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Triton Superintendent retires

Larger than Life

By Tyler Weeks
There's no denying that when a global
pandemic such as COVID-19 begins to in-
filtrate communities, it does much more
than lock people indoors.
(continued on page 5)

Harmer Park Dedication Postponed

City of Claremont, MN

Due to the weather, the Harmer Park Ded-
ication is postponed until Friday, June 20th
at 6 p.m.

In case of inclement weather on the 20th,
then it will move to Friday, July 11th at p.m.

We hope to see everyone there!

Announcements

* West Concord City Hall/Library are
closed on June 19th for the Juneteenth Hol-
iday.

e Ginny’s (Farmers Market / Crafts /
Flea). Dates: May 28th - September 24th
every Wednesday: weather pending. Time:
3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Set up Starts at 2:00 p.m.
Location: 213 Ellington Street West Concord,
MN 55985 (Empty Lot Behind Ginny’s”s
Drive-In).

e The United Methodist Church of Dodge
Center at 20 First Street NE offers a dine in
and carry out meal from 5:00-6:00pm the
third Wednesday of each month.

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

After three decades

leave us feeling unfulfilled and lost, whereas
others can secretly be a blessing in disguise
that we didn't know we needed. The latter
was especially true for Craig Schlichting
when two back-to-back knee injuries pre-

Few people can accurately predict where
the future will take them. We may think we
have it all figured out, only for our lives to
take a dramatic shift and end up far different
than expected. Sometimes, this change can

Recognizing Dodge County's
Dairy Princesses

Josie Sauder is the
newest Dodge County
dairy princess. She just
graduated from High
School this year. She
enjoys participating in
trap shooting at her
school. Josie is work-
ing on her family’s
dairy farm and likes
hanging out with
friends and family in
her spare time.

She has four sisters
and grew up on my
family’s dairy farm lo-
cated near Pine Island,
MN.

Josie grew up helping on the family’s seventh generation dairy farm, where she works
days at the farm milking, feeding calves, and cows and anything else that has to get done.
She started milk cows when she was about 9 years old.

Josie recalls that she wanted to be a dairy princess because the dairy farming is some-
thing she is very passionate about and loves to share information about the dairy indus-

Alita Reinhart, Ellie Sauder, Josie Sauder

try. (continued on page 9)

of service

vented him from
pursuing  profes-
sional football. Not
letting these set-
backs get in the
way of life, he de-
cided to turn his
college education
at the University of
Wyoming into a ca-
reer in teaching.

(continued on
page 21)

Craig Schlichting

Russ Franek and
The Biscuits to
Headline
Dennison Days

Sum -

mer festi-

v a 1

season kicks off

soon as area com-

munities plan their

summer  events
and festivals.

Dennison Days

takes place this year Friday and Saturday,

June 20 & 21, 2025.

(continued on page 21)
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Knowing o

and
Naming
What Kills Us

By Elliott Malm
Grace Lutheran Church

\ Dodge Center
On Saturday, June 14, Minnesotans woke up
to the horrible news that a man posing as a po-
lice officer entered the homes of two of our
state lawmakers, shooting them and their
spouses. Many appropriately reacted to this
heinous crime with shock, grief, and outrage.
A number of public officials condemned these
violent attacks as serious injustices. While
these responses are certainly all valid, they are

Tim McNiff Weekday Mornings
www.kymnradio.net

MAIL
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PHONE/TEXT 507-649-3327
FAX 507-645-9878

For advertising information
call Terry at 507-951-7417
or email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Pl €
' 4

Keep t %
\ ocal

. _'lz

Published in cooperation with Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
© 2025, Dodge Center, Claremont, West Concord Messenger. All rights reserved.

regrettably deficient because they fail to rec-
ognize and name the cause of this morally
evil act: human sin.

One of the most basic teachings of the Holy
Bible is that human beings are born in sin.
More than a minor problem, the existence of
sin within human life is a “spiritual disease.”
Left untreated, the presence of sinful
thoughts and desires leads to sinful acts. It
moves from there to death and then almighty
God’s eternal judgment. It is written, “An
[evil] desire when it has conceived gives
birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown
brings forth death (James 1:15).” Martin
Luther and his fellow reformers understood a
biblical knowledge of original sin is ab-
solutely necessary. “For all have sinned and
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fall short of the glory of God... (Romans
3:23).”

Human sin is a global pandemic, a virulent
disease that has spread across every nation
since it was first contracted. It will never be
eradicated by human effort. The medicine
which we need can only be administered by

Jesus Christ—the lover of sinners and the
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One who heals the sin-sick soul. May we
pray that God will not only mercifully care
for everyone directly harmed by this dreadful
sin, but that God would help the people
across our nation understand and acknowl-
edge the biblical truth about sin as well as the
terrible danger of our denying its existence.
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Keeping your name in front of your potential
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Faith Lutheran Church
308 2nd St. NW/, Dodge Center
507-374-2174
Traditional Worship 9a.m.; Fellowship 10a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
404 Central Avenue N, Dodge Center
Rev. Elliott Malme 507-633-2253
https://gracedc.church
Worship 9a.m.; Sunday School 10:30a.m.

Praise Fellowship Church
602 Central Avenue S, Dodge Center
Roger Langworthy ¢ 507-374-6400
Kidz Church 9:15a.m.; Sunday Worship 9:30a.m.

Dodge Center Methodist Church
201 1st St. NE, Dodge Center
Rev. Chad Christensen * 507-374-6885
Sunday Morning Worship at 8:30a.m.,

Fellowship Time Following

St. John Baptist De La Salle
20 2nd St. NE, Dodge Center * 507-374-6830
Mass Saturday 5p.m.

Living Water Assembly Church
104 1st St. NW, Dodge Center
Roy Andrews ¢ 507-374-6561
Sunday 10a.m.

Dodge Center SDA Church
410 3rd Ave. SW
Dodge Center ¢ 507-374-6895
Sabbath School 9:15a.m.; Saturday Worship 11a.m.

Anchor of Hope Church,
a 7th Day Baptist Congregation
203 E. Main St., Dodge Center * 507-374-6755
Saturday 10a.m. Worship; 11:45a.m. Sabbath School

Bible Lutheran Church
(American Assoc. of Lutheran Churches)
11 Ist Ave. N.E., Dodge Center
www.biblelc.org ¢ 612-803-1212
Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

(weekly sermons available on You Tube and on website)

First Congregational Church
12 Second Street NW/
Dodge Center, MN 55927 « 507-633-6873
www.congregationalchurchdec.com

Mark Martig, Pastor

\‘%’/ DODGE CENTER

Area Church Directory
I Am God’s Chosen Possession
He chose us in him before the creation of the world to

be holy and blameless in his sight. — Ephesians 1:4

The Bible explains that believers have been freely and
generously chosen by God. This choosing is not based on
our appearance, intelligence, personality, status, or

anything else. It’s not something we earn or deserve.
Instead, it’s a purely gracious act.

God, in his great love, initiates the process of salvation.
By his sovereign will and good pleasure, God has decided
to save us, making rescue and redemption possible for all
who have been made in his image (Genesis 1:26-27).
Even though we were ensnared in sin, Jesus died to

deliver us from the curse of sin and death to make us holy
in God’s sight.

Being chosen by God is an overwhelming blessing that
fills us with humility and helps us see that there is no
room for pride or boasting. It also instills in us a sense of
security and confidence, recognizing that our salvation is
not based on our religious performance. Instead, as God’s
chosen possession, we belong to him. Body and soul —in
life and in death—we are his, and nothing can snatch us
from his hand (John 10:28-30).

What an exhilarating honor —to be chosen, wanted, and
valued by the most significant being in the universe!

Gracious God, thank you for choosing us. Thank you
Jfor being the author, perfecter, and finisher of our faith.
May we live with the assurance that you will complete
the good work you have begun in us. For Jesus’ sake,
Amen.

CLAREMONT

Ist Presbyterian Church

200 East Street, Claremont ¢ 528-2320
Pastor Doug Walters
Sunday Worship at 10:00a.m.

St. John Lutheran Church

4532 SE 84th Avenue, Claremont * 528-2404
Pastor Alan Broadwell
Sunday Service at 10:30a.m.
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Faith Community Church o]
305 State Street N, West Concord ¢ 507-527-2244 ™

Sundays 9:45a.m. Worship in building and live streamed on

Call church for more information on ministries and events.

Pastor David Breederland
Sunday 9:30a.m. Worship; 10:45a.m. Sunday School
www.fcewe.org

Facebook: WC Faith Community Church

Hegre Lutheran, ELCA
51939 Highway 56 Blvd., Kenyon ¢ 507-527-2353
Sunday: 9:15a.m. Sunday School; 10:30a.m. Worship

Trinity Lutheran, ELCA
301 Highland St., West Concord ¢ 507-527-2778
Pastor Chad Christensen ® trinitychurchwe.net
Sunday worship video is posted on Facebook:
Trinitylutheranchurchwestconcordmn

Facebook.
Sunday School 10:30a.m.
Tuesday Men’s Bible Study, 7:00a.m.

at church and via Zoom

Church of Christ
55087 200th Ave., West Concord ¢ 507-527-2723
Pastor Peter Moen
9:00a.m. Sunday School; 10:00a.m. Worship

concordchurchmn.com

Zwingli United Church of Christ
“The Berne Church”

23148 Co. Hwy. 24, West Concord * 507-356-4340
Pastor Tom Isaacson

Sunday 10:00a.m. Worship; Find us on Facebook

Email your church announcements,
schedule, etc. to the The Messenger at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

"! 160 26th St NE, Owatonna

507-413-0819
Dining Room Open 7 Days a Week
11:00am-10:00pm

www.plazamorena.com
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Dorothy Marcella Wendler

Dorothy Marcella Wendler, age 99, of West
Concord, passed
away peacefully
surrounded by fam-
ily on Tuesday,
June 3, 2025. The
youngest of eight
children, Dorothy
was born on De-
cember 14, 1925, to
the late Henry and
Augusta (DeCoyer)
Van Den Hemel in
Madison, SD.
Growing up, the family was farming until
moving into town, where Dorothy would find
part-time work. In 1944, Dorothy moved to
the West Concord area when her sister, Irene,
had invited her to meet a young man. Un-
known to her, Dorothy would be meeting her
husband, William Lambert, and they would
marry that year in Claremont at St. Francis De
Salle Church. The couple lived on William’s
generational family farm, raising their six
children along with the everyday work of
dairy cattle and hogs. After William’s acci-
dent, Dorothy would care for her husband for
13 years until his passing in 1967.

In 1970, Dorothy married a long-time
friend, Allen Wendler, in Austin at Queen of
Angel’s Catholic Church. Together they
would travel for Allen’s World War II military
reunions, visiting different states. When
Dorothy moved into West Concord, she
would find work at Fold Craft in Kenyon,
building tables and chairs for the factory until
her retirement.

Dorothy is the last member that was in-
volved with starting and forming St. Vincent
De Paul Catholic Church in West Concord. A
devoted member, she was involved with the
Council of Catholic Women and loved spend-
ing time in her church. Dorothy was also a
former member of the West Concord Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary, having devoted her
time and hours to the organization. During her
life, Dorothy was a homemaker, her children
remembering her baking numerous loaves of
bread every Monday, the smell always in their
memories. She also had a patience of herself,
having enjoyed embroidery, gardening, and
canning, which she would spend many hours
doing.

Dorothy is survived by three children: Barb
(Jim) May of Adams, MN, Dianna (Roger)
Jax of Rose Creek, MN, and Bill (Judy) Lam-

Traxler Law
PLLC

traxlerlaw.com

Ann Traxler
Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS

o Wills, Trusts, & Estates

o Farm and Business
Transition Planning

o General Practice

e Probate

4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420
ann@traxlerlaw.com

bert of West Concord; 20 grandchildren; 39
great-grandchildren; daughter-in-law, Bette
Lambert; son-in-law, Keith Fabian; brother-
in-law, Eugene Wendler; and numerous
nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents;
her husbands, William Lambert and Allen
Wendler; two daughters, Marilyn Lambert
and Julie Fabian; son, Dan Lambert; her sis-
ters: Irene (Bernard Meyer and Glen) Olson,
Margaret (Adolph) Oines, and Loretta
(William) Bowman; brothers, Arnold
(Regina) and Bernard; two half-brothers,
Achille (Cecilia) and Marcel (Margaret); and
her numerous in-laws.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held at
11:00 AM on Monday, June 9, 2025, at St.
Vincent De Paul Catholic Church in West
Concord. A visitation was held from 5:00 PM
to 7:00 PM on Sunday, June 8, 2025, at the
Michaelson Funeral Home in West Concord.
An additional visitation were held from
10:00 AM until the time of Mass. Dorothy
was laid to rest at the St. Vincent De Paul
Catholic Cemetery with a luncheon follow-
ing at the West Concord American Legion.

Ken Ackerman

Ken Ackerman, 86, of Willmar, died Tues-
day, June 3rd at
Bethesda Grand in
Willmar, MN. His
funeral  service
was Friday, June
6th at Living Hope
in  Willmar at
11:00am. Visita-
tion was Thursday,

June 5th
- at Living
== Hope
from 6:30
— 8:00pm and continued one hour prior to the
funeral service on Friday. Burial was on Sat-
urday, June 7th at Concord Cemetery in West
Concord, MN at 1:00pm. A fellowship gath-
ering followed at Faith Community Church.
Arrangements are with Harvey Anderson &
Johnson Funeral Home in Willmar,
www.hafh.org

Kenneth Earl Ackerman was born June 6,
1938, to Earl and Florence (Gildon) Acker-
man in Detroit, MI. He graduated from
Mackenzie High School, joined the Army
Reserve, and attended Henry Ford commu-
nity College. Upon college graduation he
was hired by IBM. In the fall of 1958, on a
blind date arranged by mutual friends, Ken
met Nancy (Ball). They were married on
September 9th, 1961. Together they moved
several times between Minnesota and Michi-
gan, raising their family while pursuing new
opportunities for Ken’s career.

Ken enjoyed his career at IBM. He
changed jobs within the company many
times. He was very fascinated by the advent
of business computers and how they worked
to improve business transactions. His career
began in Detroit by using his talents to main-
tain the operation of large computer systems
and ended in the Development Laboratory in
Rochester where he was able to apply all of
his accumulated knowledge and experience.
He worked on new applications of computers
to help prosper businesses, especially enjoy-
ing participating in IBM's development of
their Optical readers - which are still used in

many retail and business industries today.

After 31 years of service to IBM, at age 53,
Ken accepted an offer for early retirement,
planning to use his time to work alongside
Nancy as they pursued their desire to spread
the Good News of Jesus Christ through short
term missions. However, God's first mission
assignment wasn’t a short one. For several
years they ministered together to Ken’s eld-
erly parents by bringing them into their own
home and caring for them until they each
died. Upon the passing of Ken’s parents, he
and Nancy responded to a need at Camp
Lebanon, a Christ-centered bible camp in
Upsala, MN to serve as camp hosts. This
was a year-round volunteer position so they
bought a home in the woods next to camp.
Ken loved interacting with all of the people
that would come to the camp to use its facil-
ities for their program events. After 15 years
of resident volunteer service, Ken knew it
was time to change focus and serve his Sav-
ior Jesus in a slower paced ministry. Ken and
Nancy moved to Willmar, MN in 2013 and
served their church family at Living Hope in
various leadership roles.

Ken cherished his family and was actively
involved in supporting his children and
grandchildren.

He enjoyed making numerous wooden toys
and treasure chests for his grandsons and an
elaborate dollhouse for his only granddaugh-
ter. He also had lifelong interests in airplanes,
kites, and model trains.

An outstanding trait of Ken's was his great
sense of humor. He loved to make people
laugh and help them look at life from a less
serious viewpoint whenever he could. He
successfully achieved this goal and there are
many accounts of him helping others to look
at situations with a smile rather than a frown!
Even as his health diminished, God allowed
him to produce laughter among others with a
witty saying or two. Finally, may it be that
Ken is remembered as one who loved Jesus
and was blessed beyond measure as a child
of God!

Ken is survived by his wife, Nancy of Will-
mar; sons: Michael (Melanie) Ackerman of
Spicer, MN and Robert (Shannon) Ackerman
of Litchfield Park, AZ; grandchildren: Ben,
Joe (Kinsley), Sam, Molly, Jacob (Lisa),
Nathan (Addison) and Ryan Ackerman;
great-grandchildren: Chayton, Bexten, Colt,
Letty, and Kennon. He is also survived by his
sister, Marion Cox, as well as other family
and friends.

Ken was preceded in death by his parents,
Earl & Florence, and his brother-in-law,
Frederick Cox.

Sherrolynne (Sherrie) Mae
Robinson
Sherrolynne (Sherrie) Mae Robinson
passed away on Friday,
May 23, 2025, at her
daughters home in
Kenyon, MN. She
was born January
7, 1941, to Robert
and Jessie
(Christoffersen)
Northway at her
parent’s home in
Dodge Center, Min-
nesota. She attended
school in several com-

munities and graduated from Kasson Man-
torville High School in 1958. Sherrie was a
baptized member of the Concord Church of
Christ. She was united in marriage to Lowell
Richard Robinson on May 22, 1960, at the
Congregational Church in Mantorville, Min-
nesota. Together they raised 8 children and
celebrated 55 years of marriage.

Sherrie is survived by her 8 children, Deb
(Larry) Robinson, Jim (Sue) Robinson, Tim
(Barb) Robinson, Randy (Jessica) Robinson,
Susan (Mike) Brual, Sandy (Steve) Foote,
Shelly (Jason) Gochnauer, Shane (Jaci)
Robinson; two brothers, Robert Northway,
Raymond (Susan) Northway, and one sister
Marie (Al) Head; one sister-in-law, Shirley
Moe; 25 grandchildren, 22 great-grandchil-
dren, 1 great-great grandchild and many
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Lowell Robinson; par-
ents, Robert and Jessie Northways; sister, Bon-
nie Northway; father and mother-in-law,
Archie and Ethel Robinson; brother-in-law,
George Moe; sister-in-law, Norleen North-
way; aunts, uncles, and beloved cousins.

Sherrie will be remembered for her love of
God and love of her family. She provided end-
less support of her children and grandchildren
at their varied sporting, educational, and fair
events. She enjoyed nothing more than spend-
ing time with her family. She was an avid
competitor at the Dodge County Fair with her
embroidery and baking. She was a voracious
reader, enjoyed watching westerns, attending
the Minnesota State Fair, all of God’s crea-
tures, and sending Emojis to family and
friends. There was no limit to the number of
text messages Sherrie could send in a single
day. She always did her best.

Sherrolynne's grandchildren and great
grandchildren, Mandi & Matt Brown and
daughter Faith, Grant Brown & Breanna Kle-
jeski and daughter Oaklee, Rodney & Karlyn
Petersen, Darah Petersen, and her children
Landen and Conor Andrist, Kari Jo & Pat
Fitch and their children Chase and Rylee,
Caryn Ramer and daughter Codie, Darrin
Robinson, Bobbi Jo and Matt Rohwer and son
Brayden, Cruz Robinson, Cori and Brian
Hauser and their children Henry and Char-
lotte, Mackenzie and Brock Franko and their
children Briggs and Collins, Maddi Robinson
and Dan Strong, Isabel and Nick Roussopou-
los, Natalie and Drew Kelly, Michael Brual
and Emily Brual, Stephanie & Garrett Schae-
fer and their children Taydem and Jayce,
Heather Foote & Brian Kunz and daughter
Lauren Weis and son Brock Kunz, Jordana
Foote and son Calum Foote, Jacob and Megan
Gochnauer and their children Ryder and Gra-
cie, Elizabeth and Justin Manthey and son
Wesley, Samuel Gochnauer and Skye Nelson,
Kylie Robinson and Andrew Gaub and son
Braxton Robinson, Abrielle Robinson and Eli
Magee, Josiah Robinson and Brooklyn
O’Brien and son Jasper Robinson, Elyssa
Robinson.

Public visitation will be held from 4:00pm-
7:00pm on Thursday, May 29, 2025, at
Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes, 801 7th
St SE in Kasson MN. A private family funeral
service will be held. Interment will be in Con-
cord Cemetery in Concord, MN.

