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• The annual Kenyon Area Intern-
ship Committee fundraiser will be on
Sunday, April 6 from 11:30 - 1:30.
This lunchtime event features a delicious
soup from each of the eight congrega-
tions in the KAIC.  Attendees can choose
to sample as many of the soups as they
like, and then vote on their favorite.  The
soup with the most votes wins the pres-
tigious Golden Crockpot award.  There
will also be an auction following lunch
for baked goods with many delicious
pies, cookies and bars to bid on. This is
always a fun event, and it is the only
fundraiser for the KAIC intern program.
• Three Rivers Community Action is
currently accepting new Meals On
Wheels clients in the communities of
Zumbrota, Mazeppa, Goodhue, Pine
Island, Kenyon and Wanamingo. Re-
ceive a hot meal delivered to your home
by a volunteer at lunch time up to 5 days
per week. To qualify you must be 60 or
older, live within city limits, have lim-
ited mobility and/or are unable to pre-
pare nutritious meals. The suggested
donation is $5-$10 per meal. For more
information on how to sign up for meals
or to be a volunteer driver, please con-
tact Dana Bergner at 507-421-6067 or
dbergner@threeriverscap.org
•  Hiawathaland Transit: Service
hours are 7:30am-4:30pm Monday
through Friday. Call dispatch at 866-623-
7505 Monday through Friday 6am-9pm
and Saturday 7:00am-5:00pm.  Visit
threeriverscap.org for more information.
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 ENJOY OUR
 LENT FISH FRY

 and
 DINNER SPECIALS
 Every Friday starting  at 4:00PM
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By Cheri Roshon
Thursday, March 27th marks the 26th An-
nual Memorial Field Fundraiser's Pasta Sup-
per! It is being catered by our own Area 57
Cafe, so you know the food is going to be
great! 

Memorial Field
Fundraiser Our New Deputy

Clerk Is...

(continued on page 4)

(continued on page 4)

Aspelund
By Cheri Roshon
We had many re-
quests for this
story and we have
more pictures to
go with it so we
are reprinting it for
our readers.
So, town #1 on
my list of interest-
ing places in
Goodhue County is Aspelund. A town con-
sisting of only 3 homes, I feel blessed to
know two men who have lived there all of
their lives! But first, the history.

The Grannies Are Back!!
Set your calendar reminder
for Saturday, April 12th for
some of the most fun you will
ever have at a Basketball Tour-
nament! It is being held at the
K/W Elementary gym. The
"Grannies" are back and have
added at least 2 more players
to the team that has been play-
ing in Wanamingo since 2007. 
The Grannies had long been
the team to play, according to
Loretta Froyum, because they
were the ones that were the
easiest to beat, but that is no
longer true. (continued on page 7)

By Cheri Roshon
On March 17th a special council meeting
was held at the Community Center to inter-
view potential applicants for the job of
Deputy Clerk of Wanamingo. After 9 years,
Karen Masters has decided to step down, and
although she will be missed, we all wish her
the best in her retirement. 

(continued on page 10) (continued on page 10)

On Saturday, April 26th there will be a Ben-
efit Fundraiser for Dax Laddie Eggert, a 3

year old resident of Kenyon. Dax is the son
of Tyler and Nicole Eggert. He was diag-
nosed with B-cell Acute Lymphoblastic
Leukemia (Blood cancer) on Nov. 5th. 2024.
He has been treated at Children's Hospital in

Benefit Fundraiser for Dax Eggert

(continued on page 3)
Do you have an announcement?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 Conrad Osthum Post 141
 Veterans of Foreign Wars

 601  2nd Street, Kenyon, MN • 507-789-5691

 PULL TABS  AVAILABALE! Lic. #G-00019-004

 KENYON VFW POST 141
 DAILY SPECIALS

 HAPPY HOUR: Monday-Saturday from 4-7 PM

 NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED AND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

 BURGER 
 TUESDAY
 5:30-7:30pm

 WEDNESDAY 
 WINGS

 6:00-8:00pm

 FRIDAY NIGHT
 MEAT RAFFLE

 6:00-8:00pm
 Tap Specials

Minneapolis since his diagnosis. His treat-
ment has been intense with weekly
chemotherapy, daily steroids, multiple hospi-
tal stays, 24/7 infusion immunotherapy and
currently an escalating chemo regimen. 
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 DENNISON/VANG
 LUTHERAN PARISH
 Pastor Paul A. Graham

 (C) 507-269-5997 • Office: 507-645-6042
 P.O. Box 117, Dennison, MN  55018

 Website: www.dennisonvang.org
 You can join us for Worship online at
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/

 167136242800

 TRINITY LUTHERAN
 CHURCH

 301 2nd Avenue, Wanamingo
 824-2155

 WANAMINGO LUTHERAN
 CHURCH, ELCA

 130 West 3rd St., Wanamingo
 824-2457

 www.TrinityWanamingo.org
 March 26: Soup Supper 6:00p.m.;

 Lent Worship Service WLC 7:00p.m.
 March 30: 9:00a.m. Sunday School

 and Sacred Space;
 10:00a.m. Worship at WLC

 ASPELUND EMMANUEL
 LUTHERAN

 Rob Edwards, Pastor
 429 County 1 Blvd, Kenyon

 507-824-2307
 www.emmanuelaflc.org

 9:00a.m. Sunday School;
 10:00a.m. Coffee Time

 10:30a.m. Worship Service

 FIRST EV. LUTHERAN
 D.J. Chatelaine, Pastor

 309 Forest Street, Kenyon
 507-789-5261

 website: flckenyon.org
 Sunday Worship 9 a.m.;

 Noon-1:00p.m. Open Prayer Time,
 1st Tuesday each month

 GOL LUTHERAN
 Joe Jorgensen, Pastor

 507-838-2100
 Sunday Worship 8:30a.m. Sept.-Dec.

 GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH,
 NERSTRAND

 Mike Ahrens S.A.M.
 Service 9am. Coffee hour follows @ 10 am

 Sunday School 10:15 am

 HAUGE LUTHERAN
 Larry Grove, Pastor  •  507-271-9761

 302 Bullis Street, Kenyon
 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.

 with lunch following

 LANDS LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA
 David Krinke, Pastor
 16640 Hwy. 60 Blvd.

 www.landslutheran.com
 Wednesday 6:15 p.m.

 Sunday 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. at Everson Park

 STORDAHL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
 ELCA

 Pastor Kathleen Lowery
 15049 Cty. 12 Blvd., Zumbrota • 732-5711

 Sundays 10:30 a.m. Worship

 HOLDEN/DALE
 Pastor Dustin Haider • 507-789-6677

 Email: holdendalesecretary@gmail.com
 Worship schedule found at:

 www.holdenlutheranchurch.org
 Holden/Dale Facebook

 MOLAND CHURCH
 507-456-4242

 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.

 NERSTRAND UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 Gary Liker, Pastor
 12 Maple Street  •  507-330-0025

 Worship 9:00 a.m.

 UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Reverend Daren Flinck

 429  4th Street, Kenyon  •  507-951-1271
 Worship 9:30 a.m.

 ST. MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Father Cory Rohlfing

 Deacon Newell McGee
 108 Bullis St., Kenyon
 Sunday Mass 8:00a.m.

 Wednesday Mass 5:00p.m.

 NEW LIFE CHURCH
 525 Beverly St., Wanamingo

 507-824-3019
 10am Worship Service

 office@nlcwanamingo.org
 Website with online services which are live
 at 10:00a.m. or can be viewed at anytime:

 https://nlcwanamingo.org/

 Member
 FDIC

 E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc. to the
 Kenyon-Wanamingo Messenger at:
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 602 Second Street • P.O. Box G
 Kenyon, Minnesota 55946

 507-789-6123   Toll Free 1-888-789-6123
 Visit our website:  ssbkenyon.com

 AREA
 CHURCH DIRECTORY

 GOSPEL OF LIFE FAMILY CHURCH
 Pastor Steven G. Roberts

 www.gospeloflifechurch.org
 2010 Jefferson Rd, Northfield - Sunday 10:30a.m.

 507-259-2644
 Wanamingo - Wednesday 7:00p.m.

 ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
 (Wheeling Twp) 19086 Jacob Avenue, Faribault

 Gary Liker, Pastor  •  507-330-0025
 www.stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info

 Sunday School 9:30a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

 So Much More to Come!
 “There will be no more death or 

 mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
 order of things has passed away.” . . . 
 “I am making everything new!”  

 —  Revelation 21:4-5
 Jesus has removed the barrier to 

 reconciliation with God, so we can enjoy 
 fellowship with God and abundant life in 
 his kingdom even now. And yet there’s 
 much more to come! When a believer in 
 Christ dies, we grieve their loss. But we 
 know they are in the Lord’s presence in a 
 greater way than we experience now. So 
 while death brings sadness, it has become, 
 through Christ, a bridge into God’s 
 presence.
 And there’s still more! When Jesus 

 comes again, all believers—those who 
 have died and those who are still alive—
 will be transformed physically and 
 spiritually, with glorious, imperishable 
 bodies (1 Corinthians 15:50-55).
 God will bring his “New Jerusalem” to a 

 renewed earth, where he will live with his 
 people forever. There will be no more 
 death, mourning, crying, or pain, because 
 the Lord will make everything new.
 What about Judgment Day? Yes, it’s 

 coming (Revelation 20:11-15), but “there 
 is now no condemnation for those who are 
 in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). So it’s 
 crucially important that we surrender 
 ourselves to Christ and accept his free gift 
 of salvation.
 Then we can serve him with our whole 

 lives, urging everyone to turn to God in 
 repentance and faith so that they too may 
 have eternal life. In the Lord we can live 
 in hope and anticipation and without fear.
 Lord Jesus, transform us so that we 

 may live fully for you, sharing your love 
 and good news everywhere. Amen.

 37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 
 Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM

 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
 Bar Open Later

 507-645-9992  •  www.firesidelounge.net

Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
P.O. Box 125, Dennison, MN 55018

Phone/Text 507-649-3327  Fax 507-645-9878
www.kenyonmn.net

www.wanamingomn.com
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can learn from his trials by observing how Job
stood up in his faith by worshiping, glorify-
ing, and trusting the Lord. Regardless of what
he was going through and what his friends
were telling him, Job kept his gaze on the
Lord.
Have we ever faced similar situations when

the bad news keeps on coming? When this
happens are we still putting God first? If we
look at Job’s life, he lost it all and still he pro-
claimed, “Blessed be the name of the Lord”
(Job 1:21b). Even though everything around
him was dying and he was losing it all, Job

knew God was faithful, just, and in control.
What I have learned in my life is when I don’t
understand the storm or storms, God is still
with me and I need to trust Him. In Job 2:10b
it says, “Shall we indeed accept good from
God, and shall we not accept adversity [afflic-
tion]?”
Ephesians 6 makes it clear we don’t fight

against flesh or blood but against principali-
ties, powers, and might. John 10:10 says, “The
thief [Satan] does not come except to steal,
and to kill, and to destroy. I [Jesus] have come
that they may have life, and that they may

have it more abundantly.” Therefore, the devil
wants to do everything he can to separate us
from the love of God. However, Paul wrote in
Romans 8:38–39, “For I am persuaded that
neither death nor life, nor angels nor princi-
palities nor powers, nor things present nor
things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any
other created thing, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” Are we persuaded by the
Word of God and what Christ did for us on the
cross that nothing can separate us from His
love?

This article was birthed by an experience I
am currently going through that has caused
heartache, shock, and confusion. This circum-
stance is about my mom, who is so dear to me
and who I love so much.
About five years ago, our family got the news

that my mother was diagnosed with dementia.
All I could think of is What? How is this pos-
sible? You always hear about people having it,
but you never think it will hit you so close to
home. As my heart sank when I got the news,
I had questions in my mind like: How are
things going to change in our family since my
mom used to be so independent? How is this
going to affect my dad, brother, sisters, and
even me? 
What do we do if we face bad news? How do

we cope with it? Do we use Scripture to renew
our mind with truth and comfort, or fall into
fear, panic, and anxiety? As followers of
Christ, we need to understand that there will
be trials (see James 1:2). When these happen,
are we prepared to stand firm in our faith? Or
does it shake us to the core where we start
questioning the Lord or wonder if God is even
around? Life can throw us many curveballs, so
how do we prepare to stand firm in our faith
even if we don’t understand? Can we do any-
thing to prepare for these moments? We can’t
predict the future, but I believe we can prepare
for the future spiritually. 
As we read the book of Job, we see that he

went through horrific, challenging times of los-
ing his kids and his livelihood. One hardship
after another happened to Job. Even his friends
were accusing him of sinning; Job called them
“miserable comforters” in Job 16:2. I know we

Shaking of
Our Faith and
Prevailing

(continued on page 3)

By Jon Dudek, co-founder of
Isaiah Ministries, bringing

Biblical teaching to help overcome
life's everyday challenges.
www.isaiahministries.cc 
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Shaking of Our Faith and Prevailing

Elden Wayne Ehrich
Elden Wayne Ehrich, 73, passed away on

Friday, March 7th
2025 at his home in
Kenyon, MN.  Elden
was born December
1st 1951 in Faribault,
MN to Arnold and
Marilyn (Kubista)
Ehrich of rural

Kenyon.  
He gradu-
ated from

West Concord High School in 1969, after
graduation he went to Rochester Vo-Tech to
study auto and diesel mechanics.  Elden and
his brother, Myron Ehrich, joined the Marine
Corps under the buddy system in July 1972.
Elden married Eileen Ruth McAdams in
Warminster, PA on August 5th, 1978.
He was honorably discharged from the Ma-
rine Corps in January of 1986.  Elden moved
to Skyberg, MN in January 1986, after this he
joined the Army Reserves and retired from the
military in April of 1997.  He was a farm ma-
chinery mechanic for over 25 years. He en-
joyed his hobby farm raising sheep, he was
active in boy scouts as a leader of troop 232 in
Kenyon and then a unit commissioner for the
Goodhue County Boy Scouts.  Elden was ac-
tive in the Cannon Valley Marine Corps
League of Faribault, the 40 & 8 in Faribault,
the Kenyon Color Guard, and the American
Legion in Kenyon.
He enjoyed going to his grandchildren’s ac-
tivities, camping, word searches, sudoku, and
knitting hats for Hauge Lutheran Church of
Kenyon for Mission in Alaska. 

Elden is survived by his wife Eileen Ehrich;
sons, Wayne (Amy) Ehrich of Kenyon; Brian
(April) Ehrich of Kenyon; and grandchildren
Jayden, Sydney and Wyatt; his sister, Vivian
Meech; brothers, Myron (Mary) Ehrich, Har-
vey Ehrich, Earl Ehrich, Paul Ehrich and
many extended family members. He was pro-
ceeded in death by his parents Arnold and
Marilyn Ehrich and grandparents Fred and
Veronica Ehrich.
A special thank you to Larry Grove, Loren
Bauer and the congregation of Hauge
Lutheran Church of Kenyon for all of their
prayers and support during his illness.
Elden generously donated his body to the
University of MN Anatomy Bequest Pro-
gram.  A celebration of life for Elden Ehrich
will be from 1pm to 4pm on Saturday, March
29th, 2025 at the VFW in Kenyon, MN with
military rights at 2:30pm.  Inurnment will be
in MN state Vetrans Cemetery in Preston at a
later date.
Memorials may be made to the Kenyon
VFW furnace fund or donor’s choice.
Blessed be his memory. 

