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• Save the date! 2026 Dennison Days
August 7 & 8!

Do you have an announcement?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

MANTHEI
 Septic Service

 550077--775533--22440088550077--775533--22440088507-753-2408
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• We Install Lift Pumps
 • Opening Sewer Lines
 • Tank Finder

 We Service
 Rural Homes
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Courtesy of KYMN Radio News
In an emotional announcement last week,

Glenn Switzer, who has led Dundas as mayor
for more than two decades announced that he

will not seek re-election in November.
Switzer made the announcement during a

radio interview alongside Dundas City Ad-
ministrator Jenelle Teppen, bringing to a
close a remarkable chapter in the city’s his-
tory. While visibly reflective about the deci-
sion, Switzer said the timing felt right as
Dundas enters a period of stability and
growth.
“Twenty-three years ago, I made the deci-

sion because Dundas was at a crossroads,”
Switzer said. “I felt like I had something to
offer the community.”
First elected in 2002 and serving all but a

two-year interruption since then, Switzer has
spent more than a third of his life helping
guide the city through significant change.

Glenn Switzer Announces He Will Not Seek
Re-election as Mayor of Dundas

Mayor Glenn Switzer
photo courtesy of KYMN Radio News

Dundas Advances
Growth with
Infrastructure
Upgrades,
New Public Works
Leadership, and
Commercial
Development Plans
Courtesy of KYMN Radio News
A series of public works upgrades and

emerging commercial development projects
are signaling continued growth and invest-
ment in the City of Dundas, according to
City Administrator Jenelle Teppen.
At a recent city council meeting, officials

appointed Aaron Little as Dundas’ new
public works director, marking what Tep-
pen described as a “new era” for the depart-
ment following the retirement of longtime
director Duane Meliza after more than 40
years of service. Little, who had been
preparing for the role in recent years, is ex-
pected to bring fresh ideas while continuing
to modernize operations through new tech-
nology and updated processes.

Courtesy of City of Dundas
Schilling Drive between Hester St and the

Menards parking lot will close beginning
Monday, August 3 for repairs to the sanitary
sewer and for road resurfacing.
A gravel access road will be built off the

south side of the Menards parking lot to East
Street (County Road 20). Menards will pave
that access and make it a permanent second-
ary access to their store.

Schilling Drive Between
Hester and Menards
Closing for Repairs
August 3

51st Annual Rice County Steam and Gas
Tractor Show September 4-6, 2026

Visitors can take a trip back in time with
all the various exhibits and activities going
on at the annual Rice County Steam & Gas
Show just South of Dundas MN on Hwy. 3
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, September 4,
5 & 6.
Attendees can expect to see many of the

familiar attractions as they have in the past
including the operating sawmill, corn
shelling, thrashing, blacksmithing, and
more. The annual flea market will take

place on the grounds and additional exhibits are many, including antique tractors, classic
cars and trucks along with draft horses.

file photo

LLooookkiinngg ffoorr aa SSppaaccee ffoorr YYoouurr NNeexxttLLooookkiinngg ffoorr aa SSppaaccee ffoorr YYoouurr NNeexxttLooking for a Space for Your Next 
GGaatthheerriinngg,, MMeeeettiinngg oorr EEvveenntt??GGaatthheerriinngg,, MMeeeettiinngg oorr EEvveenntt??Gathering, Meeting or Event?

• Centrally Located
 • Holiday Parties
 • Weddings
 • Grooms Dinners

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 507-645-9992
 Main Street, Dennison • www.firesidelounge.net • firesideloungedennison@gmail.com

• Company Meetings
 • Celebrations of Life
 • Birthday & Anniversary Parties

Spaces for
10-150+ Guests
Private Dining

Cocktail Lounge
Off Site
Catering

Powered By

Summer festival season is
in full swing as area commu-
nities continue to celebrate
their summer events and fes-
tivals.
Dennison Days takes place

this year Friday and Saturday, August 7 & 8,
2026.

The Old Country Boys
and Shane Martin to
Headline Dennison Days
August 7 & 8, 2026
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Area
 Church Directory

 CANVAS CHURCH 
404 Schilling Drive, Dundas, MN

 Lead Pastor: Jed McGuire  •  www.canvaschurchmn.com
 507-301-7500 call • 507-800-0187 text
 Sunday service 9:00a.m. and 10:45a.m.

 YTH Wednesdays at 6:00p.m.  Canvas Recovery Group meets Thursdays at 6:30p.m.

 LITTLE PRAIRIE UNITED METHODIST 2980 130th St. E., Dundas, MN
 Pastor Penny Bonsell • pastor@littleprairieumc.org

 507-663-6150 church phone • 651-503-4279 Cell
 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship; Sunday School & Nursery; Adult Group 8a.m.

 CITY LIGHT CHURCH 2140 Hwy. 3 South, Northfield, MN
 Pastor Gary Gilbertson • 507-645-8829 Call for service times

 LIFE 21 CHURCH 2100 Jefferson Road (just north of Target)
 Pastor Danny Lewis • 645-7730   life21church.com

 10:00a.m. Worship Service

 NORTHFIELD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH 5600 East 110th Street
 Pastor Andy Clare• 663-0133 •  northfieldefc.org

 9:30 a.m. Worship; 11:00 a.m. Christian Living Classes

 HOSANNA CHURCH - NORTHFIELD 205 2nd St. S., Dundas
 Pastor Nathan Hillman • 952-435-3332  • www.hosannalc.org

 Sunday: 9am & 10:45am Worship with Children’s Ministry for ages birth-5th Grade 
 during both services.

 Fellowship time with refreshments between services.
 Wednesday: Middle School Ministry at 6p.m. & High School Ministry at 7:45p.m.

 GOSPEL OF LIFE FAMILY CHURCH
 Pastor Steve Roberts - srobertsdsl@frontiernet.net
 2140 Highway 3 South, Northfield • 507-259-2644

 Facebook: calvarychapelnorthfield-jesus saves
 Website: calvarynorthfield.org

 Sundays 1:00 pm

 NORTHFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH
 Pastor Josh Koehn  - 713 Division St S, Northfield, MN 55057

 Contact Us: hello@northfieldcc.org
 https://www.northfieldcc.org/

 10:30 am Worship Service (10:00 am in summer)
 9:15am Sunday School 

The Fragility of the Powerful
 No sooner are [rulers] planted . . . no sooner do they take root . . . 
 than he blows on them and they wither, and a whirlwind sweeps 
 them away like chaff. — Isaiah 40:24
 The powerful people of this world tend to think they are strong and 

 mighty, but they are fragile. They think they have the control of history 
 in their hands, but they do not. Their stability is provisional. Their 
 strength is temporary. Their wealth is volatile.
 Their fragility contrasts with the omnipotence of God. Their 

 instability contrasts with the eternity of God. Political rulers are fragile 
 and temporary, but God is all-powerful and permanent. Scripture says 
 people “are like a breath; their days are like a fleeting shadow” (Psalm 
 144:4), but God is unshakably the same “from everlasting to 
 everlasting” (Psalm 90:2).
 God controls the nations. He raises up kingdoms and overthrows 

 them. He gives politicians and other leaders positions of power and 
 takes them down. Compared to the Lord, rulers on the earth are barely 
 planted and rooted before they wither. All it takes is a breath from the 
 Almighty to blow them away like chaff.
 Rulers who try to defy God do not prevail. The arrogant may try to 

 stand against the righteous God, but they will only be swept away.
 Put your trust in God, our only true refuge and strength!
 Almighty God, teach us not to trust in fragile human power but in 

 your eternal strength. Humble the proud and uphold the faithful, we 
 pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Business & Subscription Renewal: P.O. Box 
 125, Dennison, MN 55018
 PHONE: 507-649-3327

 FAX: 507-645-9878
 WEBSITE: www.dundasmn.com
 For advertising information call

 507-649-3327 or
 email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Published in cooperation with Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc. 
 ©2026 DundasMessenger.  All rights reserved.

