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Evergreen Cemetery Gets New Entrance

Sushi, Anyone?

By Cheri Roshon

I think most of us enjoy a night out to eat
something different than what we normally
eat. And having someone serve us and
clean up after us is a treat as well! I was in
Kasson recently, looking for articles for our
newest Messenger location, and saw a Chi-
nese restaurant at 25 West Main Street, so [
had to go in and check it out.

It was beautifully appointed with Chinese
decor and a sushi bar in the rear of the
restaurant. I met Emily Yang who was be-
hind the register, and asked if I could take
a few minutes of her time. Fortunately for
me, it was mid afternoon, and the restaurant
was quiet. (continued on page 5)

The Evergreen Cemetery outside of Man-
torville received a new and updated sign on
June 10th. The original sign had been dam-
aged last year when an Aspen Waste Systems
garbage truck entered the cemetery and
struck the overhead sign at the entrance.

Ron Papenfus of R & M Steel in Dodge
Center was commissioned to build the new
sign closely to the same design as the origi-
nal. The fabrication of the sign took approx-
imately a week of work over the period of a
month and was installed on June 10th. The
original lettering was reused after being re-
moved and sandblasted by Sanson Enter-

prises. It was then positioned over expanded
metal grate and welded on the new sign. The
uprights are 4” steel pipe with a flat steel
plate base anchored to a ten inch concrete pad
five feet underground. Ron drilled %" lag
bolts into the foundation to secure the posts
before the holes were backfilled. The new
sign is 16 high and should be safe from any
future threat.

The footing was dug by Olive Excavating
and the foundation poured by Dynamic Ma-
sonry. Minnesota Ag Group from Kasson,
provided a boom truck to help install the
structure on Wednesday afternoon. The sign

Announcements

e The United Methodist Church of
Dodge Center at 20 First Street NE of-
fers a dine in and carry out meal from
5:00-6:00pm the third Wednesday of
each month.

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Simply Tidy Cleaning Service

Bryan and Karen Marquardt

was pained twice before installation and then
touched up after the erection was completed.

(continued on page 3)

Larger Than Life 2026

Simply Tidy was founded in 2018 by
Karen Marquardt and has proudly served
local families and businesses for the past
eight years. Simply Tidy began as a way
for Karen to provide for her family while
giving back to others in the community. As
a mother of three young children, two of
whom have Autism, flexibility was essen-
tial since traditional daycare was not an op-
tion. What started as a small cleaning
business quickly grew into a passion for
helping busy families reduce stress and
enjoy cleaner, healthier homes.

In January 2020, Karen's husband,
Bryan, joined the business as Office Man-
ager and Business Partner, allowing the
company to continue growing while main-
taining its family-focused values.

(continued on page 4)

This weekend will be the Larger Than Life
Outdoor Art Exhibit in Mantorville. The event
takes place in Riverside Park on Saturday
June 27th from 10am to 2pm.

(continued on page 6)
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e We Install Lift Pumps
e Opening Sewer Lines
e Tank Finder
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A Pattern \
for Passing on
the Faith:

Lessons from
Psalm 78:1-8

By Pastor Johannes Marsland,
Church! Kasson and
Church! Mantorville

“Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; in-
cline your ears to the words of my mouth! I
will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter
dark sayings from of old, things that we have
heard and known, that our fathers have told
us. We will not hide them from their children,
but tell to the coming generation the glorious
deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the
wonders that he has done. He established a
testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Is-
rael, which he commanded our fathers to
teach to their children, that the next generation
might know them, the children yet unborn,
and arise and tell them to their children, so
that they should set their hope in God and not
forget the works of God, but keep his com-
mandments; and that they should not be like
their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious gener-
ation, whose heart was not steadfast, whose

MAIL
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spirit was not faithful to God.” (Psalm 78:1-
8,ESV)

In Psalm 78, the psalmist Asaph issues a
solemn charge to God’s people. It is a divine
imperative to pass the faith to the next gener-
ation. Failure in this task risks producing an-
other “stubborn and rebellious generation”
whose hearts wander from the Lord. Success
produces God’s blessings not only on the
generation that follows Him but upon the
whole land.

Asaph teaches a practical method for fulfill-
ing this most important of callings. Notice the
deliberate order he follows in the Psalm:

1. First, share the testimony.

Asaph begins by calling attention to what
has been “heard and known,” personal and
generational experiences of God’s faithful-
ness: “things that we have heard and known,
that our fathers have told us” (v. 3). He com-
mits not to hide these from the children but
to proclaim “the glorious deeds of the LORD,
and his might, and the wonders that he has
done” (v. 4).

A testimony is powerful because it is per-
sonal and credible. It answers the question,
“What has God done in your life (or in the
life of His people)?” It is not abstract theol-
ogy but lived reality containing stories of de-
liverance, provision, mercy, and divine
power. In sharing the faith with a new gener-
ation and with people who do not yet know
God, this remains the essential starting point.
Before quoting verses or outlining doctrines,
share the stories of God authentically. People
are often drawn first by authentic stories of
transformation, not polished arguments.

