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Announcements

e Vang Lutefisk Supper 2024. Save the
date - Saturday October 5,2024. New times:

Get Real With Jill

11:00am, Noon, 1:00pm, 4:00pm reservation. By Cheri Roshon . . thing? Because her "colors" are blacl; and
Price: $26.00 per meal (cash and check only.) Today I had the pleasure of meeting Jill gold! And to be honest, she has a great imag-
More information coming soon. Warner, Kenyon's newest realtor. She and her  ination....

* OPEN INVITATION: All are welcome husband Brian have purchased Frank Peter- ~ Imagine walking into a new house, and see-

to breakfast, fellowship, bible study, and son's building on Main Street, and she is now ing all the possibilities it holds. That is one of
prayer time every Saturday morning at g

Hauge Lutheran Church in Kenyon. known as Fhe "realtor .with the gold .door“. Jill's favorite aspects of her job.
Breakfast and fellowship start at 8:00 am. Yes, her first renovation was to paint the (continued on page 3)
Followed by a verse by verse bible study. Fin- front door gold. Why would she do such a
ishing with prayer time at 10:00 am. All are
welcome (men2 women, and chi.ldren) each - - Jill Warner
Sarday moming!! Any questions. please || Rose Fest In Kenyon the Third Weekend in August
. : - . - oo g H
-’{lhree RlV«t{rs Commg/l[ntylAglowhcui- Plan to attend Rose Fest 49th Annual Rice County
rently accepting new Meals On Wheels
clients in the communities of Zumbrota, August 16, 17 & 18'. Some steﬂm und Gﬂs Tl'ﬂctor
Mazeppa, Goodhue, Pine Island, Ken of the events planned include
D s s yon . .
and Wanamingo. Receive a hot meal deliv- the Medallion clues which Show A“go 30, 31 &
ered to your home by a volunteer at lunch were published the three Wednesdays on the Sept. 1
time up to 5 days per week. To qualify you RoseFest Facebook page. The Grand Mar- ept.

must be 60 or older, live within city limits,

have limited mobility and/or are unable to shall and Rose Fest Royalty will be an-

prepare nutritious meals. The suggested do- nounced at 6pm on Wednesday August 14th.
nation is $5-$10 per meal. For more infor- At 7:30pm that evening there will be a town
mation on how to sign up for meals or to be cruise of golf carts, ATV’s and UTV’s. The

a volunteer driver, please contact Dana
Bergner at 507-421-6067 or dbergner@three-
riverscap.org

lineup will begin at the First Lutheran
Church parking lot at 7:15pm.

¢ Hiawathaland Transit: Service hours (continued on page 5)
are 7:30am-4:30pm Monday through Friday. 2023 Rosefest
Call dispatch at 866-623-7505 Monday
through Friday 6am-9pm and Saturday P ®
7:00am-5:00pm. Visit threeriverscap.org for ‘ h II B t & B 2023 Show
more information. . a 0 ISTro ur Visitors can take a trip back in time with all
vi.tev;’(?::iglg::gczlzitgrf#:nﬁ(goﬂggar:;:& By Cheri Roshon the various exhibits and activities going on at
N u o o g X
e g e o e e s A Wallfmg into the new space .Wthh once served as the annual Rice County Steam & Gas Show
Guard an even bigger success. WVHG meets Lacey's, you will notice some big changes. No longer a just South of Dundas MN on Hwy. 3 Friday,
the third Tuesday of each month at the daIk.baI atmosphere, it is bright and open ?lnd very wel- Saturday and Sunday, August 30, 31 & Sept
Wanamingo Community Center. The VFW coming. Read the menu, and your mouth will start water- 1. This year the event features Minneapolis
will meet from 7-7:30p.m. The Honor Guard ing--- well, I'm speaking for myself, but the description of | Moline Tractors and Equipment
will meet from 7:30-8:30p.m. For more in- . . quip :
formation contact Eric Dierks 507-321-1967, the meals that await your taste buds are so tempting, I Attendees can expect to see many of the fa-
Gary Floan at 507-732-7740, or Larry Van De want to try them all! o miliar attractions as they have in the past in-
Walker at 507-};121-4674. I was met at the door by Cristian Pinos, one of 3 broth- cluding the operating sawmill, corn shelling
Do you have an announcement? ers who moved to the United States from Ecuador. ' ithi ’ ’
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com Cristian Pinos (continued on page 4) thrashing, blacksmithing (’cilrlzgrf;l;)cgin page 6)

PILLOW GLEANING
’ /;/"/l/' h ;“\ X ‘\\\
c\eaned YOUR PILLOWS ARE MADE ) _
DeodO_"‘t‘;d * CLEANER THAN NEW FOR * We have lots Of
Sanitiz LITTLE OR MORE THAN THE - i
Fluffed X cosTOFNEWTICKING K K-w Kn'ghts appare’
OTE. GRUSHED FOAM \3, *New Ticking of your Choice on hand fO" ba.Ck to
PILLOWS CAN BE 00\ * On the Spot Cleaning school sh oppmg.’
%OAEYEELE&'Q\%%\&VS * Returned the Same Day We will be open for Rosefest on Saturday, August | 7th.

Special hours 10:00 to Noon.
FOR SALE: CUSTOM MADE NEW PILLOWS & DOWN COMFORTERS P i

Thursday, September 12th at Kenyon VFW from 7:00 AM-3:00 PM
Wednesday, September 11th Evening Drop Off 5:00 PM-8:00 PM

Sponsored by: Kenyon Lions 113 Forest Street, Kenyon, MN 55946
Groups interested in details for sponsoring this service contact: 507-789-4611 gl p .com
Carlson’s Pillow Service + 3103 Westview Road NW Willmar, MN 56201 - 320-212-5811 or 320-235-8422
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What Can
We Agree
Upon?

By Pastor Larry Grove
\ Hauge Free Lutheran Church

In the aftermath of 911 there was a uniting
of minds and a common opinion that what
happened to this country was horrific and we
needed to do whatever it took to make sure it
never happened again. Along with this unified
commitment came all kinds of inconven-
iences. Long waits at airports, identity verifi-
cation requirements, purse size limitations
and bag checks with pocket emptying at ball
games and large events. Even body scans
were commonplace. All of these restrictions
hamstrung our nation but we were in agree-
ment that these things were necessary in order
to prevent another debilitating attack. Fast for-
ward 23 years and this same country is as di-
vided as I have seen it in my lifetime. There is
strife, frustration and angst in all circles. We
have an election fast approaching with each
side of the political spectrum pointing at the
opposition as the cause for all the turmoil. So,
what is the answer? In the sweltering summer
of 1787, the Constitutional Convention was
attempting to craft a document that would be
the benchmark for the New Republic. Delib-
erations became so heated and the air sur-
rounding the assembly seemed so bleak that
if the Convention would adjourn the dissolu-
tion of the union of states appeared to be in-
evitable. At this point when tempers were
flaring, Benjamin Franklin addressed his fel-
low Statesmen asking for prayer, exhorting
the men to seek divine intervention and unity.
These were his words, ““ The longer I live, the
more convincing the proofs I see that God
governs in the affairs of men. Without His
continuing aid, we shall succeed in this polit-
ical building no better than the builders of
Babel. Have we now forgotten this powerful
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friend? Or do we imagine we no longer need
His assistance?” With each session beginning
in prayer, unity and cooperation became the
theme and the delegates came to the “Great
Compromise” which brought about two dis-
tinct houses. The House of Representatives,
based on population and the Senate which
would have two people from each state. It
seems abundantly clear to me that our coun-
try needs to turn its allegiance back to God
and pray that He would bring about harmony

and restoration to our fractured system. Re-
gardless of our political bent, as believers and
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, we must
turn to His Word for guidance and direction.
Romans Chapter 1 beginning with verse 18
tells how corporately, as a country, we have
turned from the statutes of God to worldly
ideas. It says, “The wrath of God is being re-
vealed from heaven against all the godless-
ness and wickedness of people, who suppress
the truth by their wickedness, since what may

ol 2oy

o/ DENNISON/VANG
@B LUTHERAN PARISH
-'r-'- Pastor Paul A. Graham

(C) 507-269-5997
Office: 507-645-6042
P.O. Box 117, Dennison, MN 55018
Website: www.dennisonvang.org
You can join us for Worship online at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
167136242800

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
301 2nd Avenue, Wanamingo
824-2155
August 18: 9:00a.m. Worship with Holy

Communion

August 25: 9:00a.m. Worship

WANAMINGO LUTHERAN CHURCH,
ELCA
130 West 3rd St., Wanamingo
824-2457
www. TrinityWanamingo.org
August 18: 9:00a.m. Worship with
Holy Communion at TLC
August 25: 9:00a.m. Worship at TLC

ASPELUND EMMANUEL LUTHERAN
Rob Edwards, Pastor
429 County 1 Blvd, Kenyon
507-824-2307

www.emmanuelaflc.org
9:00a.m. Sunday School;
10:00a.m. Coffee Time

10:30a.m. Worship Service

FIRST EV. LUTHERAN
Julie Rogness, Pastor
309 Forest Street, Kenyon ¢ 507-789-5201
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.;
Wed. Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

GOL LUTHERAN
Joe Jorgensen, Pastor
507-838-2100
Sunday Worship 10:30a.m. July-August

Email yowr church announcements, schedule, etc.
to the Kenyon-Wanamingo Messenger at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

AREA
CHURCH DIRECTORY

Which of These Was a Neighbor?

““Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength and with all your mind’;
and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.””

— Luke 10:27

When we moved into our house 12 years
ago, there were only five other houses on
the street and a lot of empty lots where
new homes would be built. We imagined
what the houses and neighbors would look
like—and now, with almost 100 houses on
our street alone, we have made friends
with many of our neighbors.

Along the way we decided to become
“muffin people,” delivering those treats to
about a dozen houses nearby. We

introduced ourselves without thinking
who might be behind the door except that
they were neighbors. We began a soup and

buns night with neighbors too, learned
their stories, and shared life with them. It
may have cost us a bit, but the reward of
sharing experiences has been life
changing.

The parable of the good Samaritan offers
a picture of what Jesus was trying to show
a religious leader who wanted to test him.
It is about risk and relationship with
people who are not identical to us. It is
about seeing the one that Jesus has placed
in front of us and becoming involved in
their story. It is about addressing hurts and
loneliness because that is what Jesus is
asking us to do. It is about paying
attention to the needs of people around us
and not stepping aside or walking by,
thinking that someone else can take care
of them.

Who is your neighbor?

Lord, open our eyes and hearts to all the
people whom you have given us to be our
neighbors. Help us to see and share your
love for all. Amen.

GOSPEL OF LIFE FAMILY CHURCH
Pastor Steven G. Roberts
www.gospeloflifechurch.org
2010 Jefferson Rd, Northfield - Sunday 10:30a.m.
507-259-2644
Wanamingo - Wednesday 7:00p.m.

ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Lora Sturm, Pastor * 507-330-0025
www.stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info
19086 Jacob Avenue, Faribault
Sunday School 9:30a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

be known about God is plain to them, be-
cause God has made it plain to them. For
since the creation of the world God’s invisi-
ble qualities—His eternal power and divine
nature —have been clearly seen, being under-
stood from what has been made, so that peo-
ple are without excuse. For although they
knew God, they neither glorified Him as God
nor gave thanks to Him, but their thinking be-
came futile and their foolish hearts were

darkened.” (continued on page 3)
[ e:g
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, \\‘@”
NERSTRAND @®
Mike Ahrens S.A.M. i-

Service 9am. Coffee hour follows @ 10 am

Sunday School 10:15 am

HAUGE LUTHERAN
Larry Grove, Pastor * 507-271-9761
302 Bullis Street, Kenyon
Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.

with lunch following

LANDS LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA
David Krinke, Pastor
16640 Hwy. 60 Blvd.
www.landslutheran.com
Wednesday 6:15 p.m.
Sunday 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. at Everson Park

STORDAHL LUTHERAN CHURCH,
ELCA
Pastor Kathleen Lowery
15049 Cty. 12 Blvd., Zumbrota * 732-5711
Sundays 10:30 a.m. Worship

HOLDEN/DALE
Pastor Dustin Haider * 507-789-6677
Email: holdendalesecretary@gmail.com
Worship schedule found at:
www.holdenlutheranchurch.org

Holden/Dale Facebook

MOLAND CHURCH
Nancy Edwardson, Pastor * 507-789-6661
Sunday School 9 a.m.

NERSTRAND UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
Gary Liker, Pastor
12 Maple Street * 507-330-0025
Worship 9:00 a.m.

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Reverend Daren Flinck
429 4th Street, Kenyon ¢ 507-951-1271
Worship 9:30 a.m.

ST. MICHAEL'S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Father Cory Rohlfing
Deacon Newell McGee
108 Bullis St., Kenyon
Sunday Mass 8:00a.m.
Wednesday Mass 5:00p.m.

NEW LIFE CHURCH
525 Beverly St., Wanamingo
507-824-3019
10am Worship Service
office@nlcwanamingo.org
Website with online services which are live
at 10:00a.m. or can be viewed at anytime:
https://nlcwanamingo.org/

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN
Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM
Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
Bax (pen Later
507-645-9992 + www.firesidelounge.net

602 Second Street « PO. Box G
Kenyon, Minnesota 55946
507-789-6123 Toll Free 1-888-789-6123
Visit our website: ssbkenyon.com

Member
FDIC

AND FARM SUPPLY, ING.
DENNISON, MINNESOTA 55018
Tim Murry “pocomy Sates & Service
507-581-6218
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Get Real |
With Jill

(continued from page 1)

P

She has been in the real estate industry for
over 20 years, and she has a keen sense as to
what her clients are looking for, and how to
bring their dreams to life. She prides herself
on educating her clients as to the ins and outs
of her business, and finding out what is im-
portant to them so she can help them to see
the possibilities in each new showing. She
says, "Buying a home is like going on a date.
On the first date, you see what the house has
to offer. If you see red flags, the first date is
the last one. If however, you like the house,
and you can see the possibilities, you go on a
second date, and delve deeper into it." Great
analogy!

I asked Jill what brought her to the real es-
tate business. She said she and Brian had been
buying and flipping homes and businesses,
and she decided that she may as well go the
distance and become a realtor, not only for
herself, but to be able to help others find their
next home. After all, for most people, a home
will be their largest investment. Many of her
clients are first time home buyers, and don't
really know what they are looking for. Jill
makes it a point to find out things like, do they
have or want pets? Do they like to have a
close proximity to the town's school, daycare,
or workplace? Are they thinking of having a

AUGUST BUYS

large family, or would a smaller house do?
She actually takes them around town if they
don't already know it, and shows them the
things they may be interested in knowing
about . Like the pool, right in town and ac-
cessible for the kids. Or the walking trails
and parks for evening strolls, or walking the
dog. She makes it her job to understand the
needs of the client, and point out what this
area has to offer.

My next question was, Why Kenyon? Her
family was living in Moose Lake, in north-
ern Minnesota. When her daughter Isabel
graduated from Aveda School of Cosmetol-
ogy and moved to Texas, an opportunity to
purchase Brian's grandparents' home became
available, and they couldn't resist. Many of
you will remember Lester and Doris Flom
from Sogn. Well, they chose to make that
their forever home, and here they are!

The next decision was, where would she lo-
cate her office? So she started calling around
to the people who had buildings empty, not
sure if she wanted to buy or rent. She wasn't
sure if she should choose Kenyon or another
town, but the people of Kenyon were so wel-
coming, she knew this was the place for her.
"I love living in a small town", she said.
"People here are so kind and friendly. So
many people know Brian's grandparents, and
Eric and Mel Flom, his aunt and uncle, live
just up the hill.", as well as his aunt & uncle
Pam & Steve Tralle from Nerstrand. So, the
decision was made, and now she is ready to
help others with their next real estate adven-
ture, whether it be commercial or residential.

I mentioned previously that the Warners
had been flipping homes and businesses, but

523 Second Street
Kenyon, MN 55946
507-789-5246

Monday-Friday
7:30am-6:00pm
Saturday 7:30am-5:30pm
Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm

Kenyon
, _»Ace Hardware, .

I didn't tell you that they also ran some of the
businesses they bought,, while upgrading
them. Some of the properties she owned were
insurance agencies and laundromats, a gas
station and a restaurant! Quite a diverse col-
lection, but the point is she knows how to
make either a home or a business work for
you.

So as you can probably tell, Jill is commit-
ted to her new clients, and willing to go the
extra mile. She not only strives to educate her
clients, but teaches other realtors how to be
successful in their own company. She is also
a consultant, and can help you get your busi-
ness ideas flowing so you can be more effi-
cient and creative in your own endeavors. All

to make a difference in their lives. Her goal is
to leave a lasting impression on those she
works with. She invites you to pop in and say
hello when her office is up and running, and
to get to know her. She loves to hear the his-
tory of Kenyon, and of her building, which
has been many things. If you have any old
pictures to share, she would love to see them,
too.

