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Happy Trails: Friendship Wagon Train
Passes Through Area

Traveling Book
Salesman from
Estonia

Artjom at the Claremont City Hall
submitted by Claremont City Hall
Artjom “Bookman” Alihodzin is a Uni-
versity student from Estonia doing his 5th
summer selling educational books door to
door here in Dodge County.
(continued on page 3)

Announcements

* The United Methodist Church of
Dodge Center at 20 First Street NE offers
a dine in and carry out meal from 5:00-
6:00pm the third Wednesday of each
month.

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

By Jocelyn Aldrich

For John and Monica Davis, of the Friend-
ship Wagon Train, touring the beautiful coun-
tryside of southeastern Minnesota has been
more than just a fun summer activity.

Since 1985, the Davis family has been par-
ticipating in wagon trains across the state.

The Friendship Wagon Train started when
John Davis became aware of a wagon train
that was hosted by Camp Courage, a camp
for children and adults with disabilities.

Soon after becoming involved with the
Camp Courage Wagon Train, John and Mon-
ica decided to start their own wagon train to
raise money for additional organizations.

John and Monica Davis are now celebrating
their 38th year of the Friendship Wagon
Train. (continued on page 3)
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Septic Service

e We Install Lift Pumps
e Opening Sewer Lines

e Tank Finder

Fiddlers Returning to
West Concord History
Center July 16

WEST CONCORD - Fiddlers will return to
the West Concord History Center July 16 at
10 a.m. to share their talents during a free
event in the gymnasium. This is a free event.

Many attendees will recognize the music
created by the fiddles two of which were
manufactured in the 1800s and are owned by
the museum.

Many of the musicians who will perform are
members of the Minnesota State Fiddlers As-
sociation, which has a mission to educate the
public about the history behind the music and
the instruments.

Questions from the audience are welcome,
and the musicians will discuss the meaning
and significance of songs.

507-753-2408
507-273-1999

We Service
Dodge County
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Send |
Someone
Else!

\ By Pastor Colleen Hoeft

Excuses, Excuses!!! they’re not real rea-
sons; they’re just ways of avoiding what we
really don’t want to do. That’s why what Ben-
jamin Franklin said is so true: “He that is
good at making excuses is seldom good for
anything else.” So, stop making excuses!

If you want to be all that God has called you
to be, stop coming up with so-called “rea-
sons” why you can’t do what God has asked
you to do. Stop telling Him, “It’s too hard” or
“What if...” or “I'm not qualified.” If you
want to be used of God to advance His eternal
purposes on this planet, then stop trying to
justify your inactivity.

That’s a lesson Moses had to learn before
God could use Him in any significant way.
God told Moses to lead the Israelites out of
slavery in Egypt, but Moses has all kinds of
“reasons” why He couldn’t do that.

Moses first excuse was- Who am 1? I'm
just a nobody- you don’t want me to do this!

Yet, God didn’t even try to talk him out of
that mindset- because Moses was correct —
he was a nobody- without Christ- without
grace and mercy through the death and resur-
rection of Christ- we are all ‘nobodies! Moses
was a shepherd out in the wilderness. No one
knew him, no one gave him a second
thought- he was a nobody.

You and I are also nobody!!! In the eyes of
the world, you may be ‘somebody’ but in the
eyes of heaven and all the hosts of heaven
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you are just a small gnat in time!

God’s answer instead of a pep talk was short
and sweet, “I will be with you.” Moses you
won’t be a lone- I will be there; I am going to
lead you—trust me- follow me! But Moses
wasn’t finished...

Moses’ second excuse: I don’t know what
to say! God gave him the very words to share
with the people of Israel, “I Am who I Am.
Say this to the people of Israel: I AM, has sent
me to you. Now go” Moses I’ve given you
the words and I will be with you- now go...

Moses’ third excuse; What if they won’t be-
lieve me or listen to me? Moses asks the
question many of us ask when faced with a
real challenge: “What if? What if they don’t
believe me? What if something goes wrong?
What if it doesn’t work?”

God’s response was: “What is that in your
hand?”

God took what Moses had in his hand and
demonstrated His power through it. You see,
Moses already had everything he needed to
do what God called him to do. He didn’t need
newer and better equipment. He didn’t need
more money or more of this or that. He just
needed the Lord who would use what Moses
already had to overcome the forces of evil.
Moses needed to trust in God’s power!

It’s interesting to note; God didn’t even an-
swer Moses excuses- He demonstrated His
power to accomplish all that He asked him to
do. Trust me Moses- I got this. Instead,
Moses threw out excuse number 4:

I can’t do this! God said, I know you
Moses- I know all about you, I know your
strengths, your weaknesses, your abilities and

your disabilities and I'm sending you. God
asks Moses to trust in His design and to trust
in His plan.

