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Announcements

MANTHEI
 Septic Service
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• We Install Lift Pumps
 • Opening Sewer Lines
 • Tank Finder

 We Service
 Randolph, Hampton

 & New Trier

23910 Hogan Avenue, New Trier
 651-437-5618

 Mon. Closed; Tues.-Thurs. 3-8PM; Fri. & Sat. 11AM-8PM; 
 Sun. 8:30AM-8PM

• Randolph Community Food Shelf, St.
Mark’s Lutheran Church, 289595 Randolph
Blvd, Randolph, MN. 507-263-9182. Ran-
dolph MN Area Food Shelf. Monthly Food
Shelf Hours: 1st Tuesday 8-9:30am. 2nd, 3rd,
4th Tuesdays 4:30-6:30pm. Randolph Com-
munity Food Shelf is for anyone in need
within the Randolph School District (Ran-
dolph, Stanton, Hampton, New Trier areas).
We are here to help! Please pull around to the
Southwest corner door for easy loading of
your items.

Do you have an announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Join our ECFE staff for some great one-on-
one project time with your child, while meet-
ing other parents to discuss the joys and
challenges of parenting.
ECFE is offered to families with children

age 2 - PreK.

Congratulations to all of this year’s raffle
winners! We hope you enjoy your prizes!
Thank you to everyone who came out and

supported the BBQ—whether you bought a
meal (2075 meals served), played Bingo,
purchased raffle tickets, volunteered, or
simply stopped by to spend the day with us.
We couldn’t do it without you!
From all of us at the Randolph-Hampton

Fire District—THANK YOU for another
great Chicken BBQ!

Courtesy of Randolph-Hampton Fire District

2026 Randolph-Hampton
Fire District Chicken BBQ
a Success

Congratulations to Randolph FFA on being named the
Supreme Livestock Chapter at the Minnesota State Fair!

Courtesy of Randolph Public Schools

(continued on page 4)

(continued on page 4)

Randolph Community Education to offer
Early Childhood Family Education "ECFE"

Cost: $180
Payment options are $160 if paid in full

now, or $90 now and $90 in January 2027.
Class times are Monday evenings from 5:30

p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

The Randolph School District plans to hold
three public information meetings open to the
community about the referendum this fall.
The meetings are scheduled for September
22, October 13th and October 22nd. All
meetings will be held in the school commons.

Randolph Schools are asking the commu-
nity to approve a $450.00 per pupil increase
in student funding through the operational
levy, which would total about $390,000.00
each year in additional revenue for a term of
ten years.

Randolph School to Hold Community Meetings
on The Proposed Local Operating Referendum
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Religion

E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.
 to the

 Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger at: 
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

The Church Directory is Sponsored by:

The Heart Command
 I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not 

 said, “You shall not covet.”
 — Romans 7:7

 Most people agree that the commandments we have been discussing 
 lately—about promoting justice, honesty, respect for others and their 
 property, and more—offer clear, practical boundaries for living together in 
 society. Guidelines like these are found in all kinds of societies around the 
 world.

 We might even think, like many of God’s people in ancient Israel did, 
 that keeping these commands is possible. But the law doesn’t satisfy God’s 
 requirements for our hearts. The apostle Paul painfully realized this when 
 he wrestled with the darkness in his own heart. Though he thought he had 
 been able to keep these commandments through his actions, he was cut to 
 the heart when he read, “You shall not covet.” God commands that we 
 show love not only through our actions but also with our hearts. By this 
 standard, we are all guilty of failing to love others.

 Thankfully, our heart problem can be solved. “While we were still 
 sinners,” Paul writes in Romans 5:8, “Christ died for us.” Jesus is the only 
 one who could ever satisfy the demands of God’s law for perfect obedience 
 and love. And since we are forgiven through Jesus’ sacrifice for our sake, 
 the Holy Spirit gives us new hearts directed toward loving God and our 
 neighbors.

 Our new life in Christ moves us beyond mere outward obedience. By 
 trusting Jesus, our restless hearts find true satisfaction in him alone, so that 
 we can truly love others. 

 Jesus, thank you for rescuing us. By your Spirit, fill our hearts so that 
 we can love others as you have loved us. Amen.

 AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
RANDOLPH BAPTIST CHURCH

Pastor Dennis Ingolfsland
 29020 Dawson Avenue in the heart of Randolph 
 (adjacent to Randolph Public School grounds).

 Sunday School 9:00a.m.
 (children, teen, and adult classes)

 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m.
 Adult Bible Study Every Wednesday at 6:00p.m.

 Questions?  Call church office 507-663-1437

CHRIST UMC

Rev. Thomas Countryman
 29470 Gaylord Ave., Cannon Falls

 507-757-8043
 www.christunitedmethodist.org

 Sunday Worship 8:30a.m.
 Sunday School 8:30a.m.

STANTON UMC

Reverend Thomas Countryman
 1020 Hwy. 19 Blvd., Stanton • 507-321-3598

 www.stantonunitedmethodist.org
 Sunday Worship at 10:15a.m.

ST. MARK’S 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pastor Lue Moua
 28595 Randolph Blvd.

 www.stmarksrandolph.com
 Sunday Worship 10:00a.m. & on Facebook

 Bible Study Tuesdays at 9:00a.m.
 & 1st Wednesday at 11:00a.m.

 WELCA 1st Wednesday at 10:00a.m.
 Questions?  Call 507-263-9182

ST. MATHIAS CATHOLIC CHURCH, 
 HAMPTON

stmathias-hampton.com
 5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass
 7:30a.m. Monday Mass

 Questions? Call Mon..-Friday 651-437-9030

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH, NEW TRIER
stmarys-newtrier.com
 8:00a.m. Sunday Mass
 7:30a.m. Friday Mass

 Questions? Call Mon..-Friday 651-437-9030

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
 CASTLE ROCK

9:00 a.m. Worship Service, Coffee After
 10:15 a.m. Sunday School

 Questions?  Call 507-645-0042

Business & Subscription Office:
P.O. Box 125, Dennison, MN 55018
Phone or Text: 507-649-3327

Fax: 507-645-9878
Website: www.randolphmn.com

Place your ad in the next issue of the
Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger.

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
or call 507-649-3327

Published in cooperation with Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
© 2026, Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger

All rights reserved.

ByAshley Dudek,
founder of Isaiah Ministries, bringing
Biblical teaching to help overcome

life's everyday challenges.
www.isaiahministries.cc

How Do I
Start Reading

the Bible?

Beep. Buzz. Beep. Buzz. Jack’s phone alarm
goes off, and the vibrating of it makes the
phone push right off the nightstand. The
phone plonks down on a stack of dirty laun-
dry. The early 5:30 a.m. rise did not bother
him like every other morning, because this
morning it was his birthday. Even though Jack
is in his mid-twenties, he still gets excited for
this special day.
Jack rolls out of bed, grabs some leftover

pizza from the fridge for breakfast, does a
quick shave, walks the dog, drops off the rent
check, and heads to work. A couple times
throughout his workday he becomes almost
like a child as he thinks, “I wonder what Mom
got me for my birthday?! I can’t wait to have
her chicken alfredo and that German choco-
late cake that oozes over with frosting!”
Jack sits down to have lunch with his

coworkers, and his sister fromAlabama texts,
“Happy birthday, brother! Jesus loves you!”
Jack smirks as he thinks, “Jesus, whatever.”
He texts back, “Thanks, Susie, I love you!”
Another text rolls in from Mom. “Hi sweetie,
Happy Birthday! So happy that God gave me

YOU for my son!” He rolls his eyes, yet with
kind fingertips Jack replies, “Thanks, Mom.
Can’t wait to see you!”
Jack’s shift ends, and with an eager hop he

gets into his car and makes his way to his
mom’s. As Nirvana plays over his dusty
speakers, Jack starts to think about his father,
who passed from suicide when Jack was just
ten years old. “I wonder what it would have
been like if he was still here . . .” Jack’s heart
sinks as he takes the last few drags from his
cigarette. The smell of those Marlboros al-
ways reminds him of his dad. He pulls into
his childhood driveway, and his mom is prac-
tically jumping off the deck with joy. Jack’s
excitement returns as quick as a heartbeat.
Jack smiles, turns down Cobain, and

quickly pops a mint. He knows his mom dis-
likes his music and is not very fond of him
still smoking. This does not bother Jack,
though. He knows his mom has his best inter-
ests at heart.
Dinner comes and passes; it is scrumptious

as always. Then comes the birthday gift.
Jack’s inner child is definitely front and cen-
ter as he grabs the bright blue gift bag that
has way too many ribbons of dark blue and
bright white.
He breaks through the packaging and un-

wraps the gift.
Jack knows instantly what this is. He pulls

deep down into the core of his being to grab
his happy voice and looks up, saying, “Wow,
Mom, a Bible,” with the fakest smile on his
face. Jack thinks in the back of his mind,
“What the heck am I going to do with this?”
He doesn’t let the annoying gift bother him,
though. He and his mom then have some of
that warm cake with vanilla ice cream as they
watch the golden sun set.
As Jack got home and stepped into his

apartment, he greeted his sweet dog and put
that blue bag (with the Bible in it) on a high
shelf in his hallway closet. He never took it
down. Five years went by, and his sweet
mother passed. He came home from the fu-
neral to the same apartment, with every pos-
sible feeling floating in his inner being.

