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• OPEN INVITATION:All are welcome
to breakfast, fellowship, bible study, and
prayer time every Saturday morning at
Hauge Lutheran Church in Kenyon.
Breakfast and fellowship start at 8:00 am.
Followed by a verse by verse bible study.
Finishing with prayer time at 10:00 am. All
are welcome (men, women, and children)
each Saturday morning!! Any questions,
please contact Loren Bauer: 507-450-6623.
• Three Rivers Community Action is

currently accepting new Meals On
Wheels clients in the communities of
Zumbrota, Mazeppa, Goodhue, Pine Is-
land, Kenyon andWanamingo. Receive a
hot meal delivered to your home by a vol-
unteer at lunch time up to 5 days per week.
To qualify you must be 60 or older, live
within city limits, have limited mobility
and/or are unable to prepare nutritious
meals. The suggested donation is $5-$10
per meal. For more information on how to
sign up for meals or to be a volunteer driver,
please contact Dana Bergner at 507-421-
6067 or dbergner@threeriverscap.org
• Hiawathaland Transit: Service hours

are 7:30am-4:30pm Monday through Fri-
day. Call dispatch at 866-623-7505Monday
through Friday 6am-9pm and Saturday
7:00am-5:00pm. Visit threeriverscap.org
for more information.
• Wanamingo Veterans Honor Guard

invite you to become a member. Join us
and help us make the Wanamingo Veterans
Honor Guard an even bigger success.
WVHG meets the third Tuesday of each
month at the Wanamingo Community Cen-
ter. The VFW will meet from 7-7:30p.m.
The Honor Guard will meet from 7:30-
8:30p.m. For more information contact Eric
Dierks 507-321-1967, Gary Floan at 507-
732-7740, or Larry Van De Walker at 507-
421-4674.

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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ENJOY OUR
 LENT FISH FRY

 and
 DINNER SPECIALS
 Every Friday starting  at 4:00PM

 SSeerrvviinngg FFiisshh DDiinnnneerrss FFrriiddaayyss ffoorr LLuunncchh ffrroomm 1111AAMM--33PPMMSSeerrvviinngg FFiisshh DDiinnnneerrss FFrriiddaayyss ffoorr LLuunncchh ffrroomm 1111AAMM--33PPMMServing Fish Dinners Fridays for Lunch from 11AM-3PM

Goodhue County
Dairy Princess
Candidates Sought
The Goodhue County Dairy
Association is seeking candi-
dates to participate in this
year’s dairy princess pro-
gram. Dairy princesses serve
as goodwill ambassadors for
the dairy industry through ap-
pearances that help explain dairy farmers’
passion for taking care of their animals and
land while providing nutritious food for peo-
ple locally and throughout the world. The
princess banquet is scheduled for April 5th,
2025. (continued on page 4)

(continued on page 9)

Sandblasting
 (Commercial, Residential, Industrial)
 Prime/Paint

 Welding  (Mig, Tig, and Stick)
 Metal Fabrication
 Machine Shop

 19 Main St,
 Wanamingo, MN

((550077)) 442211--22889911((550077)) 442211--22889911(507) 421-2891
kknnoottttmmaacchhiinnee@@ggmmaaiill..ccoommkknnoottttmmaacchhiinnee@@ggmmaaiill..ccoommknottmachine@gmail.com
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We are mobile and can come to you for any
 sandblasting/welding projects you need taken care of.
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One of the Messenger’s advertisers has
moved from their location in Owatonna to
Kasson this month.

Smokin’ Silverback
Relocates to Kasson

GoFundMe account set up for Kenyon resident
HannahMickelsen of Kenyon was involved
in a car crash with a snowplow on County
Road 24 east of West Concord on Thursday

February 6th about 7am. The roadway was
icy and a light snowfall had accumulated
overnight.

ChickenWars update
In the last KW
Messenger we ran an
article on the ongo-
ing discussion in
Wanamingo. This is
to clarify the status of
raising chickens in
the city of Kenyon.
According to the city council minutes of
January 14, 2003, chickens and other farm
animals were allowed in residential zoned
districts until Ordinance No. 37 was adopted.

Vintage Snowmobile Show
By Cheri Roshon
Saturday, March 1st is the date set for theAnnual

Vintage Ride & Show, and it looks like there may
even be snow on the ground this year!
The Wanamingo Firefighters put this together
every year, snow on the ground or not. It will be at
the fire department on Main Street in Wanamingo,
with registration starting at 9 am. Everyone is wel-
come to bring their snowmobiles for others to
swoon over. It doesn't matter what condition yours
is in, just bring it to 95 Main Street, and get it reg-
istered! Old, new, ugly or sleek, let everybody have
a peek! Also, bring your ATV's that are 1990 and
older. There are several categories vying for the
bragging rights in the categories, and the judging is
held at 11 am. 2024 show(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 4) Hannah Mickelsen

(continued on page 5)
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Religion

DENNISON/VANG
 LUTHERAN PARISH
 Pastor Paul A. Graham

 (C) 507-269-5997 • Office: 507-645-6042
 P.O. Box 117, Dennison, MN  55018

 Website: www.dennisonvang.org
 You can join us for Worship online at
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/

 167136242800

 TRINITY LUTHERAN
 CHURCH

 301 2nd Avenue, Wanamingo, 824-2155

 WANAMINGO LUTHERAN
 CHURCH, ELCA

 130 West 3rd St., Wanamingo, 824-2457
 www.TrinityWanamingo.org

 March 2: 9:00a.m. Sunday School and
 Sacred Space;

 10:00a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
 at WLC

 March 5 Ash Wednesday:
 Worship at 4:00p.m. and 7:00p.m. WLC

 March 9: 9:00a.m. Sunday School and
 Sacred Space; 10:00a.m. Worship - Children 

 will sing and collect noisy offering
 March 12: Soup Supper 6:00p.m.; Lent 

 Worship Service at WLC 7:00p.m.
 March 16: 9:00a.m. Sunday School and

 Sacred Space; 10:00a.m. Worship with Holy 
 Communion at WLC

 March 19: Soup Supper 6:00p.m.;
 Lent Worship Service WLC 7:00p.m.

 March 23: 9:00a.m. Sunday School and
 Sacred Space; 10:00a.m. Worship at WLC

 March 26: Soup Supper 6:00p.m.;
 Lent Worship Service WLC 7:00p.m.

 March 30: 9:00a.m. Sunday School and
 Sacred Space; 10:00a.m. Worship at WLC

 ASPELUND EMMANUEL
 LUTHERAN

 Rob Edwards, Pastor
 429 County 1 Blvd, Kenyon

 507-824-2307
 www.emmanuelaflc.org

 9:00a.m. Sunday School;
 10:00a.m. Coffee Time

 10:30a.m. Worship Service

 FIRST EV. LUTHERAN
 D.J. Chatelaine, Pastor

 309 Forest Street, Kenyon • 507-789-5261
 website: flckenyon.org

 Sunday Worship 9 a.m.;
 Noon-1:00p.m. Open Prayer Time,

 1st Tuesday each month

 GOL LUTHERAN
 Joe Jorgensen, Pastor

 507-838-2100
 Sunday Worship 8:30a.m. Sept.-Dec.

 GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH,
 NERSTRAND

 Mike Ahrens S.A.M.
 Service 9am. Coffee hour follows @ 10 am

 Sunday School 10:15 am

 HAUGE LUTHERAN
 Larry Grove, Pastor  •  507-271-9761

 302 Bullis Street, Kenyon
 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.

 with lunch following

 LANDS LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA
 David Krinke, Pastor
 16640 Hwy. 60 Blvd.

 www.landslutheran.com
 Wednesday 6:15 p.m.

 Sunday 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. at Everson Park

 STORDAHL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
 ELCA

 Pastor Kathleen Lowery
 15049 Cty. 12 Blvd., Zumbrota • 732-5711

 Sundays 10:30 a.m. Worship

 HOLDEN/DALE
 Pastor Dustin Haider • 507-789-6677

 Email: holdendalesecretary@gmail.com
 Worship schedule found at:

 www.holdenlutheranchurch.org
 Holden/Dale Facebook

 MOLAND CHURCH
 507-456-4242

 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.

 NERSTRAND UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 Gary Liker, Pastor
 12 Maple Street  •  507-330-0025

 Worship 9:00 a.m.

 UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Reverend Daren Flinck

 429  4th Street, Kenyon  •  507-951-1271
 Worship 9:30 a.m.

 ST. MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Father Cory Rohlfing

 Deacon Newell McGee
 108 Bullis St., Kenyon
 Sunday Mass 8:00a.m.

 Wednesday Mass 5:00p.m.