Trust in God’s plan. You and I must choose
to depend on God’s design. We need to rely
on His wisdom in the way He made us. That’s
what God tells Moses to do. Not only did
God give Moses miracles to perform. God
gave Moses his mouth with a message to pro-
claim. And that’s what we need to do if we’re
going to be all that God calls us to be. You
need to trust that God knew what He was
doing when He made you the way He did.

An African proverb says, “If you think you
are too small to make a difference, try spend-
ing the night in a closed room with a mos-
quito.” (Robert Dawson, Lake Park,
Georgia.) Trust in God’s provision. Even
after the demonstration of power and recog-
nizing that God did know what He was
doing- Moses had to try to get out of His call-
ing- one more time:

Send someone else! I really don’t want to
do this God- You don’t really want me to do
this God- you’ve got the wrong guy God!
PLEASE send someone else!!! God simply
won’t take “no” for an answer. God is angry
with Moses because of his unbelief. God had
said, “I AM,” but all Moses could say was, “I
am not! They won’t believe me. I can’t talk.”
So, God gives him miracles to perform, a
mouth to proclaim, and now God gives him a
man to prepare for the task ahead.

Moses has finally run out of excuses! He
has nothing more to say. God has promised
him everything he needs (and more) to lead
his people out of Egypt. Moses needs to step

Area Church Directory

&0 Faith Lutheran Church
- 308 2nd St. NW/, Dodge Center

H 507-374-2174

Traditional Worship 9a.m.; Fellowship 10a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
404 Central Avenue N, Dodge Center
Rev. Elliott Malm 507-633-2253
https://gracedc.church
Worship 9a.m.; Sunday School 10:30a.m.

Praise Fellowship Church
602 Central Avenue S, Dodge Center
507-374-6400
Kidz Church 9:15a.m.; Sunday Worship 9:30a.m.

Dodge Center Methodist Church
201 1st St. NE, Dodge Center
507-374-6885
Sunday Morning Worship at 8:30a.m.,
Fellowship Time Following

St. John Baptist De La Salle
20 2nd St. NE, Dodge Center * 507-374-6830
Mass Saturday 5p.m.

Living Water Assembly Church
104 1st St. NW, Dodge Center
Roy Andrews ¢ 507-374-6561
Sunday 10a.m.

Dodge Center SDA Church
410 3rd Ave. SW
Dodge Center ¢ 507-374-6895
Sabbath School 9:15a.m.; Saturday Worship 11a.m.

Anchor of Hope Church,
a 7th Day Baptist Congregation
203 E. Main St.,, Dodge Center * 507-374-6755
Saturday 10a.m. Worship; 11:45a.m. Sabbath School

Bible Lutheran Church
(American Assoc. of Lutheran Churches)
11 1st Ave. N.E., Dodge Center
www.biblelc.org ¢ 612-803-1212
Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

(weekly sermons available on You Tube and on website)

First Congregational Church
12 Second Street NW/
Dodge Center, MN 55927 « 507-633-6873
www.congregationalchurchdc.com

= Mark Martig, Pastor
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out in faith trusting God to supply he needs
for the mission ahead. Moses had to take a
step of faith and begin the journey to Egypt.

Philippians 4:19 says, “My God will meet
all your needs according to his glorious riches
in Christ Jesus.”

If you want God to supply your needs you
need to step out in faith first. You need to
begin the journey and start doing what God
told you to do. Then, and only then, will God
start giving you what you need for the jour-
ney. What is God asking you to do?

* Repent of a sin? Or an addiction? 1 John
1:9

e Serve — find out how you can serve at
church, in the community Matthew 20:28

» Forgive someone, or seek forgiveness-
Matthew 5:23-24

* Take a step of faith in baptism (talk to your
pastor)- Acts 2:38

* Give an offering —commit to give regu-
larly to your local place of worship. 2
Corinthians 9:7, Malichi 3:10.

e Share your faith with someone. Matthew
28:19-20

Take the next step. Step into the call-and
answer God: Say YES LORD - SEND ME

v

DO YOU
HAVE A
STORY IDEA?

E-mail:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

The Fragility of the Powerful

No sooner are [rulers] planted . . . no sooner do they
take root . . . than he blows on them and they wither,
and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff.

— Isaiah 40:24

The powerful people of this world tend to think they are
strong and mighty, but they are fragile. They think they
have the control of history in their hands, but they do not.
Their stability is provisional. Their strength is temporary.
Their wealth is volatile.

Their fragility contrasts with the omnipotence of God.
Their instability contrasts with the eternity of God.
Political rulers are fragile and temporary, but God is all-
powerful and permanent. Scripture says people “are like a
breath; their days are like a fleeting shadow” (Psalm
144:4), but God is unshakably the same “from everlasting
to everlasting” (Psalm 90:2).

God controls the nations. He raises up kingdoms and
overthrows them. He gives politicians and other leaders
positions of power and takes them down. Compared to the
Lord, rulers on the earth are barely planted and rooted
before they wither. All it takes is a breath from the
Almighty to blow them away like chaff.

