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Announcements

Show Times:
Friday, April 17 at 7:00
pm and Saturday, April
18 at 2:00 and 7:00 pm
Admission:
$8 Adults; $5 Seniors
65+; $5 Children and
Students
*Doors open 30 minutes
prior to each show*

Randolph Rockets
Theatre presents
Jane Austen's Emma!

Randolph FFA Tractor Parade
Friday, April 17, 2026
Line-up will begin at 8 am at Otte Enter-

prises, 4409 Upper 291st St E, Randolph,
(enter on 290th St). All drivers need to be
registered by 8:45 am.
Donuts, coffee, and juice will be provided.

Non-tractor/trailer parking will be in the
River Country Co-op parking lot.

Courtesy of Randolph FFA
Thank you to all our supporters for a suc-

cessfulAlumni ToyAuction.We were able to
raise over $7,500 that will go towards Col-
lege/Vo-Tech Scholarship and Leadership
Grants.

Alumni Toy Auction

Courtesy of Randolph FFA
Thank you to members and parents who help to make Farmer's Breakfast a huge success.

We served over 200 breakfast plates.

Farmer's Breakfast a Success

• Tea Cup Drive:
The Randolph
Music Department
is seeking dona-
tions of teacups, of
any shape, size, or
style, for their fundraising event Tea with
the Queen. Contributions may be
dropped off at the high school any time
during school hours between now and
April 16. Contact Mrs. Sczepanski,
sczepanskij@district195.org or Mrs.
Tamayo tamayoe@district195.org for
questions.

Book Author to Visit Randolph Historical Society
Come join us onApril 19, 2026 at 1:00p.m.

for a casual and inspiring afternoon chat with
Teri Ferguson Thompson, formerly of Ran-
dolph. A past writer for the Today Magazine

and author of the biography, As I Remember.
Teri will discuss her journey immortalizing
her grandmother’s life by putting pen to
paper.

As a bonus, she
will read a few ex-
cerpts from her cur-
rent project, a novel
with Minnesota ties.
Everyone is in-

vited to attend. The
Randolph Historical
Society is located at
4374 292nd St E,
Randolph, across
from the fire hall.

Dakota City
Heritage Village
Victorian Tea

Courtesy of Dakota City Heritage Village
This is one of Dakota City’s annual fundrais-
ers and we are planning a very special tea
luncheon and visit with Lady LaVonne.
Dakota City Heritage Village’s annual Victo-
rian Tea Luncheon is scheduled for Saturday,
May 2, 2026 at Crystal Lake Golf Club in
Lakeville, MN. (continued on page 9)
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Religion

E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.
 to the

 Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger at: 
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

The Church Directory is Sponsored by:

A Sign of Healing and Life
 Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then 

 when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze 
 snake, they lived. —  Numbers 21:9

 Israel had a lot to learn about being the people of the holy and 
 faithful God. In our story today the people grew impatient with 
 God again as they traveled through the wilderness.

 They spoke against God and against Moses, saying, “Why 
 have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness?” 
 Sometimes the Lord was merciful when the people acted so 
 rebelliously, but other times, when they had gone too far, the 
 Lord sent punishment. This time the consequence for their 
 actions was a plague of venomous snakes, and a number of the 
 people died from snakebites.

 What would happen next? How would salvation appear for 
 these unfaithful people?

 In what is a preview of the saving work of Christ, a bronze 
 snake became an instrument of healing and life. Moses made a 
 bronze snake and lifted it up on a pole, and the people were told 
 to look at this snake and live. Many years later Jesus explained 
 that this miracle in the wilderness pointed to the gift of his own 
 life for us all (being lifted up on a cross—John 3:14-15). 
 Through this act of faith, we are freed from death!

 Lord, we can be so rebellious and stubborn in our resistance 
 to you. Help us to look to you and believe in Jesus, who was 
 lifted up for us. Amen.

23280 Main Street, Hampton
 (651) 437-9535

 300 West Main Street
 Cannon Falls

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
RANDOLPH BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dennis Ingolfsland
 29020 Dawson Avenue in the heart of Randolph 
 (adjacent to Randolph Public School grounds).

 Sunday School 9:00a.m.
 (children, teen, and adult classes)

 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.
 Adult Bible Study Every Wednesday at 6:00p.m.

 Questions?  Call church office 507-663-1437

CHRIST UMC

Rev. Thomas Countryman
 29470 Gaylord Ave., Cannon Falls

 507-757-8043
 www.christunitedmethodist.org

 Sunday Worship 8:30a.m.
 Sunday School 8:30a.m.

STANTON UMC

Reverend Thomas Countryman
 1020 Hwy. 19 Blvd., Stanton • 507-321-3598

 www.stantonunitedmethodist.org
 Sunday Worship at 10:15a.m.

ST. MARK’S 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pastor Lue Moua
 28595 Randolph Blvd.

 www.stmarksrandolph.com
 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m. & on Facebook

 Bible Study Tuesdays at 9:00a.m.
 & 1st Wednesday at 11:00a.m.

 WELCA 1st Wednesday at 10:00a.m.
 Questions?  Call 507-263-9182

ST. MATHIAS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
 HAMPTON

stmathias-hampton.com
 5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass
 7:30a.m. Monday Mass

 Questions? Call Mon..-Friday 651-437-9030

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, NEW TRIER
stmarys-newtrier.com
 8:00a.m. Sunday Mass
 7:30a.m. Friday Mass

 Questions? Call Mon..-Friday 651-437-9030

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
 CASTLE ROCK

9:00 a.m. Worship Service, Coffee After
 10:15 a.m. Sunday School

 Questions?  Call 507-645-0042

Business & Subscription Office:
P.O. Box 125, Dennison, MN 55018
Phone or Text: 507-649-3327

Fax: 507-645-9878
Website: www.randolphmn.com

Place your ad in the next issue of the
Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger.

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
or call 507-649-3327
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ByAshley Dudek,
founder of Isaiah Ministries, bringing
Biblical teaching to help overcome

life's everyday challenges.
www.isaiahministries.cc

The Secret
Place

When I was eighteen years old and a senior
in high school, I was committed to the hospi-
tal psych ward. I remember weeping on my
bed back at home as I grabbed my hair and
pulled on it as I cried out loud, “I want to die.
I just want to die.” The emotional pain was
ever so deep as past regrets, broken dreams,
an unstable family life, and deep loneliness
haunted me.
I walked into that hospital thinking, I don’t

belong here, even though I was self-harming,
had self-hatred, and was self-destructive. I did
not have the words back then, but there was
spiritual darkness that hovered over that place
and I wanted nothing else than to get out of
there. After my short yet dark, heavy, and
scary stay at the hospital, I was on my way
home on Highway 10 from St. Cloud to Little
Falls, and I remember looking out the window
and talking to God (Jesus). I was at ground
zero, and I needed the Lord to come into my
life fully; I needed Him to transform me. In a
roundabout way, I said, “Jesus, if you really
are that God that changes lives, you need to
come into mine.” He did. Slowly but surely
the Lord healed (and is healing) my heart,
identity, trauma, and pain.
Months went by and I soon graduated from

high school. I left for basic training with the
Air National Guard and then started Crown
college in 2003. I walked into that Christian

college with very little knowledge of the
Bible, but my heart knew the Lord.
A few weeks into college, my roommate

said she was going to go do devotions. I
didn’t know what she meant by that, so I
asked her, “What are devotions?” She then
went on to tell me it is when you spend time
with God. I knew about spending time with
God; I just didn’t know there was a name for
it. Many people call their time with Jesus de-
votions (like my roommate did), or they
might call it their quiet time; I call it the Se-
cret Place.
Some of you may be in the same spot I

was—you didn’t have the vocabulary of the
Secret Place or, in my case back in college,
the word devotions. Sometimes we know
something, but we just don’t have the termi-
nology for it, and that’s okay! Now you have
a phrase—the Secret Place—for something
you may have known about all along.
My Secret Place time in college started off

with a lot of crying, questioning, and deep
sorrow.When it was nice outside, I would go
to this one oak tree on campus that had an
opening in its trunk. I would pray my prayers
on a piece of paper and hide the paper in the
trunk of the tree. It always brought comfort
when I did that. I was so broken in college,
and I only truly felt like myself with Jesus
and I guess you could say that old oak tree.
My time with the Lord and the things I did
with Him only flourished as I matured in my
faith.
My Secret Place time grew from crying out

to the Lord to paging through the Bible. Pag-
ing through the Bible led to reading the
Bible. Reading the Bible developed to ques-
tioning things in the Bible. Questions brought
me to studying the Bible. Studying the Bible
grew to discovering revelation. Revelation
resulted in me being consumed with the
Lord. Being consumed with Jesus showed
me all the different ways to spend time with
God. Discovering the different ways to spend
time with the Lord cultivated a life with
Jesus. That cultivation taught me what the
Secret Place was, at its depth.