 NEW LIFE CHURCH
 525 Beverly St., Wanamingo

 507-824-3019
 10am Worship Service

 office@nlcwanamingo.org
 Website with online services which are live
 at 10:00a.m. or can be viewed at anytime:

 https://nlcwanamingo.org/

Member
 FDIC

 E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc. to the
 Kenyon-Wanamingo Messenger at:
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

602 Second Street • P.O. Box G
 Kenyon, Minnesota 55946

 507-789-6123   Toll Free 1-888-789-6123
 Visit our website:  ssbkenyon.com

AREA
 CHURCH DIRECTORY

 GOSPEL OF LIFE FAMILY CHURCH
 Pastor Steven G. Roberts

 www.gospeloflifechurch.org
 2010 Jefferson Rd, Northfield - Sunday 10:30a.m.

 507-259-2644
 Wanamingo - Wednesday 7:00p.m.

 ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
 (Wheeling Twp) 19086 Jacob Avenue, Faribault

 Gary Liker, Pastor  •  507-330-0025
 www.stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info

 Sunday School 9:30a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

 Finish Well!
 No one has ever shown the mighty 

 power or performed the awesome deeds 
 that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.  
 —  Deuteronomy 34:12
 Moses remained committed to the 

 Lord until the very end of his life. He 
 was a child of God, a diligent leader of 
 God’s people, a prophet, and much 
 more. Moses is described as a “man of 
 God” and a “servant of the Lord” in the 
 closing chapters of Deuteronomy. He 
 knew who he was and whose he was. 
 That makes a difference in one’s life. 
 Moses was faithful. Though he was 
 certainly not perfect, Moses finished 
 well.
 When we think about finishing well, 

 we realize it is not a last-minute 
 commitment. We can stay focused even 
 when we must take detours and alter our 
 plans. When we fall, we get up with the 
 Lord’s help. When things do not go the 
 way we thought they would, we cannot 
 allow our feelings and thoughts to get in 
 the way of doing God’s will. We know 
 we depend on the Lord in all things, and 
 we stand firm in his strength.
 When our time comes to leave our 

 home on earth to go to our eternal home 
 in heaven (unless Jesus returns before 
 then), we want to say, “I have fought the 
 good fight . . . I have kept the faith” (2 
 Timothy 4:7). And we want to hear our 
 Lord say, “Well done, good and faithful 
 servant!” (Matthew 25:21).
 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, help me 

 to be fully committed to doing your will 
 until the very end of my life. May you 
 be glorified! Amen.

 37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 
 Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM

 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
 Bar Open Later

 507-645-9992  •  www.firesidelounge.net
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words say, “For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God.”
These are some other things we will find
out about God.
He is Infinite- Without beginning and He
has no end. (Rev. 22:13)
He is immutable- He never changes.
(Malachi 3:6)
He is Self-Sufficient- He has no needs.
(Acts 17:25)
He is Omnipotent- He is all powerful. (Eph-
esians 3:20)

He is Omniscient- He is all-knowing. (Isa-
iah 46:9-10)
He is Omnipresent- He is always every-
where. (Psalm 139:7-10)
He is Wise- He is full of wisdom. (Romans
11:33)
He is Faithful- He is unchangingly true. (II
Timothy 2:13)
He is Good- He is full of goodwill. (Psalm
34:8)
He is Just- He is right and perfect in all He
does. (Duet. 32:4)
He is Loving- He loves us unconditionally.

( John 4:7-8)
These are some of the attributes of God that
will be promoted in His Word. Take time to
read of them. Take time to internalize them.
And take time to claim them as your own as
you cry out to God in surrender and faith. In
so doing you are adopted into His family and
you are now the child of the King of all kings.
When the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to these
truths we will be forever changed. What a
beautiful inheritance we have by doing this.
The benefits are out of this world!!The past few months I have been sharing

messages from the book of Mark. As I have
been doing this, I marvel at all the people
Jesus touched, all the issues He addressed,
and all the miraculous things He did. Then it
caused me to reflect on how we should re-
spond and carry out our lives as believers in
Christ.
Ephesians 3:20-21 tells us that the power
and work of Jesus is still being manifested in
the world today. It says,“Now to him who is
able to do immeasurably more than all we ask
or imagine, according to His power that is at
work within us, to Him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,
for ever and ever! Amen.”
As we read through the Gospel texts and see
all the wonderful works of Christ, it is re-
markable that one man could effect so many
people in so few years. But we must remem-
ber that He was God in the flesh.
John had a special relationship with Jesus
and we can see in his writing of his Gospel
account that he focused more on the deity of
Jesus Christ rather than all of the miraculous
things He did. But in the last verse of his book
his words were written in the Message Trans-
lation as saying, “There are so many other
things Jesus did. If they were all written
down, each of them, one by one, I can’t imag-
ine a world big enough to hold such a library
of books.”
Jesus lived a life that was recorded for us in
His Word and we are called to mirror that life
as best we can by following His example and
obeying His teachings. He has also given us
so many promises in His Word and when He
promises something, He will be true to His
Word. But we can’t stand on His promises if
we don’t know what they are. That takes dili-
gently absorbing the scriptures and heartfelt
trust in the God who inspired them.
When we study God’sWord we will find the
attributes of God’s character. We will see that
He is merciful and gracious. In His mercy
God does not give us what we do deserve. In
His grace God gives us what we do not de-
serve.
Psalm 145: speaks of God’s mercy. It says,
“The Lord is gracious and full of compassion,
Slow to anger and great in mercy.”
Ephesians 2:8 tells us of God’s grace. These

“Open Our
Eyes, Lord”

By Pastor Larry Grove
Hauge Free Lutheran Church

Kenyon
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Community & Obituary
Joan Ruth Musgjerd
Joan Ruth Musgjerd, 84, of Kenyon, passed

away on February 14,
2025, at her home
with her family by
her side.
She was born Au-
gust 27, 1939, in
Faribault, Minnesota
to Joseph and Ruth
(Pierce) Finnesgard.
Joan grew up in rural
Nerstrand before

moving into Town. She graduated from
Kenyon High School and shortly after Joan
was united in marriage to Obert Musgjerd on
June 21, 1958, at Gol Lutheran Church. She
worked for a short time at Federated Insur-
ance before becoming a homemaker. After
raising the family, Joan worked at Owens
Fairway Foods, then as a school bus driver.
She found her career at Foldcraft as a welder
for 25 years before retiring in 2002.
Joan loved birds, horses, dogs and cats. She
enjoyed crocheting prayer shawls, rosemal-
ing and other crafts. Joan and Obert enjoyed
camping in the summer and wintering in
Weslaco, Texas. Most of all Joan cherished

the time she spent with her family and
friends.
She is survived by her children, Catherine
Whipple of Kenyon, Laurie (and David)
Feltault of Minneapolis, Tom (and Leanne)
Musgjerd of Elk River; grandchildren, Jacob
Whipple, JohannaWhipple, Katie Fitzgerald,
Peter Feltault, Nicole Feltault, Sarah Rotert,
Owen Musgjerd, Cy Musgjerd, Joseph Mus-
gjerd, Sheldon Musgjerd; 11 great-grandchil-
dren with one more on the way; Siblings,
Joseph Finnesgard, Sharon Kucera, Mark
Finnesgard, Bruce Finnesgard, Brian Finnes-
gard.
She was preceded in death by her husband
Obert Musgjerd, parents Joseph and Ruth
Finnesgard, son Jason Musgjerd, son in law
John Whipple, siblings Merlin Finnesgard,
Donald Finnesgard, David Finnesgard.
Funeral services were held on Friday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2025, at 11:00 AM at Vang
Lutheran Church with a visitation starting
one hour prior to the service. Interment will
be at a later date, at the Little Cannon Ceme-
tery in Nerstrand. Memorials are preferred to
Vang Lutheran Church or Little Cannon
Cemetery.

Conrad Osthum Post 141
 Veterans of Foreign Wars

 601  2nd Street, Kenyon, MN • 507-789-5691

PULL TABSAVAILABALE!Lic.#G-00019-004

KENYON VFW POST 141
DAILY SPECIALS

HAPPY HOUR: Monday-Saturday from 4-7 PM

 NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED AND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

BURGER 
 TUESDAY
 5:30-7:30pm

 WEDNESDAY 
 WINGS

 6:00-8:00pm

 FRIDAY NIGHT
 MEAT RAFFLE

 6:00-8:00pm
 Tap Specials

The Holden Community Park is now accepting reservations. This is a gathering place
for families, community groups, celebrations, family and class reunions and meetings.
The park is open from June 1 – September 30 and is located just west of the Holden
Lutheran Church on Co Rd 30, Kenyon.
The park building is equipped withAC, refrigerator, stove, microwave and indoor bath-
rooms. Folding tables and chairs which are available for use within the facility. Picnic
tables, playground equipment and a fire pit are also located just outside the back entrance.
A prayer path also winds through the woods.
Please contact Peggy Kroenbach if you would like to reserve the building. (p_kron-
bach@yahoo.com, # 507/227-4992)

Holden Community Park NowAccepting Reservations

502
 Huseth Street

 Kenyon

 Our new
address is:

Kenyon NAPA Store
 507-789-5254

Specializing in Farm Equipment Repair
 Authorized      Dealer

 DOT Inspections/Welding
 507-789-6321

WWEE’’VVEEWWEE’’VVEEWE’VE

MMOOVVEEDD!!MMOOVVEEDD!!
MOVED!

