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Halloween on Main | Two Candidates on Ballot for District 19A

Rus State House Seat

How many small
towns have not one
but 2 Hall -

tigs plﬁs ov;eeal}:(e)lfe ‘ ‘ : Keith Allen, District 19A Representative

’ : 1. Tell me more about your experience as

a MN representative. What made you de-

cide to run again?

Serving the people of District 19A in the
Minnesota House of Representatives has
been one of the greatest honors of my life. It
has also been an incredible learning experi-
ence. When 1 first ran for office, I made a
commitment to listen to the people I repre-
sent, work across party lines when possible,

bunch of fun going on
for the whole family?
Well, the only one I
know in that category is our own
Wanamingo! (continued on page 8)

Kenyon City Council calls

3rd Annvual

Makers Market at
Wildwood of Nerstrand
Saturday, November 7
from 9am-1pm

Open to the public!

Boasting festive Christmas Market vibes

special session for
Thursday October 29, 2026

at 5:00 PM

Kenyon City Council has scheduled a spe-
cial meeting for October 29th. One main
agenda item of interest to many residents is
the discussion regarding the Business Park
involving the application for of the cannabis
growing company and the issues regarding
electrical service. (continued on page 4)

and bring some common sense to St. Paul.
Those are the same principles that guide me
today.

Coming from a background in agriculture
and small business, I've always believed that
the government should be accountable to the
people it serves. During my first term, I've
had the opportunity to work on legislation in-
volving school bus safety, agriculture, higher
education, consumer protections, and govern-
ment accountability.

Keith Allen Martha Brown

I've also learned that some of the most
meaningful work happens outside the Capitol.
(continued on page 4)

Christmas in Wanamingo

By Cheri Roshon
Santa Claus is
coming to town! All
the good boys and
girls of all ages will
be pleased to see
what's going on in
Wanamingo! On Thursday, December 3rd, it
is the Wanamingo Commercial Club's pres-
entation of Christmas in Wanamingo.
(continued on page 3)

nestled in a quaint small town setting.
(continued on page 8)

Fall Craft Show

Take a drive to Kenyon this fall for the 53rd annual
craft sale and you will find hand crafted gift ideas
from a hundred vendors on display for your fall dec-
orating or gifting needs. Every year they have scare-
crows on display and it is worth the drive just to see
what artist's come up with. You can vote for your fa-
vorite scarecrow. The sale is open the next three
weekends, Thursday through Sunday from 10am to
7pm. They are located just
a mile north of Kenyon on
Highway 56 at 45986 Hwy
56. The items are restocked
often so you will always
have a great shopping ex-
perience.

Announcements

¢ Dale Lutheran Church Fall Festival
will be held Sunday, November 8§,
2026. Serving will be from 12:00 noon
to 1:30 p.m. The menu will include
pulled pork sandwiches, potato salad,
baked beans, pie, coffee and milk. Take
outs are also available by calling Helen
(507)789-6229 or Sharon (507)838-
8572. Take out orders are also welcome
on the day of the luncheon. There will
also be a bake sale, quilt raffle and crafts
for sale. Dale Church is located 6 miles
east of Kenyon on County Rd. #12.

Everyone welcome. (continued on page 2)

Dennison Lions Turkey Bingo
November 21 - 5 PM

An annual tradition continues this
year the Saturday before Thanks-
giving, November 21st. New this
year will be a time change to 5 PM

at Dennison City Hall.  (continued on page 3)

SN W ¥ Il 507-753-2408 Book Your

TS i RTO 94N 507-273-1999
Now

Whether you need a space for 10 or 150,
celebrate with us this season.
I il
SABUIRE

Evsni Roorn & Cocld:ail Lounge

e We Install Lift Pumps
e Opening Sewer Lines
e Tank Finder

We Service
Goodhue County

37540 Goodhue Avenue, Dennison, MN 55018

Kitchen Hours: Wed. & Thurs. 11:00 AM-8:30 PM; Fri. & Sat. 11:00 AM-9:30 PM; Sun. 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
Ban Qpen faten

507-645-9992 * www.firesidelounge.net
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. Kenyon, Minnesota 55946 Two Sunday evenings per month
Do you have an announcement? Email your church gnnouncements, schedule, etc. to the 507-789-6123 Toll Free 1-888-789-6123 Women’s ministry, Men’s ministry and more.
o Kenyon Wanamingo Messenger at: Mombor . . o | h & ol .
Emall, hometownmessenger@gmail.com FDIC Visit our website: ssbkenyon.com = Contact the church for more information.

hometownmessenger @gmail .com




October 29, 2026

Community

- KENYON-WANAMINGO MESSENGER -

Page 3

Christmas\
in
Wanamingo
"

The Commercial Club puts this on every
year using the funds obtained from dues paid

(continued from page 1)

by the businesses that operate here, and ben-
efit from this connection.

The fun begins with treats that will be of-
fered from 4pm to Spm in the Industrial Park
where Jake's Liquor Store, Decker Power and
Zumbro Valley Landscaping reside. Stop in
and say hello, and see what they have in store
for you.

Then it is on to the Main Street businesses
from 5pm to 7pm. Once again, treats will be
served, and there are other events for the
whole family to enjoy!

Stop in at the Wanamingo Community Cen-

: CRAFT SALE

)

g 55th Annual 100 Ladies and Gentlemen Craft Sale 2026

E 2 October 15, 16, 17, 18, 22, 23, 24, 25, 29, 30, 31
¢ November 1,5, 6,7, 8

*{ 10a.m. to 7p.m./Closing at 5p.m. last day - (507) 789-6223

Curt & Marlene Morrow Residence
45986 Hwy. 56, Kenyon, MN 55946

ter to see the Santa carving collection. From
5-7pm visit with Santa at the Olmsted Med-
ical Center at 217 Main Street. Sit in his lap
and whisper in his ear what you want for
Christmas this year.

