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A life Well Lived

Tim Hardy and his family celebrate his
retirement
By Cheri Roshon

On July 1st, 2024, Katie Henslin and her
siblings took a journey from Florida to Ari-
zona aboard a commercial airline flight
with Katie's father, Tim Hardy at the helm.

(continued on page 6)

50 Years

By Cheri Roshon

I've noticed a lot of churches around this
area are celebrating being in service for a
long time. Holden Church in Kenyon just
celebrated 100 years, Trinity Church in
Wanamingo will be celebrating the same on
Sept. 29th. Now, as I look into the history
marks of other churches in the area, I found
a new landmark at Grace Lutheran Church
in Dodge Center that I would like to bring to
your attention.

Although Grace has been around for over
137 years now, there is someone who has
been an integral part of the church and its
parochial school for 50 years. Her name is

of Grace

Patty Marquardt, better known to all as Mrs.
Patty.

Patty has been a teacher and Director of
Grace Lutheran since 1973, when she got the
call from Pastor John Schildwacher, asking
her what she thought of opening a pre school
at the church. Patty had attended school to
become a teacher at Winona State University,
graduated in 1969, and gone to work teach-
ing English in Claremont High School for the
7th, 8th and 9th grades. She loved being a
teacher in a small town, and the thought of
teaching in Dodge Center appealed to her, so
she jumped in with both feet, and she is still
there.

Announcements

¢ GriefShare support group for those
seeking support and healing from loss
of a loved one through death. At An-
chor Of Hope Church, 203 E. Main St,
Dodge Center, at 6:30 pm. Contact Rev
Dale Rood at 507-633-2772 for further in-
formation.

e The United Methodist Church of
Dodge Center at 20 First Street NE of-
fers a dine in and carry out meal from
5:00-6:00pm the third Wednesday of
each month.

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

A 1930's Gala Event

The West Concord Historical Society is hold-
ing a thirtieth anniversary celebration in honor
of the organization. The West Concord Histor-
ical Society has turned the original 1902 school
building into a museum and the 1936 gymna-
sium community center after the pairing of the
school districts in 1991. The building was
added to the register of National Historic Places
in 2021. Everyone who is an alumni of the West
Concord High School will have many wonder-
ful memories from their years of school in that

building.

This anniversary celebration will have a
1930’s era theme with music and an opportu-
nity to dress up in the style of the jazz, swing
and the Golden Age of Hollywood. It will be
held on Saturday, September 28 starting at

4pm.

(continued on page 4)

Dodge Center Volunteer Firefighters
48th finnual

All-U-Can-Eat Breakfast Fundraiser
Sunday, October 6th from 8am to 12:30pm

Dodge Center Fire Hall, 130 E. Hwy St., Dodge Center
Biscuits & Gravy, Pancakes, Scrambled Eggs,

Sausage, Milk & Coffee

$8.00 Adults ® $6.00 5-12 Years 4 & Under Free

~ Take out is available ~
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"Being a teacher is like herding cats" is a
quote I have heard about teaching the little
ones more than once, so I asked Mrs. Patty
why she became a teacher. "I had exceptional
teachers at Dodge Center Public School", she
said. "Right around 3rd grade, I realized that
I wanted to be a teacher, and I've never re-
gretted that decision. It was like a light came
on in my mind, and never diminished.

(continued on page 7)

The King with Cash &
Diamond Show Returns
to Dennison
September 28th

The popu-

lar Vegas

Style Trib-

ute Show featuring

the music of Johnny

Cash, Elvis, and Neil

Diamond returns to

Dennison Saturday,

September 28th,
under the big top.

(continued on page 21)

% LIVE MUSIC! /3y

Friday, October 11 from 7-10 PM

Thursday, October 3: Lady’s Happy Time 4:30-7, Open Mic 7-10

Thursday, September 19 & October 17: Open Mic

Follow Us on Facebook @THEANNADINE |—

16 West Main, Dodge Center
507-273-9530

Dodge Center, Claremont, West Concord Messenger: Phone 507-649-3327 e E-mail: hometownmessenger@gmail.com ® Box I, West Concord, MN 55985
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Reflections on 9/ ID

Contemplating Evil,
Justice, and
Divine Mercy

KBy Pastor Elliott R.C. Malm

Nearly a generation has passed since Sep-
tember 11,2001. But many Americans are old
enough to remember the haunting images of
the World Trade Center buildings engulfed in
flames after hijacked passenger planes
crashed into them. And then as the nation
watched in disbelief, the renowned Twin Tow-
ers, which had stood proudly for almost 30
years, collapsed like a pair of conquered gi-
ants onto the streets of New York City. How
could anyone ever forget? A couple months
ago, a man released some never-before seen
video footage he had filmed from his apart-
ment that day. Watching his recording of that
pivotal event in history prompted me to reflect
again on those audacious, swiftly executed,
and highly coordinated terrorist attacks in the
Empire City that killed a staggering 2,753
people in the span of seconds.

Almost immediately, the moral offense, or
injustice, of 9/11 was recognized by people
around the world. Consequently, once the
American people overcame their initial shock,
it was not long before our nation resolved to
respond to this preeminent threat to life in our
native country. In the State of the Union Ad-
dress, delivered in January 2002, President
George W. Bush galvanized support for the
“Global War on Terror.” The countries that
supported terrorist networks like al-Qaeda,
which carried out the heinous attacks, he
strongly declared, “constitute an axis of evil.”
As the country prepared to enter the War in
Afghanistan, originally called “Operation In-
finite Justice,” the stated objective was not
only to defend our country, but also to bring
the terrorists to justice. Years later, the truth
of all that the President claimed and the polit-
ical motives would become seriously ques-
tioned. While nobody in their right mind will
deny or question the attacks on 9/11 were evil,
unjustifiable acts which deserve to be de-
nounced, there is another grave evil, or injus-
tice being committed which has not been fully
acknowledged or adequately addressed by
Americans—it is the unjust killing of human
life that commonly occurs with induced abor-
tion.

According to the Guttmacher Institute, a
reputable source for abortion statistics, an es-
timated 1,037,000 abortions took place in the
United States in the 2023. This means that
trained doctors and clinicians performed ap-
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proximately 2,841 abortions in the U.S. every
day last year, ending more lives than the ter-
rorist acts at the World Trade Center on 9/11.
Some readers may object to this comparison.
However, those who were violently killed in
the terrorist attacks had no control over the
ending of their lives just as the unborn have
no control over the ending of theirs. Why are
so many Americans complacent about these
facts about abortion, denying or ignoring the
precept that it is a morally evil act that cannot
be rationally justified? Should we not cherish
every life and publicly acknowledge and
mourn the death of everyone who dies?

Holy Scripture teaches us that every human
life is precious in God’s sight. Contrary to
what may be stated explicitly or implied from
the legal sanctioning of government, nobody
has the right to take an innocent life. Induced
abortion violates what philosophers and the-
ologians refer to as natural law. It was an
eternal truth, discernible by reason within the
natural law, that the Founding Fathers of our
great nation appealed in the preamble to the
Declaration of Independence, writing, “We
hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all
Men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights...” In removing all references to ges-
tational age from the Minnesota State
Statutes in 2023, the Minnesota Legislature
effectively declared that an unborn, un-
wanted child does not need to be protected
by state law because that child does not have
a right to life.

Bishop Robert Barron, a luminary in the
American Church currently serving as the
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bishop of the Diocese of Winona-Rochester,
has observed: “Opposition to abortion is not
a matter of doctrine in the strict sense of the
term, but rather a conclusion drawn from
moral reasoning and from the findings of ob-
jective science. It is an indisputable fact that
human life—which is to say, a living human
being with a distinctive genetic structure and
identity —comes into existence at the moment
of conception. It is furthermore a fundamen-
tal axiom of ethics that innocent human life
ought never to be attacked.”

In a classic study in ethics and politics, a
prominent American theologian named Rein-
hold Niebuhr avers, “An irrational society ac-
cepts injustice because it does not analyse the
pretentions made by the powerful and privi-
leged groups of society.” It can be easily ob-
served that the most powerful, influential
members of American society favor abortion.
For them, it is not up for debate: Debate, if it
does occur within the public square, is
plagued by incivility and incoherency. Does
this mean our nation is being led and in-
creasingly ordered around by a bunch of re-
bellious fools who do not have the desire or

capacity for reasoned and unbiased thought?

In a bracing, opening address given to the
wicked nation of Judah, the ancient prophet
Isaiah declared the Word of the Lord, saying:
“Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
remove the evil of your deeds from before my
eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek
justice; correct oppression; bring justice to
the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause.
‘Come now, let us reason together, says the
Lord: through your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they are red
like crimson, they shall become like wool. If
you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the
good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel,
you shall be eaten by the sword; for the
mouth of the Lord has spoken’ (Isa 1:16-20
ESV).”

The great author Cervantes once wrote,
“Among the attributes of God, although they
are all equal, mercy shines with even more
brilliancy than justice.” As the American peo-
ple we should acknowledge our sins, repent,
and seek the mercy of God, so that we can eat
the good of the land together as neighbors
and not be eaten by the sword.

Fall Senior Festival at Faith Community Church

The Fall Senior Festival and Hymn Sing will be held at Faith Community Church in
West Concord, MN on Thursday, September 19th at 2:00 pm. All seniors are invited to
come and enjoy singing favorite hymns. We will live-stream the Sr. Festival on Face-
book: WC Faith Community Church. Refreshments will be available following the pro-
gram. Everyone is welcome. Invite your friends. Faith Community Church is located at
305 State Street North (Hwy. 56) in West Concord. The facility is handicap accessible.

This is a free event!. For more information call the church at 527-2244.

Pastor Jessica Bakken Busch ¢ 507-374-2174
Traditional Worship 9a.m.; Fellowship 10a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
404 Central Avenue N, Dodge Center
Rev. Elliott Malme 507-633-2253
https://gracedc.church
Worship 9a.m.; Sunday School 10:30a.m.

Praise Fellowship Church
602 Central Avenue S, Dodge Center
Roger Langworthy ¢ 507-374-6400
Kidz Church 9:15a.m.; Sunday Worship 9:30a.m.

Dodge Center Methodist Church
201 1st St. NE, Dodge Center
Rev. Chad Christensen * 507-374-6885
Sunday Morning Worship at 8:15a.m.,
Fellowship Time Following

St. John Baptist De La Salle
20 2nd St. NE, Dodge Center * 507-374-6830
Mass Saturday 5p.m.

Living Water Assembly Church
104 1st St. NW, Dodge Center
Roy Andrews ¢ 507-374-6561
Sunday 10a.m.

Dodge Center SDA Church
410 3rd Ave. SW
Dodge Center ¢ 507-374-6895
Sabbath School 9:15a.m.; Saturday Worship 11a.m.

Anchor of Hope Church,
a 7th Day Baptist Congregation
203 E. Main St., Dodge Center * 507-374-6755
Saturday 10a.m. Worship; 11:45a.m. Sabbath School

Bible Lutheran Church
(American Assoc. of Lutheran Churches)
11 Ist Ave. N.E., Dodge Center
www.biblelc.org ¢ 612-803-1212
Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

(weekly sermons available on You Tube and on website)

First Congregational Church
12 Second Street NW
Dodge Center, MN 55927 * 507-633-6873
www.congregationalchurchdec.com
Keith Mosier, Pastor
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&/
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o] Faith Lutheran Church
- 308 2nd St. NW/, Dodge Center

Area Church Directory
What Things?

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked
with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
— Luke 24:32

At a concert, the usher at the door looked so familiar to
me. But I could not recall where or when I might have met
him before. After a brief conversation with him, we recalled
that years ago he had been our son’s grade-8 teacher. We
enjoyed sharing a few memories of that time in our lives.

I think the situation was slightly different as the two
followers of Jesus walked along toward their home in
Emmaus. They didn’t recognize that they were talking with
Jesus, even though they had seen him recently. Did he not
look the same? Jesus asked questions and taught them about
the Scriptures, but it wasn’t till they sat and shared bread
together that their eyes were opened to see him. What a
wonderful feeling that must have been!

Then, after Jesus “disappeared from their sight,” they
joyfully made the long trip back to Jerusalem to share their
story. They could not wait to share their experience. Their
love for Jesus and the others was enough to propel them
back to Jerusalem to share.

With a text message from my cell phone, we eagerly
shared with our son that we had talked with his grade-8
teacher at the concert that night. And it was fun to share that
with him.

Are we eager in a way like that to share with others about
our times with Jesus?

Lord, thank you for moments when you meet with us
in a fresh new way. Open our eyes and hearts to your
work in our everyday lives, realizing you are closer than
we might think. Amen.

CLAREMONT

Ist Presbyterian Church

200 East Street, Claremont ¢ 528-2320
Pastor Doug Walters
Sunday Worship at 10:00a.m.

St. John Lutheran Church

4532 SE 84th Avenue, Claremont * 528-2404
Pastor Alan Broadwell
Sunday Service at 10:30a.m.

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY:

Mexican Cuisine

[YAY YAY VAV VAT VAY VAT YAV YAV TAT VAT VAT VAT VAT TAY TAY VAT VAT TAY

Faith Community Church
305 State Street N, West Concord ¢ 507-527-2244
Pastor David Breederland
Sunday 9:30a.m. Worship; 10:45a.m. Sunday School
www.fcewe.org

Facebook: WC Faith Community Church

Hegre Lutheran, ELCA
51939 Highway 56 Blvd., Kenyon ¢ 507-527-2353
Sunday: 9:15a.m. Sunday School; 10:30a.m. Worship

Trinity Lutheran, ELCA
301 Highland St., West Concord ¢ 507-527-2778
Pastor Chad Christensen ® trinitychurchwe.net
Sunday worship video is posted on Facebook:
Trinitylutheranchurchwestconcordmn
Sundays 9:45a.m. Worship in building and live streamed on
Facebook.
Sunday School 10:30a.m.
Tuesday Men’s Bible Study, 7:00a.m.
at church and via Zoom

Call church for more information on ministries and events.

Church of Christ
55087 200th Ave., West Concord ¢ 507-527-2723
Pastor Peter Moen
9:00a.m. Sunday School; 10:00a.m. Worship

concordchurchmn.com

Zwingli United Church of Christ
“The Berne Church”

23148 Co. Hwy. 24, West Concord * 507-356-4340
Pastor Karen Larson

Sunday 10:00a.m. Worship; Find us on Facebook

Email your church announcements,
schedule, etc. to the The Messenger at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

™ 160 26th St NE, Owatonna
- 507-413-0819

Dining Room Open 7 Days a Week
11:00am-10:00pm

www.plazamorena.com
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Marian M Saemrow

Her chores are done. The calves have been
fed. The last bottle is
washed. Marian
Saemrow died at
home on September
8, 2024, at age 97.
Marian Magdalena
Marquardt was born
on April 3, 1927 to
William and Alma
(Burzlaff) Marquardt
in Dodge County,
MN. She received
her 8th grade education from a country
school. In her younger years she raised chick-
ens and sold eggs. She was also a piano player
and would accompany services at Grace
Lutheran Church in Dodge Center.

On June 1, 1958, she married Herb Saem-
row of Morristown, MN. Together they raised
a family and dairy farmed until Herb’s death
in 2007. The most important things in Mar-
ian’s life were Faith, Family and Farming. She
was a devout Lutheran her entire life. When
her children were young, she was adamant
that each day end with a family devotion and
saying the Lord’s Prayer together, a habit she
continued until the day she died.

Her greatest pride and joy was working
alongside her children and grandchildren on
the family farm. She spent many selfless
hours feeding calves, patching chore pants
and making sandwiches that she would carry
out to the farm in an ice cream pail. She was
a true Proverbs 31 woman.

Those left to celebrate Marian’s life and
divvy up her collection of empty cottage
cheese containers are her children, Ron
(Brenda), Gordon (Hindy), Keith (Jackie),
Wayne (Abbie) all of Morristown and Ruth
(Mark) Pfeifer of Owatonna.

For every birthday or milestone that a grand-
child celebrated, Grandma would always give
a card containing a one-dollar bill. Fondly re-
membering the love behind each dollar are
Matt (Elsa), Tyler, Judd (girlfriend Anna),
Jack, Jacy, Jobb, Lisa, Wyatt, Michael (girl-
friend Marisa), Tommy, Jacob (Jess) and
John. She loved getting to know her great
grandson, Paxton Saemrow.

She is also survived by siblings Ron (Carol
Ann) Marquardt, Helen Swendiman, Rachel
Boyum and sister-in-law Arlinda Marquardt

She was preceded in death by her parents;
husband; brothers, John (Laura) Marquardt
and Harry Marquardt; grandson, Alex Pfeifer

McMartin

Electric Inc.
507-528-2578

64005 130th Ave.
Claremont, MN

and brothers-in-law, Charles Swendiman and
Andrew Boyum.

We would like to thank Brighton Hospice
and Pastor Palm for their compassionate care
and ministry. A special thank you to her au-
diologist, Dr. Jennifer Reside, for under-
standing the importance of keeping Marian’s
hearing aid functional.