(obituaries continued on page 4)
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Barbara Ann Flicek
Barbara Ann Flicek, age 85, passed away
peacefully on Sat-

urday, June 7,
2025, at Circle
Drive Manor,
where she had

resided since Janu-
ary 2025. Barb was
born on September
9, 1939, in Berne,
Minnesota, to
Ralph and Elnora
Zeller. She grew up
on the family farm, where she helped raise her
younger sisters. She attended country school
in Berne through grade seven and graduated
from West Concord High School in 1957, as
class Salutatorian.

On August 2, 1957, she married her high
school sweetheart, George Thomas Flicek Jr.,
and together they made their lifelong home in
West Concord. They were blessed with four
children. Barb’s beloved husband, Tom,
passed away in 1998, at the age of 59.

Barb was a devoted member of the United
Methodist Church, where she held many
roles, taught Sunday School, and participated
in ladies’ aide. She loved reading, sewing, and
participating in Card and Study clubs. She
was also a dedicated Scout leader and a loyal
supporter at countless school and sporting
events for her children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In addition to raising her family, Barb
worked both at home and in the community.
She spent many years working at the banks in

town and found deep fulfillment as a child-
care provider.

She is survived by her four children: Kathy
(Kevin) Tesch of Lake City, David (Deb)
Flicek of Rochester, Lisa Schreifels of
Rochester, and Nanci (Alex) Nolan of Dodge
Center; three younger sisters: Bette (Carl)
Horstmeier of Rochester, Sharon (Roger)
Hythecker of Dodge Center, and Shirley
Schowe of Kansas City, MO; ten grandchil-
dren: Shanna (Malachi) Knutson, Jeremy
Tesch, Adam (Dana) Flicek, Daniel
(Vanessa) Tesch, Farran (Phillip) Berg, Cody
Christian, Blake Schreifels, Garrett Flicek,
Paige Schreifels, and Scott Nolan; and thir-
teen great-grandchildren: Lily and Aubree
Knutson; Dorothy, Gabriella, and Gideon
Tesch; Maddi, Conner, and Camryn Flicek;

Parker and Ella Tesch; and Reese, Zoey, and
Harrison Berg.

She was preceded in death by her husband,
Tom; parents, Ralph and Elnora Zeller; in-
laws, George Sr. and Lila Flicek; brother-in-
law, Jim Schowe; son-in-law, Warren
Schreifels; and two great-granddaughters,
Sophie and Whitney Knutson.

Visitation will be held at 9:00 a.m. and the
funeral service will begin at 11:00 a.m. on
Saturday, June 21, 2025, at the Bell Tower
Center (former United Methodist Church),
401 Main Street, West Concord, MN, with
Pastor Roger Langworthy officiating. Inter-
ment will follow at Concord Cemetery, with
a light lunch served afterward at the Bell
Tower Center. Memorials are suggested to
the West Concord Library or the West Con-

cord Historical Society. Michaelson Funeral
Home in West Concord has been entrusted
with funeral arrangements.

Myrna (Walker) Bowie

Myrna (Walker) Bowie, beloved wife,
mother, stepmother, grandmother, great and
great-great grandmother, passed away peace-
fully at her home in Dexter on June 14,2025,
one day short of her 92nd birthday.

A celebration of life will be held on June 28
at 5:00 pm at the Rochester Seventh-Day Ad-
ventist Church, 1100 37th St. NW, Rochester,
MN.

Memorials are suggested to the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church or the Mayo Clinic in
honor of the loving care she received there
during the past 18 months.

Holly J. Burow
CPA, LLC

Certified Public Accountant
holly@hollyjcpa.com

Business and Individual
Tax Preparation

Bookkeeping Service

Payroll Service
211 Main Street ® PO Box 585
West Concord, MN 55985

Oftice: 507-527-2898 Cell: 507-838-2970
Fax: 507-527-2445

¢ Health
e [RA’s

e Life
* Annuities
* Employee Benefits

* Medicare Supplements/Part D

A PLAN FOR EVERYONE

* Long Term Care

Prouciding our clients with the best coverage and value
for thecn cnsanance needs for mone than 50 yearns.
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Beth Hanggl
35 W. Main St., Dodge Center ® 507-374-6342 ® www.fahningandassocs.com
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(continued from page 1)

N
The quarantine limited social interaction,
preventing countless events, community-run
programs, and shows from happening. Man-
torville was no exception to this, but one cou-
ple chose to defy the social restrictions of the
time with Larger than Life- the open art exhi-
bition in Riverside Park that showcased the
community's creativity in a safe and uplifting
way. Though they started small, the enlarged
art pieces were far from it, helping to attract
drivers who would have been kept in their
cars to take a stop and enjoy the exhibits.
Since then, Larger Than Life has become
southeastern Minnesota's largest outdoor art
display, featuring dozens of paintings across
mediums of photography, acrylic, oil, water-
color, pen, and pencil. The founders, Brian
and Mary Jo, will continue the tradition on
Saturday, June 28th, by showcasing the work
of 27 local artists and one sculptor alongside
vendors, live music, and delicious food.

Just as the event has come a long way, the
people responsible for its widespread success
have also equally progressed. As a long-time
resident of Mantorville, Brian Hindal's inter-
est always lay in finding a way for his com-
munity to grow, whether through attracting
tourists or encouraging new businesses to set-
tle. A part of his responsibility as the chair of
Mantorville's Economic Development Asso-
ciation is to achieve this exact task, using his
lifelong passion for photography to spur com-
munity development. Since his decision to
join a photography club in high school, every-
thing seemed to click, including the degree he
pursued in college to further develop his
skills. The following 35 years consisted of
building up a part-time business while profes-
sionally working as a patient photographer for
the Mayo Clinic. His creative side showed
when he was allowed to work at the print
shop, creating a wide range of artwork that the
clinic still displays today. Doing so has sig-
nificantly deepened his appreciation of the art
form.

Several of Brian's artistic interests coincide
with Mary Jo's, who found Mantorville's

small-town atmosphere and rich historic
charm too alluring to pass up. Although pho-
tography was a passion, she felt under-expe-
rienced in taking images from unique
perspectives. After the two met on a classic
car ride in 2019, Brian's assistance in devel-
oping these skills pushed her to move to
Mantorville and marry at the town's historic
Greek Revival House four years later.
Through her remote commercial banking job
and Brian's connection with Mayo, the two
could freely pursue the arts in their free time.
Beyond the acrylics and watercolors she ex-
perimented with in high school, Mary Jo
found significant interest in the many per-
spectives of digital photography. Each new
position and angle of a picture seemed to tell
a slightly different story, and this mindset ul-
timately led to the idea behind Larger than
Life.

Brian and Mary Jo: "When we first thought
of displaying art in a large format, our natural
thought was to use some of our own photog-
raphy. The next challenge was figuring out
who else could contribute, especially given
the pandemic's physical and social restric-
tions. Despite these hurdles, the idea of pub-
licly sharing art for residents and visitors
energized us. We could picture people driv-
ing into Mantorville and being surprised and
hopefully inspired by these large, vibrant im-
ages throughout the park."

Whereas other events closed their doors
during the pandemic, Larger than Life began
as a reaction to it. To combat the isolation
caused by Mantorville's lack of festivals and
public activities, the two brainstormed ways
to unite the community without risking sick-
ness. Their musings led to the beginning of
Larger Than Life: Riverside Park's very own
outdoor art exhibit, grand enough to repre-
sent the creativity and connectedness of
Mantorville. By digitally enlarging a variety
of art mediums into high-resolution files,
they could print chosen artwork onto durable
materials held up by giant metal easels
throughout the park. Being right in the mid-
dle of nature, this unique, open-air experi-
ence allowed visitors to take in the scenery
throughout July and August. Whether by
viewing the images from vehicles or a so-
cially distanced walk, this first event was a
massive success, allowing them to use art to
connect all parts of the community.

"After these pieces are taken down on Sep-
tember Ist, they don't just disappear. We
move them to buildings around Mantorville

and other spots in Dodge County, where they
stay on display as part of a two-year rotation.
The artwork returns to the original artist after
this two-year cycle. It's a great way to keep
art visible and appreciated all year round."

Despite the overwhelmingly positive re-
sponse, Larger than Life's first year had its
share of hurdles. Finding artists to participate
and securing funding created the biggest
challenge, requiring local fundraisers and
marketing efforts to pull together. Thankfully,
its initial success drew the attention of the
Southeast Minnesota Arts Council, which
provided grants from its second year up to
2024. Now lacking their critical support for
display and material costs, the event has re-
turned to outreach and various funding meth-
ods to keep it running. With the generous help
of the community and sponsors, Brian and
Mary can step into their sixth year of Larger
Than Life with several new activities. Along-
side the official unveiling of the artwork on
June 28th at 10:00 a.m., visitors can also look
forward to the event's first art fair full of
handmade goods, creative projects, and deli-
cious food between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Added with the live music beginning shortly
after, this entirely free event is one for the cal-
endars.

"It's not just photography anymore; we have
pieces in acrylics, oils, watercolors, pen and
ink, pencil, collage, digital art, and even
sculpture. As the project grew, we started to
appreciate the various mediums other artists

use to express themselves. The sheer talent in
our community and its surrounding areas has
blown us away. It's incredible to see what peo-
ple are creating, and we love that this event
gives them a platform to share it."

Since its simple roots and first diminutive
display, Larger than Life has grown into
southeastern Minnesota's grandest outdoor art

exhibit. (continued on page 6)
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By Emery Kleven

Emery is now a retired farm broadcaster after
starting at KDHL in Faribault in 1987.
He’s a 1971 graduate of West Concord High

School. You can view past columns at his
\\website RoadFarming.com. You can email

him at emery@roadfarming.com.

When it gets to early and mid-June, I harken
back to my days on the farm, reminiscing
about what I was doing on the farm at this
time of year. Some of the things I did are not
done anymore or very little of it being done.
Cultivating corn for instance; I’'m thinking it’s
done to some extent but not on any of the
fields I drive by. I didn’t run the corn planter
in the spring until after I had graduated high
school. Then I learned the rule that if you
plant the corn, you have to cultivate the corn
because you know where the rows go and
when you have to veer left or right a little. I
think that rule was made up when I started

running the planter. By then, my dad had cul-
tivated more corn than he ever wanted to cul-
tivate. I was running the cultivator a few
years before I did the planting, and it was
hard at times to know where the rows went.
That’s why in the fall; there were a few skips
in some rows. It was not the fault of the
planter. It was me not knowing where the
rows went.

For many years we had wide row corn, 38-
inch rows. This was down from the common
40-inch rows way back when. They had to
be that wide to have room for the horses to
walk while cultivating the corn. Well, as we
know, row width kept getting narrower and
narrower. We first started getting narrower on
soybeans. My dad and Gale Callister con-
verted an old grain drill to plant soybeans 6
rows at a time. The middle 4 rows were 30”
apart and the outside two rows were 24”. At
the time, we had to convert the cultivator to
fit this 6 row configuration. This is when we
purchased a Lilliston cultivator which used
rollers that moved the dirt instead of small
‘V’ shaped shovels. This roller type cultiva-
tor worked well with one exception. If you
got the right size rock stuck in one of the
roller wheels, it would cause the wheel to
stop spinning and would just drag the ground
and throw a lot of dirt on top of the row of
soybeans. Again, come fall, we would see
skips in the rows that were not the fault of the
planter, but that of the inattentive tractor
driver.

One year we used the same grain drill that
we planted oats with to plant soybeans. This
meant soybeans in 7-inch rows. I asked my
dad if he had a cultivator in mind for this. He

Join ([ g Owr Delicious Daily Fealures
WEDNESDAY
Enjoy Our Jumbo” Wings Specials!
BBQ Rib Dinner - 1/2 or Full Rack (begins at 4:00p.m.)
THURSDAY

$3.50 All Taps, Domestic Bottles, Rail Drinks!
Taco Specials! Fajita Specials! 16oz. Margarita Special

FINALLY FRIDAY

All You Can Eat Fish Dinner

SATURDAY
Hand Battered Jumbo Shrimp or Slow Roasted Prime Rib

SUNDAY
Enjoy Our Sunday Breakfast Beginning at 9a.m. and
Sunday Supper Features, including 1/2 Price Bottles of Wine (after 4p.m.)

just ignored my question. It was a success
though the first year we did this. When the
county average yield for soybeans was 35 to
40 bushels per acre we got just over 50 bpa
that first year. The average row width today
for soybeans across the country is 20 inches,
this is up from the national average of 16
inches in the late 1990°s

The other thing we did in June was cut and
bale the first crop of hay. Hay harvesting has
changed a lot over the years but back when I
was cheap labor on the farm, we did all the
baling behind a New Holland model 270
baler. They might be called small bales but
when you lift enough of them, they seem to
all feel like big bales. I've mentioned before
that Coach Lorry Gunhus would stop out at
the farm to make sure I was baling enough
hay to stay in shape for the next basketball
season. I had a free membership to my dad’s

workout gym, which happened to be an open-
air 200 acre farm.

I don’t remember the year but I'm guessing
it was around 1970 when one day we were
baling 2nd crop hay. It was the hottest day in
July that I can recall. I remember for a fact
that the high that day in Owatonna was 108
degrees and I was on the hayrack stacking
bales in that weather. I was asked years later,
when I was a farm broadcaster and all I had
to do was look at all that farm work and just
talk about it, what do you miss most about
being on the farm? I answered there were a
few things I missed, and baling hay was
among those things. I just don’t miss doing it
on a hot July day. One other thing I miss from
the farm is the satisfaction of a job done, be
it baling hay, harvesting corn or soybeans or
just finishing the daily chores.

Larger than Life

(continued from page 5)

Four artists, eight pieces, and six years later,
the current event celebrates Mantorville's in-
credible creative skills with nearly thirty con-
tributors, paintings, and a sculpture. To Brian
and Mary, the most inspiring thing has been
watching the exhibit and community support
grow year after year. Regardless of how
much work it is to assemble, the people's
shared enthusiasm for creativity has vali-
dated every ounce of their effort. When peo-
ple see these displays for themselves on June

28th, Brian and Mary hope that onlookers
feel inspired to support artists or even create
their own art. Regardless of what you do, it's
hard to deny the unexplainable magic that oc-
curs when communities gather together.
Through conversations, shared laughs, and
solemn reflections, events like these bring
regular occurrences into larger-than-life hap-
penings.

Below: Artwork from last year's Larger than
Life hosted in Riverside Park, Mantorville.

TRITON CLASS OF 2025

ANYELY DOMINGUEZ MARQUEZ
SPONSORED BY
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Mail Order Catalogs
Yesterday’s Online Shopping

By Colleen Sathrum Hayne

You know that I spend a great deal of time reading old newspapers. I was recently doing some research
when I happened upon another lecture —this time from the 1927 West Concord Enterprise Editor—about
shopping at home on Main Street instead of ordering from mail order catalogs. I’d encountered these
reprimands several times before when skimming our collection of newspapers. This scolding proved to be
particularly prophetic. Here it is:

“Every citizen who buys away from home not only helps to wipe out local business but lessens the value of
his own home property. The home merchant has just as fine values as the mail order house. In addition he
gives you the opportunity to look over his goods, feel the cloth, and estimate the quality. He then gives you
credit and delivers the goods to your home. The home merchant pays taxes and makes possible the
community. The home merchant, if he is prosperous, is helping the value of every piece of property in the
town. West Concord would not be much of a town if the business district were suddenly wiped out.”

The catalog shopping movement began way back in 1872 when Montgomery Ward published the first Cain Brothers Hardware Store, West Concord
general merchandise catalog, focusing mostly on rural buyers chock full of merchandise
and offering a wide array of goods from clothing to farm equipment. The expansion of the railroad network
across the U.S. was one factor in the flourishing of mail order buying. A farmer could even order a tractor and
it could be delivered to West Concord via the railroad. In 1896 Rural Free Delivery was established in the
U.S. That meant that farm folks could receive their goods at home instead of going to town to pick them up at
the Post Office. What a boost to mail order shopping RFD was! The U.S.P.S. classified catalogs as “aids to
the dissemination of knowledge” and charged them a low mailing rate of 1 cent per pound.

The 1902 Sears, Roebuck Catalogue (come look at the reproduction we have at the Museum) cost 50 cents.
The catalog went to great lengths and many words to explain why it was not free. The main reason was that
by charging for it the catalog only went to buyers and did not waste money and materials on people who had
no intention of catalog shopping, thus prices for goods could be kept lower. Apparently this was not a
successful promotion, because subsequent catalogs were always sent for free.

All orders needed to be prepaid, but there was an assortment of ways to pay. Post Office Money Orders,
Express Money Orders, bank drafts, cash, and postage stamps were all acceptable. Yes—postage stamps. If
you used postage stamps as payment you were asked to pay a bit more for the inconvenience to the seller, e.g.
for a $2.00 item you needed to send $2.10.

What could you order from the “Wish Book™ in the early 1900s? Just about anything. Prefabricated kit
homes, barns, and gas stations were available from Sears during the years of 1908 - 1940. “Build your barn
and all your farm buildings the Sears way and watch your savings grow. Each Sears farm building is a sleek,
handsome structure, scientifically designed by men who know exactly what is required of a barn and what
farmers’ needs are,” proclaimed one Sears ad. I wonder if we have any kit houses or farm buildings in our
West Concord area?

Skimming the Museum’s 1902 Sears catalog I saw everything from buggies and milk wagons to windmills
and hay rakes. Clothing, household goods, musical instruments,and cure-all medicines filled the pages. I was
curious to see how Sears’ prices compared to those of West Concord merchants in 1902. I paged through a
whole year’s worth of 1902 newspapers to discover that prices were usually comparable, but the convenience
of not needing to come to town in the horse and buggy, along with the wider selection in the more than 1000
pages of items in the catalog, was chosen by enough people to keep the mail order business booming.

Yet, I think I would rather have gone to Anna Bostwick’s hat store in West Concord to get my summer finery
and be able to try on Anna’s hats on the spot. She advertised braid hats trimmed in silk flowers and velvet for
$1.50 or a brimmed straw Sailors hat for 25 cents. M.E. Collins, the Orcutts, H. H. Roe, the Martig brothers,
and more sold clothing and dry goods in West Concord in 1902. The Cain brothers and J.C. Crossett sold
washing machines, stoves, and all kinds of hardware. W. T. Wilson sold corn shredders, mowers, rakes,
pumps, and windmills. You could get it all in your hometown if you wanted to.

Although Sears and Montgomery Ward both filed bankruptcy and ended their catalog businesses in the late
20th century and early 21st century, catalog shopping still plays an important part in our lives today. Many
catalogs are smaller and specific and many of us go online to order from them, although on-paper ordering is
acceptable, too.

Amazon, ebay and a vast assortment of .coms are America’s go-to online “catalog” shopping centers these
days. We study the online offerings the same way people used to examine the catalog “wish” books. The vast
array of goods offered and the convenience make life easier for us—just the way Montgomery Ward and Sears
catalog shopping once did. Yet, the “shop local” movement is alive and well just as it was in the 1902 (additional picture at www.westconcordmn.net, www.claremontmn net,
Enterprise. Two of their mantras are “Good things come to those who shop local” and “When you buy from a www.dodgecentermn.com)
small business, an actual person does a happy dance.” It puts a smile on my face to think of West Concord’s 1902 merchants’ pleasure and relief every time folks stopped in
and bought their goods. As Dan Rather said, “Supporting small businesses is not just about commerce; it’s about community.”

1902 Ad in the West Concord Enterprise
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We Salute Americas Dairy Farmers

We Would Like to Extend Our
Pride and Support to Our Area Dairy Farmers
during June Dairy Month

www.mbtbank.bank

Austin | Blooming Prairie | Dodge Center | Hayfield | Mantorville | Rochester FDIC CoNR
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Recognizing\

Dodge
County's
Dairy
Princesses
\ (continued from page 1)

Moving forward she plans to stay on the
farm part time and work construction.