2. **Follow with a Story (Parable) That II-

lustrates Principles

Asaph declares, “I will open my mouth in a
parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old”
(v. 2). The remainder of Psalm 78 unfolds as
a historical narrative, a parable-like retelling
of Israel’s wilderness rebellions, God’s re-
peated acts of rescue, and the people’s for-
getfulness. These “dark sayings” show the
folly of unbelief, the patience of God, and the
danger of a divided heart.

Put yourself in the stories, live them and ex-
perience them anew. This makes the truth
memorable and relatable both to you and to
those you share them with. Jesus would later
master this same method, teaching profound
kingdom realities through everyday stories.
When witnessing to the lost, this step is cru-
cial. After sharing your personal testimony,
connect it to broader biblical stories or illus-
trations that reveal God’s character and our
human need. A well-chosen story or analogy
bridges the gap between “what happened to
you” and “what this means about God and
life.” It invites the listener to see themselves
in the narrative and grasp deeper truths.

3. Conclude with the Law (Clear Com-
mands and Expectations)

Only after testimony and parable does
Asaph reference the established “testimony”
and “law” in Israel (v. 5). God commanded
the fathers to teach these things so future gen-
erations would “set their hope in God... keep
his commandments” (vv. 6-7).

The law here represents God’s clear revela-
tion—His standards, promises, and instruc-
tions. It flows naturally from the stories and
is grounded in the character and deeds of
God already recounted. In evangelism, this

o First Congregational Church
- 515 Walnut Street, Mantorville * 507-635-3011
Church of the Nazarene

Pastor Johannes Marsland * 507-721-2500
205 Mantorville Ave S. Kasson
Sunday 6pm worship

Community Celebration Church
Pastor: Steve Larson * 507-634-1463
27337 Co. Hwy 34, Kasson
Sunday worship 9am & 10:30am

First Baptist Church
Pastor: John Todor
305 4th St, Kasson
Sunday 9:30am Sunday school; 10:30am worship

Church of the Holy Family
Father John Lasuba * 507-634-7520
1904 Mantorville Ave N, Kasson
Sunday 8:30am Mass; Wednesday 9am Mass

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Pat Dee pastoral asst. * 507-634-6081
101 1st St, NE, Kasson
Sunday 10am worship; Wednesday 5:30pm community meal

Mount Sion Lutheran WELS
Pastor Karl Christie * 507-634-3183
600 8th Ave NW/, Kasson

Sunday 9am worship

South Zumbro Lutheran LCMC
Pastors: Pete Wyttenbach & Jeff Bernards
4830 120th Ave SW, Kasson
Sunday Worship 9:00a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran ELCA
John Welsenburger, Deborah Lyanga, Kristin Schlauderaff
507-634-7110
301 8th Ave NW, Kasson
Sunday 9am; Wednesday 6:30pm

Pleasant Corners Evangelical Church
Pastor: Jacob Hanson * 507-634-7823
21927 650th St. Kasson
Sunday 1lam

corresponds to presenting the gospel call: re-
pentance, faith in Christ, and obedience to His
Word. Prematurely hammering rules or doc-
trines without relational context or illustrative
stories often leads to resistance or even open
hostility. But when rooted in testimony and
parable, the call to respond carries weight and
urgency. It moves the heart from curiosity to
conviction.

Applying the Pattern in Witnessing Today

This three-fold pattern Testimony -> Para-
ble/Story - Law is a God-ordained model for
reaching the lost and discipling believers. It
mirrors how the gospel itself comes to us:
God’s people testify to what they have seen
and heard; the Scriptures unfold the grand
story of redemption (with Jesus as the ulti-
mate parable of grace); and we are called to
repent and believe, walking in obedience.

-In personal conversations: Begin with your
story. Move to a biblical illustration (the
Prodigal Son, the Good Samaritan, or the Ex-
odus). End with the clear invitation to trust
Christ and follow Him.

-In family and church settings: Intentionally
tell the next generation both your stories and
the Bible’s stories. Ground them in Scripture’s
commands so they “set their hope in God.”

-In a forgetful culture: Like ancient Israel,
we live among people prone to stubbornness
and rebellion. Our task is urgent: proclaim the
glorious deeds so the coming generation does
not repeat the failures of the past.

May we, like Asaph, resolve: “We will not
hide them from their children.” As we follow
this pattern, we participate in God’s genera-
tional work of building a faithful people who
remember, believe, and obey.

Area Church Directory
The Eternal Word of God

“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the
word of our God endures forever.”

— Isaiah 40:8

The prophet Isaiah contrasts the briefness of
human life with the eternity of the Word of God.
‘We are born, grow, mature, and die, but the Word
of God remains forever. We come and go from
history, but the Word of God remains alive,
sovereign, and victorious from generation to
generation.