Although part of the Secret Place is that
“quiet time in the mornings with the Lord,” it
is so much more than that. The Secret Place
at its core is a life that remains in the hidden-
ness of Jesus. To remain in the Lord, you
spend quality time with Him and you bring
Him with you everywhere you go. To be hid-
den in Jesus means you are communing and
tapping into His love and truth beyond any-
one or anything else.
There are primarily two ways to spend time

with God: tangible ways and nontangible
ways. Tangible ways are more concrete
methods to spend time with the Lord, which
can consist of reading the Bible, studying the
Bible (there is a difference), and journaling
or saying prayers. These would also be good
examples of how to spend quality time with
the Lord. Then there will be nontangible
ways to spend time with Jesus. These are less
concrete forms of spending time with God,
such as bringing Him with you as you are
going to work, running errands, going to
school, or just doing life.
The most significant part of spending time

with Jesus as you do these tangible and non-
tangible things is conversing with Him. It’s
connecting with Him. It’s talking to Him and
having Him talk to you back. It’s an inner re-
lationship that can manifest wherever, when-
ever, at any time of the day or night.
I once heard a pastor say to a group of peo-

ple, “I want you all to say that you love Jesus
out loud.” So the audience said out loud, “I
love you, Jesus.” Then the pastor said, “Now
I want you to say, ‘I love you, Jesus,’ but I
want you to say it to yourself, in your inner
core.” He gave some time for everyone to do
this. After they said that they loved Jesus
silently within themselves, he then re-
sponded, “That is the Secret Place.” What I
imagine he meant by that remark was the
inner dialogue they just had with the Lord
(by saying they loved Jesus silently to them-
selves) was an example of what it means to
enter into the Secret Place in their inner
being.
My beloved, you can tap into the Secret

Place at any time. You just need yourself, the
Lord, and relationship. If you have a healthy
relationship with your mom or dad, a stable
walk with your siblings, and a good connec-
tion with a friend, what do you do with them
all? You visit! You have fellowship! You share
your heart and they share theirs.
Friends, that’s what we can and want to do

with the Lord. We want conversation with
Him in the inner depth of our being no matter
where we are. As we do this, we are entering
the Secret Place. However, we do not just
want to enter in; we want to stay there. If you
have not yet started talking to Jesus, do it,
then don’t stop. The Secret Place is the best
place to be and next month I will elaborate
with the benefits of dwelling there.
He who dwells in the secret place of the

Most High Shall abide under the shadow of
the Almighty. Psalm 91:1 (NKJV)
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Sarah Ellen Amy
Sarah EllenAmy, age 59, of Dundas, passed away peacefully at home on Tuesday, March

31, 2026, surrounded by the love of her family.
Sarah was born on April 30, 1966, in Rochester, Minnesota, to

Richard and Geraldine (Oldaker) Buckstead. She was raised in
Northfield, where she built the strong roots and lifelong friend-
ships that would remain important to her throughout her life.
Sarah graduated from Northfield High School and went on to at-
tend Dakota County Vo-Tech, where she earned her nursing de-
gree and began a career defined by compassion and dedication to
others.
In 1984, while working at the Red Owl Supermarket, Sarah met

Dan Amy. They were united in marriage on August 2, 1986. To-
gether they made their home in Northfield before building a house

in Dundas in 1988, where they created a warm and welcoming space filled with love,
laughter, and countless memories. It was there that they raised their two children, Brandon
and Amanda.
Sarah worked as a Licensed Practical Nurse for many years, providing thoughtful and at-

tentive care to her patients. She was employed locally with Dr. Meland and Dr. Cole in
Northfield, where she was known for her gentle manner, patience, and genuine concern for
those she served. She retired in 2017, leaving behind a legacy of kindness in her profes-
sion.
Outside of her work, Sarah found joy in the simple and creative moments of life. She

loved to read and could often be found with a good book in hand. She also enjoyed crafting
and painting, expressing her creativity in ways that brought beauty to her home and to
those around her. Sarah cherished time spent outdoors, whether camping or traveling with
her family, and she never passed up the chance for a shopping trip. One of her greatest joys
was supporting her son Brandon at his ball games, proudly cheering him on from the
stands.
Above all, Sarah treasured her role as a grandmother. She adored her grandchildren—

Matthew, Travis, Pacey, Margot, and Lucy—and found immense happiness in spending
time with them, creating special memories that will be forever cherished.
Sarah will be remembered as a loving and caring wife, mother, grandmother, and friend.

She had a gentle spirit, remarkable patience, and a selfless nature that always placed her
family first. Though she was confirmed in the Lutheran church, Sarah’s faith was deeply
personal, and she carried her spirituality in her own quiet and meaningful way. Her life was
one of quiet strength, enduring love, and deep devotion to those around her. She will be
deeply missed and lovingly remembered by all who knew her.
She is survived by her devoted husband, Dan; her children, Brandon (Natalie) of North-

field andAmanda (Ricki) of Dundas; her beloved grandchildren, Matthew, Travis, Pacey,
Margot, and Lucy; her stepmother, Methinee Buckstead of Northfield; and her siblings, Jon
(Kathy) Buckstead of Texas, Chris Buckstead of Northfield, and Brian (Numa) Buckstead
of Minnesota. She is also survived by her brothers- and sisters-in-law: David (Mary) of
Dundas, Bonnie (Randy)Asheman of Millersburg, Dallas (Rebecca) of Dennison, Darwin
(Lori) of Dennison, Jeff (Paula) of Wells, and Joe (Michelle) of Dennison, along with
many nieces, nephews, extended family members, and dear friends. Sarah was preceded
in death by her parents.
A private graveside service, followed by interment, will be at Prairie Creek Cemetery,

Northfield, Minnesota, with a public celebration of life to he announced at a future date.
Arrangements are with Bierman, Benson & Langehough Funeral Home & Crematory.

www.northfieldfuneral.com

Easter Egg Hunt in Hampton

OBITUARY

Courtesy of St. Mathias Catholic Church
Special thanks to Lori and Linda Endres, volunteers, and sponsors. A fun time was had by all.
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Community

Let’s take a break from cow talk for a mo-
ment and talk about something just as impor-
tant around a farm—the year itself.
2026 is the Year of the Horse. If you have

ever truly known a horse, that title carries a
lot more meaning than most people realize.
Now, plenty of folks like to joke and call

horses “hay burners.” To be fair they’ve
earned the nickname over the years. Horses
can eat like a fat kid in a candy store. You can
give them a full square bale of hay at night,
and by the next morning they will stare at you
like they have been starving for three days.
Nickering at you like as if they are asking
“why is breakfast late”.
But anyone who has ever really owned a

horse understands them a lot more than hay-
burning lawn ornaments.
Growing up, horses were where my imagi-

nation lived.
Long before I ever turned a key in a pickup,

a horse was the first vehicle I ever got to
drive. No gas pedal. No steering wheel. Def-
initely no insurance policy. Just a saddle, a set
of reins, and the kind of confidence only a kid
can have when they believe they’ve got
everything under control. Looking back now,
I’m pretty sure the horse was the one doing
the driving most of the time. That’s part of the
magic of horses. They let you think you’re in
charge while quietly making sure you both
make it back to the barn in one piece.
The truth is, theYear of the Horse represents

exactly what horses have always been—pow-
erhouses of strength, endurance, and heart.
Long before tractors, combines, trucks, trains,
and highways took over the countryside,
horses were the engines that built it. They
pulled the plows that turned the soil, hauled
wagons across rough country, and carried
people farther than their own two feet could
ever take them. They carried generals through
the blood and gun smoke of wars, and Native
Americans through their buffalo hunting ex-
peditions.
They weren’t just animals.

They were business partners, the best ones
too, non-speaking.
When I was younger, my horses were my

entire world. They were where worries dis-
appeared and dreams ran free. On horseback,
a simple pasture could become the open fron-
tier. A fence line turned into a trail. A kid
could become a cowboy chasing outlaws,
playing cops and robbers, exploring new
country, or racing the wind just because I
could.
Horses have a funny way of teaching les-

sons along the way. They teach us humilia-
tion. Nothing will knock your ego down
faster than a 1,200-pound animal deciding
your riding skills are not up to par, that you
are better off learning from the ground that
day. They teach patience too. Sometimes
your adventure turns into twenty minutes of
negotiating with a stubborn horse that has de-
cided the gate you want to go through is sud-
denly the most terrifying object on earth.
Lastly, they teach balance, usually the hard
way.
Now, years later, horses still carry that same

quiet magic.
Sure, nowadays there are side-by-sides, and

every machine imaginable to get across a pas-
ture. They’re faster, easier, and a whole lot
less stubborn. But none of them will ever re-
place the feeling of riding a horse down a trail
you made yourself.
A machine takes you somewhere. A horse

takes you on an adventure.
Some communities, like the Amish, still

rely on horses as their everyday transporta-
tion, living much like people did generations
ago. For others, like me, horses have become
something different. Their entertainment,
therapy, adventure, and freedom all rolled
into one.
Just go to a rodeo. That’s where horsepower

meets heart. Riders and horses working to-
gether in a dusty partnership that may only
last a few seconds but carries a tradition that’s
centuries old.
When you’re a kid, they’re your escape.

When you grow up, they become your re-
minder.
They remind you where you came from—

dusty summer evenings, long rides with no
destination, and a younger version of yourself
who believed the world was as wide open as
the pasture in front of you. Somewhere along
the way life gets busier. Jobs, responsibilities,
bills, and worries pile up higher than a winter
hay shed.
Horses have a way of bringing you back to

center.
There’s a quiet moment that happens when

you’re riding—when the only sounds are
hoofbeats, wind through the grass, and your
own thoughts finally slow down. In those
moments it’s hard not to feel like there’s
something bigger at work. The truth is, horses
teach faith in a way few things can.
When you climb into a saddle, you’re put-

ting your trust in something stronger than
you. You guide the path, but ultimately you
trust that horse to carry you safely down the
trail.
Life with God can feel a lot like that ride.
So, if 2026 really is the Year of the Horse,

maybe it’s more than just a title.
Maybe it’s a reminder.
A reminder of the strength God places in

quiet things.
A reminder of the trust it takes to follow a

path you can’t always see.
And maybe most of all, a reminder that

sometimes the best way to understand where
you’re going…is to saddle up and remember
where you started.

Farm Girl Chatter
The Year of
the Horse

By McKell Lemmerman

Wanted:
 Small Engine Repair

Experienced
 Should Have Own Tools

 We Will Pay According to 
 Experience and Work Ethic

 23449 Lewiston Blvd
 Hampton

 651-437-4660

Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law   
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice
 • Probate
 4359 Cty. 11 Blvd.
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com
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Call to schedule your appointment today!

