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Christmas in
Wasioja events

By Tyler Weeks

Think about how different your community
would be without the local shops that make it
up. It's easy to argue that the Walmart down
the street is all we'll ever need, but that has
never been so far from the truth when con-
trasted with local businesses viewed for a
town's character. More than a corporate
brand only seeking to branch out into new lo-
cations, these small firms have a story and
mission that travel far beyond the monopo-
listic goals of corporations. They encourage
love, caring, and a sense of community
higher than any chain gas station or super-

market. (continued on page 5)

Made with Care

Jean Bartel and Lois Hancock are deco-
rating the Wasioja Church for festivities
on December 8. The public is invited to
join us at the Wasioja Creamery 1-5 p.m.
and the Wasioja Church at 6.

Christmas in Wasioja brings a strong
sense of history to our seasonal celebra-
tions, and this year is no exception.

(continued on page 3)

Announcements

* The United Methodist Church of
Dodge Center at 20 First Street NE offers
a dine in and carry out meal from 5:00-
6:00pm the third Wednesday of each
month.

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Special
Olympics in
Minnesota

By Tyler Weeks

Few things are as freeing as sports. They re
a time when someone can let go of their
everyday anxieties to focus only on what’s
right in front of them- a ball, bow, racket,
or even hand.

(continued on page 10)

Pictured to the left: Dave Stevenson gives
people a ride at the History Center of
Olmsted County years ago.
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< Christmas In Wasioja
Sunday, December 8

~ Dodge County Historical Society Fundraising Event ~

-

Christmas Candlelight Service .
at the at
Creamery Wasioja Church
Open house, live music, 59956 212th Avenue
baked goods , Dodge Center
20865 602nd Street, Dodge Center 6:00pm
% music starting at 5:00pm

1:00 to 5:00 pm
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Zechariah

God takes what we have and uses it for His
glory, for His purpose, even when we think
we have nothing to offer. The boy with the 2
loaves and 5 fish, must have thought, what
good is this small lunch among so many?
However, Jesus multiplied it to feed thou-
sands.

When the Lord told Moses to return to
Egypt to bring the people out of their
bondage, he said, 'Who am I to stand before
Pharaoh? Who am I to bring the people of Is-
rael out of Egypt? . . "Lord, please! Send any-
one else."

Moses had many excuses and reasons for
not being chosen to lead Israel; however, God
in His patience assured Moses that he would
be with Him and that he would not be alone

When we follow God, He will take what we
have, no matter how big or small, and use it
for His glory. Even when we grow old and
feel like we have nothing left to offer, God
can take what we have for himself and work
a miracle in us and through us!

Think you're too old? Do you think you
have nothing left to do? Do you think you're
too young to make a difference, or are you
too busy, or too married...? There are many
challenges to face, but God loves to show us
His strength in our weakness. Since God can
use one small child's lunch to feed thousands;
why do I doubt his care for me? God used a
shepherd boy named David, to bring down a
giant.

Zechariah had lost hope of ever becoming a
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father. Then an angel appeared, and his
world changed forever! Most of us would
also have trouble believing the angel's mes-
sage too.

We discover that both Zechariah and his

wife Elizabeth are both very old and that
Elizabeth is "incapable" of conceiving. They
don't have children. Zechariah is a priest and
he’s taking his turn in the Holy of Holies.
While Zechariah is in the sanctuary, an
angel appears to him, just to the right of the
altar of incense. Imagine his surprise! Imag-
ine his fear! An angel's visit is not the norm.
Zechariah was shocked and overwhelmed
with fear.' The angel's first words were, "Do
not be afraid, Zechariah. God has heard your
prayers. Your wife Elizabeth will bear a
son....
Zechariah replied incredulously. “How can
I be sure that this will happen?" I'm an old
man now, and my wife is also elderly."
Sadly, his doubt reflected his doubt in God.
How can I be sure this will happen? He did-
n’t think he could be used anymore. He
thought ‘I can’t do this.” He didn't believe it
was possible, even with God.

The angel's response is immediate: "I am
Gabriel! I am in the very presence of God. It
was he who sent me to bring you this good
news! 20 But now, because you did not be-
lieve what I told you, you will be silent and
will not be able to speak until the child is
born. For surely my words will be fulfilled
in due time." It is as if the angel could not
believe that Zechariah would even question
the message. This was Gabriel, the messen-
ger of God, who is in the very presence of
God! He-God sent me to tell you this good
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news and you want to assurances-do you
doubt what God can do? With Zechariah’s
disbelief, he had to suffer silently for the
next 9 months until his son was born. But
boy did he celebrate once John was born!
(read it in Luke 1)

God took an elderly couple; a couple who
were faithful and loved Him and followed
Him and He chose them to be part of the
Christmas story. Zechariah was a righteous
and faithful man, but he allowed his doubts
and fear to get in the way of his faith. When
he was given the opportunity to see an ad-
venture with God, he saw problems. When
he was given a great promise and his prayer
was answered, he questioned God and His
plans.

God is not afraid of our questions and does
not punish us for our doubts, but He is look-
ing for people who will totally trust Him and
follow Him with their whole lives. Each of
us has something we are called to do. No
matter how young or old you are, you're
never useless or to supposed to go and sit on
the porch rocking your life away. There is
no withdrawal from the Christian faith. You
won't find that concept anywhere in Scrip-
ture. Moses was 80 years old when he
brought the people of Israel out of Egypt.
Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was
born, Noah was a few hundred years old
when he built the ark. Age is just a number
to God.

God uses the weak, the broken, and the im-
perfect in the world. He can and will use you
too. He has a plan for each one of you and
will guide you to and through it. He asks us
to bring to Him everything we have, our

Area Church Directory

Pastor Jessica Bakken Busch ¢ 507-374-2174
Traditional Worship 9a.m; Fellowship 10a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
404 Central Avenue N, Dodge Center
Rev. Elliott Malm® 507-633-2253
https://gracede.church
Worship 9a.m.; Sunday School 10:30a.m.

Praise Fellowship Church
602 Central Avenue S, Dodge Center
Roger Langworthy * 507-374-6400
Kidz Church 9:15a.m.; Sunday Worship 9:30a.m.

Dodge Center Methodist Church
201 1st St. NE, Dodge Center
Rev. Chad Christensen * 507-374-6885
Sunday Morning Worship at 8:15a.m.,
Fellowship Time Following

St. John Baptist De La Salle
20 2nd St. NE, Dodge Center * 507-374-6830
Mass Saturday 5p.m.

Living Water Assembly Church
104 1st St. NW/, Dodge Center
Roy Andrews * 507-374-6561
Sunday 10a.m.

Dodge Center SDA Church
410 3rd Ave. SW
Dodge Center ¢ 507-374-6895
Sabbath School 9:15a.m.; Saturday Worship 11a.m.

Anchor of Hope Church,
a 7th Day Baptist Congregation
203 E. Main St.,, Dodge Center » 507-374-6755
Saturday 10a.m. Worship; 11:45a.m. Sabbath School

Bible Lutheran Church
(American Assoc. of Lutheran Churches)
11 1st Ave. N.E., Dodge Center
www.biblelc.org ¢ 612-803-1212
Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.
(weekly sermons available on You Tube and on website)

First Congregational Church
12 Second Street NW/
Dodge Center, MN 55027 » 507-633-6873

www.congregationalchurchdc.com

- Keith Mosier, Pastor
I —

e
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o] Faith Lutheran Church
- 308 2nd St. NW/, Dodge Center

lunch, our blindness, our talents, our pain,
and even our mistakes and He will use them
to bless and strengthen someone.

