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Dodge Center Business Woman
named Citizen of the Year

More Berne Wood
Fired Pizza Activities

July offers a number of things to do at the
Berne Wood Fired Pizza venue. Wednesday
July 9th at Spm is Kid’s Night with Zollman
Zoo and the New Feral Cats and Soul Train.
On Friday July 11th at 8:30am it is coffee
in the country with the puzzle challenge and
bucket golf with live music by RavensFire.

Wednesday July 16th at Spm is the Chubs
and Incognito. On Wednesday July 23rd at
Spm is True North and JoJo Green.

(continued on page 5)

Announcements

* Ginny’s (Farmers Market / Crafts /
Flea). Dates: May 28th - September 24th
every Wednesday: weather pending.
Time: 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Set up Starts
at 2:00 p.m. Location: 213 Ellington
Street West Concord, MN 55985 (Empty
Lot Behind Ginny’s”’s Drive-In).

e The United Methodist Church of
Dodge Center at 20 First Street NE of-
fers a dine in and carry out meal from
5:00-6:00pm the third Wednesday of
each month.

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

This year the Dodge Center Lion’s Club
picked Beth Hanggi as the Citizen of the
Year. Beth is a Dodge Center native, growing
up here with her brother and sister. She
started a furniture refinishing business in
1988 after graduating from college. She also
worked at the Eden Prairie community center
aquatic department. In 1990 she accepted her
father’s offer to join him in the family insur-
ance business.

Fahning and Associates offers insurance
plans for life, health, long term care,
Medicare supplements and Medicare advan-
tage plans, employee benefits, annuities and
IRAs. They have served the area for over
fifty years.

Beth met her husband Ralph while he was
an art teacher at Claremont Public School
District and later at the Triton School District
after the schools combined. Ralph later took
a position with the Grand Rapids School and
they moved to Bowstring Lake near Deer
River Minnesota. Beth commutes to the
Dodge Center office each week and Ralph
has retired and does abstract painting in his
studio on the lake.

Beth was nominated for the honor due to
her activity in the community. She is very in-
volved in the United Methodist Church in
Dodge Center, is on the Dodger Days Com-
mittee and current Chamber of Commerce
president. Beth believes the strong points of

advertised sales.

Country Boys.

HogFest 2025

Claremont’s HogFest is just around the corner.
This year the evet is planned for August 1st
through 3rd. Plans are in the works for city wide
garage sales so look at the July 30th issue of the
Claremont Messenger for a map and listing of

On Friday August 1st at 5pm the food vendor
trucks and beer sales begin. The garden tractor
pulls begin at 6pm. A kids scavenger hunt will
take place between 6 and 7pm. From 8pm to
midnight there will be live music by the Old

On Saturday August 2nd there will be breakfast burritos served from 8 to 11am at the
Pavillion. A Bake sale will run at the same time and place.

(continued on page 4)

Open Regular Hours
July 2 &3

WE WILL BE CLOSED
JULY 4, 5, 6 FOR
STAFF MAINTENANCE

Opening Wednesday, July 9 at 11:00am
HmwSaﬁe/& Hafzfui 4th %Ju]n{/

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN
Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM
Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
Ber (pen Laler
507-645-9992 + www.firesidelounge.net

Beth Hanggi

Dodge Center include the citizens here who
are warm, welcoming and supportive to each
other. The community is progressive with a
lot of industry for a small town and many
businesses which employ over fifty employ-
ees each. The city has lots to do with a beau-
tiful park system and plenty of amenities to
entertain people and clubs to promote the
city. It is an attractive town with well kept
neighborhoods. It is fortunate to be in a good
location with two major state highways in-
tersecting here and a close drive to numerous
larger cities.
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Choose
the
j\hse Path

There are all kinds of roads or paths to take.
Some are physical- like yellow bricks, high-
ways, trails in the woods or just the road to
grandma’s house. Others are more philosoph-
ical- the road less traveled- the road to free-
dom, the road to discovery, the road to your
future. ..

The road we take determines where we will
end up. The only way to end up at the right
destination is to choose the right road. The
metaphor of life as a journey is a familiar one.
It is found in the Bible as well as in classical
literature. The Odyssey of Homer describes
Ulysses' ten-year journey from Troy to his
home in Ithaca, and Bunyan's Pilgrim's
Progress is an account of Christian's journey
from the City of Destruction to the heavenly
city. The Wizard of Oz is Dorothy’s journey
to Emerald City.

The Bible frequently exhorts us to choose
the right path, and sadly all around us the cul-
ture we live in thinks there are "many ways
to God" and any path you sincerely follow
will eventually take you there. No matter
someone’s sincerity- one can be sincerely
wrong.

Jesus made it clear that in this life we can
take only one of two ways, and each of them
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leads to a different destination. Everybody
has to choose either the crowded road that
leads to destruction or the narrow road that
leads to life; ““You can enter God’s Kingdom
only through the narrow gate. The highway
to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the
many who choose that way. 14 But the gate-
way to life is very narrow and the road is dif-
ficult, and only a few ever find it.” Matthew
7:13-14. There's no middle or alternative
way.

You can find steps to discover meaning in
life from a number of resources. You can
read philosophy, or psychology or self-help
books. Yet, the best place to seek wisdom
and direction is still from the book written
by the creator of the world and His Words
which are: “God-breathed and are useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of
God may be thoroughly equipped for every
good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
As followers of Christ, we are to desire to
learn and grow in wisdom.

It is while we walk with God that we learn
to enjoy the blessings of God. People have
been trying to discover meaning for their
lives since the beginning. Sadly, we haven’t
always made the best choices nor chose to
follow God’s design for us. Human and sci-
entific studies agree with the truth and wis-
dom of the scriptures. When we are
contemplating the direction of our lives- the
path that God wants us to take we should
begin with these 5 areas and include them in
our plans. And it’s important to consider this
for yourself, and if you are married- consider
these 5 areas for the trajectory of your mar-
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riage as well. As believers- flying by the seat
of our pants isn’t very honoring to our faith
walk with Jesus. Jesus knew His direction,
He knew His path and He never turned from
it.. even though He knew the ending. For us-
we might think that He had it easier- I'm not
so sure- I do enjoy the adventure- most of
the time- if I knew the ending- I would prob-
ably work less and get a bit lazy in my faith
and plans for the future. In our lives as we
follow Jesus- as we set our paths on the di-
rection He places before us- we will find a
life of joy, purpose and passion ! To find that
path you need to begin with-

* Self-Reflection Set aside time to examine
your priorities, passions, and values. Jour-
naling or meditating on questions like "What
makes me feel alive?" or "What legacy do I
want to leave?" can spark new realizations
about your purpose. Jesus was on a journey-
and He still took time every morning, “while
it was still dark” he went up a mountain to
pray. Mark 1:35. Jesus knew his path- yet He
sought guidance too. I desire to live out my
faith one day at a time on the path He has
laid out for me. Knowing God has a plan-
frees me to be in discovery for that plan.
Secondly...

e Cultivate Meaningful Relationships Gen-
esis 2:18. Connection is a vital part of human
life. Nurturing deep relationships with fam-
ily, friends, or communities helps create a
sense of belonging and can provide emo-
tional and spiritual nourishment. God said in
the very beginning, “it is not good for man to
be alone.” And that isn’t only for married
couples; Adam wasn’t a complete human
until there was another person. Elijah

Area Church Directory

507-374-2174
Traditional Worship 9a.m; Fellowship 10a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
404 Central Avenue N, Dodge Center
Rev. Elliott Malm® 507-633-2253
https://gracede.church
Worship 9a.m.; Sunday School 10:30a.m.