Funeral services were held at Trinity
Lutheran Church, North Morristown on
Wednesday, September 11, 2024 at 10:30
a.m. Reverend Juan Palm officiated. Inter-
ment was at Concordia Cemetery, North
Morristown.

Visitation was held at Boldt Funeral Home,
Faribault on Tuesday, September 10th from 4
to 8 p.m. and at church for one hour prior to
the service on Wednesday.

God has richly blessed us!

Boldtfuneralhome.com for information and
guest book.

Barbara Ann DeMars

Barbara Ann DeMars, age 66, was called
home after a long
battle with cancer,
surrounded by fam-
ily on September 7,
2024.

Friends greeted the
family from 4:00 to
7:00 PM Thursday,
September 12,2024,
at Brick-Meger Fu-
neral Home (1603
Austin Road, Owa-
tonna, MN) and one hour prior to the memo-
rial service at the funeral home. Memorial
service was at 11:00 AM Friday, September
13,2024, at Brick-Meger Funeral Home.

Barb was born to parents Lloyd and Doris
(Schuler) Kern in Owatonna. She was raised
in West Concord, MN, and graduated from
Medford High School in Medford, MN, with
honors. Barb attended Faribault Vocational
School studying business administration. In
1981, Barb married Alcid DeMars at Christ
the King Church in Medford. She then began
a 25-year career at K & G manufacturing in
Faribault. For a short time, Barb and Alcid
lived in Arizona while their daughter Theresa
attended college. When they moved back to
Minnesota, Barb worked at Sciencix in
Burnsville, MN, until she retired.

Barb and Alcid enjoyed camping up north
for many years in Sherwood Forest near Gar-
rison, MN. She was always ready to play

Industrial
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Agricultural

Wiring or Rewiring

Bucket Truck Service
Repairs or Troubleshooting

Electrical Design and Design Builds

cards with friends and family. Alcid will miss
playing cribbage with Barb in the mornings.
Barb loved to go shopping with her grand-
daughters. But most of all, she enjoyed her
family, especially her granddaughters and
great-grandson and was eagerly awaiting the
birth of her second great-grandson. Barb was
a kind and giving person.

Barb is survived by her husband of 43
years, Alcid; daughter Theresa (Scott) Thrke;
granddaughters: Samantha Ann Thrke, Jas-
mine (Jonny) Hernandez, and Isabel Ihrke;
great-grandson, Sabastyan Michael Hernan-
dez, and one great-grandson on the way,
Malakai Adam Hernandez; siblings Jerry
(Linda) Kern, Marilyn (Trish Moudry) Kern,
Darold (Bonnie) Kern, Allen (Bonita) Kern,
and Carol (Mal Galusha) Olson.

She was preceded in death by her son,
Adam, and her parents.

Burton Juel Iverson

Burton Juel Iverson, 99, passed away
peacefully on Mon-
day September 9,
2024. He was born
on August 27,1925,
in Red Wing, Min-
nesota, the son of
Alfred and Ellen
(Gustafson) Iverson.

Burt grad-
uated from
West Con-
cord High
School in Minnesota in 1943. His draft no-
tice arrived shortly thereafter, and he served
as a tank gunner in the Tenth Armored Divi-
sion under Patton from January 1945 until
the end of World War II. He received the In-
fantry Battle Badge, Bronze Star, and Euro-
pean Star. Burt was a proud WW II vet and a
75 year member of the American Legion.

Following discharge as a Staff Sergeant in
1946, Burt graduated from the University of
Minnesota in 1950 with a degree in Business.
He then became a National Bank Examiner,
and later earned another degree from the
Graduate School of Banking at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin.

On September 14, 1957, Burt married
Shirley Baumgardner in Minneapolis, Min-
nesota. They were blessed to have celebrated
over 66 wonderful years together, until her
death in March.

After their marriage Burt and Shirley im-
mediately moved to Pittsville, Wisconsin and
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Professional Bodywork
& Paint

We Accept All Insurance Estimates

Guaranteed Workmanship

tim@hotrodhardware.com

250 State St. North
West Concord

507-527-1020

assumed management of the People's State
Bank where Burt was the owner and president
for 35 years. He also owned shares in the Peo-
ple's State Bank of Augusta and Owen/Curtis
Bank for several years and ran the People's In-
surance Agency. They retired in 1992 and be-
came snowbirds in Naples, Florida. Many
new memories were made there.

Burt was a generous, hardworking, spirited
man who loved his Pittsville community. He
is the last surviving member of the commit-
tee that created Lake Dexter, and was a major
contributor to the Pittsville Library, and he
also donated to many civic organizations to
make Pittsville what it is today.

Burt was a member of the United Church of
Christ in Pittsville, serving on the church
council, the Pittsville Lions Club, the
Pittsville VFW, and the American Legion. He
also served on the Board of Directors for
North Central Life Insurance Company in St.
Paul, MN and was the Treasurer of the Wis-
consin Bankers Association.

He enjoyed golfing in both Wisconsin and
Florida, watching sporting events, and being
out in nature, hunting in his younger years. He
also took great interest in the Financial Mar-
kets. His favorite pastime though, was spend-
ing time with his children and grandchildren.
Burt's vibrant, funny personality always
brightened up any room that he walked into.
He never met a stranger; every person was
just a friend he hadn't met yet. He loved to
make people laugh.

Burt is survived by his children, Eric
(Debra) Iverson of Watertown, Melinda (Burl)
Pate of Blue Springs, Missouri, and Andrew
Iverson of River Falls. He is further survived
by his grandchildren, Adam and Emma Iver-
son and Devin and Connor Langford.

Burt is also survived by his brothers-in law
and sisters-in law, Judy (Jim) Stephens, Fred
(Wendy) Baumgardner, Sherry (Marv)
Kohlbeck, and Jan (Sam) Retka.

He is further survived by many nieces,
nephews, relatives, and friends.

Burt was preceded in death by his wife
Shirley, his grandson Nicholas Iverson, his
brother Aldrich (Lilamae) Iverson, a brother
in infancy, his brother-in-law and sister-in-law
Carole (Bob) Schmeider, and his sister-in-law
Diane Baumgardner, as well as his parents.

A memorial service will be held at 11:00
a.m. on Saturday, September 28, 2024, at
Rembs Funeral Home in Marshfield with vis-
itation from 10:00 am until the time of serv-
ice. Rev. David Sobek will officiate. The
service will be streamed online at www.face-
book.com/rembsfuneralhomes. Military rites
will be conducted by American Legion Post
153 — Pittsville at the funeral home. Burial
will take place at Mound Cemetery, Pittsville.

Memorials can be directed to the Pittsville
Library or the UCC in Pittsville.

The family would like to give a special
thanks to Jennifer Neville for her kind and
compassionate care of Dad, and all of his
caregivers at Stoney River Assisted Living
and the House of the Dove Hospice in Marsh-
field.

Rest easy, Dad! You are so loved.

Condolences may be sent online at
www.rembsfh.com
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arty Lines
and Polkas

I don’t know if the 507 area code was used
when we had to short numbers. I do remem-
ber it was long distance to call Kenyon and it
cost more to call long distance. My mom
would talk really fast if she had to call all the
way to Kenyon. It’s long distance you know!
Even Skyberg was long distance back then.

I try to explain this to my kids and grand-
kids and I might as well describe it in Nor-
wegian because they’d understand just as
much. Grandkids especially; ‘You mean you
didn’t keep your phone in your pocket?’ I
tell them you couldn’t even take it into the
next room. I remember when we got a
longer cord that would stretch about 15 feet.

was in Mrs. Stukel’s 4th grade class. We
were being taught square dancing. Our class
actually got to be pretty good at dosey doe-
ing around the floor. I think we all liked it
because it was more fun than arithmetic. An-
other time I recall dancing in the old ele-
mentary gym was for a talent show the
school had one night during my senior year
in high school. 4 or 5 of us guys from the
basketball team including Wayne Miller,
Matt Fellows and Bruce Bjerke, thought it
would be a good idea to be up on stage and
pretend we’re singing Ike and Tina Turner’s

Proud Mary while doing a choreographed
dance. That ended my dancing career in the
gym. Now it’s being revived in October. I'm
getting more dancing instructions, this time
from Mary Pat. The first lesson learned was
that we don’t Dosey Doe during a polka, at
least not on purpose. We’ll see how the night
goes. I was never sophisticated and I was
never light on my feet when it came to danc-
ing. Mark your calendar and be looking for
more details on the October 19th West Con-
cord Dance.

That’s when I thought phones went mobile.
My mom thought it was great as she could
go from the sewing machine, which was al-
ways about 4 feet from the phone, all the way
to the stove to check on things in the oven
without having to end her conversation, un-
less of course she was talking long distance,
then she’d say ‘I think my pot roast is burn-

By Emery Kleven

Emery is now a retired farm broadcaster after
starting at KDHL in Faribault in 1987.
He’s a 1971 graduate of West Concord High

emery@roadfarming.com.

A 1930’°s Gala Event

(continued from page 1)

There will be a social time to explore the museum and play a Trivia game from 4 to Spm
followed by a catered meal of hot and cold appetizers and two complimentary beverages.

There will be music from the 1930’s all evening and you will be able to have your pic-
ture taken in front of a backdrop of the Golden Age of Hollywood. You may even win a
prize for dressing in your best 1930’s style.

You can enjoy the evening with West Concord friends in the Flame Room, a recreation
of the dining room of the same name originally located in the Hotel Concord, which was

School. You can view past columns at his
website RoadFarming.com. You can email him at

This month I want to start off with a thank
you to Todd Montgomery for his kind words
in a letter to the editor last month. Todd and
I go back more years than we care to count.
Back in the day, our telephones were on a
party line. There were 8 or 9 farm families
that were on our particular party line stretch-
ing from the Montgomery’s on the east end to
the Wenzel’s on the west end. My earliest rec-
ollection and this can be verified from an old
phone book in the WCHS Museum, we all
had short numbers. The Kleven number for
several years was 2106. Then, on the same
party line, the numbers changed to either 305
or 325 with a letter behind them. Ours went
to 305L. If I recall, without referring to the
old phone book, the west end of the party line
including the Klevens, Wenzels and Envalls,
were in the 305 zone while from the Johnsons
to the Montgomerys were 325.

Eventually we ended up with the 7 digit
numbers starting with 527 for West Concord.

ing, bye!’

I do have to correct Todd on one point. My
radio career did take to many places from the
White House to Australia and I did talk with
and interview many people whose names
you would recognize but I did not get so-
phisticated. Not even close. I'm just a farm
kid who took an off the farm job but never
lost my roots.

My wife Mary Pat and I have been organ-
izing and preparing for a dance at the WC
Historical Society gym on October 19th as
part of the 30th Anniversary celebration this
year at the WCHS. It’s going to be one of
those old fashioned type dances that were
very common in years gone by with polkas,
schottisches and waltzes. If you like danc-
ing to live music, you will not want to miss
this event. Mary Pat is in her final year of
being President of the Minnesota State Fid-
dler’s Association and they are co-sponsor-
ing this event.

In all of our planning I got thinking back to
the first time I danced on that gym floor. I

or e-mail wchs@frontiernet.net.

the popular restaurant in the community during the 1930’s.
Tickets are still available and are $25.00 per person. Make your reservation by contact-
ing the West Concord Historical Society by Friday September 20th . Call 507-527-2628

The Flame Room is located in the WCHS at 600 West First Street in West Concord, MN.

Get Your Dinner Theatre Tickets for
“Nutt House” Now

The October dinner theatre "The Wedding Will Out or Night in the Nutt House" by Greg
Miller runs October 11-27. Friday and Saturday at 6:30 and Sunday at 12:30.

https://www.mantorvilletheatrecompany.com/tickets.html

Our dinner will be provided by Powers Ventures (owners of the Hubbell House). The
meal of chicken kiev, potatoes, green beans, bread, salad, and Bunnie's coconut cake will
be served buffet style.

Vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-free meals are available ONLY if arrangements are made
by contacting the box office 72 hours prior to your show date. The box office can be
reached via email (MantorvilleTheatre @ gmail.com) or phone (507-635-5420).

All seats are reserved and must be purchased at least 72 hours prior to all show dates.

Doors will open 30 minutes prior to show time (6:00 pm on Friday & Saturday and 12:00
pm on Sunday). All tickets are $50. A cash bar will be available.

Share Your Good News!

Submit your engagement,
wedding or
birth announcement.

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

e e fs\\\.u =
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IT°’S HOWDY DOODY TIME

By Colleen Sathrum Hayne

Recently I stepped into the 50’s/60’s room at the Museum and found myself lost in time remembering the era
when television first came to West Concord. What sparked my memories was a black panther TV lamp sitting on a
1949 RCA Victor television with a mighty small screen. TV lamps were a part of the television culture back then.
Families watched TV in a dark room because the screens of the first sets were often small and had very low
luminosity. People feared that sitting close and watching TV in darkness would cause eyestrain. This was the
motivation for a 10 year heyday of the TV lamp industry. If you're as old as I am, or almost, do you remember a lamp
sitting on top of your family’s TV? They were often glazed ceramic lamps, both decorative and functional. They were
backlit by one bulb that emitted a soft glow. Television lamps were often given as a {ree incentive to purchase a T'V.
Animals, birds, sea creatures, and transportation modes were featured in the lamps and they became almost a kind of
“hood ornament” for televisions.

Experimental TV broadcasting actually began back in 1929, but it wasn’t until 1939 that NBC was the first company
to have regular broadcasts to just 400 TV sets in New York. In the 30’s only the wealthy could afford televisions.
They ranged in price from $200 to $600 at a time when the average yearly income was $1368. That would be a
whopping 15 to 44% of an average family’s entire annual income.

During World War II television production was placed on hold to put all efforts and materials into what was needed
for the war, but the growth of the television industry after the war was rapid. There were 6000 TV sets in American
homes in 1946. By 1951, in prosperous times, 12 million sets lived in U.S. living rooms—and just 4 years later in
1955, half of all American homes had televisions. Those statistics made me wonder what was happening in TV sales
in West Concord. It was back to the newspapers of the 40’s and 50’s for me to check it all out.

Not one television was advertised in the West Concord Enterprise until May of 1952. 1 saw many ads for chest
freezers, refrigerators, corn pickers, and Chevy, Ford, and Chrysler trucks and cars—but not TVs until the spring of
’52 when Pirkl and Hall offered a 20 inch Admiral TV, with the “clearest picture” available. In July Pirkl and Hall
once more advertised the Admiral TV but this time with a special motivation: to be able to watch the Democratic and
Republican Conventions in Chicago. As the ad said, “The largest audience in history will see the action and hear the
speeches . . . You can bring history-making events into your own home with an Admiral Television.” As we know, the
nominated candidates from those very conventions, Adlai Stevenson and Dwight Eisenhower, visited Dodge County
that fall for Plowville USA.

In 1953 Clarence Barwald advertised a 21 inch Motorola at his Gambles store. It featured an “eye shade filter (not
sure what that meant), an eye conditioned picture, right up front tuning, and new, long, low cabinet styling.” During
the Christmas season of 1954 Gambles and Pirkl and Hall were widely advertising Coronados, Motorolas and
Admirals and promoting the idea of upgrading {from 17 inch to 21 inch TV, welcoming trade-ins.

So what were the most popular early TV shows? You remember your favorites. The early 50’s featured programs
like “The Jack Benny Show”, “I Love Lucy”, “The Milton Berle Show”, “Gunsmoke”,”Red Skelton”,“What’s My
Line”, and my favorite as a young child when we first got our TV, “The Howdy Doody Show”. I even sent my second
grade school picture to Howdy Doody for his Smile Contest. I waited and waited to be the winner, only as a child
would do— and then one day, the real winner was announced on the show and it wasn’t me. What a disappointment!
In the late 50’s shows like “Leave it to Beaver”, “Father Knows Best”, and “The Honeymooners” captured America’s
attention.

One of the banes of early TV was the repairs televisions often needed. There could be tubes that required
replacement or rabbit ears or outdoor antennas that needed fixing. My mother used to be so pleased when the TV
went on the “blink™ that she would delay repairing it for as long as Dad could tolerate it. She hated seeing our family
be “couch potatoes” when we could be outside playing or reading. Even if the TV was not broken it took some
knowhow with the horizontal and vertical knobs to keep the picture from drifting and to finally stabilize it. Remember
that?

In the 1950’s, Rutgers University and CBS jointly undertook a study to find out how American families were feeling
about television. Families reported that they felt more unified as the whole family gathered to watch television shows
together. They said the TV was almost like another member of the family. But they also expressed concern,
wondering if so much screen time was good. Doesn’t that sound like today with our screen dependency on phones,
tablets, and yes, our televisions, too?

Television has become so pervasive in our lives that when Joey Tribbiani of the
“Friends” show of the 1990’s found out an acquaintance didn’t have a television he asked, “But what does your
furniture point at?” I know the Sathrum family in the 50’s was very happy to arrange their furniture to point at the
brand new television. How about yours?