Many have tried to discredit the Word of God,
but its truths endure. Many unbelievers and
skeptics have tried to stand against the credibility
of Scripture, shouting with arrogance and claiming
it is false, but the Word of God is the anvil that has
broken their hammer every time. The Word of
God has overcome all the fires of intolerance and
remained victorious. It is inspired, inerrant,
infallible, and sufficient. It does not need to be
updated or redefined.

Heaven and earth will pass away, but the Word
of God will not pass away (see Luke 21:33). It is
the truth. It is the sword of the Spirit. It is a lamp
to our feet and a light for our path (Psalm
119:105). It is more precious than much refined
gold and sweeter than honey.

The Word of God restores the soul, enlightens
the eyes, gladdens the heart, and gives wisdom to
the simple. It is living and active. It is powerful.
God’s Word endures forever!

Lord God, remind us that although our lives
fade, your Word stands forever. Plant your
eternal truth in our hearts. May your Word guide
our steps, strengthen our faith, silence our
doubts, and anchor us in your unchanging
victory. Amen.

Mexican Cuisine
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HAYFIELD

Grace Methodist Church o5
Pastor: Jacob Hanson * 507-634-7823 ™
801 5th Ave NW/, Kasson
Sunday 9am worship; 10am fellowship
10:30am Sunday school

First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Loren Olson ¢ 507-634-7481
101 6th Ave N'W/, Kasson
Sunday 10am worship; 11am fellowship

Kasson Church of Christ
Pastor: Dale DePeel ¢ 507-254-7258
901 8th Ave NW/, Kasson
Sunday 10am worship
Wednesday 7:30pm prayer service

Cedar Creek Church
Pastor Barry Durkee ¢ 507-477-2255
30 East Main Street, Hayfield
CedarCreekChurch.org
Worship 10:00a.m. Sundays

West St. Olaf Lutheran, ELCA
Pastor Paul Thompson ¢ 507-365-8222
West: 70640 260 Ave, Hayfield * WestStOlaf.org
Worship 10:00a.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church
Pastor Kristen Anderson * 507-477-2248
104 1st St SE, Hayfield ¢ churchoffice@trinityhayfield.com
Sunday Worship 9:00a.m; Sunday School 10:00a.m.

Email your church announcements, schedule, etc.
to The Messenger at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY:

™€ 160 26th St NE, Owatonna
- 507-413-0819

Dining Room Open 7 Days a Week
11:00am-10:00pm

www.plazamorena.com
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United Way )
Announces
$20,000 in
Funding for
Local Dodge
\County Programs

Dodge County, MN — The United Way of
Southeast Minnesota Board of Directors re-

cently approved $20,000 in funding for four
local nonprofit programs in Dodge County, in
addition to funding organizations in Olmsted
and Fillmore Counties. United Way is sup-
porting Dodge County partners working to
help families stay housed, access early child-
hood care, and receive school readiness serv-
ices.

In Dodge County, funding will support Kas-
son-Mantorville Care and Share’s Commu-
nity Hardship Fund, which will help
households experiencing financial hardship
remain stably housed; Semcac’s Kasson Con-
tact Center, which connects community mem-
bers with essential local resources; Salvation
Army Dodge County’s Transportation Assis-
tance; and NAMI Southeast Minnesota’s
Dual Diagnosis Support Group, which sup-
ports those living with mental illnesses and
substance use disorders.

These investments are made possible by
people across our region who choose to give
through United Way. Their support allows
United Way to respond to what communities
say they need most and direct resources to-
ward local solutions in Dodge County.

“Strong communities are built by listening

Do You
Have An
Announcement?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

first and investing where families feel the
most pressure,” said Jerome Ferson, Presi-
dent of United Way of Southeast Minnesota."
When families have a safe place to live and

can access resources, they are better posi-
tioned to work, care for one another, and
build stability. We’re proud to invest in local
programs that help make that possible.”

Evergreen Cemetery Gets New Entrance

(continued from page 1)

Ron added a touch to the previous design
by making two pine trees and a heart on the
top of the arch. The cemetery board told him
not to mount them permanently until the
made a decision on them. After seeing the
completed sign the board heartly approved
them. Appreciation was expressed to all those
who assisted in rebuilding and installing the
new entrance to the cemetery.

Keeping your name in front
of your potential customers is
an essential part of marketing

your business in todays
competitive market.

Call Terry at 507-951-7417 or
email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com to place
your ad in the next Messenger

Ron Papenfus setting posts

¢ Business & Personal Tax Service
e Tax Planning
¢ Bookkeeping & Payroll

100 4th Ave, Suite 1, Plainview, MN 55964

From expert tax prep to streamlined bookkeeping, we can help.
Call us today!
Jolene Harvey, CPA e Michael Oliver, CPA e Ben Opsahl, Enrolled Agent e Colton Burke, CPA

Our Services

e Agricultural tax return preparation/bookkeeping/payroll

Serving clients in Plainview, Rochester, Zumbrota, St. Charles, Lake City & surrounding areas

www.hoo.cpa
Call: 507-534-3837
Email: info@hoo.cpa

e Financial Statement Preparation
¢ Business Consulting
e QuickBooks Pro Advisors

) In between summer fun,
? make time to shop for
¢~ your dream home!
;Q

N

“

Chris Mallery
507-273-0422

chrismallery@edinarealty.com

I =0

Friday, June 26th
11:00am-2:30pm

be handing out free ice cream!

at Kasson Feed Store
Dodge County Dairy Princesses will

107 8th-Avenue SWe ¢

?’]r Kasson Feed Store,_,

e

=y

KFS OF HOPE IN KASSON

(Formerly CHS)

v/ High-quality animal nutrition products and expert advisory services.
v Vast selection of premium feeds, supplements and supplies.
v Knowledgeable team for nutritional advice.

