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Rice County Steam & Gas

Dundas Publishes
Regular Drinking
Water Report
Showing No Issues
In City Water

Courtesy of KYMN Radio News
The City of Dundas
released a statement in
response to questions
city leadership had been receiving about the
water in the city, in particular, if Dundas had
high levels of manganese like Northfield.
Dundas conducts annual testing of the
city’s two wells, working with the Min-
nesota Health Department to test for over
100 different contaminants. The latest test
was completed in July 2024.

(continued on page 20)

Announcements

* The 2024 Drinking Water Report is
available at https://www.cityofdun-
das.org/utility-services/pages/drink-
ing-water-report or in-person at
Dundas City Hall. To request a paper
copy, please contact Dundas City Hall.

e The Memorial Park pavilion is
available for rent, please contact City
Hall at 507-645-2852 for availability.
Half day rentals Monday through Friday,
or all day rentals any day of the week.

Do you have an announcement?
Email:
hometownmessenger @ gmail.com

Annual Flea Market &
May 24th & 2

The Rice County Steam & Gas Show has announced their annual Swap Meet and Flea Mar-
ket for May 24th & 25th.
Annual Swap Meet & Flea Market; Consignment Auction 9am Saturday
S.E.A.T. P. Tractor Pull 9am Sunday; Miniature Railroad Train Rides
Free admission, held rain or shine.
Check out their website and facebook page for more information. www.ricecountystea-
mandgas.com

Field Renamed to Bill Nelson Field
at Memorial Park

Courtesy of KYMN Radio News

The Dukes are playing at the same ballpark but with a new name, recently approved by
the Dundas City Council, to Bill Nelson Field at Memorial Park. The City Administrator
of Dundas, Jenelle Teppen, noted Nelson’s legacy as a fundamental part of the Dukes and
Dundas:

“Certainly the biggest news in terms of you know the wider community and the support
that the Dukes in particular received from Dundas”. — Jenelle Teppen, Dundas City Ad-
ministrator on the KYMN Morning Show

Nelson worked for decades to improve the ballpark. He also played for the Dukes, help-
ing them go to state three times in his time on the team, and is in the Minnesota Amateur
Baseball Hall of Fame.

The Duke’s field is considered one of the nicest ballparks in the state amateur baseball
league, undergoing major renovations in 2021 and being featured in the book, Town Ball
Parks of Minnesota. Duke’s games are free to attend, though food and drinks are served,
and donations are appreciated. (continued on page 3)

HAVE A SAFE
MEMORIAL DAY
WEEKEND

Open Regular Hours
Friday & Saturday, May 23 & 24

Open Sunday, May 25 from 9am-2pm.
We will close at 2pm Sunday for staff maintenance.

37540 Goodhue Ave,, Dennison, MN
Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM
Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
Bon Open Zatin
507-645-9992 + www.firesidelounge.net [i

Swap Meet
Sth

Russ Franek
and The Biscuits
to Headline

Dennison Days

Summer festival
season Kkicks off
soon as area com-
munities plan
their summer
events and festi-
vals.

Dennison Days
takes place this

year Friday and Saturday, June 20 & 21,

2025.
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Congratulations

& Best Wishes

We wish all of this year’s hardworking graduates
good luck and great success as they start the next chapter.

IRWIN LAW OFFICE
Dan Irwin, attorney

Family law e Personal Injury ¢ Crypto Law
1
‘ 216 Railway Street N., Dundas ¢ 507-664-1155

Dundas Messenger: Phone: 507-649-3327 o Fax: 507-645-9878  E-mail: hometownmessenger@gmail.com  Mail: Business & Subscription Office P.O. Box 125, Dennison, MN 55018

(continued on page 11)
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The Future |
Is Bright!

By Pastor Larry Grove,
Qauge Lutheran Church, Kenyon

At the end of this month, young men and
women will be graduating from high school
all around this country. They will be leaving
friends that they have spent years with and en-
tering a new phase of life that, regardless of
the path that they choose, will be exciting and
often filled with wonder and apprehension.

My graduation day happened to land on my
18th birthday. The emotions that I felt that
evening were all over the map. Excitement
over what the future would bring my way
coupled with the memories of teachers that
had invested their time and efforts to pour
knowledge and wisdom into my life flooded
me with gratitude. The camaraderie with
teammates that was fostered through all the
sporting events over the years would prove to
last a lifetime. The time to turn the page in my
book of life had come. When I finally turned
it over I found a clean, unmarked leaf that was
waiting for me to fill it with the words in the
next chapter.

We are blessed as a community to have a
class of young people graduating this year that
are special and unique in so many ways. Hav-
ing watched this group over the years it is ob-
vious that wherever they might land, that
locality will be enriched.

As we look across the landscape of our

country and see all the turmoil and division
happening before us, I find great hope in the
words of scripture. Isaiah 59:19b says,”
When the enemy comes in like a flood, The
Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard
against him.”

It is my belief that the standard God is rais-
ing up is Godly young men and women. All
around the world you can see young people
taking a stand for Christ. My hope for this
group is that they would join the ranks of
those that are speaking out for morality and
Biblical truth in the public square. Our coun-
try is in desperate need of warriors that are
willing to be a part of that standard that God
is raising up against the enemy of truth and
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Congratulations to all of our

ROOFING ° SIDING * WINDOWS * GUTTERS ° FIRE & RESTORATION « SOLAR

@info@probuiltmn.com www.probuiltmn.com

SUCCESS!

area’s graduates on a
job well done.

Best of luck to you!

CONTACT US!
O 507-200-1545

1359 BLUFF ST, DUNDAS, MN 55019
BC807868

righteousness.

Please pray for these graduates and encour-
age them in their walk. Their future is bright
and they are the hope we are passing the
torch to.

Jeremiah 29:11

“For I know the plans I have for you,” de-
clares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a fu-
ture.”
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Thomas

Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the
disciples when Jesus came. — John 20:24

4 N\

I can understand Thomas’s doubt. For whatever reason, he wasn’t with the other
disciples when Jesus first visited them after his resurrection, so he hadn’t seen Jesus
firsthand. Maybe he should have taken the disciples’ word for it when they told him
they had seen Jesus. Maybe he should have had more faith. Or maybe he was just an
untrusting sort of person. Whatever the case, Thomas said he just couldn’t believe
Jesus was alive until he saw Jesus for himself.

When Jesus came again and Thomas could see him, Jesus was patient with Thomas.
Jesus even showed Thomas what he said he needed to see in order to believe. But
Jesus also noted that all who believe without seeing him will be blessed.

Today that includes you and me. Belief without seeing is the nature of our faith most
of the time. We probably won’t see Christ in person until we join him in eternity.
Until then, though, we believe even though we have not seen.

We are called to have faith in Jesus for who he is, all he has done, and all he has
promised. We believe because others have seen, because others have witnessed, and
because their testimony is in God’s Word to us, along with all of God’s promises. We
believe because the Spirit of God guides us into the truth of God’s Word and gives us
faith (see John 16:7-15; Ephesians 2:6-10). And in believing we are blessed.

Lord, help us to believe even though we have not seen. By your Spirit, lead us to

\know the truth that brings life in you. Amen.

CANVAS CHURCH
404 Schilling Drive, Dundas
Lead Pastor: Jed McGuire ¢ www.canvaschurchmn.com
Sunday service 9:00a.m. and 10:45a.m.
YTH Wednesdays at 6:30p.m. Canvas Recovery Group meets Thursdays at 6:30p.m.

LITTLE PRAIRIE UNITED METHODIST 2980 130th St. E.
Pastor Penny Bonsell ¢ pastor@littleprairieumc.org
507-663-6150 church phone ¢ 651-503-4279 Cell
9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship; Sunday School & Nursery; Adult Group 8a.m.

Crity LicHTt CHURCH 2140 Hwy. 3 South, Northfield, MN
Pastor Pete Haase  507-645-8829 Call for service times

Lire21 CHURCH 2100 Jefferson Road (just north of Target)
Pastor Brent Bielenberg ¢ 645-7730 life21church.com
10:00a.m. Worship Experience

NORTHFIELD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH 5600 East 110th Street
Pastor Dan Runke ¢ 663-0133 ¢ northfieldefc.org
9:30 a.m. Worship; 11:00 a.m. Christian Life Classes

HOSANNA CHURCH - NORTHFIELD 205 2nd St. S., Dundas
Pastor Dean Swenson ¢ 507-664-9007 « www.hosannalc.org
Sunday: 9am & 10:45am Worship with Hosanna Kids Church ages 3-5th grade and
Child Care for ages 6wks-3years at both services
Fellowship time with refreshments between services.
Wednesday: Middle School Ministry - doors open at 5:30; programming 6-7:15;
High School Ministry - doors open at 7pm; programming 7:30-9pm

MAIN STREET MORAVIAN CHURCH 713 Division St., Northfield
Tel: 507-645-7566 « Worship Services at 10:30a.m.

GOSPEL OF LIFE FAMILY CHURCH
“PREACHING JESUS CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED”
2010 Jefferson Road, Suite A, Heritage Square

on Hwy. 3, Northfield
admin@ gospeloflifechurch.org
www.gospeloflifechurch.org
Sunday 10:30a.m.; Wednesday 6:00p.m.
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William “Bill” Wayne Nelson

William “Bill” Wayne Nelson, age 73, of
Northfield, passed
away peacefully, sur-
rounded by family,
Saturday  morning,
April 19, 2025, at his
home.

Bill was born on
October 23, 1951, in
Albert Lea, MN to
parents Harold and
Marilynn (Sunde)
Nelson. He graduated from Albert Lea High
School in 1970. Bill was an accomplished ath-
lete and sports enthusiast. In high school, Bill
was the co-captain of the Albert Lea basket-
ball and baseball teams and was named to the
all-conference teams in both sports. He also
pitched in all 3 games as Albert Lea finished
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2nd in the 1969 state baseball tournament.

After high school, Bill attended Augsburg
College where he received his BA in English.
He then started working as a teacher at
Kenyon Schools. At Augsburg, Bill was a
two-time all-conference pitcher, co-captain,
and led Augsburg to the conference champi-
onship in 1973 and runner-up in 1974. He
was also an outstanding softball player and
was a key member of the 1975 state champi-
onship team.

Bill was a major advocate of amateur
(town-team) baseball. He started playing in
1970 with Hayward, Mn. In 1974, Bill joined
the power-house team Dick’s Place from Co-
lumbia Heights. Then in 1975, Bill joined the
Dundas Dukes. He started as a player and
later as the manager. During his over 30 years
with the Dukes, Dundas won the Minnesota
state tournament 4 times (twice as a player
and twice as manager) and finished runner up
6 times. Bill was also the head baseball coach
at Carleton College from 1994 to 2005 and
was elected to the Augsburg Athletic Hall of
Fame in 1996, and to the Minnesota Amateur
Baseball Hall of Fame in 2007.

Bill married Patricia Stanton on November
16, 1990. He was loved and will be dearly

DO YOU HAVE AN
ANNOUNCEMENT?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

missed.