Praise Fellowship Church
602 Central Avenue S, Dodge Center
Roger Langworthy * 507-374-6400
Kidz Church 9:15a.m.; Sunday Worship 9:30a.m.

Dodge Center Methodist Church
201 1st St. NE, Dodge Center
Rev. Chad Christensen * 507-374-6885
Sunday Morning Worship at 8:30a.m.,
Fellowship Time Following

St. John Baptist De La Salle
20 2nd St. NE, Dodge Center * 507-374-6830
Mass Saturday 5p.m.

Living Water Assembly Church
104 1st St. NW/, Dodge Center
Roy Andrews * 507-374-6561
Sunday 10a.m.

Dodge Center SDA Church
410 3rd Ave. SW
Dodge Center ¢ 507-374-6895
Sabbath School 9:15a.m.; Saturday Worship 11a.m.

Anchor of Hope Church,
a 7th Day Baptist Congregation
203 E. Main St, Dodge Center * 507-374-6755
Saturday 10a.m. Worship; 11:45a.m. Sabbath School

Bible Lutheran Church
(American Assoc. of Lutheran Churches)
11 1st Ave. N.E., Dodge Center
www.biblelc.org ¢ 612-803-1212
Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.
(weekly sermons available on You Tube and on website)

First Congregational Church
12 Second Street NW/
Dodge Center, MN 55027 » 507-633-6873

www.congregationalchurchdc.com

- Mark Martig, Pastor

bet o
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o] Faith Lutheran Church
- 308 2nd St. NW/, Dodge Center

needed a helper- God gave him Elisha, Naomi
had Ruth, David had Jonathon, and Jesus had
his three and his 12. Who is in your inner cir-
cle- what relationships are you cultivating?
Don’t go your path alone.

e Commit to Personal Growth. Purpose
evolves as you grow. Seeking knowledge,
challenging yourself, and pursuing hobbies or
goals aligned with your values can bring
deeper satisfaction over time. We aren’t meant
to vegetate on the couch- we are to grow and
learn. Peter wrote, “For this very reason,
make every effort to add to your faith good-
ness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to
knowledge, self-control; and to self-control,
perseverance; and to perseverance, godli-
ness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and
to mutual affection, love. 2 Peter 1:5-7.

e Serve Others Acts of kindness and service
often instill a profound sense of meaning.
Whether it’s volunteering, mentoring, or con-
tributing to causes you believe in, giving to
others enriches both their lives and yours. You
were created for this very thing- to serve oth-
ers.

What is God calling you to do? You are cre-
ated to serve others- is serving others a part
of your future path? We know it is if you are
following Jesus. That’s what you were created
for! Maybe it’s mowing someone’s lawn or
pulling their weeds. Maybe it’s just sitting
with a shut in and listening and visiting.
Maybe you are called to teach students or
adults in your church. Maybe God is calling
you to begin another ministry or become a
pastor or missionary.
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Light Rising in the Darkness

If you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and
satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will
rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the
noonday. — Isaiah 58:10

The roles of mom, dad, brother, and sister can be broader
than traditional definitions suggest. My mom has

embodied an expansive view of motherhood throughout
her life. She not only raised my siblings and me alongside
our father, but she also served as a Christian school
principal for 35 years and as an elder in her church. Her
influence reached far beyond our home—spending
summers in Ukraine, Uganda, and Russia, as well as three
years in Bangkok to help establish Christian schools.

When I was a single father with sons ages 7, 4, and 1, my
mom stepped in to help me, sharing as a grandmother the
same energy and devotion she had shown as a mother. Her
love, especially in times of need, reflected God’s calling to
spend herself on behalf of others. She’s always been a
square peg in a world that tries to fit people into round
holes, and that uniqueness is her strength. The churches,
orphanages, and schools she has served have benefited
deeply from her gifts—as have we, her family.

God promises his servants: “You will be like a well-
watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.” Is
there someone in your life whose faith and service reflect
God’s light and bless others in remarkable ways?

Lord, thank you for all whose love and service reflect
your light. Bless those who give generously of
themselves. May their lives be like well-watered gardens,
ever refreshing others. Amen.

CLAREMONT

1st Presbyterian Church
200 East Street, Claremont ¢ 528-2320
Pastor Doug Walters
Sunday Worship at 10:00a.m.

St. John Lutheran Church

4532 SE 84th Avenue, Claremont * 528-2404
Pastor Alan Broadwell
Sunday Service at 10:30a.m.

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY:
INANANAINAINAINAZNAINAINANAINAINAINAZ/NAZNAZNAZNAIN
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Fresh ¢

Mexican Cuisine
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Faith Community Church o]
305 State Street N, West Concord ¢ 507-527-2244 -

Pastor David Breederland
Sunday 9:30a.m. Worship; 10:45a.m. Sunday School
www.fecwe.org

Facebook: WC Faith Community Church

Hegre Lutheran, ELCA
51939 Highway 56 Blvd., Kenyon * 507-527-2353
Sunday: 9:152.m. Sunday School; 10:30a.m. Worship

Trinity Lutheran, ELCA
301 Highland St., West Concord * 507-527-2778
Pastor Chad Christensen ¢ trinitychurchwe.net
Sunday worship video is posted on Facebook:
Trinitylutheranchurchwestconcordmn
Sundays 9:45a.m. Worship in building and live streamed on
Facebook.
Sunday School 10:30a.m.
Tuesday Men’s Bible Study, 7:00a.m.
at church and via Zoom

Call church for more information on ministries and events.

Church of Christ
55087 200th Ave., West Concord ¢ 507-527-2723
Pastor Peter Moen
9:00a.m. Sunday School; 10:00a.m. Worship
concordchurchmn.com

Zwingli United Church of Christ
“The Berne Church”

23148 Co. Hwy. 24, West Concord * 507-356-4340
Pastor Tom Isaacson

Sunday 10:00a.m. Worship; Find us on Facebook

Email your church announcements,
schedule, etc. to the The Messenger at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

% 160 26th St NE, Owatonna
} 507-413-0819

Dining Room Open 7 Days a Week
11:00am-10:00pm

www.plazamorena.com
[YAY YAY VAV VAT VAY VAT VAT VAT TAY VAT VAT VAT VAT TAY YAV VAT VAT VAT
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Gerald "Gerry" Henry Fahning
Gerald "Gerry" Henry Fahning, 93, of
Dodge Center, MN
passed away peace-
fully on Saturday,
May 31, 2025, at
Mayo Clinic  St.
Mary's Campus in
Rochester, MN.
Gerry was born on
October 30, 1931, in
Zumbrota,
% W w©
~ Henry and
Julia (Erickson) Fahning. He grew up outside
of Cleveland, MN, on a farm with his sister
and three brothers. Gerry graduated from
Cleveland, MN high school in 1949.
After high school he attended the University

of Minnesota St. Paul campus until 1951. In
1951, he was drafted into the United States
Army and served in South Korea until he was
honorably discharged in 1953. In the fall of
1953, he resumed his studies at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, graduating in 1956. While
attending the University of Minnesota he
joined the fraternity Alph Gama Rho.

In 1955, Gerry took an internship for the
summer with Dodge County Extension and
oversaw the 4-H. At the end of the summer,
they asked him if he would come back as a
hired Dodge County Extension 4-H leader
and he did. So, in 1956, he came back to
Dodge County. He loved working with peo-
ple and 4-H; teaching and helping people de-
velop skills in the agricultural areas.

Gerry met his future wife, Mary Washburn
in 1956, when they lived in the same room-

«

1 The

DO YOU
HAVE AN
ANNOUNCEMENT?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Serving the Triton Area

essenger

Claremont, Dodge Center, West Concord

We are more than just
a flower store!
Gifts - Cards & Mere fov All Occasions

ORDER TODAY! CALL 507-789-5700

Roses, Mixed Arrangements,
Flower Bunches and More!

