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Celebrating Fun:
Local Bunco Club
reaches 20 years

(continued on page 4)

Overcoming Hurdles: KW-G Track
Team Celebrates a Successful
Season
By Jocelyn Aldrich
The Kenyon-Wanamingo-Goodhue (KW-G) Track Team has fin-

ished for the season. This season was a record for the books. They
crushed multiple records, overcame challenges, and finished the sea-
son with a highly anticipated trip to the Minnesota State competitions
in June.
Six members of the KW-G Track Team competed at the State com-

petition.
Courtesy of K-W Track and Field (continued on page 5)

(continued on page 10)

Announcements
• Save the date! 2026 Dennison Days

August 7 & 8.
• Hiawathaland Transit: Service

hours are 7:30am-4:30pm Monday
through Friday. Call dispatch at 866-623-
7505 Monday through Friday 6am-9pm
and Saturday 7:00am-5:00pm. Visit
threeriverscap.org for more information.

(continued on page 2)

Don’t miss the Independence Day celebra-
tion in Wanamingo this summer. The fun
kicks off with Blondie’s Butcher Shop Rib
Feed on Wednesday July 1st from 4 to 9pm.
On Friday July 3rd the Wanamingo Fire De-
partment will have their annual picnic and
dance with live music. TheWendinger Polka
Band will be playing from 6 to 8pm and
Whiskey Stone plays from 9pm to 1am.
Saturday July 4th there will be a pancake

breakfast at Mineola Lutheran Church from 7
to 10am. The Classic Car Show will be held
on Main Street starting at 9am. There will be
food vendors, yard games, bounce houses,
face painting and Buck Stop Olympics start-
ing at 10am and continuing until 5pm on
Main Street. A silent auction will be held at
the community center, horseshoe tournament
at Riverside Park and open swim at the
Wanamingo Pool from 11:30am to 1:30pm.

The Lion’s Club will be serving hotdogs,
sundaes and cotton candy at 2nd Shift from
12:30 to 4pm.

Wanamingo July 4th Celebration

(continued on page 3)

By Jocelyn Aldrich
When Kathy Theel and Pat Irrthum re-

tired, they both found themselves wanting,
as Kathy put it, “something to do in the af-
ternoon.”
So, the ladies decided to start their very

own Bunco club in the Kenyon-
Wanamingo community.

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Summer festival season is in
full swing as area communities
continue to celebrate their sum-
mer events and festivals.
Dennison Days takes place

this year Friday and Saturday, August 7 & 8,
2026.

The Old Country Boys and Shane Martin to
Headline Dennison Days August 7 & 8, 2026
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Member
 FDIC

602 Second Street • P.O. Box G
 Kenyon, Minnesota 55946

 507-789-6123   Toll Free 1-888-789-6123
 Visit our website:  ssbkenyon.com

DENNISON/VANG
 LUTHERAN PARISH

 (C) 507-269-5997  Office: 507-645-6042
 P.O. Box 117, Dennison, MN  55018

 Website: www.dennisonvang.org
 You can join us for Worship online at

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/167136242800
 June 28: Vang 9:00 a.m.

 TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
 301 2nd Avenue, Wanamingo • 824-2155

 WANAMINGO LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA
 130 West 3rd St., Wanamingo

 824-2457
 www.TrinityWanamingo.org

 ASPELUND EMMANUEL LUTHERAN
 Rob Edwards, Pastor

 42957 County 1 Blvd, Kenyon
 507-824-2307

 www.emmanuelaflc.org
 8:30a.m. Prayer Time

 9:00a.m. Sunday School
 10:00a.m. Coffee Time

 10:30a.m. Worship Service

 FIRST EV. LUTHERAN
 D.J. Chatelaine, Pastor

 309 Forest Street, Kenyon
 507-789-5261

 website: flckenyon.org
 Sunday Worship 9 a.m.;

 Noon-1:00p.m. Open Prayer Time,
 1st Tuesday each month

 GOL LUTHERAN
 Joe Jorgensen, Pastor • 507-838-2100

 Sunday Worship 10:30a.m.

 GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH,
 NERSTRAND

 Dwaine Sutherland, Pastor; Mike Ahrens S.A.M.
 Service 9am. Coffee hour follows @ 10 am

 Sunday School 10:15 am

 GOSPEL OF LIFE FAMILY CHURCH
 Pastor Steve Roberts

 2140 Highway 3 South, Northfield
 507-259-2644

 srobertsdsl@frontiernet.net
 Facebook: calvarychapelnorthfield-jesus saves

 Website: calvarynorthfield.org
 Sundays 1:00 pm

 ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
 (Wheeling Twp) 19086 Jacob Avenue, Faribault

 Gary Liker, Pastor
 507-330-0025

 www.stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info
 Sunday School 9:30a.m.

 Worship 10:30a.m.

 HAUGE LUTHERAN
 Larry Grove, Pastor  •  507-271-9761

 302 Bullis Street, Kenyon
 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m. with lunch following

 Services at the Old Stone Church on the 4th Sunday of 
 each month through the summer.

 Service time is 10:00 with lunch following.