Can God use you? Yes! And He will! If you
feel called to be a writer, you don't need to
have years of experience. Just write! If you
feel called to be a speaker, you don't need a
communications degree or years of experi-
ence at Toastmasters . Speak up! Whatever
God calls you to do, you can trust Him to
equip you for it. You don't need to rely on
your own talents, skills, or abilities. Rely on
God. God will give you everything you need
when you need it!

God uses the weak and broken, not because
they are able, but because they are available!

Traxler Law
PLLC

traxlerlaw.com

Ann Traxler
Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS

o Wills, Trusts, & Estates

o Farm and Business
Transition Planning

o General Practice

e Probate

4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420
ann@traxlerlaw.com

God, the Provider (IT)

“Do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or
what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at
that time what you should say.” — Luke 12:11-12

There is a common misunderstanding in many churches.
Many Christians think there is a big difference between
proclaiming God’s Word from a pulpit and sharing his
truth in a conversation. Similarly, lots of Christians think
the apex of evangelism happens on a Sunday morning in a
sanctuary and not in a coffee shop or in a car ride to work.

As Christians, we often think that to share the gift of
salvation with someone, we first have to be qualified
academically or be trained in a special way. As a result, we
can get tangled up in our inabilities, bogged down by our
insecurities, and overwhelmed with fears of failing
ourselves, others, or—even worse —God.

But you aren’t called because you're qualified; you're
qualified because you've been called. Your life, regardless
of religious education or ability to speak in public, is a
testimony in itself. It’s the story of God’s redemption and
restoration plan in you.

God knew you even before he established the
foundations of the earth. He created you, wired you, and
called you by name. God has adopted you as his child into
his eternal family, and he has entrusted you with his
kingdom work, which simply means sharing with someone
the good news of forgiveness from sin and of new life in
Christ forever. So share the good news today!

God, thank you for qualifying all of us whom you have
called. Strengthen us by your Spirit to share the good
news of your kingdom. Amen.

CLAREMONT

1st Presbyterian Church
200 East Street, Claremont * 5282320
Pastor Doug Walters
Sunday Worship at 10:00a.m.

St. John Lutheran Church

4532 SE 84th Avenue, Claremont * 528-2404
Pastor Alan Broadwell
Sunday Service at 10:30a.m.
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Faith Community Church o]
305 State Street N, West Concord ¢ 507-527-2244 -

Pastor David Breederland
Sunday 9:30a.m. Worship; 10:45a.m. Sunday School
www.fecwe.org

Facebook: WC Faith Community Church

Hegre Lutheran, ELCA
51939 Highway 56 Blvd., Kenyon * 507-527-2353
Sunday: 9:152.m. Sunday School; 10:30a.m. Worship

Trinity Lutheran, ELCA
301 Highland St., West Concord * 507-527-2778
Pastor Chad Christensen ¢ trinitychurchwe.net
Sunday worship video is posted on Facebook:
Trinitylutheranchurchwestconcordmn
Sundays 9:45a.m. Worship in building and live streamed on
Facebook.
Sunday School 10:30a.m.
Tuesday Men’s Bible Study, 7:00a.m.
at church and via Zoom

Call church for more information on ministries and events.

Church of Christ
55087 200th Ave., West Concord ¢ 507-527-2723
Pastor Peter Moen
9:00a.m. Sunday School; 10:00a.m. Worship
concordchurchmn.com

Zwingli United Church of Christ
“The Berne Church”

23148 Co. Hwy. 24, West Concord ¢ 507-356-4340
Pastor Karen Larson

Sunday 10:00a.m. Worship; Find us on Facebook

Email your church announcements,
schedule, etc. to the The Messenger at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

¢ 160 26th St NE, Owatonna
507-413-0819

Dining Room Open 7 Days a Week
11:00am-10:00pm

www.plazamorena.com
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Lyle Leroy Lyke

Lyle Leroy Lyke, 90, of Claremont, passed
away peacefully at
home on Friday, No-
vember &, 2024.
Born on March 1,
1934, to Gustave
and Alice (Fogel-
berg) Lyke. Lyle
graduated from
Dover High School
in 1952. He met the
woman  of  his
dreams, Ida Brekke,
and together they had five children. Lyle led a
fulfilling life as a dedicated truck driver, tra-
versing the lower 48 states. His stories of the
cities he visited and the people he met along
the way enriched the lives of those around
him.

Lyle was a beloved member of First Presby-
terian Church of Claremont, where he found a
strong community and spiritual peace. In his
early years, Lyle enjoyed roller skating every
weekend, a hobby that reflected his love for
lively activities. Later in life, he found joy in
helping on the farm and engaging in various
outdoor activities at home, always staying ac-
tive and involved.

He is survived by his wife of 71 years, Ida;
sons, David (and Gail), Duane, Dan (and
Mia), and Dale (and Annette); brother, Gary
Lyke of Phenix city, AL; as well as many
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and ex-
tended family member Gary Meyers.

He was preceded in death by his parents
Gustave and Alice Lyke, brother, Virgil Lyke;
daughter Marlene Lyke; grandson, Ory Lyke.

Funeral services were held on Friday, No-
vember 15th, 2024, at 11AM at First Presby-
terian Church in Claremont. A visitation
started one hour prior to the service. Interment
was in the Moland Lutheran Cemetery in rural
Kenyon. Lyle’s life was marked by his kind-
ness, hard work, and the love he shared with
his family and community. He will be deeply

V

DO YOU
HAVE A
STORY IDEA?

E-mail:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

NOTICE

The Concord
Cemetery Association
will be having it’s
annual meeting on
Tuesday, February 4, 2025
at 6:30pm at the
Concord Church of Christ
55087 200th Ave.
West Concord, MN 55985

missed by all who knew him.

Mary Lou Schmitz

Mary Lou Schmitz, age 93, of West Con-
cord, Minnesota, passed away on Friday, No-
vember 15, 2024, at Our House Senior
Living in Austin.

Services are pending.

Douglas “Doug” M. Howard

A Celebration of Life Service for Douglas
“Doug” M. Howard,
45, of St. Charles,
who passed away
Tuesday, November
12,2024 was held at
3:30 p.m., Saturday,
November 23, 2024
at Overton Funeral
Home in Indianola.
A time of gathering
was held from 1:30
to 3:30 p.m., prior to
service at the funeral home. Inurnment will
take place at a later date in the Concord
Cemetery, Concord, MN. On that date, the
family will hold an additional Celebration of
Life in West Concord.

Doug was born on May 20, 1979 to Ken
and Norma Howard. He grew up in West
Concord, MN. He was the youngest of four
children and was known by them for being
the spoiled one. It seemed he was frequently
getting into mischief and getting away with
it. As an adult, he was known for his sarcas-
tic personality and witty humor. He gradu-
ated from Triton High School in Dodge
Center, MN and went on to attend Rochester
Community and Technical College. He then
continued his education at Minnesota State
University, Mankato where he earned a
Bachelor of Science degree in Business Man-
agement and minored in Human Resources.

Upon graduation, Doug settled in Iowa
where he raised his family and began his pro-
fessional career as a Safety Manager for
Hormel. In 2018, he met the love of his life,
Angela. They recently got engaged to be
married.

Doug’s proudest accomplishment in life
was having and raising his three children,
Ethan, Andrew, and Clara. His life was de-
voted to the kids. You could always depend
on Doug to attend their activities and be there
for them in any way he could. Doug was a
boy scout leader for many years, and he vol-
unteered as assistant coach for Clara’s soft-

ball team. Doug enjoyed watching the Min-
nesota Vikings. Every year he made time to
go to games with his kids and friends. When
Doug and Angela became close, he gained
two bonus children, Jaden and Peyton. Be-
tween their five children, they did not have
too much spare time as they attended many
sporting events.