524 Second St, Kenyon
507-789-5700

marysrusticrose@outlook.com

marysrusticrose.com
ZePEEN

ing house in Dodge Center. They married on
June 8, 1958.

Gerry left Extension in 1962, and started his
own insurance business, his parent company
being the New York Life Insurance Com-
pany. He was an agent for New York Life for
over 55 years. His daughter, Beth joined him
in business in 1990, forming Fahning and As-
sociates, LLC. This business continues.

He had a great devotion to his family and
to Dodge County. Gerry served on the
Dodge County Fair Board for 18 years. He
was elected as a councilman for the City of
Dodge Center, a position he held for over 15
years. He also served on many city commit-
tees and boards. Gerry was a founding mem-
ber of the Dodge Center Lions Club which
was chartered in 1968. He earned one of
Lions Club’s highest awards, the Melvin
Jones Fellow Award. He was a member of
the Dodge Center American Legion Post
#384 Wells-Peterson. Gerry helped organize
the Dodge County Expo, an event that was
near and dear to his heart. He was a member
of the Dodge Center United Methodist
Church, serving on many committees and in-
volved with many functions of the church.

Gerry loved to hunt, fish, watch sports, gar-
den and chat over a cup of coffee, if cookies
were involved it would be even better. He
enjoyed watching his children in their activ-
ities as they grew up and watching his grand-
children in their activities whether it was
plays, music, sports, or 4-H.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Mary
Fahning; daughter-in-law, Wendy Fahning;
brother, Eugene (Al) Fahning; sister, Helen

Traxler Law
PLLC

traxlerlaw.com

Ann Traxler
Attorney
PRACTICE AREAS

e Wills, Trusts, & Estates

e Farm and Business
Transition Planning

e General Practice
e Probate

4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420
ann@traxlerlaw.com

Enstrom.

Gerry is survived by his son, Paul Fahning;
daughters, Beth (Ralph) Hanggi and Barbara
(Dan) Lauer; three grandchildren, Heidi Fah-
ning (John Gerritsen), Chad (Brooke) Fahn-
ing, and Hannah Lauer; one great-grandchild,
Evelyn W. Fahning; brothers, Wayne (Mari-
lyn) Fahning, Dayton (Annette) Fahning; and
numerous nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was held at 2:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 28, 2025, at the United
Methodist Church, 20 1st St NE in Dodge
Center, MN. Reverend Chad Christensen of-
ficiated. Visitation was from 4:30-7:00 p.m.
Friday, June 27, 2025, at Czaplewski Family
Funeral Homes, 25 South Street SW in Dodge
Center, MN and one hour prior to his service
at the church. Military Honors were provided
by the Dodge Center American Legion Post
384 following his service at the church. In-
urnment will be held at a later date in Spring
Valley Cemetery in Spring Valley, MN.

In lieu of flowers, the family would prefer
donations to the Dodge Center United
Methodist Church, Dodge County 4-H,
Dodge County Salvation Army, Dodge Center
Lion’s Club or donor’s choice.

The family would like to extend a special
thank you to Stacey Hanson, Prairie Mead-
ows and their staff, St. Croix Hospice, and
Fairview Nursing Home and their staff, for
the wonderful care they have given Gerry this
past year.

To share a special memory or condolence
please visit http://www.czaplewskifuneral-
homes.com. Czaplewski Funeral Homes, 25
South Street, Dodge Center, MN 55927
(507)374-2155. Blessed be his memory.
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The Antique tractor pull begins at 9am with
rolls and coffee served a half hour prior. Beer
sales begin at 10am and the food trucks open
at 11am. A petting zoo will be held from 10am
to 2pm. Face painting is held from 11lam to
3pm. The bean bag tournament starts at noon.
A silent auction will be held from 1 to 6pm
under the tent. A free gaming trailer will be

open from 4 to 6pm. A sweet corn and pork
feed is scheduled from 4 to 7pm at the Pavil-
lion. The Claremont Pub has horse races at
Spm and there will be a foam party for kids
from 6 to 7pm. Live music starts at 7pm with
the Non Prophets.

On Sunday at 7:30am rolls and coffee will
be served at Harmer Park and the TYFSA
Venom 10U softball tournament starts at
8am. Car Show registration is from 8 to
10am with the Car, Bike and antique tractor
show from 10am to 1pm. Food trucks open at
9am and the beer sales start at 10am. The
Rockin’ Hep Cats will be playing from 10am
to 1pm. The paradfe starts at 1:30pm and is
followed by the Fireman’s Water Fights on
Mains Street.

Highway 56 Detour for Road Improvements

South of West Concord

WEST CONCORD, Minn. — Motorists on
Highway 56 between West Concord and
Highway 14 are encountering detours as con-
struction crews make road improvements, ac-
cording to the Minnesota Department of
Transportation.

Construction crews will be making concrete
pavement repairs on Highway 56 from West
Concord south to Highway 14 near Dodge
Center. They will patch and replace damaged
concrete panels or repair or seal joints.

The work takes time to remove the concrete,
repair and wait for the concrete to cure or gain
strength to hold vehicle traffic. The two-lane
highway only has space for the repairs and
construction equipment, so no through traffic
is allowed. Residents will be able to reach
their homes and businesses along the high-
way. Detour The roads will be closed to
through traffic. Residents will be able to reach
their homes and businesses but may have to
use alternate routes at times. Work was sched-
uled to begin June 23 and be completed by
mid-July, weather permitting. Highway 56
will be closed from Dodge County Road 34
to West Concord (Dodge County Road 24).

* Detour route: If going south, go east on
Dodge County Road 24, south on Dodge
County Road 7, east on Dodge County Road
20, south on Dodge County Road 7 to Dodge
Center and west on Dodge County Road 34 to
reach Highway 56

* If going north, take the above detour route
in reverse. Additional project work To learn
more about this project, go to MnDOT’s web-

site where you can also sign up for email and
text message updates. A map of the detour
route is also included on a link at the website.
This is part of a series of concrete pavement
repairs occurring on state highways in south-
east Minnesota from 2025 to 2026. Crews are
wrapping up work on Highway 63 south of
Spring Valley as they begin to move to High-
way 56 next week. Work is also planned dur-
ing 2025 at one more site:

* Highway 14 westbound east of Dodge
Center. This work is planned after the High-
way 56 work is completed. Westbound mo-
torists will encounter lane closures, but no
detours are planned. Stay connected, in-
formed

* Check out upcoming MnDOT southeast
Minnesota construction projects

My

502 Huseth St., Kenyon

Check out our full line of
60v Lithium lon cordless tools
and accessories.

Includes: string trimmers,
edgers, chainsaws,

501‘189'6321 hedge trimmers & more

Toro 77502
Ride Timecutter

23 hp Kawasaki twin
50" iron forged deck
MyRide seat suspension
19” gaming style seat

*4,599.00
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On Friday July 25th at 8:30am is coffee in
the country and the Trivia Contest. Wednes-
day July 30th will be a Classic Car show and
live music by Foster Grand and the Stella
Vees.

Wednesday August 6th at Spm is the Artisan
Market Night and music by Vintage Tones
and Six Mile Groove. On Friday August 8th it
will be coffee in the country again where you

Name of Child

SURVIVAL DAYS 2025

Moms, Dads, and Grandparents
Send in a cute photo (no larger than 4x6)
of son, daughter, grandson or granddaughter

(Baby, parents, or grandparents must be West Concord residents.)

OPEN TO CHILDREN 0-36 MONTHS OLD as of 7/25/25
ALL PICTURES MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOON ON

JULY 7, ALONG WITH ENTRY FORM AND $5 FEE.