Bill is survived by his wife, Patricia Nelson;
children Allan (Nicole) Gill of Northfield,
Eric (Samantha) Gill of Nerstrand and
Amanda (Cam) Edmonds of Northfield;
grandchildren Sydney Gill, Dominic Gill,
Michael Strandberg and Miranda Strandberg;
brothers Bruce (Elizabeth) Nelson of The
Villages, FL, Robert of Minneapolis, Byron
(Sharon) of Lakewood WA, Greg (Sharon) of
Dayton, OH, and John (Cindy) of Rogers;
sisters and brothers-in-law Val Zweber of
Prior Lake, Loriann Stanton of Shakopee,
JoAnne (Ken) Egger of Spokane, WA,
Colleen (Leo) Skluzacek of Northfield, Billy
(Jan) Stanton of Dundas, Marcia Stanton of
Northfield, Mary Ellen (Jerry) Jirik of
Lakeville, Monica (Kevin) Lynch of North-
field, Tim (Christine) Stanton of Northfield
and Michelle (Patrick) Fox of Lakeville;
nephews and nieces Jeff and Amy, Maridee
and Mark; Eric; Jessica, Laura, Justin and
Sarah; and Erin, Emily and Sarah. He was
preceded in death by his parents; father and
mother-in-law, William and Loretta Stanton;
sisters-in-law Loretta Zweber, Donna Stan-
ton and Diane Nelson; and brothers-in-law
Donald Stanton, David Stanton and Mark
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Stanton.

Special thanks to neighbors and long-time
friends that were there for Bill in his final
journey, Rick and Pam. To his grandchildren,
Dominic and Sydney Gill, Bill helped care
for you when you were born early and
needed extra special care, thank you for the
extra special care you gave Bill, we love you.

In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred
to Dundas Baseball or Augsburg Baseball.

A dedication to rename the field at Memo-
rial Park to Bill Nelson Field will be held at
1 PM on Saturday, June 28, 2025, at Memo-
rial Park. A Celebration of Life will follow
the dedication, at the Ballpark, until 4 PM.

Arrangements are with Bierman, Benson &
Langehough Funeral Home & Crematory.
www.northfieldfuneral.com

Field Renamed to
Bill Nelson Field
at Memorial Park

(continued from page 1)

The Dundas Dukes Baseball Club is an am-
ateur baseball team located in Dundas, Minn.
The Dukes have won five state champi-
onships and have finished runner up eight
times.

A dedication to rename the field at Memo-
rial Park to Bill Nelson Field will be held at 1
PM on Saturday, June 28,2025, at Memorial
Park. A Celebration of Life for Bill Nelson
will follow the dedication, at the Ballpark,
until 4 PM.

As the team would say: “Have Fun. You’re
in the Town of Baseball.”

Sporting
Goods!

Holiday
Decor!

Camping
Goods!

Vo X A A L el Y
s RS 3 s
FIRST SALE OF THE YEARY

A Vickers Varadise
- Annual -

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND SALE
MAY 22, 23, 24 & 25 * 10:00 AM-6:00 P

7 Cannon Street West, Dundas, MN 55019

Household
Items!

Tools!

Garden!

= And so much more! New items all day, every day! =
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The
Life-Changing
Benefits of
Working at a
Christian
Summer Camp

By Emmarie Moon
Director of Discipleship
and Recruiting at Camp Victory

Every summer, my job is to convince young
adults to trade traditional internships or sea-
sonal jobs for something more meaningful:
working at a Christian summer camp. While
camps are known for offering children and
teens a place to grow in faith, friendships, and

fun, the staff behind the scenes often experi-
ence just as much—if not more— personal
and spiritual transformation. Whether you're
considering it for the first time or returning
for another summer, there are many reasons
why working at a Christian camp might be
one of the best decisions you ever make.

1. Spiritual Growth

At a Christian camp, faith is woven into the
daily routine —through morning devotionals,
chapels, small group discussions, and prayer.
As a staff member, you’re not just facilitating
these activities for campers; you're also par-
ticipating and growing spiritually alongside
them. This experience deepens your relation-
ship with God and strengthens your ability to
lead others in faith.

Being responsible for the spiritual guidance
of young campers is a humbling and forma-
tive role. You'll learn how to lead Bible stud-
ies, pray publicly, and share your testimony.
These are valuable skills that will serve you
in church, school, and future leadership posi-
tions.

2. Building Lifelong Friendships

The bonds formed at camp are often among
the strongest you'll ever make. Living and
working in close quarters with like-minded
peers—often through late nights, challenging
days, and incredible highs —creates a unique
environment for authentic connection. Many
staff members leave camp with friends who
feel like family and a support system that
lasts long after the summer ends. This is the
most common reason why staff come back to
work at Camp. They love the community.

Even after moving states and into my young
adult years, I am still friends with people 1
worked at camp with eight summers ago.
From different states, weddings, kids and
jobs, the bonds formed at camp are strong.
3. Making an Eternal Impact

Few jobs give you the opportunity to make
such a direct and lasting impact on some-
one’s life. As a counselor or staff member,
you’re a role model, mentor, and spiritual
guide to the campers in your care. Whether
it’s through a late-night conversation by the
campfire, a moment of prayer, or simply
being a consistent source of kindness and en-
couragement, your influence could help
shape a young person’s faith for life. This is
the reason many campers return to camp to
work on staff, their life was impacted by a
summer staff member and they want to give
that experience to campers too.
4. Developing Real-World Skills

Christian camps provide hands-on training
in areas like communication, conflict resolu-
tion, teamwork, time management, and
adaptability —the top 5 most sought-after
skills in the workplace. From organizing
events and leading activities to handling un-
expected situations, the job pushes you to
grow in confidence and competence. A camp
alumni and area school principal says this of
camp staff: “When you see camp experience
on an applicant’s resume you pay attention.
Camp staff are energetic problem-solvers,
and the ultimate team players. They have an
attitude of joy that comes from serving a
higher purpose. That skill set raises their ap-

plication to the top of the list.”

Plus, many camps offer certifications in
areas like first aid, lifeguarding, or ropes
course instruction, which can be valuable re-
sume additions for jobs beyond the summer.
5. A Break from the Digital World

Unlike many jobs that revolve around
screens and office spaces, working at a camp
immerses you in nature and face-to-face in-
teraction. The simplicity of camp life —free
from technology and distractions —gives you
space to reflect, connect with others, and be
fully present.

Final Thoughts

Working at a Christian summer camp is
more than just a job—it’s a calling and a jour-
ney of transformation. It challenges you,
grows you, and blesses you in ways few other
experiences can. Whether you're drawn by the
opportunity to lead, grow in your faith, or
serve others, one summer at camp could leave
an eternal mark on your life—and the lives of
others.

Got a Great
Local News Story?

Tell us about it today!

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes

My First
Mini Bike

By Terry Campbell

This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Minnesota
when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

Growing up a farm boy, I was intrigued by
anything with an engine. Tractors, combines,
swathers, skid loaders, etc. Grease and gaso-
line smelled wonderful to me. And diesel fuel
smoke was the best. So, anything that was not
foot powered had my attention. My dad had
a Harley-Davidson Type 74 before he had a
family, so maybe the idea of a two-wheeler
was in my blood.

In the 1960’s many companies made mini-
bikes. Basically, made of a leftover lawn-
mower engine and wheels. But they were fun

to zoom around on. I already had horse, but
a mini-bike didn’t require any feed when not
in use. One day I looked at the hardware flyer
from Beaver’s Hardware in Kasson, and
there was a new in box minibike for sale that
week. My father took me in and we ordered
it. I was so excited and couldn’t wait for it to
come. I had heard that some people go to the
factory to see their vehicle assembled and I
got to do the next best thing. I convinced him
to let me ride along in the truck to bring it
back.

My dad would drive a large cattle truck to
the twin cities to haul freight back to the local
retailers when he wasn’t busy farming. I
loved to ride along with him whenever I
could. He would load livestock at local farms
and deliver the cattle or hogs to the South
Saint Paul Stockyards. Next the truck box
was blasted clean with a high-volume water
hose at a truck wash. Then he would drive all
over the twin cities loading on freight for
Kasson and Rochester retailers. It was so
much fun to ride from warehouse to ware-
house getting the truck filled with huge
boxes. Every week there was a shipment
hauled back to the hardware stores in Kasson.
There was the Gambles Store, Erickson’s Our
Own Hardware and Beavers Hardware.

The shipment was rather anti-climactic. Ex-
cept for a small picture on the side, one
wouldn’t know what was inside the large
brown cardboard box. It was partially disas-
sembled and completely in a box. And we
still had to bring it home from the store and
unpack it. Once the handle bars were in-
stalled, oil added to the crankcase and fuel
tank filled, it was ready. A couple pulls on the

We'd like to extend our

sincere congratulations
to all area graduates.

Family Farming Since 1876

Northfield
507-663-0003
www.holdenfarms.com

recoil start and it roared to life.

I drove that mini bike all over the farm. In
the woods, through the creek and out to the
field. It crossed the river and went up every
hill just to prove it could be done. My dad
was quite the stickler for obeying the law and
explained that I must get off and push the
mini-bike across the highway. It wasn’t street
legal and I was expected to abide by man-
made rules. At least when he was watching,
anyway. But that smooth asphalt road was so
much better to ride on. If I looked both ways
and there was nothing approaching, I would
head right down Highway 57 to the field
drive, instead to riding down the road ditch.

Soon I learned a few things about that little
gas engine. I still have a scar on my wrist
from where I touched the exhaust pipe as I
checked the oil on a hot engine. I also dis-

covered that touching the spark plug while
the engine was running was a shocking expe-
rience. I could override the governor and that
little 3 %4 horse power engine would double
the top end speed. I would just put my foot
up and push governor over and that thing
would fly. I never thought about the little
Tecumseh engine flying apart from the high
rpm’s. Coming back down the field drive I
felt like I was flyin’.

One day I was heading back from the hog
barn and I realized too late that the electric
fence gate was closed at the driveway. I
locked up the brake and laid the mini-bike
down, sliding right under the wire. To my
amazement I came back up on two wheels
and continued on. That little blue mini-bike
gave me hours of fun as a kid.

AM innesotan:\
Mother's Day

By RosaLin Alcoser

N

May is here which means Mother’s Day
is once again upon us. I for one am looking
forward to spending time with my own
mother this Mother’s Day.

Now that we’re adults my mom generally
spends one year with me and the other
with my sister. Partly to be fair, but mainly
because we live in two different states with
Iowa in the middle. So unless one of us
travels to the other she only gets to see one
of us at a time. And she always insists on
coming to us. I think it is mainly a ploy to
get us to take her out to different ice cream
places then she has where she lives.Which
is besides the point.

These days mother’s day typically means
I take my mother out to brunch if she’s vis-
iting me or sending her something I know
she’ll enjoy if she’s with my sister. But

when I was little it meant making cards, lit-
tle tinkety things that we picked out for
mom and homemade gifts. My mom even
has a couple of the tissue paper flowers I
made for her one year.

However, every once in a while when I
was a child we would get her a nice gift.
Which often meant doing something with
my older sister or our dad getting involved.
I was probably about eight the year I de-
cided to get her a really nice gift all on my
own.

After months of saving up to buy her
something really nice.I managed to talk my
dad into taking me into town to buy mom’s
Mother’s Day gift at the JC Penny in
Rochester. Where I picked out a pair of
tiny opal earrings for her; which she still
wears every Mother’s Day.

I picked those earrings out from the jew-
elry counter at JC Penny’s. Not from one
of the display tables, from the counter. I
looked into the case and told the lady
working the counter which ones I wanted
to buy. Then I paid for them all by myself.

Those earrings cost eight year old me
about $30; which is a lot of money if
you’re an eight year-old circa 2005. But I
was so excited to give them to her, because
I bought them myself without any help
from my dad or older sister.

While taking my mom out to brunch
doesn’t have the same thrill of giving her
my first big deal gift I had bought her my-
self. I am still looking forward to getting
to spend this Mother’s Day with her.
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Spring Projects
and Wetland
Protection:
What Landowners
Need to Know

By Al Henderson,
Rice SWCD Resource Specialist

Spring is starting to make an appearance
here in Minnesota. The trees are starting to
leaf out, flowers are beginning to bloom, and
the birds are chirping! For many, spring is a
busy time to start projects around your prop-
erty, whether you’re getting ready for the crop
season, wanting to start a new construction
project, or maintaining existing projects after
the long winter months.