She has a strong social media presence, and
you can reach her at jillwrealty @ gmail.com,
or go to her website at www.propertieswith-
jill.com. If you'd rather call, her number is
(320) 279-3212. And you can always stop
into her office....it's the one with the gold
door! And you know she is here to stay!!

in all, Jill is about serving others and helping

What Can We Agree Upon?

(continued from page 2)

It goes on in verse 28 to say, “ Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to
retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do
what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil,
greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are
gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing
evil; they disobey their parents; they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy.
Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death,
they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice
them.” The name calling, the lies, the greed and slandering from both parties has left so
many with a sour taste in their mouths. We must all humble ourselves and repent and pray
that God would have mercy on us as a nation and restore us to the great country we once
were. We must refrain from looking at the character qualities that we dislike in the indi-
viduals that are seeking office and focus on the issues and how they align with God’s
principles and how they ultimately affect our community, our state, and our nation. The
thought of God pouring out His wrath on the godlessness that He sees should be terrify-
ing to all of us. We must take a stand for righteous living and oppose those that approve
of all who practice immoral behavior from both sides of the aisle. Hebrews 10:36-39 is
an encouragement to all believers to stand firm. It says, ““You need to persevere so that
when you have done the will of God, you will receive what He has promised. For, “In just
a little while, He who is coming will come and will not delay.” And, “But my righteous
one will live by faith. And I take no pleasure in the one who shrinks back.” But we do not
belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who have faith and are
saved.” We must pray for our country and endeavor to be informed about issues that are
being addressed and also those issues that need addressing and have been avoided. Pray
for and encourage our leaders to seek divine intervention, just as our Constitutional
framers did, so that harmony and restoration could come to our great nation and God’s
favor could be poured out on us as He has done so generously over centuries. God bless
you as you exercise your right to vote for whoever you feel would best carry out this task.
May we once again be the ‘United’ States of America.
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Cahill
Bistro
& Bar

(continued from page 1)

N

Raised on a large farm with clean mountain
water feeding their organic produce, they are
three of eleven siblings who come from a long
line of restaurateurs. Latin American Fusion
would be the description of their delightful
creations, and throw in some fresh seafood,
and you have a menu that will please anyone
with a discerning palate. Cristian's two older
brothers came to the twin Cities area in 1999,
and began working in top scale restaurants.
Carlos was a server, and Alberto was a chef.
They learned the ropes, and asked Cristian to
join them on their adventure. In 2005, he did
just that, and in 2017 the brothers finally
achieved their dream of opening a high class
restaurant with personal service to their pa-
trons that inspired loyalty. The Cahill Bistro
in Edina is their first location, and now
Kenyon will be the second one to emerge on
the scene! You can go to their website at

www.cahillbistro.com and check out the
menu in Edina, and you will get an idea of
what is to come!

I asked Cristian what his goal is with the
new bistro, called Cahill Bistro & Bar. He
replied immediately, "I want to make our cus-
tomers happy!" Well, that's a goal worth striv-
ing for, and I have full confidence that he will
meet that goal. The food is all fresh and made
to order. Nothing is pre-made, and nothing
out of a bag or can will be found onsite. They
have many vegan and gluten free options, and
follow the recipes they have found to be suc-
cessful in their first location, so you can be
assured that if you like an entree the first time,
you can enjoy it again and again! They will
serve beer, wine and hard liquor, and have a
selection of traditional desserts that you will
have to see for yourself! Fresh soup is made
everyday, and all the salad dressings are
homemade. They source fresh produce from
the Restaurant Depot in St. Paul, and even
their corn chips are made onsite. Salsa, gua-
camole, organic beans and other traditional
favorites like tomatillos and fresh jalapenos
are served daily, and they are hoping to bring
organic coffee beans from Ecuador soon. As
they get to know the tastes of the community,
they will offer creative entrees for you to
savor.

The restaurant itself, as well as being bright
and cheery is also quiet, cozy and casual. No
blaring music or multiple televisions to dis-

Revland Alignment

641 Main St.,Wanamingo ® 507-824-2710
www.revlandalignment.com

rupt your conversation. You can be sure that
the service will be personal, and the atmos-
phere elegant. Glassware and the cloth nap-
kins will show you the attention to detail that
makes their first location a success. In the
kitchen, they have replaced the old equip-
ment and hood fan with new ones, and mod-
ified their storage to make it flow. Are you
looking for fresh food served in the fresh air?
Well, the large outdoor patio is waiting to ac-
commodate you.

One of Cristian's ideas is to have an Air B
& B in the upstairs section of the building,
but that is a ways down the road! Hoping to
open before Rose Fest, they are working
round the clock to get everything ready to
open to the public. "We love what we do",

Do You Have an
Announcement?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

says Cristian, and his passion for this busi-
ness is apparent as he talks about his dreams
for his family's future in Kenyon. Stop by and
welcome him to the community, and tell him
Cheri sent you!

J N

ESTATE SALE

Septemhber 6 &7
8:00am to 5:00pm

Furniture, TV, antiques,
1/18 scale car collection,
signed/numbered prints,

misec.

1218 6th St. NW, Dodge Center
WSMACARMA A tmmt UANAAT AN AN A it




August 14, 2024

Community

- KENYON-WANAMINGO MESSENGER -

Page 5

Rose Fest In\
Kenyon the
Third
Weekend in
August

\ (continued from page 1)

On Thursday evening the Farmers Market
will be held from 4 to 7pm and the Gopher
State Garden Tractor pull will take place on
Langford Avenue behind CHS starting at
6:30pm. Friday will kick off the city wide
garage sales. There will be a book sale from
10am to 4pm in the city council chambers.

The KW athletic booster club golf tourna-
ment will tee off at noon on Friday. The VFW
hog roast will be held from 5 to 7pm inside
the VFW hall. The Kenyon Park and Rec will

be hosting a wine and beer tasting at Depot
Park from 5 to 7:30pm. From 6 to 9pm
Tommy Kramer, a former Vikings player will
be meeting outside the Kenyon Muni for free
photos and autographs. At 9pm there will be
music at the Kenyon Muni with Fire at the
Falls starting at 9pm. The Field of Flags will
be open all weekend with closing ceremony
on Sunday after the parade.

On Saturday August 17th the Kenyon Vol-
unteer Fire Department will host a pancake
breakfast and Bloody Mary bar outside the
Kenyon Muni from 7 to 10:30am. An old car
ad truck show will be held from 8am to 2pm.
A tractor pull will begin at 9am at Marings
Auction lot. The KW booster Club 5K will
start at the High School at 9am. A vendor
and craft market will be held from 9am to
3pm. The Road Rally lines up at the CHS el-
evator at 10am. The Ladies Auxiliary will
serve lunch at the VFW from 10am to 2pm.
The United Methodist Church lunch is also
serving lunch from 11am to Ipm.

There will be Gunderson House tours from
11am to 2pm on Saturday. At noon there will
be a Euchre tournament at the Kenyon Muni

Share Your Good News!

Submit your engagement,

wedding or

birth announcement.

Email:

hometownmessenger@ gmail.com

followed by a bean bag tournament at 3pm.
From 5 to 7pm the VFW will host Family
Bingo. A street dance will be held outside the
Kenyon Muni from 8pm to 12:30am featur-
ing the Jake Nelson Band with Zero Below
opening. This is an all ages show with a $10
cover charge.

A Family Fun Day at Depot Park starts at

at 10am. There is a free petting zoo and free
face painting from 10am to 2pm. At 11:30am
there is a free magic show by Greg the Great
Magician. Laser tag will be in the ice hockey
rink from 2 to 8pm.

On Sunday the Rose Fest parade will start at
1pm followed by the Fire Department Water
Fights. The Kenyon pool will host the Rose

10am Saturday. The kid’s Tractor pull starts  fest regatta at Spm. (see schedule on pg. 11)

SEMCAC Announces School Residency Grants
Now Open for 2024-25 Academic Year

This activity is made possible by the voters of Min-
nesota through grants from the Minnesota State Arts
Board thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts
and cultural heritage fund.
SEMAC, a non-profit arts agency, is designated by the State of Minnesota
Arts Board as the regional arts council for eleven southeastern Minnesota
counties: Dodge, Fillmore, Freeborn, Goodhue, Houston, Mower, Olmsted,
Rice, Steele, Wabasha, and Winona
The Southeastern Minnesota Arts Council is pleased to announce that ap-
plications for the School Residency Grant program opened on July 1 for the
2024-25 school year. This program aims to enrich the educational experience
of K-12 students through interactive arts activities with professional artists.
Program Highlights:
$3,000 grants available for artist residencies in public or non-religious private schools
Residencies must last between one and five school days
No matching funds required
Annual reapplication possible for previous recipients
Rolling deadline: 30 days prior to the planned residency
The residencies are designed to supplement, not replace, existing school curricula. Pro-
grams must culminate in a public capstone event showcasing student work. Importantly,
activities designed solely to meet K-12 Minnesota Academic Standards in the Arts are not
eligible for this grant.
Interested schools and artists can find more information and apply at www.semac.org.
For questions, please contact Karen Miller at staff@semac.org or 507-281-4848.

ABOARD.

//)~

Joww and Mary Held
Held Bus Service

Proudly “Transporting Owr rrea Clildren

621 2nd St., Kenyon e 507-789-6151

| Parents, be sure 7o revietw these
PPttt bus satety tips itk
Zo ,éee/? ,é/‘o/S Safe

yoan3 Fiders
s schoo!/ vear.

established guidelines.

* Dress appropriately for the weather.
. :
Be at the bus stop at least 5 minutes before

g | the bus j =i ;
lead to mistakes in safety measures. > 18 setto arrive. Tardiness can

J\);'event safety hazards such as dragging straps

. .

Vways stay seated on the bus. Teach your child to sta
comes (o a complete stop at your childl’s destination.

W pp C (0] ) ( r. emi I(J our ld t a ”l 1 (0] |e||”le
° SII() a reciati n to Ilel us ,rlve R c
K ; ‘ y L k Sto s y a ky u wi y

y in the seat until the bus

putting it to song can help.
* Don't h i

Lo ang out of the window, Keep body parts inside the
* Bullying should never be tolerated

' : - Talk t

child about bullying on the bus. Re(:ld oo

your district's school bus behavior

policy to understand to whom you

should report such bullying. It may be

the driver, teacher, principal  or
someone else.




Page 6

Neighbors

- KENYON-WANAMINGO MESSENGER -

August 14, 2024

49th Annual
Rice County
Steam and Gas
Tractor Show

Aug. 30, 31 &
Sept. 1
L

(continued from page 1)

The annual flea market will take place on
the grounds and additional exhibits are many,
including antique tractors, classic cars and
trucks along with draft horses. Vintage Ma-
chinery, both horse drawn, and tractor driven,
will be on display and used in various exhibits
on the grounds.

The tractor parade takes place at noon each
day.

Breakfast is served daily on the grounds as
well as other food stands offering food
throughout the day.

The kids pedal pull is Saturday after the pa-
rade, and the tractor pull is Sunday at 9:00
AM. Minneapolis Moline tractors and imple-
ments are the feature of this year's show, and
one is being raffled off for their annual
fundraising raffle. The kids’ play area in-
cludes a merry go round, swings, sandboxes
and more.

A petting zoo will also be available for vis-
itors, presented this year courtesy of Windy

MAKE SURE
THEY HAVE A

BRIGHT FUTURE

Kids are back in school, and that
means we all need to be careful.
Watch for buses, children
walking to school and bicycles
on the road.

By playing it safe, we all can
have a brighter future.

2023 Show

Willow Farm Adventures.

There will be live music all three days and
a non-denominational church service will
take place Sunday at 8:00 AM.

General admission is just $10 for the entire
weekend and all events are free for ages 12
and under.

The all-volunteer group works hard to pre-
serve history, maintain the grounds and bring
new pieces of history to visitors every year.
The newest acquisition for the club was the
former Waterford, MN schoolhouse and
township building, which was moved to the
grounds last year from its original location in
Waterford (Just North of Northfield). The
move south down Highway #3 was delayed
several times last year due to weather and
other factors. Photos of the historic move are
available on the Rice County Steam and Gas
Facebook page.

Complete information and event listings are
available on the group's Facebook page and
website at ricecountysteamandgas.com

KELLER INSURANCE AGENCY

Your FarMutual Agent
305 Main Street, Nerstrand, MN 55053
507-3354-6550

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and the “A Grinnell Mutual
Member” mark are property of Grinnell Mutual
Reinsurance Company. ©Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance
Company, 2020.

= [nsured =

PORTABLE AND

N SEIOR [ERAIR

GARED LIACHITERY, MAIRY FEQUIPLYET,
RENWNGRRINORE

Cell ecopptrcroe 507-567-9 798

2023 Show

Toro 77502
Time Cutter Max

MyRide patented seat suspension
10 gauge heavy duty Iron Forged steel deck
5 gallon fuel tank
23 hp Kawasaki engine

*4,599.00

Check out our full line of
60v Lithium lon cordless tools
and accessories.
Includes: string trimmers,
edgers, chainsaws,
hedge trimmers & more

502 Huseth St., Kenyon

907-189-6321

For Dependable Home Heating
& Commercial L.P. Gas...

Experience the Difference

« Commercial & Ag

+ Online Ordering Available

+ Online Bill Pay Available

« Contracting Open Year-Round

+ Regular Scheduled Delivery Option
+ Budget Pay Plan Available

+ 24-Hour Emergency Service

+ Tank Installation

+ Residential

Proudly Serving You Since 1925

Commeanity
-0

Proudly Serving You Scnce 1925

9 Central Avenue
Faribault, MN 55021

(507) 334-8642

800-COOPOIL
(800-266-7645)

www.fbocoop.com
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Blaze Body\
Fitness Open
in
. West Concord

Blaze Body Fit-
ness, the new health
club in West Con-
cord is now open.

Blaze Body Fit-
ness is the brain-
child of Theresa
French of West
Concord. Theresa
grew up in northern
California and
moved to Iowa in
1989 and then Min-
nesota twenty-five
years ago. She is a business owner and entre-
preneur at heart. Having owned and operated
a full-service photography studio to running
a fully remote, online coaching and consulting
business helping small businesses with their
marketing and sales for the past 15 years.
Theresa and her husband Terry have lived in
West Concord since 2008 and they have two
daughters, five grandchildren and many
furbabies.

As a full-figure woman herself, Theresa was
tired of the traditional fitness options. In
2017, while working at an online nutrition and

Theresa French

N

fitness company here in Minnesota, coaching
hundreds of clients on their nutrition and fit-
ness, she realized most of them struggled in
the same way as she had with consistency and
sticking with it. It was then she decided to
create something less traditional with a dif-
ferent approach to fat loss and fitness by fo-
cusing on function and fun. It was then
BlazeBody Fitness was born.

With less focus on conforming and per-
forming, BlazeBody fitness promises to be
less focused on routine and less regi-
mented. Instead, members will be given the
freedom to dance at their own pace, at their
own fitness ability and have fun while getting
fit. The main focus will be on mindset, mak-
ing sensible food choices and allowing your-
self to step out of the usual routine by
freestyling your dance fitness workouts.
Theresa believes that if you focus on the fun,
the weight loss will come.

The buildout on the vacant building on
Main Street started in 2019. Construction
was halted during COVID and it once again
became a labor of love for Terry and Theresa
when they picked their hammers back up in
late 2021. The completed remodel features a
very upscale lobby, 2 changing rooms and a
900 square foot dance floor with mirrors and
D.J. “club like” sound and light system.

The keystone offering of this new dance fit-
ness studio will be routine free dance sessions
of 30-45 minutes with varying music genres
and themes to keep members dancing to their
favorite songs. From the 50°s and 60’s to hip
hop and country, to 80°s & 90’s to Latin Salsa
beats, these dance sessions are designed to
serve every age and fitness

range

Wanamingo Mutual

Insurance Co.
est. 1876

* Homeowners

e Farm

* Workmen’s Comp

Inland Marine

* Auto

e Commercial

Office open in Wanamingo

Monday through Friday
507-824-2912

level. Theresa says, “It’s like dancing all
night long at the best wedding reception ever
or going “clubbing,” just without
alcohol. From the 50’s and 60’s to hip hop
and country, to 80’s & 90’s to Latin Salsa
beats, these dance sessions are designed to
serve every age range and fitness level.
Members can use a heart
monitor which will display your heartrate on
a monitor inside the dance space so you can
keep  your  workout  within  the
prescribed heart rate zones to meet your fit-
ness training goals. Circuit Strength Train-
ing and HIIT (High Intensity Interval
Training) will also be offered 2-3 days a week
using small equipment such as kettle
bells, battle ropes, tension bands and medi-

GOODHUE COUNTY LOCAL HVAC
EXPERTS SINCE 1991

* Residential &
Commercial Heating
& Cooling Experts

* Furnace, Boiler,
Air Conditioner, Heat Pumps,
Ductless Mini-Splits

+ Affordable, Professional Repairs,
and Replacements

* Professional Air Duct Cleaning
& Sanitization

* Repair & Replace
Water Heaters

Trusted throughout Goodhue County
for Over 30 Years!