Ellie Sauder is serving her third year as a
Dodge County dairy princess. She grew up on
her family's seventh generation dairy farm
in Pine Island. Ellie has 4 sisters, and most of
them work in some capacity on the farm or in
the agriculture industry, alongside many of
cousins, aunts, and uncles.

This summer, Ellie will be interning with
Midwest Dairy as a farmer relations intern,

working on dairy promotion and the Princess
Kay program. In the fall, she will be a junior
at the University of Wisconsin-River Falls,
where she is majoring in Agricultural Market-
ing and Communications with a minor in
Agricultural Business.

She grew up showing cattle in 4-H and FFA
and helping out around the farm. She now
feeds calves and helps with other
projects when home from school on week-
ends and breaks.

Ellie comments that there is never a dull
moment on the farm. “From putting cows
away when they get out in the middle of the
night to preparing cattle for the fair or spend-
ing time at the fair with cousins, every day on
the farm has some kind of excitement!”

As part of the 6th generation on her family's
farm, Ellie saw the Dodge County Dairy
Princess program as a great way to advocate
for dairy, develop leadership skills, and be in-
volved in her local community. As a county
dairy princess, some of her favorite events are
during the fair and June dairy month, when
they get to talk to consumers about dairy and

The Dodge County Dairy Princesses for 2025 were honored this weekend at the Hubbell
House. They are left to right: Ellie Sauder, Josie Sauder, Alita Reinhart

attend many local events. The dairy industry,
like all of agriculture right now, is rapidly
changing and becoming more innovative to
fit current issues and situations. As a dairy
princess, Ellie sees a huge need for agricul-
tural education and dairy promotion, and
hopes to fill that gap through her role as a
dairy advocate.

After finishing her degree at the University
of Wisconsin-River Falls, Ellie hopes to work
in communications for an agriculture-related
company.

Alita Rinehart is also serving her third year
as a Dodge County dairy princess.

—_— —
DO YOU HAVE AN

ANNOUNCEMENT?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

-
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All You Can Eat
PANGAKE BREAKFAST

RAIN OR Includes Pancakes, Eggs, Sausage
SHINE & Beverages

SATURDAY, JUNE 21

SATURDAY . .
FOOD STANDS 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM

OPEN AT 11AM!

SATURDAY, JUNE 21 §

CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Gopher State | LIVE MUSIC 8:00 AM

Garden Trophies at 1:00 PM

presents ANTIQUE TRACTOR PULL
Tractor Russ Franek 10:00 AM

Pull & The Biscuits

ANDY TACKETT 7:00PM-Midnight SATURDAY, JUNE 21
00 000000000000 0006000000 0O KI“SPED‘“_

Saturday Schedule of Events TRAGTOR PULL

AII YIIII l}an Eal Pancake Break'ast Under Mainstreet tent. Hosted by Nerstrand-Dennison Fire Dept., and Dennison Community Church. 11:00 AM

$12 for adults, $5 for kids 12 & under, 3 & under FREE. Includes pancakes, eggs, sausage, coffee, juice, milk

8a.m. Farmers Market Downtown [| '|' n 7

Citywide Garage Sales
GIaSSII: Gal‘ SII(IW on Malnsll'eel Presented by Clutchmen Car Club. Registration $10. Trophies at 1p.m. Contact Jason Aldorfer 612-203-4172 snT“Bmw at 1:30 PM!
8:30a.m. Ell(:llre al Fil'esille lllllnge For information, contact Jen Eggum 507-649-0602 A K’ ddl e P ara de
- Leads Off Main Parade
9:00a.m. sca"enger H“nt = Slllll l}asll P"ze! Meet and sign up at the tent. Hunt will begin at 9am.

(Ages 12 & under)
10a.m. Antique Tractor Pull Begins on the Hill sign up begins at 8:30a.m. Sign up at 12:00 p.m. South Main Street

Gow Milking Gontest main street, hosted by David Flom Dairy 3100 uu Pl‘ile fﬂl‘
L ]

1a.m. Food Stands Open |
Kids Pedal Tractor Pull on Mainstreet (At Mainstreet intersection) sign up begins at 10:30a.m. Beg: Ilpsaor7a6(!1‘e5 5;';; v

Noon I(ills Bingo Under the tent. Presented by Dennison Lions. Ages 3-11
Kickball Tournament Hosted by 625 Bar & Grill. Sign up at 625 Bar & Gril Dennison Lions Club

1oopm.  CGar Show Trophies Awarded DENNISON DAYS
rspm. Kids Camival RAFFLE

1:30p.m. Parade Downtown - A Kiddie Parade Leads Off Main Parade (ages 12 & under) 1st Prize: 500 Gash
$100.00 Prize for Best Parade Entry! sign up at Noon. South Mainstreet. Call 507-645-9992 2nd Prize: $200 Cash
230p.m. 625 Bar & Grill Bags Tournament - Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 3rd PIAce! sign up at 625 or call 507-782-9061 3rd Prize: $100 Cash

] : 4th Prize: $50 Cash
4:00p.m. Purse & Glﬂ (:al'll Blngll Presented by Dennison Lions & Fireside Lounge Drawing held at 9:00p.m. at the

6:30p.m. Keg Toss - $150 Gash Prize! across from Fireside Lounge Fireside Lounge
= = - . ) Need not be present to win.
7.00p.m-12a.m. Live Music - Russ Franek & The BiSCUILS 1s: cvent. No Cover Charge. 21 to drink. e S responsible for Ny [axee o es.

Presented by ProBuilt Construction and Fireside Lounge & Supper Club CHARITABLE GAMBLING PERMIT #2762

We Thank All Of Our Sponsors & Supporters

625 Bar & Grill CFS Farmers Mill Hamilton-Maring Auctions Mainstreet Messenger Pro Built Construction Tatge Jewelry

Ag Partners City of Dennison Firehouse Liquor Held Bus Merchants Bank River Country Coop Taylor Truck Lines

Alan D. King Construction Clutchmen Car Club Fireside Lounge & Supper Club Heritage Bank Midwest Machinery Co. - John Deere River Road Repair Terpstra Companies - Dundas

Big R Service Center College City Beverage - Budweiser Flom Dairy Holden Farms Nerstrand Agri Center Security State Bank Kenyon Traxler Power & Equipment

Brekken Farms and Trucking Community Resource Bank Flom Disposal How-Flat Farms, Tim Howie Nerstrand Custom Cabinets Security State Bank Wanamingo Wood Doc Construction - Emery Maher
Bryan Eggum Dekalb Cub Foods Flom Septic IMS Contracting Nerstrand Fire Dept. Severs Appraisal

CannonBelles D & S Sign Frandsen Bank Interstate Lumber - Cannon Falls Nerstrand Meats Specialized Floor Coverings e

Cannon Falls Beacon Dennison Community Church Garner’s Upholstery Kenyon Ace Hardware Nest Woodworking Streitz Heating & Cooling If we missed your name,
Cannon Falls Trailer Sales Dennison Depot Geno Peterson Kenyon Veterinary Clinic Northfield Lines Strese Tree Service please accept our apology.
Cannon Tackle Supply Dennison Meat Locker Goodhue County Cooperative Electric Kenyon VFW Northfield Retirement Center Sviggum Insurance Your support is appreciated.
Capital Construction Dennison Tire & Repair Great Rivers Mutual Insurance KYMN 95.1 Parkside General Store - Nerstrand Sweet Shibui Photography fef PP .
Castle Rock Bank Dohman Concrete Enterprises GVF Herefords - Dennison Lake Country Bank Paul’s Plumbing Syngenta
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The Cost of Vandalism in West Concord: A Message to Parents

In recent months, the City of West Concord
has seen a troubling uptick in vandalism on
city property —from graffiti and broken back-
boards in our parks to damaged windows and
public restrooms. These acts of senseless de-
struction do more than just mar the appear-
ance of our city—they place a serious
financial burden on a community already
working with extremely tight budgets.

Tight Budgets, Rising Costs
Every time city staff must clean up graffiti,

Name of Child

SURVIVAL DAYS 2025

Moms, Dads, and Grandparents
Send in a cute photo (no larger than 4x6)
of son, daughter, grandson or granddaughter

(Baby, parents, or grandparents must be West Concord residents.)

OPEN TO CHILDREN 0-36 MONTHS OLD as of 7/25/25
ALL PICTURES MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOON ON

JULY 7, ALONG WITH ENTRY FORM AND $5 FEE.

Email to: wntrorz@hotmail.com or Mail to:
Crystal Winter - 514 5th Street, West Concord, MN 55985
or drop off at Heritage Bank or City Hall

PLAN TO ATTEND THE ROYALTY PAGEANT AT
LION’S PARK on Friday, July 25th at 6:30pm!

replace broken equipment, or repair a de-
faced building, valuable taxpayer dollars are
diverted from essential services. West Con-
cord does not have deep pockets or unlimited
resources; we operate on a limited municipal
budget that is carefully allocated each year to
maintain roads, parks, safety services, and
community programs.

When funds must be redirected to cover
vandalism repairs, it means something else
in the community goes underfunded. In ad-

Date of Birth

Parents Name

Parents Address, Phone Number

Submitted By (if other than parent)

Name

Relationship to Child

Address

Phone Number

More details and additional forms at Heritage Bank and City Hall.

dition, repeated incidents have begun to af-
fect our municipal insurance premiums,
which is yet another growing cost the city
must shoulder—ultimately paid for by all
residents.

Affecting More Than Just Property

Vandalism doesn't only impact city infra-
structure—it damages our shared sense of
community pride and safety. When play-
grounds are defaced, or public spaces
trashed, it sends a message that West Con-
cord isn’t cared for. That’s not the truth—but
perception matters. A neglected appearance
can lower property values and deter both vis-
itors and future investment.

The emotional toll on city workers and vol-
unteers is real as well. Many of these spaces
are maintained by people who deeply care
about our community. Seeing their efforts re-
peatedly undone can be disheartening.

Parents: We Need Your Help

A significant number of vandalism inci-

dents involve youth—many of them out past

curfew, unsupervised. West Concord enforces
a curfew for minors, and we urge parents and
guardians to make sure their children are
home by then, unless accompanied by an
adult.

We’re asking all parents to stay involved.
Know where your children are, who they’re
with, and what they’re doing—especially dur-
ing the evening hours. Talk to them about re-
specting public property and taking pride in
the city we all share.

Community Pride Starts at Home

Preventing vandalism isn’t just a job for po-
lice or city officials—it’s a shared responsi-
bility. We encourage families, neighbors, and
community groups to speak up, get involved,
and look out for one another.

Our city is small, proud, and built on the val-
ues of mutual respect and cooperation. Let’s
work together to protect what we’ve built and
ensure West Concord remains a safe and
beautiful place for everyone—especially our
children.

If you are planning to have a garage sale during
Survival Days, contact

Kim Jones at jones.kim@frontier.com
or private message via Facebook.

Your ad will be placed in
The Messenger paper for no charge,
listed on the Survival Days
Facebook page, and added to a list of
all sales that will be available at City
Hall. Deadline is July 11 to be in-
cluded on the The Messenger listing.

6ARAp
SALE ‘
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Join us for Book Group at the West Concord Library | Kick Off to Summer Reading at the
Saturday, July 19 from 9-10am .
Solito by Javier Zamora West Concord Library

Javier Zamora’s adventure is a 3,000-mile journey from
his small town in El Salvador, through Guatemala and
Mexico, and across the U.S. border. He will leave behind
his beloved aunt and grandparents to reunite with a mother
who left four years ago and a father he barely remembers.
Traveling alone amid a group of strangers and a “coyote”
hired to lead them to safety, Javier expects his trip to last
two short weeks.

At nine years old, all Javier can imagine is rushing into
his parents’ arms, snuggling in bed between them, and liv-
ing under the same roof again. He cannot foresee the per-
ilous boat trips, relentless desert treks, pointed guns, arrests
and deceptions that await him; nor can he know that those
two weeks will expand into two life-altering months along-
side fellow migrants who will come to encircle him like an
unexpected family.

A memoir as gripping as it is moving, Solito provides an immediate and intimate ac- Kick off to summer
count not only of a treacherous and near-impossible journey, but also of the miraculous reading at The West
kindness and love delivered at the most unexpected moments. Solito is Javier Zamora’s Concord Library on
story, but it’s also the story of millions of others who had no choice but to leave home. June 11 with music by

Genre: Memoir, Nonfiction Will Bjorndal. It's not

First Published: September 2022, 384 pages (hardcover) too late to sign up. Stop

in the library to get
your reading log and
Water and Sewer Update — City of West Concord | &=t prizes for

Utility Billing Software Upgrade

The City of West Concord has recently upgraded its Utility Billing Software. While

we’re still ironing out a few details, we expect to provide customers with online access Memorial Park Paver Fundraiser

to view, pay, and manage their accounts by mid-July.

In the meantime, if you have questions about your bill, water usage, or any related mat- fOI' the POOl / P ark
ters, please contact Beth at City Hall at 507-527-2668.
Stop Water Leaks — Save Money

Did you know that even a small, unrepaired water leak can significantly increase your
water bill?

* A minor drip can waste 120 gallons per day — that’s 3,600 gallons per month.

* Toilets are a common source of leaks. A faulty seal can waste up to 100 gallons per
hour.

* Even a slow faucet drip can waste 10 to 20 gallons per day.
Water-Saving Tips:

e Take shorter showers or shallow baths. Aim for 5 inches of bathwater or a 5-minute
shower.

* Turn off the tap while brushing your teeth. Use a glass of water for rinsing.

e Fill the sink with a few inches of warm water to rinse your razor instead of running
water.

* Run dishwashers and washing machines only with full loads.

* When hand-washing dishes, fill a second sink with clean water for rinsing rather than
letting the faucet run.

Memorial Park is taking orders for memorial pavers as an ongoing fundraiser for the

* Keep bottles of drinking water in the refrigerator to avoid running the tap for cold pool/park. Cost is $100. They are a great way to honor a loved one that is longer with
water. ) us & support your community. If you would like to purchase one, please contact Kim
* Water your lawn only when necessary and during the coolest part of the day. Water Jones at jones kim@frontier.com or 507-951-7535. Deadline to order is June 25, 2025.

deeply to reach the roots.
 Use a bucket of soapy water to wash your car. Turn on the hose only for rinsing.

Sewer Maintenance Reminder O Q ‘ ‘ 7
As a resident, you play a vital role in maintaining both the City’s main sewer line and Upcomlng Events mn eSt Concord

your own private sewer service line. To avoid costly blockages and backups, never flush West Concord is a vibrant community with lots of activities happening.
or II);)}H the following items down the drain or toilet: If you haven’t checked out one of our events, why not get involved in 2025!
* Diapers
* “Flushable” wipes (they’re often not truly flushable) Library Events
* Sanitary napkins or feminine hygiene products e July 26: National Eagle Center Presentation
* Rags, ShQP towels ) ) ) ) (as part of Survival Days; presentation in Historical Society Gym) at 1:00 PM
* Automotive products like oil, grease, gasoline, or antifreeze e July 30: Raising Hope Ranch: Parrot Facts & Big Laughs at 10:00 AM
* Household items such as ashes, corrosives, glass, metals, paint, poisons, or solvents * August 12: Dazzling Dave Yo-Yo Performance & Workshop at 1:00 PM
* Yard debris like sand, soil, or mud * September 25: Folky Duck Painting Workshop at 5:00 PM
Why this matters:
Products labeled “flushable” often do not disintegrate like toilet paper. These materials Community Events & Celebrations
can accumulate in sewer lines and lift stations, causing serious blockages. If a product * June 19: Open Swim at Memorial Park
doesn’t fall apart easily when wet or contains cloth or mesh fibers, it should go in the * July 24-27: 40th Annual Survival Days
trash — not the toilet. _ o . . * August 5: National Night Out
Flushing non-degradable materials, grease, or similar substances constitutes a “prohib- * September 20: 4th Annual OktoberFest

ited discharge” and is a violation of the City’s sewer use ordinance. e December 6: Christmas in West Concord
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The Next
Generation
of Leadership

at SMIF

Tim Penny
So. MN Initiative Foundation

After 18 years of sharing stories with south-
ern Minnesota readers, this is my last op-ed
as President and CEO of Southern Minnesota
Initiative Foundation (SMIF). As I prepare to
retire, I do so with immense gratitude and
pride. For nearly two decades, I've had the
privilege of working alongside passionate in-
dividuals, dedicated partners and visionary
communities all unified by a common goal:
to build a stronger, more vibrant southern
Minnesota. Together, we’ve championed
small towns, nurtured early childhood devel-
opment and empowered rural entrepreneurs —

creating a legacy that will continue to grow
and evolve far beyond my tenure.

This journey has been deeply personal and
much more than a career — it’s been a calling.
Growing up near Kiester, and later serving
southern Minnesota in Congress, I’ve long
believed in the power and promise of rural
places and the people who call them home.
At SMIF, I’ve seen that spirit in action every
day. It has been an incredible honor to help
lift up those stories, support those dreams,
and be part of a shared journey that continues
to inspire me.

As SMIF approaches its 40th anniversary,
I couldn’t be more confident in the road
ahead. The Foundation is in exceptional
hands, guided by a remarkable team and bol-
stered by strong community partnerships.

I am so proud to pass the torch on to Benya
Kraus, who will be starting as SMIF’s next
President and CEO in mid-June. Benya has
deep family roots in Waseca County, going
back six generations. More importantly, she
brings with her a fresh perspective and an in-
spiring track record as a rising leader in rural
development, earning national recognition
for elevating the value of rural living. Benya
represents the next generation of leadership
in our region, and I have every confidence
that she will bring energy, vision and purpose
to the role.

Benya’s work is grounded in both lived ex-
perience and a deep commitment to commu-
nity. As a co-founder of Lead for America,
she has led efforts to reconnect young people
with their hometowns and invest in home-
grown leadership. Her values and approach
align beautifully with SMIF’s mission, and I

know she will honor the Foundation’s legacy
while charting bold new paths. Southern
Minnesota is fortunate to have her, and I look
forward to cheering on her success as she
helps shape the future of this region we all
love.

While I am turning the page on this chapter,
I will always be a champion for southern
Minnesota, and going forward I will gladly
volunteer some time to assist SMIF where

appropriate. In fact, I am excited to share that
a new endowed fund has been established in
my name to support small towns across our
region — ensuring this work will flourish.

I am deeply grateful to all of you for your
friendship, your trust, and the chance to serve
a place I will always proudly call home.

If you are inclined to donate to the Tim
Penny Small Towns Fund, visit smifounda-
tion.org/smalltownfund.
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New

Boater
Education
Law

By Minnesota DNR

o

Effective Date: July 1, 2025

Starting on July 1, 2025, a new law will re-
quire some adults and youth who operate mo-
torboats—including personal watercraft—to
have a valid watercraft operator's permit. Peo-
ple who already have a permit are not affected
by the law, which is designed to make boating
safer by ensuring everyone operating a mo-
torized watercraft knows the rules and is prop-
erly trained. Here's a breakdown of the key
points:

Adult operators:

Permit requirement: Some adults (defined
below) will need a valid operator's permit to
drive any motorboat or personal watercraft
starting July 1, 2025.

Exemptions: Some adults are exempt from
this requirement. Check the law for specific
exemptions.

Supervised operation: People without a per-
mit still can operate a boat, but only if there's
an accompanying operator (defined below)

onboard.
Young operators:

Restrictions on high-powered watercraft:
Young operators (people less than 12 years
old), can't operate a personal watercraft or
any motorboat with a motor over 75 horse-
power.

Low-powered motorboats: Young operators
can operate a motorboat that's not a personal
watercraft and has a motor under 75 horse-
power as long as there is an accompanying
operator in the motorboat.

Who is considered an adult operator?

Is 12 years old or older, and

Was born after these dates:

June 30, 2004 (starts July 1, 2025)

June 30, 2000 (starts July 1, 2026)

June 30, 1996 (starts July 1, 2027)

June 30, 1987 (starts July 1, 2028)

This means people born after June 30,
2004, will need a permit to operate a boat
starting in 2025. The permit requirement will
gradually apply to older age groups over the
next few years.

Who is considered an accompanying
operator?