ByAshley Dudek,
founder of Isaiah Ministries, bringing
Biblical teaching to help overcome

life's everyday challenges.
www.isaiahministries.cc

Difficulties of
the Secret Place:

Depression

Sun sets which mirrors the haunt
Heavy eyes fall and lay on cloud
Thunder roars to lock His sound

I eat some Bread
Ticks later
I sleep

Bricks on chest, awakens me
I curl, toss, and turn
Midnight dark, please let me be
I don’t count sheep, I slowly eat the Lamb
Clocks deferred
I slumber again

No need for a beep, I awaken with choked
thought
Coal trains of cycling want to keep me

bought

Toes on cold, but I am told
Renew, so that is what I do
I’m better

Noonday starts to set
And wrestling matches begin
With me, with them, with the opposite of

Him

Up and down and all around
But We eventually win

I breathe
With braids of blue hopefulness

Sun sets with familiar downturn
I cave and start it all again

No comment, just know
Some of the most bright eyed
Stumble, coil, and hide as they lay on their

side

Don’t worry though, not all days are like this
Just some
And today was one

The last few months we have been talking
about the Secret Place and more recently the

difficulties of it.
The Secret Place is partially your one-on-

one time with Jesus, with your Bible and per-
haps journal out, and at a much deeper level,
it is a life that remains in the hiddenness of
the Lord. It means you dwell, abide, and stay
in all of Jesus’s promises, truths, direction,
and love for you—no matter what. You talk to
Him at your inner core, and you do not stop.
The Secret Place is by far the best place to
enter and live, however, various struggles,
distractions, and even depression can try and
keep you locked out from it.
Depression could be holding you back from

the Secret Place. No one really understands
that dark pit unless they have gone through
it. It’s like this black cloud that creeps in or
can suddenly appear. Sometimes the darkness
is pressed upon the chest, or it’s just all
around. However it comes, it’s not fun. Often
isolation can descend and feelings of loneli-
ness and being stuck can arise. It is easy to
just go to bed, curl up in the corner, and even
feed the torment. However, if you can fight
through the part of depression that wants to
keep you from talking and sitting with the
Lord, the darkness can lift.
When I say “sit” with the Lord, in this con-

text, what I mean is a person wants to spend
time with Jesus in the midst of the internal
anguish. We are to share our cries, screams,
fears, and whatever else we are going through
with Jesus. I know you may think, I don’t
want to spend time with Him when I feel that
way, or The pain is too deep. I don’t want to
think or talk about it. I hear you, but if you
can move past those thoughts and spend time
with Jesus, I am fully convinced that He will
help you.
When I get hit with depression (yes, I get

hit), I go to the Lord. Sometimes I am spiri-
tually crawling as I lean into Jesus, but I get
there. I often can’t pray in my head at this
time; it is too hard to focus, so I will type or
journal my prayers. Sometimes the prayers
are just a word or two. If I write my prayers,
even the words on the pages look weary as I
at times drag the letters, words, and sentences
down as I share my heart to the Lord. At
times, I will draw my feelings to the Lord and
it brings such healing. Poetry, as just shown,
helps me process too.
Sometimes I can’t even journal or draw. In

those cases, I cry to the Lord and read Psalm
91 out loud.

(continued on page 3)
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Difficulties
of the

Secret Place:
Depression

(continued from page 2)

Kevin and Julie
Underdahl

Regardless of how thick the depression is, I
make myself read that Psalm and the depres-
sion lifts every time. After I pray, draw, jour-
nal, and/or cry to Jesus, as well as read Psalm
91, I feel better. I am filled with the Lord’s
validation, direction, peace, and love.
Sometimes it takes a while to come up and

out, but Jesus and I eventually get there.
Solution:
• Don’t let the depression keep you from the

Lord. Go to Him, even if all you can get out
is the name Jesus.

• Put worship music on.
• Read Psalm 91 out loud.
• Understand that the depression could be

spiritual warfare. Put on the armor of God as
mentioned in March’s article.
• Pour your heart to the Lord by the means

of crying out to Him, praying, journaling,
and/or doing art. Perhaps it’s even writing a
song, poem, or another form of expressing
your feelings to Him. Let Him love you back.
• Text a friend or someone else to pray for

you. If you do not know anyone who can pray
for you (yet), know Jesus is praying for you
(Hebrews 7:25). Jesus, if there is someone
reading this and they do not know of anyone
who would come alongside of them and pray
with them, please send a Christian friend their

way. Yes and amen.
• Try to get outside. Breathe in some fresh

air from God’s creation.
• Do self-care of some kind. This could be

a bubble bath, going fishing, or getting your-
self a special treat.
• Take five deep breaths and exhale. Be ever

so kind and gentle to yourself as you do this.
• Know it will pass; it will not stay this

heavy forever (Psalm 126 and 1 Kings 19:4–
8).
If you struggle with depression, you are not

alone. Do not let it keep you from the Secret
Place. Go share to the Lord your heart. You
are seen, you are loved, and you are going to
make it.
Your friend, Ashley

www.hoo.cpa
 Call: 507-534-3837

 Email: info@hoo.cpa
 100 4th Ave, Suite 1, Plainview, MN 55964

 From expert tax prep to streamlined bookkeeping, we can help. 
 Call us today!

 Jolene Harvey, CPA • Michael Oliver, CPA • Ben Opsahl, Enrolled Agent • Colton Burke, CPA

 Our Services
 • Business & Personal Tax Service
 • Tax Planning
 • Bookkeeping & Payroll

 • Financial Statement Preparation
 • Business Consulting
 • QuickBooks Pro Advisors

 Serving clients in Plainview, Rochester, Zumbrota, St. Charles, Lake City & surrounding areas
 • Agricultural tax return preparation/bookkeeping/payroll

www.nerstrandmeatsandcatering.com
 231 Main Street, Nerstrand, MN •  507-334-5396           Kenrick Ave., Lakeville, MN •  952-236-0600

Nerstrand Meats
 & Catering
 Specialty Meats & Food

 Over 100 Years in Business Providing
 Homesmoked Bologna, Wieners, Jerky, Homemade Beef Sticks, etc.
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There comes a point every summer when
farmers start dreaming about two things: rain
for the crops and a cold drink at the lake. Un-
fortunately, those two things rarely seem to
happen on the same day.
Hay season is in full swing, and there is

something special about the smell of fresh-cut
hay drifting across the countryside. It is one
of those scents that instantly says "summer."

Farm Girl Chatter
Hayfields,
Lake Days,

and
250 Years
of America
By McKell Lemmerman

Unless, of course, you are on your tenth load
of the day, covered in dust, sweat, and won-
dering why every field suddenly looks twice
as big as it did yesterday.
The days start early and end late. Tractors

hum across the fields, wagons fill up, and
weather apps get checked more often than the
mail. Nothing gets a farmer moving faster
than seeing a rain cloud pop up on the radar
when there are still ten acres laying on the
ground.
By the time the last bale is stacked, the only

thing greener than the hayfield is the thought
of heading to the cabin. There is something
magical about trading the tractor seat for a
pontoon seat. The sound of machinery is re-
placed by loons calling across the lake, and
instead of watching weather forecasts for hay,
we're checking them to see if it's warm
enough to jump off the dock.
This summer feels a little more special as

America celebrates its 250th anniversary. For
generations, farming families have helped
build this country through hard work, perse-
verance, and commitment to the land. While