Charles Edward “Chuck” Kyllo
Charles Edward
“Chuck” Kyllo, 77,
passed away on Sat-
urday, March 8,
2025, surrounded by
family in Mcallen
Texas.  Chuck was

born in
Wanamingo
Township to
Elmer and

The Holden Community Park is now accepting reservations.  This is a gathering place
for families, community groups, celebrations, family and class reunions and meetings.
The park is open from June 1 – September 30 and is located just west of the Holden
Lutheran Church on Co Rd 30, Kenyon.
The park building is equipped with AC, refrigerator, stove, microwave and indoor bath-
rooms.  Folding tables and chairs which are available for use within the facility.  Picnic
tables, playground equipment and a fire pit are also located just outside the back entrance.
A prayer path also winds through the woods.  
Please contact Peggy Kroenbach if you would like to reserve the building.  (p_kron-
bach@yahoo.com, # 507/227-4992)

Holden Community Park Now Accepting Reservations

Eleanor Kyllo on October 5, 1947.  He was
the youngest of 15 children.  He graduated
from Wanamingo High School in 1965.  He
farmed with his mother until he was drafted
into the service in 1967.  He was stationed in
Vietnam with the 34th engineering battalion
until 1969.
He married Donna Andersen on January 16,
1969, in Honolulu Hawaii.  From this mar-
riage he was blessed with 2 average sons, and
one beautiful and talented daughter.
He started his career with John Deere in
Wanamingo, MN, followed by a move to
cresco Iowa, finishing up in Owatonna, MN.
He then changed to driving semi truck for
American Freight Systems for many years
and retired from driving from ABF Freight in
2009.  He did have a brief stint with Schwan’s
Company in Owatonna.  This career was cut
short after a “small incident” involving a
“bring your kids to work day” with all 3 of
his children.  He also enjoyed his time with
the Steele County Sheriff’s Posse for many
years.
Upon his retirement, Donna and Chuck en-
joyed countless times singing karaoke to-
gether, whether it was at a local watering
hole, or on the deck of your camper.  They
have been seasonal campers at Shades of
Sherwood Campgrounds since the early
1990’s, continuing to this day.  He also en-

joyed spending time with family and friends,
and his daily stops at the Kernel Restaurant
in Owatonna, MN.  At retirement a mo-
torhome was quickly sold after one too many
“god dammit Donna’s” and a permanent
home at a park was taken.  They spent 15
years as winter Texans and summers in Zum-
brota at Shades of Sherwood.
Chuck is survived by his wife of 56 years,
Donna; sons Sean (Marie) Kyllo of Ner-
strand, MN; Eric (Lisa) Kyllo of Blooming
Prairie, MN; and daughter Stephanie (Randy)
Delzer of Northfield, MN.  Eleven grand-
children and 4 great grandchildren, with one
due in May of 2025.  Sister-in-law, Rhonda
(Tom) Eichinger; sisters Marlene (Jim)
Haller, Stella Morton, Susan Johnson and Eu-
nice Roberts.
He is preceded in death by his parents; great
grandson Soren Christofferson; brothers
Maurice “Bud” Kyllo; Marvin “Pete” Kyllo;
Palmer Kyllo; Walton Kyllo and Orion Kyllo.
Sisters Avis Erlanson, Florence Howie,
Shirley Schmitz, Mary Jane Schmitz and in-
fant sister, Marna Kyllo.
Celebration of Life will take place on April
12, 2025 from 11:00am-2:00pm at The Event
Center at 37612 Goodhue Avenue, Dennison,
MN (Main Street) with military honors at
2:00pm.

(continued from page 1)
Are we going to have moments when we are crying out to the Lord as King David did in

the book of Psalms? Of course we are! The most important thing, though, is to come back
to our first love, Jesus, and continue to renew our minds with truth, which is the Word of
God. Here are some other Bible verses that have helped me walk out life when trials arise. 
James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liber-

ally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” 
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,

let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6–7).
Zechariah 4:6b says, “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of

hosts.” 
“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who

are the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).
In the book of Psalms and Joshua, it tells us to meditate on the Word of God day and night.

We need to renew our mind daily with truth. Psalm 91 speaks about dwelling in the secret
place with the Almighty God. This means we need to spend time with the Lord, talk with
Him, read the Bible, and do life with Him. Proverbs 3:5 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, and lean not on your own understanding.” A lot of the time, even if it doesn’t make
sense, we need to trust the Lord even if it may seem like an impossible task or situation. God
has a plan. One final Scripture I want to share that has comforted me when things just don’t
make sense is, “‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,’ says
the Lord. ‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts’” (Isaiah 55:8–9).
I hope these Bible verses bring peace and comfort to you. The great news is, God has given

us so many tools and even spiritual armor to use to deal with the lies of the enemy (see Eph-
esians 6:10–18). The enemy is going to do whatever he can to make us doubt God’s love and
purpose for our lives. So as Christians, how can we prepare for bad news? By renewing our
minds with truth. 
I hope this article encourages you. Please know you’re not alone. I know this article has

helped me to heal as I wrote it. I encourage you to write in a journal your prayers to Jesus.
Share with Him your trials that you may be facing at this time, the various emotions you feel,
and then write next to them the promises of God. Yes, we will have troubles in this life, but
take heart, God has overcome the world (see John 16:33). The Lord has not abandoned you.
He is with you! 

Announcements
(continued from page 1)
•  Wanamingo Veterans Honor Guard invite you to become a member.  Join us and

help us make the Wanamingo Veterans Honor Guard an even bigger success.  WVHG meets
the third Tuesday of each month at the Wanamingo Community Center.  The VFW will
meet from 7-7:30p.m.  The Honor Guard will meet from 7:30-8:30p.m.  For more infor-
mation contact Eric Dierks 507-321-1967, Gary Floan at 507-732-7740, or Larry Van De
Walker at 507-421-4674.
• All are welcome to breakfast, fellowship, bible study, and prayer time every Sat-
urday morning at Hauge Lutheran Church in Kenyon.  Breakfast and fellowship start
at 8:00 am. Followed by a verse by verse bible study. Finishing with prayer time at 10:00
am.  All are welcome (men, women, and children) each Saturday morning!!  Any ques-
tions, please contact Loren Bauer: 507-450-6623.
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 KKEENNYYOONN--WWAANNAAMMIINNGGOO KKEENNYYOONN--WWAANNAAMMIINNGGOO KENYON-WANAMINGO
 EELLEEMMEENNTTAARRYY SSCCHHOOOOLL EELLEEMMEENNTTAARRYY SSCCHHOOOOLL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

 SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS SSTTUUDDEENNTTSS STUDENTS

 Front Row: Isabelle Johnson, KG, Mrs. Katie Valek; Mya HernandeZ, Gr. 1, 
 Mrs. Katie Benbrooks; Aubree Wood, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers; Aubrey Kyllo, 
 Gr. 2, Mrs. Deb Hinrichs; Drew Anfinson, Gr. 2, Mrs. Megan Jordan.  Back 
 Row: Hugh Ellingsberg, Gr. 3, Mrs. Sandy Bohaty; Lily Cordes, Gr. 4, Mrs. 
 Chloe Gohman, Konnor Peltier, Gr. 4, Ms. Rhonda Thesing

 NOBLE KNIGHTS OF THE WEEK FOR MARCH 14, 2025

Aspelund
(continued from page 1)

Aspelund was settled by mostly Norwegian
immigrants in the 1850's. As more people mi-
grated to the area, a group of men founded the
Aspelund Society in 1859,  more for religious
reasons than anything else, but they made de-
cisions and brought some organization to the
growing settlement. In 1862,it was decided to
lay the foundation for the Emmanuel

Lutheran Church, which to this day has a vi-
able congregation, and is used for many oc-
casions and events. 
On February 6th, 1872 the Aspelund Post
Office was born, holding the title of the 4th
post office in Wanamingo Township. Chris-
tion Hveem (1835-1908) was a veterinarian
who became the first postmaster. It is be-
lieved that he had the postal service in his
clinic. He later practiced medicine in Hader. 
In 1875, 40 farmers organized a mercantile
and built the Aspelund Store. The post office
moved into the mercantile, and Osmund J
Wing took his place as the 2nd postmaster on

Memorial Field Fundraiser
(continued from page 1)
This is a Free Will Donation, and all pro-
ceeds will go to the Memorial Field to sup-
port the care of the fields and any monetary
obligations to keep the fields in tip top shape
for our attending teams. As always, it will be
held at the Wanamingo Community Center
from 5 to 7pm, and you can eat in or carry out
to enjoy at home, or perhaps gift someone a
scrumptious meal who would not be able to
attend in person. 
The menu features a rigatoni pasta in a red
sauce with meat, Caesar salad, French bread,
dessert, and a choice of water, lemonade or
milk. For those who want to have take out,
just come inside and tell them how many
meals you'd like, and they will package them

up for you!  
Remember, the Kenyon/Wanamingo Var-
sity baseball and softball games are always
free to attend, so this fundraiser is important
to keep the fields and facilities taken care of,
and make sure the players have up to date
equipment, and a well groomed playing field.
The money raised from this event helps de-
fray the costs and keep things running
smoothly, so spread the word, and come on
down to treat yourself to a great meal while
helping our community have fun!
The Memorial Field Committee would like
to thank you for your continuing and gener-
ous support of our K-W baseball and softball
programs. 