Quality feed
for livestock
and pets!
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Simply Tidy
Cleaning
Service

\ (continued from page 1)

They currently employ
approximately 27 team members and serve
approximately 200 residential and commer-
cial clients throughout their service area. The
majority of their clients are on recurring
schedules, including weekly, bi-weekly, and
monthly cleanings. They also provide one-
time cleanings, move-in/move-out cleanings,
deep cleans, and carpet cleaning services!

Simply Tidy serves communities throughout
Rochester, Kasson, Owatonna and every-
where in between. The services include carpet
cleaning and residential cleaning, commercial
and janitorial cleaning, deep cleaning, move-
in and move-out cleaning, vacation rental
cleaning, and customized cleaning services
designed around each client's specific needs
and priorities.

They are also proud partners of Cleaning for
a Reason, providing free cleaning services to
individuals and families undergoing cancer
treatment. Additionally, they have expanded
opportunities within their company to help
create meaningful employment for individu-

als with disabilities who want the opportunity
to work and succeed.

The average cleaning generally takes be-
tween 2 and 5 hours, depending on the size
of the home and the level of cleaning re-
quested. The standard rate is about $75 per
labor hour for residential cleaning. A standard
cleaning typically includes dusting, vacuum-
ing, mopping floors, sanitizing bathrooms,
cleaning kitchen surfaces and appliances,
wiping down high-touch areas, emptying
trash, and general tidying. They pride them-
selves on tailoring each cleaning to the
client's priorities while maintaining a thor-
ough and consistent standard of care.

One of the things that sets Simply Tidy
apart is their commitment to quality and pro-
fessionalism. Every cleaner undergoes a
background check and completes a compre-
hensive training program that includes hands-
on field training before working
independently. This ensures every team mem-
ber is equipped with the skills, tools, and
knowledge needed to provide exceptional
service.

“At our core, we believe in improving the
lives of those around us—whether that's help-
ing a busy family reclaim valuable time, sup-
porting someone facing a difficult diagnosis,
or creating meaningful employment opportu-
nities within our community”.

Simply Tidy's office is located at Suite 102,
11 East Veterans Memorial HWY Kasson,
MN 55944. You can reach them at 507-440-
9245 or find them on the web at www.sim-
plytidyclean.com.

o Life ¢ Health
e Annuities e [RA’s

* Medicare Supplements/Part D

A PLAN FOR EVERYONE

e Employee Benefits e Long Term Care

Prouiding our clients with the best couenage and value
for thecn cnsanance weeds for more than 50 years.

FAHNING & ASSOCIATES uic

Beth Hanggl
35 W. Main St., Dodge Center ® 507-374-6342 ¢ www.fahningandassocs.com

From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex: commercial or farm real estate

transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is commutted to providing real estate
transactional expertise and personal customer service.

38 W Mam St, Dodge Center ¢ 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com ¢ www.dclandtitle.com
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e
Sushi,
Anyone?
\ (continued from page 1)

The current Yang family who now own the
space moved here from Philadelphia 3 years
ago when Emily's aunt and uncle decided to
sell, due to an injury to her aunt that kept her
from the strenuous work in a restaurant.
Emily is the hostess and the server, and her
husband Yu is a specialty sushi chef, and will
make your sushi fresh to order. I believe that

is preferable to buying sushi from a gas sta-
tion or a grocery store. Her sister Gina and
brother-in-law Cao do all the cooking in the
back. I noticed there was something missing,
and realised there was no buffet. When I
asked Emily about that, she said they prefer
fresh made when it comes to any of the food
on their menu, instead of steam trays with
food sitting in them for hours at a time. Good
choice!

I wanted to know why people should come
to Haku Asian for dinner, and she replied, "A
person shouldn't have to drive to Rochester
for Chinese food. We want quality for our
customers right here in Kasson. Everything
is made fresh when ordered, and we serve
large portions for very good prices. Most of
our customers can order one meal and it will

feed two people, or they can take the rest
home to enjoy later.

The family felt very welcomed by the Kas-
son community, and have their home here,
too. Emily's niece goes to school here, and
they love the community of a small town.

