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• We Install Lift Pumps
 • Opening Sewer Lines
 • Tank Finder

 We Service
 Dodge County

• GriefShare support group for any-
one experiencing loss of a loved one,
friend, or other significant person in
their lives, meets Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30
pm, beginning August 13th, at Anchor
Of Hope Church, 203 E. Main St.,
Dodge Center, MN. Contact Dale E.
Rood, pastor emeritus, at 507-633-2772,
or go to the GriefShare website.
• The United Methodist Church of

Dodge Center at 20 First Street NE of-
fers a dine in and carry out meal from
5:00-6:00pm the third Wednesday of
each month.
• Dennison Days August 7 & 8.

(See schedule inside)
Do you have an announcement?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com Left to right – Emma Braithwaite, Jaiden Baumgartner, &Autumn Froyum

The Messenger Find
and Dine Game
Every week there is an image

hidden within the pages of the
Messenger. During the month of
July, it is a firecracker. During
August it will be a sun.
E-mail your name and address

and the page where you have found the fire-
cracker in this week's edition. We will draw
one winner each week who will receive a
gift card to a local restaurant.
The winner will be announced the follow-

ing week and the gift card mailed to them.
It will be in a different place each week,

so keep your eyes open while reading each
issue.
E-mail to messengerdrawing@gmail.com

(sample)

By Cheri Roshon
Tanya Hashimoto

has a penchant for
helping others by tak-
ing care of the house-
hold chores so you can
have more free time
with your friends and
family.
Tanya's Cleaning

Service is a small family business in Dodge
Center, designed with you in mind.

The owners of
Rite Buy Liquor
for the last couple
years, have
opened their new
store in July.

Be sure to check out the fun at Hogfest
2026 next weekend in Claremont. FridayAu-
gust 7th at 5pm the town will be the center

Embroidery, Laser Engraving,
 Heat Transfers

www.ghcustomsllc.com
 40 W. Main, Dodge Center, MN

Gary: 507.951.7154

 Heather: 507.951.5193

 Email:
 ghcustoms324@gmail.com

“Turning your Vision into Reality”

of activities. Food vendors are open from
5pm to 11pm. The beer sales begin at 5pm.
Kids games will be held from 5 to 8pm. A
Kid Pedal Pull starts at 6pm with registration
half an hour before the event. From 5 to 7pm
the U2 Entertainment Gaming Trailer will be
open.A foam party starts at 7pm. Mainstream
Entertainment Karaoke & DJ will be live
from 7 to 11pm with a Karaoke Contest at
8pm.
On Saturday August 8th there will be

Breakfast Burritos served from 7:30 to 11am
with a bake sale at the same time. The vendor
sales/market will be open from 8am to 2pm.
Beer sales begin at 10am on Saturday. Food
vendors will be open from 10am to 11pm. Face painting will be held from 1 to 3pm. At

3:30pm the Gopher State Garden Tractor Pull
starts. The ClaremontArea Chamber will host
a Sweet Corn and Pork feed from 4 to 7pm.
Live music will be performed by Travis
Thamert Band from 7 to 11pm.

Hogfest next weekend in Claremont

2026 Survival Days Royalty

Everyday Spirit Liquor
& Tobacco Opens New
Store in Dodge Center

(continued on page 4)

(continued on page 5)

(continued on page 5)

Clean Spaces,
Better Places
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Religion

E-mail your church announcements, 
 schedule, etc. to the The Messenger at: 

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Faith Lutheran Church
 308 2nd St. NW, Dodge Center

 507-374-2174
 Traditional Worship 9a.m.; Fellowship 10a.m.

 Grace Lutheran Church
 404 Central Avenue N, Dodge Center

 Rev. Elliott Malm• 507-633-2253
 https://gracedc.church

 Worship 9a.m.; Sunday School 10:30a.m.

 Praise Fellowship Church
 602 Central Avenue S, Dodge Center

 507-374-6400
 Kidz Church 9:15a.m.; Sunday Worship 9:30a.m.

 Dodge Center Methodist Church
 201 1st St. NE, Dodge Center

 507-374-6885
 Sunday Morning Worship at 8:30a.m.,

 Fellowship Time Following

 St. John Baptist De La Salle
 20 2nd St. NE, Dodge Center • 507-374-6830

 Mass Saturday 5p.m.

 Living Water Assembly Church
 104 1st St. NW, Dodge Center
 Roy Andrews • 507-374-6561

 Sunday 10a.m.