Rulers who try to defy God do not prevail. The arrogant
may try to stand against the righteous God, but they will
only be swept away.

Put your trust in God, our only true refuge and strength!

Almighty God, teach us not to trust in fragile human
power but in your eternal strength. Humble the proud
and uphold the faithful, we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

CLAREMONT

1st Presbyterian Church

200 East Street, Claremont * 5282320
Pastor Doug Walters
Sunday Worship at 10:00a.m.

St. John Lutheran Church

4532 SE 84th Avenue, Claremont * 528-2404
Pastor Alan Broadwell
Sunday Service at 10:30a.m.

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY:

Mexican Guisine
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Faith Community Church &P
305 State Street N, West Concord ™
507-527-2244

Interim Pastor, Steve Anderson
Sunday 9:30a.m. Worship; 10:45a.m. Sunday School
www.fcewe.org

Facebook: WC Faith Community Church

Hegre Lutheran, ELCA
51939 Highway 56 Blvd., Kenyon ¢ 507-527-2353
Sunday: 9:15a.m. Sunday School; 10:30a.m. Worship

Trinity Lutheran, ELCA
301 Highland St., West Concord * 507-527-2778
trinitychurchwe.net
Sunday worship video is posted on Facebook:
Trinitylutheranchurchwestconcordmn
Sundays 9:30a.m. Worship in building and live streamed on
Facebook.
Sunday School 10:30a.m.
Tuesday Men’s Bible Study, 7:00a.m.
at church and via Zoom
Call church for more information on ministries and events.

Church of Christ
55087 200th Ave., West Concord * 507-527-2723
Pastor Peter Moen
9:00a.m. Sunday School; 10:00a.m. Worship

concordchurchmn.com

Zwingli United Church of Christ
“The Berne Church”

23148 Co. Hwy. 24, West Concord ¢ 507-356-4340
Pastor Beth Anthony

Sunday 10:00a.m. Worship; Find us on Facebook

Email your church announcements,
schedule, etc. to the The Messenger at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

"( 160 26th St NE, Owatonna

507-413-0819
Dining Room Open 7 Days a Week
11:00am-10:00pm

www.plazamorena.com
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Happy Trails:

Friendship
Wagon Train
Passes

Through Area
N

The goal of each wagon train has always
been to raise money to support organizations

that serve individuals with disabilities.
Throughout the years, they have raised thou-
sands of dollars for multiple organizations, in-
cluding Camp Courage, Camp Friendship,
Camp Winnebago, and, most recently, the
Minnesota Special Olympics.

The Friendship Wagon Train has become a
family tradition. Not only are members of the
Davis family involved, including their grand-
kids, but many individuals come back to
travel with the Friendship Wagon Train year
after year. Jollene Gundermann from Waseca
is one of them. She greatly enjoys the wagon-
train life and has been doing it since 1986.
She loves reconnecting with the Friendship
Wagon Train members and

watching the children grow up from year to
year. Gundermann says as long as she can

still ride, she will continue to be involved in
the wagon-train tradition.

In addition to local Minnesotans, many peo-
ple from out of state come every year. This
year, individuals came from Louisiana, Mis-
souri, Tennessee, Illinois, Wisconsin, and

(continued from page 1)

Iowa. Karen Gohn and her husband, Michael,
travel from Tennessee each year. Karen loves
the scenery she gets to see as she travels
through the Minnesota countryside.

She also greatly enjoys the people and says,
“it gets to be like a family.” Tina and Curt
Leis are also committed wagon train travel-
ers. Tina says, “[the] first time we came, we
knew we wanted to come a lot.” The com-
mitment and camaraderie displayed by each
of the members of the Friendship Wagon
Train is another reason the organization is so
special.

Monica Davis notes that people come to
travel not only because they enjoy it, but also
because the Friendship Wagon Train rides for
a good cause. Monica says she is proud of the
results that they see, raising between
$25,000-$30,000 each year for the cause.

The Friendship Wagon Train takes a differ-
ent route in southern Minnesota every sum-
mer. This means they can see new sites and
connect with different communities in south-
ern Minnesota. They work with local
churches and community groups to help pro-
vide meals and other services along the trail.
Connecting with local individuals and busi-
nesses is another way the Friendship Wagon
Train has made such an impact in the past 38
years.

Early morning, the Friendship Wagon Train
is up and moving, sending the trailers and ve-
hicles ahead to the next destination. After
breakfast, the rest of the company prepares
to saddle up. As the horses and mules were
saddled and hooked to the wagons, you could
feel excitement in the air. A mule would bray,
and a horse would answer back, starting a
small chorus of livestock in response. At 8:15
am, the Friendship Wagon Train lined up and
headed down the road towards Skyberg for

Traveling Book Salesman from Estonia

(continued from page 1)

He has spent the last couple weeks making calls in Dodge Center, Claremont and West
Concord. About 400 University students from Europe come to the United States each
summer to earn money for their education selling books door to door. He first introduces
himself to the local city administration and gets permission to sell educational materials
in the community before beginning his sales calls.