There will be a Fundraiser for this year's
fireworks in July. It is $5 per entry for a beau-
tiful large rendition of our beloved water
tower. Donations will be taken from now
until Christmas at Security State Bank on
Main Street. Really, they are beautiful, and
everyone should have one!!!

There will be drawings for local gift cards,
too! Ist prize is $100.00, 2nd prize is $50.00
and 3rd prize is $25.00. You MUST bring in

a non perishable food item or cash donation
and receive a card at any business. You also
MUST have 10 different business stamps to
qualify for the drawing. Once you have col-
lected 10 or more stamps on your card, get it
to the drawing box at the bank and give it a
kiss for luck before you drop it in the box.
The official drawing will be held the next
day, and the winner will be notified.

As you walk the street, chat with friends
and neighbors, enjoy the treats from the busi-
nesses, and remember the reason for the sea-
son, please also think of all the people who
may not be as fortunate as you are, and con-
sider a donation to the Salvation Army to
make someone else's Christmas a brighter
one. Wishing you all a very Happy Holiday
Season!!

Dennison Lions
Turkey Bingo November 21
5 PM (continued from page 1)

Funds raised during the event will support

Morrow’s Gifts

e thuie Cuie Bl Cuic

the Lions Club community support and
events.

The club has heard over the years, as the
holiday season is busier, an earlier time might
allow more to attend the annual community
event. The Dennison Lions Club is a non-
profit 501 C 3 Organization serving the area.

Do You Have an
Announcement?

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

% N/ g . ,Address: 6949 Co 30 Blvd, Northeast of Kenyon

Holden Lutheran Church
Al Saints Dinner

Sunday, November 1, 2026

Dine In: 12-2 and 4:30-6:30

Meat Balls and Gravy* Pulsa ']

Scalloped Potatoes * Buttered Carrots 4

Cranberry Relish * Lefse * Fruit Soup
Rommegrot * Bakings

Dine-in: Children 5-12 $10, 4 and Under Free

To Go Meals are available
but reservations for these
meals are preferred.
Call (507) 789-6677
Email:
holdendinner@gmail.com
4

Cost: $20/meal -
Delivery available upon request.
Cash or check only, Holden WELCA

Get Moved In
This Fall Before
Winter Sets In!

Chris Mallery
507-273-0422

chrismallery@edinarealty.com
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Two Candidates
on Ballot for
District 19A

State House Seat
N

It's sitting down with local officials, visiting
businesses, talking with families, and helping
constituents navigate challenges involving
state government.

I decided to run again because there's still
work to be done. Minnesota faces some seri-
ous challenges involving affordability, gov-
ernment spending, and public trust. I believe
the experience I've gained during my first
term will help me continue addressing those
issues while making sure the people of District
19A have a voice at the Capitol.

2. What are some of the positive things you
have seen happen for the District 19A area
since you have been a representative?
Should you be re-elected, what are the three
issues you want to address or continue to ad-
dress?

One of the most encouraging things I've seen
is the commitment our communities have to
improving themselves. Whether it's local busi-
nesses investing in their communities, cities
working to address housing and infrastructure
needs, or schools and community organiza-
tions finding creative ways to serve families,
there's a tremendous amount of good happen-
ing throughout District 19A.

At the Legislature, I've been pleased to work
on issues that have a direct impact on our
communities, including school bus safety,
agricultural opportunities, and efforts to im-
prove government accountability. If re-
elected, my three priorities will continue to be
affordability, accountability, and strengthening
our rural communities.

Affordability: Families, farmers, and small
businesses are feeling the pressure of rising
costs. We need to examine the taxes, regula-
tions, and government mandates that con-
tribute to those expenses and find ways to
make Minnesota more affordable.

Accountability: Minnesotans deserve to
know their tax dollars are being spent respon-
sibly. I've supported efforts to strengthen in-
dependent  oversight, improve fraud
prevention, and make state government more
transparent. We need to continue that work.

Strengthening rural communities: Our com-
munities need reliable infrastructure, quality
schools, accessible health care, and opportuni-
ties for businesses to grow. I want to continue
focusing on rural roads and bridges, water and
wastewater infrastructure, housing affordabil-
ity, and the long-term sustainability of rural
health care.

These aren't simply legislative issues. They
affect the everyday lives of the people I repre-
sent.

3. Tell me a little bit more about your back-
ground. What makes you passionate about
District 19A?

I'm a lifelong Minnesotan, a graduate of the
University of Minnesota, a fourth-generation
farmer, a small business owner, a husband,
and a father of two children who attend our
local public schools.

My wife, Morgan, and I live near Kenyon,

(continued from page 1)

where we've raised our family and operated
our agricultural business. I've spent much of
my life working in agriculture, including
crop production, livestock, and the seed busi-
ness. Those experiences taught me the impor-
tance of hard work, personal responsibility,
and understanding the consequences of the
decisions we make.

What makes me passionate about District
19A is the people. We have hardworking
families, farmers, small business owners, ed-
ucators, first responders, and community vol-
unteers who care deeply about where they
live. I know firsthand what it's like to operate
a business, manage expenses, deal with reg-
ulations, and raise a family in rural Min-
nesota. When I walk into the Capitol, I don't
forget where I came from or the people who
sent me there. I believe our rural communi-
ties deserve to be heard and respected, and I
take that responsibility seriously.

