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Vine Haven Hardware: Building on a Family Legacy

Goodhue Wildcats
Boys Basketball
Season

The Wildcats
basketball team
had a great season
heading to the
state tournaments
with the #1 seed
and a 30-1 record
for the season.
They headed to
the playoffs with
a 24 game win-
ning streak and a photo by
desire to come Chace Landsteiner
home with the win after single digit losses
in the 2024 and 2025 playoffs.

The Wildcats defeated Perham 70-49 in
the quarterfinals and then faced the defend-
ing state champion Albany on Friday. The
game was hard fought and the Wildcats
overcame the Huskies with a 76-74 win.

(continued on page 9)

Announcements

¢ City of Goodhue City Wide Clean
Up April 18, 2026 from 8a.m.-10a.m.
(see ad on page 4)
* Belvidere Happy-Go-Luckies 4-H
Club (usually) meets the first Monday
of each month at 7p.m. at St. Peter’s
Church, rural Goodhue. New members
are always welcome! Contact club
leader Michelle Benrud at 651-923-
5247 for more information.
(continued on page 2)

By Beth Brekke

In 1936, Adam Poncelet
purchased a hardware store
in Bellechester. In 1995, his
grandson, Charlie Poncelet
and his wife, Grace pur-
chased the hardware store in
The Vine Goodhue. On March 2,
Haven logo 2026, Charlie and Grace’s
aims to son, Kyle reopened the store
incorporate 25 Vine Haven Hardware.
hardware,  Lhe stars lined up,” is how
gardening Kyle describes the series of
and healthy e€vents that led to the busi-

living. ness venture.
(continued on page 5)

Pictured to the right: Kyle and Elia Pon-
celet and children, Ayven and Novah out-
side their newly opened Vine Haven
Hardware store.

annual meeting March 23rd.

Pastor Randall Kuznicki gave a presentation on metal detecting
and the history it uncovers at the Goodhue Area Historical Society

Goodhue Area Historical
Society Annual Meeting
Features Treasures

By Beth Brekke
The annual meeting of the Goodhue Area Historical Society
planned for March 16th was postponed to March 23rd due to
snow. President Dave Betcher called the meeting to order at 7 PM
at St. Luke’s Church. Attendees received handouts of the 2025
meeting minutes, society happenings and financial situation. Gen-
eral business was conducted with a unanimous ballot cast for re-
turning board members, Don Gadient and Barry Holst, and for
Dale Dicke to replace retiring member, Rocky Rambolt.
(continued on page 6)
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LET EACH DAY
BE AN
EASTER DAY!

By Pastor Marty Weigand,
Grace and St. Peter’s
Lutheran Churches (WELS)
of Goodhue, MN

“This is the day the LORD has made; let us
rejoice and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24 NIV)
Christians have often used this verse to re-
mind each other that each new day on this
earth is a gift from God, who made all things,
so enjoy each day as a gift from him! This is
true, so keep on enjoying each day as a gift
from your Creator!

Announcements

* Three Rivers Community Action is
currently accepting new Meals On
Wheels clients in the communities of
Bellechester, Zumbrota, Mazeppa,
Goodhue, Pine Island, Kenyon,
Wabasha and Wanamingo. Receive a
hot meal delivered to your home by a
volunteer at lunch time up to 5 days per
week. To qualify you must be 60 or
older, live within city limits, have limited
mobility and/or are unable to prepare nu-
tritious meals. The suggested donation is
$5-$10 per meal. Please contact Three
Rivers at 507-316-0610 or email:
oas@threeriverscap.org

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail .com
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But when you look at this Bible verse to-
gether with the verses that come right before
it, you realize it is saying even more. Those
verses say: “The stone the builders rejected
has become the capstone; the LORD has
done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.”
(Psalm 118:22-23 NIV) “The stone the
builders rejected” is Jesus. The “builders”
who rejected him are the leaders of his peo-
ple. They should have been encouraging peo-
ple to be “built on Jesus” by trusting in him as
the promised Savior. Instead, they rejected
him and got him nailed to a cross. But they
didn’t stop God from carrying out his plan to
have Jesus be our Savior. He used the wrong
they did to put Jesus in just the right place to
give his life as the sacrifice that paid for our
sins. Then he raised Jesus from the dead, to
live forever, and be forever the Rock on
which the Church is built. That’s what the in-
spired writer of Psalm 118 is especially re-
joicing in when he says, “This is the day the
LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad
init.”

But this verse isn't just for Easter Day.
What it celebrates came true on the day our
Lord Jesus rose from the dead; but it remains
true on each new day that God gives us on
this earth. Each day is a day when the Lord
Jesus lives, risen from the dead, and is ruling
over all things at God’s right hand.

And so each day new day of your life is a
day when what else will be true? You who
are built on Jesus by trusting in him, will be

right with God, (1 Pe 2:6) clothed in his right-
eousness and covered by his forgiveness.
Each day your Lord will use his power over
all things to make sure that in all things- even
painful and difficult ones- he will make them
serve for your good and the good of your fel-
low believers. (Ro 8:28) Each day he lives to
keep his promise that you won’t be tempted
more than you can bear. (1 Co 10:13) Each
day he will be with you as your loving shep-
herd, to guide you and carry you along in just
the right way, knowing just what you need.
(Isaiah 40:11) Each day will he will place be-
fore you ways to serve him and bless others

GRAVES ONLINE
AUCTIONS

www.gravesonlineauctions.com
Professional Auction Services
Consignment Auctions Ending Every 2 Weeks

Farm - Construction - Business - Antiques
Collectibles - Farm Toys - Vintage Toys
Online At Our Site or Yours

Experience and Product Knowledge
Don’t Sell Yourself Short!

507-843-4141

Online Auction House is Located at
383 1st Ave. N, Mazeppa, MN 55956
Open 10am-5pm Mon.-Fri.; Sat. by Appt.

NO COMMISSION ON ITEMS SELLING OVER $1000
PER ITEM

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY

HOLY TRINITY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Thomas McCabe * www.holytrinitygoodhue.org
211 4th St. N, Goodhue * 923.4472
Parish Office Hours, Mon.: 9:00AM - 2:00PM
(Holy Trinity Parish Office has sacramental vecords for St. Mary, Bellechester,
and St. Columbkill, Belle Creek, since merger in 2013).
Sat.: 4:45PM - 5:20PM Confession, 5:30PM Holy Mass (Sunday vigil)
Tues.: 8:00AM Holy Mass
Wed.: 8:00AM Holy Mass, 9:00AM - 2:00PM Eucharistic Adoration
Rosary said 25 minutes before Holy Mass
All are WELCOME! But receiving Holy Communion are for those
who are of age and practicing the Catholic faith.
We practice because we are not yet perfect!

ST. MARY’S

CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Thomas McCabe ¢ www.holytrinitygoodhue.org
221 Chester Avenue * 923-4472
(Holy Trinity Parish Office has sacramental records for St. Mary, Bellechester,
and St. Columbkill, Belle Creck, since merger in 2013).

Sun.: 8:15AM - 8:35AM Confession, 8:45AM, Holy Mass
Mon.: 8:00AM Holy Mass, 6:30PM - 9:00PM Eucharistic Adoration
Rosary said 25 minutes before Holy Mass
All are WELCOME! But receiving Holy Communion are for those
who are of age and practicing the Catholic faith.

We practice because we are not yet perfect!

ST. COLUMBKILL

CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Thomas McCabe * www.holytrinitygoodhue.org
County Road 47, Goodhue ¢ 923-4472
(Holy Trinity Parish Office has sacramental records for St. Mary,
Bellechester,and St. Columbkill, Belle Creek, since merger in 2013).
Sun.:10:30AM Holy Mass

Rosary said 25 minutes before Holy Mass
All are WELCOME! But receiving Holy Communion are for
those who are of age and practicing the Catholic faith.
We practice because we are not yet perfect!

GRACE EV. LUTHERAN

CHURCH (WELS)

Pastor Martin Weigand
39774 Co. 4 Blvd., Goodhue * 651-923-4624
gracelutheranchurch@gmail.com * www.gracestpeters.org
Sunday Morning Worship 8:30a.m. with communion
on the second and fourth Sunday of each month.
Sunday School at 9:30a.m., Sunday Bible Study at 9:45a.m.,
Confirmation Class 5:45 on Wednesday at St Peter’s.
8:30a.m. Quilting and Bible Study on Wednesday at St Peter’s, and
10:30a.m. Midweek Bible Study on Thursday at St Peter’s.

Thurs.: 8:00AM Eucharistic Adoration/Confession, 9:00AM Holy Mass

A Sign of Healing and Life

Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole.
Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at
the bronze snake, they lived. — Numbers 21:9

Israel had a lot to learn about being the people of the
holy and faithful God. In our story today the people grew
impatient with God again as they traveled through the
wilderness.

They spoke against God and against Moses, saying,
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness?”” Sometimes the Lord was merciful when the
people acted so rebelliously, but other times, when they
had gone too far, the Lord sent punishment. This time the
consequence for their actions was a plague of venomous
snakes, and a number of the people died from snakebites.

What would happen next? How would salvation appear
for these unfaithful people?

In what is a preview of the saving work of Christ, a
bronze snake became an instrument of healing and life.
Moses made a bronze snake and lifted it up on a pole, and
the people were told to look at this snake and live. Many
years later Jesus explained that this miracle in the
wilderness pointed to the gift of his own life for us all
(being lifted up on a cross—John 3:14-15). Through this
act of faith, we are freed from death!

Lord, we can be so rebellious and stubborn in our
resistance to you. Help us to look to you and believe in
Jesus, who was lifted up for us. Amen.

T. JOHN’S EV. LUTHERAN (WE

Pastor Randall Kuznicki
Minneola Twp. Co. Rd. 7, rural Zumbrota
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.; Communion 3rd Sunday
Sunday School and Bible Studies (Adult & Teen) 11:00a.m.

ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN

CHURCH, MISSOURI SYNOD

Pastor Steven Frentz
28961 365th St., Goodhue
651:923-4438
Email: stpeter@sleepyeyetel.net
9:30a.m. Sunday School
10:30a.m. Worship

Email your church announcements,
schedule to the Messenger at:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

by things you do, which he has equipped you
for in just the right way. (Eph 2:10). Each
day God’s goodness and mercy will be fol-
lowing you. (Psalm 23:6) And if today
should be the last day of your life on earth, it
will be the day when he does for you what he
promised to the thief on the cross who trusted
in him: “Today you will be with me in para-
dise.” (Lk 23:43 NIV)

So let each day be a little Easter- a day when
you can say, “This is the day the LORD has
made; I will rejoice and be glad in it- for I
know that my Redeemer lives!”

MINNEOLA
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pastor Hannah Bergstrom de Leon
www.minneolalutheranchurch.com
13628 Cty. 50 Blvd., Goodhue
Office line: (507) 218-7177 * Pastoral Care: 507-2189063
April 2 Maundy Thursday: 7:00p.m.

April 5 Easter Sunday: 8:30a.m. Easter Breakfast, all donations
will go to 2026 youth trip; 9:30a.m. Easter Service
Sunday School (first two Sundays of month) 9:30a.m.
Worship at 10:30a.m. (Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays)

ST. JOHN’S EV. LUTHERAN

CHURCH (WELS)

Pastor Robbin Robbert
36620 Co. 4 Blvd., Goodhue ¢ 651-923-4773
Sunday 9:00am Worship
Communion offred on the 2nd & 4th Sundays.