(continued on page 5)

April 28th, 1875. The current Aspelund So-
ciety eventually dissolved, and in 1882, Peter
A. Henning replaced Wing as postmaster on
June 12th, 1882, and remained at his post
until January 4th, 1894. 
Martin P. Heltne, who was operating the As-
pelund Store, succeeded Henning as post-
master at that time. In 1897, Heltne auctioned
off the store, and moved to Hayfield.
Henning again took over the store. He was
reinstated as postmaster on October 19, 1897,
and remained in that post until his death in
1931. In 1932, Hans Hjermstad bought the
store through Henning's daughter for a tidy
sum of $500.00. 
Hans and his wife and son lived above the
mercantile for a number of years, during
which Hans built a house next to the store for
his family to reside in. 

 Holden Lutheran Church
 Rural Kenyon

 ~
 Interested contact: 

 holdendalesecretary@gmail.com

 Organist Wanted



Community
March 26, 2026 Page 5- KENYON-WANAMINGO MESSENGER -

Aspelund
(continued from page 4)

 Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law   
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
    Transition Planning
 • General Practice
 • Probate
 4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Unfortunately, a huge tornado in 1952 hit
the mercantile, and rendered it too dangerous
to occupy. It sat empty for 10 years before
being completely torn down. However, the
home that Hans built is still in use today, and
is one of the 3 homes left in Aspelund. It was
purchased from Harlan Hjermstad, Hans' son,
by Bob Flikke who now resides there with his
son Andre Wrolstad.
After 15 years, Hjermstad sold the store to
Lyle Hogstad in 1946. Lyle had it for a short
time, and sold to C.C. Mattison. Mattison was
the owner when the big tornado caused its de-
mise. 
Before we move on in our historical journey,
I want to share an interesting fact about the
store. P.A. Henning proved to be an excellent
marketer while he owned and operated the
mercantile. One of his ideas that I consider
brilliant is "Due Bills". 
If someone came in with eggs to sell to Mr.
Henning to sell at his store, and he owed her
$1 for the eggs, and she needed 80 cents
worth of flour, instead of giving her the 20
cents in change back, he would give her a 20
cent Due Bill. That way, she had a store credit,
because the coins could only be spent in his
store! Kind of like Menards rebates! 

 502
 Huseth Street

 Kenyon

 Our new 
 address is:

 Kenyon NAPA Store
 507-789-5254

 Specializing in Farm Equipment Repair
 Authorized      Dealer

 DOT Inspections/Welding
 507-789-6321

 WWEE’’VVEE WWEE’’VVEE WE’VE

 MMOOVVEEDD!! MMOOVVEEDD!!
 MOVED!

(continued on page 6)



Page 6 March 26, 2025- KENYON-WANAMINGO MESSENGER -

Community

 For Dependable Home
 Heating & Commercial L.P. Gas...
 Call Community Co-op Today!

 Community

 Co - oP
 Proudly Serving You Since 1925

 9 Central Avenue
 Faribault, MN 55021
 (507) 334-8642
 800-COOPOIL
 (800-266-7645)
 www.fbocoop.com

 Experience the Difference
 • Regular Scheduled Delivery Option
 • Budget Pay Plan Available
 • 24-Hour Emergency Service
 • Tank Installation
 • Residential

 • Commercial & Ag
 • Online Ordering Available
 • Online Bill Pay Available
 • Contracting Open Year-Round

 Proudly Serving You Since 1925

As the town grew, and more businesses
were required, Henry Sands started a black-
smith shop on what is still property of the
Sands family. Ray Sands, Henry's grandson,
lives on the property now and told me he was
born there and never moved out! Not many
people can say they have lived in the home
that they were born in all their life! Ray
began his favorite chore of milking the fam-
ily's cows by hand at age 5. He grew up there,
got married, and raised his family in that
home. At 93 years young, you will still find
him doing the upkeep, and sharing stories of
Aspelund, and also about his more than 70
years of entertaining folks with his well
known band the Polka Dots. Ray played the
accordion and sang in his band, but that's an-
other story!
1882 also saw N. Norby open a flour and
feed mill. Two years later, Nils Roland was
operating the feed store and opened a second
blacksmith shop just east of where the mer-
cantile was located. B.O. Norby eventually
bought the 1st blacksmith shop from Henry
Sands. 
In 1888, the Crescent Creamery Company
was started and had a brief operation in As-

pelund. The feed mill was in use until 1896. 
As time marched on, the Rural Free Deliv-
ery, or RFD came into being, and most of the
small post offices closed, including As-
pelund. The post office officially closed on
January 14, 1905. As will happen, many of
the local businesses closed their doors, but a
few remained.
Henry Sands went back to farming over

200 acres. One day, Henry was plowing his
fields with a team of 4 horses. He had a colt
tied to the wagon as well. He saw about 6
men riding toward him on his property. They
were wearing white dusters and riding fine
horses. They stopped when they came up to
Henry, and one of them jokingly asked Henry
why he didn't hook up the young colt and
make him work for his food. Henry just
looked at him, said "Shut up", and continued
with his plowing. Those men were later
found to be Jesse James and the Younger
brothers, on their way to rob the bank in
Northfield!
I learned of many remarkable stories while
gathering information for this article. I want
to thank my new friends Harlan and Dorothy
Hjermstad and Ray Sands for giving me a lot
of insight into the town of Aspelund, MN.
Don't worry, there will be more stories from
that neck of the woods in the future! I hope
some of you recognize your relatives in the
names in my story. Until the next town story,
be well!

Aspelund
(continued from page 5)
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 $  $

 SSpprriinngg IIss HHeerree!! SSpprriinngg IIss HHeerree!! Spring Is Here!

 751 3rd Avenue, Wanamingo

 8:00am-10:00pm Monday-Saturday
 11:00am-6:00pm Sunday

 507-824-4030
 jakeshometownliquor@gmail.com

 Let Jake’s Help You Get Ready for 
 Outdoor Spring Celebrations

 Does your 
 car need a 
 second 
 opinion?
 We have quality mechanics who can diagnose

 and repair what others can’t.

 ~ See us for Tires and Custom Exhaust ~

 11365 Highway 60, Wanamingo
 Call 507-824-2479 to schedule.

 We warranty all of our auto, light truck, or trailer repairs.

The
Grannies
Are Back!!

(continued from page 1)

Last year was their winningest season yet,
and this year's scrimmages have shown that
that winning streak is continuing!
The ladies play a 6 on 6 players team, taken
from the 1920's Iowa basketball team's rules
and regulations, along with the 1920's dress

code, which is quite unique. You will have to
come to the tournament to see what conspires
among these seasoned players, and how the
rules are different from our contemporary
games, and the uniforms they play in! To par-
ticipate on the team, all that is required is you
must be a woman of 50 plus years  to be ac-
tually playing. Other younger ladies and gen-
tlemen interested in being a part of the team
are allowed in other positions, such as coach-
ing and keeping score. No discrimination
here! It is a gentler game than what you are
used to.
Entry to the games on April 12th are free
will donations that go to support the K/W
girls basketball camp scholarships. Lunch
consisting of Sloppy Joes, chips, bars and
fruit cups will be served as well, for a small
fee. 