He took off his suit coat and pulled open the
closet. Out of the corner of his eye, he saw
the bright blue bag from five birthdays ago.
He took a step back not only with his feet but
his mind too. He stood up on his tiptoes,
reached far back with his hands, and pulled
forward that gift bag.
Tears welled in his eyes as he grabbed the

leather-bound Bible. His mother had in-
scribed his name in the lower left corner;
Jack never noticed that until this day. Jack
made his way to his small dining room table
and opened the Good Book.
A letter was inside the Bible, another thing

Jack had not seen. He opened the cream en-
velope and read the note inside:
Sweet Jack,
My lovely boy who I love more than any-

thing in the whole world (aside from Susan),
you are the most talented young man full of
compassion, love, kindness, and joy. I know
there have been a few hiccups along the way
in your life, but nothing is too big for God.
Nothing.
Jesus loves you, Jack. He loves you more

than you will ever know. He is not mad at
you. I am obviously not mad at you. Dad was
not mad at you either. And with what hap-
pened with your dad, that was not on Jesus,
my sweet son. That was Dad’s free will. No
shame, no guilt.
The words in the Book that is in the midst

of you right now, Jack, are life-giving. If you
take time to know Jesus and His Word (the
Bible), it will radically transform you. Jesus
changes everything.
I know you so well that I realize it might be

years before you actually read this letter and
potentially the Bible. If you do choose to pick
up this beautiful Book, here’s a little guid-
ance in how to start reading it.
Where do you start reading the Bible? Read

the book of John and read some of the Psalms
simultaneously. Perhaps one chapter of John
and one Psalm a day.
What happens if something you read does

not make sense?A lot of things will not make
sense right away. This is okay! Take your

questions and turn that into studying the
Bible. Get your hands on a good commen-
tary; that will help.
What if you skip a whole bunch of days

reading the Bible? No worries! Just pick up
where you left off. Jesus is not legalistic.
Can you talk to Jesus? YES! Tell Jesus

everything on your heart, including the things
you read about in the Bible. Tell Him all the
things that excite, confuse, and even make
you upset. Do not hold anything back from
Him.
Will Jesus speak to you back? YES! When

Jesus speaks, He will speak with the Bible or
the principles of theWord. The more you are
in the Bible, the more confident you will be
of His voice. Also, Jesus will speak with the
tone of the Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22–
23). He will never speak with condemnation,
guilt, or shame.
What if you do not feel Jesus? You may not

always feel the Lord, but that does not mean
He is not there. Trust the Bible and what it
says, not your feelings.
What kinds of things does the Bible say?

The Bible says so many things! Here are a
few of my favorites:
You are loved: Ephesians 3:14–19
When you make a big oopsie (aka sin): 1

John 1:9
When you are sad: Psalm 34
When you are angry: Genesis 4:6–7
Needing guidance: Isaiah 55
Needing reassurance: Joshua 1:9
You can have salvation through Jesus: Ro-

mans 10:9–10
With love, Mom.
Jack, with continued watery eyes, kissed his

mother’s note. He started reading John 1 and
Psalm 1 that very night and has never
stopped reading the Bible. If you are not sure
where to start in the Bible, just like Jack, do
what his mom says. These words from Jack’s
mom can be for you too. My sweet friends,
Jesus loves you more than you will ever
know.
Blessings, Ashley
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Robert "Bob" Allen Davis
Robert "Bob" Allen

Davis, of Surprise,
AZ (formerly of Can-
non Falls, MN),
passed away after a
short battle with can-
cer at the VAMedical
Center in Minneapo-

lis with his
family by
his side.

Bob was born on February 8, 1949 to Owen
andAlyce Davis in Prescott,AZ. Bob grew up
in many locations between Arizona and Min-

nesota. After graduating fromWayzata High
School in 1967, he enlisted into the United
States Marine Corps. He spent 1 year in Viet-
nam from 1969-1970 before returning home
and joining the reserves while going into col-
lege, later being honorably discharged in
1973. Bob graduated from St. Cloud State
University with a degree is Hospitality Man-
agement. After working for Mariotte Hotels
and New Holland, he found himself in a ca-
reer most in the community have known him
for, helping veterans. Bob started his career
with Dakota County as an Assistant County
Veterans Service Officer (CVSO) and then
became the County Veterans Service Officer
for Goodhue County until his retirement in
2014. In addition to being the CVSO for
Goodhue County, he wore other hats to in-
clude Legislative Liaison, Risk Management
and assisting in leading other departments as
well.

Bob was very active in many veterans' or-
ganizations to include the Cannon Falls VFW
Post 4452, American Legion Post 142,
United States Marine Corps League, Toys for
Tots, and the MNAssociation of County Vet-
erans Services Officer. In each of these or-
ganizations, he held varying positions and
roles at local and national levels. Bob was a
key component and chaired the Beyond the
Yellow Ribbon Program for the state of Min-
nesota, which became a model to other states
for troops coming back from OIF/OEF. Re-
gardless of the recognition over his years of
being a part of these organizations, his satis-
faction came from helping any veteran that
needed assistance. He fought for veterans, so
they didn't have to struggle as many of his
fellow Vietnam Veterans endured.
Bob met his wife of 49 years, Mary "Joyce"

(Murphy) Davis while working for New Hol-
land. They married in Northfield on May 7,
1977. Together, they raised daughter Robin
Ring and son Jeffery Davis in Cannon Falls.
Joyce accompanied Bob on his many work
trips including reintegration of Minnesota
troops as the returned from deployment over-
seas. After retiring in 2014, Bob and Joyce
moved south full time to Surprise, Arizona
and made annual trips to Minnesota during
the summer to visit their children, grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren. They were able
to do some traveling after retirement and en-
joyed their time together.

Bob is survived by his wife Joyce Davis,
daughter Robin (Henry) Ring of Farmington,
and son Jeff (Krystle) Davis of Randolph.
Also was survived by 9 grandchildren; Annie
(Brian) Baggett, Kiersten Ring, Zach (Nicole)
Beckner, Faith Ring, Emily Davis, Addison
Davis, Amelia Davis, Mackenzie Davis and
Mallorie Davis. In addition, great-grand-
children Kadyn Baggett, Lucas Baggett, Eve-
lyn Beckner and Emma Beckner. Extended
family includes siblings Owen (Linda) Davis
and Betty (Dave) Lock. In-laws include
mother-in-law Beverly Murphy, brothers-in-
law Mick Murphy, Mark (Michelle) Murphy,
Marty Murphy, and sister-in-law Paula Mur-
phy (whom passed at the time of this notifi-
cation). In addition, he was survived by many
loving nieces and nephews. Bob was a very
loving husband, father, grandfather, great
grandfather, and relative.
Bob was proceeded in death by parents

Owen and Alyce Davis and father-in-law
Clarence Murphy.
Bob didn't want a funeral service, but in-

stead wanted people to come together, swap
stories, and enjoy each other's company. Bob's
family is hosting a celebration of life on Sep-
tember 26, 2026 at the upper level of the Can-
non Falls VFW from 11:00-2:00. An honor
guard and flag presentation will also be held
outside the Cannon Falls VFW at 11:00. He'll
be interred at Ft. Snelling National Cemetery
at a later date.

Harvest Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays:  October 3, 10, 17, 24
 Sundays:  October 4, 11, 18, 25

 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

 Place:
 Lori & Darwin Amy

 2290 County 49 Blvd.Dennison, MN  55018
 Phone: 507-649-1009

 Email: cabincrew@frontiernet.net

Look Us Up on Facebook Under Potpourri Mill
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Obituaries / Community

DO YOU HAVE
AN ANNOUNCEMENT
FOR THE MESSENGER?