4. What do you believe you have to offer
District 19A as the representative?

I bring a combination of real-world experi-
ence, an understanding of rural Minnesota,
and legislative experience. Before serving in
the House, I spent years running a small busi-
ness, working in agriculture, and dealing
with many of the same challenges families
and employers face today. That experience
gives me a practical perspective when con-
sidering legislation. I also believe one of my
strengths is my willingness to listen and work
with people, even when we don't agree on
everything. During my first term, I've worked
with legislators from both political parties to
advance legislation and address issues affect-
ing Minnesotans. [ don't believe every good
idea belongs to one political party, and I don't
believe every disagreement needs to become
a political fight. My responsibility is to rep-
resent the people of District 19A, ask diffi-
cult questions, understand the consequences
of legislation, and make decisions I believe
are in their best interests.

5. What do you believe are the responsibil-
ities of a MN representative? How do you
plan to approach these responsibilities?

I believe a state representative has three
fundamental responsibilities: listen to the
people, be a responsible steward of taxpayer
dollars, and make decisions that serve the
long-term interests of the district and the
state.

Representing people means more than
showing up at the Capitol and casting votes.
It means being accessible, attending local
meetings, visiting businesses and schools,
and understanding the challenges facing our
communities. It also means doing your
homework. Before voting on legislation, I
believe it's important to understand what a
bill actually does, how much it costs, and
what unintended consequences it might cre-
ate. Having served on several legislative
committees, I've seen firsthand how deci-
sions made in St. Paul can affect local gov-
ernments, businesses, schools, and families.
I also believe elected officials have a respon-
sibility to explain their decisions, even when
those decisions aren't popular. Public service
should never be about personal recognition
or political gamesmanship. It's about earning
the trust of the people you represent and re-
membering that the seat belongs to them, not
the person occupying it.

6. What are some of the issues the District
19A community should be aware of? What
can we do to support our area?

One of the biggest challenges facing our
district is maintaining strong rural communi-
ties while dealing with increasing costs and
changing economic conditions. Our schools,
hospitals, businesses, and local governments
are all facing financial pressures.

Housing affordability is another growing
concern. We need to make it easier for young
families and workers to find housing in our
communities without creating unnecessary
costs for local taxpayers.

Infrastructure is equally important. Many
communities face significant expenses re-
lated to roads, bridges, wastewater treatment,
and drinking water systems.

We also need to pay attention to the impact
state regulations and mandates have on small
businesses, agriculture, and local govern-
ments.

But I believe the most important thing peo-
ple can do is stay involved. Attend a city
council or school board meeting. Support
local businesses. Volunteer with community
organizations. Reach out to your elected of-
ficials and share your concerns. Some of the
most useful information I receive as a legis-
lator comes directly from conversations with
people who are dealing with these issues
every day. Good government starts with in-
formed and engaged citizens.

7. Anything else you would like The Mes-
senger to know?

I want people to know how grateful I am
for the opportunity to serve District 19A.
When 1 first ran for office, I knew there
would be disagreements and difficult deci-
sions. That's part of representative govern-
ment. But I've always believed we have far
more in common than what divides us. Most
people want the same basic things: safe com-
munities, good schools, affordable living, op-
portunities for their children, and a
government they can trust.

I also believe we have a responsibility to
the next generation. My children are growing
up here, just like so many other families' chil-
dren. The decisions we make today will help
determine the opportunities available to them
tomorrow. That's something I think about
every time I walk onto the House floor.

At the end of the day, I didn't run for office
because I wanted a title. I ran because I
wanted to make a difference for the commu-
nities that have given my family so much.
And regardless of anyone's political affilia-
tion, my door is always open to the people of
District 19A.

It's an honor to represent this district, and
it's a responsibility I will never take for
granted.

Martha Brown

1. Tell me more about your journey to run-
ning for representative. Why did you decide
to run for District 19A this term?

I’ve always had an interest in running for
office, and when I came to Faribault, I knew
this was a place where I could make a real
difference. Like a lot of people, I’ve watched
us work harder and harder while falling far-
ther behind because of policies and practices
that have put corporate profits ahead of peo-
ple for decades. I finally got fed up enough
with a billionaire-driven economy that leaves
working people in the dust and decided to get
off the couch and do something about it—to
work for changing the broken systems that
aren’t working for most Minnesotans. Plus -
if we don’t take back our democracy now, we
may lose it altogether.

2. Should you be elected, what are three is-
sues you would like to prioritize?

1) Economic fairness. To me, economic fair-
ness means making sure the economy works
for everyone —not just those at the top. That
includes revamping our tax system so corpo-
rations and the wealthiest Minnesotans pay
their fair share; making healthcare accessible
and affordable for all; raising wages; and
strengthening unions and collective bargain-
ing.

2) Affordable housing. Too many working
people, young families, and seniors are strug-
gling to find or keep housing they can actually
afford. We need to expand housing options
and make sure people who work in our com-
munities can afford to live here, as well as ad-
dress the rising property taxes on seniors
living on a fixed income.

3) Protecting Minnesota’s resources and en-
vironment. Clean water, healthy soil, and our
natural resources are essential to our commu-
nities, farms, and economy. We need to pro-
tect them while making thoughtful decisions
about development and growth - especially
when it comes to data centers and mining near
the sacred Boundary Waters.

Of course, there are more than three. My dis-
trict has many needs, and there is a lot of work
to be done.

3. Tell me more about your background.
What makes you passionate about District
19A?

I grew up in Millcreek, Pennsylvania, and
left home when I was 18. Since then, I’ve
lived in five states, but I never really felt like
any of them were home. When I moved to
Faribault, something clicked. I knew I had
found my home.