Doug is survived by his children, Ethan
Howard, Andrew Howard, Clara Howard; fi-
ancé, Angela McDonald; her children Jaden
and Peyton; mother, Norma Howard; sib-
lings, Kenneth (Lisa) Howard, Barb (Tim)
Robinson, Scott (Darla) Howard; many
aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and other fam-
ily and friends. He is preceded in death by his
father, Kenneth.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made
in memory of Doug to Toys for Tots.

Darlene Delores Schmidt

Darlene Delores Schmidt, age 87, passed
away November 20,
2024, at Prairie
Manor in Blooming
Prairie, MN.

Friends  greeted
the family from
9:30 AM Monday,
November 25,2024,
until the time of
service at St. John’s
Lutheran Church in
Claremont, MN.

Funeral service was at 11:00 AM at St.
John’s Lutheran Church. Burial followed at
the church cemetery.

Darlene was born to parents Elmer and
Marie (Wilson) Trom in Blooming Prairie.
After high school she attended nursing
school in Mankato, MN. She worked for Dr.
Roberts in Owatonna until she got married.

Darlene was married to Darrell Schmidt at
First Lutheran Church in Blooming Prairie
on March 25, 1956. They made their home
on a farm in Claremont. She worked as a
farm wife until Darrell retired and the two
moved to Owatonna.

Music was at the forefront of Darlene’s life,
singing and playing guitar all over southern
Minnesota. Darlene took great pride in the
fact that she played the accordion, the organ
and the guitar.

Darlene was known to be very particular
her and Darrell always had a clean home and
manicured lawn. Her three boys remember
they always had to wash and wax all the farm

equipment to start and finish the season.

Darlene is survived by her three sons, Brian
(Robin) Schmidt of Claremont, Jeff (Deb)
Schmidt of Ellendale, Kent Schmidt of
Claremont, four grandchildren, Jacob
(Emma) Schmidt, Kelly (Drew) Nelson,
Tiffany Schmidt, and Elissa (Jacob) Cohen
and nine great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by parents, and
husband Darrell and all her 9 siblings. In lieu
of flowers memorials are preferred to St.
John Lutheran Church, Claremont, Westfield
Lutheran Church, Westfield Township and
Steele County Historical Society.

Paul Edward Starman
Paul Edward Starman of Owatonna, MN,

passed away in the
early morning hours
of November 20,
2024. He was 82
years old.

A Celebration of
Life was held Satur-
day, November 23,
2024, from 1:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at

Trinity ~ Lutheran

Church (609 Lin-
coln Ave S, Owatonna). The family had a pri-
vate burial at Sacred Heart Cemetery. In lieu
of flowers, the family requests donations to
Trinity Preschool Scholarship fund.

Paul was born April 10, 1942, to Frank and
Ruby (Horecka) Starman. He graduated from
Dodge Center High School in 1959. He was
united in marriage to Jane Pribyl on July 31,
1971. Paul farmed until 1985 and then
worked in the manufacturing industry until
his retirement at age 70.

Paul was a member of Trinity Lutheran
Church, NHRA and National Sprint Car As-
sociation. He was an avid sports fan, espe-
cially NASCAR, Minnesota Wild Hockey,
Minnesota Twins Baseball, and New York
Yankees Baseball. He was also a collector of
sports memorabilia.

Paul is survived by his wife, Jane; daughter
Tracy Larsen of Plymouth; son Jason Star-
man and daughter-in-law Becky of Mesquite,
TX; brother Wayne Starman and sister-in-law
Janet of Owatonna; sister-in-law Sandy
Mahon of Anchorage, Alaska; as well as sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Sallie Bonnie Gibbons
Sallie Bonnie Gibbons, 78, of West Con-
cord, MN passed

(continued from page 1)

sale.

service at 6 p.m

Christmas in Wasioja events

The Wasioja Creamery, privately owned by Jean Bartel, is filled with Christmas trees and
other decorations on the main floor and in seven rooms upstairs. Jean explained that when
she and her husband, Ted, renovated the creamery years ago, it seemed only natural to col-
lect a variety of artificial trees and fill the building with Christmas.

“Now that I am a board member and president of the Dodge County Historical Society,
it seemed like a great opportunity to share our efforts with a larger audience and create
an enjoyable fundraiser for our members and friends,” Jean said. The Creamery open
house this year is Sunday, December 8 from 1 to 5 o’clock, with live music by the Wild-
wood Flowers, who also performed last year. Centenarian Richard Staub, a World War 11
veteran, plans to be on hand to share memories. Until then, the volunteer bakers will be
busy making seasonal goodies, including large and small kransekake, which will be for

The Wasioja Church is decorated and the piano freshly tuned in preparation for the Can-
dlelight Christmas Service, with Levi Livingood at the piano beginning at 5 p.m. and the

away on Friday, No-
vember 22, 2024, at
Mayo Clinic  St.
Mary's Campus in
Rochester, MN.

A funeral service
will be at 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Decem-
ber 4, 2024, at
Czaplewski Family

Funeral Homes, 801
7th St SE in Kasson, MN with Pastor Roger
Langworthy officiating. Visitation will be at
3:00 p.m. until the time of her service at the
funeral home.

Sallie's family is composing her obituary
and it will be available soon.
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Cratchit!
That is—catch it!
A Dickens of a
Christmas
mystery!

A Sherlock Carol runs through
Dec. 8 at the Mantorville

Opera House

Moriarty, Sherlock
Holmes’ nemesis, is
dead to begin with.
Depressed, Holmes has lost his purpose —his
motivation for sleuthing. But “ding dong mer-
rily,” along comes Dr. Timothy Cratchit—
that’s right, a grown-up, “God bless us, every
one” Tiny Tim! Dr. Cratchit asks Sherlock
Holmes to investigate the murder of his dear
friend and benefactor—formerly Mr. “Bah,
humbug!” —Ebenezer Scrooge. Now the
once-despondent Sherlock Holmes is in-
trigued and inspired: “The game’s afoot!”
This heartwarming production by the Man-
torville Theatre Company promises festive
cheer and mystery —a perfect holiday treat!
Under the expert direction of Bill Schnell, a
talented cast of six brings beloved characters
from Arthur Conan Doyle and Charles Dick-

ens to life. Jerry Casper plays Sherlock
Holmes and Nick Mezacapa is Ebenezer
Scrooge. Greg Miller portrays Dr. Timothy
Cratchit and other characters. Becca Messick
plays Emma Wiggins and additional roles.
Ryan Frank is Dr. Watson and more. Lindsay
Herr plays Martha Cratchit, Abigail Fezziwig
and others. Cheryl Frarck portrays various
characters.

“A Sherlock Carol” is written by Mark
Shanahan and was originally produced by
Raymond Bokhour and Drew McVety.

Secure your seats now https://www.man-
torvilletheatrecompany.com/tickets.html or
leave a message at 507-635-5420.

The play runs Friday and Saturday at 7:30
p-m. and Sunday at 2 p.m., Nov. 22-Dec.8.

Send any inquires to mantorvillethe-
atre@gmail.com.

From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex: commercial or farm real estate
transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is committed to providing real estate
transactional expertise and personal customer service.

38 W Main St, Dodge Center ¢ 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com ¢ www.dclandtitle.com

Sherlock Holmes (Jerry Casper) reads a threat letter sent to Ebenezer Scrooge. Dr.
Cratchit (Greg Miller) asks Sherlock to investigate the murder of dear Mr. Scrooge.

Share Your Good News!

Submit your engagement,
wedding or

birth announcement.
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Craft Show

Satur&ags: November 50, December 7,14
Sunclags: December 1,8,15

Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:OOP.m.
Call 507-649-1009 to set up other dates and times to shop in our cabin.

