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Announcements

MANTHEI
 Septic Service
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• We Install Lift Pumps
 • Opening Sewer Lines
 • Tank Finder

 We Service Goodhue, 
 Bellechester, Mazeppa 

 and Zumbro Falls

Join Us for a
 Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner Buffet

 RESERVATIONS STRONGLY SUGGESTED: CALL 507-645-9992
37540 Goodhue Avenue, Dennison, MN 

 Hours: Wed.& Thurs. 11:00AM-8:30PM; Fri. & Sat. 11:00AM-9:30PM; Sun. 9:00AM-8:00PM
 Bar Open Later

 $24.99 per person • Kids 12 & under  $9.99, Kids 4 & under Free

Thursday, November 26 • Serving 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
(Bar Open Later)

 www.firesidelounge.net

TAKE OUT
DINNERS

AVAILABLE!Order yours byNovember 22

Serving Turkey or Ham, Mashed Potatoes, Stuffing, 

 Cranberries, Vegetable, and Choice of Salads

 ~ Appetizers Available  ~

• Veterans Day Program at Goodhue
School Friday, November 6 at
9:00a.m. in Gym #1. Open to the pub-
lic, please use door #5.
• Change of Council Meeting Sched-

ule for November and December &
Meeting Notice: Due to holidays, there
will be 1 City Council meeting on No-
vember 18th and December 16th @
6:00. Meeting schedule will resume in
January, 2027.
There will be a Special Council Meet-

ing on November 10, 2026 @ 6:00 at
City Hall for the purpose of certifying
general election results for the city.
There will be a council work session

immediately following the special meet-
ing on November 10.

Notice of Council Quorum
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a

quorum of Goodhue City Councilmem-
bers may be present at the North Zumbro
Sanitary Sewer District joint council
meeting, taking place on November 23rd
at 6:00 at the Zumbrota VFW. The ad-
dress is 25 E 1st St, Zumbrota. Each of
the member city councils will be dis-
cussing and receiving an update on the
sanitary sewer district project. Public is
welcome to attend this meeting.
• Belvidere Happy-Go-Luckies 4-H

Club (usually) meets the first Monday
of each month at 7p.m. at St. Peter’s
Church, rural Goodhue. New members
are always welcome! Contact club
leader Michelle Benrud at 651-923-5247
for more information.

(continued on page 2)

Pine Island Data Center
Settlement
(ABC 6 News) — A settlement has been

reached in the Pine Island data center lawsuit
case, according to a joint release from the
Minnesota Center for Environmental Advo-
cacy, Google, and Ryan Companies.

BELLECHESTER - In the 1800s when set-
tlers moved west to claim land in the Mid-

From Cows to Couples
Barn weddings example of how shifting agribusiness options keep farms thriving

(continued on page 6)

west, they poured their hearts and souls into
their new homes and the farmland they were
built on. The farming industry has changed
significantly over the decades since these
homesteads were established.
Now, in the 21st century, the families who

are fortunate enough to still own their ances-
tor’s farms are adapting to new ways of thriv-
ing. Pizza farms, micro gardens, pop-up
shops, and other creative uses for family
farms are becoming more visible as agricul-
ture trends shift. One particularly intriguing
use for old barns is offering them as wedding

venues.
The Calvin Strauss family farm in Wabasha

County has one of those barns.

(continued on page 8)

Bill Hermann
Honored for
Military Service

Members of the RedWingAmerican Le-
gion and Beyond the Yellow Ribbon or-
ganization presented Bill Hermann with
several gifts and thanked him for his mil-
itary service on September 15th.

By Beth Brekke
Well-known Wanamingo resident and

area businessman,Wilfred “Bill” Hermann
was honored on September 15th for his
military service.
The We Honor Veterans pinning cere-

mony is a joint program of the Hiawatha
Valley Family Beyond the Yellow Ribbon
community and Mayo Clinic Hospice. The
recognition program was held at Bill’s
Goodhue Living apartment where he has
lived since June.

(continued on page 9)

Community Help Network
Seeks Volunteers and
Donations for Holiday Meals
Community Help Network is seeking vol-

unteers and donations for its fourth year of
providing Thanksgiving baskets to neighbors
in the Goodhue and Mazeppa areas.

(continued on page 7)

(continued on page 7)

Christmas Cookie Drop
Fundraiser Brings Holiday
Treats to Goodhue
Community Express and Courier Services

invites the community to celebrate the season
with its “12 Days of Christmas Treats from
the North Pole” fundraiser.
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ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN
 CHURCH, MISSOURI SYNOD

Pastor Steven Frentz
 28961  365th St., Goodhue

 651-923-4438
 Email: stpeter@sleepyeyetel.net

 9:30a.m. Sunday School
 10:30a.m. Worship

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY

E-mail your church announcements,
 schedule to the Messenger at:

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

HOLY TRINITY
 CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Thomas McCabe • www.holytrinitygoodhue.org
 211 4th St. N., Goodhue • 923-4472

 Parish Office Hours, Mon.: 9:00AM - 2:00PM
 (Holy Trinity Parish Office has sacramental records for St. Mary, Bellechester, 

 and St. Columbkill, Belle Creek, since merger in 2013).
 Sat.: 4:45PM - 5:20PM Confession, 5:30PM Holy Mass (Sunday vigil)

 Tues.: 8:00AM Holy Mass
 Wed.: 8:00AM Holy Mass, 9:00AM - 2:00PM Eucharistic Adoration

 Rosary said 25 minutes before Holy Mass
 All are WELCOME!  But receiving Holy Communion are for those 

 who are of age and practicing the Catholic faith.
 We practice because we are not yet perfect!