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Sharon Kappedahl
Sharon Kappedahl, of Randolph, MN passed

away Tuesday, Sep-
tember 1, 2026 at
Valentine's Assisted
living in Red Wing,
MN.
Sharon Beverly

Kappedahl, 82, was
born in Kenyon, MN
on November 1,
1943. She graduated
from Kenyon High
School and married

the love of her life, Orvin Kappedahl, in 1961.
Together, they raised their four children in
rural Randolph and operated a family busi-
ness, "Orv's Refrigeration," until retirement.
The couple wintered several years in Texas
where they enjoyed playing music and mak-
ing friends.
Sharon is survived by son Clay (Mina)

Kappedahl of Lakeville, grandchildren Sam
and Noelle; daughter Lynn (Kerry) Quam of
Eden Prairie, grandchildren Austin, Layne,
and Jenae; daughter, Jodi Kappedahl of Yaku-
tat, AK; and daughter Missy (Jed) Post of
rural Goodhue, with grandchildren, Cayden,
Levi, Rylan, Asher, Leona, and Walton.
Nieces and nephews: Charleen (Pete) Volkert,
Rhonda Liberty, and Brett Neseth.
Sharon was proud of her children and grand-

children, delighting in their visits and phone
calls and residing with daughter Missy and
her family when living independently was not
possible. Sharon was a resident of Valentines
Assisted Living in Redwing in her last days.
During her life, Sharon loved people and

made friends wherever she went. She enjoyed
playing guitar, making floral arrangements,
baking and decorating cakes and a variety of
Christmas cookies to share with others.
In her last days, Sharon said the most impor-

tant thing about life is "knowing Jesus." She
was an active member at St. Marks Lutheran
Church in Randolph and attended Grace
Lutheran Church in Goodhue. She is preceded
in death by husband Orv, her parents, Ben-
jamin and Gladys Neseth; and siblings,
Bernard (sister-in-law, Julie) and Gary Ne-
seth.
Visitation was held on September 11th,

12:00-1:30pm at St. Marks Lutheran Church
28595 Randolph Blvd, Randolph, MN. A
graveside memorial service followed at
2:00pm, at Little Cannon Cemetery in rural
Nerstrand. After the service, everyone return
ed to St. Marks for fellowship and reception.

Merrilee Ashton “Mere” Weber
Merrilee Ashton “Mere” Weber, age 66, of

Cannon Falls, died Tuesday afternoon sur-
rounded by loved ones, September 8, 2026,
at St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester.

Mere was born De-
cember 24, 1959, in
Minneapolis to
Myron H. “Mike”
and Joyce M.
“Mitzi” (Brunette)
Ashton. She grew up
on Lake Byllesby,
where her love for
the lake and the sur-
rounding commu-
nity began. Byllesby

was always more than a place to Mere. It was
home, and it remained a special part of her
life and heart.
She graduated from Randolph High School

in 1978. OnApril 23, 1983, Mere married her
soulmate, Douglas J. Weber, at St. Pius V
Catholic Church in Cannon Falls. Together,
they made their home north of Cannon Falls
in the house they built. Doug was Mere’s per-
son; her best friend, partner, and the love of
her life. Losing him left a space that could
never be filled, and she missed him deeply.
Mere began working as a waitress at the

CannonBall Restaurant, where her love for
people and customer service took root. She
later worked for Honeywell and eventually
Subway Restaurants. It was Mere who sug-
gested putting a Subway in Cannon Falls, and
before long, she and Doug were investing
their time and energy into owning and oper-
ating several Subway restaurants throughout
the area until her retirement in 2021.
She was strong-willed, spoke her mind, and

could find humor in just about any situation,
no matter how tough life got. She loved to so-
cialize, spend time with her siblings and
friends, go to Bingo, and rarely ventured far
without a Diet Coke in hand.
Above all, Mere loved her family, espe-

cially her children and grandchildren. No
matter how she was feeling, their visits could
brighten her day. She loved singing “YouAre
My Sunshine” to her grandkids, and they
truly were her sunshines. She always made

sure she had their favorite snack in abun-
dance for them. Family traditions meant the
world to her, especially the annual trip to the
Wisconsin Dells.After years of returning, her
kids can practically recite the entire Wiscon-
sin Dells Duck Tour by heart.
Mere battled many different health issues

throughout the years and was, at times, a bit
of a medical mystery. Still, she faced it all
with her trademark stubbornness, humor,
strength, and deep faith. Through that faith,
she won the right to enter heaven.
She is reunited with her beloved husband

and soulmate, Doug; her parents, Mike and
Mitzi Ashton; father-in-law, John “Jack”
Weber; brother-in-law, Bob Meyers; and
other family members and friends who went
before her. There is comfort in knowing that
after missing Doug for so long, they are fi-
nally back together forever.
She is loved and will be forever missed by

her children, Sianna (Erich) Siewert,
Nicholas (Jill) Weber, and Samuel (Kaci)

Weber; grandchildren, Chelsea, Carston, Cas-
sidy, Madison, and Beau; siblings, Bob
(Faye) Wellman, Joyce Meyers, Teresa
(Charlie) Niebur, Susan (Stephen) Ku-
likowski, Michael Ashton, and Kelly (Tim)
Brewer; mother-in-law, Marlys Weber; in-
laws, Gretchen (Steve) Rauchwarter, Scott
(Rosann) Weber, Sandy Strandberg, Tim
(Rene) Weber, and Tom Weber; and many
nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-
nephews, extended family members, and
friends.
There will never be another Mere, she left

her footprint anywhere she went and will be
deeply missed.
A visitation was held Monday, September

14, from 4 to 7 p.m. at St. Joseph's Catholic
Church in Miesville. Mass of Christian Burial
was Tuesday, September 15, at 10:30 a.m.,
with visitation one hour prior with the eulogy
at 10:15 a.m. at St. Joseph's Catholic Church.
Father Andrew Brinkman celebrated.
Interment followed at the church cemetery.

Randolph Community Education to offer
Early Childhood Family Education "ECFE"

(continued from page 1)
Deadline to register is September 21, 2026.
Classes will begin September 28, 2026
We reserve the right to turn away families if we exceed our numbers.
We will not run a session without a minimum of 8 families.
If you would like to send your registration via email, please send it to otted@dis-

trict195.org.

(continued from page 1)
An operational levy is for the daily operations of the school district, which includes

payroll, utilities, supplies, technology, etc. It is not for building construction. State fund-
ing has not kept up with inflation and costs associated with the unfunded mandates by the
state. Randolph has been able to hold requests for additional funding since covid. One
driver of needed funding is the trend of students choosing alternate learning paths like on-
line and homeschooling, resulting in smaller incoming class sizes in the area. These trends
will continue to affect enrollment statewide. Residents will learn more at these Public
Information Meetings and can address any concerns at that time. As part of the opera-
tional levy, agricultural land and buildings are not taxed. Only residential properties along
with commercial and industrial properties. On farms, only the house, garage, and one
acre are taxed. For a home valued at $350,000, the estimated tax increase would be about
$21.00 per month. A full table of the various home values and potential increases will
be available at the presentation. The referendum coincides with this year's general elec-
tion. Randolph Schools remain one of the lowest among area schools for per pupil levy
funding.

Randolph School to Hold Community Meetings
on The Proposed Local Operating Referendum

www.nerstrandmeatsandcatering.com
 231 Main Street, Nerstrand, MN •  507-334-5396           Kenrick Ave., Lakeville, MN •  952-236-0600

Nerstrand Meats
 & Catering
 Specialty Meats & Food

 Over 100 Years in Business Providing
 Homesmoked Bologna, Wieners, Jerky, Homemade Beef Sticks, etc.
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Call to schedule your appointment today!

 507-263-7000  bigservicecenter.com
 4451 Upper 291st St. E, Randolph, MN 55065

Full Service Auto Repair & Tires

 NOW HIRING
 AUTO TECHNICIANS

 OIL
CHANGE 
 SPECIAL

Oil Change

 $89 99
 Up to 6 quarts.

 Some restrictions apply.  By appointment only.

 + tax

By RosaLin Alcoser

AMinnesotan:
Pumpkin

Spice
Monsters

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes

Observations
in a Hospital

Cafeteria

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.