It is important as a landowner to know the
regulations involving your land. One of the
regulations to consider is the Wetland Con-
servation Act (WCA). The WCA was enacted

in 1991 and designed to protect wetlands in
Minnesota. Wetlands provide several benefits
to the environment including, but not limited
to, flood control, wildlife habitat, and im-
proved water quality. The protection of these
unique ecosystems is done by regulating
draining, filling, and excavating activities in
a wetland area.

While some wetland areas have long peri-
ods of standing water and aquatic vegetation,
other wetland areas aren’t as obvious. As
planting season kicks into gear, many Rice
County farmers and rural landowners are out
preparing fields, repairing tile lines, or plan-
ning new construction. But before digging,
ditching, tiling, or filling any low-lying areas,
it’s important to consider potential wetland
areas. It is a good practice to contact the Rice
Soil and Water Conservation District before
starting any earthwork on your property. Rice
SWCD Staff can help determine if a wetland
is present and offer technical assistance on
next steps for wetland permitting and appli-
cations.

Another great resource available to
landowners is the Rice County Beacon online
mapping system. By visiting the Beacon
website, you can search for the property in
question and turn on the Wetland layer under
the Water Resources Tab. Once activated, the
map will highlight potential wetland areas in
blue, giving you a visual reference of where
wetlands may exist on your land. While this
tool doesn’t provide one hundred percent ac-
curate wetland boundaries, it’s a helpful first
step in identifying areas that may require fur-
ther review. If you notice those blue wetland
areas on your property map, it’s a good idea

W Wishing This
Year’s Graduates

g Great
Happiness

& Success
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INSURANCE

600 2nd St, Kenyon MN 55946
Phone: 507-789-6366
Email: info@securityinsurancekenyon.com

Sviggum Agency

133 Main Street
Wanamingo MN 55983
Phone: 507-824-5105

Email: agent@svigguminsurance.com

...jjott’re covered!
WWWw.vsgmi.com
Security Keller Agency
Agency Kenyon 305 Main St

Nerstrand MN 55053
Phone:

507-334-6550

Northfield Agency

711 Dwiston Street S
Northfield, MN
Phone: 507-645-8861
Email: nfldins@hotmail.com

Before you dig, ditch, tile, fill, or excavate, it is important to identify the wetlands on
your property and obtain the proper permits.

to follow up with the Rice SWCD to deter-
mine if a formal wetland determination is
needed before starting any earthmoving proj-
ects.

Whether you're new to rural landownership
or have been farming for decades, under-
standing how wetlands interact with your

land is key to avoiding surprises. If you're
planning a project this spring, no matter how
small, give Rice SWCD a call. We're here to
help you stay compliant and make the most
of your land! For more information about
wetlands, visit our website at
www.riceswcd.org/wetlands.
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' CONGRAT
(o the (lads of
2025

e wish you all the best!

507-263-4488

28195 Harry Avenue
Randolph

www.arenatrailers.com

¥

‘

TO THE CLASS OF

2025/
Tires - Tires - Tires

Community Co-op Faribault can help

you with any tires you need!

Passenger, Car or Truck * Semi * Tractors * Large Equipment
Lawn Mowers * Dump Trucks * Skid Loaders * Front End Loaders

When it comes to tires, we have you covered!

Everyday Low Prices on Tires, Fuel and More
When You Stop By Community Co-op!

Proudly Serving You Since 1925

Commeanity
800-COOPOIL

-0
(800-266-7645)

Prowdly Senuing Yow Since 1925 www.fbocoop.com

9 Central Avenue
Faribault, MN 55021

(507) 334-8642

MDA Reminds
Minnesotans
to Use Pesticides
and Fertilizers
\ with Care

With the arrival of spring, many Min-
nesotans are thinking about their lawns, trees,
and gardens. Whether you do yardwork your-
self or hire a professional, the Minnesota De-
partment of Agriculture (MDA) urges the
safe use of pesticides and fertilizers on your
property by following all label directions.

Pesticide and fertilizer labels specify how
to use products safely and effectively. In
Minnesota, it is unlawful to apply products
without following label instructions. The
label is the law.

If you hire a professional lawn care
provider, do your homework. State law re-
quires pesticide applicators to be licensed by
the MDA to commercially apply pesticides
and fertilizers, including weed and feed prod-
uct. Applicators must know and understand
state and federal regulations regarding all as-
pects of pesticide and fertilizer handling, ap-
plication, and disposal to be licensed by the
MDA. The following are helpful tips for a
safe spring season.

If you hire a professional:

Professionals must be licensed by the MDA
and carry their pesticide applicator license
with them. Ask to see their license before
they start work. You can also look up license
holders on the MDA  website:

mda.state.mn.us/licensinglookup.  Search
under “Fertilizer Companies with Commer-
cial Pesticide Applicators” or “Pesticide Ap-
plicator/Manure License” with a
“Commercial Pesticide Applicator — Turf and
Ornamentals” license type.

Be cautious of people who claim their prod-
ucts are completely safe or pressure you to
sign a service contract.

Recognize posted warning flags in areas that
have been chemically treated.

Applicators are required to provide an appli-
cation record to you. Review the records, in-
cluding products used and the amounts
applied.

Be sure the applicator sweeps the sidewalks
and hard surfaces clean of any dry or granular
products.

If you do it yourself:

Read and follow all label directions.

Do not apply products in windy or adverse
weather conditions. High wind can cause
products to drift and potentially harm people,
pets, or plants.

Sweep sidewalks and hard surfaces of any
dry or granular product and reapply to the in-
tended site. Pesticides left on watertight sur-
faces easily wash into our water supply.

For more information about how to dispose
of pesticides, visit the MDA website:
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/household-
waste-pesticides

For information about applicator licenses,
call the MDA at 651-201-6615. To report un-
licensed applicators, please file a complaint
on the MDA website or call 651-201-6333.

Consumers can contact the Better Business
Bureau at www.bbb.org/us/mn and check cus-
tomer satisfaction histories for lawn care com-
panies.

“Established 1935”

Fertilizer * Seed
Soil Sampling * Chemicals

Custom Application
Field Scouting
Bulk, LP,

Gas and Diesel Fuel

Kenyon
507-789-6201

Randolph
800-657-3285

Hastings
800-349-5743

Hampton
800-225-4316
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Dangers
of Chewing
Gum

\ By Shauna Burshem, D.C.

Sun Exposure: Natural sunlight plays a
vital role in supporting overall health. Sun-
light-derived vitamin D remains in the blood-
stream two to three times longer than
supplements, making it a more effective and
sustainable way of maintaining optimal lev-
els. When the sun’s rays touch your skin, a
cascade of benefits begins. Your body pro-
duces beta-endorphins, which are natural
pain relievers and mood enhancers, helping
to reduce stress and boost mental well-being.
At the same time, sun exposure triggers the
release of nitric oxide, a compound that low-
ers blood pressure and improves circulation,
ultimately reducing the risk of heart disease.
It's amazing how something as simple as a
few minutes of sunlight can make such an im-
pact on both your mood and your body.

However, the benefits of sunlight do come
with a caveat—strategic and safe exposure is
key. Overuse of sunscreen, for example, can
block up to 97.5% of UVB rays, limiting your
body’s ability to synthesize sufficient vitamin
D. While all natural sunscreen is essential for
preventing sunburn and reducing the risk of
skin cancer, it’s important to balance its use
with safe, unprotected exposure during low-
UV hours, such as early morning or late after-
noon. Experts recommend spending around
10-20 minutes in the sun a few times a
week —just enough for your skin to kickstart
the production of vitamin D without causing
damage. Simple practices like this allow you
to reap the benefits of the sun while staying
safe.

The importance of sunlight becomes even
clearer when considering longevity. Research

shows that people who actively avoid sun-
light often have a shorter lifespan compared
to those who incorporate sensible sun expo-
sure into their routine. Sun avoidance has
been equated with the health risks of heavy
smoking, serving as a stark reminder of how
critical natural sunlight is for our bodies. Be-
yond physical health, the psychological im-
pact cannot be overstated—whether it's the
calming warmth of sunlit mornings or the
sense of renewal that comes from a sunny af-
ternoon, the sun has a way of nurturing both
body and mind.

While soaking up the sunshine does won-
ders, remember that balance is crucial.

If you're fair-skinned or live in an area with
intense sunlight, consider wearing hats or
lightweight, protective clothing to prevent
overexposure during peak UV hours. For
deeper skin tones, slightly longer exposure
may be necessary to achieve the same vita-
min D benefits. The sun isn't just a source of
light—it's a natural healer. Learning how to
use it wisely not only enhances your health
but also strengthens your connection to
something that's been a part of life since the
beginning.

Chew Gum? Recent research has revealed
that chewing gum could be far more con-
cerning than we previously thought, acting
as a significant source of microplastic expo-
sure. A study soon to be published in the
Journal of Hazardous Materials Letters
found that each piece of gum may release
hundreds to thousands of microplastic parti-
cles into our mouths during chewing, placing
it among the top contributors to microplastic
exposure in everyday life. Microplastics, de-
fined as tiny fragments of plastic smaller
than a sesame seed, are all around us—in the
water we drink, the air we breathe, and now,
potentially, in something as routine as chew-
ing gum.

The study, conducted by researchers at
UCLA, observed that both synthetic and nat-
ural gum bases can release microplastics, es-
pecially in the first eight minutes of chewing.
While the exact health implications of in-
gesting these tiny plastic particles remain un-
known, the findings highlight another
unsettling way microplastics infiltrate our
bodies. It leaves us questioning whether this
seemingly harmless habit could carry unfore-
seen consequences and sparks concern over
what else we might unknowingly ingest as
part of our everyday routines.

These findings underscore the urgent need
for closer regulation of materials used in con-

67-year-old Killed in Rice County Crash
Wasn't Wearing a Seatbelt, State Patrol Says

Courtesy of KSTP & MN State Patrol

A 67-year-old man who was killed Friday after his vehicle collided
with another on a wet road was reportedly not wearing a seatbelt.

According to the Minnesota State Patrol, Craig Eugene Johnson,
67, of Nerstrand, MN, was driving a 2014 Ford Escape in the east-
bound lanes on Highway 246 around 1:42 p.m.

A GMC Yukon, driven by a 44-year-old woman from Kenyon, MN,
was driving west on the highway when the two vehicles collided near

170th Street East.

The Minnesota State Patrol said Johnson was killed in the crash,
and the other driver received non-life-threatening injuries and was
taken to the hospital. She, according to the State Patrol, was also not wearing a seat belt.

Craig Johnson

sumer products like chewing gum, as well as
a broader discussion about microplastic pol-
lution and its pervasive role in our lives.
While the full health impact is still unclear,
studies like this remind us of the ongoing
challenge of living in a world where plastic
has become so deeply embedded in our daily
experience. It’s not just about chewing gum;
it’s about taking a step back and looking at
how intertwined plastic is with the choices
we make every day.

Chiropractic and Knee trouble: Chiroprac-
tic care for knee problems is often overlooked
yet can be incredibly effective in addressing
not just the symptoms but the underlying
causes of discomfort. When the knee func-
tions improperly, it isn't always just the knee
that’s to blame—it can stem from areas like
the hips, lower back, or even foot alignment.
Chiropractors focus on realigning the body to
promote proper joint mechanics and reduce
stress on the knee. I’ve talked to countless pa-
tients who initially thought their pain was “all
in the knee,” only to discover that subtle im-
balances elsewhere in their bodies were the
culprits.