ST. MARY’S
 CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Thomas McCabe• www.holytrinitygoodhue.org
 221 Chester Avenue • 923-4472

 (Holy Trinity Parish Office has sacramental records for St. Mary, Bellechester, 
 and St. Columbkill, Belle Creek, since merger in 2013).

 Sun.: 8:15AM - 8:35AM Confession, 8:30AM, Holy Mass
 Mon.: 8:00AM Holy Mass, 6:30PM - 9:00PM Eucharistic Adoration

 Rosary said 25 minutes before Holy Mass
 All are WELCOME!  But receiving Holy Communion are for those 

 who are of age and practicing the Catholic faith.
 We practice because we are not yet perfect!

ST. COLUMBKILL
 CATHOLIC CHURCH

Father Thomas McCabe• www.holytrinitygoodhue.org
 County Road 47, Goodhue • 923-4472

 (Holy Trinity Parish Office has sacramental records for St. Mary, 
 Bellechester,and St. Columbkill, Belle Creek, since merger in 2013).

 Sun.:10:00AM Holy Mass
 Thurs.: 8:00AM Eucharistic Adoration/Confession, 9:00AM Holy Mass

 Rosary said 25 minutes before Holy Mass
 All are WELCOME!  But receiving Holy Communion are for 

 those who are of age and practicing the Catholic faith.
 We practice because we are not yet perfect!

GRACE EV. LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH (WELS)

Pastor Martin Weigand
 39774 Co. 4 Blvd., Goodhue • 651-923-4624

 gracelutheranchurch@gmail.com • www.gracestpeters.org
 Sunday Morning Worship 8:30a.m. with communion

 on the second and fourth Sunday of each month.
 Sunday School at 9:30a.m., Sunday Bible Study at 9:45a.m.,

 Confirmation Class 5:45 on Wednesday at St Peter’s.
 8:30a.m. Quilting and Bible Study on Wednesday at St Peter’s, and 

 10:30a.m. Midweek Bible Study on Thursday at St Peter’s. 

 Pioneer and Perfecter of Faith
 Let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 

 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.
 — Hebrews 12:1-2

 Our reading today invites us to reflect on the life of faith as a 
 race marked out for us.

 And who has gone before us to mark it out? Jesus, the pioneer 
 (or trailblazer) of faith.

 He did it all, providing this great gift for us. He paved the way 
 when we were so lost in our sin that we were like dead people 
 walking in darkness (Isaiah 9:2; Ephesians 2:1-5). He made us 
 alive to faith. He justified us, he sanctified us, and he sustains us 
 through every trial. Jesus lights the way for us, and he will bring 
 us safely through to where he is. As the apostle Paul describes it 
 in Philippians 1:6, “He who began a good work in you will carry 
 it on to completion.”

 Some Bible translations describe Jesus’ role here as the “author 
 and finisher” of faith, and that reminds me of some treasured 
 gifts that grace our family’s home. My mother-inlaw and late 
 sister-in-law gifted us with beautiful, handmade quilts. They 
 “authored” these treasures, designing them on graph paper, 
 choosing colors, cutting pieces of fabric, and quilting them 
 together. They also “finished” these artworks beautifully, down 
 to the last binding stitch. I benefit from these gifts of grace, 
 resting under someone else’s finished work.

 In our life of faith, we depend on Jesus’ accomplished work. 
 From start to finish, we can fix our eyes on him, following his 
 lead and relying on his guidance and finished work every step of 
 the way.

 Pioneer and Perfecter of faith, where would we be without 
 you? Lead and guide us, Lord, and may we rest in you. Amen.

ST. JOHN’S EV. LUTHERAN (WELS)
Pastor Randall Kuznicki

 Minneola Twp. Co. Rd. 7, rural Zumbrota
 Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.; Communion 3rd Sunday

 Sunday School and Bible Studies (Adult & Teen) 11:00a.m.

MINNEOLA
 LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pastor Judy Thompson-Reitz
 www.minneolalutheranchurch.com

 13628 Cty. 50 Blvd., Goodhue
 Office line: (507) 218-7177     Pastoral Care: 507-218-9063

 Sunday School (first two Sundays of month) 9:30a.m.
 Worship at 9:00a.m. (Communion on 2nd and 4th Sundays) 

ST. JOHN’S EV. LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH (WELS)

Pastor Robbin Robbert
 36620 Co. 4 Blvd., Goodhue • 651-923-4773

 Sunday 9:00am Worship
 Communion offred on the 2nd & 4th Sundays.

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH (ELCA)

Pastor Eric Hanson  •   www.stlukegoodhue.org
 37750 County 6 Blvd., Goodhue, MN 55027

 Email: office@stlukegoodhue.org •  651-998-7106
 8:30a.m. Sunday School; 9:30a.m. Sunday Worship

 6:45p.m. Wednesday Worship

ST. PETER’S EV. LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH (WELS)

Pastor Martin Weigand
 702 West Third Ave., Goodhue, MN • 715-441-5086

 Sunday Morning Worship 10:45a.m. with 
 communion on the second and fourth Sunday of each month. 

 Sunday School at 9:30a.m. at Grace.
 Sunday Bible Study at 9:30a.m.,

 Confirmation Class 5:45p.m. on Wednesday,
 8:30a.m. Quilting and Bible Study on

 Wednesday, and 10:30a.m. Midweek Bible Class
 on Thursday. 