Call Matt Lindell Today!

507-263-3419

www.lindellheating.com

cine balls for full body strength training and
agility.

Later this fall, Theresa will be hosting spe-
cial dance clinics taught by local choreogra-
phers in swing, ballroom, hip hop as well as
line dancing. In the future look for special
community events such as a movie on the big
screen during the winter and holiday inspired
formal dinner and dance events.

Check out the website
blazebodyfitness.com for a full calendar of
events and class offerings or follow us on
Facebook @facebook.com/blazebod. You
can also reach her by phone at 507-969-5708.

Theresa and Blaze Body Fitness is excited to
help you ignite the fire for what you desire in
your fitness and in your life.
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The View |
From the

Back .«
\ By Ted Gamble

Ted Gamble is an avid runner and friend of The
Messenger. This is the second of a 3 part series on
his recent adventures that we will run in the Mes-
senger in August and September. We hope you
enjoy it.

On my second lap in that area, I tripped over
a rock and landed flat on my face. Not hurt,
just embarrassed. I told myself to remember
that, but I got a little careless on the last lap
and tripped over this exact same rock.

Then we go over the bridge crossing the
Zumbro river. This is another often pho-
tographed area.

Then we head into the river bottoms and
there’s some flat single track; it’s really kind
of an easy portion of the course. From there
we go up onto a gravel road portion for a bit.
There’s a little climb here before going down
to the Sand Coulee area, then up a hill where
you wind and snake through the woods even-
tually hitting a long downbhill with really ex-
cellent views of the river. Then up a short
little single track washout which when muddy
is awful but when everything is dry, it’s just
kind of a short hill to get you warmed up for
what comes later. Winding trails take you to

a nice little downbhill trail to the first aid sta-
tion. It’s (mostly) unstaffed and only had
water.

At this point it feels like you’ve come a
long way, but you’re only about 5 miles into
the course with another 12 to go. There’s a
sign as you leave that aid station telling you
have 8.2 miles to the next aid station, which
is fully staffed and has food. On a normal
run 8.2 miles isn’t bad, but this is the longest
and most discouraging stretch of the entire
race, and it seems much longer. The trail
snakes through the woods until it comes to
the Pump House Trail. It’s just a bit bigger
and longer than the washout described ear-
lier. This one is absolute hell when it is
muddy but this year it wasn’t that bad —well,
it wasn’t that good either! I brought my
trekking poles and I'm really glad I had them
as they were very useful for the hilly por-
tions. At that point you’re at the top of an-
ther hill and the next thing to look forward
to is kind of a long rocky decline, which, if I
was younger, stronger, and more nimble
would be really fun to run down. But I am
none of those things so I had to take it kind
of slow.

It seems to take a long time to find this, but
when you finally do get down the next por-
tion is a flat stretch called Sand Coulee. And
that’s what it is. It’s a ditch that’s full of sand.
It’s hard to run the sandy portions but it is
flat and there are some packed down dirt
areas where running is easy.

There are some really pretty areas along

here. )
(continued on page 9

Does your
car need a
second
opinion?

Y Sl d a7 \\Y
\\ :,:I:;\\ .
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We have quality mechanics who can diagnose
and repair what others can’t.

~ See us for Tires and Custom Exhaust ~

11365 Highway 60, Wanamingo
Call 507-824-2479 to schedule.

We warranty all of our auto, light truck, or trailer repairs.

Sapa b o  J ‘3 "‘;«\\'
A S ANRTEL Y
F122 L
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A

One of the first rocky downbhills

“Established 1935”

Fertilizer * Seed

Soil Sampling * Chemicals

Custom Application
Field Scouting
Bulk, LP,

Gas and Diesel Fuel

Kenyon
507-789-6201

Randolph
800-657-3285

Hastings
800-349-5743

Hampton
800-225-4316
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The View
From the
Back

(continued from page 8)

N

Eventually it ends, though and there’s an in-
tersection of various road and trails where we
are routed up a very steep, and thankfully,
short single track before hitting the Scenic
Overlook Trail. It is a very long trail and
steep in parts, especially as you get near the
top. But once you get up there, there is an-
other great view of the valley. You can see
where you were at the beginning of the race as
well as the bridge over the Zumbro that was
crossed only a few miles back.

Along the top of the ridge is an old horse
trail that has been there so long, the trails are
grooved down several feet in many places.

There’s a cabin up there that I kind of won-
der about, but probably built by the DNR for
some forgotten purpose years ago.

After about two miles there is the Ant Hill,
which is very steep and very rocky. At least
it’s downhill, but it has to be taken slowly, or
the injury possibility can be severe. This is
where Derrick cramped up and lost his eye.
When the bottom is reached, the trail imme-
diately turns left and goes up a fresh hell (yes,
I spelled that right!) called Paddy’s Hill. It’s
just like Ant Hill, but it goes up. 300 feet

down, then 300 feet back up. At this point,
you have come about twelve miles.

Next, comes a short single track along a
cornfield followed by a logging road that
leads to a downhill gravel road. From here,
it’s all downhill to the aid station. In the ear-
lier stages of the race it’s a good place to
open it up and just coast down the hill. At
the bottom is a fully staffed and supplied aid
station. The sign says you’re only 3 1/2
miles from the start/finish area, but the
scenery is flat and unchanging so it seems
much longer. These final miles are fondly
known as the “Death March”. After the Ant
Hill descent, followed by Paddy’s Hill, and
then down the gravel road the flat should be
easy right? Only it’s not—your legs are
trashed from the ups and downs, combined
with the unchanging scenery, this part seems
much longer than it actually is.

The first part of the “Death March” is a
mostly flat gravel road that goes back to the
bridge over the Zumbro that was crossed ear-
lier in the race. After crossing the bridge,
there is a narrow logging road that goes back
to the start/finish. There is a nice view of the
river at about the halfway point.

Zumbro is a very scenic area lots of good
places for photos. Although I had my phone
on me the whole time I think I only took one
picture. And that was when I was going to
quit and it didn’t matter.

So, back to the race.

As we left the camp for the fifth time a lit-
tle before six in the morning something re-
ally strange happened: a joint hallucination.

(continued on page 10)

We’ve Got Your

Family’s Back

Personalized insurance solutions

to protect your family’s future
and security, no matter what.

COMMUNITY GROWN
INSURANCE
...ljout’re covered!

WwWw.vsgmi.com

Security
Agency
600 2nd Street
Kenyon

Phone: 507-789-6366
Email

info(@securityinsurancekenyon.com

Sviggum
Agency
133 Man Street

Wanamingo

Phone: 507-824-5105
Email

agent(@svigguminsurance.com

Castle Rock
Agency
27925 Danville Avenue
Castle Rock
Phone: 651-463-7590
Email

michelle kreisler@castlerockbank net

Keller
Agency

305 Main Street
Nerstrand
Phone

507-334-6550

Kalass
Agency
242 Main Street
Zumbrota
Phone: 507-732-7614
Email
kalassagency(@kalassagency.com

The bridge over the Zumbro

KNOTIMAGHINEAN DIRERAT R

We are mobile and can come to you for any
sandblasting/welding projects you need taken care of.
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The View |
From the

Back
\ (continued from page 9)

It was just starting to get light out, and we
were on the short stretch of gravel road lead-
ing up to Rock Hill. To our left was an un-
planted cornfield. Chad asked, “What are
those people doing?”

Ilooked and saw two people on the left side
of the road. One was crouched over and the
other was lying behind with his hand on the
other person’s hip. It looked like they were
trying to either take a photograph of some-
thing in the field, or maybe they were guns
they’re trying to shoot something? Or maybe
they were sighting in their rifles?

We both looked, expecting to see deer (it is
not deer season) or a target off to the left; but
there was nothing. As we got a little closer,
Chad says “Hey wait a minute--that’s just a
wash out in the road!”

We kept moving, and he was right. Wow,
how did that happen? That was really
strange.

Chad reminded me several times that on this
lap that I was executing my plan to perfec-
tion. With a six hour goal for each of the re-
maining two laps, I was still OK. But there
was something deep inside that wanted to

push it and go a little bit faster. I was getting
very sore and very tired, but at this point I had
made up my mind: I was going to finish this
thing! It’s funny how the mind can tell the
body to do something it doesn’t want to.

Anyway, we continued on and a few miles
later we got to the portion that led down to
the first unmanned aid station. I swear there
was a woman with a large white dog standing
on the side of the trail. As we got closer, it
was actually just a stump.

From that point on I decided not to look into
the woods. Just keep your head down and
eyes on the trail and you won’t see anything
weird, I told myself.

(Watch for part 3 in the next issue of The Messenger)

FULL SERVICE
LANDSCAPING

Residential & Commercial
Plus! Hydro Seeding
Sodding - Finish Grading
Retaining Walls
JESSE STEBERG
Wanamingo
507-824-2021

www.zvlinc.com

Do you
need help
with your
foenails?

Registered nurse and certified
foot care nurse will frim your nails
in your home.

Joyful Feet Foolcare
Phone: 507-475-1434 (okay to fext)
Email: joyfulfeet@yahoo.com

THE

HAIR PLAGE

Stop By or Call for Appointment 507-189-5899

6092nd St Kenyon, MN (next to V.F-W.) Tues -Fri. 8-6:30; Sat. 8-3 Cash or Check Only

Protect Your Investment
with Essential Car Care

v Tires v Oil Changes

v Shocks & Struts

v Engine Maintenance

v/ Batteries

Roherts Retail & Repair a2

Storage now

19 Langford Avenue, Kenyon > available for

> auto’s,
901-330-2813 RVSang

Mmore!

Some single track near Sand Coulee
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AUGUST 16-18%

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16 SUNDAY, AUGUST 18
City Wide Garage Sales begin 1pm Rosefest Parade
Noon KW Booster Club Golf Tournament 2pm Fire Department Water Fights
5pm VFW Hog Roast Spm Rosefest Regatta @ Wwimming Pool
opm Wine & Beer Tasting @ Depot Park
6pm Tommy Kramer (former Viking player) Outside Muni Family Fun Day at Depot Park
9pm Fire at the Falls live music at the Muni Saturday 10am -6pm!

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17 Kids Pedal Tractor Pull! Petting Zoo!
7am Kenyon Fire Department Pancake Breakfast Free Face Painting! Free Magic Show!
& Bloody Mary Bar Outside Muni /
8am Old Cat & Truck Show Laser Tag!
9am KW 5K Run @ High School FRIDAY AUGUST 16
9am Tractor Pull at Maring Lot FIRE AT THE FALLS
9am-3pm  Craft and Vendor Market
I
10am-2pm VFW Auxiliary Lunch LIVE MUSIC AT THE MUNI!
10am Road Rally Start at Elevator SATURDAY, AUGUST 17
11am-1pm UMC Church Lunch ZERO BELOW
11am-2pm  Gunderson House Tours
Noon Euchre Tournament @ Muni
3pm Bean Bag Tournament @ Muni
5-7pm Family Bingo @ VFW
8pm Street Dance with Jake Nelson Band & Zero Below
Sponsored by
602 Second Street, PO. Box G, Kenyon, MN 55946
507-789-6123 « Toll Free 1-888-789-6123 Momper 2
Visit our website: www.ssbkenyon.com FDlC s
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Fair food was plentiful

Heating, Cooling, Plumbing
& Water

PROFESSIONALS

Luiken’sMechanical
Heating, Cooling,
Plumbing & Water

1001 Division Street W
Faribault, MN 55021

507-332-7802

nate@luikensheatingmn.com
https:/ /luikensheatingmn.com

Kids enjoying the farm machinery displays

2024

DRAWING

Win a Four Pack
of Renaissance
Festival Tickets!

Email your name and address to:
messengerdrawing@gmail.com

Put
|, “REN FEST DRAWING”
a2 in subject line

Drawing will be August 24, 2024.
Tickets sent by mail or picked up at our Dennison office.

THE MESSENGER
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Sawyer and a show goat

Ayana and her speckled beef

Aubrey and her show hog

Clara and her show sheep

Watching a friends beef project

A girl and her 4H show calf

Trimming a sheep for judging

Checking her show rabbit

Goat judging participants

The sheep judging ring
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HOPE CREAMERY
BUTTER AVAILABLE AT
PARKSIDE!

Local has become an important part of consumer’s
food choices. People like fo know where their food is
coming from and how is it produced.

Hope Creamery fits that profile very well.

Our butter is made using an age old process.

Vat pasteurization, and small batch quantities are
churned fresh every week.

Parkside General Stor

~ Gas & Groceries ~
*The Little Store with More!”

The Hope Creamery
makes butter the old
fashioned way and you
can tell the difference.

ATM AVAILABLE
Mon.-Fri. 6am-8pm; Satf.-Sun. 7am-7pm
SUMMER HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 6am-8pm
Sat.-Sun. 7am-8pm
230 Main St, Nerstrand
507-332-8626
parksidenerstrand@gmail.com

THE KING

with

CASH & DIAMOND

Chris Glsen is ELVIS
beug Allen Nash is
JORNNY CASIH &
NEEL DEAMOND

Shew Time SatURIEY, Septemmbar 26 &t 7:80 P

Call 507-645-9992
or Email Your
Ticket Reservation to:
firesideloungedennison@gmail.com
Put “Elvis Tickets”
in the Subject Line.

- 012$25.00

DEVA
Show

wwsfiresideloung@.nat

Rain oF Shine Ynder the Biyg Tep! Over 2 [Heurs of Great Entertainmmentd

OLMSTED, STEE £
AND WABASH,
COUNTIES
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Rice County Steam & Gas Engines Inc.

Welcomes You To Our

49th Annual
Tractor Show

August 30, 31, September 1, 2024

All Makes & Models of Tractors & Equipment Welcome
11988 Faribault Blvd ® Dundas, MN 55019 3 miles South of Northfield, MN on MN Hwy. 3

e FOOD STANDS - OPEN DAILY, Breakfast served

e FLEA MARKET - Opens 8:00am Daily

e PARADE OF TRACTORS - 12:00 NOON DAILY

e KIDS PEDAL PULL - Saturday after Parade

e TRACTOR PULL - Sunday 9:00am, Registration 7:00am
e RAFFLE TRACTOR DRAWING - SUNDAY 4:00pm

Live Music! RAFFLE TRACTOR Activities & Demonstrations
Friday, August 30: Czech Concertina Club 2:00-5:00pm TICKETS All Makes & Models of Tractors
Saturday, August 31: Marv Gohman 10:00am-Noon AVAILABLE and Equipment Welcome
Charlie Sticha Band 1:00-5:00pm ON SITE Food Stands * Flea Market * Parade of Tractors
Sunday, September 1: Live Music * Tractor Pull * Petting Zoo
Non-Denominational Church Service 8:00am 1st Prize - Minneapolis Moline Tractor or $2,000 Cash Horse Drawn Wagon Rides
Marv Gohman 10:00am-Noon 2nd Prize - Minneapolis Moline Pedal Tractor Kids Plav A * Kids Pedal Pull
Dakota Ramblers Band 1:00-5:00pm 3rd Prize - 1/16 Scale Minneapolis Moline Tractor 1ds Hlay Areas = Rids Tedal Tu
— Horse & Tractor Plowing * Sawmill Demos
Registration of all golf carts & ATV’s L.
will be required at Exhibitor’s Gate. FE ATURIN G Blacksmithing & More!

Proof of insurance. No cycles.

ADMISSION
$10.00 Adults
FREE 12 & Under
GENERALINFORMATION Good for all 3 days!

CONTACTS: The Rice County Steam and Gas Engines, Inc. is a

non-profit organization. The farmers, exhibitors

Bill Becker507-581-1225 All o v o o e o
]eremy Sevcik 507_403_1614 MINNEAPOLIS MOLINE Thank you for attending.
Carmen Sevcik 507-649-0352 Tractors:& Equipment - No Alcaholic beversges ahomed ot FLoRRaE

THANK YOU TO OUR CURRENT AND PAST SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

All Around Townie Fireside Lounge & Supper Club L & M Bar and Grill Sunsdahl’s Restoration Tooling
Michelle & Joe Amy Frandsen Bank & Trust MN Ag Group Quarterback Club Inc.

Barta Machine - Warsaw Freeway Fabricating Inc./Larry & Dawn Conrad Boris & Joyce Mokoff The Hop Shop - Small Engine Repair
Benjamin Bus Full Service Battery Nelson Lawn Care Inc The Messenger Newspapers

Blair Quinnell/Capital Construction LLC G & N Landscaping Nerstrand Agri Center Bernice Wenzel

Complete Chiropractic Gerlach Snow, Lawn & Landscape Our Circle of Friends - Bob & Rebecca Glende Waterford Warriors Snowmobile Club Inc.
Dennison Depot Harmony Acupuncture Center LLC Perry Kruse Electric Werner Seed Company

Dougs Auto Service Dwight & Ruth Hildebrandt Peterson Cedarworks Ziggy’'s LLC

Elbert Bros - Owatonna Sid & Martha Kasper - Edina Realty ProNails Spa & Massage " ssed

Faribo A/C & Heating Kline Welding Inc. R&D Automotive LLC O I YLy (12,
Farmers Mill & Elevator Inc. Lampert Yards - Northfield RE/MAX Results - Steven Holman please accep t Gl &2 ","’9}"
Firehouse Liquor Larsons Printing Sissy’s On 7th Gifts & Home Decor Veitl ST S S

INFORMATION ON OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK: ricecountysteamandgas.com



Page 16

Health & Wellness

- KENYON-WANAMINGO MESSENGER -

August 14, 2024

Constiputed?\
Read this.
ADHD now

1 in 9 children

\ By Shauna Burshem, D.C.