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN
CHURCH (ELCA)

Pastor Eric Hanson
37750 County 6 Blvd., Goodhue, MN 55027
Email: office@stlukegoodhue.org * 651-9987106
8:30a.m. Sunday School; 9:30a.m. Sunday Worship
6:45p.m. Wednesday Worship
www.stlukegoodhue.org

ST. PETER’S EV. LUTHERAN

CHURCH (WELS)

Pastor Martin Weigand
702 West Third Ave., Goodhue, MN ¢ 715-441-5086
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45a.m. with
communion on the second and fourth Sunday of each month.
Sunday School at 9:30a.m. at Grace.
Sunday Bible Study at 9:30a.m.,

Confirmation Class 5:45p.m. on Wednesday,
8:30a.m. Quilting and Bible Study on
Wednesday, and 10:30a.m. Midweek Bible Class
on Thursday.

LANDS LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pastor: David Krinke, Email: pastordavid@landslutheran.org
Pastor: Nikki Rockne, Email: pastornikki@landslutheran.org
P O Box 225/16640 Hwy 60 Blvd, Zumbrota, MN
(507) 732-5482 * Web Site: www.landslutheran.org
Facebook: Lands Lutheran Church
Sunday services 8:30 am Contemporary Worship
10:30 am Traditional Worship
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Diane Dorothy Hardy

Diane Dorothy Hardy, 75, of Goodhue,
passed away Mon-
day, March 2, 2026,
at Loving Residence
in Red Wing, Min-
nesota. She was born
December 8, 1950,
in Milwaukee, Wisc.,
to Philip DeGrey and
Dorothy (Platte) De-
Grey. She graduated
from Lincoln High
School in Lake City in 1968 and went on to
study at Rochester Beauty College. Diane
worked at local beauty salons in Red Wing for
over 40 years, most notably Red Wing Beauty
Salon. On June 28, 1975, Diane married
David Hardy and they made their home in
Goodhue, MN. They celebrated fifty plus
years of marriage. Diane had a special love
for cats which many called home with her and
Dave in Goodhue. She enjoyed gardening and
loved watching birds and the fish in their
backyard fishpond. Knitting blankets for spe-
cial children in her life was a favorite pastime
and she used her creativity to make Hal-
loween costumes and sew many projects for
her loved ones. She took particular pride in
being a part of the Phantom Car Club, espe-
cially the parades; Diane could be caught
waving her hand out the window of her and
Dave’s Corvette. She was a social butterfly
and would strike up a conversation with any-
one. Diane enjoyed music since childhood
and you could catch her tapping her feet to a
song and busting out into dance moves. Cook-
ing was a big part of her life, near the holidays
she would spend hours in the kitchen making
Christmas cookies for her family members,
friends and neighbors. If there was any time
left in the day, Diane would settle down for
the night with a crossword puzzle. The most
important thing for Diane was the time she
spent with her family, especially playing
games with them. She was a master at
Yahtzee, proudly yelling that she had a “full
barn” instead of “full house”. Diane is loved
by many and will be greatly missed by all.

Diane is survived by her loving husband
David Hardy; daughter Anita Hardy-Mapel;

grandsons Koby Mapel, Kas (Jennifer)
Mapel, and Kader Mapel; great-granddaugh-
ter Madeline Mapel; sister Carla (Chuck)
Pelowski; sisters-in law Judy Platte, Tammy
Anderson, Sharon (Mike) Hemphill, Linda
(Russell) Quade, Patti (Dan) Unser,; broth-
ers-in-law Gary (Sandy) Nielsen, Randy
Hardy, Kevin (Sue) Hardy, Jeff (Margie)
Hardy, and nephews Kris (Lynn) Platte, Matt
(Julie) Platte, and Craig (Janet) Platte; and
many other nieces and nephews related to her
by marriage.

She is preceded in death by her father Philip
DeGrey; parents Dorothy and Luther Ander-
son; grandparents George and Mabel Platte;
brothers Morris Platte and Mark Anderson;
and sister- in-law Judy Nelson; and brother-
in-law Tim Hardy.

A memorial service for Diane was held at
1:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 12, 2026 at
Mahn Family Funeral Home, Bodelson-
Mahn Chapel. A visitation was one hour
prior. Diane will be buried at St. John’s
Lutheran Cemetery in Lake City at a later
date. Online condolences may be left at
www.mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com.

Joan M. Holst

Joan M. Holst, 92, of Red Wing, died Tues-
day, March 3, 2026,
at Mayo Clinic Hos-
pital, St. Marys
Campus. She was
born February 7,
1934, in Red Wing,
to George and So-
phie (Nehring)
Mehrkens. She grew
up in Goodhue and
graduated from
Goodhue High School in 1951. On June 9,
1954, she married Merlin Holst at Grace
Lutheran Church. They lived in Hay Creek
where they farmed and raised their family.
Joan was always a hard-working farm
woman, but after her family was grown and
had families of their own, she began working
at the Benedictine in housekeeping, working
there from 1997 until 2014, retiring on her
80th birthday.

Joan was social and friendly, always wel-

coming others with genuine kindness and a
caring heart. Her humility made her even
more admirable, as she quietly gave of herself
without ever seeking recognition. She found
joy in simple, meaningful things — espe-
cially crafting, cross-stitching, and sewing.
Over the years, she lovingly created many
pieces of clothing for her family.

She is survived by her daughters, Sandi
(Len) Berg of Welch, Colleen (Dana) Phillips
of Hager City, WI and Jean Martin of Red
Wing; daughter-in-law, Diane (Kevin Eck-
blad) Holst of Dover, AR; grandchildren, Jen-
nie (Dave) Bungum, Brianna Berg, Lexi
(Ben) Bettis, Chris (Linsy) Holst, Kory
(Amanda) Holst and Lucas Phillips; step-
grandchildren, Missy Phillips, Nick (Becky)
Phillips, Sam Phillips and Yena (Jeff Heil-
man) Phillips; great-grandchildren, Carter,
Gabriella, Hudsyn, MaKenna, Rhett and step-
greatgrandchildren, Amara, Alana, Cameron,
Owen, Hayden and Karlie and sister-in-law,
Alice Mehrkens of Goodhue. She was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, Merlin in
2006, son, Keith Holst, son-in-law, Paul Mar-
tin and brother, Roy Mehrkens.

Funeral service was at 11 a.m. Monday,
March 9, 2026, at St. John’s Lutheran
Church. Reverend Todd Engel officiated.
Burial took place at St. John’s Lutheran
Church Cemetery. Visitation was for one hour
prior to the service at the church. Memorials
are preferred to the St. John’s Church Eleva-
tor Fund. Funeral service will be
livestreamed and can be viewed here the day
of the funeral
:https://www.youtube.com/@SJRW/streams

Kenneth "Ken" Maynard Buck
Kenneth "Ken" Maynard Buck, 94, passed
away March O,
2026, with family by
his side. Ken was
born on  May
14,1931 in Red
Wing to William F.
and Lena (Drop-
scheske) Buck. He

was  bap-
% tized and
= confirmed

at St. Peter's Lutheran Church in Goodhue,
MN. Ken graduated from Goodhue High
School in 1949. He served in the Army Na-
tional Guard from 1950-1952 and was sta-
tioned at Camp Rucker in Alabama and at

Fort Jackson in South Carolina. On June 22,
1951, Ken was united in marriage to Verleen
Banitt at Christ Lutheran Church in Zum-
brota. Ken and Verleen were blessed with
four sons and 70 years of marriage. They
dairy farmed for 39 years until selling the
cows in 1991. Ken also did some part time
work at the Zumbrota Elevator, Durst Feed
and was a custodian at the Zumbrota Public
School. And he still found time to coach 4-H
softball. They traveled to Germany, Thailand
as well as collecting treasures from every
state in America. His many hobbies included
years of polka dancing, camping, boating,
gardening, fishing, playing cards and wood-
working. He enjoyed hunting with his sons
and grandsons. He was a meticulous artist
with a paintbrush and colored markers. He
also enjoyed working on puzzles and every
family member received a glued together
puzzle for Christmas.

Ken is survived by his sons Michael (Mar-
cia), David (Kathy), Allen (Renae), and Brian
(Becky); grandchildren Ann (Chris) Mcln-
tosh, Jeff (Diana) Buck, Jon (Jamie) Buck,
Kory (Beth) Buck, Aimee (Matthew)
Phillips, Brett (Carley) Buck, Kyle Buck, An-
gela (Mike) Matiash, Matthew (Suparada)
Buck, Emily (Tim) Frank, and Jennifer (Ben)
Lindquist; great grandchildren, Alivia and
Kellen MclIntosh, Heidi and Daniel Buck,
Charlotte and Lila Buck, Evelyn Buck, Col-
lette Phillips, Samuel and Allison Buck,
Aaron, Caleb, Annalise, and Emmalyn Mati-
ash, Madison and Grayson Buck, Carson and
Summer Frank, Jackson and Noah Lindquist;
sister-in-law Kay Banitt; and several nieces
and nephews.

Ken was preceded in death by his parents
William and Lena Buck; his wife Verleen;
two brothers Silas and Mathias; three sisters
Verneal Voth, Leone Benidt and Ebba Brede-
hoft; and great grandson Maxwell Buck.

Funeral Services were held at 11:00 AM,
Friday, March 20 2026 at Christ Lutheran
Church in Zumbrota. Visitation was at the
church an hour prior. Please join the family
for burial at Zumbrota Cemetery following
the funeral. In lieu of flowers, memorials are
preferred to Christ Lutheran Church Building
Fund, Zumbrota. The family wishes to extend
their sincere thanks to all the providers, care
givers, and staff of Edenbrook Pine Haven
Nursing Home and Mayo Hospice Services
for the loving care Ken received.
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Jane Audrey Struss

Jane Audrey Struss, 95, of Red Wing, died
peacefully sur-
rounded by her fam-
ily, on Tuesday,
March 3, 2026. She
was born on March
5, 1930, in Goodhue,
to Helen Buchholtz
and Gordon Haas.
Her family moved to
Red Wing in 1940,
and she attended Jef-
ferson Elementary
and graduated from Red Wing Central High
School in 1948. On July 2, 1949, she was
united in marriage to the love of her life,
Samuel Struss, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
in Red Wing and together they enjoyed 66
years of wedded bliss. They were blessed with
three children, Samuel Jr., Daniel and Jan and
resided in Red Wing.

Jane began working at the Red Wing Pottery
under her mother and continued there for 20
years until they closed in 1967. While at the
Pottery, she painted RW Pottery Dinnerware.
One of her favorite patterns was the “Red
Apple” and as Jane tells the story, “When I
was feeling mischievous, I would paint a
worm coming out of the apple as my artistic
signature in hope that they’d clear inspection”
and some did! As of late, Jane had been the
last living artist/painter for RW Pottery. Fol-
lowing her time at the Pottery, she worked at
Jostens for nearly 30 years until her retire-
ment.

Jane had a love of music, dance, theater,
boating, bowling, golf and shopping. She had
been a member of a women’s bowling
league, as well as a lifetime member of the
American Legion Women’s Auxiliary and a
member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.

Travel was a must for her — family experi-
ences were always an adventure. Some of the
furthest destinations included family trips to
Germany, Netherlands, Austria and Hawaii
among other domestic destinations. She and
Sam also made annual trips to Las Vegas, to
enjoy various shows like Wayne Newton,
Don Ho and Elvis Presley (twice). They win-
tered on Fort Meyers Beach in Florida for 30
years, worshiping the sun, sand and seafood.