 507-263-7000  bigservicecenter.com
 4451 Upper 291st St. E, Randolph, MN 55065

Full Service
 Auto Repair & Tires

 OIL
CHANGE 
 SPECIAL

Oil Change

 $59 99
 Up to 6 quarts.

 Some restrictions apply.  By appointment only.

 + tax

DO YOU
HAVE AN

ANNOUNCEMENT?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

They have returned. The harbingers of
spring have been spotted. In other words
the geese are back.As I am sure that I have
mentioned in the past, geese and I do not
get along.
Mostly because since I was a young child

they have taken great delight in chasing
me; well into adulthood.When I was in my
late teens and was attending community
college over in Rochester there were geese

that always hung around on campus. Those
geese chased me just about every day for
two years.
My mother thought I was exaggerating

until one day she came in to the school
when coming to get me.We were sharing a
car at the time and while walking to the car
I saw the geese coming and I asked her for
the keys. Which she gave me right before I
took off running with honking geese on my
heels.
After that she believed me that geese had

been chasing me about campus. Before
anyone says ‘well they wouldn’t have
chased you if you didn’t run from them’. I
did try that and you know what happened
they swarmed me and hissed. Have you
ever been bitten by a goose? Because I
have and it hurts more than you would
think.
With that being said as much as I dislike

geese and will go out of my way to not go
anywhere near them. I have learned one
very important thing about them that adds
a point in their favor. When they return in
the spring it usually is a good sign that win-
ter is over and it probably won’t snow
again until at least Halloween.

By RosaLin Alcoser

AMinnesotan:
Spring

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
Rocket Ship

on the
Tennessee

River

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.

Terry now splits his time between Minnesota
when its warm here and Tennessee

when it’s cold here.

fairings in an environmentally controlled set-
ting. The rockets are rolled in on semi-trailers
through the 80’ wide fold down ramp at the
aft for the ship. It is the only United States
flagged ship with the capability to transport
rockets on both rivers and open ocean. It is
powered by two General Motors G7A en-
gines developing 4,000 horsepower each and
four Caterpillar generator engines of 831
horsepower each to maintain the A/C for the
cargo hold and a 371 horsepower emergency
Caterpillar engine. The fuel capacity is
163,800 gallons of diesel.
The ship requires a crew of 16 to operate

and has living quarters, dining area, helicop-
ter pad, below deck machine shop and the
most sophisticated computers and naviga-
tional system available. The officers are as-
signed four-hour shifts while on the river and
eight hour shifts in the open sea, and two ex-
perienced river pilots come on board to guide
the boat while inland. There is a cook and as-
sistant to serve meals during the eight
day/4,336 mile one-way trip from Decatur to
Cape Canaveral Space Force Station. The

We live along the Tennessee River on the
banks of Kentucky Lake. Kentucky Lake was
formed in the 1940’s when the Tennessee Val-
leyAuthority built a lock and dam to raise the
Tennessee River to accommodate larger
barges carrying coal, steel and bulk products
on the river. The barge traffic travels all the
way to Chattanooga. Where we live, the lake
is about a mile wide. Lots of barge traffic and
fishing boats. One of my favorite activities is
to take the runabout on the river to experience
life on the water. Every day we see something
unusual. This last trip in the middle of March
was no exception.
We were heading downstream to eat lunch

at the Burger Barn at KenLakeMarina, a little
more than an hour down river. We noticed a
white object a few miles ahead on the river
and assumed it was one of the tug boats push-
ing a barge. The closer we got, the bigger it
got. I have never seen an ocean-going vessel
on the river. There are river cruise boats on
the lake but not this large. As we passed the
vessel I had to circle around and follow it,
taking a closer look. There was an orange to-
tally enclosed sea worthy lifeboat on each
side of the ship. I knew this was no river boat.
My wife looked up the name on the side and
we were surprised to discover what it actually
was.
The United LaunchAlliance Rocket Ship is

a 312’ cargo vessel that transports space
rocket components from the 1.6 million sq.
ft. production facility in Decatur, Alabama to
Cape Canaveral, Florida. It is 82’ wide and
50’ high with a draft of 15’. It weighs 9,500
tons and carriesAtlas V, Delta VI and Vulcan
Centaur boosters, second stages and payload

Rocket Ship has been in constant service
since 1999 and a 356’ sister ship has just been
built and will enter service this spring.
Now more on the sophisticated navigation

system. On August 7, 2001, the Rocket Ship
ran aground on a sand bar on the Tennessee
River and had to be freed by a tugboat. On
January 26, 2012 the Rocket Ship struck the
Eggner’s Ferry Bridge on the Tennessee
River, which is about five miles from where
we encountered the ship. The crew was oper-
ating in a recreational channel rather that the
shipping channel at the time and destroyed a
322’ section of the bridge. The pilot’s failure
to use all available navigational tools was
found to be the cause of the accident, while
ignoring two coast guard broadcasts and a
radio call from a nearby ship. The bridge built
in 1932 was scheduled for replacement and
the incident sped up the schedule for the con-
struction which was completed in 2016. Had
we known all that, we might have given the
Rocket Ship a wider berth when we passed
by.
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Randolph School

Randolph Community Education presents High School
Musical Junior!

If your current 2nd-6th grader is
interested in learning more about
theater arts and all things acting,

dancing, art, and music, our annual summer theater arts
camp is back for another summer!
Camp dates are July 13-17, with a free performance for

the community on July 17 at 2:00 pm.
Randolph Theater Arts Camp is open to all students cur-

rently in grades 2-6. Auditions will be April 29-30.
Registration and payment of $200 (payable to Randolph

Community Ed.) is due by April 29.
Please contact Director Alicia Hall at

aliciaehleringer@gmail.com or Assistant Director Deanna
Shellen at shellend@district195.org with any questions.

2026 Summer Theater Camp

Tea With The Queen April 18
The high school band and choir will be hosting a Tea Party with the Queen fundraising

event for their trip to New Orleans in March 2027.
At the event guests will enjoy a pleasing assortment of refreshments, including a spe-

cially themed cookie, finger foods, a variety of desserts, and a selection of tea, coffee, and
lemonade as well as a Souvenir Tea Cup to commemorate the experience.
Feel free to dress in the style of the Regency Era, wear your Easter best, or favorite tea

party attire thereby adding to the experience.
Tickets are $15/person can be purchased in the district office or by returning the ORDER

FORM form with payment to Mrs. Sczepanski or Mrs. Tamayo.

Community Garage Sale - Looking for Donations
May 16

The Randolph Music Department will be hosting a Community Garage Sale Event at the
high school on Saturday, May 16 from 9:00am - 2:00pm. There will be 30+ different sales
throughout both gyms selling all sorts of items! Mark your calendars now! You DO NOT
want to miss this unique fundraising event! Admission is $2 per person.
The music department will again be accepting donations of new or gently used items to

sell at the event. Donations can be dropped off at the school the week of May 11.Any do-
nations that aren’t sold at the sale will be donated to the Epilepsy Foundation or brought
to a donation center (see below)! Please make sure the items are clean and free of pet
hair.
WEARE UNABLE TOACCEPT THE FOLLOWING: Mattresses, Sofas & Large Up-

holstered Chairs, Entertainment Centers, Baby Furniture, Car Seats, Strollers, Exercise
Equipment, Monitors, Printers, Large Appliances, TV’s, Microwaves, Metal Office Fur-
niture, Gas Powered Items, Large Seasonal Items (i.e. Christmas Trees), Food Items, Toi-
letries, Bathroom Fixtures, Tires and Undergarments. Additionally, if you can't carry it in
yourself, we can't take it.
Money raised from the sale will be used to help defray costs of the music students trip

to New Orleans in March 2027. For more information about the sale or how to donate,
contact band director, Jackie Sczepanski, sczepanskij@district195.org, 507-263-2151.

House Construction Program
Build Your Dream Home in Randolph School District

Courtesy of Randolph Schools
We are excited to offer a custom built home, building or remodel opportunity!
Randolph School has built 32 homes and brings experience, craftsmanship and attention

to detail to every project. From foundation to final finishes, we handle it all - giving you
a truly turnkey home tailored to your lifestyle.
Home build would begin in August of 2026 and be completed by June 2027.
You would need to provide the lot. Preferred house size would be a 3-4 bedroom, 2-3

bathroom home. We build it for you from start to finish.
Contact us today to start planning your custom home!

Michael Kelley, Superintendent, kelleym@district195.org, 507-645-4773, ext. 204



April 9, 2026 Page 7- RANDOLPH-HAMPTON-CASTLE ROCK MESSENGER -

Randolph School

Share Your Good News with the Community!
Submit your engagement, wedding or birth announcement

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Courtesy of Randolph FFA
Congratulations to Logan

for competing in the Agri-
Science Contest. Logan
placed in the top 3 and will
learn his placing at the State
Convention on Monday
April 20th.

Ag Science - Top 3

Courtesy of Randolph FFA
Jonathan Zweber participated in the all-new Technology Empowered Careers (TEC) Conference, focused on power, structural, and technical systems and the many career pathways within

agricultural mechanics and technical industries.
Throughout the conference, students toured the John Deere Training Center, St. Paul College, The Toro Company, and more, and participated in hands-on technical skill experiences, and

connected with industry professionals during a networking reception.

Technology Empowered Careers (TEC) Conference

Courtesy of Randolph FFA
Lucy, Georgia and Natalee attended the two-day conference learning about agriculture

advocacy. They were able to join other FFAmembers at the State Capitol.

FFA Agricultural Policy Experience (APEX)

HOPE CREAMERY 
 BUTTER AVAILABLE 

 AT PARKSIDE!

 

Local has become an important part of 
 consumer’s food choices.  People like to 

 know where their food is coming from and 
 how is it produced.  Hope Creamery fits 
 that profile very well.  Our butter is made 

 using an age old process.
 Vat pasteurization, and small batch 

 quantities are churned fresh every week.