1949 RCA Victor TV at the West
Concord Historical Society—complete
with panther TV lamp

1948 Admiral TV at the Museum

(additional picture at www.westconcordmn net,
www.claremontinn.net, www.dodgecentermn.com)
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(continued from page 1)
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This was his last flight in a career that
spanned almost 4 decades and began in west
central Minnesota.

Tim's passion for aviation took flight at a
young age, nurtured by his father before him.
His father was also a pilot, and not only was
this his profession, it was his passion.

His hard work and dedication to aviation
was unwavering, and this created a legacy
that was passed down to Tim. I am going to
give you this story from Katie and her sib-
lings own words, so you can feel the pride
they have in their father's accomplishments.

"Atage 15, Dad started taking flying lessons
from our grandfather. Our grandparents
owned and operated 2 businesses, Willmar
Aerial Spraying, and Olivia Flying Service,
an FBO....Fixed Base Operator. These family
businesses provided essential services to the
community, and also ignited a lifelong love
for aviation in dad.

In July of 1975, on his 16th birthday, dad
achieved his first solo flight. A year later he
earned his private pilot license. This early
start to his career earned him approximately
22,000 hours in the sky over the course of his
career. For the next 7 years, dad worked in the
family business, crop dusting and providing
aerial spraying services. His dedication and
skill in these formative years were evident,

setting the stage for his transition to com-
mercial aviation. In 1985, he accepted a po-
sition as a first officer with a small airline
based in Spencer, lowa. One year later, he
took a big leap in his career by joining a cor-
porate division of American Airlines, where
he served as a first officer and captain for the
next 37 years."

As a preparation for retirement, Katie and
her siblings were able to be on Tim's last
commercial flight from Florida to Arizona
and were able to spend a few days together,
recalling his career, and their pride in his ac-
complishments.

Katie says..."Sitting in the flight cabin on
my dad's last flight was a surreal experience.
It was a time to reflect on his dedication, hard
work, and the thousands of hours he spent
soaring through the skies. To me, his career
was a testament to his unwavering passion
and commitment to aviation. When the plane
touched down, and dad completed his final
landing, there was lots of joy, and of course,
tears. Dad had held his duty to safely trans-
port millions of passengers to their destina-
tions. It was a poignant moment filled
with happiness and a touch of sadness as he
signed off as captain for the last time. It was
an incredible experience to embark on his last
flight as a family, honoring my dad in his in-
credible career. For my siblings and I, this
final flight will forever be etched in our
hearts. A tribute to a man whose life was truly
defined by his love of flying."

So, there you have it! A life of service to
others, and a passion for doing what he loved.
Add that to the way Tim inspired his kids,
and there is a recipe for success!
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111 West Front Street, Claremont, MN 55924
507-528-2233

Vang Lutheran Church
ANNUAL LUTEFISK AND
NORWEGIAN MEATBALL SUPPER

Vang Lutheran Church
2060 Cty. 49 Blvd.
Dennison, MN 55018

Saturday, October 5th
Tickets are $26.00

Meal Includes:
Lutefisk with melted butter, Norwegian Meatballs with Gravy,
Mashed Potatoes, Corn, Cole Slaw, Fruit Soup,
Lefse and Norwegian Baking’s
Join us for our annual supper, buffet style
(we are back with church seating!)

Call for reservations: 11:00am, Noon, 1:00pm and 4:00pm.
Continuous seating (no reservations needed) starting at 5:00pm through 6:00pm.

Home or business delivery by reservation

11:00-2:00pm/4:00-6:00pm

Ticket price $26.00. Payments by check or cash.
Call or email for reservations: 507-789-5186 ¢ vanglutefisk@gmail.com

We’ve Got Your
Family’s Back

Personalized insurance solutions
to protect your family’s future
and security, no matter what.

COMMUNITY
GROWN INSURANCE
...jout’re covered!

WWw.vsgmi.com

Kalass Agenty

242 Main Street
Zumbrota, MN
Phone: 507-732-7614
Email:
kalassagency(@kalassagency.com

Sviggum Agency

133 Main Street
Wanamingo
Phone: 507-824-5105
Email:
agent(@sviggum insurance.com

North Risk Partners

Rochester
2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100
Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-288-7600
Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com

Insurance Brokers

of Byron
505 Frontage Rd NE
Byron MN 55920
Phone: 507-775-7280
Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com
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50 Years
of Grace

K (continued from page 1)

As I would teach, seeing the light bulb turn
on in a child's mind was always a special mo-
ment. I love teaching here at Grace Lutheran.
We have excellent teachers who are commit-
ted to the children. The parents are easy to
work with because they chose to send their
children here. We offer a Christian based ap-
proach to education, and the children get the

individual education they need, because of
our smaller classroom sizes. We work in
small groups, so no child is left behind."

Mrs. Patty taught Sunday School along with
the pre-school for awhile. The program they
used for the pre-school kids was called
ABeka, a Florida based curriculum for accel-
erated learning. This program is designed to
hold the kids' attention with colorful pages
and motivational learning. The pre-school
program was so successful that the church de-
cided to add a kindergarten program in 1981.
In 1986, a new playground was added. In
1992, the 100th year of being a church was
celebrated.

As the success of the school was being no-
ticed, a first grade class was added in 1999,
and a second grade class was added in 2000.

502 Huseth St., Kenyon

907-189-6321

Time Cutter Max

MyRide patented seat suspension
10 gauge heavy duty Iron Forged steel deck

Check out our full line of
60v Lithium lon cordless tools
and accessories.
Includes: string trimmers,
edgers, chainsaws,
hedge trimmers & more

Toro 77502

5 gallon fuel tank
23 hp Kawasaki engine

*4,599.00

FAMILY @
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mila Medin:
Casen'\o" at Triton

this year.
Her parents ars

l \Degree She i
P . plans to t
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ACTIVITIES
She is active in
MHS as president,
student council as
secretary, BPA,
SADD, Link Crew,
Prom Committee
and FCA.

She plays soccer
and basketball.

FUTURE PLANS

She is attending PSEO and will
graduate with an Associates

N criminology.

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord + Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm - June-October Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am
507-527-2408 | www.ldrecycling.com

Steel, Farm Machinery,
Car Bodies, Aluminum,
Copper, Batteries,
Appliances,
E-Scrap

In 2002, a third grade was added and 3 teach-
ers were hired. As the school grew, so did the
church. Outreach programs were begun, and
more and more people were being served, not
just by going to church, but by helping others
in need.

The School's Silent Auction to raise money
for new programs and equipment began in
2003. In 2006, a 4th grade was added to the
curriculum. More programs were added to
help others in the community. In 2014, mem-
bers started going to Fair View Care Center in
Dodge Center to sing after Easter breakfast.
They held suppers for the first responders to
show their appreciation. These are our Fire-
men, Sheriff's department, and ambulance
crews that serve the community. In 2015, the
first mission trip to Point of Grace in Kenya
was established. In 2016 a 500 card club was
started for the last Sunday of the month

through the winter.

The church held its own through the ups and
downs of our changing economy, and it is be-
cause of the dedication of the pastors and the
members of the school and church. As you
know, it takes a lot of time and planning to
meet the budget requirements of any busi-
ness, and churches have the same needs.
Grace Lutheran has been doing the School
Silent Auction since 2003, and recently added
a new fundraiser-- That's My Pan---which
will be held in October. Personal cake pans
with lids bearing your name and a logo you
pick out, so you always leave a pot luck with
your own pan! They also make great Christ-
mas gifts! For more info on these fundrais-
ers, or to talk to the church about enrolling
your child in a quality school program, please
call Mrs. Patty at (507) 259-3106, and she
will be glad to share the info with you!

DO YOU HAVE A

STORY IDEA?

From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex: commercial or farm real estate
transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is commultted to providing real estate
transactional expertise and personal customer service.

38 W Main St, Dodge Center ¢ 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com ¢ www.dclandtitle.com

Saturday, Sept. 21, 2024 9 A.M.— 3 P.M.
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2024 West Concord Events Twig Fest
- October Membership Drive, Date/Time to be determined S aturday, October Sth
» Christmas in West Concord will happen on 7:00pm until closing ¢ Bring a dish to pass

Saturday, December 7th, 2024. Many activities

are planned with something for all ages. One of

the favorites is the Silent Auction at City Hall.

Proceeds from the auction provide funds for our parks. Bring the
baskets to city hall. Contact Karen Peterson with more questions.

Weekly Story Time

Every Wednesday at 10am at the library.
This is geared towards elementary aged children and homeschool
families.
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West Concord Class of 1956 Reunion

Back Row Standing: Glen Hanson, Betty Wiuff) Staffon, Darlene (Rasmussen) Felber, Jon Glarner, Doug Mattti, Stewart Agerter,Linda (Halla) Vrieze, Jerry Stensland, Marvin Twern-
bold. Front Row Seated: Joanne (Rhodes) Paulson, Shirley (Benson) DeChAnt,Jim Raddatz, Rosalie (Osowski)Johnson, Kay Wright(Knudsen).
The reunion was held in West Concord American Legion Hall on Friday, August 16 at Noon. Other friends, spouses attended also. - Submirted
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6 cylinder, 3.5, 10 speed automatic, Agate Black Metallic, 4 door crew cab

MSRP $63,385

BESTAPRICERO O¥3 00

[EaseyorIy 099/ month

Lease based on 10.5k mpy for 36 months with $3,000 due at
signing. Included tax, title, license and doc fee. OAC
See dealer for complete details

' GGREAT PAYMENTS (4]

2024 Chrysler Pacifica Limited

4 door passenger van, FWD, 9 speed
automatic, bright White clearcoat

MSRP $54,315
PP

Lease based on 10k mpy for 42 months with $3,000
due at signing. Included tax, title, license and doc
fee. OAC. See dealer for complete details.

2024 Ford Bronco Outer Banks

4 cylinder, 2.3L, 4WD, 10 speed automatic,
Eruption Green Metallic

MSRP $54,480
BESTRAICE

Lease based on 10.5k mpy for 36 months with $3,000
due at signing. Included tax, title, license and doc fee.
D OAC. See dealer for comp\ete details,

2024 Ford Escape Active

3 cylinder, 1.5, AWD, 8 speed automatic,

gray
MSRP $33,320

Lease based on 10.5k mpy for 36 months with $3,000
due at signing. Included tax, title, license and doc fee.
OAC. See dealer for complete details.

2025 Dodge Ram 1500 Big Horn/Lone Star

4 door, crew cab, 4WD, 8 speed automatic,
Diamond Black Chrystal Clearcoat

MSRP $62,435
BESTIERIVE: 599/mom

Lease based on 10k mpy for 36 months with $3,000
due at signing. Included tax, title, license and doc
fee. OAC. See dealer for complete details.

2024 Jeep GCompass Latitude Lux

4 door Sport Utility, 4WD, 8 Speed automatic,
Bright White Clearcoat

MSRP $39,265 leaseyor;

Lease based on 10k mpy for 39 months with $3,000
due at signing. Included tax, title, license and doc fee.
OAC. See dealer for complete details.

2024 Ford Bronco Sport Heritage

3 cylinder, 1.5, 4WD, 8 speed automatic,
carbonized gray metallic

MSRP $34,290 [easelior

Lease based on 10.5k mpy for 36 months with $3,000
due at signing. Included tax, title, license and doc fee.
D OAC. See dealer for complete details.

2021 Chrysler

Pacifica Touring L

4 door passenger van, FWD,
9 speed automatic, brilliant
Black Chrystal
Pearl coat, 61,571 miles,
20 Chrysler Pacifica’s
to choose from!

SEPTEMBER USED CAR SPECIALS

2022 Chrysler
Pacifica Touring L

4 door passenger van,
6 cylinder 3.6L, FWD,
9 speed automatic, Bright White
Clearcoat, 69,079 miles,
20 Chrysler Pacifica’s
to choose from!

2023 Chrysler
Pacifica Touring L

4 door passenger van,

6 cylinder, 3.6L, FWD, 9 speed
automatic, Granite Chrystal
Metallic Clearcoat, 65,440 miles,
20 Chrysler Pacifica’s
to choose from!

2022 Ford Edge SEL

4 door sport utility,
4 cylinder, 2., AWD,

8 speed automatic,
Carbonized Gray Metallic,
64,593 miles,

15 Ford Edge’s
to choose from!

2020 Ford
Edge ST

4 door Sport Utility,
6 cylinder, 2.7, AWD,

8 speed automatic,
silver metallic, 71,527 miles,
15 Ford Edge’s
to choose from!

2020 Ford
Edge ST

4 door Sport Utility,

6 cylinder, 2.7, AWD,
Agate Black, 70,664 miles,
15 Ford Edge’s
to choose from!

1001 Hoffman Drive, Owatonna, NN
907-451-1860
WWW.OWATONNAMOTORGOMPANY.COM
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Despite Biggeﬁ
Paychecks,
Struggling

Households in
Minnesota
Continvue to

Increase

New ALICE report shows
wage growth was no match
for inflation after a decade

\\ of falling behind

Rochester, MN Though wages for the lowest
paid jobs have risen across the country at the
fastest rate in four decades, the number of
households struggling to get by in Minnesota
grew from 2021 to 2022. As a result, a total
of 834,343 households or 36% were living
paycheck to paycheck, according to a new re-
port, “ALICE in Minnesota: A Study of Fi-
nancial Hardship,” from United Way of
Dodge County, United Ways of Minnesota,
and their research partner, United For ALICE.
That calculation includes 233,779 Minnesota
households in poverty as well as another
600,564 defined as ALICE. ALICE® is an
acronym for Asset Limited, Income Con-

strained, Employed, and it’s a way of under-
standing families, neighbors, and colleagues
who work hard, earn above the Federal
Poverty Level, but don’t make enough to af-
ford a basic household survival budget.
ALICE workers include childcare providers,
home health aides, cashiers, retail clerks,
waiters, nonprofit professionals and others —
those working low-wage jobs, with little or
no savings and one emergency from poverty.
As a member of the United Ways of Min-
nesota, United Way of Olmsted County re-
cently joined the United for ALICE network
— a national movement to raise awareness
about this growing but often hidden popula-
tion in our communities.

In 2022 in Dodge County, 24% of house-
holds were ALICE, compared to the state av-
erage of 26%, and 5% of Dodge County
households were in poverty, compared to the
state average of 10%. This means in Dodge
County, 2,215 households are struggling,
with 28% percent below the ALICE Thresh-
old.

ALICE in Minnesota: A Study of Financial
Hardship shows that while wages were in-
creasing, so too were costs. For a family of
four with an infant and a preschooler, the
basic costs to live and work in Minnesota, ex-
cluding tax credits, rose from $63.,444 in
2021 to $77,304 a year later.

Compounding the issue in 2022 was the
loss of up to $15,000 in federal child tax cred-
its and stimulus payments that this family had
access to in 2021.In 2022, household costs in
Dodge County for a single adult ($28,740)
and a family of four ($80,832) were well
above the Federal Poverty Level of $13,590

daughter of
Haeven Quimby-
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in BPA and
Cheer
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p\ the University of
LaCrosse but not sure 4
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and $27,750 respectively.

“There is no doubt, bigger paychecks
helped, but inflation and the loss of pan-
demic supports converged to keep ALICE
trapped,” said United Way of Olmsted
County President Jerome Ferson. “This lat-
est data is a reminder that while we have
made some progress, our work is far from
over.”

The findings in this one-year period are
consistent with a more than decade-long
trend: Since the end of the Great Recession,
despite some ups and downs, the number of
ALICE households in Minnesota has been
steadily growing. From 2010 to 2022, the
total number of households rose by 10%,
households in poverty increased by 1% —
and the number of ALICE households grew
by 33%.

“The data is showing persistent and wide-
spread financial hardship — a red flag that
the current system isn't working for ALICE,”
said Stephanie Hoopes, Ph.D., United For
ALICE National Director. “Current policy
has not been enough to break down the bar-
riers that trap ALICE households in finan-
cial hardship, from lack of access to housing
and childcare that’s affordable, to inadequate
community supports such as broadband in-
ternet."

Additional insights include:

* From 2010 to 2022, people age 65 and
over made up the fastest-growing age group
in Minnesota — and the group with the
largest increase (44%) in the number of
households struggling to make ends meet.

* Racial disparities persisted in the rates of
financial hardship; 60% of Black, 58% of
American Indian/Alaska Native, and 45% of
Hispanic households in Minnesota were ei-
ther in poverty or ALICE in 2022, compared
to 34% of white households.

* Food assistance continued to elude many
vulnerable families in Minnesota. Partly due
to the SNAP income eligibility level in the
state (200% of the Federal Poverty Level),
only 32% of all Minnesota households in

V

DO YOU
HAVE A
STORY IDEA?

E-mail:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

poverty and 13% of all ALICE households
participated in SNAP in 2022.

To read the report and access online, inter-
active dashboards that provide data on finan-
cial hardship at the state, county and local
levels, visit UnitedForALICE.org/Minnesota

Thank you to the First Alliance Credit
Union Foundation for supporting the ALICE
launch.

About United Way of Olmsted County

United Way of Olmsted County (UWOC) is
a community change organization with the
mission to unite people and resources to im-
prove lives in our community.