Engagement Announcement

Donna Honer and Matthew Bauer
Excited to share the wedding engagement of Donna Honer and Matthew Bauer. Local to
Kenyon Minnesota. Matthew popped the question on their family beef farm, what a great
way to start 2025!
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Community

KKEENNYYOONN--WWAANNAAMMIINNGGOOKKEENNYYOONN--WWAANNAAMMIINNGGOOKENYON-WANAMINGO
EELLEEMMEENNTTAARRYY SSCCHHOOOOLLEELLEEMMEENNTTAARRYY SSCCHHOOOOLLELEMENTARY SCHOOL

SSTTUUDDEENNTTSSSSTTUUDDEENNTTSSSTUDENTS

Front Row: Jackson Falenschek, KG, Mrs. Tanya Short; Ella Rodriguez, KG, 
 Mrs. Katie Valek; Kaylynne Westlund, Gr. 1, Mrs. Katie Benbrooks; Thomas 
 Thoreson, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers.  Back Row: Cecelia Jandro, Gr. 2, Mrs. 
 Megan Jordan; Kendall Foss-Kennedy, Gr. 3, Ms. Val Ashland; Isabella 
 McGowan, Gr. 3, Mrs. Sandy Bohaty; Hudson Kruger, Gr. 4, Mrs. Chloe 
 Gohman

NOBLE KNIGHTS OF THE WEEK FOR FEBRUARY 14, 2025

Front Row: Oakley Langer, KG, Mrs. Tanya Short; Natalia Vargas, KG, Mrs. 
 Katie Valek; Violet Burt, Gr. 1, Mrs. Katie Benbrooks; Cooper Bauer, Gr. 1, 
 Mr. Tony Donkers; Morgan Anfinson, Gr. 2, Mrs. Deb Hinrichs.  Back Row: 
 Julia Potvin, Gr. 2, Mrs. Megan Jordan; Elijah Rodriguez, Gr. 3, Ms. Val 
 Ashland; Nova Christensen, Gr. 3, Mrs. Sandy Bohaty; Maverick Moechnig

NOBLE KNIGHTS OF THE WEEK FOR FEBRUARY 21, 2025

Chicken
Wars
Update

(continued from page 1)

c)Any expansion which would increase the
number of animal units on the operation or
increase the total agricultural acreage by ten
percent or more.
Subd. 2.Animals in theAdistrict. The keep-
ing of animals is permitted according to the
following regulations. (Amended, Ord. 37,
Third Series)
a) Dogs, cats, and other domestic animals
customarily kept as pets are not subject to
these regulations.
b) On lots less than two acres, only dogs,
cats, and other domestic animals customarily

kept as pets are permitted.
c) On lots of two acres and over, the fol-
lowing types of animals shall be permitted at
the following densities.
Animals Animal Type Per Acre
Equine (horses, mules, etc) 1.0
Cattle 1.0
Pigs, swine 2.0
Sheep, goats, or similar 5.0
Large poultry (turkeys, ducks, etc.) 25.0
Small poultry (chickens, rabbits, etc) 50.0
Subd. 3. Animal feedlots. Animal feedlots
are prohibited in all zoning districts.

Goodhue County Dairy Princess Candidates Sought
(continued from page 1)
A candidate must be a high school graduate by July 1, 2025 and not yet 24 years old by
July 1, 2025. A candidate must be a U.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident. She or her par-
ents must be actively engaged in the production of milk for sale to a licensed plant dur-
ing the current year. A candidate also qualifies if she or her parents are employed on a
dairy farm in a dairy-related capacity, or if a sibling has taken over the home farm. Addi-
tionally, she would qualify if her or her family custom raise animals that will produce
milk or lease animals in exchange for work on that farm.
The dairy princess program is sponsored by the county’s dairy farmers in conjunction
with Midwest Dairy’s Minnesota Division and the dairy checkoff. Serving as a county
dairy princess is also the first step toward potentially becoming Princess Kay of the Milky
Way. Ten finalists will be selected at the May Leadership Event to compete for the Princess
Kay title in August. At all levels of competition, contestants are judged on their commu-
nication skills, personality, enthusiasm for dairy promotion and general knowledge of the
dairy industry.
For a complete rules and application form, contact Tiffany Betcher at
goodhueada@gmail.com or 651-380-8874. Applications are due March 8th, 2025.

The request to allow chickens has come be-
fore the city council at least three times since
2003 (2015, 2020, and 2023), but has never
been passed.
The current city code Section 530 is also at-
tached below. Farm animals are allowed in
agricultural zoned districts in city limits with
the limitations listed. However, there is at
least one parcel in city limits that was rezoned
from residential to agriculture since 2015 that
has stricter limitations than those listed in
Section 530 of the city code.
Taken from the City Council minutes of Jan-
uary 14, 2003
PUBLIC HEARINGS
Ordinance 37, Third Series:
Amending Zoning Districts that AllowAni-
mals within the City of Kenyon
Thunhorst opened public meeting at
7:05p.m. Presently, horses, cows, and other
non-domestic animals are allowed in the R-1
zones of the City. The Planning Commission
gave their recommendation that this Ordi-
nance be changed to only allow non-domestic

animals in Agricultural zoned districts.
Hearing no public objections, Mayor Thun-
horst closed the public hearing at 7:10 p.m.
Loftness motioned to adopt Ordinance 37,
Third Series, to restrict non-domestic animals
to Agricultural zoned districts. Sibley sec-
onded motion. Adopted per roll call vote, 4-
0-0.
Current Kenyon City Code
SECTION 530 – AGRICULTURAL PER-
FORMANCE STANDARDS
530.01. Agricultural operations. Subdivi-
sion 1. Existing farms. Agricultural uses in
existence upon the effective date of this code
are a permitted use where the operator can
conduct a farming operation. However, all
regulations contained in these performance
standards apply to all changes of the farming
operation that will cause all or part of the area
to become more intensively used or more
urban in character. Any structure exceeding
$500 in value to be erected on a farm requires
a building permit and must conform to all re-
quirements of the building code. The council
may require any farm operator to secure a
conditional use permit to expand or intensify
said operations in the event of the following:
a) The farm is adjacent to or within 400 feet
of any dwelling unit and may be detrimental
to living conditions by creating safety haz-
ards or by emitting noise, odor, vibrations or
similar nuisances.
b) The farming operations are so intensive
as to constitute an industrial type use con-
sisting of the compounding, processing and
packaging of products for wholesale or retail
trade.
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Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law   
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice
 • Probate
 4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Oldies
But

Goodies
By Cheri Roshon

As I have been working on a few articles
about the old towns in our area that have all
but disappeared, I have been going through
old books to find stories to tell, and I keep
running across fun words we used to use
"back in the day". I thought it would be fun to
share some of them so you can have a
chuckle, too!
Mergatroyd ? Do you remember that word?
I believe it was Snaggle Puss (In the cartoon)
that used that word when he was exasperated,
but I could be mistaken.....So, I will get my
thinking cap on and see what else I can come
up with.
(Would you believe the spell-checker did not
recognize the word, Mergatroyd?)
Heavens to Mergatroyd!
The other day a not so elderly (I say 75) lady
said something to her son about driving a
Jalopy; and he looked at her quizzically and
said, "What the heck is a Jalopy?" He had
never heard of the word jalopy! She knew she

was old ...But not that old.
Well, I hope you are Hunky Dory when you
read this and chuckle.
About a month ago, I illuminated some old
expressions that have become obsolete be-
cause of the inexorable march of technology.
These phrases included: Don't touch that
dial; Carbon copy; You sound like a broken
record; and Hung out to dry.
Back in the olden days we had a lot of
moxie . We'd put on our best bib and tucker,
to straighten up and fly right.
Heavens to Betsy!
Gee whillikers!
Jumping Jehoshaphat!
Holy Moley!
We were in like Flynn and living the life of
Riley ; and even a regular guy couldn't ac-
cuse us of being a knucklehead, a nincom-
poop or a pill. Not for all the tea in China!
Back in the olden days, life used to be
swell, but when's the last time anything was
swell? Swell has gone the way of beehives,
pageboys and the way of spats, knickers, fe-
doras, poodle skirts, saddle shoes, and pedal
pushers.
Oh, my aching back! Kilroy was here, but
he isn't anymore.
We wake up from what surely has been just
a short nap, and before we can say, "Well, I'll
be a monkey's uncle!" or, "This is a fine ket-
tle of fish!", we discover that the words we
grew up with, the words that seemed as om-

nipresent as oxygen, have vanished with
scarcely a notice from our tongues, our pens
and our keyboards.
Poof, go the words of our youth, the words
we've left behind.We blink, and they're gone.
Where have all those great phrases gone?
Long gone: Pshaw, The milkman did it.
Hey! It's your nickel. Don't forget to pull the
chain. Knee high to a grasshopper.
Well, Fiddlesticks! Going like sixty. I'll see
you in the funny papers. Don't take any
wooden nickels.Wake up and smell the roses.
It turns out there are more of these lost
words and expressions than Carter has liver

pills.
This can be disturbing stuff! (Carter's Little
Liver Pills are gone too!)
Leaves us to wonder where Superman will
find a phone booth.
See ya later, alligator! Okidoki .
Of course it could all be considered "Mon-
key Business", but we may never know to
which realm the words of yesteryear have
gone to! Now it's time to go talk to my grand-
kids and find out what new words and
phrases have replaced all these words from
the Good Old Days!