Stay
Comfortablewith Reliable

Cooling
Solutions

708 Schilling Drive N • P.O. Box 128
 Dundas, MN 55019

 www.streitzheating.com
 Phone: (507) 645-4040

Summers in Minnesota can bring unexpected heatwaves and prolonged 
 humidity. That s why having a dependable air conditioning system is 

 essential for your comfort and indoor air quality. Streitz Heating & Cooling 
 offers a full range of residential cooling services tailored to meet your 

 specific needs, no matter the size or age of your home.
 AC Repair:  Quick, dependable fixes to restore comfort fast
 AC Maintenance:  Seasonal tune-ups to keep your system running efficiently
 New AC Installation: Professional installation of energy-efficient cooling systems
 Ductless Mini- Split AC: Flexible cooling for single rooms or additions
 Air Source Heat Pumps:  Energy-saving systems for heating and cooling
 Geothermal Heat Pumps:  Eco-friendly temperature control from the ground up
 Thermostats: Upgrade to smart temperature control and zoning options

Owned and Operated
 by Dori Gregory Since 2001

 Dennison Meat Locker 
 Provides Quality Custom 
 Meat Processing Services 

 to the Community

 WE ALSO OFFER RETAIL SAUSAGE, STEAKS, HAMBURGER 
 AND OTHER MEAT PRODUCTS

 • Pork  • Beef  • Poultry  • Lamb  • Venison
 • Whole Roasted Hogs  • Elk  • Homemade Smoked Sausage

 109 Farm Road, Dennison, MN  •  Monday-Friday 8a.m.-5p.m.; Saturday 8a.m.-2p.m.
 www.dennisonmeatlocker.com  •  dennisonmeats@gmail.com  •  507-645-8734

Monday-Friday 6am-8pm; Saturday-Sunday 7am-7pm
 230 Main St, Nerstrand

 507-332-8626
 parksidenerstrand@gmail.com

 Traveling through Nerstrand?
 We’re on your way!

 Park side General Store
 ~ Gas & Groceries ~

 “The Little Store with More!”

The Hope Creamery
 makes butter the old 

 fashioned way and you
 can tell the difference. 

WE PROUDLY CARRY SELECT NERSTRAND MEATS
 Including Snack Sticks, Wieners & Bacon

HOPE 
 BUTTER

fireworks and celebrations mark the occa-
sion, many farmers will be celebrating in
their own way—finishing chores, making
hay, and gathering with family and friends at
the lake after a long day's work.
Of course, no farmer truly takes a vacation.

Somewhere between fishing, swimming, and
enjoying a sunset, someone is always looking
at the future radar for the next projects to do
when they arrive home.
Still, those lake days remind us why we

work so hard. The smell of fresh-cut hay, the
satisfaction of a field baled before the rain,
and a weekend spent at the cabin with family
and friends are some of the best parts of sum-
mer. It's all about balance—working hard
enough to appreciate the break and relaxing
just enough to be ready to do it all again next
week.
As we celebrate 250 years of America,

here's to the farmers who keep it running, the
families who keep us grounded, the troops
who made the sacrifice, and the lake days that
remind us to slow down and enjoy what we
have. Because even the hardest-working

farmers need a day to smell something be-
sides diesel fuel and dust.
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Share Your Good News!
Submit your engagement,

wedding or
birth announcement.

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

By RosaLin Alcoser

AMinnesotan:
Hotdish

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes

June
Vacation

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.

Terry now splits his time between Minnesota
when its warm here and Tennessee

when it’s cold here.

ones.
Sundays are the same routine. Go to church

and stop for groceries at the Piggly Wiggly
on the way home. The first week was VBS at
Big Rock Baptist Church. They had the as-
sembly hall decorated with lights and
posters, the staff had matching t-shirts and
there were three inflatable bounce houses
outside for the Sunday night kick-off. The
kids got up and sang while dancing to songs,
VBS is a big exciting thing in Tennessee.
They had a record of over 160 attend the
Wednesday evening session this year.
Church is never boring in Tennessee.
I went in to the Sirloin Stockade one

evening for steak. Not much beats a buffet
with ribeye. The nice kids working the
counter gave me the senior discount with-out
even asking. One great thing about the youth
in Tennessee, is how friendly and helpful
they are. Everyone is “ma’am” or “sir” and
they will take time to stop to carry on a pleas-
ant conversation with anyone.
In the evening I sit on the porch and watch

the sun set in the western sky, with a dog on
each side of me. I look out over the trees to
the Tennessee River and soak in the beauty.

June is a time lots of people take vacations.
I came back to Minnesota early this spring
on business and planned on heading right
back to Tennessee to relax a bit longer. Right
back turned into eleven weeks. So, a few
days into June I was heading south again.
A lot had changed. The winter wheat har-

vest was complete and the corn crop had tas-
seled, silked and was way over my head. I
fertilized the lawn before I left. The June
rains had made use of the nitrogen in the fer-
tilizer and my neighbor John had been mow-
ing the grass almost weekly. I had to weed
whip the dog run to knock back 2’of Switch-
grass before letting the dogs in. They found
anArmadillo carcass in the yard so they were
entertained. I was standing in sandals cutting
grass so the dogs wouldn’t find any snakes. I
figured I would shred a copperhead with the
weed whacker before he could strike me.
Not having to deal with farm chores allows

me to sleep late every morning. I kind of like
it. I had a number of small projects to do
around the cabin. Enough to stay busy but not
get exhausted. We planned to spend the nice
days on the river and rest up on the other

what makes up the dish.
The most common one I’ve had is the

tater-tot hotdish, but I do know that there
are other kinds of hotdish.
After all there must be since there are

competitions on who makes the best hot-
dish.
My family never makes hotdishes. No,

for us is something that we only had if
someone else had made it and it was at
church. Since we are Minnesota transplants
we did not make hotdish nor had we heard
about it until we moved here. However, my
husband is a born and raised tru Min-
nesotan. He and his family are Min-
nesotans who make and consume hotdish.
In fact my husband loves hotdish to the

point that he desperately wants to go to
Oronoco to get a flight of hotdish. When I
told him that I had seen it on a menu while
there without him two years ago he wanted
to have a flight of four types of hotdish
desperately. The only problem is every
time he’s been down in the area since it's
been a Monday and they’ve been closed.
At some point we will be there when it's
open and hopefully it's still on the menu.

If I had to name one food that is distinctly
Minnesotan I would say Hotdish. Then I
would probably go on to explain that it’s
usually meat, with canned or frozen veg-
etables, combined with a can of soup and
often topped with some sort of potato– the
one I’ve seen the most is tater-tots. Now
depending on your region of Minnesota is
the real determiner of the salt and pepper
ratio in the dish. However, that is really

space.com
The crescent moon is hanging in the horizon
with three planets lined up. They say they are
Venus, Jupiter and Mercury. I see fireflies ris-
ing into the night sky like sparks from a camp
fire. I doze off and the dogs are sound asleep
on the cushion beside me.
I think about coming through Tennessee as a

child in the mid 1960’s with my parents.
Never dreamed I would live down here some-
day. I remembered the Appalachian Moun-
tains, Civil War battle sites, stories about
Daniel Boone, and other explorers who lived
down here two centuries ago.Wondered about
how rugged the wilderness was back then.
Imagined what the Cherokee, Chickasaw and
Shawnee Indians life was like in those days.
It is summer in Tennessee, every day hit 85

degrees. Air conditioning is a wonderful
thing. Had to be unbearable in a teepee or a
log cabin in the old days. But I enjoy it now.
And being in the boat on the river on a hot day
is much more bearable than almost anywhere
else. The cool river breeze and a Bimini boat
top make it a perfect day. As I head back, I
experience the one certain shock. Gas was
$3.35 when we left Tennessee, $3.85 back
here in Minnesota.
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E-mail your
engagement, marriage

or
birth announcement

to the
Dundas Messenger

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

www.lccbank.com
 Nerstrand Lobby Hours: 9am-2pm M-F

 313 Main Street • (507) 333-2500

 - ATM Available at Parkside General Store -

Our Services Include:
 Personal Banking:

 Ag Lending, Personal Checking,  Ready Reserve, Personal Savings,
 Health Savings Accounts, Individual Retirement Accounts,

 Mobile App, Safe Deposit Boxes, Personal Loans, Mortgages, 
 Construction Loans
 Business Banking:

 Business Checking, Business Savings, Business Financing,
 Night Deposit, Teleserv (24 Hr. Phone Banking), Internet Banking,

 Direct Deposit, ACH Processing

 WE’RE HERE FOR  YOU!
We’re local, qualified and ready

 to help you achieve your dreams!

