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Local Election Results

Last week’s general election vote counts
are complete and we have the totals here for
residents of Claremont, Dodge Center and
West Concord.

Claremont Area
Business Introduces

New Product

GenAer of
Claremont has
introduced a new

In the Claremont mayor’s race incumbent
Tasha Dahl received 68 votes, challenger
David Stein received 50 votes and there were
107 write in votes. Casey Striver who ran a

generator for the
spray foam in-
dustry. The busi-
ness is owned by
two brothers who
started out in the
spray foam insu-
lation business years ago and found the
need for reliable portable power.

In Dodge County the results for the presi-
dential race totals are Donald Trump with
8,095 votes for 65% over Kamala Harris
with 4,108 votes or 33%. In the District 1
congressional race Brad Finstad won with
58% of the votes over Rachel Bohman with
41%. In the District 24A Minnesota House
of Representatives race Duae Quam received
63.5% of the votes to Heather Holmes
36.5%. Dodge County commissioner for
District 1 John Allen was unopposed and re-
ceived 2,202 votes. In District 5 incumbent

(continued on page 21)

Announcements

commissioner David Kenworthy received
1,737 votes for 87% over the write in candi-

write in campaign in the last month of the
race received 100 of the write in votes for
mayor of Claremont. In the Claremont city
council race there were two seats open. Deb-
orah Ellis received 130 votes and Donna Gre-
gory received 149 votes and there were 24
write in votes.

In the Dodge Center city council race there
were four candidates who filed for two open
positions. The two highest vote recipients
won the positions. Incumbent Kathy Skogen
received 720 votes, Braedon Dostal received
749 votes, David Myrom received 248 votes,
Matt Legler received 241 votes and there

* West Concord City offices will be
closed for Thanksgiving November 28

date with 12% or 256 votes.

were 19 write-in votes.

& 29. Library closed, as well, including
Saturday.

* A GriefShare “Surviving The Holi-
days” one day support group for those
who have lost a loved one will be at
Dodge Center Public Library on Mon-
day, November 25 at 3:30 pm and again
at 7:00 pm. This is offered free of charge
to the community by Anchor of Hope
Church. For further information, contact
Dale E Rood at 507-633-2772.

e The United Methodist Church of
Dodge Center at 20 First Street NE of-
fers a dine in and carry out meal from
5:00-6:00pm the third Wednesday of
each month.

Do you have an announcement?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Peter Moen and family at Johnson City
in 2013

Local Ambulance
Director Has Long
History with

Hurricane Ravaged NC

The Messenger had a few minutes to sit
down and talk with Peter Moen last week.
Peter and his family lived less than 90 miles
from Asheville, NC until 2013.

Here is what we talked about:

“My name is Peter Moen and I am the pas-
tor at Concord Church of Christ. My family
includes my wife, Bethany, and three daugh-
ters: Kiley, Hannah, and Emma. We live in the
parsonage next to the church.

(continued on page 12)

In West Concord mayor Jeffery McCool re-
ceived 251 votes (70.0%) and there were 103
write in votes. The West Concord City Coun-
cil had two open seats in the election and the
top two total counts won the position. Karen
Johnson received 217 votes, Jeffery Burse re-
ceived 198 votes and Nic Kilen received 188
votes and there were 16 write in votes.

West Concord Community
Thanksgiving Service
November 27

The West Concord
Community Thanks-
giving service is
Wednesday, Novem-
ber 27 at 7:00 pm. It will be held at Trinity
Lutheran Church in West Concord (301 High-
land St). Let us join together to give thanks.
Pastors Peter Moen and Dave Breederland
will be sharing devotional thoughts.
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HAPPY THANKSGIVNG

With an abundance of best wishes to you
and yours at Thanksgiving.

Join Us for a
Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner

Thursday, November 28 ¢ Serving 10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
(Final seating 3:00 p.m. ® Bar open until 4:30 p.m.)
Serving Turkey or Ham, Mashed Potatoes, Stuffing,
Cranberries, Vegetable, and Choice of Salad & Dessert
~ Appetizers Available ~
24.99 per person * Kids 12 & under°9.99, Kids 4 ¢ under Free

RESERVATIONS STRONGLY SUGGESTED: CALL 507-645-9992
37540 Goodhue Avenue, Dennison, MN
Houts: Wed.& Thuts. 11:00AM-8:30PM; Fii. & Sat. 11:00AM-9:30PM; Sun. 9:00AM-8:00PM
Bas Open Latet
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A Thankful
November
Perspective

By Pastor Dave Breederland,
Faith Community Church
of West Concord

N

When it comes to November, people often
think about many events which happen dur-
ing that month - deer hunting, high school
football playoffs, Christmas shopping, and of
course this year, the presidential election. But
we must not forget about Thanksgiving.

As followers of Jesus Christ and his Word,
we know that we are to show that attitude of
gratitude in all times and circumstances, not
just during November. Jesus modeled his
gratitude for the material provisions of loaves
of bread and fishes prior to his feeding the
5,000 and 4,000. Jesus also gave thanks for
the bread and cup at the Last Supper. We can
learn from Jesus’ example to give thanks for
our daily bread. Jesus expressed his thanks to
his Father for hearing his prayer at the tomb of
Lazarus (see John 11:41). Then there is the
healing of the ten lepers by Jesus in Luke 17.
It is a classic text illustrating thanksgiving by
one from a despised background, despised at
least from the perspective of the Jews. Still,
the ones who should have known and acted
better — didn’t.

Thanksgiving should cause us to think about
giving thanks. How would you respond to a
national holiday called “Thanksforced?” or
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“Thanks-because-you-have-to?” Thanksgiv-
ing is a great term because it reminds us to
give (because we want to) thanks (because
we are grateful). When we have trouble with
either the giving or the thanks part - it may
be because we haven’t slowed down in our
living life to ponder the blessings which
we’ve received. When we consider the bless-
ings which we’ve received from our great
God, it is hard to keep from freely giving our
thanks to the Lord for who He is and what
He’s done. We’ve all received many bless-
ings this past year as individuals, as families,
as a community, and as a country. Some
things which we received perhaps are still
“blessings in disguise” as we’re not sure how
God is going to use certain events and cir-

cumstances. But God hasn’t changed, and he
is still the source of our blessings and is to be
the recipient of our thanks. With Advent just
around the corner, we can be thankful for our
Savior Jesus who came into the world to save
us.

It is interesting to note that in the Bible, God
the Father is the recipient of thanksgiving, but
he does not give it. When Jesus told the story
of the master and a servant in Luke 17:7-10,
the servant was simply to do his duty. He was
not the recipient of thanks by the master.
The servant did what was expected by the
master. Jesus was like that servant. Jesus did
the work of his Father — dying on the cross
for our sins. Jesus stated from the cross, “It
is finished” as a testimony to the fulfillment

Watch your ears!

Common ag related hearing hazzards:
Tractors without cab, grain dryers,
power saws & chain saws.

Voted Best in
Mower County

2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016,
2017, 2018, 2019

& 2020
AUSTIN
701 W Oakland Ave
507-433-4144 FIND OUT IF YOUR
HEARING HAS ALREADY
) !O!OCSHSE\,S;I.ERSU BEEN AFFECTED BY
150 2nd St. SW, Suite 1. NOISE.
507-322-4241
Call us for a

OWATONNA
685 Bridge St. Suite 1B
507-451-3879

WASECA
118 North State Street
507-521-2758

free screening today!

2) AMY SWAIN
@ HEARING
CENTERS

Professional Bodywork
& Paint

We Accept All Insurance Estimates

Guaranteed Workmanship

tim@hotrodhardware.com

250 State St. North
West Concord

507-527-1020

of his assigned work. God expected it and
because of Jesus’ redemptive work we have
lots of reasons to give thanks to God. Jesus’
obedience didn’t depend on his reception of
thanks by his Father. We can be thankful that
Jesus made possible our redemption. Will
we give thanks?

Therefore, this November, when there is so
much push for “Black Friday,” don’t forget
that “Good Friday” when Jesus died for our
sins. That’s the best deal ever and just has to
be received by faith. And that’s worth giving
thanks! May gratitude be our attitude at all
times.

Faith Lutheran Church
308 2nd St. NW/, Dodge Center
Pastor Jessica Bakken Busch ¢ 507-374-2174
Traditional Worship 9a.m.; Fellowship 10a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
404 Central Avenue N, Dodge Center
Rev. Elliott Malme 507-633-2253
https://gracedc.church
Worship 9a.m.; Sunday School 10:30a.m.

Praise Fellowship Church
602 Central Avenue S, Dodge Center
Roger Langworthy ¢ 507-374-6400
Kidz Church 9:15a.m.; Sunday Worship 9:30a.m.

Dodge Center Methodist Church
201 1st St. NE, Dodge Center
Rev. Chad Christensen * 507-374-6885
Sunday Morning Worship at 8:15a.m.,

-

Fellowship Time Following

St. John Baptist De La Salle
20 2nd St. NE, Dodge Center * 507-374-6830
Mass Saturday 5p.m.

Living Water Assembly Church
104 1st St. NW, Dodge Center
Roy Andrews ¢ 507-374-6561
Sunday 10a.m.

Dodge Center SDA Church
410 3rd Ave. SW
Dodge Center ¢ 507-374-6895
Sabbath School 9:15a.m.; Saturday Worship 11a.m.

Anchor of Hope Church,
a 7th Day Baptist Congregation
203 E. Main St., Dodge Center * 507-374-6755
Saturday 10a.m. Worship; 11:45a.m. Sabbath School

Bible Lutheran Church
(American Assoc. of Lutheran Churches)
11 Ist Ave. N.E., Dodge Center
www.biblelc.org ¢ 612-803-1212
Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

(weekly sermons available on You Tube and on website)

First Congregational Church
12 Second Street NW
Dodge Center, MN 55927 * 507-633-6873
www.congregationalchurchdec.com
Keith Mosier, Pastor

>
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Area Church Directory
Singing Our Gratitude to God

Be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make
music from your heart to the Lord. . . .

— Ephesians 5:18-19

When we are filled with the Holy Spirit, we begin to
notice the fruit of the Spirit in ourselves. One of the
Spirit’s fruits is joy—a deep sense of contentment and
gratitude in all things, even when life’s circumstances are
difficult. The early church had a rich practice of rejoicing
through song: Paul indicates that they sang psalms, hymns,
and spiritual songs to the Lord with all their hearts.

What kinds of songs do you sing in your congregation?
Psalms? Hymns? Songs from the Spirit? Why do you do
this? And how does it affect your faith and life?

In singing, we express our gratitude to God for his great
deeds, and we receive God’s grace and edification in
return. We bring God an offering of praise, but at the same
time we hear him speaking to us and encouraging us. One
could even say that singing praises to God can function
similarly to prayer. Like prayer, singing can both support
our individual faith formation as well as our corporate
worship and fellowship with one another. When we sing
together about the goodness and grace of our triune God,
we grow 1n connection as a body of believers.

How does singing help you to express your gratitude to
God? What psalm, hymn, or spiritual song has been
particularly formative in your faith?

Holy Spirit, fill me with joy, that I may sing songs of
praise today. Let everything that has breath join me in
praising the Lord! Amen.

CLAREMONT

Ist Presbyterian Church

200 East Street, Claremont ¢ 528-2320
Pastor Doug Walters
Sunday Worship at 10:00a.m.

St. John Lutheran Church

4532 SE 84th Avenue, Claremont * 528-2404
Pastor Alan Broadwell
Sunday Service at 10:30a.m.

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY

Mexican Cuisine
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Faith Community Church
305 State Street N, West Concord ¢ 507-527-2244
Pastor David Breederland
Sunday 9:30a.m. Worship; 10:45a.m. Sunday School

www.fcewe.org

Facebook: WC Faith Community Church

Hegre Lutheran, ELCA
51939 Highway 56 Blvd., Kenyon ¢ 507-527-2353
Sunday: 9:15a.m. Sunday School; 10:30a.m. Worship

Trinity Lutheran, ELCA
301 Highland St., West Concord ¢ 507-527-2778
Pastor Chad Christensen ® trinitychurchwe.net
Sunday worship video is posted on Facebook:
Trinitylutheranchurchwestconcordmn
Sundays 9:45a.m. Worship in building and live streamed on
Facebook.
Sunday School 10:30a.m.
Tuesday Men’s Bible Study, 7:00a.m.

at church and via Zoom

Call church for more information on ministries and events.

Church of Christ
55087 200th Ave., West Concord ¢ 507-527-2723
Pastor Peter Moen
9:00a.m. Sunday School; 10:00a.m. Worship

concordchurchmn.com

Zwingli United Church of Christ
“The Berne Church”

23148 Co. Hwy. 24, West Concord * 507-356-4340
Pastor Karen Larson

Sunday 10:00a.m. Worship; Find us on Facebook

Em(lll YOur C"H/{TCh anno'[lnCE"nﬁntS,
schedule, etc. to the The Messenger at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

"! 160 26th St NE, Owatonna
: 507-413-0819

Dining Room Open 7 Days a Week
11:00am-10:00pm

www.plazamorena.com
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Joan Paulson

Joan Paulson, a beloved wife, mother,
grandmother  and
great-grandmother,
passed away peace-
fully on October 27,
2024 at the age of 85.
She was born on
February 28, 1939 in
Cheyenne Wells, CO.

She was the eldest
of five children born
to Wally and
Josephine Bruce and
raised in Haxtun, CO with her siblings John,
Barb, Carol and Bob. After graduating from
Haxtun High School in 1957, she attended the
Kahler School of Nursing in Rochester, MN
where she earned her RN. Next she attended
the University of Colorado in Boulder, CO
where she earned her bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in nursing. She moved back to Min-
nesota to become a nursing instructor at
Rochester Community College (RCC) and
later at RCTC.

Joan and Delano Paulson were married at
the Free Church in Rochester on December
27, 1968. Joan was married to her loving hus-
band, Del, for over 55 years and they had 6
children, 14 grandchildren, 24 great-grand-
children and 2 great-great-grandchildren.
They raised their family in their country home
near Dodge Center, MN. Her family was her
pride and joy. She loved to cheer her kids and
grandkids on in their various interests and ac-
tivities.

Joan’s faith in Jesus Christ defined her life.
She passionately prayed for her family, her
church and community. She faithfully studied
the Bible and asked God for His grace to be a
faithful servant. Throughout her life she
served in her local churches of First Baptist
Church (now Faith Community Church) in
West Concord and New Life Church in
Wanamingo. She also served as a member of
the Gideon’s International Auxiliary. She
touched the lives of all who knew her, and her
legacy of love and service will live on in our
hearts.

Her hobbies and interests were diverse as
she had an active mind. In addition to her
Bible studies, she typically read multiple
books at once. She loved to travel with Del to
learn about new places and cultures. Music
was a passion of hers as she enjoyed singing
in the church choir and playing piano. She
played clarinet in her high school and in the
University of Colorado pep band. The West
Concord Historical Society was a place she
enjoyed volunteering because she loved his-
tory as well as researching and updating fam-
ily genealogies. She created many special
memories for her family with delicious food
and fun activities during holidays and special
events including celebrating her Swedish her-
itage and traditions. The West Concord Study
Club and the Investment Club allowed her to
learn new ideas and share with friends over

several decades. Her home state of Colorado
held a special place in her heart along with
the many family members who she would
visit there and on their visits to Minnesota.

She was preceded in death by infant son
Timothy Paulson; parents Wallace and
Josephine Bruce; brother John (Marilyn)
Bruce; and sister Carol (Dick) Loftis.

She is survived by her husband, Delano
Paulson of Kasson, MN; her children Brad
(Susan) Paulson of West Concord, MN; Sonja
(Gary) Cowles of Staples, MN; Glenda
(Dave) Andrews of West Concord, MN,
Lance (Kristen) Paulson of Chaska, MN; and
Bruce (Kathy) Paulson of Woodbury, MN;
sister Barbara (Mac) Brown of Holyoke, CO;
and brother Bob (Karolyn) Bruce of Eaton,
CO:; her grandchildren, great & great-great
grandchildren; and her many nieces and
nephews.

A celebration of Joan's life was held at Faith
Community Church, in West Concord, on
Friday, November 1st, 2024. With a visitation
at 12:30 PM. A service followed at 1:30 PM.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
Faith Community Church (West Concord,
MN) or New Life Church (Wanamingo,
MN).

Dr. Melvin Friedrich Kirchhoff,
DVM

Dr. Melvin Friedrich Kirchhoff, DVM, of
Kenyon, died peace-
fully on October 22,
2024 at The Pillars
of Lakeville in
Lakeville, Min-
nesota.

Melvin was born
April 21, 1933, on
the family dairy
farm in Gibbon,
Minnesota. He was
the son of Fred A.
and Bertha Emma (Bethke) Kirchhoff. His
early grade school education was at the
nearby Moltke Parochial Lutheran School.
Melvin and his identical twin brother Marvin
often liked to switch the names on their desks
to confuse their teacher. Melvin’s sense of
humor remained unchanged ever since.

Melvin graduated from the University of
Minnesota with a BS Degree in 1955 and a
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine Degree in
1957. Following graduation, Melvin was em-
ployed by the Animal Research Service of the
Federal Government and stationed in Mo-
bridge, SD. This job involved monitoring
livestock sales barns and working with local
veterinarians to help eradicate disease in the
beef industry. Much of this work covered five
counties on the Standing Rock Indian Reser-
vation. Melvin was a member of the Ameri-
can Veterinary Medical Association, the
Minnesota Veterinary Medical Association,
and charter member of the Academy of Vet-
erinary Practice.

In 1957, Melvin married Esther (Kayo)

DO YOU HAVE A

STORY IDEA?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Mattila at Christ Church Lutheran in Min-
neapolis. Melvin and Kayo moved to Kenyon
in 1958 when Melvin joined the Kenyon Vet-
erinary Clinic. After 33 years of working
with large and small animals, Melvin retired
from the Veterinary Clinic in 1991. During
retirement, for many years, Melvin especially
enjoyed working on the Kevin Hildebrandt
farm during spring planting and fall harvest-
ing.