If you want to try out some of the food on
the menu, you can come in, or call in your
order for pick up. To browse the menu, go to
www.hakuasian.com. You can also call in
your order at (507) 634-6818 or (507) 634-
6808, and they will have it ready when you
get here. To dine in, their hours are Tuesday
through Thursday from 11am to 8:30pm, Fri-
day and Saturday from 11am to 9 pm, Sunday
from 1lam to 8pm, and they are closed on
Monday. Their menu consists of soups, sal-
ads, appetizers, sushi bar, many variations of

rice, noodles and entrees. There are added
Chef's specials, combination plates, cooked
rolls, raw fish rolls, vegetable rolls and sushi
bar entrees. Add some sushi, sashimi, house
special rolls, a maki lunch, and lunch specials
for a mere $10.25!

Are you hungry yet?

Got a Great
Local News Stor!‘i

Tell us about it today! g =

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Larger Than |
Life 2026

\ (continued from page 1)

There will be an artisan fair starting at 10am
where you may shop for gift items created by
local crafters. The Larger Than Life unveiling
will take place at 11am and you can meet the
artists as well as see the artwork for the very
first time.

At noon there will be live music at the Pavil-

lion where you can listen or dance to the local
musicians "Orchid Jane". Food will be avail-
able from 11:30am to 1:30pm served up by
the Kasson/Mantorville Lions and Mrs.
Patty's Sweet Treats.

You may purchase tickets for the Artist Raf-
fle for a chance to win an original artist's cre-
ation for only a dollar per ticket, between
10am and 2pm.

2026 Sportsmans Raffle

The Kasson Fire Department benefit Relief Association is holding a raffle this year fea-
turing cash prizes, sporting goods and firearms. The grand prize is a Franchi SG Affinity
12 ga. shotgun. There are a number of hunting rifles, handguns and plinkers as well. Also
included in the prize list are Blackstone griddle packages, a Traeger grill, a bonfire and
a tailgate package and a $1,000 cash prize, $500, $400, $300, $200 and $100 cash prizes.

The raffle tickets are available from any KFD member and the drawing will be held
Sunday August 20th. There are only 1,750 tickets sold at $20 each. You do not need to
be present to win but need to be 18 years of age or older to purchase.
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225@@@52@%9 Yowiy et
Golthening, Jllesling viv Event?

Spaces for
10-150+ Guests
Private Dining
Cocktail Lounge
Off Site
Catering

Mantorville Art Guild

512 North Main Street, Mantorville
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Summons
State of Minnesota
County of Dodge
District Court
Third Judicial District

Court File # 20-FA-26-337

Case Type: dissolution with
children

In Re the marriage of:
Alexis Jade Smrcka,

Name of petitioner

And

Michael Robert Smrcka,

Name of respondent

Summons without Real Es-
tate

The State of Minnesota to
the above-named respondent:

Warning: Your spouse has
filed a lawsuit against you
for dissolution of your mar-
riage. A copy of the paper-

work regarding the lawsuit
is served on you with this
summons. This summons is
an official document from
the court that affects your
rights. Read this summons
carefully. If you do not un-
derstand it, contact an at-
torney for legal advice.

e The petitioner (your
spouse) has filed a lawsuit
against you asking for a dis-
solutionof your marriage (di-
vorce). A copy of the Petition
for Dissolution is attached to
the Summons. There should
also be a copy of Petitioners
Financial Affidavit attached.

* You must serve upon Peti-
tioner and file with the court
a written answer to the Peti-
tion for Dissolution of Mar-

riage and your financial affi-
davit. You must pay the re-
quired filing fee. Answer
forms and the Financial Affi-
davit form are available from
the Court Administrator’s Of-
fice. You must serve your an-
swer and Financial Affidavit
upon  Petitioner  within
Thirty (30) days of the date
you were served with this
Summons, not counting the
day of service. If you do not
serve and file you Answer
and Financial Affidavit, the
Court may give your spouse
everything he or she is asking
for in the Petition for Disso-
lution of Marriage.

* This proceeding does not
involve real property.

Notice of Temporary Re-

Paula Even Trenda
City Clerk/Administrator

NOTICE OF CANDIDATE FILING FOR 2026 MUNICIPAL ELECTION
CITY OF WEST CONCORD, MINNESOTA

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Minnesota Statute 205.13; Subd 2, that candidate fil-
ings for the City of West Concord elected offices will begin at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, July
14,2026, and end at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 28, 2026.

Candidates for the following offices file with the West Concord City Clerk/Administrator,
180 Main Street, PO Box 435, West Concord, Minnesota 55985.

CITY OFFICES

Regular Municipal Election to elect:

* City Councilmember (2 seats) for a Full-term of four years each.

City of West Concord, Minnesota

CITY OF DODGE CENTER

COUNTY OF DODGE
STATE OF MINNESOTA

NOTICE OF FILING

2026 GENERAL ELECTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a filing period will be held for candidates seeking
election to municipal offices at the general election to be conducted on November 3, 2026.
The filing period will open on Tuesday, July 14,2026, at 8:00 a.m. and will close on Tues-
day, July 28, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.