 Dodge Center SDA Church
 410 3rd Ave. SW

 Dodge Center • 507-374-6895
 Sabbath School 9:15a.m.; Saturday Worship 11a.m.

 Anchor of Hope Church,
 a 7th Day Baptist Congregation
 203 E. Main St., Dodge Center • 507-374-6755

 Saturday 10a.m. Worship; 11:45a.m. Sabbath School

 Bible Lutheran Church
 (American Assoc. of Lutheran Churches)

 11  1st Ave. N.E., Dodge Center
 www.biblelc.org  •  612-803-1212

 Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.
 (weekly sermons available on You Tube and on website)

 First Congregational Church
 12 Second Street NW

 Dodge Center, MN 55927 • 507-633-6873
 www.congregationalchurchdc.com

 Mark Martig, Pastor

DODGE CENTER WEST CONCORD
Faith Community Church

 305 State Street N, West Concord
 507-527-2244

 Interim Pastor, Steve Anderson
 Sunday 9:30a.m. Worship; 10:45a.m. Sunday School

 www.fccwc.org
 Facebook: WC Faith Community Church

 Hegre Lutheran, ELCA
 51939 Highway 56 Blvd., Kenyon • 507-527-2353

 Sunday: 9:15a.m. Sunday School; 10:30a.m. Worship

 Trinity Lutheran, ELCA
 301 Highland St., West Concord • 507-527-2778

 trinitychurchwc.net
 Sunday worship video is posted on Facebook: 

 Trinitylutheranchurchwestconcordmn
 Sundays 9:30a.m. Worship in building and live streamed on 

 Facebook.
 Sunday School 10:30a.m.

 Tuesday Men’s Bible Study, 7:00a.m.
 at church and via Zoom

 Call church for more information on ministries and events.

 Church of Christ
 55087  200th Ave., West Concord • 507-527-2723

 Pastor Peter Moen
 9:00a.m. Sunday School; 10:00a.m. Worship

 concordchurchmn.com

 Zwingli United Church of Christ
 “The Berne Church”

 23148 Co. Hwy. 24, West Concord • 507-356-4340
 Pastor Beth Anthony

 Sunday 10:00a.m. Worship; Find us on Facebook

CLAREMONT
1st Presbyterian Church

 200 East Street, Claremont • 528-2320
 Pastor Doug Walters

 Sunday Worship at 10:00a.m.

 St. John Lutheran Church
 4532 SE 84th Avenue, Claremont • 528-2404

 Pastor Alan Broadwell
 Sunday Service at 10:30a.m.

 Area Church Directory

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY :
160 26th St NE, Owatonna

 507-413-0819
 Dining Room Open 7 Days a Week

 11:00am-10:00pm
 www.plazamorena.com

Finding Honey
 If you find honey, eat just enough—too much of it, and 

 you will vomit. — Proverbs 25:16
 Late summer to early fall is usually the time when 

 beekeepers “find” honey. At that time of year for bees, the 
 days of gathering pollen and nectar are winding down. Wise 
 beekeepers provide extra room in the hive, taking advantage 
 of the bees’ hoarding instinct and “tricking” them into 
 making more honey than they need. A healthy hive will often 
 have two to three times as much honey as the bees will need 
 for winter. The beekeepers then take the extra honey, making 
 sure to leave enough for the bees to survive on.

 Finding honey is not so difficult with the hive boxes and 
 removable frames we have today. In the wild, though, it can 
 be a lot more challenging to find and gather this treasure. 
 Through the centuries people have learned to search for 
 honey in hollow trees, small caves, remote cliffs, and other 
 protected spots that are near abundant varieties of flowering 
 plants.

 While honey is sweet, our proverb for today tells us to “eat 
 just enough” and not too much. It makes good sense not to 
 overdose on honey—or on any of the sweet things in life. 
 Wisdom calls us to a healthy balancing act.

 Sadly, the siren song of our world today is that “more is 
 always better.” But finding honey reveals the wisdom of 
 enjoying sweet things in life within wholesome limits.

 In what ways is the Spirit of God directing you to set wise 
 limits in your life? 

 Thank you, Lord, for the sweet things in life. Guide us to 
 follow you and to gain a heart of wisdom. In Jesus, Amen.

Published in cooperation with Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
 © 2026, Dodge Center, Claremont, West Concord, Kasson, Mantorville, Hayfield Messenger. 

 All rights reserved.

MAIL
 32 West Main Street • P.O. Box 33

 Dodge Center, MN  55927

 PHONE/TEXT  507-649-3327

 FAX 507-645-9878
 For advertising information
 call Terry at 507-951-7417

 or email:
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

By Colleen Hoeft

Not Today
God...