Throughout his life, Melvin enjoyed time at
the family cabin on Ten-Mile Lake, near
Hackensack, traveling and golfing with
friends and family. Annual Canada fishing
trips were highlights with his Kenyon fish-
ing buddies. Inspired by a trip to Door
County, Wisconsin in 1985, Melvin had a
love for wood carving. Starting first with
Loons and then Santa’s. For the next twenty-
two years, Melvin would carve and hand
paint 20-30 Santa’s each year for family and
friends.

He is survived by his wife of 67 years,
Kayo; three sons, Mark (Beth) Kirchhoff of
Apple Valley, Michael (Terry) Kirchhoff of
Sartell and Tom (Sarah) Kirchhoff of Wau-
paca, WI. Grandchildren; Meg Kirchhoff
Singh (Sid), Nell Kirchhoff (Tres Barbatelli),
Andrew Kirchhoff and Matthew Kirchhoff.

Besides his parents, Mel was preceded in
death by an older sister, Esther
Grischkowsky, an older brother, Edwin
Kirchhoff and his twin brother, Marvin
Kirchhoff.

A Celebration of Life Service will be held
Friday, November 22nd, at 11 am, at First
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 309 Forest
Street, Kenyon, 55946. A luncheon will be
served after the service in the church base-
ment, where all are welcome to continue to
visit and share stories of Mel’s life.

In lieu of flowers, family requests memori-
als to the church or to a charity of your
choice.

Mary Ellen (Trahms) Rehwaldt
Mary Ellen (Trahms) Rehwaldt, 94, of
Dodge Center, MN
passed away on Sat-
urday, October 26,
2024. Mary was
born on June 26,
1930, the daughter
of George Robert
and Ellen Emma
Anna (Fitzloff)
Trahms, at Im-
manuel Hospital in
Mankato, MN. She
grew up in rural Smith’s Mill near Janesville,
MN. Mary Ellen was baptized on July 27,
1930, a member of Smith's Mill Lutheran
Church, and confirmed on April 30, 1944.
She attended high school at Bethany
Lutheran College, graduating in 1948, where
she met Harold Rehwaldt, the love of her life,
during her senior year. After graduation she
attended Kahler School of Nursing in
Rochester, MN for 2 years. Mary and Harold
were married at Trinity Lutheran Church, in
Janesville, MN on June 22, 1951. They made
their home in Dodge Center, MN where they
farmed from 1951 until 1995, when they re-
tired. During those years they were blessed
with five children. In 1999 they moved from
the farm to the city of Dodge Center.

Throughout her life, Mary was an active
member of Grace Lutheran Church. In 1964,
Mary and Harold built the Dairy Queen in
Dodge Center. Mary owned and operated the
Dairy Queen until 1971 when the store was
sold. She then worked at Bowie and Mosier,
CPA office as the office secretary for 15 years.
In 1974, she was instrumental in the creation
of the Dodge Center Volunteer Ambulance
Service; she served the community as an
EMT for 15 years. No one was ever a stranger
to Mary. She loved spending time with her
family and friends. She was a generous, cre-
ative soul. She loved sewing, baking, reading,
traveling, and listening to good music. But
more than that, she loved sharing those inter-
ests with others, and passing on life’s little se-
crets. She was forever teaching.

Mary is survived by her loving husband
Harold, four sons and one daughter; Jeffrey
(Leesa) Rehwaldt of Kasson, MN, Bradley
(Carol) Rehwaldt of Deland, FL, Timothy (Ju-
dith) Rehwaldt of Sauk Rapids, MN, Sue
Ellen (Jerry) Rehwaldt Hays of Clarinda, IA,
Gregory Rehwaldt of Las Vegas, NV; brother,
Drs. George (Carol) Trahms of Novato, CA;
sister-in-law, Dr. Nancy Trahms of Tiburon,
CA; twelve grandchildren, Nathan (Sarah)
Kobi, Nicholas (Mary) Kobi, Dylan (Carly)
Rehwaldt, Devin (Lauren) Rehwaldt, Jon
(Elizabeth) Rehwaldt, Thom (Laura) Re-
hwaldt, Audrey (Paul) Ryberg, Heather Hays,
Heidi (Darin) Orme, Kelsey (Thomas)
Heeren, Seth (Jamie) Rehwaldt, Sutton (An-
nalise) Rehwaldt; twenty one great-grand-
children, Paige, Landon, Jackson, Adaline,
Gwendolyn, Elinor, Lillian, Oliver, James,
Ian, Samuel (Kelsea), Max (Megan), Natalie,
Evan, Matthew (Brittny), Riley, Ryan, Law-
son, Oscar, Kennedy and Atticus; six great
great-grandchildren, Bodhi, Theobelle, Eu-
gene, Charles, Kai and Charlotte.

She was preceded in death by her parents;
brothers, Dr. Robert Trahms and Ray Trahms;
in-laws Edgar and Frieda Rehwaldt, Dorothy
and George Williams, Charles and Gloria Re-
hwaldt, Irma and John Rehbein and Arlene
and Roger Prigge.

A funeral service will be held at 11:00 a.m.
Saturday, November 16, 2024, at Grace
Lutheran Church, 404 Central Ave N in
Dodge Center, MN with Pastor Elliott Malm
and Pastor Robert Lentz officiating. Visitation
will be 4:00-7:00 p.m. Friday, November 15,
2024, at Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes,
25 South Street SW in Dodge Center, MN and
one hour prior to her service at the church. In-
terment will be in Riverside Cemetery in
Dodge Center, MN. Mary’s entire being was
rooted in kindness and giving. She gifted hun-
dreds of her Lizzies during her lifetime. In the
spirit of Mary’s far-reaching love, we invite
you to bring your Lizzie to the service on Sat-
urday, November 16th. Also, we encourage
you to celebrate Mary’s love of the color pur-
ple in your clothing and accessories. Memo-
rials for Mary are with the Alzheimer’s
Association and Grace Lutheran Church of
Dodge Center, MN.

To share a special memory or condolence
please visit
www.czaplewskifuneralhomes.com,
Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes, 25 South
St SW Dodge Center, MN 55927, 507-374-
2155. Blessed be her memory.

(obituaries continued on page 4)
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Mark Allen Moenning
Mark Allen Moenning, 70, of Hayfield, MN
passed away on
Thursday, October
31, 2024, in Dodge
Center, MN.

Rain was in the
forecast. The last of
the round bales had
been hauled off the
field. It was late in
the day when our
Lord and Savior
called Mark Moen-
ning, age 70, of Hayfield, Minnesota, home,
proclaiming your work on earth is done good
and faithful servant. The family found Mark
peacefully sitting in his truck where he likely
was checking markets or the weather on his
tablet, having a snack and wishing his phone
charger worked better. The harvest was com-
plete. The rain came and so did the tears.

Mark was born July 5, 1954, in Norfolk, Ne-
braska, to Arno and Deloris Moenning, the
second of three sons. The family moved to
Dodge Center, Minnesota, in 1958 where his
father farmed, and with the help of his sons,
developed Moenning Farms selling Hamp-
shire breeding stock to commercial and pure-
bred producers throughout 23 states and
internationally. Mark loved and nurtured the
land, its resources, and the livestock raised on
the farm which through the years also in-
cluded Simmental and Angus cattle, and Hol-
stein market steers.

Mark attended Grace Lutheran Elementary
School and graduated from Dodge Center
Public School in 1972. He graduated from the
University of Minnesota Waseca in 1974 and
farmed in Dodge County ever since.

Mark was a champion of family, farming
and faith, using his life’s work to create a
legacy through his children and his service to
agriculture.

Mark’s 4-H activities included raising and
showing livestock in Dodge County, the Min-
nesota State Fair, and ARKSARBEN. Once
he graduated, his involvement continued as he
helped others with their livestock projects,
coached the 4-H livestock judging team, and
served on the Dodge County Fair Board for
several years. According to a former 4-Her,
Mark was respected and appreciated as a
mentor by many.

Mark will long be remembered for his pas-
sion for the livestock industry. He was active
in Dairyland Beef Producers, Dodge County
Feedlot Advisory Committee, and served on
the Dodge County Farm Bureau Board for
more than 35 years. His leadership, knowl-
edge and passion were evident in numerous
rural, agriculture and animal health issues. He
served on the Farm Bureau Resolutions Com-
mittee and the Minnesota Cattlemen’s Policy
Committee, and working closely with his fa-
ther Arno and others, laid a foundation to
proactively address pseudorabies which dev-
astated the pork industry in the 1980°s. Mark
also participated in the MN-IA Leadership
Program; he valued the friendships made and
the agricultural tour of Russia.

Mark had the memory of an elephant and
could remember conversations and other tech-
nical details from the past 40 plus years. As
one friend explained, this is probably why a

ten-minute phone call could last an hour.

Most notably, Mark was on the Minnesota
Beef Council from 1986 to 2007 where he
served as treasurer, on the executive com-
mittee, and chaired the Nutrition Research
Committee. From 1996 to 2008, he was ap-
pointed nationally to the Beef Industry Coun-
cil, and later the National Cattlemen’s Beef
Association, where he chaired the Issues
Management subcommittee and later, chaired
the Producer Communication Committee. He
was knowledgeable, insightful, a strong
leader, and a voice of reason to those who
worked with him.

Mark’s involvement in the beef industry led
to meeting his wife, Donna who worked at
the National Live Stock and Meat Board in
Chicago. As their relationship blossomed, the
two created their family farm by Hayfield
when they married in 1995 and raised three
children, Mary, Samuel and Martha. Work-
ing alongside them, Mark provided the foun-
dation that helped them raise and exhibit 4-H
and FFA livestock projects and later their
own herd of registered Simmental cattle.
Mark was the rock that kept the farm going
as the children engaged in church, school, 4-
H and FFA activities, county and state fairs,
Junior Simmental shows, Minnesota Beef
Expo, civil war re-enactments, college, col-
legiate livestock judging events, military
milestones and the travel required of Donna’s
career.

His acts of love and faith were shown in nu-
merous ways; ensuring the trailer was ready
to haul pigs to market and cattle to shows,
giving endless belly rubs to the dogs, help-
ing with school assignments, cutting tree
limbs for decorating at church, clearing snow
from cars, patiently explaining technical farm
equipment in understandable terms to his
kids and nephews, tearing up over patriotic
music as he thought of his son, planting crops
every spring and trusting God would provide
a harvest.

He was an exceptional caretaker of the land,
livestock, friends, and most importantly his
family. Mark and Donna loved one another
unconditionally and he loved his children the
same.

Mark leaves behind his wife, Donna Moen-
ning, Hayfield, MN; son, Samuel Moenning,
Columbus, GA; daughters, Mary and Martha
Moenning, Hayfield, MN; two brothers,
David Moenning, Dodge Center, MN; and
Paul (Cathy) Moenning, Dodge Center, MN;
and numerous nieces and nephews. He was
preceded in death by his parents, Arno and
Deloris Moenning.

A funeral service was held at 11:00 a.m.
Friday, November 8, 2024, at Community
Celebration Church, 27337 County Hwy 34
in Kasson, MN. Visitation was from 4:00-
7:00 p.m. Thursday, November 7, 2024, at
Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes, 501 2nd
St NW in Hayfield, MN and one hour prior to
the service at the church. Interment was in
St. John's Lutheran Cemetery in Sargeant,
MN. Blessed be his memory.

To share a special memory or condolence
please, visit www.czaplewskifuneral-
homes.com, Czaplewski Family Funeral
Homes ~ 501 2nd Street NW ~ Hayfield,
Minnesota.

Inger Dorthea Pearson
Inger Dorthea Pearson, 91, of Dodge Cen-
ter, MN passed away

peacefully sur-
rounded by her fam-
ily on Saturday,
November 2, 2024,
at Mayo Clinic St.
Mary’s Campus in
Rochester, MN.
Inger was born on
July 25, 1933, in

Bergen, Norway to

Freydar and Borgny
(Kristansen) Bergesen. She attended busi-
ness college and went on to become a book-
keeper for Claremont School. She also was
the bookkeeper for her and her husband, Nor-
man Pearson’s family business, Standard Oil
Bulk and Standard Gas Station in Dodge
Center, MN. They both retired in 1989. She
was a member of the Dodge Center Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary and Sons of Norway.
She enjoyed her many travels to Norway and
wintering in Arizona with her husband. She
also enjoyed knitting, tending to her flowers,
and spending time with her family.

Inger is survived by her children, Judith
Caron (Tom) Kropiwka of Kasson, MN and
John (Ann) Pearson of Lebanon, OH; sister,
Nina Zak of Owatonna, MN; sister-in-law,
Kathy Ludwigson of Bloomer, WI; brother-
in-law, Emery Pearson of O’Fallon, MO; 4
grandchildren, Amy Kay (Jason) Dumais of
Kasson, MN, Brian Kropiwka of Kasson,
MN, Dan Pearson of Xenia, OH, and Scott
(Rosemary) Pearson of Westchester, OH; 9

great-grandchildren, Jacob (Ally Ogden) Du-
mais, Jessica Marie (Noah) LaFavor, Ashley
Kay (Joe Jacobson) Dumais, Hunter Pearson,
Ella Pearson, Mabel Pearson, Nora Pearson,
Audrey Pearson, Emma Pearson; and many
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her mother,
Borgny Stangler; father, Freydar Bergeson;
husband, Norman Pearson; sister-in-law’s,
Deloine Pearson, Dorothy Pearson, and Iris
(Andy) Monda; brother-in-law’s, Ross
(Bibie) Pearson and Norbert Ludwigson.

In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested
to the American Lung Association, the Amer-
ican Heart Association, and Faith Lutheran
Church.

Inger would like to express a special thank
you to Larry and Rosemary Miller for all of
their loving care they have provided her over
the years.

A funeral service was held at 11:00 a.m. Fri-
day, November 8, 2024, at Faith Lutheran
Church, 308 2nd Street NW in Dodge Cen-
ter, MN. Pastor Jessica Bakken Busch offi-
ciated. Visitation was one hour prior to the
service at the church. Inurnment was in
Riverside Cemetery in Dodge Center, MN.

To share a special memory or condolence
please visit
www.czaplewskifuneralhomes.com,
Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes, 25 South
St SW Dodge Center, MN 55927, 507-374-
2155. Blessed be her memory.

(obituaries continued on page 5)

Happy Thanksgiving to all of our
friends and customers!

From the entire team
at

www.hodgmandrainage.com
507.528.2225

Ag Drainage - Residential + Excavation + Municipal & Directional + Drilling Services
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Glennis Jane Franko

Glennis Jane Franko, 93, passed away on
Monday, November
4, 2024, at Prairie
Meadows Senior Liv-
ing in Kasson, MN.

Glenny was born on
the family farm near
Estherville, Iowa on
September 26, 1931,
to Clarence and Lida
(Work) Saxton. The
family later moved
north to farms in
rural Blooming Prairie and Dodge Center. She
attended country schools and graduated from
Dodge Center High School in 1949. She then
attended the Kahler School of Nursing. While
still living at home, one day she went to town
with her father to attend a farm meeting.
Bored with the meeting, she and a friend went
to Maroo’s Tavern to get a hamburger and
soda. There they noticed a cute guy sitting out
back at a picnic table. This cute guy turned out
to be her future husband, Marty Franko.
Marty was enlisted in the Air Force. So, dur-
ing their first years of marriage they spent
time in Texas, Nebraska and back home to
Dodge Center while Marty served in Korea.
Upon his return, their next assignment was in
Bangor, Maine. Upon his discharge, they
moved to a farm south of Dodge Center where
they started farming and raising a family. In
1959 they moved the family to northern Min-
nesota near Askov. During this time Marty
took on various jobs to make ends meet.
Glenny became the “main supervisor” and
“chief hired hand” of the farm, while also
keeping track of the family which by now

numbered 6 kids. In 1962 they re-evaluated,
and the family moved back to the farm north
of Dodge Center where they increased the
family size by 2 more for a total of 5 boys and
3 girls! They spent the last 50+ years on the
farm until moving to Prairie Meadows last
year.

During her nursing career, Glenny worked
at Fairview Nursing Home. She retired after
35 years. She cared for many over the years
— patients, friends and family. She always did
so with much love and sincerity.

Glenny was involved with: Wasioja Ladies
Club, Farmers Union, United Methodist
Church, and American Legion Auxiliary. She
was always willing to lend a helping hand.
Favorite activities included: gardening,
singing, listening to music, playing the organ,
dancing, playing cards, sewing, crocheting,
cooking, baking, fishing, traveling and spend-
ing time with family.

She is survived by her husband, Marty
Franko; children, Lynn (Peggy) Franko, Deb
(Rick) Papenfus, Randy (Karen) Franko,
Dale (Darilyn) Franko, Tami (Bill) Garness,
Cherri (Dan) Mlenar, and Scott (Sherrie)
Franko; grandchildren, Jackie (Justin) Streiff,
Nick (Katelyn) Franko, Pat (Danielle)
Franko, Cody (Kindra) Papenfus, Melanie
(Andrew) Schiek, Chris (AJ) Franko, Brent
(Tanelle) Franko, Jeannine Franko, Brett
(Ashton) Franko, Danielle Franko, Rylee
Franko, Shane Mlenar, Garrett Franko,
Shelby Franko, Brock (Mackenzie) Franko,
Morgan Franko, Kylie Franko; 24 great-
grandchildren all of which she truly cherished
and adored; one sister, Beverly (Bill) Elving;
and many nieces and nephews. She was pre-
ceded in death by her son, Bruce; parents; and

her sister, Arlene (Bud) O’Donnell.

Memorials are preferred to Wildwood
Cemetery, United Methodist Church, Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary or Fairview Nursing
Home.

A funeral service was held at 1:00 p.m. Sat-
urday, November 9, 2024, at the Dodge Cen-
ter United Methodist Church, 20 1st St NE in
Dodge Center, MN. Pastor Chad Christensen
officiated. Visitation was from 4:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. Friday, November 8, 2024, at
Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes, 25 South
St SW in Dodge Center, MN and one hour
prior to her service at the church. Interment
was in Wildwood Cemetery in Wasioja, MN.
Following her service there was a luncheon
at United Methodist Church.

To share a special memory or condolence
please visit
www.czaplewskifuneralhomes.com. Blessed
be her memory.