Jane was the consummate entertainer! She
made every holiday and birthday so festive
and special for her family. She hosted annual
wild game feeds for the “mighty hunters” and
their wives. And after painting the town red
with friends, they always ended the night at
the Struss house for a “final, final” and a
bowl of homemade chili or a plate of eggs
and bacon. She was an amazing cook and
baker. A few of her specialties included
Christmas goose with wild rice, oil buns and
rhubarb pie—a Struss family secret. Mostly

Got a Great
Local News Story‘i

Tell us about it today! E=

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Jane just liked to hang out with her kids and
grandkids and keep all the family secrets.
Jane is survived by her two children, Daniel
(Shelly) Struss and Jan Struss, all of Red
Wing; three grandchildren, Morley and
Chloe Struss of Red Wing and Lindy Schutz
of Bluestone, Missouri; five great grandchil-
dren and two great- great grandchildren and
three nieces, Cynthia (Skip) Anderson, Shari
Lampert and Suzanne Buchholtz. She was
preceded in death by her parents and stepfa-
ther, Alvin Nordeen; husband, Sam; son Sam
Jr.; grandson, Bryan Struss and brother,

Robert Buchholtz.

Memorial service was at 1:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 11, 2026, at the Mahn Family Fu-
neral Home, Bodelson-Mahn Chapel in Red
Wing. Visitation was from 5-7 p.m. on Tues-
day and for one hour prior to the service, all at
the funeral home. Burial was at the Burnside
Cemetery. A celebration of life immediately
followed the service from 2:30-7:00 p.m. at
the Red Wing Elks Club. In lieu of flowers,
memorials are preferred to the Red Wing Ki-
wanis Flower Basket Fund or St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church.
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Vine Haven\

Hardware:
Building
on a
Family Legacy

N

Kyle said the idea of owning the store had
always been in the back of his mind, picturing
a second career 20 years down the road. Fate
had other ideas. After high school, Kyle went
to work for O’Reilly Fabricating and then the
Ironworkers Union. “I loved it,” he said of
iron work he did at jobsites including the
Eisenhower Bridge of Valor in Red Wing and
Lake Byllesby Dam near Cannon Falls. The
union job literally came crashing down in
2020 when he suffered a life-threatening in-
jury. Kyle eventually went back to work but
suffered another serious on-the-job injury in
2023. Now metal work holds a triple com-
pound fracture in his leg together. Losing
some natural function in his leg, ankle and
foot, he realized balancing, walking, and
climbing on narrow metal bars would no
longer be safe and left his Ironworkers Union
job in December 2025.

Charlie and Grace closed C&G Hardware
around the time of Kyle’s second injury. It
had been closed for about two years when
Kyle started cleaning shelves and moving dis-
plays in February 2025. He describes the
process as being “A jigsaw puzzle to piece it
all together again”. He cleaned, rearranged
the shelving, and updated displays in sections.
Many of the visitors to the store have com-
mented on the old wood floor. Loving the
floor and all of its imperfections, Kyle wanted
to preserve it “as is”. Rather than sanding and
refinishing, he poly-coated right over hard-
ware logo stickers and the old markers for
measuring rope. He says it just wouldn’t be
the same without the familiar creak as you
enter.

The front door of 212 North 2nd Street has
been opening to customers since 1905. Orig-
inally known as the Quast Building, it housed
the General Village Store for five years. The
building changed hands and functions many

(continued from page 1)

Lending their name to the store, the dor-
mant vines will soon come alive, adding
beauty and a sense of peace.

times over the years. It may be referred to as
Gorman Hall, Ben Gorman having an owner-
ship interest between 1918 and 1946. Mov-
ing away from mercantile, Gorman hosted
bands and dancing, roller skating, and the
first talking picture show. Gorman also
opened a horseshoe court and built a bowling
alley in the basement.

By 1947 the entertainment business
changed and the building found its lasting
identity when M.D. Gulley and H.E. Harvey
opened the Marshall-Wells Hardware Store.
The Gerken Brothers of Mazeppa purchased
the building and continued Hardware sales
until 1968, followed by Alvin and Shirley
Allers (1968-1994) and James and Yvonne
Hinsch (1994-1995). The Poncelets opened
C&G Hardware in April of 1995.

Kyle and his siblings grew up in the store.
“It was our daycare”, he said, showing where
aTV had been when they were children. He
is looking forward to his son, Ayven (6) and
daughter, Novah (3) spending a lot of time at
the store. His wife, Elia is an emergency
room registered nurse working in Hastings.
They settled on the Vine Haven name as a
reference to the vines covering the South side
of the building. Kyle and Elia find the area
peaceful and knew others also appreciate its
beauty after seeing someone pose for their
graduation picture there.

The Poncelets also chose the name Vine
Haven to create an image of plants and
greenery. They will stock a larger assortment
of garden products and possibly live plants
in the future. Dedicating an area to healthy
living is also being planned. The family has
moved to greener products and would like to
offer things like toxin-free laundry detergent
in refillable containers. The store’s upper
level—once home to a doctor’s office and
later, apartments —remains much untouched

Kyle Poncelet reopened Goodhue's hardware store after cleaning shelves, moving and
updating displays and poly-coating the old wooden floor.

since the 1970’s. It has served as storage
space but holds potential for new use.

Vine Haven is an independent store not af-
filiated with any national hardware franchise.
Working with the Orgill wholesale distribu-
tion company while transitioning from old in-
ventory to new, Kyle can order smaller
amounts than large chain stores while main-
taining a fair price. Item barcodes are
scanned and entered into a digital catalog to
keep an accurate inventory. As the sole em-
ployee, Kyle is still going through this
process but says, “Hardware is the perfect
mix of bookwork and service”. Kyle’s affin-
ity for bookkeeping comes from both his
mother, who did the paperwork for C&G, and
his grandfather, Frank, who turned down the
opportunity to own the store in Bellechester
in favor of a bookkeeping and tax service.

“Things lined up for me,” Kyle says of the
timing of the Althoff Hardware in Cannon
Falls closure and online auction where he
purchased paint mixing and color-matching
equipment. Vine Haven will carry the usual
nuts, bolts, plumbing supplies, paint, and
tools and can also special order items. The

Septic System
Installation
and
Repair Excavating

Austin Thumann 651-380-0360

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

community is looking forward to the conven-
ience of shopping locally and Kyle hopes
they will remember to stop when it’s not an
emergency.

Building on his family’s 90-year involve-
ment in the hardware business, Kyle is fo-
cused on improvement. “This is my social
life. Ienjoy it {but} helping customers is my
number one priority.”

REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS: 7-5 Mon-
day, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 7-3 Wednes-
day and 8-12 Saturday.

Store phone: 651-923-4591 email:
kyle@vinehavenhardware.com Vine Haven
Hardware on Facebook

A GRAND OPENING EVENT IS
BEING PLANNED FOR MAY 2ND with
extended Saturday hours of 7 AM-5 PM.
The owner of Edge Pro Knife and Tool will
be on hand doing blade sharpening. There
will be special sales, prize drawings and re-
freshments. The Poncelets are working
with The Depot and other businesses in
town to create an event that promotes and
supports the entire community. Watch the
Facebook page for updates.
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Goodhue Area’
Historical
Society Annuadl
Meeting
Features
Treasures

(continued from page 1)

-

Betcher reported that things have been
moved around in the museum creating a
whole new look and making the space wheel-
chair accessible. The museum opens for the
season on June 4th. An open house is planned
for July 19th, earlier than most years due to
the Wheat Trail Festival being held the follow-
ing week. From an Agricultural history stand-
point, it is interesting to note that in 1873 Red
Wing was the number one wheat market in the
world with a million bushels moving along
Bellecreek’s Wheat Trail.

Following the business portion of the
gathering, Pastor Randall Kuznicki spoke on
museum history and metal detector treasure

hunting. He lived in Goodhue for 32 years
while serving St. Peter’s congregation and al-
though he no longer lives or serves in Good-
hue, he continues to serve St. John’s
Minneola as he has since 1984.

Kuznicki recalled initiating the idea of an
Agriculture museum after visiting others
while on vacation. He approached Alvin
Dicke and Len Lodermeier for general and
financial support and the three men worked
to make the society and museum a reality.
The building opened in 1998 and a dedica-
tion was held on June 9, 2005. As the last
surviving member of the founders, Kuznicki
is impressed with what he describes as the
museum’s “remarkable strides the last few
years”.

Kuznicki’s interest in history is not limited
to the local museum. He also finds a connec-
tion to history as a metal detector hobbyist, or
enthusiast—terms he prefers over treasure
hunter. There are claims that two-thirds of
the world’s wealth is lost or hidden and there
are many people who attempt to find a piece
of that wealth. Kuznicki’s interest is not
about the monetary value, rarely selling what
he finds, but about fresh air, exercise, and the
story behind the treasures he finds. “Some
of it is junk, some of it is not, but they’re all
pieces of history.”

Kuznicki started metal detecting at age 14
but says, “Things like high school and girls

Four of Kuznicki's metal detectors, including the first one he owned on the far right.

A collection of Kuznicki's treasures. Left center is the Civil War breast plate featured in
an article he wrote for American Digger magazine pictured at the top.

Randall Kuznicki visiting with GAHS annual meeting attendees.

got in the way”, and it was several years later
when he resumed the hobby. He started out
with a basic metal detector, moving up to
more sophisticated models. He describes
today’s detectors as mini-computers able to
find certain metals and even identify an ob-
ject still underground. Kuznicki currently
owns about 10 different models, bringing
four to the meeting.

Places where people congregate make good
search areas. During his years in Goodhue,
Kuznicki covered many people’s yards, the
park, and the ballfield. Holding up a tiny
sterling belt buckle engraved with the initials,
G.C.D., he shared the story of finding it 8
inches down in the backyard of former Good-
hue merchant, George Carl Diercks. Another
favorite Goodhue find is a new-looking 1912
Barber dime found outside St. Peter’s church
in the area a tent had been used during the
1912 church dedication celebration, leading
him to believe it may have been dropped
there that day.

Among the many coins in Kuznicki’s col-
lection are two Franklin Half Dollars. These
coins are 90% silver and he says, “That’s the
only two I’ve ever found In 50 years of metal
detecting and I found them both in Good-
hue”. He also found an 1890 dime four feet
down when the streets were under construc-
tion in town.

With a keen interest in Civil War history
and reenactment, Kuznicki counts a Civil
War military breast plate among his most
treasured finds. He came upon the artifact

while searching Howard Albers’ farm near
Zumbrota. Researching the name engraved
on the plate, he discovered the owner, Nelson
Holton, enlisted in Wisconsin before moving
to the Zumbrota township farm. Kuznicki’s
reenactment involvement brought him to the
same Wisconsin base and led him to write an
article for the treasure hunting magazine,
American Digger.

Like other enthusiasts, Kuznicki has been
asked to help search for lost items such as
wedding rings and items dropped while doing
field work. They are often asked to locate
property line markers and even assist law en-
forcement. One thing he doesn’t feel treasure
hunters get enough credit for is cleaning up,
“We recycle a lot of trash”.

Attendees were invited to take a closer look
at Kuznicki’s items on display and ask ques-
tions. He encouraged everyone to take an in-
terest and uncover some history. “Do some
digging, you never know what you’re going
to find.”

The museum is open Thursdays and Sun-
days June thru September Ist 1-4 PM or by
appointment. President Dave Betcher, 651-
380-5123. Website, www.Goodhueareahis-
tory.org on Facebook, Goodhue Area History
Museum.

Zumbro Valley Treasure Hunters metal
detecting club meets at Ascension
Lutheran Church in Rochester the second
Wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM.
Randall Kuznicki 651-380-1542.
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We live along the Tennessee River on the
banks of Kentucky Lake. Kentucky Lake was
formed in the 1940’s when the Tennessee Val-
ley Authority built a lock and dam to raise the
Tennessee River to accommodate larger
barges carrying coal, steel and bulk products
on the river. The barge traffic travels all the
way to Chattanooga. Where we live, the lake
is about a mile wide. Lots of barge traffic and
fishing boats. One of my favorite activities is
to take the runabout on the river to experience
life on the water. Every day we see something
unusual. This last trip in the middle of March
was no exception.