Share Your Good News!
Submit your engagement,

wedding or
birth announcement.

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

GoFundMe account set up for
Kenyon resident (continued from page 1)

The Dodge County Sheriff Department re-
ports that a feed truck had slid into the ditch
and a Dodge County snowplow truck had
stopped at the scene and parked with flash-
ing lights to assist with traffic control. Shortly
afterward the Mickelsen vehicle approached
and tried to avoid colliding with the snow-
plow but slid on the icy road and the driver’s
side of her Buick smashed into the rear of the
snowplow and spun into the ditch. The West
Concord Fire Department responded to the
accident. She was extricated from the vehicle
and airlifted by Mayo One to St. Mary’s Hos-
pital in Rochester with serous injuries. The
semi-truck driver and snowplow operator
were not injured.
Hannah grew up in Cambridge, Minnesota
and moved to Kenyon with her family in
2012. She graduated in 2018 and attended
North Central University in Minneapolis. She

played college volleyball and graduated from
NCU with a bachelor in Elementary Educa-
tion. Hannah met her husband Luke in col-
lege and they were married in April of 2023.
Hannah is a seventh-grade math teacher at
Kasson-Mantorville School.
Hannah has multiple injuries including a
fracture in her beck (C6), a few fractured ribs,
fractured sternum, a clean break on her left
arm near the elbow and small fractures
throughout it. Her pelvis is fractured on both
sides with the left side being the worst. She
will be non-weight bearing for up to 12
weeks. She is left hand dominate and is un-
able to use her left arm and will be wheel
chair bound requiring rigorous therapy to be
able to walk again.
They do not plan to have a fund raiser but
have the GoFundMe at Rally for Hannah's
Healing Journey. Hannah welcomes visitors
and loves the company of her friends, family
and family to keep her spirits up.
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For Dependable Home
 Heating & Commercial L.P. Gas...
Call Community Co-op Today!

Community

 Co-oP
Proudly Serving You Since 1925

9 Central Avenue
 Faribault, MN 55021
 (507) 334-8642
 800-COOPOIL
 (800-266-7645)
 www.fbocoop.com

Experience the Difference
• Regular Scheduled Delivery Option
 • Budget Pay Plan Available
 • 24-Hour Emergency Service
 • Tank Installation
 • Residential

 • Commercial & Ag
 • Online Ordering Available
 • Online Bill Pay Available
 • Contracting Open Year-Round

 Proudly Serving You Since 1925

This is probably a guy thing but I don’t like
to throw out old underwear. If it still fits and
the elastic still holds, I should be able to get
another time to wear it before I finally have to
let go. One pair in particular I’ve had a long
time. Now I keep it clean but it has more
holes than a golf course but it’s just so darn
comfortable. Now I think the reason I hate
to get rid of it, besides the comfort factor, is
that buying underwear is a real
crapshoot…literally. And you can’t buy just
one. You have to buy the whole package
which is usually 3 or 6. Costco I think it’s 24.
But they come all wrapped up in plastic so
you can’t really get a good feel of how they’ll
be. They don’t let you try them on. I’ve even
offered to go to the dressing room instead of
right there in the aisle but I was told, NO, you
can’t try them on anywhere and you can’t
open the package.
I’m trying to replace one, not six of them

but it’s the marketing people who want to
move volume. Shirts, yes you can buy just
one and you can try it on. Not in the aisle
though, I found out. You can buy one pair of
blue jeans or a jacket or sweatshirt. But un-
derwear, no deal. Socks come in large quan-
tities. You have to buy two socks but they
don’t package them in one pair. Why I need
12 or 24 pairs of new socks, I don’t know.
And they wonder why men hate shopping.

Even beer, you can buy one but it’s proba-
bly 64 ounces. Smaller cans you have to buy
at least 6 or 12 or 24. Costco, I think you
have to buy a keg. But guys don’t mind
shopping for beer. We’re kind of funny that
way but unfortunately, wives never send us
out to buy beer. We have to think about it all
on our own. But most guys are good at re-
membering. Broccoli, soup, crackers, bread,
butter, oh you mean I was supposed to pick
them up too? So then it’s a second trip.
But I digress. I wanted to write a little about
the picture of the aluminum Christmas tree.
These were popular from about the mid 50’s
to the mid 60’s. The Sears catalog sold a
boatload of them back in the day. They kind
of fell out of favor withAmerican households
in 1965, after the airing of ‘ACharlie Brown
Christmas’. People thought the aluminum
trees looked too much like Charlie’s sad
looking Christmas tree, so by 1967 or so, the
aluminum tree along with the colored wheel
like you see in the picture, were relegated to
basements, garage or estate sales or sold for
25 cents.
But if you are one of the lucky ones who
hung onto your vintage aluminum tree, they
are now coming back into favor. A quick
look at E-Bay shows a wide variety of prices.
But the original vintage trees can be worth
$400 to $1000. The original box helps boost
the asking price. In fact, it was a number of
years ago, a rare 7 foot pink aluminum
Christmas tree sold online for $3600.
The West Concord Historical Society has
two of these aluminum trees. One of them
you see in the picture that was one display in
the Heritage Room. There was a Wisconsin
company, Aluminum Specialty Company,
that made over a million of these trees. Back
in the late 50’s and early 60’s, they retailed
for about $25. So you probably had to think
twice if you really wanted to invest in one.
And if you did, you hate the Charlie Brown
Christmas show.
I’m hoping my leisure suit will come back
like the aluminum trees and I can recoup my
cost. It’s coming up on 60 years old but I’m
beginning to think that some things never do
make a comeback. If you’re interested in a
leisure suit, it’s only had one owner. It looks
as good as the day I bought it, which come
to think of it, that’s not a good selling point.
You can’t destroy it. It’s made of the same
material as the stealth bomber is made of.
It’s very durable and long- lasting. I guess I
should have invested in the aluminum Christ-
mas tree.

By Emery Kleven
Emery is now a retired farm broadcaster after
starting at KDHL in Faribault in 1987.

He’s a 1971 graduate of West Concord High
School. You can view past columns at his
website RoadFarming.com. You can email

him at emery@roadfarming.com.

That’s the Latest
Underwear
& Trees

AluminumChristmas trees like the one from theWCHS, were all the rage from the mid
50's to the mid 60's.

Stop By or Call for Appointment 507-789-5899
 609 2nd St. Kenyon, MN (next to V.F.W.) Tues.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3   Cash or Check Only

 THE

 HAIR PLACE

Master  BARBER

Registered nurse and certified
 foot care nurse will trim your nails

 in your home. 

 Joyful Feet Footcare
 Phone: 507 -475 -1434 (okay to text)

 Email: joyfulfeet@yahoo.com

Do you 
 need help 
 with your 
 toenails?  
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Take the
 Bite

 Out of 
 Winter
 Check out Jake’s inventory

 to find something you will love!

751 3rd Avenue, Wanamingo
 8:00am-10:00pm

 Monday-Saturday

 11:00am-6:00pm Sunday

 507-824-4030
 jakeshometownliquor@gmail.com

WhyYouth
Language is
More Than
Just Slang

By
University of MN Extension

For the last decade, Extension Educator
Courtney Johnson has strived to stay con-
nected with youth language. She recently lis-
tened to a teen-led conversation that made her
feel—well—old! She had no idea what they
were saying, and it got her thinking, "Why
does youth language exist?" Here’s what she
found.

Youth language research highlights
Young people engaged in conversation out-
side a building.
There is a range of research on youth lan-
guage, much of it occurring in the latter half
of the 20th century.
Some of my favorite research comes from
"Research on Youth-Language from Soci-
olinguistics: An International Handbook of
the Science of Language and Society, Volume
2."
Sociolinguists — those who study the rela-
tionship between language and society —
generally agree that adolescence is the life
stage in which language change is most
clearly visible.