Sharon Lee Alice Darr

Sharon Lee Alice Darr, age 83, a lifelong
resident of Dodge
Center, MN passed
away on Saturday,
November 9, 2024,
at St Mary’s Hospi-
tal, in Rochester,
MN, surrounded by
the love and strength
of her family.

Sharon was born
on February 10,
1941, to Guy
Thompson and Caroline (Duncan) Thompson
in Rochester, MN. She attended and gradu-
ated from Dodge Center High School in

That's the Latest \

On the Farm

By Emery Kleven

Emery is now a retired farm broadcaster after
starting at KDHL in Faribault in 1987.
He'’s a 1971 graduate of West Concord High

School. You can view past columns at his
Wsiz‘e RoadFarming.com. You can email him at

emery@roadfarming .com.

My friend and colleague at the WC His-
torical Society, Colleen Hayne, does a lot of
research before she writes her Museum
Musings that you see on the next page. The
museum has old WC Enterprise papers that
go back to before 1900. Me, I usually make
up stuff or go from memory of some event.
However, for this column, I did a little re-
search. I was actually looking for my pock-
etknife but then I ran across some old radio
scripts from 1989/90.

While working at KDHL, I would write

and record Ag commentary programs for the
Minnesota Farm Network that would be
broadcast statewide. My 90 second com-
mentary would air Monday through Friday
during the weeks I was scheduled. The pro-
grams would deal with the current activities
of agriculture. Other farm broadcasters in-
cluding Don Wick and Mike Murphy, would
do these programs on a rotating schedule.
The program was called ‘On the Farm’.

I kept all of my scripts that were typed out
IN ALL CAPS on an IBM Selectric, much
like the typewriter that I learned to type on in
Mrs. Peterson’s typing class at West Concord
High School. One of the scripts I found was
about living on the farm. When you live on
the farm, you take a lot of things for granted.
But if you’re a new person on the farm, there
are some rules you need to learn. For in-
stance, never chip, chop or scrape frozen ma-
nure with your mouth open. Never let a farm
dog lick you in the face. Never question
someone yelling ‘Run for it!’

If you make a gentleman’s agreement,
eventually you’ll need a lawyer. If you
shook hands on it, you may need two
lawyers. The chainsaw that always starts on
the first pull will need three men and a boy to
start it at the auction sale. If your wife emp-
ties your pockets to wash your work clothes,
you’ll feel lost for about a week until you get
everything back in your pockets where they
belong. (This, by the way, is why I was look-
ing for my pocketknife). Never spread ma-
nure with the wind and never go to town

without first checking your face in the mir-
IOr.

Another program dealt with how to teach
kids about living on the farm. To teach kids
what animals are, we tell them that they’re
all cows, even if it is a bull or steer or
heifer. It’s a bit technical for a 5 year old.
But by the time they’re say 29 or so, it’s
okay to tell them that a bull is a man cow.
A steer, well now that’s a has-been bull. A
heifer, that’s a future cow. You can do the
same for other animals. Horses for exam-
ple, we teach our children or grandchildren
to look at the horse, but is it a stallion,
mare, philly or gelding? Eventually we
need to call a cow a cow and a bull a bull.

Finally, I came across an old market re-
port I did one day. Helium was up, feath-
ers were down. Paper was stationary.
Fluorescent tubing was dimmed in light
trading. Knives were up sharply, Cows
steered into a bull market while pencils lost
a few points. Elevators rose while escala-
tors continued their slow decline. Weights
were up in heavy trading, Light switches
were off. Mining equipment hit rock bot-
tom while diapers remained unchanged.
Shipping lines stayed at an even keel while
the market for raisins dried up. Coca Cola
fizzled and caterpillar stock inched up a
bit. Balloon prices were inflated, Scott Tis-
sue touched a new bottom and batteries ex-
ploded in an attempt to recharge the
market. That’s the latest!

1959. She married the love of her life, Darrell
Darr and together they just celebrated 65
years of marriage. Sharon was a homemaker,
raising her four daughters, Tamara, Londa,
Michelle, and Darla. As her family grew up,
they spent many weekends at the family
cabin on the lake in Faribault and Mankato.
Her love for water included just about any
water sport or just family time at the lake.
Sharon could often be heard cheering loudly
for her children and grandchildren in the
stands as she loved attending all their sport-
ing events. Sharon loved to sing and per-
formed with the Sweet Adeline’s and sang in
the church choir at the United Methodist
Church. She also shared her amazing gift,
singing at many funerals, weddings and
Christmas programs as a soloist. She enjoyed
canning and working in her garden, provid-
ing the freshest food for her family. Sharon
was a wonderful cook and had no problem
cooking for a large crowd, especially family
holidays and get togethers. She absolutely
loved family gatherings and especially en-
joyed playing games with her children and
grandchildren. She was an avid golfer, play-
ing with friends and family here in Dodge
Center and in Arizona where she wintered
with her husband for 24 years. Sharon loved
dancing, traveling, going with her husband to
car club events, crocheting, and playing cards
with friends. Her smile and laughter were in-
fectious and will be missed by all who knew
and loved her.

She was preceded in death by her parents,
Guy and Caroline Thompson; and her sister,
Dawne Clapper.

She is survived by her loving husband, Dar-
rell; her children, Tamara (Robert) Pfeffer,
Londa (Robert) Osborn, Michelle (Tim)
Fitzgerald, and Darla Newcomb; her grand-
children, Jared, Hannah, Logan, Danelle,
Elizabeth, Samuel, Grace, MiKayla, Sarah,
Mallory, Delaney, Presley, and Aubrey; great
grandchildren, Ashton, Addison, Hendrixx,
Burke, Caroline and Wrenly; sisters, Hope
Holz, and Suzanne Pennington; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

A celebration of life will be held at 12:00
p-m. Saturday, November 23, 2024, at
Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes, 25 South
St SW Dodge Center, MN, with Pastor Chad
Christensen officiating. Visitation will at
10:30 a.m. until the time of her service at the
funeral home. Inurnment will be held at a
later date in Riverside Cemetery in Dodge
Center, MN.

To share a special memory or condolence
please visit
www.czaplewskifuneralhomes.com,
Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes, 25 South
St SW Dodge Center, MN 55927, 507-374-
2155. Blessed be her memory.

Keeping your name
in front of your
potential customers
is an essential part
of marketing your
business in todays
competitive market.

Call Terry at 507-951-7417 or
email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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FINALLY!
Cuisine Worthy
of that Beautiful
1900's Building
in Kenyon

N

By Ashley McGuire

Listen, Cahill Bistro & Bar in Kenyon.
Breakfast. In particular: The Eggs Benedict
with the green sauce, the paneer cheese and
sweet potato cake and the Breakfast Steak
was incredible.

Also, the Shrimp Taco, the Mexican Tres
Leche Cake, the flourless chocolate torte, and
the Ecuadorian Flan.

You’ll thank me. I promise.

The food was bold and delicious, super
fresh and great quality. Every bite was a fla-
vor adventure. Even the ketchup I asked for
tasted “extra good”. The chocolate was
“much muchier” than most. I don’t know
how they’re making it, but it was stunning.

Cahill’s is a sensation. I am so grateful I
was able to go. Cannot wait to return. I
highly recommend it!

Owner Christian Pino has developed an out-
standing menu.

By circumstance and choice, I find myself
living in rural SE MN and while I enjoy the
privacy and lack of hubbub the country af-
fords, some days I just miss a place with linen
napkins, shining silverware, sparkling goblets

and splendid windows.

I miss rich, full-bodied coffee, served table
side, with cream in a real cup. I call it “hotel
coffee” and it is one of the most comforting
things I know.

I found both at Chahill’s in Kenyon.

Take your friends and family. Or go and sit
at the bar. It’s beautiful.

Cahill’s is a “must-do” for Date Night but
also fine for Happy Hour, lunch and break-
fast.

I mean, they’ve nailed it. This is not just
some experiment they’re doing. These peo-
ple are crushing it. It’s delicious fine dining
in a casual atmosphere.

The service is low-key, professional and
friendly. And accurate. I love that.

The room is spacious, impressive and spot-
less. There is good division between intimate
seating and larger groups.

I like their online presence. Its organized,
which I like.

I am not much of a drinker, but they offer
what look like great cocktails, plus wine and
beer.

Dessert offerings are impressive.

I expect the patio will be packed in the sum-
mer.

I hope they decide to cater events, too.

The food: Hands down, some of the most
spectacular food I have eaten.

Got a Great
Local News Story‘{

Tell us about it today!

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Cahill’s Bistro and Bar located at
632 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN 55946
(507) 623-1001
www.cahillbistrobar.com
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We know you have choices aplenty, and we thank you

for supporting us this year.
Happy Thanksgiving!
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COMMUNITY GROWN INSURANCE

...yout’re covered!
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Kalass Agenty Sviggum Agency

242 Main Street, Zumbrota, MN
Phone: 507-732-7614
Email: kalassagency@kalassagency.com

133 Main Street, Wanamingo
Phone: 507-824-5105

Email: agent@svigguminsurance.com

Insurance Brokers of Byron || North Risk Partners, Rochester

505 Frontage Rd NE, Byron MN 55920 2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100, Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-775-7280 Phone: 507-288-7600
Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com
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LIFE IS A SONG - SING IT!

By Colleen Sathrum Hayne

We have many wonderful, interesting artifacts at the Museum, but unquestionably, one of my
favorites is the Quackenbush violin. It was featured in October at the Minnesota State Fiddlers
Association gathering at the Museum and played and enjoyed by the fiddlers, as well as the
audience. It has a story, of course, and it all began with a man named David Quackenbush.

David’s family was of Dutch descent, known as Quackenbosch in the Netherlands, and were
among the early families to come to America, arriving in the mid 1600s. David was born in
Rockland County, New York in 1853 and moved with his parents to Concord Township in 1856
where they were among the group of first settlers from the eastern United States. David helped
on the family farm during his eight years of public education and afterward. When David’s
father determined that he was old enough, he gave David 36 acres of his own to farm on the
southwest corner of section 17, directly south of his father’s 80 acres. In 1874 David married
Emma Carr who grew up on a nearby farm. They had a family of five children, one of whom
was Ivan, the father of Marian Monical, a well-loved teacher in West Concord.

We don’t have any records telling us how David’s love of music and talent developed, but we
do know that he formed the Quackenbush Orchestra in 1879. It was comprised of 4 musicians
from the Concord area and later became a family group.

They were in demand all over the area. The early West Concord newspapers are sprinkled
with items like this: “The Quackenbush Orchestra played for a dance in Dodge Center Friday
evening.” “Thanksgiving night the Quackenbush String Band was at Zumbrota.” “The
Quackenbush Orchestra was at a dance in Richland on the 4th of July.” At the Hubbell House in
Mantorville is a framed invitation to a New Year’s Eve ball with music furnished by the
Quackenbush String Band. They were in demand because they were good musicians. The West
Concord Enterprise frequently gave glowing accounts of their playing. “There is scarcely a ball
of any note in Dodge County but what it is in demand, for this orchestra is noted for its excellent
playing and perfect time.” And this—‘“a love of dancing still lingers like a bewitching sin
around old Concord, where Quackenbush & Co. played to a big crowd of happy young people.”

The establishment of West Concord in 1885, when the railroad came through, prompted David
to engage in a new enterprise connected to music. He and M.S. Bayless started a music store in
1891 on the northwest side of Main Street. After a year David bought out his partner’s interest
and operated the store until 1910.

How I wish I could have visited the Quackenbush Music Store! David sold so many things
that I love. His stock included sheet music, pianos, parlor organs, books, strings, Victor Talking
Machines, and more. The turn of the twentieth century was the heyday of pianos and parlor
organs in the home. Just think about it. When the lamps were turned on between supper and
bedtime what did families do? There was no telephone, radio, or car. Often the daughters of the
home played the piano or parlor organ and provided the evening’s entertainment. In 1900 there
were a million pianos in American homes.

They were viewed as something of a status symbol and a sign of respectability in middle class
homes. American factories were busy producing pianos in an affordable price range for the
mass of buyers who wanted them. This was a promising time for a main street music store.

One of David’s sales was recorded in the Enterprise. “Dave Quackenbush has sold to Joe
Erath of Skyberg, his fancy Crown organ for $125. Joe has a daisy.” “Daisy” in those days
meant the cream of the crop.

A 1904 Enterprise lauded David’s successful business by reporting, “From every nook and corner of the county, patrons come when in need of anything in the musical line
whether it be a grand piano or a string.” David proved himself to be an entrepreneurial businessman. Besides musical instruments he sold sewing machines, bicycles, tuned and
repaired instruments, and was a drop-off site for watch repairs.

In 1902 David reported to the West Concord Enterprise editors that he had come into possession of a “very rare old violin of the David Hopf make. The instrument shows great
age, and when repaired, is worth $250.00.” You’ve perhaps guessed? That is the
very violin that was given to the Museum in 1996 by David’s granddaughter. Something that adds interest and value to the instrument is that it has a label that reads ‘“Repaired
and adjusted by O.M. Robinson.” Robinson began his career as a gunmaker in New England and eventually moved to St. Paul, Minnesota where he began to make
and repair violins. David often took the train to St. Paul to replenish his stock and, no doubt, left his new acquisition with Mr. Robinson to be repaired and brought to optimal
condition.

David was such an important figure in West Concord’s early life. His orchestra is listed as the music providers for many an early 20th century West Concord High School
graduation. He was also postmaster in West Concord during the time of Grover Cleveland’s presidency. He served as Justice of the Peace and was director of the bands of two
lodges, the Ancient Order of United Workmen and the Modern Woodmen of America. He also took time to train a “Kid” band of 15 members.

In 1910, at age 57, David sold his store and farm and he and Emma moved to a fruit farm near Corvallis, Oregon, where their daughter Jennie lived. There he was fond of
taking a daily three mile walk or bike ride to the village to socialize with other residents. Sadly, David gradually lost his eyesight and developed other physical problems which
led to his hospitalization in the Rochester State Hospital. He died there in 1929 at age 76. He is buried at Concord cemetery at the north end of the middle section. My “family”
grows as I learn about these people who shaped West Concord’s early history. I visited David’s grave this past week and thanked him for his music.

As Maria von Trapp once said, “Music acts like a magic key, to which the most tightly closed heart opens.” Thanks, David, for joyously opening so many hearts with your
music.

Quackenbush Music Store is the short building second from the right on
the picture. The sign reads D.Quackenbush, Musical Instruments &
Strings.

David Quackenbush, in the middle with his fiddle, surrounded by
A.0.U.W. members.

(additional picture at www.westconcordmn.net, www.claremontmn.net, www.dodgecentermn.com)
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NOTICE: West Concord

Council Seat Service
Appointment November 27
The West Concord

If you are interested in the open
council seat, the council will be
appointing the seat at the
council meeting on
November 21 at 7:00 PM.
West Concord Bell Tower Center
401 Main Street.

Please provide a letter of interest
to city hall by November 18.

Community
Thanksgiving serv-
ice is Wednesday,
November 27 at 7:00 pm. It will be held
at Trinity Lutheran Church in West Con-
cord (301 Highland St). Let us join to-
gether to give thanks.

Pastors Peter Moen and Dave Breeder-
land will be sharing devotional thoughts.

Community Thanksgiving

Join us for Book Group at the West Concord Library
Saturday, November 30 from 9-10am

Before the Coffee Gets Cold by Toshikazu Kawaguchi, Geoffrey Trousselot (Translator)

In a small back alley in Tokyo, there is a café which has been serv-
ing carefully brewed coffee for more than one hundred years. But this
coffee shop offers its customers a unique experience: the chance to
travel back in time.

In Before the Coffee Gets Cold, we meet four visitors, each of
whom is hoping to make use of the café’s time-travelling offer, in
order to: confront the man who left them, receive a letter from their
husband whose memory has been taken by early onset Alzheimer's,
to see their sister one last time, and to meet the daughter they never
got the chance to know.

But the journey into the past does not come without risks: customers
must sit in a particular seat, they cannot leave the café, and finally, they must return to the
present before the coffee gets cold...

Toshikazu Kawaguchi’s beautiful, moving story explores the age-old question: what
would you change if you could travel back in time? More importantly, who would you
want to meet, maybe for one last time?

213 pages Paperback, First Published December 6, 2015

**WATER & SEWER UTILITY UPDATE**

Past Due Accounts: Important Notice for Residents

As we approach the end of the year, the City of West Con-
cord is reviewing past due accounts for water and sewer serv-
ices. Properties with outstanding balances exceeding 30 days
will see their amounts assessed to property taxes. If this applies
to you, a notification letter has already been sent from the city.
For residents needing assistance, payment plans can be
arranged by contacting City Hall at (507) 527-2668.

A Public Hearing will be held on November 21,2024, during
the Council Meeting at 7:00 PM to discuss these matters fur-
ther.

New Due Dates and Late Fees

Starting January 1, 2025, the due date for all water and sewer
bills will be standardized to the 21st of each month. Should the
21st fall on a weekend, payments will be due the preceding Friday to prevent any late
fees. Additionally, ACH payments processed through City Hall will be automatically with-
drawn around this due date.

It’s important to note that while late fees were suspended during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, this will change as of January 1, 2025. Any bills not settled by the 21st will incur
a late fee of 10% of the total billed amount, which will be added to the next bill for the ac-
count holder.

These adjustments aim to simplify billing processes and help residents better manage
their water and sewer expenses. For further inquiries, residents are encouraged to reach out
to City Hall at (507) 527-2668 or via email at administrator@westconcordmn.com.

Stay Informed and Prepared

We appreciate your cooperation and understanding as we implement these changes for
the benefit of our community. Remember, the City Council meets on the 3rd Thursday of
every month unless it is a public holiday. Please do not hesitate to ask questions or seek
assistance with your accounts or any city business. The City of West Concord staff are
committed to serving our residents.

Snow Emergencies

It’s that time of year again! Although our fall has felt a little more like summer,
winter is right around the corner. As a reminder, the City of West Concord has a snow
ordinance for all city streets. Every effort is made to keep streets clear of snow and ice
during and after a snowstorm. The city can’t do it all alone and we rely on you, to help
us, by following the snow rules set in place by council.