Aloe vera gel can help improve the symp-
toms of psoriasis as well as other skin condi-
tions such as cuts and burns. Psoriasis
treatments typically involve medications with
serious side effects like nausea, vomiting and
diarrhea. Aloe vera gel has been shown to
benefit psoriasis sufferers by decreasing in-
flammation, increasing collagen production,
relieving pain and adding hydration to dry
scaly skin. While topical aloe vera creams
are available, the best way to apply aloe vera
gel is by cutting or snapping a piece off the
easy to grow plant.

Low back pain sufferers are finding relief
with regular walking. Walking is an effec-
tive, low-cost intervention for preventing and

managing back pain. Studies show walking
can significantly extend pain-free periods
and reduce recurrence risk by 43%. Regular
walking is as beneficial as other forms of ex-
ercises (stretching, yoga, resistance) for
chronic low back pain, improving pain lev-
els, disability, quality of life. Walking offers
numerous other health benefits beyond back
pain relief, including improved cardiovascu-
lar function, health, better sleep and helping
the aging process. Aiming for 7000 to
12,000 steps daily provides optimal health
benefits without the risk of over exertion. To
increase the benefits of walking you can
wear weighted vests, use Nordic walking
poles, walk in nature, with friends and or
combine walking with purposeful activities
like learning (site-seeing, history trails).
Chiropractic care provides a holistic, non-in-
vasive approach to back pain relief by fo-
cusing on spinal adjustments to improve
alignment and overall mobility. Coupled
with regular walking on flat surfaces, which
strengthens core and back muscles, this com-
bination can significantly reduce low back
pain and promote long-term health
Attention-deficit/hyperactivity  disorder
(ADHD) diagnoses in U.S. children have in-
creased, with 1 in 9 now affected. Factors
like chemical intolerance in parents, envi-
ronmental pollutants and prenatal exposures
are potential contributors. Toxic substances
linked to ADHD include lead, phthalates,
BPA, pesticides and air pollution. These can
disrupt brain development and neurotrans-
mitter systems, affecting behavior and cog-
nitive function. EMF exposure from
electronic devices (smart phones, tablets)
may cause mitochondrial dysfunction and
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601 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN - 507-789-5691

***************************

0 2 26 26 2 26 26 2 26 6

Jim Sviggum, Agent

AUTO * HOME * FARM ¢ CROP ¢ BUSINESS

507-824-5105
Cell 651-380-6080
133 Main Street ¢ PO Box 54, Wanamingo, MN 55983
Email: agent@svigguminsurance.com

Adam Dicke, Agent

neuropsychiatric effects, potentially con-
tributing to ADHD. Limiting EMF exposure
is recommended but challenging in modern
environments. Multiple childhood vaccina-
tions may be associated with increased
ADHD risk. Genetic vulnerabilities may in-
crease susceptibility to environmental tox-
ins like glyphosate and vaccine ingredients.
Early-life gut flora composition plays a cru-
cial role in neurodevelopment. Frequent an-
tibiotic use, environmental stress, and
secondhand smoke exposure in early child-
hood increase ADHD risk.

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) now recognizes more than
14,000 different chemical structures as
PFAS (polyfluoroalkyl chemicals (PFAS) or
“forever chemicals”). These synthetic, man-
made chemicals don’t break down easily in
the environment and can bioaccumulate in
people and wildlife. Rates of cancer diag-
nosis in children are increasing in Min-
nesota, which is where chemical company
3M’s global headquarters are located. As far
back as the 1960s, the company has been
dumping PFAS chemicals in the surround-
ing areas. Minnesota sued 3M for the dam-
age that it has caused to the state’s natural
resources, and in 2018, the company was or-
dered to pay $850 million for contaminating

the state’s water supply for decades.

Constipation happens when you have trou-
ble with bowel movements, making it hard
to pass stool. This can be caused by several
factors, including not eating enough fiber,
not drinking enough water, and not getting
enough exercise. Fiber helps to move food
through your digestive system, and drinking
water helps to soften the stool, making it eas-
ier to pass. When you don't get enough fiber
or water, your stool can become hard and
dry, leading to constipation. Additionally, if
you don't move around much, your digestive
system can slow down, which can also cause
constipation.

If you're dealing with constipation, there
are a few things you can do to help. First, try
to eat more fiber-rich foods like fruits, veg-
etables, and whole grains. This can help to
bulk up and soften your stool. It's also im-
portant to drink plenty of water throughout
the day to stay hydrated. Regular exercise
can also keep your digestive system active
and help prevent constipation. By making
these small changes to your diet and lifestyle,
you can often relieve constipation and keep
your digestive system healthy.

*Information and opinions expressed in
this article are those of the author and may
not reflect those of The Messenger.

DO YOU HAVE A

STORY IDEA?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Syl &5 el

Jake’s Liquor is near with beverages

for all your fun times.

751 3rd Avenue, Wanamingo
8:00am-10:00pm Monday-Saturday

11:00am-6:00pm Sunday
507-824-4030

jakeshometownliquor@gmail.com
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Allergies O
Gone

By Noel Aldrich, PhD, CNS
Licensed Nutritionist

\

Are allergies affecting your quality of life
these days? As we move into the fall season,

= 00 Ol
Class A Drivers

Full/Part-Time
Days or Nights
Start Imnmediately.

Call Tasha
at 651.380.2892

many will be challenged with hayfever, but
others have been dealing with pollens since
spring began. We often associate allergies
with pollens or animal dander, but an aller-
gic reaction can develop for anything. Under
the right conditions, the human body will
identify a potential threat and develop an im-
mune response to that threat in an effort to
decrease your presence near that item. Food
allergies are increasing across the country
with the most common food items being
dairy, eggs, nuts, seafood, and wheat. Chem-
ical allergies are increasing as our environ-
ment continues to be overwhelmed with
perfumes, personal care products, agricul-
tural chemicals, and plastics. Even electrical
sensitivities are being observed more fre-
quently as our culture spends increasing
amounts of time with cell phones, laptops,
and iPads. All of these challenges increase
stress on our body and activate our immune

Traxler Law
PLLC

traxlerlaw.com

Ann Traxler
Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS

e Wills, Trusts, & Estates

e Farm and Business
Transition Planning

e General Practice

e Probate

4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420
ann@traxlerlaw.com

system. The allergic reaction is a stress re-
sponse of your immune system.

The stress response from the immune sys-
tem can have different levels of intensity.
You may be allergic to something and have
such a low immune response that you do not
recognize it as a problem. At the extreme end
of allergic response we have a reaction where
breathing gets difficult and heart rate in-
creases, known as anaphylactic shock.
Hives, body rashes, runny nose, and watery
eyes are additional symptoms we recognize
as allergic responses.

Three main systems of the human body ex-
press allergic reactions. The digestive sys-
tem can generate cramps, bloating, or
diarrhea immediately after eating a certain
food. The lungs can have difficulty breath-
ing after exposure to pollens, chemicals, or
food. Asthma is often related to allergies of
food, pollen, and chemicals. The skin will
present with rashes, eczema, or psoriasis as
an allergic response. As you consider these
three systems of your body, which one seems
to be the area you experience?

How can this allergic response be changed?
Your immune cells are the “front line troops”
that respond to any food, chemical, or pollen
you come across. The immune cells release
chemicals to attack the challenge. Current
ways of treating allergic responses involve
shots, drops, or medicine to calm the immune
cells and suppress the activity. But the im-
mune cells receive instructions from your
brain on how to act. To make a lasting
change, the allergic response can be reduced
by helping the nervous system to “change its
mind” or “reset” about the offending item.

Looking for a job that provides
meaningful work and
competitive compensation?

Consider a position in a
State Farm Agent’s office.

INSURANCE StateFarm-
STAFF POSITION oo

* Assist with agents
marketing efforts.

* Provide quality service to
State Farm policyholders.

* Prepare forms, policies
and endorsements.

This employment opportunity is
with a State Farm agent,
not with State Farm Insurance
Companies and requires the
successful completion of
licensing requirements to
solicit and service
State Farm products.

PLEASE EMAIL RESUME TO:
lyle@lylewendroth.com
or mail to:
Lyle Wendroth
267 W 5th St.
Zumbrota, MN 55992

A client came to the office with an allergy to
cow’s milk. The allergic response started
after a car accident when a newly purchased
gallon of milk hit the dashboard and sprayed
all over the car. The brain registered the
stress of the car accident with exposure to the
milk and the result after the accident was an
allergic reaction any time the client con-
sumed milk. Another client reported some
trauma in the family that took place at the
same time he developed asthma. The brain
will process information in such a way as to
most effectively help the body survive. Al-
lergy medications and shots only help to sup-
press the signaling but do not help resolve the
issue.

There can be true allergy relief by providing
specific signals to the brain to reset on this
information. An allergy response to pollen,
animal hair, food, or chemical can be re-
moved when the brain is given the proper
stimulation to make a change. This stimula-
tion is accomplished with a focused beam of
light that carries the electrical frequency of
the allergy to the nervous system to stimulate
the brain to reset. Typically just one treat-
ment is needed to resolve a specific allergy
and remove the hyper-sensitive response.
The light therapy is pain free and involves a
simple clinic office visit. This therapy has
been available across the country for more
than 16 years and is quickly becoming the fa-
vored alternative to allergy shots and med-
ication.

As a society we have become well trained to
look to medications to reduce our symptoms
of illness, and we have become ignorant of
the true building blocks that sustain life. Al-
lergies are a signal that the brain is hypersen-
sitive about a specific item. You do not have
to be dependent on allergy shots or medica-
tions to get through another day. A free
video about this therapy is available at
https://www.drcramchiro.com/allergy-relief/

Contact me to discuss your health goals for
2024. I can help you become allergy free in
2024. You can contact me at nutritionpro-
portion@gmail.com, or check out my web-
site at www.nutritionproportion.net

*Information and opinions expressed in this
article are those of the author and may not
reflect those of The Messenger.

HELP WANTED
$25/hour - 4-6 Classes Per Month

New fitness studio is looking for experi-
enced, (certification preferred), group fitness
instructors to join our team.

Yoga, Pilates, HIIT, and Pound (drumming)
instructors encouraged to apply. Part-time, 4-
6 classes per month at our studio in West Con-
cord.

Classes times vary but are typically offered
4:30pm weekdays. Early morning Yoga or
Pilates also needed.

Non-certified instructors are encouraged to
apply - certification or education can be dis-
cussed.

Must be:

¢ Positive and caring

¢ Client service focused

* Experienced

* CPR/AED Certified

For more information, please contact
Theresa at 507-969-5708 or by email at
theresa@blazebodyfitness.com
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Down on the Farnm
Up at the Cabin

Chickens and Cows
and Goats, Oh My!

By
Qonica & Claudia Vanderborght

Chickens.

Yup — they would be the first livestock on
Monica’s farm. But knowing nothing, she
knew she needed to educate herself. It was
time to start some research.

A church friend had six chickens in a very
small hut. Water and feed was carried daily
for a reward of a few delicious eggs. Mon-
ica’s closest neighbor, Rae, had more than
300 chickens housed in one large cinder-
block coop and three brooding coops, with
many

feeding stations. After visiting both farms,
Monica knew wanted something in-between.

Friends Norm and Dawn once again came
to the rescue! In exchange for building a
hunting blind on Monica’s land, they would
teach and help Monica to build a chicken
shed. (The joys of farm construction projects
is a different story,)

Rae offered to sell Monica some of the
older chickens to start her flock. If you have
never tried catching a chicken with a foot
hook, you should. Chickens don’t just run
away in two dimensions; they can jump more
than a foot in the air to get away from that
contraption! Many laughs and a few skinned
knees later, Monica had 12 laying hens. (Of
course she would do her best to take care of
her new flock, but should they die it was not
a great financial loss. And if she tired of

them, they could find their way to the soup
pot.)

When you are new in a small town, every-
one knows it. While buying some parts for
the ATV, Monica met a gal who raised “Her-
itage” cattle. Fascinated, Monica discovered
that Irish Dexters are small (maturing at
about 40 inches at the shoulder and 700-900
pounds) but are not considered miniature,
since there is no full-sized version of them.
Dexters were developed in Ireland over 500
years ago by poor farmers who needed cattle
for more than one purpose; they are good for
milk and/or meat, and can be trained as oxen.

Dexters are intelligent, curious, and hardy
— usually able to calve unassisted. They
sounded like the perfect breed for Monica!
And the gal lived locally so she would be
around to answer questions.

Monica bought two: a boy and a girl. (Bull
and heifer ... there was going to be a lot of
new vocabulary to learn!) She named the
black heifer Olive (for Olive Oyl — the Navy
Reservist in Monica had always loved Pop-
eye). Whenever the red bull spotted Monica,
he was all love and kisses, begging for the
apple-flavored horse treats she always
brought to the pasture. He became Scooby
and the treats — Scooby snacks. That spring
and summer, Monica spent many hours in the
pasture with her cattle.

But two young cattle cannot consume seven
acres of fenced pasture. The grass grew
longer, the thistles grew thicker, and the rid-
ing lawnmower was definitely not up to the
task. Monica knew she did not like lamb —
what about goat? Goats are cute. And she
had eaten goat meat when deployed overseas
in the Navy. Monica knew she liked it better
than lamb.

As said, when you are new in a small town,
everyone knows it. Someone told Monica
that there were some male goat bottle-babies

for sale just south of Wanamingo. And six
wethers (farmer-talk for castrated goats —
more vocabulary to learn) easily fit in the
back of the minivan. Five had been disbud-
ded (dehorned) but one hadn’t. A corner of
the pole barn was fenced off for them (more
construction projects). The young goats —
Stew, Ribs, Chops, Patty, Link, and Horny —
were So very cute.

Goats aren’t grazers, they are browsers.
(One of Monica’s favorite sayings is: You
don’t know what you don’t know. Four
more head, which means more pasture, more
fencing.) She brought the goats branches
with leaves (more trails in the woods from
which to harvest more firewood for cutting,
hauling, splitting, and stacking). The goats
loved those branches!! Monica wondered if
there was a more efficient way of getting the
goats the food they so loved. She tried tak-
ing Horny on a leash into the woods — it sort
of worked.

Next, she grabbed a bucket of grain and
tried walking the whole bunch out there.
And they followed!!

Goat walks became a regular occurrence.
And they sure made clearing the trail easier!!

The little herd learned to stay close and
would follow Monica (well, the grain
bucket) back to the barn each time.

Monica had no experience with livestock —
let alone three different species. Rae had
tilled a big garden plot with her tractor and
Monica had planted a bunch of seeds. Mon-
ica had little experience with gardens — but
seeds were cheap. And don’t forget about
the

winter’s worth of firewood to harvest.
And the seven acres of overgrown pasture

and five acres of lawn. It was a very busy
summer!

But she was in heaven! Monica loved view-
ing the gorgeous sun - rises from the kitchen
window and the spectacular sunsets in the
back. And watching the farmers in the neigh-
boring fields till and harvest the corn and
beans. And — of course — watching her dog,
four cats, 12 chickens, two cattle, and six
goats grow and frolic in this wonderful pas-
toral setting.

Residential & Multi-Family Contractor
Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

Free Inspections

952.222.4004

www.CapitalMN.com
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Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor
are not necessarily those of The Messenger.

An Inconvenient Truth
KW Public Schools

We are one district. We can be united. U-
Knight for all.

And so began the summer of 1995. With
slogans and words of admonition from the
study's author, Dr. Roger Worner, we were
told that “We must detach ourselves from
brick and mortar and attach ourselves to chil-
dren and what is best for them.” Moreover,
the late Jeff Evert, a longtime KW adminis-
trator, said, “There is not a more accurate
statement that has been made about education
than buildings do not teach students...teach-
ers do.”

With the aforementioned in mind, a refer-
endum to build a single site PreK-12 com-
plex at Bombay was presented to Kenyon and
Wanamingo residents in December of 1995.
Once the votes had been counted, 54% of
Kenyon voters said YES to the proposal and
84% of Wanamingo voters said NO...and the
proposal failed.

Over the course of the past 29 years, the
school district has not only spent millions of
dollars to maintain separate sites in Kenyon
and Wanamingo, but we now know that the
school board has placed us in statutory oper-
ating debt to the tune of 1.5 million dollars.