 LANDS LUTHERAN CHURCH
 P O Box 225/16640 Hwy 60 Blvd

 Zumbrota, MN  55992-5105 • (507) 732-5482
 Web Site: www.landslutheran.org

 Facebook: Lands Lutheran Church
 Pastor: David Krinke

 Email: pastordavid@landslutheran.org
 Pastor: Nikki Rockne

 Email: pastornikki@landslutheran.org
 9:00a.m. Sunday Worship in Everson Park,

 next to the church

 STORDAHL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA
 Pastor Kathleen Lowery

 15049 Cty. 12 Blvd., Zumbrota
 732-5711

 Sundays 10:30 a.m. Worship

 HOLDEN AND DALE LUTHERAN 
 CHURCHES, ELCA
 Pastor Dustin Haider

 507-789-6677 
 holdendalesecretary@gmail.com

 Holden: 6949 County 30 Blvd, Kenyon 
 Dale: 9210 County 12 Blvd, Kenyon

 www.holdenlutheranchurch.org
 Holden/Dale on Facebook

 Holden Lutheran Church on Facebook
 Worship Services

June 28: Dale 9:30a.m.
 July 5: Holden 9:30 a.m.

 MOLAND CHURCH
 507-456-4242 • Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.

 NERSTRAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Gary Liker, Pastor, 12 Maple Street

 507-330-0025
 Worship 9:00 a.m.

 UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 Reverend Daren Flinck

 429  4th Street, Kenyon  •  507-951-1271
 Worship 9:30 a.m.

 KENYON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
 651-283-5754 • Rev. Dr. Daren Flinck

 Sunday Worship 9:30a.m., Live stream on Yahoo

 ST. MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Father Cory Rohlfing • Deacon Newell McGee

 108 Bullis St., Kenyon
 Sunday Mass 8:00a.m.; Wednesday Mass 5:00p.m.

 NEW LIFE CHURCH
 Pastor Vince Derr

 525 Beverly St, Wanamingo
 Phone - 507-824- 3019

 WWW.NLCWANAMINGO.ORG
 (Online Services also available)

 OFFICE@NLCWANAMINGO.ORG
 Sunday School for preschool - adult  9:00 a.m.
 Sunday Services 10:00 a.m. (Nursery Available)
 New Life Kids (K- 6th) Wednesdays 6 - 7:15 pm

 Youth Group (7th- 12th grade)
 Two Sunday evenings per month

 Women’s ministry, Men’s ministry and more.
 Contact the church for more information. 

AREA
 CHURCH

 DIRECTORY
 Fight the Good Mental Fight
 I delight in God’s law; but I see 

 another law at work in me, waging 
 war against the law of my mind and 
 making me a prisoner of the law of 
 sin. . . . — Romans 7:22-23
 It is hard to overstate how much our 

 minds are like battlefields. This is true 
 for all believers in Christ, including 
 the apostle Paul, who describes his 
 own struggles in our text for today.
 In this passage Paul says that one set 

 of thoughts in his mind is turned 
 toward God and aims to do good. The 
 other set of thoughts, however, is 
 turned toward evil and wants to sin. 
 Paul thanks God in Christ that he is 
 indeed saved. But in the very next 
 verse he recognizes that he is still of 
 two minds; he is a slave to God’s law 
 at the same time that he is a slave to 
 sin. In verse 24 Paul seems to despair 
 of living in this sort of spiritual 
 duplicity. “What a wretched man I 
 am!” he says.
 In this way Paul expresses the 

 frustrating way the Christian life 
 goes—we are pulled one way and 
 tugged the other by opposing powers 
 within us. Though we are truly and 
 irrevocably saved through the blood 
 of Jesus Christ, we are at the same 
 time slaves to our sinful old selves.
 Thus we are in constant battle. Who 

 will rule our heart and mind today? 
 Who will rule our thinking about our 
 work, marriage, or politics? The inner 
 thoughts that we barely even notice 
 may really be spiritual combat.
 Though the battle rages on, we can 

 ultimately say, with Paul, “Thanks be 
 to God, who delivers me through 
 Jesus Christ our Lord!”
 O God, you have freed us from the 

 curse of sin and death. But we need 
 your power in our minds each day. 
 Guide us to live by your Spirit. 
 Amen.

 E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc. to the
 Kenyon-Wanamingo Messenger at:
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
P.O. Box 125 Dennison, MN 55018

Phone/Text 507-649-3327
Fax 507-645-9878
www.kenyonmn.net

www.wanamingomn.com
E-mail: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Published in cooperation with
Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.

©2026, Kenyon-Wanamingo Messenger. All rights reserved.