Affidavits of candidacy for the following offices must be filed at Dodge Center City Hall
located at 35 East Main Street, Dodge Center for the following seats:

Mayor for the term of four (4) years
Two Council members for the term of four (4) years

A filing fee of $2 or filing a petition in accordance with MN Statute 205.13, Subd. 3 & 4,
to the Clerk-Administrator is required in order to have the candidate’s name placed on the

municipal election ballot.

Candidates may withdraw from the ballot by filing an affidavit of withdrawal at any time
during the filing period and through Thursday, July 30, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.

For more information about the filing process, please contact Lee A. Mattson, Clerk-Ad-
ministrator at 507-374-2575.
Dated this 10th day of June, 2026

Lee A. Mattson
Clerk-Administrator

straining Provisions

Under Minnesota law, serv-
ice of this summons makes
the following requirements
apply to both parties to the
action, unless they are modi-
fied by the court or the pro-
ceeding is dismissed.:

* Neither party may dispose
of any assets except (a) for
the necessities of life or for
the necessary generation of
income or preservation of as-
sets, (b) by an agreement of
the parties in writing, or (c)
for retaining counsel to carry
on or to contest this proceed-
ing.
* Neither party may harass
the other party.

e All currently available in-
surance coverage must be
maintained and continued
without change in beneficiary
designation.

e Parties to a marriage dis-
solution proceeding are en-
couraged to attempt
alternative dispute resolution
pursuant to Minnesota law.
Alternative dispute resolution
includes mediation, arbitra-
tion and other processes as
set forth in the district court
rules. You may contact the
court administrator about re-
sources in your area. If you
cannot pay for mediation or
alternative dispute resolution,
in some counties, assistance

may be available to you
through a nonprofit provider
or a court program. If you are
a victim of domestic abuse or
threats as defined in Min-
nesota Statutes, Chapter
518B, you are not required to
try mediation and you will
not be penalized by the court
in later proceedings.

If You Violate Any Of
These Provisions, You Will
Be Subject To Sanctions By
The Court.

Notice of Parent Educa-
tion Program Require-
ments

Under Minnesota Statutes,
Section 518.157, in a con-
tested proceeding involving
custody or parenting time of
a minor child, the parties

must begin participation in a
parent education program
that meets minimum stan-
dards promulgated by the
Minnesota Supreme Court
within 30 days after the first
filing with the court. In some
Districts, parenting education
may be required in all cus-
tody or parenting proceed-
ings. You may contact the
District Court Administrator
for more additional informa-
tion regarding this require-
ment and the availability of
parent education programs.

Dated 5/26/2026

Alexis Smrcka

Petitioners signature

Name: Alexa Smrcka

City/State/Zip: Claremont,
MN 55924

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission of Dodge Center, Minnesota, will meet in the
Council Chambers, Municipal Building, on Monday, July
6, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. to consider a request made by
Thomas Donohue, at 1218 Highway Street NW, for ob-
taining an Interim Use Permit for his home occupation.

All persons desiring to be heard with reference to the
above-named request should attend this meeting or submit
a written comment to the Community Development Tech-
nician. Written comments must be received by 4:30 p.m.
on Monday, July 6, 2026, at Dodge Center City Hall, c/o
Community Development Technician, 35 East Main
Street, PO Box 430, Dodge Center, Minnesota, 55927.

Share Your
Good News!

Submit your engagement,
wedding or
birth announcement.
Email:
hometownmessenger@ gmail.com
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Nearly
900 Students
From Across
the State
Graduate From
Minnesota
Connections
Academy

Dodge County residents
among online public school

\\ program graduates

More than 880 graduating seniors from
throughout Minnesota recently received their
high school diplomas as members of Min-
nesota Connections Academy’s Class of 2026.
The tuition-free, online public school program
serving students in grades K-12 across the
state recently celebrated the graduates during
an in-person commencement ceremony at
Roy Wilkins Auditorium in St. Paul.

“Supporting student success is at the core of
our work as educators and one of the most re-
warding aspects of what we do,” said Min-
nesota Connections Academy Executive
Director Brad Swanson. “These graduates
have consistently met expectations and, in

many cases, exceeded them. It is an honor to
celebrate the achievements of the Class of
2026 as they reach this important milestone,
and we look forward to seeing the impact
they will make in their communities and be-
yond.”
Graduates from Dodge County*
included:

Alexis Clement of West Concord
Johnathan Evans of Dodge Center
Joshua Freeburg of Hayfield

The commencement ceremony featured re-
marks from student speakers including Elliott
Morris of Beaver Creek, Campbell Foust of
Savage and Asmaa Anshuur of Minneapolis.

The Class of 2026 is the 18th graduating
class for the virtual school program and they
have a wide range of post-graduation plans.
Among this year’s graduates, 44 percent plan
to attend a two- or four-year college or uni-
versity. Others will join the military, partic-
ipate in performing arts pathways, or take a
gap year as they prepare for their next chap-
ter.