 The Hope Creamery
 makes butter the old 

 fashioned way and you
 can tell the difference. 

ATM AVAILABLE
 Mon.-Fri. 6am-8pm; Sat.-Sun. 7am-7pm

 SUMMER HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 6am-8pm
 Sat.-Sun. 7am-8pm

 230 Main St, Nerstrand
 507-332-8626

 parksidenerstrand@gmail.com

 Park side General Store
 ~ Gas & Groceries ~

 “The Little Store with More!”
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Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Randolph School / Community

Lorenzen
Named

Cannon Falls
Chamber
Director

For The Quality & Honesty You Deserve!
 Check out our website - tnprservices.com

Real Estate Sales & Leasing
 300 Oak Street, Farmington, MN 55024

Top Notch Properties
 & Realty Services

651-460-6674

Eric Ruud 
 Owner/Broker
 612-245-4382

Kim Rademacher
 Salesperson
 651-245-1800

Jeanne Werner
 Salesperson
 612-328-1893

Tony VanDeSteeg
 Salesperson
 651-336-7257

Courtesy of Randolph School
We enjoyed workshops, speakers and everything Family, Career, Community Leaders

of America has to offer! It was great weekend to mix and mingle with chapters from all
over the state!

FCCLA State Conference

The Cannon Falls Chamber of Commerce
announced Keri Lorenzen as its new Cham-
ber Director. Lorenzen started her position
February 23rd. Lorenzen is a Randolph na-
tive and Graduate.
Lorenzen replaces Maggie Wilson, after

Wilson left the position earlier this winter.
Wilson had been in the role since the winter
of 2023. Lorenzen stated she was looking for
something different when she applied for the
position. She attended Minnesota State Uni-
versity-Mankato where she earned her mar-
keting degree.
She then worked in banking in Red Wing

and Cannon Falls. She also worked in mar-
keting for the U of M, did some freelance
work and her most recent position was with
Optum. Members of the chamber board stated
that both being a local resident, knowing the

Keri Lorenzen
area and her marketing background made
Lorenzen a great match for the position.



April 9, 2026 Page 9- RANDOLPH-HAMPTON-CASTLE ROCK MESSENGER-

Neighbors

Dakota City
Heritage
Village

Victorian Tea
(continued from page 1)

This special event is an afternoon dedicated
to celebrating and appreciating the incredible
women in our lives.
Friends and relatives are invited to congre-

gate in tea attire to appreciate an era gone by
which includes a four-course meal with tea
and entertainment. All ages are welcome!
This is a great day to bring Mom, Grand-
mother, and Grandchildren together.Aproper
tea is a healing ritual between friends and
family where trust, empathy, love and friend-
ship abide.

Vendors Invited!
The IMCAOld Timers & Dakota City Heritage Village SwapMeet &Vintage Sale is Sat-

urday, May 9th. Vendors are welcome to sell their wares! See flyer for details or contact
info@dakotacity.org.

Seating starts at 11:30 am with the tea
luncheon starting at 12 noon. Crystal Lake
Golf Club is located at 16725 Innsbrook
Drive, Lakeville, MN.
Ticket sales for groups of 7 without a cos-

tumed hostess or 8 with a costumed hostess at
your table, are available. Please call our of-
fice if you have any questions. (651) 460-
8050 Please note: Tables at the facility now
seat 8 not 10.
All proceeds benefit Dakota City Heritage

Village.
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BREAKFAST
 SATURDAY
 & SUNDAY

 9:00AM
 TO 11:30AM

Check Our Facebook Page for Daily Specials
 and Weekend Entertainment!

4354 292nd St E, Randolph  •   507-646-0107
 rbar.randolph@gmail.com

 Monday 3:00pm-9:00pm; Tuesday-Thursday 11:00am-11:00pm
 Friday 11:00am-1:00am; Saturday 9:00am-1:00am; Sunday 9:00am-9:00pm

SUNDAY, APRIL 12 EUCHRE TOURNEY AT NOON!  (Must sign up in advance)

 MONDAY - ALL DAY HAPPY HOUR!  OPEN 3-9PM

AND
VIRTUAL
RACES!

Friday, April 10
 8:00PM

 LIVE MUSIC!
 Rob Wood

 Saturday, April 11
 8:00PM

 LIVE MUSIC!
 The Biscuits

 Sunday, April 12
 1:00-4:00PM

 LIVE MUSIC!
 Mike Poot

507-757-8852
 WWW.RENNERROOFINGMN.COM

AASSPPHHAALLTT && AAGGAASSPPHHAALLTT && AAGGASPHALT & AG
SSTTEEEELL RROOOOFFIINNGGSSTTEEEELL RROOOOFFIINNGGSTEEL ROOFING

SSIIDDIINNGGSSIIDDIINNGGSIDING

WWIINNDDOOWWSSWWIINNDDOOWWSSWINDOWS
RROOOOFFIINNGGRROOOOFFIINNGGROOFING

&& EEXXTTEERRIIOORRSS&& EEXXTTEERRIIOORRSS& EXTERIORS
DDOONNEE RRIIGGHHTTDDOONNEE RRIIGGHHTTDONE RIGHT

EEXXPPEERRTT RROOOOFFIINNGG SSOOLLUUTTIIOONNSSEXPERT ROOFING  SOLUTIONS
MMaasstteerr RRooooffiinngg CCoonnttrraaccttoorrss SSeerrvviinngg SSoouutthheerrnn MMiinnnneessoottaaMaster Roofing Contractors Serving Southern Minnesota
aanndd WWeesstteerrnn WWiissccoonnssiinnand Western Wisconsin

Family Owned & Operated
 MN LIC BC735974
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Community

Following a  FREE AND THOROUGH EVALUATION,
our expert project managers and craftsmen
 will bring your vision to life, enhancing your

 home’s curb appeal.

PROUDLY SERVING GOODHUE, DODGE, RICE, DAKOTA, OLMSTED, STEELE AND WABASHA COUNTIES

STEVE KING
 612-698-9547

JEFF AMY
 507-363-3652

 TIGE WALKER
 507-323-0319

 WHY CHOOSE US?
 At ProBuilt Construction, we were founded 

 on the belief that homeowners deserve 
 better - better quality, better service,

 and a better experience.

 SERVICES
 ROOFING
 Whether your roof has aged over time or 
 suffered damage from Minnesota’s weather, the 
 ProBuilt team will deliver dependable, 
 professional roofing solutions tailored to your 
 home and budget.

 SIDING
 ProBuilt offers comprehensive siding solutions 
 from evaluation to installation, enhancing your 
 home’s protection, value, and curb appeal.

 WINDOWS
 As a Marvin Windows 
 Certified installer, we’ve 
 been selected for our 
 commitment to 
 excellence and ability to 
 deliver a smooth, high-quality experience.

 GUTTERS
 We provide expert gutter installation to 
 keep your home protected from water 
 damage.  Preserve your home’s foundation, 
 landscaping, and exterior for years to come.

 FIRE & WATER 
 RECONSTRUCTION
 Let’s return your damaged house to your beloved home.  When fire 
 or water damage hits your home, everything stops.  The disruption is 
 immediate, overwhelming, and deeply personal.  We understand the 
 impact on you and your family, and we’re ready to help you move 
 forward, one step at a time.  Whether repairing fire-damaged 
 structures or addressing water intrusion, we create a custom plan to 
 return your property to its pre-loss condition with lasting results.

 SOLAR
 We’re proud to offer 
 clean, efficient solar 
 solutions in partnership 
 with Powerfully Green Solar, a local installer 
 with over 15 years of experience.

1359 BLUFF ST, DUNDAS, MN 55019
 BC807868

 CONTACT US!

 info@probuiltmn.com  www.probuiltmn.com

507-200-1545

NOW HIRING
 In Randolph, MN

 $1000 sign on bonus!

Employment@CambriaUSA.com
 CambriaUSA.com/Careers

• Heavy Equipment Operator
 • Large Equipment Maintenance
 • Maintenance Technician
 • More Positions Available

Mother’s Day Brunch
 Sunday, May 10 th • Serving 9:00a.m.-3:00p.m.

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 
 Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM

 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
 Bar Open Later

 507-645-9992  •  www.firesidelounge.net

 Call 507-645-9992 for Reservations
 - Reservations Highly Suggested -

 - JOIN US FOR OUR SPECIAL BREAKFAST AND BRUNCH MENU -
 Regular Menu Available 3:00-Close MOTHER’S DAY

WEEKEND
AVOID THE RUSH...YOU CAN CELEBRATEWITH MOM FRIDAYOR SATURDAY

TOO!
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Health &Wellness

The prevalence of high blood pressure
(HBP) among children and youth has nearly
doubled over the past two decades, rising
from 3.4% in 2000 to 6.5% in 2020, accord-
ing to The Lancet Child &Adolescent Health.
Once considered an adult issue, HBP is now
a growing concern in pediatric settings, class-
rooms, and playgrounds. This alarming trend
raises questions about whether children are
genuinely becoming sicker or if expanded di-
agnostic criteria are contributing to the surge.
Factors such as changes in diet, sleep pat-
terns, stress levels, physical activity, and en-
vironmental influences are believed to play a
significant role in this increase.
A pivotal moment came in 2017 when the

By Shauna Burshem, D.C.