For advertising information call
Terry Campbell at 507-951-7417

Announcements
• The Hiawatha Valley Genealogy So-

ciety meets on the second Tuesday of
each month at 10:00 a.m. at the Good-
hue County History Center, 1166 Oak
St., Red Wing, MN 55066. The society
welcomes participants of all ages and
genders who are interested in discover-
ing, researching, or expanding their
knowledge of their family’s ancestors.
Whether you are just beginning or have
years of experience, the group offers a
supportive environment to help you build
your genealogy skills and connect with
others who share your interest. Your first
meeting is complimentary!
•All are welcome to breakfast, fellow-

ship, bible study, and prayer time
every Saturday morning at Hauge
Lutheran Church in Kenyon. Break-
fast and fellowship start at 8:00 am. Fol-
lowed by a verse by verse bible study.
Finishing with prayer time at 10:00 am.
All are welcome (men, women, and chil-
dren) each Saturday morning!! Any
questions, please contact Loren Bauer:
507-450-6623.
• Three Rivers Community Action is

currently accepting new Meals On
Wheels clients in the communities of
Zumbrota, Mazeppa, Goodhue, Pine
Island, Kenyon and Wanamingo. Re-
ceive a hot meal delivered to your home
by a volunteer at lunch time up to 5 days
per week. To qualify you must be 60 or
older, live within city limits, have limited
mobility and/or are unable to prepare nu-
tritious meals. The suggested donation is
$5-$10 per meal. For more information
on how to sign up for meals or to be a
volunteer driver, please contact Dana
Bergner at 507-421-6067 or
dbergner@threeriverscap.org
• Wanamingo Veterans Honor Guard

invite you to become a member. Join us
and help us make theWanamingo Veterans
Honor Guard an even bigger success.
WVHG meets the third Tuesday of each
month at the Wanamingo Community
Center. The VFW will meet from 7-
7:30p.m. The Honor Guard will meet
from 7:30-8:30p.m. For more information
contact Eric Dierks 507-321-1967, Gary
Floan at 507-732-7740, or Larry Van De
Walker at 507-421-4674.

(continued on page 3)

A Pattern for
Passing on the

Faith:
Lessons from
Psalm 78:1-8

By Pastor Johannes Marsland

teach to their children, that the next generation
might know them, the children yet unborn,
and arise and tell them to their children, so
that they should set their hope in God and not
forget the works of God, but keep his com-
mandments; and that they should not be like
their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious gener-
ation, whose heart was not steadfast, whose
spirit was not faithful to God.” (Psalm 78:1-8,
ESV)

“Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; in-
cline your ears to the words of my mouth! I
will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter
dark sayings from of old, things that we have
heard and known, that our fathers have told
us.We will not hide them from their children,
but tell to the coming generation the glorious
deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the
wonders that he has done. He established a
testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Is-
rael, which he commanded our fathers to
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Teddy Bear Puppies
for Sale

Family raised Havanese, wormed,
vaccinated, 1 yr. health guarantee

507-951-7417

APattern for Passing on the Faith

Virginia Faye Hegseth
Virginia was born in Ithaca NY on October 25, 1930. She resided in Mirij India during

her early years with her medical missionary parents. In 1946 they
moved to Sarnia Ontario and later to Princeton NJ where she
graduated from High School. She attended Macalester College
in Saint Paul MN where she met and married her husband, Mer-
ton AHegseth in 1952. Virginia and Merton lived at various lo-
cations and in 1965 they settled in Northfield MN. Merton passed
away in 1993. Virginia ran her photography business (Virginia’s
Photography) from 1980 to 1995. In 1998 Virginia moved to Sad-
dlebrookeAZ where she resided until she passed away at the age
of 95 on June 15, 2026.
She was preceded in death by her husband Merton A Hegseth,

her parents, Dr. L Bruce and Jeanne Carruthers, and her brother
Dr. Bruce Carruthers. She is survived by her three children, Jean Hegseth of Saddlebrooke
AZ, Paul (Pamela) Hegseth of Kenyon, MN, and Dr. John (Susan) Hegseth of Louisville
KY, 4 grandchildren (Juliane, Emily, Gregory and Andreas), 4 great grandchildren, and
her sister Dr. Mary Carruthers of New York, NY.
She will be interred beside her husband in Oakland Cemetery, Northfield MN.

Struggling with Addiction?
 There is a way out!

 Monday Night Life Recovery
 7:00 pm

 Contact Dave 612-968-3314
 The church basement

 Hauge Lutheran 302 Bullis Street, Kenyon, MN

STEPS
 TO

 FREEDOM

In Psalm 78, the psalmist Asaph issues a solemn charge to God’s people. It is a divine
imperative to pass the faith to the next generation. Failure in this task risks producing an-
other “stubborn and rebellious generation” whose hearts wander from the Lord. Success
produces God’s blessings not only on the generation that follows Him but upon the whole
land.
Asaph teaches a practical method for fulfilling this most important of callings. Notice

the deliberate order he follows in the Psalm:
1. First, share the testimony.
Asaph begins by calling attention to what has been “heard and known,” personal and

generational experiences of God’s faithfulness: “things that we have heard and known, that
our fathers have told us” (v. 3). He commits not to hide these from the children but to
proclaim “the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has
done” (v. 4).
A testimony is powerful because it is personal and credible. It answers the question,

“What has God done in your life (or in the life of His people)?” It is not abstract theology
but lived reality containing stories of deliverance, provision, mercy, and divine power. In
sharing the faith with a new generation and with people who do not yet know God, this
remains the essential starting point. Before quoting verses or outlining doctrines, share the
stories of God authentically. People are often drawn first by authentic stories of transfor-
mation, not polished arguments.
2. **Follow with a Story (Parable) That Illustrates Principles
Asaph declares, “I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old”