Artjom is studying for a Business degree back home in Estonia and is staying with a
host family in Rochester while working here. He will be in the Dodge County area for an-
other couple weeks. This is his first year in Minnesota and he finds the weather very sim-
ilar to Estonia, unpredictable. In previous years he has working one summer in Utah and
three summers in Ohio. He is enjoying his time and finds the people in southern Minnesota

to be “very welcoming.”

KFS OF HOPE IN KASSON

(Formerly CHS)

Quality feed
for livestock
and pets!

v High-quality animal nutrition products and expert advisory services.
v Vast selection of premium feeds, supplements and supplies.
v Knowledgeable team for nutritional advice.

lunch. They set off at a steady pace of 3 mph.

If you would like to donate to the Friend-
ship Wagon Train and support the Minnesota

Special Olympics, or if you are interested
in joining the Friendship Wagon Train, con-
tact

John and Monica Davis at 507-365-8064 or
Monica Davis at 507-696-1418. All dona-
tions are appreciated.

This was the 2026 Schedule and Route

e June 19: Volunteers assemble at Cannon
Valley Fairgrounds in Cannon Falls, MN.

e June 20: Cannon Falls, Stanton (lunch) O
Transburg farm near Northfield.

e June 21: Transburg farm, Nerstrand
(lunch), Kenyon.

e June 22: Kenyon, West Concord (lunch),
Dodge Center.

e June 23: Layover in Dodge Center with
public wagon rides available.

e June 24: Dodge Center, Claremont
(lunch), Owatonna fairgrounds.

e June 25: Owatonna, Meriden (lunch),
Waseca fairgrounds.

Share Your Good News!

Submit your engagement,

wedding or

birth announcement.
Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

e June 26: Waseca, Wilton (lunch), New
Richland.

e June 27: Final ceremony in New Richland
to present donations to Special Olympics
Minnesota

Local organizations such as Lions Clubs,
churches, American Legion groups, FFA, and
4H clubs provide meals and support along the
route. Fire departments assist with water sup-
ply, and communities host evening camps for
the volunteers The public is encouraged to
watch the wagons, interact with participants,
and purchase souvenirs like hats and t-shirts
from the Peddler Wagon The wagon train has
been active for over 34 years, raising more
than half a million dollars for Special
Olympics Minnesota. Each year, the event
draws teams from multiple states, including
Minnesota, Tennessee, South Dakota, North
Dakota, Illinois, Louisiana, Wisconsin, and
Towa. Wagons vary in design, from traditional
wooden wheels to modified vehicles, and
participants range from long-time volunteers
to new drivers.
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Drive & Thrive:
Confidence
with Tractors,
Trucks &

& Trailers

University of Minnesota Extension will
offer Drive & Thrive: Confidence with Trac-
tors, Trucks & Trailers, a hands-on educa-
tional program designed to build confidence
and strengthen machinery operation skills
among beginning and interested operators
across Minnesota.

This is a low-stress opportunity for learners
to get behind the wheel of a tractor and a pick-
up and learn how to drive forward and in re-
verse with trailers and implements, along with
overviews of safety features and the mainte-
nance of vehicles.

The 2026 Drive & Thrive workshops will be
held July 18 at the Steele County Community
Center in Owatonna, MN from 2:00 to 6:45
p-m. The training features 1:1 hands-on driv-
ing instruction in a pick-up truck with a trailer
and a tractor with an implement. Participants
will gain experience in areas such as safely
connecting and disconnecting equipment,
driving in reverse with an attached implement
or trailer, understanding tractor controls, rec-
ognizing hazards, using new technologies,

and applying practical farm safety practices.

During the individual one-to-one sessions,
the rest of the participants will complete
group activities focused on farm safety and
risk management, along with first aid basics.
The fee to attend is $35 per participant and a
meal is provided. Registration is limited. 18+
age limit. Register online at
z.umn.edu/WAGN.

“Farm machinery and implements can feel
intimidating, especially for those who are
newer to operating equipment,” said Ryan
Lermon, Extension educator. “Drive &
Thrive provides a supportive, low=pressure
environment where participants can learn,
practice, ask questions, and ultimately feel
safer and more confident on their farm.”

This program is open to people of any expe-
rience level and is sponsored by Compeer Fi-
nancial.

More information about farm safety and
Extension programs can be found at www.ex-
tension.umn.edu.

o Life ¢ Health
e Annuities e [RA’s

* Medicare Supplements/Part D

A PLAN FOR EVERYONE

e Employee Benefits e Long Term Care

Prouiding our clients with the best couenage and value
for thecn cnsanance weeds for more than 50 years.

