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• We Install Lift Pumps
 • Opening Sewer Lines
 • Tank Finder

 We Service
 Dodge County

• GriefShare support group for anyone
experiencing loss of a loved one, friend, or
other significant person in their lives, meets
Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30 pm, at Anchor Of
Hope Church, 203 E. Main St., Dodge Cen-
ter, MN. Contact Dale E. Rood, pastor emer-
itus, at 507-633-2772, or go to the GriefShare
website.
• The United Methodist Church of Dodge

Center at 20 First Street NE offers a dine in
and carry out meal from 5:00-6:00pm the
third Wednesday of each month.

Do you have an announcement?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Rich Fjerstad is the current Hayfield Mayor
and running unopposed.
There are six names on the ballot for the two

open Hayfield City Council.

Chris Nelson has lived in Hayfield his
whole life, other than 4 years in the US Navy,
so 46 years. Chris and his wife Michele have
triplets Carly Isaac and Aidan, they are 21

years old
He is currently the business owner of Nel-

son’s Gas Inc of Hayfield. This will be his
first time to run for the city council. “I’ve

worked with the maintenance crew for many
years.”

Local Hayfield Candidates

Chris Nelson  Randy Demmer Dave Subbert  Richard (Rick) Linskey  Joshua Therring Tyler Kramer  Rachel Gagliasso

(continued on page 4)

Hayfield Grocery
Celebrates First Year
The Hayfield Grocery, Hardware and Liquor Store had an open

house this past weekend to commemorate their first year in busi-
ness. Store owner Shikhar Kanki and his wife live in Rochester
and staff the store with help from a couple part time employees.
The 5,000 square foot grocery store offers a full selection of fresh
meat, dairy, eggs and produce along with the canned and dry
goods, bread and frozen products. He has reset the store with a
more convenient and friendly arrangement of the display aisles
and recently finished an upgrade of the freezers and cold storage.
They are proud to offer a complete selection for your grocery shop-
ping needs.Shikhar Kanki (continued on page 5)
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Religion

First Congregational Church
 515 Walnut Street, Mantorville • 507-635-3011

 Church of the Nazarene
 Pastor Johannes Marsland • 507-721-2500

 205 Mantorville Ave S. Kasson
 Sunday 6pm worship

 Community Celebration Church
 Pastor: Steve Larson • 507-634-1463

 27337 Co. Hwy 34, Kasson
 Sunday worship  9am  & 10:30am

 First Baptist Church
 Pastor: John Todor
 305  4th St, Kasson

 Sunday 9:30am Sunday school; 10:30am worship

 Church of the Holy Family
 Father John Lasuba • 507-634-7520

 1904  Mantorville Ave N, Kasson
 Sunday 8:30am Mass; Wednesday 9am Mass

 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
 Pat Dee pastoral asst. • 507-634-6081

 101  1st St, NE, Kasson
 Sunday  10am worship; Wednesday 5:30pm community meal

 Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran Church
 Pastor Karl Christie • 507-634-3183

 600  8th Ave  NW, Kasson
 Sunday 9am worship

 South Zumbro Lutheran LCMC
 Pastors: Pete Wyttenbach & Jeff Bernards

 4830  120th  Ave SW, Kasson
 Sunday Worship 9:00a.m.

 St. John’s Lutheran ELCA
 John Welsenburger, Deborah Lyanga, Kristin Schlauderaff

 507-634-7110
 301  8th Ave  NW, Kasson

 Sunday 9am; Wednesday  6:30pm

 Pleasant Corners Evangelical Church
 Pastor: Jacob Hanson • 507-634-7823

 21927  650th St. Kasson
 Sunday 11am

KASSON KASSON
Area Church Directory

 The Heart Command
 I would not have known what coveting really 

 was if the law had not said, “You shall not 
 covet.” — Romans 7:7

 Most people agree that the commandments we 
 have been discussing lately—about promoting 
 justice, honesty, respect for others and their 
 property, and more—offer clear, practical 
 boundaries for living together in society. 
 Guidelines like these are found in all kinds of 
 societies around the world.

 We might even think, like many of God’s people 
 in ancient Israel did, that keeping these commands 
 is possible. But the law doesn’t satisfy God’s 
 requirements for our hearts. The apostle Paul 
 painfully realized this when he wrestled with the 
 darkness in his own heart. Though he thought he 
 had been able to keep these commandments 
 through his actions, he was cut to the heart when 
 he read, “You shall not covet.” God commands 
 that we show love not only through our actions 
 but also with our hearts. By this standard, we are 
 all guilty of failing to love others.

 Thankfully, our heart problem can be solved. 
 “While we were still sinners,” Paul writes in 
 Romans 5:8, “Christ died for us.” Jesus is the only 
 one who could ever satisfy the demands of God’s 
 law for perfect obedience and love. And since we 
 are forgiven through Jesus’ sacrifice for our sake, 
 the Holy Spirit gives us new hearts directed 
 toward loving God and our neighbors.

 Our new life in Christ moves us beyond mere 
 outward obedience. By trusting Jesus, our restless 
 hearts find true satisfaction in him alone, so that 
 we can truly love others. 

 Jesus, thank you for rescuing us. By your 
 Spirit, fill our hearts so that we can love others 
 as you have loved us. Amen.

Grace Methodist Church
 Pastor: Jacob Hanson • 507-634-7823

 801  5th Ave NW, Kasson
 Sunday  9am worship; 10am fellowship

 10:30am Sunday school

 First Presbyterian Church
 Rev. Loren Olson • 507-634-7481

 101  6th Ave  NW, Kasson
 Sunday  10am worship; 11am fellowship

 Kasson Church of Christ
 Pastor: Dale DePeel • 507-254-7258

 901  8th Ave NW, Kasson
 Sunday  10am worship

 Wednesday  7:30pm prayer service

HAYFIELD
Cedar Creek Church

 Pastor Barry Durkee • 507-477-2255
 30 East Main Street, Hayfield

 CedarCreekChurch.org
 Worship 10:00a.m. Sundays

 West St. Olaf Lutheran, ELCA
 Pastor Paul Thompson • 507-365-8222

 West: 70640 260 Ave, Hayfield • WestStOlaf.org
 Worship 10:00a.m.