When I was 11 years old, I wanted a ‘pony’
(horse) for Christmas. So, in December of
1971 I opened up a box to a gray plastic horse
introducing me to my gray/white mare named
Mitzy with a colt in tow. Since then, there
have been a number of horses, bumps,
bruises, learning and love for these beautiful
large 4-legged animals. Horses, for their sur-
vival, have a fight or flight response. When
frightened, their first instinct is to escape the
situation and get as far away as possible. You
and I also get into a flight or fight mode at

times too.When we are faced with a situation
we don’t like or feel boxed into or just plain
don’t want to do- we may choose to ignore it,
argue about it- refuse to do it, or run away
from it!
Jonah. had no plans to be a ‘hero’ to a for-

eign nation. He had no desire to be anything
to them- He flat out, ran away from his as-
signment. Most of us think that if God ‘told’
us something to do we’d do it! But not this
guy—he got on the next ship going the oppo-
site direction. God told Jonah- get up and go-
pretty simple instructions- there isn’t any
room for a misunderstanding.
Jonah heard the message- Jonah understood

the message and Jonah said- not today God-
and chose to disobey- he chose flight in the
opposite direction. It wasn’t only the opposite
direction, he wanted to get away from the
Lord! He didn’t want to obey the word of
God.
Jonah was in flight mode- “I can’t and I

won’t go to Ninevah God.” Instead of talking
to God about it- he ran. It seems that when
the going got tough he got going. You and I
respond to stress and difficult situations in
similar ways to Jonah.We probably don’t get
on a ship in another direction- but we will try
to change course. The extremes may include
divorcing a spouse, quitting a job prema-
turely, a ‘mid-life’ crisis, turning to drugs,
gambling or alcohol to give us some peace
amidst the stress.
God wasn’t finished with Jonah though- He

sent a storm- a storm so severe that seasoned

sailors were ready to give up. Once they be-
lieved that it was Jonah’s fault that God had
sent the storm-a couple of unique things hap-
pened- those sailors decided to try out this
new God and pray to Him. And then- when
Jonah said throw me overboard- they prayed
to this God of Jonah’s for forgiveness. Next,
when the storm subsided immediately upon
Jonah hitting the waves- these sailors became
believers! They chose to take Jonah’s God as
their own. Even through Jonah’s disobedi-
ence lives were being changed! What an
amazing God we serve!
Next, Jonah is in the process of drowning in

the sea and God sends a great fish to swallow
him. As his life was slipping away- a rock-
bottom moment- he remembered God and
prayed. You and I are thinking- what took you
so long Jonah?We have the blessing of hind-
sight- yet how many times have we had to
have a ‘wake-up’ call in our lives. We know
the right thing to do- but we do the wrong one
anyway. We know the right way to go, but
want to take a short cut, we want to have the
‘feelings’ we want to have the thrills- and
when our faith walk feels like work- we think
it’s too hard and change course.
Faith involves growing in our knowledge of

Scriptures and of the person of God. Faith in-
volves serving God by loving Him and loving
people. When we have committed our lives
to Him- we will automatically obey His call,
no matter the cost- no matter the direction we
are sent. Jonah finally went! He was grateful
to not be fish food. He was grateful to be
alive. He recognized the power of His God.

Now it was time to do what he was supposed
to do in the first place. This time he obeyed
God’s command! Jonah got to this large Gen-
tile city- of his enemy- and walked through it
delivering an 8-word message, ““Forty days
from now Nineveh will be destroyed!” Noth-
ing flowery or persuasive in this delivery.
Jonah told the message without any encour-
agement, any hope, or any soft pedaling.
Jonah was given a message of warning and
death to the people of this city- and they re-
sponded! They believed him and they lis-
tened!
When they heard that in 40 days their city,

their homes, would be destroyed they be-
lieved him.
Word got around so fast that the king him-

self responded and believed the message.
That’s the dream of every minister- that

when the message is preached people believe
and respond in such a way as to bring a re-
vival to their church and their community.
One of the best lessons we can learn from

the book of Jonah is that God can use even
Jonahs to bring messages of hope and salva-
tion to the unsaved world around us. There
are days that you and I fail as representatives
of Christ. There are days that the message we
are sharing seems to fall flat. There are times
when we sin, when we fall terribly short of
God’s best and yet God uses us in our inade-
quacies to save a soul. No matter how reluc-
tant you are- God has a better plan- God has
the best plan!!!
Obey God’s call- He will do the rest!
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Obituary

www.mybobcountry.com

107.5 FM
 Playing the Best Country

 of the 80’s, 90’s - 2K

550077--991100--44664488550077--991100--44664488507-910-4648
110077 88tthh AAvveennuuee SSWW,, KKaassssoonn,, MMNN110077 88tthh AAvveennuuee SSWW,, KKaassssoonn,, MMNN107 8th Avenue SW, Kasson, MN

Quality feed
for livestock

and pets!

