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• We Install Lift Pumps
 • Opening Sewer Lines
 • Tank Finder

 We Service
 Dodge County

• GriefShare support group for anyone
experiencing loss of a loved one, friend,
or other significant person in their lives,
meets Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 pm, begin-
ning August 13th, at Anchor Of Hope
Church, 203 E. Main St., Dodge Center,
MN. Contact Dale E. Rood, pastor emeri-
tus, at 507-633-2772, or go to the Grief-
Share website.
• The United Methodist Church of

Dodge Center at 20 First Street NE offers
a dine in and carry out meal from 5:00-
6:00pm the third Wednesday of each
month.

It was 1985. Highway 56 running thruWest
Concord had been closed from both direc-
tions for a major resurfacing project. It was
lonely being isolated with no traffic passing
thru the town. That was the reason for Sur-
vival Days, and the celebration has continued
to this day.
This year on Thursday July 23rd the week

will kick off with citywide garage sales star-
ing at 8am, the library book sale runs from
9:30am to 5pm Thursday and Friday and
there will be the Guns & Hoses Charity soft-
ball event starting at 7pm at the ball field.
On Friday, July 24th the American Legion

will be making their famous doughnuts from
7 to 11am. Stop by for coffee and order a
dozen of your favorite flavor of doughnuts.

41st Annual Survival Days this Weekend

TheWife Carrying Contest will be held on Saturday at theWest Concord Survival Days
celebration this weekend.(continued on page 4)

Zumbro Valley Golf Course 100 year celebration
The Zumbro Valley Golf Course, nestled in the

rolling hills between Kasson and Mantorville is a 9
hole course that was built in 1926. On Saturday,Au-
gust 1st they will be celebrating 100 years with a big
party for the community with fun activities for all
ages. You are invited to come and enjoy the fun.
The family celebration starts at noon and continues
until 4pm. There will be two giant bounce houses
for the kids (socks required), local craft and gift ven-
dors and interactive activities such as Hobby Herd’s
interactive Llama experience, Accentra Credit
Union’s rubber duck race and Prairie Meadows mini
golf challenge.

(continued on page 5)

The Dodge County Free Fair was held in
Kasson this past week. One day the heat
was bad enough to postpone opening the
midway until 5pm that day. On Thursday
evening a power outage left most of Kasson
in the dark for part of the evening.

Dodge County Fair
Wrap Up

(continued on page 7)
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Religion

First Congregational Church
 515 Walnut Street, Mantorville • 507-635-3011

 Church of the Nazarene
 Pastor Johannes Marsland • 507-721-2500

 205 Mantorville Ave S. Kasson
 Sunday 6pm worship

 Community Celebration Church
 Pastor: Steve Larson • 507-634-1463

 27337 Co. Hwy 34, Kasson
 Sunday worship  9am  & 10:30am

 First Baptist Church
 Pastor: John Todor
 305  4th St, Kasson

 Sunday 9:30am Sunday school; 10:30am worship

 Church of the Holy Family
 Father John Lasuba • 507-634-7520

 1904  Mantorville Ave N, Kasson
 Sunday 8:30am Mass; Wednesday 9am Mass

 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
 Pat Dee pastoral asst. • 507-634-6081

 101  1st St, NE, Kasson
 Sunday  10am worship; Wednesday 5:30pm community meal

 Mount Sion Lutheran WELS
 Pastor Karl Christie • 507-634-3183

 600  8th Ave  NW, Kasson
 Sunday 9am worship

 South Zumbro Lutheran LCMC
 Pastors: Pete Wyttenbach & Jeff Bernards

 4830  120th  Ave SW, Kasson
 Sunday Worship 9:00a.m.

 St. John’s Lutheran ELCA
 John Welsenburger, Deborah Lyanga, Kristin Schlauderaff

 507-634-7110
 301  8th Ave  NW, Kasson

 Sunday 9am; Wednesday  6:30pm

 Pleasant Corners Evangelical Church
 Pastor: Jacob Hanson • 507-634-7823

 21927  650th St. Kasson
 Sunday 11am

KASSON KASSON
Area Church Directory

 The Fragility of the Powerful
 No sooner are [rulers] planted . . . no sooner 
 do they take root . . . than he blows on them 
 and they wither, and a whirlwind sweeps them 
 away like chaff. — Isaiah 40:24

 The powerful people of this world tend to think 
 they are strong and mighty, but they are fragile. 
 They think they have the control of history in their 
 hands, but they do not. Their stability is 
 provisional. Their strength is temporary. Their 
 wealth is volatile.

 Their fragility contrasts with the omnipotence of 
 God. Their instability contrasts with the eternity of 
 God. Political rulers are fragile and temporary, but 
 God is all-powerful and permanent. Scripture says 
 people “are like a breath; their days are like a 
 fleeting shadow” (Psalm 144:4), but God is 
 unshakably the same “from everlasting to 
 everlasting” (Psalm 90:2).