Dundas Advances
Growth with

Infrastructure
Upgrades,

New Public Works
Leadership, and

Commercial
Development Plans

(continued from page 1)

Beyond staffing changes, the city is advanc-
ing several infrastructure improvements typ-
ical of the busy summer construction season.
Road maintenance is underway, including
spray patching in targeted areas to preserve
street conditions. Sanitary sewer cleaning will
continue throughout the summer on a rolling
basis, while a major repair project on
Schilling Drive is expected to temporarily
close a portion of the roadway for up to two
weeks in August. The project includes sewer
repairs and repaving, along with the creation
of improved access to the nearby Menards
store.
Sidewalk repairs are also expanding under

a newer city policy that shifts responsibility
for maintenance away from property owners
and onto the municipality. Crews have begun
work downtown, with plans to address addi-
tional neighborhoods in future years.

Meanwhile, work continues on the highly
anticipated Dundas Commons commercial
development. The city council approved the
final plat for the five-lot project located on
the north side of County Road 1 near High-
way 3. Demolition of the existing Johnson-
Ryland building is expected soon, making
way for new commercial construction.While
interest from potential businesses has been
reported, Teppen noted that no formal devel-
opment applications have been submitted yet.
The project also includes ongoing coordina-
tion with the City of Northfield on stormwa-
ter infrastructure.
Additional investments include new play-

ground equipment planned for Tower Park in
the Bridgewater Heights neighborhood, with
installation anticipated later this year.
Taken together, these efforts reflect steady

growth in Dundas, as city leaders balance in-
frastructure upkeep with new opportunities
for commercial expansion.

Happening
This
Month~

Saturday, July 25 from 9am-1pm
55 vendors

Seventeen farms will be represented at this market.At this time of year we will be seeing
produce like beans, peas, strawberries, kohlrabi, beets, cucumbers, peppers, and potatoes.
Don't forget your meat and eggs, too!
We'll have live music from 9-11am by The Bobby and Christine Alliance! Bobby &

Christine play tunes we are all familiar with, can sing along with, or even dance to, in-
cluding popular songs from the 50's, 60's, and 70's.
Singer/songwriterAndrew Spreck will play from 11am-1pm and will dig deep into clas-

sic rock, blues, soul, Americana, and folk to deliver a lively, inspiring performance every
time out.
A special thank you to the Master Gardeners of Rice County for volunteering to host the

kids' POP Club booth!

Farm to Families Fundraiser
You're invited!

Tuesday, July 28 from 6:30-9pm
Imminent Brewing

Join us for a fun summer evening out that also does good for our community.
Hand-crafted Brews: Enjoy a locally made pint.
Live music: Ray Coudret will be jamming.
Curated Silent Auction: Bid on incredible local goods and experiences!
Inspiring Speakers: A variety of local leaders will speak about the importance of the

program.
Let’s unite for food access! Grab your friends, enjoy some local flavor, and help us sup-

port this critical cause.
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MDA to Gather
Input on

Socioeconomic
Impact of

Large-scale
Dairies in
Minnesota

Information will be compiled
into a report ahead of the

legislative session

ENTER YOUR FLOAT!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 507-645-9992

CALLING ALL
 COMPANIES, GROUPS, BUSINESSES

 & ORGANIZATIONS!

in the  2026
DENNISON DAYS

$300  FOR BEST 
 PARADE
 ENTRY!

LET S MAKE IT A
PARADE TO
REMEMBER!

AUGUST 8 at 1:30 PM
 A Kiddie Parade Leads Off Main Parade

 (Ages 12 & under)

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture
(MDA) today announced it will gather public
input on the socioeconomic impact of large-
scale dairies in the state. Information will be
gathered through two virtual meetings and an
online form (www.mda.state.mn.us/dairyin-
put).
The MDA is soliciting input after the Min-

nesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
announced they will not require an Environ-
mental Impact Study (EIS) for Riverview
LLP's proposed expansion of its existing

West River Dairy facility near Morris, Minn.
By law, the MPCA must base their decision
on environmental factors; however, the state
agency received many comments through
their public process on the social and eco-
nomic impact of larger dairies (approxi-
mately 10,000 or more cows).
The online public meetings will take place

Tuesday, July 28. Registration is required.
Citizens are also encouraged to provide com-
ments through an online form. Equal weight
will be given to comments submitted online
or during the two meetings. Comments will
be accepted from July 28 to October 1 at 5
p.m.
Any information presented to the MDA

should focus on economic opportunities or
challenges, community dynamics, quality of

life, and other social and economic topics im-
pacting communities around the state. Envi-
ronmental impacts will not be considered in
this process since that subject is under the ju-
risdiction of the MPCA. A summary of the
MDA findings will be shared with lawmakers
ahead of the 2027 legislative session.

Virtual Meetings
Tuesday, July 28, noon – 1 p.m. Register on-

line.
Tuesday, July 28, 7:30-8:30 p.m. Register

online.
The Minnesota Department ofAgriculture’s

mission is to enhance all Minnesotans’ quality
of life by equitably ensuring the integrity of
our food supply, the health of our environ-
ment, and the strength and resilience of our
agricultural economy.

Registered nurse and certified
 foot care nurse will trim your nails

 in your home. 

 Joyful Feet Footcare
 Phone: 507 -475 -1434 (okay to text)

 Email: joyfulfeet@yahoo.com

Do you 
 need help 
 with your 
 toenails?  Ann Traxler

 Attorney

 Traxler Law   
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice
 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

DO YOU HAVE AN
ANNOUNCEMENT?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Neighbors

DO YOU
HAVE AN

ANNOUNCEMENT?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

The Old
Country Boys

and Shane Martin
to Headline

Dennison Days
August 7 & 8,

2026
(continued from page 1)

There is a great
line up of music
this year, includ-
ing Friday Nights
Headliner, THE
OLD COUNTRY
BOYS. Friday
evening events
will also include
The Biggest Dip

Contest, a Pie Eating Contest, and more,
Hosted by Cattlemens Saloon and The Lions.
Kicking off the days will be the annual pan-

cake breakfast, hosted by the Nerstrand Fire
Department and Dennison Church along with
the medallion hunt. The Farmers Market re-

turns along with The Classic Car Show and
Kids Pedal Pull. The Truck and Tractor Pull,
Parade, Bingo and more are part of the days
line up Music from Shane Martin will re-
turn this year to wrap up the days events Sat-
urday Night!
The full schedule is on page 9 and also

posted at www.dennisondays.org.
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TRUSTED . LOCAL . EXPERTS .

1359 BLUFF ST, DUNDAS, MN 55019
 BC807868

507-200-1545
 probuiltmn.com info@probuiltmn.com

ONE CALL.  ONE COORDINATED TEAM.
 ONE GOAL: RESTORING YOUR PROPERTY AND YOUR PEACE OF MIND.

507-460-5932  24/7 Emergency Response
 SMByAyotte.com info@smbyayotte.com

WHEN THE UNEXPECTED HAPPENS,
 ONE TEAM HAS YOU COVERED.

That’s why ServiceMaster by Ayotte and ProBuilt Construction LLC work together.
 PROUDLY SERVING GOODHUE, DODGE, RICE, DAKOTA, OLMSTED, STEELE AND WABASHA COUNTIES

 450 ARMSTRONG ROAD
 NORTHFIELD, MN 55057

 From emergency cleanup to complete reconstruction.
 A fire. A burst pipe. Storm damage. Mold.

 When your home or business is damaged, you don’t need the stress
 of coordinating multiple contractors.