A person 21 years of age or older who:

Is in a personal watercraft or other type of
motorboat;

Is within immediate reach of the controls
of the motor; and

Possesses a valid operator's permit or is an
exempt operator.

Who is considered an exempt operator?

"Exempt operator" means a motorboat op-
erator, including a personal watercraft oper-
ator, who is 12 years of age or older and who:

Possesses a valid license to operate a mo-

TRITON CLASS OF 2025

OLIVIA WEBER
SPONSORED BY

torboat issued for maritime personnel by the
United States Coast Guard under Code of
Federal Regulations, title 46, part 10, or a
marine certificate issued by the Canadian
government.

Is not a resident of the state, is temporarily
using the waters of the state for a period not
to exceed 60 days, and:

* meets any applicable requirements of the
state or country of residency; or

* possesses a Canadian pleasure craft oper-
ator's card;

* is operating a motorboat under a dealer's
license according to section 86B.405; or

* is operating a motorboat during an emer-
gency.

Key takeaways:

Adult and youth permits: Young operators
and some adults need a valid operator's per-
mit to operate certain motorized watercraft.
For adults born after June 30, 2004, the re-

quirement starts in 2025. The law will extend
to older age groups over time.

Youth restrictions: Young operators can't op-
erate boats with more than 75 horsepower.
They can operate boats (that are not PWC)
with less than 75 horsepower if they're with
an accompanying operator.

Gradual rollout: The law will phase in over
the next few years. The operator permit re-
quirement starts in 2025 and gradually ex-
pands through 2028.

This new law aims to improve safety on the
water by making sure everyone operating a
motorized watercraft is trained and qualified.
Rentals:

18 and older: Must have a valid watercraft
operator's permit.

Under 18: Cannot rent watercraft.

SIGN UP NOW with this link
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/boat-
water/education.html.
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Southeastern
Minnesota Arts
Council Awards

$345,985 in
Organizational

Grants to Support
Arts Programming
Across
Southeastern
Minnesota

52 Organizations Receive
Funding to Advance Arts

\ind Cultural Programming

in the Region

This activity is made possible
by the voters of Minnesota
through grants from the Min-
nesota State Arts Board thanks
to a legislative appropriation
from the arts and cultural her-
itage fund.

Rochester, MN — On May 13,

2025, the Southeastern Minnesota Arts
Council (SEMAC) Board of Directors an-
nounced the awarding of $345,985 in arts
programming grants to nonprofit organiza-
tions and schools throughout Southeastern
Minnesota. These grants will support diverse
arts and cultural programming and strengthen
creative communities across the region.

The funding includes:

18 Legacy Grants to arts organizations to-
taling $180,000

16 Legacy Grants to non-arts groups total-
ing $79,710

7 Programming Grants to arts organizations
totaling $32,100

11 Small Towns/Rural Areas Grants total-
ing $54,175

Grant Recipients Dodge County:

Mantorville Economic Development Au-
thority received a $5,000 Small Towns/Rural
Areas Grant for Art in the Park 2026.

Mantorville Theatre Company received a
$4,890 Small Towns/Rural Areas Grant for
All Student Theatre Production.

Got a Great
Local News Story‘i

Tell us about it today! =

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex: commercial or farm real estate
transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is committed to providing real estate
transactional expertise and personal customer sertice.

38 W Main St, Dodge Center ¢ 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com ¢ www.dclandtitle.com

McMartin

Electric Inc.
507-528-2578

64005 130th Ave.
Claremont, MN

Industrial

Trenching

Residential

Commercial

Agricultural

Wiring or Rewiring

Bucket Truck Service
Repairs or Troubleshooting

Electrical Design and Design Builds

€ THANK YOU,
™  DAIRY

. PRODUCERS!

" Proud to Support
¢ National
™ Dairy Month

R,

&

Zumbrota, MN
Phone: 507-732-7614
Email:
kalassagency@kalassagency.com

Insurance Brokers

of Byron
505 Frontage Rd NE
Byron MN 55920
Phone: 507-775-7280
Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com

TR

COMMUNITY GROWN
INSURANCE
¢ ...you’re covered! e
1 o
Q» WWw.vsgmi.com Q
- Kalass Agenty Sviggum Agency -
U 242 Main Street 133 Main Street U

Wanamingo
Phone: 507-824-5105
Email:
agent(@svigguminsurance.com

North Risk Partners

Rochester
2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100
Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-288-7600
Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com

&

TRITON CLASS OF 2025

MILEY DOSTAL
SPONSORED BY

Family Owned for

¢ Metal Products

e Steel Processing

Over 75 Yearo

e Fabrication
e Scrap Metal Recycling

702 2nd Avenue SE, Dodge Center
507-374-6336




June 18, 2025

Community

- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER -

Page 19

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes

New Life for
an Old
Axe Head

By Terry Campbell

This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Minnesota
when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

Tennessee was settled by pioneers about a
century before Minnesota, so there is a wealth
of historical items to be found. Daniel Boone
had first explored this part of the country in
1760. The area we live in was the site of a
significant Civil War battle and items turn up
from time to time from that era and before.

One morning I was walking at the north-
east end of our property and I saw something

metal imbedded in the ground. After kicking
the soil away, I realized it was more substan-
tial than just a tin can. [ became more inter-
ested by the moment as I extracted it from the
earth. Even covered in crusty scales of rust
and dirt I could identify what it was. Excit-
edly, I headed for the shop. That is just where
aman goes when he has a project to work on.
My mind was imagining all the scenarios that
the history of this axe head might have in-
cluded. I had the foresight to take a picture
of it on my workbench before the restoration
began.

My mind wandered across axe stories as I
pondered the direction I would take with this
new project. An axe is the tool of a woods-
man. Paul Bunyon had a big axe for shopping
down trees in the Northwoods. I used a mat-
tock to chop frozen silage off the silo walls in
the winter. We always carried an axe when
cutting wood to free a pinched chainsaw bar

from a large tree trunk or limb. I remembered
a story from the Bible back in 848 BC when
a workman had the axe head fly off the han-
dle and out into the river. The prophet Elisha
threw a stick out onto the river and the iron
axe head floated to the surface for the man to
retrieve. (2 Kings 6:1-6) Axe heads always
had value.

I started cleaning the axe head up and then
polished the rust off using the wire brush on
my bench grinder. It was pitted from years in
the mud, but I eventually got down to the
bare metal. What began as just another day
was suddenly exciting and interesting in a
way I had never imagined. I love to work in
the shop on most any project and this was a
most unusual one. It was by far the oldest ar-
tifact I had found here on any of our proper-
ties in Tennessee. Once the axe head was
cleaned up, I began to think of what to do
with it.

I already had nice new hatchet for splitting
kindling wood. It was shiny and bright, but
had been purchased and not discovered on
our property. I bought oak slab wood from
the Swift Sawmill to burn in our firepit in the
evenings. I would split the wood into small
pieces for an easy fire. I started thinking that

this new found axe head would be excellent
for that job.

I selected a nice slab of oak board from the
firewood rack and began to cut it to size.
Measuring and cutting and lots of wood
chisel work formed the top of the handle to
fit precisely into the opening of the axe head.
I drove it firmly into place and trimmed off
the excess from the top. Was an enjoyable
morning in the shop and I had a new tool
from an old relic. Quite satisfying.

Share Your Good News
with the Community!

Submit your engagement,
wedding or birth announcement
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

AM innesotan:\
Outdoor
Weather

By RosaLin Alcoser

\

Once again it’s summer in Minnesota
which means that it’s time for all Min-
nesotans to migrate outside. We all know
that the four Minnesota seasons are pre
winter, winter, still winter and construction
season; otherwise known as summer.
Which is the cue for all of us to go outside
while we can.

We all know that we have to take advan-

tage of the good weather while we have it.
After all, we live where it can snow for
about seven months out of the year; so we
all have to make the best of it when we can.

For some people this means gardening,
going to the lake, or biking. When I was a
little kid in rural Minnesota this ment us
getting sent out to play in the field until
supper time. As an older child and teen it
meant running around the woods until it
was time to come back.

Now that I'm an adult in the Twin Cities
it means my household is going hiking
nearly every chance we get. Whether it is
through the local nature center or on a trail
in a State Park we hike as much as possi-
ble. From the time that it gets into the 40’s,
mainly because I’m a translatplant and
can’t be pried outside until it’s at least 40
degrees, onward we hike.

Easy path, hard path, paved, unpaved,
even the occausall not quite a path. We will
hike it. Until the winter comes around
again and all the Minnesotans go back in-
side for the winter. Except for those of you
that are really into winter outdoors activi-
ties. However, I think that the rest of us
will leave the cold weather outdoor exur-
sions to you.
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1 » O.~-Dairy Producers

The Dodge County Dairy Princesses for 2025 were honored this weekend at the Hubbell House.
They are left to right: Ellie Sauder, Josie Sauder, Alita Reinhart

During June Dairy Month, we celebrate all that you bring to the table.
From fresh products that nourish our bodies to the jobs and revenue generated for our communities,
dairy farms are essential in keeping our community healthy and strong.

www.heritagebankmn.com

WEST CONCORD: 181 Main Street 507-527-2236
NORTHFIELD: 1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736 Member
DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929 EULALHOUSG FDIC




SECTION B

Triton Superintendent retires After three decades of service

(continued from page 1)

What started as a desperate plan B led to a job
opportunity as a Junior High teacher for Tri-
ton Public Schools in 1993. Since then, his
life has catapulted into a 30+ year experience
with the district, where he has climbed the
ranks and improved the educational experi-
ence of thousands of students.

Craig's retirement this spring marks the end
of a three-decade journey that started in his
childhood home in Spring Lake Park, Min-
nesota. Before dedicating his life to teaching,
his interests lay almost entirely in the sports
realm. After graduating from his town's
school in 1985, the University of Wyoming
granted him the incredible opportunity to at-
tend college with a full football scholarship.
His mother's unfortunate passing two weeks
before the school year began undoubtedly
made this a difficult adjustment. While having
to start anew, Craig played as a redshirt for the

next four years, competing in the Holiday
Bowl against Jowa and Oklahoma State in
1987 and 1988. These initial opportunities
led him into an illustrious sports career that
allowed him to play in the Blue-Grey Game
and Senior Bowl, get drafted into the 8th
round of the Minnesota Vikings, and eventu-
ally play for teams like the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers, New Jersey Knights, and Cincinnati
Rockers in the following years.

So much strain and competition during this
time led him to injure both of his knees
through different incidents, which served as
the initial domino to topple his sports career.
Deciding to take advantage of his college ed-
ucation, Craig made the difficult but worth-
while decision to leave his football pursuits
behind to teach in his home community. The
first of his many positions began when Triton
Public Schools hired him as a Junior High
PE & Health teacher in the fall of 1993. After

(continued from page 1)

The Gopher State Garden Tractor Pullers
will return to Main Street Friday evening
in Dennison, hosted by 625 Bar & Grill.

More information is available at
WWWw.gsgtp.com.

Following the Pull, 625 will host live
music from Andy Tackett.

A full schedule of events will take place
Saturday. Kicking off the days will be the
annual pancake breakfast, hosted by the
Nerstrand Fire Department and Dennison
Church.

The Farmers Market is scheduled to re-
turn along with The Classic Car Show.

Trophies will be awarded for the Car
Show at 1 PM.

Euchre will take place at The Fireside at
8:30. New this year is a Scavenger Hunt
at 9 AM. Those wishing to participate
should sign up at the Mainstreet Tent to
learn about the search area. The First per-
son to find the treasure will win $100.00.

Grill.

Russ Franek and The Biscuits
to Headline Dennison Days

Andy Tackett will perform during Denni-
son Days Friday, June 20th at 625 Bar &
Grill

The Antique Tractor Pull begins on the hill at 10 AM. The Cow milking Contest hosted
by Flom Dairy will be at 10 AM downtown.

The Kids Pedal Pull will take place at 11 AM, and Kids Bingo under the tent will be at
noon. A kickball tournament will be at Noon in the city park area. The kids carnival will
be from 1-3 PM, with the parade on mainstreet at 1:30. Be a part of the parade! Best
Parade entry can will $100.00 A Bags tournament will start at 2:30 hosted by 625 Bar &

Other activities on the afternoon calendar include Purse & Gift Card Bingo at 4 pm.

The Keg Toss returns at 6:30 across from Fireside, and the day rouonds out with local
musicans, RUSS FRANEK and THE BISCUITS playing entertaining for the evening. A
Full Schedule is available at www.dennisondays.org.

Also watch for any updates on the website and on Facebook!

only three years, he received an additional
hour to work in the role of "student services."
With it came the responsibility to assist those
struggling academically to get them back on
track. Meeting with these students to discuss
how they might improve and create a better
future for themselves was tremendously ful-
filling. A part of his philosophy was to help
students understand that making mistakes is
inevitable; "it's what we do after them that's
most important." When a student realized the
district was here to help, Craig's role helped
them make better choices and ultimately live
better lives.

His three-decade journey at Triton was far
from over, however. After teaching health
classes for two more years in the newly re-
modeled Dodge Center building, Craig
briefly served as the Dean of Students and
Assistant Principal. From this experience, he
found his place as the Middle School Princi-
pal in 2002 for twelve years before leading
the high school for five. Up to this point,
Craig's work in various positions and capac-
ities had amounted to a deep love for the
school district. As a result, he decided to
apply for the newly opened superintendent
position for the 2019-2020 school year, the
role he kept for five years up to his retire-
ment. Looking back on this opportunity to
serve as the district leader, Craig is incredi-
bly grateful to have been part of such an out-
standing district and group of staff. Being
involved with the community while watch-
ing his four boys grow and learn at Triton has
been a massive blessing.

Craig Schlichting: "Having a place for stu-
dents to develop during their pre-teen years
is so important, which is why my proudest
achievement is likely developing a genuine
middle school. These students are at an age
where they are changing and developing
more than at any other time besides infancy,
and it is critical to provide safeguards to sup-
port them as they mature."

Reflecting on his experience with the dis-
trict over the years, Craig can only point to
good things. To genuinely enjoy your job is
rare nowadays, but he has found significant
fulfillment in serving this community and
meeting its amazing people. An inevitable
part of being an administrator is making de-
cisions that, while not always popular with
everyone, are done with the best intentions
in mind for students. Everyone has been a
child before, and they know that addressing
complicated issues in a student's academic
journey often requires equally thorough solu-
tions. By looking back on all his challenges
as a youth, Craig aimed to relate with the
school and remind them that they were cared

Craig Schlichting

for. This idea that assistance was only an ask
away coincided with his final goal: to remind
students that discipline was not something
done to them. Instead, it was for them to help
students make better decisions. When asked
if he had any final comments on his time,
Craig emphasized the importance of finding
happiness regardless of our situation.

"I can't help but think about those we have
lost. Death can be hard to understand, espe-
cially when it happens to a student. It is the
most challenging thing I have dealt with in
my career, reminding us that we should cher-
ish each day and be grateful for what memo-
ries we have. I have always tried to model
that as an example for others, and I hope that
is what people remember me for."

This feeling of contentment will continue to
guide Craig as he stays in touch with Triton
Schools after retirement. His incredible con-
tributions to the district will no doubt extend
beyond his decades of service. In the coming
weeks, however, he plans on taking the op-
portunity to do something his previous role
prevented: disconnect. Unavoidably, being a
superintendent requires flexibility to be on-
site at a moment's notice. Relaxing in a tree
stand, hunting, and fishing without interrup-
tions will help provide him this much-needed
time off. Following this, he aims to find ful-
fillment in another role that allows him to
help students on their life journey. From pro-
fessional football to fulfilling teaching, Craig
Schlichting's story precisely illustrates that
things won't always end up how we want
them to. Storms may come. Challenges will
arise. But by seeing things for their benefit
and being content with what we have, we can
heed the advice Craig often includes by Abra-
ham Lincoln at the end of his emails: "Most
people are about as happy as they make up
their minds to be."

Dodge Center, Claremont, West Concord Messenger: Phone 507-649-3327 © E-mail: hometownmessenger@gmail.com ® Box I, West Concord, MN 55985
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Circus
Returns to
Dennison

| July 31

Thanks to the sponsorship

of the Dennison Lions Club

& Fireside Lounge, the

Culpepper & Merriweather

Circus, America’s Favorite

Big Top Circus is coming

back to Dennison, MN — Thursday July 31,
2025 to the lot across from the Dennison
Community Church located at 37514 3rd Ave.

C&M Circus has been providing quality,
local family entertainment for 37 years.

This authentic One-Ring, BigTop Circus has
been featured on the A&E Special: Under the
Big Top, Nick News: On the Road with Cir-
cusKids and most recently OETA's Big Top
Town.

This year, we're very excited to bring you
our performance featuring Big Cats presented
by Trey Key, our Aerialist Extraordinaire Si-
mone on the trapeze, 10th generation Loyal
Bareback Horse Riders, the Perez Daredevil

Duo on the Tight Rope andWheel of Destiny,
Elizabeth Ayala's incredible foot juggling
and hair hang and everyone's favorite Circus-
Clown Leo Acton.

Circus Day Schedule

9:30 a.m - Tent Raising & Tour

Everyone is invited to watch the Big Top
rise! You'll also get a chance totour the
grounds and get a behind-the-scenes look at
our show! Learn about life on the road and
the care our animals receive.

4:00 p.m. - Midway Opens

Pony Rides, Moon Bounce, Giant Slide,
Face Painting, Concession Standand Box Of-
fice open up for some extra fun!

5:00 & 7:30 Circus Performance

Get ready for an amazing show the whole
family will love! Each show lasts about 90
minutes.

Our performers are sure to amaze, delight
and entertain the audience members of all
ages beyond your wildest imagination.

Advance Tickets Prices

Adult Ticket - $13; Child (2-12) or Senior
(65+) - $8

(continued on page 23)

Legal Documents for Elder Years

Brought to You By

Circle Drive Manor Assisted Living, LLC {\iejlissa
. .. ristiay
“Quiet Country Living Close to Home” 507-52732’214”

Contact Brymz or

www.cdmassistedliving.com
56733 State Hwy. 56, West Concord, MN 55985

Dear Savvy Senior,

What kinds of legal documents do I need to help my family take care
of me in my elder years? | would like to get my affairs in order but
could use some help.

—Approaching 80

Dear Approaching,

All adults, especially an older adult like yourself, should have at least five
legal documents to protect yourself and your family. These documents will
make sure your wishes regarding your estate are legal and clear and will
help minimize any conflicts and confusion with your family and your health
care providers if you become seriously ill or when you die. Here are the
key documents you need, along with some tips to help you create them.

Durable Power of Attorney: This document allows you to designate
someone you trust to handle your financial affairs if you become
incapacitated.

Advance Directive: This includes two documents that spell out your
wishes regarding your end-of-life medical treatment. The two documents
are a “living will” which tells your doctor what kind of care you want to
receive if you become incapacitated. And a “health care power of attorney”
(or health care proxy), which names a person you authorize to make
medical decisions on your behalf if you’re unable.

To complement your advance directive, you should also consider getting
a Physician Orders for Life-Sustaining Treatment. This is a state specific
form that your doctor would fill out that translates your end-of-life wishes
into medical orders to ensure your wishes are carried out.

A Will: This lets you spell out your wishes of how you’d like your property
and assets distributed after you die, whether it’s to family, friends or a
charity. It also allows you to designate an executor to ensure your wishes
are carried out and allows you to name guardians if you have dependent
children.

In addition to a will, if you own real estate or have considerable assets,
another option you may want to consider is a “revocable living trust.” This
functions like a will but allows your estate to avoid the time and expense of
probate (the public legal process that examines your estate after you die)
and helps ensure your estate’s privacy.

HIPPA Release: This form gives your healthcare provider permission to
discuss your medical care and medical bills with those you designate. You
may need specific HIPAA release forms for each medical professional or
health care establishment you deal with.

Do-It-Yourself

If you have a simple estate and an uncomplicated family situation, there
are do-it-yourself resources that can help you create all these documents
for a few hundred dollars. Some top-rated options to consider include
Quicken WillMaker & Trust software, Trust & Will and Legal Zoom.