One of my favorite aspects of chiropractic
care is its ability to provide relief without in-
vasive procedures. Techniques like gentle
manual adjustments, soft tissue therapy, and
targeted exercises work together to restore
mobility and alleviate inflammation in the
knee. I’ve seen patients walk out with smiles
after realizing they could move more freely
after months of being hindered by stiffness or
pain. What’s more, many report improved
overall posture and balance, which further re-

duces strain on the knees in their daily lives.
It’s amazing how a few adjustments can make
such a difference.

Of course, every knee problem is unique,
and that's what makes chiropractic care so
personal and effective. I’ve worked with ath-
letes recovering from ACL injuries as well as
people in their golden years simply looking to
stay mobile and active. Each plan is carefully
tailored to the individual's needs, ensuring
long-term support for their lifestyle. For me,
it’s about helping patients feel heard and cared
for while guiding them toward a better quality
of life—something that keeps me passionate
about this field every single day.

*Information and opinions expressed in this article are
those of the author and may not reflect those of The Mes-
senger.

Central AG/ASHP Tune-Up

now° 129

" Begins 5/1/25. Limited time offer. Cannot be combined with other offers. Central AC/ASHP must be in operable condition.
Additional fees will apply if equipment is not in good working order.

708 Schilling Drive N « P.O. Box 128 « Dundas, MN 55019

www.streitzheating.com
Phone: (507) 645-4040

Office is closed to walk-in. Call if you need filters or service.
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Dependent\

By Noel Aldrich, PhD, CNS
Licensed Nutritionist

L

There is a strong drive within many of us
to be able to do an activity without the assis-
tance of another. Perhaps this started when
you discovered how much more of the world
you could explore when you learned to walk,
or maybe when you learned to ride a bike
without someone holding on to you. As we
move into May, many young people will
graduate from school and take on new re-
sponsibilities and new adventures. We use
phrases like “spreading their wings” and
“gaining independence.” While it cannot be
denied that knowledge and practice lead to
new abilities, some reflection will note there
are things we are dependent on that should
not be forgotten.

Tim McNiff Weekday Mornings
www.kymnradio.net

Being dependent on something is not a sign
of weakness. Recognizing what we are de-
pendent on can give us greater clarity and
wisdom on the essentials of life. For exam-
ple, you are dependent on oxygen. We take
this for granted until we get “the wind
knocked out” of us, or when we find our-
selves in a hospital bed with an oxygen mask.
You are dependent on pure water. When you
were born, your body was 70% water. How
important that you keep pure water flowing
through so that you do not become a “stag-
nant pond” growing all kinds of unhealthy
things. The general guideline is half your
body weight in fluid ounces, so a 200 pound
individual should be drinking around 100
ounces of water a day, which is about 12
cups.

You are also dependent on vitamins and
minerals. Most of the vitamins were discov-
ered in science observations during the first
part of the 1900s. They were first described
as “vital amines” noting the vital role these
nutrients played in providing health and vi-
tality. With each vitamin there is a list of de-
ficiencies noted when the vitamin is absent
in a person’s regular diet. Deficiencies point
to our dependence on these essential nutri-
ents. When Vitamin A is absent, you may
notice night-blindness, or some kinds of skin
disorders like eczema or psoriasis. When B
vitamins are absent, you will notice mood
swings, fatigue, or mental health challenges.
When Vitamin C is absent, illness increases
and sores develop in the mouth and on the
skin. When Vitamin D is absent, illness in-
creases, weight can increase, and insomnia
can increase. These are just the beginning of
the ABCs and Ds of vitamins.

Minerals are essential for a healthy immune
response, promoting energy, and helping the
body muscles to function properly. Most

Do You
Have a
Story
Idea?

Email:

% das
essenger

das
essenger

¥

Americans do not consume enough magne-
sium each day. Magnesium is essential for
helping you to relax as well as helping the
body to produce energy. Zinc is used in more
than 300 different reactions in the body, aid-
ing the proper activation of the immune sys-
tem and helping the digestive process. lodine
is the key mineral for the hormone produced
by the thyroid that keeps your metabolism in
balance. This mineral tends to be deficient in
many clients living in the Midwest region.
Minerals and vitamins work as a team to
complete the perfectly designed function of
your body.

Knowing you are dependent on vitamins
and minerals for healthy living should help
you to consider the best way to acquire these
nutrients each day so that you can be more
independent on other activities. Will taking a
multi-vitamin or mineral tablet work best for
you? Can you identify those foods that are
the best source for these nutrients and make
sure to eat them regularly? You will note our
great grandparents were strong and lived ac-
tive lives without supplements, so getting
your nutrients from food is possible. In
today’s world of convenience foods and fast
eating, the nutrient value has significantly de-
clined requiring us to take a closer look at the
sources of our food.

If you choose to take vitamin supplements
to help maintain a healthy life, make sure to
identify a quality supplement that obtains its
vitamins from fruits and vegetables. There
should be ingredients listed that mention
fruits and vegetables on the nutrition label.
A simple test on the quality of the supplement
is to place a tablet in a glass of water and re-
turn one hour later. If the tablet has fallen
apart in the water then it is a tablet your body
can easily absorb. If the tablet has not fallen
apart and remains whole there is a chance you
are not getting any nutrients from that vita-
min.

I am available to review your questions
about supplements, testing, and food plans.
Contact me to discuss your health goals for
the coming year. I can help you realize
greater health freedom in 2025. You can con-
tact me at nutritionproportion@ gmail.com, or
check out my website at www.nutritionpro-

portion.net

*Information and opinions expressed in this article are
those of the author and may not reflect those of The Mes-
senger.

DON’T LET HEARING PROBLEMS
SLOW YOU DOWN!

Call today for your FREE,
No Pressure, No Obligation Consultation

Jayne Bongers Owner/MN, Certified

507-412-9813

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

1575 20th St. NW
Faribault, MN 55021

100S. 4th St.
Cannon Falls, MN 55009

1605 Main St.
Zumbrota, MN 55992
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Public Health Spotlight
Rabies Prevention and Control

By Tammy Fiedler, BSN, RN, PHN
& Dr. Sarah Fries, DVM
Rabies is a fatal neurologic disease caused by
infection with Rabies Lyssavirus. In the U.S.,
people can be exposed to rabies by coming into
contact with wild animals carrying the virus or
through their pets, if the pet has encountered a
rabid animal. All warm-blooded animals and
humans of all ages are susceptible to rabies. Rabies infection is
transmitted by the saliva from a bite of an infected animal, by
aerosol (inhaled) in caves populated by bats, and rarely from the scratch of an infected an-
imal. People who are exposed to rabies should seek medical care immediately.

In the United States, cats are the domestic species most frequently reported to be rabid,
with 200 to 300 cases per year. Worldwide, dogs are the predominant domestic animal
to be infected by rabies. Wildlife is the main source of human infection in developed
countries. Common carriers in the U.S. include raccoons, skunks, bats, and foxes. The
best way to avoid rabies in the U.S. is to keep your distance from wildlife. Never approach
injured animals; instead, contact animal control for assistance.

Pet owners can lower their risk by keeping pets up to date on rabies vaccines. For cats
and dogs, the first rabies vaccine is given at 16 weeks of age. The rabies vaccine is then
repeated one year later. After these first two rabies vaccines, dogs and cats are usually
vaccinated for rabies every two to three years. Large animals can also be vaccinated for
rabies. To reduce risk of rabies exposure, keep your pets away from wild animals and un-
familiar pets as much as possible. Pets that are exposed are quarantined for ten days to
six months or euthanized and sent for testing. Testing to detect rabies infection is always
done post-mortem. If you have questions regarding rabies exposure and your pet, call
your veterinarian.

If you suspect you have been exposed to rabies or if you have been bitten or scratched
by an animal, wash the wound immediately with soap and water, then call your health care
provider. You must wash and seek medical help right away. Mammals infected with ra-
bies typically die with 10 days of onset of clinical signs. Your healthcare provider will
be able to guide you on whether you need treatment. The treatment after rabies exposure
is called post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP). This treatment is highly effective if it's given
as soon as possible after exposure. Delaying PEP can lead to an untreatable rabies infec-
tion and death.

Celebrating Mo,

Gloss of 2025

Wou've set a gieat example for
tomorrow’s graduates
with your haiel worlk and perseveranes,
and we hope you're a3
proud of your accomplishment
A8 We are,

STRESE’S
TREE SERVICE, INC.

12312 110th St. E., Dennison, MN 55018
PHONE: COLE 507-298-1005

Email: cole@streses.com
Fax: 507-645-6066

Best wishes to all of this year’s
outstanding graduates!
We hope your big day is wonderful in every way.

¢ Our Services Include:
Personal Banking: Ag Lending, Personal Checking,
Ready Reserve, Personal Savings, iHelp Student Loans,
Safe Deposit Boxes, Personal Loans, Mortgages, Construction Loans

Business Banking: Business Checking, Business Savings,
Business Financing, Night Deposit, Teleserv (24 Hr. Phone Banking),
Internet Banking, Direct Deposit, ACH Processing

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU!

We're local, qualified and ready to help you achieve your dreams!

www.lccbank.com
Nerstrand Lobby Hours: 9am-2pm M-F

The Best Is Yet To Come

313 Main Street » (507) 333-2500 Member (AN
- ATM AVAILABLE AT PARKSIDE - FDIC =

nnnnnnn
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Keep up the great work as you set your sights
on your next goal.

Congratulations, and best wishes to all of this year’s graduates!

Northfield Office 507-645-4441
1605 Heritage Drive, Northfield, MN 55057
www.crb.bank
Member FDIC

Mark Your )
Calendar for
Dennison Days

June 20 & 21
N

(continued from page 1)

The Gopher State Garden
Tractor Pullers will return to
Main Street Friday evening in
Dennison, hosted by 625 Bar
& Grill. More information is
available at www.gsgtp.com.

Following the Pull, 625 will host live music
from Andy Tackett.

A full schedule of events will take place
Saturday. Kicking off the days will be the an-
nual pancake breakfast, hosted by the Ner-
strand Fire Department and Dennison
Church. The Farmers Market is scheduled to
return along with The Classic Car Show.

Trophies will be awarded for the Car Show
at 1 PM.

Euchre will take place at The Fireside at
8:30. New this year is a Scavenger Hunt at
9 AM. Those wishing to participate should
sign up at the Mainstreet Tent to learn about
the search area. The First person to find the
treasure will win $100.00.

The Antique Tractor Pull begins on the hill
at 10 AM. The Cow milking Contest hosted
by Flom Dairy will be at 10 AM downtown.

The Kids Pedal Pull will take place at 11

Andy Tackett will perform during Denni-
son Days Friday, June 20th at 625 Bar &
Grill

AM, and Kids Bingo under the tent will be at
noon. A kickball tournament will be at Noon
in the city park area. The kids carnival will be
from 1-3 PM, with the parade on mainstreet
at 1:30. Be a part of the parade! Best Parade
entry can will $100.00 A Bags tournament
will start at 2:30 hosted by 625 Bar & Grill.

Other activities on the afternoon calendar in-
clude Purse & Gift Card Bingo at 4 pm, a Pie
Eating Contest, with a $250.00 prize at 6 pm.

The Keg Toss returns at 6:30 across from
Fireside, and the day rouonds out with local
musicans, RUSS FRANEK and THE BIS-
CUITS playing entertaining for the evening.
A Full Schedule is available at www.den-
nisondays.org.

Also watch for any updates on the website
and on Facebook!

GET A GREAT DEAL ON A USED VEHICLE AT CARTIME

Quality Used Cars! Financing Available!