Email to: wntrorz@hotmail.com or Mail to:
Crystal Winter - 514 5th Street, West Concord, MN 55985
or drop off at Heritage Bank or City Hall
PLAN TO ATTEND THE ROYALTY PAGEANT AT
LION’S PARK on Friday, July 25th at 6:30pm!

can learn to crochet and play bucket golf with
live music by Nancy Tobiason Kramer.
Wednesday August 13th will be live music
starting at 5pm with Local Hooligans and
Collective Unconscious, a CSN&Y tribute
band. Friday August 22nd will be the last cof-
fee in the country with a puzzle challenge
and a trivia contest starting at 8:30am.

Date of Birth

Parents Name

Parents Address, Phone Number

Submitted By (if other than parent)

Name

Relationship to Child

Address

Phone Number

More details and additional forms at Heritage Bank and City Hall.

If you are planning to have a garage sale during
Survival Days, contact

Kim Jones at jones kim@frontier.com
or private message via Facebook.

Your ad will be placed in
The Messenger paper for no charge,
listed on the Survival Days
Facebook page, and added to a list of
all sales that will be available at City 6'4240.5
Hall. Deadline is July 11 to be in- SALE
cluded on the The Messenger listing.

Join us for Book Group at the West Concord Library
Saturday, July 19 from 9-10am

Solito by Javier Zamora

Javier Zamora’s adventure is a 3,000-mile journey from his
small town in El Salvador, through Guatemala and Mexico, and
across the U.S. border. He will leave behind his beloved aunt and
grandparents to reunite with a mother who left four years ago and
a father he barely remembers. Traveling alone amid a group of
strangers and a “coyote” hired to lead them to safety, Javier ex-
pects his trip to last two short weeks.

At nine years old, all Javier can imagine is rushing into his par-
ents’ arms, snuggling in bed between them, and living under the
same roof again. He cannot foresee the perilous boat trips, relent-
less desert treks, pointed guns, arrests and deceptions that await
him; nor can he know that those two weeks will expand into two
life-altering months alongside fellow migrants who will come to encircle him like an un-
expected family.

A memoir as gripping as it is moving, Solito provides an immediate and intimate ac-
count not only of a treacherous and near-impossible journey, but also of the miraculous
kindness and love delivered at the most unexpected moments. Solito is Javier Zamora’s
story, but it’s also the story of millions of others who had no choice but to leave home.

Genre: Memoir, Nonfiction

First Published: September 2022, 384 pages (hardcover)
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The Circus |
is Coming
to

. Dennison

Thanks to the sponsorship

of the Dennison Lions Club

& Fireside Lounge, the

Culpepper & Merriweather

Circus is coming to Denni-

son, MN on Thursday, July

31st, to the lot across from the Dennison

Lutheran Church located at 37514 3 Ave. with
shows at 5:00 & 7:30 pm.

C&M Circus has been providing quality,
local family entertainment for 40 years.

This authentic One-Ring, Big Top Circus
has been featured on the A&E Special: Under
the Big Top, Nick News: On the Road with
Circus Kids and most recently OETA's Big
Top Town.

This year, we're very excited to bring you
our brand new 2025 performance featuring
Big Cats presented by Trey Key, our Aerialist
Extraordinaire Simone on the trapeze, the
Perez Daredevil Duo on the Tight Rope and
Wheel of Destiny, the high energy Macias
family hand and foot juggling, and everyone's

favorite Circus Clown Leo Acton.
Circus Day Schedule
9:30 a.m. - Tent Raising & Tour

Everyone is invited to watch the Big Top
rise! You'll also get a chance to tour the
grounds and get a behind-the-scenes look at
our show! Learnabout life on the road and the
care our animals receive.

4:00 p.m. - Midway Opens

Pony Rides, Moon Bounce, Giant Slide,
Face Painting, Concession Stand and Box Of-
fice open up for some extra fun!

5:00 & 7:30 - Circus Performance

Get ready for an amazing show the whole
family will love! Each show lasts about 90
minutes.

Tickets
Advance Tickets Prices

Adult Ticket - $13Child (2-12) or Senior
(65+) - $8 Advance tickets can be purchased
BEFORE Circus Day from these locations:

Heritage Bank - Dennison
Dennison Depot
Fireside Lounge & Supper Club
Parkside General Store - Nerstrand

A higher percentage of advance tickets goes
back to the sponsor, meaning more money-
back into your community! You'll also save
money and can skip the lines at the box of-
fice!

Box Office Prices

Adult Ticket - $16Child (2-12) or Senior
(65+) - $9 Box office tickets go on sale at the
Circus grounds starting one hour before each
show.
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Courageous\
Listening

By Benya Kraus
President & CEO Southern
Minnesota Initiative Foundation

My Grandma Vivan Zimmerman was one
of Tim Penny’s earliest and most emphatic
supporters during his initial run for Congress
— so much so that she convinced my Grandpa
Jim, an active member of Waseca County’s
Republican Party, to vote for Tim despite the
“D” behind his name.

This traversing across political identities
seems almost miraculous in today’s eyes. But
I am told that it was Tim’s willingness to lis-
ten, his commitment to knock on the doors
of every house in the district, to see national
problems with the specificity of a local con-
text, that won my Grandpa over. Tim brought
these virtues to his role as President of South-
ern Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF)
for nearly two decades. As I now step into the
role of the next SMIF president, I can’t help

but feel my Grandma’s pride and hopefulness
that I, too, may carry forward Tim’s legacy of
service and courageous listening.

It is a courageous thing to listen.

In light of the recent acts of violence that
have shaken our state, I’ve found myself re-
flecting on what it means to truly listen — es-
pecially in difficult, divided, and uncertain
times. These moments test our belief in the
goodness of our neighbors and the strength
of the communities we call home. And yet, I
come to my first week in my new role with a
deep sense of gratitude and knowing that this
spirit of connection and care still defines who
the vast majority of Minnesotans are —
thanks in large part to the civic institutions,
like SMIF, that model the virtues of empathy,
trust and shared responsibility. Our work to
foster belonging across our programs and re-
gion feels all the more urgent. I’'m grateful to
step into this role with all of you, to live out
our values more boldly, and to keep listening
— one of the most powerful tools we have to
build community — as we move forward to-
gether.

Listening requires us to temporarily sus-
pend our own judgments and ways of think-
ing of the world, in order to make space for
another’s story to take shape in our mind —
and potentially, to take hold of our heart. We
may find that when we listen, we see prob-
lems and uncover new solutions we didn’t see
earlier. Or maybe we listen, and the stories
we hear don’t change our minds at all and in-
stead, give us a perspective on why others
may see things differently. However, some-
times when we really listen, we are called to
hold two opposite things true at the same

We’ve Got Your
Family’s Back

Personalized insurance solutions

to protect your family’s future
and security, no matter what.

WwWWw.vsgmi.com

COMMUNITY

GROWN INSURANCE
..o’ re covered!

Kalass Agenty

242 Main Street
Zumbrota, MN
Phone: 507-732-7614
Email:
kalassagency(@kalassagency.com

Insurance Brokers

of Byron
505 Frontage Rd NE
Byron MN 55920
Phone: 507-775-7280
Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com

Sviggum Agency

133 Main Street
Wanamingo
Phone: 507-824-5105
Email:
agent(@sviggum insurance.com

North Risk Partners

Rochester
2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100
Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-288-7600
Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com

time. Living in paradox runs almost counter
to the very human, biological desire to sort
and categorize the world around us.

Yet, I am no stranger to paradox.

