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• We Install Lift Pumps
 • Opening Sewer Lines
 • Tank Finder

 We Service
 Dennison

 & Nerstrand

Announcements
• Dennison City Council meetings are

held the first Thursday of every month at
6:00 p.m. (continued on page 2)

Nerstrandumc.org • facebook: Nerstrand United Methodist Church

Lunch Menu:
 Hot Beef Sandwiches, Pasta Salad

 Chicken Wild Rice Soup
 Pie/Cake/Ice Cream

 Thrift Clothing
 Silent Auction of Select Items
 Puzzles, Books and More...

At the 2026 national meeting of the Na-
tional Association of County Agricultural
Agents (NACAA) Chuck Schwartau,
Goodhue, MN, was one of four members
nationwide named to the association’s Hall
of Fame.
During his 38 years with University of

MN Extension, Chuck served various roles.

Chuck Schwartau
Named to NACAA
Hall of Fame

Hall of Fame Presentation: JJ Jones,
NACAA President, Chuck Schwartau,
Carol Schwartau

Highway 56 and
Goodhue County Road 9
converted to
four-way stop Sept. 21

(continued on page 11)

Nerstrand United Methodist Church will
host it's annual Fall Festival, Saturday, Oct.
3rd, from 10 am - 1 pm. The event includes
the sale of home and holiday decor, bake and
produce sale, thrift clothing, a silent auction
of select items and a hearty lunch. The menu
includes hot beef sandwiches, chicken wild
rice soup, pasta salad, homemade pie and
cake. All are welcome to this fun event.

Nerstrand United Methodist
Church Fall Festival Oct. 3

(continued on page 8)

Contract crews have been replacing aging power poles around Dennison this summer, in-
cluding most recently in the alley behind Fireside Lounge and Cattlemen’s Saloon. X-Cel
interrupted power in those and other areas around town to complete the project.

X-Cel Energy Utility Work continues in Dennison

Nerstrand Night Out will take place on Sat-
urday, October 3, 2026 at the Nerstrand Fire
Hall.
All proceeds benefit the Nerstrand Elemen-

tary Charter School. The event begins at 5
PM, with food from Nerstrand Meats, music,

a live and silent auction, cash bar and lots of
fun! Advance Tickets are on sale now for
just $20.00 and are available from any Ner-

Nerstrand Night Out coming up Saturday, October 3rd

MN DOT installed new signage on High-
way 56 and County Road 9 east of Denni-
son on Monday September 21st, 2026
converting the intersection to a four-way
stop.

strand School Family. Tickets will be $25.00
at the door on the day of the event.

Chris Olson returns to Dennison in October
blending the old with the new in his tribute
show, The King & Crooners Show at The
Sapphire Event Room . Chris has entertained
for many years each fall in Dennison and this
year, his show expands to not only include
his Elvis tribute, but also a tribute to Frank
Sinatra, Dean Martin, Bobby Darin and
more. Showtime is 7 PM on Saturday Octo-
ber 10th. Advance Tickets are available at
Fireside Lounge. Stop in or Call 507-645-

9992. Cattlemens Saloon will host a End Of
Season Car Show from 10 am - 3 pm , with
Trophies Awarded at 3 PM . Registration be-
gins at 8 AM, with gift bags for the first 30
registered cars, a Pin-Up Girl contest and DJ
Entertainment all day. For more information,
contact Cattlemens Saloon in Dennison.

The King & Crooners Show and End of Season
Car Show October 10th in Dennison
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LUTHERAN
Dennison Lutheran Community Church

 Pastor Dwaine Sutherland  Office: 507-645-6042
 P.O. Box 117, Dennison, MN  55018

 Website: www.dennisonvang.org

 Vang Lutheran Church
 507-789-5186

 www.dennisonvang.org
 Rural Dennison

 Weekly Sunday Service 9:00a.m.

 Gol Lutheran
 Joe Jorgensen, Pastor

 507-838-2100
 Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.

 Grace Lutheran, Nerstrand
 Dwaine Sutherland, Pastor; Mike Ahrens S.A.M.

 Service 9 a.m.; Coffee Hour 10:00 a.m.
 Sunday School 10:15 a.m.

 Emmanuel Lutheran
 9:00a.m. Sunday School
 10:00a.m. Coffee Time

 10:30a.m. Worship Service

 Hegre Lutheran
 Pastor Chris Brekke

 Sunday School 9:15a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

 Moland Lutheran
 507-456-4242

 Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.

 First Ev. Lutheran, Kenyon
 David J. Chatelaine, Pastor
 Sunday 9:00 a.m. worship

 Wangen Prairie Lutheran Church LCMC
 Shannon Bauer, Pastor

 24289 Cty. 24 Blvd., Cannon Falls
 Sunday Worship at 9:00a.m. followed by fellowship.

 Thursday Bible Study at 9:00a.m.
E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.

 to the Mainstreet Messenger at: 
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY
 The Heart Command

 I would not have known what coveting really was if 
 the law had not said, “You shall not covet.”

 — Romans 7:7
 Most people agree that the commandments we have 

 been discussing lately—about promoting justice, 
 honesty, respect for others and their property, and 
 more—offer clear, practical boundaries for living 
 together in society. Guidelines like these are found in 
 all kinds of societies around the world.

 We might even think, like many of God’s people in 
 ancient Israel did, that keeping these commands is 
 possible. But the law doesn’t satisfy God’s 
 requirements for our hearts. The apostle Paul painfully 
 realized this when he wrestled with the darkness in his 
 own heart. Though he thought he had been able to keep 
 these commandments through his actions, he was cut to 
 the heart when he read, “You shall not covet.” God 
 commands that we show love not only through our 
 actions but also with our hearts. By this standard, we 
 are all guilty of failing to love others.

 Thankfully, our heart problem can be solved. “While 
 we were still sinners,” Paul writes in Romans 5:8, 
 “Christ died for us.” Jesus is the only one who could 
 ever satisfy the demands of God’s law for perfect 
 obedience and love. And since we are forgiven through 
 Jesus’ sacrifice for our sake, the Holy Spirit gives us 
 new hearts directed toward loving God and our 
 neighbors.

 Our new life in Christ moves us beyond mere 
 outward obedience. By trusting Jesus, our restless 
 hearts find true satisfaction in him alone, so that we can 
 truly love others. 

 Jesus, thank you for rescuing us. By your Spirit, fill 
 our hearts so that we can love others as you have 
 loved us. Amen.

METHODIST
Nerstrand United Methodist

 Gary Liker, Pastor
 507-330-0025

 Worship 9:00a.m.

 Stanton United Methodist
 Rev. Tom Countryman

 Church Phone 507-321-3598
 Worship 10:15a.m.

ST. JOHNS UNITED 
 CHURCH OF CHRIST

(Wheeling Township) 19086 Jacobs Ave., Faribault
 Gary Liker, Pastor

 507-330-0025
 www.stjohnsunitedchurchofchrist.info

 Sunday School 9:30a.m.; Worship 10:30a.m.

NEW LIFE CHURCH
525 Beverly St., Wanamingo

 9:00a.m. Sunday School for all ages;
 10:00a.m. Worship Service

 7:00p.m. Small Group Bible Studies - Sun.

HOLDEN AND DALE
 LUTHERAN CHURCHES, ELCA

Pastor Dustin Haider
 507-789-6677 

 holdendalesecretary@gmail.com
 Holden: 6949 County 30 Blvd, Kenyon 

 Dale: 9210 County 12 Blvd, Kenyon
 www.holdenlutheranchurch.org

 Holden/Dale on Facebook
 Holden Lutheran Church on Facebook

 Worship Services
September 27:

 Holden 9:00a.m.; Dale 11:00a.m.
 October 4:

 Dale 9:00a.m.; Holden 11:00a.m.713 Division St S, Northfield, MN 55057
 Contact Us: hello@northfieldcc.org

 https://www.northfieldcc.org/
 10:30 am Worship Service (10:00 am in summer)

 9:15am Sunday School 

NORTHFIELD
 COMMUNITY CHURCH

Mainstreet Publishing
P.O. Box 125

Dennison, MN 55018
Phone/Text 507-649-3327

Fax 507-645-9878
www.dennisonmn.com
www.nerstrandmn.com
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Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
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Announcements
(continued from page 1)
• The Hiawatha Valley Genealogy Society

meets on the second Tuesday of each month
at 10:00 a.m. at the Goodhue County History
Center, 1166 Oak St., RedWing, MN. The so-
ciety welcomes participants of all ages and gen-
ders who are interested in discovering,
researching, or expanding their knowledge of
their family’s ancestors.Whether you are just be-
ginning or have years of experience, the group
offers a supportive environment to help you
build your genealogy skills and connect with
others who share your interest. Your first meet-
ing is complimentary!
• The Little Free Food Pantry is open and

needs your donations. The Little Free Food
Pantry is located by Dennison City Hall be-
hind the big sign. Paper products: paper towels,
toilet paper, kleenex. Personal care items: soap,
toothbrushes,pads/tampons, diapers/wipes, de-
odorant, chapstick, hats, gloves, scarves, hand-
warmers. Nonperishable foods: boxed/bagged
grains/beans, rice, couscous, quinoa, red beans,
white beans, dry pasta, bagged pasta meals, mac
‘n cheese, hot and cold cereal, snack crackers,
dried fruits, granola bars.
• The Nerstrand City Council meets the sec-

ond Tuesday of every month at 7p.m. at the Ner-
strand City Hall. Office hours are: Wednesdays
9:30-11:30a.m. and Thursdays 6:00-8:00p.m.
Other times available per request, 507-332-8000.
October 13 meeting rescheduled to Oct. 6. No-
vember 10 meeting rescheduled to Nov. 4. De-
cember 8 meeting - no change.
• Wednesday Wear, Nerstrand United

Methodist Church hours areWednesdays 1 - 5
and Saturdays 9 - 12. Women's, men's and chil-
dren's clothing, shoes, accessories, linens, toys
and books. All things are free with donations ac-
cepted. Come and see what we have!
• Warsaw Township Meeting is held the 2nd

Monday of each month at the Warsaw Township
Hall. Meeting time is 6:00p.m.
• The Wheeling Township meeting will be

held on the second Monday of each month at
8:00p.m. at the Wheeling Township Hall. Con-
tact Rebecca Vergin, Township Clerk.

Do you have an announcement? Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

(continued on page 3)

ByAshley Dudek,
founder of Isaiah Ministries, bringing
Biblical teaching to help overcome

life's everyday challenges.
www.isaiahministries.cc

How Do I
Start Reading

the Bible?

Beep. Buzz. Beep. Buzz. Jack’s phone
alarm goes off, and the vibrating of it makes
the phone push right off the nightstand. The
phone plonks down on a stack of dirty laun-
dry. The early 5:30 a.m. rise did not bother
him like every other morning, because this
morning it was his birthday. Even though
Jack is in his mid-twenties, he still gets ex-
cited for this special day.
Jack rolls out of bed, grabs some leftover

pizza from the fridge for breakfast, does a
quick shave, walks the dog, drops off the rent

check, and heads to work. A couple times
throughout his workday he becomes almost
like a child as he thinks, “I wonder what
Mom got me for my birthday?! I can’t wait to
have her chicken alfredo and that German
chocolate cake that oozes over with frost-
ing!”
Jack sits down to have lunch with his

coworkers, and his sister fromAlabama texts,
“Happy birthday, brother! Jesus loves you!”
Jack smirks as he thinks, “Jesus, whatever.”
He texts back, “Thanks, Susie, I love you!”
Another text rolls in fromMom. “Hi sweetie,
Happy Birthday! So happy that God gave me
YOU for my son!” He rolls his eyes, yet with
kind fingertips Jack replies, “Thanks, Mom.
Can’t wait to see you!”
Jack’s shift ends, and with an eager hop he

gets into his car and makes his way to his
mom’s. As Nirvana plays over his dusty
speakers, Jack starts to think about his father,
who passed from suicide when Jack was just
ten years old. “I wonder what it would have
been like if he was still here . . .” Jack’s heart
sinks as he takes the last few drags from his
cigarette. The smell of those Marlboros al-
ways reminds him of his dad. He pulls into
his childhood driveway, and his mom is prac-
tically jumping off the deck with joy. Jack’s
excitement returns as quick as a heartbeat.
Jack smiles, turns down Cobain, and

quickly pops a mint. He knows his mom dis-
likes his music and is not very fond of him
still smoking. This does not bother Jack,
though. He knows his mom has his best inter-
ests at heart.
Dinner comes and passes; it is scrumptious

as always. Then comes the birthday gift.