Snow Emergencies: No vehicle or trailer shall be parked on any city street or alley
during a declared snow emergency. A snow emergency is defined as any time the
quantity of snow warrants the deployment of snowplows. During snow emergencies,
no parking shall be allowed on the road or alley for 48 hours after the start of a
snowfall. Warnings and/or citations will be issued to vehicle owners parked in the
path of snowplow on the first pass. Any vehicle violating this article may be towed
without notice to the property owner, at the owner’s expense.

Piling of Snow: Persons shall not push or deposit snow or ice into a street or alley
from private property or public boulevards. Do not pile snow at street corners or at
the ends of public drives so it interferes with the view of the traveling public.

Property owners will be charged removal costs if such piles must be
removed by City staff or other agent of City.

As a reminder, the city code states:

800.01 Repair and maintenance of sidewalks. The owner of property v
within the city abutting a public sidewalk must keep the sidewalk in

repair and safe for pedestrians. The owner and occupant of the property
must use diligence to remove snow, ice, dirt or rubbish from the sidewalk.
Snow and ice must be removed within 24 hours after a snow or sleet storm.
Sidewalks must be kept free of debris, including the trimming of tree limbs.

1310.11 Subd. 1 ‘A “snow removal period” as used in the
subsection means a period of time commencing at the beginning of
each snowfall and lasting for 48 hours after a snowfall even if the
snow has been removed from city streets.’

1310.11 Subd. 2 ‘Parking prohibition. During a snow removal
period, it is unlawful to park or leave standing a vehicle on any
street between the hours of 1:00 o’clock a.m. and 6:00 o’clock a.m.

Thank you for your help in keeping our streets and
sidewalks free from snow and ice this winter.
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West Concord Events
* Truth in Taxation Meeting —
6:00 pm on December 19 at the
Bell Tower Center

For up-to-date
information
from the
City of West Concord
visit
www.westconcordmn.com
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Local
Ambulance
Director Has
Long History
with Hurricane
Ravaged NC
L

(continued from page 1)

My daughters attend Kasson-Mantorville.

I have been the pastor at Concord for almost
ten years. I am also the Ambulance Director
and an EMT with the West Concord Fire De-
partment. I am also a chaplain with the Dodge
County Sheriff’s Office.

My two older daughters Kiley (15) and Han-
nah (12), were born in Elizabethton, TN. We
were living in Johnson City, TN as I was at-
tending Emmanuel Christian Seminary at Mil-
ligan University. Elizabethton was a local
hospital where a generous OB/GYN doctor
delivered seminary students’ babies for a min-
imal fee. It was a ministry of his to help serve
those who were training to go into ministry.

Once I finished seminary with my Master of
Divinity degree, we moved back to Minnesota
to find ministry in the local church. I started at
Concord Church of Christ in April of 2015.

Since that time, I have visited the region 10
times, and my family has made the trip three
times. We made some great friends while

down there and it is always good to visit and
catch up with them.

Johnson City, along with Kingsport, TN
and Bristol, TN, are major population cen-
ters and are called the Tri-Cities. Elizabeth-
ton is a decent-sized city of around 15,000
and we spent a lot of time shopping, enjoy-
ing the restaurants & coffee places, and
learning about the history of Revolutionary
War and the part this area and its citizens
played in it.

The area we lived is in the foothills of the
Appalachian Mountain Range and only 30
minutes from an entry point to the Ap-
palachian Trail. Due to the topography of the
mountains, roads wound around the moun-
tains and in lots of valleys, often following
the rivers.

In general, the climate in East Tennessee is
temperate and our winters were mild com-
pared to the Upper Midwest. I remember
only once experiencing the latent effects of a
hurricane, which by that time was a heavy,
constant rain that did not affect the area ad-
versely.

We would receive sporadic snowfalls nor-
mally with little accumulation. However,
even the threat of snow would cause most
schools to close and drivers to be on edge.
With the occasional heavy snow events,
much of the region was crippled for a couple
of days as they do not have near the re-
sources like we do for removing snow.

In mid-September I flew into Charlotte, NC
and drove a rental car through the mountains
to Elizabethton for a series of meetings that
I was a part of. Our meeting place was First
Christian Church in Elizabethton.

When Hurricane Helene made its way
through the region, I was in shock of what it
was doing to the area. To have had firsthand
knowledge of the area for four years and
even just a couple of weeks prior to the storm
and then see the destruction was devastating.

Elizabethton was hit hard with flooding,
downed trees, and electrical outages, but
they were relatively safe from the long-last-
ing effects of what happened just east of
them in the mountains.

Many of our friends were directly affected
by the hurricane. They have mostly recov-
ered with electricity being restored and tree
removal efforts being performed.

Elizabethton has become something of a
gateway into the mountains where supplies
and rescue efforts could assemble. With so

many roads being washed away, mudslides
that were wreaking havoc on towns and
homes, and the loss of homes and lives, it is
hard to put into words the devastation in the
region.

The First Christian Church where our meet-
ings were held became a central hub for dis-
persing supplies for a mission organization
called International Disaster Emergency
Service (IDES).

With the recent news of colder temperatures
in East Tennessee and Western North Car-
olina, recovery efforts from Hurricane Helene
are being made more difficult. Many are
seeking shelter from the cold.

The biggest concern is road access. It will
take months if not a year or two for some of

(continued on page 13)
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\ (continued from page 12)

the roads—including interstates—to be re-
paired. Closely related is the massive re-
building effort that will need to take place for
communities and individual living spaces.
The amount of water damage along with mud
and silt build up in homes and in neighbor-
hoods will take a long time to clean up and
will cost a lot of money. And many of these
areas are inhabited with lower-income folk

who will struggle to get the money to rebuild.

Being so far away from the disaster often
makes it difficult for us to fully comprehend
how lives have been altered forever due to
this historic storm. We can see the videos and
the pictures and hear the stories, but to be on
the ground is an entirely different perspec-
tive. What we must realize is how long it will
take for them to recover; to rebuild roads &
homes, to regain a sense of normalcy in their
lives where they do not have to think about
just getting the next thing accomplished in
order to live in a home, to not have to worry
about food or money.

Thankfully, there are many good relief or-
ganizations and churches who are on the
front lines of distributing food and water, but
also feeding workers and being a safe haven
for those in need of a shower or a place to
sleep.

We are praying for them, and we want to
help however we can.”

You can help Hurricane victims in North
Carolina and Tennessee, at www.samari-
tanspurse.org

WISHING YOU
JOY AND ABUNDANCE
AT THIS
SPECIAL TIME OF YEAR.

i s are Elizabeth

ner E\it:sra Hoeft, Ka;h:g\é\é

i ann ,
Chappms&é—?—\oeft and

Serenity Swenson:

SPONSORED 4
Y - Tlnor in photography.

FUTURE PLANS
After graduation she plans

r\tp go to college and major
In veterinary science and

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord + Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm - June-October Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am
507-527-2408 | www.ldrecycling.com

Steel, Farm Machinery,
Car Bodies, Aluminum,
Copper, Batteries,
Appliances,
E-Scrap




Page 14 - DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER - November 13, 2024

We’'re filled with gratitude to be surrounded by friends
and neighbors at Thanksgiving.
Your year-round support means the world to us,
and we thank you for your business.

We will be closed Thursday, November 28th so our employees
can enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday.

www.mbtbank.bank

Austin | Blooming Prairie | Dodge Center | Hayfield
Mantorville | Rochester
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Changes in Latitudeh
Changes in Attitudes

Transistor
Radios

By Terry Campbell

This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.

Terry now splits his time between Minnesota
\\when its warm here and Tennessee

when it’s cold here.

One of the earlier favorite memories I had
as a kid was the radio. I enjoyed listening to
the radio. But I had no control over the sta-
tions when I was real young. The radio in the
barn was on KDHL. Polka music, weather
and farm market reports was all it played.
There was a radio in the milking barn and
one in the hog barn. My dad said it calmed
the livestock to hear music all day. It sure
helped beat the monotony when I was clean-
ing and feeding the animals.

In the car it wasn’t much different. My dad
controlled the dial and it was usually WCCO
and the Minnesota Twins with Herb Carneal
and Halsey Hall. About the only music they

played was the Hamm’s beer commercial. All
we knew existed back then was AM (ampli-
tude modulation) and I had no idea what that
meant. Just that it got fuzzy when it stormed
and clicked in time to the electric fence
around the farm.

My dad had an old red transistor radio that
operated off D cell batteries. I would take it
out with me when I did farm work like clean-
ing calf pens and listen to KYMN in North-
field. Its range was quite limited and that was
all I could find in my musical tastes.

Somewhere around 1971 I purchased my
own transistor AM radio. I believe I bought it
at the Gambles Hardware store. It was a fu-
turistic style in the form of a round yellow
globe with a silver chain and ring attached to
it. It was a Panasonic Panapet designed to
commemorate the World Expo in Osaka,
Japan. It had two chrome dials for volume
and tuning and the AM display inset on the
surface of the ball.

This was great, now I could listen to my fa-
vorite radio station, 1270 KWEB Rochester.
I kept in in the headboard of my bed and lis-
tened to it before I went to sleep and the first
thing when I woke up. C.J Stevens was one
of the deejays at KWEB and I remember he
was killed in a tractor rollover accident on his
dad’s farm in the early 1970’s. This radio
used the small 9-volt batteries which lasted
much longer than the big old D cells.

Our tractors didn’t have radios. They did-
n’teven have cabs. I bought a fender radio at
Farm and Home and put on the John Deere .
4020. It was only an AM radio but it kept me
from falling asleep in the field.

The radio is a great marker of time for me.
Often when I hear a song I will be trans-

wedding or
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ported back in my mind to the time and place
when I first heard it. Some of these are a trip
of almost sixty-years into the past.

I developed a habit of having a radio in
each farm building. They are always on.
That way I do not miss a song as I go from
one building to another doing chores. They
are all tuned to KRPR, 89.9. That is the clas-
sic rock station in Rochester. Classic rock
without the talk, twenty-four hours a day. On
five radios in five farm buildings all simul-
taneously cranking out the music. I do wear
out radios every year, but the one in the shop
is a Radio Shack boom box I have had since
the mid 1980’s. It just keeps on running.

In Tennessee I listen to WTPR 101.7. The
greatest hits of all time in Paris, Tennessee.
They have the Swap Shop every morning six
days week at 9am. It is like a hillbilly Face-
book marketplace. But the best is a couple
weeks before Christmas, they switch to all

Christmas music, all the time, during the hol-
iday season. Music is timeless and a very en-
joyable part of life.

A Minnesotanh
Holiday Fires

By RosaLin Alcoser

o

Other than watching the Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day Parade on the television my
family does not have any other Thanks-
giving Day traditions. There was a short
time when I was in college back in South-
ern Missouri where my sister and I did
have one.

For two years it was the Alcoser sister's
transition to go out for dim sum on
Thanksgiving Day. It was a fun tradition
that involved me driving across the state to
visit her and going out on Thanksgiving;
after we watched the parade of course.
Prior to this she had come to my place ex-
actly once.

That year I cooked a semi traditional
Thanksgiving meal. We had turkey, a veg-
etable and a pumpkin cake. I know pie
would have been more traditional but we
had cake and it was excellent. After that
my sister declared that all the work I put
into making that meal was too much bother
for just the two of us.

However, I think the real reason she de-
cided that I would come to her and we
would go out was due to my dishwasher
catching on fire after dinner. At the time I
still lived in student housing and the dish-
washer in my apartment was probably
from the late 1990s or early 2000s.

Right was we were getting ready to head
out to go for a walk; which you can do on

Thanksgiving in the south. When my sis-
ter looked over and saw smoke rising out
of the turned off dishwasher. She threw
open the door to see that the bottom coil
was on fire. While she threw baking soda
onto the fire I threw the breaker to the dish-
washer to keep the fire from restarting.

Thankfully nothing was damaged and did
not restart on fire after its power was cut.
The dishwasher did get replaced by a dif-
ferent and less flammable old dishwasher.
Making that Thanksgiving the one and
only time that my sister has ever come to
my apartment for a holiday. Even though I
now have a much more reliable dish-
washer.

McMartin

Electric Inc.
507-528-2578

64005 130th Ave.
Claremont, MN
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Cholesterol
Truths

By Noel Aldrich, PhD, CNS
Licensed Nutritionist

"

What do you know about cholesterol? Is it
good to have cholesterol, or is it bad? Is it
possible to have too much of a good thing?
What is the big deal about cholesterol? It is
one of the most frequently mentioned topics
at the physical exam in the doctor’s office, so
what is the big deal? Let’s identify some
truths about cholesterol.

First, “25 percent of the total amount of
cholesterol found in the human body is local-
ized in the brain,” according to Dr. Kelly Bro-
gan, MD. All of your nerve tissue is
dependent on cholesterol to provide a protec-
tive layer around the nerve strands so the

electrical signals move to the right destina-
tion. Think of cholesterol as the insulation
around an electrical wire. If the insulation is
missing, charges can misfire, and injury can
happen. Dr. Brogan states, “the brain is the
most cholesterol-rich organ in the body.”
Sounds like a pretty important nutrient.

Second, your body makes cholesterol every
day from the food that you consume. Ac-
cording to the Encyclopedia of Human Nu-
trition, between 600 — 800 mg of cholesterol
are made throughout your body each day to
be used in a variety of chemical reactions to
support your health. This amount your body
makes is more than twice the amount of cho-
lesterol any person will typically eat in a day.
So, challenges with high cholesterol are not
due to eating too much cholesterol.

Third, your body needs cholesterol to sur-
vive. Not only is your brain dependent on
cholesterol but every cell of your body re-
quires cholesterol to construct the cell mem-
brane that makes a functional -cell.
Cholesterol is an important structural piece
of the cell membrane helping to hold together
the microscopic layers that make up the cell
membrane. Without cholesterol the cell
membrane falls apart and cellular function is
lost.

Fourth, cholesterol is an important chemical
for a number of essential activities in your
body. Your body uses cholesterol to build all
the hormones that direct your body activities.
Bile acids that help you digest food are based
on the cholesterol structure. Vitamin D, one

of the only vitamins your body can make on
its own, is made from cholesterol that is en-
ergized and transformed by ultra-violet light
from the sun. When you get a suntan during
the summer months, you are also getting a
boost of Vitamin D as the sunlight converts
cholesterol into this essential vitamin.

Fifth, cholesterol is shuttled throughout the
body in different packages. The Low Density
Lipoprotein (LDL) delivers cholesterol to the
various cells of the body. Many times the
quantity of LDL begins to get high, and some
of these LDL can get oxidized, which means
inflammation can start and blood vessels can
get damaged. This damage is where build up
in arteries can begin to take place. The High
Density Lipoprotein (HDL) picks up choles-
terol from the cells of the body and returns
the cholesterol to the liver. A healthy liver
controls distribution of cholesterol and the re-
cycling of cholesterol. Higher levels of HDL
are important because this indicates your
body is recycling cholesterol well. Therefore,
you want to see a healthy ratio of LDL to
HDL when you have cholesterol blood test
completed. A healthy ratio is about 2 to 1 for
LDL to HDL.

Finally, statin medications for reducing cho-
lesterol levels are not as helpful as you may
believe. Dr. David Diamond and Dr. Uffe
Ravnskov published a research paper in 2015
in the journal Expert Review of Clinical
Pharmacology, showing an overall improve-
ment of only 1% when statin medication is
used. In addition, statin medication can also

turn off the natural process of the body to
make Coenzyme Q 10, which is an important
molecule for you to generate energy. Addi-
tionally, a 2012 paper in the Archives of In-
ternal Medicine described a study completed
at a Mayo clinic that found older women in
menopause were 48% more likely to develop
diabetes when taking a statin medication.
The drug interventions for cholesterol modi-
fication are not producing the healthful effects
that are promoted.

The cholesterol debate has many compli-
cated pieces, but the facts listed above provide
some basic truths for you to begin to process.
There are healthy food combinations that can
help you manage cholesterol without the in-
tervention of drugs and most of the drugs will
not be as effective as you would like anyway.
As you review your health goals for the com-
ing year, consider what changes you are will-
ing to make to be less dependent upon the
local pharmacy and more knowledgeable
about the foods that will promote your health.

Contact me to discuss your health goals for
the coming year. I can help you realize
greater health freedom in 2025. You can con-
tact me at nutritionproportion@gmail.com, or
check out my website at www.nutritionpro-

portion.net

*Information and opinions expressed in this article are
those of the author and may not reflect those of The Mes-
senger.

- Offer Raw Bones

salmonella.
- Use Dental Chews and Toys

particularly efficient in this role.
* Professional Dental Cleaning:

Including raw meaty bones in your pet’s diet can be a natural and healthy way to remove
plague. However, you should be cautious and choose appropriate-sized bones to avoid
choking or dental damage. Remember that bones can splinter, so exercise caution. Another
thing to keep in mind is to source the raw bones from trusted suppliers to reduce the risk of

You should stock up on special dental chews and toys for dogs that are meant to be chewed
and gnawed on. Such toys and yummy treats are especially useful for fighting plaque,
essentially not allowing it to build up. Look for products with ridges or textures that are

If all else fails, you should explore the option of a professional tooth cleaning service.
Sometimes, the plaque is too severe to be treated at home and requires the use of dental
tools that can be only found at a vet’s office. In most cases, your dog will also be sedated for
the duration of the process so you don’t have to worry about them getting stressed — it’s pain-
free and can make a drastic change for the better.
In the end, remember to consult with your veterinarian if you are worried about the amount of
plague on your pet’s teeth as they can provide guidance on the most suitable products and
techniques for your specific dog. Regular veterinary check-ups are crucial for monitoring your
dog’s oral health and addressing any dental issues promptly so don’t skip them!

How Gan | Remove Plague from My Dog’s Teeth?