The tournament schedule is as follows:
9 am   LaCrosse Does vs Faribault Hot
Shots
10:15 am  Veroqua Driftless Dribblers  vs
Wanamingo Bulldogs
Noon  LaCrosse Does  vs Wanamingo Bull-
dogs
1:15  Veroqua Driftless Dribblers  vs  Farib-
ault Hot Shots
Due to the up in the air decisions being
made about the use of the school gym, the
team wishes to let you know they may be

looking for a place to practice if the gym is
out of the equation. The men's basketball
team also practices there on Wednesday
nights. Jack Beulke was at the last practice
held in the gym, filming the Grannies as part
of his documentary he is putting together on
the history of the Wanamingo school gym,
where the ladies have been practicing and
playing for the past 18 years. So, we invite
you to come on down and experience basket-
ball as it used to be, and have some fun! Go
Grannies!!!

 Sandblasting
 (Commercial, Residential, Industrial)
 Prime/Paint

 Welding  (Mig, Tig, and Stick)
 Metal Fabrication
 Machine Shop

 19 Main St,
 Wanamingo, MN
  ((550077)) 442211--22889911  ((550077)) 442211--22889911  (507) 421-2891

 kknnoottttmmaacchhiinnee@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm kknnoottttmmaacchhiinnee@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm knottmachine@gmail.com

�

�

�
�
�

 We are mobile and can come to you for any
 sandblasting/welding projects you need taken care of.

 KKNNOOTTTT MMAACCHHIINNEE AANNDD RREEPPAAIIRR  LLLLCC KKNNOOTTTT MMAACCHHIINNEE AANNDD RREEPPAAIIRR  LLLLCC KNOTT MACHINE AND REPAIR  LLC

Do You Have a Story Idea?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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 Join Us for Our Special
 Easter Brunch Menu

 Sunday, April 20 th

 Serving 9:00a.m.-3:00p.m.
 (Last seating 3:00p.m. - Bar open later)

 Happy Easter From All of Us at The Fireside!
 37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 

 Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM
 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM

 Bar Open Later
 507-645-9992  •  www.firesidelounge.net

 Reservations Strongly Suggested
 Call 507-645-9992 to Make Your Reservation

 - REGULAR MENU NOT AVAILABLE EASTER SUNDAY -

 WE WILL
 CLOSE AT 4:30PM
 EASTER SUNDAY
 SO OUR STAFF CAN 
 ENJOY THE EVENING

 WITH THEIR
 FAMILIES

 Dennison Lions Club

 ANNUAL SPRING
 BREAKFAST
 Sunday, April 13, 2025

 8:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
 at Dennison Lutheran Church, Dennison

 All You Care to Eat 
 Pancakes, French Toast,

 Eggs, Sausages,
 Juice, Milk, Coffee

 Adults  $ 10.00  Kids  $ 5.00  (Kids under 3 Free)

 Dennison
 Lions Club

 is a
 non-profit 

 organization.

 Proceeds will benefit the Dennison Lions Club  and 
 Dennison Community Church activities
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 Take a drive in the country and shop in our log cabin filled with crafts and antiques!

 Potpourri Mill Log Cabin
 Lori and Darwin Amy

 2290 County 49 Blvd., Dennison, MN
 Email: cabincrew@frontiernet.net

 or call 507-649-1009

 Garden Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturday and Sunday, April 12-13
 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

g cabin filled with crafts and antiques!

bin

MN

Thyme
Show
day, April 12-13
to 5:00p.m.

Thyme
Show
day, April 12-13
to 5:00p.m.

Thyme
Show
day, April 12-13
to 5:00p.m.

 Garden Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturday and Sunday, April 12-13
 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Community

 OOuurr aaddvveerrttiisseerrss aapppprreecciiaattee  OOuurr aaddvveerrttiisseerrss aapppprreecciiaattee  Our advertisers appreciate 
 yyoouurr bbuussiinneessss!! yyoouurr bbuussiinneessss!! your business!

 Tel l them you saw their ad  in the  Kenyon-Wanamingo Messenger
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WE’RE
ONLINE

www.kenyonmn.net
www.wanamingo.com

 Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

 Fertilizer • Seed
 Soil Sampling • Chemicals

 Custom Application
 Field Scouting

 Bulk, LP,
 Gas and Diesel Fuel

 “Established 1935”

He is also taking medication for short term
side effects, and is only 1/3 of the way
through his intense portion of the treatment
plan. After the first leg of his treatment, he is

scheduled for 2 years of daily chemo treat-
ment and monthly lab checks. The long term
effects of this aggressive treatment are still
unknown. 
Many of you know this family, and it is our
hope that you will be able to help them in any
number of ways. Tyler graduated from K/W
High School in 2008, and was very active in
the wrestling community. He is currently a
volunteer firefighter in Kenyon. Nicole pro-
vided in-home daycare to the community, but
due to Dax's treatment schedule, she had to
close her doors. 
Being members of this community, you
know how when a crisis strikes, we all come
together to share the burdens, and celebrate
the victories of each others' lives. Well, there
is a caring group of people doing benefit re-

lated activities for the family, and we hope
we can count on your thoughts, prayers and
donations for one of the scheduled events, or
just a donation to the family to help offset the
medical expenses. 
The fundraiser will be held on April 26th
from 4 to 8 pm at the Kenyon Firehall at 620
Centennial Drive. It is a free will donation,
and the meal being served is pulled pork
sandwiches, cole slaw, chips and a drink.
Live music will be from 5 to 8 pm, and a
silent auction from 4 to 7pm. There will be
bouncy houses on site for some good ol' fash-
ioned fun! For questions about the event, or
to make a donation, contact Abby Dahlgren
at 507-351-1452. You may make donations
via venmo to Dax, or send a check to Secu-
rity State Bank in Kenyon at 601 Second
Street, Kenyon Mn 55946. Also needed are

donations of items, experiences or services
for the silent auction. If you are interested in
donating, you may also contact Emily
Amundson, and she can arrange to pick up
your donation. All donors/supporters will be
acknowledged at the event. You may also call
Emily at 507-384-8911 for additional ques-
tions about the donations.
Thank you in advance for your generous do-
nations, in whatever way you choose to sup-
port this family. 

Our New Deputy Clerk Is...
(continued from page 1)
A Deputy Clerk has varied duties to per-
form, and it is an interesting job with varied
positions. Everything from doing the payroll
for city employees, to doing monthly and
quarterly taxes, to taking care of pet licenses
and utility bills. A solid knowledge of com-
puter programs for running a city, and the
rules and regulations that go along with that
responsibility are high up on the roster of du-
ties, but there are other issues to deal with as
well. The ability to stay positive and focused
on the job at hand while dealing with issues
the townspeople bring to the office is a key
skill. Being open and attentive to the prob-
lems brought to the attention of the city and
handling them calmly and diplomatically are
skills that are learned, not taught. The person
chosen is the one the Council feels most able
to incorporate all these tasks, and more.
The meeting was attended by Mayor Ryan
Holmes. Michael Boulton, Erick Dierks, Re-
becca Haugen, Jeremiah Flotterud, and Brad
Kennedy from Public Works. Three candi-
dates were interviewed, and they all did a

great job explaining why they want the job,
and what their qualifications are. Each an-
swered a set of questions while the council
took notes. The applicants were able to ask
questions about the job, and I felt everyone
had a pretty good feel for what the needs of
each candidate were. I left the meeting after
the interviews concluded, glad I didn't have
to decide between the three women who ap-
plied!
Since Karen will be leaving her position by
the end of April at the latest and will spend
time working with the new Deputy Clerk to
make a smooth transition, time is of the
essence to find her a replacement so the one
chosen can give notice at their current job.
The counsel deliberated after the candidates
left, and they chose Laurie Musselman to be
the new Deputy Clerk. As she has accepted
the offer and makes her transition in her new
vocation, please give a warm Wanamingo
welcome to her as she navigates all the re-
sponsibilities she has been given. We look
forward to getting to know her!

Benefit
Fundraiser

for
Dax Eggert

(continued from page 1)

 Stop By or Call for Appointment 507-789-5899
 609 2nd St. Kenyon, MN (next to V.F.W.) Tues.-Fri. 8-5:30; Sat. 8-3   Cash or Check Only

 THE

 HAIR PLACE

 Master  BARBER

 Registered nurse and certified
 foot care nurse will trim your nails

 in your home. 

 Joyful Feet Footcare
 Phone: 507 - 475 - 1434 (okay to text)

 Email: joyfulfeet@yahoo.com

 Do you 
 need help 
 with your 
 toenails?  