Jack’s inner child is definitely front and cen-
ter as he grabs the bright blue gift bag that
has way too many ribbons of dark blue and
bright white.
He breaks through the packaging and un-

wraps the gift.
Jack knows instantly what this is. He pulls

deep down into the core of his being to grab
his happy voice and looks up, saying, “Wow,
Mom, a Bible,” with the fakest smile on his
face. Jack thinks in the back of his mind,
“What the heck am I going to do with this?”
He doesn’t let the annoying gift bother him,
though. He and his mom then have some of
that warm cake with vanilla ice cream as they
watch the golden sun set.
As Jack got home and stepped into his

apartment, he greeted his sweet dog and put
that blue bag (with the Bible in it) on a high
shelf in his hallway closet. He never took it
down. Five years went by, and his sweet
mother passed. He came home from the fu-
neral to the same apartment, with every pos-
sible feeling floating in his inner being.
He took off his suit coat and pulled open the

closet. Out of the corner of his eye, he saw
the bright blue bag from five birthdays ago.
He took a step back not only with his feet but
his mind too. He stood up on his tiptoes,
reached far back with his hands, and pulled
forward that gift bag.
Tears welled in his eyes as he grabbed the

leather-bound Bible. His mother had in-
scribed his name in the lower left corner;
Jack never noticed that until this day. Jack
made his way to his small dining room table
and opened the Good Book.
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How Do I
Start Reading

the Bible?
(continued from page 2)

www.hoo.cpa
 Call: 507-534-3837

 Email: info@hoo.cpa
 100 4th Ave, Suite 1, Plainview, MN 55964

 From expert tax prep to streamlined bookkeeping, we can help. 
 Call us today!

 Jolene Harvey, CPA • Michael Oliver, CPA • Ben Opsahl, Enrolled Agent • Colton Burke, CPA

 Our Services
 • Business & Personal Tax Service
 • Tax Planning
 • Bookkeeping & Payroll

 • Financial Statement Preparation
 • Business Consulting
 • QuickBooks Pro Advisors

 Serving clients in Plainview, Rochester, Zumbrota, St. Charles, Lake City & surrounding areas
 • Agricultural tax return preparation/bookkeeping/payroll

there have been a few hiccups along the way
in your life, but nothing is too big for God.
Nothing.
Jesus loves you, Jack. He loves you more

than you will ever know. He is not mad at
you. I am obviously not mad at you. Dad was
not mad at you either. And with what hap-
pened with your dad, that was not on Jesus,
my sweet son. That was Dad’s free will. No
shame, no guilt.
The words in the Book that is in the midst

of you right now, Jack, are life-giving. If you
take time to know Jesus and His Word (the
Bible), it will radically transform you. Jesus
changes everything.
I know you so well that I realize it might be

years before you actually read this letter and
potentially the Bible. If you do choose to pick

up this beautiful Book, here’s a little guid-
ance in how to start reading it.
Where do you start reading the Bible? Read

the book of John and read some of the Psalms
simultaneously. Perhaps one chapter of John
and one Psalm a day.
What happens if something you read does

not make sense?A lot of things will not make
sense right away. This is okay! Take your
questions and turn that into studying the
Bible. Get your hands on a good commen-
tary; that will help.
What if you skip a whole bunch of days

reading the Bible? No worries! Just pick up
where you left off. Jesus is not legalistic.
Can you talk to Jesus? YES! Tell Jesus

everything on your heart, including the things
you read about in the Bible. Tell Him all the

things that excite, confuse, and even make
you upset. Do not hold anything back from
Him.
Will Jesus speak to you back? YES! When

Jesus speaks, He will speak with the Bible or
the principles of the Word. The more you are
in the Bible, the more confident you will be
of His voice. Also, Jesus will speak with the
tone of the Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22–
23). He will never speak with condemnation,
guilt, or shame.
What if you do not feel Jesus? You may not

always feel the Lord, but that does not mean
He is not there. Trust the Bible and what it
says, not your feelings.
What kinds of things does the Bible say?

The Bible says so many things! Here are a
few of my favorites:
You are loved: Ephesians 3:14–19
When you make a big oopsie (aka sin): 1

John 1:9
When you are sad: Psalm 34
When you are angry: Genesis 4:6–7
Needing guidance: Isaiah 55
Needing reassurance: Joshua 1:9
You can have salvation through Jesus: Ro-

mans 10:9–10
With love, Mom.
Jack, with continued watery eyes, kissed his

mother’s note. He started reading John 1 and
Psalm 1 that very night and has never stopped
reading the Bible. If you are not sure where
to start in the Bible, just like Jack, do what his
mom says. These words from Jack’s mom can
be for you too. My sweet friends, Jesus loves
you more than you will ever know. Blessings,
Ashley

A letter was inside the Bible, another thing
Jack had not seen. He opened the cream enve-
lope and read the note inside:
Sweet Jack,
My lovely boy who I love more than any-

thing in the whole world (aside from Susan),
you are the most talented young man full of
compassion, love, kindness, and joy. I know

Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law   
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice
 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com
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Harriet Wiederholt
Harriet Wiederholt, a cornerstone of the

Miesville community
and the beloved ma-
triarch of theWieder-
holt family, passed
away peacefully on
Tuesday evening,
August 25, 2026, at
the age of 102. A
woman of unshake-
able faith, profound
kindness, and fierce

work ethic, Harriet leaves behind a legacy
beautifully woven into her family she loved
unconditionally.
Born at home in Douglas Township on Au-

gust 21, 1924, to John and Jeanette (Schaffer)
Weber, Harriet Catherine was raised on a 120-
acre farm. Though she quickly discovered that
farm work "wasn’t fit for girls" and resolved
early on to build a life in town, her rural up-
bringing instilled in her a lifelong resilience.
Academically gifted, she graduated from
Hastings High School at just 16 years old, fol-
lowed by attending the Minneapolis Business
College, where she furthered her business
knowledge that would be invaluable in her ca-
reer.
Harriet’s natural aptitude for business and

leadership came to define her adult life.
Alongside her beloved husband, Sylvester
"Cy" Wiederholt, whom she married on June
6, 1946, they laid the foundation for Wieder-
holt’s Supper Club in Miesville, Minnesota.
Following Cy's untimely passing, Harriet
proved her incredible strength by managing
and operating three thriving local businesses
started by Cy: the Supper Club, Vendrite, a
600-machine vending operation, and some
Red Wing Shoe Stores.
For decades, she has been the iconic face

and heart of Wiederholt's Supper Club. Posi-
tioned at the front door, she greeted genera-
tions of guests with an authentic smile,
making every diner feel like a member of her
own family. Her fierce work ethic was never
bound by age; she took immense pride in her
work and led by example, eventually passing

the restaurant down to her sons, John and
Charlie; John and Charlie later passed along
the business to Charlie’s son and daughter-
in-law, Jesse and Becky Wiederholt. Seeing
the restaurant remain in the family gave Har-
riet great pride and comfort.
Harriet’s life was deeply rooted in her

Catholic faith and the daily practice of the
Rosary. It was this unwavering faith that gave
her the strength to navigate profound per-
sonal losses, accepting the deaths of her hus-
band Cy, her sons George and Gary, her
grandchildren Kelly and Jenny and her son-
in-law Gordy Sanders with grace, holding
onto the belief that all things rest in God’s
plan.
Though a tireless businesswoman, family

always came first. Her home was famously
transformed into a magical "Winter Wonder-
land" every Christmas, a tradition her grand-
children and great-grandchildren will always
treasure. Harriet was also known for her calm
composure at the card table, her sharp in-
stincts, her talent as a left-handed golfer and
bowler, her exceptional home-cooked meals,
and her quiet, non-judgmental acceptance of
everyone she encountered.
She was preceded in death by her parents;

husband, Cy; sons, George and Gary; sib-
lings, Bernard, Jerry, Alberta Horsch, John
"Jack", Jim, and Ann McGree; granddaugh-
ters, Kelly Kochendorfer and Jenny Wieder-
holt-Pine; and by her son-in-law, Gordy
Sanders.
Harriet is survived by her loving children,

Jan (Bob), Charlie (Cheryl), John (Missy),
Paul (Tammy), along with a large, adoring
family of grandchildren, Jay (Bradley), Cory
(Ami), Jesse (Becky), Lindsay (Chris), Hallie

(Betsy), Talli (Joe) and great-grandchildren,
nieces, nephews, and friends who will for-
ever carry her lessons of kindness, humility,
and hard work.
Mass of Christian Burial was held 10:30

a.m. Friday, September 4, 2026, at St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Miesville. FatherAndrew
Brinkman and Father Michael Tix concele-
brated. Interment followed in the parish
cemetery.
Family and friends were cordially invited

to a visitation from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. Thurs-
day evening, and for one hour prior to Mass
on Friday morning, all at the church.
In lieu of flowers, Harriet's family requests

memorials be made to St. Joseph Catholic
Church or to Hastings Health and Senior Liv-
ing in Hastings in memory of Harriet.
Arrangements are being completed by

Starkson Family Life Celebration Chapel of
Hastings.

Dolly Parton
"Global icon and humanitarian, Dolly Parton, known to the world as a beloved singer,

songwriter, philanthropist, actress, playwright, and author
died peacefullyAugust 25, 2026 in Nashville, Tennessee.
She was 80 years old.
Dolly is preceded in death by her beloved husband of 59

years Carl Thomas Dean (1942 – 2025), her mother Avie
Lee Caroline Owens (1923 – 2003), and father, Robert
Lee Parton, Sr. (1921 – 2000).
A rhinestone life that shone bright enough for the world

to see, Dolly will forever stand as an inspiration not only
through her timeless music and prolific songwriting, but
also her wit, warmth, and kindness that made us all feel
like family. Dolly Parton’s legacy is one of love, compas-

sion, and resilience. With a seven-decade career, she inspired multiple generations of
artists and fans with her music and an unwavering commitment to making the world a bet-
ter place. Her songs will continue to resonate with people of all ages, and her philanthropic
work will have a lasting impact.
At Dolly’s request, a small, private service was held for immediate family. Dolly’s fans

and friends from around the world are encouraged to pay tribute to Dolly on social media
by tagging @DollyParton or by leaving a message at www.dollyparton.com
In lieu of flowers the family asks for donations to be made to Dolly Parton’s Imagination

Library at www.imaginationlibrary.com"
Credit: Dolly Parton Social Media

Registered nurse and certified
 foot care nurse will trim your nails

 in your home. 

 Joyful Feet Footcare
 Phone: 507 -475 -1434 (okay to text)

 Email: joyfulfeet@yahoo.com

Do you 
 need help 
 with your 
 toenails?  

Place Your Ad in the Next Issue
of The Messenger

For Advertising Information,
Contact Journey Parsons at (507) 384-1521

Terry Campbell at (507) 951-7417
Office: (507) 649-3327

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com



September 24, 2026 Page 5- MAINSTREET MESSENGER -

Obituaries
Gary David "Cecil" Hutton
Gary David "Cecil" Hutton, 74, of rural

Kenyon, died Mon-
day, August 24,
2026, at his home.
Cecil was born

February 18, 1952, to
Cecil and Marian
Hutton in Northfield,
Minnesota. He grew
up on the family
dairy farm near Little

Prairie, Dundas. Cecil grew up doing chores
and milking cows from an early age with his
parents and five brothers. He was active in
the Full O’Pep 4H club showing dairy cattle
and he wrestled in high school.
Cecil attended Dundas and Northfield

schools, graduating in 1970, and from there
he attended two years of college at the U of
M. Summer jobs driving spray trucks for
AgriHelicopters in Owatonna led him to
work towards his pilot’s license. He traveled
to Oklahoma to get his pilot’s training at Al-

lied Helicopters in Tulsa. From there, he
sprayed crops by helicopter for 34 years.
Cecil was a talented and hard working pilot
who loved flying over the countryside. He
often said, “You know there is a God when
you see the beauty of nature from the air.”
Cecil married Robin Shimpach on October

10, 1981, after meeting her in a cornfield.
They lived in Cherry Grove Township for
four years and then moved to the Flom
Brother’s Farm in Sogn Valley. Here they
raised three children, Neil (New Zealand),
Vincent (Oregon), Tamsen (Minneapolis).
Cecil was so proud of his children, and en-
couraged them in music, education and
sports.
On the 40 acre farm, Cecil planted thou-

sands of trees, beginning in the spring of
1986. He put in two dams, three ponds, a ball
field, and many miles of fence for the horses.
His goal was to have a wildlife refuge, which
became a reality. He was awarded the Out-
standingWoodland Manager by the Goodhue
County Soil and Conservation District. The
last few years he was delighted to have a pair
of kingfishers nest by his ponds. Cecil was so
proud of his farm.
Cecil loved bluegrass music, George Strait,

Reba McIntire and barbershop music. He
loved to sing, and was a tenor in his family’s
barbershop quartet, “Dad and His Lads”. He
sang with his dad, the “Real” Cecil, and
brothers Duane and Darrell. Cecil loved to

listen to St. Olaf and Concordia concerts on-
line. College sports were another favorite
weekend activity, he’d watch online when he
couldn’t get to the games.
Talking and visiting with anyone and every-

one he met was a favorite pastime. From the
nurses and doctors at the hospital, to the
farmers, grocery checkout workers, to people
he just met, he loved to ask them questions
and find out all about their life histories if he
could.
In the last 10 years, Cecil struggled with his

health. He tried to stay positive, and kept up
with his mowing and upkeep on the farm the
best he could. For years he had a giant garden
up on the hill where he grew beautiful, huge
vegetables that he sold at the Farmer’s Mar-
kets in Cannon Falls and Dennison. He loved
to feed the birds and planted some perennials
down by his shed, where he had a feeding sta-
tion he could see from his office.
Cecil is survived by his wife, Robin; sons,

Neil (Charlotte), Vincent; daughter, Tamsen;
grandchildren, Stella and Jules; brothers,
Duane (Linda), Lynn (Dawn), Brian (Pam)
and many nieces and nephews. Cecil was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, Marian and
Cecil and brothers, Darrell and Paul.
AMemorial Service was held 2:00 PM, Sat-

urday, September 12, 2026, at Holden
Lutheran Church in Kenyon. Visitation was
one hour prior to the service at the church.