We love our dogs and many of us won’t say no to puppy smooches — but to be fair, not all furballs have the freshest breath out there. If your dog has bad-
smelling breath, the culprit might be plaque buildup and the bacteria overgrowth that comes with it.
We all know that bacteria are responsible for all things smelly, and when it comes to oral hygiene, the reason why bacteria are there in the first place is bits of
leftover food that slowly but surely turn into tartar on your pet’s teeth. The best way to prevent plaque on a dog’s teeth is to brush them, but what about existing
buildup? How can you remove plaque from your dog’s teeth at home — or is it something that has to be done professionally? Here’s what you need to know about
plague and tartar and how best to remove them.
Maintaining good dental health in dogs is crucial for their overall well-being. Addressing plaque in your dog’s teeth is not just about maintaining a bright smile; it’s a
key aspect that contributes to their overall health, happiness, and longevity. Regular dental care is an investment in your dog’s well-being that pays off in various
ways - it's sure way to prevent dental diseases such as gingivitis and periodontitis, eliminate bad breath odor, avoid tooth decay and loss, and maintain your
dog’s good appetite. After all, dogs depend on their teeth to eat properly. Just imagine the effect of bad or missing teeth. Unchewed food, indigestion, vomiting —
the list is long. So it goes a long way to act on this ahead of time and prevent tartar buildup and remove any existing one. Here are just a few tips to consider when
dealing with persistent dog teeth plaque:

* Prevent Buildup With Regular Brushing

Dogs need to brush their teeth just like us! They’ll need your help to do it, of course. Remember that it is never too late to start. Start slowly and gently with short
brushing sessions, gradually increasing the time as your dog becomes more comfortable. Of course, you should use a toothbrush that is designed specifically for
dogs or a similar fingerbrush. The toothpaste also needs to be for dogs only (never use human toothpaste as it may contain ingredients harmful to dogs).

634-6781

Sat. 8am-Noon

915 N. Mantorville Ave., Kasson
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17 Airport Road N.
Dodge Center, MN
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November 13, 2024

Legal Notices

- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER-

Page 17

Filed in District Court State
of Minnesota 10/28/2024
Minn. Stat. §§ 524.3-306, -
310, -801

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF DODGE DIS-
TRICT COURT THIRD JU-
DICIAL DISTRICT Court
File No.: 20-PR-24-658 In
Re: Estate of William Scott
Wessels, a.k.a. William S.
Wessels, Decedent. NOTICE
OF INFORMAL PROBATE
OF WILL AND INFOR-
MAL APPOINTMENT OF
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO
CREDITORS Notice is
given that an Application for
Informal Probate of Will and
Informal Appointment of
Personal Representative was
filed with the Registrar,
along with a Will dated Feb-
ruary 11,2010. The Registrar
accepted the application and
informally appointed Mar-
garet J. Finders, whose ad-
dress is 24515 County Rd.
24, Pine Island, MN 55963,
to serve as the personal rep-
resentative of the Decedent's
estate. Any heir, devisee or
other interested person may
be entitled to appointment as
personal representative or
may object to the appoint-
ment of the personal repre-
sentative. Any objection to
the appointment of the per-
sonal representative must be
filed with the Court, and any
properly filed objection will
be heard by the Court after
notice is provided to inter-
ested persons of the date of
hearing on the objection. Un-
less objections are filed, and
unless the Court orders oth-
erwise, the personal repre-
sentative has the full power
to administer the estate, in-
cluding, after thirty (30) days
from the issuance of letters
testamentary, the power to
sell, encumber, lease, or dis-
tribute any interest in real es-
tate owned by the Decedent.
Notice is further given that,
subject to Minn. Stat. §
524.3-801, all creditors hav-
ing claims against the Dece-
dent's estate are required to
present the claims to the per-
sonal representative or to the
Court within four (4) months
after the date of this notice or
the claims will be barred.

MOOSBRUGGER LAW
OFFICE PA Anthony 1.
Moosbrugger MN# 0322180
208 W. Main Street Kasson,
MN 55944 (507) 634-4111
anthony @moosbruggerlaw.c
om ATTORNEY FOR AP-
PLICANT

Tammy L. Merchlewitz,

Deputy Probate Registrar,
October 28, 2024

Aimee McCormick, Court
Administrator

WEST CONCORD CITY
COUNCIL MEETING
September 19, 2024
7:00 P.M.

City of West Concords
Bell Tower Center

PRESENT: Mayor Jeffrey
McCool, Councilmembers
Nielsen and Ripley.

ABSENT: Councilmem-
ber Burse

ALSO PRESENT: Ad-
ministrator/Clerk Paula Even
Trenda, Police Chief Shan-
non Boerner, Fire Chief Chad
Finne, Chris Sanders of Peo-
ple Services, Joe Palen of
Stantec, and Jeanne Vogt of
Ehlers, Inc.

APPROVAL OF
AGENDA;

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove the agenda as pre-
sented

Consent Agenda

* Approve of Council Meet-
ing Minutes of August 15,
2024

e Approval of Payment of
Claims: August 10 — Septem-
ber 12,2024: $609,396.76

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove Consent Agenda as
presented.

Motion made by Council
member Nielsen, seconded
by Council member Ripley

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Council members Nielsen
and Ripley

Nays: None

Motion passed

PUBLIC COMMENT -

Karen Johnson — Noticed
new windows at bowling
alley and thought they
looked nice. Wanted council
to push lightly on raising
taxes.

CITY BUSINESS

Resolution 24-46: Accept-
ing donations for Library.
The library received three
donations for use on what
they deem necessary.

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove Library Donations.

Motion made by Coun-
cilmember Ripley, seconded
by Councilmember Nielsen

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Councilmembers  Nielsen
and Ripley

Nays: None

Motion passed

Resolution 24-41: Hiring
of Accounting Clerk/Ad-
ministrative Assistant:
Paula Trenda, City Adminis-
trator mentioned we have
hired Elizabeth Albers as the

new full-time Accounting
and Administrative Clerk for
the city. She will begin her
role on September 30, 2024.

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove Hiring of Accounting
Clerk/Administrative Assis-
tant.

Motion made by Coun-
cilmember Nielsen, seconded
by Councilmember Ripley

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Councilmembers Nielsen and
Ripley

Nays: None

Motion passed

Resolution 24-42: Change
of signatory for banking ac-
counts. Remove former ac-
counting clerk Michelle Lee
and replace with Elizabeth
Albers.

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove change of signatory at
Heritage Bank.

Motion made by Coun-
cilmember Nielsen, seconded
by Councilmember Ripley

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Councilmembers Nielsen and
Ripley

Nays: None

Motion passed

Resolution 24-43: Accept-
ance of Councilmembers
Peterson’s resignation.

MOTION: Motion to accept
Councilmember Peterson’s
resignation.

Motion made by Coun-
cilmember Nielsen, seconded
by Councilmember Ripley

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Councilmembers Nielsen and
Ripley

Nays: None

Motion passed

Karen Johnson: Resident
Karen Johnsons requested
permission to host Rosary
Rally on Saturday, October
12 at Centennial Park from
noon to 1:00pm and hang
banner beginning at 11:45a.
This prayer rally will be to
pray for the direction of our
country and our governmen-
tal leaders.

Mayor McCool thanked
Karen for asking permission
and said since it’s a peaceful
gathering, at a public park,
she was fine to host it.

MOTION: Grant permis-
sion for rosary rally on Octo-
ber 12. Motion made by

Councilmember  Nielson.
Second by Councilmember
Ripley.

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Councilmembers Burse,
Nielsen, Peterson and Ripley

Nays: None

Motion passed
Stantec: Joe Palen
e Project Update: Every-

thing is prepped, and they
hope to finish paving and
seeding the boulevard next
week. There are a few man-
hole adjustments to make.
Irvin Street will not get a
final wear coat until spring
2025 to allow for settling.

e Approval of Payment #5
for contractor in the amount
of $221,220.86.

* Motion to Approve Pay-
ment made by Councilmem-
ber Ripley. Second by
Councilmember  Nielsen.
Motion approved.

¢ Resolution 22-44: Declar-
ing costs to be assessed and
ordering preparation of pro-
posed assessment.

* Joe Palen went over the
breakdown of project costs,
how the assessments were
calculated, and shared that
even though bond fees were
higher, the project came in
under budget. A sample as-
sessment letter and public
notice were provided to the
council.

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove street improvement as-
sessed costs and order
preparation of assessment.

Motion made by Coun-
cilmember Nielsen, seconded
by Councilmember Ripley

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Councilmembers  Nielsen
and Ripley

Nays: None

Motion passed

* Resolution 22-47: Declar-
ing public assessment hear-
ing for 6:00pm on October
17,2024

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove street improvement as-
sessed costs and order
preparation of assessment.

Motion made by Coun-
cilmember Nielsen, seconded
by Councilmember Ripley

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Council members Nielsen
and Ripley

Nays: None

Motion passed

Ehlers: Jeanne Vogt

Jeanne Vogt from Ehler’s
was at the council meeting to
go over the preliminary
budget and ask for accept-
ance of the preliminary max
levy amount. Jeanne went
over the changes we had
made during the previous
budget meeting, historical
overview of tax levy in West
Concord, as well as the
changes to the homestead tax
credit and how it impacts city
tax base. No questions were
asked. City staff will con-
tinue to adjust the budget and
make changes to lower levy

increase prior to the truth in
taxation hearing on Decem-
ber 19,2024.

MOTION: To approve Res-
olution 24-45 setting Max
Tax Tavy and truth in taxa-
tion public hearing.

Motion made by Coun-
cilmember Nielsen, seconded
by Councilmember Ripley.

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Councilmembers Nielsen and
Ripley

Nays: None

Motion passed

Resolution 24-48: Accept-
ing donations for Fire and
Police Departments from
Historical Society Gam-
bling proceeds.

$1000 will go towards a fan
ventilator for the Fire Station
and $2000 will go towards
radios for the police depart-
ment. Mayor  McCool
thanked the Historical Soci-
ety for their generous gift.

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove Fire and Police Dona-
tions.

Motion made by Coun-
cilmember Nielsen, seconded
by Councilmember Ripley

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Councilmembers Nielsen and
Ripley

Nays: None

Motion passed

Resolution 24-49: Hiring
of Part-Time Police Officer
pending background check.

Thomas Walek is currently
undergoing necessary back-
ground checks to become a
PT officer with West Con-
cord. We hope to have him on
board in October.

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove hiring of PT Officer
Thomas Walek.

Motion made by Coun-
cilmember Nielsen, seconded
by Councilmember Ripley

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Councilmembers Nielsen and
Ripley

Nays: None

Motion passed

Resolution 24-50: Ap-
prove the 2025 City of West
Concord Insurance Plan.

The city appoints Jeff
Stevenson/Stevenson Insur-
ance as our agent of record.
Approves a worker’s comp
deductible of $2500, non-
waiver of tort liability cap,
approve liquor liability and
discuss if we wanted the ad-
ditional premium for excess
liability. Excess liability was
declined by council.

MOTION: Motion to ap-
prove 2025 Insurance as pre-
sented.

Motion made by Coun-

cilmember Nielsen, seconded
by Councilmember Ripley

Ayes:  Mayor McCool,
Councilmembers Nielsen and
Ripley

Nays:
Motion passed

REPORT OF OFFICERS
ADMINISTRATOR/
CLERK REPORT:

The Historical Society do-
nated $3780.08 for August
gambling rents for the Mu-
nicipal.

The Municipal had our
main commercial freezer
compressor go out. Using in-
surance, a new commercial
freezer was purchased with a
deductible of $250.

The administrator shared a
pool recap from Glenda An-
drews. There were more fam-
ily passes sold in 2024, but
daily attendance was low, es-
pecially in June when the
weather was cold and wet.
Aquasize and adult lap swim
remain popular.

The administrator met with
other Dodge County clerks,
administration, and public
health to discuss the
Cannabis Ordinance for the
county. The city of West Con-
cord will begin creating our
ordinance for discussion in
October or November. The
county hopes to have their or-
dinance discussed and ap-
proved in November. The
county will allow 2 licenses
for the county, based on pop-
ulation. Administrator will
submit a draft ordinance to
the council and public in Oc-
tober.

Currently we are in the
process of updating all job
descriptions for all staff posi-
tions to bring them into
2024/2025 compliance and
make them digital. Adminis-
trator will bring as a consent
agenda item when all are
complete.

LIBRARIAN REPORT:

Heather Fredericks was not
present but submitted her re-
port to the council.

PUBLIC WORKS RE-
PORT:

Maintenance  Supervisor
Keith Clammer was not pres-
ent but submitted his report to
the council, along with a tree
report for the EAB Grant.

PEOPLESERVICE
REPORT:

Wastewater Supervisor
Chris Sanders verbally re-
ported on his report and re-
quested $2880 for
replacement of a refrigerator
and heater needed for collect-
ing water samples.

(continued on page 18)
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(continued from page 17)

He has attempted to repair
it, but it needs replacement.
The administrator will check
with insurance to see if this
qualifies as an equipment
breakdown replacement. Re-
gardless, Council member
Nielsen made a motion to re-
place the unit. Council mem-
ber Ripley seconded the
motion.

Motion made by Coun-
cilmember Nielsen, seconded
by Councilmember Ripley

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Councilmembers Nielsen and
Ripley

Nays: None
Motion passed

POLICE CHIEF:

Police Chief Boerner pro-
vided monthly call log to
council. He would like to see
signs installed stating the
parking area behind city
garage is not a though street.
He understands a sign will
not stop people from driving
through but hopes it will
eliminate some, as it can be
dangerous for officers and
staff to back in and out of
garages. Council agreed to
allow signs to be installed.

Police Boerner also re-
quested adding an ordinance
for Jake Breaking under our
noise ordinance. He will pro-
vide an ordinance for review
at the next council meeting.

Chief Boerner also brought
up that the Cannon Falls
Mason’s donated a FST (Fire
Suppression Tool) to the city.
He explained it assists first
responders in controlling fire
in an enclosed area and low-
ers temperature to save peo-
ple or animals.

FIRE CHIEF:

Fire Chief Chad Finne men-
tioned things are going well.
The pancake breakfast is Oc-
tober 13 from 7a-1p and will

include a raffle. The Fire Re-
lief Association will send out
invitations to all households.
The administrator said she
will add to October water
bill.

A brief discussion on EMT
and Ambulance Director was
had. We have a number of
EMT applications, as well as
3 or 4 Director applications.
We hope to start interviewing
in late September or early
October.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Motion to Ad-
journ at 8:02 pm.

Motion made by Coun-
cilmember Nielsen, seconded
Councilmember Ripley.

Ayes: Mayor McCool,
Councilmembers Nielsen and
Ripley.

Nays:
Motion passed

By:

Mayor Jeffrey McCool

Attest:

By:

Paula Even
Clerk/Administrator

None

Trenda

TRITON ISD NO. 2125 -
SUMMARY SCHOOL
BOARD MINUTES
REGULAR SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER
16,2024 - 6:00 P.M.
TRITON HIGH SCHOOL
MEDIA CENTER -
DODGE CENTER, MN
& ZOOM VIDEO
CONFERENCING

This published information
is a summary of the full min-
utes of the September 16,
2024, Triton School Board
meeting. A copy of the full
minutes is available for view-
ing in the Triton District Of-
fice, 813 West Highway
Street, Dodge Center, or on-
line at www.triton.k12.mn.us.

Present: Wendy Kenworthy,
Rebecca Knutson, J. Jensen,

D.Jensen, Lloyd Henslin, Jr.,
Duane Bartel, and Brian Gin-
der, Craig Schlichting, Shane
Van Beek, Tricia Johnson,
Corey Black, Corey
Lilledahl, Aimee Lake, Tina
Kozisek, others.

The School Board approved
the following items:

e Agenda and consent
agenda including the consent
agenda including the August
19, 2024 regular meeting
minutes as presented; budget
update; claims and bills; trea-

surer’s report; donations;
open enrollment/nonresident
agreements for students
#091624A, #091624B,
#091624C, #091624D,
#091624E, #091624F,

#091624G, #091624H, and
#0916241; contracts for
Makiya Vagt as Special Edu-

cation Paraprofessional,
Kelly Roussel as Special Ed-
ucation  Paraprofessional,

Julie Fuchs as ECSE Teacher,
Stephanie Terwilliger as Spe-
cial Education Paraprofes-
sional, Kristi Tottingham as
Special Education Parapro-
fessional, Katie Wyro-Kor-
bisch as Special Education
Paraprofessional, = Andrea
Possehl as School Nurse,
Lucy Welsh as Special Edu-
cation Paraprofessional,
Matthew Paquin as Bus
Driver, Adam Anderson as
Behavioral Specialist/Social
Worker, Dave Hagen as
Building, Grounds, and
Transportation Supervisor;
approve resignation for
Kayce Munnikhuysen as
Cobra Care/Preschool Assis-
tant;

* Overnight stay for concert
band and choir students in
Nashville June 6-10, 2025;

* 2023-2024 Audit Report;

* Proposed 2024 Payable
2025 Levy Certification —
“maximum amount.”

Meeting adjourned at 6:53
p.m.

On & Off Sale

Good Beer.
Good Drinks.

Good Times.
Pool, Darts, Pull Tabs, E-Tabs,

S N

33 E. Main Street
Dodge Center

507-374-9425

CITY OF CLAREMONT
CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 3, 2024
7:00 P.M.

A regular meeting of the
City Council of the City of
Claremont, Minnesota was
held on Tuesday, September
3,2024, at 7:00 p.m. at Clare-
mont City Hall.

Members present: Mayor
Tasha Dahl, City Council
Members Jacob Klejeski,
Krystal Sultze, and Deb Ellis.
Council Members absent:
Ryan Hedberg.

City staff and others pres-
ent: City Administrator Eliza-
beth Sorg, Maintenance
Director Casey Dahl, City At-
torney Mark Rahrick, City
Engineer Derek Olinger,
Matt Durand, Bryon Wolf,
Alec Vaughn, and Donna
Gregory.

AGENDA

Motion by Klejeski to ap-
prove the agenda, second by
Sultze. Motion carried unan-
imously.