According to linguist Penelope Eckert,
“Adolescents are the linguistic movers and
shakers, at least in western industrialized so-
cieties, and, as such, a prime source of infor-
mation about linguistic change and the role
of language in social practice.”
Language use in adolescence is also dis-
cussed in terms of the structure of adolescent
peer-groups and the communicative demands
of peer-group interactions.
Virtually all studies of youth language draw
on the notion of identity in order to explain
why language varies during adolescence.
Youth language potentially linked to at least
two aspects of development
As identified in the research, youth lan-
guage plays a role both in a youth’s peer
groups (belonging) and within the self (iden-
tity).

Belonging
According to the Forum for Youth Invest-
ment, belonging means feeling like you can
be your true self in a group or community.
Both Gisela Konopka, a youth development
pioneer, and Karen Pittman, president and
CEO of the Forum for Youth Investment
from 1998 to 2021, indicated that belonging
is critical to healthy youth development.

Identity
Identity refers to our sense of who we are as
individuals and as members of social groups.
During adolescence, youth seek autonomy,
particularly from parents, along with in-
creased commitments to social aspects of
identity and a greater need for connection
with peers. However, as with all good re-
search, there are conflicting ideas.
Research by Dr. Gordon Neufeld argues

that the breakdown of healthy attachment is
to blame for youth building their identity
through peers, and that it is not a natural part
of development. His book, "Hold on to Your
Kids," describes this argument and is worth
checking out.
So, the next time you hear "no cap," "sus,"
"bussin'," "fire," "pressed" or "POV," you can

acknowledge that those words (or the act of
creating and using them) may be supporting
youth development and likely creating a gen-
eration of linguists. And if you are like me,
you may also have to Google a few and feel
a little old from time to time.

Does your 
 car need a 
 second 
 opinion?
 We have quality mechanics who can diagnose

 and repair what others can’t.

 ~ See us for Tires and Custom Exhaust ~

11365 Highway 60, Wanamingo
 Call 507-824-2479 to schedule.

 We warranty all of our auto, light truck, or trailer repairs.
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ENJOY OUR
 LENT FISH FRY

 & DINNER
 SPECIALS

 Every Friday starting
 at 4:00PM

 SSeerrvviinngg FFiisshh DDiinnnneerrss FFrriiddaayyss ffoorr LLuunncchhSSeerrvviinngg FFiisshh DDiinnnneerrss FFrriiddaayyss ffoorr LLuunncchhServing Fish Dinners Fridays for Lunch
 ffrroomm 1111::0000 AAMM--33::0000 PPMMffrroomm 1111::0000 AAMM--33::0000 PPMMfrom 11:00 AM-3:00 PM

WEDNESDAY - Enjoy Our Jumbo” Wings Specials!
 BBQ Rib Dinner - 1/2 or Full Rack (begins at 4:00p.m.)

 THURSDAY - $3.50 All Taps, Domestic Bottles, Rail Drinks! Taco Specials!  
 Fajita Specials!  16oz. Margarita Special

 FINALLY FRIDAY - All You Can Eat Fish Dinner

 SATURDAY - Hand Battered Jumbo Shrimp or Slow Roasted Prime Rib

 SUNDAY - Enjoy Our Sunday Breakfast Beginning at 9a.m. and
 Sunday Supper Features, including 1/2 Price Bottles of Wine (after 4p.m.)

 Daily Features

Everyone is welcome to all the chili you can
eat, starting at 11 am. One $10 ticket gets you
chili for the whole day! That's a deal that can't
be beat, as the chili is the famous House Chili
everyone loves! There will be sides and
drinks, too!
At noon, everyone gets to go on the 12 mile
ride, weather permitting, and then the awards
will be given out. There will be a raffle from
many of the businesses in the area, as well as
individuals who just happen to have cool stuff
to give away. And don't forget the Chili
Cookoff starting at 3 pm. Get your chili, and
vote for the best in class! Registration for the
Annual Bean Bag Tournament begins at 4
pm, and the games begin at 4:30, continuing
into the evening.
The event is sponsored by the Wanamingo
Fire and Rescue, along with Moto Proz of
Mazeppa, Cannon Power Sports, Midwest
Signtech, Indy Specialty, M & M Lawn &

Leisure, and Midwest Ride-In.
So grab the family, and head on over for
some end of winter fun! Hope to see you
there!

Vintage
Snowmobile

Show
(continued from page 1)

2024 show2024 show

WE’RE ONLINE!
Keep Up With Your Hometown News at
www.kenyonmn.net • www.wanamingomn.com

k



February 26, 2025 Page 9- KENYON-WANAMINGO MESSENGER -

Smokin’
Silverback
Relocates
to Kasson

(continued from page 1)

The Smokin’ Silverback is now located in
the building originally occupied by Daniel’s
Restaurant for many years. The new venue is
more than twice the size of their old building
in Owatonna. Owner Ben Meyer is a Kenyon
native and brings his expertise to serve the

best selection of smoked meats in the area.
If you like delicious cuts of barbequed, fla-
vorful meat, you will love the Smokin’ Sil-
verback. Just the aroma alone as you walk
through the door is enough to make you hun-
gry.
There is smoked brisket, corned beef,
pulled pork, pulled chicken, rib tips, smoked
sausage and prime rib.
Daily Lunches are served from 11am to
4pm. Tuesday is 3 tacos, chips and salsa.
Wednesday is wings at $8.00 a pound all day.
Thursday is Venezuelan Chicken Arapas
from 5pm to close. Friday is a rib dinner from
5pm to close. Saturday lunch is the Hangover
Burger from 11am to 4pm and later in Feb-
ruary there will be smoked prime rib from
5pm to close.
The menu includes sandwiches, burgers,
ribs, wings, meat platters, nachos, loaded
baked potatoes and loaded mac-n-cheese.
The sides are beans, cole slaw, potato salad,
corn bread, corn and fries. A wide variety of
barbeque sauces is available in every heat
setting you desire. There is a kid’s menu for
$5.95 for the little ones.
The bar is planned to open in February and
that venue has a capacity of 70 seats. They
also are planning a breakfast menu with a
7am opening later in the winter.
The new location at 504 South Mantorville
Avenue in Kasson seats 200 so you can al-
ways get a table. You will not leave hungry.
They are open Monday thru Thursday 11am
to8pm, Friday and Saturday 11am to 9pm
and will be opening on Sundays with a buf-
fet style breakfast brunch planned later in the
winter.
Check out their menu online at
www.smokinsilverback.com or on Facebook.
Their phone number is 507-634-7427(RIBS).

ORDER TODAY! CALL 507-789-5700
Roses, Mixed Arrangements, 
 Flower Bunches and More!

 We are more than just
 a flower store!

 Gifts •  Cards & More  for All Occasions

524 Second St, Kenyon
 507-789-5700

 marysrusticrose@outlook.com

 marysrusticrose.com
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Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

Fertilizer • Seed
 Soil Sampling • Chemicals

 Custom Application
 Field Scouting

 Bulk, LP,
 Gas and Diesel Fuel

“Established 1935”

Each year, the National Garden Bureau
highlights standout crops, and for 2025, Cal-
endula, also known as pot marigold, takes the
spotlight as an Annual of the Year. Loved for
its vibrant blooms and versatility, this resilient
flower is perfect for seasoned and new gar-
deners alike.

A bloom with history
Calendula’s story is as colorful as its petals.
Native to the Mediterranean, this cheerful
flower has been celebrated for centuries. An-
cient Egyptians admired its healing proper-
ties, while Romans introduced it across
Europe, where it became a staple in gardens
and kitchens. Dubbed “poor man’s saffron,”
calendula petals can be used as a natural yel-
low dye or to flavor and color recipes.