Terry now splits his time between Minnesota
when its warm here and Tennessee

when it’s cold here.
or remorse for the health problem that he was
facing, but just a practical factual assessment
of the situation. What was interesting was
that he wanted to talk to me about Jesus. He
didn’t believe that his life was particularly
worth holding on to, but that there was some-
thing better awaiting him. He wanted to be
sure his wife was cared for after he was gone
and also share the comfort that he felt about
where he was going.
The fourth couple sat at a small table to the

left of me and I deduced that they were an
old farm couple. He wore a seed corn hat and
she was in a farm wife’s house dress. They
were finishing the meal and she was con-
cerned that the extra packets of condiments
were not wasted but taken home for a future
use.Apractical woman, being sure that noth-

Ayear ago, I had an hour to pass waiting for
someone at St. Mary’s Hospital. I was looking
for something to do while they had a test and
took the occasion to walk to the patient and
visitor cafeteria for lunch. As I sat there with
my sandwich and a drink I observed others in

the room. It was a rather sobering hour of re-
flection. A hospital does not catch you at the
best in your day.
A family with three teenage kids was sitting

by the wall. They were all focused on talking
and eating and sort of ignoring the one child,
a boy in his late teens. He just sat there lost in
thought not touching his food. The rest seem
oblivious to his plight. I sensed that his mind
was in a much darker place than his family
was aware of. A young person should be
filled with plans and dreams of the future and
not staring down the dark tunnel of hopeless-
ness.
Awoman in her early thirties was sitting all

alone at a small round table. She looked hag-
gard and worried and seemed to be shoulder-
ing her sadness all by herself. There was a
look of trepidation and fear etched in her
face. The whole food thing was more of a
distraction than a necessity, one was sup-
posed to do it whether you were hungry or
not. At noon you found food and then tried
to tell your body to consume it because it was
needed. Even if your body didn’t want it or
was ready to reject it.
A couple that looked to be in their sixties

were sitting right behind me. While moving
a chair to get more comfortable, the man
bumped into me and said he was sorry. Then
we struck up a conversation. He had been a
working man all his life and a diagnosis had
brought him to Rochester. They had ex-
hausted all the remedies that the medical
community had to offer, and he was resigned
to the fate he was facing. His concern was
more of how his wife would fare in the future
without him. He didn’t show any bitterness

cialty seasonal items coming in pumpkin
spice that should not come in pumpkin
spice that have been made in recent years.
I am happy to report that so far I have not
seen any pumpkin spice soap, cat products,
or trash bags this year. It could still happen,
but it hasn’t yet.
I do enjoy pumpkin spice in my coffee

or in a baked good. I just rather have it in
the fall and not before Labor Day when
they come out. However, with that being
said I do typically get one when it first
comes out to guarantee that I get one from
the coffee shop. Since the pumpkin spice
monsters exist and it might not still be
there when I’m ready to enjoy it in mid
September. Once that happens I make a
small batch of pumpkin spice syrup at
home for coffee and call it a day.
This year I got one from Caribou on the

first day it was out. In the middle of Au-
gust. I walked in at 8 AM on a Thursday
and the store was crazy busy with people
ordering pumpkin spice coffee drinks in
such profuse. To the point that one of the
people working behind the counter looked
me dead in the eye and said “people gotta
have their pumpkin! Pumpkin! Pumpkin!
Pumpkin!” with the franticness of someone
over run by a title wave of people.
Now all there is for me to do at least, is

wait until mid to late September to see if
there is any left or if the pumpkin spice
monsters have consumed it all before Oc-
tober this year. In which case I will buy a
can of pumpkin and make it myself.

The longer I live in the Cities I have be-
come more and more aware of what my
husband likes to call the pumpkin spice
monsters. A pumpkin spice monster is one
who goes crazy for pumpkin spice as soon
as it is out and consumes as much as is hu-
manly possible before it goes out for the
season or the store runs out.
I have probably noticed this due to the

fact that I am now around more coffee
shop and large box stores then I was in my
younger days. Due to the amount of spe-

ing was wasted even though her body was
wasting away from something she had no
control of. He was uncomfortable in the sur-
roundings, unsure of what he was going to do
without her company in the future and com-
pletely helpless in the current situation.
I felt a sense of somberness looking around

because I had lived through these age groups
in my life. I had stopped at this cafeteria to
pass an hour of time during my busy day and
now I was witnessing four lives possibly
watching what little time they had left slip
through the hour glass of life. It is good to
look at others through a different lens and feel
empathy for what they may be going through.
And take the time and effort to be kind be-
cause you never know what their life may ac-
tually be like.

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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There’s some-
thing about learn-
ing life from behind
the ears of a horse
that you can’t learn
anywhere else.
There’s no steer-

ing wheel, gas
pedal, or button you
can push to make a
horse do exactly
what you want. You
have to learn to
communicate. You

have to learn how to feel. You have to learn

when to ask and when to simply let the horse
do its job.
And then there’s cattle.
Working cattle from horseback is an art. It

isn't simply sitting in a saddle and steering.
You have to understand the horse underneath
you and the cattle in front of you. You learn
how a cow moves, where they want to go,
and how your horse needs to position itself
to move them there.
A shift of your weight.
A turn of the reins.
A change in your horse’s feet.
Sometimes, it's nothing more than putting

yourself in the right place at the right time.
Your body controls the horse, and your

horse helps control the cattle.
That is where the magic is.
Ranch rodeos, sorting, penning, cutting,

and roping have carried pieces of that old
Western way of life into today. The equip-
ment may have changed, and the work may
look different, but the partnership between
horse, rider, and cattle remains.
There is grit in it.
There is patience in it.
And there is a whole lot of humility.

Farm Girl Chatter
Behind the ears,
Keeping Cattle

in the Landscape
By McKell Lemmerman

A good horse will teach you that you don't
know as much as you think you do. A good
cow will humble you even faster.
But that's why I keep coming back.
Because horses aren't just about riding.

They're about learning a language without
words. They're about trusting something with
a mind of its own. They're about getting
dusty, getting frustrated, making mistakes,
climbing back on, and trying again.
They're about carrying forward a piece of

the West that could easily be forgotten.

So, as the combines get ready for another
harvest and the fields begin to turn, I find my-
self appreciating both sides of agriculture—
the modern machinery that keeps our farms
moving forward and the horses that remind us
where we came from.
Maybe that's why, when someone asks me

“Why horses?”, I don't have just one answer.
Because no matter how much the world

changes, there will always be something
worth learning in the saddle.

By Beth Brekke
Scott Kroll of Randolph and Trent Jacobson of Cannon Falls hosted a car show in the

parking lot by the Randolph School ball fields on August 15th. The show was held from
11 AM - 3 PM preceding the annual chicken BBQ. A new event for 2026, the show was
well attended. Winners of the peoples' choice awards were Todd Rolf and Don Norstad.

Dougie Willie – Willie Farm, City of Randolph
TheWillie Farm has been in continuous agricultural operation since 1909, meaning more
than 100 years of farming tradition!

Century Farm Recognitions
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www.hoo.cpa
 Call: 507-534-3837

 Email: info@hoo.cpa
 100 4th Ave, Suite 1, Plainview, MN 55964

 From expert tax prep to streamlined bookkeeping, we can help. 
 Call us today!

 Jolene Harvey, CPA • Michael Oliver, CPA • Ben Opsahl, Enrolled Agent • Colton Burke, CPA

 Our Services
 • Business & Personal Tax Service
 • Tax Planning
 • Bookkeeping & Payroll

 • Financial Statement Preparation
 • Business Consulting
 • QuickBooks Pro Advisors

 Serving clients in Plainview, Rochester, Zumbrota, St. Charles, Lake City & surrounding areas
 • Agricultural tax return preparation/bookkeeping/payroll

2026
Dakota County

Farm Family
The Radman Family

Courtesy of Dakota County Fair

For The Quality & Honesty You Deserve!
 Check out our website - tnprservices.com

Real Estate Sales & Leasing
 300 Oak Street, Farmington, MN 55024

Top Notch Properties
 & Realty Services

651-460-6674

Eric Ruud 
 Owner/Broker
 612-245-4382

Kim Rademacher
 Salesperson
 651-245-1800

Jeanne Werner
 Salesperson
 612-328-1893

Tony VanDeSteeg
 Salesperson
 651-336-7257

Charlie and Leah Radman operate a fifth-
generation, century farm. They raise corn and
soybeans using no-till and strip-till conserva-
tion practices. They also raise show meat
goats for youth development and shows.
Both Charlie and Leah have careers off the

farm: Charlie in master data with Post Con-

sumer Brands and Leah as an occupational
therapist. Their daughters, Katie and Ellen,
also contribute to the operation.
Community involvement is important to the

Radman family. Charlie serves as the Min-
nesota Farm Service Agency State Commit-
tee chair, on the University of Minnesota
Rosemount Research and Outreach Center
Advisory Committee, as the Dakota County
Farm Bureau vice president, and volunteers
with 4-H and Randolph/Northfield FFA
Alumni.
Leah serves on the Randolph public school

board, is a 4-H club leader and volunteers
with the Randolph/Northfield FFAAlumni.
Their daughter Katie serves as the Univer-

sity of Minnesota Beta of Clovia vice presi-
dent. She also participates in the University
of Minnesota Block and Bridle Club and

General Livestock Team, as well as theAgri-
cultural Education, Communications and
Marketing Club.