2013 SUBARU
IMPREZA
SPORT
REMIUM 2.0i

2016 DODGE
GRAND
CARAVAN

Black, AWD,
122,112 miles

#10597X

97,708 miles

#10574X

Gray, 3.6L V-6, FWD,

2018
FORD
ESCAPE

Gray, 4WD, 1.51,
108,958 miles

#10551X

LWB w/180 degree rear door,
white, 2.5 4 cylinder, FWD,

100,007 miles
#10555X

#10601X

AWD, gray, cloth interior,
2.5L 4 cylinder, 80,841 miles

TOYOTA

I

7 passenger, AWD, silver,
cloth interior, 3.5L V-6,
112,176 miles

#10458X

SIENNA LE

FULL SERVICE CENTER

SHOCKS -

BRAKES  TIRES « BATTERIES

ROUTINE MAINTENANCE

403 STAFFORD RD, DUNDAS <« SALES 507-664-3812 « 507-645-8636

STANDARD OIL CHANGE

INCLUDES UP TO 5 QTS OF SYNTHETIC BLEND
OILAND FILTER, PLUS TAX
AND ENVIRONMENTAL DISPOSAL FEE $3.99

329.88 Expiration Date: 5/31/25

SOME VEHICLES EXTRA (DIESEL, FULL SYNTHETIC)

CARTIME AUTO CENTER

403 Stafford Rd, Dundas, 507-664-3812
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We hope your future holds adventure,
opportunity and great experiences!

We wish you much success
and a very bright future.

FrandsenBank.com
Dundas | 507.645.8825 | Member FDIC

Rice County Steam & Gas Engines, Inc.
Inwites Youw To (Jur Annual

1
1
FREE "~
N
< ADMISSION £

a Held Rain
- or Shme

WW

‘/')lw"‘ |r

UL

hr \ AVl W {

' SATURDAY MAY 24 & SIINI"\Y MAY 25 2025
(3135 BonIy ST300 & G55 SIUIIINGS

11988 Faribault Blvd * Dundas, MN 55019 (Located 3/4 mile South of Cty. Rd. 20 on Highway 3)

Annual Swap Meet & Flea Market * Consignment Auction 9am Saturday

S.E.A.T.P. Tractor Pull 9am Sunday * Miniature Railroad Train Rides
SWAP MEET & FLEA MARKET

$40 - Indoor Space (10'x107)

SET UP 8AM-8PM, FRIDAY ONLY
Sale of firearms is prohibited

FLEA MARKET CONTACT:
Sandy Bouillez 507-581-6223

Early Registration:
Mail your name, address, phone number, MN
Tax ID# and space rent
RCSGE, Inc.
Attn: Flea Market
PO Box 76
DUNDAS, MN 55019

General Information Contacts:
Bill Becker 507-581-1225
Jeremy Sevcik 507-403-1614
Carmen Sevcik 507-649-0352

www.ricecountysteamandgas.com

SATURDAY
$30 - Outdoor Space (30'x30’)

CONS' G NMENT AUCT' ON Fundraiser
Bring your items to sell
Thursday afternoon (May 22nd), Friday all day (May 23rd)
All commissions will be donated to the Club.
AUCTIONEER: LARRY VALEK 612-978-6901 TO CONSIGN
www.valekauctions.com

SUNDAY
S.E.A.T.P. TRACTOR PULL
Registration opens 7:00AM « $20 per hook to pull tractor
Tractor Pull contact Steve Nelson 612-366-5461

Miniature Railroad Train Rides Saturday and Sunday
No charge, but donations welcome
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Gopher State | LIVE MUSIC
Garden
Tractor

RAIN OR
SHINE

SATURDAY
FOOD STANDS
OPEN AT 11AM!

SATURDAY, JUNE 21

presents
Russ Franek
& The Biscuits

7:00PM-Midnight
©000000000000000000000000

Saturday Schedule of Events

A" Y(Ill l}an Eal Pancakﬂ Brealﬂas‘ Under Mainstreet tent. Hosted by Nerstrand-Dennison Fire Dept., and Dennison Community Church.
$12 for adults, $5 for kids 12 & under, 3 & under FREE. Includes pancakes, eggs, sausage, coffee, juice, milk

ANDY TACKETT

All You Can Eat
PANGAKE BREAKFAST

Includes Pancakes, Eggs, Sausage
& Beverages

SATURDAY, JUNE 21
8:00 AM to 11:00 AM

SATURDAY, JUNE 21

GLASSIC CAR SHOW
8:00 AM

Trophies at 1:00 PM

ANTIQUE TRACTOR PULL
10:00 AM

SATURDAY, JUNE 21
KIDS PEDAL
TRAGTOR PULL
11:00 AM

8a.m Farmers Market Downtown BE IN THE Pnn nnE
Gitywide Garage Sales
GIaSSI(: l}al‘ Sllow on Mams‘ree‘ Presented by Clutchmen Car Club. Registration $10. Trophies at 1p.m. Contact Jason Aldorfer 612-203-4172 snT“nnnv at 1:30 PM!
8:30a.m. Elll:llre at Firesille lllllnge For information, contact Jen Eggum 507-649-0602 A Kiddie Parade
9:00a.m. sca"enger IIIIIII = 8100 Gasll Pl'ize! Meet and sign up at the tent. Hunt will begin at 9am. Leads Off Maln Parade
- _ . (Ages 12 & under)
10a.m. Anlllllle Tractor Pull Begms on the Hill Sign up begins at 8:30a.m. i 2.00 S in'S
Cow MiII(in!I Contest vain Street, hosted by David Flom Dairy gn up at 12:00 p.m. O-Ilm Main Street
i Food Stands Open $100.00 Prize for
Kids Pedal Tractor Pull on Mainstreet (At Mainstreet intersection) sign up begins at 10:30a.m. Best Parade Entry!
Noon Kids Bin!lo Under the tent. Presented by Dennison Lions. Ages 3-11 Call 507-645-9992
Kickhall Tournament Hosted by 625 Bar & Grill. Sign up at 625 Bar & Gl
1oopm.  Car Show Trophies Awarded Dennison Lions Club
rapm  Kids Carnival DENNISON DAYS
1apm.  Parade Downtown - A Kiddie Parade Leads Off Main PArade sge 12 2 uncen RAFFLE
$100.00 Prize for Best Parade ENtry! sign up at Noon. South Mainstrest. Call 507-645-9992 1st Prize: 500 Cash
2:30p.m. 625 Bar & Grill Bags Tournament - Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 3rd PIace! sign up at 625 or call 507-782-9061 2nd Prize: $200 Cash
4:00p.m. Purse & Gift Gard Bingll Presented by Dennison Lions & Fireside Lounge 3rd Prize: $1 00 CaSh
6:00p.m. Pie Ealillg Gonlesl - 3250 Bash Prile! Under the tent. Sign up at 625 Bar & Girill 4th Prlze' $5O CaSh
_ Drawing held at 9:00p.m. at the
6:30p.m. Keg Toss - $150 Gash Prize! across from Fireside Lounge Fireside Lounge
l_ M - n F l( TII B_ _I W Need not bgl p;esem to win. ‘
. R - ) , ! 0 : .
7:00p.m.-12a.m. LIV@ VIUSIC - KUSS FIANEK & IN€ BISCUILS 15+ event. No Cover Charge. 21 to drink. Ninner is responsible for any taxes or fees.
Presented by ProBuilt Construction and Fireside Lounge & Supper Club CHARITABLE GAMBLING PERMIT #2762
We Thank All Of Our Sponsors & Supporters
625 Bar & Grill Castle Rock Bank Dennison Tire & Repair GVF Herefords - Dennison Lake Country Bank Paul’s Plumbing Syngenta
Ag Partners CFS Dohman Concrete Enterprises Held Bus Mainstreet Messenger Pro Built Construction Tatge Jewelry
Alan D. King Construction City of Dennison Farmers Mill Heritage Bank Merchants Bank River Country Coop Taylor Truck Lines
Big R Service Center Clutchmen Car Club Firehouse Liquor Holden Farms Midwest Machinery Co. - John Deere River Road Repair Traxler Power & Equipment
Brekken Farms and Trucking College City Beverage - Budweiser Fireside Lounge & Supper Club How-Flat Farms, Tim Howie Nerstrand Agri Center Security State Bank Kenyon Wood Doc Construction - Emery Maher
Bryan Eggum Dekalb Community Resource Bank Flom Dairy IMS Contracting Nerstrand Fire Dept. Severs Appraisal
CannonBelles Cub Foods Flom Disposal Interstate Lumber - Cannon Falls Nerstrand Meats Specialized Floor Coverings If we missed your name, please accept
Cannon Falls Beacon D & S Sign Flom Septic Kenyon Ace Hardware Nest Woodworking Streitz Heating & Cooling our apology.
Cannon Falls Trailer Sales Dennison Community Church Frandsen Bank Kenyon Veterinary Clinic Northfield Lines Strese Tree Service Your support is appreciated.
Cannon Tackle Supply Dennison Depot Garner’s Upholstery Kenyon VFW Northfield Retirement Center Sviggum Insurance
Capital Construction Dennison Meat Locker Geno Peterson KYMN 95.1 Parkside General Store - Nerstrand Sweet Shibui Photography
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WHY CHOOSE US?

At ProBuilt Construction, we were founded on the belief that homeowners
deserve better - better quality, better service, and a better experience.

Following a FREE AND THOROUGH EVALUATION
our expert project managers and craftsmen will bring your vision
to life, enhancing your home’s curb appeal.

PROUDLY SERVING GOODHUE, DODGE, RICE, DAKOTA, OLMSTED, STEELE AND WABASHA COUNTIES

CONTACT US!
www.probuiltmn.com

O 507-200-1545
@ info@probuiltmn.com

STEVE KING

1359 BLUFF ST, DUNDAS, MN 55019 BC807868 612-698-9547

JEFF AMY
507-363-3652

TIGE WALKER
507-323-0319
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SMIF Announces\
Benya Kraus
as next
President

& CEO

N

OWATONNA, Minn — Southern Minnesota
Initiative Foundation (SMIF) is proud to an-
nounce the appointment of Benya Kraus as its
next President and CEQO, effective June 16,
2025. Benya succeeds Tim Penny, who has
served the Foundation with distinction for
nearly two decades.

A nationally recognized rural leader and so-
cial entrepreneur, Benya brings a deep per-
sonal commitment to southern Minnesota and
a career defined by advancing rural vitality
across the country. As part of a sixth-genera-
tion family native to Waseca County, she em-
bodies what it means to choose to live and
work in rural Minnesota as a powerful, inten-
tional commitment to community and oppor-
tunity.

“Benya represents not just the future of
SMIF, but the future of rural philanthropy
across Minnesota and beyond,” said Shawn
Vogt Sween, SMIF Board Chair. “She brings
an extraordinary combination of vision, hu-
mility, operational excellence, and a deep per-
sonal tie to our region. We could not be more

excited for this next chapter.”

Benya most recently served as Network
Advancement Director at Resource Rural,
supporting a national portfolio of rural devel-
opment organizations in securing nearly
$300 million in federal and state grants over
the last year. She previously co-founded and
scaled Lead For America, a nationwide non-
profit investing in emerging rural leaders,
and led strategic partnerships that secured
over $60 million for broadband expansion,
early childhood initiatives, and small-town
revitalization projects. She holds an MBA
from the University of Chicago Booth School
of Business with concentrations in finance
and entrepreneurship.

Reflecting on her new role, Benya shared,
“SMIF has built deep roots by investing in
entrepreneurs, supporting young children and
families, and strengthening the communities
that define this region. I am excited to listen,
to learn, and to help plant the seeds for an
even stronger future — one rooted in belong-
ing, innovation, and possibility for all who
choose this beautiful region as their home.”

Later this summer, Benya and Tim will em-
bark on a listening and relationship-building
tour across SMIF’s 20-county region. This
series of community conversations and sto-
rytelling sessions will spotlight the energy,
innovation, and leadership thriving across
southern Minnesota. The tour will celebrate
how rural philanthropy, through SMIF and
the broader Minnesota Initiative Foundation
network, is helping to shape the future of
Greater Minnesota.