For one, I am both native and newcomer. |
was born in Bangkok, Thailand where I spent
most of my childhood and high school years,
but I also enjoyed summers on the family
farm in Waseca County, where my dad’s side
of the family has farmed for six generations.
As the daughter of a first-generation Thai im-
migrant and a blonde-hair, blue-eyed Min-
nesota farm boy, I’ve had the gift of seeing
southern Minnesota through the eyes of both
parents. Since moving back six years ago, I
feel connected to a family history tied to this
prairie land, yet still miss the taste of lemon-
grass and scent of jasmine flowers from my
childhood home.

I am a social entrepreneur who co-founded
a national nonprofit that encourages young
people to return to their rural hometowns,
embracing fresh perspectives and new ways
of building community. And yet, I'm also a
Rotarian and a Catholic who loves tradition
and the wisdom found in faith institutions and
having friendships with people older than me.
I’m a humanities student who also earned her
master’s in business administration, ener-
gized by private sector solutions while also
attentive to community needs that arise from
market failures. I worked to redirect national
philanthropy toward rural America, and also
believe that the most innovative investment
strategies are forged at the local level.

Living in paradox takes courage because
very often, you don’t feel “enough” of either
identity. And when one part of myself gets

territorial of the other, it takes courage to re-
mind myself that all the parts of me need each
other.

I believe this is true for us as a region, too.
We need all of each other.

At SMIF, we are a funder, convener and ca-
pacity builder for southern Minnesota. Our
issue areas focus on Entrepreneurship, Early
Childhood Education, and Community Vital-
ity —and while almost all of us can agree that
these are important factors for a thriving
community, we likely have different, perhaps
paradoxical, ideas on how to get there. Rather
than see paradox as a peril, I see it as a prom-
ise. It is a promise to listen deeply and coura-
geously, to build a region that is resilient
because of its dynamism and diversity, to
strive for a culture that balances the needs be-
tween old and young, newcomer and native,
private and public, small and large.

In my first 100 days in this role, I’ll be hit-
ting the road to every corner of our region,
eager to listen with the same courage and per-
sistence as my predecessor, Tim Penny. I look
forward to hearing your stories and weaving
together the paradoxes of our region as we
craft a shared path, and shared identity of
who we are, together.

I welcome your comments and questions.
You can reach me at benyak@smifounda-
tion.org or 507-455-3215.

About Benya Kraus

Benya Kraus is the President & CEO of
Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation.
Benya is the co-founder of Lead for America
and served as the Network Advancement Direc-
tor at Resource Rural.

e Life
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* Employee Benefits

* Medicare Supplements/Part D

A PLAN FOR EVERYONE

¢ Health

* Long Term Care

Proucding our clients with the best covenage and value

for thein insunance weeds dor mone than 50 years.
FAHNING & ASSOCIATES 1ic
Beth Hanggl
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Celebrate
Independence

L Day Safely

Celebrate safely and responsibly this July
4th. Whether you are hosting friends, attend-
ing community celebrations, traveling or en-
joying fireworks, safety should be a top
priority.

Fireworks safety: Fireworks are a leading
cause of injury every July. Leave fireworks to
the professionals and attend a public fire-
works display, rather than lighting off your
own. If you choose to use consumer fire-
works, never allow young children to handle
fireworks — even sparklers can cause serious
burns. Always have water or a fire extin-
guisher nearby in case of an accident or fire,
light one firework at a time and move away
quickly and never try to relight a “dud.”

Grilling safety: If cooking outdoors, keep
grills away from structures, such as your

From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex: commercial or farm real estate

transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is commilted to providing real estate
transactional expertise and personal customer service.

38 W Main St, Dodge Center ¢ 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com ¢ www.dclandtitle.com

house and deck. Never leave the grill unat-
tended and keep children and pets away.

Travel safety: During the holiday, there will
be more people on the roadways. Remember
to buckle up and keep your hands on the
wheel and your eyes on the road. Don’t drink
or use impairing substances and drive, and
make a plan for a safe ride home. As always,
put the cell phone down and keep a watchful
eye out for pedestrians, bicyclists and motor-
cycles.

Water safety: Many families enjoy time in

our lakes or the pool. Remember — adult su-
pervision at all times when children are near
the water, always swim with a buddy, and use
personal floatation devices for inexperienced
Or non-swimmers.

Pet safety: Loud noises and the flashing of
fireworks can be distressing to pets — keep
pets indoors in a quiet safe space and ensure
that your pet wears identification in case they
get lost.

Have a safe and happy Fourth of July!
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*Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor
are not necessarily those of The Messenger

To the Editor:

Big Ag’s corporate culture of indifference
has been years in the making

Here’s how it played out in Minnesota

A corporate culture of indifference perme-
ates America. A crash earlier this month that
resulted in the death of 43 dead pigs near our
family farm in Dodge County, Minnesota is
illustrative of this indifference. Disposal of
the dead pigs was easy. Within hours, the eu-
thanized pigs were added to dead boxes or
composting stations in area swine factory
farms, heaped a little higher with pig piles of
dead pigs.

Years of corporate conditioning has created
this culture of indifference. Thanks to decades
of corporate propaganda, a corporate culture
of indifference encourages farmers to look
away, as thousands of small farmers are
forced out of business. In the transition to a
corporate nation, multinational giants such as
Hormel, JBS, Smithfield, Tyson and others,
have created a closed system that is only open
to those farmers willing to construct a factory
farm to industry specifications. Only those
farmers who construct a large industrial facil-
ity capable of holding several thousand ani-
mals are given access to the corporate
marketplace. Tethered to multinational corpo-
rations through a series of contracts, multina-
tional corporations have successfully created
a corporate network of contract growers that
extends deep within America’s rural areas. In
the wake of this fundamental change, thou-
sands of independent farmers and farm fami-
lies have been forced off the land.

Twenty years ago, as my family and other
neighbors fought installation of the largest
factory farm in the State of Minnesota at the
time, the Minnesota Farm Bureau Foundation
published a pamphlet titled “When an Activist
Group Comes to Town: Protecting Your Com-
munity from Unwanted Division.” The sur-
prisingly detailed guide purports to offer
advice to “local governments and communi-
ties in addressing controversies caused by
rural economic development.” In reality, the
publication addresses only one type of rural
development—industrial-size animal feedlots
aka “factory farms.” Their own corporate
propaganda acknowledges that factory farms
(referred to as “expanded farms” by the in-
dustry) are often blamed for driving ‘family’

farmers out of business.”

“When an Activist Group Comes to Town”
characterizes those who oppose factory farms
as “activists,” a reference to farm families
like mine who have been on the land for gen-
erations, and “outside special interests,” a
subtle reference to the Land Stewardship
Project (LSP), a Minnesota nonprofit that
works with communities to promote sustain-
able agriculture. Fighting installation of cor-
porate factory farms next to intergenerational
family farms, LSP became increasingly in-
volved in legal battles as residents faced off
against multinational corporate giants, indus-
try lobbyists and corporate attorneys.

As corporate agriculture strips wealth from
rural communities, a corporate culture of in-
difference turns a blind eye to the environ-
mental impact of corporate factory
farms —theft of groundwater resources by
water-intensive industrial operations, con-
tamination of waterways with high nitrates
and other pollutants, and pollution of the air
with dangerous methane, ammonia, hydro-
gen sulfide and other dangerous emissions
which contribute to climate change. To those
involved in this abusive form of corporate
agriculture, it’s just the “smell of money.”