Sogn Valley
 Orchard

 Open:
 September 8th - November 1st

 from Noon to 6:00 daily
 Apples, plus veggies!

 37750 41st Avenue Way, Dennison, MN 
 507-263-2727
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COMMUNITY GROWN 
 INSURANCE

 We’ve Got Your
 Family’s Back

 Personalized insurance solutions 
 to protect your family’s future
 and security, no matter what.

Security
 Agency Kenyon

 600 2nd St, Kenyon MN 55946
 Phone: 507-789-6366

 Email: 
 info@securityinsurancekenyon.com

 Keller Agency
 305 Main Street
 Nerstrand, MN

 Phone:
 507-334-6550

 Northfield 
 Agency

 711 Division Street S
 Northfield, MN

 Phone: 507-645-8861
 Email: nfldins@hotmail.com

 Nelson Agency
 119 4th Street

 Cannon Falls, MN
 Phone: 407-263-3812

 Email:
 info@nelsoninsurancecf.com

 Sviggum Agency
 133 Main Street

 Wanamingo, MN
 Phone: 507-824-5105

 Email:
 agent@svigguminsurance.com

 www.vsgmi.com   

Raymond “Ray” Howard Sands
Raymond “Ray” Howard Sands, 95, of

Kenyon, died on
Monday, September
14, 2026, at his
home with his
daughters by his
side.
Ray Sands, a life-

long musician,
farmer, was born
January 9, 1931, on
his family’s 200-acre
dairy farm near

Kenyon, Minnesota. He was a third-genera-
tion farmer and was one of four children born
to Charles “Charley” and Florence Sands.
Ray learned to milk cows by hand at the age

of five and began playing the accordion at age
nine. By the time he was 11, he was perform-
ing alongside his siblings in the family band.
Ray attended country school and farmed
alongside his father on the family farm, milk-
ing cows, raising turkeys and planting and
harvesting crops in the field. He took over the
farming operation after his father’s passing,
continuing the dairy herd until he retired from
milking in 2009.
After graduating from Wanamingo High

School in 1949, Ray was invited to play ac-
cordion with a municipal band in Zumbrota
to help raise money for a new hospital. That
experience helped lead to the formation of the
Polka Dots, who went on to become a suc-
cessful old-time polka band that toured
throughout Minnesota and the Upper Mid-
west. In 1963, Ray was asked to lead the band
and continued doing so until their final per-

formance in August 2022.
On December 12, 1970, Ray was united in

marriage to Susan (Fossum) Sands at Holden
Lutheran Church. Together, they shared a life
centered around family, music, farming, and
their community. They had two daughters,
Kristy and Heidi, who performed with them
at numerous venues.
Ray performed with the band for more than

seven decades, bringing the happiness of
polka music to festivals, fairs, nursing homes,
conventions, dance halls, and community cel-
ebrations. He recorded several albums and
CDs with the Polka Dots and the Ray Sands
Combo, including milestone recordings com-
memorating the band’s 40th, 50th, 60th, and
70th anniversaries. He also helped make mu-
sical history when the Polka Dots became the
first old-time band to record an LP with their
signature song, “The Ping Pong Polka.”
Throughout his remarkable career, Ray per-
formed internationally at polka festivals in
Austria, Norway, Denmark and Sweden, ap-
peared on nationally syndicated polka shows
and was featured on Prairie Home Compan-
ion and a movie called “His Neighbor Phil.”
The band also played at the Kennedy Center
in Washington, D.C., and the Southwest
Polka Festival in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Ray received numerous honors for his con-

tributions to polka music and his community.
In 2000, he was inducted into the Minnesota
Music Hall of Fame. He was named
Kenyon’s Rose Fest Parade Grand Marshal
and Kenyon’s Citizen of theYear in 2009, and
in 2020, he was selected as Goodhue County
Citizen of the Year.
Ray’s greatest legacy was the joy he brought

to others through his music. For more than 70
years, he rarely turned down a request to per-
form, continuing to share his talent with audi-
ences of all ages. Whether playing for a
crowded dance hall, a community celebration,
or a nursing home gathering, Ray understood
the simple power of music to bring people to-
gether and create lasting memories.
His dedication to music, family, farming,

and his community made him a beloved fig-
ure whose influence will continue for gener-
ations. Ray will be remembered for a life
filled with music, hard work, generosity, and
a genuine love for the people around him.
He is survived by his daughters, Kristyn

(and Matt) Jacobson of Kenyon, Heidi (and
Mikkel) Gusenius of Minnetrista; grandchil-
dren, Bryan and Colin Jacobson, Rylan and
Marika Gusenius; brother-in-law, Robert Fos-
sum and his nieces.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Susan

Sands; parents, Charley and Florence Sands;
brothers, Wilbur and Duane Sands, and his
sister, Doris Nodland.
Visitation was at Michaelson Funeral Home,

Kenyon on Friday, September 18, 2026, from
4:00 PM to 7:00 PM. Funeral services were

held on Saturday, September 19, 2026, at
11:00 AM at Emmanuel Lutheran Church -
Aspelund with a visitation starting at 10:00
AM. Interment was in the Emmanuel
Lutheran Cemetery in Aspelund.



www.syngenta.com  •  Stanton, MN

• Make yourself easy for drivers to see by using your lights and 
 flashers;

 • Remember that it is Minnesota law to use slow-moving vehicle 
 emblems on equipment traveling less than 30 miles per hour; and

 • Consider using a following vehicle when moving large equipment 
 on roadways, especially at night.

 • Get Some Sleep - Make sure to get enough sleep and rest to 
 refresh the mind and body. If you are spending long hours in a 
 combine or tractor, be sure to take short breaks often.

 • Don’t Rush - It may take an extra moment or two to walk down 
 every step or double-check a piece of equipment. But that extra 
 time may be a lifesaver. Don’t cut corners when it comes to 
 safety.

 • Identify hazardous areas on equipment and make sure you stay 
 away from moving parts. Beware of pinch points, shear points, 
 wrap points, pull-in areas, thrown objects, crush points, stored 
 energy hazards and freewheeling parts.

 • Shut down equipment, turn off the engine, remove key and wait 
 for moving parts to stop before dismounting equipment.

 • Lock entrances to grain handling areas.
 • Install ladders inside bins.
 • Do not enter grain bins that are being loaded or unloaded. 

 Flowing grain can trap and suffocate you in seconds.
 • If it is necessary to enter a bin, shut off and lockout power before 

 entering. Use a safety harness and safety line. Have several 
 people available outside the bin to lift entrant out in case of an 
 emergency.

 • Wear proper dust-filtering respirators when working in and around 
 grain handling areas. High amounts of dust and molds could be 
 present and could be very dangerous.

 Keep our farms safe with these 
 important and helpful safety tips.Have a Safe Harvest
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DO YOU HAVE A 
 STORY IDEA?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

By Lorrie Rugg
Master Gardener Coordinator,

Rice and Steele Counties

Friendly, Personal Service
 Dennison, MN 507-645-0278

 www.dennisontireandrepair.com

It is that time
of year in the

Master
Gardener

World

You might wonder what time of year it is. It
is the time of year for you to apply to be in the

We give away trees and shrubs for an Arbor
Day promotion. We have a booth in the Gar-
den during the County Fair and also at Pass-
port to Agriculture held here at the
Fairgrounds. These are some of the projects
we are involved with here in Rice County.
We do have monthly meetings, and that also

counts as Community Service hours. So there
are many ways to get those 50 hours the first
year. Once those 2 parts are completed in Jan-
uary of 2028, you become an Active Master
Gardener. In the following years, we as active
Master Gardeners have to complete a mini-
mum of 25 hours of Community service and
get at least 5 hours of additional education
through classes or webinars.
I have been a Master Gardener for almost

26 years and have thoroughly enjoyed my
journey. I have made so many friends and
learned so much more about gardening than I
ever thought imaginable.We have fun and do
lots of good work along the way.
If this sounds like something you would be

interested in and have more questions, send
me an email, and I would be more than
happy to have a conversation about the pro-
gram. My email address is
brow3298@umn.edu.
We all share a passion for gardening and

love to talk about it and share our research-
based gardening information with you. Come
join us and have some fun!

class of 2027 Interns for the Master Gardener
Program.
You can find the link to the application at

z.umn.edu/StateMG2027app.
Applications will be accepted until October

01, 2026.
What does applying to the program mean?

The Master Gardener program has 2 parts.
The first part is the online coursework that
begins the first week of January. It is a 13-
module course through the University of
Minnesota. They do one module a week, and
it lasts through the first part of May. There is
a short quiz after each module that is open-
book. Don’t let that scare you - you take the
quiz until you get the questions answered cor-
rectly.
After the coursework has been completed,

the second part of the program kicks in. That
part is Community Service hours. During
your Intern year, you must complete 50 hours
of service. How do you get that accom-
plished? You do that by helping the Master
Gardeners with the projects they are involved
with. We have a Teaching Garden at the Rice
County Fairgrounds that is a labor of love for
the Master Gardeners. We are continually
working in the garden to make it better. We
host a Garden Day program in March at
St.Olaf College with a variety of speakers.
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Chuck Schwartau speaking to NACAA banquet following Hall of Fame presentation

There’s something
about learning life
from behind the ears
of a horse that you
can’t learn anywhere
else.
There’s no steering

wheel, gas pedal, or
button you can push
to make a horse do
exactly what you
want. You have to

learn to communicate. You have to learn
how to feel. You have to learn when to ask
and when to simply let the horse do its job.
And then there’s cattle.
Working cattle from horseback is an art. It

isn't simply sitting in a saddle and steering.
You have to understand the horse under-
neath you and the cattle in front of you. You
learn how a cow moves, where they want to
go, and how your horse needs to position it-
self to move them there.
A shift of your weight.
A turn of the reins.
A change in your horse’s feet.
Sometimes, it's nothing more than putting

yourself in the right place at the right time.
Your body controls the horse, and your

horse helps control the cattle.
That is where the magic is.
Ranch rodeos, sorting, penning, cutting,

and roping have carried pieces of that old
Western way of life into today. The equip-
ment may have changed, and the work may
look different, but the partnership between
horse, rider, and cattle remains.
There is grit in it.
There is patience in it.
And there is a whole lot of humility.
Agood horse will teach you that you don't

know as much as you think you do.A good
cow will humble you even faster.
But that's why I keep coming back.
Because horses aren't just about riding.

They're about learning a language without
words. They're about trusting something
with a mind of its own. They're about get-
ting dusty, getting frustrated, making mis-
takes, climbing back on, and trying again.
They're about carrying forward a piece of

the West that could easily be forgotten.
So, as the combines get ready for another

harvest and the fields begin to turn, I find
myself appreciating both sides of agricul-
ture—the modern machinery that keeps our
farms moving forward and the horses that
remind us where we came from.
Maybe that's why, when someone asks me

“Why horses?”, I don't have just one an-
swer.
Because no matter how much the world

changes, there will always be something
worth learning in the saddle.