How to grow calendula
Calendula thrives in cool weather, making

it ideal for early spring and fall planting. Fol-
low these tips for success:

Planting basics
Direct sow seeds in early spring, even when
light frosts are possible. Continue sowing
every two to three weeks until early summer
for a staggered fall bloom.
Starting indoors? Sow seeds in late winter.
Sow seeds 1/4 inch deep and cover com-
pletely; they require darkness to germinate.
After germination, place them under bright
lights.
Space plants 6–18 inches apart for healthy
growth. Pinch back young plants to encour-
age branching.
Care and maintenance
Provide full sun and well-drained soil, with
a pH between 5.5 and 7.
Water regularly but avoid wetting leaves to
prevent mildew.
Deadhead faded blooms to promote contin-
uous flowering.
Why gardeners love calendula
Calendula’s beauty comes with added ben-
efits, making it a garden favorite:
Natural pest control: Planted near vegeta-
bles like tomatoes and beans, calendula at-
tracts beneficial insects while keeping pests
at bay.
Edible and delicious: Its petals add a pep-
pery flavor and vibrant color to salads and
soups.
Medicinal properties: Harvest flowers to
dry for teas, soothing salves, or fragrant pot-

pourri.
A bloom for cool seasons

Calendula thrives in cool weather but may
pause blooming during hot summers. Don’t
worry—it bounces back with vivid blooms
as temperatures drop, bringing a burst of fall

Year of the
Calendula:
Beyond
Beauty in

Your Garden
By University of MN Extension

Calendula Kinglit from SAHIN, Year of the Calendula, 2025, National Garden Bureau
color.
Whether you’re brightening your garden, at-
tracting pollinators, or exploring its edible
and medicinal uses, calendula is a plant that
truly gives back. Its rich history, ease of care,
and versatility make it a must-have for any
garden.

By University of MN Extension
Winter in Minnesota is tough—not just on
us, but also on our trees and shrubs. Snow,
ice, and road salt can really take a toll on
woody perennials, leaving them bent, broken,
or even dead by spring. But don’t worry! You
can help your plants make it through the cold
months in good shape.

Snow and ice
Snow and ice can pile up on branches,
bending or even snapping them under the
weight. Evergreens and shrubs with multiple
stems are especially vulnerable. Ice can also
encase branches, making them brittle and
prone to breaking. Here’s how to help:
Sweep snow gently: Use a broom to lightly
brush the snow from underneath the
branches. Don’t shake them—this can cause
more harm than good.
Let ice melt naturally: Avoid spraying
plants with water during freezing tempera-
tures. If ice has already formed, don’t try to
break it off—it could damage the branches.
For extra protection, wrap delicate plants in
burlap or tie branches together with soft ties
to help them stay upright through heavy
snowfalls.

Road salt
Road salt may keep sidewalks safe, but it’s
not so friendly to your plants. Salt can dry out
roots, damage foliage, and leave toxic
residues in the soil. If your woody perennials
are near driveways, sidewalks, or roads,
they’re especially at risk. To minimize dam-
age:
Go for salt alternatives: Use sand, sawdust,
or calcium magnesium acetate instead of tra-
ditional rock salt for de-icing.

Set up barriers: Burlap screens or snow
fences can block salt spray and runoff from
reaching your plants.
Flush the soil in spring: After the snow
melts, give the soil around your plants a deep
watering to wash away any salt buildup.

Winter burn
Evergreens can suffer from winter burn
when cold winds pull moisture from their
leaves or needles faster than their roots can
replace it. This can leave your plants browned
and dried out—especially on the windward
side. To prevent winter burn:
Water well in fall: Make sure your plants
are well-hydrated before the ground freezes.
Moisture in the soil helps them stay healthy
through winter.
Apply mulch: A 2–3-inch layer of mulch
around the base of your plants insulates the
soil and protects their roots.
Create windbreaks: Burlap screens or
hedges can shield your plants from cold, dry-
ing winds.

Spring recovery
Even if you’ve taken precautions, winter
can leave its mark. In spring, inspect your
plants for broken or damaged branches and
prune as needed to encourage healthy re-
growth. If salt has caused issues in the soil,
amend it with compost to restore health and
balance.
By taking these simple steps, you can pro-
tect your woody perennials from the harsh re-
alities of winter. Not only will your plants
thrive, but your landscape will also look great
year-round. A little effort now goes a long
way when it comes to keeping your garden
healthy and beautiful!

ShieldingWoody Perennials: Protect Your
Plants fromWinterWoes
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 Phone: 507-789-6366

 Email:
 info@securityinsurancekenyon.com
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 Agency
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We’ve Got Your
 Family’s Back

 Personalized insurance solutions 
 to protect your family’s future
 and security, no matter what.

Roberts Retail & Repair
 19 Langford Avenue, Kenyon

 507-330-2873

Protect Your Investment
 with Essential Car Care

 Tires  Oil Changes
 Shocks & Struts  Batteries
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Indoorstorage nowavailable forauto s, boats,RV s andmore!

How andWhen
to Start Your

Seeds
By Robin Trott,

University of Minnesota Extension
educator

Serious gardeners who want to start large
quantities of seeds will benefit from certain
investments like artificial lights and heating
pads. But for gardeners who are growing a
small number of plants or just starting out,
materials you already have on hand may suf-
fice.

When should you get started?
Certain vegetables and flowers need a big
head start to produce an edible crop during
our short Minnesota growing season.
February is the optimal time to seed leeks,
onions, and celery.
Early to mid-March is the best time to plant
early season cold-tolerant plants like broccoli,
cabbage, and head lettuce, and long-season
heat-loving plants like peppers, okra, and egg-
plant.
If you just start tomatoes at home, you can
wait until early April.
For a full list of flowers and vegetables and
when to plant them indoors in Minnesota,
check out Starting seeds indoors.

Direct seed vs. starting indoors
You might notice that a variety of garden
vegetables like sweet corn, beans, squash, and

carrots are not on the list. There are a few rea-
sons that it’s better to direct seed some veg-
etables in the garden instead of starting them
ahead of time.
For vegetables like carrots, radishes, or leaf
lettuce, the sheer number of seeds you would
have to start indoors to get a good harvest
makes transplanting impractical from a space
and time-saving perspective. For crops like
carrots with a taproot, transplanting can re-
strict root development.
Some large-seeded vegetables like beans,
peas, and corn grow very quickly since the
seed has a lot of stored energy for the
seedling. While these plants can be trans-
planted, direct-seeded crops in the garden
often catch up with transplanted seedlings,
making it impractical to start them indoors.
They can also quickly outgrow their cells
when planted indoors.
Cucurbits (squash, cucumbers) have very
sensitive roots. While these crops can ab-
solutely be transplanted, take great care to
avoid disturbing the root system. Using soil
blocks or pots made of peat or cow manure
can help reduce transplant shock since
seedlings are less likely to become root-bound
in these types of pots.

Tools to help your plants grow
Starting seeds at home can be intimidating.
It may feel like you need to spend hundreds
on equipment, but there are great options for
starting seeds using materials you may al-
ready have. In general, seeds need a few
things to succeed.

Light
Once your seeds germinate, they’ll need
light to keep growing. In some cases, a very

bright, south-facing window will provide
plenty of sunlight, but most gardeners will
need to supply some amount of artificial
lighting. Relying on the natural light from a
window works best for seedlings that will
only be indoors for a few weeks.
Plants like peppers that need a few months'
head start will begin to stretch towards the
light if they are not receiving the amount of
light they need, which leads to skinny, weak
stems. See Lighting for indoor plants and
starting seeds to help you decide which types
of grow lights are best for you.

Heat
Most seeds germinate faster in warm soil
and grow more quickly. Seedlings growing
in cool soils are more prone to damping off.
So, how can you provide heat to your
seedlings? Many gardeners purchase heat
mats to place beneath their seedling trays.
These mats vary in quality and price, from
around $10 for a mat that fits a single tray, to
more like $70 for a mat that accommodates
4-5 trays. Some seedling mats have temper-
ature controls, but for the average gardener, a
simple mat without temperature controls
should be sufficient.
Or, if you have a warm spot in your home
such as a shelf over a radiator or above base-
board heaters, simply place your seedlings
there.

Humidity and water
Seedlings need humidity to germinate.
There are a few options for providing hu-
midity. Many garden stores sell domes that
fit over the top of seedling trays. If you don’t
have a dome, try simply using a sheet of plas-
tic wrap. In lieu of plastic, simply water your

seedlings often and avoid letting your soil dry
out. However, once they’ve sprouted, it’s im-
portant to remove some of the humidity in the
atmosphere to prevent potential disease is-
sues. Remove the dome or plastic from your
seedling trays once most seedlings are emerg-
ing above the soil.

Soil contact
Seeds need good soil contact to germinate,
so make sure to pack down your potting soil.
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Neighbors

507-824-2912

 Office open in Wanamingo
 Monday through Friday

 • Homeowners
 • Farm
 • Workmen’s Comp
 • Inland Marine
 • Auto
 • Commercial

Jayne Bongers  Owner/MN, Certified

 507-412-9813

Call today for your FREE,
 No Pressure, No Obligation Consultation

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
 100 S. 4th St.

 Cannon Falls, MN 55009

PROVIDER

1575 20th St. NW
 Faribault, MN 55021

 1605 Main St.
 Zumbrota, MN 55992

DON’T LET HEARING PROBLEMS
 SLOW YOU DOWN!