The corporate culture of indifference also
extends to immigrant laborers. As a child, our
closest neighbors were migrant workers liv-
ing in neighboring migrant camps. Each
summer, migrant families from Mexico trav-
eled to Minnesota to pick asparagus and
other vegetables. My parents never hid my
siblings and me from the corporate injustices
plaguing rural communities, as we observed
the crude living conditions—cement block
huts with no air conditioning, no bathroom,
no stove, and no oven. A gang bathroom pro-
vided toilets and shower facilities for the
nearly 200 migrant workers and their chil-
dren, while a single hot plate heated food for
families living inside these crude facilities.

Under today’s system of corporate agricul-
ture, the seasonal migrant workers of my
youth have graduated to low-paying year-
round positions working inside corporate fac-
tory farms and meat processing plants
operated by multinational giants. For
decades, these giants and their corporate
pawns have lured immigrant laborers seeking
a better life into rural areas, serving as the
foundation of corporate agriculture.

This fundamental change to the makeup of
rural communities has not gone unnoticed by

rural residents. Industry propaganda such as
“When an Activist Group Comes to Town”
initially referred to pushback by community
members as “racism,” and as a “major argu-
ment used to create opposition to expanding
farms,” as “they will employ non-English
speaking people and thus strain local school
districts and bring increased crime to com-
munities. The assumption that the addition of
immigrants who do not speak English will
bring crime to communities is racist and un-
supported by research and experience. Fear
of different cultures is at the heart of racism.”

Yet, today’s corporate rhetoric targets im-
migrant laborers working inside corporate
factory farms and corporate meat processing
facilities—the very same laborers ushered
into rural areas by multinational giants. With
threats of deportation, this is nothing more
than a corporate power play to instill fear in
today’s immigrant laborers.

In order to promote the corporate agenda,
groups such as the Republican-aligned Farm
Bureau help to promote corporate policy.
Farm Bureau members are encouraged to run
for public office, not to promote our democ-
racy, but to further the corporate agenda and
protect their own corporate interests. “When
an Activist Group Comes to Town” encour-
ages proponents of modern agriculture aka
corporate agriculture to “work to create a
‘farm-friendly’ environment in your county
and township.” More specifically, it instructs
them to ‘vote for and support pro- agriculture
candidates for county commissioner and
township officer. Actively recruit farmers to
serve as elected officials, and don’t be afraid

to take your turn serving as a township super-
visor.

Work with your farm groups to educate
local elected officials about modern agricul-
ture. Make sure farmers are represented in
land use planning discussions in your county
... Be there to support other farmers in your
community as they apply for a permit for a
new or expanded facility.”

This culture of corporate indifference has
consequences. Today’s rural Americans stand
among the ashes of hometowns ravaged by
corporate giants, crushed by the corporate in-
truder.

Corporate agriculture has not only de-
stroyed the rural spirit and harmony of living
as one with the land but of living with one an-
other as well. The gloomy shadow of corpo-
rate factory farms evaporates friendships,
corporatizes the food system, annihilates in-
dependent farmers, breaks the animals’ con-
nection to the land, and shatters the joys that
make up rural life.

In this culture of corporate indifference,
trouble is brewing in rural America that is
now evident on a national level: the ideolog-
ical divides, the emboldened racism, the hate
and rancor. In this cruel atmosphere of indif-
ference, we will eventually discover that we
need one another.

For further inquiries contact:

Sonja Trom Eayrs, Author
sonja.eayrs@gmail.com 612-743-1312
"Dodge County, Incorporated: Big Ag and
the Undoing of Rural America"
https://www.sonjatromeayrs.com/
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Ask
A Trooper

By Sgt. Troy Christianson,
Minnesota State Patrol

-

Question: I heard something about kids
needing to ride in the back seat if possible.
What is the age on that?

Answer: Back on August 1,2024 there were
new car seat guidelines put in place along with
this. The back seat is the safest place in most
vehicles. Children under 13 must ride in the
back if it is available.

e Children under 2 years of age must ride in
a rear-facing car seat until they reach the
weight or height limit of the car seat. If they
are too heavy or too tall for the car seat, they
must switch to a front-facing car seat. Once
they turn 2 years old, if they are under both
the height and weight limits, they must stay in
the rear-facing car seat until they are too tall or
heavy for the seat.

e Children older than 2 who exceed the rear-
facing height or weight limit of the car seat
must sit in a forward-facing car seat until they
reach the height or weight limit (typically 40-
60 pounds, depending on the manufacturer).

e A child from 4 to 9 years old must use a
booster seat and be secured with a safety belt
if they are too tall or too heavy for the car seat.

* When a child is 9 years old, or they exceed

the weight or height limit of the booster seat,
they must sit without the booster and be se-
cured with a seat belt.

Question: I thought I heard something
about a new law in regards to caretaker in-
Jormation included on driver’s license or
identification card record. Do you have any
information on this?

Answer: You can now use your Driver and
Vehicle Services (DVS) records to let law en-
forcement know if you’re the caretaker for
someone else. That way, if you are involved
in a crash, law enforcement officers will
know that there is someone at home who de-
pends on you. They can quickly respond and
ensure that the people you care for are not
left alone. The new law gives you reassur-
ance that your loved ones will be taken care
of if something happens, reducing your anx-
iety and stress about leaving them alone.

Question: I was just talking with someone
the other day and they mentioned there is
an age requirement for operating an “e-
bike.” Can you get me more information on
this?

Answer: When it comes to E-bikes, a dri-
ver’s license or permit is not required. How-
ever, the minimum operator age is 15 years
old. E-bikes are primarily regulated in the
same manner as bicycles and nearly all bicy-
cle laws apply.

Riding a bike, walking or using a wheel-
chair on your neighborhood sidewalks can be
a safe and convenient way to get around, but
only if everyone follows the laws. Whether
you are on the sidewalk or driving near a bi-
cyclist or pedestrian, always be aware of
your surroundings and keep the state laws in
mind.

You can avoid a ticket — and a crash — if
you simply buckle up, drive at safe speeds,
pay attention and of course, drive sober.
Help us drive Minnesota Toward Zero

Trains can’t stop quickly. A freight train
going 55 mph can take a mile or more to
come to a full stop — that’s the length of
18 football fields. In Minnesota, from 2020
to 2024, there were 178 rail crossing inci-
dents resulting in 12 deaths and 58 injuries
— most of which could have been pre-
vented.

Emergency Notification System (ENS)
Sign Awareness Day! The campaign is ded-
icated to shining a spotlight on the lifesav-
ing importance of the Blue and White ENS
Signs posted at railroad crossings. The ENS
signs provide a phone number and location
information needed to quickly report emer-
gencies or safety concerns around tracks

As a safety refresher, here are key tips:

gates.

911.

Minnesota toward zero deaths.

Know the Sign. Save a Life.

and trains directly to the railroad. These signs can help you save a life, but only if you
know where to find them and how to use them.

Always expect a train. Trains can come at any time from either direction.

Slow down, look both ways, and listen. Don’t rely only on signals.

Never stop on the tracks. Make sure there’s space to fully cross.

Obey all signs, signals, and gates. Never try to beat a train or drive around lowered

At multiple tracks, check each direction. Another train may be coming.
If your vehicle stalls on the tracks, exit immediately and move away in the direction the
train is coming from. Look for the blue Emergency Notification System (ENS) sign or call

Stay alert, stay safe to help prevent crashes before they happen. Together, we can drive

Deaths.

If you have any questions concerning traffic
related laws or issues in Minnesota, send him at, Troy.Christianson@state.mn.us.
your questions to Trp. Troy Christianson —

Minnesota State Patrol at 2900 48th Street
NW, Rochester MN 55901-5848. or reach

Slow Down, Pay Attention. Do it for Them.

The Minnesota Network of Employers for
Traffic Safety (MN NETS), Minnesota
Safety Council and State Farm are calling
on drivers to think of the lasting conse-
quences of risky driving behavior. Their
newest statewide campaign “Slow Down.
Pay Attention. Your Driving Matters. Do It
for Me” encourages all of us to think about
the real, lasting impact of our driving
choices — not just for ourselves, but for the
people who care about us most.