Farm Girl Chatter
Behind the ears,
Keeping Cattle

in the Landscape
By McKell Lemmerman

For about 15 years, Chuck was one of the few
Extension Educators in the country who fo-

cused on dairy labor management. As a re-
sult, Chuck has been an invited speaker at
several regional, national, and international
conferences and written articles and recur-
ring columns in over a dozen ag publications
in the U.S. and other countries.
He was instrumental in developing the

Farm Beginnings® program to help young
farmers get started with practical knowledge
of ag production and management (utilized
now by at least fourteen states).
Use of tools he helped develop to assess a

dairy’s management, grew into the MNDairy
Initiative. Chuck organized more than fifty
dairy farm advisory teams in his region, and
he helped write and teach an extensive 12-
hour dairy labor management curriculum.
Chuck’s survey of all Minnesota dairies

with over 150 cows was instrumental in de-
veloping labor management programs.
Chuck wrote and delivered a farm safety

program emphasizing dairy farms and
worked with University of Wisconsin-River
Falls on a similar program forWisconsin. The
program was delivered to over two hundred
farm units and morphed into a similar pro-
gram for pork producers and certified custom
manure applicators.
Chuck also wrote parts of a UMN beef cor-

respondence course, reaching four Midwest-
ern States, and conducted extensive research
among dairy farm families in a four-county
area about stresses on the dairy farm. He also
worked with farm mediation, managing initi-
ation of over two hundred requests for medi-
ation by creditors and following through with
over one hundred farms that requested medi-
ation.
Chuck was a NACAA National Search for

Excellence presenter four times, and had 3
National finalists, 6 Regional finalists, and
forty-four state-winning communications en-
tries.
Chuck’s service to NACAA is extensive,

serving as the National Treasurer, NC-Re-
gional Director, NC Region and National
Communications Committee Chair, NACAA
representative to the Education Foundation
Board of Trustees, NACAAEducation Foun-

dation Trustee (currently), NACAArepresen-
tative and NACAAprogram chair for JCEP’s
Galaxy III, and Chair of Joint Council of Ex-
tension Professional’s Galaxy IV in Pittsburg,
PA (2013). He served as President of Min-
nesota Association of Extension Ag Profes-
sionals, consistently attended NACAA
Annual Meeting /Professional Improvement
Conferences, and was a NACAA Achieve-
ment Award (1989) and Distinguished Serv-
ice Award (1994) recipient.
Chuck’s humanitarian activities are exten-

sive. Of note, Chuck was elected as a lifetime
member to the MN StateAgricultural Society
(MN State Fair), a prestigious honor in recog-
nition of his over 50 years of work with the
fair.
He has served on numerous community ad-

visory boards and committees, often in lead-
ership positions. Among those are several
terms on the church council for First Lutheran
Church, Red Wing, 32 years on the Goodhue
County Fair board of directors and over 40
years of multiple positions working at the
Minnesota State Fair.
Over his 38-year career with the Extension

Service, Chuck served in Dakota, Winona,
Wabasha, and Goodhue Counties plus the
Rochester Regional Office as a livestock ed-
ucator and Regional Extension Director.

Chuck
Schwartau
Named to

NACAA
Hall of Fame

(continued from page 1)

Morrow s Gifts

Join the Fun!
Vote for your

Favorite
Scarecrow!

Handcraftedin the
USA

CRAFT SALE
 55th Annual 100 Ladies and Gentlemen Craft Sale 2026

 October 15, 16, 17, 18, 22, 23, 24, 25, 29, 30, 31
 November 1, 5, 6, 7, 8

 10a.m. to 7p.m./Closing at 5p.m. last day • (507) 789-6223
 Curt & Marlene Morrow Residence

 45986 Hwy. 56, Kenyon, MN  55946



September 24, 2026 Page 9- MAINSTREET MESSENGER -

Community

By RosaLin Alcoser

AMinnesotan:
Pumpkin

Spice
Monsters

Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes

Observations
in a

Hospital
Cafeteria

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.

Terry now splits his time between Minnesota
when its warm here and Tennessee

when it’s cold here.

that he wanted to talk to me about Jesus. He
didn’t believe that his life was particularly
worth holding on to, but that there was some-
thing better awaiting him. He wanted to be
sure his wife was cared for after he was gone
and also share the comfort that he felt about
where he was going.
The fourth couple sat at a small table to the

left of me and I deduced that they were an
old farm couple. He wore a seed corn hat and
she was in a farm wife’s house dress. They
were finishing the meal and she was con-
cerned that the extra packets of condiments
were not wasted but taken home for a future
use.Apractical woman, being sure that noth-
ing was wasted even though her body was
wasting away from something she had no

Ayear ago, I had an hour to pass waiting for
someone at St. Mary’s Hospital. I was looking
for something to do while they had a test and
took the occasion to walk to the patient and
visitor cafeteria for lunch. As I sat there with
my sandwich and a drink I observed others in
the room. It was a rather sobering hour of re-
flection. A hospital does not catch you at the
best in your day.
A family with three teenage kids was sitting

by the wall. They were all focused on talking
and eating and sort of ignoring the one child,
a boy in his late teens. He just sat there lost in
thought not touching his food. The rest seem
oblivious to his plight. I sensed that his mind
was in a much darker place than his family
was aware of. A young person should be
filled with plans and dreams of the future and
not staring down the dark tunnel of hopeless-
ness.
Awoman in her early thirties was sitting all

alone at a small round table. She looked hag-
gard and worried and seemed to be shoulder-
ing her sadness all by herself. There was a
look of trepidation and fear etched in her
face. The whole food thing was more of a
distraction than a necessity, one was sup-
posed to do it whether you were hungry or
not. At noon you found food and then tried
to tell your body to consume it because it was
needed. Even if your body didn’t want it or
was ready to reject it.
A couple that looked to be in their sixties

were sitting right behind me. While moving
a chair to get more comfortable, the man
bumped into me and said he was sorry. Then
we struck up a conversation. He had been a
working man all his life and a diagnosis had
brought him to Rochester. They had ex-
hausted all the remedies that the medical
community had to offer, and he was resigned
to the fate he was facing. His concern was
more of how his wife would fare in the future
without him. He didn’t show any bitterness
or remorse for the health problem that he was
facing, but just a practical factual assessment
of the situation. What was interesting was

spice that should not come in pumpkin
spice that have been made in recent years.
I am happy to report that so far I have not
seen any pumpkin spice soap, cat products,
or trash bags this year. It could still happen,
but it hasn’t yet.
I do enjoy pumpkin spice in my coffee

or in a baked good. I just rather have it in
the fall and not before Labor Day when
they come out. However, with that being
said I do typically get one when it first
comes out to guarantee that I get one from
the coffee shop. Since the pumpkin spice
monsters exist and it might not still be
there when I’m ready to enjoy it in mid
September. Once that happens I make a
small batch of pumpkin spice syrup at
home for coffee and call it a day.
This year I got one from Caribou on the

first day it was out. In the middle of Au-
gust. I walked in at 8 AM on a Thursday
and the store was crazy busy with people
ordering pumpkin spice coffee drinks in
such profuse. To the point that one of the
people working behind the counter looked
me dead in the eye and said “people gotta
have their pumpkin! Pumpkin! Pumpkin!
Pumpkin!” with the franticness of someone
over run by a title wave of people.
Now all there is for me to do at least, is

wait until mid to late September to see if
there is any left or if the pumpkin spice
monsters have consumed it all before Oc-
tober this year. In which case I will buy a
can of pumpkin and make it myself.

The longer I live in the Cities I have be-
come more and more aware of what my
husband likes to call the pumpkin spice
monsters. A pumpkin spice monster is one
who goes crazy for pumpkin spice as soon
as it is out and consumes as much as is hu-
manly possible before it goes out for the
season or the store runs out.
I have probably noticed this due to the

fact that I am now around more coffee
shop and large box stores then I was in my
younger days. Due to the amount of spe-
cialty seasonal items coming in pumpkin

control of. He was uncomfortable in the sur-
roundings, unsure of what he was going to do
without her company in the future and com-
pletely helpless in the current situation.
I felt a sense of somberness looking around

because I had lived through these age groups
in my life. I had stopped at this cafeteria to
pass an hour of time during my busy day and
now I was witnessing four lives possibly
watching what little time they had left slip
through the hour glass of life. It is good to
look at others through a different lens and feel
empathy for what they may be going through.
And take the time and effort to be kind be-
cause you never know what their life may ac-
tually be like.

Harvest Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays:  October 3, 10, 17, 24
 Sundays:  October 4, 11, 18, 25

 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.

 Place:
 Lori & Darwin Amy

 2290 County 49 Blvd.Dennison, MN  55018
 Phone: 507-649-1009

 Email: cabincrew@frontiernet.net

Look Us Up on Facebook Under Potpourri Mill
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TRUSTED . LOCAL . EXPERTS .

1359 BLUFF ST, DUNDAS, MN 55019
 BC807868

507-200-1545
 probuiltmn.com info@probuiltmn.com

ONE CALL.  ONE COORDINATED TEAM.
 ONE GOAL: RESTORING YOUR PROPERTY AND YOUR PEACE OF MIND.

507-460-5932  24/7 Emergency Response
 SMByAyotte.com info@smbyayotte.com

WHEN THE UNEXPECTED HAPPENS,
 ONE TEAM HAS YOU COVERED.

That’s why ServiceMaster by Ayotte and ProBuilt Construction LLC work together.
 PROUDLY SERVING GOODHUE, DODGE, RICE, DAKOTA, OLMSTED, STEELE AND WABASHA COUNTIES

 450 ARMSTRONG ROAD
 NORTHFIELD, MN 55057

 From emergency cleanup to complete reconstruction.
 A fire. A burst pipe. Storm damage. Mold.

 When your home or business is damaged, you don’t need the stress
 of coordinating multiple contractors.

 GUIDING YOU
 FROM CRISIS TO 

 RESOLUTION

ServiceMaster by Ayotte
 provides immediate emergency

 mitigation services:
Water Extraction & Drying
 Fire & Smoke Cleanup
 Mold Remediation
 Contents Cleaning & Restoration

Once your property is ready,
 ProBuilt Construction restores

 what was damaged:
COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL
REBUILDING

Roofing & Siding
 Windows & Doors
 Interior Reconstruction
 Decks & Exterior Repairs
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37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 

 Fireside Hours: Wed. & Thurs. 11:00 AM-8:30 PM; Fri. & Sat. 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sun. 9:00 AM-8:00 PM

 Bar Open Later
 wwwwww..ffiirreessiiddeelloouunnggee..nneettwwwwww..ffiirreessiiddeelloouunnggee..nneettwww.firesidelounge.net

CCaallll ttooddaayy ttooCCaallll ttooddaayy ttooCall today to
rreesseerrvvee yyoouurrrreesseerrvvee yyoouurrreserve your

sshhooww sseeaatt oorr mmaakkee yyoouurrsshhooww sseeaatt oorr mmaakkee yyoouurrshow seat or make your
ddiinnnneerr rreesseerrvvaattiioonn!!ddiinnnneerr rreesseerrvvaattiioonn!!dinner reservation!

550077--664455--99999922550077--664455--99999922507-645-9992

$$2255..0000$$2255..0000$25.00

SShhooww TTiimmee SSaattuurrddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 1100 aatt 77::0000 PPMMSShhooww TTiimmee SSaattuurrddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 1100 aatt 77::0000 PPMMShow Time  Saturday, October 10 at 7:00 PM
aatt SSaapppphhiirree EEvveenntt RRoooomm aanndd CCoocckkttaaiill LLoouunnggeeat Sapphire Event Room and Cocktail Lounge

MMaaiinn SSttrreeeett -- DDeennnniissoonnMain Street - Dennison

 TTHHEE KKIINNGGTHE KING
 CCRROOOONNEERRSSCROONERS

 TTRRIIBBUUTTEE SSHHOOWWTRIBUTE SHOW
 && DDAANNCCEE& DANCE

JJooiinn uuss ffoorr tthhiiss eexxppaannddeedd ttrriibbuutteeJJooiinn uuss ffoorr tthhiiss eexxppaannddeedd ttrriibbuutteeJoin us for this expanded tribute 
sshhooww ffeeaattuurriinngg CChhrriiss OOllssoonn’’sssshhooww ffeeaattuurriinngg CChhrriiss OOllssoonn’’ssshow featuring Chris Olson’s 

 TTRRIIBBUUTTEE TTOO EELLVVIISSTTRRIIBBUUTTEE TTOO EELLVVIISSTRIBUTE TO ELVIS
aanndd hhiissaanndd hhiissand his

 SSPPEECCIIAALL TTRRIIBBUUTTEE TTOO TTHHEESSPPEECCIIAALL TTRRIIBBUUTTEE TTOO TTHHEESPECIAL TRIBUTE TO THE 
 CCRROOOONNEERRSS IINNCCLLUUDDIINNGG TTHHEECCRROOOONNEERRSS IINNCCLLUUDDIINNGG TTHHEECROONERS INCLUDING THE 
 MMUUSSIICC OOFF FFRRAANNKK SSIINNAATTRRAA,,MMUUSSIICC OOFF FFRRAANNKK SSIINNAATTRRAA,,MUSIC OF FRANK SINATRA,

 DDEEAANN MMAARRTTIINN,,DDEEAANN MMAARRTTIINN,,DEAN MARTIN,
 BBOOBBBBYY DDAARRIINN AANNDD MMOORREE!!BBOOBBBBYY DDAARRIINN AANNDD MMOORREE!!BOBBY DARIN AND MORE!