Take a drive in the country and shoP in our
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log cabin filled with crafts and antiques!

Dotpourri Mill Log Cabin
Lori and Darwin fmy

2290 County 49 Blvd., Dennison, MN
Email: cabincrew@frontiernet.net
or call 507-649-1009
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(continued from page 1)

While it's hard to imagine a town without
the contributions of these businesses, we don't
realize their true importance until their im-
pacts are understood on a smaller level. Such
a case is apparent in the example of Breka's
Desserts, a small family bakery that serves de-

o5
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licious Mexican sweets. Through their offer-
ings of tres leches cake, regular and choco-
late flan, empanadas, Mexican conchas,
cinnamon rolls, and many more edibles, they
help to unify the southern Minnesotan region
and bring a local, traditional flair to the areas
of Owatonna, Medford, Faribault, and Albert
Lea. To understand more about Breka's
Desserts, read the following revised inter-
view summarizing their inspiring backstory
and additional information leading up to
today.

When Karen and Brenda started this busi-
ness in 2020, they mainly intended to create
authentic Mexican recipes from home. But
after fusing the first few letters of each of
their names, they settled on the title of
Breka's Desserts and began working hard to
ensure fulfillment of the community's crav-
ings. Their strive to continue baking tradi-
tional Mexican sweets earned them a spot
from May to October at the Owatonna
Farmer's Market, where they set up shop

Got a Great
Local News Story?

Tell us about it today! =S

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

COMMUNITY GROWN INSURANCE

...gyou’re covered!
WWW.V§gmi.com
LOCALLY AVAILABLE FROM
Kalass Agenty Sviggum Agency

242 Main Street, Zumbrota, MN
Phone: 507-732-7614
Email: kalassagency@kalassagency.com

Insurance Brokers of Byron

505 Frontage Rd NE, Byron MN 55920
Phone: 507-775-7280

Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com

133 Main Street, Wanamingo
Phone: 507-824-5105
Email: agent@svigguminsurance.com

North Risk Partners, Rochester

2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100, Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-288-7600
Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com

every Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Since they entered the event in 2021, Breka's
Desserts has created incredibly personalized
cakes for any party or special occasion. From
birthdays and weddings to Thanksgiving and

Christmas, no scenario is off-limits, and
one can rest assured that they make each
dessert with a sense of love and care. Being
the first two Hispanic women to sell Mexi-
can desserts at the market, Brenda and Karen
used their expertise to deliver sweets to many
people, boosting their popularity and im-
proving their growing support. Only through
the help of loving clients have they been able
to work for four consecutive years, valuing
love, effort, and dedication to fight for their
dream over any margin or sales.

"Unfortunately, in the middle of this year,
we went through an unpleasant situation
where we lost everything we had achieved
leading up to this moment. Even though we
had to start again, we believe we can achieve
even greater heights through God's guid-
ance."

From the beginning of their ventures,
Breka's Desserts has been encouraged by a
loving family that supports the two uncondi-
tionally. The duo's parents, Santy and Anto-
nio, husbands Arturo and Josué, brother
Gadiel, and children have all played a vital
role in the business's success. Without their
help and encouragement, they could not have
achieved so much. When asked what they
enjoy most about the shop, they responded
that the opportunity to meet so many great
people personally attached to the business is
something to be eternally grateful for. Know-
ing they've contributed to someone's special

occasion through a delicious dessert turns
regular buyers from just clients into lasting
friends. However, it's working as a family
and maintaining a close relationship with
their children that Breka's Desserts deems the
most valuable. Such things simply can't have
a price tag put on them.

To give a word of encouragement to the
people interested in getting into baking, the
duo jointly provided the following response:

"Our best advice would be to face your
challenges with dedication, reject fear, and
maintain trust in God. He always opens doors
and inspires the right people at the right time.
No matter what you do, do it with love and
treat others the way you wish they would to
you."

When such narratives reveal the uplifting
and encouraging nature of businesses like
Brenda's and Karen's, it becomes more evi-
dent that small shops are essential to a town's
character and community. Consequently, it's
up to the people to support them as best they
can. If you're urged to purchase one of their
sweets or have one of their carts present at
your event, head to their online Facebook
page: Breka's Desserts. Their mission to con-
tinue to serve desserts and sweets to the local
community wouldn't be possible without the
help of its supporters. Through these meth-
ods of encouragement from clients and sup-
porters, Brenda and Karen can take their
beautiful business to the next step, ensuring
they have the necessary resources to continue
serving people. Pure dedication is the frame-
work of a shop's success, but only through
the community's support can it truly build.
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United Way of
Olmsted County
Urges Community
Support to
Close Critical

. Funding Gap

Rochester, MN —

United Way of Olm-

sted County is calling

on the community to

help bridge a signifi-

cant funding gap in its annual campaign to

support crucial programs for local families.

This year’s Workplace Giving Campaign—

United Way’s largest fundraiser—is currently

running behind by 13%, equating to nearly

$150,000 less than last year at this time.

United Way’s ambitious goal is to raise
$2.,750,000 by year-end.

If the campaign falls short, the impact will

ripple through our community, putting essen-
tial services and resources at risk. United
Way currently funds over 40 nonprofit and
public programs across Olmsted, Dodge,
Fillmore, and Winona Counties, impacting
more than 35,000 residents each year. In-
dividual donations received enable critical
services like school supplies for children, ac-
cess to mental health resources, care for sen-
iors, and support for families in crisis.

“Now more than ever, we need to come to-
gether as a community,” says Jerome Ferson,

President of United Way of Olmsted
County. “The strength of our community is
built on the support we give each other. Every
donation—large or small—is a strand in the
web of support that helps our neighbors move
from crisis to stability. Together, we can en-
sure everyone in Olmsted County has a
chance to thrive.”

How You Can Help

There are many ways to give back and en-
sure these services remain available:

J Donate Online: Visit
www.uwolmsted.org/donate to make an im-
mediate contribution.

* Workplace Campaigns: Give through your

Our advertisers appreciate

workplace’s United Way campaign, where
every dollar helps fund multi-year support to
local programs.

* Give United Drawing: From now until
December 31, every donation to United Way
enters you for a chance to win a two-year
lease on a new car from Rochester Motor
Cars.*

Every dollar truly matters. United Way of
Olmsted County relies primarily on the gen-
erosity of individuals and corporate dona-
tions—not government funding or grants—to
support its work. Your contribution, no mat-
ter the size, will help provide resources and
services that allow local families to access

the essentials they need.

*Disclaimer: No donation needed to enter
drawing. If donating, must make a gift to
United Way of Olmsted County during the
period of September 1 - December 31, 2024
to be eligible.

About United Way of Olmsted County

United Way of Olmsted County unites peo-
ple and resources to improve lives and ad-
vance the health, education, and financial
stability of every community member. We
mobilize local organizations, businesses, and
community leaders to strengthen systems and
empower residents to build a thriving, equi-
table Olmsted County for all.

Do you want to be the “Mayor for a Day”’?

What would our cities look like if kids were in charge? The League of Minnesota Cities
is holding its annual essay contest to find out!

Open to students who are in the fourth, fifth, or sixth graders this school year, entries for
the 2024 Mayor for a Day Essay Contest can be emailed, submitted online, or postmarked
by December 13. Three winners will be chosen to receive $100 prizes and will have their
essays published in the League’s Minnesota Cities magazine. Winners only will be noti-
fied in early January.

The city of West Concord will also be providing recognition to one or more students for
their participation at the January City Council Meeting.