LANDS LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor: David Krinke, Email: pastordavid@landslutheran.org
 Pastor: Nikki Rockne, Email: pastornikki@landslutheran.org

 P O Box 225/16640 Hwy 60 Blvd, Zumbrota, MN
 (507) 732-5482

 Web Site:  www.landslutheran.org
 Facebook: Lands Lutheran Church

 Sunday mornings: 8:30a.m. Contemporary Worship Service
 & on Facebook; 9:30a.m. Sunday School;

 10:30a.m. Traditional Worship Service & on Facebook
 Wednesday Evenings: 6:15p.m. Confirmation;

 6:15p.m. Worship & on Facebook; 7:00p.m. Adult Study

Business & Subscription Office
P.O. Box 125

Dennison, MN 55018
Phone: 507-649-3327
Fax: 507-645-9878

www.goodhuemn.com
For Advertising Information,

Contact Journey Parsons at (507) 384-1521
Terry Campbell at (507) 951-7417
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Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Pastors Corner
Thanksgiving:
Counting the
Big and Little

Blessings
By Pastor Robbin Robbert
St. John’s Lutheran Church,

rural Goodhue

Announcements
• Hiawatha Valley Genealogy Society

meets Tuesday, November 10, 10 am at
the Goodhue County History Center,
1166 Oak St., Red Wing. Cousins, Kay
Schwartau and Janet Daley will talk
about revising the “Schwartau Family
Chronicle” originally published in 1976.
The updated book contains 37 life stories
with photos and a kinship report. Learn
about new research discoveries they
found while working on the project.
Your first meeting is complimentary.
• Three Rivers Community Action is

currently accepting new Meals On
Wheels clients in the communities of
Bellechester, Zumbrota, Mazeppa,
Goodhue, Pine Island, Kenyon,
Wabasha and Wanamingo. Receive a
hot meal delivered to your home by a
volunteer at lunch time up to 5 days per
week. To qualify you must be 60 or
older, live within city limits, have limited
mobility and/or are unable to prepare nu-
tritious meals. The suggested donation is
$5-$10 per meal. Please contact Three
Rivers at 507-316-0610 or email:
oas@threeriverscap.org

Do you have an announcement?
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

As Thanksgiving approaches, perhaps it is
time to take a moment and consider just how
much we have to be thankful for. Sometimes
we hesitate to take all our wants and concerns
to God because we think they are too small
or insignificant. After all, how can we bother
God with our everyday worries when there
are wars, cancer, suffering, and death in the
world? But our heavenly Father is never too
busy for us. He cares about the big things in
our lives, and He cares about the little things,
too. No concern is too small, no prayer too
ordinary, and no burden too insignificant to
bring before Him. We are His children, and
He invites us to bring everything to Him in
prayer.
Sometimes, when we have been through a

difficult time, we become so anxious to return

to our normal routines that we forget to stop
and give thanks to the One who carried us
through. When the test results are good, the
surgery is over, the loved one is recovering,
the storm has passed, or the problem has fi-
nally been resolved, we breathe a sigh of re-
lief and move on. But before rushing back
into the busyness of life, shouldn't we pause
and thank God? He has heard our prayers,
strengthened us in our worries, comforted us
in our fears, and sometimes answered our
prayers in ways we never expected. Let us
not be so eager to put our troubles behind us
that we forget the One who walked with us
through them.
The elections are over. Whatever our polit-

ical opinions or disappointments may be, per-
haps we can all agree that it is time to turn
our attention away from grumbling about
what we think is wrong and start counting the
many things God has done right. We can be
thankful for family and friends, neighbors
who care, a warm home, food on the table,
the beauty of creation, and the simple gift of
another day.We can give thanks for the bless-
ings we often take for granted: a conversa-
tion, a child's laughter, a beautiful sunrise, a
helping hand, or the peace that comes from
knowing we are not alone. These everyday
blessings are little foretastes of heaven, re-
minders of the goodness and grace that God
showers upon us.
This Thanksgiving, let us remember that

gratitude is more than a holiday tradition or a
prayer before the meal. It is a way of looking

at life through the eyes of faith.We will never
have everything exactly the way we want it,
and life will always bring its share of disap-
pointments and unanswered questions. But
we have a Father who loves us, a Savior who
gave His life for us, and the sure promise of
eternal life through Jesus Christ. As Psalm
107:1 reminds us, "Give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good; His love endures forever!"
May we spend less time counting what we
think God has not done to our satisfaction and
more time counting the blessings He has
given us, both big and small. Happy Thanks-
giving!
“1When upon life's billows you are tempest

tossed,
When you are discouraged, thinking all is

lost,
Count your many blessings, name them one

by one,
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath

done.
Refrain:
Count your blessings, name them one by

one;
Count your blessings, see what God hath

done;
Count your blessings, name them one by

one;
Count your many blessings, see what God

hath done.
2 Are you ever burdened with a load of

care? (continued on page 3)
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Does the cross seem heavy you are called to
bear?
Count your many blessings, ev'ry doubt will

fly,
And you will be singing as the days go by.

[Refrain]
3 When you look at others with their lands

and gold,
Think that Christ has promised you His

wealth untold;
Count your many blessings, money cannot

buy
Your reward in heaven, nor your home on

high. [Refrain]
4 So, amid the conflict, whether great or

small,
Do not be discouraged, God is over all;
Count your many blessings, angels will at-

tend,
Help and comfort give you to your journey's

end. [Refrain]“

Pastors Corner
(continued from page 2)GOODHUE, MN — St. Luke Church in

Goodhue, along with community members, is
launching a new outreach opportunity de-
signed to help local children and families fac-
ing real and immediate needs.
St. Luke will serve as the anchor church for