LLIIMMIITTEEDD SSEEAATTIINNGG AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE -- RREESSEERRVVEE YYOOUURR SSEEAATT TTOODDAAYY!!LLIIMMIITTEEDD SSEEAATTIINNGG AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE -- RREESSEERRVVEE YYOOUURR SSEEAATT TTOODDAAYY!!LIMITED SEATING AVAILABLE - RESERVE YOUR SEAT TODAY!

 EEnnjjooyy ddiinnnneerr aatt TThhee FFiirreessiiddee,,EEnnjjooyy ddiinnnneerr aatt TThhee FFiirreessiiddee,,Enjoy dinner at The Fireside,
 tthheenn sstteepp nneexxtt ddoooorr ffoorr tthhee sshhooww!!tthheenn sstteepp nneexxtt ddoooorr ffoorr tthhee sshhooww!!then step next door for the show!

SSHHOOWWSSHHOOWWSHOW
TTIICCKKEETTTTIICCKKEETTTICKET
PPRRIICCEEPPRRIICCEEPRICE

Powered by

wwwwww..eessppkkiinngg..ccoommwww.espking.com

++ TTaaxx++ TTaaxx+ Tax

 And

MMAAIINN SSTTRREEEETT,, DDEENNNNIISSOONN •• 550077--778822--99775533MMAAIINN SSTTRREEEETT,, DDEENNNNIISSOONN •• 550077--778822--99775533MAIN STREET, DENNISON • 507-782-9753
MMoonnddaayy -- TTuueessddaayy -- TThhuurrssddaayy -- FFrriiddaayy 33 PPMM -- CClloossee;; SSaattuurrddaayy -- 1111 AAMM -- CClloossee ;; SSuunnddaayy -- NNoooonn -- CClloossee;; CClloosseedd WWeeddnneessddaayyssMMoonnddaayy -- TTuueessddaayy -- TThhuurrssddaayy -- FFrriiddaayy 33 PPMM -- CClloossee;; SSaattuurrddaayy -- 1111 AAMM -- CClloossee ;; SSuunnddaayy -- NNoooonn -- CClloossee;; CClloosseedd WWeeddnneessddaayyssMonday - Tuesday - Thursday - Friday  3 PM - Close; Saturday - 11 AM - Close ; Sunday - Noon - Close ; Closed Wednesdays

SSaattuurrddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 3311SSaattuurrddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 3311Saturday, October 31
 DDeennnniissoonn CCiittyy HHaallllDDeennnniissoonn CCiittyy HHaallllDennison City Hall

 44::3300--55::3300 PP..MM..44::3300--55::3300 PP..MM..4:30-5:30 P.M.
EEvveerryyoonnee’’ss IInnvviitteedd!!EEvveerryyoonnee’’ss IInnvviitteedd!!Everyone’s Invited!

CCOOSSTTUUMMEECCOOSSTTUUMMEECOSTUME 
 CCOONNTTEESSTT!!CCOONNTTEESSTT!!CONTEST!

GGAAMMEESS!!GGAAMMEESS!!GAMES!

HHOOTT DDOOGGSS!!HHOOTT DDOOGGSS!!HOT DOGS!
TTRREEAATTSS!!TTRREEAATTSS!!TREATS!

Highway 56
and Goodhue

County Road 9
Converted to
four-way stop

Sept. 21
(continued from page 1)

DENNISON, Minn. – The Minnesota De-
partment of Transportation converted the in-
tersection of Highway 56 and Goodhue
County Road 9 into a four-way stop on Sept.
21 as a way to reduce vehicle crashes.
On Monday, Sept. 21, the MnDOT sign

shop installed signs for the new four-way
stop, which include signs in advance of the
intersection warning of the stop ahead as well
as other temporary signs that will warn of the
changes.
On Tuesday, MnDOT maintenance crews

installed raised medians at all four legs of the
intersection to provide additional awareness
to approaching motorists that the intersection
requires a stop.

Traffic at the intersection was temporarily
changed earlier this summer during a con-
struction project on Highway 56 south of the
intersection. A detour of Highway 56 forced
vehicles to slow at the intersection because
of the detour to the south.
Previously, Highway 56 had thru traffic and

County Road 9 had stops. However, the in-
tersection saw a spike in crashes in 2025.

(continued on page 12)
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Corn Maze After Dark at Windy Willow Farm
Ready to get lost in the dark?! Join us atWindyWil-

low Farm for a whole new way to experience the corn
maze!

October 10, 11, 23 & 24
7:30 PM – 10:00 PM

$5 per person • Ages 12+
Grab your friends, bring your own flashlight, and

see if you can make it through the maze after dark!
Important: Please bring a regular flashlight — NO

phone flashlights will be allowed.
Last maze entry is at 9:30 PM.
Think you can find your way out?
Windy Willow Farm is located at 9748 110th St E,

Northfield. 507-581-9248.

By Shauna Burshem, D.C.

Eat
Sauerkraut

for
Good Health!

the healing on its own once the pressure is
eased.
Pain relief is wonderful, but the real gift is

getting your life back in motion. When your
spine is aligned and your joints move the way
they should, everyday activities become eas-
ier, whether that is picking up your kids, hit-
ting the gym, or simply turning your head to
check your blind spot while driving. Over
time, consistent care helps restore mobility
and supports long-term function, so you are
not just feeling better today but building a
stronger foundation for the years ahead.
Think of it like tuning an instrument: small,
regular adjustments keep everything working
in harmony, helping you stay active and com-
fortable.

What draws so many people to chiropractic
care is that it is a safe, drug-free approach that
treats you as a whole person, not just a set of
symptoms. Instead of reaching for medication
that only covers up the pain, chiropractic fo-
cuses on helping your body heal naturally and
function at its best. Your care can include pos-
ture guidance, stretches, and wellness habits
that prevent problems from creeping back in.
Suitable for all ages and gentle enough for the
whole family, this holistic approach is about
more than easing neck and back pain today.
It is about supporting your overall wellness
and keeping you feeling your best for the long
run.
*Information and opinions expressed in this article are

those of the author and may not reflect those of The Mes-
senger.

TheWonders of Sauerkraut: When it comes
to supporting your body from the inside out,
sauerkraut is one of those humble foods that
quietly does a lot of good. Its biggest gift lives
in raw, unpasteurized versions, which are
loaded with live probiotics. These friendly
bacteria help balance your gut flora, and that
matters more than most people realize. The
fermentation process also breaks down fibers
and natural sugars, so your body can absorb
nutrients far more easily.Add in the active en-
zymes that support your gastrointestinal func-
tion, and you have a food that genuinely helps
digestion run smoothly. On top of that, sauer-
kraut delivers a solid dose of vitamin C, vita-
min K1, and iron, giving your body real

Highway 56 and Goodhue County
Road 9 Converted to four-way stop
Sept. 21 (continued from page 11)

nutritional value with every bite. Since a
healthy gut microbiome strengthens your nat-
ural barrier against harmful pathogens, this
simple fermented cabbage becomes a quiet
ally for your immune defenses too. And here
is the part I love: it offers plenty of dietary
fiber with very few calories, so you get all
these benefits without the guilt.
The good news does not stop at digestion

and immunity. Sauerkraut contains vitamin
K2, which plays a fascinating role in direct-
ing calcium into your bones rather than let-
ting it settle into soft arterial tissues,
supporting both bone strength and heart well-
ness. It also delivers antioxidants that help
combat cellular damage and reduce inflam-
mation, something anyone focused on holis-
tic health can appreciate. If you want to enjoy
the full range of these advantages, reach for
the refrigerated, unpasteurized options, since
those preserve the live probiotic cultures that
pasteurized versions lose. Just keep one thing
in mind: fermented cabbage can be high in
sodium, so enjoy it thoughtfully as part of
your overall wellness routine. A little goes a
long way toward feeling your best!
Chiropractic care for neck and back pain:
If you have been living with neck or back

pain, you already know howmuch it can steal
from your day. Chiropractic care offers a nat-
ural path to relief by focusing on the root of
the problem rather than just masking it. When
the bones of your spine become stuck or shift
out of their proper position, they can irritate
nearby nerves and create real discomfort.
Through gentle, precise adjustments, a chiro-
practor helps guide those joints back into
alignment. Many patients feel a noticeable
difference after just a few visits, and the
beauty of it is that your body does much of

A short time later, MnDOT and Goodhue
County implemented some immediate
changes to help drivers better recognize and
understand the intersection, which included:
Larger sized stop signs on County Road 9

for enhanced visibility. “Cross Traffic Does
Not Stop” signs were also installed to pro-
vide additional notice to County Road 9 driv-
ers.
STOP AHEAD and stop bars were re-

painted on eastbound and westbound CR 9 to
provide enhanced pavement marking guid-
ance to drivers.

www.nerstrandmeatsandcatering.com
 231 Main Street, Nerstrand, MN •  507-334-5396           Kenrick Ave., Lakeville, MN •  952-236-0600

Nerstrand Meats
 & Catering
 Specialty Meats & Food

 Over 100 Years in Business Providing
 Homesmoked Bologna, Wieners, Jerky, Homemade Beef Sticks, etc.

Transverse rumble strips were installed on
eastbound and westbound County Road 9 to
alert approaching drivers of the intersection.
Vegetation was cleared in the southwest and

southeast corners near Highway 56 and
County Road 9 to further lengthen sightlines.
The crash details were analyzed and

MnDOT led discussions with law enforce-
ment, first responders and others to develop
additional plans for changes to reduce
crashes. The four-way stop was developed
from these discussions.
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By Noel Aldrich, PhD, CNS
Licensed Nutritionist

An
Inconvenient

Study

Science is a powerful tool. A tool can be
used for good, or it can be used improperly,
which can result in significant harm. True
science is the observation of causes and re-
actions in a controlled setting, or in a setting
carefully described to understand probable
cause. We have grown up in the age of sci-
ence. We are familiar with the idea of look-
ing for clues as we watch our favorite
detective shows and murder mysteries on TV.
However, many of us do not take the time to
look for clues ourselves, but we trust others
to tell us what the evidence is. There is no
shame in asking questions. When evidence is
presented, questions should be asked, just
like questions are asked in TV shows. When
it comes to science and your body, you need
to be the one to ask the questions.
Questions have been asked for many years

regarding the effectiveness of vaccinations.
To evaluate the evidence, the United States
government established the VaccineAdverse
Events Reporting System (VAERS)(
https://vaers.hhs.gov/) in 1990 as a database
for reporting adverse events directly related
to a vaccination. Since 1990, more than 2.5
million adverse events have been reported.
This number of adverse events certainly jus-
tify asking questions, but how to answer
those questions is more challenging.
The gold standard, or “ideal” situation, for

scientific study is to have a control group and
a test group. In asking the question, “Is this
vaccine safe to give to a child?” – how do
you have a control group and a test group?

