carried 3-0-0.

Schedule Council Work Session with
Fire Department

Fire Chief Wayne Ehrich requested a work
session with the City Council to discuss is-
sues with the fire district townships.
Motion by Helgeson seconded by Bailey to
schedule a special city council meeting on
Tuesday, April 23 at 5:00 pm. motion carried
3-0-0.

Schedule of Upcoming Meetings
KMUMeeting: Tuesday,April 16th @ 4:00
p.m.
EDAMeeting: Tuesday, April 23rd @ 8:00
am
Board ofAppeals & Equalization, Thursday,
April 25 @ 3:00 pm (Run by County-Open
Book)
City Council Meeting: Tuesday, May 14th
@ 7 pm

COUNCILAND STAFF GENERAL
COMMENTS

Council Member Helgeson reminded every-
one of the Spring Clean-up scheduled for
April 27 from 9 am to noon.
Council Member Bailey thanked Engineer
Olinger, Zach Bubany, and Tedd Pederson for
their work on the trails committee.
Mayor Henke stated that Police Chief
Sjoblom had a good FYI report, and he was
proud of our city police department.
Zach Bubany gave an update on the projects
he is working on in the city.
Finance Director Kyllo thanked Matt Bartel
and Wayne Ehrich for working on the Liquor
Store IT issues two Fridays ago until 11:30
pm.
Motion by Henke second by Bailey to ad-
journ the meeting at 8:43 pm. Motion carried
3-0-0.
Holli Gudknecht, Administrative Assistant
Douglas Henke, Mayor

Fire Chief Ehrich noted that the annual
Fireman’s Dance is scheduled to be held on
Saturday, June 22, 2024.
Motion by Helgeson seconded by Bailey to
approve the Kenyon Fire ReliefAssociation’s
request for a dance permit and temporary
liquor license. Motion carried 3-0-0.

Approve Purchase of iPad for New
GIS System

Wayne Ehrich, Public Works Director, re-
quested the approval to purchase an iPad for
use with the GIS mapping system. This pur-
chase was included in the budget.
Motion by Helgeson seconded by Bailey to
approve the purchase of an iPad and protec-
tive cover for the public works department
for use with the new GIS system. Motion car-
ried 3-0-0.

IT Security Update
Finance Clerk, Whitney Kyllo explained
her research concerning IT issues in the city.
Our current provider is not BCAcertified for
police department security.
Motion by Bailey seconded by Helgeson to
authorize hiring On-Site to come in and give
a quote for security update for the city. Mo-
tion carried 3-0-0.
Delete Signatory at Security State Bank

of Kenyon
Gudknecht requested that Mark Vahlsing be
deleted as a signer for the city bank account
at the Security State Bank of Kenyon.
Motion by Helgeson second by Henke to
delete Mark Vahlsing as a signatory on the
City of Kenyon account at the Security State
Bank of Kenyon. Motion carried 3-0-0.

Update Administrative Policy #17-

For Dependable Home Heating
 & Commercial L.P. Gas...

Call Community Co-op Today!

Community

 Co-oP
Proudly Serving You Since 1925

9 Central Avenue
 Faribault, MN 55021
 (507) 334-8642
 800-COOPOIL
 (800-266-7645)
 www.fbocoop.com

Experience the Difference
• Regular Scheduled Delivery Option
 • Budget Pay Plan Available
 • 24-Hour Emergency Service
 • Tank Installation
 • Residential

 • Commercial & Ag
 • Online Ordering Available
 • Online Bill Pay Available
 • Contracting Open Year-Round

 Proudly Serving You Since 1925

Sandblasting
 (Commercial, Residential, Industrial)
 Prime/Paint

 Welding  (Mig, Tig, and Stick)
 Metal Fabrication
 Machine Shop

 19 Main St,
 Wanamingo, MN

((550077)) 442211--22889911((550077)) 442211--22889911(507) 421-2891
kknnoottttmmaacchhiinnee@@ggmmaaiill..ccoommkknnoottttmmaacchhiinnee@@ggmmaaiill..ccoommknottmachine@gmail.com

�

�

�
�
�

We are mobile and can come to you for any
 sandblasting/welding projects you need taken care of.