But there is more. Just recently, they spent an
additional $43,000.00 for a one-year insur-
ance policy, with a million dollar deductible,
for the Wanamingo building. And to think
that this kind of spending preceded a three
million dollar cash flow loan while continu-
ing to discuss what a current school board
member said 'could be a four million dollar
upgrade' to the Wanamingo site.

Today, we find ourselves in trouble in other
areas as well. In addition to a student enroll-
ment drop from 1089 in 1995 to a current en-
rollment of 665, our academic achievement
has been substandard for some time. Accord-
ing to the State Department of Education,
only 17.5% of our high school seniors are
college ready and out of seven neighboring
school districts, Kenyon is last in mathemat-
ics and next to last in both reading and sci-
ence for the 2023-2024 school year testing
cycle. But there is more.

To begin with, we find a division in leader-
ship when it comes to unity. On the one side
you have a superintendent trying her best to
get the school district out of statutory operat-
ing debt and on the other side you have a
school board continuing to spend money on
a building that they cannot even get insur-
ance for from a local insurance agent. And
second, on the one side you have a superin-
tendent planning for a single site in the 2027-
2028 school year; and on the other side you

have at least two school board members will-
ing to fall on a sword (a quote) rather than
close the Wanamingo site. In both cases, it
increases the debt. But there is more.

In August of 2023, the school board began
working with a consulting firm out of Min-
neapolis. Now that they have missed the
deadline for getting a referendum on the bal-
lot for this fall's elections, they have suddenly
become interested in collecting data to deter-
mine what the voters of the school district are
actually thinking about. Question: How in the
world could they have missed the deadline
for filing for a referendum that would have
given the voters an up or down vote this com-
ing November? Answer: By design. Is there
any wonder why we find people talking
about dissolving the school district so we can
go our separate ways? Shame on the school
board for putting us in harm's way.

In a recent article in the Zumbrota News
Record, the school board listed dates for
three referendum options. Beginning with
Option One on November 5, 2024, they in-
cluded Option Two for February 2025 and
Option Three for the fall of 2026. Moreover,
it was decided they would need at least two
years before they could be ready for a tax
payer vote. Here we have a school board that
proposed three options and, yet, they picked
the one that makes the least sense when one
considers the condition the school district

now finds itself in. For lack of a better ver-
nacular, picking Option Three is like kicking
the can down the road...again. But why? Read
on....

During my search for an answer, I discov-
ered that various school board members had
made statements indicating that they were
afraid of a large Kenyon voter turnout due to
this year's Presidential Election. You see, un-
like 1995 when both communities had to vote
YES to the question of a single site, this time
it will be decided by a total vote count on
whether or not we will remain a two site
school district into the future. Just remember,
a NO vote would actually be a YES vote for
becoming a single site...as it should be. That is
what our current leadership is afraid of.

Ladies and gentlemen, I think it is time for a
new school board at Kenyon-Wanamingo
Public Schools. Although this may require a
write-in campaign due to this year's registra-
tion timeline, we need to put an end to what
has cost us more than we can possibly know.
If we are going to restore our place in the ed-
ucational community, it will start with a single
site in Kenyon. In the end, it actually becomes
the “Inconvenient Truth” that has been ig-
nored ever since the NO votes were counted
in 1995. Our children and grandchildren de-
serve better!

Dr. James Russell Lehman
Kenyon, MN
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DOUG AND MARY KLATT
www.siftdyou.com
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SUNDAY SUPPER IS BACK!

DAILY FEATURES

WEDNESDAY Enjoy Our Jumbo” Wings Specials!
BBQ Rib Dinner - 1/2 or Full Rack (begins at 4:00p.m.)

THURSDAY $3.50 All Taps, Domestic Bottles, Rail Drinks!

Taco Spedials! Fajita Specials! 160z. Margarita Special
FINALLY FRIDAY A/l You Can Eat Fish Dinner
SATURDAY Hand Battered Jumbo Shrimp or Slow Roasted Prime Rib

SUNDAY Enjoy Our Sunday Breakfast Beginning at 9a.m.
and Sunday Pasta Features

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN
Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM
Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
Bon Open fiten
RESERVATIONS STRONGLY SUGGESTED. CALL 507-645-9992. H
www firesidelounge.net

House Smoked
BBQ Food,
Cold Drinks

and

LIVE MUSIC!

Watch our Facebook Page Daily
Specials & Weekend Entertainment!

Check Out Our Website!

RBAR-RANDOLPH.BIZ

Great Way to Keep Up on All Our Live Events!

4354 292nd St E, Randolph
507-646-0107
rbar.randolph@gmail.com
Monday 3:00pm-9:00pm
Tuesday-Thursday | 1:00am- 1 1:00pm
Friday & Saturday |1:00am-1:00am

Sunday 11:00am-9:00pm 1

Greatt Food. + Strong Ceffee

Daily Lunch Specials * Delicious Desserts

(Where Good Coffee and Good Friends Meet!

M-F 7:30am to 7:30pm
Sat. 7am to 2pm; Closed Sundays

125 Main Street, Wanamingo, MN
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1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna ® South of Lowe’s
Dine In Only ® Expires August 31, 2024

BUFFET

Hours:
Monday: 11am-10pm
Tuesday: Closed
Wed.-Sun.: 11am-10pm

AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

~ Fresiv ¢ Fluorjul

Mexican cuisil;ﬁ

DAILY SPECIALS - DINING ROOM OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 11AM-10PM

160 26th St NE, Owatonna

507-413-0819

www.plazamorena.com

Dodge Center, MN 55927
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Generous portions, friendly service and
delicious homestyle cooking anytime!

10% OFF with this ad

Good MondayFriday. Expires August 31 2024.

OUR BREAKF,
T‘BYMLY ’ SERVED |
SPECIALS! ALL DAy

Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm
Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm
507633-3333

n facebook

SANDWICHES * BURGERS
BBQ

1832 South Cedar Owatonna MN
507-214-0701
Monday-Thursday 11am-9pm
Friday-Saturday 11am-10pm
Sunday 11am-7pm

PICK UP
ONE OF
OUR DELICIOUS
SALADS OR
WRAPS!

LOCATED NEAR THE BACK ENTRANCE OF THE RESTAURANT
AT 208 N. CEDAR, OWATONNA
507-455-9260 BOOK YOUR
MON-TUES-WED-THURS T1:00AM-9:00PM SUMMER EVENTS!
FRIDAY T1:00AM-9:00PM Banquet Hall,
SAT 3:00PM-9:00PM = SUN Closep  Seating Up to 300

CHECK OUT OUR
MANY NEW
LUNCH & DINNER
MENU ITEMS!

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH, DINNER

DRINKS ¢ APPETIZERS
SANDWICHES * BURGERS
SALADS « WRAPS * DESSERTS

DAILY SPECIALS

Closed Mon; Tues-Thut 11am-9pm; F1i-Sat 11am-10pm
Sun 1lam-8pm
111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN
507-634-3133

BURGERS
ESPRESSO
HOTDISH
ICE CREAM

635 2nd Street, Kenyon
Hours:

Tues.- Sat. 7am to 8pm
Sunday 8am to 1pm
Closed Mondays
507-789-1100

1K facebosk

Jamity Jare at Great Prices

Breakfast
Daily Specials

Weekend Breakfast
Buffet

10% OFF......

Good Monday-Friday. One coupon per meal.
Expires August 31, 2024

Hours: Sunday-Wednesday 6:00am-3:00pm
Thursday-Saturday 6:00am-8:00pm
1160 Frontage Road, Owatonna + 507-444-4000
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City of Wanamingo

Regular EDA Meeting

Monday April 8, 2024

6:00 P.M.

Wanamingo City Council Chambers
401 Main Street

Wanamingo MN

PRESENT: Brian Gudknecht, Rebecca
Haugen, Ryan Holmes, Jim Kittelson, An-
nette Fritz, and Laurie Musselman

ABSENT: Josh Schaefer

ALSO PRESENT: Michael Boulton, Bar-
ney Nesseth, Brad Kennedy, and Andrew
Deziel — Kenyon Leader

Brian Gudknecht called the meeting to order
at 6:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance followed.

ADOPT AGENDA: Haugen motioned,
seconded by Kittelson to adopt. Approved 6-
0-0.

CONSENT AGENDA: Musselman mo-
tioned, seconded by Haugen to approve. Ap-
proved 6-0-0.

PRESENTERS:

Barney Nesseth brought up again, the EDA
owned parcel number 70.210.0050 on Mill
Street. In September 2020 Barney Nesseth
and the EDA signed a purchase agreement on
the parcel for $30,700. Nesseth did not fol-
low through with the purchase due to in-
creased costs of construction for the proposed
small houses in the plan that had been pre-
sented to the EDA. Nesseth is looking again
at the property for development. Nesseth has
concerns with the west side of the property
having nearly a 6’ increase in elevation from
the street. There would be potential driveway
issue with the slope. Nesseth brought up the
Xcel Energy power pole location along with
the 60’ utility and alley easement on the back
side of the property as concerns. Kittelson
asked if the easement could be partially or
fully abandoned. Boulton stated that there are
utilities within the easement that make it dif-
ficult to abandon. Nesseth stated that one set
of townhomes/apartments could be con-
structed on the east side of the property be-
fore running into elevation issues. A second
smaller set could be constructed, but access
would be needed for a driveway before the el-
evation change. Nesseth had plans for either
24° x 24’ apartments or 36’ x 38 duplexes.
Nesseth stated that there is a need to short-
term rentals but does not intend to be a land-
lord with the property. Nesseth stated that
City staff has not yet been able to identify if
the parcel has water or sewer services. Nes-
seth was not sure if the City would require
separate water and sewer hookup for each
dwelling that was constructed. Nesseth stated
that this could be a large expense to dig into
Mill Street for water and sewer service lines.
Nesseth stated that upon further review the
asking price of $30,700 would need to be less
for him to proceed. Nesseth asked about how
close to the easements that he could build and
if the EDA would be willing to reduce pric-
ing. Boulton stated that the City did not pro-
ceed with a variance to zoning, modifying the
zoning ordinance, or creating a new zoning
district for the small houses. Boulton had
again recently spoken with the City Attorney
regarding the zoning options. Gudknecht
stated that storage units would be a good fit
for the east portion of the parcel. Nesseth
stated that access would still be a concern.
Kittelson stated that there is a platted alley
that could be accessed from 2nd Street E or
West Avenue. Kittelson stated that the water

and sewer service line installation would be
relatively inexpensive, the road repair is
where the expense would come in. Holmes
stated that the size and shape of the parcel
makes it difficult to develop, fitting with the
current zoning and elevations. Kittelson
stated that the parcel could be portioned off
and the west side of the lot developed, and
the east side be given to the adjoining prop-
erty owners or left vacant for green space.
The EDA agreed to look at options with Nes-
seth, to be discussed at a future meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:

Resolution 23-06 - Approving the 2023
EDA Portion of the Wanamingo City
Audit. Kittelson moved to approve, sec-
onded by Musselman. Administrator Boul-
ton went over the EDA accounts of
importance, including 251 EDA, 306 (Cenex
Industrial Park), 331 (Cenex 4th Bond Fund),
and 604 (Medical Center). Boulton provided
a memo on the audit. Funds ending
12/31/2023 balances and plans going forward
for each fund. Administrator Boulton pre-
sented Smith Schafer & Associates Power-
Point presentation for the EDA centered
funds as well. Boulton shared concerns re-
garding the Medical Center as it owes the
general fund $34,441 at the end of 2023.
Boulton stated that the Medical Center
should cash flow with all four suites being
occupied and collecting rent. Passed 6-0-0.

OLD BUSINESS: None

There being no further business Kittelson
made a motion seconded by Fritz to adjourn
the EDA meeting at 6:34PM. Approved 6-0-
0.

Brian Gudknecht, President
Michael Boulton, Director

CITY OF WANAMINGO

City Council Regular Meeting
Monday, July 8, 2024 7:00 P.M.
Wanamingo City Council Chambers —
401 Main Street

Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Ryan Holmes.

PRESENT: Council: Ryan Holmes, Stuart
Ohr, Eric Dierks, Jeremiah Flotterud, and Re-
becca Haugen

City Administrator: Michael Boulton

Deputy Clerk: Karen Masters

ABSENT: None

ALSO PRESENT: Brad Kennedy, Beth
Haas — Zumbrota News-Record, Andrew
Deziel — Kenyon Leader, and Matthew Gar-
rick — Goodhue County Deputy Sheriff.

ADOPT AGENDA: Ohr motioned to
adopt the agenda, seconded by Haugen.
Passed 5-0-0.

CONSENT AGENDA: Dierks motioned,
seconded by Flotterud. Passed 5-0-0.

PRESENTERS:

A) Brad Kennedy reported on:

1) Much of the last month was in prepara-
tion for the 4th of July

2) Sprayed weeds along curb/gutters of
streets, downtown sidewalks, and parks.

3) Replaced swimming pool plastic facade
on doors. This was a requirement from the
Minnesota Department of Health yearly in-
spection.

4) Filled various potholes around town with
cold mix

5) Dug out and brought in gravel to install
garbage can and pet waste plastic bag dis-
penser at Prairie Ridge Estates park shelter.
Shane Electric buried electric service line for
park shelter. Xcel Energy will need to install

electric meter to get power turned on.

6) Trimmed trees along parade route

7) Started flood clean up. Most of the sugar
sand was washed out of the volleyball courts.
Pushed around what sand was left so the pub-
lic does not get hurt. Cleaned up various
sand bars and sediment deposits at Riverside
Park and by the sewer plant. Removed de-
bris from nature trail walking bridge. The
walking bridge wood ramp will need to be
pressure washed and stained in the future.
Boulton stated that a federal emergency dec-
laration had been approved. City staff were
tracking cleanup time and obtaining quotes
for new volleyball court sugar sand and
walking bridge work.

8) Cannon Valley Concrete completed con-
crete curb replacement and repairs at 3rd Av-
enue/3rd Street E and 5th Street E alley
between West Avenue and high Avenue, re-
spectively.

9) Weed whipped and mowed around pub-
lic and private properties leading up to the
4th of July

10) Mowed and trimmed along MN TH 60
& MN TH 57 ditch and utility poles. Mowed
at the WWTP, community garden, undevel-
oped lot boulevards, and other various areas
around town.

11) Coordinated Waste Management dump-
sters and brought garbage containers to fire
hall for 3rd of July Dance/4th of July activi-
ties

12) Staff have completed street sweeping
along the streets every two weeks and multi-
ple times leading up to the 4th of July cele-
bration.

13) New Ford F-150 Truck was delivered
by Midway Ford. The City of Wanamingo
decals were installed on both the new F-150
and F-550.

14) Swept streets; the goal is to sweep Main
Street weekly, the west side of town one
week and the east side of town the next week
on Wednesdays.

Flotterud requested that the maintenance
staff work on gravel erosion along the edge
of Mingo View Drive. Kennedy stated that
the maintenance staff will assess the erosion
and attempt to make repairs. Mayor Holmes
stated that the Wanamingo 4th of July activ-
ities went well considering the rain. The
main events such as the fireman’s dance, pa-
rade, and fireworks were able to stay on time
even though some of the small activities
needed to be canceled. Holmes thanked all
that were involved in planning on putting on
the events.

NEW BUSINESS:

RESOLUTION: None

Administrator Boulton provided a memo on
643 2nd Avenue utility billing request. The
new owners of 643 2nd Avenue, Lary &
Bunny Ronningen) have requested that future
utility bills only have one set of water/sewer
debt service/base rate charges ($54 per
month - $26 water and $28 sewer). The
property has a full apartment in the basement
but only one water meter for both units. The
Ronningens are currently not renting out the
apartment. They will not say for definite
whether or not the unit will be rented in the
future. The do not intend to change the phys-
ical layout of the property to make one unit.

City staff explained to the Ronnigens that
the property is set up as two separate units
and should be charged two water/sewer debt
service/base rates each month. Staff ex-
plained that the debt service/base rate charges

go to pay for the infrastructure costs for water
and sewer. The infrastructure costs are
spread out to all properties with water and
sewer services, including individual residen-
tial housing units. City staff said that there is
no mechanism for the City to quit charging
the second set of debt service/base rates and
then know to start charging if the unit is oc-
cupied in the future. It should not be on City
staff to check the property periodically to see
if the unit is occupied. City staff suggested a
separate water meter be installed for the sec-
ond unit since little to no water would be uti-
lized if the unit was unoccupied. The City
would remove the second set of debt serv-
ice/base charges. This would show to the
City that if there is usage consistent with
being occupied to charge the second set of
debt service/base charges. The cost of the
meter is $360 plus any costs to plumb the
meter for use in the basement unit. The Ron-
ningens said the compromise would create an
unreasonable cost and again requested that
the second set of debt service/base charges
be removed. Staff told the Ronningens that
the request would need to go to the City
Council for consideration.