 God controls the nations. He raises up kingdoms 
 and overthrows them. He gives politicians and 
 other leaders positions of power and takes them 
 down. Compared to the Lord, rulers on the earth 
 are barely planted and rooted before they wither. 
 All it takes is a breath from the Almighty to blow 
 them away like chaff.

 Rulers who try to defy God do not prevail. The 
 arrogant may try to stand against the righteous 
 God, but they will only be swept away.

 Put your trust in God, our only true refuge and 
 strength!

 Almighty God, teach us not to trust in fragile 
 human power but in your eternal strength. 
 Humble the proud and uphold the faithful, we 
 pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Grace Methodist Church
 Pastor: Jacob Hanson • 507-634-7823

 801  5th Ave NW, Kasson
 Sunday  9am worship; 10am fellowship

 10:30am Sunday school

 First Presbyterian Church
 Rev. Loren Olson • 507-634-7481

 101  6th Ave  NW, Kasson
 Sunday  10am worship; 11am fellowship

 Kasson Church of Christ
 Pastor: Dale DePeel • 507-254-7258

 901  8th Ave NW, Kasson
 Sunday  10am worship

 Wednesday  7:30pm prayer service

HAYFIELD
Cedar Creek Church

 Pastor Barry Durkee • 507-477-2255
 30 East Main Street, Hayfield

 CedarCreekChurch.org
 Worship 10:00a.m. Sundays

 West St. Olaf Lutheran, ELCA
 Pastor Paul Thompson • 507-365-8222

 West: 70640 260 Ave, Hayfield • WestStOlaf.org
 Worship 10:00a.m.

 Trinity Lutheran Church
 Pastor Kristen Anderson • 507-477-2248

 104 1st St SE, Hayfield • churchoffice@trinityhayfield.com
 Sunday Worship 9:00a.m.; Sunday School 10:00a.m.

 E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.
 to The Messenger at:

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY :
160 26th St NE, Owatonna

 507-413-0819
 Dining Room Open 7 Days a Week

 11:00am-10:00pm
 www.plazamorena.com

Published in cooperation with Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
 © 2026, Dodge Center, Claremont, West Concord, Kasson, Mantorville, Hayfield Messenger. 

 All rights reserved.

MAIL
 32 West Main Street • P.O. Box 33

 Dodge Center, MN  55927

 PHONE/TEXT  507-649-3327

 FAX 507-645-9878
 For advertising information
 call Terry at 507-951-7417

 or email:
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

By Pastor John Todor,
First Baptist Kasson

The Lord
is My

Shepherd!

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside the still waters. He re-

stores my soul;…” Psalm 23:1-3
I remember that one of the first Bible pas-

sages that I had the privilege of memorizing
as a child, was Psalm 23.
In Psalm 23, David compares the Lord to a

shepherd who lovingly tends his flock.

Through this passage, we learn that Jehovah
God – the all-powerful, all-knowing, ever-
present God, tenderly cares for those who be-
long to Him.
Very briefly, I would like to point out to you

a few things about God, our wonderful Shep-
herd. It is my hope and prayer that as you
ponder upon these things, God’sWord will be
a great encouragement to you.
• The Lord is a Personal Shepherd. David

wrote: “The Lord is my shepherd”. One of
the amazing things about the God of the Bible
is that He is not a distant, unapproachable
God, but a God that can be known in a per-
sonal way. Relationship and fellowship with
God is possible through His Son, Jesus
Christ. Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth,

and the life. No one comes to the Father ex-
cept through Me.” John 14:6
• The Lord is a Providing Shepherd. Psalm

23:2: “He makes me to lie down in green pas-
tures;
He leads me beside the still waters.” This

also reminds me of Apostle Paul’s words in
Philippians 4:19 “And my God shall supply
all your need according to His riches in glory
by Christ Jesus.”
I would like to encourage you to take a few

moments today and thank Him for His spiri-
tual, physical, material, and emotional provi-
sion. He is worthy of our praise!
• The Lord is a Protecting Shepherd. “Yea,

though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You

are with me;” Psalm 23:4
Everyone goes through valleys, or low

points in life. We may face sorrow, heartache,
doubt, or other kinds of adversity, but God’s
Word reminds us that we should not be
afraid. The constant presence of our Shepherd
provides the assurance we need to always feel
safe. If we walk obediently before Him, He
will bring good out of the hardships we en-
dure “And we know that all things work to-
gether for good to those who love God, to
those who are the called according to His pur-
pose.” Romans 8:28
God bless you dear readers!
Hope you all have a wonderful summer,

trusting the good Lord – the Good Shepherd!

FIND  and DINE

E-mail the page the flag is on, along with your address to:
 messengerdrawing@gmail.com

Find the firecracker hidden 
 somewhere in The Messenger this 
 week and enter for a chance to win 

 a gift card to a local restaurant.sample

The winnerfor this week isRICHARD ELLIOTT!

GRAVES ONLINE 
 AUCTIONS

 www.gravesonlineauctions.com
 Professional Auction Services

 Consignment Auctions Ending Every 2 Weeks
 Farm - Construction - Business - Antiques
 Collectibles - Farm Toys - Vintage Toys

 Online At Our Site or Yours
 Experience and Product Knowledge

 Don’t Sell Yourself Short!