KFS OF HOPE IN KASSON
 (Formerly CHS)

High-quality animal nutrition products and expert advisory services.
 Vast selection of premium feeds, supplements and supplies.
 Knowledgeable team for nutritional advice.

�
�
�

Betty Ann Staffon (Wiuff)
Betty Ann Staffon (Wiuff), 88, a beloved

mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, great-great-
grandmother, and
friend passed away
peacefully, sur-
rounded by her chil-
dren on Monday, July
20, 2026, at Fairview
Care Center in Dodge

Center, MN.
Betty was born in Mor-

ristown, MN on May 20, 1938.
She grew up in and graduated fromWest Con-
cord and was Salutatorian of her class.
Betty was employed as a bookkeeper by

Marigold for many years, and then at Green-
way before enjoying retirement.
Betty enjoyed spending time with family,

doing jigsaw puzzles and getting lunch with
girlfriends. You would often find her cheer-
ing on the MN Twins or reading library
books.
She and Ray loved traveling all over the

country - her favorite spot being Branson,
MO to listen to country music. Her front door
was always open for visitors and family and
her cookie jar was always fully stocked.
Betty was preceded in death by her parents,

Charlie and Rose; three brothers, Donald,
Richard, and Larry; sister, Barb; her daugh-
ter, Wendi; great-grandson, Skyler; and long-
time partner, Ray Ramer.

She is survived by her sister, Peggy
(Lawrence) Vrieze; children, Lona (Dale)
Jensen, Lora (Gene Knott)Walker, and Faron
(Kate) Staffon; 8 grandchildren; 17 great-

grandchildren; and 5 great-great-
grandchildren

507-273-9530  F OLLOW US ON FACEBOOK @ THE ANNADINE

Cards Every Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
 Live Music & Open Mic Resumes in September
 Thank you for a wonderful 25-26 season, see you in the fall!

COMMUNITY 
 GROWN INSURANCE

www.vsgmi.com   

North Risk Partners
 Rochester

 2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100
 Rochester, MN

 Phone: 507-288-7600
 Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com

 Insurance Brokers
 of  Byron

 505 Frontage Rd NE
 Byron MN 55920

 Phone: 507-775-7280
 Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com

 Sviggum Agency
 133 Main Street

 Wanamingo
 Phone: 507-824-5105

 Email:
 agent@svigguminsurance.com

 Kalass Agenty
 242 Main Street
 Zumbrota, MN

 Phone: 507-732-7614
 Email:

 kalassagency@kalassagency.com

 We’ve Got Your
 Family’s Back

 Personalized insurance solutions 
 to protect your family’s future
 and security, no matter what.

West Concord
 Community

 Vacation Bible School
 Heroes of the Bible

 August 4th thru 7th 
 Tuesday August 4 meet at the 
 Memorial Park in West Concord

 (beside WC Pool) at 6pm to register
 for VBS  ages 4 years through

 finishing 6th grade.
 Wednesday & Thursday

 August 5th & 6th Lion’s Park
 9am to 11:45am

 Friday evening August 7th 5pm
 meet at Lion’s Park for picnic, games 

 and special concert.
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Community

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

38 W Main St, Dodge Center  •   507-633-6355
 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com  •  www.dclandtitle.com

 From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex commercial or farm real estate 
 transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is committed to providing real estate 

 transactional expertise and personal customer service.

A PLAN FOR EVERYONE
• Life • Health
• Annuities • IRA’s

• Employee Benefits • Long Term Care

• Medicare Supplements/Part D

FAHNING & ASSOCIATES LLC
Beth Hanggi

35 W. Main St., Dodge Center • 507-374-6342 • www.fahningandassocs.com

Providing our clients with the best coverage and value
for their insurance needs for more than 50 years.