“Southern Minnesota’s future is bright be-
cause of leaders like Benya,” said Tim. “The
next generation of leadership is going to de-

fine the success of this region. Now, as I step
into retirement, I am excited to turn this im-
portant role over to Benya who carries the
same deep commitment to strengthening our
rural places.”

SMIF’s President & CEO search was con-
ducted by Ballinger | Leafblad, an executive
search firm dedicated to serving the civic
sector, partnering with foundations and non-
profits to identify and recruit exceptional
leaders.

About Southern Minnesota Initiative
Foundation
Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation

(SMIF) is a donor-supported foundation in-
vesting for economic growth and community
vitality in the 20 counties of south central and
southeastern Minnesota. Since 1986, SMIF
has invested more than $170 million in the re-
gion, supporting entrepreneurship, early
childhood development, and community vi-
tality initiatives. SMIF is part of the Min-
nesota Initiative Foundations, a nationally
recognized model for rural philanthropy and
regional development. Learn more at
www.smifoundation.org.

Traveling through Nerstrand? We’'re on your way! \W
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RANDY’S
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PIZZAS

Locally Made
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Forget Something? Yes, We Have That Too...

Automotive Supplies ¢« Minnesota Lottery « Camping Supplies « Greeting Cards
Ice ¢ Firewood ¢ Propane Exchange ¢ Milk ¢ Bread ¢ Hardware ¢ Pop < Snacks

Plus - Select School Supplies!

" Parkside General Store

~ Gas & Groceries ~
“The Little Store with More!”

Monday-Friday 6am-8pm
Saturday-Sunday 7am-7pm
230 Main St, Nerstrand
507-332-8626
parksidenerstrand@gmail.com
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DUNDAS DUKES

2025 SCHEDULE

Sun, May 4
Sun, May 11

Sun, May 18

Fri, May 23
Mon, May 26
Fri, May 30
Sun, June 1

Wed, June 4
Fri, June 6
Sun, June 8
Wed, June 11
Fri, June 13

Sun, June 15
Wed, June 18
Fri, June 20

Sun, June 22

Wed, June 25
Fri, June 27
Sun, June 29
Fri, July 4
Sun, July 6
Wed, July 9
Fri, July 11

Sun, July 13
Fri, July 18
Sun, July 20
Wed, July 23
Fri, July 25
Sun, July 27

SPONSORED BY

at Cannon Falls Bears
Red Wing Aces

St. Paul Hops

Cannon Falls Bears
at Northfield Knights
Elko Express
Baseball 365

Highland Park Beavers
Crystal Cowboys

at St. Patrick

Faribault Lakers
Hastings Hawks

Miesville Mudhens
Hampton Cardinals
Stewartville-Racine Sharks

New Market Muskies

Lyon’s Pub Warriors
at Hastings Hawks

at Miesville Mudhens
Northfield Knights
at Red Wing Aces

St. Paul Mudhens
Rochester Royals

at Hampton Cardinals
St. Patrick Irish

at Elko Express

Metro Knights

at Rochester Royals

at New Market Muskies

Cannon Falls 2 p.m.

Home 2 p.m.
Home 2 p.m.
Home 7:30 p.m.
Northfield 2 p.m.
Home 7:30 p.m.
Home 2 p.m.
Home 7:30 p.m.
Home 7:30 p.m.
St. Patrick 2 p.m.
Home 7:30 p.m.
Home 7:30 p.m.
Home 2 p.m.
Home 7:30 p.m.
Home 7:30 p.m.
Home 2 p.m.
Home 7:30 p.m.
Hastings 7:30 p.m.
Miesville 2 p.m.
Home 2 p.m.
Red Wing 2 p.m.
Home 7:30 pm.
Home 7:30 p.m.
Hampton 2 p.m.
Home 7:30 p.m.
Elko 2 p.m.
Home 7:30 p.m.
Rochester  7:30 p.m.

New Market 2 p.m.

Pocket Schedule Day,

Presented by Firehouse Liquor
Schedule Poster Day,

Presented by Dawn’s Corner Bar
90’s Night Presented by Budweiser

Presented by Streitz Heating and Cooling
Camping Day, Presented by Scouting America
Troups 313 and Pack 300

Yard Games Presented by Applebee’s Northfield

Presented by Complete Chiropractic

Presented by Keith Pumper Plumbing

and Heating

Presented by Merchant’s Bank

Presented by Blesener’s Quality Exteriors
Presented by Re Max Advantage Plus

Mary Jo Winter

Reading Day,

Presented by Northfield Public Library

Orange Night, Presented by Dundas Paint Center

Street Dance Night
Presented by the L&M Bar and Grill

80’s Night, Presented by Baird Koenig Jones

Locally Owned Since 1983

then it must be Firehouse

Hwy. 3 South, Dundas
645-5717

If it's Selection, Value, and Service,

DUNDAS

507.645.8825
Member FDIC

708 Schilling Drive N
P.O. Box 128 Dundas, MN 55019

www.streitzheating.com
Phone: (507) 645-4040

Northfield 507-645-4441
Cannon Falls 507-263-3624
Faribault 507-334-2201
www.crb.bank

Member FDIC

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN
Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM
Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM-2:30 PM
Ban (pen fater
507-645-9992 « www.firesidelounge.net

2
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Ask
A Trooper

By Sgt. Troy Christianson,
Minnesota State Patrol

-

Question: Are trailer hitch load extenders
legal? Occasionally I haul some lumber that
sticks out beyond my tailgate and would like
to know if I can use this.

Answer: Yes you can. Note that when the
load upon any vehicle extends to the rear four
feet or more beyond the bed or body of such
vehicle there are some requirements. At the
extreme rear end of such load a red, yellow

<§§§§-‘gééz?

DO YOU HAVE
A STORY IDEA?

E-mail:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

or orange flag or cloth not less than 16 inches
square shall be displayed.

At the times when lighted lamps on vehi-
cles are required, a red light or lantern plainly
visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to
the sides and rear shall be in addition to the
rear light required upon every vehicle.

Another good reminder is to always make
sure any and all items you are transporting
are properly secured.

Question: The other day I came across a
railroad crossing sign with the word “EX-
EMPT?” placed on it. What is that all about?

Answer: An X-shaped sign identifies a rail-
road crossing. If there is more than one track,
a sign below the crossbuck indicates the
number of tracks.

Warning signs, pavement markings, gates
and flashing red lights are positioned at most
railroad crossings. Pavement markings in-
clude a stop line, an “X,” and the letters
“RR” painted on the pavement in front of the
crossing.

An "exempt" sign means that bus and truck
drivers, who are usually required to stop at
railroad crossings, may proceed without stop-
ping. However, drivers still need to look in
both directions for trains.

Question: In one day, Monday I had three
incidents where cars did not yield right of
way when they had a flashing left turn
arrow. I have observed several other inci-
dents involving other drives as well. It seems
of late people seem to think the flashing
arrow gives them the right of way.

Answer: A flashing yellow light or arrow
means “caution.” Proceed through the inter-
section with caution. Yield the right of way to

-

COOPERATIVE
*:

“Established 1935”

Fertilizer ¢ Seed ° Soil Sampling
Chemicals * Custom Application
Field Scouting
Bulk, LP, Gas and Diesel Fuel

Kenyon 507-789-6201

Randolph 800-657-3285

of

conGRiT

May your hard work and education
open the door to a world of
new opportunities and success!

RIVER COUNTRY

Hastings 800-349-5743

Hampton 800-225-4316

2025

A.I |ONS

vehicles and pedestrians already in the inter-
section. If you are turning left or making a U-
turn, you must yield to oncoming vehicles
that are close enough to be an immediate haz-
ard.

You can avoid a ticket — and a crash — if
you simply buckle up, drive at safe speeds,
pay attention and always drive sober. Help
us drive Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths.

If you have any questions concerning traffic
related laws or issues in Minnesota send your
questions to Sgt. Troy Christianson — Min-
nesota State Patrol at 2900 48th Street NW,
Rochester MN 55901-5848. (Or reach him

at, Troy.Christianson @state.mn.us)

Stay Focused: Share the Road Safely

Distracted driving is dangerous for everyone — especially mo-
torcyclists, who are harder to see. Drivers: Even a quick look at
your phone can mean missing a motorcycle or not stopping in
time. Motorcyclists: Distractions make it harder to react to driv-
ers who don’t see you. These tips will help riders and motorists
safely share the road and prevent deadly crashes.

Drivers:
Look twice before turning or changing lanes — motorcycles can be hard
to spot.
Avoid distractions like phones, food or adjusting controls. Stay focused.
Give space — allow at least 3 seconds of following distance.
Check blind spots carefully before merging or switching lanes.
Use your signals and be predictable on the road.
Motorcyclists:
Stay alert — assume drivers may not see you.
Wear full protective gear, including a DOT-approved helmet.
Avoid distractions — don’t use phones or other devices while riding.
Ride sober and keep your speed in check.
Be visible — use lights, wear bright clothing and ride defensively.
We all share the road. Let’s make sure we’re sharing it distraction-free.
Together, we can drive Minnesota toward zero deaths.
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Minnesota \
Office of Cannabis
Management
Announces Date
for Cannabis
License Application
Lotteries

Lotteries for social equity
and general applicants
set for June 5

ST. PAUL, MINN. — The Minnesota Office
of Cannabis Management (OCM) announced
it will hold license application lotteries on
June 5 for social equity and general applicants
for three license types critical to establishing
the supply chain in the state’s emerging adult-
use market: cannabis cultivator, cannabis
manufacturer, and cannabis mezzobusiness.
The office will also hold a lottery for social
equity applicants (SEAs) applying for a
cannabis retailer license on June 5, preserving
some of the advantages to SEAs envisioned
in legislation. A lottery for general applicants
for the cannabis retailer license —which in-
cludes a second chance for social equity ap-
plicants not selected in the first lottery —will
follow this summer.

“The office has prioritized the review of ap-
plications for the license types necessary to
successfully stage the market,” said OCM In-

terim Director Eric Taubel. “Today's an-
nouncement reflects the office's goal to li-
cense the supply chain from the starting
points in order to foster an equitable cannabis
market that prioritizes public health and
safety, consumer confidence, and market in-
tegrity.”

The lotteries mark a significant milestone
in the state’s work to launch a legal adult-use
cannabis industry that is expected to mature
over the next several years. In order to qual-
ify for the lottery, each application was rigor-
ously reviewed to ensure consistency with
statutory requirements and baseline standards
of readiness. In reviewing applications, OCM
assigned half of its reviewers to focus on the
four license types limited in quantity by state
statute, prioritizing those essential to building
up the cannabis supply chain—cultivator,
manufacturer, and mezzobusiness—followed
closely by retailers.

The other half of reviewers focused on li-
cense types available in unlimited quantities,
beginning with testing facilities — another
type essential to the launch of the state’s
cannabis market. They then turned to appli-
cations for microbusiness and medical
cannabis combination businesses to support
cultivation capacity and continuity of access
to medicine for medical patients. Finally, re-
viewers will focus on cannabis wholesaler,
transporter, and delivery service license
types, which represent downstream market
services. Applications for cannabis event or-
ganizers and lower-potency hemp edible
manufacturers and retailers will follow later
this year.