 507-843-4141
 Online Auction House is Located at
 383  1st Ave. N, Mazeppa, MN 55956

 Open 10am-5pm Mon.-Fri.; Sat. by Appt.

NO COMMISSION ON ITEMS SELLING OVER $1000
 PER ITEM
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Obituaries

COMMUNITY GROWN INSURANCE

 www.vsgmi.com   

Happy Birthday, America!

LOCALLY AVAILABLE FROM

North Risk Partners
 Rochester

 2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100
 Rochester, MN

 Phone: 507-288-7600
 Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com

 Insurance Brokers
 of  Byron

 505 Frontage Rd NE
 Byron MN 55920

 Phone: 507-775-7280
 Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com

 Sviggum Agency
 133 Main Street

 Wanamingo
 Phone: 507-824-5105

 Email:
 agent@svigguminsurance.com

 Kalass Agenty
 242 Main Street
 Zumbrota, MN

 Phone: 507-732-7614
 Email:

 kalassagency@kalassagency.com

Marilyn Rae Halverson
Marilyn Rae Halverson passed away peace-

fully on July 13, 2026, with
her daughter and grand-
daughter by her side.
She was 83 years old,
born June 12, 1943, in
Berne, MN.
She was preceded in

death by her husband,
Fred; and parents,
Ronald & Lula

(Giesler) Bennerotte.
She is survived by her

daughter, Dianna (Todd) Peters;
grandson, Eddie Peters; granddaughter, Sara
(Jason) Noren; siblings, Roland (Lynda) Ben-
nerotte, M. Kay Kleven, and Randy (Julie)
Bennerotte.
Marilyn graduated fromWest Concord High

School in West Concord, MN in 1961.
She retired fromWells Fargo after 33 years.
Marilyn was anAVIDMinnesota sports fan!

She was a #1 Vikings and Twins fan, even
when the aforementioned team didn't win the
Super Bowl(s). She loved collecting sports
memorabilia. The satisfaction of finding those
special items brought her great joy.
She and Fred thoroughly enjoyed their cabin

in Grand Marais on Devil's Track Lake. She
had many fun adventures with her grandkids,
including hot air balloon rides, attending
TwinsFest & Twins games, hiking up Eagle
Mountain & Devil's Track River, visiting
Devil's Kettle, Split Rock Lighthouse, and
many more.
After retiring, some of her adventures in-

cluded anAlaskan cruise and walking on gla-
ciers. She loved visiting with friends and rub-
bing elbows with sports memorabilia dealers.
She often said, "If you don't laugh, you'll

cry." Her positive attitude gave her super
strength and carried her far in life.

Margaret "Marge" Vang
Margaret "Marge" Vang, age 85, passed

away peacefully on
July 8, 2026, in Eden
Prairie, Minnesota.
Born on New Year's
Eve in 1940 in Sioux
City, Iowa, she was
the beloved daughter
of William F. and
Francis L. (Brad-

shaw) Gibson.
Marge dedicated her life to the care and

nurturing of young children. As a licensed
childcare professional and dedicated nanny,
her warmth, compassion, and loving spirit
left an indelible mark on countless families
and children throughout her long career.
She was preceded in death by her loving

siblings: her sister Dorothy Shields and her
husband Howard; her sister Betty Casteel and
her husband Grover; and her brother Bill
Gibson and his wife Shirley.
Marge's legacy of love lives on through her

surviving family. She is deeply missed and
lovingly remembered by her three children,
Greg Jans and wife Diane, Mary Condon and
husband Tom, andAaron Vang and wife Nic-
hole.
Grandchildren ~ Tyler Jans and wife Kelsi,

Lindsay Jans, Nathan Jans and husband
Chadd, Natalie Battis and husband Ryan.
Megan Flakne and husband Tyler, Courtney
Condon, Ryan Condon and fiancé Halynn.
Jordyn Vang and Gabrielle Vang.
Great Grandchildren ~ Jay, Callum, Julia

and Cash Jans. Cole, Connor and Brynn Bat-
tis. Tate Flakne.
A Celebration of Life Service will be held

on Monday,August 10, 2026, at River Valley
Church 14898 Energy Way in Apple Valley,
Minnesota 55124. Family and friends are in-
vited to gather for a visitation starting at 5:00
PM, with the memorial service beginning at
6:00 PM. Light refreshments will immedi-
ately follow the service at the church.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred.

In honor of Marge's lifelong passion for early
childhood development and her love for chil-
dren all donations will be thoughtfully dis-
tributed to the following charities. Lutheran
Social Service of Minnesota, Wishes and
More, and Think Small.

Edwin Richard “Dick” Clifford
Edwin Richard “Dick”
Clifford passed away on
July 19, 2026 in Rob-
binsdale, MN. A so-
ciable, ambitious
man with a servant’s
heart, he taught his
family to “work hard,
play hard” and im-
proved many lives

during his 82 years on
Earth.