 Trinity Lutheran Church
 Pastor Kristen Anderson • 507-477-2248

 104 1st St SE, Hayfield • churchoffice@trinityhayfield.com
 Sunday Worship 9:00a.m.; Sunday School 10:00a.m.

 E-mail your church announcements, schedule, etc.
 to The Messenger at:

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THE CHURCH DIRECTORY IS SPONSORED BY :
160 26th St NE, Owatonna

 507-413-0819
 Dining Room Open 7 Days a Week

 11:00am-10:00pm
 www.plazamorena.com

Published in cooperation with Mainstreet Publishing Minnesota, Inc.
 © 2026, Dodge Center, Claremont, West Concord, Kasson, Mantorville, Hayfield Messenger. 

 All rights reserved.

MAIL
 32 West Main Street • P.O. Box 33

 Dodge Center, MN  55927

 PHONE/TEXT  507-649-3327

 FAX 507-645-9878
 For advertising information
 call Terry at 507-951-7417, 
 Journey at 507 384-1521

 or email:
 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

The Power
of Story

By Peter Moen
Concord Church of Christ

In the background of our lives are stories.
More than facts and figures and outcomes,
stories guide how we live our lives, how we
interact with people, how we work, what we
hope for. We attach ourselves to stories and,
sometimes, we become a character in the sto-
ries. We imagine our lives lived through the
people, places, and events of these stories.
Think of the story of The Little Engine that

Could. Seared into my mind is this board
book with the blue steam-powered locomo-
tive with a smiling face on the smokestack.
On the pages of the book is the story of a train
carrying toys and food to kids who are on the
other side of the mountain. The locomotive
pulling the train breaks down and the toys and
food are left stranded on the tracks.
As other locomotives pass by the helpless

train they are either too important or too old to
make the trip, but then comes along another
smaller, less important locomotive who says,
“I think I can, I think I can, I think I can.”
From this story is born a belief that even the

smallest, most seemingly insignificant of
characters can do big things if they just try.
How many times have children said, “I think

ther, a jealous, angry older son, and a foolish,
repentant younger son. We are invited by
Jesus to attach ourselves to any one of
them—or all of them—and decide how we
ought to respond! We are invited by Jesus to
participate in the actions of a story that shows
love and mercy and grace and forgiveness.
Through parables we learn who is our

brother and sister and how we are to love
them. We are taught how our Good Father
will provide for us.We are taught what God’s
kingdom is all about and how we are to live
in it. We are taught how to pray.
The power of stories is something we un-

derestimate to our own peril. And stories are
all around us. Politicians tell us stories. Social
media influencers tell us stories. Pop stars tell

us stories. Sports tell us stories. What stories
are you consuming and making part of your
story? Are you taking hold of stories that are
life-giving and God pleasing?
Jesus tells us parables that are meant to

guide us to become more like who we were
ultimately created to be—human beings
made in God’s image reflecting the same love
He has shown us. In Jesus’ parables we are
given powerful stories, more powerful than
any of the other stories this world can tell.
May we take hold of Jesus’ parables in our
lives and may we reflect their life-giving
truth in our daily walk.

I can,” to some daunting task because of a
story told to them? This is the way stories
work in our lives. They expand our imagina-
tion and encourage us to live in a certain way.
Jesus knows this. In his ministry one of his

favorite ways to get a point across was to tell
stories. Throughout the Gospels of Matthew,
Mark, and Luke we receive stories—para-
bles—about how we are called to understand
the world and how to live our lives. These
parables invite us not to elucidate theological
doctrines, but they invite us to imagine real
world examples of how we interact with
God’s creation.
In Luke 15 Jesus tells of a man who had two

sons. The younger son asked for his inheri-
tance and moved away to a distant land and
squandered his inheritance. He became desti-
tute and lowered himself to feeding pigs and
even tempted to eat their food. He had hit
rock bottom. He decided to return home and
beg for mercy from his father. He figured be-
coming a servant of his father would make
for a better life than where he presently found
himself.
Instead, the father joyously received his son

back, restored him as a son, and threw a big
party. The older son was angry and jealous.
He had always been faithful to his father, but
he had not received such a celebration as his
bum of a younger brother. But the merciful
father says, “My son you are always with me,
and everything I have is yours. But we had to
celebrate and be glad, because this brother of
yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost
and is found.”
In this parable we learn about a merciful fa-

FOOD SHELF MANAGER
 Semcac is currently accepting applications 

 for a Food Shelf Manager, 24 hours per 
 week, at the Kasson Contact Center.
 Must be able to multi-task, complete 

 paperwork, lift and stock items, do food 
 rescue and provide support to clients.

 A positive attitude, networking with 
 community organizations and groups, 

 working with volunteers,
 and computer skills required.  

 Applications and more information 
 available at  www.semcac.org, or by 

 contacting Robyn Steffens at  
 robyn.steffens@semcac.org

 or 507-864-8272.
 EOE
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Education

COMMUNITY 
 GROWN INSURANCE

www.vsgmi.com   

North Risk Partners
 Rochester

 2048 Superior Drive, Suite 100
 Rochester, MN

 Phone: 507-288-7600
 Email: jesse.stenke@northriskpartners.com

 Insurance Brokers
 of  Byron

 505 Frontage Rd NE
 Byron MN 55920

 Phone: 507-775-7280
 Email: a.sanders@insurancebrokersmn.com

 Sviggum Agency
 133 Main Street

 Wanamingo
 Phone: 507-824-5105

 Email:
 agent@svigguminsurance.com

 Kalass Agenty
 242 Main Street
 Zumbrota, MN

 Phone: 507-732-7614
 Email:

 kalassagency@kalassagency.com

 We’ve Got Your
 Family’s Back

 Personalized insurance solutions 
 to protect your family’s future
 and security, no matter what.