Minnesota Connections Academy offers a
comprehensive virtual school experience that
keeps students motivated and engaged with
a strong circle of support and a deep sense of
belonging. The school's team of supportive
and experienced educators, specially trained
in online instruction, establish meaningful
connections with students, helping them
achieve their full potential and reach their
goals. Parents and caregivers are involved in
the learning journey as their child's Learning
Coach, serving as their mentor and guide
throughout the school day.

Minnesota Connections Academy prepares

€ THANK YOU,
- DAIRY

. PRODUCERS!

" Proud to Support
National
™ Dairy Month

-
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COMMUNITY GROWN

CEX

INSURANCE

Phone: 507-732-7614
Email:
kalassagency(@kalassagency.com

Insurance Brokers
of Byron

505 Frontage Rd NE
Byron MN 55920
Phone: 507-775-7280

Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com
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...[jou re covered!
& o
Q» WWw.vsgmi.com Q»
U Kalass Agenty Sviggum Agency ot
- 242 Main Street 133 Main Street &2
Zumbrota, MN Wanamingo :

Phone: 507-824-5105
Email:
agent(@svigguminsurance.com

North Risk Partners

Rochester
2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100
Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-288-7600

Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com \

29

students for life after graduation through its
established College and Career Readiness
program. Available to middle and high school
students, the program blends core academic
coursework with industry aligned, career-fo-
cused pathways, including IT, business,
health sciences, and marketing. Students also
build durable skills such as leadership, criti-
cal thinking, and teamwork, while gaining ac-
cess to career exploration and industry
networking opportunities that help them build
confidence, make connections, and clarify
their future goals.

Enrollment for the 2026-2027 academic
year is currently open for students in grades
K-12. Minnesota Connections Academy is

Share Your Good News
with the Community!
Submit your engagement,
wedding or birth announcement

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

hosting online information sessions for fam-
ilies interested in learning more about virtual
education. For more information about Min-
nesota Connections Academy or to begin the
enrollment process, please visit www.Min-
nesotaConnectionsAcademy.com or call 1-
833-591-0251.
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AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

112 Main Street Wanamingo, MN

Bar Hours:
Mon-Thurs 11am-10pm; Fri-Sat 11am-1am

Sun 1Tam-9pm
Kitchen Hours:

Monday-Saturday 1Tam-9pm; Sunday 11am-7pm

DRINKS ¢ APPETIZERS * SANDWICHES
BURGERS ¢ SALADS ¢ WRAPS * DESSERTS

DAILY SPECIALS

Closed Mon.; Tues-Thut 11am-9pm; F1i-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm
111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN
507-634-3133 f]

MENU
OR
BUFFET

Hours: Monday: 11am-9pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-9pm

507-451-9666

1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna ® South of Lowe’s @ Dine In Only ® Expires July 31,2026

With this ad

Cannot be used with other offers.

510% OFF

CELEBRATING
25 YEARS
OF
Don’t Let FINE DINING
Your Hurry AT
Come Before 203 é_"&’g"’
Your Hunger! N
OWATONNA
CHECK OoUT OUR 507-455-9260 BOOK YOUR
MANY NEW MON-TUES-WED-THURS TIAM-9PM FALL & WINTER EVENTS!
LUNCH & DINNER FRIDAY TIAM-9PM Banquet Hall,
MENUITEMS! g1 3:000M-9:000M = SUN Closip  Seating Up to 300
STARTS
WEEKENDS
AT 1:00PM
Full Lunch & Dinner Men
HAPPY HOUR M-F 2-6PM * $4 APPETIZERS! ull Lunch & Dinner Menu
Daily Specials
Full Bar Available

Event Center - 400 People Capacity

507-634-7400 « 401 8th Street SE, Kasson, MN

Hours: Closed Sundays & Mondays
Tues-Wed-Thurs Noon-Close; Fri & Sat 11AM-Close

* SouPs J

e Salads
e Sandwiches

e Fresh Ground Coffee

e Call [nh Order
e Groups Welcome!

Monday-Friday = 701
2nd St

10:30am to 7pm
(later during sporting events)
Saturday 10:30am to 5pm
Closed Sundays

Kenyon

5% OFF With a.d. Good through July 31,2026
Cahill Bistro & Bar

Breakfast served weekends 9am to 2pm |
Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs. 3 to 5:30pm
Mon.-Thurs. 10am - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 10am - I0pm
632 2nd street Kenyon, MN |

|
507-623-1001 - www.cahillbistrobar.com
| I — — - —

L;ﬂ
€<\

DAILY SPECIALS!
Noon Buffet 11am to 2pm

'~

5% OFF MEAL PURCHASE wimi This Ap

ORDER ONLINE!
WWW.DODGEPLAZAMORENA.COM
Sunday-Thursday 11:00am to 9:00pm
Friday-Saturday 11:00am to 10:00pm

411 W. Highway St. Dodge Center

507-374-9555

LYAY YAY YAY YAY YAY YAY VAY VAT YAY YAY VAT YAY VAT VAY VAV YAV VAT VAT

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH, DINNER

BURGERS, ESPRESSO
HOTDISH, PIZZA
ICE CREAM

TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

635 2nd Street, Kenyon
Hours:
Mon. CLOSED; Tues.-Wed.-Thurs. 11am-8pm;
Fri. Tam-8pm; Sat. 7Tam-8pm; Sun. 8am-1:30pm
507-789-1100

Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner

Generous portions,
friendly service and delicious
homestyle cooking
anytime!