Administrator Boulton stated that the re-
quest needs to be addressed by the City
Council. City staff recommend that the sec-
ond set of debt service/base rate charges re-
main unless there are either physical changes
made to the property making one unit or a
simplified mechanism is in place to start
charging the additional rates if occupied. The
Council has the authority to instruct staff to
remove the second set of monthly debt serv-
ice/base rate charges if they desire to honor
the request. However, this could create prob-
lems in the future for water/sewer debt serv-
ice/base rate billing. It would go against
treating properties equally in sharing infra-
structure costs, if the second unit is occupied.
Kennedy stated that it may not be possible to
install a second meter for the basement only
since the water lines are connected through-
out the house. Flotterud asked how many
homes are set up with multiple units. Boul-
ton stated that there are other single-family
homes set up with second living units that are
being charged a second base rate. Flotterud
moved to charge one based rate to 643 2nd
Avenue and the owners are required to let the
City know if the second unit is occupied, to
be changed back to two base rate charges,
seconded by Ohr. Flotterud requested that a
letter be sent to the Ronnigens for a paper
trail honoring the request and stipulating any
changes. Boulton stated that the code of or-
dinances does speak to enforcement process
if the second unit is found to be occupied
without the homeowner notifying the City.
Passed 5-0-0.

OLD BUSINESS:

Public Hearing — Mayor Holmes opened
Ordinance #207 — Amending Wanamingo
Code of Ordinances § 53 Waters & Sew-
ers — Sump Pump Ordinance at 7:16PM.
Boulton stated that the proposed changes to
the ordinance were in preparation for the
sump pump inspection program that will start
this fall. The City Council approved a pro-
fessional service agreement with WHKS in
April. WHKS put together the proposed
changes to the water & sewers section of the
ordinance. City staff and the City Attorney
reviewed the changes and placed them into
the Wanamingo ordinance format for City
Council to review. (an[inued on page 22)
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(continued from page 21)

Flotterud asked if the ordinance was to help
reduce ground water (inflow and infiltration)
from going into the sanitary sewer collection
system and having to be treated at the waste-
water treatment plant. Boulton said that the
program is the first step in the process to re-
duce inflow and infiltration. Holmes asked
what WHKS timing was to start the program.
Boulton stated that WHKS would be initiat-
ing the public hearing, mailers, and website
starting in August. Boulton stated that in-
spections would probably start in September.
Ohr asked what would happen to those that
needed to replumb sump pumps and if the
lines would be allowed to be drained into the
curb/gutter of the street. Boulton stated that
draining into the curb/gutter of the street is
preferred to into the sanitary sewer line.
Boulton stated that the City would look to add
drain lines behind the back of the curbs and
storm lines when roads are reconstructed in
the future. This would eventually eliminate
sump pump discharge from being placed into
the curb/gutter of the street. No Additional
Public Comments Offered. Mayor Holmes
closed the public hearing at 7:21PM.

ORDINANCE #207 - Amending
Wanamingo Code of Ordinances § 53 Wa-
ters & Sewers — Sump Pump Ordinance —
Second Reading. Dierks moved to approve,
seconded by Ohr. Passed 5-0-0.

Administrator Boulton provided an update
on the residential/commercial solid waste/re-
cycling collection. Administrator Boulton
and Mayor Holmes have been in discussions
with Waste Management as the current con-
tract for residential solid waste, residential re-
cycling, commercial solid waste, and
commercial recycling is up December 31,
2024. Boulton stated that the contract allows
for mutually agreed upon terms for a five-year
extension. Boulton has requested and re-
ceived pricing from Waste Management for a
potential five-year extension.

The Council reviewed Waste Management
contract extension proposals. There were
concerns with the residential recycling and
commercial solid waste collection proposed
increase pricing. Waste Management has of-
fered the alternative of every other week re-
cycling. The proposal also has a 4% annual
increase for the duration of the contract. In-
flation is up significantly since the 2019 con-
tract and 2021 approved surcharges reflecting
the proposed residential/commercial solid
waste/recycling rates. Boulton had obtained
rates from the Cities of Zumbrota, Pine Island,
Kenyon, and Goodhue for residential garbage
and recycling. Boulton stated that Pine Island
is the best comparison because their rates
were established at the beginning of 2024.
Boulton stated that the Waste Management
proposal is in line with Pine Island’s rates for
both residential garbage and recycling.

The Wanamingo Code of Ordinances 50.09
states “...In no case shall the City Council be
required to provide for recycling of recy-
clables for which the city is unable in its
judgement to secure an adequate collection
arrangement or a market within the financial
capabilities of the community.” The City is
not required to contract for recycling. How-
ever, the City Council may not want to have
the headline of dropping recycling service.
Dropping to every other week service would
have drawbacks of overflowing containers

along with additional items being blown
around in heavy winds when tipped over.
City staff does not wish to see addition de-
bris blown around town that would need to
be picked up. Waste Management has as-
sured the City that roughly 85% of recycling
collected is recycling. The remaining 15%
in not recycled because, when sorted, the
items should not have been placed in the re-
cycling and are not recyclable.

Boulton stated that there is very little com-
petition for contracts involving solid waste
and recycling for commercial and residential.
In April 2024 Hometown Haulers out of
Dodge Center recently sold out to Waste
Management. This is similar to the sales of
Gibson Sanitation, Advanced Disposal, and
Countryside sanitation over the past few
years. In 2019 the City received proposals
from Waste Management, Countryside, Ad-
vanced Disposal, and Highland Sanitation.
Waste Management and Highland Sanitation
are the remaining options that provided pro-
posals in 2019. There may be other haulers
options (LRS serves Zumbrota and Harters
services Pine Island, but other regional op-
tions such Flom Sanitation had not been will-
ing to expand into Wanamingo in 2019.

Time is running short to put together a full
RFP’s for residential/commercial solid
waste/recycling haulers to have contract in
place for planning and logistics by fall.
Going to a formal RFP could push out a final
contract decision until September. A poten-
tial new hauler may not be able to obtain con-
tainers by January Ist. Staff had hoped to
bring the Waste Management numbers to the
Council in May or June but they were not re-
ceived until June 27th. Holmes stated that
there is a lack of options for garbage and re-
cycling in the area. Dierks said that he was
fine with the Waste Management proposal
and would be good with putting together a
contract. Flotterud requested to see how
many haulers would be willing to offer pro-
posals on an RFP. Flotterud stated if there
were at least three haulers that would provide
proposals that the City should initiate an RFP
process. Flotterud stated that he hoped to
save residents money if there was competi-
tion in the RFP process. If there were not at
least three haulers to provide proposals the
City should extend the agreement with Waste
Management. Boulton stated that he would
contact the roughly five area haulers to check
interest. If there were three haulers willing to
provide proposals he would bring a proposed
RFP to the Council at the July 22nd meeting
for consideration of approval.

Goodhue County Sheriff’s office provided
the policing contract numbers that will be
submitted to the County Board for policing
contracts. The sheriff’s office is requesting a
three-year pricing agreement from the
County board. The pricing request is $87.72
for 2025, $90.66 for 2026, and $93.73 for
2027. This is an increase from $58.55 for
2024. Goodhue County Sheriff have evalu-
ated the minimum number of policing hours
needed for a contract. They are looking at
adopting a formula of city population times
1.6. The minimum number of hours, per day,
needed would be 5. The City would have the
opportunity to stay with the 6 hours per day
coverage, increase the hours per day cover-
age, or decrease the hours of coverage each
day to no less than 5. The current contract is
$58.55 per hour or $127,873 per year. The
$87.72 per hour would be $192,106.80 per

year. Reducing the contract to 5 hours per
day would be $160,089.00 per year. Flot-
terud asked if the City could reduce to less
than 5 hours of service per day. Haugen
stated that the information provided at the
police workgroup meeting was that the 5
hours per day were based off a formula of 1.6
times the population. Haugen stated that the
City could save roughly $32,000 by reducing
1 hour of service per day on a future contract.
Haugen stated that Wanamingo needs to
maintain the policing presence close to the
current contract. Flotterud asked if the City
needed 6 hours of policing service per day.
Boulton stated that the service coverage was
up to the Council. Boulton advised to con-
sider the County minimum service level for-
mula. Boulton stated that town has been
relatively quiet recently but there are cycling
of activity that necessitate additional cover-
age requests. Flotterud stated that the county
proposal would be double dipping as
Wanamingo residents being both tax payers
and having contract for services. Flotterud
stated that some of the County costs are fixed
and should not be considered with contract
for additional service beyond that of a regu-
lar taxpayer. Flotterud had no concern with
actual wage and vehicle costs. Boulton
stated that he had attended several board
meetings and had expressed similar thoughts.
Flotterud stated that he had spoken with sev-
eral residents since last month’s meetings
that were concerned with the proposed in-
crease and what that translated into proposed
increases to the property tax levy. Flotterud
stated that it is nice to have a patrol car in
town for a presence. If there were no con-
tract with the county there would still be a
presence, even if it was reduced. Flotterud
stated that there would be no enforcement of
City ordinances without a County Sheriff
contract. Flotterud suggested negotiating
County Sheriff to see what they would pro-
vide for service based on smaller number.
Boulton stated that the County board is set-
ting the per hour rate and that the County
Sheriff would be limited on their ability to
negotiate. Holmes stated that the 6 hours of
service at $87.73 would not work with the
2025 budget and levy. Flotterud stated that
there may be a possibility to work with
Kenyon Police Department on ordinance en-
forcement and a reduced patrol presence.
The Goodhue County Sheriff would still be
required to respond to emergency calls. Ohr
stated that Kenyon would have a tough time
providing the needed policing service load.
It would be difficult for Kenyon to provide
even limited service for Wanamingo. Flot-
terud stated that he planned to attend the
Kenyon City Council meeting on July 9th to
start the conversation. Holmes stated that the
Council needs to have a clear idea of what
they want for future service. Flotterud stated
that Kenyon has five employees and could
get creative on shifts. Boulton stated that any
policing coverage contract, either with
County or another community, needs to have
clear expectations. Without clear expecta-
tions there will be issues. Holmes stated that
ideas for coverage and understanding the cur-
rent contract can occur by attending the po-
lice workgroup committee meetings held
every other month. Ohr asked Deputy Gar-
rick about a typical shift. Garrity stated that
most of the patrol coverage was in the
evening. Garrick stated that all deputies are
different on what they did on the shift, he

drove the community at least twice, ran
through the requested list by the City,
checked business doors, and made his pres-
ence known. Holmes stated that past contract
with Goodhue County for policing reflected
give and take. The City paid a reduced price
but the deputies were able to come and go
with calls throughout the County. Having
service in Wanamingo helped the west half
of the county residents have quicker response
time. Holmes desired that the County Board
honor this give and take with future contracts
rather than calculating out all costs for the
contract rate. Flotterud asked if the County
contract could be reduced to 3 or 4 hours per
day. Boulton will discuss with the Chief
Deputy about reducing hours to less than the
required five hours per day. Holmes stated
that the City needs ordinance enforcement
and some sort of law enforcement presence
with the next contract.

Enforcement Process — Mead Johnson -
Reckitt — 210 day written letter toward meet-
ing goal of waste pH — Boulton stated that the
City had received a letter from Mead John-
son — Reckitt. Mead Johnson — Reckitt pH
of wastewater discharge was within range
during most of the month of June. The frac
tank was installed and incorporated into their
process back in March. Mead Johnson —
Reckitt goal is to install a new lift station
with pH treatment. The project has been
funded and is proceeding through the final
engineering design phase. Boulton stated
that the Wanamingo staff are still monitoring
the wastewater discharge from Reckitt-Mead
Johnson. The pH levels of the wastewater
discharge are being adjusted before being
sent to the wastewater treatment plant. Prior
to December 2023, results have regularly
shown extremely low and at times high pH
levels along with the presence of high levels
of QAC (Quaternary Ammonium Com-
pounds) have been sent to Reckitt-Mead
Johnson. The pH levels should be within 5.0
and 9.5. City Staff have been working with
Reckitt-Mead Johnson toward the achieved
solution of pH levels within the limits. The
City appreciates the open dialogue and work,
to date, from Reckitt-Mead Johnson. The
City continues to keep the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency informed during this
process, including Carolle Ternus the new
Municipal Wastewater Compliance and En-
forcement staff member. Boulton stated the
Enforcement Process would be left on the
monthly agenda until November 2024, or
when the action items are completed. Boul-
ton stated the Reckitt-Mead Johnson would
be required to provide written monthly up-
dates to the City Council.

Holmes stated that he spoke on behalf of
the City at the June 24th Kenyon-
Wanamingo School District board meeting.
Holmes stated that he, Council member Re-
becca Haugen, Council Member Stuart Ohr,
and City Administrator Boulton were among
the more than 30 concerned citizens in atten-
dance at the board meeting. Mayor Holmes
commented on the proposed closure of the
Wanamingo site and its effects on the
Wanamingo Community. Flotterud stated
that the school board would like to make re-
pairs to the Wanamingo site and keep it open.
This will include asking for referendum for
building repairs.

Wanamingo City Council General Election
- Filing for Mayor (2-Year Term), City Coun-
cil (Two 4-Year Terms) will run from July
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Wanamingo City Council Meeting
(continued from page 22)
30th - August 13th.

*Next City Council meetings: 7/22/2024 at
6:00PM and 8/12/2024 at 7:00PM.

Adjourn: At 8:22PM a motion to adjourn
was made by Ohr and seconded by Dierks.
Passed 5-0-0.

Signed: Ryan Holmes, Mayor
Attest: ichael Boulton, City Administrator

CITY OF WANAMINGO

City Council Regular Meeting
Monday, July 22,2024 6:00 P.M.
Wanamingo City Council Chambers —
401 Main Street

Wanamingo, MN

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Holmes
@6:00PM

PRESENT: Council: Ryan Holmes,

Stuart Ohr, Jeremiah Flotterud, Rebecca Hau-
gen, and Eric Dierks (Late)

City Administrator: Michael Boulton

ABSENT: Deputy Clerk Karen Masters

ALSO PRESENT: Brad Kennedy and
Buffy Beranek (SEMMCHRA)

ADOPT AGENDA: Ohr motioned to
adopt the agenda, seconded by Haugen.
Passed 4-0-0.

PRESENTERS:

A) Buffy Beranek — SEMMCHRA — Her-
itage Hills Report

1) Presented 2024 projected expenses and
transfers from the Operating Reserve Fund —
required yearly as part of
transfer agreement.

2) Operating losses and capital for 2024 are
projected at being up to $13,868.00

3) In the past 15 years since SEMMCHRA
took over operations the City of Wanamingo
has contributed $403,195 toward operations
of the facility

4) SEMMCHRA is asking for a transfer of
up to $38.,868.00 from the operating reserve
for projected losses and capital expenditures.

The capital items include air conditioning
core, flooring, outside tiling, and replacement
of aging appliances. There is also higher
budgeting for ground maintenance, snow re-
moval, and utilities.

5) 2025 Levy Request will be $25,000.

6) There were not many capital item expen-
diture items in 2024.

7) Not quite there to refinance the facility
and end the City levy. If the interest rates fall
the bonding agency staff are watching to
move on the refinance.

8) Small Cities Grant surveys are out.
Roughly 30% of the surveys have been re-
turned. Please let residents know to submit
the surveys as soon as possible. The greater
the return of surveys the greater chance of re-
ceiving $600,000 grant for low-income hous-
ing rehab. SEMMCHRA will advertise and
look to work with local contractors on rehab
projects in Wanamingo.

Boulton asked what the expected rent in-
crease would be for 2025. Beranek stated that
the rent increase should be $75 per month but
that it would likely be $40-$50 per month.
The current rent on a one-bedroom apartment
at Heritage Hills is $820 per month. The in-
crease in rent should help offset new costs.
The modest increase should help maximize
the section 8 reimbursement rate as well.

NEW BUSINESS:

1) 2025 Budget discussions

A) City Council looked at the staff proposal
of the 2025 proposed budget, Memo on 2025

proposed budget, and proposed 2025 levy.
The proposed increase to the levy is 9.35%
($1,070,000 to $1,170,000). There are con-
cerns with additional inflation along with ad-
dressing future capital needs. The general
fund, Street Capital, EDA, Debt Service
Fund 332, and Debt Service Fund 336 are
proposed to increase as part of the 2025 levy.
The City will no longer levy for Debt Serv-
ice Fund 328 or the Debt Service Fund 331.

B) Administrator Boulton explained several
line items that had either changed from the
previous year or needed an explanation. The
proposed wage increases were roughly 6%
while proposed health insurance increases
would 10%. The fire department budgeted
expenses are proposed to increase by roughly
$6.,294 .48 (5.09%) from 2024. There are no
scheduled elections in 2025. Proposed em-
ployee pay raises will roughly average 6%
($21,000 — general fund is roughly 60%).
The ambulance contract is expected to in-
crease from $16,695 in 2024 to $19,478 in
2025 ($2,783 increase). The police contract
under 6 hours per day is expected to increase
from $127,873 in 2024 to $192,198.70 in
2025 ($64,255.70 increase). With 5 hours
per day is expected to increase from
$127,873 in 2024 to $160,107.25 in 2025
($32,234.25 increase). Public safety is ex-
pected to increase from a range of roughly
$41,000 to $73,000. The proposed $75,000
street maintenance (seal coating) project and
$10,000-$15,000 Prairie Ridge Estates Park
Equipment (playground equipment in 2025
or 2026). The street shop rehab work is esti-
mated to cost $200,000. $140,000 is planned
to be spent out of the 336 Fund while the re-
mainder of $60,000 will come out of the
Street Capital budget ($80,000 in 2025).