FAHNING & ASSOCIATES uic

Beth Hanggl
35 W. Main St., Dodge Center ® 507-374-6342 ¢ www.fahningandassocs.com

From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex: commercial or farm real estate

transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is commutted to providing real estate
transactional expertise and personal customer service.

38 W Mam St, Dodge Center ¢ 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com ¢ www.dclandtitle.com
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Wasioja
Seminary
Ruins Ribbon
@ Cutting

Wasioja, Minnesota — Dodge County and
the community of Wasioja are celebrating the
completion of the Wasioja Seminary Ruins
Stabilization Project, a milestone made pos-
sible through local leadership, regional col-
laboration, and support from the State of
Minnesota.

With support from Senator Carla Nelson,
State Representative Duane Quam, and an
extensive group of local advocates working
towards this effort over decades, funding for
the project was awarded in 2023. Work
began in late fall of 2024, and focused on the
stabilization of the ruins that were destroyed
by a fire in 1905. The effort was funded
through a general fund appropriation to the
Minnesota Historical Society for a grant to
Dodge County. The final touches were re-
cently completed and it is ready for its official
re-opening!

The team, led by MacDonald and Mack Ar-
chitects, included Environmental Associates,
Inc., which completed the masonry and struc-
tural stabilization. Archaeological investiga-

tion and monitoring were conducted by
Nienow Cultural Consultants, LLC (NCC).

“This is a proud moment for Wasioja and
our County,” said David Kenworthy, Chair of
the Dodge County Board of Commissioners.
“The stabilization project will have a lasting
impact on preserving the history in Dodge
County for decades to come.”

The original structure was built from native
limestone and was completed in 1860 and
opened with an enrollment of more than 300
students and was known as the Minnesota
Seminary. By 1861 the school had been re-
named Northwestern College and offered
classes on all levels from primary to colle-
giate.

A-ribbon cutting event will be held on Tues-
day, July 28, 2026 at the Seminary Park in

Wasioja located at 602nd St, Dodge Center,
MN 55927. Schedule of events: Networking
and Photos 2:00 p.m.; Ceremony begins
promptly at 2:30 p.m. Self-guided tours of the
ruins will be allowed after the ribbon cutting.
The public is invited to attend this event. Ar-
rive early as parking is limited. Event will
take place rain or shine.

Do You
Have An
Announcement?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Bill with Rice Lake Honey photos by Nadine Langworthy ~ Jim Jensen at the Lions Club grill
Patriotic McNeilus cement truck in parade Flags and fire trucks in the parade

Ben Owen and David Scraton on an old International Farmall tractor Bob & Lyn, Tony & Candy, Deb & Wade
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Colton Smisek in a convertible

Saturday night live band “Good One Gary”

g

O0U udveriisers appreciatetyou
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Friday evening rainbow

- |

“Turning your Vision into Reality”

Embroidery, Laser Engraving,
Heat Transfers

Gary: 507.951.7154
Heather: 507.951.5193

Email:
ghcustoms324@gmail.com

www.ghcustomsllc.com v
40 W. Main, Dodge Center, MN




Page 8

- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD,

Legal Notices

KASSON, MANTORVILLE, HAYFIELD MESSENGER -

July 2, 2026

Summons
State of Minnesota
County of Dodge
District Court
Third Judicial District
Court File # 20-FA-26-337

Case Type: dissolution with
children

In Re the marriage of:
Alexis Jade Smrcka,

Name of petitioner

And

Michael Robert Smrcka,

Name of respondent

Summons without Real Es-
tate

The State of Minnesota to
the above-named respondent:

Warning: Your spouse has
filed a lawsuit against you
for dissolution of your mar-
riage. A copy of the paper-
work regarding the lawsuit
is served on you with this
summons. This summons is
an official document from
the court that affects your
rights. Read this summons
carefully. If you do not un-
derstand it, contact an at-
torney for legal advice.

e The petitioner (your
spouse) has filed a lawsuit
against you asking for a dis-
solutionof your marriage (di-
vorce). A copy of the Petition
for Dissolution is attached to
the Summons. There should
also be a copy of Petitioners
Financial Affidavit attached.

* You must serve upon Peti-
tioner and file with the court
a written answer to the Peti-
tion for Dissolution of Mar-

Your Home for
Twins Baseball
Tim McNiff Weekday Mornings
www.kymnradio.net

riage and your financial affi-
davit. You must pay the re-
quired filing fee. Answer
forms and the Financial Affi-
davit form are available from
the Court Administrator’s Of-
fice. You must serve your an-
swer and Financial Affidavit
upon  Petitioner  within
Thirty (30) days of the date
you were served with this
Summons, not counting the
day of service. If you do not
serve and file you Answer
and Financial Affidavit, the
Court may give your spouse
everything he or she is asking
for in the Petition for Disso-
lution of Marriage.

* This proceeding does not
involve real property.