30 Main Street
Dodge Center, MN 55927

Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm
507-633-3333

W fsobook
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Shon the
Kenyon Thrift Store
often to enjoy our
monthly variety of
discounts!

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm
Sat 10am-3pm
Closed Sundays and major holidays

530 2nd St. Kenyon
507-789-5622

* Over 40 Years Experience
* Residential

* Farm

* Commercial

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
for your next real estate transaction
or loan closing.

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN

Ph: 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Specializing in
Farm Equipment Repair
Authorized @2 Dealer

DOT Inspections/Welding

507-789-6321

AUTOSTRUCK PARTS
e ———————
Kenyon NAPA Store

507-789-5254
502 Huseth Street, Kenyon

+ Tires

+ Wheel alignments

+ Steering & suspension
+ Brake repair

+ A/C maintenance

+ Batteries

* Machinery Storage
- Commercial

« Livestock Buildings
+ Garages

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue

651-923-4441
Lodermeiers.net

Steel, Farm Machinery,
Car Bodies, Aluminum,
Copper, Batteries,
Appliances, E-Scrap

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm
June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am
507-527-2408
www.ldrecycling.com

641 S Main Wanamingo
507-824-2710

BASIC HANDGUN
SAFETY CLASS

For Those With No
Handgun Experience

+ Learn handgun safety
fundamentals

+ Individual classes available
+ Leam to shoot safely & properly
- You can fire a variety of handguns

Full Line of Square Tuhes,
Channels, Angle,
Flat & Pines

NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience

CALLTO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME,

(SAVE IT
FROM
TRASH)

THRIFT STORE

26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Largest Antique Store
in Dodge County

416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
507-635-5554
Facebook@
MantorvilleSquareAntiques

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
Saturday 9am to 5pm

DOUG AND MARY KLATT
Call us today!

507.259.2386

SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENGE 61154 190th St Dodge Center
907-951-1411 501-374-2524
, =
ApplianceRepair

All makes & models.
On-site service.
Vent cleaning.

Home or Commercial.

~Serving SE Minnesota ~

OVER 100 CHOCOLATE
DELICACIES HANDMADE W;;:';L“;s'l"’e{:“r
IN STORE! :

Refrigerators, Stoves,
Ranges, Ice Makers

Sl

& More!
Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00 Dll s'i“ ﬂe"en —
Reneonene 507-676-4406

Vs S
7
N

Tatge
Jewelry

Awards By Tatge
Celebrating 51 Years
of Business

625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN
(507) 789-6522

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Todd Ryan
651-764-5590

tryan @flatwaterfutures.com
Goodhue, MN
Branch Office

FAHNING &
ASSOCIATES LLC.

BETH S.
FAHNING-HANGGL
AGENT #46786
Licensed Life And Health
Insurance Agent

35 West Main Street
Dodge Center, MN 55927

(507) 374-6342

Life « LTCI - Employee Benefits
Health Insurance + MNsure Certified Agency

Bruce Freerksen
(507) 273-9110

brucewithschaefferoil @gmail.com
West Concord, MN

Traxler Law
PLLC

traxlerlaw.com
Ann Traxler
Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS
« Wills, Trusts, & Estates

PLACE
YOUR AD
(0]}
THIS PAGE

Call Terry at
507-951-7417

or

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

© Farm and Buisiness
Transition Planning

© General Practice
® Probate

502 Huseth St. Ste. C
Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420
ann@traxlerlaw.com

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

Tire...

ON-SITE OR IN-STORE
TIRE SERVICE
OTR/Farm/Truck/SUV/ATV
AGRICULTURAL TRACK SALES
AND INSTALLATION

Jon Harvey & Bradley Marking, Owners

Serving Bellechester, Goodhue & Surr ling C ies

Online tire ordering is now available on our website!

www.catcountrytire.com
Stop in or call 651-380-8731

Cat I:ountry'

- for service. !

LARGEST

GIFT STORE

IN
SO. MN!

ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABEILA’S
INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
HOME DECOR
LAWN DECORATIONS
UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm
4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna ® View/ Like us on Facebook
507-451-5661
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“THANKS

1 ©» Ou-Dairy Producers

Dodge County Dairy Princesses (left to right): Elyssa Robinson and Josie Sauder

During June Dairy Month, we celebrate all that you bring to the table.
From fresh products that nourish our bodies to the jobs and revenue generated for our communities,
dairy farms are essential in keeping our community healthy and strong.

www.heritagebankmn.com

WEST CONCORD: 181 Main Street 507-527-2236
NORTHFIELD: 1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736 Member
DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929 == FDIC