“In the coming weeks, more and more ap-

plicants will be notified that they are advanc-
ing to the application lotteries. They will
soon join the hundreds of qualified social eq-
uity applicants who are already deep in the
process of completing application require-
ments,” said Jess Jackson, OCM’s director
of social equity. “It’s exciting to see the en-
trepreneurial spirit of our applicants as they
get closer to having a license in hand and
prepare to open their doors for business.”
Following the lotteries

The license application lotteries will be
livestreamed for members of the public and
the media via the office’s YouTube Chan-

nel: youtube.com/@MNCannabisManage-
ment. Results will be posted to OCM’s web-
site and shared with applicants after
completion. OCM is partnering with Smart-
play International, Inc., a recognized leader in
digital lottery drawing systems, and Baker
Tilly, an advisory tax and assurance firm, to
conduct the lotteries. Both vendors have con-
ducted cannabis license lotteries in other
states. OCM has also engaged idream.tv Lo-
cation Images, a local provider of video pro-
duction and video streaming services, to assist
in managing the lottery livestream on June 5.
For more information, visit mn.gov/ocm.

families whose hard work puts

Place your ad in the June issue of The Messenger

Join us in recognizing the
dedicated dairy producers and

nutritious and delicious
dairy products on our tables.

Call 507-649-3327
or e-mail: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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CANNON VALLEY FAIR - JULY 3-6, 2029

Cannon Falls, Minnesota

FFA KIDDIE BARNYARD » CHALK THE WALL ~ VIDEO GAME TRAILER » ALFY’S WORLD OF ROBOTIC PUPPETS
KIDS PEDAL PULL ~ BULL RIDING, BARREL RACING & BRONC RIDING ~ HARNESS HORSE RACING
MN RADZOO » AUTO CROSS » DR. STREET MAGICIAN ~ DEMOLITION DERBY
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Phased Closure\

of Minnesota
Correctional
Facility-
_ Stillwater

St. Paul, MN: Legislative Leaders along
with Governor Walz have agreed to a phased
closure of MCF-Stillwater to consolidate the
state’s prison facilities to enhance the DOC’s
economic efficiency, to end state investments
into the crumbling infrastructure at MCF-
Stillwater, and to minimize the ongoing health
and safety concerns the facility presents to
both staff and the incarcerated population.

For years, lawmakers have discussed and
heard testimony from community advocates,
formerly incarcerated people, and DOC staff,
including union leaders, on the hazardous
conditions at MCF-Stillwater. Ensuring the
health and safety of staff and incarcerated in-
dividuals and practicing good stewardship of
taxpayer dollars are primary factors in the de-
cision.

Share Your Good News

with the Community!

Submit your engagement,
wedding or birth announcement
Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

MCEF-Stillwater was built 1914 and is the
second oldest facility in Minnesota. Despite
the dedicated efforts of staff, the prison is
long past its useful life. The deferred mainte-
nance needs at the facility are currently esti-
mated at $180 million and fully modernizing
or replacing the facility on site has an esti-
mated cost of $1.3 billion. This legislative
decision enables the decommissioning of an
outdated institution and supports the state's
goal of maintaining a modern, safe, and cost-
effective correctional infrastructure while
aligning fiscal resources with budgetary pri-
orities.

The closure of Stillwater is expected to
occur over the next four years, with full de-
commissioning anticipated in FY2029. Over
time, this phased closure will result in annual
state savings of more than $40 million.

The decision reflects recognition of the un-
sustainable condition of the Stillwater facil-
ity. Consolidating the state’s prison system
makes sound economic sense. Each correc-
tional facility requires a wide range of oper-
ational resources. Reducing Minnesota’s
correctional facility footprint decreases the
need to replicate the purchase and replace-
ment of the facility security systems and
basic operational equipment, such as com-
mercial food service equipment, office fur-
niture, and maintenance equipment like
tools, lawn mowers, and snow removal ma-
chinery.

“This is a moment of real change for our
agency,” said Paul Schnell, Commissioner of
the Department of Corrections. “We fully
recognize the impact this decision will have
on both the lives and careers of the Stillwater
staff and on the incarcerated people for

whom Stillwater has been home for years or

even decades. We will be open and honest

with staff and the incarcerated population

throughout the implementation,” he added.
A Two-Phase Closure Plan

To implement and manage planned closure,
the Minnesota Department of Corrections
(DOC) is planning a two-phase approach to
first reduce operations at MCF-Stillwater,
followed by step-down to full closure of the
site. This strategy will maintain critical serv-
ice options at the Stillwater facility while still
achieving significant cost savings and main-
taining safety throughout the system.

Phase 1: Reduced Operations

Upon passage of the public safety omnibus
bill, DOC leadership will initiate steps to
begin a reduction of the population and oper-
ational footprint at MCF-Stillwater over sev-
eral months. Approximately half of the
incarcerated population will be transferred to
one of the DOC’s other nine male facilities,
with several living units remaining at Still-
water during this period.

Staffing will be reduced proportionally. The
DOC will explore various mechanisms to
transfer staff to other positions, but a reduc-
tion in staffing is expected. The DOC will
work closely with labor unions to ensure that
the staff impact is as minimal as possible.

During Phase 1, the DOC will launch
two critical studies:

A management study to guide operations,

staff logistics, and community considerations.
The study will assess and provide recommen-
dations for the operational processes involved
in permanently vacating MCF-Stillwater. Key
areas of focus will include labor management,
logistics for transferring incarcerated individ-
uals, community impacts, and an analysis of
the states future need for prison bed space.

A decommissioning study to plan the long-
term future of the Stillwater site. This study
will explore options for decommissioning the
facility’s physical infrastructure and examine
future opportunities for the site’s buildings
and land.

Phase 2: Full Closure

Beginning July 2027, the DOC will start the
final transition to fully vacate the MCF-Still-
water site, transferring the remaining incar-
cerated individuals and staff, with a complete
closure expected by June 30, 2029.

Once legislative approval is secured and the
Governor signs the public safety omnibus bill
into law, the DOC will begin implementing
the phased closure plan. Updates will be
shared with staff, the state’s incarcerated pop-
ulation, and the public throughout the transi-
tion. This process represents an important
step toward building a state correctional sys-
tem that is safer, more sustainable, and pro-
duces more effective outcomes for all
Minnesotans.
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Senate Human Services
budget would cut millions
from local nursing homes

By: SENATOR BILL LIESKE

On May 7, the Minnesota Senate passed its
Human Services budget proposal. I opposed
this bill, which I should be clear is not yet
law. The House still needs to pass its version,

and then the two chambers will work out a
final agreement. That said, you need to know
what’s in it because the impacts would be se-
rious for our communities.

The most concerning aspect of the Senate’s
bill is that it would make major cuts to long-
term care and nursing homes while preserv-
ing funding for taxpayer-funded healthcare
for undocumented individuals. In my view,
these priorities are backward. We should pro-

Lieske Cottage Food Reform Clears Senate
as Part of 2025 Ag Budget Compromise;
Heads to Governor's Desk

Minnesota State Senator Bill Lieske (R-
Lonsdale) announced on Sunday that his cot-
tage food reform package was approved by
the Senate as part of the 2025 agriculture and
broadband budget compromise. The bill will
now head to the governor’s desk for his signa-
ture or veto.

The agriculture conference committee kept
the Lieske cottage food reform proposal intact
but did decide to push out the effective date
by two years. The reforms will now take ef-
fect August 1,2027.

“While I am disappointed these changes will
not take effect for another two years, this is
still a big win for the thousands of Min-
nesotans who sell home-baked goods and
other homemade treats at local farmers mar-
kets, community events, and right from their
own Kkitchens,” Sen. Lieske said. “It’s about
giving people more freedom to grow their
side hustle or family venture without jumping
through unnecessary hoops. And it still pro-
tects consumers with clear labeling, safety
training, and transparency.”

Sen. Lieske’s bill updates Minnesota’s cot-

tage food laws, which allow people to sell
homemade, non-hazardous foods without
needing a commercial kitchen license. The
new reforms make it easier for families, hob-
byists, and part-time producers to turn their
passion into a small business.

Key changes include:

Lower costs for small producers: The an-
nual registration fee drops from $50 to $30,
making it more affordable to get started.

Clearer eligibility rules: Cottage food pro-
ducers can now be individuals, sole propri-
etors, or even small two-person LLCs as long
as both owners live in the same household.

Expanded delivery options: Producers can
now deliver by mail or commercial services
in addition to hand delivery.

Better food safety standards: Registered
producers will complete a food safety train-
ing course every three years, instead of an-
nually.

Keeping up with inflation: The current
$78,000 annual sales cap will now adjust
every two years to keep pace with inflation.

information.

County unveils new website design,
introduces mobile app

Frequent visitors to Rice County’s website may have noticed a
new look designed to be more user friendly and visually appealing,
with clear pathways to the most requested information.

At the same time, the county has rolled out a mobile app to help
residents quickly get the latest Rice County government news and

The app, a modified version of the website, includes a calendar of
events, meeting agendas, news stories, alerts and many of the most
frequently asked questions from each department. Additionally, app
users can find a continually updated list of job postings and a
streamlined way to subscribe to county notifications.

“The website update was designed with the end user in mind,” said
County Administrator Sara Folsted. “We looked at the most viewed
pages on our website and got input from staff about frequently asked
questions and used that information to help guide the redesign. The
new app is a great addition, and will allow users to get many of their questions answered
with a few clicks — and right in the palm of their hand.”

The Rice County, Minnesota app can be found at the App Store or Google Play. The
county’s website is at www.ricecountymn.gov.

tect our most vulnerable and put Minnesota
citizens first.

Here’s a quick look at what else is in the
Senate Democrats’ Human Services pro-
posal:

Cuts more than $1 billion from long-term
care and disability services over the next
four years

Fails to address fraud, despite repeated
warnings from the Office of the Legislative
Auditor and even U.S. Attorney Andy Luger,
who said “Minnesota has a fraud problem”

Preserves taxpayer-funded MinnesotaCare
benefits for over 17,000 undocumented in-
dividuals, while cutting care for seniors and
people with disabilities

Causes property taxes hikes by shifting
nearly $200 million in new costs onto coun-
ties

Adds new regulations for nursing homes,
even as it cuts their budgets

What does that mean for us locally? If this
bill becomes law, nursing homes in our area
could lose $3.6 million in funding over the
next four years:

Trinity  Care
$844.689

Mala Strana Rehabilitation Center (New
Prague): $848.975

Three Links Care Center (Northfield):
$723.,906

Augustana Health Care Center of Hastings:
$704.,270

Benedictine Living Regina Campus (Hast-
ings): $490,437

We are only facing these cuts because De-
mocrats were reckless over the last two years
when they had one party control. They spent
the entire $18 billion surplus, increased the
government budget by 40%;, raised taxes $10
billion, and now we are facing a $6 billion
deficit that they want to balance on the backs
of our most vulnerable citizens.

Republicans did, however, manage to

Center (Farmington):

slightly improve the bill. We adopted an
amendment during the floor debate that elim-
inated expensive cost-shifts onto local gov-
ernments. Without our amendment, counties
would have faced $192 million in new costs,
which local officials warned could have led to
property tax hikes of 5 to 10 percent across
the state. Our amendment removed those cost
shifts and redirected funding to better serve
Minnesotans in need. That includes restoring
rates for family foster care and facilities that
serve disproportionately high-need popula-
tions.

While the amendment helped, the overall
bill still pursues the wrong priorities for Min-
nesota. As budget negotiations move forward,
I'll keep pushing for a final agreement that
protects the vulnerable, reins in reckless
spending, and puts Minnesotans first.

If you have any questions, please do not hes-
itate to reach out.

Dundas Publishes
Regular Drinking Water
Report Showing No
Issues In City Water

(continued from page 1)

The results showed that Well one tested at
76 micrograms per liter (ug/L), and Well two
tested at 32 ug/L, both under the state-recom-
mended threshold for safe levels of man-
ganese in tap water. A safe amount of
manganese, according to the State Health De-
partment, is less than 300 ug/L for adults and
100 ug/L for infants one year and younger.