(v. 2). The remainder of Psalm 78 unfolds as a historical narrative, a parable-like retelling
of Israel’s wilderness rebellions, God’s repeated acts of rescue, and the people’s forget-
fulness. These “dark sayings” show the folly of unbelief, the patience of God, and the
danger of a divided heart.
Put yourself in the stories, live them and experience them anew. This makes the truth

memorable and relatable both to you and to those you share them with. Jesus would later
master this same method, teaching profound kingdom realities through everyday stories.
When witnessing to the lost, this step is crucial. After sharing your personal testimony,
connect it to broader biblical stories or illustrations that reveal God’s character and our
human need. Awell-chosen story or analogy bridges the gap between “what happened to
you” and “what this means about God and life.” It invites the listener to see themselves
in the narrative and grasp deeper truths.
3. Conclude with the Law (Clear Commands and Expectations)
Only after testimony and parable doesAsaph reference the established “testimony” and

“law” in Israel (v. 5). God commanded the fathers to teach these things so future genera-
tions would “set their hope in God... keep his commandments” (vv. 6-7).
The law here represents God’s clear revelation—His standards, promises, and instruc-

tions. It flows naturally from the stories and is grounded in the character and deeds of
God already recounted. In evangelism, this corresponds to presenting the gospel call: re-
pentance, faith in Christ, and obedience to His Word. Prematurely hammering rules or
doctrines without relational context or illustrative stories often leads to resistance or even
open hostility. But when rooted in testimony and parable, the call to respond carries weight
and urgency. It moves the heart from curiosity to conviction.
Applying the Pattern in Witnessing Today
This three-fold pattern Testimony→ Parable/Story→ Law is a God-ordained model for

reaching the lost and discipling believers. It mirrors how the gospel itself comes to us:
God’s people testify to what they have seen and heard; the Scriptures unfold the grand
story of redemption (with Jesus as the ultimate parable of grace); and we are called to re-
pent and believe, walking in obedience.
-In personal conversations: Begin with your story. Move to a biblical illustration (the

Prodigal Son, the Good Samaritan, or the Exodus). End with the clear invitation to trust
Christ and follow Him.
-In family and church settings: Intentionally tell the next generation both your stories and

the Bible’s stories. Ground them in Scripture’s commands so they “set their hope in God.”
-In a forgetful culture: Like ancient Israel, we live among people prone to stubbornness

and rebellion. Our task is urgent: proclaim the glorious deeds so the coming generation
does not repeat the failures of the past.
May we, likeAsaph, resolve: “We will not hide them from their children.”As we follow

this pattern, we participate in God’s generational work of building a faithful people who
remember, believe, and obey.

(continued from page 2)

Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law   
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice
 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

HAUGE
 LUTHERAN CHURCH

 VBS
 MONDAY, JULY 27

 & TUESDAY, JULY 28
 9-11am with Lunch at 11
 RSVP to 507-951-7222
 For kids age 4 to having 

 finished 2nd grade.
 Parents/babysitters are 

 welcome to join.

302 BULLIS, KENYON

OBITUARY
(continued from page 1)
AGrand Parade will be held at 2:30pm Saturday.
Following the parade there will be live music on the patio at J. B.’s Tavern and a bean

bag Tournament. The Fire Department will hold their water fire in front of the Fire Hall at
4pm. A firework display is planned at dusk.
Sunday July 5th the outdoor worship service will be held at Riverside Park. The 7th an-

nual Putt Putt Classic will be held at the Fire Hall with a noon start and 11am registration.

Wanamingo July 4th Celebration

Share Your
Good News!

Submit your engagement,
wedding or

birth announcement.
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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507-824-2912

 Office open in Wanamingo
 Monday through Friday

 • Homeowners
 • Farm
 • Workmen’s Comp
 • Inland Marine
 • Auto
 • Commercial Community

 Co-oP
Proudly Serving You Since 1925

9 Central Avenue
 Faribault, MN 55021
 (507) 334-8642
 800-COOPOIL
 (800-266-7645)
 www.fbocoop.com

Everyday Low Prices on Tires, Fuel and More
 When You Stop By Community Co-op!

 Community Co-op Faribault can help 
 you with any tires you need!

 Passenger, Car or Truck • Semi • Tractors
 Large Equipment • Lawn Mowers • Dump Trucks

 Skid Loaders • Front End Loaders

 Tires - Tires - Tires

 When it comes to tires, we have you covered!

 We appreciate all that you bring to the table!