C) Administrator Boulton explained that the
new Midco Utility Building increased is tax-
able value by an estimated $20,000, Zumbro
Valley Landscaping New Salt Sand Shed in-
creased taxable value by an estimated
$11,000, Beulke new greenhouse increased
taxable value by an estimated $25,000, and
Casey’s remodel increased taxable value by
$94,000 in 2023. This would bring in
roughly $5,740 (slightly less than half City
portion) in property taxes (0.041). The im-
provements at the Wanamingo Medical Fa-
cility will be captured in additional TIF. New
construction within the community over the
last year (7 new taxable homes in 2023)
should aid with the increase to the taxable
market value increase. The new construction
should off-set roughly 1/5 of the proposed
levy increase (1.75% of the proposed 9.35%
increase). The Council will see how the fi-
nalized 2025 market value rates compared to
the proposed levy increase will affect prop-
erty values based on $100,000 levels in Oc-
tober. The Council will be setting the initial
levy at the August meeting and could stay at
the same levy amount or decrease at the De-
cember meeting. The Council could not in-
crease the levy from August to December.

D) Boulton stated that Local Government
Aid (LGA) certified amounts would increase
from $302,161 in 2024 to $302.,415 in 2025.

The legislature recently approved funding
for Small Cities Assistance to communities
under 5,000 population for use on road con-
struction and maintenance. This formula has
been periodically funded in recent years. The
City of Wanamingo is set to receive close to
the 2024 number, $22,900, in 2025.

D) Administrator Boulton shared concerns

with continued inflation and meeting capital
needs while balancing property taxes from
rising too quickly. Boulton also shared con-
cerns with not budgeting for dead tree re-
moval from Emerald Ash Borer and Emerald
Valley II Addition. Boulton stated that there
are expenses coming involving both but the
proposed levy would need to increase to
nearly 20% ($200,000) in 2025 to be realis-
tic in covering costs. Boulton stated that
boulevard tree removal cost could be as high
as $100,000 the next two years. Boulton
stated that the City share of the Emerald Val-
ley II Addition construction could be
$50,000-$100,000. Boulton stated that the
City could utilize TIF 3-1 Fund 448 and
General Fund 101 to cover construction
costs. The expectation would be future levy
needs to pay back the funds.

Flotterud stated that the City should not pay
for tree removal in boulevards. Boulton
stated that the ordinance does place primary
responsibility for care and removal on the
adjacent property owner. Boulton stated that
property owners have been calling City Hall
and are not happy with the ordinance/policy
of the City. Holmes suggested that the City
could bid out all the boulevard tree removal
costs for economies of scale. Holmes stated
that costs cost be placed back to property
owners in special assessments. The Council
had concerns with special assessments for
tree removal. Dierks stated that the dead
trees would start to break off with high winds
and storms in the future. Ohr stated that
there were at least seventy-five dead Ash
trees in the boulevards and more than that on
private property. No consensus was pro-
vided on boulevard dead tree removal budg-
eting. Flotterud asked if a 2025 street
maintenance project is planned. Boulton
stated that there is $75,000 budgeted in 2025.
A portion of the funds may be utilized for
the street shop rehab. Kennedy stated that
the remained would cover necessary small
patches and repairs. Kennedy stated that we
may need to either budget more funds for
maintenance or save up a couple of years to
do a worthwhile project. Flotterud asked
where the sump pump inspection program
and smoke testing would be paid out. Boul-
ton stated that the costs would come from the
Sewer Fund. Boulton stated that this would
be the first step in identifying and correcting
inflow & infiltration into the wastewater
treatment plant. Boulton expects in the com-
ing years that repairs will be made and paid
for out of the sewer fund. The sewer fund is
projected to have $650,000 by the end of
2024. Ohr stated that the repairs could cost
more than the identification process but are
necessary to save user fee costs with the pro-
posed new regional wastewater treatment fa-
cility. Boulton stated that the plan is to
slowly increase the sewer rates to build a re-
serve to pay some of the initial costs. Boul-
ton also stated that the other reason was so
rate increases are lessoned for residents at the
time these projects are completed. Boulton
also noted that the Council's intentions are to
increase the utility rates incrementally for fu-
ture wastewater treatment plant and clay san-
itary sewer line replacements. Boulton
recommends the water user rates increase
from $6/1,000 gallons to $6.25/1,000 gal-
lons. Boulton also recommends an increase
on the sewer base rate from $26/month to
$32/month along with user rate increase
from $7.00/1,000 gallons to $7.25/1,000 gal-

lons. Boulton noted that new construction
probably will not continue at the same rate in
the next few years and will in turn slow the
levy growth. The tax rate growth should be
captured in the levy now because 2026 and
2027 the levies should stay under 5% each
year. Boulton stated it would be ideal for the
increase in the 2026 levy to be inflationary
plus capturing the new table market value (tax
base) in the levy. The Council directed Ad-
ministrator Boulton to bring the recom-
mended budget and levy information at
9.35%, or $100,000 levy increase in the 2025
proposed Levy Resolution and 2025 Pro-
posed Budget.

2) Administrator Boulton provided a memo
regarding the proposed street shop rehab. The
City Council identified that the City shop, lo-
cated at 648 2nd Ave, is in need of rehab
nearly ten years ago. The building was pur-
chased in 2006 and has not had any major up-
grades or improvements since. The building
roof is split into two portions with steel on the
newer portion of the building and rubber on
the older portion. The maintenance staff have
worked to seal up leaks in the roof, but the re-
pairs are temporary. The siding is dented so
badly that the only option is to replace large
portions. The siding of the building is an ex-
tremely faded yellow with a red accent. The
faded color of the siding does not present a
welcoming entrance to the community as
seen from the roundabout at MN TH 60 and
MN TH 57. The building lacks the necessary
insulation and proper sealing of doors and
windows to be energy efficient. The of-
fice/break rooms lack climate control for
record storage. The building does not meet
MN OSHA standard for ventilation. The
building should have a ventilation system
since it stores six or more vehicles driven by
combustion engines.

Potential items of rehab include roofing,
siding, service doors, windows, overhead
doors, gutters/downspouts, ventilation sys-
tem, spot concrete work, and potential elec-
trical work. The street shop building
ventilation upgrade has been on the Capital
Improvements Plan (CIP) since it was devel-
oped in 2014. The City Council added the en-
tire shop building rehab project to the Capital
Improvements Plan (CIP) in 2020. The City
Council toured the City shop building in July
2023. The Council was able to see, firsthand,
the condition of the building. The City Coun-
cil moved up the project to 2025 on the CIP.
The plan is to utilize a combination of the
2025 budgeted $140,000 set aside for debt
service on the future street project (Fund
336), the 2025 budgeted $45,000 from the
street capital (Fund 221), and the 2025 bud-
geted $75,000 general fund street & road ex-
penses capital (Fund 101).

Mayor Holmes has appointed an ad hoc
committee to work with Mitch Jackson of Tri
Valley Construction, Inc. to identify the scope
of work and put together estimates for the
2025 proposed Wanamingo Street Shop rehab
project. The estimated rehab is roughly
$180,000-$210,000, depending upon the final
scope of work. In addition to the Street Shop
Rehab numbers Mitch has estimated a new
building would run $130-$150 a square foot.
The current building is roughly 80’ x 80’ or
6,400 square feet. Brad Kennedy has a rough
sketch of a new building being slightly larger;
120’ x 80’ or 9,600 square feet.

(continued on page 24)
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A new, slightly larger, building would cost
between $1,248,000 to $1,440,000 and would
require a new site for construction. The Com-
mittee includes Mayor Ryan Holmes, Council
Member Rebecca Haugen, Brad Kennedy,
and Michael Boulton. The committee met at
the Street Shop building with Mitch Jackson
(Tri Valley) to review the building and pro-
posed scope of work. The committee unani-
mously agreed that rehabbing the current
building is more cost effective than construc-
tion. The committee recommends that the
scope of proposed street shop rehab work in-
clude roofing, siding, service doors, windows,
overhead doors, gutters/downspouts, office
climate control, ventilation system, spot con-
crete work, and any potential electrical work.

There would need to be several contractors
that would need to be hired to complete the
proposed scope of work. The roofing and sid-
ing could be completed by one contactor, the
windows and service doors could be com-
pleted by another contractor, the overhead
doors could be completed by another con-
tractor, any concrete work could be com-
pleted by another contractor, the office
climate control and ventilation system could
be designed and completed by another con-
tractor, and the electrical could be completed
by another contract.

The committee will research State bid re-
quirements with consultation with the City
Attorney. Since this would be a cash project
there are no requirements for an architect or
engineer to been involved. The committee
made initial contact with Goodhue County
Building Permits and Inspection on the scope
of the work. The committee was told that
there would be no requirement for an engi-
neer or architect based upon the proposed
scope of work. The committee is inclined to
recommend hiring Mitch Jackson of Tri-Val-
ley Construction to act as the project manager
to oversee, organize, and coordinate the pro-
posed street shop rehab project. The plan
would be to obtain no less than two quotes
from contractors for each separate portion of
the project. State law allows contracts under
$25,000 to obtain quotes or do work in the
open market, contracts between $25,000, to
$175,000 at least two quotes are required, and
contracts exceeding $175,000 must use the
competitive bidding process.

The proposed street shop rehab project out-
lines the scope of work, rough budget, and
how the project is proposed to be paid with
City cash in 2025. The proposed project is
built into the 2025 proposed budget. Once
the 2025 budget is approved the committee
could work putting together formal esti-
mates/bids for the work and provide recom-
mendations upon low bids and contracts to
complete the work in December 2024/Janu-
ary 2025. Work could be expected to be com-
pleted between late spring and summer 2025.
Flotterud asked how Tri-Valley construction
would be paid. Kennedy stated that the esti-
mates included general contractor costs.
Boulton stated that the City Attorney stated
that the City will be serving as the general
contractor and possibly hiring a construction
manager (Tri-Valley Construction) to super-
vise and advise on the project to reduce the
total cost of the project. The City will likely
request two or more quotes from each spe-
cialty contractor needed. There may be four
or more specialty contractors that the city

contracts with for a specific trade. The City
Attorney recommends that this request for
quotes separate out labor and materials. The
City should purchase the materials directly to
meet the criteria for the sales tax exemption
with the Department of Revenue. Holmes
stated that the estimates are a great deal for
the size and scope of work. Kennedy stated
that the roof would be commercial rib with
no exposed screws, similar to the City
Hall/Community Center roof. Haugen stated
that Jackson was very thorough on the esti-
mates and walk through. Boulton stated that
Tri-Valley Construction has been either the
general contractor or construction manager
on most of the new commercial buildings or
additions in Wanamingo for the last twenty-
five years. Tri-Valley Construction has the
experience and helps ensure a quality fin-
ished product.

RESOLUTION:

24-042 = Approving Residential and Com-
mercial Solid Waste and Recycling Collec-
tion Request For Proposal (RFP), RFP
Process and RFP Notice: Haugen moved to
approve, seconded by Ohr. Boulton stated
that along with Waste Management there
were four other haulers willing to provide
proposals for residential and commercial
solid waste and recycling collection. The
four other haulers include LRS, Highland
Sanitation, Flom Disposal, and Harter’s.
Boulton stated that the proposals would be
sent to each of the haulers on July 23rd and
would be due back on August 6th by
4:30PM. Boulton stated that a resolution ap-
proving the low-priced hauler would be in-
cluded for consideration at the August 12th
City Council meeting. Passed 5-0-0.

24-043 = Approving Updated 10-Year Cap-
ital Improvements Plan for the City of
Wanamingo: Dierks moved to approved, sec-
onded by Haugen. Capital Improvements
10-Year Plan Discussion took place. Items
added in 2024 were the community
center/city hall exterior rehab ($25,000), one-
ton truck replacement ($65,000), Riverside
Park parking lot ($200,000), and hydrant
sandblasting and painting ($15,000). Boul-
ton stated that the proposed 2025 levy would
include funds for street shop rehab project.
The funds will come from budgeted
$140,000 set aside for debt service on the fu-
ture street project (Fund 336), the 2025 bud-
geted $45,000 from the street capital (Fund
221), and the 2025 budgeted $75,000 general
fund street & road expenses capital (Fund
101). Flotterud asked about utilizing FEMA
funds to construct a combination pickleball
court and volleyball court at Riverside Park
as mitigation. Boulton stated that the FEMA
funds for flood damage would have to re-
place what was damaged. There is a whole
process for mitigation. Boulton stated that a
future pickleball court might be better suited
to Emerald Valley Park. The Emerald Valley
II Addition may be fully constructed in 2025
and the park has plenty of space and power
for courts. Boulton stated that the 2026 proj-
ect could include work at Riverside Park
parking lot. The parking lot needs to be re-
placed, including corrective action on the ag-
gregate base.  Boulton stated that a
curb/gutter could be installed as a buffer for
the parking lot and park. The curb/gutter
could be sloped from west to east to send the
surface water toward the walking path low
point. Boulton said that the levy for future
street fund 336 could be utilized to accom-

plish this capital project along with a street
project that could be bonded for in 2026 or
2027. Passed 5-0-0.

OLD BUSINESS:

Administrator Boulton provided updates on
the proposed policing contract. Boulton and
Ohr had attended the July 16th. The board
formally approved the police contract pric-
ing. The pricing included three-year agree-
ments at $87.70 per hour in 2025, $90.63 per
hour in 2026, and $93.68 per hour in 2027.
The board also approved the formula for a
minimum number of contract hours per day.
The formula is the population times 1.6 and
then divided by 365 (days). The board ac-
knowledged that representatives from the
cities affected were present but were not
asked or allowed to address the board. Boul-
ton and Ohr expressed their disappointment
in Commissioner Greseth with his vote for
the significant per hour cost, vote for the for-
mula for minimum coverage, and his lack of
action to address the cities’ concerns with the
cost, minimum hour requirement, and ac-
countability. Boulton and Ohr expressed
thanks to Commissioner Anderson who was
the only commissioner to express the cities’
concerns. Many commissioners either ex-
pressed thoughts that the Cities should have
other policing coverage or that the pricing
per hour should be more. Boulton stated that
he and Mayor Holmes had reached out to
Chief Deputy Huneke before the meeting to
try and decrease the minimum hours of cov-
erage from 5 hours per day to 4 hours per
day. Huneke stated that if the Sheriff’s Of-
fice goes below these minimum hour’s re-
quirement, we could potentially be dealing
with lowering of our patrol deputies’ num-
bers in the future based on the contract hours
we provide throughout the county. Boulton
also provided a correspondence from Kenyon
Police Chief Jeff Sjoblom stating that
Kenyon Police Department would not be a
good option for Wanamingo Policing at this
time. There were concerns that the depart-
ment does not have 24-hour coverage. The
staff had concerns responding to Wanamingo
during off-duty, on call hours. There would
be significantly more time involved for a
Wanamingo call than a Kenyon call and
would require additional pay. Kenyon does
not wish to significantly increase their polic-
ing budget at this time. Flotterud stated that
Kenyon may still be open to a contract to en-
force City ordinances during reasonable day-
time hours. Goodhue County is holding the
City of Wanamingo hostage with policing in-
cluding new cost formula and minimum
hours of coverage. It might be cheaper to
hire a City police officer. Right now, the cov-
erage is roughly four hours of patrol and then
four hours of administration. Flotterud asked
what would happen if there was no policing
contract. Boulton stated that none of the
local ordinance would be enforced. Holmes
stated that the County would only come if the
calls were an emergency. All other calls
would not be responded to, coming back to
City Hall. Holmes stated that he spoke with
Zumbrota Police Chief Callahan who stated
that small crime items such as vandalism and
petty theft would turn into larger crime issues
without the psychological patrol presence.
Flotterud expressed his frustrations that there
was very little growth in 2023 or new LGA to
offset the 2025 levy. Flotterud stated that
there are not that many calls for policing is-
sues per month. Haugen stated that the po-

lice presence may be a helpful deterrent on
crime. Haugen hopes that the deputies that
have recently moved into Wanamingo will
take pride in the community and help as a de-
terrent to crime. Flotterud asked what the
West Concord budget was for policing and if
it made long-term sense for Wanamingo to
have its own department. Boulton stated that
he could check into the cost and coverage for
West Concord. Boulton stated that a regional
police force of several communities will be
further explored in the coming years, but it
will not occur in 2025. Holmes liked the idea
of a regional police force and said that it has
been successful in other parts of the State.
Holmes did not believe that the costs for a re-
gional police force would be less than a
County contract, but the service and ac-
countability would be better. Holmes stated
that a department would require at least two
full-time staff and other part-time staff to
allow for time off and on-call response to
occur. Holmes stated that the cost is more
than the average citizen would think, espe-
cially with the significant rise in pay for the
law enforcement field over the last few years.
Flotterud asked if the City were to throw out
a dollar amount to the County for coverage
why would they not negotiate a contract.
Boulton stated that the County Board took
away control for negotiation of the price per
hour and the daily contract hour minimum.
Boulton and Ohr stated that questions should
be directed to our County Commissioner
Todd Greseth. Without our own County
Commissioner on board with a proposal it
will go nowhere. Holmes suggested mem-
bers reach out to Greseth regarding lowering
the daily contract hour minimum from 5
hours per day to 4 hours per day for
Wanamingo. Ohr stated that Commissioner
Greseth was no help to Wanamingo in setting
the price per hour formula for the County or
the minimum hours. Ohr was frustrated at
the lack of engagement with the communi-
ties affected that the County had in the deci-
sion-making process. Ohr stated that it is not
feasible for the City of Wanamingo to have
its own police force.