Notice of Temporary Re-
straining Provisions

Under Minnesota law, serv-

ice of this summons makes
the following requirements
apply to both parties to the
action, unless they are modi-
fied by the court or the pro-
ceeding is dismissed.:

* Neither party may dispose
of any assets except (a) for
the necessities of life or for
the necessary generation of
income or preservation of as-
sets, (b) by an agreement of
the parties in writing, or (c)
for retaining counsel to carry
on or to contest this proceed-
ing.
* Neither party may harass
the other party.

e All currently available in-
surance coverage must be
maintained and continued
without change in beneficiary
designation.

e Parties to a marriage dis-

Share Your Good News
with the Community!
Submit your engagement,

wedding or birth announcement

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

solution proceeding are en-
couraged to attempt alterna-
tive  dispute  resolution
pursuant to Minnesota law.
Alternative dispute resolution
includes mediation, arbitra-
tion and other processes as
set forth in the district court
rules. You may contact the
court administrator about re-
sources in your area. If you
cannot pay for mediation or
alternative dispute resolution,
in some counties, assistance
may be available to you
through a nonprofit provider
or a court program. If you are
a victim of domestic abuse or
threats as defined in Min-
nesota Statutes, Chapter

518B, you are not required to
try mediation and you will
not be penalized by the court
in later proceedings.

If You Violate Any Of
These Provisions, You Will
Be Subject To Sanctions By
The Court.

Notice of Parent Educa-
tion Program Require-
ments

Under Minnesota Statutes,
Section 518.157, in a con-
tested proceeding involving
custody or parenting time of
a minor child, the parties
must begin participation in a
parent education program
that meets minimum stan-
dards promulgated by the

Minnesota Supreme Court
within 30 days after the first
filing with the court. In some
Districts, parenting education
may be required in all cus-
tody or parenting proceed-
ings. You may contact the
District Court Administrator
for more additional informa-
tion regarding this require-
ment and the availability of
parent education programs.

Dated 5/26/2026

Alexis Smrcka

Petitioners signature

Name: Alexa Smrcka

City/State/Zip: Claremont,
MN 55924
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JoinUs
for the
Melodrama,
The Treasure
of

\Shiver River!

Our next Melodrama is "The Treasure of
Shiver River" by Flip Kobler & Cindy Mar-
cus, directed by Ryan Frank. The show runs
July 10-26: Fridays & Saturdays at 7:00 pm
and Sundays at 2:00 pm.

About the show

Get ready for the freshest old-fashioned
mellerdramer this side of the Mississippi! Al-
though Colonel Sanders has the best cattle
herd you've heard of, he needs a good return
at the upcoming auction to keep his ranch!
Rumor has it there's a treasure hidden on his
property. Enter Rod Enreel, the snake sales-
man with a plot (or two ... or 26?) to thwart
the auction and claim the treasure for him-
self. Colonel Sanders, his daughter Heidi
Claire, and our hero Marshall Law will need
to step in and save the day! With an uproari-
ous set of characters, including a female pi-
rate queen, grizzled old prospector, German
doctor, and former gambling addict, come
help the newspaper reporter Scoop O'Mally
get the all facts straight!

Meet the cast/crew

Reed as Lotta Luck - Owner of the Shiver
Valley Hotel

Dewey Dewitz as Scoop O'Mally - Eager
newspaper man

Drew Adams as Rod Enreel - A man with a
plan or two (or twenty-six)

Savannah Potter as Paige Turner - Loves
Rod almost as much as her romance novels

Allison Rautmann as Heidi Claire Sanders
- Always sees the bright side of things

Cameron Harris as Colonel Sanders -
Owner of Shiver Valley Ranch

Aaron Avlon as Max Bid - Auctioneer

Cheryl Frarck as Gail Bid - Max's mother

Knox Goundry as Marshall Law - Territo-
rial marshal

Jessica Hukee as Orin Gold - Prospector
searching for the treasure

Alexis Swintek as Burlap Bonnie - Ex-pi-

rate queen

Emilie Pentico as Dr. Ophelia Payne - Ger-
man doctor

Ryan Harvey as the pianist

Alicia Weinberger as assistant director

Sydney Frank as light director

Melodramas are family friendly; tickets are
$10. Reservations can be made online at
www.mantorvilletheatrecompany.com or by
phone (507-635-5420). Walk-ins are also
welcome! All seats are general admission.
There are volunteer slots open for the entire
summer to help usher. Volunteers get to
watch the show for free! You can find the sign
up links on our website.