Celebrating
Fun:

Local Bunco
Club reaches

20 years
(continued from page 1)

20 years later, the group is made up of re-
tired ladies who all gather every 1st and 3rd
Tuesday at members' homes or a local com-
munity space to dedicate a few hours to this
beloved dice game. For the ladies, it's more
than just a time to enjoy some snacks, play a
game, or win some prizes; it’s a time to be in-
tentional with community. The KW Bunco
Club celebrates 20 years in September.
The basic gist of Bunco is that it is a dice

game, and an exhilarating one at that. The
game is played in pairs with four people per
table.
A game of Bunco is typically played with

twelve players. A head table begins and ends
each round by ringing a bell. Each round cor-
responds to a different number on the three
dice that players need to roll to collect points.
When the head table reaches a total of 21
points, the bell is rung, and the round is up. If
a pair of players wins that round, they move

up to the next table; if the pair loses that
round, they go down a table. The pair of play-
ers wins a round based on the shared points
that they earned in that round. When players
move to a different table, they switch seats,
so they have a different partner. When all
rounds are completed, points are tallied, and
the player with the most overall points wins
the game.
Throughout the years, the club has seen

many changes. Some of the members of the
Bunco Club have passed away or moved on.
Other members are snowbirds, which can
make the game a little trickier to play in the
wintertime with the missing players. How-
ever, the KWBunco Club has a reserve list of
players who are willing to fill in should the
need arise.
The club serves as an example that no mat-

ter what stage of life you are in, it’s important
to be intentional in seeking out community
and commit to staying active.

www.hoo.cpa
 Call: 507-534-3837

 Email: info@hoo.cpa
 100 4th Ave, Suite 1, Plainview, MN 55964

 From expert tax prep to streamlined bookkeeping, we can help. 
 Call us today!

 Jolene Harvey, CPA • Michael Oliver, CPA • Ben Opsahl, Enrolled Agent • Colton Burke, CPA

 Our Services
 • Business & Personal Tax Service
 • Tax Planning
 • Bookkeeping & Payroll

 • Financial Statement Preparation
 • Business Consulting
 • QuickBooks Pro Advisors

 Serving clients in Plainview, Rochester, Zumbrota, St. Charles, Lake City & surrounding areas
 • Agricultural tax return preparation/bookkeeping/payroll
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Chris Mallery
 507-273-0422
 chrismallery@edinarealty.com

In between summer fun,
 make time to shop for 

 your dream home!

Overcoming
Hurdles:

KW-G Track
Team

Celebrates a
Successful

Season
(continued from page 1)

The student athletes included Mali Quam,
Noel Hernandez, Jorja Wagner, Ayva Markle-
vits, Mari O’Connor, and Audrey Haugen.
Mali Quam placed 11th in the 100 hurdles
competition and 10th in the 300 hurdles com-
petition. Noel Hernandez placed 12th in the

100 m dash. The relay team placed 2nd at
State in the 4x800 relay. The relay team put
in a hard run for 1st place, just shy of 0.5 sec-
onds from claiming the title. The relay mem-
bers includedAudrey Haugen, JorjaWagner,
Ayva Marklevits, and Mari O’Connor. Not
only did the relay team place at the State
level, but they also set a new school record
by 4 seconds with a new standing time of
9:33.35. Head Coach JeffWibben reflects on
the success of reaching the State level, say-
ing, “It is hard to get out of Section 1A track;
it is an extremely competitive section, prob-
ably one of the hardest ones to advance from
in the State. So sending multiple kids and
events to State is saying something, and we
have been doing it for quite some time.”
In addition to the State competition suc-

cesses, Head Coach Wibben and Assistant
Coach Rachel Cline reflect on impactful
highlights that happened throughout the sea-
son. The KW-GTeam faced three major chal-
lenges this year, including cold, windy
weather, the health of the players, and some
injuries, which put strain on the team. De-
spite these challenges, the KW-GTrack Team
persevered and continued to focus on giving
the sport their all. Assistant Coach Cline re-
flects on the challenges by saying, “the
weather wasn’t great, and we had some meets
canceled and ran in some cold weather. But
despite these things, the boys 4x200 relay
broke the school record 3 times (Seth
Nystuen, Colten Lohman, SethAldorfer, and
Noel Hernandez), Mali Quam broke the
school record in the 300 hurdles 3 times,
Emma Koncur broke the school record in the

discus 3 times, Andre Cortez broke the
school record in the 800, and the girls 4x800
relay (Jorja Wagner, Ayva Marklevits, Mari
O’Connor and Audrey Haugen) broke the
school record twice. We have had so many
athletes improve from the start of the season
to the end, athletes who were out for the first
time ever and were parts of the record-break-
ing teams (Seth Nystuen and Jorja Wagner),
hurdlers who improved their form a ton, and
just lots of improvement in everything.”
Assistant Coach Cline has served as a track

coach for the KW-G team for 18 years. She
echoes the sentiment, saying, “as a teacher to
the majority of these athletes, it’s fun build-
ing that connection with them outside of the
classroom, and just watching them succeed
and improve is one of the best feelings.”
Coach Wibben has served as Head Coach

for over 20 years. He greatly enjoys being
able to work with the students and witness
their progress each season. Coach Wibben
also served as a teacher in the KWdistrict be-
fore he retired. For him, working with the
students, not only as a former teacher but also
as the track coach, presents a special oppor-
tunity. He says, “I love the kids who come
out for the sport, it is not the flashiest or the
hardest hitting, but it helps develop an overall
athlete. These kids are so much fun to be
around, both at meets and practice. They are
some of the best students I know, and getting
to know them outside of the classroom is one
of the best experiences a teacher can have.”
Looking forward to the next season, both