Ellen serves as her 4-H Club president,
Dakota County 4-H Federation president, and
is a Randolph FFAmember.

Share Your
Good News!
Submit your engagement,

wedding or
birth announcement!

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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TRUSTED . LOCAL . EXPERTS .

1359 BLUFF ST, DUNDAS, MN 55019
 BC807868

507-200-1545
 probuiltmn.com info@probuiltmn.com

ONE CALL.  ONE COORDINATED TEAM.
 ONE GOAL: RESTORING YOUR PROPERTY AND YOUR PEACE OF MIND.

507-460-5932  24/7 Emergency Response
 SMByAyotte.com info@smbyayotte.com

WHEN THE UNEXPECTED HAPPENS,
 ONE TEAM HAS YOU COVERED.

That’s why ServiceMaster by Ayotte and ProBuilt Construction LLC work together.
 PROUDLY SERVING GOODHUE, DODGE, RICE, DAKOTA, OLMSTED, STEELE AND WABASHA COUNTIES

 450 ARMSTRONG ROAD
 NORTHFIELD, MN 55057

 From emergency cleanup to complete reconstruction.
 A fire. A burst pipe. Storm damage. Mold.

 When your home or business is damaged, you don’t need the stress
 of coordinating multiple contractors.

 GUIDING YOU
 FROM CRISIS TO 

 RESOLUTION

ServiceMaster by Ayotte
 provides immediate emergency

 mitigation services:
Water Extraction & Drying
 Fire & Smoke Cleanup
 Mold Remediation
 Contents Cleaning & Restoration

Once your property is ready,
 ProBuilt Construction restores

 what was damaged:
COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL
REBUILDING

Roofing & Siding
 Windows & Doors
 Interior Reconstruction
 Decks & Exterior Repairs
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BREAKFAST
 SATURDAY
 & SUNDAY

 9:00AM
 TO 11:30AM

 AND
VIRTUAL
RACES!

Check Our Facebook Page for Daily Specials
 and Weekend Entertainment!

4354 292nd St E, Randolph  •   507-646-0107
 rbar.randolph@gmail.com

 Monday 3:00pm-9:00pm; Tuesday-Thursday 11:00am-11:00pm
 Friday 11:00am-1:00am; Saturday 9:00am-1:00am; Sunday 9:00am-9:00pm

MONDAY - ALL DAY HAPPY HOUR!  OPEN 3-9PM
 FRIDAY - SMOKED SAUSAGE & WINGS BASKET- AVAILABLE ALL DAY!

Saturday, September 19
 8:00PM

 Sunday, September 20

 VIKINGS WATCH PARTY!

 LIVE MUSIC!
 Bryan 

 Anderson

 LIVE MUSIC!
 Tim Howe

 3:00-6:00PM

Breakfast: 9:00-11:30AM
 Breakfast Sandwich

 Vikings
 Watch Party

 at Noon!
 Food &

 Drink Specials
 +

Quarterly Prizes
 & Purple Shots!

Congratulations, graduates, on this stellar achievement!

Northfield Office  507-645-4441  •  1605 Heritage Drive, Northfield, MN 55057
 Cannon Falls Office  507-263-3624  •  1230 4th Street S, Cannon Falls, MN 55009

 www.crb.bank

From the first day to the last, we’re wishing
 all of our community’s amazing students, parents
 and teachers a happy and successful school year.

Member FDIC

Community

Keeping your name in front of your potential customers is an essential
part of marketing your business in todays competitive market.

For Advertising Information, Contact Journey Parsons at (507) 384-1521
Terry Campbell at (507) 951-7417

Office: (507) 649-3327 • Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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WE’RE ONLINE!
Keep Up With Your Hometown News at

www.randolphmn.com

Community

Randolph Schools Employment Opportunities
Evening Custodian

Position begins as soon as possible. This is a full-time position, 40 hours per week,
Monday-Friday, 2:00 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. — hours can vary in the summer.
Duties Include:
Assume responsibility for the overall cleanliness and maintenance of the school and

its site.
Clean classrooms, offices, hallways, entryways, restrooms, and other common areas

of the school on a regular basis and after events.
Dust, clean, and sanitize surfaces within the school, including, but not limited to: win-

dows, ledges, desks, tables, and countertops.
Comply with health and safety codes, including OSHA standards.
Set up furniture and equipment (tables, chairs, bleachers, risers, etc.) for community

use and school events.
Safely lock up the school building at night.
Must be able to do physical activity.

Benefits include:
Paid Vacation, Personal Leave, and Sick Leave.
12 paid holidays per year.
PERA—Minnesota Public Employees' Pension Plan.

Application Procedure:
Applications are on the School District Website at www.randolph.k12.mn.us OR

available in the School District Office.
Send application or resume to: Michael Kelley, Superintendent

Randolph Public Schools
P.O. Box 38

29101 Dawson Avenue Randolph, 55065 OR send via email to:
kelleym@district195.org

Phone 507-645-4773. ext. 204
Position will be open until filled.

Substitute School Bus Drivers
for morning or afternoon routes

Randolph Public Schools is currently seeking individuals interested in a substitute
school bus driver position. Our drivers arrive for morning route at 6:30 a.m. and arrive
back at the garage by 8:00 a.m. The afternoon drivers report for route at 2:30 p.m. and
arrive back at the bus garage by 4:00 p.m. Pay is $48.03 per route.
We will provide paid training necessary for you to obtain your bus license.
Applications are available on our school website at www.randolph.k12.mn.us or in the

Randolph School District Office.
Please submit applications to:
Michael Kelley, Superintendent

Randolph Public Schools
P.O. Box 38

29101 Dawson Ave
Randolph, MN 55065

or via email to kelleym@district195.org
507-645-4773 ext. 204
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Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

Fertilizer • Seed
 Soil Sampling • Chemicals

 Custom Application
 Field Scouting

 Bulk, LP,
 Gas and Diesel Fuel

“Established 1935”

Local Government
HAMPTON CITY COUNCILMEETING
JULY 14, 2026
The Hampton City Council met on Tuesday,

July 14, 2026, at Hampton City Hall for the
Regularly Scheduled Meeting. Present were
Mayor John Knetter and Council Members
Jerry Huddleston, Erica O’Connor, and Nick
Russell. Councilman David Luhring was ab-
sent. Also present were Chris Meyer, Treas-
urer, Brad Fisher of Bolton &Menk,Attorney
Anna Yunker, and Marlin Reinardy.

Regular Meeting Called to Order – Mayor
Knetter called the regular meeting to order at
7:00 p.m.
Disclosure of Interest – None
Approval of June 9, 2026 Regular Meet-

ing Minutes – Motion by Russell, seconded
by O’Connor, to approve the June 9, 2026
regular meeting minutes. All voted in favor.
None opposed. Motion passed 4-0.
Approval of Disbursements - Motion by

Russell, seconded by Huddleston, to approve
the disbursements. All voted in favor. None
opposed. Motion passed 4-0.
Public Comments:Marlin Reinardy asked

for clarification on 47 and the scope of the
upcoming road project, specifically whether
sidewalk sections would be removed. Mayor
John Knetter explained that the project in-
cludes improvements to pedestrian ramps
within the project area and noted he had met
with Dakota County staff and utility locators
earlier that day. City Engineer Brad Fisher
added that all pedestrian ramps will be up-
graded to meet ADA standards and that sev-
eral uneven sidewalk panels will be replaced
to eliminate tripping hazards, while the pri-
mary scope of the project remains a mill and
overlay. Reinardy expressed concern about
the numerous water curb stops along the
street and whether they had been identified to
prevent damage during construction. Fisher
confirmed that all curb stops are included in
the project plans and will be adjusted as
needed, and Mayor Knetter stated they are
also expected to be adjusted during construc-
tion. Reinardy recommended that the curb
stops be physically flagged or painted be-
cause they could be difficult for equipment
operators to see. Following discussion,
Mayor Knetter directed staff to contact
Dakota County to ensure the curb stops are

clearly identified, which is expected to start
the following day.
Petitions, Requests, and Communica-

tions: Mayor John Knetter recommended
rescheduling the August City Council meet-
ing from August 11 to August 18 due to his
planned absence and because the City Hall
building would be occupied for the primary
election onAugust 11. Council Member Rus-
sell moved to approve the date change. Dur-
ing the discussion, Treasurer Chris Meyer
recommended beginning the budget review
at 6:30 p.m., and the Council agreed to incor-
porate that start time into the rescheduled
meeting. Council Member O'Connor sec-
onded the motion, and the motion carried
unanimously.
Ordinances and Resolutions – None