The
2026-27

School Year
is Off to a

Great Start

Our students are settling into routines, pro-
cedures, and expectations. Staff members are
working hard to establish the foundation for
a successful school year.
There are many experiences and milestone

moments throughout each school year and
each child’s educational journey. When we
reflect on our school experiences, we remem-
ber the relationships built, the life lessons we
learned, and fun events such as homecoming,
prom, snow week, field trips, and graduation.
Homecoming 2026 will take place October

5-10.We hope to bring our entire Triton com-
munity together (Claremont, Dodge Center,
andWest Concord) to celebrate our traditions
and support our current students and staff.
The highlights for Homecoming Week

are listed below:
• Coronation, Monday, October 5, 7:00 PM
• Volleyball Vs. Hayfield, Tuesday, October

6, 1:30 PM Vs. Hayfield
• Boys Volleyball Juniors Vs. Seniors, Tues-

day, October 6, After Volleyball Games
• Powderpuff Flag Football, Wednesday,

October 7, 6:00 PM
• Parade, Friday, October 9, 1:15 PM (route

pictured above)
• Football Game, October 9, 7 PM Vs.

Dover-Eyota (recognition of 2006 Prep Bowl
Champs)
• Dance for Grades 9-12, October 10, 7 PM
As a reminder to our school community,

Homecoming is a special time to celebrate all
the great things happening at Triton. We’re
proud to support school spirit and create
memorable experiences for our students and
families. As we head into this exciting time,
we want to remind everyone that “because
it’s homecoming week” is not a sufficient ex-
cuse for inappropriate behavior. Unsports-
manlike or destructive behaviors will not be

tolerated. We want this week to reflect the
very best of Triton.
We have so much to be proud of - our fan-

tastic students, dedicated staff, and support-
ive families. By working together, we can
ensure Homecoming is a positive experience
for all. We are looking forward to seeing our
community, alumni, students, staff, and fam-
ilies enjoy the Homecoming tradition.
Thank you for taking the time to read this

article and for your continued engagement
with public education. Feel free to contact me
with any questions.
Together #WeAreTriton

Luke Lutterman
Triton Superintendent

Place Your Ad in the Next Issue of The Messenger
Keeping your name in front of your potential

customers is an essential part of marketing your
business in todays competitive market.

For Advertising Information, Contact Journey Parsons at (507) 384-1521,
Terry Campbell at (507) 951-7417, Office at (507) 649-3327.
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Community

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Cheers to 10 Years!

Live Band! Pete Meyer & Bill Finke 6:00-9:00 PM
 (2026 Winners in the Road to Memphis Contest)

Dodge County’s Greatest Anodyne
 16 West Main, Dodge Center

 507-273-9530
 Follow Us on Facebook @THEANNADINE

FRESH COFFEE • FINE WINE • CRAFT BEER • LIVE MUSIC

10 Year Anniversary Celebration
 Saturday, October 10th

 Open House 3:00-6:00 PM

OPEN
MIC

1st & 3rd
Thursdays of

the Month

Live Band! Pete Meyer & Bill Finke 6:00-9:00 PM
 (2026 Winners in the Road to Memphis Contest)

 Live Band! Pete Meyer & Bill Finke 6:00-9:00 PM
 (2026 Winners in the Road to Memphis Contest)

 10 Year Anniversary Celebration
 Saturday, October 10th

 Open House 3:00-6:00 PM

 10 Year Anniversary Celebration
 Saturday, October 10th

 Open House 3:00-6:00 PM

Local
Hayfield

Candidates
(continued from page 1)

Randy Demmer has been a resident of the
city of Hayfield his entire life. Been married
to Kathy for 47 years. They have 3 daughters
and 8 grandchildren. His job history includes
working in his father’s John Deere dealership
in Hayfield, farming (raising corn and soy-
beans), forming and growing a company in
Hayfield that sold computers and accounting
software, starting and managing a NAPAAuto
Parts store in Hayfield, acquiring NAPAAuto
Parts stores in Dodge Center and Kasson and
moving both to new stores in those communi-
ties, and becoming a partner and working in a
commercial/institutional/industrial construc-
tion company in Winona.
He has served as a member of the Oaks Golf

Club board, as treasurer of Trinity Lutheran
Church in Hayfield, as a member of Hayfield
Economic Development Authority board, as
a member of the Hayfield Community
Schools board, as a State Representative in
the Minnesota legislature, as a commissioner
on the board of the Southeastern Minnesota
Multi-County Housing and Redevelopment
Authority, on the board of Field Crest Care
Center in Hayfield, and on the board of the
Dodge County Community Foundation.
He would like to become knowledgeable in

the role of a council member so I can be a pro-
ductive contributor in the governance of our
community.
“I’d like Hayfield to continue to be a safe

and welcoming community in which to live,
work and raise our families. In addition, I’d
like our community to be an environment that
helps our existing businesses thrive and en-
courage the development of new business en-
terprises, homes and public amenities by and
for our citizens”.
Dave Subbert has lived in the Hayfield area

community his whole life, with his lovely
wife Yvonne and 4 children, Jordan, Breanna,
Devan and Harper.
Dave has been owner & operator of DS

Carpentry for 25 years.