Get Help

If, however, you want or need assistance or if you have a complicated
financial situation, blended family or have considerable assets, you should
hire an attorney. An experienced lawyer can make sure you cover all your
bases — especially when writing a will or living trust — which can help avoid
family confusion and squabbles after you’re gone.

Costs will vary depending on where you reside, but you can expect to pay
somewhere between $500 and $2,000 for a basic estate plan that includes
a will, power of attorney and advance directive. If you want your estate
plan to include a living trust, that can run anywhere between $1,500 and
$5,000.

The National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys and the National
Association of Estate Planners and Councils are two good resources that
have directories on their websites to help you find someone in your area.

If money is tight, check with your state’s bar association to find low-cost
legal help in your area. Or call the Eldercare Locater at 800-677-1116 for a
referral.

J
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Circus

Returns to
Dennison
July 31

\ (continued from page 22)

Advance tickets can be purchased BE-
FORE Circus Day from these locations:

Heritage Bank Dennison

Dennison Depot

Fireside Lounge & Supper Club

Parkside General Store -Nerstrand

A higher percentage of advance tickets

Do you
need help
with your
foenails?

Registered nurse and cerfified
foot care nurse will trim your nails
in your home.

Joyful Feet Foolcare

Phone: 507-475-1434 (okay to text)
Email: joyfulfeet@yahoo.com

goesback to the sponsor, meaning more
money backinto your community! You'll also
save money and can skip the lines at the box
office!

To find out more about this year's show, find
usonline, visit our social media, call, or e-
mail!

Website: cmcircus.com

Facebook: Culpepper & Merriweather

Circus

Instagram: @cmcircus

E-mail: cmcircus@gmail.com

Phone Number: 580-326-8833

TRITON CLASS OF 2025

ALIYAH BENNEROTTE
SPONSORED BY

111 West Front Street, Claremont, MN 55924
507-528-2233
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Ghost Poops?‘h
Allergy Season,
Worst Ever?

K By Shauna Burshem, D.C.

What Foods Trigger the Greatest Cravings,
Leading to Overeating? Researchers at the
German Center for Diabetes Research have
found that just five days of overeating ultra-
processed snack foods can alter how insulin
functions in the brain—even before you no-
tice a single pound gained. Insulin isn’t just
about blood sugar; it’s a hormone that helps
the brain manage hunger, satisfaction, and
that all-important feeling of self-control after
eating. When insulin’s signaling breaks down,
that gentle nudge telling you “enough for
now” goes silent. Suddenly, you find yourself
craving more food, regardless of real hunger

or need. What really surprised me about this
study, published in Nature Metabolism, is
how the negative effects on the brain out-
lasted the unhealthy eating itself. After re-
turning to a regular diet, the brain scans
revealed lingering disruptions in areas tied to
memory, decision-making, and reward —ac-
tually resembling patterns seen in obesity.
This tells us that even short encounters with
ultraprocessed foods can leave a mark, echo-
ing long after the bags and boxes are emp-
tied. The environment doesn’t help matters.
The smell of cookies in the air, a well-placed
ad, or even the crinkle of packaging works
like Pavlov’s bell, triggering the brain to seek
out food, hunger or not. All of this manipu-
lates our natural satiety cues, teaching us to
eat for reasons other than nourishing our bod-
ies. Even more, these ultraprocessed snacks
light up dopamine pathways in the brain,
similar to addictive drugs, driving us to crave
more—even if the reward fades with each
bite. Restoring a healthy relationship with
food begins with honest, mindful choices.
I’ve seen it firsthand; swapping out ultra-
processed snacks for whole foods, slowing
down to appreciate each meal, and adding
some daily movement can reignite your
body’s natural signals. It’s a process that’s as
much about tuning into your own experience
as it is about nutrition science. After all, re-
claiming your appetite isn’t just about food,
but about finding satisfaction and control in
the everyday moments at the table. Here are

some examples of ultraprocessed foods.
Ready-to-eat meals and snacks: Frozen piz-
zas, instant noodles, ready-made pasta
dishes, and packaged soups. Sweet and sa-
vory packaged snacks: Chips, chocolate,
candy, biscuits, and pastries. Breakfast cere-
als and bars: Often sweetened with additives
and preservatives. Processed meats: Cold
cuts, ham, sausages, hotdogs, chicken
nuggets, and fish sticks. Mass-produced
bread and baked goods: Including packaged
breads, buns, and pastries. Carbonated
drinks: Soda, energy drinks, and sports
drinks. Ice cream and frozen desserts: Often

containing numerous additives. Sweetened
and flavored dairy products: Such as fruit-fla-
vored yogurts. Sauces and condiments:
Ketchup, mayonnaise, and other packaged
sauces.

What Ghost Poops Say About Your Diges-
tion and Gut Health. Ghost poops, also
known as “no wipers,” are those rare, deeply
satisfying bowel movements that leave no
residue behind when you wipe and sink
straight to the bottom of the toilet. To me,
that’s not some fluke of nature; it’s a sign
your gut is truly thriving.

(continued on page 25)

Abundant Thanks to Our
Nation’s Dairy Farmers

Proudly Celdnwﬁn?
Wational Dainy Month

CISCOOPRCOI]

10 Healthy Fruits for Doys

Have you ever caught your dog eyeing your fruit bowl with those irresistible puppy eyes? It’s tempting to share a juicy slice with your furry friend, but not all fruits
are safe for dogs. Some fruits can boost your dog’s health and happiness, and here are ten that are safe for them

Blueberries are more than just a delicious snack—they're little bursts of health for your dog. Packed with antioxidants, they help fight cell damage and support
your dog’s immune system. Blueberries are also a great source of fiber and vitamin C, which can aid digestion and keep your pup’s coat shiny. Even better, these
berries are low in calories, making them perfect for training treats. Just offer a few at a time, as too much fiber can cause tummy troubles.

Apples are a classic snack for humans and dogs alike. They provide vitamin A, vitamin C, and plenty of fiber, all of which help keep your dog’s digestive system
running smoothly. The crunchy texture also helps clean their teeth as they chew, which is a bonus for oral health. Always remember to remove the seeds and core
before serving, as apple seeds contain cyanide and the core can be a choking hazard. A few apple slices are a fresh way to reward your dog or jazz up their
mealtime.

Bananas are a soft, sweet treat that most dogs can't resist. They’re loaded with potassium, vitamin B6, and vitamin C, all of which support muscle function and
boost energy. The smooth texture makes bananas easy for dogs to eat, especially older pups with sensitive teeth. However, bananas are high in sugar, so
moderation is key—think of them as a special treat, not a daily snack.

Watermelon is a summertime favorite, and dogs love it just as much as we do. It’s full of vitamins A, B6, and C, and because it's mostly water, it helps hydrate
your pup on hot days. Always remove the seeds and rind, as these parts can cause digestive issues or choking. Offer small, seedless chunks as a refreshing treat,
especially after a long walk or playtime. Not only is watermelon tasty, but it’s also low in calories, so you don’t have to worry about overindulging your pooch.

Strawberries are a safe and delicious fruit option for dogs. Full of fiber and vitamin C, they also contain an enzyme that can help whiten your dog’s teeth. Just like
with other fruits, moderation is important due to their natural sugar content. Slice fresh strawberries and offer them as a snack, or blend into a homemade dog
smoothie. Avoid canned or sugared strawberries as these can harm your pet.

Pineapple is a tropical treat that provides vitamin C, thiamin, riboflavin, and folate, all of which
help support your dog’s immune system and digestion. Make sure to remove the tough skin
and core, as these can be hard for dogs to digest. Offer small, bite-sized pieces to avoid any
choking hazards.

Pears are gentle on your dog’s tummy and packed with fiber, vitamin C, and vitamin K. These
nutrients support bone health and boost your dog’s immune system. Always remove the seeds
and core before serving, as they can be harmful. Cut pears into small pieces for a safe, easy-
to-eat snack.

Cantaloupe is a hydrating fruit loaded with vitamins A and C. lts high water content makes it
perfect for keeping your dog cool and refreshed. Remove the rind and seeds before offering
cantaloupe to avoid stomach upset. Serve small cubes or scoop out bite-sized balls for a fun,
mess-free snack.

Mangoes are a safe fruit for dogs when given in moderation. Rich in vitamins A, B6, C, and E,
mangoes can help promote eye health, boost immunity, and keep your dog’s skin healthy.
Always peel the mango and remove the pit before offering any to your dog, as the pit can be a
choking hazard. Serve small, soft pieces, especially for smaller dogs.

Cranberries are a great source of antioxidants and vitamins C and E. These nutrients can
help support your dog’s urinary tract health and overall immune system. Offer fresh or dried
cranberries in small amounts, but avoid any that are sweetened or mixed with raisins (which
are toxic to dogs).

Brought to You By:

17 Airport Road N.
Dodge Center, MN

374-2125

M-F 8am to 5pm; Sat. 8am to Noon

915 N. Mantorville Ave., Kasson
634-6781
M-W-F 8am-5pm; Tues-Thurs 8am-7pm;
Sat. 8am-Noon
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Ghost Poops??\
Allergy Season,
Worst Ever?

(continued from page 24)

N

Experts like Dr. Ira Leeds and Julia Barten
actually describe these as “nirvana poops”—
the kind of thing we should all strive for, not
dread. It’s about what you don’t see or feel
after using the bathroom. No endless wiping.
No evidence left on the bowl. Just a clear sign
your digestive system is firing on all cylin-
ders. It’s not as simple as luck or genetics,
though. Over the years, I’ve seen people
struggle with their gut because of stress, dehy-
dration, lack of movement, or a diet that does-
n’t quite suit their needs. These factors can all
disrupt the gut microbiome, making the elu-
sive ghost poop almost impossible to achieve.
Gut health, I’ve learned, is about much more

Keeping your name in front of
your potential customers is an
essential part of marketing
your business in todays
compefitive market.

Place your ad in the next Messenger.
Call Terry at 507-951-7417
or email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

than just how often you go; it’s about how
well your body processes what you eat and
drink. A surprising insight? Many people try
to fix their digestion by piling on the fiber,
but if your gut’s already out of balance, that
can make symptoms worse. From personal
experience and plenty of research, I've found
that increasing digestible carbohydrates
(usually 200 to 350 grams per day) helps
heal the gut more effectively. And don’t un-
derestimate the power of posture; using a
footstool or leaning forward can open up the
colon and lead to more complete, easy elim-
ination. Signs like floating or sticky stools
are red flags —that your body isn’t absorbing
fats properly or that there’s gut inflamma-
tion. But hitting those regular ghost poops?
That’s the body’s way of telling you every-
thing is humming along just as it should. For
anyone seeking a clear gauge of gut health,
skip the fancy tests and look for what’s not
left behind.

As we’ve seen, our gut health has a huge
impact on our overall well-being.

And while there are many factors that can
affect it, maintaining regular and healthy
bowel movements is one of the most impor-
tant things we can do for our digestive sys-
tem.

But beyond just physical health, having a
happy gut also means feeling more ener-
gized, focused, and emotionally balanced.
It’s no coincidence that the phrase “gut feel-
ing” exists — our gut is often referred to as
our “second brain” because of the strong
connection between the two. So next time
you’re experiencing bloating or discomfort
in your stomach, remember that it’s not just
about finding temporary relief. It’s about tak-

ing care of.

Allergy season is now longer and more in-
tense due in part to our milder winter
weather.

Warmer weather and higher carbon dioxide
levels help plants produce more pollen for
longer periods, which means spring allergies
start earlier and last into fall. Pollen counts
in North America have jumped more than
20% in the past 30 years, and the season it-
self is about two weeks longer than it was
two decades ago.

Doctors recommend beginning allergy pre-
cautions like saline nasal sprays, before
symptoms hit. Keeping your room pollen-
free, shutting windows, and changing clothes
after being outdoors can also help manage
symptoms like sneezing, itchy eyes, and con-
gestion. Chiropractic care may offer notable
benefits for individuals dealing with aller-
gies. By focusing on the alignment of the
spine and the functionality of the nervous
system, chiropractic adjustments can help re-
duce stress on the body, which in turn may
support a more robust immune response.
Since the nervous system plays a key role in
regulating the immune system and its reac-
tions, enhancing its function through spinal
adjustments may help the body respond more
effectively to allergens. Additionally, chiro-
practic care can alleviate tension in the neck
and upper back, where sinus drainage and
nasal passages are often affected, potentially
reducing symptoms like congestion and
sinus pressure. While it’s not a direct cure,
chiropractic care can be a helpful part of a
comprehensive strategy to manage allergy
symptoms.

COVID-19 Treatment News: J. Hatfill, a

seasoned virologist with a history of advocat-
ing for hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) as an
early treatment for COVID-19, has stepped
into a major public health role as the special
adviser for pandemic prevention at the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS). For those who followed his previous
tenure as a White House adviser during the
Trump administration, you might recall his
controversial —but steadfast—defense of
using HCQ based on thousands of peer-re-
viewed studies, some of which he personally
referenced in a recent interview. Hatfill points
to the fact that even President Trump took the
drug under doctors’ guidance, standing by its
safety when administered appropriately.

Hatfill is now just beginning his work at the
Administration for Strategic Preparedness and
Response (ASPR), where he’s eager to join
forces with other experts. The agency operates
several centers focused on tackling pan-
demics—including those on biomed research
and our national stockpile. This new role, as
he expressed, isn’t just about COVID or in-
fluenza but encompasses preparedness for
emerging global threats of all kinds. Through-
out his career, Hatfill has advocated for thor-
oughness and awareness in pandemic science;
it appears he’s bringing that same mindset to
HHS as he helps our country brace for what-
ever comes next. Dr. Mary Talley Bowden, an
ear, nose and throat specialist in Houston,
Texas, reported, “I treated over 6,000
COVID-19 patients during the pandemic, a
large number of those patients took hydroxy-
chloroquine.

*Information and opinions expressed in this article are
those of the author and may not reflect those of The Mes-
senger.
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Cannon Falls, Minnesota
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More Than
Marshmallows:
How
Summer Camp
Builds Lifelong
Friendships

By Sam Smith
Program Director Camp Victory

For many kids, summer camp is a place of
adventure, discovery, and marshmallow-fu-
eled campfires. But beyond crafts, canoe trips,
and cabin games, camp offers something even
more enduring: friendship. In a world where
social interactions are increasingly filtered
through screens, summer camps provide kids
with a rare and vital opportunity to build deep,

in-person relationships that often last a life-
time.
A Natural Setting for Connection

Summer camps are uniquely designed to
foster relationships. Removed from the pres-
sures of school, extracurricular schedules,
and technology, kids find themselves in a set-
ting that encourages authenticity. They eat to-
gether, sleep in the same cabins, overcome
challenges as a team, and support each other
through new experiences. This constant prox-
imity and shared routine naturally lead to
bonding.

Without phones and the internet to distract
them, campers rely on face-to-face interac-
tion, eye contact, and real conversations. This
environment helps kids develop interpersonal
skills and emotional intelligence —founda-
tional elements for meaningful friendships.
Shared Experiences Create Strong Bonds

One of the most powerful catalysts for
friendship is a shared experience. At camp,
kids aren't just hanging out, they’re navigat-
ing obstacle courses, working on group skits,
competing in friendly games, and maybe
even singing off-key in front of an entire din-
ing hall. These moments, big and small, cre-
ate memories that glue kids together.

Conquering a ropes course or staying up
late during cabin night can turn casual ac-
quaintances into trusted allies. These shared
adventures often forge connections deeper
than those formed in typical day-to-day
school life, where academic pressures and so-
cial cliques can create barriers.

Everyone Starts on Equal Footing

Camp is a great social reset. Whether a
child is shy or outgoing, athletic or artistic,

every camper begins their experience on rel-
atively equal footing. Most campers don’t
know each other when they arrive, which
eliminates the pre-existing social hierarchies
that often dominate school life.

This leveling of the playing field gives kids
a chance to be themselves, discover who they
are, and be accepted for it. When kids are free
to express themselves without fear of judg-
ment, they often find friends who appreciate
them for exactly who they are.

Counselors: Role Models in Friendship

Camp counselors play a huge role in mod-
eling healthy, supportive friendships. These
leaders often demonstrate what it looks like
to communicate openly, resolve conflicts
kindly, and support one another. Their guid-
ance helps kids learn how to navigate the in-
evitable ups and downs of friendship in
positive ways.

Many camps also include specific program-
ming around empathy, teamwork, and inclu-
sion. These intentional efforts teach kids how
to be good friends —skills that stay with them
far beyond the summer.

Diversity and Exposure to New Perspec-
tives

Camps often bring together kids from dif-
ferent cities, backgrounds, and cultures. This
exposure helps campers develop empathy, re-
spect, and appreciation for people who are
different from themselves. When kids spend
weeks living and learning together, they real-
ize that deep connections can be formed
across all kinds of boundaries.

This kind of early exposure to diversity
strengthens social skills and prepares kids to
thrive in a global society. And many campers

find that friendships formed in this kind of
open-minded environment are more meaning-
ful and lasting.

A Network That Extends Beyond Sum-

mer

Ask any former camper, and they’ll tell you:
the friendships made at camp don’t end with
the final campfire. Many kids stay in touch
with their camp friends for years, visiting dur-
ing the school year, connecting through let-
ters, texts, or video calls, and reuniting
summer after summer. Some even end up at-
tending the same colleges, becoming room-
mates, or standing beside each other at
weddings.

These relationships, forged in shared expe-
rience and sincere connection, often last far
beyond the years of bunk beds and bug spray.

Final Thoughts

In a world where kids are often over-
whelmed by academics, sports, and social
media, summer camp offers something sim-
ple but profound: a space to connect, laugh,
grow, and make friends who feel like family.
Whether it’s a quiet chat in a hammock, a
goofy campfire song, or a tearful goodbye at
the end of the session, these moments lay the
foundation for lifelong relationships.

Camp is more than just a place—it’s a com-
munity where kids learn that friendship isn’t
about popularity or perfection. It’s about
showing up, sharing experiences, and being
yourself. And for many, the friendships made
at camp become the most treasured relation-
ships of all.
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Triton Triumph: BPA Members Secure
National Runner-Up and Finalist Spots

Katya Wheeler, Bryar Quimby, Camila Medina, Logan Skjeveland, Salma Fernandez, Anyely Dominguez-Marquez, Genevieve Starkson, Ashley Romero, Alisson Velasco, Vika
Kundel, Corey Lilledahl, Abby Wirkus, Rebecca Goossens, and AJ Kozisek

Dodge Center, MN — Triton High School’s
Business Professionals of Amera (BPA) chap-
ter continued to shine at the 2025 National

Leadership Conference in Orlando, Florida
from May 7-11, where six of the thirteen stu-
dents who won trips claimed the title of Na-

tional Finalist, and Abigail Wirkus walked
away as a National Runner-Up in Health Ad-
ministration Procedures.

Placing as National Finalists were the Web-
site Design Team of Anyely Dominguez-
Marquez, Bryar Quimby, Ashely Romero and

Luke Lutterman
Incoming Triton
Superintendent

Cobra Communications

I hope everyone
is enjoying the be-
ginning of sum-
mer. I am excited
to begin working
with our school
board, wonderful
staff, and commu-
nity as Superin-
tendent. It is an
honor to have the
opportunity to
serve the Triton
communities  of
Claremont, Dodge

Center, and West Concord. I have been

blessed to have the unique experience of
growing up in the school district, graduating
from Triton, and also serving as a Principal
here for the past nine years. I am thrilled to
begin this important journey and for the op-
portunity to lead and give back to the place
that has been very special to me and my
family.

Our work and priorities should match our
community’s expectations, aspirations, and
goals. Although I have been employed at
Triton for the past nine years, I must empha-
size being a listener first. One major task as
we begin this journey together is to learn
more from our community members, fami-
lies, and staff about what we are doing well

and also what needs to be improved or
changed. We also face the reality of in-
creased costs, decreased enrollment, and
budget reductions as we head into the
school year.

Over the next few weeks, our school dis-
trict will mail a community survey to all
residents within the district. The goal of
the survey is to gather input regarding how
to best address our district’s operational
needs. School Perceptions is an independ-
ent education research firm that we are
working with to administer the survey.