Children’s
Blood Pressure

On The Rise

but also increasing the number of children
classified as hypertensive. This underscores
the urgent need for prevention-focused ap-
proaches, such as promoting balanced diets,
regular physical activity, and stress manage-
ment, to combat this growing health crisis
and ensure better outcomes for future gener-
ations.
Resistance Training Shown To Improve

Brain Function: -intensite resistance work-
outs have been shown to enhance cognitive
function by improving reaction times without
compromising accuracy. These exercises
boost inhibitory control, working memory,
and brain-processing speed, as evidenced by
faster P3 latency signals. Such cognitive ben-
efits are attributed to the brain's ability to up-
date information more efficiently and
coordinate attention-related networks effec-
tively. This is particularly useful for tasks re-
quiring focus, multitasking, or quick
decision-making.
The cognitive improvements from resist-

ance training are likely linked to temporary
increases in systolic blood pressure during
exercise. This enhances blood flow and neu-
ral efficiency, allowing the brain to process
information faster and more effectively.
These physiological changes make resistance
workouts a powerful tool for sharpening
mental acuity, especially when incorporated
into daily routines. Even a single session can
yield immediate benefits, making it a practi-
cal strategy for boosting mental performance
on busy or demanding days.
Children and teenagers also experience cog-

nitive gains from resistance training, with
small but consistent improvements in cogni-

tion, classroom behavior, and academic per-
formance. These benefits are particularly pro-
nounced in youth with lower baseline
muscular fitness, highlighting the importance
of strength training for overall development.
For adults, maintaining 40 to 60 minutes of
strength training weekly is optimal for
longevity, as excessive lifting can diminish
benefits and even negatively impact mortality
outcomes.Whether you're looking to enhance
cognitive function, improve physical health,
or support long-term well-being, resistance
training proves to be a versatile and effective
solution.
*Information and opinions expressed in this article are

those of the author and may not reflect those of The Mes-
senger.

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) up-
dated its blood pressure guidelines. These
changes aligned adolescent thresholds with
adult standards and simplified diagnostic cat-
egories, leading to millions of previously
“healthy” teens being reclassified as at-risk or
hypertensive. For younger children, the recal-
ibration of percentiles using only normal-
weight peers effectively lowered the
thresholds for diagnosis. While these updates
made it easier to identify HBP, they also ex-
panded the number of children falling into el-
evated or hypertensive categories, sparking
debate about the implications of this broader
diagnostic net.
The rise in HBP among children is linked to

a combination of medical and lifestyle factors.
While some cases stem from underlying con-
ditions like kidney or heart problems, dia-
betes, or genetic predisposition, research
highlights poor diets, obesity, physical inac-
tivity, and sedentary lifestyles as primary driv-
ers, particularly in older children. These
lifestyle shifts, coupled with increased stress
and environmental changes, have created a
perfect storm for rising blood pressure levels.
Despite this, prevention efforts often lag be-
hind, with new medications frequently prior-
itized over strategies to address root causes
and promote healthier habits.
High blood pressure in children, though

often silent, poses significant long-term risks,
including cardiovascular and kidney compli-
cations. The 2017 AAP guidelines replaced
the term “prehypertension” with “elevated
blood pressure” and adopted fixed adult cut-
points for adolescents, simplifying diagnosis

Take a drive in the country and shop in our log cabin
 filled with crafts and antiques!

Potpourri Mill Log Cabin
Lori and Darwin Amy

2290 County 49 Blvd., Dennison, MN
Email: cabincrew@frontiernet.net

or call 507-649-1009

Garden Thyme
 Craft Show

 Thursday, May 7 • Friday, May 8 • Saturday, May 9
 Sunday, May 10

 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Garden Thyme
 Craft Show

 Thursday, May 7 • Friday, May 8 • Saturday, May 9
 Sunday, May 10

 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

FREELANCE
 WRITER WANTED

Duties include covering feature and human 
 interest stories and upcoming events in the 

 Messenger coverage area.
 Will also work with content production for 

 future on-line distribution.
 Pay negotiable and based on experience.

 Qualified applicants will possess:

 Email resume and sample of work to: hometownmessenger@gmail.com 
 or call Terry at 507-951-7417

 • Ability to work with deadlines
 • Great people skills
 • Knowledge of/access to a computer
 • Enjoy small town atmosphere
 • The ability to work some night hours as needed for editorial
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Health &Wellness

Like many of you, I have had friends and
relatives diagnosed with cancer and have
walked with them through their journeys of
chemotherapy, radiation treatments, surgery
and the loss of life. Cancer is the second
leading cause of death in the USA, exceeded
only by heart disease. In December of 1971,
President Nixon signed into law the National
Cancer Act declaring a “war on cancer.”
The estimated deaths from cancer in the
United States in 1970 was 330,000 as re-
ported in the Cancer Statistics report of 1970.
Compare that to 618,120 estimated cancer
deaths in 2025 according to the Cancer Facts
and Figures report of 2025. On theAmerican
Cancer Society website, the article headline
states 1 in 3 Americans will be diagnosed
with cancer in their lifetime. In research
compiled by Provectus, 1.5% of the popula-
tion in 1971 lived with cancer. Compare that
to roughly 5.4% of the population that is liv-
ing with cancer in 2026. This “war on can-
cer” does not seem to be making significant
advances. After all these years, why have
we not seen more progress towards a solution
to cancer? What options can be considered?
Since 1971, billions of dollars have been

spent researching various types of cancer and
the possible treatments to eliminate them.
Chemotherapies have been developed that
target weak points of cancer cells but can
also weaken healthy cells resulting in a loss
of stamina and vigor during treatment. Radi-
ation treatments have been developed that
can target cancer cells with laser precision
but can also cause damage to nearby healthy
cells. Surgery can remove cancer tumors but

does not get to the cause of why the cancer
growth started in the first place. An entire in-
dustry has been developed around the treat-
ment and care of cancer without significant
change in stopping cancer. The cause of can-
cer does not seem to be identified by this in-
dustry.
Cancer is a global problem, not just an

American problem. The International
Agency for Research on Cancer has devel-
oped a database collecting information from
185 centers around the world to understand
the global severity of cancer. A 2020 report
using this database identified breast cancer
and lung cancer as the most common around
the world followed by colon and prostate can-
cer. From the year-by-year data collected,
many researchers are predicting the number
of cancer cases to nearly double by 2040.
Nature Medicine journal published an arti-

cle in February of 2026 using the same data-
base to determine what factors are
contributing to these increased cancer rates.
The researchers found that 44% of cancers
were associated with lifestyle factors that
could be modified. The lifestyle factors most
clearly associated with cancer were smoking,
infections, and alcohol. Smoking and alco-
hol are clearly personal choices that when re-
duced help improve health and the immune
system resulting in reduced infections.
A healthy immune system is an important

key to fighting cancer cells. According to Dr.
Thomas Seyfried, research into cancer cells
has been focusing on the genetics of cancer
and not on the how cancer cells process en-
ergy. In his 2012 book, “Cancer as a Meta-
bolic Disease,” Dr. Seyfried outlines how
targeting the energy process of cancer cells
may help us to finally identify solutions to
conquer cancer. Stated another way, the stan-
dard American diet with an abundance of
seed oils, refined flour, and sweeteners pro-
duces an energy pathway that promotes ex-
cess weight and cancer growth. A healthy
immune system is promoted with fresh,
whole foods prepared without preservatives.
A healthy immune system will generate a
healthy weight, reduce inflammation, and
help eliminate cancer cells.
On Saturday, May 2, there is an opportunity

to learn more about holistic cancer treatment
at the Northfield Holistic Health Summit.
This annual event brings together community
members to listen to local professional health
practitioners, meet health vendors, and enjoy
a delicious catered lunch. The theme this
year is “Cancer and Immune Health,” with
seven practitioners, 20 vendors, and many at-
tendees. For more information on the agenda
and tickets, check out the web page
https://www.nutritionproportion.net/health-
summit or scan the QR code with this arti-
cle.
Contact me to discuss your health goals for

the coming year. Nutrition is designed for
healing. I can help you reach greater health
freedom in 2026. Contact me at nutritionpro-
portion@gmail.com, or check out my website
at www.nutritionpro-
portion.net
*Information and opin-

ions expressed in this arti-
cle are those of the author
and may not reflect those of
The Messenger.

By Noel Aldrich, PhD, CNS
Licensed Nutritionist

CancerApril events, happenings and goings on at 

 WildWood!
 315 Main Street | Nerstrand

 Monday Night Yoga
 Mondays, April 13, 20, 27 | 6-7pm
 $12/each or pre-pay $40 for all four classes
 This series is perfect for those who have always been curious, 
 for those who have more experience AND for those who have 
 none at all. Old, young, flexible or stiff :
 Yoga Flow is for every body!

 Spring Cookie Decorating Class
 Saturday, April 11 | 11am | $50
 Hosted by Kari of Sweet Q’s Cookie Co
 Join us as to decorate your very own spring themed cookies 
 with everything you need to learn and some basic skills to 
 decorate with royal icing. Perfect for beginners or anyone 
 looking to enhance their skills!

 Women in Business Networking Group
 Tuesday, April 14 | 9am | no charge
 Bring your own coffee and come mingle and learn about other 
 women-owned/managed local businesses.

 Learn to Sew w/Cindy
 Tuesday, April 21 | 6-8pm | $40*
 Bring your own sewing machine and receive basic sewing 
 instructions; from how to properly set up your machine to 
 cutting fabric to any questions you may have! This class will 
 be limited to keep the size intimate, so register sooner than 
 later!

 Table Runner Class w/Cindy
 Wednesday, April 22 | 6-8pm | $30*
 Come and learn how to sew your own table runner with 
 hands-on instructions in a fun learning atmosphere!
 *sign up for BOTH Wednesday Night Learn to Sew AND the 
 Table Runner Class and receive a $10 discount!

 Pop-Up Fabric Shop
 Friday, April 24 | 9am-1pm
 Yards, fat quarters, quilters fabric, Table Runner Kits and 
 more!