CarePortal in the Goodhue/Bellechester area,
providing a starting point for connecting local
needs with people who are ready to help.
While St. Luke is helping lead the effort,
CarePortal is intended to be a community-
wide opportunity. Churches, organizations,

businesses, families, and individuals
throughout the surrounding area are invited
to be part of the effort.
Through CarePortal, St. Luke, will be con-

nected with needs identified by local child-
serving professionals and community
organizations. These requests may involve
practical needs such as food, clothing, house-
hold items, transportation assistance, or other
resources that can make a meaningful differ-
ence for a child or family.
“CarePortal provides practical avenues for

St. Luke’s friends, members, and community
partners to ‘serve the least of these,’ as Jesus
calls us to in Matthew 25,” said Pastor Eric
Hason of St. Luke Church.
CarePortal provides a way for churches and

community members to respond when a need
arises, bringing people and resources to-
gether to help families experience practical
support and care. Rather than simply learning
about community needs, responders can
choose how to help based on their time, abil-
ities, and resources.
The initiative reflects the desire of the

Goodhue/Bellechester community to live out
Jesus’ call to care for our neighbors. The
group’s guiding phrase for CarePortal is “See

St. Luke Church
Launches

CarePortal
to Help Meet

Local Needs of
Children and

Families

www.bloomsonbroadway.com
 Open Tues. through Fri. 10-5; Sat. 9-Noon

 201 N. Broadway, Goodhue  •  651-923-4380

 Cut Flowers • Plants • Landscape • Bridal & Gifts

Order fresh flower centerpieces 
 for Thanksgiving and Poinsettias 

 for Christmas.
 Stop in or give Beth a call!

 Happy Fall!
 Time to look ahead to the Holidays!

Meagan Jaeger

Come In for 
 Your 

 Thanksgiving 
 Haircut

 Sending warm wishes for a 
 wonderful Thanksgiving

 to you and yours!

Open Mon. through Fri.
 Sat. by Appointment

 201 N. Broadway, Goodhue

 651-923-4850

As we gear up for another Thanksgiving, we re thankful to be celebrating it
 with the customers and friends who have made our year so special. 

 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:00 • 111 3rd Ave., Goodhue • 651-923-4525
Shell

 ROYAL AUTO 
 SERVICE

a Need. Share the Care.”
“We know there are families in our commu-

nity facing challenges that may not always be
visible,” said Team Leads and Community
Partners Char von Knobelsdorff and Teresa
Buck. “CarePortal gives us a way to come
alongside them and say, ‘You’re not alone.
We can help.’”
St. Luke introduced CarePortal to the con-

gregation on 10/25/2026, sharing information
about how members and others in the com-
munity can participate. Those interested in
learning more or responding to future needs
can sign up through https://system.carepor-
tal.org/register
Whether through a church, business, organ-

ization, family, or as an individual, people
throughout the surrounding area are welcome

to become part of the CarePortal effort and
help respond when needs arise in our com-
munity.

About CarePortal
CarePortal connects local churches and

community organizations with opportunities
to respond to the needs of children and fam-
ilies. Through the CarePortal network, child-
serving professionals can identify needs and
connect those needs with people and organi-
zations willing to help. Learn more about
CarePortal at careportal.org.
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Obituaries
Karen Marie Puppe
Karen Marie Puppe, age 81 of Goodhue,

died on Tuesday
evening, October 6,
2026 at Mayo Clinic
Health System in La
Crosse, Wisconsin.
Karen was born on

February 18, 1945 in
Red Wing, the
daughter of Ray-
mond and Marion
(Benidt) Augustine.
She graduated from

Goodhue High School in 1963 and later re-
ceived her degree in Food and Nutrition from
Mankato State University in 1967.
Karen married Gerald E. Puppe on May 4,

1968 at St. John's Lutheran Church, Goodhue.
Together they raised three children on their
rural Goodhue farm, where Karen was a
homemaker and worked the farm with Gerald.
She later was a teller with the Goodhue Bank
(now First Farmers and Merchants). Free time
found Karen and Gerald dancing at the Sky-
line Ballroom, RedWing. Karen was practical
to a fault and treasured her simple life in their
country home. She wouldn't change a thing!
She enjoyed being outdoors, especially on

the farm, where she loved to feed the calves
and tend to her flowers. Karen enjoyed
singing and being part of the church choir at
St. Peter's Lutheran Church. During quiet
times at home, Karen found enjoyment in
games of Solitaire and Sudoku and putting to-
gether puzzles.
Above all, her joy in life was her grandchil-

dren. She loved making cookies, especially
Christmas cookies, with them. She will be
missed and loved always.
She is survived by her husband of 58 years,

Gerald; children, David (Jess) Puppe, Paula
Puppe, and Sara (Dusty) Gold; grandchildren,
Payton, Preston, Carter, Madeline, Jaxson,
Michaela, Connor, Morgan, Addison, Emma,
and Briahna; great-grandson, Henry; brother,
Robert (Carlene) Augustine; sister-in-law,
Barbara Augustine; brother-in-law, Lyle
Puppe; and nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her parents,

Ray and Marion Augustine; parents-in-law,
Carl and Celia Puppe; and brother, Jim Au-
gustine.
Visitation was held at St. Peter Lutheran

Church in Goodhue on Sunday, Oct. 11 from
2:00 pm - 5:00 pm.Amemorial service was at
church on Monday, Oct. 12 at 11:00 am, with
visitation from 10:00 am - 11:00 am. This
service was live-streamed by St. Peter's
Church here Monday, October 12 at 11 am:
Karen Puppe service. Interment followed at
Evergreen Cemetery, Goodhue.
Active urn bearer was David Puppe.