Thanks in advance for your feedback and
participation.

Alisson Velasco, who locked in a fourth-place
finish, Katya Wheeler, who placed fifth for
Computer Modeling, Genevieve Starkson,
who placed sixth in Health Administration
Procedures, and Bryar Quimby placing 10th
in Graphic Design. Also competing and rep-
resenting Triton were Salma Fernandez in
Fundamental Desktop Publishing, AJ
Kozisek in Financial Math Concepts and
Payroll Accounting, Vika Kunda in Funda-
mental Spreadsheet, Corey Lilledahl and
Camila Medina in Global Marketing Team,
Ashley Romero in Advanced Desktop Pub-
lishing, and Logan Skjeveland in Digital
Communication + Design.

“It has been an absolute joy and privilege to
advise these students,” said Advisor Rebecca
Goossens. “Their talent, grit, and passion
awes me, and I am so inspired by them and so

grateful to call them mine.
(continued on page 32)
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Congratulations
On Your Retirement

Craig Schlichting

From
Luke I.U"'ermun, Incoming Triton Superintendent

Teachers and Staff, 7iton schools

Vs

6th Grade at the Capitol
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8th Grade Last Day of Middle School
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Triton Middle School Quarter 4 Honor Rolls

A HONOR ROLL
6th Grade

Beauchamp, Josie
Dostal, Norah
Erler, Laryssa
Fate, Finley *
Finger, Braden
Garness, Garet
Hanegraaf, Blakely *
Johnsen, Brody
Klein, Anya
Marquardt, Addelyn
Ortiz, Izabella
Saxton, Griffen
Strand, Charlie
Thiemann, Adelynn
Van Wyhe, Dawson
Wernecke, Taytum
Wilson, Wyatt
Wondra, Kaiven

7th Grade

Axt, Emma *

Burt, Clara
DaCamara, Nicole
Fate, Jaxon
Flowers, Addison *
Henslin, Charlotte *
Klein, Liam
Korbisch, K’stin *
Koss, Kinsley
Marquardt, Quinn
Reyes, Jema
Rosenau, Ryan
Scanlan, Clay
Schleusner, Connor
Schley, Layla *
Snyder, Griffin
Wolf, Rebecca

8th Grade

Dupey, Kayleah
Fate, Dylan

Fate, Jayln

Felix, Cinthia
Frederick, Natalie
Ginder, Rory
Horejsi, Mathea
Jara, Matias
Kraemer, MiKayla *
Laue, Aubrey
McNeilus, Andrew

Mechtel, Brooklyn
Orozco, Oscar
Sanson, Kimber
Stanton, Julia

Van Beek, Kenzie
Van Zuilen, Ivy
Vermilyea, Colby *
Wennes, Siri
Wilson, Samantha

*Denotes a 4.0 GPA

B HONOR ROLL
6th Grade
Austin, Gavin
Bulow, Lily
Cameron, Alexis
Deters, William
Duenes, Elijah
Felix, Nicole
Garness, Beckett
Groe, Taiden
Hamm, Hudson
Hinck, Crio
Hodgman, Olivia
Johnson, Olan
Keller, Asher
Knott, Kaitlynn
Krekelberg, Adam
Louks, Colton
Marquardt, Brooke
Medina, Regina
Pearson, Claire
Peterson, Kyrie
Pflaum, Wyatt
Powell, Preston
Ramirez Rosales, Zoe
Reiser, Alexander
Rohwer, Morgan
Sorenson, Arella
Spencer, Harmony
Terwilliger, Codatthew
Valdez, Jaelynn
Weatherly, Phoebe
Wilks, Brielle

7th Grade

Becker, Garrison
Blanchard, McKinly
Boysen, Westen
Cochran, Leighton
Dickie, Brock

Dupey, Bryce
Floen, Ronan
Freiderich, Lillie
Gonzales, Savannah May
Groe, Raelynn

Hall, Myles

Heaser, Brooklynn
Kruckeberg, Scarlett
Kunz, Adriana
Lutterman, Isabella
Milner, MacKenzie
Phillips, Camdyn
Phillips, Carter
Richardson, Reilly
Rohwer, Patrick
Sherman, Kaecyn
Skalicky, McKenna
Vagt, Josiah

8th Grade
Adreon, Kaiden
Arneson, Cameron
Bishop, Tiana
Cain, Cruz
Chable, Darvelia
Chicos, Emma
Curran, Alayna
Davis, Patrick
Dickie, Brinley
Dominie, Aiyanna
Edge, Maurice
Erler, Preston
Fate, Cooper
Freerksen, Josslyn
Froyum, Coy
Gonzales, Landyn
Hernandez, Sophia
Himli, Whitney
Jeter, Faith

Laue, Peyton

Lee IV, Gerald
Madsen, Tenley
Mealy, Mason
Olevson, Bode
Price, Samuel
Robertson, Cora
Scheppmann, Alyvia
Sletten, Bristol
Thomas, Logan
Zrucky, Kaylee

=

Triton Times

Luke Lutterman, Incoming Triton Superintendent
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Triton Softball Award Winners

Congratulations to the these ladies who won our teams awards this spring in softball. From
left to right, Gigi Lundi (12th) Silver Slugger Award (Best Hitter) Ally Knudson (12th) Most
Valuable Player, Rainey Dobbs (11th) Gold Glove (Best Fielder), Reagan Essig (10th) Most
Improved, Aubrie Sanson (9th) Silver Slugger (Best Hitter).

Triton Public Schools

www.triton.k12.mn.us
#WeAreTriton #SomosTriton

Congratulations to these three ladies who earned all conference honors this spring in
softball. From left to right, Ally Knudson (12th) received the sportsmanship award for the
Gopher Conference, Rainey Dobbs (11th) received All Conference Honorable Mention for the
2nd year in a row, and Gigi Lundi (12th) was awarded All Conference this season. All three
were not only statistically great players for us this spring, but positive team members that
helped build a strong culture.

The Triton Supermileage Club is a student-led team dedicated to
pushing the boundaries of sustainable transportation through the
design, construction, and testing of fuel-efficient vehicles. With a
focus on maximizing fuel efficiency, the club makes a single-pas-
senger, fuel-efficient car capable of achieving extraordinary
mileage(This year’s average was 205.72 Miles/Gallon). Driven
by a passion for creating solutions to address global energy chal-
lenges, the Triton Supermileage Club empowers students to lead
the way toward a more sustainable future, one mile at a time.
This year, Triton Supermileage has made two cars, which we
brought to Brainerd, MN, to compete in the MTEEA(Minnesota Technology Engineering
Educators Association) Supermileage Challenge in May. This year, we decided to make a
YouTube channel, which will be down below. We currently have 8 members, but we would
always be open to more. Especially because we bought some tools that we do not want to
just sit in the shop after we graduate.
Contact us: tritonsmc2025@gmail.com
Follow Us On YouTube:
Or https://www.youtube.com/@TritonSupermileage

Thank you to the
Supermileage Club Sponsors:
Claremont Service Center, Boe Auto Center,
Swarts Fabrication, McNeilus Steel,
and Lloyd Henslin

or (507)261-4374(Mr.Bendickson - Advisor)
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BPA Members Secure National Runner-Up and Finalist Spots

Abby Wirkus is National Runner-Up in Health Administration

(continued from page 27)

No matter the results, they are always #1 in
my heart, and I am so proud of them.”

Triton was among the nearly 7,000 atten-
dees representing over 850 school chapters
across the United States and in Canada,
China, Haiti, Puerto Rico, Singapore, South
Korea, and the United Kingdom, where stu-
dents vied for top honors in BPA’s Workplace
Skill Assessment Program competitions,
which cover the areas of business adminis-
tration; digital communication and design; fi-
nance; health administration; information
technology; and management, marketing and
communication. Conference participants also
had opportunities to network with other BPA
members and business leaders, complete cer-
tification exams, elect national officers, visit
famous attractions in the region, and partici-
pate in several community service activities
honoring the Special Olympics and local
shelters.

“The National Leadership Conference is a
milestone moment for our student members
and advisors, representing a year of dedica-
tion, growth, and achievement,” said Devin
Alexander, BPA’s Interim Executive Direc-
tor. “This event is more than just competi-
tions—it’s about developing leadership
skills, earning industry certifications, and cel-
ebrating the hard work that sets our members
up for future success.”

Bryar Quimby shows off her 10th place
Graphic Design project

The 2025 National Leadership Conference
was presented by Certiport, a Pearson VUE
business, the leading provider of certification
exam development, delivery and program
management services. BPA’s 2026 National
Leadership Conference will be held in
Nashville, Tennessee, from May 6 to 10,
2026.

The Website Design Team of Ashley Romero, Anyely Dominguez-Marquez, Alisson

Velasco, and Bryar Quimby placed 4th

Abby Wirkus shows off her National Runner-Up trophy and Genevieve Starkson (far
right) earns a finalist medal for placing 6th
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BPA Members Secure National Runner-Up and Finalist Spots

Camila Medina and Corey Lilledahl competed in Global Marketing Team

AJ Kozisek competed in Financial Math + Payroll Accounting

Logan Skjeveland competes in Digital Communication and Design

Salma Fernandez captured the moment competing in Fundamental Desktop Publish-
Katya Wheeler receives 5th place in Computer Modeling ing
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Cobra Track and Field wraps up a
remarkable season at the state meet

The Cobra Track and Field team missed
quite a few meets due to weather cancella-
tions this spring, but that didn’t stop our ath-
letes from posting numerous personal
records, and setting several school records as
the season wrapped up over the past few
weeks.

The remarkable post season started when
the boys took home the subsection champi-
onship as a team for the first time in school
history. Nearly every athlete that competed
in the meet scored team points by finishing
in the top 8, and those that finished in the top-
4 had the opportunity to compete in the Sec-
tion 1A Championships hosted by Triton the
last week of May.

The Cobras made the most of their section
opportunities, as well; the boys placed 4th
and the girls 13th in the loaded field of 27
teams. Highlights from sections included
state meet berths for five Cobras — the most
individual qualifiers in Triton history!! For
the girls, Averee Henslin qualified for state
in the 200 after finishing 5th in the section
and running qualifying standard time, and
Olivia Weber qualified in the 400 by finish-
ing 2nd in a personal record time of 1:00.28.
On the boys’ side, Brady Staub and Craig
Knutson both qualified in the discus; Brady
was the section champion with a personal-
best and school record throw of 154’ 6”, and
Craig finished fourth in the section, qualify-
ing on standard with a throw of 146’4”.
Pierce Petersohn had a phenomenal section
meet, qualifying for state in all four of his
events after winning the high jump (6°8”),
400 (BIG PR and school record of 48.41),

and 200 (personal record of 22.33), and plac-
ing second in the 100 (11.24).

This week, those 5 Cobras represented Tri-
ton at the state meet at St. Michael/Al-
bertville High School. On Tuesday, Weber
(400 — 1:00.43) and Henslin (200 — 26.06)
ran very well in their preliminary races, each
running the second-best times of their ca-
reers. While they both moved up from their
seeded placements, they did not qualify for
finals. Petersohn ran well enough to qualify
for finals in all three of his running events
(100 — 11.23,200 —22.37,400 — 48.43).

Thursday, all three boys competed. And all
three earned all-state honors in their events.
For the first time in Triton history, TWO in-
dividuals qualified in the same event — the
discus — AND both medaled! Staub shattered
his own personal (and school) record with a
toss of 165” 77, finishing in second place.
Knutson also had a big personal record,
throwing the discus 154°4”, earning the 7th-
place medal.

Petersohn had a legendary day, beginning
with high jump, which was moved indoors
due to rain. He took a break from the high
jump to head outside to run the 100 meter fi-
nals, and his first medal of the day came by
finishing 6th in that race (moving up from his
8th-place seed). He maxed out at 6’4” in the
high jump, good for 4th place. He followed
that up by shattering his personal (and the
school) record in the 400, finishing second in
48.16 seconds (this time would have been
first in both class AA and AAA!). Finally, he
ended the day with another personal record,
this time in the 200, as he raced to a 4th-place

finish in 22.18. His efforts earned the team
25.5 points and meet MVP status as he was
the biggest individual point-scorer in the
Class A meet.

to score enough points to earn a 4th-place
team finish for the Cobras! This ties the high-
est team ranking the Cobras have achieved at
the state meet (previously 4th in 2008). Con-

Petersohn, Staub, and Knutson combined

gratulations!!

TRITON HIGH
SCHOOL
"A" HONOR ROLL
- SEMESTER 2

3.667 - 4.000
GRADE 9
Emanuel, Abrielle
Henslin, Averee
Hukee, Jessica
Johnson, Keanna
Keener, Jenae
Knutson, Aaron
Louks, Collin
Maes, Maddison
Maes, Mason
Matejcek, Aunika
Ogren, Henry
Okeefe, Elijah
Pearson, Christine
Rudesill, Brooklyn
Sanson, Aubrie
Skalicky, Danika
Vallejo, Maya
Wirkus, Elliot

GRADE 10
Baumgartner, Jaiden
Essig, Reagan
Froyum, Autumn
Iverson, Harper
Kundel, Viktoriia
Matejcek, Mya
Molina, Keanna
Reiser, Avery
Runnells, Sabree
Solano, Emanuel
Starkson, Genevieve
Thiemann, William
Thomas, Graden
Van Beek, Aidree
Vermilyea, Casey

GRADE 11
Akkerman, Ollie
Ascencio, Emanuel
Behne, Nola

Bills, Mason
Dobbs, Rainey
Holtet, Andrew
Kanzenbach, Damian
Maldonado, Lily
McMabhan, Kerisma
McMartin, Henry
McNeilus, Cohen
Nauman, Landon
Oakland, Addison
Orozco, Judith
Petersohn, Pierce
Scovill, Jade
Stanton, George
Wilson, September
Wirkus, Abigail

Triton High School Semester 2 Honor Rolls

GRADE 12
Dearborn, Lily
Fitzgerald, Jack
Heimer, Ryann
Herrick, Hayley
Holmes, Jaden
Johnson, August
Klejeski, Macy
Knutson, Craig
Kozisek, Anastazia
Lasker, Shane
Lebak, Naomi
Lilledahl, Corey
Lorentzen, Khloe
Lundi, Giavanna
McChesney, Kileyah
Medina Romero, Camila
Mendoza, Guadalupe
Mulder, Alyssa
Munnikhuysen, Brody
Orozco, Daniel
Price, Madeline
Quimby, Bryar
Rudesill, Spencer
Saxton, Jacob
Swenson, McKenna
Thomas, Brynn
Tushaus, Tessa
Vermilyea, Cooper
Weber, Olivia
Wheeler, Katerina

TRITON HIGH
SCHOOL
"B" HONOR ROLL -
SEMESTER 2
3.666 - 3.000

GRADE 9
Bluhm, Elliot
Dahl, Avery
Freiderich, Allie
Hamm, Hunter
Klankowski, Abe
Klemmensen, Jayden
Kodada, Addison
Korbisch, Nerak
Locke, Averie
Lopez, Elijah
Michog, Mackenzie
Ortiz, Leibert
Rose, Isabella
Schrom, Elijah
Spencer, Teagan
Waters, Justin
Weber, Casey

GRADE 10
Abbott, Colton
Burt, Emitt

Cain, Nallah
Cummings, Riley
Dickie, Broden

Felix-Miramontes, Angel
Gomez-Thompson, Jesenia
Horejsi, Neven

Koss, Braxton
Kruckeberg, Emma
Landsteiner, Chace
Lindquist, Kylie
Lutterman, Aidan
Madison, Lydia
Nelson, Colton
Nordstrom, Gabriella
Reid, Hailey

Rieck, Megan
Ronken, Aden
Rysavy, Sydney
Sackett, Hayden
Scanlan, Austin
Scudamore, Abigail
Stevenson, Claire
Thompson, Candice
Van Zuilen, Aiden
Wolf, Jason

Young, Gavin

GRADE 11
Burshem, Emily
Chable, Dora
Deml, Wylie
Freiderich, Norah
Garness, Hunter
Heroff, Mason
Holtet, Wade
Ibarra-Castillo, Diego
Jackson, Varzaes
Jensen, Garet
Kasper, Noah
Liudahl, Roselyn
Luhman, Morgan
Noaeill, Mason
Ortiz, Alan
Reniker, Brylee
Richardson, Hailey
Staub, Brady

GRADE 12

Anderson, Anna

Chicos, Courtney

Chinn, Angeleigh
Dominguez-Marquez, Anyely
Dostal, Miley

Fernandez, Salma
Gonzalez, Giselle
Hodgman, Gracelyn
Knudson, Alyssa

Kodada, Cole

Landsteiner, Carly
Majerus, Cooper

Peterson, Mitchell
Romero, Ashley

Selthun, Isaiah

Velasco Castaneda, Alisson
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Cobra Track and Field wraps up a
remarkable season at the state meet
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TRITON COMMUNITY ED YOUTH ENRICHMENT 3507-418-7550

Sunset in Paradise and/or Sog The Frog

Join Sunshine and Roses to
paint and create on canvas.
Classes are open to all ages
(adults too) and you do not need
any painting experience! (Ages
6 and under must be accompa-
nied by an adult).

Choose Class 1, 2 or both!
***Classes are back to back, students taking both classes
will remain in the room in between.

Patriotic Sunset and or Polly The Panda

Join Sunshine and Roses Trav-
eling Art Studio to paint and cre-
ate on canvas. Classes are open
to all ages (adults too) and you do
not need any painting experience!
(Ages 6 and under must be ac-
companied by an adult).

Choose Class 1, 2 or both!
** Classes are back to back and students taking both classes
will stay in the room in between.

Triton Community Ed Office Hours: M-F 8am-3:30 pm
Check Out Our Website

www.triton.k12.mn.us

and click on the
Community Education tab

A Few Openings Left in Preschool Classes

We still have a few openings in each of our preschool classes. Some sections have very
low availability. If you are interested in your child attending preschool, please visit our
website, https://www.triton.k12.mn.us/page/preschool, as soon as possible!

Early Childhood Screening is open for fall appointments. If you have a child who will
be age 3 by October 24, 2025, please consider signing up for a screening appointment:
https://www.triton.k12.mn.us/o/tps/page/childhood-screening.

Crafting With the Green Shack!

Cross stitching
Grades 4-8

Cross Stitching you can either follow a pattern (brought
in or picked from my stash) or draw your own. I will pro-
vide everything you need for your project whether it's
cross stitching on a pillow case, wall art, or kitchen
towel — please specify when registering).
$53
June 17-20 (3 days, no class 6/19)
9-11 AM
THS Art Room

Crochet an Amigurumi Monster
Grades 4-8

Crochet class we will be working on an
Amigurumi Monsters! Participants must
know beginner level crochet to attend.
$53

June 17-20 (3 days, no class 6/19)

1-4 PM

THS Art Room

Macrame class

Grades 4-8

Macrame class will be working on various creations using rope and beads throughout
the week.

$53

July 8-11 AM (4 days)

9-11 AM

THS Art Room

Crochet a wearable top!

Grades 4-8

Crochet class will be working on a wearable top throughout the week. Participants
must know beginner level crochet to join this class.

$53

July 8-11 (4 days)

1-4 PM

THS Art Room

Making a mosaic

Grades 4-8

Making a mosaic we will explore various ways of making mosaic art work from paper
to glass and stone.

$53

August 12-15 (4 days)

9AM-Noon
THS Art Room

Crochet a shawl or lap-blanket

Grades 4-8

I will answer any questions on previous classes throughout the summer and we will
work on a shawl or lap blanket

using new and various stitches. Must know beginner level crochet.

$53

August 12-15 (4 days)

1-4PM

THS Art Room

Each class maximum is 12 kids in order to provide as much personal attention as
needed.