The report also noted that Dundas’s water is
clean overall, and there is no state recommen-
dation for action at this time. Interested resi-
dents can see a copy of the drinking water
report on the city’s website or pick one up at
Dundas City Hall.

¢ Great people skills

das
i Messenger

.

' FREELANCE WRITERS
WANTED

Duties include covering feature and human interest
stories and upcoming events in the
Messenger coverage area.

Will also work with content production
for on-line distribution.

Pay negotiable and based on experience.

Qualified applicants will possess:

* Ability to work with deadlines

* Knowledge of/access to a computer
* Enjoy small town atmosphere
¢ The ability to work some night hours as needed for editorial

Email resume and sample of work to: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
or call Terry at 507-951-7417

jnstreet
essenger

Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock

Messenger

J
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AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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: ! PICK UP | |
I I ONE OF
I I OUR I I
: | DELICIOUS
I | SALADS OR
| | WRAPS!
| |
| [ LOCATED NEAR | | |
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I OEJ&UJ 1 )&\ﬂ&]@ AWK 1399A0TN=1000DIN I Your Hurry ENTRANCE 10% OFF With a.d. Good through June 30, 2025
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: ® il Come Befor : :
O spomr | el | Gahill Bistro & Bar,
I | - ZLatin fimenican Fusion
] = 208 N. CEDAR,
| m @ R c H As E | OWATONNA | Breakfast served weekends 9am to 2pm |
| Rreolres Avrll 39, 2093, DoeEs ne lnals alsohe H H Sun.-T . 5:
T oy ; . MANY NEW MON-TUES-WED-THURS TIAM-9PM FALL & WINTER EVENTS! s pm: Hi-Sun. P
| 189 28ih St 2 E, Owatonnm 0 3974139319 ] LUNCH & DINNER FRIDAY TIAM-9PM Bapquet Hall, I 632 2nd street Ken?/on,.MN
| ST lAZAINORENA,CYI I MENU ITEMS! ;1 3:000M-9:00M - SN Closip  Seating Up to 300 L 507-623-1001 - www.cahillbistrobar.com

BROASTED [l BUCKET F BEERs TR NCAARiA Tood ot
O
| n N 617 - 2> 7 DAILY SPECIALS!
| SHICKE v 00 *"."Noon Buffet 11am to 2pm .~
EVERY T““RSDA Dllring Hﬂppy Hour CARRY OUT p &
| 61699 [ 1 /9 O — OR DINE IN 5% OFF MEAL PURCHASE wiri Tis Ao
o [ TUESD, !
1/2 Chicken 8 / 2 OFF ™spasmussours | e ORDER ONLINE!
with homemade mashed Onion Rings, Pickle Spears, Cauliflower nd street, Kenyon \éVWC:N.D%DG;PLAZAMORENA;COM
potatoes and gravy, and Mushrooms o Hours: FLrJigaigatLL:rrdsayaﬁ11'10.82:1?0%3'.885:2
soup & salad bar nhueoloreyonrrinkingtusiomerg [ Monday-Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 411 W. Highway ét. Dodge Cénter
401 8th Street SE, Kasson, MN » 507-634-7400 Closed on Sunday 507-374-9555

Hours: Closed Sundays & Mondays; Tuesday-Saturday 11am-Close 507 -789 -9000
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BREAKFAST,
LUNCH, DINNER

BURGERS, ESPRESSO
HOTDISH, PIZZA
ICE CREAM

TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!
DRINKS ¢« APPETIZERS « SANDWICHES

BURGERS * SALADS * WRAPS » DESSERTS 635 2nd Street, Kenyon

SANDWICHES * BURGERS * BBQ

Hours:
DAILY SPECIAL . Tues.-- Sat. Tam to 8pm; Sunday 8am to 6:30,
504 Mantorville Avenue South, Kasson Hesoat fam 1o Spry oun v samto pm
Closed Mon.; Tues-Thut 11am-9pm; Fri-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm 507 634 7427 (RIBS) Closed I\doudaw
111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN hadal 507-789-1100

507.634.3133 § Monday-Thursday 11am-Spm
Friday-Saturday 11am-9pm; Sunday 11am-7:00pm _f

Breakf:
Lunclif& ]gisxtl’ner come Ched(
Generous portions, o “' o u r

friendly service and delicious

|

|

:

|

|

I . homestyle cookin

: sl conking New Menu!
| 150/0 " LN MENU OR Daily Lunch Specials!
| !
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

with ad 112 Main Street Wanamingo, MN
0 OFF BU FFET Bar Hours:
. Cannot be used with [}) Tuesday-Thursday [lam-9pm
‘F"rilglaz,dSaturday, Sunday other offers. l 0 /O OFF With this ad Friday-Saturday llam-lam; Sunday [lam-8pm

Hours: Monday: 11am-10pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-10pm Good Monday-Friday. Expires April 30, 2025. Kitchen Hours:
Tuesday-Saturday [lam-9pm

507_45 1 _9666 Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm l] Sunday llam-7m

507-633-3333 W facebook

1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna ® South of Lowe’s ® Dine In Only © Expires April 30, 2025
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SENIOR DISCOUNT TUESDAYS

DISCOUNT POKER
WEDNESDAYS

30/30 THURSDAYS

Mon - Sat 10am to 5pm
Closed Sundays

530 2nd St. Kenyon

507-789-5622

* Over 40 Years Experience
* Residential

* Farm

* Commercial

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
for your next real estate transaction
or loan closing.

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN

Ph: 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

* Pumping * Flushing
* Maintenance - Tank Locator
+ Inspection -« Drain Cleaning

it Serviee

-

907-153-2408
907-951-1691

Steel, Farm Machinery,
Car Bodies, Aluminum,
Copper, Batteries,
Appliances, E-Scrap

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

507-527-2408
www.|drecycling.com

* Machinery Storage
- Commercial

« Livestock Buildings
+ Garages

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue

651-923-4441
Lodermeiers.net

Largest Antique Store
in Dodge County

416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
507-635-5554
Facebook@
MantorvilleSquareAntiques

+ Tires

+ Wheel alignments

+ Steering & suspension
+ Brake repair

+ A/C maintenance

+ Batteries

641 S Main Wanamingo
507-824-2710

BASIC HANDGUN
SAFETY CLASS

For Those With No
Handgun Experience

« Leamn handgun safety
fundamentals

« Individual classes available
« Learn to shoot safely & properly
- You can fire a variety of handguns

NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience
CALLTO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME,
SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

907-951-1411

Full Line of Square Tuhes,
Channels, Angle,
Flat & Pines

Shearing, Cutting and
Bending
61154 190th St Dodge Center

901-314-2524

(SAVE IT
FROM
TRASH)

THRIFT STORE

26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
Saturday 9am to 5pm

DOUG AND MARY KLATT
www.siftdyou.com

Call us today! 507.259.2386

&)

OVER 100 CHOCOLATE
DELICACIES HANDMADE
IN STORE!

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

Henoneone

Lake State
Paintless
Dent Repair

We Fix Hail Damage and
Dents on Vehicles

We can come to your home
or place of business.
507-319-5714

taylornolanpdr@gmail.com

i" )
N

Tatge
Jewelry

Awards By Tatge
Celebrating 50 Years
of Business in 2025

625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN
(507) 789-6522

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Todd Ryan
651-764-5590

tryan @flatwaterfutures.com
Goodhue, MN

Branch Office

Bruce Freerksen
(507) 273-9110

brucewithschaefferoil @gmail.com
West Concord, MN

Hope Stump
Grinding

John Hope
612-327-5980

-

SPECIALTY BAKED GOODS
FOR EVERY OCCASION!
Cupcakes ° Cakes
Pies ¢ Cookies
Fudge » Muffins
Scones e Cheesecake

507-824-CAKE (2253)
237 Main St Wanamingo

PLACE
YOUR AD
(0]}
THIS PAGE

Call Terry at
507-951-7417

or

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Our unique skid steer and utility tractor

snow plow feature a floating face plate
and an innovative “cross draw” design,
with a dual direction hydraulic cylinder,
which allows this plow to sit much
closer to the machine and faceplate
than a traditional A-frame style plow

LARGEST

GIFT STORE

with a dual ram set-up. Because of our I

proven design, these plows have SO. MN!
substantial amount of free movement or “walk” when going over uneven
terrain like a dirt road, side hills, around a pond, a loading dock or
handicap ramp. These plows include a cross over relief valve to help

protect the hydraulics from damage.

Lightweight plow (up to 35hp) 5’ to 6.5’ starting at $2,475 ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABEILA'’S
Std Duty plow (up to 65hp) 5 to 7.5’ starting at $2,575
Heavy Dyu':y (up t: 85hp) : 5 to 10’ stZrlinZ :t $2,775 mSPmAnONAL HEMS
Industrial/Commercial Duty 6’to 10’ starting at $3,775 HOME DECOR
1 LAWN DECORATIONS
Minnesota Implement
928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956 U.NIQUE GIFT IDEAS

West Concord, MN - 651-269-5688 OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-7pm; SUNDAY NOON-5pm

Se? all our Products 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna ® View /Like us on Facebook
@ www.mlnnesotalmplement.com > 507-451-5661 f K

L R A 4
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THEME: MOTHER'S DAY

ACROSS

1. T. Rockwell's "How to Eat Fried ____ "
6. Pro football org.

9. Tea servings

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
21.
23.
24,
25.
28.
30.
35.
37.
39.
40.
41.

Relating to axis

Gershwin or Levin

Break of day

Repeat, in music

Red Cross bed

Arm bones

*Mother ____, personification of physical world
*Mother ____, fictional dog owner
Opposite of hence

Sleeveless garment

Money source

Golfer's destination

Pass, as time

"Metamorphoses" poet

*The Beatles: "Mother _____ comes to me"
"The Goldbergs" sibling

Unacceptable, to a baby

Alpine singing

. Resembling wings

. Fill with optimism

. Fill to satisfaction
.Orion's ____

. Like funereal atmosphere
. Lice eggs

. Morse code dash

. Remainder of a cigarette

. Before skip and a jump

. *Mother of ____, a.k.a. Daenerys Targaryen

. *Mother ____, Missionaries of Charity founder
. Passk

. Stir or fuss

. Add together

. Anomie, alt. sp.

. Decompose

. Very angry

. Puppy sounds

."___ noevil, hear no evil"
. Tennis-affected joint

DOWN
1. Took place

CENOOAGN

10.
1.
12.
15.
20.
22.
24.
25.
26.
27.
29.
31.
32.
33.
34.
36.
38.
42.
45.
49.
51.
54.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
66.
68.

Yoked team

. Capital of Latvia
Kind of ray

Cast-off skin

French Riviera city
"To" follower

. Wood turning device
. Tulip starter

Leo's Karenina

gum, food additive

Put metal to the pedal, p.t.
Difficult to detect

With ample space

Employ

Green and lush, as in trees
*Mother ____, investigative journalism nonprofit
Convex molding

Twofold

Cambodia's neighbor

Ain UAE

Heaped

Famous Teatro alla _____
*Mother ____, personification of planet
Shower with affection
Abominable snowman

River in Hades

Personify

*Mother Superior is the head one at the convent
Foray

Former Russian leaders
*Mother of ____, a.k.a. nacre
June 6, 1944

Raja's wife

On the surface

Emeralds and rubies
Carrying bag

Hunk of something

Lowest female singing voice
Female forest ruminant
Archery bow wood

SHIMSNV NXOANS

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Email your news to:
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We'd like to extend our sincere congratulations
and best wishes to the Class of 2025.

As you celebrate this milestone achievement,
please know you have made your community,
and your loved ones proud!

www.heritagebankmn.com

NORTHFIELD: 1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736

DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929
WEST CONCORD: 181 Main Street 507-527-2236