Harlin Walter Reese
Harlin Walter

Reese, 96, of Good-
hue, formerly of
Oradell, New Jersey,
died Friday, October
9, 2026 at Goodhue
Living Community.
He was born March

18, 1930 in
Goodhue to
Arthur and

Amanda (Lohmeyer) Reese. He grew up in
Goodhue and graduated from Goodhue High
School in 1947.After graduation he attended
Dunwoody Institute where he learned a trade.
He went onto become a very skilled carpen-
ter and woodworker. He enlisted in the U.S.
Army where in was stationed in New Jersey.
While there, he met his wife Dorothy and the
couple was married in 1955.After a brief stay
in Goodhue, the couple returned to Oradell
to raise their family.
Harlin owned and operated his own carpen-

try and cabinetry business over the years. He
owned Wood Artisans and Norwood
Kitchens for many years. He and his family
loved playing cards. He had a sixth sense
when it came to card games and he was a for-
midable Bridge and Pinochle player, as well
a coveted Euchre partner. He loved farming –
Goodhue was always close to his heart. He
substituted his tractor for a John Deere ride-
on lawnmower. In Oradell he satisfied his
green thumb with an incredible garden.
Most of all Harlin loved his family. He was

very proud of his children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren and looked forward
to family gatherings. He lived his faith. His
prerogative was always whatever he could do
to help others. He spent years raising funds
and his own hammer to remodel and improve
his home churches in both Paramus and
Goodhue. His sense of humor and selfless
nature made him a fantastic role model. He
was an angel here on earth among friends and
family.
He is survived by his daughters; Barbara

(Ron) Radomski of Macungie, Pennsylvania,
Deborah Vanzo of Manalapan, New Jersey,
and Laurie (Jeff) Mason of River Edge, New
Jersey; daughter-in-law, Kelly Reese of Myr-
tle Beach, South Carolina; 8 grandchildren,
Christopher (Dnaielle) Radomski, Kevin
(Jordan) Vanzo, Sharon Radomski, Cheryl
(Tim) Straut, Ryan (Claire) Mason, Kenny
Mason, Trevor Reese, and Curtis Reese; and
six great-grandchildren.
He is preceded in death by is wife Dorothy

in 2005; son Robert Reese; 5 brothers,
Arthur, Donald, Laverne, Hilbert, and John
Reese; son-in-law, Peter Vanzo; his close
friend Betty Johnson; and his parents.
A funeral service was at 12 p.m. noon at St.

Lukes Lutheran Church in Goodhue. Rev.
Eric Hanson officiated. Visitation was one
hour prior to the service at church. Following
his services in Minnesota, services will be
held at Church of the Savior Lutheran in
Paramus, New Jersey and burial will be at
George Washington Cemetery, also in Para-
mus. Online condolences may be left for the
family at www.mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com

Donald John Amandus Reese
Donald JohnAmandus Reese, passed away

at Goodhue Living
Center, on Monday,
October 12, 2026, at
the age of 100, sur-
rounded by family.
Donald was born

in Goodhue Town-
ship, Minnesota, on

September
15, 1926 to
Arthur Sr.
a n d

Amanda (Lohmeyer) Reese. He was one of 6
sons. Donald was baptized, confirmed and a
lifelong member of St. John’s Lutheran
Church, rural Goodhue. He attended St
John’s Lutheran School. Donald joined the
US Army in October of 1950, where he
proudly served.
On June 28, 1952, Donald was united in

marriage to Lila Mehrkens at St John’s
Church, Bear Valley, MN. They were blessed
with 8 children. Farming was Donald’s life.
Donald enjoyed attending auctions and col-
lecting antiques. He also had a passion for
horses and John Deere tractors. Donald and
Lila went to many polka dances. They also
enjoyed bowling, traveling and playing cards.
Donald’s legacy to others can simply be

said in three words: Faith, Family and Farm-
ing.
Donald is survived by his loving wife of 74

years, Lila Reese of Goodhue; children,
Kathleen (Jeff) Ofstie of Goodhue, Diane
Reese (Thomas) of Lakeland Shores, Susan
(Mike) Landry of Kenyon, David (Lori)
Reese of Goodhue, Daniel (Bonnie) Reese of
Goodhue, Dale (Lorraine) Reese of Goodhue,
Cindy (Bill) Cordes of Red Wing and Jodi
(Jeff) Whitcomb of Zumbrota; 29 grandchil-
dren; 50 great-grandchildren; 5 great-great-
grandchildren; sisters-in-law, Donna Reese,
Betty Mehrkens and Joyce Larson; many
nieces; nephews; other relatives and friends.
In addition to his parents, Donald is preceded
in death by his brothers, Arthur Jr. (Velva
Mae), Laverne (Lenea), Harlin (Dorothy),
Hilbert (Bernie) and John Reese.
On Saturday, October 17, 2026 the Funeral

Service was at 12 noon at St. John’s Lutheran
Church, rural Goodhue. Rev. Robbin Rob-
bert officiated. Visitation was two hours prior
to the service at the church starting at 10am.
Interment followed in the church cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be di-

rected to the St. John’s Lutheran Church or
School.
Mahn Family Funeral Home – Bodelson

Chapel, RedWing, is entrusted with arrange-
ments. www.MahnFamilyFuneralHome.com

Tina Marie Heise
Tina Marie Heise, 51, of Goodhue, MN,

passed away on
Sunday, October 11,
2026 at her home,
after a long illness.
Tina was born on

June 20, 1975, to
Daniel & Debra
(Riess) Simmons in
Rochester, MN. She
did many different
things during her
life. She started

cleaning houses at an early age, was a Foster
Mom for 5 children, owned and operated a
Gallery and Gifts, that was full of photogra-
phy she did herself. Jewelry, she made herself
and other things she thought were unique.
She was very passionate and very creative
about everything she ever did in her life, her
kids, family, friends, husband, and business.
Tina tried to do the right thing, tried to help
anyone in a difficult situation, no matter who
it was. She was the most forgiving, loving,
caring, and giving person anyone could have
met. Tina made friends everywhere she went.
She will be sadly missed by all that loved her.