Share Your Good News!
Submit your engagement,

wedding or
birth announcement.

Email:  hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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 COMMUNITY GROWN 
 INSURANCE

 www.vsgmi.com   

 Security 
 Agency
 600 2nd Street

 Kenyon
 Phone: 507-789-6366

 Email:
 info@securityinsurancekenyon.com

 Castle Rock 
 Agency

 27925 Danville Avenue
 Castle Rock

 Phone: 651-463-7590
 Email:

 michelle.kreisler@castlerockbank.net

 Kalass
 Agency
 242 Main Street

 Zumbrota
 Phone: 507-732-7614

 Email: 
 kalassagency@kalassagency.com

 Sviggum 
 Agency
 133 Main Street

 Wanamingo
 Phone: 507-824-5105

 Email:
 agent@svigguminsurance.com

 Keller
 Agency
 305 Main Street

 Nerstrand
 Phone:

 507-334-6550

 We’ve Got Your
 Family’s Back

 Personalized insurance solutions 
 to protect your family’s future
 and security, no matter what.

 Roberts Retail & Repair
 19 Langford Avenue, Kenyon

 507-330-2873

 Protect Your Investment
 with Essential Car Care

 Tires  Oil Changes
 Shocks & Struts  Batteries
 Engine Maintenance

�
�
�

�
�

 Indoor storage now  available for  auto s, boats,  RV s and more!

 Monday-Friday 6am-8pm
 Saturday-Sunday 7am-7pm

 230 Main St, Nerstrand
 507-332-8626

 parksidenerstrand@gmail.com

 Traveling through Nerstrand?  We’re on your way!

 Forget Something?   Yes, We Have That Too...
 Automotive Supplies  •  Minnesota Lottery  •  Camping Supplies  •  Greeting Cards

 Ice  •   Firewood  •  Propane Exchange  •  Milk  •  Bread  •  Hardware  •  Pop  • Snacks

 Plus - Select School Supplies!

 PPaarrkk side General Store Park
 ~ Gas & Groceries ~

 “The Little Store with More!”

 MILK
 Locally  Produced

 &  Bottled from
 Hastings, MN

 Gallons

 SOGN 
 VALLEY 
 HONEY

 Several Sizes
 Available

 FARM 
 FRESH 
 EGGS

 HOPE 
 BUTTER

 RANDY’S 
 FROZEN
 PIZZAS

 Locally Made
 in

 Faribault, MN

 We Proudly
 Carry Select

 NERSTRAND
 MEATS

 Including
 Snack Sticks,

 Wieners &
 Bacon NERSTRAND 

 CLOTHING HARDWARE
 ICE GREETING

 CARDS

 EASTER HOURS
 8:00 AM

 TO
 NOON
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 507-824-2912

 Office open in Wanamingo
 Monday through Friday

 • Homeowners
 • Farm
 • Workmen’s Comp
 • Inland Marine
 • Auto
 • Commercial

 Jayne Bongers  Owner/MN, Certified

 507-412-9813

 Call today for your FREE,
 No Pressure, No Obligation Consultation

 3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
 100 S. 4th St.

 Cannon Falls, MN 55009

 PROVIDER

 1575 20th St. NW
 Faribault, MN 55021

 1605 Main St.
 Zumbrota, MN 55992

 DON’T LET HEARING PROBLEMS
 SLOW YOU DOWN!

Reps. Finstad, Craig,
Sens. Hoeven,
Klobuchar
Reintroduce
Legislation

Modernizing Loan
Limits for

Ag Producers

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Representatives
Brad Finstad (MN-01) and Angie Craig (MN-
02) reintroduced the Producer and Agricul-
tural Credit Enhancement (PACE) Act,
bipartisan legislation that would modernize
the current limits on the Farm Service
Agency’s (FSA) Ownership and Operating
loans. Senators John Hoeven (R-ND) and
Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) have introduced
companion legislation in the U.S. Senate.
“Farmers across southern Minnesota, espe-
cially those who are just starting out, rely on
dependable financing options to grow and
maintain their operations,” said Rep. Finstad.
“It is imperative that the limits on FSA loans
align with the current challenges farmers and
producers face today. I’m proud to reintro-
duce the PACE Act, which will provide farm-
ers with certainty and make it easier to obtain
the loans they need.”
“Farming is volatile work, and our family
farmers are often tasked with navigating un-
certain conditions, whether that’s periods of

low commodity prices or extreme weather
events,” said Rep. Craig. “That’s why I’m
working across the aisle with Rep. Finstad to
help give Minnesota’s farmers and producers
the certainty they need to continue operating
through challenging times. This bipartisan
bill will bolster generational operations,
while ensuring that new and beginning farm-
ers have access to the resources they need to
get their businesses up and running.” 
“It’s essential that the loan limits in these
programs reflect the real-world costs faced by
our ag producers. Our legislation makes
needed updates to these loans so they can
properly meet the needs of farmers, and we
will continue our efforts to pass it as part of
the next farm bill,” said Senator Hoeven,
Chairman of the Senate Agriculture Appro-
priations Committee and a senior member of
the Senate Agriculture Committee. 
“Too many American farmers and produc-
ers operate on razor-thin margins. Having ac-
cess to credit can often mean the difference
between economic viability and financial
hardship. By expanding credit opportunities
for producers and farmers, this legislation
will strengthen the rural economy across
Minnesota and the country,” said Senator
Klobuchar, Ranking Member of the Senate
Agriculture Committee.
The PACE Act is supported by the Farm
Credit Council, American Bankers Associa-
tion, American Farm Bureau, American Soy-
bean Association, American Sugarbeet
Growers Association, National Association of
Wheat Growers, National Barley Growers
Association, National Corn Growers Associ-
ation, National Cotton Council, National
Pork Producers Council, National Sorghum

Producers, National Sunflower Association,
U.S. Canola Association, U.S. Beet Sugar As-
sociation, USA Dry Pea and Lentil Council,
U.S. Peanut Federation, USA Rice, Western
Peanut Growers Association, Southwest
Council of Agribusiness, National Pecan Fed-
eration, Midwest Council on Agriculture,
Minnesota Farm Bureau, Minnesota Corn
Growers Association, Minnesota Soybean
Growers Association, and Minnesota Associ-
ation of Wheat Growers.
“Ensuring farmers have access to capital
that reflects today’s cost of production is crit-
ical to keeping agriculture strong. The PACE
Act is a commonsense update that will help
producers secure the financing they need to
grow and succeed. We fully support this ef-
fort and appreciate the bipartisan leadership
driving it forward,” said Dan Glessing, Pres-
ident of Minnesota Farm Bureau.
"Farm Credit extends its thanks to Repre-
sentatives Finstad and Craig for reintroduc-
ing the Producer and Agricultural Credit
Enhancement (PACE) Act, which would ex-
pand the Farm Service Agency's direct and
guaranteed loan limits to match the rising
costs of agricultural production. Agricultural
producers depend on access to capital to grow
and maintain their operations. For young and
beginning farmers, in particular, accessible
capital may be the difference between
launching an operation or not. We look for-
ward to collaborating with both representa-
tives to include this essential legislation in the
Farm Bill for the benefit of farmers and
ranchers across the nation," said Farm Credit
Council President and CEO Christy Seyfert.

Background:
Congressman Finstad and Congresswoman

Craig introduced the Producer and Agricul-
tural Credit Enhancement (PACE) Act during
the 118th Congress, and several of its provi-
sions were included in the House Agriculture
Committee-passed Farm Bill.
Specifically, the PACE Act would increase
FSA Guaranteed Operating Loans from
$2.25 million to $3 million, increase Guar-
anteed Ownership Loans from $2.25 million
to $3.5 million, increase Direct Operating
Loans from $400,000 to $750,000, and in-
crease Direct Ownership Loans from
$600,000 to $850,000. FSA’s Operating and
Ownership Loans are critical tools to ensure
farmers have access to the financing needed
to get started, expand their family’s opera-
tion, or restructure with certainty.

 ORDER TODAY! CALL 507-789-5700
 Roses, Mixed Arrangements, 
 Flower Bunches and More!