We fight for the health, education, and fi-
nancial stability of every person in our com-
munity in a variety of ways: we collaborate
with local organizations, businesses, and
community leaders to mobilize their expert-
ise and resources; we accelerate impact by
strengthening systems and cultivating leaders
to build a community where all people can
thrive, regardless of race or place; and we par-
ticipate in a collective effort that empowers
local residents to create lasting transforma-
tions in their own communities through our
focus on community-driven change.

We now serve Dodge, Fillmore, Olmsted,
and Winona Counties.

About United For ALICE

United For ALICE is a U.S. research organ-
ization driving innovation, research and ac-
tion to improve life across the country for
ALICE (Asset Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed) and for all. Through the develop-
ment of the ALICE measurements, a compre-
hensive, unbiased picture of financial
hardship has emerged. Harnessing this data
and research on the mismatch between low-
paying jobs and the cost of survival, ALICE
partners convene, advocate and collaborate
on solutions that promote financial stability
at local, state and national levels. This grass-
roots ALICE movement, led by United Way
of Northern New Jersey, has spread to 31
states and includes United Ways, corpora-
tions, nonprofits and foundations in Arkansas,
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida,
Georgia, Hawai‘i, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana,
Towa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland,
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, New Jer-
sey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Ore-
gon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, Washington,
Washington, D.C., West Virginia and Wis-
consin; we are United For ALICE. For more
information, visit: UnitedForALICE.org

A PLAN FOR EVERYONE

¢ Health

o Life
e Annuities e [RA’s
* Employee Benefits

* Medicare Supplements/Part D

Prouiding owr clients with the best covenage and value
for then cwoanance needs for more than 50 years.

FAHNING & ASSOCIATES uc

Beth Hanggi

35 W. Main St., Dodge Center  507-374-6342 ¢ www.fahningandassocs.com

* Long Term Care




Page 14 - DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER - September 18, 2024

We’re Always Here to Serve You, Even When Our Lobby is Closed

MBT Bank understands that life can be busy and sometimes complicated. That's why we offer online banking for your personal

finances. Through an online banking account you can check account balances, pay bills online and make other convenient
financial transactions.

Your monthly statements can also be delivered online through MBT Bank’s eStatements. Not only are you helping out the
environment, but your monthly statements are organized neatly and securely within your online banking account.

Our How-To Library at www.mbtbank.bank gives you access to tutorials and directions to utilize our online services.

* Enroliment
You can sign up for Online Banking by clicking the Enroll link in the login box on our homepage and following the prompts or
by contacting a customer service representative.

+ eStatements
If you are already an online banking customer you can sign up for eStatements by logging in to online banking,
click on any account, and click the documents tab. For further instruction, please reference our eStatement directions
(Opens in a new Window) or contact us.

* Mobile Apps: MBT2Go
Available for download in the App Store & Google Play. From the app you can transfer funds, pay bills online, and track
spending & set budgets with MyMoney.

* Mobile Apps: MyCardRules

MyCardRules is an easy-to-use app that lets you set card conftrols, add restrictions and receive fransaction alerts. Available
for download on Google Play or App Store.

www.mbtbank.bank

Member @
Austin | Blooming Prairie | Dodge Center | Hayfield | Mantorville | Rochester FDIC

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER
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Magnesium\

By Noel Aldrich, PhD, CNS
Licensed Nutritionist

\

Benjamin Franklin is quoted as saying, “An
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of
cure.” When talking about the impact of
magnesium on your health, this is especially
true. Magnesium is the sixth most abundant
mineral in your body and is involved in more
than 300 essential chemical reactions to keep
your body active and healthy. The healthy
adult male requires 420 milligrams per day,
while the healthy adult female requires 320
milligrams per day. This small amount is not
even one-tenth of an ounce, and yet about
75% of Americans are deficient in daily mag-
nesium.

Your body will begin to show symptoms
when it is missing essential nutrients because
these nutrients are the original building
blocks used to make your body. While med-
ication may lessen a symptom for a season,

human respiratory pathogen.

the only true way to eliminate that symptom
is to identify the necessary ingredients your
body is signaling to receive. So what are
some symptoms that may indicate your body
is not getting enough magnesium?

Osteoporosis — More than 10 million Amer-
icans are experiencing decreased bone den-
sity. While many assume or have been told to
take calcium supplements, this is not suffi-
cient. Magnesium is needed to transport cal-
cium where it needs to go in the body, and
magnesium is also a component of strong
bone tissue. Long term magnesium defi-
ciency is associated with decreased bone den-
sity.

Restless Leg Syndrome — a nerve condition
that can produce unwanted leg movements
that decrease the quality of sleep each night.
Magnesium is a critical mineral for proper
nerve activity. Deficiency of magnesium can
result in improper communication between
the brain and muscles resulting in leg
twitches and uncontrolled muscle responses.
Restless leg symptoms have been decreased
with consistent magnesium supplementation.

Diabetes — is becoming one of the leading
health concerns in the United States. More
than 1/3 of the population is challenged with
effective control of blood sugar. Magnesium
is an essential mineral to aid in the effective
control of blood sugar. Magnesium helps the
cells of the body to respond quickly to in-
sulin. Without magnesium, cells become in-
sulin resistant and will not absorb the sugar
molecule the insulin is bringing to the cell.

High Blood Pressure — The body is having
difficulty relaxing partly because of a lack of

“The pathogen is a small bacterium with a relatively small amount of genetic material,” Dr.
Needle says. “It really looks like it's something new to the canine respiratory microbiome — a
new pathogen that has not been described before.”

Dr. Needle needed funding to pursue the follow-up studies required to understand this new
disease-causing agent. Thankfully, he reached out to the AKC Canine Health Foundation
(CHF), a nonprofit organization dedicated to advancing the health of all dogs by funding
scientific research and sharing health information to help prevent, treat and cure canine
disease. CHF seeks to support ground-breaking research in response to the ever-changing
health needs of dogs. It was a perfect match!

With more than $300,000 invested by CHF and its donors, Dr. Needle and his team are now
studying the exact genetic composition of the CIRD pathogen. They are also examining the
entire microbiome of the canine respiratory tract, identifying which viruses, bacteria, and fungi
are present in healthy dogs and those with various respiratory diseases.

“This information will greatly improve our understanding of canine respiratory disease,” Dr.
Needle says. “We can look at how a dog’s respiratory tract responds to various infectious
agents. Ultimately, we hope to use this information to develop treatment strategies that help all
dogs recover from CIRD and in a shorter period of time.”

Dr. Needle remains enthusiastic about identifying and describing the new respiratory
pathogen. “We are going to find this bacterium!” he continues. “The work is intellectually
stimulating. But even better, it serves the public and our animal communities. I'm a dog owner
too and happy that we can impact the clinical care of our pets.”

nutrients that will help the body to relax.
Magnesium and potassium are two essential
minerals the body will use to relax. Magne-
sium helps muscles to relax. Both the heart
and the blood vessel muscles need magne-
sium to be able to relax. When an individual
is brought to the Emergency Room with a
heart attack, magnesium will be one of the
first supplements provided to help get the
heart muscle in a more relaxed state.

Additional conditions associate with mag-
nesium deficiency include: vertigo, consti-
pation, heart arrythmia, anxiety and panic
attacks, depression, brain fog, migraine
headaches, and colon cancer. According to
Dr. Norman Shealy, "Every known illness is
associated with a magnesium deficiency.
Magnesium is the most critical mineral re-
quired for electrical stability of every cell in
the body. A magnesium deficiency may be re-
sponsible for more diseases than any other
nutrient."

Magnesium rich food sources are necessary
to help you keep a healthy balance in this
stressful time we live in. Avoid processed
foods that do not have any magnesium in

Submit your engagement,
wedding or
birth announcement.
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Ganine Infectious Respiratory Disease: New Research Insights

Canine Infectious Respiratory Disease Complex (CIRD), often called “kennel cough,” is a highly contagious respiratory disease of dogs. It is caused by numerous
bacteria and viruses such as Bordetella bronchiseptica, various Mycoplasma bacteria, parainfluenza virus, canine influenza virus, and more. The classic clinical
sign of CIRD is a dry, honking cough, but other signs including eye or nose discharge and fever can been seen. Pneumonia can develop, but is often due to
bacterial infections that take hold when the immune system is weakened by the primary infectious agent.

Thankfully, most cases of CIRD resolve within 7-10 days with supportive care consisting of rest and cough suppressants. However, in 2022 and 2023, there were
increased reports of CIRD cases in the United States. Some cases were unusually severe and did not respond to standard treatments or resolve within the usual
period of time. This led to intense debate regarding whether this was a true increase in disease incidence or just more media coverage. If there was an actual
increase in cases, was it caused by a new infectious agent? Were dogs not as resistant to typical respiratory disease agents because they were isolated and/or
not vaccinated during the COVID-19 pandemic? Or were there other factors at play?
At the University of New Hampshire’s New Hampshire Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, veterinary pathologist Dr. David Needle asked surrounding veterinary
clinics to submit swabs from the noses and throats of dogs showing signs of CIRD to study what was really happening. Collaborating with scientists at the
University of New Hampshire’s Hubbard Center for Genome Studies, Dr. Needle and his team examined the genetic material collected from the respiratory tract of
these sick dogs. They found genetic material that was not a match for any known dog respiratory pathogens. However, the DNA did resemble that of a known

634-6781

Sat. 8am-Noon

them. Choose almonds, cashews, and pump-
kin seeds, as well as black beans, lima beans,
and quinoa. Magnesium is rich in seeds and
in dark green leafy vegetables. Therefore,
kale, spinach, and collard greens will be good
sources of magnesium. There is no danger of
overconsuming magnesium from food
sources.

Contact me to discuss your health goals for
2024. I can help you reach those health goals
with whole food plans customized to your
specific needs. You can contact me at nutri-
tionproportion@gmail.com, or check out my
website at www.nutritionproportion.net

*Information and opinions expressed in this
article are those of the author and may not
reflect those of The Messenger.

Watch your ears!

Common ag related hearing hazzards:
Tractors without cab, grain dryers,
power saws & chain saws.

Voted Best in
Mower County

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019

& 2020
AUSTIN
701 W Oakland Ave
507-433-4144 FIND OUT IF YOUR
ROCHESTER | HEARING HAS ALREADY
2150 2nd St SW, Suite 130 | BEENAFPECTED BY
507-322-4241 Call us for a
OWATONNA free screening today!
685 Bridge St. Suite 1B
507-451-3879 q AMY SWAI N
WASECA { HEARING
118 North State Street CENTERS
507-521-2758 www.amyswainheari com

915 N. Mantorville Ave., Kasson

M-W-F 8am-5pm; Tues-Thurs 8am-7pm;

Brought to You By:

17 Airport Road N.
Dodge Center, MN

374-2125

M-F 8am to 5pm; Sat. 8am to Noon
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Terrance Lorclh
Family Farm
Nominated for
the Dodge Soil
and Water
Conservation
District's
2024
Conservationist

& of the Year

The Dodge Soil and Water Conservation
District has awarded the Terrance Lorch Fam-
ily Farm as the 2024 Conservationist of the
Year. Terry Lorch has been farming since
1969, and now owns and operates over 350
acres in Mantorville and Wasioja townships
in Dodge County. Once moving onto the farm
in 1980, he started planting over 1,400 linear
feet of trees around his new farmstead. The
mix of deciduous and conifer trees provide a
windbreak helping with energy conservation,
and wildlife habitat.

Terry has been working with the Dodge Soil
and Water Conservation District since he
started farming in the late 1960’s. He cur-
rently runs a wheat / soybean rotation, and has

Do you
need help
with your
toenails?

Registered nurse and certified
foot care nurse will trim your nails
in your home.

Joyful Feet Foofcare

Phone: 507-475-1434 (okay to text)
Email: joyfulfeet@yahoo.com

worked with the Dodge Soil and Water Con-
servation District and United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture — Natural Resources
Conservation Service to transition to no-till
farming for his wheat, and uses minimal
tillage when planting soybeans. In the 1980’s
he worked with David Delzer from the
Dodge Soil and Water Conservation District
to install four water and sediment control
basins on the southern side of his farm, and in
the 2010°s in partnership with the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service, he installed
two more on the northern portion of his prop-
erty. Terry also worked with the Dodge Soil
and Water Conservation District along with
the Natural Resources Conservation Service
throughout the years to install six grassed wa-
terways on his land, totaling more than 8,300
linear feet.

Today Terry is experimenting with cover
crops, including adding oats in with his fer-
tilizer applications. He’s looking forward to
continuing to work with the Dodge Soil and
Water Conservation District on ways to im-
prove his operation either though cover crops,
and if needed, though additional conservation
structural. He believes we have to take care of
our soil now, so we will have something to
farm in future generations.

Please join us in congratulating the Terrance
Lorch Family Farm as the Dodge Soil and
Water Conservation District’s 2024 Conser-
vationist of the year!

* Residential, Commercial & Ag

» New Installation p
- Electrical Repair D
- Electrical Inspections

Count on us for quality workmanship
and trusted advice in handling of your
electrical troubleshooting,
repair and installation needs.

Warranty
"o
- Locally Owned/Licensed Electrician -

-
-

1 Yea‘r ‘e

Labor <
-
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Changes in Latitudeh
Changes in Attitudes

Vacation Homes
and Winter

By Terry Campbell

This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.

Terry now splits his time between Minnesota
\\when its warm here and Tennessee

when it’s cold here.

I built our home on Kentucky Lake in 2021.
I had purchased the land a few years earlier
but kind of left it alone while we worked on
other projects. I hadn’t scoped out the prop-
erty before purchasing it, because it was sort
of an impulse buy. I was quite surprised to
find it was right over the hill from the lake.
Once the leaves came off the trees, I could
see the water.

As I started to rough in the structure I began
to fall in love with the area. It was peaceful
and so quiet. There was nobody around. Just
my neighbor Gloria and her two beautiful
Golden retrievers who came by every day to
visit. She lived about a half mile up the road
and would drive her golf cart over so see the
crazy longhaired guy building a house all by
himself. These were all rich people who hire
everything done. I think they were intrigued
by the working class in action.

What I learned with time was that all these
houses along the lake were summer homes
for most of the owners. Big beautiful homes.
Million-dollar properties with $150,000
boats sitting in a shed next to the house. All
vacant during the winter. After I finished the
house and we were living there, I would walk
the dog up to the lake and along the road
where all these fancy, empty homes were lo-
cated. About one in ten had a resident. They

did show up over Christmas and New Year
and then vanished again. The year-round res-
idents soon became our friends. They are al-
ways happy to visit when I go by. John at
the end of Dogwood mows our lawn and
trims weeds all summer. He makes a living
mowing everyone’s lawn in the area. Harry
is a retired farmer from Illinois, who lives
about a mile down the road from us. He has
a John Deere tractor with a loader. He loaded
the logs on my trailer, landscaped our prop-
erty and bladed gravel for our driveways.
Bob and Linda live across the valley from us
and keep an eye on our house when we are
gone.

Building this house down by the lake was
relaxing for me. [ would work on the news-
paper all morning online and then drive over
from our small farm by Dover, to build all
afternoon. A half-hour drive each way. The
hardware store in Dover was also a lumber
yard so I could pick up supplies on the way
for each day. The only downside was that the
pandemic panic had driven the price of lum-
ber sky high. I was paying $9 per 2x4, dur-
ing 2021. Pretty shocking to haul $1,000 of
lumber to the building site each day. Fortu-
nately, I had drawn up the plans for the
house two years prior and I had purchased
all the exterior log siding and interior rustic
pine tongue and groove lumber while prices
were good, and they were stored on the car
trailer in the pole shed on the farm.

My plan had been to spend a couple win-
ters completing this project and enjoy the
summers in Minnesota. But the spring of
2022 ushered in an overheated housing mar-
ket and when my wife listed our hobby farm
outside of Dover, she had an offer in four
days. Suddenly I was going to finish a house
in four months, or we wouldn’t have a win-
ter home to go to. I worked from 6am to
10pm seven days a week. Just like farming,
only I was quite a lot older now. July and
August are quite hot in Tennessee, everyday
can reach 100 degrees. I got the house but-
toned up before we closed on the old one and
then spent the rest of the year finishing the
interior.

Back to the million-dollar mansions on the
lake shore. We got in the habit of driving the
golf cart for miles along the waterfront roads
each day with the dogs. Smaller gravel roads
lead away from the paved roads and down

I cSpecz’aﬁ’zm g 112 (2/121'7118 gewe/ry,
Clocks & OGustom 71“0/051'633

Local Convenience | Hometown Service | Small Town Savings

TATGE JEWELRY

625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN 55946 ¢ (507) 789.6522 or 1.800-58- TATGE
5 tatgej ewelry.com p.

\ !

these little paths you find a different life. Old
run-down shacks where the hillbilly’s live
looking right out of a century ago. Some you
wouldn’t think were habitable but the lights
were on. Most were surrounded by years of
junk and trash. We have seen houses with so
much garbage in front of the door, one can

hardly get through. It is sad to find that
within a mile from the most affluent lifestyle
was a most depressing and primitive one.
Most of these were home to people with no
motivation to pick up after themselves or try
and improve their lifestyle. The locals call
them hillbilly’s.