Everyday
Spirit Liquor
& Tobacco

Opens New Store
in Dodge Center

(continued from page 1)

The location on 3rdAvenue NW replaces the
old store across from the Fire Hall. The new
2,400 square foot building brings modern
lines and an updated look to the business.
Everyday Spirit, Liquor & Tobacco is open

from 9am to 10pmMonday through Saturday

and 11am to 6pm on Sundays. They retail
liquor, beer, wine, tobacco and drink mix and
soda in their off-sale business.
The phone number for Everyday Spirit,

Liquor & Tobacco is 507-374-2747. They are
on the corner of County Road 7 and County
Road 34 at 505 3rd Avenue NWDodge Cen-
ter.

www.hoo.cpa
 Call: 507-534-3837

 Email: info@hoo.cpa
 100 4th Ave, Suite 1, Plainview, MN 55964

 From expert tax prep to streamlined bookkeeping, we can help. 
 Call us today!

 Jolene Harvey, CPA • Michael Oliver, CPA • Ben Opsahl, Enrolled Agent • Colton Burke, CPA

 Our Services
 • Business & Personal Tax Service
 • Tax Planning
 • Bookkeeping & Payroll

 • Financial Statement Preparation
 • Business Consulting
 • QuickBooks Pro Advisors

 Serving clients in Plainview, Rochester, Zumbrota, St. Charles, Lake City & surrounding areas
 • Agricultural tax return preparation/bookkeeping/payroll
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2026 FFA Project and Livestock Results Hogfest
next
weekend in
Claremont

Clean Spaces,
Better Places
Discrete and respectful,

they began as Leon's Care
LLC a few years ago, and
last year expanded into home
cleaning as well to offer a
more complete service.They
offer flexible service options
for both homes and busi-
nesses. You can choose from
a set schedule, weekly, every
other week or once a month.
They will also come out for
a one time cleaning for your
convenience.
Residential cleaning for

Dodge Center and surround-
ing areas include homes,
apartments, condos and
more. They offer free esti-
mates and a flexible sched-
ule. Call (507) 977-7744 for
more information

Sunday August 9th there
will be a car show from 8am
to 1pm. The Claremont Le-
gion will have a pancake
breakfast from 8am to noon.
Food vendors will be open
from 9an to 2pm. Main-
stream Entertainment DJ will
be live from 9am to 1pm.
The parade will start at
1:30pm.

(continued from page 1)

(continued from page 1)

FIND  and DINE

E-mail the page the flag is on, along with your address to:
 messengerdrawing@gmail.com

Find the firecracker hidden 
 somewhere in The Messenger this 
 week and enter for a chance to win 

 a gift card to a local restaurant.sample

The winnerfor this week isRON MEYER!

Place Your Ad in the Next Issue of The Messenger
Keeping your name in front of your potential customers is an essential part

of marketing your business in todays competitive market.
For Advertising Information, Contact Journey Parsons at (507) 384-1521 • Terry Campbell at (507) 951-7417

Dodge County Fair 2026 FFA Project and Livestock Results
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West Concord Survival Days

Modified garden tractor

 Baby Contest 15 - 36 month entrantsBaby Contest 0 - 14 month entrants

 Volkswagon duo, a Dune Buggy and a 1960’s Camper 
 

Classic motocycles lined up on Main Street for the bike show

 Mark Gransee awarded the Key to the City

 Doug Kruger, named Citizen of the Year  Food trucks on Main Street

 Model T Ford  Restored GMC pickup 

 Garden Tractor Pull

Classic vintage autos displayed on the boulevard for the car show
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West Concord Survival Days

A trio of John Deere Tractors in the parade

 Foam party was a favorite with the young onesKids enjoyed the splash down on the slide 

 Kailee Thompson campaigning for County Attorney 
 

West Concord Pool float

 Ellingson Companies ring toss game

 Bounce house at the WCHS  Dodge County Salvation Army with cold water & lemonade

 Political parties were out en masse for the parade  Osman Temple band

 LaMae’s Bright Light float in the parade

Zumbrota Community Band



Page 8 July 30, 2026- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD, KASSON, MANTORVILLE, HAYFIELD MESSENGER -



July 30, 2026 Page 9- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD, KASSON, MANTORVILLE, HAYFIELD MESSENGER -

DO YOU HAVE A 
 STORY IDEA?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Legal Notices

Do You
Have An

Announcement?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Mail this form to:  The Messenger Business & Subscription Office
 32 West Main, PO Box 33, Dodge Center, MN 55927

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

CLIP ‘N MAIL

Name 

 Address 

 City/State/Zip 

 Phone No. Email

YES!  I would like a 1 year subscription to The Messenger
 Please enclose a $49.00 check payable to The Messenger. 