 We are more than just
 a flower store!

 Gifts •  Cards & More  for All Occasions

 524 Second St, Kenyon
 507-789-5700

 marysrusticrose@outlook.com

 marysrusticrose.com
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Network with agricultural leaders at the 27th
annual Women’s Agricultural Leadership
Conference (WALC) on April 9, 2025, at the
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. This year’s
WALC theme, “Rooted in Agriculture: Culti-
vating Leadership; Growing Together”, will
focus on empowering participants to grow
personally and professionally, ensuring a
stronger and more resilient agricultural com-
munity.
“For many of our attendees this is the best
one day event of the year as this unique event
brings together people from all areas of agri-
culture to dialogue and network,” said Doris
Mold, conference co-founder. “Our program
encourages connections and energizes and
motivates participants to become leaders in
their work and communities. We’re also ex-
cited to offer two new pre-conference ses-
sions, COMET and safeTALK, focused on
giving participants the skills they need to sup-
port people struggling in their communities.
The WALC is committed to promoting stress
reduction and mental wellness in agriculture.”
Attendees will be welcomed by Allison De-

plazes, a Minnesota 4-H Agriculture Ambas-
sador, and Cora Martensen, a Minnesota 4-H
State Ambassador. The general session
panel, “Leading and Learning at Every
Stage,” features Jamie Dreher, Vice Presi-
dent, Business Banking Underwriting Man-
ager, Agriculture Originations, U.S. Bank;
Ashley Hagenow, 76th Alice in Dairyland,
Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade
and Consumer Protection; Barb Liebenstein,
Co-Owner, Wolf Creek Cattle and Farm; and
Friendly Vang-Johnson, Director of Govern-
ment Affairs, Minnesota Farmers Market As-
sociation.
A highlight of the conference is the recog-
nition of 2025’s Outstanding Agriculture
Mentors. This award is in its 23rd year and
recognizes people who have been positive
mentors and role models for people in agri-
culture, especially women. Nominations are
open until March 19.
The day also includes two breakout ses-
sions, mini-sessions focused on current top-
ics, and an opportunity to learn about the
Arboretum’s new cafe, Rootstock, from Ar-
boretum Culinary Lead Beth Fisher and Ex-
ecutive Chef Niki Heber.
Participants can choose from 10 different
breakout topics:
Agritourism: Keeping Your Visitors, Your
Animals, and Your Assets Safe
Forever Green Initiative: Creating Market
Opportunities for Continuous Living Cover
Crops
From Farm to Front Page: Personal Brand-
ing for Women in Agriculture
From Vision to Reality: Supporting Your
Change Journey

Medicine Soup: Edible and Medicinal Plant
for Every Day
Minnesota Demographic Trends
On-Farm Resilience: Responding to
Changing and Extreme Weather Patterns
Relationship Building Across Agriculture:
A Conversation Panel
Risk Busters: Uncovering the Hidden
Threats to Future-Proof Your Business
The Latest on the Legislature: Agricultural
Policy Updates
The conference is open to individuals with
an interest in women’s agricultural leader-
ship regardless of gender, age, or affiliation.
Register by March 28 for a discounted rate.
The Women’s Agricultural Leadership
Conference is made possible by Innovator

Sponsorship Partner – AgCountry Farm
Credit Services; along with Major Sponsor-
ship Partners – CoBank, Compeer Financial,
Farm Credit Leasing, U.S. Bank; Sponsorship
Partners – Minnesota Corn, Minnesota Farm
Bureau, Minnesota Farmers Union, Min-
nesota Soybean Research Promotion Council,
Minnesota State Southern Agricultural Cen-
ter of Excellence; and many other conference
partners and volunteers.
For the full conference brochure and more
information, visit: https://www.women-
sagleadership.org/. Please reach out to Doris
Mold with any questions. She can be con-
tacted at 612-414-7574 or doris@sun-
riseag.net.

Annual
Women’s

Ag Leadership
Conference
April 9, 2025

To the Editor
*Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are not necessarily those of The Messenger.
To the editor, 
As a rural Kenyon resident, a parent with children who attended Kenyon-Wanamingo
Schools, and an educator, I am very concerned about the attempts of the Trump adminis-
tration to close the Department of Education. This action will take away resources like stu-
dent lunches and special education programming.  
Some leaders in Washington are also pushing the proposed Educational Choice for Chil-
dren Act (ECCA). If enacted nationwide, ECCA would divert billions of taxpayer dollars
from our public schools to subsidize private institutions. Public schools are already grap-
pling with many budgetary and operational challenges. Voucher programs only worsen
these issues, benefiting a privileged few while leaving low-income and rural students with
fewer resources.  In addition, Kenyon is a rural community. Travel to a private school
would increase costs for families.  
Public education is the foundation of a multiracial democracy. Our public schools also
bind our community and allow us to forge life-long relationships. If we are serious about
ensuring quality education for all students—not just the wealthiest—we must reject efforts
to defund our public schools. I urge all of us in the Kenyon-Wanamingo District to tell
Representative Brad Finstad to oppose private school voucher initiatives and invest in
strengthening our public schools. 
In honor of our excellent public school staff,  
Susan B.  Janicke - Kenyon, MN 
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 504 Mantorville Avenue South, Kasson
 507-634-7427 (RIBS)

 Monday-Thursday 11am-8pm
 Friday-Saturday 11am-9pm; Sunday 11am-7:00pm

 S ANDWICHES  • B URGERS  • BBQ

 DAILY SPECIALS

 AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

 507-455-9260
 Mon-Tues-Wed-Thurs  11am-9pm

 Friday 11am-9pm
 Sat 3:00pm-9:00pm • Sun Closed

 PICK UP
 ONE OF

 OUR
 DELICIOUS
 SALADS OR

 WRAPS!

 LOCATED NEAR
 THE BACK 
 ENTRANCE

 OF THE
 RESTAURANT

 AT
 208 N. CEDAR, 

 OWATONNA

 TOREYS.NET

 BOOK YOUR
 FALL & WINTER EVENTS!

 Banquet Hall,
 Seating Up to 300

 CHECK OUT OUR 
 MANY NEW

 LUNCH & DINNER 
 MENU ITEMS!

 Don t Let 
 Your Hurry 
 Come Before 
 Your Hunger!

 507-451-9666
 1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna • South of Lowe’s • Dine In Only • Expires March 31, 2025

 Hours: Monday: 11am-10pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-10pm

 15%  OFF  MENU OR
 BUFFET

 Cannot be used with
 other offers.

 Wednesday, Thursday
 with ad

 10%  OFF
 Friday, Saturday, Sunday
 with ad

 DRINKS • APPETIZERS • SANDWICHES
 BURGERS • SALADS • WRAPS • DESSERTS

 Closed Mon.; Tues-Thur 11am-9pm; Fri-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm 
 111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN

 507-634-3133

 BREAKFAST,
 LUNCH, DINNER

 635 2nd Street, Kenyon
 Hours:

 Tues.- Sat. 7am to 8pm; Sunday 8am to 6:30pm
 Closed Mondays

 507-789-1100

 BURGERS, ESPRESSO
 HOTDISH, PIZZA

 ICE CREAM
 TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

 Breakfast,
 Lunch & Dinner

 Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm
 507-633-3333

 TRY OUR

 DAILY

 SPECIALS!

 10% OFF  With this ad
 Good Monday-Friday.  Expires March 31, 2025.

 30 Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

 Generous portions,
 friendly service and delicious 

 homestyle cooking
 anytime!

 BREAKFAST 
 SERVED

 ALL DAY!