SURVIVANNDAYS{GARAGESATES

i you are plkinning to Rave a garkge
sale during Survival Days, eoiiasi
Kim Jones &t Jones.Kim@iromiist.eoin
o priveis messaye Via Facsbool.
Your ad will be plassd In the WC
Messenger papr for No ehargs,
listed on The Survival Days Fassboolk
page, and added o a list of all salss
ihait will bs avallkble at City rlallk
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INCLUDED opy 114g
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www.hoo.cpa
Call: 507-534-3837
Email: info@hoo.cpa

100 4th Ave, Suite 1, Plainview, MN 55964

From expert tax prep to streamlined bookkeeping, we can help.
Call us today!
Jolene Harvey, CPA ¢ Michael Oliver, CPA e Ben Opsahl, Enrolled Agent e Colton Burke, CPA

Our Services
e Business & Personal Tax Service
e Tax Planning
¢ Bookkeeping & Payroll

e Financial Statement Preparation
 Business Consulting
e QuickBooks Pro Advisors

e Agricultural tax return preparation/bookkeeping/payroll

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, AMERICA!

COMMUNITY GROWN INSURANCE
...you’re covered!

Serving clients in Plainview, Rochester, Zumbrota, St. Charles, Lake City & surrounding areas

[m———————————— AN —————————————

YES! | would like a | year subscription to The Messenger
Please enclose a $49.00 check payable to The Messenger.

WWWw.vsgmi.com Name
LOCALLY AVAILABLE FROM
Address
Kalass Agenty Sviggum Agency City/State/Zip
242 Main Street 133 Main Street
Zumbrota, MN Wanamingo Phone No.

Phone: 507-732-7614 Phone: 507-824-5105

Email: _ Email Check Enclosed Charge My: Visa MasterCard AMEX Discover ____
kalassageucy@kalassageucy com ageut@smggum msurance.com
Account #
Insurance Brokers North Risk Partners CWV Security Code: Exp. Date:

of Byron Rochester

505 Frontage Rd NE
Byron MN 55920
Phone: 507-775-7280

Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com

2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100
Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-288-7600

Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com

Mail this form to: The Messenger Business & Subscription Office
32 West Main, PO Box 33, Dodge Center, MN 55927
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

-1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Email |
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

|
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AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

112 Main Street Wanamingo, MN

Bar Hours:
Mon-Thurs 11am-10pm; Fri-Sat 11am-1am

Sun 1Tam-9pm
Kitchen Hours:

Monday-Saturday 1Tam-9pm; Sunday 11am-7pm

DRINKS ¢ APPETIZERS * SANDWICHES
BURGERS ¢ SALADS ¢ WRAPS * DESSERTS

DAILY SPECIALS

Closed Mon.; Tues-Thut 11am-9pm; F1i-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm
111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN
507-634-3133 f]

MENU
OR
BUFFET

Hours: Monday: 11am-9pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-9pm

507-451-9666

1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna ® South of Lowe’s @ Dine In Only ® Expires July 31,2026

With this ad

Cannot be used with other offers.

510% OFF

CELEBRATING
25 YEARS
OF
Don’t Let FINE DINING
Your Hurry AT
Come Before 203 é_"&’g"’
Your Hunger! N
OWATONNA
CHECK OoUT OUR 507-455-9260 BOOK YOUR
MANY NEW MON-TUES-WED-THURS TIAM-9PM FALL & WINTER EVENTS!
LUNCH & DINNER FRIDAY TIAM-9PM Banquet Hall,
MENUITEMS! g1 3:000M-9:000M = SUN Closip  Seating Up to 300
STARTS
WEEKENDS
AT 1:00PM
Full Lunch & Dinner Men
HAPPY HOUR M-F 2-6PM * $4 APPETIZERS! ull Lunch & Dinner Menu
Daily Specials
Full Bar Available

Event Center - 400 People Capacity

507-634-7400 e 401 8th Street SE, Kasson, MN

Hours: Closed Sundays & Mondays
Tues-Wed-Thurs Noon-Close; Fri & Sat 11AM-Close

e Soups J

e Salads
e Sandwiches

e Fresh Ground Coffee

e Call [nh Order
e Groups Welcome!

Monday-Friday = 701
2nd St

10:30am to 7pm
(later during sporting events)
Saturday 10:30am to 5pm
Closed Sundays

Kenyon

5% OFF With a.d. Good through July 31,2026
Cahill Bistro & Bar

Breakfast served weekends 9am to 2pm |
Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs. 3 to 5:30pm
Mon.-Thurs. 10am - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 10am - I0pm
632 2nd street Kenyon, MN |

|
507-623-1001 - www.cahillbistrobar.com
| I — — - —

L;ﬂ
€<\

DAILY SPECIALS!
Noon Buffet 11am to 2pm

'~

5% OFF MEAL PURCHASE wimi This Ap

ORDER ONLINE!
WWW.DODGEPLAZAMORENA.COM
Sunday-Thursday 11:00am to 9:00pm
Friday-Saturday 11:00am to 10:00pm

411 W. Highway St. Dodge Center

507-374-9555

LYAY YAY YAY YAY YAY YAY VAY VAT YAY YAY VAT YAY VAT VAY VAV YAV VAT VAT

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH, DINNER

BURGERS, ESPRESSO
HOTDISH, PIZZA
ICE CREAM

TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

635 2nd Street, Kenyon
Hours:
Mon. CLOSED; Tues.-Wed.-Thurs. 11am-8pm;
Fri. Tam-8pm; Sat. 7Tam-8pm; Sun. 8am-1:30pm
507-789-1100

Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner

Generous portions,
friendly service and delicious
homestyle cooking
anytime!