 Sewing Retreat Weekend
 Friday, April 24-Sunday, April 26
 $125 for the whole weekend
 open to all skill levels
 Sign up for a weekend of sewing, laughing, creating and
 DO-ing! Bring your sewing machine and whatever other 
 materials you need to spread out and create. Work on your 
 own projects, bring something you need help with and/or 
 UFO’s! Enjoy small -optional- impromptu classes and kits 
 throughout the retreat; light snacks, coffee and tea provided.

 Paint and Plant
 Thursday, April 30 | 6pm
 $30+ depending upon project choice
 Hosted by Erin of Mosaic Filled Life
 Everything you need to create some super cool painted pots 
 and fill them with a plant from a local nursery!

 The Sacred Bloom Experience : A Spring 
 Immersion to Nurture What’s Ready to Bloom
 Saturday, May 2 | 9am-5pm | $167
 Hosted by Maria of MVR Healing and
 Julie of Willow River Yoga
 Treat yourself to a full-day retreat devoted to renewal, self-
 expression and intentional growth.

 And don’t forget to mark your calendars and join us for 
 WildWoods’ May Market on Saturday, May 9 from 9am-1pm!

 More information and event tickets available online at 
 wildwoodofnerstrand.com/happenings
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Rural Routes

Castle Rock 
 Agency

 27925 Danville Avenue
 Castle Rock, MN

 Phone: 651-463-7590
 Email: 

 michelle.kreisler@castlerockbank.net

 Nelson 
 Agency
 119 4th Street

 Cannon Falls, MN
 Phone: 507-263-3812

 Email:
 info@nelsoninsurancecf.com

 Freeberg 
 Agency

 100 4th Street North
 Cannon Falls, MN

 Phone: 507-263-4276
 Email:

 info@freebergins.com

 Ins Brokers of  
 Cannon Falls
 106 4th Street North
 Cannon Falls, MN

 Phone: 507-263-5100
 Email:

 v.dungan@insurancebrokersmn.com

 Northfield 
 Agency

 711 Division Street S
 Northfield, MN

 Phone: 507-645-8861
 Email:

 nfldins@hotmail.com

 Haggerty 
 Agency

 1206 North Frontage Road
 Hastings, MN

 Phone: 651-437-5410
 Email:

 service@juliehaggerty.com

 Flom Agency
 118 4th Street North
 Cannon Falls, MN

 Phone: 507-263-2020
 Email:

 connie@flomins.com

COMMUNITY GROWN 
 INSURANCE

 We’ve Got Your
 Family’s Back

 Personalized insurance solutions 
 to protect your family’s future
 and security, no matter what.

www.vsgmi.com   

Anhydrous
Safety Should

Be a
Top Priority
this Spring

By Minnesota Dept. of Agriculture

The MDA reminds farmers and applicators
to stay vigilant when working with NH3
St. Paul, Minn.: As spring fieldwork ramps

up across Minnesota, many farmers and ap-
plicators will soon begin applying anhydrous
ammonia (NH3). With tight weather win-
dows and increasing pressure to get into
fields, the Minnesota Department ofAgricul-
ture (MDA) urges everyone who handles
NH3 to make safety their top priority. Acci-
dents involving anhydrous ammonia can re-
sult in severe, life�threatening injuries when
proper precautions are not followed.
“Spring fieldwork moves quickly, and we

know farmers and applicators are working
hard to make the most of every weather win-
dow,” said Thom Petersen, Minnesota Com-
missioner of Agriculture.
The MDA offers the following safety re-

minders for farmers, applicators and those
performing equipment maintenance:
Always wear appropriate goggles and

gloves; never wear contact lenses around

NH3.
Keep at least 5 gallons of clean emergency

water easily accessible at all times.
Assume all hoses and lines contain product

and use caution when connecting or discon-
necting.
Stand upwind when connecting, disconnect-

ing, bleeding lines, or transferring product.
When stopping work or disconnecting

equipment, close valves, bleed lines, discon-
nect, and secure hoses. Handle hose-end

valves by the valve body only.
Whenever possible, place equipment away

from homes, people, and livestock.
Safe transport of anhydrous ammonia is

equally important.When towing a nurse tank,
operators should drive no faster than 30 miles
per hour, display a clean and visible
slow�moving vehicle emblem, and secure

the tank with two independent safety chains
in addition to the standard hitch pin and clip.
If an accident or spill occurs, call 911 im-

mediately. Then contact the Minnesota Duty
Officer at 800-422-0798 or 651-649-5451.
More information on anhydrous ammonia

safety, storage, and transportation is available
on the MDAwebsite.
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Public Safety

Severe
Weather

Awareness
Week

From start
 to finish,
 we do the 

 entire project.
 Kitchens • Living Rooms

 Fireplaces • Floors
 Closets • Bathrooms

 New Projects • Remodels
 Barns • Roofs

 Siding • Garages
 Pole Sheds

 Wood Doc Construction
 Emery and John Maher

 507-271-4200
 www.wooddocconstruction.com

 Dennison, MN
 Lic. #BC628191

Roll Off Units for Commercial & Residential Use
 10 Yard to 30 Yard Sizes

 651-437-1398We service
Dakota and Goodhue

Counties

Custom Hauling
Available

Severe Weather Awareness Week in Min-
nesota is April 13-17, 2026, with Thursday,
April 16th, designated as the statewide Tor-
nado Drill day.
Special emphasis is placed on preparedness

for severe weather during the late afternoon
and early evening when there is the highest
probability for storm activity.
Be prepared ahead of time. Families are

strongly encouraged to plan where to take
shelter and what items to have with them. At
the sound of the siren, move your family to
your safe area (basement or windowless in-
terior room) until the siren has stopped. (All
Clear signals are an urban legend and are not
sent out.)
When severe weather threatens, listen to

the latest forecast by way of television, local
radio or your favorite weather app. Keep a
watchful eye toward the sky, and consider
postponing your outdoor activities. Keep a
National Weather Service (NWS) NOAA
Weather Radio in your home or business to

receive tone-alerted warnings from NWS.
These relatively inexpensive radios can be
purchased at most Wal-Mart or Best Buy
stores.
If you’re traveling, always learn the name

of the county you are in because the NWS is-
sues tornado and severe thunderstorm warn-
ings on a countywide basis. Be aware of the
severity of summer storms. Know the dif-
ference between a watch and a warning. Re-
member, a severe thunderstorm or tornado
watch means weather conditions are favor-

able for a severe thunderstorm or tornado to
develop. A warning means a severe thunder-
storm or a tornado is occurring, is highly im-
minent or already on the ground.
Stay away from windows. Go into a base-

ment or lower level, or interior hall or closet.
A bathtub can also be used as a last resort.
Get out of mobile homes, large auditoriums
or large warehouses. If outdoors or in a motor
vehicle, lie flat in a roadside ditch, ravine, or
culvert, and cover your head with your arms.
It’s safer than staying in your vehicle.



Page 16 April 9, 2026- RANDOLPH-HAMPTON-CASTLE ROCK MESSENGER -

Public Safety

Ask
A Trooper
By Sgt. Troy Christianson,
Minnesota State Patrol

Question: The longer I’ve been driving the
more issues I see on the highway. I’m cer-
tain there are a number of people that don’t
understand on-ramps and merging onto the
freeway. Can you talk about that?
Answer: Entering the freeway. Entry ramps

are short, one-way roads that provide access
to freeways. At the end of most entry ramps,
there is an acceleration lane that allows you to
increase your speed to safely merge with traf-
fic already on the freeway.
To avoid disrupting traffic flow or cutting

off other drivers when you merge, adjust your
speed to match the vehicles already on the
freeway. You must yield to other vehicles
when merging. Use your turn signal to let
other drivers know your intention. Watch for
an opening in the nearest traffic lane and
merge into the flow of traffic when you can
do so safely.
Do not stop on the ramp or in the accelera-

tion lane unless it is absolutely necessary. Do
not force your way into the lane of traffic.
Question: I enjoy reading your column in

the weekly newspaper. I have a question I
hope you can address. We’ve had some
heavy fog recently and I get frustrated with
the vehicles that do not have their lights on.
Sometimes the headlights are on and the
rear lights are not. What is the advice/law in
using your lights during the daytime when

there is fog/rain/snow?
I think in the newer vehicles, the owners

don’t check if the lights are on thinking they
automatically come on under those condi-
tions. More often than not my 2025 Subaru
does not have any lights on, at least in the
early stages of lower vision conditions. I
look at my dashboard and can see if the head-
lights are on via the instrument lights. Then
I go outside to the rear and sometimes the
rear lights are not on.
The best way I have found is to get to know

your vehicle switches and lights. So, when I
am parked, I can try the different positions
on the switch to see exactly what lights are
coming on. If the light conditions haven’t
triggered the auto lights, I can manually turn
them on. In general, I keep the switch in the
position of headlights and running lights
(rear lights included) automatically coming
on when light conditions warrant coming on.
They automatically turn off when the car is
turned off.
Thank you for addressing my question.
Answer: Thank you for the question and

you bring up a lot of good advice and points.
Your headlights and taillights must be turned
on at sunset and used until sunrise. Use them
during weather conditions that include rain,
snow, hail, sleet or fog, and any time you
cannot clearly see the road ahead for at least
500 feet.
People often fail to turn on their headlights

in rain and fog due to a false sense of secu-
rity, over-reliance on automatic light sensors
that don’t always activate, and the mistaken
belief that lights are only for seeing, rather
than being seen. Other factors include con-
fusion with daytime running lights (DRLs)
and simply forgetting.
Key reasons for this dangerous habit in-

clude:
• Misunderstanding of Purpose: Many driv-

ers do not realize that in the rain, headlights
are crucial to make their vehicle visible to
others, especially from the rear.
•Automatic System Failure:Auto-light sen-

sors often do not register daytime, overcast,

or rainy conditions as "dark enough" to acti-
vate headlights.
• Dashboard/DRL Confusion: Modern

dashboards are often always lit, leading driv-
ers to mistakenly believe their headlights are
on.
• Habit/Forgetfulness: Drivers often forget

to manually activate lights if they are used to
automatic systems.
• Ineffective DRLs: While Daytime Run-

ning Lights are on, they often do not activate
rear tail lights, making the car invisible from
behind.
Question: Even with laws I still see a lot of

motorists driving distracted. Can you get a
reminder out there?
Answer: Driver distraction or inattention is

a leading factor in crashes in Minnesota, ac-
counting for at least 25 percent of all crashes
annually. Distracted drivers fail to recognize
potential hazards on the road and react more
slowly to traffic conditions, decreasing their
margin of safety.
Types of driver distraction:
• Visual: Looking away from the road.
• Mechanical/physical: Taking hands off

the wheel.
• Cognitive: Being “lost in thought.”
Distractions inside the vehicle can include

activities such as: using a cell phone, using a
GPS, reaching for items, eating and drinking,
adjusting the radio, talking to other passen-
gers, and reading maps and other materials.
Even when you are watching the road, be-
haviors such as looking at a crash scene or
daydreaming can divert attention from your
driving responsibilities. For safety, give the
task of driving your full attention at all times.