“I have proudly been serving the City of
Hayfield as a councilman for 16 years. I will
continue to help the city grow and be fiscally
responsible”.
My goal has always been to keep property

taxes at a minimum while continuing to im-
prove the infrastructure and development of
the city.
Richard (Rick) Linskey. Has lived with

his family in Hayfield for over 30 years. He
has two successful adult sons, two grandsons,
and one more on the way. “2013 was a life
changing year for my family, and myself.
The military said 28 years was enough for
me, and I retired. While serving, I worked in
Maintenance and Logistics. My last deploy-
ment was 2011/12 to Afghanistan. I do not
have any experience working in a public of-
fice, however I do have plenty working with
large groups, and even working with differ-
ent Liaisons from different countries. I am
running for city council to be more involved
within the community”.
Joshua Therring. His current career is

working as a tunnel boring machine opera-
tor/technician.
He has not held a public office previ-

ously. “I want to participate more in the com-
munity and help with any changes the
community would like to see”.
Mark Peterson did not respond to inter-

view.
There are three Hayfield School board seats

open and three candidates running in this
election.
Tyler Kramer. Was born and raised in

Hayfield and moved away after college for
work. He moved back in 2017 with his wife
to raise their three children. He works at The
Mayo Clinic.
“I would like to be a good steward of the

resources to provide our students and staff
the best opportunity to succeed and excel and
work to earn the trust of the community, staff,
and students.” Tyler states. “I understand that

in a small community, the school is the
lifeblood for the community. I want the com-
munity to take pride in our school as well as
the students being proud that they represent
our school and community. I want new and
existing families feel like they are welcomed
to our school and community.”
Rachel Gagliasso, is running for the Hay-

field School Board. She has lived in the Hay-
field community for 16 years and has two
children attending Hayfield Elementary (4th
and 1st grade). She is actively involved in
Little Vikes Youth Sports - coaching soccer,
volleyball, basketball, and T-ball. Rachel is
also an active member of PIE, supporting
volunteer efforts for Hayfield Elementary.
Professionally, she has been a registered
nurse for 19 years, with experience in bed-
side nursing and nursing education. Most re-
cently, Rachel joined Winona State
University as an assistant professor in the un-

dergraduate nursing program. Her work in
healthcare and education has strengthened her
skills in collaboration, communication, prob-
lem-solving, and making thoughtful decisions
while considering different perspectives.
As a school board member, she would like

to help ensure Hayfield continues to provide a
safe, supportive, and high-quality learning en-
vironment where every student has the oppor-
tunity to succeed. “I not only bring a parent’s
perspective, but an educator’s commitment to
learning and will strive to work collabora-
tively to make responsible, evidence-in-
formed decisions. My goals are to support
strong communication between the district
and community, be a responsible steward of
district resources, and help Hayfield Commu-
nity Schools remain a place where students,
staff, and families feel valued and supported”.
TylerAnderson declined to be interviewed.

There is also a question on the ballot concerning the
Hayfield School District referendum.

School District Question 1. Revoking Existing Referendum RevenueAuthorization;Ap-
proving New Authorization The school board of Independent School District No. 203
(Hayfield Community Schools) has proposed to revoke the school district’ s existing ref-
erendum revenue authorization of $646.12 per pupil and to replace that authorization with
a new authorization of $1,250 per pupil. The proposed referendum revenue authorization
would be applicable for ten years commencing with taxes payable in 2027, and increase
each year by the rate of inflation beginning with taxes payable in 2028, unless otherwise
revoked or reduced as provided by law.
Shall the school district's existing referendum revenue authorization be revoked, and the

increase in the revenue proposed by the school board of Independent School District No.
203 be approved?
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A PLAN FOR EVERYONE
• Life • Health
• Annuities • IRA’s

• Employee Benefits • Long Term Care

• Medicare Supplements/Part D

FAHNING & ASSOCIATES LLC
Beth Hanggi

35 W. Main St., Dodge Center • 507-374-6342 • www.fahningandassocs.com

Providing our clients with the best coverage and value
for their insurance needs for more than 50 years.

West Concord Fire Department

 Annual Pancake Breakfast 
 Sunday, October 11th from 7:00 am to 1:00 pm

 at the West Concord Fire Department
 Serving: Pancakes,

 Scrambled Eggs & Sausage
 Cost:  $10.00 suggested donation for adults; 

 $6.00 for kids ages 6-12
 (children 5 & under free)

 A fundraiser for the West Concord
 Fire Department Relief Association

Hayfield
Grocery

Celebrates
First Year

(continued from page 1)

The hours of the grocery store are 9am to

quilts.
The store phone number is 507-307-5797

and they are happy to meet your needs and
serve support the local community.

9pm Monday through Thursday, 9am to
10pm Friday and Saturdays and 9am to 8pm
on Sundays.
In addition to the grocery store there is also

a hardware department attached to the store
to meet the needs of local handymen and
home maintenance and improvement proj-
ects. You can find nuts and bolts, tools, paint
supplies and many small items without leav-
ing town.
The liquor store is open Monday through

Saturday 9am to 9pm and 11am to 6pm on
Sundays. There is also a laundromat with a
separate entrance with six standard size
washers and dryers and an extra big washer
and dryer for large loads, heavy coats or
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Hayfield Community Ambulance Fundraiser

Do You Have An Announcement?
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

HayfieldAmbulance displaying fifty years of service to the
community Popcorn and cotton candy served in the Fire Hall Some of the customized bikes at the car show

A couple old hot rodsOld hot rod This vendor was selling ten kinds of flavored maple syrup
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Kasson Oktoberfest

507-634-4285  •   107 8th Avenue SW, Kasson, MN

 KFS OF HOPE
 Kasson, MN

 Proudly Serving Our Local Communities
 • High-quality animal nutrition products 

 and expert advisory services.