A Minnesotunh
State Fair

By RosaLin Alcoser

o

The Minnesota State Fair is something to
look forward to with great anticipation.

Unless you are one of the Minnesotans,
like me, who did not think through living
near the State Fair grounds before moving
there.

For everyone else it is a time to be ex-
cited about. From the farm expositions, 4-
H projects, musicians, to the rides
everyone has something to look forward to
at the fair. The thing I have heard most
about this year has been the food from my

co-workers. Mostly about the variety of

things that have been deep fried. The most
heavily discussed one has been the new
deep fried ranch dressing that has been
there this year. While no one I have spoken
to has actually tried this it has been one of
the more curious deep fried foods I have
ever heard of.

While I did not go this year I have gone
before in years. My favorite trip to the
Minnesota State Fair was the year we went
as soon as the gates opened. Which is re-
ally the ideal time to go to the fair.

That year we had a great parking spot at
the fairgrounds and got in before it started
getting crowded. We had a great time walk-
ing around before everything was open
drinking coffee from the Farmers of Amer-
ica stand while eating mini-donuts. If you
have never had mini-donuts for breakfast I
would highly recommend doing so.

By the time we had been there roughly
eight hours we were tired of the fair and
ready to go at about 1PM or 2PM. Which
is just about the time the fair really starts
to get overly crowded in my opinion. We
had seen all of the attractions we had
wanted to see and tried all the fun fair
foods we had gone for. Making a perfect
trip to the State Fair.
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Watch Our Facebook Page for Updates!
- ON/OFF SALE -

Closed Mondays; Tuesday-Friday: Bar 11am-Close; Kitchen 4-8pm
Saturday: Bar 1Tam-Close; Kitchen 11am-9pm
Sunday: Bar 1-9pm < Kitchen 1-8pm
Main Street, Dennison * Phone 507-782-9061 ==

Steaks - Seafood
Burgers
Sandwiches
Salads
10 Tap Beers
Full Bar - Off Sale
4-Season Patio!

DAILY FEATURES

WEDNESDAY Enjoy Our Jumbo” Wings Specials! BBQ Rib Dinner - 1/2 or Full Rack (begins at 4:00p.m.)

THURSDAY $3.50 All Taps, Domestic Bottles, Rail Drinks! Taco Specials! Fajita Specials!
160z. Margarita Special

FINALLY FRIDAY A/f You Can Eat Fish Dinner
SATURDAY Hand Battered Jumbo Shrimp or Slow Roasted Prime Rib
SUNDAY Enjoy Our Sunday Breakfast Beginning at 9a.m. and Sunday Pasta Features

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN
Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM; Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
Bon Open faten
RESERVATIONS STRONGLY SUGGESTED. CALL 507-645-9992. ﬂ
www.firesidelounge.net

House Smoked
BBQ Food, Cold Drinks
and
LIVE MUSIC!

Watch our Facebook Page Daily Specials &
Weekend Entertainment!

Check Out Our Website!

RBAR-RANDOLPH.BIZ

Great Way to Keep Up on All Our Live Events!
4354 292nd St E, Randolph
507-646-0107
rbar.randolph@gmail.com
Monday 3:00pm-9:00pm
Tuesday-Thursday 11:00am-11:00pm; Friday & Saturday |1:00am-1:00am
Sunday |1:00am-9:00pm

Greals Fosd. » Strong Coffec

Daily Lunch Specials « Delicious Desserts

M-F 7:30am to 7:30pm
Sat. 7am to 2pm
Closed Sundays

125 Main Street
Wanamingo, MN

(Where Good Coffee and. Good Friends Meet! 507-824-2969

PICK UP
ONE OF
OUR
DELICIOUS
SALADS OR
WRAPS!

LOCATED NEAR

Don’t Let THE BACK
Your Hurry ENTRANCE
OF THE
Come Before RESTAURANT
Your Hunger! AT
208 N. CEDAR,
OWATONNA
CHECK OUT OUR 507-455-9260 BOOK YOUR
MANY NEW MON-TUES-WED-THURS TIAM-9PM FALL & WINTER EVENTS!
LUNCH & DINNER FRIDAY TIAM-9PM Banquet Hall,
MENU ITEMS! g1 3:000-9:00M - SUN Closip  Seating Up 0 300

DRINKS ¢ APPETIZERS * SANDWICHES
BURGERS ° SALADS * WRAPS * DESSERTS

DAILY SPECIALS

Closed Mon.; Tues-Thut 11am-9pm; F1i-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm
111 West Main Steet, Kasson, MN
507-634-3133

MENU OR

BUFFET

Cannot be used with
other offers.

1090 %E.......

with ad

Hours: Monday: 11am-10pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-10pm

507-451-9666

15% 2F.....

SANDWICHES * BURGERS * BBQ

1832 South Cedar Owatonna MIN
507-214-0701
Monday-Thursday 11am-9pm
Friday-Saturday 11am-10pm; Sunday 11am-7pm f

Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner

Generous portions,
friendly service and delicious
homestyle cooking
anytime!

30 Main Street
Dodge Center, MN 55927

TRY OUR
DAILY
SPECIALS!

10% OFF with this ad

Good Monday-Friday. Expires September 30, 2024.

Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm
507-633-3333

| ]

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH, DINNER

BURGERS, ESPRESSO
HOTDISH
ICE CREAM

TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

635 2nd Street, Kenyon
Hours:
Tues.- Sat. 7Tam to 8pm; Sunday 8am to 1pm
Closed Mondays
507-789-1100

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Indoor Dining or Pick Up

10% OFF

with this ad

Good Monday-Friday. One coupon per meal.
Expires September 30, 2024

SENIOR CITIZENS MENU
(55 and Older)

DAILY BREAKFAST, LUNCH,
DINNER SPECIALS

COME SEE OUR NEW MENU

Bamily Jare at Great Prices
Hours:
Sunday-Wednesday 6:00am-3:00pm
Thursday-Saturday 6:00am-8:00pm
1160 Frontage Road, Owatonna
507-444-4000

1011 Hoffman Dr
Owatonna
507-451-2585
M-F 7am-7pm
Sat-Sun 7am-2pm
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THEME: AT THE SUPERMARKET
ACROSS

1. Marriott hotel chain

6. Lockheed Martin Corporation @NYSE
9. Desert in central Asia

Tinder user?

Distinctive period in history
Munchausen's title

Likewise

Campfire leftover

Jason Bateman/Laura Linney TV drama
*Traditionally clipped

*OS in POS at the supermarket
Bro's sibling

" there, done that"

T in Greek

FBI's cold one

Windshield , pl.

"The for Red October"
Coach of Dallas Mavericks
Bow's partner

Black and white killer

Be in accord

First word in fairy tale

Formerly known as Pleasant Island
Long-lasting Steelers coach
TV's "man named Brady"

*GO in BOGO

French "place"

6th sense

Adored one

What cruelty and crush have in common
*Dairy aisle package

*S&H Green

Non motorized vessel

I have

Nev.'s neighbor

Offspring, collectively

Rank above maj.

Visual

QBR in football, e.g.

Will Ferrell's Christmas classic
Like a gymnast

DOWN

1. *What registers do

2. Nonclerical

3. Football legend Graham
4. Unborn vertebrate

5. of Cancer
6. “Like freezer aisle "Cuisine"
7." Robinson" by Simon & Garfunkel

8. California/Nevada lake

9. Mediterranean Strip

10. Not written

11. Dull one

12. Pen juice

15. Home to Sarajevo

20. Port city in Japan

22. Like marines in slogan

24. Cowboy's bedding

25. Flip-flop

26. Plural of aura

27. Adam Sandler's " Gems"
29. Manual communication gesture
31. High school ball

32. Bert's TV buddy

33. Ice in a cocktail

34. *TV's "Supermarket "
36. Tropical tuber

38. *Sliced items section

42. Choose a president
45."___ we stand, divided we fall"
49. Tokyo, once

51. Adenine's partner in RNA
54. Chilled (2 words)

56. Savory taste sensation

57. *Rolling supermarket carrier
58. Dwarf buffalo

59. Type of canal, in dentistry
60. Ego's main concern

61. Surveyor's map

62. Accompanies relief

63. "Big Three" TV network

65. Radio knob, abbr.

67. ATM extra

SHIMSNV NXOANS

Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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CHECKQO UM
QUR
DUGLITAL

BANNKING
OQOPTIONS

Online Banking Mobile Banking Online Bill Pay
Cardhub E-statements Digital Wallets
Mobile Deposits Smart Deposits

www.heritagebankmn.com
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Four Candidates for Dodge Center City Council

There are two open seats on the Dodge Cen-
ter city council this year and four people have
filed for the November 5th general election.

Cathy Skogen is the incumbent seeking re-
election. Cathy filed a vacancy to start her
first year on the council and will be complet-
ing her third term at the end of this year. She
believes she brings a unique perspective being
she is the only woman on the council and lives
in the southeast part of town.

Cathy feels like a couple of the accomplish-
ments she has seen during her tenure include
getting street assessments lowered so they are
fair for everyone and getting garbage rate
pricing on a straight forward level. She also
likes going paperless for the meeting pack-
ages and the implementation of remote meet-
ing options. She would like to see all the city
street resurfaced and infrastructure completed
at least once. She is also looking forward to
the completion of the new wastewater teat-
ment plant, even though that is at least five
years off.

She believes the strengths of the community
include the large employers and big industry
in town, the good school system and low
crime rate. The town has nice recreational
areas like the golf course, swimming pool,
park, a good variety of restaurants, a grocery
store, the library and a number of churches.

On of her goals is to entice more small busi-
nesses to town and fill in Main Street store

Cathy Skogen

fronts.

Cathy has been married for forty-nine years
with four kids and nine grandchildren and
two great grandchildren. She worked for
Dodge County for thirty-five years and vol-
unteers for many organizations like Faith in
Action and is active in her church.

Braedon Dostal is a newcomer, running for
office for the first time. He thinks the current

Braedon Dostal

council is doing a good job but he would like
to see more youth in the council. One of his
goals would be to get more involvement by
the council members and help others in the
community to pay attention to what takes
place.

He is a Dodge Center native and knows all
the locals so he feels like he would be a good
communicator.

The King with Cash & Diamond Show
Returns to Dennison, September 28th

(continued from page 1)

For fans young and old, if you have ever
been to the show in Dennison or to the pop-
ular Breezy Point Resort up north in Min-
nesota, you may have caught The Memories
of Elvis Show (www.espking.com).with
Chris Olson.

You may have seen the show on the dock-
side bar at Breezy Point or the popular up
north spot, Zorbaz. Chris Olson performs
this entertaining tribute of The King, and
will be bringing his talents and show back
to DENNISON, MINNESOTA on Saturday,
September 28th. Show time will be at
7:30p.m.

This will be a rain or shine event under the
big top at the Fireside.

Doug Allen Nash will again join the show
this year with is tribute to Neil Diamond
and also his "Johnny Cash Tribute - Ameri-
can Icon". (www.dougallennash.com)

It is in this production, Nash includes one
of his own songs "June" co- written and co-
produced with Jeff Silverman in Nashville,
TN. Engineering mix by Grammy Award
Winners John Carter Cash and Chuck
Turner at Cash Cabin Studio in Henderson-
ville, TN.

You can see both of these great artists in
Dennison Saturday, September 28th.

Advance tickets are just $25.00. $30.00

day of show. Call Fireside at 507-645-9992
during normal business hours, or e-mail them
at firesideloungedennison@gmail.com to
order tickets.

You can also make dinner reservations that

evening ahead of the show. Space is lim-
ited, so make your reservations early, as
Fireside Lounge celebrates 22 years of Amy
Family Hospitality, Saturday, September
28th. (see ad on page 12)

David Myrom

Braedon is a pipeliner for a company based
out of Rochester. He is married with two
kids, and enjoys spending time with the fam-
ily, fishing and metal detecting.

David Myrom is also running for the coun-
cil for the first time. He used to work for the
city of Dodge Center as a community devel-
opment technician. His job was code en-
forcement and zoning and he worked as lead
to get the EAB grant.

David likes Dodge Center as it is like the
community he grew up in. He likes the di-
rection the city is going and knows the peo-
ple. He would like to see Dodger Days
become a bigger event.

Things he would like to accomplish on the
council would be to get more business in
town, have better communications with the
residents on things like the road construction.
He would like to provide more clarity of fu-
ture growth plans.

David grew up in St. Micheal, Minnesota
and moved to Dodge Center in 2013. He met
his wife in West Concord and he currentkly
works full time as police officer in West Con-
cord.

Matt Leglet moved to Dodge Center when
he bought a home here in 2022. He started
working washing dishes when he was ten
years old and began full time with an oil
company when he turned eighteen. He
moved on to heavy equipment as a crane op-
erator installing wind towers before joining
the Army. He retired from active duty just be-
fore he moved to town.

He feels Minnesota is a great state and there
are lots of good people in this community. He
is running for city council because he be-
lieves people matter. He served this country
in the armed forces because he believes
everyone deserves rights and protection. He
is concerned about fairness and transparency
in local government and will be an unbiased
representative and ask the questions that need
to be addressed.

Matt is a retired Army combat veteran and
has a son who just retired from the Air Force
and a daughter who is still in school.
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BCI Ck Part 3
\ By Ted Gamble

Ted Gamble is an avid runner and friend of The
Messenger. This is the third of a 3 part series on
his recent adventures. We hope you enjoy it.

The rest of the lap was somewhat unevent-
ful. We just kept going— “relentless forward
progress!”. As one racer passed us he said
the fifth lap is awful because you’ve done
everything five times and you still have to do
it once more before you’re done. He was on
the best lap, the sixth one—it is the best be-
cause each time you hit one of the harder
portions of the trail you get to think and say
to yourself, “I don’t have to do that again--
you can even give it an obscene gesture if
you want!”

Anyway so we finished lap number five.
Chad was pretty tired so he stayed there and
rested up with plans to run the loop in re-
verse so he could meet up with me some-
where along the way and then we could
finish together. It was just a few minutes
after 6 AM when we finished the fourth lap,
and it was just a few minutes before noon
when I began lap six. Still on pace.

We did some run/walk intervals a bit on the
fifth lap to build some extra cushion into the

Holly J. Burow
CPA, LLC

Certified Public Accountant
holly@hollyjcpa.com

Business and Individual
Tax Preparation

Bookkeeping Service

Payroll Service
211 Main Street ® PO Box 585
West Concord, MN 55985
Office: 507-527-2898 Cell: 507-838-2970
Fax: 507-527-2445

final lap which would probably be needed.
There was still six hours to go, but I didn’t
want to have to push it too hard, I'm already
sore and tired, and now it’s getting stressful!

With the various shortcuts and his fresher
status we assumed that Chad would be meet-
ing me before I was halfway done.

Anyway, I’'m on my own again and look-
ing forward to him Chad later on. That’s
when the hallucinations started to come hard
and often. The first one occurred where I
saw the woman with the large dog on the
side of the trail that goes down to the first
water stop; this time it was a little girl put-
ting up a garage sale sign. I thought it could
be real, this part of the trail is an old logging
road that leads to a gravel road that I’'m sure
goes by some farms and rural homes. There
could be a garage sale around here some-
where. Makes sense, right?

But once again, this was a tree stump. Ear-
lier, I wrote about trying to find the downhill
that goes down to the Sand Coulee area. As
I was moving along the trail looking for this
and not finding it, I realized that [ hadn’t seen
any of the orange ribbons along side of the
trail for quite a while.

Oh no, am I lost? Now what? I will never
finish on time now! Deep down... .here’s my
excuse...

So I backtrack for a little bit until I found
one, touched it to make sure it was real, and
then turned around assured that I was on the
right trail. I didn’t backtrack much, but it
was wasted time, and it took away from my
“relentless forward progress” motto.

It still seemed to take a while before I fi-
nally found the downhill turn. When I fi-

Hanson

Tracking
TOWING

Car Starting &
Auto Repair Service

310 State St. N, West Concord

527-2609

Finishing the ‘“Death March”

nally found it, there was a young man sitting
with his girlfriend at the top of the hill.

I’m wondering what they’re doing there?
Are they suffering as much as I? Maybe I
can rest with them a bit before we tackle
Sand Coulee, the company would be
nice..... Turns out they weren’t doing any-
thing. The young man and his girlfriend
were just a couple of bushes. Anyway, when
I finally got to the bottom there was an old
rusty pickup truck parked off to the side in
the woods. Just another large stump on the
ground.

I’m about halfway, where is Chad?

Anyway, time to climb up to the Scenic
Overlook Trail for the last time. I am not sure
if this guy was real or not, but he was sitting
on the side of the trail near the top. Shirtless
(it was pretty warm again by then) and wear-
ing a hydration pack. I looked down for a
bit, and he had moved to the last switchback.
He did not reply when I greeted him, but I
didn’t stop either. Was he real? I don’t know.