She married Mark Heise on December 21,
2006. Tina had a great sense of humor, loved
to laugh, and hang out with her husband and
her pets.
Tina is revived by her loving husband,

Mark; sons, Reiss (Hailey Stodola) Musty,
Aiden Musty; daughter, Brittany (Kyle
Graner) White; step-daughter, Sarah (Neji)
Schneider; grandchildren, Louie Musty,
MadelynWhite, Kale & Evan Schneider; par-
ents, Dan & Jan Simmons; sisters, Amanda
&Audrea Simmons; nieces and nephews.
She is preceded in death by her mother,

Debra Simmons.
My favorite thing about Tina, was whether

she was happy, sad or mad, she let me know
everyday of our life together that she really
loved be back. - Her loving husband, Mark

John Henry Buck, Jr.
John Henry Buck, Jr., age 88, of Zumbrota,

passed away peace-
fully on October 7,
2026 at his home,
surrounded by his
family. He was born
on March 22, 1938
to John and Rosalie
(Puppe) Buck. He
was baptized and
confirmed at Grace
Lutheran Church. He
graduated from

Zumbrota High School, class of 1956. On
April 12, 1958, he married Nancy Berg and
the couple raised three children.
John devoted most of his adult life to farm-

ing, milking cows, raising crops, cattle and
hogs. He also delivered for MoorMan’s Feed
for 19 years and worked for NAPA in Zum-
brota for 10 years.
In his free time, he enjoyed hunting and

golfing. John also like to entertain and spend
time with his friends. He was a fan of card
games and made the occasional trip to Treas-
ure Island. He enjoyed singing and often sang
to his grandchildren. He was a kind, thought-
ful man who truly enjoyed his life.
He will be missed by many, including his

children, Candice (Clancy) Trenda of Hast-
ings, Terry (Kelli) Buck of Zumbrota, and
Renae (Joel) Wolf of Mankato; nine grand-
children, Adam, Lindsey (Tyler) and Nathan
Trenda, Ashlen (Travis) Kauffman, Kaitlen
(Spencer) Ellingson and Rianne Buck, Stacy
(Jesse) Courrier, Travis Robinson and Linnea
Wolf; 10 great-grandchildren; special friend,
Dee Knutson; and siblings, Berdell Gadient
and Joan Moldenhauer.
He is preceded in death by brothers, Lu-

verne, Cyrus, and Darold Buck; sister, Ardel
Flynn; and his parents.
A memorial service will be 11 a.m., Thurs-

day, October 15, 2026 at Christ Lutheran
Church in Zumbrota with Rev. Robbin Rob-
berts officiating. Visitation will be from 9:30
a.m. until the time of the service at church.
Burial to follow at Zumbrota Cemetery. On-
line condolences may be left for the family at
www.mahnfamilyfuneralhome.com

We’re online!
www.goodhuemn.com
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Potpourri Mill Log Cabin
Lori and Darwin Amy

2290 County 49 Blvd., Dennison, MN
Email: cabincrew@frontiernet.net

or call 507-649-1009

Holly Thyme
 Craft Show

 Saturdays: November 28, December 5, 12
 Sundays: November 29, December 6, 13

 Hours: 10:00a.m. to 5:00p.m.
 Call 507-649-1009 to set up other dates and times to shop in our cabin.

Take a drive in the country and shop in our
 log cabin filled with crafts and antiques!

Gwendolyn “Gwen” Rebecca Stehr
Gwendolyn “Gwen” Rebecca Stehr, nee

Scharpen of Zum-
brota, MNwas called
home to her Lord on
10/7/2026. She was
83 years old. She was
born April 9, 1943 to
Henry Arthur
Scharpen and Phyllis
Rebecca Scharpen,
nee Vieths in Red
Wing, MN. Gwen

was baptized, confirmed and married at St.
John’s Lutheran Church in rural Goodhue,
MN. A 1961 graduate of Goodhue High
School, and Miller Hospital School of Nurs-
ing in St. Paul, MN in 1963. She then went to
work as an LPN at Red Wing City Hospital,
Methodist Hospital in Rochester, MN and
Zumbrota Community Hospital in Zumbrota,
MN. She married Ralph E. Stehr on February
16, 1963 and was married 52 years. She
worked as a dental assistant/secretary for Dr.
Dols of Goodhue for 8 years and then as
church secretary for United Redeemer Church
until retiring in 2004. She enjoyed family
gatherings, attending grandchildren’s events
as they grew up, decorating for holidays,
flower gardening and lawn mowing. She
worked on committees at church, sang in the
choir, worked at the Horticulture Department
at the Goodhue County Fair and as an election
judge for township and city elections. She was
a 4-H leader for the Goodhue Gesundheits for
a number of years. She helped organize the

first meeting of the Cross Country Gals
Homemaker group that continued for over 50
years, and also served on the committee for
the first Goodhue High School All-Night
graduation party in 1984. She enjoyed work-
ing on family genealogy and scrapbooking.
She is survived by her daughter, Kimberly

Erickson (Kelly) Bolin of Mazeppa and son
Mark (Lisa) Stehr of Goodhue. Grandchil-
dren: Jordan Erickson (Michaela Oelkers) of
Baldwin, WI; Matthew Stehr of Red Wing;
Tyler (Emilee) Stehr of Winthrop, MN; Joey
(Cody) Miller of RedWing. Great Grandchil-
dren: Jolee, Emryn, Reese and Ezekiel Stehr
and Tucker Miller. Sisters-in-law: Arlene
Scharpen, Karen Stehr, Elizabeth Stehr, Mary
Jane Swee and many nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her parents,