Coach Wibben and Cline are excited to im-

plement new goals. They are both eager to
continue to help the track program grow and
continue to break records. This means not
only helping students find the right fit for
them on the team, but also engaging younger
students and inviting more athletes to join the
team. Coach Wibben highlights three further
goals for the upcoming season:
1) Challenge all of our athletes to be the best

person/runner they can be.
2) Upgrade our facility with more / newer

equipment and add field event locations.
3) Host more home meets.
With these goals in mind, the KW-G track

team is eager to see what the next season will
bring.
Both Coach Wibben and Coach Cline are

proud of the effort and dedication each athlete
has put into this season. Coach Wibben says,
“Our kids, both the KW and Goodhue ath-
letes, help make this one of the best sports to
coach. They show up, work hard, and help
each other out all of the time. They are a fun
group to be around, which is why I am still
coaching after retiring from teaching. A few
may make it to State, but the whole team can
celebrate with them because they had a hand
in that success.” Coach Cline echoes her
praise of the team by saying, “everyone who
is part of the KW-G track and field team has
something to be proud of! These kids have
worked so hard! Even if they didn’t make it to
State, they all show improvement and dedi-
cation.” This season truly gave the coaches,
athletes, and the community something to cel-
ebrate.

www.sdclawnsplus.com

 507-779-3657

 Professional Lawn Care
 to Keep Your Home Looking Its Best

 Lawn Mowing • Fertilizing/Weed Control
 Landscape Maintenance

 Spring & Fall Cleanup • Pressure Washing

507-273-9530  FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK @ THE ANNADINE

Cards Every Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
 Live Music & Open Mic Resumes in September
 Thank you for a wonderful 25-26 season, see you in the fall!
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TRUSTED . LOCAL .
EXPERTS .

BC807868

1359 BLUFF ST
 DUNDAS, MN 55019

ProBuilt is your trusted local team
 for expert  exterior construction,

 home improvements,
 and  reconstruction following storm,

 fire, or water damage.

PROUDLY SERVING GOODHUE, DODGE, RICE, DAKOTA, OLMSTED, 
 STEELE AND WABASHA COUNTIES

 STEVE KING
 612-698-9547

 JEFF AMY
 507-363-3652

 TIGE WALKER
 507-323-0319

 ROOFING  DECKS
 SIDING  SHEDS
 WINDOWS  BASEMENTS
 GUTTERS  SOLAR

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE INSPECTION TODAY!

507-200-1545  probuiltmn.com info@probuiltmn.com

502 Huseth St., Kenyon •  507-789-6321

Toro
 Timecutter 77404

42” Iron Forged Deck
 22hp Briggs V-twin Engine

 3 Gallon Fuel Tank
$3,699.99

Community

MANTHEI
 Septic Service

 550077--775533--22440088550077--775533--22440088507-753-2408
550077--227733--11999999550077--227733--11999999507-273-1999

• We Install Lift Pumps
 • Opening Sewer Lines
 • Tank Finder

 We Service
 Goodhue County

Prices good through 6-21-2026

 Decker Power & Equipment
 810 3rd Avenue, Wanamingo  •  507-824-2421

 SAVE IN JUNE ON 
 HUSQVARNA LAWN MOWERS

HUSQVARNA ®

TS 275 XD
 42” Deck, Cruise Control

 21.5 hp Kawasaki

 $3749

 Husqvarna Robotic Wireless Lawn Mowers
Automower 410iQ - half acre ..................$2,599.00
 Automower 410iQ - one acre ..................$3,299.00
 Automower 41iQ - two acre ....................$4,299.00

HUSQVARNA ®

TS 140X
 42” Deck
 22hp B&S

 $2599
HUSQVARNA ®

EXCITE 345
 54” Deck, 24hp Kohler, 

 Suspension seat

 $4749

HUSQVARNA ®

Z242F
 Special Edition
 42” Deck, 21.5hp Engine

 $3199
HUSQVARNA ®

Z248F
 Special Edition
 48” Deck, 23hp Kawasaki

 $3299

HUSQVARNA ®

MZ61
 Special Edition

 Suspension Seat,
 24hp Kawasaki, 61” Deck

 $6299
HUSQVARNA ®

MZ 54
 Suspension Seat,

 24hp Kawasaki, 54” Deck

 $5999

HUSQVARNA ®

275X
 Suspension Seat,

 24hp Kawasaki, 48” Deck

 $4799

AFTER 
 $250

 REBATE

 AFTER 
 $500

 REBATE

 AFTER 
 $300

 REBATE

 AFTER 
 $500

 REBATE

 AFTER 
 $200

 REBATE

 AFTER 
 $300

 REBATE

 AFTER 
 $500

 REBATE
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Community

Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

Fertilizer • Seed
 Soil Sampling • Chemicals

 Custom Application
 Field Scouting

 Bulk, LP,
 Gas and Diesel Fuel

“Established 1935”

Roberts Retail & Repair
 19 Langford Avenue, Kenyon

 507-330-2873

Protect Your Investment
 with Essential Car Care

 Tires  Oil Changes
 Shocks & Struts  Batteries
 Engine Maintenance

�
�
�

�
�

Indoorstorage nowavailable forauto s, boats,RV s andmore!