We were heading downstream to eat lunch
at the Burger Barn at KenLake Marina, a little
more than an hour down river. We noticed a
white object a few miles ahead on the river
and assumed it was one of the tug boats push-
ing a barge. The closer we got, the bigger it
got. I have never seen an ocean-going vessel
on the river. There are river cruise boats on
the lake but not this large. As we passed the
vessel I had to circle around and follow it,
taking a closer look. There was an orange to-
tally enclosed sea worthy lifeboat on each
side of the ship. I knew this was no river boat.
My wife looked up the name on the side and
we were surprised to discover what it actually
was.

The United Launch Alliance Rocket Ship is
a 312’ cargo vessel that transports space
rocket components from the 1.6 million sq.
ft. production facility in Decatur, Alabama to
Cape Canaveral, Florida. It is 82’ wide and
50’ high with a draft of 15°. It weighs 9,500
tons and carries Atlas V, Delta VI and Vulcan
Centaur boosters, second stages and payload

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes

Rocket Ship
on the
Tennessee
River

By Terry Campbell

This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Terry now splits his time between Minnesota
when its warm here and Tennessee
when it’s cold here.

DO YOU
HAVE AN
ANNOUNCEMENT?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

We’ve Got Your
Family’s Back

Personalized insurance solutions
to protect your family’s future
and security, no matter what.

COMMUNITY GROWN

INSURANCE
...jou’re covered!

Www.vsgmi.com

Goodhue
Agency
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Goodhue, MN
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Email: info@lakeshoreins.com

Kalass
Agency
242 Main Street
Zumbrota, MN

Phone: 507-732-7614
Email: kalassagency@kalassagency.com

Nelson
Agency
119 4th Street
Cannon Falls, MN

Phone: 507-263-3812
Email: info@nelsoninsurancecf.com

Sviggum
Agency

133 Man Street
Wanamingo, MN
Phone: 507-824-5105

Email: agel1t@sv1ggu.um]surauce com

fairings in an environmentally controlled set-
ting. The rockets are rolled in on semi-trailers
through the 80’ wide fold down ramp at the
aft for the ship. It is the only United States
flagged ship with the capability to transport
rockets on both rivers and open ocean. It is
powered by two General Motors G7A en-
gines developing 4,000 horsepower each and
four Caterpillar generator engines of 831
horsepower each to maintain the A/C for the
cargo hold and a 371 horsepower emergency
Caterpillar engine. The fuel capacity is
163,800 gallons of diesel.

The ship requires a crew of 16 to operate
and has living quarters, dining area, helicop-
ter pad, below deck machine shop and the
most sophisticated computers and naviga-
tional system available. The officers are as-
signed four-hour shifts while on the river and
eight hour shifts in the open sea, and two ex-
perienced river pilots come on board to guide
the boat while inland. There is a cook and as-
sistant to serve meals during the eight
day/4,336 mile one-way trip from Decatur to
Cape Canaveral Space Force Station. The

Rocket Ship has been in constant service
since 1999 and a 356’ sister ship has just been
built and will enter service this spring.

Now more on the sophisticated navigation
system. On August 7, 2001, the Rocket Ship
ran aground on a sand bar on the Tennessee
River and had to be freed by a tugboat. On
January 26, 2012 the Rocket Ship struck the
Eggner’s Ferry Bridge on the Tennessee
River, which is about five miles from where
we encountered the ship. The crew was oper-
ating in a recreational channel rather that the
shipping channel at the time and destroyed a
322’ section of the bridge. The pilot’s failure
to use all available navigational tools was
found to be the cause of the accident, while
ignoring two coast guard broadcasts and a
radio call from a nearby ship. The bridge built
in 1932 was scheduled for replacement and
the incident sped up the schedule for the con-
struction which was completed in 2016. Had
we known all that, we might have given the
Rocket Ship a wider berth when we passed
by.

AM innesotan:\

Spring

o

They have returned. The harbingers of
spring have been spotted. In other words
the geese are back. As I am sure that I have
mentioned in the past, geese and I do not
get along.

Mostly because since I was a young child
they have taken great delight in chasing
me; well into adulthood. When I was in my
late teens and was attending community
college over in Rochester there were geese

By RosaLin Alcoser

that always hung around on campus. Those
geese chased me just about every day for
two years.

My mother thought I was exaggerating
until one day she came in to the school
when coming to get me. We were sharing a
car at the time and while walking to the car
I saw the geese coming and I asked her for
the keys. Which she gave me right before I
took off running with honking geese on my
heels.

After that she believed me that geese had
been chasing me about campus. Before
anyone says ‘well they wouldn’t have
chased you if you didn’t run from them’. I
did try that and you know what happened
they swarmed me and hissed. Have you
ever been bitten by a goose? Because I
have and it hurts more than you would
think.

With that being said as much as I dislike
geese and will go out of my way to not go
anywhere near them. I have learned one
very important thing about them that adds
a point in their favor. When they return in
the spring it usually is a good sign that win-
ter is over and it probably won’t snow
again until at least Halloween.
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Farm Girl Chatter\

The Year
of the Horse

k By McKell Lemmerman

Let’s take a break from cow talk for a mo-
ment and talk about something just as impor-
tant around a farm—the year itself.

2026 is the Year of the Horse. If you have
ever truly known a horse, that title carries a
lot more meaning than most people realize.

Now, plenty of folks like to joke and call
horses “hay burners.” To be fair they’ve
earned the nickname over the years. Horses
can eat like a fat kid in a candy store. You can
give them a full square bale of hay at night,
and by the next morning they will stare at you
like they have been starving for three days.
Nickering at you like as if they are asking
“why is breakfast late”.

But anyone who has ever really owned a
horse understands them a lot more than hay-
burning lawn ornaments.

Growing up, horses were where my imagi-
nation lived.

Long before I ever turned a key in a pickup,
a horse was the first vehicle I ever got to
drive. No gas pedal. No steering wheel. Def-
initely no insurance policy. Just a saddle, a set
of reins, and the kind of confidence only a kid
can have when they believe they’ve got
everything under control. Looking back now,
I’m pretty sure the horse was the one doing
the driving most of the time. That’s part of the
magic of horses. They let you think you’re in
charge while quietly making sure you both
make it back to the barn in one piece.

The truth is, the Year of the Horse represents
exactly what horses have always been —pow-
erhouses of strength, endurance, and heart.
Long before tractors, combines, trucks, trains,
and highways took over the countryside,

horses were the engines that built it. They
pulled the plows that turned the soil, hauled
wagons across rough country, and carried
people farther than their own two feet could
ever take them. They carried generals through
the blood and gun smoke of wars, and Native
Americans through their buffalo hunting ex-
peditions.

They weren’t just animals.

They were business partners, the best ones
too, non-speaking.

When I was younger, my horses were my
entire world. They were where worries dis-
appeared and dreams ran free. On horseback,
a simple pasture could become the open fron-
tier. A fence line turned into a trail. A kid
could become a cowboy chasing outlaws,
playing cops and robbers, exploring new
country, or racing the wind just because |
could.

Horses have a funny way of teaching les-
sons along the way. They teach us humilia-
tion. Nothing will knock your ego down
faster than a 1,200-pound animal deciding
your riding skills are not up to par, that you
are better off learning from the ground that
day. They teach patience too. Sometimes
your adventure turns into twenty minutes of
negotiating with a stubborn horse that has de-
cided the gate you want to go through is sud-
denly the most terrifying object on earth.
Lastly, they teach balance, usually the hard
way.

Now, years later, horses still carry that same
quiet magic.

Sure, nowadays there are side-by-sides, and
every machine imaginable to get across a pas-
ture. They’re faster, easier, and a whole lot
less stubborn. But none of them will ever re-
place the feeling of riding a horse down a trail
you made yourself.

A machine takes you somewhere. A horse
takes you on an adventure.

Some communities, like the Amish, still
rely on horses as their everyday transporta-
tion, living much like people did generations
ago. For others, like me, horses have become

Goodhue Education Foundation (GEF)
Spring Auction

The Goodhue Education Foundation (GEF) is pleased to an-
nounce our fundraising event scheduled for Saturday, May 2nd,

2026.

The Spring Auction will be held at the Goodhue Public School
starting at 5:00 PM, immediately following the Prom Grand
March. It will include a Silent Auction (5:00-6:30 PM), Live Auc-
tion (5:30 PM), Concessions and Activities for Kids ages PreK
through 5th grade. All proceeds from the event directly support the
staff and students at Goodhue Public School.

The purpose of the GEF is to provide financial support and enrichment to the students
of Goodhue School above and beyond what is supported by education dollars. Our foun-
dation is a tax exempt, non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization (EIN# 46-5760668). Our vision
is to continue to enhance the pride and community support for the Goodhue School from
our alumni, parents, community members, educators, and businesses.

The GEF collaborates with the district school board and school staff to find the best
ways to help promote excellence for all students involved in Academics, Arts, Activities,

and Athletics.

The Spring Auction and Community Celebration is our biggest fundraiser, and we con-
tinue to have great success year after year! THANK YOU to everyone that donated items
TO the auction, donated AT the auction, and helped in ANY way to make the event a suc-
cess. This is an exciting time for the GEF as we continue to be able to fund all grant re-
quests received from the staff at Goodhue Public Schools and allow us to make significant
contributions to our endowment fund thanks to fundraising events like these. Please con-
sider donating items to the Live and Silent Auction for our upcoming event.

something different. Their entertainment,
therapy, adventure, and freedom all rolled
into one.

Just go to a rodeo. That’s where horsepower
meets heart. Riders and horses working to-
gether in a dusty partnership that may only
last a few seconds but carries a tradition that’s
centuries old.

When you’re a kid, they’re your escape.
When you grow up, they become your re-
minder.

They remind you where you came from—
dusty summer evenings, long rides with no
destination, and a younger version of yourself
who believed the world was as wide open as
the pasture in front of you. Somewhere along
the way life gets busier. Jobs, responsibilities,
bills, and worries pile up higher than a winter
hay shed.

Horses have a way of bringing you back to
center.

There’s a quiet moment that happens when
you’re riding—when the only sounds are
hoofbeats, wind through the grass, and your
own thoughts finally slow down. In those
moments it’s hard not to feel like there’s
something bigger at work. The truth is, horses
teach faith in a way few things can.

When you climb into a saddle, you’re put-
ting your trust in something stronger than
you. You guide the path, but ultimately you
trust that horse to carry you safely down the
trail.

Life with God can feel a lot like that ride.

So, if 2026 really is the Year of the Horse,
maybe it’s more than just a title.

Maybe it’s a reminder.

A reminder of the strength God places in
quiet things.

A reminder of the trust it takes to follow a
path you can’t always see.

And maybe most of all, a reminder that
sometimes the best way to understand where
you’re going...is to saddle up and remember
where you started.

Got a Great
Local News Story?

Tell us about it today!

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Goodhue
Wildcats
Boys
Basketball

Season
\ (continued from page 1)

State championship game was Saturday
March 28, and they faced the Minnehaha
Academy Redhawks. Even though the Wild-
cats held a 30-28 lead at halftime the Red-
hawks were a formidable opponent and came
back to dominate the second half. The final
score was 81-69 and the Wildcats came home
with the runner up title. The quote coach
Halverson gave KTTC television was a trib-
ute to the team. “Our boys never quit,”
Halverson said. “They will never quit.
They’re from Goodhue." Coach Halverson
was awarded the Minnesota State Coach of
the Year for 2026 for Class AA basketball.