I fell in love with Faribault and the sur-
rounding communities —the wonderful peo-
ple, the farms, the nature centers and parks,
great restaurants, interesting small businesses,
and water everywhere.

Rural Minnesota is a place where I can get
involved and make a difference in my com-
munity. I’ve gotten involved with our schools,
Rotary Club, the Paradise Center for the Arts,
Buckham Memorial Library, the HOPE Cen-
ter, IRIS, and local governments.

(continued on page 5)

Kenyon City Council calls
special session for
Thursday October 29, 2026
at 5:00 PM

(continued from page 1)

Questions pertaining to the expense of a
larger transformer to service the power
needs of the proposed business have been
circulating in the community and on so-
cial media sites. Council was informed re-
cently that Central Municipal Power
Agency and Services representatives have
told the city that there will need to be a
new power transformer, which will cost
upwards of one million dollars, and has
recommended an electrical substation,
with a price tag of three to five million
dollars. Various sources, which, at press
time, The Messenger was unable to verify,
are now disputing these numbers and var-
ious project and staff timelines. Either
way, these expenditures will directly im-
pact the residents of Kenyon. Residents
are encouraged to attend the council meet-
ing.
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Two Candidate?
on Ballot for
District 19A

State House Seat
N

I’m pretty much everywhere! And that’s
what makes me passionate about District 19A.

(continued from page 4)

I’m not just running for this community —
I’'m part of it.

4. What do you believe you have to offer
District 19A as the representative?

I bring multiple perspectives and a big tool-
box of skills to the job. I've lived in five
states, traveled internationally, and worked
with people and communities from a lot of
different backgrounds. Those experiences
have taught me to listen, ask questions, look
at the evidence, and not assume there’s only
one way to solve a problem.

I also bring passion, honesty, integrity, and

KENYON-WANAMINGO stuoents
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

NOBLE KNIGHTS OF THE WEEK FOR OCTOBER 9, 2026
Front Row: Ava Hendricks, KG, Mrs. Cheryl Dahl; Salvador Giuliani, KG,
Mrs. Mandi Kyllo-Lunde; Colbie Sellers, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers; Mason
Bauernfeind, Gr. 1, Mrs. Katie Benbrooks; Ruby Eggert, Gr. 2, Mrs. Deb
Hinrichs. Back Row: Vivian Bartlett, Gr. 2, Mrs. Tanya Short; Lydia Meyer,
Gr. 3, Ms. Val Ashland; Violet Sjoblom, Gr. 3, Mrs. Sandy Bohaty; Wyatt
Ross, Gr. 4, Ms. Rhonda Thesing; Neil Ellingsberg, Gr. 4, Mrs. Laura

McAnally

NOBLE KNIGHTS OF THE WEEK FOR OCTOBER 23, 2026

Front Row: Raina Christen, KG, Mre. Cheryl Dahl; Jaquereni Fontes Arvayo,
Cr. 1, Mrs. Katie Benbrooks; River Prondzinski, Gr. 1, Mr. Tony Donkers;
Caleb Yunker, Gr. 2, Mrs. Deb Hinrichs. Back Row: Renata Serna Aguilar, Gr.
2, Mrs. Tanya Short; Ava Cline, Gr. 3, Ms. Val Ashland; Caden Fortsch, Gr.
3, Mrs. Rebekah Fatterson; Camilla Ortega, Gr. 4, Mrs. Laura McAnally;
Robert Moyer, Gr. 4, Ms. Rhonda Thesing

a strong moral compass. I care deeply about
fairness and justice, and I believe there are
times when you simply have to stand up for
what is right.

Most of all, I care about people. I'm not
running to be a politician—I’m running to be
a good representative. I believe we should
make decisions with people, not for them. If
a policy is going to affect farmers, teachers,
parents, small businesses, seniors, or working
families, I want to hear from them before that
policy becomes law. I’'ll invite them to the
table, combine what I hear with the best
available evidence, and work with the com-
munity to find solutions that make lives bet-
ter.

5. What are the responsibilities of a MN
Representative? How do you plan to ap-
proach these responsibilities?

A Minnesota Representative has a lot of re-
sponsibilities: listening to constituents, help-
ing develop and evaluate legislation, serving
on committees, making decisions about the
state budget, voting on laws, and making sure
the people of the district have a voice at the
Capitol.

I would approach those responsibilities the
same way [ approach my other work: listen,
learn, evaluate, act, and improve. I want to
understand an issue before I decide how to
address it. That means looking at the evi-
dence, talking with experts, and—most im-
portantly —talking with the people who will
actually be affected by a policy. I believe we
should make decisions with people, not for
them.

I also believe a representative’s responsibil-
ity doesn’t end when the Legislature ad-
journs. I will stay connected to District 19A,
be accessible to constituents, and keep listen-
ing. And if something we’ve done isn’t work-
ing, we should be willing to acknowledge it,
learn from it, and make it better.

My job would be to represent the people of
this district—not a political party, not special
interests, and not whoever happens to have
the loudest voice at the Capitol.

6. What are some of the issues the District
19A community should be aware of? What
can we do to support our area?

I think District 19A needs to be prepared for
some difficult years ahead. Federal funding

cuts have already resulted in thousands of
Minnesota's children losing their SNAP ben-
efits, and millions of Americans have lost
their health insurance. These problems can-
not be fixed easily or quickly. We need to be
honest with people about that: things may get
worse before they get better - and the old
band-aid approach will not work. We need a
systems overhaul - and it’s going to take
time.