PUBLIC INPUT

Alec Vaughn wanted to
mention 3 things. His neigh-
bor has a large mural on his
fence that faces Vaughn’s

house which he feels is di-
rected to him and devalues
his property. He requested
the council review the ordi-
nances. He also stated he has
ruts in his yard and ditches
from the houses being moved
in and would like them re-
paired. His 3rd issue was the
old electric poles in his yard.
The company put new ones
in but didn’t hook up the util-
ities to them yet and didn’t
take the old poles out. Mayor
Dahl stated council can’t
make formal decisions on is-
sues from public input, but
she did say they are aware of
the fence mural, the ruts will
be looked into, and the poles
are not city property. He can
call the electric company
about the poles, but someone
thought that they are in-
stalling new poles currently
and probably will be hooking
them up then removing the
old ones.
CONSENT AGENDA

The Consent Agenda con-
sisted of: Minutes of the Au-
gust 6, 2024, Regular City
Council Meeting and Min-
utes of the August 26, 2024,
Special City Council Meet-
ing. Motion by Klejeski to
approve the Consent Agenda,

second by Ellis. Motion car-

ried unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
PERSONNEL
COMMITTEE

Nothing at this time.
FINANCE COMMITTEE

Motion by Klejeski to ap-
prove the financial reports,
second by Sultze. Motion
carried unanimously.

Motion by Ellis to approve
the amended list of bills to be
paid, second by Sultze. Mo-
tion carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEALTH &

SAFETY COMMITTEE

Nothing at this time.

PLANNING & ZONING

COMMITTEE

Nothing at this time.

EDA

Matt Durand with Arden
Homes stated the 3 houses
have been moved in. In Sep-
tember they will close on 2 of
them. The Extension Agree-
ment between him and the
City expired August 31 and
he is asking for an extension
to get them finished. Motion
by Ellis to approve a 3-month
extension for Arden Homes,
second by Sultze.

(continued on page 19)
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CLAREMONT
CITY COUNCIL
(continued from page 18)
Motion carried unani-
mously. Durand stated he
would check on the ruts and
see what he can do.
MAINTENANCE
DEPARTMENT
Nothing at this time.
PARKS COMMITTEE
A dedication ceremony for
Harmer Park will be set up in
the spring when the field will
be ready to be used.

PEOPLESERVICE
Their monthly reports were
in the packet.
CITY ENGINEER
The soil borings and sewer
televising were completed.
The purpose of the sewer tel-
evising was to check out the
source of the larger, 8-inch
sewer line into the East Street
main on the north ditch of 3rd
Street. Due to the pipe con-
dition and thick sediment,
they think the line was used
temporarily during the 1995

sewer replacement project
and should have been discon-
nected and sealed. During
the street project they will ex-
cavate the line and once iden-
tified, disconnect and seal the
line.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR
REPORT

The council will hold a pub-
lic hearing on the 2025
budget and levy on Tuesday,
December 3 at 7:00 p.m.

The bricks are disintegrat-
ing, and the concrete is dis-

and Kathy Freeman
Absent: Matt Maas

Legion Temporary Licenses;

Grant;

Jorgenson.

DODGE CENTER SUMMARY COUNCIL MINUTES

Monday, October 14, 2024

This published information is a summary of the full minutes of the October 14, 2024
Dodge Center City Council meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for viewing
at City Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.

Present: Bill Ketchum, Cathy Skogen, Gary Trelstad, Paul Blaisdell, Lee Mattson,
Deputy Tyler Vermeersch, Mark Barwald, Larry Van Hout and Vanessa Hines — Widseth;

City Council approved the following items:
» Agenda and consent agenda to include: Minutes from September 23, 2024 City Coun-
cil Meeting; HRA September 10, 2024 Meeting, Surplus Office Equipment, American

Payment of Bills;

* Proposed preliminary design of Wastewater Treatment Plant as proposed by Widseth;
* Widseth Grant Administration Services Agreement for administration of 2023 SCDP

* Quote from Sparkling Clean to clean City offices twice per month at $190/month;
* Resolution 2024-026 - A Resolution Approving a Lot Split and Combination for Josh

Meeting adjourned at 6:44 pm

appearing from an area on the
outside wall of City Hall.
Staff will contact the building
official and get quotes to re-
pair it.
CITY ATTORNEY

City Attorney Mark Rahrick
drafted an Order to allow the
city to abate the public nui-
sance at 300 E Front Street
and remove the dilapidated
garage because it is a public
safety hazard. Once Mr. Stein
has been served the Order, he
can respond with a plan to
take care of the issues, or the
city will hire a company to
take care of the violations and
assess the cost to the prop-
erty. Motion by Ellis to move
forward with the Order for
300 E Front Street, second by
Klejeski. Motion carried
unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Dahl and Adminis-
trator Sorg were present for
another zoom meeting with
the 4 cities regarding the
DCA EMS Special Taxing
District/Joint Powers Board.
As drafted currently, the tax-
ing district would allow 1
council member of each city
to be on the board and have a
vote. Kasson is insistent on
having more than 1 mem-
ber/l1 vote on the board.

Dodge Center would allow
Kasson to have more than 1
vote, Mantorville had no
input and Claremont City
Council said equal votes for
all cities. The cities will be
meeting again on September
19th and hope to finalize the
draft of the Joint Powers
Board. After discussion, two
council members are not in
favor of any city getting more
than 1 vote, two council
members didn’t want to lose
the ambulance service but
also didn’t want any city to
get more than 1 vote.
NEW BUSINESS

Bryon Wolf with Claremont
Insurance Agency went over
the city insurance policy re-
newal. The 2025 premium is
$32,301. Motion by Sultze to
approve the insurance re-
newal, second by Ellis. Mo-
tion carried unanimously.
Motion by Mayor Dahl to not
waive the tort limit, second
by Sultze. Motion carried
unanimously.

In July, an investment ma-
tured and was cashed in to
make bond payments.

Administrator Sorg recom-
mended the city invest
$225,000 into a 6-month
money market account with
Ameriprise Financial as they

have the best interest rate
available currently.

Motion by Sultze to ap-
prove the investment, second
by Ellis. Motion carried
unanimously.

Motion by Klejeski to ap-
prove the 2025 Contract Be-
tween City and Council to
Provide Law Enforcement
Protection, second by Sultze.
Motion carried unanimously.

Klejeski got prices for a
new tractor and 12’ mower
which was approximately
$74,000. It would have been
nice to have to get the mow-
ing done faster but since a
new maintenance worker will
be starting next week another
truck is needed first. Motion
by Klejeski to have the Main-
tenance Director purchase
another truck for no more
than $30,000, second by
Ellis. Klejeski amended the
motion to have the Adminis-
trator approve the purchase
also, second by Ellis. Motion
carried unanimously.

Motion by Ellis to adjourn
the meeting at 8:14 p.m., sec-
ond by Sultze. Motion carried
unanimously.

ATTEST:
Elizabeth Sorg,
City Administrator
Tasha Dahl, Mayor
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As we welcome another Thanksgiving, we welcome the opportunity
to thank our good friends and customers for their support and trust in us.

BEST WISHES & HAPPY THANKSGIVING
FROM ALL OF US AT HERITAGE BANK!

We will be closed Thursday, November 28th so our employees can enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday.

www.heritagebankmn.com

WEST CONCORD: 181 Main Street 507-527-2236
NORTHFIELD: 1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736
DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929
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Dodge County’s Reuse Center:
A Decade-Long Dream Comes to Life

By Joshua Schuetz, CEDA

After nearly a decade of planning, Dodge
County is finally moving forward with a reuse
center that will help reduce waste and give
community members access to affordable
building materials and household goods. The
project got to the finish line thanks to the
work of CEDA team member Laura Qualey
and Dodge County waste management ad-
ministrator Rita Cole.

The Dodge County Renovation ReUse Cen-
ter diverted 2,157 items, totaling 32,555
pounds, from landfills.

“In Dodge County, I work with the environ-
mental services department, and I’ve worked
with them for two and a half years,” said Qua-
ley. “This has been a pet project of Rita Cole,
the waste management administrator. She’s
always had this dream of having one of these
reuse centers where people could drop off
home goods and building materials, extra

two-by-fours or tile, and things like that, to re-
duce the amount of solid waste going into the
landfills at the transfer station.”

The county had secured a Greater Min-
nesota Recycling and Composting grant in
2022 for $123,000 to get the project off the

Claremont Area Business
Introduces New Product

(continued from page 1)

In 2005 they started building gas powered generators specifically for the on-site con-
tractor.

Originally building the equipment in a 40’ x 40’ building in Wisconsin, they grew as
they grew as they developed the solution to their needs. Having lived in Dexter, Min-
nesota and growing up in Brookings, South Dakota they relocated the facility, where they
now assemble the equipment, to Claremont in 2016. They employ three full-time and one
part-time person.

Originally a trailer mounted power unit weighed around 2,000 pounds. They designed
a smaller lightweight, durable model to fit in a trailer van. Their new GenAer PG22G is
a gas powered 2.5 liter, four cylinder liquid cooled, forty horsepower, Mitsubishi engine
that provides 22KW of continuous power in single phase or three phase 220 volts. When
properly maintained the PG22G provides up to 18,000 hours of service life. This is four
times longer than an air-cooled gas generator and comparable to a much more expensive
diesel model. It also offers 50% greater fuel efficiency than the air-cooled gas models by
using electronic fuel injection and reducing the engine speed to 1,800 rpm. By using a
four-pole generator head the efficiency is significantly increased. All this in a convenient
package for under 1,000 pounds.

The PG22G comes with pockets for easy handling with a forklift, a low engine oil pres-
sure and high temperature shutdown, 20-gallon poly fuel tank and spin on oil filters for
easy maintenance.

The company builds about one hundred units each year and has a product line of fifteen
different generator and air compressor models mostly used in the spray foam, coating and
cement lifting industry. The sell through a dealer network and advertise through trade
magazines and at industry trade shows. The company also distributes accessory equipment
and is looking to grow in this market. You can find more about this business and their
products online at https://genaer.com/

ground. But when the city of Kasson decided
not to build a road to the proposed site, the
county had to divert funds toward building
the road, leaving less money for necessary in-
frastructure like HVAC, making it impossi-
ble to operate the building in winter.

The breakthrough came when Qualey
helped secure a $200,000 grant to push the
project forward. “It will allow them to up-
grade the insulation and plumbing for the
bathroom and get some cameras because they
can’t have the center open in the wintertime
without these improvements.” The grant also
includes funding to hire a staff member for
one year, with the hope that the center will
generate enough revenue to become self-sus-
taining. As of October 14, the center has di-

Holly J. Burow
CPA, LLC

Certified Public Accountant
holly@hollyjcpa.com

Business and Individual
Tax Preparation

Bookkeeping Service

Payroll Service

211 Main Street ® PO Box 585
West Concord, MN 55985

Office: 507-527-2898 Cell: 507-838-2970

Fax: 507-527-2445

verted 2,157 items, weighing a total of 32,555
pounds, from the landfill.

“They weigh everything that’s dropped off
to keep track of how much is kept out of the
landfill,” said Qualey. “They can convert that
into statistics on the energy saved by not hav-
ing to convert it to waste.”

The center will operate with designated
drop-off and sale days, offering a wide variety
of items, from building materials to athletic
equipment, though electronics will not be ac-
cepted. “This is a great alternative to throwing
these items in landfills,” Qualey said. “We’ve
all been to thrift shops or rummage sales, and
this offers the community something similar,
while reducing waste at the same time.”

Hanson

Tracking
TOWING

Car Starting &
Auto Repair Service

310 State St. N, West Concord

>27-2609

Dodge Center, Claremont, West Concord Messenger: Phone 507-649-3327 © E-mail: hometownmessenger@gmail.com ® Box I, West Concord, MN 55985




Page 22

SMIF

- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER -

November 13, 2024

Supporting\
the Ambitions

of
Small Towns

Tim Penny
So. MN Initiative Foundation

In a small town—like my hometown Ki-
ester—everyone knows everyone, and most
people want to do their part to help their
town and neighbors thrive. Motivation and
inspiration to improve the community is easy
to find, but a lack of funds can often hinder
growth. When given the resources, people in
small towns swiftly come together, pick up a
hammer (so to speak) and enrich their com-
munities. At Southern Minnesota Initiative
Foundation (SMIF) we seek to be the key
that unlocks equitable development in the
small towns of our 20-county region.

One way SMIF unlocks potential is through
our Small Town Grant. This program invests
in projects that enhance the quality of life in
communities under 10,000. Each collabora-
tive initiative aims to create a more welcom-
ing town. I'm excited to share that this year
we surpassed $1 million in investments
through this grant since 2017. This summer,
SMIF awarded 25 grants totaling $200,000
and impacting over 20 small communities
across the region. I would like to share a few
projects recently set in motion by these
grants.

Thanks to a Small Town Grant, the Madelia
Community Theatre is expanding into the
Madelia Arts Collaborative to better serve
their community’s diverse needs. The recip-
ients hope the new multi-disciplinary arts
hub will enrich the cultural fabric of their
community (population 2,396) and engage
residents of all ages.

In Caledonia (population 2,847), Main-
spring will launch Caledonia’s Creative
Community Design project, the renovation of
their building’s lower level into a vibrant,
multi-use community space for artists, mak-
ers, farmers, cooks, community members and
other local entrepreneurs and artists.

With their grant, the MN Agricultural In-
terpretive Center will expand Farmamerica’s
farm-to-fork experiences to diverse age
groups and ethnicities within the community
of Waseca (population 9,229). They hope the
project will foster a sense of belonging and
cultural exchange by partnering with local
farmers, chefs and organizations like the
Hmong American Farmers Association. The
hydroponic lab will provide educational op-

portunities, promoting a different style of
agriculture while also producing fresh veg-
etables for the farm-to-fork events and the
community food shelf.

The Small Town Grant will also support an
adaptive cycling clinic series in Dundas
(population 1,712), a pocket park in Le Roy
(population 957), National Ruby-Throated
Hummingbird Center exhibits in Henderson
(population 960) and many more projects
across southern Minnesota.

More information about Small Town Grants
and their impact can be found at smifounda-
tion.org/smalltowngrant. We are grateful to
Paul Johnson’s children, Amy De Jong, Paula
Rehder and Scott Johnson, for continuing
their father’s legacy by supporting this pro-
gram.

This year, we are also pleased to partner
with another family seeking to support small
towns. SMIF received a generous gift from
Glen Taylor via the Taylor Family Farm
Foundation to fund rural capital improve-
ments and child care needs in towns of
10,000 or less. In this pilot year, we were able
to invest $297,600 into the region.

With the aid of these Taylor Grants, the
town of Rushford Village (population 1,860)
will rebuild a well-loved merry-go-round at
their city hall park. The merry-go-round will
be the first accessible amenity in the park for
people with disabilities.

The GFW School District in Gibbon (pop-
ulation 784) will use their grant for a resource
bus. Educational materials, healthcare serv-
ices, food assistance, clothing, daily hygiene
products and more essential resources will be
packed into a bus and delivered to low-in-

come families. The district hopes that putting
their current program on wheels will create
more accessibility for underserved popula-
tions in the area.

This grant program is also supporting a
child care start-up in Springfield (population
2,027), alocal history museum in Lake Crys-
tal (population 2,539) and an art-filled trail
experience called the “Trout Route” in Pre-
ston (population 1,322).

New amenities not only brighten a town but
swell the pride of residents and afford them
new opportunities to grow. We are apprecia-
tive for Glen Taylor’s discernment in recog-
nizing the impact that capital projects have
on small communities.

I am always in awe of the accomplishments
of small-town residents when they are pro-
vided the resources to realize their ambitions.
By investing through small town grants, we
are helping to build resilient, vibrant com-
munities.

As always, I welcome your comments and
questions. You can reach me at timp@smi-
foundation.org or 507-455-3215.
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Winter )

Hazard
Awareness
Week is

Qovember 18-22

As winter approaches, it's critical to prepare
for extreme cold, snow, and icy conditions.
These storms can last a few hours or several
days and cut off heat, power, and communi-
cation.

Winter storms create a higher risk of car
crashes, hypothermia, frostbite, carbon
monoxide poisoning, residential fires, and
heart attacks from overexertion.

To ensure that you and your loved ones are
prepared follows these steps:

Create an Emergency Kit: it should have
essential items like food, water, blankets,
winter clothing sand or cat litter, phone
charger, and flashlights. Be sure to have one
in your home, car, and at work.

Stay fire safe: keep combustibles away
from wood stoves and space heaters. Have
fireplace and wood burning stove chimneys
inspected and cleaned prior to use, extinguish
candles before leaving room. Stay in the
kitchen when cooking.

Be alert for CO: Carbon monoxide is an
odorless, tasteless, and invisible byproduct of
fuel and wood burning appliances and vehi-
cles. Install CO alarms on every level of your

home and in each sleeping area. Consider
adding a CO alarm in your ice fishing shel-
ter as well. Signs of CO poisoning includes
headaches, nausea, fatigue, vomiting, and
disorientation.

Give snowplows room to work: check
road conditions on 511mn.org before head-
ing out. be patient and stay five car lengths
behind the plow. Slow down to a speed that’s
safe for current conditions and give yourself
plenty of time to get to your destination.

TRITON
TEACHER

SPOTLIGHT

Karlyn Buchanan
Elementary
Title One Teacher

year.

K-6 para to teacher program.

hunting and reading.

Karlyn Buchanan is the elementary Title One teacher this
Karlyn is a WSU-Rochester graduate Elementary education

She has worked as a Title One para for two years at K-M
and a First Grade teacher at K-M for four years.

Karlyn is looking forward to making new relationships with
staff and students at Triton and helping the students learn
new ways, gain confidence in themselves and grow.

Her hobbies are cheering on Minnesota sports, fishing,

SPONSORED BY

Buckle up and ensure your young passengers
are in the proper seat for their age and stage
of development. Avoid unnecessary travel if
road conditions are poor.

Enjoy the outdoors safely: There is no
such thing as 100% safe ice; carry ice picks
and know how to self-rescue if you fall
through. Wear layers of loose-fitting warm

clothing, hat, and mittens. Be alert for frost-
bite and hypothermia. Protect your back and
listen to your body when shoveling. If some-
thing doesn’t feel right or you are tired take a
break and reevaluate how you feel before
shoveling again.

Prepare early to ensure your family's com-
fort and safety.

specializing in Farm
Equipment Repair
Authorized Toro® Dealer
TORO.

DOT Inspections/Welding
502 Huseth St., Kenyon

901-189-6321
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Do you
need help
with your

toenails?
Fﬁfj:;z ;551;?: dmi:ih Registered nurse and cerfified
Ao 2 E0ante 005 foot care nurse will trim your nails
during echool year in your home.