Alex Loos

photo by Chace Landsteiner

Place Your Ad in the May Issue of The Messenger
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
or Call: 507-649-3327

We offer the freedom to continue doing the activities you love and access to the care you
need. Enjoy the upbeat lifestyle, turnkey perks, inviting new friendships and the added
benefit of a plan for care should you need it. Are you curious about what your preferred
lifestyle might look like at Goodhue Living? Call or visit our website to schedule a tour.

www.goodhueliving.com
108 Cty. 9 Blvd., Goodhue, MN 55027

photo by Chace Landsteiner

photo by Chace Landsteiner

WE'RE ONLINE!

Stay Up-to-Date

Between Print Issues

www.goodhuemn.com

d

photo by Chace Landsteiner
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Tell them you saw their ad in the Goodhue-Bellechester Messenger

NOW HIRING

In Randolph, MN
$1000 sign on bonus!

Heavy Equipment Operator
Large Equipment Maintenance
Maintenance Technician

More Positions Available

Employment@CambriaUSA.com
CambriaUSA.com/Careers

WHY CHOOSE US? Following a FREE AND THOROUGH EVALUATION
At ProBuilt Construction, we were founded our expert PrOIECt managers and Craftsmen
0 e Bl 2 ISTIEeRES Csans will bring your vision to life, enhancing your

better - better quality, better service,

and a better experience. home’s curb aPPea’o

SERVICES WINDOWS Q) FIRE & WATER

g RECONSTRUCTION
A Roo FI N G As a Marvin Windows Let’s return your damaged house to your beloved home. When fire

. Certified installer, we've or water damage hits your home, everything stops. The disruption is
Whether your roof has aged over time or b lected fi immediate, overwhelming, and deeply personal. We understand the
€en selected ror our impact on you and your family, and we're ready to help you move
commitment to forward, one step at a time. Whether repairing fire-damaged

suffered damage from Minnesota’s weather, the
ProBuilt team will deliver dependable, structures or addressing water intrusion, we create a custom plan to

excellence and ability to return your property to its pre-loss condition with lasting results.
deliver a smooth, high-quality experience. R

' SOLAR
é SIDING GUTTERS We're proud to offer

. - _ We provide expert gutter installation to  ESPRTRS (G Pye
ProBuilt offers comprehensive S|d|ng solutions keep your home protected from water
from evaluation to installation, enhancing your damage. Preserve your home’s foundation,
home’s protection, value, and curb appeal. landscaping, and exterior for years to come.

professional roofing solutions tailored to your
home and budget.

solutions in partnership
with Powerfully Green Solar, a local installer
with over |5 years of experience.

PROUDLY SERVING GOODHUE, DODGE, RICE, DAKOTA, OLMSTED, STEELE AND WABASHA COUNTIES

CONTACT US!
O 507-200-1545

@ info@probuiltmn.com www.probuiltmn.com

1359 BLUFF ST, DUNDAS, MN 55019 STEVE KING JEFF AMY TIGE WALKER
BC807868 612-698-9547 507-363-3652 507-323-0319
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@@@@H@E WILDCATS BOYS
BASKIETBALL EAM

21 MINNESOTA
STATE RUNNER=UPD
CEAMPIONS

ROYAL AUTO SERVICE
www.Vothinsurance.com

Gas - Diesel 109 N Broadway
- - - - - Goodhue, MN 55027
Specialize in Auto & Light Truck Repair Phone: 651-923-4048
109 Broadway < PO Box 68 « Goodhue, MN 55017 Hours: Monday-Friday 7:30-5:00 agent@vothinsurance.com
651 '923'4044 Toll: 800-450-4044 111 3rd Ave., Goodhue
www.greatriversmutual.com grm@greatriversmutual.com Shell 651-923-4525

Cut Flowers ® Slarnts [ ]
Jandsc ape® DBricdal & ,{//)'/f\' en u ectrlc

Open Tuesday-Friday 10:00-5:00 . -
saturday 9:00-Noon Cory: 651-380-0927 Mike: 651-380-6936

Online tire ordering availahle.un [N EVELECU N SITE OR IN-STORE 207 N. Broadway. Goodhue 6513923423 %0dhue, MN
www.catcountrytire.com TIRE SERVICE ' ’ [ §] 213 N. 2nd Street, Goodhue, MN.

Stop in or call 651-380-8731. OTR/Farm/Truck/ 651-923-4380

102 3rd Avenue, Goodhue, MN SUU/ATY www.bendaelectricinc.com

Congra tulation S, Wildcats! AGCO - BUSH HOG * ECHO - GREAT PLAINS + KAWASAKI
MASSEY FERGUSON - McCORMICK - MEYER - MEYER’S

@E)pAriners.nek

W/’?/SWW C 0 RN E R BA R MUSTANG + SIMPLICITY - SUNFLOWER

201 2nd St., Goodhue ¢ 651-923-4662

38241 Cty. Rd. 6 Blvd.
Goodhue, MN

Smart Innevaien. Eiedive Selufions. Collision Repair Specialists and Storage Rental
6551181237449 6) 102 Viola Lane, Goodhue * 651-923-4154
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Children's\
Blood

Pressure On
The Rise

By Shauna Burshem, D.C.

The prevalence of high blood pressure
(HBP) among children and youth has nearly
doubled over the past two decades, rising
from 3.4% in 2000 to 6.5% in 2020, according
to The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health.
Once considered an adult issue, HBP is now a
growing concern in pediatric settings, class-
rooms, and playgrounds. This alarming trend
raises questions about whether children are
genuinely becoming sicker or if expanded di-
agnostic criteria are contributing to the surge.
Factors such as changes in diet, sleep patterns,
stress levels, physical activity, and environ-
mental influences are believed to play a sig-
nificant role in this increase.

A pivotal moment came in 2017 when the
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) up-
dated its blood pressure guidelines. These
changes aligned adolescent thresholds with
adult standards and simplified diagnostic cat-
egories, leading to millions of previously
“healthy” teens being reclassified as at-risk or
hypertensive. For younger children, the recal-
ibration of percentiles using only normal-
weight peers effectively lowered the
thresholds for diagnosis. While these updates
made it easier to identify HBP, they also ex-
panded the number of children falling into el-
evated or hypertensive categories, sparking
debate about the implications of this broader
diagnostic net.

The rise in HBP among children is linked to
a combination of medical and lifestyle factors.
While some cases stem from underlying con-

Traxler Law
PLLC

traxlerlaw.com

Ann Traxler
Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS

o Wills, Trusts, & Estates

e Farm and Business
Transition Planning

o General Practice

e Probate

502 Huseth St. Ste. C
Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420
ann@traxlerlaw.com

ditions like kidney or heart problems, dia-
betes, or genetic predisposition, research
highlights poor diets, obesity, physical inac-
tivity, and sedentary lifestyles as primary
drivers, particularly in older children. These
lifestyle shifts, coupled with increased stress
and environmental changes, have created a
perfect storm for rising blood pressure levels.
Despite this, prevention efforts often lag be-
hind, with new medications frequently prior-
itized over strategies to address root causes
and promote healthier habits.

High blood pressure in children, though
often silent, poses significant long-term risks,
including cardiovascular and kidney compli-
cations. The 2017 AAP guidelines replaced
the term “prehypertension” with “elevated
blood pressure” and adopted fixed adult cut-
points for adolescents, simplifying diagnosis
but also increasing the number of children
classified as hypertensive. This underscores
the urgent need for prevention-focused ap-
proaches, such as promoting balanced diets,
regular physical activity, and stress manage-
ment, to combat this growing health crisis and
ensure better outcomes for future generations.

Resistance Training Shown To Improve
Brain Function: -intensite resistance workouts
have been shown to enhance cognitive func-
tion by improving reaction times without
compromising accuracy. These exercises
boost inhibitory control, working memory,
and brain-processing speed, as evidenced by
faster P3 latency signals. Such cognitive ben-
efits are attributed to the brain's ability to up-
date information more efficiently and
coordinate attention-related networks effec-
tively. This is particularly useful for tasks re-
quiring focus, multitasking, or quick
decision-making.

The cognitive improvements from resist-
ance training are likely linked to temporary
increases in systolic blood pressure during ex-
ercise. This enhances blood flow and neural
efficiency, allowing the brain to process in-
formation faster and more effectively. These
physiological changes make resistance work-
outs a powerful tool for sharpening mental
acuity, especially when incorporated into
daily routines. Even a single session can yield
immediate benefits, making it a practical
strategy for boosting mental performance on
busy or demanding days.

Children and teenagers also experience cog-
nitive gains from resistance training, with
small but consistent improvements in cogni-
tion, classroom behavior, and academic per-
formance. These benefits are particularly
pronounced in youth with lower baseline
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muscular fitness, highlighting the importance
of strength training for overall development.
For adults, maintaining 40 to 60 minutes of
strength training weekly is optimal for
longevity, as excessive lifting can diminish
benefits and even negatively impact mortal-
ity outcomes. Whether you're looking to en-

hance cognitive function, improve physical
health, or support long-term well-being, re-
sistance training proves to be a versatile and
effective solution.

*Information and opinions expressed in this article are
those of the author and may not reflect those of The Mes-
senger.

Cancer

Licensed Nutritionist

K By Noel Aldrich, PhD, CNS

Like many of you, I have had friends and
relatives diagnosed with cancer and have
walked with them through their journeys of
chemotherapy, radiation treatments, sur-
gery and the loss of life. Cancer is the sec-
ond leading cause of death in the USA,
exceeded only by heart disease. In Decem-
ber of 1971, President Nixon signed into
law the National Cancer Act declaring a
“war on cancer.” The estimated deaths
from cancer in the United States in 1970
was 330,000 as reported in the Cancer Sta-
tistics report of 1970. Compare that to
618,120 estimated cancer deaths in 2025
according to the Cancer Facts and Figures
report of 2025. On the American Cancer
Society website, the article headline states
I in 3 Americans will be diagnosed with
cancer in their lifetime. In research com-
piled by Provectus, 1.5% of the population
in 1971 lived with cancer. Compare that to
roughly 5.4% of the population that is liv-
ing with cancer in 2026. This “war on can-
cer” does not seem to be making significant
advances. After all these years, why have
we not seen more progress towards a solu-
tion to cancer? What options can be consid-
ered?

Since 1971, billions of dollars have been
spent researching various types of cancer
and the possible treatments to eliminate
them. Chemotherapies have been devel-
oped that target weak points of cancer cells
but can also weaken healthy cells resulting
in a loss of stamina and vigor during treat-
ment. Radiation treatments have been de-
veloped that can target cancer cells with
laser precision but can also cause damage
to nearby healthy cells. Surgery can re-
move cancer tumors but does not get to the
cause of why the cancer growth started in
the first place. An entire industry has been
developed around the treatment and care of
cancer without significant change in stop-
ping cancer. The cause of cancer does not
seem to be identified by this industry.

Cancer is a global problem, not just an
American problem. The International
Agency for Research on Cancer has devel-
oped a database collecting information

from 185 centers around the world to under-
stand the global severity of cancer. A 2020
report using this database identified breast
cancer and lung cancer as the most common
around the world followed by colon and
prostate cancer. From the year-by-year data
collected, many researchers are predicting
the number of cancer cases to nearly double
by 2040.

Nature Medicine journal published an ar-
ticle in February of 2026 using the same
database to determine what factors are con-
tributing to these increased cancer rates.
The researchers found that 44% of cancers
were associated with lifestyle factors that
could be modified. The lifestyle factors
most clearly associated with cancer were
smoking, infections, and alcohol. Smoking
and alcohol are clearly personal choices that
when reduced help improve health and the
immune system resulting in reduced infec-
tions.