Our first priority has to be keeping people
housed, fed, healthy, and employed. But I
also know that the organizations we depend
on to help people—food shelves, nonprofits,
counties, schools, and local governments—
are going to be under even more pressure
than they are now.

To get through this, we ALL need to come
together and move beyond the racist and po-
litical divisions that have poisoned us. We are
human beings living in the same communi-
ties. We need to look out for our neighbors—
all of them.

If we can work together, support the organ-
izations doing this work, share resources, and
make sure people don’t fall through the
cracks, we can get through this difficult pe-
riod. And I hope we come out the other side
stronger, smarter, and more connected as a
community.

7. Anything else you would like The Mes-
senger to know?

One thing I’d like people to know about me
is that I'm a creative person. I'm a profes-
sional musician, and musicians think differ-
ently —we listen, improvise, see patterns, and
sometimes have to make a completely differ-
ent way to get from where we are to where
we need to be. I’ve never met a boundary I
didn’t push - musically or otherwise.

I also tend to look at things from the
30,000-foot level. Although I'll be assigned
to specific committees, I’ll work expansively,
because our problems don’t fit neatly into
committee boxes. We need to take a systems
approach.

That means asking some basic questions
about how state government works. Can de-
partments work together more effectively?
Are there opportunities to consolidate func-
tions? Where can we make processes more
efficient? What technology needs to be up-
graded? How do we make sure our systems
are secure?

We also need to take a hard look at un-
funded mandates. If something we required
counties or schools to do isn’t working as
planned, let’s evaluate it and change it - or
end it. And if the state wants a new program
or service, we shouldn’t expect already-
struggling counties to pick up the bill.

Minnesota has made mistakes. We need to
be willing to acknowledge them, learn from
them, and do better. With taxes already plac-
ing too much pressure on working people and
retirees, we have a responsibility to take effi-
ciency seriously and make sure we’re getting
the most from every dollar.

And that’s why we need creative people
like me who can think outside the box and
ask, “Why can’t we? What needs to happen
so that we CAN?” I have no interest in the
status quo. There are ways we can make state
government—and Minnesota— better,
healthier, and more prosperous, and I want to
be a part of making that happen.
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We are at your service -
BIG o}r/SMALL, Book Your
we do it alt Holiday

Corey Klein, Owner

For All Your ‘HAULING?’ Gathering Now

and ‘REPAIR’ Needs Whether you need
a space for 10 or 150,

celebrate with us this season.

MOBILE SERVICE AVAILABLE
828 Chestnut St. NE, Mazeppa, MN 55956 Join Us for Our Delicious Daily Features

WEDNESDAY
Enjoy Our Jumbo” Wings Specials! BBO Rib Dinner - 1/2 or Full Rack (begins at 4:00p.m.)

THURSDAY
$3.50 All Taps! Taco Specials! Fajita Specials! 1603, Margarita Special

FINALLY FRIDAY A/ You Can Eat Fish Dinner

SATURDAY S/ow Roasted Prime Rib

T oro SUNDAY Enjoy Our Sunday Breakfast Beginning at 9a.m. and Sunday Supper Features (afler 4p.m.)
77501 TI me C utter IVI ax 0 \1/ ;- 37540 Goodhue Avenie
1 1 E— THE — Kitchen H PS;?‘XSZ‘:TIIW 51510(1)2 AM-8:30 PM;
23 hp Kawasaki Twin A H | IQE o :l::s& s::.>11 001:;:17930 ™ o
50” Iron Forged Deck H_?) " ottt

1 9” Gam|ng Style Seat Event ROOm Er Cocld:ail |_ounge 5.07’645’9992

502 Huseth St., Kenyon - 501-189-6321 $45099-99

www.firesidelounge.net

o

Halloween
& arty

Saturday, Octolier 31
& Dennison Gity Fall ™

o 430-5:50 B.M. B

NO
COVER
CHARGE
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Contact us today to learn more
and get started with a
comprehensive consultation.

TRUSTED INSURANCE
PROTECTION
POR WHATEVER THE
Furure FloLDS

WE OFFER:
v HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE

v/ FARM INSURANCE
v/ WORKMEN’S COMP
v/ INLAND MARINE INSURANCE
v/ AUTO INSURANCE
v/ COMMERCIAL INSURANCE

507-824-2912 & www.wgomutual.com b.smith@wgomutual.com

Office Open in Wanamingo Monday-Friday 8:30am-4:30pm
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\
Halloween
on Main

(continued from page 1)

R

Halloween on Main Street is an annual
event sponsored by the Wanamingo Commer-
cial Club, and they would like to invite you
all to the festivities. On Friday, October 30th

3rd Annual

Makers Market at
Wildwood of Nerstrand
Saturday, November 7
from 9am-1pm

(continued from page 1)

Peruse indoor and outdoor talented creators,
bakers, woodsmen and metal twisters, candle
makers and chocolate swirlers, crafters and
inventors, tasty food vendors, live music and
more!

Wildwood is located at 315 Main Street,
Nerstrand.

Do you
need help
with your
toenails?

Registered nurse and cerfified
foot care nurse will frim your nails
in your home.

Joyful Feet Foolcare
Phone: 507-475-1434 (okay to fext)
Email: joyfulfeet@yahoo.com

from 4:30pm to 5:30 pm the businesses on
Main Street will be giving out candy to the
ghouls and goblins roaming around, and the
princesses and dragons, too! All are wel-
come, of course, to wander the street, chat
with their neighbors, take pictures of the cos-
tumed participants. If you get some good
pictures, feel free to send them to the Mes-
senger for a follow up to the event! Free hot
dogs, chips and water will also be available
at The Security State Bank between 4:30 and
5:30, so dress up in your costume and enjoy
the fun!