Reports of Officers, Boards,
and Committees:

Engineer Report – City Engineer Brad
Fisher of Bolton & Menk provided updates
on several ongoing projects. He reported that
the water tower improvement project is sub-
stantially complete, noting that the old tower
has been removed, its footings demolished,
and the site restored. The historic "H," the red
top, and portions of the tower legs were suc-
cessfully salvaged for potential future use at
the city park. Remaining work consists of
minor punch list items, including SCADA
system updates and staff training, which must
be completed before final project closeout.
During the discussion, Mayor John Knetter
suggested that the former tower site could
eventually be converted to a gravel parking
area rather than maintained as turf, but the
Council agreed to consider the improvement
at a later date to avoid additional project
costs. Fisher also updated the Council on
MnDOT's Highway 50 reconstruction proj-

ect, explaining that the current closure be-
tween Highways 52 and 61 is expected to
continue through late August, after which
work will shift east with additional closures
near Hinton Avenue, Holt Avenue, and
Hogan Avenue. Local access will be main-
tained throughout construction, and Fisher
encouraged the Council to monitor the
MnDOT project website for updates. Finally,
Fisher reported that the City's GIS web appli-
cation transition is progressing well follow-
ing staff training, with only minor
enhancements remaining before the system is
ready to go live.
Water / Sewer Report – Mayor Knetter re-

ported that both backup generator lift station
generators were serviced and found to be in
excellent condition, with no issues identified.
A detailed service report was provided. He
noted that Brad had already covered updates
regarding the new water tower. Knetter also
reported that the flow meters in the pump
house will need to be calibrated or rebuilt
within the next few months to meet state re-
quirements. Aside from these items, there
were no additional updates.
Park Report – Councilman Russell re-

ported that the contractor for the water tower
project is tentatively scheduled to meet on
Friday to review the project after being un-
able to attend earlier in the week. The con-
tractor has received photos of the project and
will provide a cost estimate following the re-
view, with additional information expected
within the next month. Russell also noted that
weed control will need to begin soon as the
parks are becoming overgrown, and staff will
contact Ottomatic to perform the work.

(continued on page 12)

From start
 to finish,
 we do the 

 entire project.
 Kitchens • Living Rooms

 Fireplaces • Floors
 Closets • Bathrooms

 New Projects • Remodels
 Barns • Roofs

 Siding • Garages
 Pole Sheds

 Wood Doc Construction
 Emery and John Maher

 507-271-4200
 www.wooddocconstruction.com

 Dennison, MN
 Lic. #BC628191
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Regarding the ball field scoreboard,
Reinardy reported that the existing score-
board is currently operational after repairs,
but Russell advised the Council that replace-
ment will likely be needed in the future, with
a preliminary estimate of approximately
$10,000. Russell noted that funding is antici-
pated to be available in next year's park
budget, which includes $25,000 annually, and
the project will be discussed further during
the upcoming budget meeting.
Street Report – In Councilman Luhring's

absence, Knetter reported that a pothole at the
corner of Main Street will need to be patched
and confirmed that the patch of grass near
Highway 52 is the City's responsibility. Coun-
cil members also discussed concerns about
overgrown weeds along the road edges and
on a vacant parcel across from the former
bank, noting that several complaints had been
received. The Clerk was directed to send a let-
ter to the property owner requesting that the
parcel be mowed. The City will also deter-
mine whether Ottomatic is available to mow
the area near Highway 52 or arrange for the
work to be completed using a tractor and side
mower if needed.
Social Media/Website – Councilman Hud-

dleston reported that there were no social
media or website updates.
Unfinished Business – None
New Business – The Council conducted its

required annual review of the City's Data
Practices Policy, as required by state law by
August 1. Knetter explained that the current
Data Practices Policy remains in effect, while
a separate email retention policy under con-
sideration would establish a 14-day retention
period for transitory emails that are not con-
sidered official records. Attorney Anna
Yunker clarified the distinction between a
data practices policy, which governs how the
public requests and accesses government
data, and a data retention policy, which estab-
lishes how long records are kept. She also
noted that the model policy provided by the
Minnesota Department of Administration is
optional and that state statute defines classifi-
cations of public, private, and confidential
data. Council members discussed the Clerk's
responsibility for determining which commu-
nications qualify as official records subject to
retention requirements. Councilmember Hud-
dleston suggested returning to the discussion
later in the meeting to allowAttorney Yunker
additional time to review the current policy.
The Council agreed to table the discussion
and revisit the matter later in the meeting.
The Council reviewed a quote to update the

City's Code of Ordinances books. Knetter ex-
plained that the proposed update would re-
place the existing binders with newly printed
volumes, even though only a small portion of
the ordinances have changed. He noted that
the current system of updating individual
pages in the binders remains effective and
questioned the need to incur the expense of
replacing the entire set. Council members dis-
cussed the availability of electronic copies of
the Code, including on the City's website, and
agreed that maintaining the ordinances elec-
tronically is more practical and allows up-
dates to be made easily. Following discussion,
the Council reached a consensus not to pro-
ceed with purchasing new printed ordinance
books.
The Council reviewed a list of overdue

water utility accounts. Knetter explained that
the Clerk is given broad discretion to work
with customers and establish payment plans

before delinquent accounts are brought to the
Council, with the goal of avoiding water shut-
offs whenever possible. The Clerk clarified
that delinquency notices had been sent to cus-
tomers but that shutoff notices had not yet
been issued. Following discussion, the Coun-
cil directed the Clerk to send shutoff notices to
delinquent customers while continuing to
work with them to establish payment plans
whenever possible to prevent service discon-
nections.
The Council considered a request from St.

Mathias for approval of a one-time gambling
license and liquor license for the annual Fun
Fest. Russell moved to approve both licenses,
and O'Connor seconded the motion. The mo-
tion carried unanimously.
The Council returned to discussion regard-

ing the City's Data Practices Policy. Attorney
Yunker advised that a closed session was
needed pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Sec-
tion 13D.05 for attorney-client privileged dis-
cussion. The Council approved a motion to
enter into closed session, with the motion
passing unanimously. Following the closed
session, the Council reconvened in open ses-
sion. Huddleston moved to approve the City's
existing policies and procedures under the
Minnesota Government Data Practices Act,
and O'Connor seconded the motion. The mo-
tion passed unanimously.
The Deputy provided an update on recent

scam attempts occurring throughout the
county, including individuals impersonating
construction workers, utility workers, or law
enforcement officers and requesting payment
through gift cards. The Deputy reminded res-
idents that legitimate agencies will not request
payment in gift card form or call individuals
to resolve warrants in this manner. The
Deputy also provided an update on the High-
way 50 construction project, noting that the
roadway remains restricted to local residents
and businesses with direct access, and that
other traffic must follow posted detours. The
Sheriff’s Office has increased enforcement ef-
forts, including issuing citations for unautho-
rized traffic through the closed area, which is
a misdemeanor offense. The Deputy reported
that traffic violations have decreased since en-
forcement began and encouraged residents to
follow detour signs and avoid the construction
area for safety reasons. The project is antici-
pated to continue through approximately Sep-
tember or October.
Adjournment - Motion by O’Conner, sec-

onded by Russell, to adjourn the meeting. All
voted in favor. None opposed. Motion passed
4-0. The meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Kelly Roan

***
HAMPTON CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL
MEETINGAND REGULARLY
SCHEDULED MEETING
AUGUST 18, 2026
The Hampton City Council met on Tuesday,

August 18, 2026, at Hampton City Hall for a
Special Hearing and the Regularly Scheduled
Meeting. Present were Mayor John Knetter
and Council Members Jerry Huddleston,
David Luhring, and Nick Russell. Council-
woman Erica O’Connor arrived at 6:55pm.
Also present were Chris Meyer, Treasurer,
Drew Bailey of Bolton & Menk, Attorney
Anna Yunker, and various Residents.
Special Hearing Called to Order – Mayor

Knetter called the Special Hearing to order at
6:30 p.m.
Chris Meyer reviewed the proposed

amended 2026 budget and the 2027 budget,

noting that the meeting packet included a
worksheet identifying all proposed changes.
For the amended 2026 budget, Meyer re-
ported reductions of $100,000 in bond princi-
pal and $72,642 in bond interest to reflect
debt payments that were made in December
2025 rather than January 2026. For the 2027
budget, Meyer presented a proposed overall
tax levy increase of approximately 3.19%,
with the general tax levy increasing by
$7,863, or 2.02%.
Other revenue adjustments included a