2024 Pancake Breakfast

2024 Dennison Days

Planning
Continues for

2025
Dennison Days
June 20 & 21

The Dennison Lions Club, organizers of the
annual Dennison Days town festival are put-
ting together the final schedule for the 2025

festival on June 20 & 21, 2025.
In 2024, event organizers moved the festival
date to June, sighting the fact that there are
so many more events competing with theAu-
gust date than there used to be.
The full line up of events and live music
will be announced soon. Watch www.den-
nisondays.org for updates to the schedule.
Annual events include the Clutchmen Clas-
sic Car Show and Truck & Tractor Pull,
Bingo, Pancake Breakfast, kids pedal pull,
live music and more.
Anyone with questions or suggestions for

events for the 2025 festival should contact
Lions Club President Diane Ruddle.
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Rural Routes

Beginning the week of February 24, the
Minnesota Department of Agriculture
(MDA), working with state government and
industry partners, will begin sampling and
testing raw cow’s milk for the H5N1 flu virus
to identify where the virus is present, monitor
trends, and prevent its spread to unaffected
dairy herds and poultry flocks around the
state.
“H5N1 is an emerging disease in dairy cat-
tle, and conducting disease surveillance sup-
ports the state’s ability to effectively respond
to outbreaks and limit the potential impact on
the livestock and poultry industries, as well as
on public health,” said MDA Commissioner
Thom Petersen.
There is no concern for the safety of the pub-
lic milk supply, as all milk sold in stores is
pasteurized to kill bacteria and viruses, and

pasteurization has been shown to effectively
eliminate active H5N1 virus present in milk.
People and pets should not consume un-
pasteurized (raw) milk, raw milk cheeses, or
raw or undercooked meat from animals with
suspected or confirmed H5N1 virus infec-
tion. All raw dairy products may contain
harmful bacteria, parasites, or viruses which
can cause illness.
The MDAwill order the testing of raw milk
samples already collected from each of Min-
nesota’s approximately 1,600 dairy farms on
a monthly basis. These routinely collected
bulk milk samples, which are taken before
the pasteurization process, will be sub-sam-
pled by industry labs and sent for H5N1 test-
ing to the Minnesota Veterinary Diagnostic
Lab (MVDL) at the University of Minnesota.
When a sample analysis shows the pres-
ence of influenza virus, the Minnesota Board
of Animal Health (BAH) will be notified to
collect an additional verification sample to
confirm the presence of the H5N1 virus on
the identified farm.All non-negative samples
will also be forwarded to the National Vet-
erinary Diagnostic Laboratory in Ames,
Iowa, for further confirmation and genetic
typing. The BAH will also initiate a farm
quarantine and disease investigation.
Any farm where H5N1 is confirmed will be
quarantined for a minimum of 30 days, dur-
ing which no livestock, poultry, cats, manure,
waste milk, or carcasses can leave the farm
without a movement permit from the BAH.
Milk from healthy animals can still be sold
for pasteurization, as usual.
Before lifting the quarantine, a farm must
have three consecutive negative bulk milk

tank tests taken at least seven days apart, and
complete management and biosecurity plans
for preventing the spread of the virus. Case
managers will help farms work through this
process.
When H5N1 is confirmed in a herd, the
Minnesota Department of Health (MDH)
will request a list of people on the farm who
were exposed to the infected herd. MDH
workers will contact these individuals to give
them the option to enroll in human health
monitoring.
Human cases of H5N1 are rare, and to date
no human cases have been found in Min-
nesota.
“Although we understand that people may
be concerned about getting sick with H5N1,
the risk to the general public remains low at
this time,” said Dr. Ruth Lynfield, state epi-
demiologist and medical director at MDH.
“People most at risk are those who have di-
rect contact with infected or potentially in-
fected animals and their environments.”
Symptoms of H5N1 in people can include
red, itchy, watery eyes and/or cough, sore
throat, and a fever.
This testing plan is part of the National
Milk Testing Strategy announced in Decem-
ber by the U.S. Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(USDA-APHIS), which requires sampling
and testing of all raw cow milk for H5N1.
The MDA is working with the federal
agency on funding for the testing.

USDA-APHIS is providing financial sup-
port to help dairy producers enhance biosecu-
rity on their farms and follow the necessary
response protocols if H5N1 is confirmed in
their herd.
Anyone with questions about the testing
plan can contact the MDA at
TestingMilk.MDA@state.mn.us or visit the
MDAwebsite for more information.

Minnesota Grown Launches Expanded
“Cream of the Crop” Contest

Farm to School contest celebrates educators
serving local foods

Educators across the state are encouraged to participate in
the 2025 Minnesota Grown Cream of the Crop Contest for
Farm to School and Early Care. The Minnesota Department
of Agriculture (MDA), through its Minnesota Grown pro-
gram, is proud to launch the second year of the contest, now
expanded to recognize K-12 schools, early care centers, and
family day cares that go above and beyond to serve and pro-
mote Minnesota-grown foods.
Those eligible can submit their application on the Minnesota Grown website. The con-
test opens on February 24 and educators have until April 11, 2025, to apply.
The highest-scoring entry in each of three categories will receive the Cream of the Crop
Awards, with awards given for School District, Early Care Center, and Family Day Care
of the Year. Alongside the top awards, participants will be acknowledged for their farm to
school activities through three levels of Outstanding in the Field Honors: the Golden
Drumstick, Silver Squash, and Bronze Berry.
“The Cream of the Crop contest is a great way to showcase the farm to school and early
care efforts in Minnesota. It’s the cherry on top for schools and early care providers who
serve up fresh, local food that fuels students, and supports farmers,” said Jayme Ander-
son, Farm to School and Early Care Consultant at the Minnesota Department of Educa-
tion.
Past participants are eager to compete again. "Winning the Minnesota Grown District of
theYear Contest in 2023 was a tremendous honor for the Prior Lake-SavageArea School’s
Child Nutrition Department, and reaffirmed our commitment to providing students with
fresh, locally sourced food,” said Krissy McIntyre, the district’s Assistant Director of
Child Nutrition Services. “We are deeply grateful to our local farmers and child nutrition
team. Their hard work and partnership are the foundation of our Farm to School program."
The Minnesota Grown Cream of the CropAwards are a partnership between Minnesota
Grown and the Minnesota Farm to School Leadership Team. Educators can visit the
MDA's Farm to School and Early Care Overview to find resources and ideas for explor-
ing local food.
Minnesota Grown is a program of the MDA to promote products grown and raised in
Minnesota. The program has connected consumers with local farmers, farmers’ markets,
and other producers of agricultural products for over 40 years.

Minnesota
to Begin

Testing Raw
Cow Milk
for H5N1

MDA and partners will
begin sampling herds

this week
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504 Mantorville Avenue South, Kasson
 507-634-7427 (RIBS)

 Monday-Thursday 11am-8pm
 Friday-Saturday 11am-9pm; Sunday 11am-7:00pm

SANDWICHES • BURGERS • BBQ

DAILY SPECIALS

 AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

507-455-9260
 Mon-Tues-Wed-Thurs  11am-9pm

 Friday 11am-9pm
 Sat 3:00pm-9:00pm • Sun Closed

PICK UP
 ONE OF

 OUR
 DELICIOUS
 SALADS OR

 WRAPS!

 LOCATED NEAR
 THE BACK 
 ENTRANCE

 OF THE
 RESTAURANT

 AT
 208 N. CEDAR, 

 OWATONNA

TOREYS.NET

BOOK YOUR
 FALL & WINTER EVENTS!

 Banquet Hall,
 Seating Up to 300

 CHECK OUT OUR 
 MANY NEW

 LUNCH & DINNER 
 MENU ITEMS!

Don t Let 
 Your Hurry 
 Come Before 
 Your Hunger!

507-451-9666
 1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna • South of Lowe’s • Dine In Only • Expires February 28, 20 25

 Hours: Monday: 11am-10pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-10pm

 15% OFF MENU OR
 BUFFET

 Cannot be used with
 other offers.

Wednesday, Thursday
 with ad

 10% OFF
 Friday, Saturday, Sunday
 with ad

 DRINKS • APPETIZERS • SANDWICHES
 BURGERS • SALADS • WRAPS • DESSERTS

 Closed Mon.; Tues-Thur 11am-9pm; Fri-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm 
 111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN

 507-634-3133

BREAKFAST,
 LUNCH, DINNER

635 2nd Street, Kenyon
 Hours:

 Tues.- Sat. 7am to 8pm; Sunday 8am to 6:30pm
 Closed Mondays

 507-789-1100

BURGERS, ESPRESSO
 HOTDISH, PIZZA

 ICE CREAM
TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

Breakfast,
 Lunch & Dinner

 Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm
 507-633-3333

TRY OUR

DAILY

SPECIALS!

10% OFF With this ad
 Good Monday-Friday.  Expires February 28, 2025.

30 Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

Generous portions,
 friendly service and delicious 

 homestyle cooking
 anytime!

BREAKFAST
SERVED

ALL DAY!