Henry and Phyllis Scharpen, husband Ralph
Stehr, brother Virgil Scharpen, Niece Gayle
(Scharpen) Krause, brothers-in-law Roger
Stehr, Richard Stehr and David Swee and a
nephew, Jon Stehr.
Pallbearers (Grandchildren): Jordan Erick-

son, Matthew and Tyler Stehr, Joey Miller
and Ben and Peyton Bolin.
Funeral service was at 3 p.m. Sunday, Oc-

tober 18, 2026 at Christ Lutheran Church,
Zumbrota. Visitation began at 1 p.m. until the
time of the service at the church. Burial took
place in the Zumbrota Cemetery.A reception
and meal followed the service at the new
dome Christ Lutheran School, 1050 Jefferson
Drive. Memorials are preferred to Christ
Lutheran Church or School.
Arrangements handled by Mahn Family

Funeral Home, Larson Chapel.

Jason James Wallerich
Jason James Wallerich, 46, of Goodhue,

passed away unex-
pectedly following a
farm-related acci-
dent on Thursday,
October 22, 2026, at
Mayo Clinic Hospi-
tal in Cannon Falls.
He was born on Oc-
tober 27, 1979, to
Jim and Debbie
(Moyer) Wallerich

in Lake City, Minnesota.
Jason met his wife, Molly, in 2013, and the

two were married in 2016. Together, they
built a beautiful life and were blessed with
five wonderful children: Landon, Marybeth,
Truett, Huckley, and Joelle. Jason’s family
was his whole world, and nothing brought
him more happiness than being a husband
and dad. He loved making memories with his
family, whether it was heading up north,
playing ball, spending time outdoors, and
often going out to the farm to fire up the dirt
bikes and four-wheelers for the kids. He es-
pecially loved giving the kids tractor rides
and pulling them behind the snowmobile.
These simple moments together were some
of his most treasured times.
Jason had a deep love for farming and took

great pride in his work. He was an incredibly
hard worker who believed in showing up,
getting the job done, and giving everything

his best. Farming was more than just work to
Jason; it was a way he could honor the Lord.
Jason’s greatest legacy is the love he leaves

behind in his wife and five children. He will
be deeply missed by his family, friends, and
all those whose lives he touched. Though his
time with them was far too short, the memo-
ries he created, the lessons he taught, and the
love he gave will live on forever.
Jason is survived by his loving wife, Molly;

five children, Landon, Marybeth, Truett,
Huckley, and Joelle; his parents, Jim and Deb-
bie Wallerich; his parents-in-law, Bruce and
Becky Benrud; his sisters, Angela (Corey)
Eischens and Brittany (Marc) Huneke; his
brother-in-law, Brad Benrud; his grandpar-
ents, Jim and Mary Wallerich; six nieces and
nephews, Seth, Allie, Katelyn, Aribella, Otil-
lie, and Anton; and numerous aunts, uncles,
and cousins.
He was preceded in death by his sister-in-

law, Elizabeth Benrud; his grandparents
Joanne and Herbert Moyer, his grandparents-
in-law, Audrey and Lester Benrud, Eugene
and Alvina Balow, and Mary Lou Ahlers.
A funeral service was held at 10 a.m. on

Wednesday, October 28, 2026, at Our Sav-
iour’s Lutheran Church in Zumbrota. Visita-
tion was held from 4 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday,
October 27, 2026, at Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Church and for one hour prior to the service.
Burial took place at Zion Lutheran Cemetery
in rural Goodhue.
Arrangements are entrusted to Mahn Family

Funeral Home, Larson Chapel, in Zumbrota.

Austin Thumann 651-380-0360

Septic System 
 Installation

 and
 Repair Excavating

 Licensed, Insured, Bonded

Ali Peters
 200 2nd Street N, Goodhue, MN

 651-401-6786
 alison@fuainsurance.com

Farm • Crop • Home • Auto
 Business • Life • Health
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Share your engagement,
birthday, wedding,
anniversary or

birth announcement
Email:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Community

GRAVES ONLINE 
AUCTIONS

www.gravesonlineauctions.com
Professional Auction Services

Consignment Auctions Ending Every 2 Weeks

Farm - Construction - Business - Antiques
Collectibles - Farm Toys - Vintage Toys

Online At Our Site or Yours

Experience and Product Knowledge

Don’t Sell Yourself Short!

507-843-4141
Online Auction House is Located at
383  1st Ave. N, Mazeppa, MN 55956

Open 10am-5pm Mon.-Fri.; Sat. by Appt.

NO COMMISSION ON ITEMS SELLING OVER $1000
PER ITEM

www.hoo.cpa
 Call: 507-534-3837

 Email: info@hoo.cpa
 100 4th Ave, Suite 1, Plainview, MN 55964

 From expert tax prep to streamlined bookkeeping, we can help. 
 Call us today!