This year’s essay question is:

Cities provide a variety of services and programs that make our lives better, including
parks & rec, street maintenance, water and sewer, libraries, police, fire, and more! If you
were mayor for a day, what would you do to make one of the services that your city pro-
vides even better?

The submission form and a primer for your essay on what Minnesota mayors do are

your business!
Tell them you saw their ad in the

" Join the Fun at the

West Concord
lce Rink!

Do you love the chilly charm of winter and the thrill of ice skating?
Are you someone who enjoys chatting with people and having a blast while
on the job? Then we want YOU to join our team at the City of West
Concord! We're looking for enthusiastic Seasonal lce Rink Attendants to
help create a memorable ice skating experience for everyone.
Ready to glide into a new adventure?

Apply today and make this winter unforgettable!

Stop by City Hall for an application or visit our website to download
an application.

available at Imc.org/mayorforaday.
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Model Ruilroud\
Open House
December 7-8
in

@rund Meadow

Christmas is just around the corner, and just
in time for the Christmas season, the Railrun-
ners Model Railroad Club is holding their an-
nual open house on Saturday and Sunday,
December 7 & 8. Boys and girls of all ages
are invited to come take a look. This is part
of an open house for all the Grand Meadow
Business Center with opportunity to visit
other stores there as well.

The times will be 10 am to 4 pm Saturday,
and 10 am to 2 pm Sunday. The event is free,
Small children need to be accompanied by
parents, grandparents, or another adult. The
Grand Meadow Business Center is located at
209 2nd Avenue NE, next to the city park.

The layout is an HO scale layout that fills a
classroom of the former high school in Grand

Meadow. Models operated are authentic
replicas of prototype trains that have oper-
ated primarily in the United States. There
will be passenger trains and freight trains of
varying lengths. There will be diesel and
steam locos operating. Visitors may enter the

building by either the north or south door and
go to Room 119 in the second hall. Members
of the club will be available to answer ques-
tions about the layout and to demonstrate
train operation.

Railrunners was formed in 2003 by an in-
formal group of model railroaders who had
to look for a new location when Hendy’s
Train Store in Rochester closed. The group
formed into a more formal arrangement with
a title and bylaws. Goals were established
“to promote interest in and better under-
standing of model railroading; to show and
demonstrate the benefits of model railroad-
ing to assist in public education and youth
guidance; (and) to provide a central layout in

the Grand Meadow area...” Grand Meadow
was selected because that was where a suit-
able location for a layout was found. Mem-
bers however come from Rochester, Dodge
Center, and as far away as Northfield. At
present there are 18 members including as-
sociate members and junior members.

Club members typically meet on Wednes-
day mornings for train operating sessions and
to work on the layout, but often will be found
there at other times as well. Visitors are wel-
come to visit any time the club is open. For
those who are especially interested in model
railroading, information about the club and
applications for membership will be avail-
able at the open house.

e Life
* Annuities * IRA’s
* Employee Benefits

* Medicare Supplements/Part D

A PLAN FOR EVERYONE

¢ Health

* Long Term Care

Proucding oun clients with the best covenage and value

for theon cusanance needs for more than 50 yearns.
FAHNING & ASSOCIATES uc
Beth Hangge

35 W. Main St., Dodge Center e 507-374-6342 ¢ www.fahningandassocs.com
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Special B
Olympics in
Minnesota

"

While many view them as nothing more than
entertainment, participating in sports can sig-
nificantly improve an athlete’s internal and
external qualities, allowing them to build
confidence and become strong leaders. Un-
fortunately, it is a constant struggle for those
with intellectual disabilities to experience the
same opportunities as other athletes. Only be-
cause of the efforts of organizations like the
Special Olympics can these people build a
more confident version of themselves by
learning what it means to be an Olympian.
Through providing access to dozens of
sports, they have significantly improved the
lives of five million athletes with intellectual
disabilities worldwide.

With each step the organization takes to end
discrimination, dozens more exist in local
areas throughout Minnesota. Shrunk to an
even smaller scale, the hundreds of volun-
teers pushing to fund these events become
visible, whose goal is to build a more inclu-
sive community through sports. Dave Steven-
son is among these changemakers, helping to
bring his love of bobsledding to the
Rochester Flyers Special Olympics Team.
His rides hosted in February of each year help
fundraise money for the athletes while pro-
viding them with the experience of being on
a horse-drawn bobsled. While this overview
offers a glimpse into the impacts people like
him make, Dave’s two-decade commitment
to the Rochester Special Olympics is illus-
trated best in the revised interview below. In
response to a question to share about himself
and his backstory, he provided the following
statement.

Dave Stevenson: Before ever moving to the
Zumbro Falls community, my family and I al-
ways had this idea of settling in the country
with a couple of horses. But with our deci-
sion to go to southern Minnesota marking our
eighth move in just 20 years, we weren’t sure
if this dream would ever become a reality.
During this sporadic period, my commitment
to Del Monte Foods caused us to dart around
the Midwest several times to improve the

(continued from page 1)

Holly J. Burow
CPA, LLC

Certified Public Accountant
holly@hollyjcpa.com

Business and Individual
Tax Preparation

Bookkeeping Service

Payroll Service
211 Main Street * PO Box 585
West Concord, MN 55985
Oftice: 507-527-2898 Cell: 507-838-2970
Fax: 507-527-2445

company’s plants. When a job for Seneca
Foods didn’t work out, the cycle would have
likely continued had it not been for our deci-
sion to stay in Zumbro Falls and end the con-
stant cycle of change. Finally, with the
encouragement of my middle daughter, we
could fulfill our dream of purchasing our first
saddle horse.

After this initial buy, I purchased two more
mounts from Joyce Atkinson and Gene Kris-
mer, the latter of who mentored me in driving
horses alongside Lamar Johnson. One pur-
chase soon led to another, and I eventually
owned enough horses to have two teams and
begin learning how to drive professionally.
While it took a few accidents to catch on, I
was soon operating a team of Belgians for
annual festivals and building up my expertise
as a driver.

Having mastered the ability to operate
horses, Dave now helps host bobsled rides
for the Rochester Flyers team every winter.
With the help of John Davis and his wife
Monica to organize the event, they provide
Special Olympic athletes as far away as
Wells, Minnesota, bobsled rides to help raise
money for the organization. Due to the im-
portance of the event, the three always ensure
a date with nice weather and plenty of snow
for the best bobsledding experience. Free
coffee, hot chocolate, and cookies are avail-
able to whoever shows up, a service made
possible by the free-will donations of com-
munity members. Since Dave’s primary goal
is to support the many athletes of Rochester’s
Special Olympics team, individual rides are
provided rather than a competition between
different teams.

“Oftentimes, the athletes prefer to run in the
snow when the bobsled is hard to pull. It’s
very beautiful when the horses make the
snow fly, because if there is a lot, a track is
made for them and the bobsleds to ride
through.”

When asked what led him to start hosting
this event, Dave responded that it provided

Do You Have An
Announcement?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Meets 1st and drd
Friday of each month
from 9:30am to 11:00am
during school year

him a window to talk about horses while of-
fering his services to family and friends. In
honor of close buddies, he has also done fu-
nerals to give them their “last ride” or offered
trips to senior living homes. Red Wing and
Hastings are where he next plans to offer
rides on the Friday and Saturday after
Thanksgiving, followed by bobsledding this
coming February. Apart from simply show-
casing the beautiful nature of Minnesotan
communities, Dave’s contributions to the
Special Olympics highlight one crucial thing.
Everyone deserves a chance to do what up-
lifts, builds, and inspires them, no matter a
person’s so-called limitations. A stern deter-
mination and resilience against the societal
norm is all it takes to reach what seems im-
possible. Athletes of the Special Olympics
have done this very thing, reshaping their
definition and showcasing the persistent
spirit inside of them. As the Rochester Fly-
ers has with sports and Dave Stevenson con-
tinues with his bobsled rides, these people
have discovered what pushes them to be bet-
ter people. Finding your calling is never easy,
but everyone deserves a chance to pick up the
phone and make a change.