COMMUNITY GROWN 
 INSURANCE

 www.vsgmi.com   

 THANK YOU, 
 DAIRY 

 PRODUCERS!
 Proud to Support 

 National
 Dairy Month

Security 
 Agency
 600 2nd Street

 Kenyon
 Phone: 507-789-6366

 Email:
 info@securityinsurancekenyon.com

 Castle Rock 
 Agency

 27925 Danville Avenue
 Castle Rock

 Phone: 651-463-7590
 Email:

 michelle.kreisler@castlerockbank.net

 Kalass
 Agency
 242 Main Street

 Zumbrota
 Phone: 507-732-7614

 Email: 
 kalassagency@kalassagency.com

 Sviggum 
 Agency
 133 Main Street

 Wanamingo
 Phone: 507-824-5105

 Email:
 agent@svigguminsurance.com

 Keller
 Agency
 305 Main Street

 Nerstrand
 Phone:

 507-334-6550
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Community

Does your 
 car need a 
 second 
 opinion?
 We have quality mechanics who can diagnose

 and repair what others can’t.

 ~ See us for Tires and Custom Exhaust ~

11365 Highway 60, Wanamingo
 Call 507-824-2479 to schedule.

 We warranty all of our auto, light truck, or trailer repairs.
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Government

In Kenyon, a new Habitat home located at
716 Washington St., two blocks from
Kenyon-Wanamingo High School, is nearing
completion thanks to the efforts of Rochester
Build Crew volunteers and students from the
K-W school's construction classes.
The home, a three-bedroom slab-on-grade

design with a two-car garage, is part of an in-
novative program where students gain hands-
on building experience while helping meet
real housing needs.

However, the home does not yet have a
family selected to purchase and move in —
creating a unique opportunity for an eligible
household to step into the program and be-
come a homeowner.
A unique partnership between community

volunteers, students and Goodhue County
Habitat for Humanity is helping address the
need for affordable housing in Goodhue
County—while also creating a rare opportu-
nity for a future homeowner in Kenyon.
The nonprofit organization, founded in

1993, works to bring people together to build
safe, stable and affordable housing. Guided
by its mission of putting faith into action,
Habitat has helped more than 60 families
achieve homeownership and continues to ex-
pand its impact across the county.
The collaboration between Habitat and local

schools has proven to be a win for everyone
involved. Students work daily on construc-
tion projects, learning everything from fram-
ing and roofing to installing windows and
siding. Local contractors assist with special-
ized work, ensuring quality construction
while exposing students to career pathways
in the trades.

GOODHUE COUNTY LOCAL HVAC 
 EXPERTS SINCE 1991

 • Residential &
 Commercial Heating
 & Cooling Experts

 • Furnace, Boiler,
 Air Conditioner, Heat Pumps, 
 Ductless Mini-Splits

 • Affordable, Professional Repairs, 
 and Replacements

 • Professional Air Duct Cleaning
 & Sanitization

 • Repair & Replace
 Water Heaters

 Trusted throughout Goodhue County 
 for Over 30 Years!

 Call Matt Lindell Today!
 507-263-3419

 www.lindellheating.com

Beyond skill-building, the program
strengthens the community by increasing the
supply of affordable workforce housing.
Habitat offers a path to homeownership de-

signed to be affordable and sustainable for
working families. Applicants must meet sev-
eral key criteria:
• Demonstrate a need for safe, affordable

housing.
• Show the ability to pay a mortgage.
• Commit to helping build their home

through "sweat equity."
In Goodhue County, Habitat generally

serves households earning between 30% and
80% of the area median income. This base-
line is determined annually by the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban
Development and varies based on household
size and county. The guidelines help ensure
affordable housing opportunities are directed
toward households with moderate to lower
incomes who may not otherwise qualify for
traditional homeownership opportunities.
Current Goodhue County guidelines can be

viewed online through the department's web-
site.
Monthly housing costs — including mort-

gage, taxes and insurance— are structured to
remain affordable, typically capped at about
29% of household income.
Homes are sold at appraised value, but fi-

nancing is uniquely structured. Habitat often
combines a lower-interest mortgage with ad-
ditional zero-interest or deferred loans and no
down payments, significantly reducing up-
front costs and monthly payments.

Long-Term Benefits for Families
This model creates long-term financial sta-

bility for homeowners. Families build equity
over time while benefiting from:
•Affordable monthly payments that fit their

budget.
• Low- or no-interest or deferred loans, re-

ducing the financial burden.
• Equity growth, offering a stepping stone

to future financial security.
• Stability for children and families, includ-

Kenyon
Habitat

house still
available
Reprinted from Goodhue County

Habitat for Humanity

ing consistent housing and community roots.
Additionally, Habitat maintains a right of

first refusal if a homeowner chooses to sell,
ensuring the home remains affordable for fu-
ture families and preserving community im-
pact.

ACall to the Community
As the Kenyon home nears completion,

Habitat is seeking qualified applicants ready
to take the next step toward homeownership.
At the same time, volunteers are always
needed to help finish homes and support fu-
ture projects.
Those interested in applying or learning

more about the program are encouraged to
contact Bob Hawley, executive director of
Goodhue County Habitat for Humanity, at
507-251-7470 or by email
at bobhawley@gchabitat.org.
For one local family, this unfinished house

represents more than walls and a roof — it’s
a chance to build a future.