 GUIDING YOU
 FROM CRISIS TO 

 RESOLUTION

ServiceMaster by Ayotte
 provides immediate emergency

 mitigation services:
Water Extraction & Drying
 Fire & Smoke Cleanup
 Mold Remediation
 Contents Cleaning & Restoration

Once your property is ready,
 ProBuilt Construction restores

 what was damaged:
COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL
REBUILDING

Roofing & Siding
 Windows & Doors
 Interior Reconstruction
 Decks & Exterior Repairs
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LABOR DAY WEEKEND
Rice County Steam & Gas Engines Welcomes You

 51 ST ANNUAL SHOW
September 4-6, 2026

ADMISSION
$15.00 Adults

 FREE 12 & Under
 Good for all

 3 days!
 FOOD STANDS

 FLEA
 MARKET

 DAILY

 Gates 
 Open 7am

FEATURING: Allis-Chalmers
- ALL MAKES & MODELS OF TRACTORS & EQUIPMENT ARE WELCOME -

* CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT
Saturday Afternoon, North side @ Music Bldg

 * PARADE OF TRACTORS - DAILY @ NOON
 * TRACTOR PULL - Sunday 9:00 am
 * KIDS PEDAL PULL - Saturday 2:00 pm
 * RAILROAD TRAIN RIDES - DAILY

Rice County Steam & Gas Showgrounds * 11988 Faribault Blvd * Dundas, MN 55019
 (Located South of Dundas on Highway 3)

General Information Contacts:
Bill Becker 507-581-1225

 Jeremy Sevcik 507-403-1614
 Carmen Sevcik 507-649-0352

LIVE MUSIC & BEER GARDEN
FRIDAY

1:00-4:00 pm Charlie Sticha Band
4:00-8:00 pm Old Country Boys

SATURDAY
10:00-Noon Square Dancers
1:00-4:00 pm Bent Highway Band
4:00-8:00 pm Dakota Ramblers Band

SUNDAY
8:00 am Non-Denominational Church Service
1:00-4:00 pm Czech Area Concertina Club

*Registration of all golf carts & ATV s will 
 be required. Proof of Insurance. No cycles.

 *Golf Cart Rentals: West Exhibitors Gate 
 Contact: Sheryl Trebelhorn 612-245-8722

LIVE MUSIC
 Fri. & Sat.
 ‘til 8 pm

 WINDY WILLOW
 Petting Zoo at

 Horse Barn

 BEER GARDEN
 @ Music

 Bldg.

INFORMATION ON OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK:
 ricecountysteamandgas.com

51st Annual
Rice County

Steam and Gas
Tractor Show

September 4-6
(continued from page 1)

Vintage Machinery, both horse drawn, and
tractor driven, will be on display and used in
various exhibits on the grounds.
The tractor parade takes place at noon each

day.

Breakfast is served daily on the grounds as
well as other food stands offering food
throughout the day.
The kids pedal pull is Saturday after the pa-

rade, and the tractor pull is Sunday at 9:00
AM.
There will be live music all three days and a

non-denominational church service will take
place Sunday at 8:00 AM.
General admission is just $15 for the entire

weekend and all events are free for ages 12
and under.
Celebrating 51 years of shows, the all-vol-

unteer group works hard to preserve history,
maintain the grounds and bring new pieces of
history to visitors every year.
Complete information and event listings

are available on the group's Facebook page
and website at ricecountysteamandgas.com

file photo



Page 12 July 23, 2026- DUNDAS MESSENGER -
Rice SWCD

Rethinking
Wetland

Improvements –
How to Manage
Wet Meadows

Without
Excavation

During the summer after heavy rains, you’ll
find those grassy low spots filling with water.
While they may not look like much, these sea-
sonal pools are often the first open, green, and
available habitat spaces to many migrating
species, amphibians, and other local wildlife!
Wetlands come in many shapes and sizes,

and certain wetland types can have a lot of
variability depending on the time of year.
When folks think about a wetland, they prob-
ably think of a marshy open water system
with cattails and maybe some waterfowl!
However, there are also wetland types that
flood and retain surface water during the wet
seasons or during heavy rain events and return
back to a drier, grassy low spot after the
weather starts to warm up.
Flooded farm field with green crops partially

submerged in water. Trees line the back-
ground under an overcast sky, creating a calm
mood.
These seasonally wet areas, also known as

wet meadows, are just as important for the
local flora and fauna as a semi to permanently
saturated marshy wetland. When these sea-
sonally flooded areas are undisturbed, they
offer a unique environment to local wildlife
that otherwise may not be thawed or greened
up when they need water, food, and a safe
resting area. Amphibians will use these pools
as breeding habitats, and waterfowl and
shorebirds use them for early migration rest-
ing spots and for food.
Under the Wetland Conservation Act

(WCA), filling, draining, and excavating are
regulated. All wetlands in Minnesota are pro-
tected under the WCA and cannot be filled or
drained wholly or partially, and semi to per-
manently flooded wetlands are not permitted
to be excavated. Under theWCA, some exca-
vation is permitted for seasonally flooded
basins, pending approval from WCA author-
ity. Many folks believe that semi to permanent
standing water means that the wetland is of
quality, however that is a misconception.
These seasonal, wet meadows are crucial to

local wildlife that rely on these intermittent
pools for early spring life.
Before jumping to excavating these inter-

mittently wet, low spots, consider manage-
ment of the basin as it is! Because these low
spots dry up for the summer season, a lot of
these areas have been manipulated, farmed
through, or left unmanaged. Due to the ma-
nipulation, these wet meadows tend to be
covered in a monoculture of Reed canary
grass (RCG) and other invasive species.
RCG is a very common and fast-growing
cool-season grass species found in low spots,
wet ditches, and even in some upland areas,
and it can be challenging to remove.
Reed canary grass growing in a field under

a clear blue sky, with a distant farmhouse and
trees on the horizon. Peaceful rural land-
scape.
Managing for RCG, then replacing it with

competing native species, is an effective way
to make these wet meadow habitats into a
productive system for the local wildlife. Reed
canary grass can be treated with herbicide,
burning, and mowing but there are factors to
be mindful of. Mowing can be an effective
start to management by cutting back dense
patches of RCG that take growing space and
sunshine away from other plants. Mowing
will also stress the RCG, causing the plant to
struggle to spread as quickly and densely. It
is important to note that with mowing, you
should not be mowing any RCG that has seed
heads as that could result in more aggressive
spreading. Burning is another extremely ef-
fective way to manage RCG. Much like with
mowing, burning removes biomass, stresses
RCG, and allows for an increase in light pen-
etration for other species in the seed bank to
grow. Once the excess biomass is eliminated
via mowing and/or burning, herbicide is great
for managing resprouts and to stunt growth
to allow other species an opportunity to grow
past the RCG. When using herbicide, it is
crucial to read the labels to guarantee proper
application and to ensure that the herbicide
is safe for aquatic ecosystems.
Lush green meadow with dense grasses and

white wildflowers. Forested horizon under an
overcast sky, creating a serene, natural scene.
After the RCG has taken a hit, that is the

time to seed and plant native grasses and
forbs (flowers)! Certain species are better in
wetter soil types than others, so when picking
species, be mindful of the options available.
Some potential native, cool-season grasses to
select would be Canada Wild Rye, Wheat-
grass, and Carex (sedge) species. Wet mead-
ows are also home to many forb species.
Planting wet-tolerant native flowers will
boost the system with pollinators, insects,
and songbirds. Examples of beneficial forb
species for a wet meadow would be Joe-Pye
weed, Swamp Milkweed, Blue Vervain,
Mountain Mint, and many more.When look-
ing for a seed mix to grow in wet meadows,
many seed vendors carry mixes catered to-
wards specific landscape types.Another great
resource is the native seed mix lists from the
Board ofWater and Soil Resources (BWSR).
They have a whole space on their site dedi-
cated to offering native seed mix suggestions
for countless ecosystems and landscape types
– just look up BWSR Native Seed Mixes at
https://bwsr.state.mn.us/seed-mixes, select
your region (South &West OR Statewide for
Rice County), and select what best represents

the area you are looking to seed. Under the
right care, the grassy low spots covered in

RCG may transform into a beautiful, safe
haven for so many local wildlife!