As we look forward to hosting the Special
Olympics USA Games in 2026, an event that
will bring 100,000 people to Minnesota, our
primary goal is to continue growing our mis-

sion and impact. To do this, we must expand
our coaching network.

More coaches mean more opportunities for
athletes to develop their skills, build mean-
ingful relationships and experience the joy of
sports. We invite you to consider becoming
a coach or encouraging others to join our
coaching community. Our volunteer coaches
are essential to the success of our athletes.

Special Olympics is a movement happen-
ing 365 days a year. We host nearly 100
events every year that range from sports
competitions to inclusive health fairs to the
Polar Plunge and more!

Special Olympics is for everyone. Our pro-
grams are available for all ages and all abili-
ties. This inclusive movement is made up of
many roles: volunteers, coaches, team assis-
tants, athletes, Unified partners and
more! While sports are at the core of Special
Olympics Minnesota’s mission, we also pro-
vide health & wellness, leadership, and
school programs that focus on community in-
clusion.

Special Olympics events are competitive
and athletes train and compete in sports to
showcase their skills, abilities, and determi-
nation. We foster an environment of fair
competition, allowing athletes to challenge
themselves and strive for personal bests. Ath-
letes earn awards for placing in 1st-8th place.



November 27, 2024 - DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER - Page Il

AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

DININGIROOM] «2> 2 DAILY SPECIALS! ©=
Cahill Bistro & Bar ORDER ONLINE!

m @ R c H @E ZLatin fimenican Fusion WWW.DODGEPLAZAMORENA.COM

Hpires November 39, 2924 1Do3s 0ot fnslud: alsohol Mon.-Thurs. 10am - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 10am - 10pm i:zi;g‘:::lrrj:;x; 11:10 :(()J;J;ntm otc; 3::8852

ot valld s71th any ofier oifsw 632 2nd street Kenyon, MN 411 W. Highway St. Dodge Center

507-623-1001 507-374-9555

www.cahillbistrobar.com

189 23ih St M1, Owatonng © 307-413-0319
WawvwiAplazamornenaxcoin

|
|
|
|
|
|
1
|
|
e oy o Bt Ham o 20
H H Sunday-Thursd 3 t0 5:30
3% ©LH N e B | 5% OFF MEAL PURCHASE wirs Tos Ao
|
|
1
1
1
|

[YAY YAV VAV VAV YAV VAY VAV VAV VAT TAY VAT VAY VAT VAT TAY YAV VAY VAYI

25202 615th Street, Mantorville

?UI / ,fwmh (507 635-7163 'gﬁg g’g

& , Mon 11am-8pm OUR
Tues-Thurs 11am-9pm DELICIOUS
DW me Fri-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm SALADS OR

WRAPS!

Daily
Specials! DINEIN

LOCATED NEAR

Don’t Let THE BACK
Full Bar TAKE 0“T Your Hurry ENTRANCE
Available! OF THE
WEEKLY SPECIALS Gome Before RESTAURANT
Your Hunger! AT
208 N. CEDAR,
OWATONNA
CHECK OUT OUR 507-455-9260 BOOK YOUR
£, 4 ; 4 MANY NEW MON-TUES-WED-THURS TIAM-9PM FALL & WINTER EVENTS!
97 : Y A iy st G > LUNCH & DINNER FRIDAY TIAM-9PM Banquet Hall,
* Happy Noun 3-Tpm ([Jechdays - www.hiddenpinesmn.com MENU ITEMS! 51 3:00pM-9:00pM = SUNClosE)  Seating Up to 300

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH, DINNER

BURGERS, ESPRESSO
SANDWICHES * BURGERS * BBQ HOTDISH, PIZZA

ICE CREAM

TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

DRINKS ¢ APPETIZERS * SANDWICHES

BURGERS * SALADS * WRAPS » DESSERTS 035 2nd Street, Kenyon
DAILY SPECIALS 1832 South Cedar Owatonna MN Tues.- Sat. 7a[r(1:1t;)£§1;\\&:;§:32y 8am to Ipm

Closed Mon.; Tues-Thut 11am-9pm; F1i-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm 507-214-0701

111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN
507-634-3133 Monday-Thursday 11am-9pm

Friday-Saturday 11am-10pm; Sunday 11am-7pm f

507-789-1100

Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner

Generous portions,
friendly service and delicious

!

!

!

:

|

I N homestyle cooking

| anytime! .
! 0 OFF _ BREAKFAST 8am-llam
3 151!/} MENU OR s ' HAPPY HOUR .
!
!
!
|
|
!
!

with ad

OFF BUFFET e Weekdays 5- -6pm__J
‘ .0 Cannot be used with [0 )2 / Open until 1:00am / 7 days a week
Friday, Saturday, Sund
1 /0 ith o ey, Sunday other offers. 1 0 /O OFF With this ad / /’ﬂ/ : B2 Facebook @ the Spot Sports Pub & Grill
Hours: Monday: 11am-10pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-10pm Good Monday-Friday. Expires November 30, 2024. 3 \ llll!slllllslllll'tslllllllllll com

) 112 Main Street Wanamingo, MN
- - Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm \ 80
507-451-9666 JOINAN O 507-824-2100




Public Safety

Page 12 - DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER - November 27, 2024

Claremont Fire Department Receives Grant

Left to right: Lila Gronseth Compeer, Jacob Klejeski Assistant Chief, Casey Dahl Fire Chief. Darel Ness Compeer

The Claremont Fire Department received a Compeer Financial Grant for $10,000. It will be used for a new Extrication tool.
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Ask
A Trooper

By Sgt. Troy Christianson,
Minnesota State Patrol

o

Question: I have some new drivers in our
house. We got talking the other day and they
didn’t know what “hand signals” were. Can
you write about that to help inform others
that might not be aware?

Answer: Congratulations on the new driv-
ers. That is an exciting and concerning time
as you help them get more experience and
confidence as they undergo the process.

When the signal is given by means of the
hand and arm the driver shall indicate inten-
tion to start, stop, or turn by extending the
hand and arm from and beyond the left side
of the vehicle in the following manner and
these signals shall indicate as follows:

e left turn: hand and arm extended horizon-
tally

e right turn: hand and arm extended upward,
except that a bicyclist or motorcyclist may
extend the right hand and arm horizontally to
the right side of the bicycle or motorcycle.

e stop or decrease speed: hand and arm ex-
tended downward.

* You can avoid a ticket — and a crash — if
you simply buckle up, drive at safe speeds,
pay attention and always drive sober. Help us
drive Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths.

If you have any questions concerning traf-
fic related laws or issues in Minnesota send
your questions to Sgt. Troy Christianson —
Minnesota State Patrol at 2900 48th Street
NW, Rochester MN 55901-5848. (Or reach
him at, Troy.Christianson@state.mn.us)

SEMCAC Announces
Recent Organizational

Grant Awards

This activity is
made possible by
the voters of Minnesota through
grants from the Minnesota State
Arts Board thanks to a legislative
appropriation from the arts and
cultural heritage fund.

On November 19, 2024, the SEMAC
Board of Directors awarded $378.,430 in
arts programming grants to nonprofit or-
ganizations and schools throughout
Southeastern Minnesota. This includes
one School Residency grant, 34 Legacy
grants, eleven Programming Grants for
Arts Organizations, and nine Small
Towns/Rural Areas grants.