 Check Enclosed          Charge My:    Visa             MasterCard             AMEX              Discover 

 Account #

 CVV Security Code:                                                                    Exp. Date:

CLIP ‘N MAIL

NOW

PUBLISHED

WEEKLY IN

DODGE

COUNTY!

PUBLIC NOTICE
SEALED BIDSACCEPTED FOR
COMMERCIALGARAGE DOOR

The City of West Concord is accepting sealed bids for a
commercial garage door from the Fire Hall.
• The door is 9’x10’
• Age: approx. 2 years old, in like new condition.
• Minimum bid is $700. Estimated value is $1,400.
• Bidding Deadline: 4:00 PM,August 18, 2026.Winning

bidder will be announced at the August 20th Regular
Council meeting.
• Submission Requirements: Bids must be submitted in

a sealed envelope clearly marked “GARAGE DOOR
BID” and delivered to:
City of West Concord
180 Main St.
P.O. Box 435
West Concord, MN 55985
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

Public Accuracy Testing of Dodge County
Election Equipment

Public Accuracy Testing of Dodge County election
equipment for theAugust 11, 2026 State Primary Election
will be held on Wednesday, August 5th at 9:30 am. The
testing will take place in Conference Room B of the Gov-
ernment Services Building located at 721 N Main St,
Mantorville, MN. The public is welcome to attend. Any-
one with questions should call Dodge County at 507-635-
6239.

State Senator Carla Nelson
(Rochester) received a 100%
rating from the National Fed-
eration of Independent Busi-
ness (NFIB), a national

organization representing
small business owners, ac-
cording to a scorecard the
group released this month.
Sen. Nelson was one of 26
Minnesota senators who
voted to support local busi-
ness priorities on every bill
NFIB tracked during the
2025-2026 legislative ses-
sion.
The scorecard was based on

votes covering health insur-
ance costs, sick leave regula-
tions, and a proposed
mandate requiring businesses
to provide seating for work-
ers. These issues carry finan-

cial significance for small
business owners, who must
budget for insurance premi-
ums, staffing costs, and com-
pliance with new workplace
rules. NFIB Minnesota State
Director Jon Boesche noted
that a separate paid family
and medical leave tax re-
quirement, which took effect
this January, has already
made daily operations more
difficult for many local busi-
nesses, adding further impor-
tance to how lawmakers
voted on these related pro-
posals.
Sen. Nelson said the score-

card results reflect a larger
trend in the Legislature.
“I am grateful to be recog-

nized again for my support of
Minnesota’s incredible local
businesses,” Sen. Nelson
said. “Unfortunately, this re-
port is reflective of how divi-
sive the legislature has
become. That is certainly un-
derstandable for some issues,
but one would hope that sup-
porting the small businesses
that line main streets across
Minnesota would have much
stronger bipartisan support. It
is a concerning trend.”
Most senators scored either

close to 100% or close to
zero, with very few landing
in between. That divide sug-
gests local business policy
has become as politically po-
larized as many other issues
at the Capitol.
For constituents and local

business owners, the score-
card is a useful tool to evalu-
ate their elected officials. It

does not capture every action
a senator takes, but it does
provide a snapshot of how
lawmakers supported the pri-

orities local businesses iden-
tified as most pressing during
the 2025 and 2026 legislative
sessions.

Sen. Carla
Nelson Earns
Perfect Score

on Small
Business
Voting
Record
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AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

507-455-9260
 Mon-Tues-Wed-Thurs  11am-9pm

 Friday 11am-9pm
 Sat 3:00pm-9:00pm • Sun Closed

CELEBRATING
 25 YEARS

 OF
 FINE DINING

 AT
 208 NORTH 

 CEDAR
 IN

OWATONNA

TOREYS.NET

BOOK YOUR
 FALL & WINTER EVENTS!

 Banquet Hall,
 Seating Up to 300

 CHECK OUT OUR 
 MANY NEW

 LUNCH & DINNER 
 MENU ITEMS!

Don t Let 
 Your Hurry 
 Come Before 
 Your Hunger!