Would a parent volunteer their child to be the
test subject of an untested substance? Typi-
cally, the answer is “no.” So, how do we eval-
uate the safety of a vaccine? Since vaccines
have been around for more than 50 years,
there are records that can help bring clarity to
this question. Those documents are now be-
coming part of public record.
Anew documentary titled “An Inconvenient

Study,” (available on YouTube) presents the
recent history of an important research project
designed to evaluate the safety of childhood
vaccinations. The study completed by the
Henry Ford Health Systems of Michigan re-
viewed the health history of 18,000 children.
Sixteen thousand were vaccinated and two
thousand were unvaccinated. The results
showed a 250% increased risk of chronic
health problems among vaccinated children
compared to unvaccinated children. The
complete study was published on the US Sen-
ate website by Senator Ron Johnson because
the original researchers were not willing to
publish the results. This documentary pro-
vides access to the resources for each of us to
be able to ask more questions.
In a follow-up podcast (https://www.west-

onaprice.org/podcast/) #555, Del Bigtree
noted there are additional studies that have
been done that show increased risk related to
vaccinations. A 2017 science article authored
by Mawson evaluated vaccinated vs. unvac-
cinated children in Mississippi and found in-
creased rates of chronic illness among the
vaccinated. Another study authored by
Lyons-Weiler in 2020 looked at children in
Oregon and those who were vaccinated had
more doctor visits and illness compared to
those unvaccinated. Another 2020 study au-
thored by Hooker and Miller observed in-
creased risk for asthma, ear infections, or
developmental delay with increased number
of vaccinations received. Science is provid-
ing an answer to the question, “Is this vaccine
safe to give to a child?” The answer raises
even more questions and a lot of intense emo-
tions.
Another important question to ask is, “What

additional ways can I help my child have a
strong immune system and be as healthy as
possible?” Nutrition is designed to support a
healthy body. The immune system cannot do
its job without the right vitamins and miner-
als. A vaccination never provides vitamins
and minerals to help the immune system get
stronger. When you feed the body what it
needs to grow strong and respond quickly,
then you will have less illness and chronic
disease. While this article focused on the im-
pact of vaccinations on children, the same
question must be asked about vaccinations at
any age. There is no shame in asking ques-
tions.
As a nutrition specialist, I can help you learn

how to strengthen your immune system using
the whole foods and vitamins your body
needs. Finding the resources for true health
can be located right in your local grocery
store. Contact me to discuss your health goals
for the coming year. A No Charge Consulta-
tion is available for you to ask your questions
and begin to get some answers. Nutrition is
designed for healing. Contact me at nutrition-
proportion@gmail.com, or check out my
website at www.nutritionproportion.net.
*Information and opinions expressed in this article are

those of the author and may not reflect those of The Mes-
senger.

October & early November events, 
 happenings and goings on at WildWood!

 315 Main Street | Nerstrand | WildWoodofNerstrand.com

 Women in Business Networking Group
 Thursday, October 8 | 9am | no charge
 Bring your own coffee and come mingle and learn about other women-owned/managed local 
 businesses {or just come to meet and make some new lady friends!}.

 Barre Class : October Series
 Thursdays, October 8, 15, 22 & 29 | 6:30pm | $12 for one class or $40 for all four
 Hosted by Barre w/Greta
 If you love movement, you will love this full body workout! This fitness class incorporates 
 ballet into a 50 minute workout to improve your strength and flexibility! All materials 
 provided — come to one or come to all!! Must pre-register online.

 Meal Prep Class
 Tuesday, October 13 | 5:30pm | $95
 Hosted by Tina of Inspire Health & Wellness
 Inspire Health will bring everything to prepare 3 family size meals with each meal consisting of 
 over 1.5 lbs of meat and over a pound of veggies. {All seasonings, spices and olive oils 
 included.} The three take home meals for this class will be meatball soup, steak bites w/mixed 
 veggies and buttered ranch chicken w/green beans as well as FREE chocolate peanut butter 
 protein bites included in meals! Ticket price includes three take home family-sized meals, 
 supper during class and the class itself! Register for this class sooner than later as it has sold 
 out before! Must pre-register online.

 The Savvy Traveler : Modern Trends, Smart Tech Tips and Seamless Planning
 Monday, October 19 | 6:00-7:30pm | FREE, but must still register online
 Hosted by Linda Dorn of Northstar Journeys by Linda
 Ready to reset, reconnect and explore the world on your own terms? Whether you are 
 curious about easing into safe solo travel, seeking a refreshing scenic escape, or eager to join a 
 group of like-minded travelers, this 90-minute workshop is designed to turn your next getaway 
 into a reality. Join Linda, educator, travel advisor, and founder of Northstar Journeys by Linda, 
 for an inspiring, conversational session on today’s top travel trends—including emerging 
 “Cool-cations,” luxury rail and immersive ocean and river cruises. Discover how to leverage 
 digital tools and AI as your personal “travel intern” to streamline logistics, cut through 
 research fatigue and unlock authentic experiences without the crowds. You’ll leave with 
 practical safety strategies, savvy planning tools and a blueprint to move from dreaming to 
 exploring your next destination. Must pre-register online.

 Halloween Cookie Decorating Class {adult/child}
 Friday, October 30 | 6-8pm | $45/ticket
 Hosted by Kari of Sweet Q’s Cookie Co.
 Bring your little ghouls and gremlins this Halloween Eve to learn to decorate cookies with 
 royal icing, with Kari of Sweet Q’s Cookie Co.! Come and decorate your very own 
 Halloween-themed cookies to the tune of all your favorite spooky tunes. Halloween costumes 
 encouraged! Everything you need to learn some basic skills to decorate with royal icing will be 
 provided. (All baking and icing prep included in the class will be done for you.) This class is 
 geared toward kids and their adult caregivers or loved ones and is perfect for anyone from 
 beginners looking to enhance their skills to professionals looking to just have a good time! 
 This class is open to individuals of all ages. Participants under the age of 10 must have a ticket 
 *and* be accompanied by an adult ticket-holder. Must pre-pay; details on the website.

 3rd Annual Makers Market
 Saturday, November 7 | 9am-1pm | Open to the public!
 Boasting festive Christmas Market vibes nestled in a quaint small town setting. Peruse indoor 
 and outdoor talented creators, bakers, woodsmen and metal twisters, candle makers and 
 chocolate swirlers, crafters and inventors, tasty food vendors, live music and more!

 Live Harp Rejuvenation Evening
 Thursday, November 12 | 6:30-7:30pm | free-will donation
 Hosted by Sarah Swan-McDonald
 Escape the noise of daily life and relax during our Evening of Sound and Rejuvenation with live 
 harp provided by Sarah Swan McDonald. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. so you can settle in and fill a 
 cup with some warm tea before the harp music begins at 7:00 p.m. This is not a concert, but a 
 30-minute session of simple, quiet music designed to help you unwind. In this dimly lit space, 
 you are invited to bring your own yoga mat, bolster, pillows, or blankets to create a 
 comfortable spot on the floor. As the slow and meditative melodies fill the room, tension will 
 dissolve and your mind will drift into stillness, leaving you feeling restored and refreshed. 
 Admission is by free will donation, making this evening of rest accessible to everyone.

 Sourdough 101
 Saturday, November 14 | 11am-1:30pm | $95
 Hosted by Ashley of Ten Acre Baker
 Join Ashley and enjoy a hands-on, beginner-friendly sourdough baking experience! In this class 
 you will go through all the steps of making, baking and taking care of your own sourdough, no 
 experience needed! You’ll head home with everything you need to keep baking, 
 including…your own jar of active sourdough starter, essential sourdough tools, a printed 
 recipe card and informational guide and not one, but TWO doughs — fully mixed, stretched, 
 and ready for you to bake at home. During class, you’ll use all of the tools — plus your hands, 
 a bowl, and the dry ingredients provided — as we walk step?by?step through preparing your 
 very first loaf of sourdough. Only one participant per paid ticket. Must be 18+ to attend. Must 
 pre-register online.

 As always, WildWood is open for public and private rentals!
 More information and event tickets available online at 

 wildwoodofnerstrand.com/happenings

ORDER TODAY! CALL 507-789-5700
Roses, Mixed Arrangements, 
 Flower Bunches and More!

 We are more than just
 a flower store!

 Gifts •  Cards & More  for All Occasions

524 Second St, Kenyon
 507-789-5700

 marysrusticrose@outlook.com

 marysrusticrose.com
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Kenyon
 507-789-6201

 Hastings
 800-349-5743

 Randolph
 800-657-3285

 Hampton
 800-225-4316

Fertilizer • Seed
 Soil Sampling • Chemicals

 Custom Application
 Field Scouting

 Bulk, LP,
 Gas and Diesel Fuel

“Established 1935”

Community

 Co-oP
Proudly Serving You Since 1925

9 Central Avenue
 Faribault, MN 55021
 (507) 334-8642
 800-COOPOIL
 (800-266-7645)
 www.fbocoop.com

Everyday Low Prices on Tires, Fuel and More
 When You Stop By Community Co-op!

 Passenger, Car or Truck • Semi
 Tractors • Large Equipment • Lawn Mowers

 Dump Trucks
 Skid Loaders • Front End Loaders

 When it comes to tires, we have you covered!

When our shop won t do, we come to you!

24/7 MOBILETIRE TRUCK

CITYOF NERSTRAND, MINNESOTA
CITY COUNCIL SPECIALMEETING
MINUTES
JULY 21ST, 2026
7:00p.m.
221 Main Street, Nerstrand
1. Call to Order/Pledge Allegiance
2. Roll Call: Gretchen Gilmore, Pam Caron,

Betty Voge, Karla Ingersoll and Todd
Evavold
3. Public Hearing: N/A
4. Public Forum: N/A
5. Consent Agenda N/A
6. Staff Reports N/A
7. Ordinances N/A
8. Resolutions N/A
9. New Business

A.August meeting reschedule- Resched-
ule to August 5th.
B. Tobacco LicenseApplication- The Coun-

cil is requesting DallasAmy to attend a coun-
cil meeting to meet the council.
10. Unfinished Business
11. Adjourn
Motioned by Karla and voting anonymously

approved by all.
Next City Council Meeting is scheduled for

August 5th 2026, at Nerstrand City Hall.
Todd Evavold, Mayor
LeAnna Anderson-Speiker, City Clerk

***

CITYOF NERSTRAND, MINNESOTA
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
August 5th, 2026
7:00p.m.

221 Main Street, Nerstrand
1. Call to Order/Pledge Allegiance
2. Roll Call: Pam Caron, Betty Voge,

Gretchen Gilmore, Betty Voge, Todd
Evavold, Karla Ingersoll
3. Public Hearing: N/A
4. Public Forum:
Kyle Flom from Flom Disposal was in at-

tendance and presented a brief presentation
on their history with Nerstrand and a desire
to continue that relationship with Nerstrand.
The City had inquired with Flom Disposal
for Budgeting purposes what the rates would
be for our next contract and we are looking at
a 5% increase to that service.
5. Consent Agenda
(All items on the Consent Agenda are con-

sidered routine and have been made available
to the City Council in advance of the meet-
ing. The items will be enacted in one motion.
There will be no separate discussion of these
items unless a council member or citizen re-
quests, in which event the item will be re-
moved from this agenda and considered in
normal sequence.)
• Regular Meeting Minutes of July 14th,

2026
• Special Meeting Minutes of July 21st,

2026
• Payment of Claims
A motion was made by Pam and vote was

approved by all.
6. Monitor Revenue and Expenses
Karla has revamped the way we look at our

budget and monthly expenses. She is improv-
ing the processes.
7. Staff Reports

Owned and Operated
 by Dori Gregory Since 2001

 Dennison Meat Locker 
 Provides Quality Custom 
 Meat Processing Services 

 to the Community

 WE ALSO OFFER RETAIL SAUSAGE, STEAKS, HAMBURGER 
 AND OTHER MEAT PRODUCTS

 • Pork  • Beef  • Poultry  • Lamb  • Venison
 • Whole Roasted Hogs  • Elk  • Homemade Smoked Sausage

 109 Farm Road, Dennison, MN  •  Monday-Friday 8a.m.-5p.m.; Saturday 8a.m.-2p.m.
 www.dennisonmeatlocker.com  •  dennisonmeats@gmail.com  •  507-645-8734(continued on page 15)

305 Main Street, Nerstrand, MN 55053
 507-334-6550

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and the “A Grinnell Mutual
 Member” mark are property of Grinnell Mutual 
 Reinsurance Company. ©Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance 
 Company, 2020.