 • Vast selection of
 premium feeds,
 supplements and supplies.

 • Knowledgeable team for
 nutritional advice.

 • Quality feed for livestock
 and pets!

37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 

 Fireside Hours: Wed. & Thurs. 11:00 AM-8:30 PM; Fri. & Sat. 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sun. 9:00 AM-8:00 PM

 Bar Open Later
 wwwwww..ffiirreessiiddeelloouunnggee..nneettwwwwww..ffiirreessiiddeelloouunnggee..nneettwww.firesidelounge.net

CCaallll ttooddaayy ttooCCaallll ttooddaayy ttooCall today to
rreesseerrvvee yyoouurrrreesseerrvvee yyoouurrreserve your

sshhooww sseeaatt oorr mmaakkee yyoouurrsshhooww sseeaatt oorr mmaakkee yyoouurrshow seat or make your
ddiinnnneerr rreesseerrvvaattiioonn!!ddiinnnneerr rreesseerrvvaattiioonn!!dinner reservation!

550077--664455--99999922550077--664455--99999922507-645-9992

$$2255..0000$$2255..0000$25.00

SShhooww TTiimmee SSaattuurrddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 1100 aatt 77::0000 PPMMSShhooww TTiimmee SSaattuurrddaayy,, OOccttoobbeerr 1100 aatt 77::0000 PPMMShow Time  Saturday, October 10 at 7:00 PM
aatt SSaapppphhiirree EEvveenntt RRoooomm aanndd CCoocckkttaaiill LLoouunnggeeat Sapphire Event Room and Cocktail Lounge

MMaaiinn SSttrreeeett -- DDeennnniissoonnMain Street - Dennison

 TTHHEE KKIINNGGTHE KING
 CCRROOOONNEERRSSCROONERS

 TTRRIIBBUUTTEE SSHHOOWWTRIBUTE SHOW
 && DDAANNCCEE& DANCE

JJooiinn uuss ffoorr tthhiiss eexxppaannddeedd ttrriibbuutteeJJooiinn uuss ffoorr tthhiiss eexxppaannddeedd ttrriibbuutteeJoin us for this expanded tribute 
sshhooww ffeeaattuurriinngg CChhrriiss OOllssoonn’’sssshhooww ffeeaattuurriinngg CChhrriiss OOllssoonn’’ssshow featuring Chris Olson’s 

 TTRRIIBBUUTTEE TTOO EELLVVIISSTTRRIIBBUUTTEE TTOO EELLVVIISSTRIBUTE TO ELVIS
aanndd hhiissaanndd hhiissand his

 SSPPEECCIIAALL TTRRIIBBUUTTEE TTOO TTHHEESSPPEECCIIAALL TTRRIIBBUUTTEE TTOO TTHHEESPECIAL TRIBUTE TO THE 
 CCRROOOONNEERRSS IINNCCLLUUDDIINNGG TTHHEECCRROOOONNEERRSS IINNCCLLUUDDIINNGG TTHHEECROONERS INCLUDING THE 
 MMUUSSIICC OOFF FFRRAANNKK SSIINNAATTRRAA,,MMUUSSIICC OOFF FFRRAANNKK SSIINNAATTRRAA,,MUSIC OF FRANK SINATRA,

 DDEEAANN MMAARRTTIINN,,DDEEAANN MMAARRTTIINN,,DEAN MARTIN,
 BBOOBBBBYY DDAARRIINN AANNDD MMOORREE!!BBOOBBBBYY DDAARRIINN AANNDD MMOORREE!!BOBBY DARIN AND MORE!

LLIIMMIITTEEDD SSEEAATTIINNGG AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE -- RREESSEERRVVEE YYOOUURR SSEEAATT TTOODDAAYY!!LLIIMMIITTEEDD SSEEAATTIINNGG AAVVAAIILLAABBLLEE -- RREESSEERRVVEE YYOOUURR SSEEAATT TTOODDAAYY!!LIMITED SEATING AVAILABLE - RESERVE YOUR SEAT TODAY!

 EEnnjjooyy ddiinnnneerr aatt TThhee FFiirreessiiddee,,EEnnjjooyy ddiinnnneerr aatt TThhee FFiirreessiiddee,,Enjoy dinner at The Fireside,
 tthheenn sstteepp nneexxtt ddoooorr ffoorr tthhee sshhooww!!tthheenn sstteepp nneexxtt ddoooorr ffoorr tthhee sshhooww!!then step next door for the show!

SSHHOOWWSSHHOOWWSHOW
TTIICCKKEETTTTIICCKKEETTTICKET
PPRRIICCEEPPRRIICCEEPRICE

Powered by

wwwwww..eessppkkiinngg..ccoommwww.espking.com

++ TTaaxx++ TTaaxx+ Tax

 And

Our advertisers appreciate your business!
 Tel l them you saw their ad in The Messenger

 Phone: 507-649-3327  •  Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

ALlama dressed for Octoberfest in Kasson Saturday Polka band playing at the Kasson American Legion post A vendor selling wares on Main Street

Scott Seuss State Farm serving root beer floats Sandbox Coffee for a chilly rainy afternoon HyVee serving burgers
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Community

Specializing in Unique Jewelry,
Clocks & Custom Trophies

 TATGE JEWELRY
 Celebrating  50 Years of Business in 2025

625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN 55946  •  (507) 789-6522 or 1-800-58-TATGE  •   tatgejewelry.com

Local Convenience    Hometown Service    Small Town Savings

Sheriff Scott Rose of Dodge County an-
nounced today the commencement of the
Law Enforcement Scholarship Program for
2026. Sheriff Rose proudly announced that
the MSA Board of Directors has established
a scholarship fund for the awarding of up to
18 - $2,000 scholarships for this year. These
scholarships are due to the coordinated ef-
forts of the 87 elected Sheriffs of the State of
Minnesota.
The MSA gives special recognition to the

financial needs of students attending the
Peace Officer Skills Course or one of the
two- or four-year law enforcement degree
programs around the state. “The MSABoard