I stopped and admired the view from the top
(for the last time!) and continued down the
trail. I really like this part of the trail, and just

(continued on page 23)
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By Jim Miller

Brought to You By
Circle Drive Manor Assisted Living, LLC
“Quiet Country Living Close to Home”

Contact B an
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507-527-2424

www.cdmassistedliving.com
56733 State Hwy. 56, West Concord, MN 55985

How to Find Legal Help When You Can’t Afford a Lawyer

Dear Savvy Senior,

Can you recommend any programs or organizations that provide free
or low-cost legal services to seniors? | believe | need some professional
legal help but have limited income and very little savings.

--Almost 70

Dear Almost,

Whether you need help drawing up a will or a contract, or you'’re facing some
sort of legal jeopardy or dilemma, hiring an attorney can be expensive. Most
lawyers today charge anywhere between $100 and $300 an hour. Fortunately,
there are a number of different programs and organizations that offer free
legal advice and may help you find a free or low-cost attorney. Here’s where
look for help in your area.

Legal Aid: Directed by the Legal Services Corporation, legal aid provides
free legal assistance to low-income people of all ages. Each community
program will differ slightly in the services they offer and income qualifications.
Visit LSC.gov/find-legal-aid to locate a program near you.

LawHelp: Powered by Pro Bono Net, a national nonprofit organization,
LawHelp.org is a terrific resource that will help you locate free legal aid near
you, get answers to your legal questions and even fill out legal documents.
These free services are for people with low to moderate incomes.

Free Legal Answers: This is an online program created by the American
Bar Association that matches low-income clients with volunteer lawyers who
agree to provide brief answers online for free. This service will not answer
criminal law questions and it's not available in every state. See
ABAfreelegalanswers.org to look for a program in your state.

Senior Legal Hotlines: There are around 30 states that offer senior legal
hotlines, where all seniors over age 60 have access to free legal advice over
the telephone. To find out if this service is available in your state, go to
ProSeniors.org and click on “Resources,” followed by “U.S. Senior Legal
Hotline Directory.”

Senior Legal Services: Coordinated by the Administration on Aging, this
service may offer free or low-cost legal advice, legal assistance or access to
legal representation to people over the age of 60. Your Area Agency on Aging
can tell you what’s available in your community. Call the Eldercare Locator at
800-677-1116 to get your local number.

Local Law Schools: More than 200 university law schools across the
country have pro bono programs that offer free legal assistance provided by
law students, who are supervised by their professors. See AmericanBar.org/
groups/center-pro-bono - scroll down and click on “Directory of Law School
Public Interest and Pro Bono Programs” to locate a program near you.

Pension Rights Center: This is a nonprofit consumer organization that
provides free legal assistance for problems with pension, 401(k) or other
retirement plans. Go to PensionRights.org/find-help to search for help in your
state.

Stateside Legal: For military members, veterans, and their families,
StatesidelLegal.org provides access to free legal information and legal
assistance in your area.

National Disability Rights Network: This is a nonprofit membership
organization that provides legal assistance to people with disabilities through
their Protection and Advocacy System and Client Assistance Program. If you
are disabled, visit NDRN.org to find help in your state.

Other Options: If you can’t get help from one of these programs, or find that
you aren't eligible, another option is to contact your state or local bar
association to see if there are any volunteer lawyer projects in your area or if
they can refer you to a low-fee lawyer. To contact your state or local bar
association, go to FindLegalHelp.org.

\
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enjoyed slowly trotting along.

The next phase that I had to look forward to
was my final descent down Ant Hill.

It was really tempting to cut some corners
or take some shortcuts that would make the
journey a little easier. But, I knew deep
down that I wouldn’t/couldn’t do it. Even
though nobody would see, I would know that
Icheated. SoIdidn’t. Why even consider it,
then?

“Lord help me make it through this!” I
prayed.

Anyway, as I'm approaching Ant Hill, I
started to imagine taking a short cut along a
trail that runs along the ridge that meets up at
the top of Paddy’s hill. This would eliminate
the descent down Ant Hill and the equally
brutal trip up Paddy’s Hill. Nobody would
know, maybe if I ....and then I saw a flatbed
truck with a wooden gate around the bed
filled with about a dozen large propane
tanks--the kind that you see at older gas sta-
tions in rural areas. To the side of the truck
was a farmer and his wife. Both were wear-
ing flannel shirts—that’s weird, it’s kinda hot
today, I thought. He was posing next to the
truck while his wife was taking photos. He
looked very proud. There were others stand-
ing behind the truck. There’s no way I can
take my shortcut now!

As I turned onto Ant Hill the entire scene
disintegrated into the trees and bushes that
were always there.

Maybe only five miles to go? I glanced at
my phone and it’s getting close to 4:30.
About 90 minutes to go.

Normally, on any other day this would not
be a big deal. But, today was different. I
have been up for roughly 36 hours, and been
moving since 8 AM the day before.

Am I going to make it? Everything hurts,
I’m tired, and starting to worry. I just want
this to be done.

As T got to the bottom of Ant Hill just be-
fore making the turn up on Paddy’s Hill I
saw a guy come off the road, and he is

Traxler Law
PLLC

traxlerlaw.com

Ann Traxler
Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS

e Wills, Trusts, & Estates

e Farm and Business
Transition Planning

e General Practice

e Probate

4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420

ann@traxlerlaw.com

“sneaking” (high stepping it, elbows out,
looking from side to side—did I really just
see that?) onto Paddy’s Hill. He just gets on
the hill and starts hiking up, did he just cheat?

That makes me kind of mad!

Maybe it bothered me because earlier on I
had thought about doing the exact same
thing. At the bottom of the Scenic Overlook
Trail there is a road that cuts to where the
bottom of Ant Hill and Paddy’s Hill join up.
Taking that route cuts a few miles off the
route, and eliminates a couple of very tough
hills. But, I also knew as soon as I had the
thought that if I cheated I would regret it be-
cause I would know that I cheated, even if no
one else did.

Anyway, I followed him up the hill and did
not see him again until I passed him about a
mile later just before starting the final “Death
March”. He looked like he was in a lower
place than I was, no wonder he took a short
cut!

Just before leaving the woods, I could see a
few people running up the gravel road. What
is going on? Maybe they re aid station work-
ers getting a little exercise?

When I got on the road I notice off on the
side in there were three or four people sitting
in camp chairs enjoying some cold drinks.
Only they weren’t there. More hallucina-
tions.

Even weirder than the hallucinations was
the fact that they were coming so often and I
did not think it was weird. It just was.

There was a small portable TV on the side
of the road that probably should have been a
hallucination but wasn’t. It was really there
and had been since the first lap. Thankfully,
nothing was playing on the TV whenever I
saw it. Now, that would have been weird!

One of the aid station workers that was run-
ning on the road approached me and asked
me if I needed any help to finish this thing.

“I will take any help that you can give!” I
replied, grateful for the offer.

We exchanged introductions, her name was
Jeannie and she was from Milwaukee. She
was here to

“give back to the community”. It seems
foolish now, but I had to ask if she was real,
I had been seeing too many things that
weren’t for the last few hours.

She was real all right. We started down the
hill together and she reassured me that we
had plenty of time to make it. As long as I
crossed the finish line before 6PM, I would
be happy. But Jeannie had other ideas and
wanted to push me. She wanted a bigger
cushion than I did. Why? I don’t know; she
was kind of harsh.

Hey, where was Chad? He should have
been here hours ago!

“I can see physically you’re wasted, but
mentally you still have something in the tank.
Now let’s run to that tree. Not that tree—the
next one! Keep going!”

I would have preferred Chad; he would
have been nicer to me.

I told Jeannie that I was still expecting him,
even though he was late. But, remember my
prayer earlier? Jeannie was an answered
prayer—God gives you what you need, not
what you want.

We cross the bridge, for the final time.

(continued on page 24)
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Now we’re now on the last stretch of road be-
fore the turn back into the campground and
the Finish Line.

“Hey, is that your buddy coming towards
us?”’

It was Nick and Linda.

“Yes, but not the one I was expecting! Hey,
and that’s my wife, too!”

I was really happy to see them; seeing Linda
was an extra surprise.

But, I was not finished yet, I still had about
a half mile to go. Eventually, finally, we see
the sign indicating the turn into the camp-
ground.

And the Finish Line.

Suddenly, it wasn’t hard to run. I trotted
into the campground following the line of or-
ange flags to the Finish. As I passed our tents,
I noticed my daughter, Katey, sitting out front.
She jumped out of the chair and headed to the
Finish to meet me.

I didn’t expect to see a lot of people there,
but some of my crew was there and there
were several race volunteers still hanging out.
They probably had to stay until everyone was
finished.

When I crossed the finish line, I expected
elation. But I was too wore out and there was
only relief. The people that were still there
cheered as [ was handed my belt buckle and
a wooden race medal was placed around my
neck.

Then I had the honor of signing the Zum-
bro 100 Finishers poster. My name next to
the legends of Zumbro.

Derrick and Chris waited see me finish.
The rest of our group had packed up and left.
Chad had fallen asleep—that’s why he never
met me. He woke up from his nap, and was
there too.

Pretty soon Nick and Linda joined us.

I was officially the last finisher. Number 44
out of 69 that started. So, really, technically,
not last!

As I conclude, I'm thinking back to my fa-
ther’s question above, “Why the hell do you
want to do that?” Well, here’s an answer
from Dean Karnazes that I really like:

“Western culture has it a little backwards
right now. We think that if we have every
comfort available to us, we’ll be happy. We
equate comfort with happiness. And now

Adding my name to the 100 Mile Finisher poster. I’'m grabbing wood below so I don’t

fall over.

we’re so comfortable, we’re miserable.
There’s no struggle in our lives. No sense of
adventure. We get in a car, we get in an ele-
vator, sit at a desk. It’s all comes so easy.

What I've found is that I'm never more alive
than when I'm pushing, and I'm in pain, and
I’'m struggling. And in that struggle, I think
there’s a magic.”

Craft
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2024 MIN State Fair- Triton FFA

Anna Ridenour- Goat Show

* Champion Commercial Pair of Doelings

¢ Champion Commercial Doeling

¢ Reserve Champion Commercial Doeling

e Champion Commercial Yearling Doe

¢ Grand Champion Breeding Female

* Reserve Grand Champion Breeding Female
e Champion Live Carcass Goat

e Grand Champion Graduate Showmanship

* Reserve Grand Champion Pair of Market Goats

e Champion Lightweight Market Goat

* Reserve Champion Middleweight Market Goat

Elyssa Robinson

¢ Grand Champion Advanced Dairy Showman

¢ Exhibited two head in the swine show
Noah Kasper

¢ Exhibited two Simmental Breeding Heifers

John Moenning
¢ Exhibited swine in the FFA show

The school year
has begun, and it is
off to a great start.
The first couple of
weeks always give
you a feel for what
the rest of the
school year is
going to be like,
and this year feels
great. With only a
couple of new
teachers this year,
it feels like we have been able to pick up
where we left off this past spring. Many of
the interventions and hard work of our staff
has certainly been shown in the release of
our MCA results. The score of an MCA
test is a number that is associated with a
student, that documents how well they did
on that test on that one day in time. There
are a variety of things that can influence
that score, and we do our best to try to
make sure that students put away any anx-
iety or distractions, but the reality is that
some days students do not do their best,
while others may have their best day ever.
It is a measure from one point of time that

Craig Schlichting
Superintendent

Cobra Communications

we use in conjunction with a variety of other
tools to best determine how well a student is
learning. We don’t entirely rely on one score
to tell us how well a student is doing in
school. Focusing on each individual student,
and how they are doing and what they need
to improve is what is most important when
it comes to learning because students all
have different needs, and they are so much
more than a test score!

Success can certainly be measured in the
number of students that pass an exam, and
then compare that percentage to the percent-
age of another school. I can remember a time
when the scores from our district didn’t look
very good when compared to some of the
surrounding districts, that simply isn’t the
case anymore. Not only are we competing
for the top scores we are seeing growth
scores from students that are amazing. I
know that these scores are often used to
measure the “success” of a school for those
that want to simplify learning into a compe-
tition like a football game. Only that use of
test scores totally misses the true importance
of a score. These types of comparison lack
many important details that don’t show up on
a test score. Over the years our district has

continued to improve in our overall scores,
but the way we are doing it is the most im-
portant part of the story. We are helping stu-
dents improve and seeing growth from
students that is off the charts and that is
something to celebrate.

The first digit in an MCA test score refers to
the grade level of the exam. So, a 300-test
score would be for a third-grade student.
These tests begin at the third-grade level and
continue all the way up to 1100 for Juniors
that take the math exam. In grades 3-8 the
students take the math and reading exams.
They take the science exams in 5th, 8th and
10th grades. The high school students take
the reading exams in 10th grade and the math
exams in 11th grade. The tests are different
from grade to grade, so it is tricky to com-
pare a 3rd grade score to a 4th grade score
based on the final score. They are different
tests measuring each grade levels standards.
The scores are broken down into one of four
categories, does not meet, partially meets,
meets and exceeds standards.

An example of a score that I am very happy
with is our 10th grade science students. Even
though the score that they obtained was
lower than it has been in the past few years,

for this group of students, there was a 33%
increase in the number of students that
were proficient compared to the last time
they took the test in 8th grade. Another ex-
ample of growth that is something to cele-
brate is when a student may jump a level
from one year to the next. For example, a
student score “does not meet” one year and
ends up in the “meets standards” the next
year. Or a student that goes from “partially
meets” to “exceeds standards” in one year.
While the data on individual students is pri-
vate data, when you see the growth that stu-
dents are making in your district, it is worth
noting that our students are doing great
things.

Please reach out to me with any questions
that you may have regarding our school
district. You can email me at schlich@tri-
ton.k12.mn.us or you can call me at 507-
418-7530 to reach me at the district office.
I would be happy to set up a time to meet
with you or your organization. Communi-
cation is an important aspect of my job re-
sponsibility, and I welcome the opportunity
to gain experience from your perspective.
GO COBRAS!

#WeAreTriton
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Triton Grads: Where are they now?

Stephanie Krause, Triton Class of 2016

By Christi Runnells
Once the senior class graduates, I always
wonder where they end up and what they’re
doing these days. This school year I’d like to
showcase some of our awesome Triton alums!
Nine months of the school year means nine
graduates and we’ll start 9 graduation years
ago with the Class of 2016.
Student: Stephanie Krause
Graduation Year: 2016
Current City: Oronoco
Stephanie was involved in FFA during her
time at Triton and says that her favorite mem-
ories during her high school years were the
bus rides to the World’s Toughest Rodeo with
the FFA chapter. She has some hilarious sto-

ries she thought it was better to keep to her-
self. Stephanie says that her experience at
Triton prepared her for the real world, espe-
cially time management. As she aptly ex-
plained the ‘real world,” ““You have no one to
babysit you to get your stuff done!”

Today Steph is a travel agent and owner of
Traveling is the Best! agency. She loves it,
especially helping other people plan their va-
cations. (If you are in need of a travel agent
you can reach her at Stephanie@travelingis-
thebest.com or 507-990-7390 or check out
her facebook business page). “I would be
happy to help you plan your next vacation!”

Steph’s advice for current Triton high
school students is to enjoy your time now as
a student because before you know it, you’ll
be graduating and off to that real world! She
would also like to give a special shout out to
her favorite teacher, Mr. Rathbun (now re-
tired). She recalls that he could always

brighten her day, even if he did give her a Pack Go!
hard time about being a Packers fan (espe- Thank you for updating us, Stephanie!
cially when they played the Vikings). Go

Triton Public Schools
www.triton.k12.mn.us
#WeAreTriton
#SomosTriton

Triton Public Schools would like to sincerely thank
all the community members, organizations, and
businesses that have donated school supplies and
funding at the beginning of this school year.

A special gift was given to the music programl
The donation of the Baby Grand Fiano by the
Barb Gilliland Family in the High School Choir room.
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TRITON COMMUNITY ED YOUTH ENRICHMENT 507-418-7550

Tech Academy Camps for Youth

Our virtual camps feature engaging interactive instruction in a collaborative learning en-
vironment. For each session, students will also be given access to our online classroom,
which will feature recordings of the lessons and a curriculum guide with all the steps cov-
ered in class, along with instructions for project extensions. To protect students’ privacy, we
do not share videos of the actual classes, but we will have follow-along recordings review-
ing the instructions and activities done in class. Parents will be given the option to sign up
on our classroom page for a reminder email and text before the class begins. We will be
using Zoom for all our classes. An email will contain all the information students need to
prepare for our Virtual Camps and will be sent to the email indicated on the registration.
Registration will close 2 days before the start of classes.

Home Technical Requirements For all Classes:

* Computer: PC (Windows 7 or later) or Mac (OSX) with at least a 2GHz processor and
4GB of RAM

* Chromebooks, Tablets, and phones typically DO NOT Work.

e Internet: Broadband internet

* Webcam

* Microphone and Speakers

* Zoom Installed on Computer

* Students should be comfortable using a PC, mouse and keyboard.

Intro to Video Game Design with Nintendo Characters
Grades 1-4

Create YOUR OWN VIDEO GAME! Love video games? Choose your storyline with
popular Nintendo characters as your stars. Add challenges and difficulty levels.
Additional Technical Requirement:

e Scratch and Scratch Account — Instructions will be emailed

¢ PC Needed (Windows or MacBook), will not work on a Chromebook,
tablet or phone.