30 Main Street
Dodge Center, MN 55927

Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm
507-633-3333

W fsobook
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|
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Shop the
Kenyon Thrift Store
often to enjoy our
monthly variety of
discounts!

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm
Sat 10am-3pm
Closed Sundays and major holidays

530 2nd St. Kenyon
507-789-5622

* Over 40 Years Experience
* Residential

* Farm

* Commercial

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
for your next real estate transaction
or loan closing.

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN

Ph: 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Specializing in
Farm Equipment Repair
Authorized @2 Dealer

DOT Inspections/Welding

507-789-6321

AUTOSTRUCK PARTS
e ———————
Kenyon NAPA Store

507-789-5254
502 Huseth Street, Kenyon

+ Tires

+ Wheel alignments

+ Steering & suspension
+ Brake repair

+ A/C maintenance

+ Batteries

* Machinery Storage
- Commercial

« Livestock Buildings
+ Garages

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue

651-923-4441
Lodermeiers.net

Steel, Farm Machinery,
Car Bodies, Aluminum,
Copper, Batteries,
Appliances, E-Scrap

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm
June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am
507-527-2408
www.ldrecycling.com

641 S Main Wanamingo
507-824-2710

BASIC HANDGUN
SAFETY CLASS

For Those With No
Handgun Experience

+ Learn handgun safety
fundamentals

+ Individual classes available
+ Leam to shoot safely & properly
« You can fire a variety of handguns

Full Line of Square Tuhes,
Channels, Angle,
Flat & Pines

NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience

CALLTO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME,

(SAVE IT
FROM
TRASH)

THRIFT STORE

26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Largest Antique Store
in Dodge County

416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
507-635-5554
Facebook@
MantorvilleSquareAntiques

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
Saturday 9am to 5pm

DOUG AND MARY KLATT
Call us today!

507.259.2386

SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENGE 61154 190th St Dodge Center
907-951-1411 501-374-2524
, =
ApplianceRepair

All makes & models.
On-site service.
Vent cleaning.

Home or Commercial.

~Serving SE Minnesota ~

OVER 100 CHOCOLATE
DELICACIES HANDMADE W;;:';L“;s'l"’e{:“r
IN STORE! :

Refrigerators, Stoves,
Ranges, Ice Makers

Sl

& More!
Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00 Dllsiin ﬂe"en —
Reneonene 507-676-4406

Vs S
7
N

Tatge
Jewelry

Awards By Tatge
Celebrating 51 Years
of Business

625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN
(507) 789-6522

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Todd Ryan
651-764-5590

tryan @flatwaterfutures.com
Goodhue, MN
Branch Office

FAHNING &
ASSOCIATES LLC.

BETH S.
FAHNING-HANGGL
AGENT #46786
Licensed Life And Health
Insurance Agent

35 West Main Street
Dodge Center, MN 55927

(507) 374-6342

Life « LTCI - Employee Benefits
Health Insurance + MNsure Certified Agency

Bruce Freerksen
(507) 273-9110

brucewithschaefferoil @gmail.com
West Concord, MN

Traxler Law
PLLC

traxlerlaw.com
Ann Traxler
Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS
« Wills, Trusts, & Estates

PLACE
YOUR AD
(0]}
THIS PAGE

Call Terry at
507-951-7417

or

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

© Farm and Buisiness
Transition Planning

© General Practice
® Probate

502 Huseth St. Ste. C
Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420
ann@traxlerlaw.com

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

Tire...

ON-SITE OR IN-STORE
TIRE SERVICE
OTR/Farm/Truck/SUV/ATV
AGRICULTURAL TRACK SALES
AND INSTALLATION

Jon Harvey & Bradley Marking, Owners

Serving Bellechester, Goodhue & Surr ling C ies

Online tire ordering is now available on our website!

www.catcountrytire.com
Stop in or call 651-380-8731

Cat I:ountry'

- for service. !

LARGEST

GIFT STORE

IN
SO. MN!

ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABEILA’S
INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
HOME DECOR
LAWN DECORATIONS
UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm
4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna ® View/ Like us on Facebook
507-451-5661
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Have a Safe &
Happy Independence Day!

We will be closed July 4th
so our employees can celebrate the holiday.

y 4 .
g www.heritagebankmn.com
W WEST CONCORD: 181 Main Street 507-527-2236

7//1\\\1: NORTHFIELD: 1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736 @ Member
B DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929 A FDIC