KKNNOOTTTT MMAACCHHIINNEE AANNDD RREEPPAAIIRR LLLLCCKKNNOOTTTT MMAACCHHIINNEE AANNDD RREEPPAAIIRR LLLLCCKNOTT MACHINE AND REPAIR  LLC
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Why Do Farmers Farm
“Why do farmers farm, given their economic adversities on top of the many frustra-
tions and difficulties normal to farming?And always the answer is: "Love. They must do
it for love." Farmers farm for the love of farming. They love to watch and nurture the
growth of plants. They love to live in the presence of animals. They love to work out-
doors. They love the weather, maybe even when it is making them miserable. They love
to live where they work and to work where they live. If the scale of their farming is small
enough, they like to work in the company of their children and with the help of their chil-
dren. They love the measure of independence that farm life can still provide. I have an
idea that a lot of farmers have gone to a lot of trouble merely to be self-employed to live
at least a part of their lives without a boss.”

- Wendell Berry, Bringing it to the Table: On Farming and Food
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Free Inspections
 952.222.4004

www.CapitalMN.com

 Residential & Multi-Family Contractor
 Roofing    Siding    Gutters    Windows

By RosaLin Alcoser

A Minnesotan:
Different in a
Small Town

One of the main differences between liv-
ing in the cities, town, or a small town is
the amount of time you can take to chat
with people when you’re out and about.
When you're in the city you might have
enough time to exchange pleasantries with
someone checking you out at a store.
While in town you might be able to build
up some sort of rapport with people at
places that you regularly frequent. But in
a small town you will often be able to hold
full conversions with these same people
which is my father’s favorite thing to do.

Recently my father was doing this very
thing while my mother was picking out
new glasses. At some point during this my
parents had mentioned that my father used
to be a chaplain for the Federal Prison Sys-
tem for 26 years when they got out Federal
employee health insurance that they have
as part of my father’s retirement. Which is
always important to be mentioned when he
meets new people because his favorite joke
is that he did 26 years in the federal big
house. Which we’ll add on to that he got
let out every night for good behavior
This is a joke that only goes off well if
the people that he’s talking to pay attention
to the fact that he was the chaplain at the
prison. Which the people at the glasses
store apparently did not pay attention to.
So they proceed to tease up and say things
about how everyone deserves a second
chance protecting my mother to have to re-
explain that he was retired from being the
chaplain, not from being an inmate.
As I was not there to witness this event
in person I am assuming that this explana-
tion of the joke resolved the whole thing.
Nevertheless the interaction was amusing
and was a much higher level of interaction
than those of us in the cities get with most
people we meet while out on errands.

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
The Eclipse

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor

and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Min-

nesota when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

I have always been intrigued by the solar
system. Growing up in the country the night
sky seems so vast and captivating. The Big
Dipper was one of the first constellations I
was able to identify. If you follow the two
stars that make up the front of the dipper you
can find the North Star and the Little Dipper.
Over sixty years on that tidbit of information.
Years ago, I recall watching the northern
lights in the winter sky. They seemed more
common back years ago.
When I was a young kid, I read about
Haley’s Comet. My grandmother told about
seeing it in the western sky about sunset back
in 1910. Sometime in the late 1960’s a comet
visited earth and I got up a couple nights
around 2am to look at it in the south-eastern
sky. My fascination with traveling heavenly
objects was anticipating the return of Haley’s
Comet. I was so excited that I would be able
to see in 1986 but unfortunately it was barely
visible at all to the naked eye.
Solar eclipses were interesting as well. My
dad let us look at one through the welding
helmet when we were growing up. I was
amazed that the event could be tracked and
predicted with such accuracy as to alert us to
just when it would happen again. So, enters
2024 with theApril 8th total solar eclipse and
the fact that I would be living right on the
edge of the band of totality. A 116 mile-wide