Cost: $50
2 Saturdays- 11/16 & 11/23
8AM-9:30AM both days

3D Printing: Dungeon & Dragon Die Design
Grades 3-7
Learn the ins and outs of 3D Design and TinkerCAD. Students will de-
sign a custom D&D D4(4-Sided) and D10 (10- Sided). Dies will be
printed and mailed to the home.
Additional Technical Requirement:
* TinkerCAD (login information provided during class)
* PC Needed (Windows or MacBook), will not work on Chromebook, tablets, or phones.

Cost: $65
2-Saturdays 10/19 & 10/26
10:30AM-Noon each day

Multiplayer Minecraft: Theme Park Builder
Grades 1-5

Work as a team to create a custom theme park in Minecraft. Use creative and Redstone to
create this world! Projects include roller coasters, water rides, a trampoline park, an obsta-
cle course, a boat race, bumper boats, a dunk tank, and many more rides and attractions! Stu-
dents will get a copy of the world map to take home and expand on.
Additional Technical Requirement:

* Minecraft Java Edition

PC (Windows or MacBook), will not work on Chromebook, tablets, or phones

Cost: $50
Saturday, 10/12
9AM-Noon
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TRITON COMMUNITY ED ADULT ENRICHMENT 507-418-7550

VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS For Adults

Presented by Instructor LeeAnne Krusemark

The Zoom login information will be sent to participants by Triton Community Ed prior to
the session, and they will receive their digital handouts as a pdf download in the Zoom ses-
sion.

Bio: LeeAnne is an author, speaker, business owner, Chamber of Commerce Past President,
and guest instructor at more than 200 colleges and other institutions from Maine to Hawaii,
as well as an adjunct online professor of publishing through Ed2Go at more than 2,000 fa-
cilities worldwide, including Harvard.

*MOST POPULAR*

How to Start Any Home Business + 250 Home Business Ideas!

Tired of working for someone else? Do you need to make more money? Turn your talents
and hobbies into profits by starting a home business. Taught by a Chamber of Commerce
Past President and award-winning business owner, this is probably the most comprehensive
business startup workshop you will ever find. You will discover:

* More than 250 legitimate home business ideas

* Mandatory legal documentation

* Many ways to market your product/service

* How to take tax deductions (this workshop included!)

Informative handouts for future use are included in the class fee. The instructor LeeAnne
Krusemark is a former journalist, current author and editor, and a nationwide Professor of
Publishing at higher learning institutions, including Harvard Adult Education.

Cost: $ 32

Thursday, 10/17

6-8PM

The webinar login information will be emailed the day before class.

Write Your Life Story

You don’t need to be famous to have a legacy to leave behind. Create an inspirational au-
tobiography for family, friends, and others. Learn how to recall vivid memories, analyze
events and people that shaped who you are, and bring your story to life. Your handout, in-
cluded in the class fee, will have an outline to

help you organize and write your memoir step-by-step. Printing/publishing options will
also be discussed.

The instructor LeeAnne Krusemark is a former journalist, current author and editor, and
a nationwide Professor of Publishing at higher learning institutions, including Harvard
Adult Education.

Cost: $40

Saturday, 10/12

10AM-1PM

The webinar login information will be emailed the day before class

Save $Money$ with Extreme Couponing!

Learn how to save $$$ every day with extreme couponing. Coupons are NOT just for gro-
ceries. The savings can add up to HUNDREDS or even THOUSANDS of dollars every
year. This comprehensive workshop will teach you:

* Where to find all different types of coupons, even for high ticket items

* How to find the best coupon apps and websites

* How to match coupons with sales for maximum savings

This workshop is taught by someone who has used many couponing secrets to save thou-
sands. Informative handouts for future use are included in the class fee.

Cost: $20

Wednesday, 10/9

4-5PM

The webinar login information will be emailed the day before class

Online Technology Classes

By Nickie Welsh, Social Club Simple

Please note that each class is taught live online. If a student is unable to attend the live on-
line training time, they can still register and watch the recording of the training at their con-
venience. Follow-up support is also included from the instructor and students are encouraged
to reach out with questions at any time before or after the class has concluded.
Each class offering costs $21/session.
A zoom link will be sent to you prior to the class you have registered for.

Cell Phones & Parenting - Oh My!

When your child has a Smartphone there are key things you should know to keep them safe
and secure. In this class you’ll understand recommended safety settings on popular social
media apps, parental apps for your child’s Smartphone, and more! You will leave this class
with a confident plan to simplify the technology so that you and your child can use the
phone safely without worry.

September 19th
12pm — 1pm

Practical ChatGPT Training for Everyone

Have you been curious about what ChatGPT is exactly and how it may affect you? Learn
what you need to know about ChatGPT powered by Artificial Intelligence in this fun and
engaging class! You will understand how it works exactly and why it's taking the world by
storm. You'll also learn practical everyday uses for ChatGPT in the workforce and at home.
Don't get left behind in today's tech savvy world and attend this upcoming training!

October 15th
12pm — 1pm

Google Sheets for Awesome Beginners

Expand your skills with Google Sheets and use this training for a lifetime! Whether it’s for
work or for play, this class will teach you comprehensive skills which will turn you from a
Sheets novice into a Sheets expert. You will learn to enter, organize, refine, analyze, and vi-
sualize your data using Google Sheets!

September 26th
12pm — 1pm

Canva for Awesome Beginners

Canva is the perfect digital tool for beginners and novices! Open a world of possibilities
by learning how to use the easiest design website available all for free. In this class you will
learn how to create designs from scratch or use templates with step-by-step guidance for any
digital image you need. From online documents, business cards, email signatures and more,
you'll leave this class with a practical guide to use Canva with confidence!

October 10th
12pm — 1pm

My Kid Wants To Be a YouTuber - Help!

Does your child dream of having their own YouTube channel? Eliminate the worry with
this helpful class as we walk you through the steps on how to set up a YouTube channel,
safety settings, and consideration for kids having their own channel. Parents will learn the
basic guidelines of being able to help manage and monitor their activity, all while incorpo-
rating practical business skills when it comes to managing your own channel. You’ll learn
how this hobby can become a practical career, safety practices, and even create fun videos!
Parents will leave the class with helpful guidelines to get their kid’s channel started safely
and a solid foundation for their child’s new creative outlet in 2023.

Please note, children must be age 13 and have parental permission to start a YouTube
channel. Benefits for the Student:

Students will gain clarity on what is involved for creating a YouTube channel for their
child (and be able to see if it's the correct decision for their family). The students will also
leave with an easy-to-follow game plan for the correct steps to set up and manage their
channel effectively and keep up safety standards as well as business practices.

October 1st
12pm — 1pm

ONLINE




September 18, 2024

- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER/TRITON TIMES - Page 31

Adult ESL and GED Classes

Triton Community Ed offering free Adult ESL and

GED classes!
Our instructors, Tara Bradford, Sue Torgerson, and

Mayra Monarrez are here to help you reach your adult

learning goals, whether it’s finally accomplishing your

GED or to learn English as your second language. All levels of ability are welcome.
Please call 507-418-7550 for more information and to get started on your learning

goals!

Tuesdays and Thursdays Starting October 1st
3:30-5:30PM GED e« 6-8PM ESL
TES Room #308

TRITON COMMUNITY ED

ADULT ENRICHMENT 507-418-7550

Safe Driving Class

Jim Jensen

In the Safe Driving Class, you will learn driving
strategies that can keep you safer on the road. You
will learn updates to traffic laws, how to reduce dis-
tractions to driving and how to navigate different

intersections. Driver’s aged 55 years old and older

who successfully complete the Safe Driver Class will qualify for reductions in their au-
tomobile insurance premiums. It’s important to pre-register so that Jim can ensure ac-
commodation for all. Please call Triton CE at 507-418-7550.

Two Class Dates Available:

November 21, 2024

##%% Veteran’s Appreciation Class—all Veterans will receive a $10 discount on this
day!

January 23, 2025

Cost: $20, checks should be made to Jim Jensen
5-9PM in the THS Media Center
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CITY OF CLAREMONT
CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6,
2024
7:00 P.M.

A regular meeting of the
City Council of the City of
Claremont, Minnesota was
held on Tuesday, August 6,
2024, at 7:00 p.m. at Clare-
mont City Hall.

Members present: Mayor
Tasha Dahl, City Council
Members: Jacob Klejeski,
Krystal Sultze, Deb Ellis, and
Ryan Hedberg.  Council
Members absent: None.

City staff and others pres-
ent: City Administrator Eliz-
abeth Sorg, Maintenance
Director Casey Dahl, City
Attorney Mark Rahrick, City
Engineer Derek Olinger, Jar-
rod Sultze, Patti Chiarini, and
Donna Gregory.

AGENDA

Motion by Sultze to ap-
prove the agenda with 1 ad-
dition under New Business,
Item C. Resolution #24-21: A
Resolution Approving Publi-
cation of Ordinance by Title
and Summary will be added,
second by Sultze. Motion
carried unanimously.

PUBLIC INPUT

Donna  Gregory  said

Hogfest was great.
CONSENT AGENDA
The Consent Agenda con-
sisted of: Minutes of the July
2,2024, Regular City Coun-
cil Meeting and Resolution
No. 24-17: Resolution Cer-
tifying Past-Due Bills to
Dodge County for Collection
with 2025 Property Taxes.
Administrator Sorg said
$613.29 was added to the
Resolution to assess Clare-
mont MHP for unpaid water.
Motion by Ellis to approve
the Consent Agenda with the
added assessment on the
Resolution, second by Sultze.
Motion carried unanimously.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
PERSONNEL
COMMITTEE
Nothing at this time.
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Motion by Klejeski to ap-
prove the financial reports,
second by Hedberg. Motion
carried unanimously.
Motion by Ellis to approve
the amended list of bills to be
paid, second by Sultze. Mo-
tion carried unanimously.
PUBLIC HEALTH &
SAFETY COMMITTEE
Nothing at this time.
PLANNING & ZONING
COMMITTEE
Nothing at this time.

EDA
Nothing at this time.
MAINTENANCE DE-
PARTMENT

Nothing at this time.

PARKS COMMITTEE

Three companies submitted
electric bids for the score-
board and lights. The bid re-
quest was to put the
scoreboard in now and place
conduit where lights will go
for installation later on. Mo-
tion by Hedberg to approve
Ripley Electric’s bid of
$8,698.40, second by Sultze.
Motion carried unanimously.

Maintenance Director Dahl
will be getting a small storage
shed to put in Harmer Park.

Hodgman Drainage submit-
ted an estimate for expanding
the ball field parking area in
order for buses to come in
and park. The council tabled
the parking area expansion
until 2025 in order to raise
more funds.

PEOPLESERVICE

Their monthly reports were

in the packet.
CITY ENGINEER

The 2025 street project will
be:

3rd Street (Wheat St to East
St)

Oak Street (2nd St to Front
St)

Church Street (Julia St to
McKinley St)

3rd Place (Julia St to Pauk-
ert Ave)

Julia Street (Church Street
to a point approx. 450 feet
north)

Oakview Drive (120th Ave
to a point approx. 1050 feet
south) & Oakview Place

The street project will be
pavement improvements and
utility improvements, as
deemed necessary by the fea-
sibility study. A neighbor-
hood meeting will be held
prior to the improvement
hearing (a less formal setting
for residents to learn about
the project). Motion by Ellis
to approve Resolution No.
24-18: Ordering Preparation
of Report on Improvement,
second by Klejeski. Motion
carried unanimously.

Bolton & Menk’s estimated
engineering fees for the street
project are $26,300. Costs
will be billed on an hourly
basis and won’t exceed with-
out consent from the city.
The engineering and design-
ing fees will be reimbursed
through the project financing
package. Motion by Klejeski
to approve the preliminary
engineering proposal, second
by Ellis. Motion carried

unanimously.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR
REPORT

The Oak Street Lift Station
rebuild was completed July
31.

So far, one person has ap-
plied for the part-time main-
tenance worker position.
Interview(s) will be Tuesday,
August 27 at 6:30 p.m.

CITY ATTORNEY

Nothing at this time.

OLD BUSINESS

None

NEW BUSINESS

Motion by Ellis to open the
Public Hearing for Adminis-
trative Fines, second by
Sultze. Motion carried unan-
imously. There were 3 prop-
erties that received
administrative fines and did-
n’t become compliant with
city ordinances at the time the
agenda was done: 300 E
Front Street, 220 Church
Street, and 411 N East St, Lot
239. Patti Chiarini from 220
Church Street was present
and explained the reasons for
the delays. The total amount
of administrative fines she re-
ceived was $1500. She did
keep in touch with Sorg say-
ing when she could get the vi-
olations taken care of and as
of today is compliant with

city ordinances. The Mobile
Home Park has received
$1500 in administrative fines
and has not made any im-
provements. They have never
communicated with City Hall
since they bought the mobile
home park. David Stein at
300 E Front Street has re-
ceived $1500 in administra-
tive fines and has not made
any improvements. He has a
building on his lot that has
been deemed unsafe and a
hazard by the building offi-
cial. Motion by Klejeski to
close the Public Hearing, sec-
ond by Sultze. Motion car-
ried unanimously. Motion by
Hedberg to reduce Chiarini’s
fine to $300, second by Ellis.
Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Hedberg to hire
Junk Recyclers, along with
assistance of a Dodge County
Deputy, to clean up the items
at Lot 239, second by Kle-
jeski. Motion carried unani-
mously. Motion by Ellis for
City Attorney Rahrick to pre-
pare a Court Order in order to
go onto 300 E Front Street to
clean up the violations, sec-
ond by Sultze. Motion car-
ried unanimously.

(continued on page 34)

Otto

TRITON
TEACHER
SPOTLIGHT

Caroline (Gosse)

Triton Middle School Special
Education Teacher

Caroline (Gosse) Otto is a new Triton Middle School
Special Education teacher this year.

She is a native of this community.

Caroline student taught K-M 5th grade and has been a
long term sub for the 1st grade.

She is looking forward to working with the staff and
students at Triton.

She enjoys playing golf, traveling with family, spending
time with her two Labrador Retrievers and planning her
upcoming wedding.

SPONSORED BY

Residential & Multi-Family Contractor
Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

Free Inspections

952.222.4004

www.CapitalMN.com
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CLAREMONT CITY
COUNCIL MEETING
(continued from page 33)

Motion by Ellis to open the
Public Hearing to consider
changes to Claremont’s
Floodplain Ordinance, second
by Sultze. Motion carried
unanimously. Sorg has been
working with FEMA to have
Claremont listed as a No
Flood Plain Area. In order for
a business or resident to get
assistance from the state or
FEMA due to flooding, they
must follow the city ordi-
nance. Adopting the No
Floodplain Ordinance might
help residents get better in-
surance options and maybe
reduced insurance rates. Mo-
tion by Sultze to close the
Public Hearing, second by
Ellis. Motion carried unani-
mously. Motion by Ellis to
adopt Ordinance No. 24-4.70
Floodplain Ordinance, second
by Sultze. Motion carried
unanimously.

Motion by Hedberg to ap-
prove Resolution No. 24-21:
A Resolution Approving Pub-
lication of Ordinance by Title
and Summary, second by
Ellis. Motion carried unani-
mously.

Motion by Klejeski to ap-

prove Resolution No. 24-16:
Apply to Participate in Na-
tional Flood Insurance Pro-
gram, second by Hedberg.
Motion carried unanimously.

In order to continue work-
ing on I&I issues once a prop-
erty has been sold there will
be an inspection to determine
whether there are prohibited
uses or connections to the
sanitary sewer.

Motion by Ellis to approve
Ordinance No. 24-0806:
Regulating Public Sewer In-
spections, second by Sultze.
Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Klejeski to ap-
prove Resolution No. 24-19:
Approving Summary Publi-
cation of Ordinance, second
by Sultze. Motion carried
unanimously.

Mayor Dahl and Adminis-
trator Sorg were present for a
zoom meeting with DCA
EMS Special Taxing District.
A draft of the Joint Powers
Agreement was reviewed,
and they will be meeting
again to find out what city
council members would ac-
cept and their thoughts on the
Agreement. As drafted cur-
rently, the taxing district
would allow 1 council mem-
ber or representative of each
city to be on the board and

have a vote. The cities par-
ticipating are Claremont,
Dodge Center, Kasson, and
Mantorville. Each city’s levy
will have a preset amount per
house added to their levy. At
any time if a city wanted out
of the agreement, they would
need to submit a resolution at
least 2 years in advance. At
the zoom meeting Kasson
said they would want to have
more votes on the board due
to their population. The
council discussed this topic
thoroughly. The council did-
n’t want to restrict the uses of
the levy to capital purchases
or certain items. All council
members strongly opposed
Kasson, or any city, getting
more than 1 vote. Since each
property will be paying the
same dollar amount, each city
should get the same amount
of votes.

Motion by Sultze to approve
Resolution  No.  25-20:
Adopting the Proposed 2025
Tax Levy, second by Ellis.
Motion carried unanimously.
The total proposed tax levy is
$588,130.