On October 31st JB's Tavern will be having
a Halloween party you won't want to miss!
Come and celebrate the holiday dressed to
impress, because there will be a costume
contest going on, with judging at 10pm. You
can participate in Horror Movie Trivia at 7
pm, and DJ Kaptain Karaoke starts after the
Trivia Contest. Be prepared to dance to the

Monster Mash!
Jake's Hometown Liquor will also be pro-
viding more spooky fun at the Liquor store

featured there as well! Knowing Jake and the
crew, a good time will be had by all!
So get out and about and have a lot of fun!

Got a Great
Local News Story?

Tell us about it today! E

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Traxler Law
PLLC

traxlerlaw.com

Ann Traxler
Attorney

PRACTICE AREAS

o Wills, Trusts, & Estates

e Farm and Business
Transition Planning

e General Practice

e Probate

502 Huseth St. Ste. C

Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420

ann@traxlerlaw.com

that evening, so be sure to follow them on
Facebook to find out what happenings will be

Hope to see you there!

Late October & November events,
happenings and goings on at WildWood!

315 Main Street | Nerstrand | WildWoodofNerstrand.com

Barre Class : October Series

Thursday, October 29 | 6:30pm | $12 for one class or $40 for all four
Hosted by Barre w/Greta

If you love movement, you will love this full body workout! This fitness class incorporates
ballet into a 50 minute workout to improve your strength and flexibility! All materials
provided — come to one or come to all!! Must pre-register online.

Halloween Cookie Decorating Class {adult/child}

Friday, October 30 | 6-8pm | $45/ticket

Hosted by Kari of Sweet Q’s Cookie Co.

Bring your little ghouls and gremlins this Halloween Eve to learn to decorate cookies with
royal icing, with Kari of Sweet Q’s Cookie Co.! Come and decorate your very own
Halloween-themed cookies to the tune of all your favorite spooky tunes. Halloween costumes
encouraged! Everything you need to learn some basic skills to decorate with royal icing will be
provided. (All baking and icing prep included in the class will be done for you.) This class is
geared toward kids and their adult caregivers or loved ones and is perfect for anyone from
beginners looking to enhance their skills to professionals looking to just have a good time!
This class is open to individuals of all ages. Participants under the age of 10 must have a ticket
*and* be accompanied by an adult ticket-holder. Must pre-pay; details on the website.

Slow Flow Yoga Series

Mondays, November 9, 16, 23, 30 - Chair yoga!

6:00pm | $15/class or $70 for all 4

Hosted by Faith of Wild Wellness

Show gratitude for your body and join Faith for a 45 minute slow flow yoga on Monday nights
in November. Bring your mat, water bottle and get ready to get your sweat rolling. Must pre-
register online; walk-ins welcome 10 minutes early to register online onsite.

3rd Annual Makers Market

Saturday, November 7 | 9am-1pm | Open to the public!

Boasting festive Christmas Market vibes nestled in a quaint small town setting. Peruse indoor
and outdoor talented creators, bakers, woodsmen and metal twisters, candle makers and
chocolate swirlers, crafters and inventors, tasty food vendors, live music and more!

Women in Business Networking Group

Thursday, November 12 | 9am | no charge

Bring your own coffee and come mingle and learn about other women-owned/managed local
businesses {or just come to meet and make some new lady friends!}.

Live Harp Rejuvenation Evening

Thursday, November 12 | 6:30-7:30pm | free-will donation

Hosted by Sarah Swan-McDonald

Escape the noise of daily life and relax during our Evening of Sound and Rejuvenation with live
harp provided by Sarah Swan McDonald. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. so you can settle in and fill a
cup with some warm tea before the harp music begins at 7:00 p.m.This is not a concert, but a
30-minute session of simple, quiet music designed to help you unwind. In this dimly lit space,
you are invited to bring your own yoga mat, bolster, pillows, or blankets to create a
comfortable spot on the floor.As the slow and meditative melodies fill the room, tension will
dissolve and your mind will drift into stillness, leaving you feeling restored and refreshed.
Admission is by free will donation, making this evening of rest accessible to everyone.

Sourdough 101
Saturday, November 14 | I lam-1:30pm | $95
Hosted by Ashley of Ten Acre Baker --THIS CLASS IS SOLD OUT--

Holiday Spruce Tip Planter Workshop

Sunday, November 22 | 2-4pm | $60/person

Hosted by Big Woods Christmas Tree Farm

Grab your favorite person and kick off the season together! Joins us for a cozy, casual
workshop where you will craft a custom 12-inch winter spruce tip planter. Listening to holiday
music while you create alongside your best friend, neighbor or family member -- it’s the
perfect was to get into the festive spirit and make something beautiful! All items provides, you
just bring the holiday vibe. Limited space available, registration and prepayment required.

As always, WildWood is open for public and private rentals!
More information and event tickets available online at
wildwoodofnerstrand.com/happenings
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Meet the Water Lillies

Commissioner Corner

Hello everyone, sorry it has been several months since my last
commissioners corner. We did set our preliminary levy at 6.6% in-
crease over last years budget. We have until the end of the year to
hopefully find some more options to lower this rate. We have 2 com-
missioners that have served our county for 12 years. Jason Majerus

and Brad Anderson both have chosen to not run again in this elec- _10dd Greseth

tion. I want to thank them for their service to Goodhue County. Min- Goodhue County

nesota counties are having to deal with mandates coming down from Col';l'mtls's ;03”‘”'
istric

the state. The majority of these mandates are unfunded, meaning
they passed a bill and are making us come up with the money to fund these. This is usually
through property tax increases. The counties are regulated by the DOR the department of
revenue, they set the guidelines for our property tax rates. We struggle with increasing
rates knowing it is dollars out of the pockets of our citizens. Please get out and vote on No-
vember 3rd this is a very important election. Knowing the fraud that is happening in Min-
nesota, we need to elect the people that we feel will do something to help and change what
has happened over the last several years. Please contact me with any questions or con-
cerns.