The Old Country Boys and Shane Martin to
Headline Dennison Days August 7 & 8, 2026
Final Events are being scheduled at presstime, but we do know there is a great line up

of music this year, including Friday Nights Headliner, THE OLD COUNTRYBOYS. Fri-
day evening events will also include The Biggest Dip Contest, a Pie Eating Contest, and
more, Hosted by Cattlemens Saloon and The Lions. Details will be posted soon!
Watch the Dennison Days website and Facebook pages in the coming days for entry de-

tails and event information!
A full schedule of events will take place Saturday.
Kicking off the days will be the annual pancake breakfast, hosted by the Nerstrand Fire

Department and Dennison Church along with the medallion hunt. The Farmers Market is
scheduled to return along with The Classic Car Show and Kids Pedal Pull. The Truck and
Tractor Pull, Parade, Bingo and more are part of the days line up Music from Shane Mar-
tin will return this year to wrap up the days events Saturday Night!
Also watch for any updates on the website and on Facebook! All the details will be

posted at www.dennisondays.org soon.

(continued from page 1)

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Steel, Farm Machinery,
 Car Bodies, Aluminum, 

 Copper, Batteries, 
 Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

 June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408
 www.ldrecycling.com

Tatge
 Jewelry

 Awards By Tatge
 Celebrating 51 Years

 of Business
 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN

 (507) 789-6522

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue
 651-923-4441

 Lodermeiers.net

 • Machinery Storage
 • Commercial
 • Livestock Buildings
 • Garages

SIFT  (SAVE IT
 FROM

 TRASH)

 THRIFT STORE
 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
 Saturday 9am to 5pm

 DOUG AND MARY KLATT
 Call us today!

 507.259.2386

• Tires
 • Wheel alignments
 • Steering & suspension
 • Brake repair
 • A/C maintenance
 • Batteries

641 S Main Wanamingo
 507-824-2710

Todd Ryan
 651-764-5590

 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com
 Goodhue, MN
 Branch Office

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm
 Sat 10am-3pm

 Closed Sundays and major holidays
 530 2nd St. Kenyon
 507-789-5622

Shop the
 Kenyon Thrift Store
 often to enjoy our
 monthly variety of 

 discounts!

COUNTRY GOODS

 OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm
 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna • View/Like us on Facebook

 507-451-5661

 ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABELA’S

 INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
 HOME DECOR

 LAWN DECORATIONS
 UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

 OVER 100 CHOCOLATE 
 DELICACIES HANDMADE

 IN STORE!
SWEETESTPLACE INTOWN

UNIQUE
CANDIES

* Over 40 Years Experience
 * Residential
 * Farm
 * Commercial

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN
 Ph: 507-633-6355

 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
 for your next real estate transaction

 or loan closing.

Largest Antique Store
 in Dodge County

 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
 507-635-5554
 Facebook@

 MantorvilleSquareAntiques

Full Line of Square Tubes, 
 Channels, Angle,

 Flat & Pipes

 Shearing, Cutting and 
 Bending

 61154 190th St Dodge Center
 507-374-2524

BASIC HANDGUN
 SAFETY CLASS

 • Learn handgun safety 
 fundamentals

 • Individual classes available
 • Learn to shoot safely & properly
 • You can fire a variety of handguns

 For Those With No
 Handgun Experience

 CALL TO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME, 
 SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

 507-951-7417

 NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience

BBuussiinneessssBBuussiinneessssBusiness
LLiinnkkLLiinnkkLink

LARGEST
GIFT STORE

IN
SO. MN!

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

 FAHNING &
ASSOCIATES LLC.

Licensed Life And Health 
 Insurance Agent

 35 West Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

 (507) 374-6342
 Life • LTCI • Employee Benefits

 Health Insurance • MNsure Certified Agency

BETH S.
 FAHNING -H ANGGL

 AGENT #46786
Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 •  Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice

 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Specializing in
 Farm Equipment Repair
 Authorized      Dealer

 DOT Inspections/Welding
 507-789-6321

502 Huseth Street, Kenyon

 Kenyon NAPA Store
 507-789-5254

Bruce Freerksen
 (507) 273-9110

 brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com
 West Concord, MN

PLACE
 YOUR AD

 ON
 THIS PAGE

 Call Terry at
 507-951-7417

 or 
 Email:

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

All makes & models.
 On-site service.
 Vent cleaning.

 Home or Commercial.
 ~Serving SE Minnesota  ~

Washers, Dryers, 
 Dishwashers, 

 Refrigerators, Stoves, 
 Ranges, Ice Makers

 & More!
 Dustin Sletten
 507-676-4406

 Cat Country 
 Tire LLC

 Online tire ordering is now available on our website!

 www.catcountrytire.com
 Stop in or call 651-380-8731

 for service.

Jon Harvey & Bradley Marking, Owners
 Serving Bellechester, Goodhue & Surrounding Communities

 ON-SITE OR IN-STORE
 TIRE SERVICE

 OTR/Farm/Truck/SUV/ATV

 AGRICULTURAL TRACK SALES 
 AND INSTALLATION
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