Minnesota
Sheriffs’

Association
Scholarship

Program

of Directors acknowledges the current chal-
lenges in recruiting and greatly appreciates
the individuals who decide to serve others
through a career in law enforcement. This is
one way that we can support that honorable
decision,” said Deputy Director Brian John-
son.
“Law enforcement remains an incredibly re-

warding and important profession,” said
Sheriff Scott Rose. “These scholarships give
us an opportunity to encourage the next gen-
eration of officers and support those who
want to serve and protect our communities.”.
The MSA recognizes the importance of pre-

entry training for people considering law en-

forcement as their career
choice. The MSA also
acknowledges that
some students may
need outside help in
meeting the costs of
such training, even
though they excel aca-
demically.
The MSA Scholarship Committee, in mak-

ing its selection of awards, intends to achieve
representation from all geographical areas of
the state. The scholarship deadline is Novem-
ber 30th, 2026. (continued on page 9)
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Legal Notices / Community

NOTICE OF BIDS – GARAGE DOOR
The City ofWest Concord is accepting sealed bids for the sale of the overhead garage door
at the Fire Hall.
• Condition: The door is soldAS IS. The City ofWest Concord makes no warranties, ex-

press or implied, regarding the condition or usability of the door.
• The door is approx. 9x11 and 2 years old.
• Removal: The successful bidder will be responsible for all costs and arrangements as-

sociated with moving the door from city property by November 2, 2026.
• Bidding Deadline: All bids must be received by 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 13,

2026. Winning bidder will be announced by the October 15, 2025 Council Meeting.
• No Minimum Bid
• Submission Requirements: Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked

“GARAGE BID” and delivered to:

City of West Concord
180 Main St.
P.O. Box 435

West Concord, MN 55985

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

NOTICE OFHEARING ON CITYOFWEST CONCORD
2027 STREET IMPROVEMENTS

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of West Concord will meet in the council
chambers at the Bell Tower Center, 401 Main Street of West Concord at 6:00p.m. on Oc-
tober 15, 2026 to consider making the proposed 2027 Street and Sidewalk Improvements
on Main Street (CSAH 36) from Third Street to Front Street, on Front Street (CSAH 36)
from Main Street to Concord Street (CSAH 24), on Third Street from Eugene Street to
South Street, on First Street from Eugene Street to Southview Street, on Southview Street
from First Street to State Street (TH 56), on all of Sterling Court east of First Street, and
on all of Todd Court east of First Street, pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 429.011 to 429.111.
The estimated cost of the improvement is $716,868. A reasonable estimate of the impact
of the assessment will be available at the hearing. Such persons as desire to be heard with
reference to the proposed improvement will be heard at this meeting.

www.hoo.cpa
 Call: 507-534-3837

 Email: info@hoo.cpa
 100 4th Ave, Suite 1, Plainview, MN 55964

 From expert tax prep to streamlined bookkeeping, we can help. 
 Call us today!

 Jolene Harvey, CPA • Michael Oliver, CPA • Ben Opsahl, Enrolled Agent • Colton Burke, CPA

 Our Services
 • Business & Personal Tax Service
 • Tax Planning
 • Bookkeeping & Payroll

 • Financial Statement Preparation
 • Business Consulting
 • QuickBooks Pro Advisors

 Serving clients in Plainview, Rochester, Zumbrota, St. Charles, Lake City & surrounding areas
 • Agricultural tax return preparation/bookkeeping/payroll

Minnesota Sheriffs’ Association
Scholarship Program

(continued from page 8)
Awards will be announced on the MSA web page and

on social media at the start of 2027.
Application forms and a statement of procedures are

available at the Dodge County Sheriff’s Office.
Scholarships are only available to students currently en-

rolled in one of the following three categories:
1. Mandated POST Skills Program
2. In their second year of a two-year law enforcement

program.
3. In their third or fourth year of a four-year college

criminal justice program.
To qualify, students must have completed at least one

year of the two-year program or two years of a four-year
program. Students meeting these criteria are invited to ob-
tain a scholarship application form from their local sher-
iff’s office or online at www.mnsheriffs.org.

38 W Main St, Dodge Center  •   507-633-6355
 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com  •  www.dclandtitle.com

 From the simplest residential closing, to the more complex commercial or farm real estate 
 transaction, Dodge County Land Title Company is committed to providing real estate 

 transactional expertise and personal customer service.

budget update; claims and
bills; treasurer’s report; open
enro l lment /nonres ident
agreements for student
#081825A; contracts for
Jenny Justice as TMS Special
Education Teacher and Janet
Bugarin as Special Education
Paraprofessional, resigna-
tions for Laura Laplander as
Paraprofessional effective
September 1, 2026 and
Becky Aarsvold as Parapro-
fessional effective August 8,
2026, and extra-curricular
contract for Karen Kleinwort
as Fall Play Director;
• Resolution Accepting Do-
nations;
• Triton Preschool Handbook
for 2026-2027;
• Triton Elementary Hand-
book for 2026-2027;
• Triton Middle/High School
Handbook for 2026-2027;
• Triton Staff Handbook for
2026-2027;
• Triton Coach/Advisor/Di-
rector Handbook for 2026-
2027;
• Cobra Care Handbook for
2026-2027;
• Updates to policies 506,
722, 806, 208, 402, 423, 425,
507.5, 509, 521, 524, 613,
621, 624, 709, 721, and 901;
• Establishing December 21,
2026, as the regular board
meeting to discuss the Levy
& Budget;
• Changing the June Board
Meeting from June 14, 2027,

TRITON ISD NO. 2125 –
SUMMARY SCHOOL
BOARDMINUTES
REGULAR SCHOOL
BOARDMEETING

MONDAY, AUGUST 17,
2026 – 6:00 P.M.