Certain driver behaviors are illegal on Min-
nesota roads. These include using a cell phone
or wireless computer device for text messag-
ing, emailing or accessing the internet while
driving, including while stopped in traffic.
Drivers under age 18 with an instruction per-
mit or provisional license are prohibited from
using a cell phone, whether handheld or
hands-free, except to call 911 in an emer-
gency. It is also illegal to wear headphones or
earphones in both ears simultaneously to lis-
ten to a radio or other sound-producing de-
vice.
You can avoid a ticket — and a crash — if

you simply buckle up, drive at safe speeds,
pay attention and always drive sober. Help us
drive Minnesota Toward Zero Deaths.
If you have any questions concerning traffic

related laws or issues in Minnesota send your
questions to Sgt. Troy Christianson – Min-
nesota State Patrol at 2900 48th Street NW,
Rochester MN 55901-5848. (Or reach him at,
Troy.Christianson@state.mn.us)

Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

Fertilizer • Seed
 Soil Sampling • Chemicals

 Custom Application
 Field Scouting

 Bulk, LP,
 Gas and Diesel Fuel

“Established 1935”
April showers are just around the corner – and so is

the month-long Distracted Driving campaign! The
awareness and enforcement campaign that kicks off
April 1 will run through April 30.
While taking your eyes off the road or hands off the

steering wheel present obvious risks, activities that
take a driver's mind away from driving are just as
risky. They can include daydreaming, putting atten-
tion toward something outside of the vehicle, eating,
reaching for items, changing music, and dealing with rowdy passengers or kids. Distracted
driving is anything that takes your attention away from the road.
Distractions of any kind are all potentially deadly:
Visual distraction - looking away from the road.
Physical distraction - taking your hands off the wheel to do something else.
Cognitive distraction - being lost in thought.
Using electronic devices combines all of these elements - like texting or snapchatting

while driving.
Be part of the solution when it comes to distracted driving. Start by setting a good ex-

ample for your kids or anyone in the vehicle by parking the phone. Then take a moment
to sync your music and confirm your route so your focus stays on the road.And when you
feel the urge to reach for a distraction, think about how it feels to share the road with
someone who isn't paying attention.

Together, we can drive Minnesota toward zero deaths.

There Is No Distracted Driving Lane.
Drive Smart.



April 9, 2026 Page 17- RANDOLPH-HAMPTON-CASTLE ROCK MESSENGER -

Local Government
Hampton City Council Meeting
February 17, 2026
The Hampton City Council met on Tuesday,

February 17, 2026, at Hampton City Hall for
the Regularly Scheduled Meeting. Present
were Mayor John Knetter and Council Mem-
bers Jerry Huddleston and David Luhring.
Nick Russell was absent. Also present were
Erica O’Connor – appointed to fill the re-
mainder of CouncilmemberAnthony Verch’s
term, Brad Fisher of Bolton & Menk, Chris
Meyer, treasurer, and two members of the
Randolph-Hampton Fire Department.
Regular Meeting Called to Order – Mayor

Knetter called the regular meeting to order at
7:00pm.
Disclosure of Interest – Mayor Knetter

noted that he is a member of the Fire Depart-
ment and would abstain from participating in
any voting regarding matters involving the
Randolph-Hampton Fire Department.
Approval of January 20, 2026 Special Hear-

ing, Public Hearing, and Regular Meeting
Minutes – Motion by Luhring, seconded by
Huddleston, to approve the January 20, 2026
special hearing, public hearing, and regular
meeting minutes.All voted in favor. None op-
posed. Motion passed 3-0.
Approval of Disbursements - Motion by

Luhring, seconded by Huddleston, to approve
the disbursements. All voted in favor. None
opposed. Motion passed 3-0.
Public Comments: None
Petitions, Requests, and Communications:

Chris Meyer presented the 2025 Treasurer’s
Financial Summary, explaining that it is the
required annual report providing an overview
of monthly balances, including the checking
account and Diamond Money Market ac-
counts, with details on deposits, interest, dis-
bursements, and transfers throughout the
year. He also reviewed the City’s escrow ac-
counts, noting that the landscaping and
stormwater escrow primarily consists of ac-
cumulated interest from prior years and is
used to hold deposits for new development
landscaping requirements until those obliga-
tions are met. Meyer reported that the

Lemons Rayspark escrow, related to the
oversizing of a water main serving the
Rayspark area, will be addressed at a future
meeting, with plans to notify the responsible
party and return the remaining funds.
Meyer also provided an update on the draft

financial statements for the year ending De-
cember 31, 2025, noting that a preliminary
cash-basis draft had been submitted prior to
the February 14 deadline. He explained that
additional schedules and accrual-based state-
ments—including accounts receivable, ac-
counts payable, enterprise fund reporting for
water and sewer, and fixed asset deprecia-
tion—will be completed and presented at the
March meeting before final submission to
the State Auditor by March 31. The Council
thanked Meyer for the update and his work
to keep the City in compliance.
The Council then considered filling the va-

cant council seat and reviewed the applica-
tion submitted by Erica O’Connor. Mayor
Knetter noted that O’Connor was the only
applicant and provided background informa-
tion, stating that she has lived in the city for
over twenty years, assists with bookkeeping
for her family’s local auto repair business,
and would provide representation from the
240th Street area of the city. Council mem-
bers briefly discussed the appointment, and
Mayor Knetter expressed his recommenda-
tion for O’Connor. Motion by Luhring, sec-
onded by Huddleston, to appoint Erica
O’Connor to fill the remainder of Anthony
Verch’s council term. The motion passed
unanimously. O’Connor was then adminis-
tered the oath of office by the City Clerk and
took her seat with the Council.
The Randolph-Hampton Fire Chief pre-

sented a request for approval to purchase a
used air compressor and four air cylinders
for Station Two, explaining that the depart-
ment’s current compressor cannot fully pres-
surize the upgraded air packs installed in
2020, leaving approximately ten percent of
cylinder capacity unused. The estimated cost
for the remanufactured equipment is
$15,000, compared to approximately
$36,000–$37,000 for a new unit, and the pur-
chase would leave about $13,500 remaining
in the department’s equipment fund for the
year. The Chief noted that Randolph had al-
ready approved the request and that pur-
chases over $10,000 now require approval
from both cities under the joint powers
agreement. Motion by Huddleston, seconded
by Luhring, to approve the funding request.

Motion passed unanimously.
FirefighterAndrew Gilquest then presented

a request from the Fire Relief Association to
increase the annual retirement benefit from
$3,800 to $4,500 per year, noting that the
pension fund remains well funded at approx-
imately 126–129 percent and is primarily
supported by Relief Association fundraising
activities. Mayor Knetter abstained from vot-
ing due to his membership in the fire depart-
ment. Motion by Huddleston, seconded by
Luhring, to approve the benefit increase.
Motion passed with the Mayor abstaining.
Gilquest also requested approval to main-

tain the deferred interest rate for retirees who
defer their pension payout at 1.25 percent.
Motion by Luhring, seconded by Huddle-
ston, to approve the request. Motion passed
with Mayor Knetter abstaining.
Ordinances and Resolutions – None
Reports of Officers, Boards, and Commit-

tees:
Engineer Report – City Engineer Brad

Fisher of Bolton &Menk provided an update
on the water tower project, noting that
progress had slowed during the past month
due to cold temperatures but has resumed
with the recent warmer weather as crews
continue working to bring the new tower on-
line. Fisher reported that the star lights have
been brought up to code and are now in-
stalled and operational, marking a milestone
in the project.
Fisher also requested council direction re-

garding the remaining decision on the old
water tower, as the contractor is coordinating
with subcontractors and planning demolition
work for the spring. Councilmembers dis-
cussed several options that had previously
been considered, including relocating the en-
tire tank or preserving a larger portion of the
structure in the city park. Those options were
determined to be impractical due to the pres-
ence of lead paint and the high cost of miti-
gation and long-term maintenance.
Mayor Knetter presented a concept sug-

gested by a resident to salvage the top por-
tion of the tower and relocate it to the city
park to serve as the roof of a pavilion struc-
ture near the ball field, providing shade for
park users while preserving a piece of the
city’s history. The council also discussed sal-
vaging the “H” from the “Hampton” lettering
on the tower as a historical element. Coun-
cilmembers noted that donations and park
funds could potentially be used for future im-
provements such as benches or signage rec-
ognizing the history of the water tower.
After discussion, the council agreed this

option would preserve part of the tower
while avoiding the significant costs associ-
ated with preserving the entire structure. Mo-
tion by Luhring, seconded by Knetter, to
direct the contractor to salvage the top por-
tion of the tower for use as a pavilion roof in
the park and demolish the remaining portions
of the structure. Motion passed unanimously.
Fisher then presented a proposal previously