Dick was born on Dec. 30, 1943, to Phyllis
and Edwin Clifford in Northfield, MN. He
grew up in southern Minnesota, where at the
K&M Drive-In, he met the love of his life,
Melanie. Soon after marrying, the two moved
to Maple Grove, MN to raise their growing
family.
Dick was a man of many talents who

worked as a machinist, businessman, and
farmer. He appreciated a spotless surface and
could often be found tending to his home and
lawn. Ever curious and bold, he was also an
early adopter of Microsoft Excel, a licensed
pilot, an avid outdoorsman, and a man of
faith.
Above all, Dick was a widely beloved man.

He maintained an impressive calendar of cof-
fee get-togethers with fellow early birds, card
games with granddaughters, and rounds of
golf with old friends. He sought adventure
wherever possible, hiking mountains in Ari-
zona with his children and four-wheeling
through the Black Hills with Melanie. There
was nothing he wouldn’t do for his family.
Dick was preceded in death by his mother

and father; his brother, Bill; and his son, Ron.
He is survived by his loving wife of 63 years,
Melanie; his children, David (Lisa) Clifford
and Keely (Rich) Johnson; his brother, Jerry;
and 7 granddaughters and 3 great-grandsons.

www.hoo.cpa
 Call: 507-534-3837

 Email: info@hoo.cpa
 100 4th Ave, Suite 1, Plainview, MN 55964

 From expert tax prep to streamlined bookkeeping, we can help. 
 Call us today!

 Jolene Harvey, CPA • Michael Oliver, CPA • Ben Opsahl, Enrolled Agent • Colton Burke, CPA

 Our Services
 • Business & Personal Tax Service
 • Tax Planning
 • Bookkeeping & Payroll

 • Financial Statement Preparation
 • Business Consulting
 • QuickBooks Pro Advisors

 Serving clients in Plainview, Rochester, Zumbrota, St. Charles, Lake City & surrounding areas
 • Agricultural tax return preparation/bookkeeping/payroll

550077--991100--44664488550077--991100--44664488507-910-4648
110077 88tthh AAvveennuuee SSWW,, KKaassssoonn,, MMNN110077 88tthh AAvveennuuee SSWW,, KKaassssoonn,, MMNN107 8th Avenue SW, Kasson, MN

Quality feed
for livestock

and pets!

KFS OF HOPE IN KASSON
 (Formerly CHS)

High-quality animal nutrition products and expert advisory services.
 Vast selection of premium feeds, supplements and supplies.
 Knowledgeable team for nutritional advice.

�
�
�

Do You Have An
Announcement?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Community

Citywide garage sales will start again at 8am.
The West Concord Historical Society will
host an open house from 9am to 1pm. Food
stands and the beer garden open at 5pm and
the garden tractor pull begins at 6pm. Live
music with Chad Johnson will be playing
under the big tent from 8pm to midnight. A

Join us for Book Group at the West Concord Library
Saturday, August 8 from 9am-10am

Grandma Gatewood’s Walk by Ben Montgomery
Emma Gatewood told her family she was going on a walk

and left her small Ohio hometown with a change of clothes
and less than two hundred dollars. The next anybody heard
from her, this farm-reared, 67-year-old great-grandmother had
walked 800 miles along the 2,050-mileAppalachian Trail.And
in September 1955, having survived a rattlesnake strike, two
hurricanes, and a run-in with gangsters from Harlem, she stood
atop Maine’s Mount Katahdin. There she sang the first verse
of “America, the Beautiful” and proclaimed, “I said I’d do it,
and I’ve done it.”
Grandma Gatewood, as the reporters called her, became the

first woman to hike the entireAppalachian Trail alone, as well
as the first person—man or woman—to walk it twice and three
times. Gatewood became a hiking celebrity and appeared on
TV and in the pages of Sports Illustrated. The public attention she brought to the little-
known footpath was unprecedented. Her vocal criticism of the lousy, difficult stretches led
to bolstered maintenance, and very likely saved the trail from extinction.
Genre: Nonfiction/Biography, First Published: April 2014

507-273-9530  FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK @ THE ANNADINE

Cards Every Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
 Live Music & Open Mic Resumes in September
 Thank you for a wonderful 25-26 season, see you in the fall!

41st Annual
Survival Days
this Weekend

(continued from page 1)

happens at 3pm in the field south of Hyland
Systems. At 7pm there will be an excavator
rodeo on the east end of Main Street. A street
dance under the big tent featuring J T & The
Gunslingers is from 8pm to 12:30am.
On Sunday July 26th the softball and vol-

leyball tournaments resume at 9am. The
Community worship service will be held at

Lion’s Park at 9:30am. Rain site will be the
Bell Tower Center. Food stands open at 11am.
The beer garden opens at noon and Trinity
Lutheran Pie & Ice Cream social will be held
under the big tent from noon to 3pm. The
Grand Parade starts at 1pm with a Fireman’s
Water Fight following at 2pm. Check out the
full schedule on the back page.

fireworks display will be held at 10pm.
On Saturday, July 25th the last day for

garage sales starts at 8am. The Fire Depart-
ment has a Burrito breakfast starting at 8am
in theAmerican Legion. The Scott Hodgman
Classic Car and Bike show in on Main Street
from 8am to noon. The 5k Run/Walk and the
softball and sand volleyball tournaments start
at 9am. From 10am to 3pm there will be kids
activities behind theWCHS including bounce
houses, face painting and furever friends. A
foam party starts at 11:30am.A treasure hunt
at the pool begins at 11am for kids from 2 to
12 years old. The food stands open at 11am.
At 1pm Dazzling Dave will host a YoYo

show at the library. The beer garden opens at
2pm. Family Bingo will be held under the big
tent from 2 to 4pm. The wife carrying contest

A PLAN FOR EVERYONE
• Life • Health
• Annuities • IRA’s

• Employee Benefits • Long Term Care

• Medicare Supplements/Part D

FAHNING & ASSOCIATES LLC
Beth Hanggi

35 W. Main St., Dodge Center • 507-374-6342 • www.fahningandassocs.com

Providing our clients with the best coverage and value
for their insurance needs for more than 50 years.
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will be available on site.
The Zumbro Valley Golf Course has an in-

teresting and colorful history to share. From
starting in a cow pasture to dynamiting
stumps out of the fairways. Here is a histori-
cal perspective written up by Paul Leuthold
on the early days of the club.
Golf was introduced to Kasson by a group

from the old “Triangle Club”– this was the
same club that started the tobaggon slide,
skating rink and sponsored many nice parties
and dances in Kasson, as well as a winter car-
nival one year. The weather turned so bad that
time we decided not to undertake it again!
In 1920 a few members of the Triangle Club

made arrangements with Henry Blanch to use
a part of his pasture, across from the Dodge
County Fair Grounds. We had only three or
four holes and one would not call it a golf
course but we did have fun practicing “cow
pasture pool”. Some of us belonged to other
established country clubs — a few of us
joined Owatonna and played there when time
permitted. This group of pioneers, Sam Lord,
Howard Tollefson, Carlos Leuthold, Ole
Stenstad, Dr. C. L. Nelson, Lloyd Leuthold,
Dr. S. A. Helebrandt and myself (Paul
Leuthold) created enough interest among oth-
ers so we had to look for larger quarters.
This time we located in a pasture belonging

to Harry Houston, one mile south of the pres-
ent club. We had rather a nice little course
laid out there which we used for about three
years.All of the improvements were made by
the club and the better it looked— the higher
the rent went. That might not have been so
bad except that we were sharing the property
with Harry’s cows and pigs. So, when the rent
went up to $750.00 in 1924 we decided to
make other plans. That amount does not
sound like much today, especially to those of

you that don’t recall the time when a dollar
was worth it’s face value — as it was during
the above period.
This time we rented what was known as the

Bowman farm from Chris Dennesen for
$200.00 for the first year. It had not been oc-
cupied for some years and Chris only farmed
a small part of it in connection with his other
land.
It was a tremendous undertaking but the

possibilities could be seen so it was decided
that we buy it. On April 18, 1926 Chris was
paid $500.00 to bind the bargain. The balance
of $2900.00 was paid on June 16th, 1926
with an interest item of $45.85 paid on July
9th. So the total cost was $3445.85
The stockholders group was incorporated as

the Zumbro Valley Recreation Club. This cor-
poration leased the grounds to the Kasson
Golf Club until 1933 when it became evident
that two organizations were not necessary so
the running of the club was taken over by the
corporation.
It would have been nice if you could have

seen what it looked like when we bought it.
What are now #3 and #9 fairways were filled

with stumps. One Sunday several of us came
down and blew out (dynamited) about 300
stumps, then it did look like a battle field until
we had the refuse hauled away and the holes
filled with dirt. That was in late winter and
the ground was still frozen.At that same time
we cut trees on the north side of the river to
make bridges across the creek on 3 and 9 as
well as on and off the island. These worked
fine until we had a spell of high water that
took them all out. They were replaced several
times until finally more permanent ones
could be built.
For a century, ZVGC has been more than

just a golf course. It’s been a place where
friendships were made, memories were cre-
ated, and generations of families have spent
time together. We’re celebrating the best way
we know how… by inviting the entire com-
munity to join us for one unforgettable day!
Whether you’re bringing the kids for

bounce houses and llamas or coming back
later for an adults-only concert under the
summer sky, there’s something for everyone
on Saturday, August 1st.

Food will be served by the Hidden Pines Bar
& Grill as well as other food and drink ven-
dors. Adult beverages will be served with
drink tickets $5.00 each.
There will be a 21 and older event from 7 to

11pm featuring a free concert by Flash Mob,
one of Minnesota’s favorite party bands.
The golf course will be closed for golfing on

the day of the celebration. There will be no
public parking available at the golf course. A
free trolley service will run continuously
throughout the event from noon to midnight
from the following parking locations.
• Kasson-Mantorville High School parking

lot (corner of Hwy 57 and 625th St)
• Old Relay Station lot in Mantorville (cor-

ner of 5th St and Clay St)
Golf cart parking will be available in the

rough around Hole #9.
There will be picnic tables and cocktail ta-

bles around the grounds but you are welcome
to bring blankets or folding lawn chairs. No
coolers or outside food and drinks will be al-
lowed. This is a cash only event and ATM’s

Zumbro
Valley

Golf Course
100 year

celebration
(continued from page 1)
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Dodge County Fair

Lily Klejeski setting up one of dairy goats

Lily Klejeski setting up her beef for the judge to 
 evaluate.