TRITON HIGH SCHOOL
MEDIACENTER –

DODGE CENTER, MN
& ZOOMVIDEO
CONFERENCING

This published information is
a summary of the full min-
utes of August 17, 2026, Tri-
ton School Board meeting. A
copy of the full minutes is
available for viewing in the
Triton District Office, 813
West Highway Street, Dodge
Center, or online at www.tri-
ton.k12.mn.us.

Present: Wendy Kenworthy,
Rebecca Knutson, J. Jensen,
Lloyd Henslin, Jr., Dale
Jensen, Brian Ginder, Scott
Curran, Luke Lutterman,
Tanisha Fox, Tricia Johnson,
Shane Van Beek, Kristy
Faber, Tina Kozisek, and oth-
ers.

The School Board approved
the following items:

•Agenda and consent agenda
including the July 20, 2026
regular meeting minutes and
August 10, 2026 study ses-
sion minutes as presented;

to June 7, 2027.

Meeting adjourned at 6:42
p.m.
_______________________

LEGALNOTICE

APPROVED MINUTES
OFTHE COUNTY

BOARD OF
COMMISSIONER’S

MEETING
SEPTEMBER 8, 2026

STATE OFMINNESOTA
COUNTY

ADMINISTRATION
OFFICE

COUNTYOF DODGE
MANTORVILLE, MN

The Chair called the meeting
to order at 9:30 a.m.
The following actions were
approved:
* Agenda as presented.
* The following Consent
Agenda items: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3,
1.4.
* Payment of the following
bills:
01 Revenue Fund

$ 94,220.03
13 Road and Bridge Fund

$ 54,025.36
16 Environmental Quality
Fund

$ 91,053.91
41 Ditch Fund

$ 6,750.00
Total $ 246,049.30
* Allocating $5,800 of the
opioid settlement funds to the
MNPrairie County Alliance
Multidisciplinary training
from the National Alliance
for Drug Endangered Chil-
dren as requested.
* The following personnel
actions: A.1, A.2, B.1, B.2,
B.3, B.4, B.5, C.1.
* Awarding parking lot seal
coat project to Jet Black at a
cost of approximately
$16,763.44 & Yellow Dawg
at a cost of approximately
$1,675.00 as recommended.
* Chair to sign Rehabilita-
tion Professional Service
Agreement with IENGA for
grandstand repairs at the fair-
grounds.
* The following Planning
Commission recommenda-
tion as reviewed on Septem-
ber 2, 2026:
- Return, LLC – CUP #25-05
(Amend)
* Adjourning the meeting at
11:21 a.m.
This is a summary only. A
complete set is available in
the Administration Office
at the Government Services
Building in Mantorville,
MN.



FIND  and DINE

E-mail the page the flag is on, 
 along with your address to:

 messengerdrawing@gmail.com

Find the apple hidden 
 somewhere in The 

 Messenger this week 
 and enter for a chance 
 to win a gift card to a 

 local restaurant.sample

 The winner for this week is
 PAM THOMAS from Dodge Center!
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SECTION 00 1110 ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Dodge County 22 6th Street East

Mantorville, MN 55955
Project: 2025-10327 - Dodge County Annex Site Remodel

General Notice
Dodge County (Owner) is requesting Bids for the construction of the following Project:
Dodge County Annex Site Remodel
Notice is hearby given Electronic Bids for the construction of the Project will be received online through QuestCDN.com
(Online Bidding Only) until October 6, 2026 at 10:00 local time. At that time the Bids received will be publicly opened
and read on Microsoft Teams.

The Microsoft Teams Meeting Link is:
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/26064145730160?p=IBbFvmjHLk8YXCHrs6

Meeting ID: 260 641 457 301 60 Passcode: sR3we7Am or by dialing +1 651-964-3755,,639000459# Phone Conference
ID 639 000 459#. The Board of Commissioners of Dodge County will consider such bids and the responsibility of the bid-
ders after 6:00 PM on October 13, 2026 for possible contract award.

1.1 The Project includes the following Work:

Base Bid: Removal and restoration of site amenities at the Dodge County Annex Building. Including but not limited to
removal of retaining walls concrete sidewalk and concrete stairs, construct a new concrete patio, construction of new
limestone retaining walls on site, reconstruction of portion of existing retaining wall using salvaged concrete modular block
from site, removal and repair of concrete sidewalk portion, general excavation and grading, landscaping and erosion con-
trol.

Deduct Alternate 1: Shall include the removal of all planting material from the base bid of the project. Note: mulch and
seeding is not included in the deduct alternate.

DESCRIPTION UNIT QUANTITY
Site Improvements LS 1
Deduct Alternate #1 LS 1

A. Bids will be received for a single prime Contract. Bids shall be on a Lump Sum Price basis as indicated in the Bid Form.
Each bid shall be accompanied by a 5% Bid Security per the Contract Documents.

OBTAINING THE BIDDING DOCUMENTS:

Information and Bidding Documents for the Project can be found at the following designated website:

A. Complete digital project bidding documents will be available on September 21st, 2026, at www.questcdn.com.You may
download the digital plan documents for $30.00 (additional $25.00 for submitting bid) by inputting Quest project
#10380101 on the website’s Project Search page. Please contact QuestCDN.com at 952-233-1632 or info@questcdn.com
for assistance in free membership registration, downloading, and working with this digital project information.An optional
paper set of project documents will also be available on September 21st, 2026, at Widseth, 3777 40th Avenue NW, Suite
200, Rochester, MN 55901 for a nonrefundable price of $75.00 per set. Please make your check payable to Widseth,
Rochester, MN. Please contact us at 507-292-8743 if you have any questions.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is:

Organization: WiDSETH: 3777 40th Avenue NW, Rochester, MN 55901

2.1 There will be NO Pre-Bid Meeting.

The Owner reserves the right to hold all bids for a period of sixty (60) days after the scheduled closing time set for
receiving bids. The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities, to reject any or all bids, and to award the Contract
to the lowest responsible bidder.