Motion by Klejeski to ap-
prove the 2025 Proposed
Budget, second by Sultze.
Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Sultze to adjourn
the meeting at 8:45 p.m., sec-
ond by Ellis. Motion carried
unanimously.

ATTEST:

Elizabeth Sorg,
City Administrator

Tasha Dahl, Mayor

CITY OF CLAREMONT
SPECIAL CITY
COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 26,
2024
6:30 P.M.

A special meeting of the
City Council of the City of
Claremont, Minnesota was
held on Monday, August 26,
2024, at 6:30 p.m. at Clare-
mont City Hall.

Members present: Mayor
Tasha Dahl, City Council
Members: Jacob Klejeski,
Ryan Hedberg, and Krystal
Sultze. Members absent: Deb
Ellis. City staff and others
present: City Administrator
Elizabeth Sorg, Maintenance
Director Casey Dahl, Nathan
Gustafson, and Donna Gre-
gory.

The purpose of this special
meeting was to interview
Nathan Gustafson for the

part-time maintenance
worker position.

Motion by Klejeski to offer
the part-time position to
Nathan Gustafson starting at
$20 per hour, $200 clothing
allowance annually, PERA,
and decreasing term life in-
surance, second by Hedberg.
Motion carried unanimously.
There will be a 90-day proba-
tion period.

Motion by Sultze to adjourn
the meeting at 7:08 p.m., sec-
ond by Klejeski. Motion car-
ried unanimously.

ATTEST:

Elizabeth Sorg,
City Administrator

Tasha Dahl, Mayor

CITY OF
WEST CONCORD
CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
JULY 18,2024
7:00 P.M.

Meeting held at the City of
West Concords Bell Tower
Center

PRESENT: Mayor Jeffrey
McCool, Council members
Nielsen and Peterson.

ABSENT: Council Mem-
bers Burse and Ripley

ALSO PRESENT: Joe
Palen of Stantec, Mainte-
nance Supervisor Keith
C 1l a m m e r |,
Administrator/Clerk  Paula
Even Trenda, Accountant
Michelle Lee, and Police
Chief Shannon Boerner, Fire
Chief Chad Finne, Chris
Sanders of People Services.

APPROVAL OF
AGENDA;

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove the agenda as presented

Consent Agenda

* Approve of Council Meet-
ing Minutes of June 20, 2024

e Resolution 2024-36: Ap-
proval of new fire dept volun-
teers Mike Naze and Grant
Erler

* Resolution 2024-37 Ap-
proval of 2 new reserve offi-
cers Gavin Boerner and Aden
Kadner

* Approval for City Admin-
istrator/Clerk to attend LMC
Clerks Academy Sept 5 & 6

e Approval of Payment of
Claims: June 14, 2024 — July
11,2024: $453,158.58

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove Consent Agenda as pre-
sented.

Motion made by Council
member Nielsen, seconded
by Council member Peterson

(continued on page 35)
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WEST CONCORD CITY
COUNCIL MEETING
(continued from page 34)

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Council members Nielsen,
Peterson

Nays: None
Motion passed
PUBLIC COMMENT -

Sandra Sullivan — Wanted
Stantec to address the issue of
the tree that was damaged by
road construction work. As
well as ask when she would
be able to access her drive-
way again.

Ross Cameron — Felt his
water bill/usage was way too
high when they were out of
town. He will work with the
city to see if we can adjust his
billing but wants to know if
there is an issue with meter.
Chris thought the meter was
fine, but Ross said he doesn’t
have an internal leak.

CITY BUSINESS

Resolution 2024-38:
Agreement and approval to
pay the new 2025+ contract
for CAD Software for squad
cars.

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove Resolution 2024-38
Agreement and approval to
pay the new 2025+ contract
for CAD Software for squad
cars. Chief Boerner explained
that this is the only software
available and is managed
through Dodge County Sher-
iff’s office.

Motion made by Council
member Peterson, seconded
by Council member Nielsen

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Council members Nielsen,

Peterson

Nays:
Motion passed

Review Road Closures for
Survival Days. Discussion
and information only for
city residents, staff, and vis-
itors.

Resolution 2024-39: Ac-
cept Amendment #1 for
grant deadline extension for
the Residential Rehabilita-
tion Program from Septem-
ber 2024 to September
2025.

MOTION: Accept Amend-
ment #1 for grant deadline
extension for the Residential
Rehabilitation Program from
September 2024 to Septem-
ber 2025. Motion made by
Council member Nielsen,
seconded by Council member
Peterson.

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Council members Nielsen,
Peterson

Nays:
Motion passed

Resolution 2024-40: Affi-
davit of Ripley Electric for
$675

Affidavit for $300 work
done for swimming pool
and $375 for pump house
door.

MOTION: To accept Affi-
davit for $675 for Ripley
Electric.

Motion made by Council
member Nielsen, seconded
by Council member Peterson.

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Council members Nielsen,
Peterson

Nays:
Motion passed

None

None

None

Joe Palen,
Stantec Engineering

Joe Palen of Stantec was
present to provide an update
on the street projects. The
contractor is adding geo-tech
fabric to the new roads and
repairing, at no cost to the
city, repair and burying of
“floating” sewer pipes con-
tractor didn’t secure properly.
Sand and class 5 material will
be installed throughout the
week, as weather permits.
The road should be able to be
driven on and walked on dur-
ing Survival Days. An update
for residents will be out the

week of July 22.
The municipal parking lot is
completed and will be

stripped on July 22. Unfortu-
nately, as lovely as the large
tree is that is slated to be re-
moved, needs to be taken out.
The damaged tree will be fine
once work is completed.
Also, driveways should be
less than 30 days out from
being installed, but again,
weather dependent.  The
mayor requested that the side-
walk by Bell Tower be left
until after July 28.

Approve: Request for pay-
ment #3 on 2024 Street &
Utility Project - $71,860.85

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove payment #3 to contrac-
tor. Motion made by Council
member Peterson, seconded
by Council member Nielsen.

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Council members Nielsen
and Peterson

Nays: None
passed

Motion

Absent: Paul Blaisdell

grass;
1st St;

tured Home Community;

St;

DODGE CENTER SUMMARY COUNCIL MINUTES

Monday, August 26, 2024

This published information is a summary of the full minutes of the August 26, 2024
Dodge Center City Council meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for viewing
at City Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.

Present: Bill Ketchum, Gary Trelstad, Cathy Skogen, Matt Maas, Marianne Sobek, Sar-
gent Stephanie French, Jodi Hill, Mark Barwald, AJ Gengler, Jeremy Dostal, David Ken-
worthy, Kathy Freeman and others

City Council approved the following items:
* Agenda and consent agenda to include: Minutes from August 12, 2024 City Council
Meeting, July 9, 2024 HRA Minutes; Payment of Bills; Triton High School Homecom-
ing Parade Route/Road Closures on October 4, 2024;
* Dodge County converting vacant lot north of Fairview Nursing Home to native prairie

* Delay primary enforcement of the abatement order until September 9,2024 on 11 NW
* Resolution 2024-020 — A Resolution Approving Variances for Valley View Manufac-

* Resolution 2024-021 — A Resolution Approving a Lot Split for Hermila Richardson;
* Request for $8,000 to purchase and install paddles at Wastewater Treatment Plant;
¢ Quote from DeCook Excavating of $3,368.44 for the boulevard area at 406 NE 2nd

* Remove disconnection language from City policy;

* Writing off Hoaglund account in the amount of $6,892.13 and nuisance account from
18 NE st St in the amount of $300.

Meeting adjourned at 6:39 pm

REPORT OF OFFICERS
ADMINISTRATOR/
CLERK REPORT:

It was reported that the city
received from the Historical
Society a check in the amount
of $3,763.49 for the gambling
rent at the Municipal Liquor
Store. Municipal On & Off
Sale Report was included for
council review. Sales remain
strong but looking into ex-
penses, as they seem high
compared to the high sales.
The current year to date
budget was provided to the
council to review.

The EMS work session was
held, and we are looking for a
meeting between Dodge Cen-
ter and West Concord to dis-
cuss their “proposed” fees. In
addition, we are looking at 2
or 3 other options for contin-
ued service of EMS by our
own crews both volunteer
and/or paid.

Budget to Actual revenue
and expenses was provided to
the council through June
30th.

LIBRARIAN REPORT:

Heather Fredericks was on
vacation, so the Administrator
touched on her high points for
upcoming events.

PUBLIC WORKS
REPORT:

Maintenance  Supervisor
Keith Clammer reported EBA
Grant trees are looking good.
He is purchasing a used fire
hose from Claremont for use
at the pool.

PEOPLESERVICE
REPORT:

Wastewater Supervisor
Chris Sanders verbally re-
ported on his report.

POLICE CHIEF:

Police Chief Boerner said
National Night Out is August
6th. There will be an Open
Swim along with a bounce
house and other fun activities.

FIRE CHIEF:

Fire Chief Chad Finne men-
tioned it has been a busy few
weeks for EMS, along with a
small shed fire.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Motion to Ad-

journ.

Motion made by Council
Member Nielsen, seconded
Council member Peterson.

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Council members Peterson,
Nielsen

Nays:
Motion passed

By:

Mayor Jeffrey McCool

Attest:

By:

Paula Even
Clerk/Administrator

None

Trenda

TRITON ISD NO. 2125 -
SUMMARY SCHOOL
BOARD MINUTES
REGULAR SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 19,
2024 - 6:00 P.M.
TRITON HIGH SCHOOL
MEDIA CENTER -
DODGE CENTER, MN
& ZOOM VIDEO
CONFERENCING

This published information
is a summary of the full min-
utes of the August 19, 2024,
Triton School Board meeting.
A copy of the full minutes is
available for viewing in the
Triton District Office, 813
West Highway Street, Dodge
Center, or online at www.tri-
ton.k12.mn.us.

Present: Wendy Kenworthy,
Rebecca Knutson, J. Jensen,
D.Jensen, Lloyd Henslin, Jr.,
Duane Bartel, and Brian Gin-
der, Craig Schlichting, Luke
Lutterman, Tricia Johnson,
Corey Black, and Tina
Kozisek.

The School Board approved
the following items:

* Agenda and consent the
July 15,2024 regular meeting
minutes and August 14,2024
study session minutes as pre-
sented; budget update; claims
and bills; treasurer’s report;
donations; open  enroll-
ment/nonresident agreements
for students #081924A,
#081924B, #081924C, and
#081924D; contracts for
Luke Lutterman as Superin-
tendent, Kristine Ocampo
Mora as Cobra Kids Assis-
tant, Kayla Kunz as Special

Education Paraprofessional,
and Taylor Kraemer as Pre-
school Assistant; extra-curric-
ular contracts for Brandon
Neseth as Head Football
Coach, Brady Essig, Sam
Storlie, Cole Rollins, and
Colt Ullom as 9-12 Assistant
Football Coach, Joe Giesler,
Mark Evjen, and Dale Tate as
Jr. High Football Coach,
Shelly Bungum as head Cross
County Coach, Laurie Essig
as Head Volleyball Coach,
Allissa Hallaway as JV Vol-
leyball Coach, Karissa Eipers
as 9th Volleyball Coach,
Olivia Zwaschka and Morgan
Reuvers as Jr. High Volley-
ball Coach, and Jeremy Himli
as Head Girls Soccer Coach;
resignation for Gena Dostal
as Paraprofessional, Allison
McMartin as Paraprofes-
sional, and Steven Fairchild
as Bus Driver;

e Spanish Immersion Child-
care Handbook;

e Triton Preschool Hand-
book for 2024-2025;

e Triton Elementary School
Student Handbook for 2024-
2025;

* Triton Middle School Stu-
dent Handbook for 2024-
2025;

* Triton High School Stu-
dent Handbook for 2024-
2025;

* Triton Staff Handbook for
2024-2025;

* Policy updates;

* Resolution for Appointing
and Identified Official with
Authority for the External
User Access Recertification
System;

* Establishing December 16,
2024 at 6:00 p.m. as the regu-
lar board meeting to discuss
the levy & budget;

* Reauthorization of the
Safe Learning Plan;

* Changing the regular
school board meeting from
November 18, 2024 to No-
vember 13,2024 at 6:00 p.m.
and setting November 13,
2024 to canvass election re-
sults.

Meeting adjourned at 6:31
p-m.
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HARBOR
BOUTIQUE

SENIOR DISCOUNT TUESDAYS

DISCOUNT POKEF
IWEDNESDAYS
30/30 THURSDAYS

Mon - Sat 10am to 5pm
Closed Sundays

CLOTHING * JEWELRY
PURSES
BEAUTY SUPPLIES
CBD PRODUCTS
GIFT IDEAS

OPEN WED & THURS 11AM-6PM
224 MAIN ST, WANAMINGO
507-250-4503

530 2nd St. Kenyon
507-789-5622

* Over 40 Years Experience
* Residential

* Farm

* Commercial

for your next real estate transaction
or loan closing.

Ph: 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Use Dodge County Land Title Company

* Pumping * Flushing
+ Maintenance - Tank Locator
+ Inspection -« Drain Cleaning

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN

) ) Surice

907-153-2408
907-951-1691

Steel, Farm Machinery,
Car Bodies, Aluminum,
Copper, Batteries,
Appliances, E-Scrap

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm
June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am
507-527-2408
www.ldrecycling.com

» o 9w

Artisan Products

; ; Handmade Soaps
Buylng or Se l llng Chocolate Shoppe Confections
Land? Handcrafted Candles

Amish Made Items
211 West Main St.

Andrew Larson

f COUNTRY ]
GOODS

BASIC HANDGUN
SAFETY CLASS

For Those With No
Handgun Experience

+ Leamn handgun safety
fundamentals

« Individual classes available
+ Leam to shoot safely & properly
- You can fire a variety of handguns

GIFT IDEAS - COLLECTABLES
INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
CALENDARS - WIND CHIMES

NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience BIGGEST GIET STORE IN SO. MN!

CALLTO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME,

507-382-1416 cell Kasson Right across freeway from Cabelas
715-672.4444 office sorcnnisr [ SCHEDULED AT YOUR GONVENIENCE oy T s a0y
www.weisschoice.com Wed-Fri 10-6 IDEAS/ 501-951-1417 L 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna
andrewlarson@weisschoice.com Sat 10-2 — Lx. 507-451-5661 A
. Tires Full Line of Square Tubes,

Largest Antique Store
in Dodge County

416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
507-635-5554
Facebook@
MantorvilleSquareAntiques

+ Wheel alignments

+ Steering & suspension
+ Brake repair

+ A/C maintenance

+ Batteries

AsricULTURE Channels, Angle,
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL INFRASTRUCTURE H
UNDERGROUND UTILITIES Flal & Plnes
PIPELINE DISTRIBUTION il 3
s Shearing, Gutting and

Bending
61154 190th St Dodge Center

901-314-2524

7 ]
7
N

Tatge
Jewelry

Awards By Tatge
Since 1975

(507) 789-6522

625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Todd Ryan
651-764-5590

tryan @flatwaterfutures.com
Goodhue, MN
Branch Office

(SAVE IT

641 S Main Wanamingo

507-824-2710

SI FROM
TRASH)

THRIFT STORE

26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
Saturday 9am to 5pm

DOUG AND MARY KLATT
www.sift4you.com

Call us today! 507.259.2386

Bruce Freerksen
(507) 273-9110

brucewithschaefferoil @gmail.com
West Concord, MN

;‘

SPECIALTY BAKED GOODS
FOR EVERY OCCASION!
Curpcakes e Cakes
Pies ¢ Cookies
Fudge  Muffins
Scones e Cheesecake

507-824-CAKE (2253)
237 Main St Wanamingo

OVER 100 CHOCOLATE
DELICACIES HANDMADE
IN STORE!

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

Henononse

Our unique skid steer and utility tractor
snow plow feature a floating face plate
and an innovative “cross draw” design,
with a dual direction hydraulic cylinder,
which allows this plow to sit much
closer to the machine and faceplate
than a traditional A-frame style plow
with a dual ram set-up. Because of our
proven design, these plows have
substantial amount of free movement or “walk” when going over uneven
terrain like a dirt road, side hills, around a pond, a loading dock or
handicap ramp. These plows include a cross over relief valve to help
protect the hydraulics from damage.

5’ to0 6.5’ starting at $2,475
5°to 7.5’ starting at $2,575
5'to 10’ starting at $2,775
6’to 10’ starting at $3,775

Lightweight plow (up to 35hp)
Std Duty plow (up to 65hp)
Heavy Duty (up to 85hp)
Industrial/Commercial Duty

Minnesota Implement

West Concord, MN - 651-269-5688
See all our products

Lake State
Paintless
Dent Repair

Hope Stump
Grinding

wa 744 too small. We Fix Hail Damage and
Dents on Vehicles

John Hope We can come to your home
612-327-5980 or place of business.

507-319-5714

@ www.minnesotaimplement.com

taylornolanpdr@gmail.com

PLACE YOUR AD ON THIS PAGE
Call Terry at 507-951-7417

or Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com