Floral projects exhibited by Triton and Kasson 
 Mantorville FFA members at the 2026 Dodge County 
 Fair                                                        photos by Robert Ickler

 As part of the fair proceedings, the fair has a FFA night 
 in which Hayfield, Triton and Kasson Mantorville FFA 
 Chapters sell 50/50 raffle tickets and work the 
 concession stand to raise money for scholarships for 
 members.  Pictured from the back to the front- Hunter 
 Hamm, Preston Erler and LJ Erler were learning how 
 to work the back room of the stand packaging food.

 Candid shot of the second round of Triton members 
 learning from Mr. Crowson of Hayfield FFA how to run 
 the back room of the stand.  Pictured from front to back 
 are Coy Froyum, Aiden VanZuilen, Sam Sexton and 
 Sydney Rysavy.

 Layla Schley exhibiting one of her Jerseys

 Emery Moe next to his Super M-TA that he restored.  
 He was overall Grand Champion of Construction and 
 Ag Mech projects

 Lillie Freiderich setting her beef heifer for the judge to 
 evaluate

 Noah Kasper setting up his beef for the judge.  Noah Kasper setting up his beef for the judge.

 Lillie Freiderich setting her beef heifer for the judge to 
 evaluate



The Midway was the popular place for kids each afternoon at the fair last week.

 The malt stand was very popular as people looked for 
 ways to cool off from the heat.

 A mounted cowboy shooting exhibition entertained at 
 the horse arena on Friday.

 A Young Rider shows off her horse at the equine barn.
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Dodge County Fair

Embroidery, Laser Engraving,
 Heat Transfers

www.ghcustomsllc.com
 40 W. Main, Dodge Center, MN

Gary: 507.951.7154

 Heather: 507.951.5193

 Email:
 ghcustoms324@gmail.com

“Turning your Vision into Reality”

502 Huseth St., Kenyon •  507-789-6321

Toro
 77501 Time Cutter Max

23 hp Kawasaki Twin
 50” Iron Forged Deck

 19” Gaming Style Seat
$4,099.99

Sargeant’s
 150th Celebration

 Sat. July 25, 2026
(No alcohol on premises)

Still the fair welcomed 4-H and
FFA kids and Young Riders to show
their livestock and participate in
events to recognize their efforts and
achievements. Grandstand shows en-
tertained each evening. Buildings
were full of displays of projects, pro-
duce and handiwork. One hundred
and sixty one years of celebrating the
people of Dodge County. It is inspiring to see the next gener-
ation proudly showing their livestock projects and vying for
a chance at showing at the state fair next month. See you next
year at the fair.

Dodge County Fair
Wrap Up

(continued from page 1)



Page 8 July 23, 2026- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD, KASSON, MANTORVILLE, HAYFIELD MESSENGER -



July 23, 2026 Page 9- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD, KASSON, MANTORVILLE, HAYFIELD MESSENGER -

Your Home for 
 Twins Baseball

 Tim McNiff Weekday Mornings
 www.kymnradio.net

Legal Notices

Mail this form to:  The Messenger Business & Subscription Office
 32 West Main, PO Box 33, Dodge Center, MN 55927

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

CLIP ‘N MAIL

Name 

 Address 

 City/State/Zip 

 Phone No. Email

YES!  I would like a 1 year subscription to The Messenger
 Please enclose a $49.00 check payable to The Messenger. 

 Check Enclosed          Charge My:    Visa             MasterCard             AMEX              Discover 

 Account #

 CVV Security Code:                                                                    Exp. Date:

CLIP ‘N MAIL

NOW

PUBLISHED

WEEKLY IN

DODGE

COUNTY!

38 W Main St, Dodge Center  •   507-633-6355
 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com  •  www.dclandtitle.com

 From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex commercial or farm real estate 
 transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is committed to providing real estate 

 transactional expertise and personal customer service.