The campaign includes:

Two new videos highlighting everyday
distracted driving risks.

Shareable social media messages.

5-Minutes for Safety talks and workplace
reminders.

Fact sheets and conversation starters for families and coworkers.

Let’s be the example, both at work and on the road. Together, we can protect one an-
other, reduce crashes, support a culture of safe, intentional driving, and drive Minnesota
toward zero deaths.

Keep Grass Off the Road. Keep Riders Safe!

Yard work season is in full swing, and as
we fire up our mowers and tidy up our
lawns, it is important to keep in mind that
grass clippings on the road can be deadly
for motorcyclists. Even when they look dry,
grass clippings are still about 85% water,
making them as slick as ice. Add a little
rain, and they become even more danger-
ous, especially on curves or during sudden
stops.

Preventing this is simple:

Mow with intention: Make your last pass
the one closest to the street, so clippings
stay on your lawn.

Aim wisely: Position your mower to blow
clippings back into the yard. They naturally
fertilize and hydrate your lawn as they decompose, so it's a bonus!

Most people don’t intend to create a dangerous situation, so with a little extra care, we
can make our roads safer for everyone during motorcycle season.

Thanks for doing your part as we work together to move Minnesota toward zero deaths.
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Cannon Falls, Minnesota

2025 SCHEDULE

June 28th
9 am 5pm 4H, FFA & WSCA Open Horse Show — Horse Arena

July 2nd - ENTRY DAY
2-7 pm — Open Class Exhibit Building Entry
2-7 pm — 4 H Building Exhibit Entry and Judging

July 3 — KIDS DAY

9 am -5 pm - Livestock Entry

@ am - 12:30 — Girl Scouts Art Project — LEGION PAVILION

10 am - Goodhue County Commissioners Meeting — PAVILION

10 am - Noon — Wanda the Clown — STROLLING THE GROUNDS

11 am-11:30 am - Zeko & Vito Show — FREE STAGE

1 pm-11 pm — Gold Star Amusements OPEN — All Day Wristband Special
1 Pm -3 PM - Wanda the Clown — STROLLING THE GROUNDS

1:30 Pm -2 pm - Zeko & Vito Show — FREE STAGE

2 pm - DEMO DERBY Pit Gates Open

3 -5 pm - Cannon Valley Youth Jackpot Market Sheep Show Weigh-In and Check-In
6 pm — Cannon Valley Youth Jackpot Market Sheep Show

6 pm — DEMO DERBY Starts

9:00 — Midnight - THE BOOZE CRUIZERS - FREE STAGE

July 4th — VETERAN & SENIOR CITIZEN DAY - FREE GROUNDS ADMISSION DAY! PARKING
11 am - Grande Day Parade Starts IS
1 pm-11 pm — Gold Star Amusements OPEN — All Day Wristband Special FREE!

2 pm — Harness Horse Racing — GRANDSTAND — FREE Admission
3 pm - 4-H Dog Project Demonstration — ARENA

8:30 — Midnight — CURSED BY LIGHTNING - FREE STAGE
Dusk—Fireworks Show

July 5th

8:30 am - 4-H & FFA Dairy Show — ARENA

10 am - 4-H & FFA Goat Show — SHEEP ARENA

10:30 am - 11:30 am - Dr. Street Magician — STROLLING THE GROUNDS
11 am -1 pm - Caricatures by Jen — PAVILION

Noon — DR.Street Magic Show — FREE STAGE

Noon - District VI Holstein Show

1 pm-11 pm — Gold Star Amusements OPEN — All Day Wristband Special
1 pm - Auto Cross Pit Gate Opens

2 pm -3 pm - Dr. Street Magician — STROLLING THE GROUNDS

2 pm -4 pm — Caricatures by Jen — PAVILION

3 pm -6 pm - Cannon Valley Youth Jackpot Beef Check-In and Weigh-In
3:30 pm — DR.Street Magic Show — FREE STAGE

5 pm Auto Cross Starts —- GRANDSTAND

6 pm - 4-H & FFA Beef Show — ARENA

7 pm — Cannon Valley Youth Jackpot Beef Show

8:30 — Midnight — THE DAD'S BAND - FREE STAGE

July 6th

@ am - 4-H & FFA Sheep Show followed by Open Class Sheep Show — SHEEP ARENA H"’ness Racin
10 am - 4-H & FFA Rabbit Show followed by 4-H & FFA Pouliry Show iRA"{DsrANg
11 am Auto Cross Pit Gate Opens l.c:’l_”SSion

1 pm-11 pm — Gold Star Amusements OPEN — All Day Wristband Special REE,

2 pm - 4-H Demonstrations — 4-H BUILDING

3 pm — Auto Cross Starts- GRANDSTAND

6 -8 pm - Livestock Released & Building Exhibits Released
7 pm - 10 pm - Mark Perkins — FREE STAGE

WWW.CANNONVALLEYFAIR.ORG
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DODGE CENTER SUMMARY COUNCIL MINUTES
Monday, June 9, 2025

This published information is a summary of the full minutes of the June 9, 2025, Dodge
Center City Council regular meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for viewing
at City Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.

Present: Mayor Bill Ketchum, Gary Trelstad, Cathy Skogen, Paul Blaisdell, Braedon
Dostal, Lee Mattson, Meredith Brose, Jeremy Dostal, John Fox, Vanessa Hines, Isaac
Gronseth, Tyler Vermeersch, Jeff Brion and Kathy Freeman.

Absent:

City Council approved the following items:

* Agenda and consent agenda to include: Minutes from May 12,2025 City Council Meet-
ing; May 19, 2025 Special Council Meeting, May 27,2025 Special Council Meeting, April
8, 2025 HRA Meeting, Hiring of Jason Anderson — Paid-On-Call Paramedic, Hiring of
Quinn Short, Lifeguard and Payment of Bills;

* Commence abatement of property located at 606 5th St NE. Owner has until 5:00 p.m.
on June 23,2025 to bring property up to code at which time the property will be abated;

* Commence abatement of property located at 213 2nd St SE. Owner has until 5:00 p.m.
on June 23,2025 to bring property up to code at which time the property will be abated;

* Commence abatement of property located at 18 1st Ave NE. Owner has until 5:00 p.m.
on June 23,2025 to bring property up to code at which time the property will be abated

* Test air quality in the area of Freerksen Trucking at a cost of approximately $8,000;

* Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $5,218.50 and the cost of a plug for work on the
2025 Road Improvement Project;

e Council pledging $100 for each employee satisfying the City’s annual Wellness Bingo
activity.

Meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

DO YOU HAVE A

STORY IDEA?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

I I
! ! PICK UP | |
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: Al Your Hunger! AT | fatin fimenican, Fusion |
; 208 N. CEDAR, merican
I m @ R c H g@ | OWATONNA | Breakfast served weekends 9am to 2pm |
| [Epizes July 510, 2923. Dozs 0ot lngkilz alkohol. | H Hour Sun.-Thurs. 3 to 5:30
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| WawwiplaZamonenasxcom) | MENU ITEMS! SAT 3:00PM-9:00PM = SUN CLOSED Seating Up to 300 I_ 507-623-1001 » www.cahillbistrobar.com

= <> P DAILY SPECIALS!

CARRY OUT Noon Buffet 11am to 2pm
OR DINE IN

701 2nd Street, Kenyon

8:00 AM-5:00 PM EVERY SATURDAY
(Except July 5th e Rain or Shine)

5% OFF MEAL PURCHASE wirti 1iis Ap

ORDER ONLINE!