A healthy immune system is an important
key to fighting cancer cells. According to
Dr. Thomas Seyfried, research into cancer
cells has been focusing on the genetics of
cancer and not on the how cancer cells
process energy. In his 2012 book, “Cancer
as a Metabolic Disease,” Dr. Seyfried out-
lines how targeting the energy process of
cancer cells may help us to finally identify
solutions to conquer cancer. Stated another
way, the standard American diet with an
abundance of seed oils, refined flour, and
sweeteners produces an energy pathway
that promotes excess weight and cancer
growth. A healthy immune system is pro-
moted with fresh, whole foods prepared
without preservatives. A healthy immune
system will generate a healthy weight, re-
duce inflammation, and help eliminate can-
cer cells.

On Saturday, May 2, there is an opportu-
nity to learn more about holistic cancer
treatment at the Northfield Holistic Health
Summit. This annual event brings together
community members to listen to local pro-
fessional health practitioners, meet health
vendors, and enjoy a delicious catered
lunch. The theme this year is “Cancer and
Immune Health,” with seven practitioners,
20 vendors, and many attendees. For more
information on the agenda and tickets,
check out the web page https://www.nutri-
tionproportion.net/healthsummit or scan
the QR code with this article.

Contact me to discuss your health goals
for the coming year. Nutrition is designed
for healing. I can help you reach greater
health freedom in 2026. Contact me at nu-
tritionproportion@gmail.com, or check out

my website at
www.nutritionpropor-
tion.net

*Information and opin-
ions expressed in this article
are those of the author and
may not reflect those of The
Messenger.
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\ For Diana Bishop, a little treat can make a spread joy to others with her treats. special moments with
® world of difference. Baking treats for family ~ Bishop says, “Seeing people smile when custom treats.” When
A Ilttle and friends helped Bishop to recognize how they try something I made inspired me to turn  asked what she enjoys
much joy a little treat can bring. In March of my passion into a small business.” the most about having
- 2026, her business, Sweet Puff Pop’s,began. ~ Sweet Puff Pop’s specializes in cake pops her own business,
somet I“g Bishop says, “I started by making treats for and other hand-dipped treats. Bishop decided ~Bishop replied, “what
small gatherings and celebrations, and over to specialize in these sweet treats because she I enjoy most is the cre-
t time I realized how much joy homemade says, “whenever I brought cake pops to gath-  ativity and the connec-
sw ee desserts can bring to people.” With some en- erings, they were always the first dessert to tion with customers.
couragement from family and friends, she de- disappear.” Every cake pop is Diana Bishop

By Jocelyn Aldrich cided to start a cottage food business and

N

A Century of Family Owned
Plumbing & Heating Company

Submitted

Harkins Plumbing and Heating was established in April 1919 by Frank Brettschneider
and in 1923 moved to 108 S Lakeshore Dr in Lake City. In 1930 “Brett” needed help so
he contacted his brother-in-law Ray Harkins, a plumber in St. Paul. Ray, his wife Lottie
and son Larry moved to Lake City permanently. Larry Harkins began working in the busi-
ness in 1940. He and his wife Virginia bought the business from his uncle Brett in 1953.
Larry’s son Tom began working in 1971. In 1985 Tom and Margie Harkins bought the
business from Larry. Larry’s son Jim started working in 1981 and Jim and Rhonda Harkins
purchased the business from Jim’s brother Tom in 1997. The business moved to its current
location at 1255 N 7th St in Lake City in 2004.

On 1/1/26, Jim and Rhonda’s daughter and son in law, Baxter and Emmy O’Reilly pur-
chased the business. The team now consists of Baxter O’Reilly with 6 years of experience,
Jim Harkins with 45 yrs of experience, Dave Glomski with 23 years of experience, Gavin
Roosen with 4 years of experience, and new hire this year, Danny Keller.

Jim and Rhonda Harkins feel fortunate to be able to continue the business by passing it
on to family.

Baxter O’Reilly feels that it’s an honor to be able to carry on the family business and up-
hold the values that have been passed down through generations of owners and employees
past and present. Baxter feels that he is lucky to have 107 years of expertise and knowl-
edge on his side.

Baxter is looking to modernize and be efficient in all aspects. He looks to focus on the
customer’s experience and tailor all jobs to the best of their ability to ensure that their cus-
tomers feel appreciated and well taken care of.

Harkins Plumbing and Heating offers financing on any job over $1000.

Services they provide are: new construction; residential, commercial and agricultural,
water heaters, water softeners, iron filters, remodels, all water treatment, heating, gas lines.

homemade and crafted
with care. I focus on
fresh ingredients, atten-
tion to detail, customiz-
ing flavors and designs
to match each event or
celebration.”

Bishop loves serving
the local community, but she will also deliver
her sweet treats. Sweet Puff Pop’s serves cus-
tomers in Rochester and the Twin Cities.
Sweet Puff Pop’s will also deliver within a 20-
mile radius of Mazeppa. Bishop can cater to
events farther away with an additional deliv-
ery fee.

Bishop wishes to express her gratitude to her
community for their continued support of her
and Sweet Puff Pop’s. She says, “supporting
local businesses helps entrepreneurs turn their
passions into something meaningful, and I'm
excited to continue sharing Sweet Puff Pop’s
with more people and making celebrations
sweeter.” To learn more about Sweet Puff
Pop’s and support a local business, follow
Sweet Puff Pop’s on Facebook, Instagram,
and TikTok. Orders can be placed online
through Bakesy.

Cake pops offer so much opportunity for
Bishop to display her creativity. Bishop espe-
cially loves that each order can be unique.
She says, “I love helping people celebrate
birthdays, weddings, baby showers, and other

Teddy Bear
Puppies for Sale

Family raised Havanese, wormed,
vaccinated, 1 yr. health guarantee

$600
Call 507-951-7417
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Gat Gountry Tire...

ON-SITE OR IN-STORE
TIRE SERVICE

OTR/Farm/Truck/SUV/ATY
Jon Harvey & Bradley Marking, Owners

Serving Bellechester, Goodhue & Surrounding Communities
Online tire ordering is now available on our website!
www.catcountrytire.com
Stop in or call 651-380-873l for service.
102 3rd Avenue, Goodhue, MN
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Hello from the State Capitol,

Car tab fees are on the rise, and people are
getting very frustrated by the escalating costs.

Last week, I learned from a driver that it will
cost her more than $800 to put new tabs on
her three-year-old Jeep. Across the border in
Wisconsin, tabs for her Jeep would cost $85.

The Minnesota House Transportation Policy
and Finance Committee recently debated leg-
islation that would bring Minnesota’s vehicle
tab fees back to pre-2023 levels. In 2023,
Governor Walz and a Democrat-led legisla-
ture changed the vehicle tab fee formula and
effectively raised rates by 20%.

The bill debated by the committee would
have dropped the rates on both newer and
older vehicles. Doing so would have provided
nearly $1 billion in tax relief to drivers.

All Republicans on the committee sup-
ported the measure. All Democrats voted
against it.

NONSENSICAL COLLECTOR CAR
PLATE RESTRICTIONS PROPOSED
Speaking of vehicles, the state representa-

tive who talked of quintupling vehicle tab
costs now is taking aim at people who own
collector cars. Her legislation would prohibit
the car owner from driving that vehicle unless
it was during daylight hours on the weekends.

Talk about restricting freedom.

As the owner of a collector car myself,
know I am strongly opposed to this measure.
I fear it’s a ploy to force owners to buy regu-
lar plates and pay more to enjoy driving them.

BANNING ATV’S ON STATE LAND?
A bill is moving forward in the Minnesota

Senate that would ban motorized vehicles on
state owned land, meaning such things as
prohibiting ATV’s from traveling on currently
designated trails.

I believe one of the best ways to get kids off
electronics is to have them safely drive ATV’s
and enjoy nature. Minnesota already has hun-
dreds of thousands of acres that are com-
pletely protected from any motorized vehicle.
Once again, politicians — many of whom have
never sat on an ATV much less driven one -
are looking to take away the rights of the law
abiding. This is a solution in search of a prob-
lem, and a bad one at that.

IMPORTANT ANTI-FRAUD
MEASURE FINALLY MOVES
FORWARD

At long last, a plan to create an independent
Office of the Inspector General (OIG) that
would investigate fraud in our state was ap-
proved in the House State Government Fi-
nance Committee this week. The legislation
would give the OIG real investigative powers
and enforcement authority, and most impor-
tantly, would not be controlled by the Gover-
nor’s Office.

CLARIFYING “KICKBACK” FOR
HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Last week I signed onto legislation that de-

fines what a “kickback” is for the Department
of Human Services. You may recall DHS ig-
nored countless fraud cases because it
claimed it couldn’t respond to kickback
crimes. The nonpartisan Office of the Leg-
islative Auditor (OLA) blew that claim out of
the water, finding that not only has it had both

TORO.
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hometownmessenger@gmail.com

state and federal authority to handle kickback
claims, but also the DUTY to investigate.

=Despite this, several lawmakers are taking
nothing to chance, and want it specifically
spelled out in state law that DHS must inves-
tigate kickback complaints. The fact that the
legislature needs to even address this is be-
yond disappointing.

VISITORS GALORE!

I’m not joking when I say thousands of peo-
ple came to the State Capitol this week, and
it’s so good to see. Whether it was school
groups, the Minnesota Farm Bureau, or local
housing advocates, it’s nice to visit with area
residents and hear what’s important to them.

As with most spending items, from schools
to nursing homes and everywhere in between,

my goal is to not go to taxpayers for more
money, but to ensure rural Minnesota is get-
ting its fair share of what is already available.
Far too often, the funds flow freely in the
inner cities where similar organizations in
Greater Minnesota struggle. I work hard every
day to make sure our towns and townships
aren’t being left behind.
KEEP IN TOUCH

As always, my door is always open. If you
ever have any legislative questions, please
contact me. I can be reached at
rep.steven.jacob@house.mn.gov or by phone
at 651.296.2273.
Have a good weekend,
Steve
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Republican )
Delegates Pack
Lake City Venue

as
Senate District 20
Holds Endorsing
\_ Convention

Lake City, Minn. — Nearly 170 delegates
from across Senate District 20 filled the Wild
Wings Plaza event space on Saturday for an
endorsing convention that marked both a tran-
sition and a turning point for the district’s leg-
islative landscape. The gathering brought
together precinct leaders and local residents
for several hours of speeches, procedural
votes, and discussions about the district’s po-
litical future.

The convention honored Sen. Steve
Drazkowski, who has represented the area in
the Minnesota Legislature for nearly two
decades. Drazkowski will retire at the end of
his current term. His decision created an open
Senate seat.

Delegates unanimously endorsed Rep. Steve
Jacob for the Senate District 20 seat. Jacob,
who currently serves in the Minnesota House,
was uncontested. His endorsement shifts the

district’s legislative lineup and begins a new
chapter for the Senate seat held by
Drazkowski.

The convention also addressed endorse-
ments for the district’s two-House seats. Rep.
Pam Altendorf secured the endorsement for
House District 20A, while Sara Bertschinger
received the endorsement for House District
20B. Altendorf was also uncontested. Sara
Bertschinger was endorsed following the
delegates hearing from the candidates before
casting their votes.

Throughout the day, the atmosphere inside
Wild Wings Plaza reflected a mix of routine
party business and the significance of a gen-
erational shift. Delegates lined up to register,
chatted in small groups between sessions,
and filled the hall for speeches. Volunteers
managed credentials, staffed tables, and kept
the proceedings moving as the convention
worked through its agenda.

In addition to endorsements, delegates
heard reports from party officers, updates on
the current legislative session, and informa-
tion about the upcoming election cycle. The
strong turnout highlighted the level of en-
gagement among local party members head-
ing into a competitive election season.