Open until 1:00am / 7 days a week
 Facebook @ the Spot Sports Pub & Grill

 thespotsportspubmn.com
 112 Main Street  Wanamingo, MN 

 507-824-2100
DDIINNEE IINN OORRDDIINNEE IINN OORRDINE IN OR

TTOO GGOOTTOO GGOOTO GO

WEEKDAY
SSppeecciiaallssSSppeecciiaallssSpecials

BREAKFAST  8am-11am
 HAPPY HOUR

 Weekdays 5-6pm

55%% OOFFFF55%% OOFFFF5% OFF
MMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEEMMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEEMEAL PURCHASE
EExxppiirreess FFeebbrruuaarryy 2288,, 22002255.. DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll..EExxppiirreess FFeebbrruuaarryy 2288,, 22002255.. DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll..Expires February 28, 2025.  Does not include alcohol.

NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr..NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr..Not valid with any other offer.

wwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoommwwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoommwww.plazamorena.com

DDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMMDDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMMDINING ROOM
OOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekk 1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmmOOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekk 1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmmOpen 7 Days a Week 11:00am-10:00pm

116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa •• 550077--441133--00881199116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa •• 550077--441133--00881199160 26th St NE, Owatonna • 507-413-0819

DAILY SPECIALS!
 Noon Buffet 11am to 2pm

ORDER ONLINE!
 WWW.DODGEPLAZAMORENA.COM
 Sunday-Thursday 11:00am to 9:00pm
 Friday-Saturday 11:00am to 10:00pm

 411 W. Highway St. Dodge Center
 507-374-9555

5% OFF MEAL PURCHASE WITH THIS AD

Good Food, Fast!

701 2nd Street, Kenyon
 Hours:

 Monday-Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
 Closed on Sunday 

 507 -789 -9000

CARRY OUT
 OR DINE IN

Cahill Bistro & Bar
 Latin American Fusion

 Breakfast served weekends 9am to 2pm
 Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs.  3 to 5:30pm

 Mon.-Thurs. 10am - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 10am - 10pm
 632 2nd street Kenyon, MN

 507-623-1001 • www.cahillbistrobar.com

10% OFF With ad Good  February 16th through March 12th, 2025

401 8th Street SE, Kasson, MN • 507-634-7400
 Hours: Closed Sundays & Mondays; Tuesday-Saturday 11am-Close

Broasted
Chicken
Every Thursday

$$1166..9999$$1166..9999$16.99
1/2 Chicken

with homemade mashed potatoes

and gravy, soup & salad bar

1/2 OFF
Onion Rings, Pickle Spears, Cauliflowerand MushroomsIn house only as a courtesy to our drinking customers.

TUESDAYS-THURSDAYS
3:00-6:00PM

BUCKET OF BBEEEERRSSBEERS
$$1177..0000$$1177..0000$17.00

During Happy HHoouurrHour
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•• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •••• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr ••• Bellechester • Castle Rock • Claremont • Dennison • Dodge Center •
•• DDuunnddaass •• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •••• DDuunnddaass •• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd ••• Dundas • Goodhue • Hampton • Kenyon • Mazeppa • Nerstrand •

•• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo •• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss •••• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo •• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss ••• Randolph • Wanamingo • West Concord • Zumbro Falls •

Steel, Farm Machinery,
 Car Bodies, Aluminum, 

 Copper, Batteries, 
 Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

 June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408
 www.ldrecycling.com

Tatge
 Jewelry

 Awards By Tatge
 Celebrating 50 Years
 of Business in 2025

 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN
 (507) 789-6522

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue
 651-923-4441

 Lodermeiers.net

 • Machinery Storage
 • Commercial
 • Livestock Buildings
 • Garages

Bruce Freerksen
 (507) 273-9110

 brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com
 West Concord, MN

SIFT  (SAVE IT
 FROM

 TRASH)

 THRIFT STORE
 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
 Saturday 9am to 5pm

 DOUG AND MARY KLATT
 www.sift4you.com
 Call us today!  507.259.2386

• Tires
 • Wheel alignments
 • Steering & suspension
 • Brake repair
 • A/C maintenance
 • Batteries

641 S Main Wanamingo
 507-824-2710

Todd Ryan
 651-764-5590

 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com
 Goodhue, MN
 Branch Office

Grain and Livestock Hedging

PLACE YOUR AD ON THIS PAGE
 Call Terry at 507-951-7417

 or Email: 
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Hope Stump 
 Grinding

 No job too big,
 no job too small.

 John Hope
 612-327-5980

Lightweight plow (up to 35hp)  5 to 6.5 starting at  $2,475
 Std Duty plow  (up to 65hp)  5 to 7.5 starting at  $2,575
 Heavy Duty (up to 85hp)  5 to 10 starting at $2,775
 Industrial/Commercial Duty  6 to 10 starting at $3,775

 Minnesota Implement 

Our unique skid steer and utility tractor 
 snow plow feature a floating face plate 
 and an innovative “cross draw” design, 
 with a dual direction hydraulic cylinder, 
 which allows this plow to sit much 
 closer to the machine and faceplate 
 than a traditional A-frame style plow 
 with a dual ram set-up. Because of our 
 proven design, these plows have 
 substantial amount of free movement or “walk” when going over uneven 
 terrain like a dirt road, side hills, around a pond, a loading dock or 
 handicap ramp.  These plows include a cross over relief valve to help 
 protect the hydraulics from damage.

Lake State
 Paintless

 Dent Repair
 We Fix Hail Damage and 

 Dents on Vehicles

We can come to your home
 or place of business.

507-319-5714
 taylornolanpdr@gmail.com

Mon - Sat 10am to 5pm
 Closed Sundays

 530 2nd St. Kenyon
 507-789-5622

SENIOR DISCOUNT TUESDAYS
DISCOUNT POKER 

 WEDNESDAYS
30/30 THURSDAYS

COUNTRY 
 GOODS

 Right across freeway from Cabelas
 Sunday 12-5; Mon - Sat 9-7

 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna
 507-451-5661

 GIFT IDEAS • COLLECTABLES

 INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS

 CALENDARS • WIND CHIMES

BIGGEST GIFT STORE IN SO. MN!211 West Main St. 
 Kasson

 507-634-4184
 Wed-Fri 10-6

 Sat 10-2

GREATGIFTIDEAS!

Artisan Products
 Handmade Soaps

 Chocolate Shoppe Confections
 Handcrafted Candles
 Amish Made Items

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

 OVER 100 CHOCOLATE 
 DELICACIES HANDMADE

 IN STORE!
SWEETESTPLACE INTOWN

UNIQUE
CANDIES

BLUE 
 HARBOR 

 BOUTIQUE

CLOTHING • JEWELRY
 PURSES

 BEAUTY SUPPLIES
 CBD PRODUCTS

 GIFT IDEAS

 OPEN WED & THURS 11AM-6PM
 224 MAIN ST, WANAMINGO

 507-250-4503

* Over 40 Years Experience
 * Residential
 * Farm
 * Commercial

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN
 Ph: 507-633-6355

 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
 for your next real estate transaction

 or loan closing.

• Pumping
 • Maintenance
 • Inspection

• Flushing
 • Tank Locator
 • Drain Cleaning

507-753-2408
 507-951-1691

Largest Antique Store
 in Dodge County

 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
 507-635-5554
 Facebook@

 MantorvilleSquareAntiques

SPECIALTY BAKED GOODS
 FOR EVERY OCCASION!

 Cupcakes • Cakes
 Pies • Cookies

 Fudge • Muffins
 Scones • Cheesecake

 507-824-CAKE (2253)
 237 Main St Wanamingo

West Concord, MN  •  651-269-5688
 See all our products

 @ www.minnesotaimplement.com

Full Line of Square Tubes, 
 Channels, Angle,

 Flat & Pipes

 Shearing, Cutting and 
 Bending

 61154 190th St Dodge Center
 507-374-2524

BASIC HANDGUN
 SAFETY CLASS

 • Learn handgun safety 
 fundamentals

 • Individual classes available
 • Learn to shoot safely & properly
 • You can fire a variety of handguns

 For Those With No
 Handgun Experience

 CALL TO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME, 
 SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

 507-951-7417

 NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience

BBuussiinneessssBBuussiinneessssBusiness
LLiinnkkLLiinnkkLink
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GGRROOWWIINNGG tthhee FFUUTTUURREEGROWING  the FUTURE

NATIONAL FFA WEEK FEBRUARY 15-22, 2025
 Proudly Supporting the Area FFA Chapters and Our Future Farmers

 Contact us for all your ag loan needs!
 Sam Androli 507-824-1461     Angie Bredehoft 507-824-1471

232 Main Street, Wanamingo, MN 55983  •  (507) 824-2265

 “Banking for your success”

ssbwanamingo.com