507-451-9666
 1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna • South of Lowe’s • Dine In Only • Expires September 30, 2 026

 Hours: Monday: 11am-9pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-9pm

MENU
 OR

 BUFFET
10% OFF

DAILY SPECIALS

DRINKS • APPETIZERS • SANDWICHES
 BURGERS • SALADS • WRAPS • DESSERTS

 Closed Mon.; Tues-Thur 11am-9pm; Fri-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm 
 111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN

 507-634-3133

BREAKFAST,
 LUNCH, DINNER

635 2nd Street, Kenyon
 Hours:

 Mon. CLOSED; Tues.-Wed.-Thurs. 11am-8pm;
 Fri. 7am-8pm; Sat. 7am-8pm; Sun. 8am-1:30pm

 507-789-1100

BURGERS, ESPRESSO
 HOTDISH, PIZZA

 ICE CREAM
TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

Breakfast,
 Lunch & Dinner

 Hours: Sunday-Thursday 7am-3pm; Friday-Saturday 7am-8pm
 507-633-3333

TRY OUR

DAILY

SPECIALS!

30 Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

Generous portions,
 friendly service and delicious 

 homestyle cooking
 anytime!

BREAKFAST
SERVED

ALL DAY! 55%% OOFFFF55%% OOFFFF5% OFF
MMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEEMMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEEMEAL PURCHASE

EExxppiirreess SSeepptteemmbbeerr 3300,, 22002266.. DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll..EExxppiirreess SSeepptteemmbbeerr 3300,, 22002266.. DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll..Expires September 30, 2026.  Does not include alcohol.
NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr..NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr..Not valid with any other offer.

wwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoommwwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoommwww.plazamorena.com

DDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMMDDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMMDINING ROOM
OOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekk 1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmmOOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekk 1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmmOpen 7 Days a Week 11:00am-10:00pm

116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa •• 550077--441133--00881199116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa •• 550077--441133--00881199160 26th St NE, Owatonna • 507-413-0819

DAILY SPECIALS!
 Noon Buffet 11am to 2pm

ORDER ONLINE!
 WWW.DODGEPLAZAMORENA.COM
 Sunday-Thursday 11:00am to 9:00pm
 Friday-Saturday 11:00am to 10:00pm

 411 W. Highway St. Dodge Center
 507-374-9555

5% OFF MEAL PURCHASE WITH THIS AD

With this ad
 Cannot be used with other offers.

CLIP & SAVE

• Soups
 • Salads
 • Sandwiches
 • Fresh Ground Coffee
 • Call In Order
 • Groups Welcome!

D
A
I
L
Y

SSppeecciiaallssSSppeecciiaallssSpecials

Monday-Friday
 10:30am to 7pm

 (later during sporting events)
 Saturday 10:30am to 5pm

 Closed Sundays

701
 2nd St
 Kenyon

Cahill Bistro & Bar
 Latin American Fusion

 Breakfast served weekends 9am to 2pm
 Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs.  3 to 5:30pm

 Mon.-Thurs. 10am - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 10am - 10pm
 632 2nd street Kenyon, MN

 507-623-1001 • www.cahillbistrobar.com

5% OFF With ad Good  through September 30, 2026

550077--663344--77440000 •• 440011 88tthh SSttrreeeett SSEE,, KKaassssoonn,, MMNN550077--663344--77440000 •• 440011 88tthh SSttrreeeett SSEE,, KKaassssoonn,, MMNN507-634-7400 • 401 8th Street SE, Kasson, MN
HHoouurrss:: CClloosseedd SSuunnddaayyss && MMoonnddaayyssHHoouurrss:: CClloosseedd SSuunnddaayyss && MMoonnddaayyssHours: Closed Sundays & Mondays

TTuueess--WWeedd--TThhuurrss NNoooonn--CClloossee;; FFrrii && SSaatt 1111AAMM--CClloosseeTTuueess--WWeedd--TThhuurrss NNoooonn--CClloossee;; FFrrii && SSaatt 1111AAMM--CClloosseeTues-Wed-Thurs Noon-Close; Fri & Sat 11AM-Close

112 Main Street  Wanamingo, MN 
 Bar Hours:

Mon-Thurs 11am-10pm; Fri-Sat 11am-1am
 Sun 11am-9pm
 Kitchen Hours:

Monday-Saturday 11am-9pm; Sunday 11am-7pm

HAPPY HOUR M-F 2-6PM • $4 APPETIZERS!

STARTS
WEEKENDS
AT 1:00PM

10AM-1PM

Includes Choice of Fries or Baked Potato
 & Salad

RRIIBBEEYYEERRIIBBEEYYEERIBEYE
1122oozz..1122oozz..12oz.