zone where the moon would fully cover the
sun at mid-day. What luck, it just clips the
north-western edge of Tennessee and our
Kentucky Lake home is on the north-west-
ern edge of Tennessee.
The hysteria was building for the event.
Some thought it was a cosmic sign ushering
in a cataclysmic event. Down here they were
giving away solar sunglasses everywhere.
City hall had them, the Ranger station at Ft.
Donelson Park had them, the gas stations
sold them and they were at the checkout in
the grocery stores. I picked a pair up and was
warned not to drive with them on. I didn’t
know I looked that stupid. Some people
asked about getting them for their pets. I
have had dogs all my life and never knew
them to look at the sun. One lady said she
was going to keep her curtains drawn all day
Monday so as not to burn her eyeballs. I am
not sure how these people live their life
every other day of the year without staring
into the sun. I think that one of the first
things my mom told me was, “don’t look at
the sun.”
So, I was pumped. I knew it wasn’t a total
eclipse down here but they said it was 97.9%
coverage. That seems pretty close to 100 for
me. At 1:15 I went outside and put on my
shades. First thing I learned is you shouldn’t
walk down the porch steps with eclipse
glasses on. At least I felt like the cardboard
sunglasses I had nothing invested in would
likely protect my eyesight. Sure enough
about a third of the sun was covered by a
black moon. I checked a few more times
leading up to the 2:01pm maximum cover-
age point. But I noticed it was still about a
bright as any other afternoon would be. I
thought it would be getting darker, maybe no
shadows. So, at 2:01 I dutifully donned my
eye wear and looked upward. Quite spectac-
ular, just a sliver of sun peaking around that
big black moon blot. But it was still bright
as day outside. There were shadows from
trees and the house and my pickup.
Just 2% of the sun can still brighten up the
world. Quite impressive how powerful a lit-
tle sunlight is.
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THEME: FICTIONAL MOTHERS
ACROSS
1. Bars
6. Escape or flee
9. Green gemstone or Heather Graham in "The Hangover"
13. Turning point
14. 34th U.S. Pres
15. Actress Sophia ____
16. Each and all
17. Lake, in France
18. Roof overhangs
19. *Lovable mother of seven in "Harry Potter" Mrs. ____
21. *Mother in "The Terminator," Sarah ____
23. Not safe, in baseball
24. "Hold on!"
25. Uno ____, in Mexico
28. Iranian monarch
30. Be a go-between
35. Kind of cuckoos
37. Passing mention
39. Dwelled
40. TV show "____ 911!"
41. *"Beloved" mother
43. Like a tennis skirt
44. Scottish kinship groups
46. Spare in car
47. Email folder
48. Vertical dimension
50. Turf alternative
52. Morse Code dash
53. Hippocratic ____
55. Three, to Caesar
57. *Margaret White's telekinetic daughter
60. *Elizabeth Zott of "____ in Chemistry"
64. Vernacular
65. R&R hot spot
67. Capital of Vietnam
68. Yours is as good as mine?
69. Tennis retry
70. Cause anxiety (2 words)
71. Bookie's quote
72. Well-kept secret, for some
73. Teatime treat

DOWN
1. Do like volcano
2. Honey home
3. Iris holder
4. Human trunk
5. iPad "pen"
6. *Matriarch, ____ Munster of "The Mun-
sters"
7. *Nadezhda of "The Americans," ____ Eliza-
beth Jennings, acr.
8. Muhammad's birthplace
9. Melissa Rivers' mom
10. Australian slang for afteroon
11. Widely hunted ruminant
12. Follow ems
15. A particular legume
20. Not pathos
22. Second O in EVOO
24. Kinda white
25. *Mrs. ____, a.k.a. Marmee
26. Anoint
27. Red Sea peninsula
29. Drive a getaway car, e.g.
31. Goals
32. Like a Harvard building?
33. Plant-based laxative
34. *____ Bunker, mom to Gloria in "All in the
Family"
36. Dance partner
38. Drive-____, for short
42. Like a haunted house
45. Daisy dukes, e.g.
49. ____ chi
51. Casts a line
54. Popular electric car
56. Newton's first name
57. Foul substance
58. Matured
59. Bob of "The Joy of Painting" fame
60. Better than never?
61. On top of
62. "High" time
63. Cosine's counterpart
64. In the past
66. *"Married... with Children" mom
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