KELLER INSURANCE AGENCY
 Your FarMutual Agent

 MAKE SURE 
 THEY HAVE A 
 BRIGHT FUTURE
 Kids are back in school, and that 
 means we all need to be careful.  
 Watch for buses, children
 walking to school and bicycles
 on the road.
 By playing it safe, we all can
 have a brighter future.
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on Thursday, August 6th, 2026 at 7:00 pm.
Present were Councilors Caleb Voight, Heidi
Cooke, Nichole Schloesser and Diane Rud-
dle, and clerk Jessica Page.
Councilor Voight moved to approve the

meeting minutes from June 4th 2026. Coun-
cilor
Schloesser second. Motion passed 5:0.
Councilor Schloesser moved to approve the

meeting minutes from July 9thth 2026. Coun-
cilor
Ruddle second. Motion passed 5:0.
Councilor Schloesser moved to approve the

Treasurer’s report. Councilor Cooke second.
Motion passed 5:0.
Sheriff: Not present.
Todd Greseth: August 25th major budget

meeting for the county. Large number was
thrown out, but Todd felt it will be able to be
brought down to a more manageable level.
There is currently a court case regarding the
data center in Pine Island, so it’s on hold for
now. Todd noted there are now folks showing
up in support of the data center, as well as
those who are against it. Districts 2 and 4
have races for the General Election. There are
2 candidates running for sheriff.
Old Business/Committee Reports/Build-

ing Permits: Lots of re-roofing permits
going through, but nothing else.
Administrative Issues:
1) The Sapphire Event Center and Liquor

License. Last month, an email was forwarded
to the council from Councilor Schloesser re-
garding her research on the issue. The mayor
also forwarded emails from the city attorney
and the stateAlcohol and Gambling Enforce-
ment office on liquor licenses and State
Statue 340A. The city attorney reviewed Or-

dinance 72 and prepared a memo outlining the
changes she believes would be appropriate to
create a new “event center” category. She also
presented a draft ordinance that would enact
the changes.
Being that some of the council members

didn't receive the emails or didn't have enough
time to review the information, it was decided
to hold off on a final decision on the liquor
fee. The city council then passed a new reso-
lution, incorporating the same language used
from Resolution 1-2026-01, except for allow-
ing the lower fee until the August 6th council
meeting.
Mayor Flaten moved to keep the license at

the full cost for the remainder of the year.
Councilor Cooke second. Motion passed

5:0.
2) Continued discussion on repealing Ordi-

nance 32 and replacing with Ordinance 90,
Firearms in the City Limits. Last month, the
city council came to a consensus regarding the
language for a fine/penalty for Ordinance 90.
Council feels the final version is ready to
move forward.
Public hearing is scheduled for September

3rd at 6:45.
3) Opus and billing issues update. The

mayor and city clerk had a conference call
with Mike Shuba from Opus on July21st. 7 is-
sues were discussed. The mayor believes the
meeting was productive and helpful in resolv-
ing the highlighted issues. If more issues need
to be addressed or necessary follow-up is war-
ranted, the mayor won't hesitate to ask for
more meetings and more accountability/clar-
ity.

From start
 to finish,
 we do the 

 entire project.
 Kitchens • Living Rooms

 Fireplaces • Floors
 Closets • Bathrooms

 New Projects • Remodels
 Barns • Roofs

 Siding • Garages
 Pole Sheds

 Wood Doc Construction
 Emery and John Maher

 507-271-4200
 www.wooddocconstruction.com

 Dennison, MN
 Lic. #BC628191

CITYOF NERSTRAND, MINNESOTA
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES (continued from page 14)
Clerks-Sent 1 disconnect and 3 past dues.

Budget Items to mention Computer and UPS.
Council wants UPS to be ordered now so we
do not lose any equipment to a lightning strike
or power surge.
Fire Dept- 5 Calls, applying for grants, hired

a new Fireman, and meeting with the town-
ships to discuss upcoming contracts.
Public Works(PW) Dept- The City of Ner-

strand’s Utility systems are not at risk of being
“hacked”. They would need to be online for
that to occur. Ours are not. The City Hall roof
is leaking in two areas due to flashing and
roof ball. July 25th PW team serviced and
checked lift station pumps, found some issues
but there is a plan. July 13th meet with Rural
water. Aug 6th meet with Bollig. Aug13th
meeting with Rural water. PWwants to know
what is Councils priority on roads to be paved
so they can get quotes for budgeting.
8. Ordinances-N/A
9. Resolutions
A. 2026-27 Donations for the Banners
Amotion was made by Karla and a vote was

approved by all.
B. Review and Finalize Financial Policy

(2026-28)
Amotion was made by Gretchen and a vote

was approved by all.
• 2026-26 Donations for the Park-trees
Amotion was made by Gretchen and a vote

was approved by all.
10. New Business

A. Streets and Highways-Pothole repair-
Steve had already done this ahead of the
meeting without knowing it was on the
agenda.
B. City Hall Capital Improvement (2nd

Floor layout)-Move to unfinished business
11. Unfinished Business
A. ACH Contract-Soon the City will offer

ACH for Utility Bills
Amotion made by Karla and a vote was ap-

proved by all.
B. Review Snow removal contract
Minor changes to the snow contract. En-

sure in front of sheils building is added and
through park.
• City Hall Tuck Pointing-Chimney is in

worse shape than we thought. Tuck pointers
would like to know how we would like them
to address the issue.Amotion was made that
they are to cover with cement to stop the
structure degradation was made by Karla and
all voted to approve.
12. Adjourn
A motion was made by Karla and a vote

was approved by all.
Next City Council Meeting is scheduled for

Sept 15th, 2026, at Nerstrand City Hall.
Todd Evavold, Mayor
LeAnna Anderson-Speiker, City Clerk

***

CITYOF DENNISON
MEETING MINUTES
August 6th , 2026
The August Dennison City Council meet-

ing was called to order by Mayor Jeff Flaten (continued on page 16)
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Subscribe Today To Your
 Hometown Messenger

YES!
 I would like a volunteer subscription to the Mainstreet Messenger

 Includes Online Access. Email Address Required for Online Access.

Please enclose a $34.00 or $39.00 check payable to Mainstreet Messenger.
 Mail this form to:  Mainstreet Messenger Business & Subscription Office

 PO Box 125, Dennison, MN 55018.

 Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Phone No. 

Email 

$34.00 (In 55018 & 55053 Zip Code Areas)
$39.00 (Outside of 55018 & 55053 Zip Code Areas)

4) Fire hydrant on 378th street. After our
July meeting, Nate reached out to Travis from
Hayward about the hydrant and whether it
needed to be totally replaced. MRWA and
Core and Main representatives came to town
to give their opinion and offer their help. It
was determined the hydrant could be fixed
(break away hydrant) and Rural Water could
help the City do that. The replacement kit and
parts needed would roughly be around 500 to
600 dollars. It will take about three weeks for
the parts to come in. As of right now, the hy-
drant is not usable but not on the verge of a
complete failure, either.We anticipate it being
fixed the first or second week in August.
5) The mayor is requesting the council to

approve removing four trees in town this year.
One is on 376th street, a dead ash tree. Two
poplar trees on 3rdAvenue, in the city boule-
vard and in front of S. Jeno's property. The
other tree is also on 3rdAvenue and in front of
Malecha's house, a dead ash tree. John Miner
was contacted to give the city an estimate. To
remove, grind the stumps and to fill with
holes with black dirt, it will cost $750.00 per
tree. John will also include trimming one of
the trees in the city park which has low hang-
ing branches, west tree near the playground.
See what is left of the dollars that are bud-
geted. Councilor Schloesser move to approve
the removal of the four trees, stumps ground,
and filled with black dirt by John Miner at the
cost of $750 each. Councilor Ruddle second.
Motion passed 5:0.
6) The four items (old metal round first aid

container with a stretcher in it, weight scale,
cinder blocks and black landscape fabric)
agreed by the city council to be removed from
the city shop/fire station were loaded up on
the clerk's trailer on 7-30-26 to be taken to the
auction in Mazeppa. The new
flammables/chemical cabinet is scheduled to
arrive at Menard's on 8-7-26. Councilor Rud-
dle will look at what should go in there.
7) Roof at City Hall was replaced by Rowan

Construction on 7-25-26.
8) East catch basin in the intersection of

GoodhueAvenue and County Road 9 was re-
paired/grouted by Bill Deustch on 7-22-26.
9) The annual Workers Comp audit for the

City is due to be completed. This is when the
hours and wages that everyone for the City
works is reviewed by the LMCIT representa-

tive. This determines the cost of coverage for
the City for the upcoming year. Each em-
ployee is covered in a different manner based
on their job with the City. If an individual is
performing a work task outside of their clas-
sification, it could affect their ability to be
covered if something happens to them while
completing that work. The City is to have ac-
curate records of who worked what hours
doing what job. In order to have accurate
records, the person who is filling in for Nate
does need to document those hours worked,
and get paid for them. The City Council
should also probably approve the person
doing those tasks, and the pay they should re-
ceive, in order to ensure that person is cov-
ered in case something happens to them
while performing those tasks. General main-
tenance role for the folks who are filling in
for Nate.
10) Updates from Zach Bubany/Bollig was

sent out via email to the council regarding
Rural Development and next steps moving
forward. The mayor has completed the two
required online classes for the EPA federal
grant. Jessica has sent all the requested bal-
ance sheets and financial statements to
USDA RD. On 8-4-26, EPA approved wav-
ing the cost sharing requirement to provide
non-federal funds in the amount of $250,000
for the FY 2026 appropriation of $1,000,000
for the City of Dennison for the Water Infra-
structure Improvement Project. Zach plans
on attending the September council meeting.
11) Update regarding the intersection at

Goodhue Avenue, 1st Avenue Court and
County Road 9.
The mayor reached out to the bank and the

owner of the property across the street, the
old ford building, about using cameras to
record pedestrian traffic for use in a study to
meet the requirements Goodhue County
needs to move forward with potential safety
improvements.
The bank is unable to assist the City, but the

owner across the street is willing. The mayor
was also informed by Austin Lowell, Public
Health Educator from Goodhue County, that
MNDoT has a Portable Counter Loan Pro-
gram for bicycle and pedestrian traffic count-
ing. He would be very willing to help with
the setup. The mayor is willing to submit an
application to SMIF for a Small Town Grant
to help with the costs to do the pedestrian
study which Goodhue County is requesting

before any improvements occur. Grant re-
quests can be up to $10,000 with $2,500
matching by the community. Deadline to
apply is August 19th
12) The MN DNR has grant money avail-

able to help remove and replace ash or high-
risk unsafe trees. The 2026 Protect
Community Forests for Community Re-
siliency Grant applications are due by Sep-
tember 14th.
No matching funds are required. The mayor

plans on submitting an application.
13) The mayor attended the Nerstrand Fire

& Rescue Contract meeting on 7-29-26.
Nothing is set in stone yet, but the fire chief
is trying to keep the budget increase to less
than 5%.
14) CityWebsite. Mayor talked with Catalis

about our contract and pricing.We can renew
our current website for 1 year 2027-2028, the
price would be $ 1,300. If we would like to
extend for another year, they would like to
know by the end of the year. If we plan on
severing ties with Catalis, then they need to
be notified by the end ofAugust. To upgrade,
redesign and meet ADA requirements, the
pricing would be: Year 1 = $1,800, Year 2 =
$1,908, Year 3 = $2,022 and Year 4 =
$2,143.00. Councilor Ruddle move to sever
ties with Catalis and use Municipal Impact
allowing for time for set up and transfer.
Councilor Schloesser second.
Motion passed 5:0.
Councilor Ruddle moved to allow the set

up fee of no more than $600 if needed. Coun-
cilor Cooke second. Motion passed 5:0.
15) The mayor checked with the LMC on

whether or not the City needed to paint a
handicap sign on the parking stall on the
street in front of City Hall. Information pro-
vided by the LMC, and their determination
is that we don't need to.
16) Nate's review and summary. The city

council conducted his review and listened to
his concerns. Nate received a 4% cost of liv-
ing increase, to $29.78 per hour. With the
new improvements to our Water Treatment
Facility coming down the road, the city coun-
cil is expecting Nate's water license will need
to be upgraded to a C, after construction is
complete and operational. Council encour-
aged him to work towards that goal/require-
ment starting now.
He was also reminded that he needs to sub-

mit the DMR numbers to Jessica by the 10th
day of every month.
17) Mayor Jeff Flaten filed for office.

Council Member (2 positions) had three peo-
ple file for office, Diane Ruddle, Cole Scad-
sem, and Heidi Cooke.
18) State Primary Elections are on August

11th
19) City budget work session is scheduled

for Tuesday, August 25th at 6 pm.
20) Set dates plowing request for bids. Sept

1 due at 5:00 or noon.
Citizens Issues:
Mayors Issues:
Utilities: Update from Nate:
copper testing done...
Water meter changed at the Meat Locker

and water filter changed at City Hall on 7-23-
26.
Fire hydrants flushed on 7-17-26. Ponds

have lots of storage.
Councilor Voight moved to pay the bills.