Thank you.

Todd Greseth, District 3 Commissioner

They are the water aerobics gals at the Wanamingo Pool. These women and several more
come often to the pool. They hail from Wanamingo as well as Goodhue, Zumbrota and out
in the country. Plese think about getting a pool membership in 2027 and make new friends
and get fit! Seasonal membership is only $110.00!

Southern Minnesota Initiative Fund

By Cheri Roshon

Give to the Max Day is November 19th. And, would you consider a donation to our
Wanamingo Community Foundation through SMIF --Southern MN Initiative Fund? It's
simple to do! With gifts of $100 donations or more, you will receive our gift of
Wanamingo Area Past to Present book.

Mail it to P O Box 224W, Wanamingo, MN 55983,

Give it to a Board member: Mike Alme, Gary Bakko, Susie Beulke, Michael Boulton,
Lisa Johnson, Brent Leininger, Barney Nesseth, Jennifer Ohr, Patty Prigge, Larry VanDe-
Walker.

Go to our website: https://wanamingofoundation.org/donate

Scan our QR code:

IF YOU ARE A SENIOR 73 or older, and must do a Required
Minimum Distribution (RMD), consider donating directly to
our Foundation--You WILL save on your taxes!

Thank you for supporting the Wanamingo area community
and many thanks to those who have already and continue to do-
nate. Check the website to see all the good things that the Foun-
dation has done for our community!

Share Your
Good News!

Submit your engagement,

wedding or birth announcement.
Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Live “Fool’s Getaway”

Saturday, November 14th
6:00-9:00 PM

Open Mic Nov. 5th & 19th ¢ 6:00-9:00 PM

Cards Every Tuesday 2:00-5:00 PM

Tresh Coffee  Fine ([fine + Crafl Beer « Live Music

Ded?& C&uﬂf&/'ﬁ Gmmtﬂnodqn&
16 West Main, Dodge Center
507-273-9530

Follow Us on Facebook @ THEANNADINE
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*Opinions expressed in Letters to the Editor are
not necessarily those of The Messenger.

To the Editor:
A Fight For Our Democracy

Beginning with a religion of hate for Chris-
tians and Jews, New York City's socialist
mayor, Zohran Mamdani, declared, “We will
prove that there is no problem too large for
government to solve, and no concern too
small for it to care about.” When you couple
this with another radical socialist and ally of
Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini, who said,
“All within the state, nothing outside the
state, nothing against the state,” you can ap-
preciate the fact that the late President Ronald
Reagan was right when he said, “The nine
most terrifying words in the English language
are: “I'm from the government, and I'm here
to help” (See Decision: The Evangelical
Voice For today, October 2026).

As we look at what is happening across
America, there should be little doubt as to
what the Democrat Party has in store for us if
they are able to prevail in the upcoming mid-
term elections. While it is true that there are
Democrats who will tell you that this behav-
ior does not represent the party, it does not
change the fact that what is happening 'right
before our eyes' has a purpose that has been in
the planning stages for decades: the destruc-
tion of the United States of America. Unless
we can stop it, it is coming for your children;
your grandchildren; and for you. If you do not
believe me, just look to Europe and what has
happened to places like England and France.

Wake up people!

Their names are Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez,
Abdul El-Sayed, Zohran Mamdani, Hassan
Piker, and Bernie Sanders. Like a cancer that
is finding its way into our towns, cities, and
neighborhoods, their calls are to “defund the
police,” “end support for God's chosen peo-
ple, Israel,” “take over public ownership of
utilities, banks, major industries, and private
businesses” and “open up the borders and per-
mit everyone who crosses over to vote.” But
there is more....

In Minnesota, they are Amy Klobuchar and
her 100% voting record on the killing of our
babies and her support for turning boys into
girls and girls into boys. They are Kieth Elli-
son and the damage he did by looking the
other way when the State of Minnesota was
being ripped off by his Muslim brothers and
sisters to the tune of billions of dollars. They
are our Secretary of State, Steve Simon, and
State Auditor, Zack Filipovich, for being part
of Tim Walz's team of destruction. But there
is more....

Her name is Peggy Flanagan. As Tim Walz's
right hand lieutenant governor, she not only

Share Your Good News
with the Community!

Submit your engagement,
wedding or birth announcement
Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

¢ Business & Personal Tax Service
e Tax Planning
¢ Bookkeeping & Payroll

100 4th Ave, Suite 1, Plainview, MN 55964

From expert tax prep to streamlined bookkeeping, we can help.
Call us today!
Jolene Harvey, CPA e Michael Oliver, CPA e Ben Opsahl, Enrolled Agent e Colton Burke, CPA

Our Services

e Agricultural tax return preparation/bookkeeping/payroll

Serving clients in Plainview, Rochester, Zumbrota, St. Charles, Lake City & surrounding areas

www.hoo.cpa
Call: 507-534-3837
Email: info@hoo.cpa

e Financial Statement Preparation
¢ Business Consulting
e QuickBooks Pro Advisors

I'______________Toj;<___________f___'l
YES!

| would like a volunteer subscription to the Kenyon-Wanamingo Messenger
Includes Online Access. Email Address Required for Online Access.