Updates:

Affidavits of Candidacy will be accepted at
the City Hall (401 Main Street) during the fil-
ing period of July 30, 2024 through August
13,2024 at 5:00 p.m. for the following City
Council seats:

Mayor — 2 Year Term

2 At-Large City Council Positions - 4 Year
Terms

Candidates’ names will appear on the No-
vember 8, 2024 General Election ballot.

Listed below are the filing requirements for
those individuals seeking public office:

1. Candidate must be an eligible voter.

2. Is, or will be on assuming the office, 21
years of age or more.

3. Maintained residence in the district from
which the candidate seeks election for 30
days before the General Election.

Candidates must file an Affidavit of Candi-
dacy and pay a $2 filing fee at City Hall, 401
Main Street, Wanamingo, MN. Office hours
are 7:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. Monday — Thursday
and 7:00AM-12:00PM Fridays. Filings will
be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on August 13,
2024.

*Next City Council meeting on 8/12/2024

(continued on page 25)
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Adjourn: At 8:08PM a motion to adjourn the
meeting made by Flotterud and seconded by
Haugen. Passed 5-0-0.

Signed: Ryan Holmes, Mayor
Attest: Michael Boulton, City Administrator

Kenyon City Council Meeting
July 9, 2024

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a
City Council Meeting was duly held in the
City Council chambers at 7:00 p.m. on the 9th
day of July 2024. The meeting was called to
order by Mayor Henke.

The following members were present:
Mayor Doug Henke, Council Members Kim
Helgeson, Lee Sjolander, and Molly Ryan

Absent: Mary Bailey

Also present: Interim Administrator Frank
Boyles, Administrative Assistant Holli Gud-
knecht, Finance Director Whitney Kyllo, En-
gineer Derek Olinger, Public Works Director
Wayne Ehrich, City Attorney Scott Riggs, Of-
ficer Brian Homeier, Jeremy Flotterud, Tyler
See, Dana Callstrom, Lynn & Carolee Miller

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

CITIZEN COMMENT

Jeremy Flotterud, Wanamingo City Council
member, approached the Kenyon city council
with the idea of possibly looking into the City
of Kenyon servicing the City of Wanamingo
for police services. If Kenyon is interested, he
would like us to put some numbers together
for costs.

ADOPT AGENDA

Deletion: / XI / New Business / F / Tran-
sient Merchant/Solicitor Peddler License Fee
Waiver

Motion by Ryan seconded by Helgeson to
approve the amended agenda. Motion carried
4-0-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Helgeson seconded by Sjolan-
der to approve the Consent Agenda, which
includes payment of check numbers 76168
through 76245; 4993E through 5047E. Mo-
tion carried 4-0-0.

PRESENTATIONS/

PUBLIC HEARINGS/
RECOGNITIONS/PROCLAMATIONS
Summary of 2023 City Audit -
Tyler See - Abdo

Tyler See presented a summary of the 2023
City and KMU audits and an overview of the
overall City financial condition. The city re-
ceived an “unmodified” or clean opinion on
the audit.

ENGINEERING
Pearl Creek & Gates Avenue Utility
Improvements

Engineer Olinger stated that electrical work
is nearly completed on the lift station. The
project is expected to be completed by mid-
August.

Pay Application #6 to BCM Construction

Motion by Ryan second by Helgeson to ap-
prove pay request No. 6 to BCM Construc-
tion in the amount of $112,532.25 for work
completed through June 28, 2024. Motion
carried 4-0-0.

LEGAL
Development Agreement - 98 Gunderson

Craft

HarvesT Thyme

Saturdays: SepBember 28, Ocbober B, 12, 19, 26

Sundays: SepBember 29, October 0, 15, 20, 27
Hours. 10:00a.m. o 5.00p.m.

Place:
Lori & Darwin Amy
2290 County 49 Blvd.Dennison, MN 55018
Phone: 507-649-1009
Email: cabincrew@frontiernet.net

> Look Us Up on Facebook Under Fotpourri Mill &

Show

Blvd Sanitary Sewer Reroute

Engineer Olinger stated that Dollar General
had proposed a new building and other site
improvements directly over an existing pub-
lic sanitary sewer main. Rerouting of the
main would be needed to allow for construc-
tion. Riggs and Olinger drafted a develop-
ment agreement defining the essential terms
for the developer to complete this relocation.
The draft is currently being reviewed by the
developer.

Motion by Sjolander seconded by Helgeson
approving the development agreement for the
98 Gunderson Blvd sanitary sewer rerouting
subject to final review by Interim Adminis-
trator Boyles, Engineer Olinger, and Attorney
Riggs. Motion carried 4-0-0.

Kenyon City Code 900.11 Animal Control
- Number of Animals

Attorney Riggs stated that revisions were
made to city code 900.11 on animal control
limiting the number of dogs or cats over six
months of age to three. The existing ordi-
nance had some unclear and problematic as-
pects that needed to be clarified.

Motion by Sjolander seconded by Helgeson
to adopt Ordinance 105 amending Section
900.11 of the city code. Motion carried 4-0-
0.

South Central Service Cooperative
Contract

Attorney Riggs stated that a special council
meeting was held on June 20, 2024, to select
a firm to oversee the process of hiring a full-
time city administrator. South-Central Serv-
ice Cooperative was selected to oversee this
process. They provided a draft contract to the
city, which was submitted to the city attor-
ney’s office for review and revision.

Motion by Sjolander seconded by Ryan to
approve the agreement for services contract
with South-Central Service Cooperative for
$14,500.00. Motion carried 4-0-0.

OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
Payoff City Hall Roof Loan to KMU

Finance Director Kyllo recommended pay-
ing off the city hall roof loan to KMU. The
city has the money available to pay off the
loan amount of $53,000. The interest savings
by paying the loan off early would be $4,979.

Motion by Helgeson seconded by Ryan to
approve the payoff of the city hall roof loan
of $53,000 to KMU.

Motion carried 4-0-0.

Approve Rose Fest Events

Street Dance Permit — Municipal Liquor
Store

Park & Rec — Liquor Permit for Depot Park

Parade Permit

Street Closures

Car Show (Informational)

KW Athletic Booster Club 5K Run/Walk

Motion by Ryan second by Helgeson to ap-
prove the Rose Fest requests including: street
dance permit - Municipal Liquor Store, pa-
rade permit, street closures, SK run/walk
route, and Depot Park liquor permit for the
Park and Rec committee. Motion carried 4-
0-0.

Resolution 2024-17 Approving Election

Judges for 2024

Motion by Helgeson seconded by Ryan to
adopt Resolution 2024-17: Appointing Elec-
tion Judges for 2024.

Motion carried 4-0-0.

On-Sale Liquor License (New)-
Cabhill Bistro Bar

Motion by Sjolander second by Helgeson to
issue a liquor license including Sunday and
outdoor service area sales to Cahill Bistro
Bar. Motion carried 4-0-0.

Street Closure — Whitetail Block Party

Carolee Miller requested to close Whitetail
Lane on Saturday, July 20, 2024, from 4:00
pm to 8:00 pm for a neighborhood block
party and fundraiser for the Linaman family,
who recently lost their house to a fire.

Motion by Ryan seconded by Helgeson to
approve the closure of Whitetail Lane on Sat-
urday, July 20, 2024, from 4:00 pm to 8:00
pm. Motion carried 4-0-0.

Resolution 2024-18 Accepting Kenyon
Fire Relief Association Donations to the
City of Kenyon

Motion by Sjolander seconded by Helgeson
to adopt Resolution 2024-18 accepting dona-
tions of $38,764.00 from the Kenyon Fire Re-
lief Association to the City to be used for
specified items. Motion carried 4-0-0.

Set Council Work Session to Review 2025
Draft Budget

Finance Director Kyllo requested that a
work session be set up to review the 2024
draft budget. Tuesday, July 30 at 1:00 pm was
tentatively set up.

Approval to Proceed with Door
Installation Between City Council
Chambers and Library

Interim Administrator Boyles stated that the
Kenyon Public Library Board requested that
a door be installed between the library and
the city council chambers. The library uses
the city council chambers for programming
space and has increased programming over
the last few years. Installing this door would
eliminate the distractions for city staff during
library events. The library board approved a
quote in the amount of $3977.00 from L and
M Construction.

Motion by Ryan seconded by Helgeson to
approve the door installation as requested by
the library board using library board funds.
Motion carried 4-0-0.

Schedule of Upcoming Meetings

KMU Meeting: Tuesday, July 16 @ 4:00
p.m.

EDA Meeting: Tuesday, July 23 @ 8:00
a.m.

City Council Meeting: Tuesday, August 20
@ 7 p.m.

COUNCIL AND STAFF GENERAL
COMMENTS

Council Member Helgeson stated that Rose
Fest plans were coming together.

Council Member Sjolander thanked city
staff for their work and the police department
for solving city crime.

Council Member Ryan stated Rose Fest was
coming and hopefully the rain would hold off
for it.

Fire Chief Ehrich reminded everyone of
National Night Out that will be held August
6.

Motion by Ryan seconded by Helgeson to
adjourn the meeting at 7:59 pm. Motion car-
ried 4-0-0.

Holli Gudknecht, Administrative Assistant
Douglas Henke, Mayor
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Changes in Attitudes

Young Farm Lads
and
Lawn Mowers

By Terry Campbell

This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Minnesota
when its warm here and Tennessee when it’s
cold here.

As a young boy on the farm in the early
1960°s I was fascinated with machinery, and
especially tractors. There was one tractor that
was just my size. The garden tractor or lawn
mower. I was too young to operate the first
riding lawn mower my dad purchased. It was
a Springfield and I believe it was purchased
through the local Gambles Hardware store

around 1960. It had very small rear tires and
even smaller front tires and the mower deck
cutting height was not adjustable.

But a few years later we bought a Homelite
riding lawn mower from Pete Boe in West
Concord. I think Pete sold more Homelite’s
than any other dealer. This was my first se-
rious job on the farm. It had a 24’ single
blade deck and a 5 horsepower Tecumseh
engine. A few novel things about this unit
was the four speed transmission, which was
a rubber disc spinning on a flat drive plate,
and the crank starter on the engine. One
would wind the crank until it stopped and
then trip the little lever, which spun the en-
gine over. Easy enough for a 7 year-old to
operate.

It had a padded seat and a bar in place of
the steering wheel. I would spend hours
upon hours mowing the yard around the
farm. I could only dream of having a radio to
kill the monotony. One had to be careful fill-
ing the gas tank, as it was part of the engine
and any spill would pour raw gas right over
the hot engine cylinder. One time the grass
was exceptionally thick and tall behind the
shop and I complained to my dad that it
couldn’t hardly cut it in first gear. I was se-
cretly hoping we would get a larger garden
tractor. He simply informed me to only cut
half as wide a swath. I wasn’t the best at
fractions as a second grader but I did know
that half of 24 inches was one foot and that
was forever to get the lawn finished.

The one shining reward was mowing my

Massey Ferguson

Lab Puppies
for Sale
Purebred, AKC registered

Wormed, vaccinated,
1 year health guarantee.

507-951-7417

Labrador Retriever Puppies.

Homelite

grandmother’s lawn. She lived at the south
end of the farm and when I finished her lawn
I was invited in for in ice cold Mountain
Dew and some cookies. Nothing tasted quite
as good as a cold glass bottle of innard tick-
ling bottled by Zeke & Daisy Dew. Probably
most Dew drinkers today have no clue.

My friend Ross Avery started selling
Massey Ferguson Garden Tractors in the late
60’s, at his dad’s construction business. I
wanted us to buy one of those so bad. The
Massey Ferguson 7 was a thing of beauty to
me. It had seven horse power, an electric
start, a 34 inch deck and a hydrostatic trans-
mission. It even looked like a tractor. I
worked on my dad for a long time to con-

vince him. A lawn mower was not a neces-
sity in his mind. But the day did come and I
felt like a king on this new machine.

I still mow the lawn. Now I find it a wel-
come time to think and come up with new
ideas. Fifty-six years have passed and my
young mind could not even conceive of what
lawn mowing would be like in 2024. I use a
25 horsepower John Deere zero turn mower
with a 54” triple blade deck. Spring absorb-
ing soft cushion seat with arm rests, and a
top mowing speed of over 9 miles per hour.
What used to take more than a day for me to
accomplish is now finished in about two
hours.

A Minnesotanh
Goats

By RosaLin Alcoser

-

My older sister believes that everyone
has had at least one great goat story in their
lives.

For her and I it was the time one of the
neighbors down the road received a goat
for Father’s Day. The goat got out and
ended up on our front porch then pro-
ceeded to blet if my sister did not sit out-
side with it. Our dog went ballistic and had
to be kept inside all day until our parents
figured out whose goat it was.

While they did that we proceeded to
name that goat Kiddie; Kiddie was later re-
named by his owners. We only had Kiddie
for an afternoon but he was a good goat.
About a year or so later our family bought
him and he was delicious when we had

him for dinner.

One of my friend’s goat story is from
when he and his sister kept goats as a 4-H
project back in grade school. Once when
their aunt was staying over to watch them
for a few days she pulled her car up to their
car port in the late evening and heard a
sound coming from inside.

Apparently the sound sounded like there
was someone inside of the car port pre-
tending to be a goat. Naturally since there
was a sespected person pretending to be a
goat hiding in the car port she called the
deputy to come check it out. It turned out
to be one of the 4-H goats bleating like a
person pretending to be a bleating goat.

For one of my sister’s friends their goat
story happened after she told her friends
about her belief in everyone having at least
one great goat story. This friend was from
a big city and had never seen a goat in per-
son. So everyone in their group decided
that they needed to take him to see a goat.

So his one great goat story is about the
time he was taken to a petting zoo and
forced to pet a goat.

Everyone has at least one great story
about an encounter with a goat. Whether it
is having one show up at your door, keep-
ing goats that pretend to be people pre-
tending to be goats or being forced to pet
one by your friends. And if you do not have
one great story about an encounter with a
goat then clearly you have not spent
enough time around goats.
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THEME: BACK TO SCHOOL
ACROSS

1. Soothing concoction

5. *The Magic School ride

8. Mama's husband

12. Dwarf buffalo

13. Moneyed one

14, "M*A*S*H" extra

15. Soon, to Shakespeare

16. Sheltered, nautically

17. *Abacus user, e.g.

18. *School jacket-wearer

20. TV classic "Happy ____ "
21. What hoarders do

22. Speech-preventing measure
28. *Pencil end

26. Deep regret

30. Indian restaurant staple
31. What cobblers often do
34. Mother Earth, to Ancient Greeks
35. Embedded design

37.___ Khan

38. Contending

39. *Don't forget to cross them
40. Plural of flora

42. Rolodex abbr.

43. Sultry or carnal

45, *Rydell High School movie
47. Defensive one on the gridiron
48. Oodles

50. *Some PTA members?

52. *It involves elements

56. Cuban dance

57. Burkina Faso neighbor

58. Opera solo

59. Boot-shaped European country
60. QOil org.

61. Review a service

62. Say "No!"

63. Animal's nose

64. Perceives with an eye

DOWN

©CONDUAWN =

10
11

. Jezebel's idol

. Beheaded Boleyn
. Plunder

. Certain rays

. Plural of #1 Across
. Part of an eye, pl.
. Witnessed

. *Field of education

_ Walker, American Girl doll

. *Inspiration for circular charts, pl.
. Acronym, abbr.

. Zimbabwe's capital

. Address to a woman

. Nail salon file

. Toothpaste type

. *Marks in English

. Hindu queen

. "Hannah and Her Sisters" director
. End of line

. Yogurt-based dip

. *Opposite side over hypotenuse, pl.

. Bald symbol

.*_____ monitor

. Bigheadedness

. *All-school get-together

. Giuseppe ____ of opera fame
. Temporary craze

. Parthenogenetic

. Recant or retract

. "English homework, pl.

. *Circle, e.g.

. Paparazzi's target

. Remote control option

. Middle Eastern sultanate
. "Follow me!"

. Genealogy plant

. Agitate

. Puppy barks

. Antonym of keep

SHIMSNV NXOANS

hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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