Councilor Cooke second. Motion passed 5:0.
Councilor Schloesser moved to adjourn the

meeting. Mayor Flaten second. Meeting ad-
journed at 8:37 pm.
Next meeting: Regular meeting is Thurs-

day, September 3rdat 7:00 pm.
Public Hearing for Proposed Ordinance 90

will be at 6:45pm just prior to the meeting.

DENNISON CITY COUNCIL
(continued from page 15)
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AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

507-455-9260
 Mon-Tues-Wed-Thurs  11am-9pm

 Friday 11am-9pm
 Sat 3:00pm-9:00pm • Sun Closed

CELEBRATING
 25 YEARS

 OF
 FINE DINING

 AT
 208 NORTH 

 CEDAR
 IN

OWATONNA

TOREYS.NET

BOOK YOUR
 FALL & WINTER EVENTS!

 Banquet Hall,
 Seating Up to 300

 CHECK OUT OUR 
 MANY NEW

 LUNCH & DINNER 
 MENU ITEMS!

Don t Let 
 Your Hurry 
 Come Before 
 Your Hunger!

507-451-9666
 1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna • South of Lowe’s • Dine In Only • Expires September 30, 2 026

 Hours: Monday: 11am-9pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-9pm

MENU
 OR

 BUFFET
10% OFF

DAILY SPECIALS

DRINKS • APPETIZERS • SANDWICHES
 BURGERS • SALADS • WRAPS • DESSERTS

 Closed Mon.; Tues-Thur 11am-9pm; Fri-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm 
 111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN

 507-634-3133

BREAKFAST,
 LUNCH, DINNER

635 2nd Street, Kenyon
 Hours:

 Mon. CLOSED; Tues.-Wed.-Thurs. 11am-8pm;
 Fri. 7am-8pm; Sat. 7am-8pm; Sun. 8am-1:30pm

 507-789-1100

BURGERS, ESPRESSO
 HOTDISH, PIZZA

 ICE CREAM
TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

55%% OOFFFF55%% OOFFFF5% OFF
MMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEEMMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEEMEAL PURCHASE

EExxppiirreess SSeepptteemmbbeerr 3300,, 22002266.. DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll..EExxppiirreess SSeepptteemmbbeerr 3300,, 22002266.. DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll..Expires September 30, 2026.  Does not include alcohol.
NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr..NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr..Not valid with any other offer.

wwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoommwwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoommwww.plazamorena.com

DDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMMDDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMMDINING ROOM
OOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekk 1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmmOOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekk 1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmmOpen 7 Days a Week 11:00am-10:00pm

116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa •• 550077--441133--00881199116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa •• 550077--441133--00881199160 26th St NE, Owatonna • 507-413-0819

DAILY SPECIALS!
 Noon Buffet 11am to 2pm

ORDER ONLINE!
 WWW.DODGEPLAZAMORENA.COM
 Sunday-Thursday 11:00am to 9:00pm
 Friday-Saturday 11:00am to 10:00pm

 411 W. Highway St. Dodge Center
 507-374-9555

5% OFF MEAL PURCHASE WITH THIS AD

With this ad
 Cannot be used with other offers.

CLIP & SAVE

Cahill Bistro & Bar
 Latin American Fusion

 Breakfast served weekends 9am to 2pm
 Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs.  3 to 5:30pm

 Mon.-Thurs. 10am - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 10am - 10pm
 632 2nd street Kenyon, MN

 507-623-1001 • www.cahillbistrobar.com

5% OFF With ad Good  through September 30, 2026

550077--663344--77440000550077--663344--77440000507-634-7400
440011 88tthh SSttrreeeett SSEE,, KKaassssoonn,, MMNN440011 88tthh SSttrreeeett SSEE,, KKaassssoonn,, MMNN401 8th Street SE, Kasson, MN

HHoouurrss:: CClloosseedd SSuunnddaayyss && MMoonnddaayyss;;HHoouurrss:: CClloosseedd SSuunnddaayyss && MMoonnddaayyss;;Hours: Closed Sundays & Mondays; 
TTuueess--WWeedd--TThhuurrss NNoooonn--CClloossee;;TTuueess--WWeedd--TThhuurrss NNoooonn--CClloossee;;Tues-Wed-Thurs Noon-Close;

FFrrii && SSaatt 1111AAMM--CClloosseeFFrrii && SSaatt 1111AAMM--CClloosseeFri & Sat 11AM-Close

112 Main Street  Wanamingo, MN 
 Bar Hours:

Mon-Thurs 11am-10pm; Fri-Sat 11am-1am
 Sun 11am-9pm
 Kitchen Hours:

Monday-Saturday 11am-9pm; Sunday 11am-7pm

HAPPY HOUR M-F 2-6PM • $4 APPETIZERS!

STARTS
WEEKENDS
AT 1:00PM

10AM-1PM

440088 WW MMaaiinn,, KKaassssoonn •• 550077--663344--77226633440088 WW MMaaiinn,, KKaassssoonn •• 550077--663344--77226633408 W Main, Kasson • 507-634-7263
MMoonnddaayy--FFrriiddaayy 66aamm--66ppmm;; SSaattuurrddaayy--SSuunnddaayy 88aamm--66ppmmMMoonnddaayy--FFrriiddaayy 66aamm--66ppmm;; SSaattuurrddaayy--SSuunnddaayy 88aamm--66ppmmMonday-Friday 6am-6pm; Saturday-Sunday 8am-6pm

CCllaassssiicc CCooffffeeee && EEsspprreessssoo •• SSppeecciiaallttyy SSooddaassCCllaassssiicc CCooffffeeee && EEsspprreessssoo •• SSppeecciiaallttyy SSooddaassClassic Coffee & Espresso • Specialty Sodas 
SSmmooootthhiieess •• SSiiggnnaattuurree DDrriinnkkssSSmmooootthhiieess •• SSiiggnnaattuurree DDrriinnkkssSmoothies • Signature Drinks

PPaassttrriieess BBaakkeedd FFrreesshh IInn HHoouusseePPaassttrriieess BBaakkeedd FFrreesshh IInn HHoouusseePastries Baked Fresh In House
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Steel, Farm Machinery,
 Car Bodies, Aluminum, 

 Copper, Batteries, 
 Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

 June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408
 www.ldrecycling.com

Tatge
 Jewelry

 Awards By Tatge
 Celebrating 51 Years

 of Business
 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN

 (507) 789-6522

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue
 651-923-4441

 Lodermeiers.net

 • Machinery Storage
 • Commercial
 • Livestock Buildings
 • Garages

SIFT  (SAVE IT
 FROM

 TRASH)

 THRIFT STORE
 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
 Saturday 9am to 5pm

 DOUG AND MARY KLATT
 Call us today!

 507.259.2386

• Tires
 • Wheel alignments
 • Steering & suspension
 • Brake repair
 • A/C maintenance
 • Batteries

641 S Main Wanamingo
 507-824-2710

Todd Ryan
 651-764-5590

 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com
 Goodhue, MN
 Branch Office

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm
 Sat 10am-3pm

 Closed Sundays and major holidays
 530 2nd St. Kenyon
 507-789-5622

Shop the
 Kenyon Thrift Store
 often to enjoy our
 monthly variety of 

 discounts!

COUNTRY GOODS

 OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm
 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna • View/Like us on Facebook

 507-451-5661

 ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABELA’S

 INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
 HOME DECOR

 LAWN DECORATIONS
 UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

 OVER 100 CHOCOLATE 
 DELICACIES HANDMADE

 IN STORE!
SWEETESTPLACE INTOWN

UNIQUE
CANDIES

* Over 40 Years Experience
 * Residential
 * Farm
 * Commercial

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN
 Ph: 507-633-6355

 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
 for your next real estate transaction

 or loan closing.

Largest Antique Store
 in Dodge County

 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
 507-635-5554
 Facebook@

 MantorvilleSquareAntiques

Full Line of Square Tubes, 
 Channels, Angle,

 Flat & Pipes

 Shearing, Cutting and 
 Bending

 61154 190th St Dodge Center
 507-374-2524

•• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •• DDuunnddaass•• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •• DDuunnddaass• Bellechester • Castle Rock • Claremont • Dennison • Dodge Center • Dundas
•• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo•• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo• Goodhue • Hampton • Kenyon • Mazeppa • Nerstrand • Randolph • Wanamingo

•• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss•• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss• West Concord • Zumbro Falls

BBuussiinneessssBBuussiinneessssBusiness
LLiinnkkLLiinnkkLink

LARGEST
GIFT STORE

IN
SO. MN!

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

 FAHNING &
ASSOCIATES LLC.

Licensed Life And Health 
 Insurance Agent

 35 West Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

 (507) 374-6342
 Life • LTCI • Employee Benefits

 Health Insurance • MNsure Certified Agency

BETH S.
 FAHNING -H ANGGL

 AGENT #46786

Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice

 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Specializing in
 Farm Equipment Repair
 Authorized      Dealer

 DOT Inspections/Welding
 507-789-6321

502 Huseth Street, Kenyon

 Kenyon NAPA Store
 507-789-5254

Bruce Freerksen
 (507) 273-9110

 brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com
 West Concord, MN

PLACE
 YOUR AD

 ON
 THIS PAGE

 Call Terry at
 507-951-7417

 or 
 Email:

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Cat Country 
 Tire LLC

 Online tire ordering is now available on our website!

 www.catcountrytire.com
 Stop in or call 651-380-8731

 for service.

Jon Harvey & Bradley Marking, Owners
 Serving Bellechester, Goodhue & Surrounding Communities

 ON-SITE OR IN-STORE
 TIRE SERVICE

 OTR/Farm/Truck/SUV/ATV

 AGRICULTURAL TRACK SALES 
 AND INSTALLATION
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SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!

News, Photos, Events...
Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: SOLAR SYSTEM
ACROSS
1. Ancient Peruvian
5. Hit the slopes
8. Bro or sis
11. Thomas the Engine's warning
12. *Sun, e.g.
13. Twist and distort
15. Carpenter's groove
16. *Jupiter's inner "ring"
17. MC Hammer's "2 ____ 2 Quit"
18. *It makes up the majority of Jupiter's mass
20. Narrative poem
21. "When ____ Cry" by Prince
22. Louisville Slugger
23. Chase
26. Puffy cloud
30. Nurses' org.
31. Frozen drink
34. Ricci of fashion
35. Same as climate
37. Buddy Holly's "Peggy ____"
38. Knight's breastplate
39. Flying toy
40. a.k.a. pennant
42. Possesses
43. Appetizer
45. Like certain pine
47. Large edible mushroom
48. ____-Arts, or fine arts
50. Disparaging remark
52. *The largest moon in the Solar System
55. *Jupiter's Great Red Spot
56. Up it in poker
57. Exclamation of disgust
59. Famous diarist Samuel ____
60. Like decorated cake
61. Reply from a tunnel
62. Tarzan's adoptive dad
63. Neither here ____ there
64. Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence, acr.

DOWN
1. It would
2. Master of ark
3. Buffalo Bill's last name
4. In conflict (2 words)
5. Coach-and-four
6. Type of leaf cabbage, pl.
7. *Reason for Mars' redness
8. Kind of palm
9. Author Murdoch
10. Sandwich with acronym name
12. Snow mover
13. Flash of light
14. *Farthest planet from sun in our Solar
System
19. Make awake
22. Opposite of vend
23. Gets ready for a trip
24. Dark
25. Indian restaurant yogurt staple
26. ____ Zhen in "Fist of Fury"
27. *The Solar System spans roughly 1.6
____-years
28. Uniate church member
29. Impudent
32. ____-friendly
33. *Center of the Solar System
36. *The smallest planet
38. Per ____, or yearly
40. Vigor
41. Approved
44. 4 years for a U.S. President, pl.
46. Daisies
48. Bench in Mexico
49. Larger key on the right
50. Pas in ballet
51. Between trot and gallop
52. Effect of pain?
53. Mussolini, with Il
54. Not counterfeit
55. Relaxation location
58. Ornamental pond dweller
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CCHHEECCKK OOUUTTCCHHEECCKK OOUUTTCHECK OUT
OOUURROOUURROUR

DDIIGGIITTAALLDDIIGGIITTAALLDIGITAL 
BBAANNKKIINNGGBBAANNKKIINNGGBANKING
OOPPTTIIOONNSSOOPPTTIIOONNSSOPTIONS

Online Banking   • Mobile Banking   • Online Bill Pay  
 Cardhub   • E-statements  • Digital Wallets

 Mobile Deposits   • Smart Deposit ATM

www.heritagebankmn.com
DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929

 NORTHFIELD:  1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736

 WEST CONCORD:  181 Main Street 507-527-2236