 Open until 1:00am / 7 days a week
 Facebook @ the Spot Sports Pub & Grill

 thespotsportspubmn.com
 112 Main Street  Wanamingo, MN 

 507-824-2100
 DDIINNEE IINN OORR DDIINNEE IINN OORR DINE IN OR

 TTOO GGOO TTOO GGOO TO GO

 WEEKDAY
 SSppeecciiaallss SSppeecciiaallss Specials

 BREAKFAST  8am-11am
 HAPPY HOUR

 Weekdays 5-6pm

 55%% OOFFFF 55%% OOFFFF 5% OFF
 MMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEE MMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEE MEAL PURCHASE

 EExxppiirreess MMaarrcchh 3311,, 22002255..  DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll.. EExxppiirreess MMaarrcchh 3311,, 22002255..  DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll.. Expires March 31, 2025.  Does not include alcohol.
 NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr.. NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr.. Not valid with any other offer.

 wwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoomm wwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoomm www.plazamorena.com

 DDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMM DDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMM DINING ROOM
 OOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekk 1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmm OOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekk 1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmm Open 7 Days a Week 11:00am-10:00pm

 116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa •• 550077--441133--00881199 116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa •• 550077--441133--00881199 160 26th St NE, Owatonna • 507-413-0819

 DAILY SPECIALS!
 Noon Buffet 11am to 2pm

 ORDER ONLINE!
 WWW.DODGEPLAZAMORENA.COM
 Sunday-Thursday 11:00am to 9:00pm
 Friday-Saturday 11:00am to 10:00pm

 411 W. Highway St. Dodge Center
 507-374-9555

 5% OFF MEAL PURCHASE    W ITH  T HIS  A D

 Good Food, Fast!

 701 2nd Street, Kenyon
 Hours:

 Monday-Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
  Closed on Sunday 

 507 -789 -9000

 CARRY OUT
 OR DINE IN

 Cahill Bistro & Bar
 Latin American Fusion

 Breakfast served weekends 9am to 2pm
 Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs.  3 to 5:30pm

 Mon.-Thurs. 10am - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 10am - 10pm
 632 2nd street Kenyon, MN

 507-623-1001 • www.cahillbistrobar.com

 10% OFF With ad   Good  February 16th through April 9, 2025

 401 8th Street SE, Kasson, MN • 507-634-7400
 Hours: Closed Sundays & Mondays; Tuesday-Saturday 11am-Close

 Broasted
 Chicken
 Every Thursday

 $$1166..9999 $$1166..9999 $16.99
 1/2 Chicken

 with homemade mashed potatoes

 and gravy, soup & salad bar

 1/2 OFF
 Onion Rings, Pickle Spears, Cauliflower and Mushrooms In house only as a courtesy to our drinking customers.

 TUESDAYS-THURSDAYS
 3:00-6:00PM

 BUCKET OF  BBEEEERRSS BEERS
 $$1177..0000 $$1177..0000 $17.00

 During Happy  HHoouurr  Hour

 Consider our 
 wonderful

 Easter Sunday 
 buffet on
 April 20th 
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 •• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •• •• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •• • Bellechester • Castle Rock • Claremont • Dennison • Dodge Center •
 •• DDuunnddaass •• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •• •• DDuunnddaass •• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •• • Dundas • Goodhue • Hampton • Kenyon • Mazeppa • Nerstrand •

 •• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo •• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss •• •• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo •• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss •• • Randolph • Wanamingo • West Concord • Zumbro Falls •

 Steel, Farm Machinery,
 Car Bodies, Aluminum, 

 Copper, Batteries, 
 Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

 June-October
 Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408
 www.ldrecycling.com

 Tatge
 Jewelry

 Awards By Tatge
 Celebrating 50 Years
 of Business in 2025

 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN
 (507) 789-6522

 38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue
 651-923-4441

 Lodermeiers.net

 • Machinery Storage
 • Commercial
 • Livestock Buildings
 • Garages

 Bruce Freerksen
 (507) 273-9110

 brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com
 West Concord, MN

 SIFT  (SAVE IT
 FROM

 TRASH)

 THRIFT STORE
 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

 Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
 Saturday 9am to 5pm

 DOUG AND MARY KLATT
 www.sift4you.com
 Call us today!  507.259.2386

 • Tires
 • Wheel alignments
 • Steering & suspension
 • Brake repair
 • A/C maintenance
 • Batteries

 641 S Main Wanamingo
 507-824-2710

 Todd Ryan
 651-764-5590

 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com
 Goodhue, MN
 Branch Office

 Grain and Livestock Hedging

 PLACE YOUR AD ON THIS PAGE
 Call Terry at 507-951-7417

 or Email: 
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

 Hope Stump 
 Grinding

 No job too big,
 no job too small.

 John Hope
 612-327-5980

 Lightweight plow (up to 35hp)  5  to 6.5  starting at  $2,475
 Std Duty plow  (up to 65hp)  5  to 7.5  starting at  $2,575
 Heavy Duty (up to 85hp)  5  to 10  starting at $2,775
 Industrial/Commercial Duty  6  to 10  starting at $3,775

 Minnesota Implement 

 Our unique skid steer and utility tractor 
 snow plow feature a floating face plate 
 and an innovative “cross draw” design, 
 with a dual direction hydraulic cylinder, 
 which allows this plow to sit much 
 closer to the machine and faceplate 
 than a traditional A-frame style plow 
 with a dual ram set-up. Because of our 
 proven design, these plows have 
 substantial amount of free movement or “walk” when going over uneven 
 terrain like a dirt road, side hills, around a pond, a loading dock or 
 handicap ramp.  These plows include a cross over relief valve to help 
 protect the hydraulics from damage.

 Lake State
 Paintless

 Dent Repair
 We Fix Hail Damage and 

 Dents on Vehicles

 We can come to your home
 or place of business.

 507-319-5714
 taylornolanpdr@gmail.com

 Mon - Sat 10am to 5pm
 Closed Sundays

 530 2nd St. Kenyon
 507-789-5622

 SENIOR DISCOUNT TUESDAYS
 DISCOUNT POKER 

 WEDNESDAYS
 30/30 THURSDAYS

 COUNTRY 
 GOODS

 Right across freeway from Cabelas
 Sunday 12-5; Mon - Sat 9-7

 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna
 507-451-5661

 GIFT IDEAS • COLLECTABLES

 INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS

 CALENDARS • WIND CHIMES

 BIGGEST GIFT STORE IN SO. MN! 211 West Main St. 
 Kasson

 507-634-4184
 Wed-Fri 10-6

 Sat 10-2

 GREAT  GIFT  IDEAS!

 Artisan Products
 Handmade Soaps

 Chocolate Shoppe Confections
 Handcrafted Candles
 Amish Made Items

 Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

 OVER 100 CHOCOLATE 
 DELICACIES HANDMADE

 IN STORE!
 SWEETEST PLACE IN TOWN

 UNIQUE
 CANDIES

 BLUE 
 HARBOR 

 BOUTIQUE

 CLOTHING • JEWELRY
 PURSES

 BEAUTY SUPPLIES
 CBD PRODUCTS

 GIFT IDEAS

 OPEN WED & THURS 11AM-6PM
 224 MAIN ST, WANAMINGO

 507-250-4503

 * Over 40 Years Experience
 * Residential
 * Farm
 * Commercial

 38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN
 Ph: 507-633-6355

 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

 Use Dodge County Land Title Company
 for your next real estate transaction

 or loan closing.

 • Pumping
 • Maintenance
 • Inspection

 • Flushing
 • Tank Locator
 • Drain Cleaning

 507-753-2408
 507-951-1691

 Largest Antique Store
 in Dodge County

 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
 507-635-5554
 Facebook@

 MantorvilleSquareAntiques

 SPECIALTY BAKED GOODS
 FOR EVERY OCCASION!

 Cupcakes • Cakes
 Pies • Cookies

 Fudge • Muffins
 Scones • Cheesecake

 507-824-CAKE (2253)
 237 Main St Wanamingo

 West Concord, MN  •  651-269-5688
 See all our products

 @ www.minnesotaimplement.com

 Full Line of Square Tubes, 
 Channels, Angle,

 Flat & Pipes

 Shearing, Cutting and 
 Bending

 61154 190th St Dodge Center
 507-374-2524

 BASIC HANDGUN
 SAFETY CLASS

 • Learn handgun safety 
 fundamentals

 • Individual classes available
 • Learn to shoot safely & properly
 • You can fire a variety of handguns

 For Those With No
 Handgun Experience

 CALL TO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME, 
 SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

 507-951-7417

 NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience

 BBuussiinneessss BBuussiinneessss Business
 LLiinnkk LLiinnkk Link
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