2.2 For all further requirements regarding bid submittal, qualifications, procedures, and contract award, refer to the In-
structions to Bidders that are included in the Bidding Documents.

2.3 Each bid must be accompanied by a Bidder's Bond or Certified Check made payable to Dodge County in a sum equal
to at least 5% of the bid amount. Bids must be sealed and addressed to Dodge County Administration, 721 Main St. N.,
Mantorville, MN 55955, and plainly labeled "Bid for Annex Site Remodel”

2.4 The right is reserved to reject any or all bids and to waive any defects therein.

THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS ISSUED BY:

3.1 Owner: Dodge County

Title: County Administrator

Date: September 18, 2026

Legal Notices

Mail this form to:  The Messenger Business & Subscription Office
 32 West Main, PO Box 33
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Name 

 Address 

 City/State/Zip 

 Phone No.

YES!  I would like a 1 year 
 subscription to The Messenger
 Please enclose a $49.00 check payable to The Messenger. 

 Check Enclosed

 Charge My:   Visa          MasterCard          AMEX          Discover 

 Account #

 CVV Security Code:                         Exp. Date:

CLIP ‘N MAIL

NOW

PUBLISHED

WEEKLY IN

DODGE

COUNTY!

CLIP ‘N MAIL
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Steel, Farm Machinery,
 Car Bodies, Aluminum, 

 Copper, Batteries, 
 Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

 June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408
 www.ldrecycling.com

Tatge
 Jewelry

 Awards By Tatge
 Celebrating 51 Years

 of Business
 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN

 (507) 789-6522

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue
 651-923-4441

 Lodermeiers.net

 • Machinery Storage
 • Commercial
 • Livestock Buildings
 • Garages

SIFT  (SAVE IT
 FROM

 TRASH)

 THRIFT STORE
 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
 Saturday 9am to 5pm

 DOUG AND MARY KLATT
 Call us today!

 507.259.2386

• Tires
 • Wheel alignments
 • Steering & suspension
 • Brake repair
 • A/C maintenance
 • Batteries

641 S Main Wanamingo
 507-824-2710

Todd Ryan
 651-764-5590

 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com
 Goodhue, MN
 Branch Office

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm
 Sat 10am-3pm

 Closed Sundays and major holidays
 530 2nd St. Kenyon
 507-789-5622

Shop the
 Kenyon Thrift Store
 often to enjoy our
 monthly variety of 

 discounts!

COUNTRY GOODS

 OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm
 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna • View/Like us on Facebook

 507-451-5661

 ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABELA’S

 INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
 HOME DECOR

 LAWN DECORATIONS
 UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

 OVER 100 CHOCOLATE 
 DELICACIES HANDMADE

 IN STORE!
SWEETESTPLACE INTOWN

UNIQUE
CANDIES

* Over 40 Years Experience
 * Residential
 * Farm
 * Commercial

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN
 Ph: 507-633-6355

 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
 for your next real estate transaction

 or loan closing.

Largest Antique Store
 in Dodge County

 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
 507-635-5554
 Facebook@

 MantorvilleSquareAntiques

Full Line of Square Tubes, 
 Channels, Angle,

 Flat & Pipes

 Shearing, Cutting and 
 Bending

 61154 190th St Dodge Center
 507-374-2524

•• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •• DDuunnddaass•• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •• DDuunnddaass• Bellechester • Castle Rock • Claremont • Dennison • Dodge Center • Dundas
•• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo•• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo• Goodhue • Hampton • Kenyon • Mazeppa • Nerstrand • Randolph • Wanamingo

•• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss•• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss• West Concord • Zumbro Falls

BBuussiinneessssBBuussiinneessssBusiness
LLiinnkkLLiinnkkLink

LARGEST
GIFT STORE

IN
SO. MN!

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

 FAHNING &
ASSOCIATES LLC.

Licensed Life And Health 
 Insurance Agent

 35 West Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

 (507) 374-6342
 Life • LTCI • Employee Benefits

 Health Insurance • MNsure Certified Agency

BETH S.
 FAHNING -H ANGGL

 AGENT #46786

Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice

 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Specializing in
 Farm Equipment Repair
 Authorized      Dealer

 DOT Inspections/Welding
 507-789-6321

502 Huseth Street, Kenyon

 Kenyon NAPA Store
 507-789-5254

Bruce Freerksen
 (507) 273-9110

 brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com
 West Concord, MN

PLACE
 YOUR AD

 ON
 THIS PAGE

 Call Terry at
 507-951-7417

 or 
 Email:

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Cat Country 
 Tire LLC

 Online tire ordering is now available on our website!

 www.catcountrytire.com
 Stop in or call 651-380-8731

 for service.

Jon Harvey & Bradley Marking, Owners
 Serving Bellechester, Goodhue & Surrounding Communities

 ON-SITE OR IN-STORE
 TIRE SERVICE

 OTR/Farm/Truck/SUV/ATV

 AGRICULTURAL TRACK SALES 
 AND INSTALLATION
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www.heritagebankmn.com
 WEST CONCORD:  181 Main Street 507-527-2236

NORTHFIELD:  1520 Clinton Lane 507-645-6736

 DENNISON: 37470 1st Ave. Ct. 507-645-5929

Best Wishes
 to the

 Triton Cobra 
 Football and 

 Volleyball Teams 
 for a

 Great Season!