With endorsements now finalized, candi-
dates will begin preparing for the next phase
of the campaign, which includes outreach
across the district’s communities and partic-
ipation in the statewide primary and general
election cycles.

Sara Bertschinger Endorsed as Republican Candidate

for Minnesota House District 20B

Lake City, MN — The Republican Party has officially
endorsed Sara Bertschinger as its candidate for Minnesota
House District 20B, marking a significant step in the 2026
election cycle. Bertschinger enters the race with a platform
centered on strengthening public trust, expanding personal
freedom, and ensuring opportunities for every Minnesotan.

Bertschinger’s campaign emphasizes several core prior-
ities:

e Fraud Prevention: Advocating for stronger safeguards
to protect taxpayer dollars and ensure government ac-
countability.

e Election Integrity: Supporting policies that reinforce
transparency and confidence in Minnesota’s electoral
process.

e Life: Upholding values that reflect her long-standing commitment to protecting life.

e Liberty: Championing individual freedoms and limiting government overreach.

* Opportunity: Promoting economic growth, educational access, and pathways for fam-
ilies and businesses to thrive.

“I’'m honored to receive the Republican endorsement and to stand with the people of
District 20B,” Bertschinger said in a statement. The grassroots endorsement is vital to the
election process. The Republican Delegates are responsible for vetting candidates and
giving their endorsement to the person they believe best represents the district and the
Republican Platform. Sara pledged to the convention Delegates to be a Representative
“who will work tirelessly to protect their freedoms, safeguard their hard-earned tax dollars,
and expand opportunities for future generations.”

The campaign will focus on meeting voters across the district, listening to their concerns,
and outlining Bertschinger’s vision for a more accountable, transparent, and opportunity-
driven Minnesota.

About Sara Bertschinger Sara Bertschinger is a community-minded leader with a record
of public service. She is a Registered Nurse and has been married to her husband for 10
years. Sara lives on a family farm in rural Pine Island. She is committed to representing
the values and priorities of the residents of House District 20B.

Sara Bertschinger

WE’RE ONLINE!

www.goodhuemn.com

Michael “Hutch’ Hutchinson to Run as Independent
Candidate for Minnesota House District 20B

U.S. Army Veteran Pledges to Serve Constituents Over Parties

ZUMBROTA, Minn. - Minnesota State House candidate
Michael “Hutch” Hutchinson will run for office in District
20b as an independent. Hutch, who was the district's DFL
candidate in 2024, cited a combination of constituent con-
cerns and issues with the direction of the Democratic party
in Washington, D.C. as reasons for the decision.

"During his 1796 farewell address, George Washington
warned us about the dangers of dividing politics into par-
ties," Hutch said. "In his words, 'they are likely in the
course of time and things, to become potent engines, by
which cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled men will be
enabled to subvert the power of the people and to usurp
for themselves the reins of government, destroying after-
wards the very engines which have lifted them to unjust
dominion.'

In an age where the 'cunning, ambitious, and unprincipled' among the ultra-rich have ex-
ploited our government to hoard their money and interests while eroding people's faith in
the institutions meant to serve us all, Washington's words have never rung truer."

Driven by a belief that government should represent its people and reflect their will,
and not answer solely to those with unfettered access to money and power, Hutch looks
forward to serving the people of District 20B and the State of Minnesota without having
to worry about also serving a political party and billionaire mega-donors.

"I believe that by running as an independent, I am making it clear that when elected, I
will honor my duty to serve all my constituents, and make a priority of building a better
district, state, and country for everyone," Hutch said.

About Michael Hutchinson

Hutch is a U.S. Army veteran living in Zumbrota with his wife, pets and plants. An ar-
dent patriot and lover of his country, Hutch knows our government should be doing more
to serve all of us. When not trying to make the world better through charity and service,
Hutch is an avid fan of history who enjoys gaming when it's cold and the outdoors when
it's not. As part of his initiative to meet everyone in his district so they can be heard,
Hutch is planning events in all 18 towns and 30 townships that make up District 20b.

Michael Hutchinson
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Bellechester City Council Meeting Minutes
February 18,2026 @ 6:00 PM

Call the meeting to order at 6:00. Meeting
is recorded, and the recordings belong to the
City of Bellechester.

Pledge to the flag

Mayor Jody Gordon opened the regular city
council meeting at 6:00.

Roll call was taken: The council in atten-
dance: Mayor Jody Gordon, Council member
Mark Gerken, Jake Gilsdorf, Rich Majerus,
and Nick Keller as well as City Clerk Lisa
Redepenning and Treasurer Kyle McKeown.
Absent was City Engineer Matt Mohs. Also
present was Eugene Betcher and Deputy Sul-
livan from GCSO.

Approve or Amend of Agenda — Motion
was made by Mark Gerken with a 2nd by
Nick Keller to approve the agenda. Motion
carried.

Minutes of the January 21, 2026 meeting
were reviewed and motion was made by
Mark Gerken with a second by Nick Keller to
approve the minutes. Motion carried.

Bills were reviewed with a motion by Rich
Majerus with a second by Nick Keller to ap-
prove and pay the bills as presented along
with the additional invoice from Lake City
Disposal. Motion carried.

Old Business:

* Snow Removal Management — BC Court
— discussion on snow removal. Mark took a
look and had an idea of possibly removing the
chain link part to affect the snow drifting.
Maybe leaving a few rows of plantings in the
field was also suggested.

e Update on Consideration of Requested
Use of Remaining Grant Funds — lawn mower
and GPS were approved by RD. Bids on the

ramp and steps are still coming in. We will
need a definite plan with quotes. More work
will be done on this.

e Use of Reserves — Mazeppa bank will
offer the same CD rate as was done for the
ambulance. Motion was made by Rich Ma-
jerus with a 2nd by Nick Keller to transfer
$350,000 to savings account. Motion car-
ried.

* Law Enforcement Contract Expectations -
Tabled

* Community Center Plans - Tabled

e City Attorney — St. Charles attorney infor-
mation was presented - Mark Mickow. Mo-
tion was made by Rich Majerus with a 2nd
by Jake Gilsdorf to approve the appointing of
Mark Mickow as city attorney. Motion car-
ried.

New business:

e Contribution to Messenger — Motion was
made by Mark Gerken with a 2nd by Jake
Gilsdorf to approve a donation of $275 to the
Messenger. Motion carried.

* Building Permit — McGovern — Motion
was made by Mark with a 2nd by Nick Keller
to approve the building permit as presented.
Motion carried.

* Eugene Betcher — Raffle Request — trap
shooting raffle request for drawing at Tavern
on 5/16. Motion was made by Rich Majerus
with a 2nd by Nick Keller to approve the re-
quest. Motion carried.

e Goodhue High School Software Raffle
Request by Jaycees — Motion was made by
Nick Keller with a 2nd by Mark Gerken to
approve the Jaycees raffle at the Tavern.

* Summer Mowing — Morgan can continue
but we will need a back up - Lexy Majerus.
Motion was made by Nick Keller with a 2nd

(DNR).

the 2026 hunting regulations publications.

Goodhue County will not pursue shotgun
only deer hunting ordinance

Red Wing, Minn. — The Board of Commissioners has decided not to introduce an or-
dinance to maintain the shotgun only firearms restriction for deer hunting in the Goodhue
County. Beginning with the 2026 hunting season, and consistent with state regulations,
hunters in Goodhue County will be permitted to use any legal rifle or shotgun for deer
hunting where firearms hunting is allowed.

During the 2025 legislative session, the Minnesota Legislature eliminated the southeast
shotgun only zone for deer hunting. Under the new law, counties may choose to pass an
ordinance to remain shotgun only. After discussing the issue at their annual planning
workshop in February, the Goodhue County Board determined that it would allow the
change to stand, which has the support of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

The DNR has stated it has no safety or wildlife management concerns with the elimina-
tion of the shotgun zone and supports counties making decisions that best fit their com-
munities. Updated statewide information will be available on the DNR’s website and in

by Jake Gilsdorf.

* Motion was made by Jake Gilsdorf with a
2nd by Rich Majerus to renew insurance as is
checking on meters and lining if it needs to
be added. Motion carried.

Engineer Report — None

Clerk Report — None

Treasurer Report — Kyle inquired on
billing software setup to enable off site setup.
Motion was made by Nick Keller with a 2nd
by Jake Gilsdorf to approve this charge. Mo-
tion carried.

Water/Wastewater/Facility Report -
there was 1 frozen water meter town. An
extra 1.5”meter will be ordered to have as a
spare. Swapped out a valve and connection
at the well house. South well will be shut

down briefly for a leak in the pipe. Flow
meter at ponds were calibrated. We are good
until August and September.

Mayor Concerns: Tree trimming over road
concern was discussed.

Council Concerns: Filling of fire trucks
concern was discussed.

Adjourn

Motion was made by Mark Gerken with a
second by Rick Majerus to adjourn the meet-
ing. Motion carried. Meeting was adjourned
at 6:53. Motion carried.

Closed Meeting Request — Personnel — *no
motions, open/close time or summary pro-
vided*

Submitted by Lisa Redepenning — City Clerk

Advocating\
for
Productivity
Over Politics

Rep. Pam Altendorf (R)
District: 20A

\

Heading into the session and knowing
that this was a huge election year in Min-
nesota with every statewide office being on
the 2026 ballot, I predicted this year’s ses-
sion was going to be high on theater, and
low on productivity.

Minnesota’s elected Democrats are not
disappointing on that prediction.

I believe Minnesotans expect us to run
government more like a business: not wast-
ing time, not wasting taxpayer money, and
working efficiently. This is how I was
raised. My background of growing up on a
farm was no nonsense. Work needed to be
done. Optimizing time in my sales business
also proved to be the key to success as the
opposite equates to lost revenue and low
productivity.

That’s what makes this session so frustrat-
ing to date: the political theater and House
Democrats’ reluctance to focus on logical
fixes. There are many issues we all agree
on and that should be approved of by a
nearly unanimous vote. But, for political
reasons, these good governance bills sit in
limbo.

To prove this point, I offer the following
three examples:

First, there is federal tax conformity,
which happens normally with little to no
opposition. The federal government ap-
proved a pass-through entity tax allowing
small and medium sized business owners
to receive a deduction on their federal
taxes. They save thousands of dollars, and

it doesn’t cost Minnesota a dime. Yet De-
mocrats, to date, refuse to sign off on it be-
cause President Trump’s name is on it. This
alone is currently preventing our business
owners from receiving a tax credit.

Then we have another tax credit — up to
$1700 — that would allow Minnesota tax-
payers to donate money to a public or pri-
vate school. This $1,700 would be returned
to you as a dollar-for-dollar tax credit when
you file your income taxes. It’s no loss to
you, no cost to the state of Minnesota and a
significant gain for your favorite school. I
call that a win-win-win!

However, while the Democrats were OK
with passing more than 65 mostly unfunded
mandates on our local schools — resulting
in many school districts asking property
taxpayers for increased levies to cover
these mandates — they don’t want public
schools to take advantage of an unexpected
funding source. This does not make any fi-
nancial sense.

Finally, and what I think is one of the
most atrocious derelictions of duty that
spans across both Democrat and Republi-
can administrations, there is the failure to
upgrade the technology which operates our
welfare programs in Minnesota.

Currently, Minnesota’s systems are using
software developed in the 1980°s. Would
any business run like this? Absolutely not!

This is so unsettling to me. The systems
we are asking our employees to use can’t
even utilize basic Excel capabilities. This
means county staff literally must use a sep-
arate calculator for tabulation and then
manually enter the data into the program.