June 18, 2025

- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER/TRITON TIMES -

Page 37

TRITON COMMUNITY ED
ADULT ENRICHMENT

507-418-7550

Questions Call 418-7550

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 8am-3:30 pm
Check Out Our Website

www.triton.k12.mn.us

and click on the
Community Education tab

Aqua Zumba and Aqua Strength
Natalie Webb Aquatic Center, Dodge Center

Ann Marie Brownlow

We’re bringing Zumba and Strength Training
to the pool! Integrating the Zumba formula and
philosophy with traditional aqua fitness disci-
plines, AnnMarie blends it all together into a
safe, challenging, water-based workout that’s
cardio-conditioning, body toning, and most of
all, exhilarating beyond belief. This is an activity that anyone can do. This co-sponsor-
ship is between Triton Community Ed and the Natalie Webb Aquatic Center. Join us
for the greatest exercise party at the pool this summer! Please register through Com-
munity Ed. Minimum 10/ Maximum 30.

Aqua Zumba—

Wednesday Evenings 7pm

June 11th, 18th, & 25th

July 9th, 16th, 30th & Aug 6th
(Make-up date if needed— Aug 13th)
$70 for all 7 weeks

$13/day for walk-ins

Aqua Aerobics—

Thursday Evenings 7pm

June 12th, 19th, 26th * July 10th, 17th,
31st & Aug 7th

(Make-up date if needed — Aug 14th)
$70 for all 7 weeks

$13/day for walk-ins

Virtual Workshops with LeeAnne Krusemark

Join LeAnne via a secure Zoom Education Account or
any of these exciting classes . Log in information will be
sent to you prior to class by Community Ed. You will also
receive digital handouts as a pdf download in the Zoom
session.

LeeAnne’s Bio:

LeeAnne is an author, speaker, business owner, Chamber
of Commerce Past President, and guest instructor at more
than 200 colleges and other institutions from Maine to
Hawaii, as well as an adjunct online professor of publish-
ing through Ed2Go at more than 2,000 facilities world-
wide, including Harvard.

Introduction to Journaling: A Beginner’s Guide

Journaling is simply recording your thoughts, feelings, and insights in a written, drawn,
or typed format. It can be done on paper or on a computer, and it's a low-cost way to im-
prove your mental health. Journaling can help you reduce stress, improve your self-
awareness, as well as prioritize problems, fears, and concerns, and provide an opportunity
for positive self-talk. You’ll learn how to start journaling (even when you don’t know
what to write), the 10 most popular types of journaling, how to kick-start self-reflection
and self-discovery, and track your progress and personal growth. Informative handouts
for future use are included.

Tuesday, July 22
3-5PM
Cost: $32

Save $Money$ with Extreme Couponing!

Learn how to save $$$ every day with extreme couponing. Coupons are NOT just for
groceries. The savings can add up to HUNDREDS or even THOUSANDS of dollars
every year. This comprehensive workshop will teach you:

* where to find all different types of coupons, even for high ticket items

* how to find the best coupon apps and websites

* how to match coupons with sales for maximum savings

This workshop is taught by someone who has used many couponing secrets to save
thousands. Informative handouts for future use are included.

Thursday, July 10
3-4PM
Cost: $25

Writing for Online Blogs, Magazines & Websites

You don’t need a journalism degree or previously published articles to write for any-
one’s online blog, magazine, or website. Some opportunities offer exposure, while many
pay well -- $1 a word and more. In this fast-paced session, you will learn how to: find
ideas, sources, and more than 1,000 opportunities that pay, conduct interviews and create
interesting content, protect your copyright, write query letters, and then use this credibil-
ity to sell other articles or even your self published novel. Informative handouts for future
use are included in class fee.

Wednesday, July 16
4-6PM
Cost: $35

Start your own Online Business:

A Beginner’s Guide

(including the top 25 online businesses
to start)

Looking for ways to make money online? Turn
your ideas or homemade products into income by
starting an online business. You will learn how to:

find a gap in a niche market and fill it;build your
own website, and market your business effectively
(including SEO) so potential customers will find you;
take care of business forms and taxes; create multiple
sources of income

(including Affiliate commissions). You’ll also get
info about the 25 most popular online businesses to
start. Informative handouts for future use are in-
cluded.

Wednesday, July 23
4-6PM
Cost:$35

50 $Money$ Making Side Hustles for Teens

Hey, Teen! What's the fastest way to make money as a teenager? The answer is a side
hustle. Fortunately, you don’t have to wait till you're over a certain age to earn $$ with
side hustles that can easily fit into your teen life — between all the classes, chill sessions,
and extracurricular activities. And, most of these side hustles don’t require you to study
more, won’t interfere with your social life, and can help you hit any financial goal —
maybe even get that car! You’ll leave class loaded with information about how to fill out
any legal forms to get the business started, and details about 50 profitable side hustle
ideas to get you going fast. Informative handouts for future use are included in class fee.
The instructors include a guest teen entrepreneur.

Tuesday, July 8
6-7PM
Cost: $25

Make Money Pet Sitting (after school/work)

Do you love animals...especially dogs? Learn how to make extra money after school or
work by watching dogs or other pets, usually in the pet’s home. You will learn about
feeding, watering, and exercising pets, how to make a good impression as well as what
questions to ask when interviewing for a pet sitting job, and what to do when a dog has
behavioral issues. You will also discover other services you can offer to make more
money, such as dog walking, grooming, puppy training, etc. Informative handouts for fu-
ture use are included in class fee.

Tuesday, July 29
5-7PM
Cost: $35




Page 38 - DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER/TRITON TIMES - June 18, 2025

TRITON COMMUNITY ED ADULT ENRICHMENT 3507-418-7550

Triton Community Ed Presents:
A TWO Day Trip!

Join Kristy on an overnight adventure in Wisconsin.......

Day One:

On our first day, we will travel to Fort Atkinson Wisconsin, stopping in LaCrosse for
Iunch. Next, we will check into our overnight accommodation at the Fort Atkinson Coun-
try Inn and Suites, where we will be greeted with cookies and a punch reception. That
evening we will have a beautiful experience at the Fireside Dinner Theatre. We will eat
at the Signature Buffet featuring: The Signature Salad topped with Papaya Chutney Dress-
ing and served with Freshly Baked Breads. On the Buffet, you will choose from these
Fireside favorites: Barbecued Pork Back Ribs, Chicken Tenderloin Tempura with
Brandied Apricot Sauce, Beer Batter Fried Cod, Shrimp and Scallops Fusilli with Tomato
Butter Sauce, Fresh Atlantic Salmon, Beef Tenderloin and Roast Turkey from the Carving
Station, Sweet Potato Soufflé, Whipped Idaho Potatoes and Steamed Farm Fresh Vegeta-
bles. Homemade Apple Pie for Dessert. Coffee, Tea, and Milk are included.

After Dinner we will enjoy the Musical
Production of Oklahoma!---

It’s an American classic! It’s the show
that first introduced the immortal writing
team of Rodgers and Hammerstein! It’s the
show that ushered in the Golden Age of
American Musical Theatre! It’s OKLA-
HOMA! This bright, brassy, boisterous
musical comedy is filled with colorful cos-
tumes, breathtaking dancing, side-splitting
humor, and a musical score featuring such
hits as “People Will Say We’re In Love,”
“Surrey With the Fringe On Top,” and the rousing title number “Oklahoma!” The original
production won a Pulitzer Prize and various Broadway revivals have won multiple Tony
Awards. Now The Fireside presents a fresh, new, not to be missed telling of this time-hon-
ored musical.

We will return to our hotel for a great night’s sleep.

Day Two:

We will enjoy a complimentary breakfast
at the hotel, and then travel to Baraboo,
Wisconsin and VISIT THE WISCONSIN
OPRY! We’ll Experience down-home,
music-filled time on the farm! Enjoy a
hayride, lift your heart with a classic LIVE
country music show from the Dickinson
Family, as well as savor a home cooked
meal in our historic barn

Then we will make our trip back home!

September 18 and 19, 2025
Limit 40 people
Options: Total Cost per person: Includes coach bus, hotel stay,
Fireside Theatre dinner and show ticket, The Wisconsin Opry hayride, lunch buffet and
show.

Single Room Stay (1 person in the room): $410/person
Double Room Stay: (2-4 people in the room, 2 queen beds): $370/person
*#*%* Please indicate who you are rooming with when registering)

A $150 per person non-refundable deposit is due by July 17,2025. The final balance
is due by August 22, 2025.

Bus Departs Approx. Return
Dodge Center 9:30AM 4:30PM

Kasson 9:45AM 4:15PM

Byron 10AM 4PM

YOU MUST CONTACT TRITON COMMUNITY ED TO
REGISTER FOR THIS TRIP:
507-418-7550

Triton Community Education
813 West Highway St, Dodge Center, MN 55927
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TRITON CLASS OF 2025

PAUL CHILSON
SPONSORED BY

Fair Housing
DATE: June 4, 2025

Finding affordable housing can be an overwhelming project these days. Imagine finding
a home that you like and can afford, and not be allowed to live there. This is a reality for
some, and it is caused by discrimination. The U. S. Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) wants the public to know that discrimination in the sale or rental of
housing, or against individuals seeking a mortgage or housing assistance, is illegal.

The Fair Housing Act prohibits this discrimination because of race, color, national origin,
religion, sex (including gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, and sexual harassment),
familial status, and disability. A variety of other federal civil rights laws, including Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and the Americans with
Disabilities Act, prohibit discrimination in housing and community development programs
and activities, particularly those that are assisted with HUD funding, Fair Housing: Rights
and Obligations | HUD.gov / U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD).

If you believe you have been discriminated against, in violation of any of these fair hous-
ing laws, you can file a complaint with HUD’s office of Fair Housing and Equal Oppor-
tunity (FHEO). You can file a complaint in a variety of ways, including online, by email,
phone, or mail. The public is encouraged to visit the website, File a Complaint — Main
Page | HUD.gov / U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for spe-
cific information. There are time limits on when a complaint can be filed with HUD after
an alleged violation, so you should submit a complaint as soon as possible.

This public service announcement is presented as part of the requirements of the HUD
funding received for the Dodge Center Housing Rehab Program. To speak with an FHEO
intake specialist call 1-800-669-9777 or 1-800-877-8339.

www.hodgmandrainage.com
507.528.2225

Ag Drainage
Residential
Excavation

Municipal & Directional
Drilling Services
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TRITON ISD NO. 2125 -
SUMMARY SCHOOL
BOARD MINUTES
REGULAR SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING
MONDAY, MAY 19, 2025
-6:00 P.M.
TRITON HIGH SCHOOL
MEDIA CENTER -
DODGE CENTER, MN
& ZOOM VIDEO
CONFERENCING

This published information
is a summary of the full min-
utes of the May 19,2025, Tri-
ton School Board meeting. A
copy of the full minutes is
available for viewing in the
Triton District Office, 813
West Highway Street, Dodge
Center, or online at www.tri-
ton.k12.mn.us.

Present: Wendy Kenworthy,
Rebecca  Knutson, Jim
Jensen, Dale Jensen, Lloyd
Henslin, Jr., Brian Ginder,
Scott Curran, Craig Schlicht-
ing, Luke Lutterman, Shane
Van Beek, Tricia Johnson,
and others.

The School Board approved
the following items:

e Agenda and consent
agenda including the April
21, 2025 regular meeting
minutes as presented; budget
update; claims and bills; trea-
surer’s report; donations;
open enrollment agreements
for students #051925A,
#051925B, #051925C,
#051925D, and #051925E;
contracts for Lesley Vander
Waal as THS School Coun-
selor, Morgan Coy as TMS &
THS Band Director, Mason
Maes, Dylan Fate, and Mad-
dison Maes as Cobra Kids
Assistants; resignation/retire-
ment for Deb Clark as Bus
Driver/Transportation Assis-
tant effective June 12, 2025;
maternity leave/FMLA re-
quest for #051925A effective
October 31, 2025-June 30,
2026;

* Resolution Placing a Con-
tinuing  Contract/Tenured
Teacher on Unrequested
Leave of Absence Upon Ac-
quiescence of Such Place-
ment;

e Changing the June 16
meeting date to June 9, 2025
at 6:00 p.m.

Meeting adjourned at 6:30
p.m.

TRITON ISD NO. 2125 -
SUMMARY SCHOOL
BOARD MINUTES
REGULAR SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING
MONDAY, APRIL 21,
2025 - 6:00 P.M.
TRITON HIGH SCHOOL

MEDIA CENTER -
DODGE CENTER, MN
& ZOOM VIDEO
CONFERENCING

This published information
is a summary of the full min-
utes of the April 21, 2025,
Triton School Board meeting.
A copy of the full minutes is
available for viewing in the
Triton District Office, 813
West Highway Street, Dodge
Center, or online at www.tri-
ton.k12.mn.us.

Present: Wendy Kenworthy,
Rebecca Knutson, J. Jensen,
Lloyd Henslin, Jr., Brian Gin-
der, Scott Curran, Craig
Schlichting, Luke Lutterman,
Shane Van Beek, Tina
Kozisek, and others.

The School Board approved
the following items:

e Agenda and consent
agenda including the March
24, 2025 regular meeting
minutes as presented; budget
update; claims and bills; trea-

surer’s report; donations;
open enrollment/nonresident
agreements for students
#042125A, #042125B,
#042125C, #042125D,
#042125E, #042125F,
#042125G, #042125H,
#0421251, #0421257,
#042125K, #042125L,

#042125M, #042125N, and
#0421250; contracts for Des-
tiny Olson, Taryn Werneke,
and September Wilson as
Cobra Kids Assistants; resig-
nations for Matthew Paquin
as Bus Driver effective June
9, 2025 and Christi Runnels
as High School Counselor ef-
fective the end of the 2024-
2025 school year, and
extra-curricular contracts for
Wes Oakland as JH Girl’s
Basketball Coach, Brady
Essig as Assistant Girl’s Bas-
ketball Coach, Phil Hammitt
as C Girl’s Basketball Coach,
and Beth Hammitt as Head
Girl’s Basketball Coach;

e Students to attend an
overnight trip for the Super-
mileage Contest May 11-12,
in Brainerd, MN.

Meeting adjourned at 6:30
p-m.

CITY OF CLAREMONT
CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2025
7:00 P.M.

A regular meeting of the
City Council of the City of
Claremont, Minnesota was
called to order at 7:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, May 6, 2025, at
Claremont City Hall.

Members present: Mayor
Jared Sultze and City Council

Members: Ethan Johnson,
Krystal Sultze, and Donna
Gregory. Absent: Deb Ellis.

City staff and others pres-
ent: City Administrator Eliza-
beth Sorg, City Attorney
Mark Rahrick, City Engineer
Derek Olinger, Jamie Sultze,
Ed Krenke, Elle Leeper, Han-
nah Behnken, Carter
Behnken, Alec Vaughn, Jim
Zylstra, Ryan Hedberg,
Robin Hedberg, and Elise
Ness.

The Pledge of Allegiance
was recited.

AGENDA

Motion by K. Sultze to ap-
prove the agenda, second by
Johnson.  Motion carried
unanimously.

PUBLIC INPUT

Jim Zylstra stated he heard
CHS was leaving town, and
he is urging the council to
make sure their property is
checked for any residual
chemicals before they leave.

Ryan Hedberg said the goal
of the special election was for
the mayor’s seat and since it
is a city council seat the tax-
payers shouldn’t have to pay
for a special election.

Alec Vaughn agreed with
Hedberg stating the election
would have been pertinent
for a mayor’s seat but not a
council seat.

Jim Zylstra stated the peo-
ple should have a voice and a
special election should be
held.

CONSENT AGENDA

The Consent Agenda in-
cluded: Minutes of the April
1,2025 Regular City Council
Meeting and the Minutes
from April 21, 2025 Local
Board of Appeal and Equal-
ization and Special City
Council Meeting. Motion by
K. Sultze to approve the Con-
sent Agenda, second by John-
son. Motion carried
unanimously.

2024 AUDIT
PRESENTATION

Layne Kockelman with
Abdo presented the 2024
audit. The audit shows that
the city should review water
rates as the operating costs
exceed the receipts.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

PERSONNEL
COMMITTEE

Nothing at this time.
FINANCE COMMITTEE

Motion by K. Sultze to ap-
prove the financial reports,
second by Johnson. Motion
carried unanimously.

Motion by Johnson to ap-
prove payment of the bills in-
cluding the added bills,
second by K. Sultze. Motion

carried unanimously.
PUBLIC HEALTH &
SAFETY COMMITTEE
Nothing at this time.
PLANNING & ZONING
COMMITTEE
Nothing at this time.
EDA
Nothing at this time.
MAINTENANCE
DEPARTMENT

Nothing at this time.

PARKS COMMITTEE

Ethan Reed wasn’t able to
be present but submitted a
memo to the council on what
has been planted at the Food
Forest and the maintenance
he has done and will be
doing. There are some chives
that are ready if anybody
wants some. There are also
some wild grapes growing
out there and he asked if he
could put some posts there to
help support them. The
council is in support of that as
long as he stays on city prop-
erty.

Last year the city council
discussed having a dedication
or open house for Harmer
Park once it was ready to be
played on. The council asked
Sorg to plan the first or sec-
ond Friday in June at 6 p.m.
She will check on the best
date so that the Chamber can
attend.

PEOPLESERVICE

The contract with them ex-
pired April 30.

CITY ENGINEER

Bids for the 2025 street and
utility improvement project
will be opened June 4th. A
special meeting will be held
on June 9th at 6 p.m. to award
the project and call for an as-
sessment hearing. Motion by
K. Sultze to approve Resolu-
tion No. 25-14: Resolution
Approving Plans and Specifi-
cations and Ordering Adver-
tisement for bids, second by
Johnson.  Motion carried
unanimously.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR
REPORT

Maintenance  Supervisor
Dahl ordered a bench and
picnic table for the walking
trail. They have been put to-
gether and are out there now.

The last council discussed
installing inclusive play-
ground equipment in Hen-
ning Park. Sorg applied for a
grant for 4 nature-themed
outdoor musical instruments
at Henning Park.

Memorial Park needs more
base under the playground
equipment. The maintenance
department tried to “fluff” it
up but there isn’t really any-
thing there to work with. The

playground mulch is
$48/yard from McNeilus.
Maintenance will haul it and
spread it around the play area
spending approximately
$200.

The scoreboard at Clare-
mont Field will be going up
soon.

When PeopleService was
the city’s water/wastewater
operators, they should have
been checking the flow
meter at the lift station to
make sure it doesn’t get wet
as it is in a pit. It wasn’t
checked, it got wet and is
now damaged. Calibrations
and Controls (C&C) submit-
ted a quote to fix it, and it is
$10,495. C&C will submit
information on how it got
damaged. The council will
bill PeopleService for the re-
pairs.

The transition from People-
Service to the city has gone
smoothly. Administrator
Sorg asked the maintenance
department to make a list of
the things they did in April
and a list of daily and weekly
chores that need to be done at
the water plant, wastewater
plant, and general mainte-
nance. Both employees have
been working 35-40 hours
every week. Per City Policy,
an employee working 32
hours or more is considered
full-time. Before PeopleSer-
vice, the city had 2 full time
employees in the mainte-
nance, water, and wastewater
operations. There is a sav-
ings of over $66,000 with the
full-time status vs PeopleSer-
vice. Since Rich Klindworth
is working over 32 hours,

motion by K. Sultze to move
Klindworth to a full-time sta-
tus, second by Johnson.
Ayes: K. Sultze, Johnson,
and Mayor Sultze. Nay: Gre-
gory. Motion carried.

A resident has applied for a
food truck license and asked
to park at the old school for
visibility reasons. She didn’t
state if she wanted to be on
Front Street or East Street.
The council concurred that
she could go on East Street in
the parking spots, as long as
the owner of the old school is
fine with it.

The Dodge County Ambu-
lance received the new 2025
ambulance they ordered a
while ago for $249,000.
They will be setting up an-
other meeting in June or July.
Currently, the price will be
$63 per household to support
the ambulance.

Deb Ellis, Assistance Clerk,
is currently off on a leave.
Sorg has PTO that she likes
to use in the summer, so some
days City Hall might need to
be closed. It will be posted
well if City Hall will be
closed.

CITY ATTORNEY

The council previously
asked City Attorney Rahrick
if they could put a question
on the election ballot of
whether the council should
hold a special election for va-
cant council seats. Rahrick’s
opinion is that it is not al-
lowed as there are statutes
that allow special questions
on the ballot and that ques-
tion is not one of them.