$2,500 reduction in rental fees because the
applicable fee occurs only in even-numbered
years, a $1,073 reduction in state grants and
aids, and a $12,000 reduction in projected
bulk sewer charges based on recent trends.
On the expenditure side, Meyer reviewed ad-
justments including reductions in general
fund dues and subscriptions, legal fees, build-
ing personnel costs, and sewer cleaning and
engineering expenses; increases in planning
and zoning, fire district expenses, mowing,
and water tower electrical costs; and the elim-
ination of personnel costs associated with
building cleaning because the work is now
contracted.
The Council discussed sewer line cleaning

and videotaping, noting that newer piping
does not require the same frequency of main-
tenance, and confirmed that no phosphorus
management project is currently planned for
2027. Meyer also noted that the City could
consider water and sewer rate adjustments in
January, as rates have not been increased
since 2023, although both funds are currently
in good financial condition. The Council dis-
cussed recovering water usage costs associ-
ated with outside use of City hydrants,
potential State Department of Health grants
for water system improvements and fluoride

equipment, and training budgets for the gen-
eral, water, and sewer funds.
The Council also discussed insurance cov-

erage for the new water tower, with the re-
placement project construction costs
expected to be just under $2 million. The
Council indicated that the new tower should
be insured for approximately $2 million, with
the former tower already removed from the
policy.
Meyer advised that the proposed budget

could still be adjusted before the September
meeting, when the Council is expected to for-
mally adopt the budget. He noted that reduc-
tions could continue to be made through
December, but increases could not be made
after the September adoption. Council mem-
bers expressed support for the proposed levy
and budget and had no additional questions.
Adjournment - Motion by Russell, sec-

onded by Knetter, to adjourn the special hear-
ing. All voted in favor. None opposed.
Motion passed 4-0. The meeting adjourned at
6:53 p.m.
Regular Meeting Called to Order –

Mayor Knetter called the regular meeting to
order at 7:00 p.m.
Disclosure of Interest – None
Approval of July 14, 2026 Regular Meeting

Minutes – Motion by Luhring, seconded by
Huddleston, to approve the July 14, 2026 reg-
ular meeting minutes. All voted in favor.
None opposed. Motion passed 5-0.
Approval of Disbursements - Motion by

Russell, seconded by Luhring, to approve the
disbursements. All voted in favor. None op-
posed. Motion passed 5-0.
Public Comments: Mike Thurmes raised

concerns regarding potholes and other holes
in the roads, noting that he had previously

HAMPTON CITY COUNCIL
(continued from page 11)

Castle Rock 
 Agency

 27925 Danville Avenue
 Castle Rock, MN

 Phone: 651-463-7590
 Email: 

 michelle.kreisler@castlerockbank.net

 Nelson 
 Agency
 119 4th Street

 Cannon Falls, MN
 Phone: 507-263-3812

 Email:
 info@nelsoninsurancecf.com

 Freeberg 
 Agency

 100 4th Street North
 Cannon Falls, MN

 Phone: 507-263-4276
 Email:

 info@freebergins.com

 Ins Brokers of  
 Cannon Falls
 106 4th Street North
 Cannon Falls, MN

 Phone: 507-263-5100
 Email:

 v.dungan@insurancebrokersmn.com

 Northfield 
 Agency

 711 Division Street S
 Northfield, MN

 Phone: 507-645-8861
 Email:

 nfldins@hotmail.com

 Haggerty 
 Agency

 1206 North Frontage Road
 Hastings, MN

 Phone: 651-437-5410
 Email:

 service@juliehaggerty.com

 Flom Agency
 118 4th Street North
 Cannon Falls, MN

 Phone: 507-263-2020
 Email:

 connie@flomins.com

COMMUNITY GROWN 
 INSURANCE

 We’ve Got Your
 Family’s Back

 Personalized insurance solutions 
 to protect your family’s future
 and security, no matter what.

www.vsgmi.com   

(continued on page 13)
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Local Government / Opinion
HAMPTON CITY COUNCIL
(continued from page 12)

YES!
 I would like a volunteer subscription to the Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger

 Includes Online Access. Email Address Required for Online Access.

Please enclose a $34.00 or $39.00 check payable to Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger.
 Mail this form to: Randolph-Hampton-Castle Rock Messenger Business & Subscription Office

 PO Box 125, Dennison, MN 55018.

 Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Phone No. 

Email 

$34.00 (In  55065-9577, 55031 & 55010 Zip Code Areas)
$39.00 (Outside  55065-9577, 55031 & 55010 Zip Code Areas)

To the Editor:
For my next State Senator, I want someone who speaks about purpose with authenticity.

Someone with a genuine interest in his neighbors and their well-being. Someone who can
listen without preconceptions or interruptions. Someone with empathy for others.
I long for someone who will work to restore faith in the governing process. Someone I

can trust. Someone who will keep his word. Someone who is not simply a mouthpiece for
someone else’s agenda.
Mark Legvold is a person who exhibits those qualities that I value. He is a farmer, a vet-

eran and a former teacher. I believe that he will work to restore the recent draconian cuts
to Medicaid. He will push back on the targeted actions of the federal government against
the state of Minnesota. He will do all he can to protect our waters from predatory devel-
opers. Mark will resist the racial attacks on our immigrant families and he will be a voice
for farmers and others in rural Minnesota.
It’s not an overstatement to say that this election is critical for the future of Minnesota

and all Minnesotans. I want Mark Legvold to represent me and my neighbors in Senate
District 58. Please join me in voting for Mark Legvold on November 3.
Dan Bergeson
7409 320th St. W., Northfield, MN 55057

brought the issue to the Council’s attention
with photographs but had not observed any
corrective action.
Thurmes also asked whether the City in-

tended to address the use of Jake brakes.
Mayor Knetter explained that the City has an
existing noise ordinance and has requested
that Dakota County conduct enforcement pa-
trols. Thurmes specifically pointed out several
holes in the alley near the bar and encouraged
the City to inspect road conditions throughout
town. The Council thanked Thurmes for his
comments.
Adam Siebenaler was also present regarding

a gambling matter for the Sportsman Club.
Councilman Luhring made a motion to add
the matter to the New Business portion of the
agenda. Councilwoman O’Connor seconded
the motion, and the motion passed unani-
mously.
Petitions, Requests, and Communica-

tions: Mayor Knetter reported that a street
sign at the corner of Cardinal Court and Bel-
mont Street needs repair. He stated that he
would attempt to repair the sign and, if unable
to do so, would remove it. Mayor Knetter also
addressed an inquiry from NorthfieldWiFi re-
garding leasing space on the City’s water
tower, stating that the City is not currently ac-
cepting proposals for leasing space on the
water tower.A representative from Northfield
WiFi acknowledged the information.
Ordinances and Resolutions – None

Reports of Officers, Boards,
and Committees:

Engineer Report – Drew Bailey of Bolton
& Menk provided an update on current proj-

ects. The water tower improvement project is
substantially complete, with miscellaneous
punch-list items continuing to be addressed;
no pay application was submitted this month.
The Dakota County 47 pavement preserva-
tion project, including the county mill and
overlay, has reached substantial completion.
Bailey also provided an update on the

MnDOT Highway 50 Hampton to Douglas
Township project, noting that Highway 50 re-
mains closed in both directions between
Highway 52 and Highway 61 through late
August, with access to local businesses and
residences maintained. Following reopening
of that segment, Highway 50 is anticipated to
close between Hinton Avenue and Holt Av-
enue, with Hogan Avenue also closed be-
tween just north and just south of Highway
50, approximately from late August through
September. Mayor Knetter asked Bailey to
relay to Brad that the mowing had been taken
care of.
Water / Sewer Report –Mayor Knetter re-

ported no updates on Water and Sewer
Park Report – Councilman Russell pro-

vided an update on the water tower pavilion
project and reviewed two options for the de-
teriorated pavilion top. The first option, from
a metal fabricator, is approximately $25,000
to construct a replica of the existing top while
retaining, sandblasting, repainting, and mod-
ifying the existing legs. Concrete work is not
included in that estimate, and Russell esti-
mated an additional $5,000–$6,000 for the
concrete work. The second option is approx-
imately $25,000 and would include the con-
crete work while salvaging, patching, and
refinishing the existing top.
Russell noted that the existing top is in poor

condition, with extensive pitting and numer-
ous holes, and expressed concern about the
appearance and long-term durability of re-
pairing it. The Council discussed the impor-
tance of preserving the historical character of
the pavilion while also considering the con-
dition, appearance, durability, and cost of the
two options. No decision was made, and Rus-
sell will obtain more formal information and
estimates for further Council consideration.
Street Report – Councilman Luhring re-

ported that he is working with the City Clerk
to obtain a quote for epoxy spray patching of
potholes on Main Street and in the alleys. He
noted that the holes on Main Street have pre-
viously been cold patched multiple times and
that the spray patching method has been reli-
able in the past. Mayor Knetter indicated sup-
port for obtaining the quote.
Social Media/Website – Councilman Hud-

dleston reported that there were no social
media or website updates.
Unfinished Business – The Council re-

viewed the City’s data practices policy,
which is required to be reviewed annually in
August. No changes were proposed, and the
Council unanimously approved the data prac-
tices policy. The Council then discussed the
draft email use policy, including procedures
for handling City-related emails received
through personal email accounts, clarifica-
tion regarding email retention, and language
distinguishing government records from non-

government communications. Anna Yunker
agreed to work with the City Clerk to incor-
porate the suggested revisions and present an
updated draft for further consideration.
The Council also discussed a proposal from