WWW.DODGEPLAZAMORENA.COM

Hours: Sunday-Thursday 11:00am to 9:00pm
' Friday-Saturday 11:00am to 10:00)
401 8th Street SE, Kasson, MN o 507-634-7400 Monday-Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 11 W, Highway St Dodge Center
D Hours: Closed Sundays & Mondays; Tuesday-Saturday 11am-Close Ve Closed on Sunday 507-374-9555

507 -789 -9000

SMOKIN’ SILVERBACK SALOON

| BREAKFAST,
HISQWHQI:EI\I;, LUNCH, DINNER

Friday-Saturday Noon to 1am; Sunday 11am to 7pm

Breakfast Monday-Friday 8am to 11am BURGERS, ESPRESSO
Breakfast Buffet Saturday & Sunday 8am to 11am HOTDISH, PIZZA
ICE CREAM

TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

LYAY YAY VAV VAY YAV VAY TAY VAT VAT YAY TAY VAT YAY VAT VAY YAY VAY VAT

DRINKS ¢ APPETIZERS * SANDWICHES

BURGERS ¢ SALADS * WRAPS * DESSERTS 035 2“({13“6% Kenyon
ours:
DAILY SPECIALS Tues.- Sat. Tam to 8pm; Sunday 8am to 6:30pm
Closed Mon.; Tues-Thus 11am-9pm; Fri-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 1lam-8pm 504 Mantorville Avenue South, Kasson Closed Mondays
111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN 507-634-7427 (RIBS) 507-789-1100

507-634-3133 Ei Monday-Thursday 11am-8pm
Friday-Saturday 11am-9pm; Sunday 11am-7:00pm

Breakfast, c ch k
Lunch & Dinner ome e(
Generous portions, o o
friendly service and delicious u' u r
: homestyle cooki
et New Menu!

100/0 OFF Mg#U Daily Lug:l:?wpic:ﬁ:s'

0 ° Bar Hours:
Wlth thls ad BU FFET O Tuesday-T?\Lrsg;;sllam-9pm
Cannot be used with other offers. 1 O /O OFF With this ad Friday-Saturday [lam-lam; Sunday [lam-8pm

Hours: Monday: 11am-9pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-9pm Good Monday-Friday. Expires July 31, 2025 Kitchen Hours:
. Tuesday-Saturday [lam-9pm
Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm
- - i Sunday Ilam-7m
507-633-3333 i facobosk

1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna ® South of Lowe’s ® Dine In Only ® Expires July 31,2025
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>
T SENIOR DISCOUNT TUESDAYS
& DISCOUNT POKEF
IWEDNESDAYS
30/30 THURSDAYS

O¥BE]lechesSteraoNCast/EJROCKENC aremon A ADENNISON RSP0 U GERCENLETHS) e
2 > Zb@]@ 0 W@EI) D Hg@[ﬂm 0 Q W@i@ﬁ@m Q 530 2nd St. Kenyon
0 Randolpi O Wanaiminge o West Gonegord O Zuibio Falls O 507-789-5622

BASIC HANDGUN
SAFETY CLASS

For Those With No
Handgun Experience
+ Learn handgun safety

* Qver 40 Years Experience + Pumping * Flushing - Tires fundamentals Full Line of Square Tubes,
* Residential * Maintenance - Tank Locator . Machinery Storage - Wheel alignments + Individual classes available Channels, lln!lle,
% T . i . i i . . . - L to shoot safely & | =
: Farm ' Inspection Drain Cleaning . Commercial . Steering & suspension : Yizrga:f?reo;) Vs;:ti ¢ i?:;;ns Flat & Pipes
Commercial @ 5 « Livestock Buildings + Brake repair o Shearing, Cutting and
Use Dodge C ty Land Title C <§’e‘ vw -
sfeor ;offne‘::?ei I :;:Me tr:ns::zgzny \ o - Gar. ages + A/C maintenance NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience B e' ndin g
or loan closing. 38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue + Batteries CALLTO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME,

38 W I\Idu})?tr;;;, E;;dg;sgenter, MN 501_153_24“8 651-923-4441 641 S Main Wanamingo SGHEI]I}I_)I.;]I]]ATgVII:iIIIH G]I:;l;“l!“ﬂi 61154 190th St D;jg;Center
1H =035-65 - - - - -
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com 5“1'951'1691 Lodermeiers.net 507-824-2710 901-314-2524

SI (SAVE IT Lake State
TRASH) e
THRIFT STORE Paintless
gteeé I;a_rm %fch{nern 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN Dent Repal ¥
ar oodies, Aluminum, . .
Copper, Batteries, Largest Antique Store OVER 100 CHOCOLATE We ;;’:‘za:n[:zn;iaj::"d
Appliances, E-Scrap in DOdge County Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm, DELICACIES HANDMADE We h
55976 State'Hwy. 56, West Concord 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville Saturday 9am to 5pm IN STORE!
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm Facebook® DOUG AND MARY KLATT I {{1E1E G T,
June-October . MantorvilleSquareAntiques www Sift4 ou.com
Oz SEIEER CO €0 ’ you. Tues-Sat 11:30-5.00; Sun 12:30-5.00 507-319-5714
507-527-2408
www.Idrecycling.com Cd“ Us 'oday! 507.259.2386 “nan% tay|orno|anpdr@gmai|,com

N Hope Stump 7 PLACE
Grinding - YOUR AD

I \‘J

Tatg e % M Zos &?’ SPECIALTY BAKED GOODS O N

Jewelry na job toa small. FOR EVERY OCCASION! THIS PAGE
Grain and Livestock Hedging j h H Cu?cakes ° Cgkes
Awards By Tatge ohn Hope Pies « Cookies Call Terry at
i Todd Ryan 612-327-5980 Fudge » Muffins
Celebrating 50 Years 651-764-5590 Bruce Freerksen = = Scones » Cheesecake 507-951-7417
of Business in 2025 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com (507) 273-9110 507-824-CAKE (2253) CI?.
625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN Goodhue, MN brucewithschaefferoil @gmail.com 237 Main 5t Wanamingo Email:
(507) 789-65&2 Branch Office West Concord, MN hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Our unique skid steer and utility tractor
snow plow feature a floating face plate
and an innovative “cross draw” design,
with a dual direction hydraulic cylinder,
which allows this plow to sit much

closer to the machine and faceplate LARGEST
than a traditional A-frame style plow
with a dual ram set-up. Because of our
proven design, these plows have
substantial amount of free movement or “walk” when going over uneven
terrain like a dirt road, side hills, around a pond, a loading dock or
handicap ramp. These plows include a cross over relief valve to help
protect the hydraulics from damage.

GIFT STORE
IN
SO. MN!

Lightweight plow (up to 35hp) 5’ to 6.5’ starting at $2,475 ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABEILA’S
Std Duty plow (up to 65hp) 5’ to 7.5’ starting at $2,575
Heavy Duty (up to 85hp) 5'to 10’ starting at $2,775 mSPmAnONAL HEMS
Industrial/Commercial Duty 6’ to 10’ starting at $3,775 HOB/IE DECOR
Minnesota Implement UNI IIJ)EES}([)FI' ITSEESS
928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956 Q
West Concord, MN - 651-269-5688 OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-7pm; SUNDAY NOON-5pm
Seeall our products 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna ® View/ Like us on Facebook
@ www.minnesotaimplement.com S5 507-451-5661 2

R - |
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Have a Safe &
Happy Independence Day'

We will be closed July 4th
so our employees can celebrate the holiday. 3

www.heritagebankmn.com

WEST CONCORD: 181 Main Street 507-527-2236
NORTHFIELD: 1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736
DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929