SEMAC, a non-profit arts agency, is
designated by the State of Minnesota Arts
Board as the regional arts council for
eleven southeastern Minnesota counties:
Dodge, Fillmore, Freeborn, Goodhue,
Houston, Mower, Olmsted, Rice, Steele,
Wabasha, and Winona
Grants for were awarded to the follow-
ing organizations:

Dodge County

Kasson-Mantorville Community Educa-
tion received a $5,000 Small Towns/Rural
Areas grant for ABBAsolutely Fab in
Kasson.

Mantorville Theatre Company received
a $10,000 Legacy grant for Local Play-
wright Publication.

SEMAC congratulates the award win-
ners and looks forward to celebrating the
creative programs these grants will bring
to southeastern Minnesota.

For more information about SEMAC’s
grant programs, Visit semac.org or contact
the office at 507-281-4848.
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Filed in District Court State
of Minnesota

Minn. Stat. §§ 524.1-401;
524.3-403, -801 Minn. Gen.
R. Prac. 404

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF DODGE DIS-
TRICT COURT THIRD JU-
DICIAL DISTRICT Court
File No.: 20-PR-24-730

In Re: Estate of David
James Buck aka David J.
Buck aka David Buck, Dece-
dent.

NOTICE OF AND ORDER
FOR HEARING ON PETI-
TION FOR FORMAL AD-
JUDICATION OF
INTESTACY, DETERMI-
NATION OF HEIRS, FOR-
MAL APPOINTMENT OF
PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE AND NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

It is Ordered and Notice is
given that on January 21,
2025 at 9:30 AM, via Zoom,
see notice of remote hearing,
a hearing will be held in this
Court at the Dodge County
Courthouse, 22 6th Street
East, Dept. 12, Mantorville,
MN 55955-2220, on a peti-
tion for the adjudication of
intestacy and determination
of decedent’s heirs, and for
the appointment of Dorothy
Munnikhuysen, whose ad-
dress is 60499 State Highway
56, Dodge Center, MN
55927, as personal represen-
tative of the decedent’s estate
in an unsupervised adminis-
tration. This hearing will be
held via remote Zoom hear-
ing. Information on how to
participate in the remote
Zoom hearing can be ob-
tained by calling the Court at
(507) 624-7010. Any objec-
tions to the petition must be
raised at the hearing or filed
with the Court prior to the
hearing. If the petition is
proper and no objections are
filed or raised, the personal
representative will be ap-
pointed with the full power to
administer the decedent’s es-
tate, including the power to
collect all assets; pay all legal
debts, claims, taxes, and ex-
penses; sell real and personal
property; and do all necessary
acts for the decedent’s estate.
Notice is further given that,
subject to Minn. Stat. §
524.3-801, all creditors hav-
ing claims against the dece-
dent's estate are required to
present the claims to the per-
sonal representative or to the
Court within four (4) months
after the date of this notice or
the claims will be barred.

Debra A. Groehler Judge of
District Court , November

18,2024

Aimee McCormack Dodge
County Court Administrator

ATTORNEY FOR APPLI-
CANT

Rockne Law Office Matt C.
Rockne MN# 240527 385
Main Street PO Box 7 Zum-
brota, MN 55992 Telephone:
(507) 732-5191 Facsimile:
(507) 732-7846 e-mail: rock-
nelaw @hcinet.net

TRITON ISD NO. 2125 -
SUMMARY SCHOOL
BOARD MINUTES
REGULAR SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING
MONDAY, OCTOBER 21,
2024 - 6:00 P.M.
TRITON HIGH SCHOOL
MEDIA CENTER -
DODGE CENTER, MN
& ZOOM VIDEO CON-
FERENCING

This published information
is a summary of the full min-
utes of the October 21,2024,
Triton School Board meeting.
A copy of the full minutes is
available for viewing in the
Triton District Office, 813
West Highway Street, Dodge
Center, or online at www.tri-
ton.k12.mn.us.

Present: Wendy Kenworthy,
Rebecca Knutson, J. Jensen,
D.Jensen, Lloyd Henslin, Jr.,
Duane Bartel, Brian Ginder,
Craig Schlichting, Luke Lut-
terman, Shane Van Beek, Tri-
cia Johnson, Romina Medina,
Tina Kozisek, and others.

The School Board approved
the following items:

e Agenda and consent
agenda including the consent
agenda including the Septem-
ber 16,2024 regular meeting
minutes as presented; budget
update; claims and bills; trea-
surer’s report; open enroll-
ment/nonresident agreements

#102124D, #102124E,
#102124F, and #102124G;
contracts for Cayla Edling as
Special Education Parapro-
fessional and Jessica Maes as
TES Special Education
Teacher; extra-curricular con-
tracts for Jennifer Ryg as Fall
Play Director and Christine
Deetz as Assistant Fall Play
Director, and resignation for
Jack Hager as Long-Term
Substitute;

* Proposed Certified Staff
Seniority List for 2024-2025;

* Proposed Classified Staff
Seniority List for 2024-2025;

* Read Act MOU;

* Application for Coopera-
tive Sponsorship — Dodge
County Wildcats Hockey;

» Update to Policy 721.

Meeting adjourned at 6:30
p.m.

TRITON ISD NO. 2125 —
SCHOOL BOARD
MINUTES
SCHOOL BOARD
STUDY SESSION
WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 6, 2024
TRITON HIGH SCHOOL
MEDIA CENTER —
DODGE CENTER, MN

-Meeting Proceedings-

Chair Wendy Kenworthy
called the meeting to order at
6:00 p.m. Those members
present: Wendy Kenworthy,
Rebecca  Knutson, Jim
Jensen, Duane Bartel, Lloyd
Henslin, Jr., and Brian Gin-
der; absent: Dale Jensen.
Also present: Superintendent
Craig Schlichting, Principal
Shane Van Beek, and Dean of
Students Tricia Johnson.

The Pledge of Allegiance
was recited.

Items discussed:
High School Building Prin-

for students #102124A, cipal Hiring Process Timel-
#102124B, #102124C, ing
Budget Planning
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The City of West Concord is accepting bids for Refuse
Hauling. Proposal packets and application for licensing
may be attained from City Hall (180 Main Street, West
Concord) or via email from administrator@westcon-
cordmn.com. The license period will be 03/01/2025
through 02/28/2028. Applications are due at the West Con-
cord Government Center on or before 4:00 p.m. Decem-

ber 30, 2024.

Any questions contact the City of West Concord at
507-527-2668.
The City of West Concord reserves the right to reject
any or all applications.

District Assessment Review

Calendar Adjustment -
Adding April 22 as a day off

Retreat Next Summer

Chair Kenworthy adjourned
the meeting 7:48 p.m.

School District Clerk

Filed in District Court State
of Minnesota 10/28/2024
Minn. Stat. §§ 524.3-306, -
310,-801

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF DODGE DIS-
TRICT COURT THIRD JU-
DICIAL DISTRICT Court
File No.: 20-PR-24-658 In
Re: Estate of William Scott
Wessels, a.k.a. William S.
Wessels, Decedent. NOTICE
OF INFORMAL PROBATE
OF WILL AND INFORMAL
APPOINTMENT OF PER-
SONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE AND NOTICE TO
CREDITORS Notice is given
that an Application for Infor-

mal Probate of Will and In-
formal Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative was
filed with the Registrar, along
with a Will dated February
11, 2010. The Registrar ac-
cepted the application and in-
formally appointed Margaret
J. Finders, whose address is
24515 County Rd. 24, Pine
Island, MN 55963, to serve
as the personal representative
of the Decedent's estate. Any
heir, devisee or other inter-
ested person may be entitled
to appointment as personal
representative or may object
to the appointment of the per-
sonal representative. Any ob-
jection to the appointment of
the personal representative
must be filed with the Court,
and any properly filed objec-
tion will be heard by the
Court after notice is provided
to interested persons of the
date of hearing on the objec-
tion. Unless objections are
filed, and unless the Court or-
ders otherwise, the personal
representative has the full

power to administer the es-
tate, including, after thirty
(30) days from the issuance
of letters testamentary, the
power to sell, encumber,
lease, or distribute any inter-
est in real estate owned by the
Decedent. Notice is further
given that, subject to Minn.
Stat. § 524.3-801, all credi-
tors having claims against the
Decedent's estate are required
to present the claims to the
personal representative or to
the Court within four (4)
months after the date of this
notice or the claims will be
barred.