LEGALNOTICE

APPROVED MINUTES
OFTHE COUNTY

BOARD OF
COMMISSIONER’S

MEETING
JUNE 23, 2026

STATE OFMINNESOTA
COUNTY

ADMINISTRATION
OFFICE

COUNTYOF DODGE
MANTORVILLE, MN

The Chair called the meeting
to order at 5:00 p.m.
The following actions were
approved:
* Agenda as presented.
* The following Consent
Agenda items: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3,
1.4.
* Payment of the following
bills:
01 Revenue Fund

$ 126,532.01
13 Road and Bridge Fund

$ 227,692.16
16 Environmental
Quality Fund $ 19,148.20
41 Ditch Fund$ 10,718.25
52 The Midway

$ 750.00
Total $ 384,840.62
* The following personnel
actions: A.1, A.2, A.3, A.4,
B.1, C.1, C.2, C.3, C.4, C.5,

C.6.
* Signatures to resolution
#2026-23 – Accept Veteran
Services donation.
* Proposal from AWH at a
cost of $19,500 to conduct
conditions assessment of His-
toric Museum in Mantorville.
* Rejection of all Annex
south entry improvements
and landscaping bids.
* Recessing the meeting at
6:08 p.m.
* Reconvening the meeting
at 6:30 p.m.
* Land Records to cease
making plat books and move
onto on-line plat book option.
* Adjourning the meeting at
6:44 p.m.
This is a summary only. A
complete set is available in
the Administration Office at
the Government Services
Building in Mantorville, MN.
_______________________

TRITON ISD NO. 2125 –
SUMMARY SCHOOL
BOARDMINUTES
REGULAR SCHOOL
BOARDMEETING

MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2026 –
6:00 P.M.

TRITON HIGH SCHOOL

MEDIACENTER –
DODGE CENTER, MN

& ZOOMVIDEO
CONFERENCING

This published information is
a summary of the full min-
utes of the June 8, 2026, Tri-
ton School Board meeting. A
copy of the full minutes is
available for viewing in the
Triton District Office, 813
West Highway Street, Dodge
Center, or online at www.tri-
ton.k12.mn.us.

Present: Wendy Kenworthy,
Rebecca Knutson, J. Jensen,
D. Jensen, Lloyd Henslin, Jr.,
Brian Ginder, Scott Curran,
Luke Lutterman, Aimee
Lake, Jaxon Marine, Tina
Kozisek, and others.

The School Board approved
the following items:

•Agenda and consent agenda
including the May 18, 2026
regular meeting minutes as
presented; budget update;
claims and bills; open enroll-
ment agreements for students
#060826A and #060826B;
resignation/retirement for

Do You Have
a Great

Local Story
Idea?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

DODGE CENTER SUMMARYCOUNCIL
MINUTES

Monday, June 22, 2026
This published information is a summary of the full min-

utes of June 22, 2026, Dodge Center City Council regular
meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for view-
ing at City Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at
www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.
Present: Mayor Bill Ketchum, Cathy Skogen, Gary Trel-

stad, Paul Blaisdell, Braedon Dostal, Lee Mattson, John
Fox, Vanessa Hines, Marianne Sobek, Deputy Gronseth,
and Nels Pierson
City Council approved the following items:
•Agenda and ConsentAgenda to include: Minutes of the

June 8, 2026 City Council Meeting, Minutes of the June
15, 2026 City Council Special Meeting, Improvement
Project Change Order #3, Ambulance Paid-On-Call Em-
ployees, and payment of bills,
Meeting adjourned at 6:37 p.m.

DODGE CENTER SUMMARYCOUNCIL
MINUTES

Monday, June 22, 2026
This published information is a summary of the full min-

utes of June 22, 2026, Dodge Center City Council special
meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for view-
ing at City Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at
www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.
Present: Mayor Bill Ketchum, Cathy Skogen, Gary Trel-

stad, Paul Blaisdell, Braedon Dostal, Lee Mattson, Mari-
anne Sobek, and John Fox.
City Council approved the following items:
• Approve transfer of excess funds from General Fund

to Capital Fund.
Meeting adjourned at 5:46 p.m.

Dodge County Board of Adjustment
Public Hearing Notice

The Dodge County Board of Adjustment will meet on
Thursday August 6, 2026 at 8:30 AM.
To participate in the Public Hearings, citizens can come
in person or join via Microsoft Teams. Please visit the
Dodge County Environmental Services Public Hearings
page for the meeting link:
https://www.co.dodge.mn.us/departments/environmen-
tal_services/public_hearings.php
Item 1: Request to increase the number of employees for
a permitted Limited Rural Business (LRB) that exceeds
the set limit of four (4) allowed per the Dodge County
Zoning Ordinance.
Item 2: Setback variance
For additional information on request and commenting
procedures, please contact the Environmental Services
Department at 507-635-6272.

Sue Torgerson effective Au-
gust 31, 2025; contracts for
Brandon Neseth as Activities
Director, Andrea Possehl as
School Nurse, and Grace
Hanson as TES Music
Teacher; resignations for Jen-
nifer Ryg as THS English
Teacher and Fall Play Direc-
tor effective June 30, 2026,
Donielle Hrtanek as THS
Special Education Teacher
effective July 1, 2026, and
Gareth John Hager, Jr. as
TMS Special Education
Teacher effective August
2026;
• Insurance policy renewal;
• Updated 2025-2026 budget;
• Preliminary 2026-2027
budget;
• MSBA Association Dues
and Policy Services Renewal
Dues for 2026-2027;
• 2026-2027 Resolution for
Membership in the MN State
High School League;
• Resolution for Appointing
an Identified Official with
Authority for the External
User Access Recertification.