Outdated technology leads to high error
rates and wastes time while rolling out the
welcome mat to fraudsters as they are un-
detected within the system.

As your state representative, I am work-
ing towards prioritizing better business
practices and ensuring your dollars are
going where they can be most efficiently
spent. It is an honor to serve you in St. Paul,
and you have my word that I will never
stand for this level of incompetence in our
state government.

I value the people of our state. I value
how hard they work. I value their time and
money which is entrusted to state legisla-
tors to spend in the most effective way. This
is why I will continue to be your voice ad-
vocating for common sense legislation that
emphasizes productivity over these tire-
some political shenanigans.
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AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMEN

PICK UP
ONE OF
OUR
DELICIOUS
SALADS OR
WRAPS!

LOCATED NEAR

Don’t Let THE BACK
Your Hurry ENTRANCE
OF THE
Come Before RESTAURANT
Your Hunger! AT
208 N. CEDAR,
OWATONNA
CHECK OUT OUR 507-455-9260 BOOK YOUR
MANY NEW MON-TUES-WED-THURS TIAM-9PM FALL & WINTER EVENTS!
LUNCH & DINNER FRIDAY TIAM-9PM Banquet Hall,
MENU ITEMS! 51 3:000M-9:00M - SN Closip  Seating Up 0 300

to Our

‘Easter
S}oecia[

6 0z. pork chop served with

6 oz. grilled sirloin
traditional Ecuadorian

served with vice and
Vegetaﬁ[es, saw? bean stew,
and sweet plantains.

otato-cheese patties
Hf:z}nnﬂacﬁns) two eggs
(any style) and toast.

BookYour Table: 507-623-1001
t served kends 9am to 2pm
Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs. 3 to 5:30pm

Mon.-Thurs. 10am - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 10am - 10pm
632 2nd street Kenyon, MN

Tef:

www.cahillbistrobar.com

*10.00
Daily

Lunch @l]]]

Specials!

112 Main Street Wanamingo, MN
Bar Hours:
Monday-Thursday llam-10pm
Friday-Saturday 1lam-lam; Sunday llam-9pm

Kitchen Hours:
Monday-Saturday llam-9pm
Sunday llam-7m

DRINKS ¢ APPETIZERS * SANDWICHES
BURGERS ¢ SALADS ¢ WRAPS * DESSERTS

DAILY SPECIALS

Closed Mon.; Tues-Thus 11am-9pm; F1i-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm
111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN
507-634-3133 f]

MENU
OR
BUFFET

Hours: Monday: 11am-9pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-9pm

507-451-9666

1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna  South of Lowe’s  Dine In Only ® Expires May 31, 2026

With this ad

Cannot be used with other offers.

510% OFF

Scrambled Eggs, Sausage Links,
LOADED BREAKFAST POTATOES
M Homemade Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Dinner Rolls %
Tropical Glazed Ham =
Coleslaw, Variety of Fruits & Vegetables
DESSERTS

(‘ Sports Bar & Grill *)
BROASTED CHICKEN
2 Chicken Nuggets & Mini Corn Dogs S
Cheesecake Tar Tars ‘

Cost per person
Ages 11-64 $29.99
‘ Ages 6-10 & 65 & up $21.99
Ages 5 & under Free

EASTER BRUNCH BUFFET \T
Corn Ala King, '
QL‘ Garden Salad, Potato Salad, Macaroni Salad, ng
Plain, Oreo, Brownie,

Chocolate, Strawberry
Variety of Fruit Pies

W
pp Deverages are not included. 401 8th Street SE, Kasson, MN AN
VA Full Bar Available. « W
V'./ RESERVATIONS NEEDED Hours: Closed Sundays & Mondays WO
lad Tues-Wed-Thurs Noon-Close; Fri & Sat 11AM-Close ¥

1 507-634-7400

e Soups J

e Salads

e Sandwiches

e Fresh Ground Coffee

e Call [nh Order
e Groups Welcome!

Monday-Friday =
10:30am to 7pm
(later during sporting events)
Saturday 10:30am to 5pm
Closed Sundays

2
P4
A

'~

I.? DAILY SPECIALS! i,
Noon Buffet 11am to 2pm o~

5% OFF MEAL PURCHASE wimi This Ap

ORDER ONLINE!
WWW.DODGEPLAZAMORENA.COM
Sunday-Thursday 11:00am to 9:00pm
Friday-Saturday 11:00am to 10:00pm

411 W. Highway St. Dodge Center

507-374-9555

LYAY YAY YAY YAY YAY YAY VAY VAT YAY YAY TAY TAY VAT VAY VAY YAV VAY VAV

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH, DINNER

BURGERS, ESPRESSO
HOTDISH, PIZZA
ICE CREAM

TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

635 2nd Street, Kenyon
Hours:
Mon. CLOSED; Tues.-Wed.-Thurs. 11am-8pm;
Fri. 7Tam-8pm; Sat. 7Tam-2pm; Sun. 8am-8pm
507-789-1100

Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner

Generous portions,
friendly service and delicious
homestyle cooking
anytime!

30 Main Street
Dodge Center, MN 55927

Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm
507-633-3333

W fsobook

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

IDININGIROOM :
7 ays A V2R 11399011999 Din :
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

3% QLA
DYBAL DIREIASE

Arplves Mag 81, 2923, Does 2ot Inglndl: alsohol,
Mot yalld with any oiher oiize
130 2510 Si 12, Dyyaionna ° 397-413-9319
WawwApI aZaimohenascom
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Shon the
Kenyon Thrift Store
often to enjoy our
monthly variety of

discounts!

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm
Sat 10am-3pm
Closed Sundays and major holidays

530 2nd St. Kenyon
507-789-5622

* Over 40 Years Experience
* Residential

* Farm

* Commercial

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
for your next real estate transaction
or loan closing.

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN

Ph: 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Specializing in
Farm Equipment Repair
Authorized @2 Dealer

DOT Inspections/Welding

507-789-6321

AUTOSTRUCK PARTS
e ———————
Kenyon NAPA Store

507-789-5254
502 Huseth Street, Kenyon

* Machinery Storage
- Commercial

« Livestock Buildings
+ Garages

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue

651-923-4441
Lodermeiers.net

Steel, Farm Machinery,
Car Bodies, Aluminum,
Copper, Batteries,
Appliances, E-Scrap

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm
June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am
507-527-2408
www.ldrecycling.com

Largest Antique Store
in Dodge County

416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
507-635-5554
Facebook@
MantorvilleSquareAntiques

+ Tires

+ Wheel alignments

+ Steering & suspension
+ Brake repair

+ A/C maintenance

+ Batteries

641 S Main Wanamingo
507-824-2710

BASIC HANDGUN
SAFETY CLASS

For Those With No
Handgun Experience

+ Learn handgun safety
fundamentals

+ Individual classes available
+ Leam to shoot safely & properly
- You can fire a variety of handguns

NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience
CALLTO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME,
SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

907-951-1411

Full Line of Square Tuhes,
Channels, Angle,
Flat & Pines

Shearing, Cutting and
Bending
61154 190th St Dodge Center

901-314-2524

(SAVE IT
FROM
TRASH)

THRIFT STORE

26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
Saturday 9am to 5pm

DOUG AND MARY KLATT
Call us today!

507.259.2386

OVER 100 CHOCOLATE
DELICACIES HANDMADE
IN STORE!

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

Henonone

Vi " ]
7

N

Tatge
Jewelry

Awards By Tatge
Celebrating 50 Years
of Business in 2025

625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN
(507) 789-6522

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Todd Ryan
651-764-5590

tryan @flatwaterfutures.com
Goodhue, MN
Branch Office

Bruce Freerksen
(507) 273-9110

brucewithschaefferoil @gmail.com
West Concord, MN

FAHNING &
ASSOCIATES LLC.

BETH S.
FAHNING-HANGGL
AGENT #46786
Licensed Life And Health
Insurance Agent

35 West Main Street
Dodge Center, MN 55927

(507) 374-6342

Life « LTCI - Employee Benefits
Health Insurance + MNsure Certified Agency

Traxler Law
PLLC

traxlerlaw.com

Ann Traxler

Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS

o Wills, Trusts, & Estates

© Farm and Buisiness
Transition Planning

© General Practice

® Probate

502 Huseth St. Ste. C
Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420
ann@traxlerlaw.com

ApplianceRepair
All makes & models.

On-site service.
Vent cleaning.
Home or Commercial.

~Serving SE Minnesota ~

Washers, Dryers,
Dishwashers,
Refrigerators, Stoves,
Ranges, Ice Makers
& More!

Dustin Sletten = =
507-676-4406

Sl

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

PLACE
YOUR AD
(0]}
THIS PAGE

Call Terry at
507-951-7417

or
Email:

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

LARGEST

GIFT STORE

IN
SO. MN!

ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABEILA’S
INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
HOME DECOR
LAWN DECORATIONS
UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm
4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna ® View/ Like us on Facebook

507-451-5661
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THEME: SUPERHEROES
ACROSS

1. Abbreviation, abbr.

5. Corvine bird's sound

8. Aquarium dweller

Sandwich shop
Half human, half cobra in Hinduism
Blatant
Don't go
*Tony Stark, a.k.a. Man
High-quality black tea
*Leader of Guardians of the Galaxy
Research facil.
Words to live by
Leo month
Tree National Park
Period between linked activities (2 words)
Not safe in baseball
Drunk's speech?
Sitar music
Doughy snack of Jewish origin
Rage
Seize a throne
Common hosiery shade
Nom de guerre
IIWOW!II
What emergency workers do
Choice word
Young newt
Passport stamps
Vomit
*Doctor Doom's frequent ally (2 words)
Deserved consequence
One of Great Lakes
Iranian money
Like Vitruvian Man, e.g.
Prima donnas' problems
Author Murdoch
Like Regina George
" My People Go"
*Sandman can transform his body into this

DOWN

1. Pop-ups, e.g.

2. Risky business, pl.

3. Cry plaintively

4. Capital of Saudi Arabia
5.
6
7
8

Billiards bounce

. Ancient Greek marketplace
. Diagon Alley purchase

. *Captain America's team

9.

Albanian monetary units

10. Small cave

11. What Pac-Man did to strawberry

13. Largest Asian antelope

14. Poppy seed derivative

19. Just outside a fairway

22. Inflation matter

23. *Batman's arch-nemesis
24. 1/16th of a pound

25. Not shakes, as in bartender
26. " Titans, cyborgs' team
27.Lin LOL

28. Acquiesce

29.

Rubbernecker

32. Tough spot

383. *Leonardo to Michelangelo
36. *One from Krypton

38. Inuit skin boat

40. *Size-changing -Man

41.

Yeses, alt. sp.

44. Butcher's refuse
46. Trouble, in Yiddish
48. Threshold

49.

"Complete 's Guides"

50. Bid, past tense

51.

Particular region

52. Comes on a rod
58. Turkish currency
54. Been in bed
55.* Possible

58. Lysergic acid derivative, acr.

SHIMSNV NXOANS

Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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YOUR FULL SERVICE LOCAL HARDWARE STORE

# AUTOMOTIVE
¥ ELECTRICAL
¥ PLUMBING

# HARDWARE, FASTENERS, TOOLS

# HOUSEHOLD
I ELECTRICAL

I PAINT & PAINTING SUPPLIES

¥ PET & ANIMAL PRODUCTS

% VINE HAVEN HARDWARE

HOURS
MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY
8:00 AM TO 4:00 PM
WEDNESDAY 8:00 AM 1O 3:00 PM
SATURDAY 9:00 AM TO NOON
CLOSED SUNDAYS

212 N 2ND STREET, GOODHUE

651.923.4591

April 2, 2026