American Legal Publishing for digital ordi-
nance hosting at an annual cost of $695. The
Council determined the service would be re-
dundant because the City already maintains
digital records of ordinance changes and de-
clined the proposal.
New Business – The Council considered a

gambling permit application for the Sports-
man Club. Adam Siebenaler explained that
the permit is for a public raffle associated
with the club’s annual “meat shoot,” which
includes shooting competitions and raffle
tickets available to the public, with approxi-
mately 50 participants from other clubs at-
tending the event. The Council discussed the
location of the club’s property and confirmed
that the clubhouse is located within city lim-
its.
A motion was made and seconded to ap-

prove the gambling permit for the Sportsman
Club. The motion passed unanimously.
Adjournment - Motion by Luhring, sec-

onded by Russell, to adjourn the meeting.All
voted in favor. None opposed. Motion passed
5-0. The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Kelly Roan

*Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are
not necessarily those of The Messenger.
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Steel, Farm Machinery,
 Car Bodies, Aluminum, 

 Copper, Batteries, 
 Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

 June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408
 www.ldrecycling.com

Tatge
 Jewelry

 Awards By Tatge
 Celebrating 51 Years

 of Business
 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN

 (507) 789-6522

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue
 651-923-4441

 Lodermeiers.net

 • Machinery Storage
 • Commercial
 • Livestock Buildings
 • Garages

SIFT  (SAVE IT
 FROM

 TRASH)

 THRIFT STORE
 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
 Saturday 9am to 5pm

 DOUG AND MARY KLATT
 Call us today!

 507.259.2386

• Tires
 • Wheel alignments
 • Steering & suspension
 • Brake repair
 • A/C maintenance
 • Batteries

641 S Main Wanamingo
 507-824-2710

Todd Ryan
 651-764-5590

 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com
 Goodhue, MN
 Branch Office

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm
 Sat 10am-3pm

 Closed Sundays and major holidays
 530 2nd St. Kenyon
 507-789-5622

Shop the
 Kenyon Thrift Store
 often to enjoy our
 monthly variety of 

 discounts!

COUNTRY GOODS

 OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm
 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna • View/Like us on Facebook

 507-451-5661

 ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABELA’S

 INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
 HOME DECOR

 LAWN DECORATIONS
 UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

 OVER 100 CHOCOLATE 
 DELICACIES HANDMADE

 IN STORE!
SWEETESTPLACE INTOWN

UNIQUE
CANDIES

* Over 40 Years Experience
 * Residential
 * Farm
 * Commercial

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN
 Ph: 507-633-6355

 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
 for your next real estate transaction

 or loan closing.

Largest Antique Store
 in Dodge County

 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
 507-635-5554
 Facebook@

 MantorvilleSquareAntiques

Full Line of Square Tubes, 
 Channels, Angle,

 Flat & Pipes

 Shearing, Cutting and 
 Bending

 61154 190th St Dodge Center
 507-374-2524

•• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •• DDuunnddaass•• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •• DDuunnddaass• Bellechester • Castle Rock • Claremont • Dennison • Dodge Center • Dundas
•• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo•• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo• Goodhue • Hampton • Kenyon • Mazeppa • Nerstrand • Randolph • Wanamingo

•• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss•• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss• West Concord • Zumbro Falls

BBuussiinneessssBBuussiinneessssBusiness
LLiinnkkLLiinnkkLink

LARGEST
GIFT STORE

IN
SO. MN!

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

 F AHNING &
ASSOCIATES LLC.

Licensed Life And Health 
 Insurance Agent

 35 West Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

 (507) 374-6342
 Life • LTCI • Employee Benefits

 Health Insurance • MNsure Certified Agency

BETH S.
 FAHNING -H ANGGL

 AGENT #46786

Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice

 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Specializing in
 Farm Equipment Repair
 Authorized      Dealer

 DOT Inspections/Welding
 507-789-6321

502 Huseth Street, Kenyon

 Kenyon NAPA Store
 507-789-5254

Bruce Freerksen
 (507) 273-9110

 brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com
 West Concord, MN

PLACE
 YOUR AD

 ON
 THIS PAGE

 Call Terry at
 507-951-7417

 or 
 Email:

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Cat Country 
 Tire LLC

 Online tire ordering is now available on our website!

 www.catcountrytire.com
 Stop in or call 651-380-8731

 for service.

Jon Harvey & Bradley Marking, Owners
 Serving Bellechester, Goodhue & Surrounding Communities

 ON-SITE OR IN-STORE
 TIRE SERVICE

 OTR/Farm/Truck/SUV/ATV

 AGRICULTURAL TRACK SALES 
 AND INSTALLATION
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SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!

News, Photos, Events...
Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: SOLAR SYSTEM
ACROSS
1. Ancient Peruvian
5. Hit the slopes
8. Bro or sis
11. Thomas the Engine's warning
12. *Sun, e.g.
13. Twist and distort
15. Carpenter's groove
16. *Jupiter's inner "ring"
17. MC Hammer's "2 ____ 2 Quit"
18. *It makes up the majority of Jupiter's mass
20. Narrative poem
21. "When ____ Cry" by Prince
22. Louisville Slugger
23. Chase
26. Puffy cloud
30. Nurses' org.
31. Frozen drink
34. Ricci of fashion
35. Same as climate
37. Buddy Holly's "Peggy ____"
38. Knight's breastplate
39. Flying toy
40. a.k.a. pennant
42. Possesses
43. Appetizer
45. Like certain pine
47. Large edible mushroom
48. ____-Arts, or fine arts
50. Disparaging remark
52. *The largest moon in the Solar System
55. *Jupiter's Great Red Spot
56. Up it in poker
57. Exclamation of disgust
59. Famous diarist Samuel ____
60. Like decorated cake
61. Reply from a tunnel
62. Tarzan's adoptive dad
63. Neither here ____ there
64. Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence, acr.

DOWN
1. It would
2. Master of ark
3. Buffalo Bill's last name
4. In conflict (2 words)
5. Coach-and-four
6. Type of leaf cabbage, pl.
7. *Reason for Mars' redness
8. Kind of palm
9. Author Murdoch
10. Sandwich with acronym name
12. Snow mover
13. Flash of light
14. *Farthest planet from sun in our Solar
System
19. Make awake
22. Opposite of vend
23. Gets ready for a trip
24. Dark
25. Indian restaurant yogurt staple
26. ____ Zhen in "Fist of Fury"
27. *The Solar System spans roughly 1.6
____-years
28. Uniate church member
29. Impudent
32. ____-friendly
33. *Center of the Solar System
36. *The smallest planet
38. Per ____, or yearly
40. Vigor
41. Approved
44. 4 years for a U.S. President, pl.
46. Daisies
48. Bench in Mexico
49. Larger key on the right
50. Pas in ballet
51. Between trot and gallop
52. Effect of pain?
53. Mussolini, with Il
54. Not counterfeit
55. Relaxation location
58. Ornamental pond dweller
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See Castle Rock Bank for all your
 home improvement loan needs!
 Our competitive rates make it a great time

 to plan that fall project.

 Planning a  Fall Project ?

You know us.  We know you.

 CASTLE ROCK BANK
 HOURS: 7:30 AM TO 4:00 PM WEEKDAYS

 RANDOLPH
 507.403.2777

CASTLE ROCK
 651.463.7590

FARMINGTON
 651.463.4014

www.castlerockbank.net

• Home Equity Loans
 • Car Loans
 • Construction Loans
 • IRAs & CDs

 • Checking Accounts
 • Mortgages
 • Savings Accounts
 • Real Time Online Banking

COMMUNITY BANKING FOR INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES
• Mobile App
 • Local Decision Making
 • Competitive Rates