Meeting adjourned at 6:44
p.m.
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•• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •••• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr ••• Bellechester • Castle Rock • Claremont • Dennison • Dodge Center •
•• DDuunnddaass •• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •••• DDuunnddaass •• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd ••• Dundas • Goodhue • Hampton • Kenyon • Mazeppa • Nerstrand •

•• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo •• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss •••• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo •• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss ••• Randolph • Wanamingo • West Concord • Zumbro Falls •

Steel, Farm Machinery,
 Car Bodies, Aluminum, 

 Copper, Batteries, 
 Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

 June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408
 www.ldrecycling.com

Tatge
 Jewelry

 Awards By Tatge
 Celebrating 51 Years

 of Business
 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN

 (507) 789-6522

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue
 651-923-4441

 Lodermeiers.net

 • Machinery Storage
 • Commercial
 • Livestock Buildings
 • Garages

SIFT  (SAVE IT
 FROM

 TRASH)

 THRIFT STORE
 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
 Saturday 9am to 5pm

 DOUG AND MARY KLATT
 Call us today!

 507.259.2386

• Tires
 • Wheel alignments
 • Steering & suspension
 • Brake repair
 • A/C maintenance
 • Batteries

641 S Main Wanamingo
 507-824-2710

Todd Ryan
 651-764-5590

 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com
 Goodhue, MN
 Branch Office

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm
 Sat 10am-3pm

 Closed Sundays and major holidays
 530 2nd St. Kenyon
 507-789-5622

Shop the
 Kenyon Thrift Store
 often to enjoy our
 monthly variety of 

 discounts!

COUNTRY GOODS

 OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm
 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna • View/Like us on Facebook

 507-451-5661

 ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABELA’S

 INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
 HOME DECOR

 LAWN DECORATIONS
 UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

 OVER 100 CHOCOLATE 
 DELICACIES HANDMADE

 IN STORE!
SWEETESTPLACE INTOWN

UNIQUE
CANDIES

* Over 40 Years Experience
 * Residential
 * Farm
 * Commercial

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN
 Ph: 507-633-6355

 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
 for your next real estate transaction

 or loan closing.

Largest Antique Store
 in Dodge County

 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
 507-635-5554
 Facebook@

 MantorvilleSquareAntiques

Full Line of Square Tubes, 
 Channels, Angle,

 Flat & Pipes

 Shearing, Cutting and 
 Bending

 61154 190th St Dodge Center
 507-374-2524

BASIC HANDGUN
 SAFETY CLASS

 • Learn handgun safety 
 fundamentals

 • Individual classes available
 • Learn to shoot safely & properly
 • You can fire a variety of handguns

 For Those With No
 Handgun Experience

 CALL TO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME, 
 SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

 507-951-7417

 NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience

BBuussiinneessssBBuussiinneessssBusiness
LLiinnkkLLiinnkkLink

LARGEST
GIFT STORE

IN
SO. MN!

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

 FAHNING &
ASSOCIATES LLC.

Licensed Life And Health 
 Insurance Agent

 35 West Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

 (507) 374-6342
 Life • LTCI • Employee Benefits

 Health Insurance • MNsure Certified Agency

BETH S.
 FAHNING -H ANGGL

 AGENT #46786
Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 •  Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice

 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Specializing in
 Farm Equipment Repair
 Authorized      Dealer

 DOT Inspections/Welding
 507-789-6321

502 Huseth Street, Kenyon

 Kenyon NAPA Store
 507-789-5254

Bruce Freerksen
 (507) 273-9110

 brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com
 West Concord, MN

PLACE
 YOUR AD

 ON
 THIS PAGE

 Call Terry at
 507-951-7417

 or 
 Email:

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

All makes & models.
 On-site service.
 Vent cleaning.

 Home or Commercial.
 ~Serving SE Minnesota  ~

Washers, Dryers, 
 Dishwashers, 

 Refrigerators, Stoves, 
 Ranges, Ice Makers

 & More!
 Dustin Sletten
 507-676-4406

 Cat Country 
 Tire LLC

 Online tire ordering is now available on our website!

 www.catcountrytire.com
 Stop in or call 651-380-8731

 for service.

Jon Harvey & Bradley Marking, Owners
 Serving Bellechester, Goodhue & Surrounding Communities

 ON-SITE OR IN-STORE
 TIRE SERVICE

 OTR/Farm/Truck/SUV/ATV

 AGRICULTURAL TRACK SALES 
 AND INSTALLATION
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WEST CONCORD:
 181 Main Street
 507-527-2236

NORTHFIELD:  1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736

 DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929www.heritagebankmn.com

SUPPORT LOCAL
 “CELEBRATE & BUY

 A BUTTON”
 WHILE SUPPLIES LASTS

 AT LOCAL
 WEST CONCORD

 BUSINESSES

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL CITY HALL (507) 527-2668 OR VISIT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE.  ALL EVENTS SUBJECT T O CHANGE OR CANCELLATION.

THANK  YOU!
 TO ALL SPONSORS 

 WHO DONATED
 TO MAKE

 SURVIVAL DAYS
 A SUCCESS!