 $32 99
 Special
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•• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •••• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr ••• Bellechester • Castle Rock • Claremont • Dennison • Dodge Center •
•• DDuunnddaass •• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •••• DDuunnddaass •• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd ••• Dundas • Goodhue • Hampton • Kenyon • Mazeppa • Nerstrand •

•• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo •• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss •••• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo •• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss ••• Randolph • Wanamingo • West Concord • Zumbro Falls •

Steel, Farm Machinery,
 Car Bodies, Aluminum, 

 Copper, Batteries, 
 Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

 June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408
 www.ldrecycling.com

Tatge
 Jewelry

 Awards By Tatge
 Celebrating 51 Years

 of Business
 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN

 (507) 789-6522

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue
 651-923-4441

 Lodermeiers.net

 • Machinery Storage
 • Commercial
 • Livestock Buildings
 • Garages

SIFT  (SAVE IT
 FROM

 TRASH)

 THRIFT STORE
 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
 Saturday 9am to 5pm

 DOUG AND MARY KLATT
 Call us today!

 507.259.2386

• Tires
 • Wheel alignments
 • Steering & suspension
 • Brake repair
 • A/C maintenance
 • Batteries

641 S Main Wanamingo
 507-824-2710

Todd Ryan
 651-764-5590

 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com
 Goodhue, MN
 Branch Office

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm
 Sat 10am-3pm

 Closed Sundays and major holidays
 530 2nd St. Kenyon
 507-789-5622

Shop the
 Kenyon Thrift Store
 often to enjoy our
 monthly variety of 

 discounts!

COUNTRY GOODS

 OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm
 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna • View/Like us on Facebook

 507-451-5661

 ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABELA’S

 INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
 HOME DECOR

 LAWN DECORATIONS
 UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

 OVER 100 CHOCOLATE 
 DELICACIES HANDMADE

 IN STORE!
SWEETESTPLACE INTOWN

UNIQUE
CANDIES

* Over 40 Years Experience
 * Residential
 * Farm
 * Commercial

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN
 Ph: 507-633-6355

 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
 for your next real estate transaction

 or loan closing.

Largest Antique Store
 in Dodge County

 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
 507-635-5554
 Facebook@

 MantorvilleSquareAntiques

Full Line of Square Tubes, 
 Channels, Angle,

 Flat & Pipes

 Shearing, Cutting and 
 Bending

 61154 190th St Dodge Center
 507-374-2524

BASIC HANDGUN
 SAFETY CLASS

 • Learn handgun safety 
 fundamentals

 • Individual classes available
 • Learn to shoot safely & properly
 • You can fire a variety of handguns

 For Those With No
 Handgun Experience

 CALL TO SET UP YOUR CLASS TIME, 
 SCHEDULED AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

 507-951-7417

 NRA Instructor with 24 Years Experience

BBuussiinneessssBBuussiinneessssBusiness
LLiinnkkLLiinnkkLink

LARGEST
GIFT STORE

IN
SO. MN!

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

 FAHNING &
ASSOCIATES LLC.

Licensed Life And Health 
 Insurance Agent

 35 West Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

 (507) 374-6342
 Life • LTCI • Employee Benefits

 Health Insurance • MNsure Certified Agency

BETH S.
 FAHNING -H ANGGL

 AGENT #46786
Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 •  Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice

 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Specializing in
 Farm Equipment Repair
 Authorized      Dealer

 DOT Inspections/Welding
 507-789-6321

502 Huseth Street, Kenyon

 Kenyon NAPA Store
 507-789-5254

Bruce Freerksen
 (507) 273-9110

 brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com
 West Concord, MN

PLACE
 YOUR AD

 ON
 THIS PAGE

 Call Terry at
 507-951-7417

 or 
 Email:

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

All makes & models.
 On-site service.
 Vent cleaning.

 Home or Commercial.
 ~Serving SE Minnesota  ~

Washers, Dryers, 
 Dishwashers, 

 Refrigerators, Stoves, 
 Ranges, Ice Makers

 & More!
 Dustin Sletten
 507-676-4406

 Cat Country 
 Tire LLC

 Online tire ordering is now available on our website!

 www.catcountrytire.com
 Stop in or call 651-380-8731

 for service.

Jon Harvey & Bradley Marking, Owners
 Serving Bellechester, Goodhue & Surrounding Communities

 ON-SITE OR IN-STORE
 TIRE SERVICE

 OTR/Farm/Truck/SUV/ATV

 AGRICULTURAL TRACK SALES 
 AND INSTALLATION
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ALL EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE OR CANCELLATION.

Courtesy of 
 Travis Thamert

www.heritagebankmn.com
WEST CONCORD:  181 Main Street 507-527-2236

 NORTHFIELD:  1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736  •   DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929