discussed with the council regarding imple-
mentation of a web-based Geographic Infor-
mation System (GIS) for the city. The system
would transition the city’s mapping and in-
frastructure data to a web-based platform
owned and maintained by the city under its
existing license. Motion by Luhring, sec-
onded by Knetter, to approve the GIS pro-
posal. Motion passed unanimously.
Water / Sewer Report – Mayor Knetter re-

ported that significant issues were discovered
with the ventilation system in the chlorine ad-
dition area of the water and sewer well house.
Due to corrosion and equipment failure, the
ventilation fan and related components were
no longer functioning, creating a serious
safety concern for anyone entering the build-
ing. Killmer Electric inspected the system and
determined that the motor had failed and
wiring issues were present. A repair proposal
totaling approximately $6,000 was received
and approved by the Mayor, as it falls below
the city’s $10,000 authorization threshold,
and repairs are scheduled to begin immedi-
ately.
Knetter also noted that new sewer regula-

tions will require additional sampling for total
suspended solids prior to discharge beginning
this spring, which will add an estimated $35–
$50 per test. Discussion also occurred regard-
ing a recent informational meeting hosted by
the Metropolitan Council Environmental
Services concerning long-term regional
wastewater planning in the southeast metro
area. City Engineer Brad Fisher explained
that the meeting focused on gathering input
from communities regarding potential future
trunk sewer extensions and possible changes
to regional wastewater treatment facilities.At
this time, the City expressed no immediate in-
terest in connecting to a regional system but
requested to remain informed as planning
progresses.
Park Report – No report was provided due

to Councilmember Russell’s absence, though
park improvements had been discussed earlier
in relation to the water tower pavilion con-
cept.
Street Report – Councilmember Luhring re-

ported that streets are generally in good con-
dition but noted several developing potholes
that will be patched in the coming weeks. He
also confirmed the city will be scheduling
spring street sweeping.
Unfinished Business – None
New Business – Mayor Knetter reported

that Chris Meyer, who had been assisting with
water meter reading duties following staff de-
partures and a retirement, has requested to
step back from those responsibilities due to
increased workload. In response, the council
discussed creating a new part-time position
combining water meter reading with backup
clerk responsibilities to provide additional
support and redundancy for city office oper-
ations, particularly in light of new state leave
policies.
The position would primarily involve quar-

terly meter reading duties and cross-training
in clerk responsibilities to ensure continuity
of city operations if staff members are un-
available. Councilmembers discussed the im-
portance of flexible hours, training time, and
occasional regular office presence to maintain
familiarity with city processes.
Motion by Knetter, seconded by Huddle-

ston, to draft and post a job listing for a part-
time water meter reader and backup clerk
position with a proposed hourly pay range of
$18 to $23. Motion passed unanimously.
Adjournment - Motion by Luhring, sec-

onded by Huddleston, to adjourn the meeting.
All voted in favor. None opposed. Motion
passed 4-0. The meeting adjourned at 7:40
p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Kelly Roan

DoYouHavea 
StoryIdea?

Email:
hometownmessenger@ gmail.com
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Steel, Farm Machinery,
 Car Bodies, Aluminum, 

 Copper, Batteries, 
 Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

 June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408
 www.ldrecycling.com

Tatge
 Jewelry

 Awards By Tatge
 Celebrating 51 Years

 of Business
 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN

 (507) 789-6522

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue
 651-923-4441

 Lodermeiers.net

 • Machinery Storage
 • Commercial
 • Livestock Buildings
 • Garages

SIFT  (SAVE IT
 FROM

 TRASH)

 THRIFT STORE
 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
 Saturday 9am to 5pm

 DOUG AND MARY KLATT
 Call us today!

 507.259.2386

• Tires
 • Wheel alignments
 • Steering & suspension
 • Brake repair
 • A/C maintenance
 • Batteries

641 S Main Wanamingo
 507-824-2710

Todd Ryan
 651-764-5590

 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com
 Goodhue, MN
 Branch Office

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm
 Sat 10am-3pm

 Closed Sundays and major holidays
 530 2nd St. Kenyon
 507-789-5622

Shop the
 Kenyon Thrift Store
 often to enjoy our
 monthly variety of 

 discounts!

COUNTRY GOODS

 OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm
 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna • View/Like us on Facebook

 507-451-5661

 ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABELA’S

 INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
 HOME DECOR

 LAWN DECORATIONS
 UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

 OVER 100 CHOCOLATE 
 DELICACIES HANDMADE

 IN STORE!
SWEETESTPLACE INTOWN

UNIQUE
CANDIES

* Over 40 Years Experience
 * Residential
 * Farm
 * Commercial

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN
 Ph: 507-633-6355

 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
 for your next real estate transaction

 or loan closing.

Largest Antique Store
 in Dodge County

 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
 507-635-5554
 Facebook@

 MantorvilleSquareAntiques

Full Line of Square Tubes, 
 Channels, Angle,

 Flat & Pipes

 Shearing, Cutting and 
 Bending

 61154 190th St Dodge Center
 507-374-2524

BASIC HANDGUN
 SAFETY CLASS

 • Learn handgun safety 
 fundamentals

 • Individual classes available
 • Learn to shoot safely & properly
 • You can fire a variety of handguns

 For Those With No
 Handgun Experience

 CALL TO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME, 
 SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

 507-951-7417

 NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience

BBuussiinneessssBBuussiinneessssBusiness
LLiinnkkLLiinnkkLink

LARGEST
GIFT STORE

IN
SO. MN!

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

 FAHNING &
ASSOCIATES LLC.

Licensed Life And Health 
 Insurance Agent

 35 West Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

 (507) 374-6342
 Life • LTCI • Employee Benefits

 Health Insurance • MNsure Certified Agency

BETH S.
 FAHNING -H ANGGL

 AGENT #46786
Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 •  Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice

 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Specializing in
 Farm Equipment Repair
 Authorized      Dealer

 DOT Inspections/Welding
 507-789-6321

502 Huseth Street, Kenyon

 Kenyon NAPA Store
 507-789-5254

Bruce Freerksen
 (507) 273-9110

 brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com
 West Concord, MN

PLACE
 YOUR AD

 ON
 THIS PAGE

 Call Terry at
 507-951-7417

 or 
 Email:

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

All makes & models.
 On-site service.
 Vent cleaning.

 Home or Commercial.
 ~Serving SE Minnesota  ~

Washers, Dryers, 
 Dishwashers, 

 Refrigerators, Stoves, 
 Ranges, Ice Makers

 & More!
 Dustin Sletten
 507-676-4406
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SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!

News, Photos, Events...
Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: SUPERHEROES
ACROSS
1. Abbreviation, abbr.
5. Corvine bird's sound
8. Aquarium dweller
12. Sandwich shop
13. Half human, half cobra in Hinduism
14. Blatant
15. Don't go
16. *Tony Stark, a.k.a. ____ Man
17. High-quality black tea
18. *Leader of Guardians of the Galaxy
20. Research facil.
21. Words to live by
22. Leo month
23. ____ Tree National Park
26. Period between linked activities (2 words)
30. Not safe in baseball
31. Drunk's speech?
34. Sitar music
35. Doughy snack of Jewish origin
37. Rage
38. Seize a throne
39. Common hosiery shade
40. Nom de guerre
42. "Wow!"
43. What emergency workers do
45. Choice word
47. Young newt
48. Passport stamps
50. Vomit
52. *Doctor Doom's frequent ally (2 words)
55. Deserved consequence
56. One of Great Lakes
57. Iranian money
59. Like Vitruvian Man, e.g.
60. Prima donnas' problems
61. Author Murdoch
62. Like Regina George
63. "____ My People Go"
64. *Sandman can transform his body into this

DOWN
1. Pop-ups, e.g.
2. Risky business, pl.
3. Cry plaintively
4. Capital of Saudi Arabia
5. Billiards bounce
6. Ancient Greek marketplace
7. Diagon Alley purchase
8. *Captain America's team
9. Albanian monetary units
10. Small cave
11. What Pac-Man did to strawberry
13. Largest Asian antelope
14. Poppy seed derivative
19. Just outside a fairway
22. Inflation matter
23. *Batman's arch-nemesis
24. 1/16th of a pound
25. Not shakes, as in bartender
26. *____ Titans, cyborgs' team
27. L in LOL
28. Acquiesce
29. Rubbernecker
32. Tough spot
33. *Leonardo to Michelangelo
36. *One from Krypton
38. Inuit skin boat
40. *Size-changing ____-Man
41. Yeses, alt. sp.
44. Butcher's refuse
46. Trouble, in Yiddish
48. Threshold
49. "Complete ____'s Guides"
50. Bid, past tense
51. Particular region
52. Comes on a rod
53. Turkish currency
54. Been in bed
55. *____ Possible
58. Lysergic acid derivative, acr.
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You know us.  We know you.

CASTLE ROCK BANK
HOURS: 7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM WEEKDAYS

RANDOLPH
 507.403.2777

CASTLE ROCK
 651.463.7590

FARMINGTON
 651.463.4014

www.castlerockbank.net

• Home Equity Loans
 • Car Loans
 • Construction Loans
 • IRAs & CDs

 • Checking Accounts
 • Mortgages
 • Savings Accounts
 • Real Time Online Banking

 • Mobile App
 • Local Decision Making
 • Competitive Rates

Dakota City Heritage Village
 invites you

 Saturday, May 2, 2026
 11:30 am

 Crystal Lake Golf Club
 & Event Center

 16725 Innsbrook Drive
 Lakeville, MN

 www.dakotacity.org

Tickets

Available
at

www.dakotacity.org

COMMUNITY BANKING FOR INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES




