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Sandbox Coffee Shop Opens in Kasson

Kasson Fairgrounds
Hosts Tractors
Sunday

Sunday August 16th was the 20th Annual
Lion's Tractor Drive and over sixty units
were lined up at the fairgrounds over the
noon hour. The group left the Trailhead
Grill in Pine Island about 8:30am. There
were 63 tractors pre registered but a few
extra may have joined in at the last minute.
Most of the tractors were vintage iron from

the 1970's and earlier. (continued on page 6)

Friday = August
14th was the Kas-
son Chamber of
Commerce ribbon
cutting recognizing
the Sandbox Coffee

Shop in town. The business was the brain-
child of James Stein and Burt Kleckley. The
two work at AOS Home Solutions, a builder
in Pine Island, where Burt is the general
manager. One morning last October, James
commented, “I want a cup of coffee”. Burt

responded, “Lets build one”. From that mo-
ment they began to explore the possibilities.
The idea was born to mix excavators and cof-
fee. With a third partner from the Faro family,
they started on this venture and had a soft
opening of the coffee shop earlier this sum-
mer.

Their idea for the business was coffee, com-
munity and indoor sandbox excavator experi-
ence. One of the interesting draws is the two
sandboxes inside filled with sand and 1/16
scale remote control dirt moving equipment.

Anyone can operate a front end loader or ex-

Announcements

e GriefShare support group for anyone
experiencing loss of a loved one, friend, or
other significant person in their lives, meets
Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 pm, at Anchor Of
Hope Church, 203 E. Main St., Dodge Cen-
ter, MN. Contact Dale E. Rood, pastor emer-
itus, at 507-633-2772, or go to the GriefShare
website.

* The United Methodist Church of Dodge
Center at 20 First Street NE offers a dine in
and carry out meal from 5:00-6:00pm the
third Wednesday of each month.

Do you have an announcement?

Email: hometownmessenger @ gmail.com

Kramer Family Honored as

2026 Dodge County Farm Family
of the Year

cavator moving materials in the sand box. The
rates for kids 5 — 12 years old is $5.00 for 15
minutes or $10.00 for half an hour. Ages 13
years and up is $8.00 for 15 minutes or $15.00
for half an hour. They will be adding Mid-
west Marbles in the sand soon, where one
may uncover the marbles with the bucket and

REDWOOD FALLS —
Families and growers
from across Minnesota
were represented as the
University of Minnesota
honored them in the 2026
Farm Family of the Year
ceremony Thursday, Au-
gust 6, at the annual Min-
nesota Farmfest near
Redwood Falls. The
event was held on the
Gilfillan Estate in the
Wick Buildings Farmfest
Center.

load them into a toy dump truck and keep

them. (continued on page 5)

The Messenger Find
and Dine Game

This month the image hidden
within the pages of the Mes-
senger will be a hot blazing
sun. We hide the image in a
different place within the
pages of the paper each
week. We will draw one win-
ner from all the submissions each week for a

(sample)

lected families cover a wide spectrum of farming, from traditional crops and livestock
to community-based ventures and operations producing an array of fruit, vegetables and

flowers.

$25.00 gift card to a local restaurant. When
you find the hidden image e-mail your name
and mailing address and the page where you
found the image to
messengerdrawing@gmail.com.

Collectively, the se-

(continued on page 5)

Heat Transfers

Gary: 507.951.7154
Heather: 507.951.5193

www.ghcustomsllc.com

40 W. Main, Dodge Center, MN

“Turning your Vision into Reality”

Embroidery, Laser Engraving,

ghcustoms324@gmail.com
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\
It's
Summertime

By John Todor, Pastor
First Baptist Kasson

N

Summer is in full swing and that means that
it is that time of the year to break out the flip-
flops, sunscreen, and charcoal. As people
make their way to the lake, as they gather for
summer BBQs, and sit out by the pool it can
be easy to allow the relaxed atmosphere of
summertime to carry over into our walk with
the Lord. Packed calendars, summer wed-
dings, family reunions, and squeezing in some
sort of vacation can leave you needing a vaca-
tion from your vacation.

In the midst of our busyness and fun this
summer, the Lord desires from us to continue
to treasure our time with Him. He desires to
commune with us. We speak to Him through
prayer and He speaks to us through His Word.

The Bible is a big book that has a lot of story
lines and major learning points for us to fol-
low and read. David teaches us how to wor-
ship our God. Moses shows us how to be a
leader. Paul constantly gives us helpful tips
for our daily lives. But, if you were to choose
one thing to say the Bible is written for, it
would probably be that God sent His son to
Earth to save us all. That idea permeates all
of the Bible. From prophesies in the Old Tes-
tament, to the story of Jesus in the New Tes-
tament. And how are we saved? By grace!
Grace is what saves us. This idea HAS to be
important if it is such a large portion of the
Bible. Think with me this summer about how
amazing it is that we are saved by grace! I
love how Paul puts it in Ephesians 2:8,9
“For by grace you have been saved through
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no
one may boast.”

So here are a few ways to help you keep
God on your mind while you are on your way
here and there to your summertime destina-
tions:

- If you’re heading to the zoo - think about

MAIL
32 West Main Street « P.0. Box 33
Dodge Center, MN 55927

PHONE/TEXT 507-649-3327

FAX 507-645-9878

For advertising information
call Terry at 507-951-7417,
Journey at 507 384-1521
or email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Published in ion with Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
© 2026, Dodge Center, Claremont, West Concord, Kasson, Mantorville, Hayfield Messenger.
All rights reserved.

Pl N
. N
s oKeeplt 2 %
' Local ;
~ 4

S

Noah and the ark and the diversity of God’s
creation (Genesis 7:1-5).

- Heading to the beach - think about the dif-
ference between building your house on shift-
ing sand verses solid rock (Matthew
7:24-27).

- Spending some time near a lake or on a
boat - consider how Jesus calmed the storm
(Luke 8:22-25.

- Cooking out at a BBQ - as you enjoy the
sweet smell coming from the grill consider
how we are the fragrance of Christ (2
Corinthians 2:15).

There are many opportunities to bring God

into your daily summer activities, so be cre-
ative and enjoy your summer more as you
consider how God can be seen everywhere
you go.

Last but not least, I would like to remind
you that in the midst of all business this sum-
mer, Jesus Christ is the refreshing center of
summer. He is pre-eminent in all things

(Colossians 1:18 ), including vacations and
picnics and softball and long walks and cook-
outs. He invites us this summer: “Come to
Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and
I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28 ). This
my friends, is serious summer refreshment.
Happy Summer, Y’all!

Love, Pastor John Todor

OBITUARY

Ruth Helen Allen

2026.

Lynn, Arlie, Leah.

with friends.

Hoppin.

In lieu of flowers the family would prefer
according to their own wishes.
To share a special

memory
www.czaplewskifuneralhomes.com, Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes, 801 7th St SE
Kasson, MN 55940 (507) 634-6510. Blessed be her memory.

Ruth Helen Allen, 89, of West Concord passed away peacefully on Friday, August 7,

Ruth was born on December 12, 1936, in Grand Meadow, MN
to George and Myrtle (Rabine) Hoppin. She married Dale Allen,
on April 27, 1958, at Dexter United Methodist Church. They
moved to Kasson, MN where they raised their four children: Lori,

Ruth was a stay-at-home mom. In 1997, Dale

and Ruth moved to West Concord and lived on the farm where
Dale was raised as a teenager.

Ruth loved to cook, enjoyed getaways with her sister and girl-
friends, playing golf, watching her children and grandchildren
play sports, and playing cards. She enjoyed happy hour visiting

Ruth is survived by her daughter, Lori (Dana) Strain; son, Arlie (Jennie) Allen; daughter,
Leah (Paul) Leisen; 10 grandchildren; 8 great grandchildren; and brother Bill Hoppin.

Ruth was preceded in death by her parents, George and Myrtle Hoppin; her husband,
Dale Allen; daughter, Lynn Allen; sister, Betty Rabine; and brothers, Shorty and Doug

A private service will be held for immediate family only.

memorials directly for them to distribute later

or condolence please visit

Area Church Directory

o First Congregational Church
- 515 Walnut Street, Mantorville * 507-635-3011
Church of the Nazarene

Pastor Johannes Marsland * 507-721-2500
205 Mantorville Ave S. Kasson
Sunday 6pm worship

Community Celebration Church
Pastor: Steve Larson * 507-634-1463
27337 Co. Hwy 34, Kasson
Sunday worship 9am & 10:30am

First Baptist Church
Pastor: John Todor
305 4th St, Kasson
Sunday 9:30am Sunday school; 10:30am worship

Church of the Holy Family
Father John Lasuba * 507-634-7520
1904 Mantorville Ave N, Kasson
Sunday 8:30am Mass; Wednesday 9am Mass

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Pat Dee pastoral asst. * 507-634-6081
101 1st St, NE, Kasson
Sunday 10am worship; Wednesday 5:30pm community meal

Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church
Pastor Karl Christie * 507-634-3183
600 8th Ave NW/, Kasson

Sunday 9am worship

South Zumbro Lutheran LCMC
Pastors: Pete Wyttenbach & Jeff Bernards
4830 120th Ave SW, Kasson
Sunday Worship 9:00a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran ELCA
John Welsenburger, Deborah Lyanga, Kristin Schlauderaff
507-634-7110
301 8th Ave NW, Kasson
Sunday 9am; Wednesday 6:30pm

Pleasant Corners Evangelical Church
Pastor: Jacob Hanson * 507-634-7823
21927 650th St. Kasson
Sunday 1lam

Finding Honey

If you find honey, eat just enough—too much
of it, and you will vomit. — Proverbs 25:16

Late summer to early fall is usually the time
when beekeepers “find” honey. At that time of
year for bees, the days of gathering pollen and
nectar are winding down. Wise beekeepers
provide extra room in the hive, taking advantage
of the bees’ hoarding instinct and “tricking” them
into making more honey than they need. A healthy
hive will often have two to three times as much
honey as the bees will need for winter. The
beekeepers then take the extra honey, making sure
to leave enough for the bees to survive on.

Finding honey is not so difficult with the hive
boxes and removable frames we have today. In the
wild, though, it can be a lot more challenging to
find and gather this treasure. Through the
centuries people have learned to search for honey
in hollow trees, small caves, remote cliffs, and
other protected spots that are near abundant
varieties of flowering plants.

‘While honey is sweet, our proverb for today tells
us to “eat just enough” and not too much. It makes
good sense not to overdose on honey—or on any
of the sweet things in life. Wisdom calls us to a
healthy balancing act.

Sadly, the siren song of our world today is that
“more is always better.” But finding honey reveals
the wisdom of enjoying sweet things in life within
wholesome limits.

In what ways is the Spirit of God directing you
to set wise limits in your life?

Thank you, Lord, for the sweet things in life.
Guide us to follow you and to gain a heart of
wisdom. In Jesus,Amen.

Lol |
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Grace Methodist Church &P
Pastor: Jacob Hanson * 507-634-7823 ™

801 5th Ave NW/, Kasson
Sunday 9am worship; 10am fellowship
10:30am Sunday school

First Presbyterian Church
Rev. Loren Olson ¢ 507-634-7481
101 6th Ave N'W/, Kasson
Sunday 10am worship; 11am fellowship

Kasson Church of Christ
Pastor: Dale DePeel ¢ 507-254-7258
901 8th Ave NW/, Kasson
Sunday 10am worship
Wednesday 7:30pm prayer service

HAYFIELD

Cedar Creek Church
Pastor Barry Durkee ¢ 507-477-2255
30 East Main Street, Hayfield
CedarCreekChurch.org
Worship 10:00a.m. Sundays

West St. Olaf Lutheran, ELCA
Pastor Paul Thompson ¢ 507-365-8222
West: 70640 260 Ave, Hayfield * WestStOlaf.org
Worship 10:00a.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church
Pastor Kristen Anderson * 507-477-2248
104 1st St SE, Hayfield ¢ churchoffice@trinityhayfield.com
Sunday Worship 9:00a.m; Sunday School 10:00a.m.

Email your church announcements, schedule, etc.
to The Messenger at:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY:

™€ 160 26th St NE, Owatonna
- 507-413-0819

Dining Room Open 7 Days a Week
11:00am-10:00pm

www.plazamorena.com
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Kathleen Therese Claassen

Kathleen Therese Claassen, 94, of Kasson,
MN passed away on
Sunday, August 2,
2026, at Fairview
Care Center in
Dodge Center, MN.

Kathleen was born
on July 10, 1932, in
Albert Lea, MN to
Thomas and Mary
“Mollie” (Martin)
Doyle. She worked
as a switchboard tele-
phone operator and then worked for Freeborn-
Mower Co-op Light and Power and for
Wonder Bread. She then went on to work for
the Dodge County Sheriff’s Department as a
911 dispatcher, administrative assistant, and
E911 dispatch supervisor for 37 years, work-
ing for five different sheriffs.

Kathleen married Douglas E. Claassen on
April 21, 1956, and together they had three
children, William, Mark, and Jean. Kathleen
and Douglas lived in Mantorville until 1976,
then moved to Hayfield, MN after Doug was
hired as the Chief of Police for the City of
Hayfield. They remained in Hayfield until
1999. After Doug passed away, she moved to
Kasson, MN to be closer to work and family.

Kathleen enjoyed shopping, you would
often find her wondering the stores just to
bump into people she may know. She was a
proud supporter of Law Enforcement. She
looked forward to a good dessert; she always
said to have dessert first so you made sure to
have room for it! Her family and grandchil-
dren meant the world to her. She would al-

We’ve Got Your
Family’s Back

Personalized insurance solutions

to protect your family’s future
and security, no matter what.

WwWw.vsgmi.com

ways say “family is everything”. She was
known for being kind, compassionate, a little
stubborn at times, and determined. She
would do anything for anyone, always ex-
pressing her beautiful smile with her signa-
ture bright red lipstick and the best giggle.
She will be missed dearly by many.

Katheleen is survived by her children,
William Claassen and Jean (Lyle “Donnie’)
Allen; grandchildren, Amber Claassen, Crys-
tal (Dale) Diercks, James (Jaclyn) Claassen,
Lyle “DJ” (Cassidy) Allen, Mollie (AJ John-
ston) Allen; great-grandchildren, Hannah
Robinson, Brody Robinson, Cailey Diercks,
Chace Diercks, Abby Claassen, Maggie
Claassen, and Oakley Allen; and her great-
grandchild, Paisley.

She was preceded in death by her parents;
husband, Doug Claassen; son, Mark
Claassen; sister, Mary O’Marro; and brother,
Thomas Doyle.

A funeral mass was held at 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, August 13, 2026, at Holy Family
Catholic Church, 1904 Mantorville Ave N in
Kasson, MN. Father John Lasuba officiated.
Visitation was held from 5:00-8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, August 12,2026, at Czaplewski
Family Funeral Homes, 801 7th St SE in
Kasson, MN and one hour prior to her serv-
ice at the church on Thursday. Interment was
in St. Margaret’s Catholic Cemetery in Man-
torville, MN.

Kathleen’s family would like to express a
heartfelt thank you to the staff at Fairview
Care Center for their wonderful care.

To share a special memory or condolence
please visit
www.czaplewskifuneralhomes.com,

COMMUNITY
GROWN INSURANCE
...jjout’re covered!

Kalass Agenty

242 Main Street
Zumbrota, MN
Phone: 507-732-7614
Email:
kalassagency(@kalassagency.com

Insurance Brokers

of Byron
505 Frontage Rd NE
Byron MN 55920
Phone: 507-775-7280
Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com

Sviggum Agency

133 Main Street
Wanamingo
Phone: 507-824-5105
Email:
agent(@sviggum insurance.com

North Risk Partners

Rochester
2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100
Rochester, MN
Phone: 507-288-7600
Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com

Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes, 801 7th
St SE Kasson, MN 55940 (507) 634-6510.
Blessed be her memory.

Terrance “Terry” Donald Meyers

Terrance “Terry” Donald Meyers, 83, of
Mantorville, Min-
nesota, passed away
at his home, sur-
rounded by his fam-
ily, on Sunday,
August 2, 2026.

Terry was born on
April 28, 1943, in
Hibbing, Minnesota,
to Donald and Patri-
cia Meyers. He grad-
uated from Hibbing
High School in 1961 and went on to earn his
Pharmacy degree from North Dakota State
University in 1966.

Following graduation, Terry worked as a
pharmacist in Rochester, Minnesota, for Hunt
Drug and Snyder’s Drug for 14 years. While
practicing pharmacy, he pursued another
dream by operating a grain and beef cattle
farm for 10 years. After enduring the farm fi-
nancial crisis of the early 1980s, Terry began
a new chapter as a financial advisor. During
his 25-year career with Paine Webber, Smith
Barney, and Morgan Stanley, he helped
countless individuals and families plan for
their futures.

On June 13, 1970, Terry married Peggy
Kobe at St. Joseph Catholic Church in

Gilbert, Minnesota. Together they built a life

{Q/f el e e e
READY TO

MAKE MUSIC?

Private Piano & Voice Lessons

Ages 10+
Beginners Welcome

Now Enrolling
Students for Summer
Lessons
Contact me at:
larissa.lee781@gmail.com
Nadine’s Piano Studio

Dodge Center

e e ree

centered on faith, family, and service, and
were blessed with three children.

Terry was a member of Holy Family
Catholic Church in Kasson, the Kasson Lions
Club, and Sertoma. He also devoted many
years to coaching youth hockey in Dodge
County and girls’ high school hockey for the
John Marshall/Lourdes program.

Terry loved hunting, fishing, spirited con-
versations about politics, and serving his
community. Above all, he believed in the
power of mentorship and the lasting impact
one person can have on another’s life. His
greatest legacy is not what he accomplished,
but the lives he touched through his generos-
ity, wisdom, humor, and unwavering belief in
others. Those who knew Terry will remember
not only what he taught them, but how he
made them feel —encouraged, valued, and in-
spired.

Terry is survived by his beloved wife,
Peggy; his children, Mark (Joana) Meyers,
Holly (Martin) Rene, and Nicholas (Michelle)
Meyers; his grandchildren, Nathan Meyers,
Isabella Rene, Sebastian Rene, Jaxon Meyers,
Chloe Rene, Olivia Meyers, and Savannah
Meyers; and his sister, Pam (Ron) Morgan.

He was preceded in death by his parents,
Donald and Patricia Meyers, and his parents-
in-law, George and Margaret Kobe.

A Memorial Mass was celebrated at 2:00
p-m. on Saturday, August 8, 2026, at Holy
Family Catholic Church, 1904 Mantorville
Ave N, Kasson, Minnesota. Father John La-
suba officiated. Visitation was held at the
church one hour prior to the Mass. Interment
took place on Monday, August 10, 2026, at
the Gilbert Cemetery in Gilbert, Minnesota.

To share a memory or offer condolences,
please visit
www.czaplewskifuneralhomes.com;
Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes, 801 7th
St SE, Kasson, MN 55940, (507) 634-6510.

In licu of flowers, donations can be made to
Catholic Relief Services (www.crs.org) or a
charity of your choosing.

May his memory be a blessing.

(obituaries continued on page 4)

Do You Have An
Announcemeni?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

KFS OF HOPE IN KASSON

(Formerly CHS)

and pets!

v High-quality animal nutrition products and expert advisory services.
v Vast selection of premium feeds, supplements and supplies.
v Knowledgeable team for nutritional advice.

Quality feed

for hvestock
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Jerry Robert Deno

Jerry Robert Deno, born May 3, 1960,
passed away peace-
fully at his home on
August 11, 2026, at
the age of 66. Jerry
will be deeply missed
by his children,
Heidi, Justin, Jed,
and Jordon, along
with his family and
friends.

Per Jerry’s wishes,
there will be no serv-
ice. His memory will live on in the hearts of
those who knew and loved him.

May he rest in peace.

George Jack Heiserman
Jack was born October 1, 1927, to George J
and Marie (Helmer)
Heiserman in Belle
Fourche, South
Dakota. He passed
away on Friday, Au-
gust 14, 2026, at
Prairie Meadows
Senior Living Center
in Kasson,
% MN sur-
T 7= rounded by

his family.

Jack attended Spearfish Lab Elementary
School in Spearfish, SD. In 1946, he gradu-
ated from Spearfish High School. Jack then
enlisted in the United States Army Air Force
and served from the fall of 1946 until the
spring of 1948. He then worked the family

ranch from 1948 to 1969. Jack ran a dairy op-
eration on the ranch for 15 years. He later
farmed acreage and raised beef cattle and
sheep.

Jack and Averyl (Dusty) Leslie were mar-
ried May 31, 1953, in the First Baptist
Church in Deadwood, SD. They resided on a
ranch on Redwater River in Spearfish, SD.
They were blessed to share over 68 years of
married life together before Averyl's passing
in 2021.

Jack and Averyl moved to Owatonna in
1969 and then to their farm in Kasson in
1974. Jack was employed at Owatonna Tool
Company (OTC) until his retirement in 1990.
At OTC, Jack worked in the tool crib and
later on the hammers. In 2009, they moved
from the farm to Kasson.

Jack was a member of the First Presbyterian
Church in Kasson, MN. He was a man with a
strong work ethic and was always willing to
help a friend or neighbor. Jack was devoted to

Place Your Ad in the
Next Issue of

The Messenger

Keeping your name in front of
your potential customers is an
essential part of marketing your
business in todays competitive
market.

For Advertising Information,
Contact Journey Parsons at (507) 384-1521
Terry Campbell at (507) 951-7417
Office: (507) 649-3327
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

his family and was an amazing role model of
a parent - filled with love, pride, and compas-
sion. Over the years, he was a key caregiver
for his son and family, and his wife, Averyl.
Jack was a talented wood worker who built
the family's first house in SD and later a cabin
for Dusty's teapots on the farm near Kasson as
well as numerous wood projects that he lov-
ingly gave to family and friends. Jack loved
the Black Hills, which was always home to
him. He enjoyed many trips over the years to
visit friends and family. He was also an avid
dog lover and greatly missed his devoted dog,
Toby.

Jack is survived by his children, Les,
Spearfish, SD, Grace (Wayne) Steele, Owa-
tonna, Jim, Kasson, MN, and JeanE (Gary)
Brannon, Owatonna; nine grandchildren; 16

great-grandchildren;  four  great-great-
grandchildren; and nephew David (Judy)
Rockwell and family, Beaufort, SC.

Jack is preceded in death by his wife, Averyl
(Dusty); parents; sisters, Katie & Jim Gardner
and Jane & Rock Rockwell; niece, Libby
Rockwell; daughter-in-law, Mary Heiserman;
and granddaughter, Lisa Hanson.

A memorial service for Jack will be held at
11:00 A.M. on Tuesday, August 25th, 2026 at
Czaplewski Family Funeral Homes in Kasson
(801 7th ST SE Kasson, MN) with visitation
one hour prior to the service at the funeral
home. Burial with military honors will be
held at Rose Hill Cemetery in Spearfish,
South Dakota at a later date.

Memorials can be made to donor's choice.

Blessed be his memory.

¢ Health
e [RA’s

e Life
* Annuities
* Employee Benefits

* Medicare Supplements/Part D

A PLAN FOR EVERYONE

* Long Term Care

Prouciding our clients with the best covenage and value
for thecn cnsanance needs for mone than 50 yearns.

FAHNING & ASSOCIATES uc

Beth Hanggl
35 W. Main St., Dodge Center ® 507-374-6342 ¢ www.fahningandassocs.com

From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex: commercial or farm real estate

transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is commutted to providing real estate
transactional expertise and personal customer service.

38 W Mam St, Dodge Center ¢ 507-633-6355
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com ¢ www.dclandtitle.com




August 20, 2026

- DODGE CENTER, CLAREMONT, WEST CONCORD, KASSON, MANTORVILLE, HAYFIELD MESSENGER - Page 5

Sandbox
Coffee Shop
Opens in
Kasson

(_ commasponese

In the future they are looking into 3-D items
to add to the sand to search for. This is a pas-
time that grandparents and their grandchildren
enjoy doing together.

The Sandbox Coffee Company has a drive
thru window for ease of picking up your cof-
fee and a pastry on the way to work in the
morning. Their # 1 seller is the Sand Box
Latte. They also serve their signature coffee,
classic espresso, refreshers, specialty and Ital-
ian sodas, tea, matcha and smoothies. Bakery
items are made fresh on site daily including
cinnamon rolls, pastry tarts, muffins and var-
ious flavors of scones. They also feature
baked goods from local cottage bakers.

There is a loyalty program where you can
get your seventh drink free and a birthday
club membership with discounts, free rewards
and many other options.

The Sandbox Coffee Company is open
Monday thru Friday from 6am to 6pm and on
weekends from 8am to 6pm. They are located
at 408 West Main in Kasson across the street
from Kasson Mayo. Conveniently located to
pickup a coffee while you wait for your ap-
pointment. You may order online or call in at
507-634-7263.

2026 Dodge County
Farm Family of the Year

(continued from page 1)

They were selected by local University of
Minnesota Extension committees based on
the honorees’ demonstrated commitment to
enhancing and supporting agriculture.

“This year’s Farm Families of the Year re-
flect the impressive strength — and incredible
variety — of agriculture in our state,” said Ex-
tension Dean Bev Durgan. “The University of
Minnesota is proud to honor these families
and their innovation and dedication to Min-
nesota agriculture.”

Dodge County

Don and Donna Kramer established the
Kramer family farm in the 1950s. Years later,
they welcomed their sons, Tom and Ted, into
the operation.

Today, the farm is operated by Tom and
LaVae and Ted and Jane, along with the third
generation, their sons Tanner and his wife
Maggie, and Kody and his wife Kelly. To-
gether, the families raise corn, soybeans, and
hogs on approximately 6,000 acres. Don
Kramer remained an active part of the farming
operation until his passing at 99 earlier this
spring.

The Kramer family is active in their com-
munity through their respective churches, the
Hayfield Lions Club, the Minnesota Soybean
Growers Association, and the Minnesota Corn
Growers Association. They support the local
FFA chapter, volunteer with area food shelves,
and are strong supporters of Hayfield Com-
munity Schools.
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Kasson
Fairgrounds
Hosts Tractors
Sunday

(continued from page 1)

N

About half were restored to showroom con-
dition. International Harvester seemed to be
the predominate make in the parade followed
by John Deere, Allis Chalmers, Minneaplois
Moline, Olivers, a couple Fords and a few
short line models from the 1950's. About a
dozen were pulling trailers or wagons with

seating for guests who enjoyed the trip.

They headed for the Milton Town Hall
where the group stopped for coffee around
10am.

Then it was on to Kasson where they lined
up on the grass where the Midway was set up
a month ago during the Dodge County Free
Fair. There was a lunch served in the 4-H
building with proceeds going to the Pine Is-
land Lions Club. Visitors were able to stroll
along the rows of tractors and admire these
impressive workhorses from half a century
and longer ago. Most of these were restored
with pride in honor of the fathers and grand-
fathers who worked the land with these.
Some had been in the farm family since the
day they were purchased.

Around 12:30pm the engines fired up and
they headed out single file north on Highway
57 to return home.

LABOR DAY WEEKEND

Rice County Steam & Gas Engines Welcomes You  ADMISSION
$15.00 Adults

51T ANNUAL SHOW “cci”
September 4-6, 2026

FEATURING: Allis-Chalmers
-ALL MAKES & MODELS OF TRACTORS & EQUIPMENT ARE WELCOME -

* CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT
Saturday Afternoon, North side @ Music Bldg

* PARADE OF TRACTORS - DAILY @ NOON
*TRACTOR PULL - Sunday 9:00 am

* KIDS PEDAL PULL - Saturday 2:00 pm

* RAILROAD TRAIN RIDES - DAILY

” LIVE MUSIC & BEER GARDEN

FRIDAY
1:00-4:00 pm Charlie Sticha Band
4:00-8:00 pm Old Country Boys

SATURDAY
10:00-Noon  Square Dancers
1:00-4:00 pm Bent Highway Band
4:00-8:00 pm Dakota Ramblers Band

SUNDAY
8:00 am Non-Denominational Church Service
N 1:00-4:00 pm Czech Area Concertina Club

Gates
Open 7am

FOOD STANDS

FLEA
MARKET
DAILY

LIVE MUSIC
Fri. & Sat.
‘til 8 pm

WINDY WILLOW
Petting Zoo at
Horse Barn

BEER GARDEN
@ Music
Bldg.

General Information Contacts:
Bill Becker 507-581-1225
Jeremy Sevcik 507-403-1614

*Registration of all golf carts & ATV’s will
be required. Proof of Insurance. No cycles.

) *Golf Cart Rentals: West Exhibitors Gate
N Carmen Sevcik 507-649-0352 / Contact: Sheryl Trebelhorn 612-245-8722

INFORMATION ON OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK:
ricecountysteamandgas.com

Rice County Steam & Gas Showgrounds * 11988 Faribault Bilvd * Dundas, MN 55019
(Located South of Dundas on Highway 3)

August 20, 2026
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N In the News...WAY TO GO KMES!

MINNEAPOLIS — The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) celebrates 41 districts
across the state for their sustained commitment to Positive Behavioral Interventions and Sup-

ports (PBIS). These SE Minnesota schools have demonstrated exceptional leadership in in-
_ creasing student achievement, improving school climate, and engaging in the community!!
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Back
to School

and

A note from the K-M superintendent and
some clarification on types of E-Bikes. The
Kasson Police Department has an excellent
flyer elaborating on the rules and local laws
pertaining to e-scooters, e-bikes and motor-
ized bicycles.

As we get ready to welcome students back
for another exciting school year, the safety of
our students remains our highest priority. We
appreciate your partnership in helping us cre-
ate a safe environment for everyone in our
school community.

This year K-M Schools and the KPD would
like to stress students under the age of 12 may
not ride an e-scooter to or from school or on
school property, it’s the law.

Students under the age of 15 may not ride
an e-bike to or from school or on school
property, it’s the law.

All students must wear a helmet on an e-
scooter or an e-bike, it’s the law.

Minnesota law also regulates the use of
electric-assisted bicycles. Under Minnesota
Statutes, section 169.011, e-bike riders must
be at least 15 years old to operate a Class 3 e-
bike. While state law allows younger riders
to operate certain lower-speed e-bikes,
school districts may establish additional
safety expectations for students traveling to
and from school and while on school prop-
erty.

We encourage you to take a few minutes
before the school year begins to talk with
your child about this expectation and to dis-
cuss safe transportation options to and from
school. Our goal is to ensure that every stu-
dent arrives safely each day.

Thank you for your understanding, cooper-
ation, and continued partnership in keeping
our students safe. If you have any questions,
please don't hesitate to contact your child's
school office or the District Office.

We look forward to a wonderful school year
and appreciate all you do to support Kasson-
Mantorville Schools.

According to Minnesota statute 169.225 an
e-scooter is limited to a motor of 750 watts or

g, 4

)
N

Cards Vel‘v
Tuesday

2-5 PM

LIVE MUSIC AT THE ANNADINE!

Saturday, August 22 * 7:00-10:00 PM
Leonard McCracken

& the Work Release Band
Dresh Coffee + Fine (line + Craft Beer+ Live Music

Dedge County's Greatest finsdyne
16 West Main, Dodge Center
507-273-9530

Follow Us on Facebook @THEANNADINE

less with a maximum speed of 15 mph. It is
unlawful to allow a passenger and the driver
must be 12 years or older and wear a helmet.
The e-scooter may be operated on streets but
must stay as close as possible to the right
hand side of the road or curb. Kasson ordi-
nance prohibits riding on sidewalks or trails
unless necessary. For night time riding the
scooter must have a head light and tail light.

According to Minnesota statute 169.222 an
e-bike is limited to an electric motor of 750
watts or less and a maximum speed of 28
mph. It also must have operable pedals which
can operate the bike. Operator must be 15
years of age or older and wear a helmet. Pas-
sengers are prohibited unless the bike has a
passenger seat. The e-bike may be operated
on streets, trails and sidewalks. On roadways
the e-bike must be ridden as close to the curb
or edge of road as possible. For night time
riding the e-bike must have a head light and
rear reflector.

According to Minnesota statute 169.223 a
motorized bike has a maximum speed of 30
mph and a motor of 1500 watts or less and/or
an engine of 49cc or less. License and regis-
tration is required and operator must be 15
years of age or older. Passengers are allowed
if equipped with a passenger seat and foot
rests. Must have a headlight and tail light for
night riding.

According to Minnesota statute 169.974 an
engine over 49cc or electric motor larger than
1500 watts and capable of more than 30 mph
is classified as a motorcycle and operator
must have a motorcycle endorsement.

August 20, 2026
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Dodge N
Center

Foundation

Seeks
Grant

KAppIications

The DODGE CENTER
FOUNDATION is a non-
profit organization established
to serve the greater Dodge
Center community by provid-
ing leadership and funding to
qualified projects that en-
hance the quality of life for
area residents. The Dodge
Center Foundation promotes

philanthropy and raises funds
to meet these goals.

Local organizations inter-
ested in seeking funding from
the Dodge Center Foundation
should fill out a Grant Appli-
cation and submit it to the
Dodge Center Foundation’s
Secretary, Diane Page, at
dpageno2@gmail.com. Or
mail the completed applica-
tion to the Foundation at P.O.
Box 276, Dodge Center, MN
55927. The deadline is Sep-
tember 21, 2026. Grant Ap-
plication forms may be
picked up at Dodge Center
City Hall, 35 East Main St.,
Dodge Center, MN 55927.

The Dodge Center Founda-
tion only funds projects that

meet requirements of com-
munity development, such as
maintaining or creating com-
munity assets in areas such as
recreation, arts, education or
personal health. The Board of
Trustees of the Dodge
County Foundation would
like to encourage all organi-
zations interested to submit
an application for considera-
tion.

Dated: August 15,2026
Michael Jones
Concord Township Clerk

NOTICE OF ROAD ALTERATION AND VACATION HEARING
CONCORD TOWNSHIP, DODGE COUNTY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, the town board of Concord Township, Dodge County,
Minnesota will conduct a public hearing on the 10th day of September, 2026 at 6:30 p.m.
at the Concord Town Hall located at

55319 201st Avenue, Concord, MN for the purpose of considering and acting upon a pe-
tition it received calling for the alteration and/or vacation of the following described road:

Alter: Platted width of 554th St.is 100°. Alter the platted width to the standard township
66’ from 201st Avenue east to the hamlet of Concord east border.

Vacate: All of the alley located in Block 19 between Commerce Street and Park Street,
Original Plat, Concord, Dodge County, Minnesota.

All persons interested in this matter are encouraged to attend the hearing.

sample

FIND and DINE

Find the sun hidden somewhere in
The Messenger this week and enter
for a chance to win a gift card to a

local restaurant.

E-mail the page the flag is on, along with your address to:

messengerdrawing@gmail.com

The winner for this week is
BONNIE KACZMAREK of Kasson!

e Tax Planning

e Business & Personal Tax Service

¢ Bookkeeping & Payroll

www.hoo.cpa
Call: 507-534-3837
Email: info@hoo.cpa
100 4th Ave, Suite 1, Plainview, MN 55964

From expert tax prep to streamlined bookkeeping, we can help.

Call us today!

Jolene Harvey, CPA e Michael Oliver, CPA e Ben Opsahl, Enrolled Agent e Colton Burke, CPA

Our Services

Serving clients in Plainview, Rochester, Zumbrota, St. Charles, Lake City & surrounding areas

e Financial Statement Preparation
¢ Business Consulting
e QuickBooks Pro Advisors

e Agricultural tax return preparation/bookkeeping/payroll

Dodge County Planning Commission
Public Hearing Notice

The Dodge County Planning Commission will meet on
Wednesday, September 2, 2026 at 7:00 PM.

To participate in the Public Hearings, citizens can come
in person or join via Microsoft Teams. Please visit the
Dodge County Environmental Services

Public Hearings page for the meeting link:
https://www.co.dodge.mn.us/departments/environmen-
tal_services/public_hearings.php

Item 1: Amendment to Conditional Use Permit (CUP)

For additional information on request and commenting
procedures or if you have trouble getting on the Teams
Meeting, please contact the

Environmental Services Department at 507-635-6272.

Place Your Ad
in the Next Issue
of The Messenger

Keeping your name in
front of your
potential customers is
an essential part of
marketing your business
in todays competitive
market.

For Advertising Information,
Contact Journey Parsons at
(507) 384-1521
Terry Campbell at (507) 951-7417
Office: (507) 649-3327
Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

SUMMARY COUNCIL MINUTES
Monday, July 27,2026

This published information is a summary of the full minutes of July 27, 2026, Dodge
Center City Council regular meeting. A copy of the full minutes is available for viewing
at City Hall, 35 East Main Street or online at www.ci.dodgecenter.mn.us.

Present: Mayor Bill Ketchum, Cathy Skogen, Gary Trelstad, Paul Blaisdell, Braedon
Dostal, Lee Mattson, John Fox, Marianne Sobek, Stephanie Gonzalez, Meredith Brose,
Deputy Breuer, Gerald Runnells, Kailee Thompson, Regina Clement.

City Council approved the following items:

* Agenda and Consent Agenda to include: Minutes of the July 13, 2026 City Council
Meeting and July 13 City Council Special Meeting, Minutes of the April 2026 EDA Meet-
ing, and Minutes of the April 2026 Park Board Meeting, Payment of bills and MBT Bank
Note,

e Accept the staff recommendation to take no further action regarding the 308 2nd St NW
property,

e Grant a 30-day extension until August 26, 2026 to the residents at the 509 3rd St SE
property,

* Proceed with abatement of the property at 901 North St NE,

* Approve and adopt Ordinance No. 169,

* Authorize and approve an agreement with the State of Minnesota for development of
the Clear Zone Approach Plan,

* Approve Resolution 2026-010, a resolution approving plans and specifications and
ordering advertisement for bids in regard to the Lead Line Replacement Plan,

e Retain liability limits for the annual LMC liability insurance application,

Meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m.

[m———————————— - —————————————

YES! 1 would like a I year subscription to The Messenger
Please enclose a $49.00 check payable to The Messenger.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip.

Check Enclosed Charge My: Visa MasterCard AMEX Discover
Account #
CWVV Security Code: Exp. Date:

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| Phone No.
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Mail this form to: The Messenger Business & Subscription Office
32 West Main, PO Box 33, Dodge Center; MN 55927
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

-
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Email |
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

_ I

————————— B 1 R
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AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

STARTS
WEEKENDS
AT 1:00PM

HAPPY HOUR M-F 2-6PM - $4 APPETIZERS!

112 Main Street Wanamingo, MN

Bar Hours:
Mon-Thurs 11am-10pm; Fri-Sat 11am-1am
Sun 1Tam-9pm

Kitchen Hours:

Monday-Saturday 1Tam-9pm; Sunday 11am-7pm

CELEBRATING
25 YEARS
OF
Don’t Let FINE DINING
Your Hurry AT
Come Before 203 é_"&’g"’
Your Hunger! N
OWATONNA
CHECK OUT OUR 507-455-9260 BOOK YOUR
MANY NEW MON-TUES-WED-THURS TIAM-9PM FALL & WINTER EVENTS!
LUNCH & DINNER FRIDAY TIAM-9PM Banquet Hall,
MENUITEMS! g1 3:000M-9:000M = SUN Closip  Seating Up to 300
2oz

RIS ENE!

507-834-7400 o 401 Sih Siruek S5, Massom, MN
Hours: dlesed Sundays & Mendays
Tues-Wed-Thurs Noon-Closey Fri ¢ Sat L4AN-Close

DRINKS ¢ APPETIZERS * SANDWICHES
BURGERS ¢ SALADS ¢ WRAPS * DESSERTS

DAILY SPECIALS

Closed Mon.; Tues-Thut 11am-9pm; F1i-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm
111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN
507-634-3133 f]

MENU

OR
BUFFET

With this ad

Cannot be used with other offers.

Hours: Monday: 11am-9pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-9pm

507-451-9666

510% OFF

5% OFF With a.d Good through September 30, 2026
Cahill Bistro & Bar

Breakfast served weekends 9am to 2pm |
Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs. 3 to 5:30pm
Mon.-Thurs. 10am - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 10am - I0pm
632 2nd street Kenyon, MN |

|
507-623-1001 - www.cahillbistrobar.com
| I — — - —

;‘ DAILY SPECIALS!
Noon Buffet 11am to 2pm

5% OFF MEAL PURCHASE wimi This Ap

ORDER ONLINE!
WWW.DODGEPLAZAMORENA.COM
Sunday-Thursday 11:00am to 9:00pm
Friday-Saturday 11:00am to 10:00pm

411 W. Highway St. Dodge Center

507-374-9555

LYAY YAY YAY YAY YAY YAY VAY VAT YAY YAY VAT YAY VAT VAY VAV YAV VAT VAT

CIPASSICICOEREEISIESPRESSORISPECIANYAS ODA'S
SMOOTHIESEESIGNATUREADRINKS]

(PR3 (02eb T2l i 352

WY Vila), iGsson » 5078947259
Monelely=Filelaly Sim-eonm; Saivielay=Su:ly

BREAKFAST,
LUNCH, DINNER

BURGERS, ESPRESSO
HOTDISH, PIZZA
ICE CREAM

TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

635 2nd Street, Kenyon
Hours:
Mon. CLOSED; Tues.-Wed.-Thurs. 11am-8pm;
Fri. Tam-8pm; Sat. 7Tam-8pm; Sun. 8am-1:30pm
507-789-1100

I 1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna ® South of Lowe’s ® Dine In Only ® Expires September 30, 2026 :

7 Ways A W3R 103992101999 Din

3% QL
DIRAT, PUREHASE

|3xnlres Sepizmder 59, 2923, Dozs not lasind: alsohol,
Vot valld with any oinze oz,

139 2350 St hE, Oywatonna ° 397=413-9319
BV AVAVADT azaim Orenaxco |
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I I
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ﬁ Shop the
- Kenyon Thrift Store
. often to enjoy our
monthly variety of

m discounts!

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm

Sat 10am-3pm
0 Ballenesiar O Casis Roel O GRFSiWIE O Dannisvn O Rudya @C—JI]]@@? W Undas) szl St el ki
A — n . Kenyon
OXGOOThUENNH amptonkeRKENy, 0N} @%&)@%ﬁﬂ OWNETStrandie; /R@ xR Wanaming; Pt
ORIVESH ZumbroRkalls;
Specializing in
Farm Equipment Repair
* Over 40 Years Experience A;g)t‘r%r;;eigo?/\NDeZ?:;r . Tires Full Line of Square Tubes,
i I?esidential 507_789_6321 . Machinery Storage + Wheel alignments OVER 100 CHOCOLATE channGIS, nngle’
. IC arm. : - Commercial + Steering & suspension DELICAICA{?; g]?éVVDMADE Aat & Pipes
ommercia - Livestock Buildings - Brake repair . _ _
U Dot Cony Lind T Compiy { ZERUIKPE | | - Garages - WG maintenance Shearing, Cutting and
e ol loan flosing~ Kenyon NAPA Store 38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue - Batteries ’ ) Bending
38 W Main btreel,.Doc:lge [@SHEAYIN 507-789-5254 651 _923_4441 641 S Main Wanamingo Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00 61154 190th St D;ﬂg;oemer
Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com 502 Huseth Street, Kenyon Lodermeiers.net 507-824-2710 n%ga%n% 501-314-2524
(SAVE IT Traxler Law
SIFT B | |PLLC PLACE
TRASH)
THRI" STORE traxlerlaw.com YO U R AD

Ann Traxler
Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS

Steel, Farm Machinery,
Car Bodies, Aluminum,
Cop per, Batteries, LargeSt Anﬁque Store * Wills, Trusts, & Estates
Appl'ances! E-Scrap mn Dodge County Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to apm, ® Farm and Business

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville Saturday 9am to 5pm 7:"“”"'“‘“” Pl“.””"”g
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm 507-635-5554 DOUG AND MARY KLATT * General Practice
facebook@
June-October MantorvilleSquareAntiques
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

ON
THIS PAGE

26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Call Terry at
507-951-7417

or

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

® Probate

Call us today! 502 Huselh St Ste. C

Kenyon, MN 55945

e i 507.259.2386 | |5 on

N FAHNING &
\ g ASSOCIATES LLC.
BETH S.

Tatge FAHNING-HANGGL

AGENT #46786

J eéwe l ry Licensed Life And Health

| Agent
Grain and Livestock Hedging nsurance Agen

35 West Main Street
Awal‘dS. By Tatge Todd Ryan Dodge Center, MN 55927
Celebrating 51 Years 651-764-5590 Bruce Freerksen (507) 374-6342
ofBusmess tryan @flatwaterfutures.com (507) 273-9110 ) )
625 2nd Street, Kenvon, MN Goodhue, MN brucewithschaefferoil @gmail.com Pl s Ployee Benefits
7 yon, B N Health Insurance + MNsure Certified Agency
(507) 789-6522 ranch Office West Concord, MN

ﬁ [ . W J
COUNTRY GOODS

v LARGEST
T I ' e GIFT STORE
IN
LLG SO. MN!

ON-SITE OR IN-STORE
TIRE SERVICE

OTR/Farm/Truck/SUV/ATV
AGRICULTURAL TRACK SALES

ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABEILA’S

AND INSTALLATION INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
Jon Harvey & Bradley Marking, Owners
Serving Bellec)Ilrester,C 1 Z;auu li ogC ities HOME DECOR
Online tire ordering is now available on our website! LAWN DECORATIONS
928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956 www.catcountrytire.com UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS
Stop in or call 651-380-8731 OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm

for service. 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna ® View/Like us on Facebook
el [, 2072515001 &
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Wishing Our Area Kids, Parents & Teachers

a Happy & Healthy New School Year

Best of luck on your academic journey this school year.
We know you’ll do great!

www.heritagebankmn.com
WEST CONCORD:

er
181 Main Street 507-527-2236 @ FDIC

EEEEEE

NORTHFIELD: 1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736 ® DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929