Joyful Feet Foofcare
Phone: 507-475-1434 (okay fo text)
Email: joyfulfeet@yahoo.com

Happy Thauksgiviug!

To all our customers, neighbors and friends,
we wish a very happy, hearty and healthy
Thanksgiving holiday.

111 West Front Street, Claremont, MN 55924
507-528-2233

From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex: commercial or farm real estate
transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is committed to providing real estate

transactional expertise and personal customer service.

38 W Mam St, Dodge Center ¢ 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com * www.dclandtitle.com

7

By Jim Miller

Brought to You By Contact B
ryan or

Circle Drive Manor Assisted Living, LLC = Melissa

. . ristians,
“Quiet Country Living Close to Home” 507-527-22’214”

www.cdmassistedliving.com
56733 State Hwy. 56, West Concord, MN 55985

Best Pill Boxes and Medication Management Tools

Dear Savvy Senior,

Can you recommend some good pill boxes and medication reminding
devices? I've recently started taking several new prescription medications
along with some vitamins | normally take and need to get a pill box that
helps me organize them. What can you tell me?

--Almost 70

Dear Almost,

Pill boxes (a.k.a. pill organizers) play an important role in
keeping people healthy because they help you stay on top of
your medication regimen. While there are many options, here
are a few tips to help you choose, along with some top-rated pill
boxes as recommended by expert reviewers.

Identify Your Needs

When choosing an appropriate pill box for you, you first need to ask yourself a
few questions, such as:

How many pills do you take and how big are they? If you take only a few
medications, a smaller pill box may be sufficient. But if you’re taking multiple
medications and large vitamin supplements, you’ll want to get a large
compartment pill box that can hold your daily dosage.

Do you take your pills once a day or multiple times a day? If you take
medications only once a day, a simple pill box with one compartment will do. But if
you need to take medications multiple times a day, you’ll want to get a pill box with
either two, three or four compartments for each day of the week.

Do you have problems remembering to take your medications? If so, there are
organizers that have built-in alarms and reminding features, or you can download
a free medication reminding app on your smartphone.

Do you have a difficult time opening your medication containers? If so, there are
easy-open pill boxes or automated medication dispensers that are ideal for those
with dexterity problems.

Do you need a portable pill box for when you’re away from home? There are
smaller portable pill boxes made for traveling, some of which have sealed-shut
cases that prevent moisture and dust from entering.

Best Pill Boxes

With help from The New York Times (Wirecutter) and USA Today (Reviewed),
some of the best pill boxes in 2024 are offered by Auvon and Sukuos which make
a variety of single and multiple compartment pill organizers that are big, colorful
and easy to open.

Their top-rated options include the “Auvon Weekly Pill Organizer” for once-a-day
medication users; “Sukuos AM/PM Weekly 7 Day Pill Organizer” for twice a day
use; “Auvon iMedassist Moisture-Proof Weekly Pill Organizer” for four times a day;
and the “Auvon Moistureproof Monthly Pill Organizer” for those who want to
organize their medications monthly.

Or, if you're interested in a travel pill box, the “MUchengbao Travel Pill
Organizer” is considered an excellent choice.

All of these pill boxes cost around $10 and are available on Amazon.com or
Walmart.com.

High-Tech Pill Organizers

If you need more help keeping up with your medication regimen, there are smart
pill boxes that will organize your pills, remind you to take them, track your progress
and even text or email caregivers if pills are missed. A popular option to consider
here is EllieGrid (elliegrid.com, $149), which connects the pill box to the EllieGrid
app (via Bluetooth) that you would install on your smartphone.

Or if you need even more help, there are automated medication dispensers like
the Hero (herohealth.com, $45 per month), which is a comprehensive, Wi-Fi
connected, app-based system that will remind you when to take your pills and
dispenses them to you.

Medication Reminding Apps

If you're interested in a medication reminding app, some top-rated choices
include MyTherapy (mytherapyapp.com) or Medisafe (medisafeapp.com). These
are free apps that you can download in the Apple or Google Play app stores that
will send you timely notifications to take your pills, and reminders to refill your
prescriptions.

~N
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Triton High School’s Student Council: A Fall Full of Service and Teamwork

This Fall, the Triton High School Student
Council has been hard at work, not just within
the walls of their school, but out in the com-
munity. Through two incredible initiatives —
the Trick or Canning Food Drive for
SEMCAC and the Adopt a Highway cleanup
in West Concord—the Council has shown
what can be accomplished when a group of
passionate and dedicated students come to-
gether for a common cause.

Trick or Canning Food Drive
for SEMCAC

One of the highlights of this Fall has been
the annual Trick or Canning Food Drive,
benefiting SEMCAC (Southeastern Min-
nesota Community Action Council). The Stu-
dent Council took on the task of organizing
this event, rallying students to go door-to-
door in their neighborhoods, collecting
canned goods and non-perishable items for
families in need. The event combined the fun
of Halloween with the spirit of giving, as stu-
dents dressed up and went out to make a dif-
ference.

The drive was a huge success. Council
members worked tirelessly to sort and pack-
age the donations, ensuring that each item
would be distributed to those who need it
most. Thanks to the Student Council's efforts,
SEMCAC will be able to provide food assis-
tance to dozens of families this holiday sea-
son.

Adopt a Highway Cleanup
in West Concord

As part of their Community Service Day,
the Student Council also took part in the
Adopt a Highway program, dedicating their
time to cleaning up a stretch of highway in
West Concord. With gloves/vests on and bags
in hand, Council members worked together
to pick up litter, making a significant differ-
ence in the appearance of the area and pro-
moting environmental stewardship.

The cleanup was a team effort, with each

We have entered
the second quarter
of the school year.
Fall sports are
winding  down,
along with the fall
play, and winter
sports are getting
started. I am ex-
cited to see our
students continu-
ing to excel in the
classroom and in
all their activities. The fall weather in our
area has been amazing this year. We expe-
rienced a dry spell that never interrupted
the harvest. Thankfully, we have recently
started to get some much-needed precipita-
tion, and most of it has not been in the form
of snow.

During the past legislative session, sev-
eral measures were passed that have im-
pacted and will continue to impact our
schools. The state government passes man-
dates that need to be implemented in our
schools. This is not necessarily a bad thing,
but when we are asked to implement these
mandates without proper funding, they are
referred to as unfunded mandates.

Craig Schlichting
Superintendent

Cobra Communications

Unfunded mandates put a strain on our
budget and create a situation where we need
to cut other expenses to pay for them. There
was significant media coverage about the
record funding provided to schools in the
past legislative session. However, much of
that money does not cover the full cost of im-
plementing the mandates.

It's like going to the grocery store and hav-
ing someone give you five dollars, but then
making you purchase $20 worth of extra gro-
ceries that you didn't plan on buying. Sure,
you might like having those additional items,
but if you had a choice, you would have
likely spent your money on things that better
serve your needs. This is why local control
is so important - it allows us to choose how
We use our resources.

School districts receive the majority of their
funding from the state. The largest portion of
this funding comes from the basic general
education formula. The formula has not kept
up with inflation, resulting in school districts
receiving $1,356 or 18.6% less per student
than we did 20 years ago.

Please reach out to me with any questions
you may have regarding our school district.
You can email me at
schlich@triton k12.mn.us or call me at 507-

Council member taking ownership of the
project, from organizing transportation to di-
viding up the areas to be cleaned. In just a
few short hours, the group filled dozens of
bags with trash, leaving the highway looking
pristine and showing their commitment to
keeping the community beautiful.

Both events not only made a tangible im-
pact on the community but also strengthened
the bonds within the Student Council itself.
From brainstorming ideas to executing plans,
it was clear that teamwork was at the heart of
everything the Council did.

Looking Ahead
Fall has been a season of giving back for the
Triton High School Student Council, but their
work is far from over. These projects have
shown how much can be accomplished when
students come together to support their com-
munity, and they’ve set the bar high for fu-
ture initiatives. The Student Council
continues to be a shining example of leader-
ship, teamwork, and the power of community
service.
(continued on page 27)

418-7530 to reach me at the district office. I
would be happy to set up a time to meet with
you or your organization. Communication is
an important part of my job responsibility,

and I welcome the opportunity to gain in-
sight from your perspective.
Go Cobras!
#WeAreTriton
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Triton Kindergarten Class Tours Triton Nature Center

Mrs. Mueller’s Nature Based Kindergarten
was fortunate to have two local residents, Jim
and Sonja Hruska, lead the class in a tour of
the Triton Nature Center. They taught the stu-
dents to use their 5 senses to explore the
prairie and the seeds.

Students learned the various ways seeds
travel; through air, water, gravity, explosion
and even as a “Hitchhiker”” on animals or peo-
ple. Many of the Kindergarteners were able

to recall a time when seeds had stuck to their
socks and shoes!

A few highlights of the event were discov-
ering a Goldenrod gall with a worm inside,
squishing walnuts, and finding turkey feet
seeds

Jim and Sonia are looking forward to join-
ing Mrs. Mueller’s class this winter to look
at animal tracks in the snow.

now: teachersoncall.com/talent/apply-now/

800-713-4439.

Join Our Team!

Triton Public Schools is teaming up with Teachers On Call to hire substitute staff! If you
have a high school diploma or GED and want to make a difference in our students’ lives,
we want you! No experience needed, and you can enjoy flexible scheduling while earn-
ing money. Help us create a supportive learning environment for our students. Apply

Have questions? Reach out to Sydney Arens at sydney.arens@teachersoncall.com or call
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Triton Grads: Where are they now?

By Christi Runnells

Once the senior class graduates, I always
wonder where they end up and what they’re
doing these days. This school year I'd like to
showcase some of our awesome Triton alums!
We’re moving up in the years now to learn
about a grad from the Triton Class of 2018.

Student: Courtney West
Graduation Year: 2018
Current City: Denver, Colorado

Courtney was very involved during her time
at Triton. She participated in Business Profes-
sionals of America (BPA), Student Council,
AFS, Link Crew, Minnesota Honor Society,
the spring musical, volleyball, basketball,
cross country and track & field. Not only did
she participate in all of these activities, she ex-
celled in many of them. Courtney’s favorite
Triton memory was qualifying for BPA Na-
tionals with fellow 2018 grads, Kayce Redi-
can, Deacon Schlichting, and McKenna
Jennings. She noted that this was the first time
she had seen how her hard work could garner
positive results in a professional setting (hav-
ing already experienced this in sports and ac-
ademics). In fact, Courtney said that one of the
teachers that impacted her the most was her
BPA advisor, Mrs. Goossens as well as Ms.
Swanson, Courtney’s track coach and Student
Council advisor. She explained, “Not only
were their classes ones I tended to enjoy, even
if I wasn't earning an A, but they were also
hugely supportive of me outside of the class-
room. Whether it was volleyball, track, BPA,

or student council, they have been huge con-
tributors to my time in high school and be-
yond.” On a different note, Courtney said
that Environmental Science was the Triton
class that impacted her the most. She shared,
“I am eternally grateful to Mrs. Horejsi for
teaching me in her Environmental Science
class. ...What I learned in that class contin-
ues to fuel my passion for the environment
and preserving our beautiful planet.”

Six and a half years later, Courtney is now
the Assistant Director of Event Marketing
and Communications at Metropolitan State
University of Denver. She works in the Of-
fice of University Events to execute the nec-
essary marketing and communications tasks
for “Presidential-level events.” Courtney’s
favorite event to help put on is Commence-
ment. “It's so special to celebrate the suc-
cesses of nearly 2,000 grads each semester,”
she added.

When Courtney thinks back to her time at
Triton she reflected, “As silly as it sounds, I
think learning how to fail and then how to
try again is one of the most valuable skills
that I learned while attending Triton. ...I did-
n't have the picture-perfect college career
that I had hoped for, had a rough go-of-it
when I began working in marketing and then
failed a few more times after moving to Den-
ver. If I hadn't tried and failed a few times
earlier [in high school], I'm not sure I would
have even attempted to reach those larger
goals after high school.” That doesn’t sound
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Triton High
School’s Student
Council:

A Fall Full of
Service and
Teamwork

(continued from page 25)

Triton High School’s Student Council
isn’t just making a difference in the lives
of others—they’re also building a stronger,
more connected school community, one
project at a time.

silly at all Courtney —it sounds very wise.

Courtney’s advice for future grads: “I think
it is worth the time and effort of every stu-
dent to take the personal finance class. The
class gave me the information I needed to ap-
proach my finances seriously, in particular,
after college when I worked to pay off all my
student loan debt in one year after graduat-
ing.” Courtney you will be happy to know
that personal finance is now a graduation re-
quirement for all students, something that the
state of Minnesota enacted starting with this
graduating class of 2025. Congratulations
Courtney on paying off all your student debt
in one year (an impressive accomplishment)
and to your now found successes in Col-
orado!

Courtney West, Triton Class of 2018

Triton Profile of a Graduate - Intentional Experiences

As previously mentioned the Triton High
School Activities Department has a mission
of developing the profile of a graduate char-
acteristics within our students. The eight
characteristics that define a Triton graduate
are communication, work ethic, resilience,
problem solving, dependability, critical
thinking, integrity and self awareness.

In addition to teaching our students about
these characteristics, our coaches and advi-
sors also develop intentional experiences for
our students to demonstrate these skills. This
can be seen in numerous ways throughout all
of our extracurricular activities.

The Triton FFA program completes a mas-
sive corn drive each and every year. During
this time students need to be able to utilize
their work ethic and communication skills to
be able to communicate with different groups
of people ranging from students, farmers and
school administrators to make sure that
everyone is on the same page, and meet ex-
pectations from both the school and the local
community.

The Triton Wrestling program exemplifies
dependability every time we host a wrestling
meet.

Our custodial staff loves our wrestling pro-
gram due to the fact that our wrestlers will
set up our mats and scorer’s tables, as well as
clean our bleachers before and after each and
every meet.

It is a known fact that the student-athletes
will complete this for every home meet.

Our volleyball program holds a “Give Back
Night” every year in which donations of gift
baskets are raffled off and the proceeds are
donated to a local charity. The coordination
and communication for the night is completed
with help from our student-athletes.

Every week our Triton Football players have
a “Becoming a Better Cobra” assignment.
This assignment can range from learning and
demonstrating proper etiquette of a hand-
shake, to connecting with alumni of the Tri-
ton Football program to learn about the
history of the program and to make connec-
tions with former players.

This process allows us to connect our stu-
dent-athletes to the communities of West Con-
cord, Claremont, and Dodge Center, as well
as develop the characteristics that we hold
dear.

Additionally this integration of culture
across all extracurricular activities provides
us with more opportunities to demonstrate our
pride in the Triton community.

When we pair this foundation of culture
with the success we have seen in competition,
be it state and national recognition in BPA and
FFA, a section championship in football, or
setting the school record for wins in girls bas-
ketball the culture built around the develop-
ment of the Profile of a Graduate
characteristics will push Triton to new heights
in the community, the classroom and compe-
tition.

The Tri-Community
Backpack Program
would like to sincerely
thank all the commu-
nity members, organizations, and businesses
that have donated funding for this year’s
backpack program.

Glazier Outreach for Children.

Welsh Equipment, Con-Tech Manufacturing, The Dodge Center Foundation, The Cindy

Any contributions to this program will be greatly appreciated! Please feel free to reach
out with any questions by contacting: backpack@triton.k12.mn.us
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TRITON COMMUNITY ED YOUTH ENRICHMENT 507-418-7550

WHAT IS EARLY CHILDHOOD SCREENING?

The purpose of the screening is to identify children who
may have developmental or health needs as early as pos-
sible. The screening gives you information about your
child and community resources, but it is not a “readiness
test” for kindergarten.

The best time to schedule your child’s screening is
when he or she turns 3 years old. The tasks your child
will be asked to complete are age appropriate.

Our next group screening date is February 7, 2025.
Please call 507-418-7550 to set up an appointment.

EARLY CHILDHOOD SCREENING

The Triton Public School System offers early childhood screening clinics during the
school year for all children between the ages of 3 and 5 years. The state of Minnesota
recommends this at AGE 3 and requires this for kindergarten entrance. Early Child-
hood Screening is a quick and simple check of how your child is growing and learning.
The screening includes a developmental assessment, vision and hearing tests, height
and weight measurement and an immunization and health history review.

The purpose of this free screening is to identify children who may need additional
time and assistance to be ready for school. The sooner we get started, the more likely
your child will begin school with the necessary skills to succeed.

NEXT SCREENING DATES:

* Screening dates for the 24-25 school year are set. Please email
mknutson@triton.k12.mn.us to set up an individual screening IF unable to make either
date listed below.

* We will be offering Early Childhood Screening on February 7, 2025

* Screening takes about an hour.

* Students enrolled in preschool 24-25 will need to be screened within the first 90
days of school, if they haven't already. We will offer an October screening date to meet
this requirement.

e Call 507-418-7550 with any questions!

WHAT SCREENING DOES FOR YOU:

* Helps you find out how your child is doing and answers parenting questions

* Connects you to early childhood programs and other community services

* Helps assist you in the kindergarten registration process (packet will be sent to you re-
garding that once your child is at the age for kindergarten)

TRITON COMMUNITY EDUCATION

* 507-418-7550

* Hours: 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM




November 13, 2024

- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER/TRITON TIMES -

Page 29

Triton Cobra
Football Team
Wins Section 2AA

For the 11th time in school history, the Cobras won the sec-
tion. The Cobras went 6-2 in a tough district to earn the #1
seed in the section. In the playoffs, the Cobras defeated JWP,
66-7 and WEM, 52-20 to claim the section title. The previ-
ous Triton teams that have advanced to the state tournament
include 1993, 1994, 1995, 2000, 2002, 2006, 2007, 2008,
2010, and 2023.

Way to go Cobras!

TRITON COMMUNITY ED ADULT ENRICHMENT 507-418-7550

How To Use Venmo Safely in 2024

Stay up to date by expanding your technological knowledge and learn what you need to
know about the mobile payment service called Venmo. Learn how to pay friends, busi-
nesses or receive money without using cash or checks. You’ll leave this class with a
confident understanding of how to set up Venmo safely, fees to avoid, and real-world
scenarios you or your family and friends may use with this mobile payment option.

December 3rd
12pm — 1pm

Instant Guitar for Hopelessly Busy People
Craig Coffman

Ages 13+

Have you ever wanted to learn the guitar but simply find
it difficult to find the time? In just a few hours you can
learn enough about playing the guitar to give you years
of musical enjoyment, and you won’t have to take pri-
vate lessons to do it. This crash course will teach you

some basic chords and get you to play along with your
favorite songs right away. Since this class is being held online with ZOOM, you will be
able to sit at home with your guitar and take this class without any pressure. This class
includes an online book and online follow up video lessons, so that you can continue to
practice on your own. An optional periodic online question and answer session is also
included. A recording of the class is included.

Topics include how chords work in a song, forming the 3 main types of chords, tuning
your guitar, basic strumming patterns, and how to play along to simple tunes.

Cost: $69, includes all materials and follow up

November 26

6:30-9PM

An online link will be sent to you via email prior to the class for you to access the class
and materials.

Instant Piano for Hopelessly Busy People
Craig Coffman

In just a few hours you can learn enough secrets of the trade to give you years of musi-
cal enjoyment! Learn to play piano the way professionals do-using chords. Since this
class is being held online with ZOOM you will be able to sit at home with your piano
or keyboard in a relaxed environment. This course includes an online book and follow-
up video lessons, so that you can continue to practice on your own. An optional peri-
odic question and answer session is also included. A recording of the class is also
included. This lecture is partly lecture/demonstration and partly hands on instruction.

Topics include how chords work in a song, how to get more out of sheet music by read-
ing less of it, how to form the three main types of chords, how to handle different keys
and time signatures, how to avoid “counting”, how to simplify over 12,000 chords

Cost: $69, includes all training and materials
November 25

6:30-9:30PM
Via Zoom, you will be sent a link prior to the class

Safe Driving Class

Jim Jensen

In the Safe Driving Class, you will learn driv-
ing strategies that can keep you safer on the
road. You will learn updates to traffic laws, how
to reduce distractions to driving and how to nav-
igate different intersections. Driver’s aged 55
years old and older who successfully complete
the Safe Driver Class will qualify for reductions in their automobile insurance premi-
ums. It’s important to pre-register so that Jim can ensure accommodation for all. Please
call Triton CE at 507-418-7550.

Two Class Dates Available:

November 21, 2024

###% Veteran’s Appreciation Class—all Veterans will receive a $10 discount on this
day!

January 23, 2025

Cost: $20, checks should be made to Jim Jensen
5-9PM in the THS Media Center
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TRITON COMMUNITY ED 507-418-7550

Deputy Visits with Triton Adult Learners

Triton’s Adult ML Class (formerly ESL Class) had the privilege of having Dodge County
Deputy Prudoehl as a guest speaker. While he was there, he was able to share informa-
tion regarding Real ID as well as answer questions concerning health and safety. We hope
to have him return in the spring as a follow-up.

ML — multilingual learners — class is held every Tuesday and Thursday evening at Tri-
ton Elementary School. Students can participate in lessons where they practice speaking,
reading and writing English.
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TRITON COMMUNITYED Triton Community Ed Office Hours:
ADULT ENRICHMENT M-F 8am-3:30 pm

507-418-7550 Check Out Our Website
www.triton.k12.mn.us

and click on the Community Education tab

Pickleball! Open Gym

Pickleball has become a favorite for all ages. It’s
easy to learn and play. This open gym format will
be a 2-hour pickup game style for indoor pickle-
ball. There is no formal instructor, however there
are some volunteer community members willing
to welcome new and seasoned players alike. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to bring their own pad-
dles, but some will be on hand to borrow. Please
wear clean shoes and bring a water bottle.

Cost: $30 per person

Sunday nights from 6:30-8:30 PM in the Triton WEST GYM, enter through the Main
ACTIVITIES DOORS

Seassion One: November 10-December 15
Session Two: January 5-February 9

Triton WEST Gym: Enter/Exit through the Main ACTIVITIES Doors
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Ask
A Trooper

By Sgt. Troy Christianson,
Minnesota State Patrol

o

Question: Every once in a while, I notice
some vehicles stop in the road at the railroad
tracks when nothing is coming. Can I pass
them when they do this?

Answer: Some vehicles, such as passenger
vans, buses, and larger trucks, are required to
stop at all railroad tracks, whether or not a
train is present. Do not pass these vehicles. It
is illegal to pass any vehicle within 100 feet
of a railroad crossing.

Here are some additional safety tips:

* Yield the right-of-way to trains at high-
way-rail crossings. It's the law.

* Never drive around lowering gates, it's il-
legal and deadly.

* Only cross tracks where they are marked
with pedestrian crossing markings.

* Never race a train to the crossing, even if
it is a tie, you lose.

* Expect a train on the track at any time,
trains do not follow set schedules.

* Look out for the second train when cross-

ing multiple tracks.

e Immediately get out of your vehicle if it
stalls on the crossing, get clear of the tracks
and call 911.

Question: I can’t help but notice but it
seems like a lot of people are following each
other too close out on the highways. It’s
been many years since I was in driver’s ed-
ucation but what is the recommendation for
following distance?

Answer: Here is information that is shared
in the Minnesota Driver’s Manual. Applying
the "Three-Second Rule" helps you keep a
safe distance between your car and the vehi-
cle ahead of you. This rule is for standard-
length vehicles driving in ideal conditions.

1. Choose a fixed reference point at the side
of the road ahead, such as a telephone pole,
signpost, tree, or bridge.

2. When the vehicle ahead of you passes the
reference point, begin counting: "One-thou-
sand-one, one-thousand-two, one-thousand-
three."

3. If you pass the reference point before you
finish counting, you are following too
closely.

4. Gradually slow down until you reach a
safe following distance and speed.

When road conditions are poor, or if you
are driving a vehicle longer than the standard
length, increase your following distance to a
four- or fivesecond count. If the vehicle be-
hind you is following too closely, slow down
slightly and allow it to pass.

You can avoid a ticket — and a crash — if
you simply buckle up, drive at safe speeds,
pay attention and of course, drive sober.
Help us drive Minnesota Toward Zero

Deaths.

If you have any questions concerning traf-
fic related laws or issues in Minnesota, send
your questions to Trp. Troy Christianson —

Minnesota State Patrol at 2900 48th Street
NW, Rochester MN 55901-5848. or reach
him at, Troy.Christianson@state.mn.us.
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AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMEN

IDININGIROOM
Open 7 Dags a W3k 11:902i0-19:99Dim
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VIBAL DUREIASE

[Epires Moyember 59, 2024 Does not Inshds alsvhol,
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Cahill Bistro & Bar
Latin fimenican Fusion
Mon.-Thurs. 10am - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 10am - [0pm
632 2nd street Kenyon, MN

Breakfast served weekends 9am to 2pm
Happy Hour Sunday-Thursday 3 to 5:30pm

Steaks - Seafood
Burgers
Sandwiches
Salads
10 Tap Beers
Full Bar - Off Sale
4-Season Patio!

DAILY FEATURES

WEDNESDAY Enjoy Our Jumbo” Wings Specials! BBQ Rib Dinner - 1/2 or Full Rack (begins at 4:00p.m.)

THURSDAY $3.50 All Taps, Domestic Bottles, Rail Drinks! Taco Spedials! Fajita Specials!
160z. Margarita Special

EINALLY FRIDAY A// You Can Eat Fish Dinner
SATURDAY Hand Battered Jumbo Shrimp or Slow Roasted Prime Rib

SUNDAY Enjoy Our Sunday Breakfast Beginning at 9a.m. and Sunday Pasta Features

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN
Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM; Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM

DRINKS ¢ APPETIZERS * SANDWICHES
BURGERS ° SALADS * WRAPS ¢ DESSERTS

DAILY SPECIALS

Closed Mon.; Tues-Thut 11am-9pm; F1i-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 1lam-8pm
111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN
507-634-3133

MENU OR

BUFFET

Cannot be used with
other offers.

1090 %E.......

with ad
Hours: Monday: 11am-10pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-10pm

507-451-9666

15% ...

Bon Open faten
139 283h 3t 113, Owatonni 2 3097-413-9319 507-623-1001 NS STRONGLY M D. CALL 507-645-9992. ﬂ
W WA I ZTT O T,e ITaRC O www.cahillbistrobar.com Vrwwfiresidelounge et
House Smoked 25202 615th Street, Mantonville PICK UP
BBQ Food, Cold Drinks (5071 635-7163 ONE OF
Mon 11am-8pm OUR
and Tues-Thurs 11am-9pm DELICIOUS
' Fri-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm SALADS OR
LIVE MUSIC! WRAPS!
Watch our Facebook Page Daily Specials & nl“E I“
. LOCATED NEAR
Weekend Entertainment! s
TAKE 0“T Don t Let THE BACK
Check Out Our Website! Your Hurry ENTRANCE
OF THE
RBAR-RANDOLPH.BIZ WEEKI.Y spiclnls Come Before RESTAURANT
Great Way to Keep Up on All Our Live Events! Your Hunger! AT
4354 292nd St E, Randolph 208 N. CEDAR,
507-646-0107 OWATONNA
rbar.randolph@gmail.com CHECK OUT OUR 507-455-9260 BOOK YOUR
Monday 3:00pm-9:00pm 4 ; £ e MANY NEW MON-TUES-WED-THURS TIAM-9PM FALL & WINTER EVENTS!
Tuesday-Thursday |1:00am-11:00pm; Friday & Saturday 11:00am-1:00am % TERELRR. ol = LUNCH & DINNER FRIDAY TIAM-9PM Banquet Hall,
Sunday 11:00am-9:00pm www.hiddenpinesmn.com MENUITEMS!  413.00pM-9:00PH = SUN Closip  Seating Up to 300

SANDWICHES °* BURGERS * BBQ

1832 South Cedar Owatonna MN
507-214-0701
Monday-Thursday 11am-9pm
Friday-Saturday 11am-10pm; Sunday 11am-7pm f

Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner

Generous portions,
friendly service and delicious
homestyle cooking
anytime!

30 Main Street
Dodge Center, MN 55927

100/0 OFF With this ad

Good Monday-Friday. Expires November 30, 2024.

Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm

507-633-3333

[ f

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH, DINNER

BURGERS, ESPRESSO
HOTDISH
ICE CREAM

TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

635 2nd Street, Kenyon
Hours:
Tues.- Sat. 7Tam to 8pm; Sunday 8am to 1pm
Closed Mondays
507-789-1100

Dedge Cantr

221 MCNEILUS DRIVE
DoODGE CENTER
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THEME: FAMOUS BUILDINGS
ACROSS

1. Performer's time to shine

5. Selfie, e.g.

8. One of five Ws

11. TrEs , or very stylish
12. Mandolin's cousin

13. Knitter's unit

15. Aren't, colloquially

16. Mimicked

17. *Like House with Oval Office

18. *The Hunchback's home (2 words)
20. Listening devices

21. Flirtatious stares

22. Salt, in Spanish

23.*____ State Building

26. TV shows, e.g.

30. Will Ferrell's "Funny or ____ '

31. Steve McQueen's "The Great " (1963)
34. Toss a coin
35. & Young financial services company

37. Kimono tie

38. Sweating room

39. Short skirt

40. Batter (2 words)

42. Lake, in French

43. Anise seed (1 word)

45.*____ of Versailles or Buckingham _____
47. _ of war

48. Sinbad the Sailor's home

50. Not good

52. *St. Basil's in Moscow or St. Paul's in London
56. *The Parthenon in Athens is made of this
57. Capital of Norway

58. Aeneas' lover

59. More slippery

60. Animal protein

61. Independent chieftain

62. High degree

63. TV program interruptions

64. Retired, abbr.

DOWN

. CAT or PET, e.g.

. *Key Tower, tallest building in this Buckeye state
. Laundry room fire hazard
. Type of local tax

Pupa, pl.

Things

Give up a state

. Dam-like structure

. Not misses

10. Football's extra point
12. Soup scoopers

13. Make a solemn promise

©CONOUAWN =

14. *Burj , tallest building in the world
19. Wading bird
22. "Monkey , monkey do"

23. Bodily swelling

24. Rice wine

25. 1/100th of Finnish markka
26. Rotisserie skewer

27. Spurious wing

28. Cancer-treating machine, acr.
29.*___ Needle, Seattle

32. For boys and girls

33. Lawyers' org.

36.*____ Chapel, Vatican City
38. Flat replacement
40."____, borrow or steal"

41. Eventual outcome

44. Leonhard ____, Swiss mathematician (1707-1783)
46. Portable stairs

48. Headquartered

49. Road-tripping guide

50. Carve in stone

51. Emptiness

52. Vegetative state

53. Ice crystals

54. Passage in a coal mine
55. Voldemort's title

56. Small amount of drink

SHIMSNV NXOANS

Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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SINESS

BOUTIQUE

>
& SENIOR DISCOUNT TUESDAYS
= m ISCOUNT ﬁp\]lj“ e « s
30/30 THURSDAYS BEAUTY SUPPLIES

0 0 ©a383 Roelk O Clarimont O D3N O Dodyz Ganiar ) R o
XD UNdasEeRGoodhueyoRH amptonkeKENYonke; ORNErSthandie] 530 2nd St. Kenyon
0 [emdoloh O Wenamingo O Wast 2 Zninaro Falls O Slietacotas

' ® w w» [[Easicianoeun ]l F COUNTRY ?
SAFETY CLASS GOODS

For Those With No
Handgun Experience
+ Leamn handgun safety

OPEN WED & THURS 11AM-6PM
224 MAIN ST, WANAMINGO
507-250-4503

* Over 40 Years Experience * Pumping + Flushing eTI—— fundamentals
* : i « Mail . rtisan Products .
: ?esﬁzdentml ) %Zm;i;;z”;ce . Eiz:'L&L‘;ZZ; « Machiner y Stor: age Handmade Soaps . :_n:al::]d:OaLEE;S::f:|\;aga§§per\y
arm i P 9 - Commercial Chocolate Shoppe Confections Y . ety of hand GIFT IDEAS » COLLECTABLES
* Commerczal @ . . Livestock Buildings Handcrafted Candles 'Ou can Tire a variety of hanaguns INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
Us‘e Dodge County Land Title Company S Seﬂ?lw o Garages Amish Made Items ‘ ) CALEARS * WIND CHIMES
or your next real esta.te transaction \ e 211 West Main St. NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience BIGGEST GIET STORE IN SO. MN!
or loan closing. 38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue Kasson CALLTO SETUP YOUR CLASS TIME, Right across freeway from Cabelas

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN - — R _ 507-634-4184 SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE Sunday 12-5; Mon - Sat 9-7
Ph: 507-633-6355 501 153 2408 651 923_ 4441 Wed-Fri 10-6 Igg@ ; 507-951-1411 4515 N\\¥22nd Ave, Owatonna g
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com 507-951-1691 Lodermeiers.net Sat 10-2 -———L1O  x 507-451-5661 )

Steel, Farm Machinery,

Car Bodies, Aluminum, . Tires Full Line of Square Tuhes,
Copper, Batteries, Largest Antique Store « Wheel alignments AGRICULTURE Channels, Angle,
Appliances, E-Scrap in Dodge County - Steering & suspension °°MRC§:;‘E$:UT:‘D‘;;“::§WCW Aat & Pipes
55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville + Brake repair PIPELINE DISTRIBUTION _ .
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm 5;’7-635-55%4 + A/C maintenance ENVIRONMENTAL Shearing, Cutting and
acebook@ H
June-October MantorvilleSquareAntiques + Batteries Bennlny

Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am
ps y 641 S Main Wanamingo 61154 190th St Dodge Center
507-527-2408 501-314-2524
www.ldrecycling.com 507-824-2710

\ (SAVE IT
A > FROM .
N\ TRASH) &y ALl
T THRIFT STORE ¥ -
atge 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN
SPECIALTY BAKED GOODS
J ewe 1 ry OVER 100 CHOCOLATE FOR EVERY OCCASION!
Grain and Livestock Hedging Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm DELICACIES HANDMADE Cll]"i,::ke(s:(;oiiaekses
'y ’ L]
Awards By Tatge Todd Ryan B Freerk Saturday 9am to 5pm [N STORE! Fudge » Muffins
Since 1975 651-764-5590 ruce Freerksen DOUG AND MARY KLATT Scones » Cheesecake
i , tryan @flatwaterfutures.com (507) 273-9110 www.siftdyou.com ‘ e 507-824-CAKE (2253)
625 2nd Street, Kcnyon, MN Goodhue, MN brucewithschaefferoil @gmail.com Tues Sat 11:30-500; Sun 1230.5.00 237 Main St Wanamingo
(507) 789-6522 Branch Office West Concord, MN Call us today! 507.259.2386 penenense

Our unique skid steer and utility tractor

snow plow feature a floating face plate Hope Stump Lake State
and an innovative “cross draw” design,

with a dual direction hydraulic cylinder, Gri nding Pai ntl eSS

which allows this plow to sit much

closer to the machine and faceplate %Mm &?, Dent Repair

than a traditional A-frame style plow

with a dual ram set-up. Because of our . . .
proven design, these plows have o M Zaa omall. We Fix Hail Dam'age and
substantial amount of free movement or “walk” when going over uneven Dents on Vehicles

terrain like a dirt road, side hills, around a pond, a loading dock or
handicap ramp. These plows include a cross over relief valve to help JOhn Hope We can come to your home
protect the hydraulics from damage. 61 2_327_5980 or place of business.

Lightweight plow (up to 35hp) 5’ to 6.5’ starting at $2,475
Std Duty plow (up to 65hp) 5 to 7.5’ starting at $2,575
Heavy Duty (up to 85hp) 5°to 10’ starting at $2,775
Industrial/Commercial Duty 6’to 10’ starting at $3,775

Minnesota |mp|ement PLACE YOUR AD ON THIS PAGE

Call Terry at 507-951-7417

507-319-5714

taylornolanpdr@gmail.com

West Concord, MN -+ 651-269-5688
See all our products

or Email:
@ www.minnesotaimplement.com hometo wnmessenger@gmail. com