{Messenger !

Name

I:l $39. 00 (in 55946 & 55983 Zip Code Areas) I:l $49. 00 (Outside of 55946 & 55983 Zip Code Areas)

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone No.

Email|||||||||

Please enclose a $39.00 or $49.00 check payable to Kenyon-Wanamingo Messenger.
Mail this form to: Kenyon-Wanamingo Messenger Business & Subscription Office
PO Box 125, Dennison, MN 55018.

“cut” her eye teeth working for her progres-
sive “hero,” the late Paul Wellstone, but she
knew exactly what was happening under the
leadership of a governor who almost de-
stroyed the state. And if that is not enough,
she not only received assistance from Bernie
Sanders in her campaign for the United States
Senate, but she denounced Israeli strikes in
the Gaza Strip as genocide, called for the
abolishment of ICE, and championed the sup-
port of Medicare for everyone. Ladies and
gentlemen, having Margaret “Peggy” Flana-
gan representing Minnesota in Congress,
after what she and her boss did to us, would
be like giving a gun to the enemy. For lack of
a better vernacular, this woman is a danger to
America.

So what is the point? What is the bottom-

line? It is namely this: until the Democrat
Party stops killing our babies; until the De-
mocrat Party stops supporting homosexuality
and the mutilation of our children through
gender altering surgery; until the Democrat
Party is willing to stand up to a culture that is
trying to destroy America and the State of
Minnesota through theft and intimidation
(See Europe); until the Democrat Party no
longer supports Democratic Socialism but
stands on the infallible Word of God, you are
lying to yourself if you claim to be a Chris-
tian and, yet, continue to vote for a party
whose mantra has become death and destruc-
tion across America. The Battle For Your
Soul (Turning Points)!

Dr. James Russell Lehman

Kenyon MN
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Shop the
Kenyon Thrift Store
often to enjoy our
monthly variety of
discounts!

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm
Sat 10am-3pm

Closed Sundays and major holidays
530 2nd St. Kenyon

507-789-5622

* Over 40 Years Experience
* Residential
* Farm
* Commercial
Use Dodge County Land Title Company

for your next real estate transaction
or loan closing.

Street, Dodge Center, MN
07-633-6355

Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Specializing in
Farm Equipment Repair
Authorized & Dealer

DOT Inspections/Welding

507-789-6321

AUTORTRUCK PARTS
e ———————
Kenyon NAPA Store

507-789-5254
502 Huseth Street, Kenyon

« Tires

+ Wheel alignments

+ Steering & suspension
+ Brake repair

+ A/C maintenance

+ Batteries

* Machinery Storage
« Commercial

+ Livestock Buildings
+ Garages

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue

651-923-4441
Lodermeiers.net

641 S Main Wanamingo
507-824-2710

Steel, Farm Machinery,
Car Bodies, Aluminum,
Copper, Batteries,
Appliances, E-Scrap

55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

507-527-2408
www.ldrecycling.com

Full Line of Square Tuhes,

OVER 100 CHOCOLATE Channels, Angle,
DELICACIES HANDMADE Aat & Pines
IN STORE! _ .
SS{EEE;T sneam;!:},nll}llil:!:ng and
TOWN

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

HORNOHNoOne

61154 190th St Dodge Center

901-314-2524

(SAVE IT
FROM
TRASH)

THRIFT STORE

26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Largest Antique Store
in Dodge County

416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
507-635-5554

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
Saturday 9am to 5pm

DOUG AND MARY KLATT
Call us today!

507.259.2386

Facebook@
MantorvilleSquareAntiques

Traxler Law
PLLC

traxlerlaw.com

Ann Traxler
Attorney

PLACE
YOUR AD
(0]}
THIS PAGE

PRACTICE AREAS
« Wills, Trusts, & Estates

© Farm and Business
Transition Planning

Call Terry at
507-951-7417

or

Email:
hometownmessenger@gmail.com

© General Practice
® Probate

502 Huseth St. Ste. C
Kenyon, MN 55945
507-405-0420
ann@traxlerlaw.com

Ve N )
J

N

Tatge
Jewelry

Awards By Tatge
Celebrating 51 Years
of Business

625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN
(507) 789-6522

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Todd Ryan
651-764-5590

tryan @flatwaterfutures.com
Goodhue, MN
Branch Office

FAHNING &
ASSOCIATES LLC.

BETH S.
FAHNING-HANGGL
AGENT #46786
Licensed Life And Health
Insurance Agent

35 West Main Street
Dodge Center, MN 55927

(507) 374-6342

Life + LTCI - Employee Benefits
Health Insurance + MNsure Certified Agency

Bruce Freerksen
(507) 273-9110

brucewithschaefferoil @gmail.com
West Concord, MN

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

ﬁ

Gat Gountry
Tire...

ON-SITE OR IN-STORE
TIRE SERVICE
OTR/Farm/Truck/SUV/ATV
AGRICULTURAL TRACK SALES
AND INSTALLATION

Jon Harvey & Bradley Marking, Owners
C ities

Serving Bellechester, G

Thue & Surr ling ies

Online tire ordering is now available on our website!

www.catcountrytire.com
Stop in or call 651-380-8731

- for service. !

[ COUNTRY GOODS |

LARGEST
GIFT STORE
IN
S0. MN!

ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABELA’S
INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
HOME DECOR
LAWN DECORATIONS
UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm
4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna ® View/ Like us on Facebook
507-451-5661 5
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