ByAllison “Al” Henderson,
Resource Specialist, Rice Soil
&Water Conservation District

A wet meadow in a Rice County farm field that is seasonally flooded.
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Health &Wellness

By Shauna Burshem, D.C.

4 Holistic
Health Tips

Worth Bringing
Into Your Life!

I have been around the wellness world long
enough to remember when "holistic health"
sounded like something only the granola
crowd talked about. These days? It is every-
where, and honestly, I love that! We have cir-
cled back to ideas our grandparents seemed
to know instinctively, only now we have the

science to back them up. Below are four tips
I keep coming back to, both for myself and
for the patients and friends I care about. Pull
up a chair. Let's talk health like the fellow en-
thusiasts we are.
Start From the Inside Out: Your Gut

Knows More Than You Think
I'll be honest with you. For years, I treated

my stomach like an afterthought, something
that only mattered when it growled or grum-
bled. Then I started paying attention, and
what a difference it made. Your gut is often
called your "second brain," and there's real
truth to that. Trillions of tiny bacteria live in
your digestive system, and they influence
everything from your mood to your immune
system to how much energy you have to get
through the day.
The good news is that supporting your gut

doesn't require anything fancy. Start by
adding more fiber-rich, whole foods to your
plate. Think leafy greens, beans, oats, and
colorful vegetables. Fermented foods like yo-
gurt, kimchi, and sauerkraut bring in benefi-
cial bacteria that help keep everything
balanced. I like to tell people that every meal
is a chance to either feed the good bacteria or
starve them. Small, consistent choices add up
faster than you'd expect.
Here's the part that ties beautifully into chi-

ropractic and whole-body wellness: when
your gut is happy, your whole system tends
to follow. Many people notice less inflam-
mation, steadier energy, and even better
sleep once they clean up their gut health. It is
all connected, and your body works best
when each piece is supported. So if you've
been ignoring your digestion, consider this
your gentle nudge to start listening.
Make Peace With Your Nervous System
This one is close to my heart. So many of

us walk around in a constant state of low-
grade stress, and we barely notice it any-
more. Tight shoulders, shallow breathing, a
racing mind at bedtime. Sound familiar?
Your nervous system is running the show be-
hind the scenes, and when it's stuck in "fight
or flight" mode, your whole body pays the
price.
The beautiful thing is that you have more

control over this than you realize. Simple
practices can shift your body out of stress
mode and into rest-and-repair mode. Try
slow, deep breathing where your exhale is
longer than your inhale. Even a few minutes
can calm a frazzled mind. A short walk out-
doors, a warm bath, or simply unplugging
from your phone for an hour can work won-
ders too. These aren't luxuries. They're main-
tenance for the system that controls
everything.
This is also where chiropractic care fits in

so naturally. Your spine houses and protects
your nervous system, and gentle, personal-
ized adjustments can help your body com-
municate more clearly with itself. I've
watched patients soften and exhale right
there on the table, like their bodies finally

got permission to relax. When your nervous
system feels safe, healing happens. It's not
magic, it's just how we're built.

Treat Sleep Like the Foundation
It Truly Is

I remember a time when running on little
sleep felt like a badge of honor. We bragged
about it. What a mistake that was. Sleep isn't
downtime, it's when your body does its most
important repair work. Muscles recover, your
brain clears out the day's clutter, and your
nervous system resets. Skimp on it, and you
feel the effects in everything from your mood
to your aches and pains.
If your sleep has been rough, start with the

basics. Keep a consistent bedtime, even on
weekends, so your body knows what to ex-
pect. Dim the lights in the evening and put the
screens away at least an hour before bed. Your
bedroom should be cool, dark, and quiet, al-
most like a little cave built for rest. These
changes sound simple, and they are, but they
make a genuine difference over time.
I'd also encourage you to think about how

you sleep, not just how long. The right pillow
and a supportive mattress matter more than
most people realize, especially if you wake
up stiff or sore. Poor sleeping posture can pull
your spine out of alignment night after night.
If you're waking up hurting, that's worth a
conversation with your chiropractor. Good
sleep and a healthy spine go hand in hand,
and addressing both can change how you feel
from the moment you open your eyes.

Keep Moving, Because Motion
Is Medicine

Here's something I say all the time: your
body was made to move.We've engineered so
much movement out of modern life, sitting at
desks, scrolling on couches, driving every-
where.And our bodies feel it. Stiffness, weak-
ness, and nagging pain often trace back to one
simple culprit, which is that we just aren't
moving enough or in enough variety.
The fix doesn't mean you need to become a

marathon runner overnight. In fact, I'd argue
that gentle, consistent mobility work beats the
occasional intense workout for most people.
Stretch in the morning. Take walking breaks
during your workday.
Try yoga, swimming, or simply playing

with your kids on the floor. The goal is to
move your joints through their full range
often, because joints that don't move tend to
get stuck, and stuck joints lead to discomfort
down the road.
This is where I get a little passionate, so bear

with me.
When your joints move well, your whole

body functions better.
Chiropractic adjustments can help restore

motion to areas that have become fixated, and
pairing that care with daily movement gives
you the best of both worlds. Think of it as a
partnership between you and your body. You
keep things moving, your chiropractor helps
keep things aligned, and together you build a
body that feels good for years to come.
None of these tips require a complete life

overhaul. That's the beauty of holistic health,
it's the small, steady choices that build into
something powerful. Pick one to start with
this week. Your body has been waiting for
you to pay attention, and trust me, it'll thank
you for it.
*Information and opinions expressed in this article are

those of the author and may not reflect those of The Mes-
senger.

Wed, July 22  St. Boni Saints  Home  7:30 p.m.
 Fri, July 24  @ New Ulm Brewers #  New Ulm, Minn.  7:30 p.m.
 Sun, July 26  Prior Lake Jays  Home  2 p.m.
 Fri, July 31  Section 1A Playoffs  TBD  8 p.m.
 Sat, Aug 1  Section 1A Playoffs  TBD  TBA
 Sun, Aug 2  Section 1A Playoffs  TBD  2 p.m.
 Sat, Aug 8  Section 1A Playoffs  TBD  TBA
 Sun, Aug 9  Section 1A Playoffs  TBD  2 p.m.
 Fri, Aug 14  Section 1A Playoffs  TBD  8 p.m.
 Sat, Aug 15  Section 1A Playoffs  TBD  TBA

DUNDAS DUKES
 2026 SCHEDULE

SPONSORED BY

If it’s Selection, Value, and Service, 
 then it must be Firehouse

 Hwy. 3 South, Dundas
 645-5717

 Locally Owned Since 1983 DUNDAS
 507.645.8825

 Member FDIC

Northfield 507-645-4441
 Cannon Falls 507-263-3624

 Faribault 507-334-2201
 www.crb.bank

 Member FDIC

708 Schilling Drive N
 P.O. Box 128 Dundas, MN 55019
 www.streitzheating.com
 Phone: (507) 645-4040

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 
 Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM

 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM
 Sunday 9:00 AM-2:30 PM

 Bar Open Later
 507-645-9992  •  www.firesidelounge.net

 .

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Call/Text: 507-649-3327
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Local Government

FREELANCE WRITERS 
 WANTED

 Duties include covering feature
 and human interest stories and 

 upcoming events in the Messenger 
 coverage area.

 Will also work with content 
 production for on-line 

 distribution.
 Pay negotiable and based

 on experience.

 Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
 or call Terry at 507-951-7417

 • Ability to work with deadlines
 • Great people skills
 • Knowledge of/access to a computer
 • Enjoy small town atmosphere
 • The ability to work some night
 hours as needed for editorial

Qualified applicants will possess:

Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

Fertilizer • Seed
 Soil Sampling • Chemicals

 Custom Application
 Field Scouting

 Bulk, LP,
 Gas and Diesel Fuel

“Established 1935”

Community

 Co-oP
Proudly Serving You Since 1925

9 Central Avenue
 Faribault, MN 55021
 (507) 334-8642
 800-COOPOIL
 (800-266-7645)
 www.fbocoop.com

Everyday Low Prices on Tires, Fuel and More
 When You Stop By Community Co-op!

 Passenger, Car or Truck • Semi • Tractors
 Large Equipment • Lawn Mowers • Dump Trucks

 Skid Loaders • Front End Loaders
 When it comes to tires, we have you covered!

COMMUNITY CO-OP FARIBAULT CAN HELP YOU 
WITH ANY TIRES YOU NEED !

Happy Birthday,
America!

Celebrating250 Years!

Glenn Switzer
Announces

He Will
Not Seek

Re-election as
Mayor

of Dundas
(continued from page 1)

He recalled a community that was preparing
for growth but lacked many of the processes
and planning tools that are now routine.
“The first budget I ever received was fin-

ished five minutes before the meeting on a
page-and-a-half legal handwritten,” he said.
“That is not how we do it today.”
Throughout the interview, Switzer empha-

sized that Dundas’ accomplishments were the
product of collaboration among council mem-
bers, city staff, administrators and residents.
He credited former administrators Pete Con-
nor and John McCarthy, along with current
City Administrator Jenelle Teppen, for help-
ing create a strong foundation for the city.
Teppen, who has worked closely with

Switzer for seven years, acknowledged the
significance of his decision.

“I’ve just been blessed with Glenn as a
mayor and as a friend,” she said. “This has
been a topic of conversation for a while now,
and I’ve asked him repeatedly not to make
this decision.”
Switzer said the decision was made easier

by the city’s current position. He described
the past decade as a “quiet period” marked
by effective planning, experienced staff and
strong cooperation among council members.
“There’s so much that’s in place that allows

the city to have seven-minute city council
meetings,” he joked. “That allows me to feel
good about stepping away.”
Away from City Hall, Switzer plans to de-

vote more time to his growing business ven-
tures at the Gardens of Castle Rock,
including new building projects, a develop-
ing winery and a recently launched catering
and beverage company. He also hopes to
spend more time tending an expanded veg-
etable garden and traveling with his family.
Despite leaving elected office, Switzer

made it clear he is not leaving the commu-
nity.
“There will always be someone willing to

step up and say it’s their turn,” he said. “I feel
confident that someone will step up.”
Candidate filing for local offices opened

Tuesday morning. Switzer encouraged any-
one interested in serving to reach out to him
for guidance.
Switzer’s term officially ends at the close

of the year, giving Dundas six months to pre-
pare for the end of an era and the beginning
of a new one.
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Community

COMMUNITY GROWN INSURANCE

Happy Birthday, America!

LOCALLY AVAILABLE FROM

Security
 Agency Kenyon

 600 2nd St, Kenyon MN 55946
 Phone: 507-789-6366

 Email:  info@securityinsurancekenyon.com

 Keller Agency
 305 Main St

 Nerstrand MN 55053
 Phone:

 507-334-6550

Sviggum Agency
 133 Main Street

 Wanamingo MN 55983
 Phone: 507-824-5105

 Email: agent@svigguminsurance.com

 Northfield Agency
 711 Division Street S

 Northfield, MN
 Phone: 507-645-8861

 Email: nfldins@hotmail.com

 www.vsgmi.com   

Subscribe Today
 To Your

 Hometown Messenger

YES!
 I would like a volunteer subscription to the Dundas Messenger

 Includes Online Access. Email Address Required for Online Access.

Please enclose a $34.00 or $39.00 check payable to Dundas Messenger.
 Mail this form to:  Dundas Messenger Business & Subscription Office

 PO Box 125, Dennison, MN 55018.

 Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Phone No. 

Email 

$34.00 (in 55019 Zip Code Area) $39.00 (Outside of 55019 Zip Code Area)

For advertising information, call  Journey Parsons at 507-384-1521
 or  e-mail: journeymainstreet@gmail.com

Your Home for 
 Twins Baseball

 Tim McNiff Weekday Mornings
 www.kymnradio.net
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AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

507-455-9260
 Mon-Tues-Wed-Thurs  11am-9pm

 Friday 11am-9pm
 Sat 3:00pm-9:00pm • Sun Closed

CELEBRATING
 25 YEARS

 OF
 FINE DINING

 AT
 208 NORTH 

 CEDAR
 IN

OWATONNA

TOREYS.NET

BOOK YOUR
 FALL & WINTER EVENTS!

 Banquet Hall,
 Seating Up to 300

 CHECK OUT OUR 
 MANY NEW

 LUNCH & DINNER 
 MENU ITEMS!

Don t Let 
 Your Hurry 
 Come Before 
 Your Hunger!

507-451-9666
 1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna • South of Lowe’s • Dine In Only • Expires July 31, 2026

 Hours: Monday: 11am-9pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-9pm

MENU
 OR

 BUFFET
10% OFF

DAILY SPECIALS

DRINKS • APPETIZERS • SANDWICHES
 BURGERS • SALADS • WRAPS • DESSERTS

 Closed Mon.; Tues-Thur 11am-9pm; Fri-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm 
 111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN

 507-634-3133

BREAKFAST,
 LUNCH, DINNER

635 2nd Street, Kenyon
 Hours:

 Mon. CLOSED; Tues.-Wed.-Thurs. 11am-8pm;
 Fri. 7am-8pm; Sat. 7am-8pm; Sun. 8am-1:30pm

 507-789-1100

BURGERS, ESPRESSO
 HOTDISH, PIZZA

 ICE CREAM
TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

Breakfast,
 Lunch & Dinner

 Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm
 507-633-3333

TRY OUR

DAILY

SPECIALS!

30 Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

Generous portions,
 friendly service and delicious 

 homestyle cooking
 anytime!

BREAKFAST
SERVED

ALL DAY! 55%% OOFFFF55%% OOFFFF5% OFF
MMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEEMMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEEMEAL PURCHASE

EExxppiirreess JJuullyy 3311,, 22002266.. DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll..EExxppiirreess JJuullyy 3311,, 22002266.. DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll..Expires July 31, 2026.  Does not include alcohol.
NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr..NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr..Not valid with any other offer.

wwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoommwwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoommwww.plazamorena.com

DDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMMDDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMMDINING ROOM
OOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekk 1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmmOOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekk 1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmmOpen 7 Days a Week 11:00am-10:00pm

116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa •• 550077--441133--00881199116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa •• 550077--441133--00881199160 26th St NE, Owatonna • 507-413-0819

DAILY SPECIALS!
 Noon Buffet 11am to 2pm

ORDER ONLINE!
 WWW.DODGEPLAZAMORENA.COM
 Sunday-Thursday 11:00am to 9:00pm
 Friday-Saturday 11:00am to 10:00pm

 411 W. Highway St. Dodge Center
 507-374-9555

5% OFF MEAL PURCHASE WITH THIS AD

With this ad
 Cannot be used with other offers.

CLIP & SAVE

• Soups
 • Salads
 • Sandwiches
 • Fresh Ground Coffee
 • Call In Order
 • Groups Welcome!