(continued on page 41)

We are more than just
a flower store!
Giﬁty-Ca/.d&&Mew fov All Occasions

ORDER TODAY! CALL 507-789-5700

Roses, Mixed Arrangements,
Flower Bunches and More!

524 Second St, Kenyon
507-789-5700

marysrusticrose@outlook.com

marysrusticrose.com
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CLAREMONT
CITY COUNCIL
(continued from page 40)
OLD BUSINESS

The city council held a spe-
cial meeting on April 21 to
review City Council Code of

Conducts and Sorg drafted
one as council discussed.
Motion by Johnson to ap-
prove the City Council Code

of Conduct. Ayes: Johnson,
K. Sultze, and Mayor Sultze.
Nay: Gregory. Motion car-
ried.

Alec Vaughn spoke for the
Advisory Committee on in-
formation on microphones
and video cameras for meet-
ings. Mayor Sultze donated
a Meeting Owl to the city
which will do audio and vi-

sual recordings. Vaughn did
check into putting the media
on YouTube, but then
YouTube could sensor it and
the city would lose rights to
it. He briefly checked into
other cloud solutions or try-
ing something to subscribe
by paying a subscription.
The Mayor suggested trying
Go To Meeting or something

Notice of Hearing on Proposed Assessment

Claremont, Minnesota

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Notice is hereby given that the council will meet at 6:00p.m. on July 15, 2025 at City
Hall, 140 West Front Street to consider, and possibly adopt, the proposed assessment for
the 2025 Street & Utility Improvements including the following:

¢ 3rd Street (Wheat St to East St)
¢ Oak Street (2nd St to Front St)

similar. The Owl will be set
up and more information will
be pulled together.

Sorg met with the SOS Of-
fice and the Dodge County
Election Official regarding
the special election. She pre-
pared a calendar of important
dates that City Hall would
need to do for the special
election. Council Member
Sultze said she has not heard
from anybody that wants ex-
cess resources to go towards
a special election for such a
short time for that council
seat. There would be wages
going towards a ballot board
and judges. City Hall has not
received any comments in
support of a special election.
Sorg stated some weeks she
will be working overtime to
get the special election duties

done in addition to her nor-
mal work.

Council Member Gregory
stated she has talked to many
people that want the right to
vote, and they want change.
Council Member Johnson
personally felt that the coun-
cil has gone this far so they
might as well continue. A vis-
itor asked if the people felt so
strongly about having the
special election, why aren’t
they at the meeting in support
of it? Another visitor asked
if the council could take a
poll on whether they want to
have it or not. The SOS Of-
fice stated they must know by
May 7 (tomorrow) if the city
will proceed with the election
or not. Johnson stated he has
only heard of 1 person for it
and a lot of people against it.

* Paukert Ave (Church St to 4th PI) — new gravel road construction

by pavement reconstruction (unless noted otherwise above) and sanitary sewer repairs,
and other minor pavement and sanitary sewer repairs in localized areas throughout the
City.

Adoption by the council of the proposed assessment may occur at the hearing. The fol-
lowing is the area proposed to be assessed includes properties abutting 3rd Street and Oak
Street.

Such assessment is proposed to be payable in equal annual installments extending over
a period of 15 years, the first of the installments to be payable on or before the first Mon-
day in January 2026, and will bear interest at the rate of 6.0 percent per annum from the
Ist Day in January 2026. To each subsequent installment, after the initial installment,
when due shall be added interest for one year on all unpaid installments.

You may at any time prior to certification of the assessment to the county auditor, pay
the entire assessment on such property, with interest accrued to the date of payment, to the
City of Claremont. No interest shall be charged if the entire assessment is paid within 30
days from the adoption of this assessment or by November 15, 2025, whichever date is
later. You may at any time thereafter, pay to the County Auditor the entire amount of the
assessment remaining unpaid, with interest accrued to December 31 of the year in which
such payment is made. Such payment must be made before November 15 or interest will
be charged through December 31 of the succeeding year. If you decide not to prepay the
assessment before the date given above the rate of interest that will apply is 6.0 percent
per year. The right to partially prepay the assessment is available.

The proposed assessment roll is on file for public inspection at the city administrator’s
office. The total amount of the proposed assessment is approximately $137,000. Written
or oral objections will be considered at the meeting. No appeal to district court may be
taken as to the amount of an assessment unless a written objection signed by the affected
property owner is filed with the municipal administrator prior to the assessment hearing
or presented to the presiding officer at the hearing. The council may upon such notice
consider any objection to the amount of a proposed individual assessment at an adjourned
meeting upon such further notice to the affected property owners as it deems advisable.

Under Minn. Stat. §§ 435.193 to 435.195 and the Claremont Assessment Policy the
council may, in its discretion, defer the payment of this special assessment for any home-
stead property owned by a person 65 years of age or older, or one retired by virtue of a
permanent and total disability. When deferment of the special assessment has been granted
and is terminated for any reason provided in that law, all amounts accumulated plus ap-
plicable interest become due. Any assessed property owner meeting the requirements of
this law and the Claremont Assessment Policy, may, within 30 days of the confirmation
of the assessment, apply to the city administrator for the prescribed form for such deferral
of payment of this special assessment on his/her property.

An owner may appeal an assessment to district court pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 429.081
by serving notice of the appeal upon the mayor or administrator of the city within 30 days
after the adoption of the assessment and filing such notice with the district court within
ten days after service upon the mayor or administrator.

Elizabeth Sorg
City Administrator

SUMMARY PUBLICATION
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-02
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE
WEST CONCORD CITY CODE PERTAINING TO
MANAGED NATURAL LANDSCAPES

On May 22, 2025, the West Concord City Council
adopted Ordinance No. 2025-02, the title of which is
stated above. The ordinance amends Chapter 8 of the
West Concord City Code. The ordinance aligns the City
Code with state law related to managed natural landscapes
and prohibits certain tall grasses and weeds. The ordi-
nance also makes certain minor and clerical amendments.
A full copy of the ordinance is available for public inspec-
tion at the West Concord Public Library during business
hours.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Adminis-
trator/City Clerk is directed to keep and post a copy of the
Ordinance at the West Concord Public Library for public
inspection and to post a full copy of the new code provi-
sions on the City’s website.

Adopted by the City Council of the City of West Con-
cord, Minnesota, this 22nd day of May, 2025.

SUMMARY PUBLICATION
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-03
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE
WEST CONCORD CITY CODE PERTAINING TO
PUBLIC HEALTH AND NUISANCES RELATED
TO OPEN AREAS, UNLAWFUL PARKING AND
STORAGE, AND INOPERABLE MOTOR
VEHICLES

On June 2, 2025, the West Concord City Council
adopted Ordinance No. 2025-03, the title of which is
stated above. The ordinance amends Chapter 6 of the
West Concord City Code. The ordinance establishes cer-
tain nuisances related to related to open areas, unlawful
parking and storage, and inoperable motor vehicles. The
ordinance also makes certain minor and clerical amend-
ments. A full copy of the ordinance is available for public
inspection at the West Concord City Hall during business
hours.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Adminis-
trator/City Clerk is directed to keep and post a copy of the
Ordinance at the West Concord City Hall for public in-
spection and to post a full copy of the new code provisions
on the City’s website.

Adopted by the City Council of the City of West Con-
cord, Minnesota, this 2nd day of June, 2025.

Motion by K. Sultze to not
hold the special election, sec-
ond by Mayor Sultze. Ayes:
K. Sultze and Mayor Sultze.
Nay: Johnson and Gregory.
Motion failed. Motion by
Gregory to approve Resolu-
tion No. 25-16: Resolution
Declaring a Special Election
and Setting Forth Deadlines
for Said Special Election,
second by Johnson. Ayes:
Gregory and Johnson. Nay:
Mayor Sultze and K. Sultze.
Motion failed.

Rabhrick prepared a resolu-
tion approving and appoint-
ing Ethan Johnson to the
council that states “Ethan
Johnson is hereby appointed
to fill the vacant council seat
until such time as the seat is
filled by a special election.”
The words “a special” will be
removed. Motion by K.
Sultze to approve Resolution
No. 25-15: Appointing Per-
son to Fill Vacant Council
Seat with the words “a spe-
cial” removed, second by
Mayor Sultze. Ayes: K.
Sultze and Mayor Sultze.
Nay: Gregory. Abstain:
Johnson. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

Triton Summer Recreation
requested financial support
and use of the ballfield on
Monday evenings June 16
through July 21 for t-ball.
Motion by K. Sultze to do-
nate $500 and approve use of
the field, second by Johnson.
Motion carried unanimously.

Attorney Rahrick was re-
quested by the council to re-
search information on a
complaint that a resident sub-
mitted regarding a fence with
symbols on it and some fence
posts that may be taller than
allowed.

FINAL WORD

A resident spoke regarding
the council and residents
needing to support each
other, work together, and sup-
port principles (like the Dec-
laration of Independence).

Motion by Johnson to ad-
journ the meeting at 8:56
p.m., second by K. Sultze.
Motion carried unanimously.
ATTEST:

Elizabeth Sorg,
City Administrator
Jared Sultze, Mayor

DO YOU
HAVE A
STORY IDEA?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

PICK UP
ONE OF
OUR
DELICIOUS
SALADS OR
WRAPS!
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O Come Before SrAURS . .
5 Ejl}i , RESTAURANT Cahill Bistro & Bar
Your Hunger! AT | o fond ‘ |
MERAPIRCHRSE: o oo i Pt
: < OWATONNA | Breakfast served weekends 9am to 2pm |
[Eopires Jone 89, 2023, Doss not Inslnds alsvholk Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs. 3 to 5:30pm
Mot valid w7ith any ®®J’Ja;®ﬂ‘%!= CHECK OUT OUR 507-455-9260 BOOK YOUR Mon.-Thurs. [0am - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 10am - 10pm
P o ~ S o ~ MANY NEW MON-TUES-WED-THURS TIAM-9PM FALL & WINTER EVENTS! : i pm: Fri. . P
139 23Fh St M8, Owatonng ° 397-413-9319 LUNCH & DINNER FRIDAY TIAM-9PM Banquet Hall, | 632 2nd street Kenyon, MN |
W&@U@’M@Hﬂ@a@@m MENU ITEMS! SAT 3:00PM-9:00PM = SUN CLOSED Seating Up to 300 507-623-1001 - www.cahillbistrobar.com

$)17400)

| During Happy Hour
‘ / 2 o TUESDAYS-THURsDAYS

4 3:00-6:00PM
Onion Rings, Pickle Spears, Cauliflower
and Mushrooms

BROASTED

CHICKEN |
EVERY THURSDAY |

1
GGGW

CARRY OUT
OR DINE IN

701 2nd Street, Kenyon

«2> ¥ DAILY SPECIALS!

'~

Noon Buffet 11am to 2pm -~

50/0 OFF MEAL PURCHASE WITH THIS AD

ORDER ONLINE!
WWW.DODGEPLAZAMORENA.COM
Sunday-Thursday 11:00am to 9:00pm

81699

1/2 Chicken

ith homemade mashed
mpoluoioes and gravy,

Hours:
bar | Friday-Saturday 11:00am to 10:00pm
soup & sala i "hUevlantourresy 1o our drinking customers, MOﬂde-SGTUI’de 10:30 a.m. to 10:00 P.m. 411 W. Highway St. Dodge Center
N 401 8th Street SE, Kasson, MN  507-6347400 Closed on Sunday 507-374-9555

Hours: Closed Sundays & Mondays; Tuesday-Saturday 11am-Close 507 -789 -9000

[ YAY YAY VAV VAY YAY VAT TAY VAT VAY VAT TAY VAT VAT TAY VAT YAY VAY YAY

SMOKIN’ SILVERBACK SALOON

| BREAKFAST,
HIM\TMOWHQI:EI\II; LUNCH, DINNER

Friday-Saturday Noon to lam; Sunday 11am to 7pm

Breakfast Monday-Friday 8am to 11am BURGERS, ESPRESSO
Breakfast Buffet Saturday & Sunday 8am to 11am HOTDISH, PIZZA

ICE CREAM

TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

DRINKS ¢ APPETIZERS * SANDWICHES

BURGERS * SALADS * WRAPS » DESSERTS 035 2nd Sueet, Kenyon
ours:
DAILY SPECIALS Tues.- Sat. Tam to 8pm; Sunday 8am to 6:30pm
Closed Mon.; Tues-Thus 11am-9pm; F1i-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11lam-8pm 504 Mantorville Avenue SOllf.h, Kasson CIOSEd Mondays
111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN 507-634-7427 (RIBS) 507-789-1100

507-634-3133 [ f} Monday-Thursday 11am-Spm
Friday-Saturday 11am-9pm; Sunday 11am-7:00pm

Breakf:
Lunclif& l;;tl’ner come ChQCk
Generous portions, ou' our

friendly service and delicious

|

1

I

1

; : homestyle cookin,

: o b New Menu!

E 1 00 /0 OFF MENU Daily Lunch Specials!
1 112 Main Street Wanamingo, MN

! OR y

|

|

1

1

1

0 ° Bar H :
W|th thlS ad BU FFET [y) Tuesday—TELrsgz;SlIam-?pm
Cannot be used with other offers. l 0 /O OFF With this ad Friday-Saturday 1lam-lam; Sunday 1lam-8pm

Hours: Monday: 11am-9pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-9pm Good Monday-Friday. Expires June 30 30, 2025. Kitchen Hours;
Tuesday-Saturday [lam-9pm

507_451 _9666 Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm I] Sunday llam-7m

¥ - 1 fucebonk
1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna ® South of Lowe’s ® Dine In Only ® Expires June 30, 2025 507-633-3333 -




June 18, 2025

- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD MESSENGER -

Page 43

THEME: SOCCER
ACROSS

1. Heidi's footwear, pl.
6.*___ Hamm

9. Humorous anecdote

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
21.
23.
24,
25.
28.
30.
35.
37.
39.
40.
41.
43.

It doesn't take away tomorrow's troubles
Like Mother Hubbard

Popular pie nut

Hiker's path

Court

Makes better

*Number of soccer players on field for each team
*Winningest FIFA World Cup country
Common inquiries, acr.

Carmy Berzatto's restaurant, with The
Cul-de-_____

In the buff

Preacher's platform

Poking instrument

Smidge

Sashay

Bald eagle's nest

*a.k.a. soccer field

Lice eggs

. Located within

. 3 squared

. High rocky hills

. Post-roller coaster ride state
. Captain of Nautilus
.____chi

. Unforeseen obstacle

. Acronym, abbr.

. *FIFA headquarters location

. *Soccer footwear

. Uninterested

. Hundred Acre Wood's wise resident
. Parkinson's drug

. Pool problem, pl.

. Romanian money

. Wooden ship caulking

. Celt

. Catillion ball's main attraction
.*____ Alexander-Arnold

DOWN

1. 100 Ibs.

Elders' teachings

Kind of history
Widower's feelings
Forest spirit

Worked over with scythe
UN labor org.

Sun-dried brick
Exclamation, with Louise
10. Palm tree berry
11.___ Mall, London

12. Ensign, for short

15. a.k.a. Lighthouse of Alexandria

©CONOO A~ LN

20. *Provide with shin guards, socks and uniform, e.g.

22. Drake's genre

24. Playing roulette

25. *FIFA Women's World Cup current champion
26. Rome's Colosseum, e.g.

27. Singular of cornua

29. Kill (2 words)

31. "By of" or "by means of"
32. "The ," Dostoyevsky's novel
33.Uin UV

34. *Lionel _____

36. Coloring substances

38. Teenager's breakout

42. Relating to blood

45. Dwell

49. African National Congress
51. Central American wildcat
54.Get_____ of someone
56. Highway patrolman's gun
57. "Germinal" author mile ___
58. Desire

59. * Madrid

60. *C in AFC Richmond

61. Puff of marijuana

62. Spin, past tense

63. The Herm s Kelly, e.g.

65. ltty-bitty

67. Invoice qty.

SHIMSNV NXOANS

Email your news to:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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SENIOR DISCOUNT TUESDAYS
POKER

HEHIT
IWEDNESDAYS
30/30 THURSDAYS

Mon - Sat 10am to 5pm
Closed Sundays

530 2nd St. Kenyon
507-789-5622

* Pumping * Flushing
* Maintenance - Tank Locator
+ Inspection - Drain Cleaning

o
907-951-1691

* Tires

+ Wheel alignments

+ Steering & suspension
* Brake repair

+ A/C maintenance

* Batteries

* Over 40 Years Experience
* Residential

* Farm

* Commercial

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
for your next real estate transaction
or loan closing.

» Machinery Storage
- Commercial

« Livestock Buildings
- Garages

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue

651-923-4441
Lodermeiers.net

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN

Ph: 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

BASIC HANDGUN
SAFETY GLASS

For Those With No
Handgun Experience

+ Learn handgun safety
fundamentals

+ Individual classes available
+ Leamn to shoot safely & properly
« You can fire a variety of handguns

NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience
CALLTO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME,
SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENGE

907-951-1411

Full Line of Square Tuhes,
Channels, Angle,
Flat & Pipes

Shearing, Cutting and
Bending
61154 190th St Dodge Center

907-314-2524

(SAVE IT

641 S Main Wanamingo

507-824-2710

SI FROM
TRASH)

THRIFT STORE

26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Steel, Farm Machinery,
Car Bodies, Aluminum,
Copper, Batteries,
Appliances, E-Scrap

Largest Antique Store
in Dodge County

416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
507-635-5554
Facebook@
MantorvilleSquareAntiques

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
Saturday 9am to 5pm

DOUG AND MARY KLATT
www.siftdyou.com

Call us today! 507.259.2386

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm
June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am
507-527-2408
www.ldrecycling.com

OVER 100 CHOCOLATE
DELICACIES HANDMADE
IN STORE!

SWEETEST
PLACE IN
TOWN

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

HONOuone

> Hope Stump
Grinding

N

Tatge

Jewelry s 7o too smat.
Grain and Livestock Hedging john H ope
Awards By Tatge Todd Rvan P
Celebrating 50 Years 651 _764_£y-’590 Bruce Freerksen 612-327-5980
0fB1£Si1l€SS in 2025 tryan @flatwaterfutures.com (507) 273'91 1 0 ;j

brucewithschaefferoil @gmail.com
West Concord, MN

Goodhue, MN

625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN
Branch Office

(507) 789-6522

-
SPECIALTY BAKED GOODS
FOR EVERY OCCASION!
Cupcakes e Cakes
Pies » Cookies
Fudge » Muffins
Scones ¢ Cheesecake

507-824-CAKE (2253)
237 Main St Wanamingo

Lake State
Paintless
Dent Repair

We Fix Hail Damage and
Dents on Vehicles

We can come to your home
or place of business.
507-319-5714

taylornolanpdr@gmail.com

PLACE
YOUR AD
0]) |
THIS PAGE

Call Terry at
507-951-7417

or

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Our unique skid steer and utility tractor
snow plow feature a floating face plate
and an innovative “cross draw” design,
with a dual direction hydraulic cylinder,
which allows this plow to sit much
closer to the machine and faceplate
than a traditional A-frame style plow
with a dual ram set-up. Because of our
proven design, these plows have
substantial amount of free movement or “walk” when going over uneven
terrain like a dirt road, side hills, around a pond, a loading dock or
handicap ramp. These plows include a cross over relief valve to help
protect the hydraulics from damage.

5’ to 6.5
5 t0 7.5
5 to10’
6’to 10°

starting at $2,475
starting at $2,575
starting at $2,775
starting at $3,775

Lightweight plow (up to 35hp)
Std Duty plow (up to 65hp)
Heavy Duty (up to 85hp)
Industrial/Commercial Duty

Minnesota Implement

West Concord, MN - 651-269-5688
See all our products
@ www.minnesotaimplement.com

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

LARGEST

GIFT STORE
IN
S0. MN!

ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABEILA’S
INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
HOME DECOR
LAWN DECORATIONS
UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-7pm; SUNDAY NOON-5pm
4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna ® View/Like us on Facebook
P 507-451-5661

R -