MOOSBRUGGER LAW
OFFICE PA Anthony .
Moosbrugger MN# 0322180
208 W. Main Street Kasson,
MN 55944 (507) 634-4111
anthony @moosbruggerlaw.c
om ATTORNEY FOR AP-
PLICANT

Tammy L. Merchlewitz,
Deputy Probate Registrar,
October 28, 2024

Aimee McCormick, Court
Administrator

checks;

Hayfield;

at 5:45 p.m.

Monday, October 28, 2024

Meeting adjourned at 7:05pm

DODGE CENTER SUMMARY COUNCIL MINUTES

This published information is a summary of the full minutes of the October 28, 2024
Dodge Center City Council meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for viewing
at City Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.

Present: Cathy Skogen, Gary Trelstad, Paul Blaisdell, Matt Maas, Lee Mattson, Deputy
Tyler Vermeersch, Mark Barwald, AJ Gengler, Jeremy Dostal, Craig Britton and Vanessa
Hines — Widseth; and Kathy Freeman

Absent: Mayor Bill Ketchum

City Council approved the following items:

* Agenda and consent agenda to include: Minutes from October 14, 2024 City Council
Meeting; July 11, August 8 and September 19,2024 Library Board Meetings, Surplus Of-
fice Equipment - Library, Triton High School After Prom Request; Payment of Bills;

* Resolution 2024-027 — A Resolution Ordering Improvement and Preparation of Plans;

* Quote received from Minnesota Pump Works in the amount of $8,807.69 for the pur-
chase and installation of an ABS/Sulzer pump and VFD;

* Hiring of Brandon Elias and Liam Dostal to Fire Department pending background

e West Concord ambulance services contract and a contract for ambulance services for

* Rescheduling of November 11th City Council Meeting (Veterans Day) to November 12,
2024 and the scheduling of the canvassing board for City Election on November 12,2024
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SENIOR DISCOUNT TUESDAYS

POKER
DAY

DISCOUN
WEDNES
30/30 THURSDAYS

Mon - Sat 10am to 5pm
Closed Sundays

530 2nd St. Kenyon

507-789-5622

HARBOR
BOUTIQUE

CLOTHING * JEWELRY
PURSES
BEAUTY SUPPLIES
CBD PRODUCTS
GIFT IDEAS

OPEN WED & THURS 11AM-6PM
224 MAIN ST, WANAMINGO
507-250-4503

"B

* Pumping * Flushing
* Maintenance - Tank Locator
+ Inspection - Drain Cleaning

* Over 40 Years Experience
* Residential

* Farm

* Commercial

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
for your next real estate transaction
or loan closing.

Artisan Products
Handmade Soaps

» Machinery Storage
- Commercial

+ Livestock Buildings
- Garages

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue

651-923-4441

Chocolate Shoppe Confections
Handcrafted Candles
Amish Made Items
211 West Main St.

Kasson
507-634-4184

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN

BASIC HANDGUN
SAFETY CLASS

For Those With No
Handgun Experience

+ Learn handgun safety
fundamentals

+ Individual classes available

+ Leam to shoot safely & properly

- You can fire a variety of handguns
NRA Instructor wirg Years Experience
CALLTO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME,
SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

GIFT IDEAS - COLLECTABLES
INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
CALENDARS * WIND CHIMES

BIGGEST GIFT STORE IN SO. MN!

Right across freeway from Cabelas
Sunday 12-5; Mon - Sat 9-7

Largest Antique Store
in Dodge County

416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
507-635-5554
Facebook@
MantorvilleSquareAntiques

+ Wheel alignments

+ Steering & suspension
+ Brake repair

+ A/C maintenance

+ Batteries

Copper, Batteries,
Appliances, E-Scrap

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

507-527-2408
www.ldrecycling.com

307-153-2408 GIFT
Ph: 507-633-6355 . Wed-Fri 10-6 1 - - S 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna =
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com 501'951'1691 Lodermelers.net Sat 10-2 ‘% 507 951 1411 -:‘ = 507-451-5661 = I:-
Steel, Farm Machinery,
Car Bodies, Aluminum,  Tires Full Line of Square Tubes,

Channels, Angle,
HFat & Pipes

Shearing, Cutting and
Bending
61154 190th St Dodge Center

901-314-2524

(SAVE IT

641 S Main Wanamingo
507-824-2710
SI FROM

I I TRASH)

THRIFT STORE

26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

)
7

N

Tatge
Jewelry

Awards By Tatge

Since 1975

625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN
(507) 789-6522

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Todd Ryan
651-764-5590

tryan @flatwaterfutures.com
Goodhue, MN
Branch Office

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
Saturday 9am to 5pm

DOUG AND MARY KLATT
www.siftdyou.com

Call s today! 507.259.2386

Bruce Freerksen
(507) 273-9110

brucewithschaefferoil @gmail.com
West Concord, MN

OVER 100 CHOCOLATE
DELICACIES HANDMADE
IN STORE!

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

HONOnone

-

SPECIALTY BAKED GOODS
FOR EVERY OCCASION!
Cupcakes e Cakes
Pies ¢ Cookies
Fudge  Muffins
Scones e Cheesecake

507-824-CAKE (2253)
237 Main St Wanamingo

Our unique skid steer and utility tractor
snow plow feature a floating face plate
and an innovative “cross draw” design,
with a dual direction hydraulic cylinder,
which allows this plow to sit much
closer to the machine and faceplate
than a traditional A-frame style plow
with a dual ram set-up. Because of our
proven design, these plows have
substantial amount of free movement or “walk” when going over uneven
terrain like a dirt road, side hills, around a pond, a loading dock or
handicap ramp. These plows include a cross over relief valve to help
protect the hydraulics from damage.

Lightweight plow (up to 35hp) 5’ to 6.5’ starting at $2,475

Std Duty plow (up to 65hp) 5°to 7.5’ starting at $2,575
Heavy Duty (up to 85hp) 5'to 10’ starting at $2,775
Industrial/Commercial Duty 6’to 10’ starting at $3,775

Minnesota Implement

West Concord, MN - 651-269-5688
See all our products
@ www.minnesotaimplement.com

Hope Stump
Grinding

John Hope
612-327-5980

Lake State
Paintless
Dent Repair

We Fix Hail Damage and
Dents on Vehicles

We can come to your home
or place of business.
507-319-5714

taylornolanpdr@gmail.com

PLACE YOUR AD ON THIS PAGE
Call Terry at 507-951-7417

or Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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As we welcome another Thanksgiving, we welcome the opportunity
to thank our good friends and customers for their support and trust in us.

BEST WISHES & HAPPY THANKSGIVING
FROM ALL OF US AT HERITAGE BANK!

We will be closed Thursday, November 28th so our employees can enjoy the Thanksgiving holiday.

www.heritagebankmn.com

WEST CONCORD: 181 Main Street 507-527-2236
NORTHFIELD: 1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736
DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929