D
A
I
L
Y

SSppeecciiaallssSSppeecciiaallssSpecials

Monday-Friday
 10:30am to 7pm

 (later during sporting events)
 Saturday 10:30am to 5pm

 Closed Sundays

701
 2nd St
 Kenyon

Cahill Bistro & Bar
 Latin American Fusion

 Breakfast served weekends 9am to 2pm
 Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs.  3 to 5:30pm

 Mon.-Thurs. 10am - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 10am - 10pm
 632 2nd street Kenyon, MN

 507-623-1001 • www.cahillbistrobar.com

5% OFF With ad Good  through July 31, 2026

507-634-7400 • 401 8th Street SE, Kasson, MN
 Hours: Closed Sundays & Mondays

 Tues-Wed-Thurs Noon-Close; Fri & Sat 11AM-Close

Full Lunch & Dinner Menu

 Daily Specials

 Full Bar Available

 Event Center - 400 People Capacity
112 Main Street  Wanamingo, MN 

 Bar Hours:
Mon-Thurs 11am-10pm; Fri-Sat 11am-1am

 Sun 11am-9pm
 Kitchen Hours:

Monday-Saturday 11am-9pm; Sunday 11am-7pm

HAPPY HOUR M-F 2-6PM • $4 APPETIZERS!

STARTS
WEEKENDS
AT 1:00PM

10AM-1PM
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•• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •••• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr ••• Bellechester • Castle Rock • Claremont • Dennison • Dodge Center •
•• DDuunnddaass •• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •••• DDuunnddaass •• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd ••• Dundas • Goodhue • Hampton • Kenyon • Mazeppa • Nerstrand •

•• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo •• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss •••• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo •• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss ••• Randolph • Wanamingo • West Concord • Zumbro Falls •

Steel, Farm Machinery,
 Car Bodies, Aluminum, 

 Copper, Batteries, 
 Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

 June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408
 www.ldrecycling.com

Tatge
 Jewelry

 Awards By Tatge
 Celebrating 51 Years

 of Business
 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN

 (507) 789-6522

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue
 651-923-4441

 Lodermeiers.net

 • Machinery Storage
 • Commercial
 • Livestock Buildings
 • Garages

SIFT  (SAVE IT
 FROM

 TRASH)

 THRIFT STORE
 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
 Saturday 9am to 5pm

 DOUG AND MARY KLATT
 Call us today!

 507.259.2386

• Tires
 • Wheel alignments
 • Steering & suspension
 • Brake repair
 • A/C maintenance
 • Batteries

641 S Main Wanamingo
 507-824-2710

Todd Ryan
 651-764-5590

 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com
 Goodhue, MN
 Branch Office

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm
 Sat 10am-3pm

 Closed Sundays and major holidays
 530 2nd St. Kenyon
 507-789-5622

Shop the
 Kenyon Thrift Store
 often to enjoy our
 monthly variety of 

 discounts!

COUNTRY GOODS

 OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm
 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna • View/Like us on Facebook

 507-451-5661

 ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABELA’S

 INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
 HOME DECOR

 LAWN DECORATIONS
 UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

 OVER 100 CHOCOLATE 
 DELICACIES HANDMADE

 IN STORE!
SWEETESTPLACE INTOWN

UNIQUE
CANDIES

* Over 40 Years Experience
 * Residential
 * Farm
 * Commercial

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN
 Ph: 507-633-6355

 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
 for your next real estate transaction

 or loan closing.

Largest Antique Store
 in Dodge County

 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
 507-635-5554
 Facebook@

 MantorvilleSquareAntiques

Full Line of Square Tubes, 
 Channels, Angle,

 Flat & Pipes

 Shearing, Cutting and 
 Bending

 61154 190th St Dodge Center
 507-374-2524

BASIC HANDGUN
 SAFETY CLASS

 • Learn handgun safety 
 fundamentals

 • Individual classes available
 • Learn to shoot safely & properly
 • You can fire a variety of handguns

 For Those With No
 Handgun Experience

 CALL TO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME, 
 SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

 507-951-7417

 NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience

BBuussiinneessssBBuussiinneessssBusiness
LLiinnkkLLiinnkkLink

LARGEST
GIFT STORE

IN
SO. MN!

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

 FAHNING &
ASSOCIATES LLC.

Licensed Life And Health 
 Insurance Agent

 35 West Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

 (507) 374-6342
 Life • LTCI • Employee Benefits

 Health Insurance • MNsure Certified Agency

BETH S.
 FAHNING -H ANGGL

 AGENT #46786
Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 •  Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice

 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Specializing in
 Farm Equipment Repair
 Authorized      Dealer

 DOT Inspections/Welding
 507-789-6321

502 Huseth Street, Kenyon

 Kenyon NAPA Store
 507-789-5254

Bruce Freerksen
 (507) 273-9110

 brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com
 West Concord, MN

PLACE
 YOUR AD

 ON
 THIS PAGE

 Call Terry at
 507-951-7417

 or 
 Email:

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

All makes & models.
 On-site service.
 Vent cleaning.

 Home or Commercial.
 ~Serving SE Minnesota  ~

Washers, Dryers, 
 Dishwashers, 

 Refrigerators, Stoves, 
 Ranges, Ice Makers

 & More!
 Dustin Sletten
 507-676-4406

 Cat Country 
 Tire LLC

 Online tire ordering is now available on our website!

 www.catcountrytire.com
 Stop in or call 651-380-8731

 for service.

Jon Harvey & Bradley Marking, Owners
 Serving Bellechester, Goodhue & Surrounding Communities

 ON-SITE OR IN-STORE
 TIRE SERVICE

 OTR/Farm/Truck/SUV/ATV

 AGRICULTURAL TRACK SALES 
 AND INSTALLATION
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SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!

News, Photos, Events...
Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
ACROSS
1. Last name behind Waldorf Astoria
6. Hawaiian flower garland
9. What beanstalk did
13. Pack animal
14. Charged particle
15. Lacking guile
16. Lumen per square meter, pl.
17. Crime scene evidence, acr.
18. Roast host
19. *Unalienable ones in the Declaration of Independence
21. *Colony that originally abstained from voting on inde-
pendence
23. Baba of "One Thousand and One Nights"
24. Parsley or basil, e.g.
25. Mountain peak
28. *Four Declaration signers were alums of this CT Ivy Lea-
guer
30. Most mature, as in fruit
35. It must go on?
37. Small brook
39. *"...to assume among the powers of the ____"
40. Cap and gown accessory
41. Where there's trouble
43. Rani's dress
44. Useful quality
46. Volcano off Sicily coast
47. State on Old Glory
48. Dionysus' follower
50. Dems' opponents
52. Not divisible by two
53. Like certain people's glasses
55. Australia's flightless bird
57. *First Declaration of Independence signer
61. *Self-evident ones
64. Not a minor
65. "____ it or lose it!"
67. Songs for two
69. Formally surrenders land
70. *Last name of the only brothers to both sign the Declara-
tion
71. Last Supper cup
72. "If you only ____!"
73. Boy
74. Item in diary

DOWN
1. *____ men are created equal
2. Talk like a drunk
3. Fare ride
4. Opposite of alpha
5. In a foolhardy manner
6. Jar covers
7. Long, long time
8. Stupid or silly
9. Risque
10. Puerto ____
11. ____ and anon
12. 168 hours
15. Rookie
20. Beauty pageant winner's headgear
22. Make a blunder
24. Serfdom, archaically speaking
25. Indian black tea
26. Capital of Tibet
27. One's entourage
29. *Liberty's partner
31. Permission to leave
32. Muse of love poetry
33. Nickname for a certain violin
34. *Certain George, with The
36. *"____ in the course of human events..."
38. Like TV's famous ranger
42. Candle shape
45. Fortune teller's deck, pl.
49. Who is Bugs Bunny talking to?
51. Blemish
54. Cranial bones + facial bones
56. Driver's 180
57. Bypass firewall, illegally
58. Yemeni port
59. Classic art subject
60. Ball of yarn
61. Started during the Ryder Cup, e.g.
62. Miami basketballer
63. Cookbook direction
66. Shining one in "America the Beautiful"
68. Sylvester Stallone's nickname
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www.heritagebankmn.com
 NORTHFIELD:  1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736

WEST CONCORD:  181 Main Street 507-527-2236
 DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929

Have a Safe and Happy Summer!

th th

 Planning a Fall Project?
 See Heritage Bank for all your

 home improvement loan needs!