 Jolene Harvey, CPA • Michael Oliver, CPA • Ben Opsahl, Enrolled Agent • Colton Burke, CPA

 Our Services
 • Business & Personal Tax Service
 • Tax Planning
 • Bookkeeping & Payroll

 • Financial Statement Preparation
 • Business Consulting
 • QuickBooks Pro Advisors

 Serving clients in Plainview, Rochester, Zumbrota, St. Charles, Lake City & surrounding areas
 • Agricultural tax return preparation/bookkeeping/payroll

From Cows
to

Couples
(continued from page 1)

Built in 1869, Cal has spent the past few
years transforming their barn from being used
as a home for dairy cattle into a charming and
welcoming site for couples to say their “I dos”
as Red Silo Events.
Just as the original Strauss family members

did when they homesteaded this land, Cal and
his family have spent countless hours plan-
ning the improvements and then tearing out
livestock equipment, sawing, sanding, paint-
ing, building, decorating and doing everything
needed to see this transformation evolve.
“Turning this old barn into a place for wed-
dings has been a labor of love,” Strauss said.
His background in construction and farming
work ethic have been instrumental in seeing
these changes occur. “Friends and family
members have helped build benches, paint
signs, create a Facebook page and website and
take care of so many details that have made
this dream possible,” he added.
In 2025, the family dedicated to Red Silo

Events officially expanded with Cal’s mar-
riage to Tracy which, of course, took place at
Red Silo Events. He said, “Moving forward
together, we’ve been able to start hosting
weddings.” By touring Red Silo Events, it’s
easy to see why this charming and historic
wedding venue is a comfortable and quaint
setting for a bride and groom to gather their
families and friends to celebrate their big day.
When asked about the name of this unique

wedding venue, Strauss pointed out the orig-
inal red brick silo attached to the barn as one
of the only remaining like it still standing in

the area. Although couples can plan an out-
door ceremony under an ivy-covered arbor
with rolling hills in the background or an in-
door ceremony surrounded by warm glowing
lights and barnwood, the red brick silo offers
a picturesque back-drop. According to
Strauss, “We wanted to create an affordable
place where people could come to celebrate
events and make new memories.”
Red Silo Events is also available for hosting

family gatherings, proms and corporate
events. More information can be found at
redsiloeventsmn.com.
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Share Your Good News!
Submit your engagement,

wedding or birth announcement
Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Community

Community
Express and

Courier Services
Launches
Nonprofit

Transportation
Service

Proceeds support Community Express and
Courier Services, helping provide reliable, af-
fordable transportation in Goodhue and sur-
rounding communities. Donations are tracked
by the donor’s ZIP code so funds support
transportation needs in the donor’s local area.
While picking up their treats, visitors can

shop JHill Promotions’ limited edition Good-
hue holiday ornaments, along with other hol-
iday items and specials.
For questions or assistance ordering, call

Nancy at 715-216-6058.
Website: CommunityExpress.net
Facebook: Community Express and Courier

Services

Christmas Cookie Drop Fundraiser
Brings Holiday Treats to Goodhue

Community Express and Courier Services,
a new 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, is
helping people in Goodhue and surrounding
communities meet their transportation needs.
Its mission is to provide reliable, affordable
transportation for medical appointments and
everyday activities.
Services include wheelchair transportation

and rides to medical appointments, physical
therapy, dialysis treatments and hospital dis-
charges, as well as grooming appointments,
airport shuttles, and trips to the bank and gro-
cery store.
Access to transportation helps people main-

tain their independence, keep appointments
and stay connected to their communities.

Community Express and Courier Services
aims to make those essential trips easier for
local residents.
The organization is seeking volunteers with

fresh ideas, paid drivers and people interested
in supporting its work in other roles.Whether
you have time, skills or ideas to share, Com-
munity Express and Courier Services wel-
comes hearing what you have to offer. Apply
online at CommunityExpress.net.
Community donations help support this

mission. Donations are tracked by the
donor’s ZIP code so funds support trans-
portation needs in the donor’s local area.
The organization has also launched its “12

Days of Christmas Treats from the North
Pole” holiday fundraiser. Visit Community-
Express.net or follow Community Express
and Courier Services on Facebook for treat
selections and ordering information.
Please plan ahead for your accessible trans-

portation needs this holiday season, and book
as soon as possible. Elderly people and peo-
ple who use wheelchairs are too often forgot-
ten when holiday plans are made.
Community Express and Courier Services
can help with transportation to and from hol-
iday festivities, so please call early to arrange
your ride.
For information about transportation serv-

ices, opportunities to get involved, donations
or the holiday fundraiser, visit Community-

Express.net or find Community Express and
Courier Services on Facebook.

For any questions, call Nancy at 715-216-
6058.

Community Help Network Seeks Volunteers
and Donations for Holiday Meals

(continued from page 1)
The nonprofit organization, run entirely by volunteers, typically prepares 100 baskets to

help local households enjoy a Thanksgiving meal.
The Goodhue and Mazeppa Lions Clubs and Kohlnhofer Farms have stepped up to sup-

port this year’s Thanksgiving baskets. Thanks to additional support from Kohlnhofer
Farms, Community Help Network will also be able to provide a Christmas dinner this
year.
Thanksgiving baskets will be prepared at St. Peter’s in Goodhue on November 21 and

distributed that same day. Christmas dinners will be prepared at St. Peter’s in Goodhue on
December 19 and distributed that same day. Volunteers should arrive at 8 a.m. on both
dates.
More donations are needed to complete the holiday meals, including the extra fixings—

and, of course, the pie. Volunteers are also needed to help with the effort.
Community Help Network helps local residents meet their needs, with 100% of donations

spent helping someone in the donor’s community.
Thank you to everyone coming together to help neighbors enjoy a holiday meal. Your

time, donations and support make this effort possible.
To volunteer, contribute or learn more, call Nancy at 715-216-6058.

(continued from page 1)
Visit CommunityExpress.net or follow

Community Express and Courier Services on
Facebook to see the treats and find ordering
information. Orders must be placed by No-
vember 20, 2026.
Orders will be available for pickup at JHill

Promotions on December 5, 2026, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m., during the Goodhue
Christkindlmarkt German Christmas Market.
Some holiday treat trays will also be avail-
able that day.
The fundraiser features cookies, fudge, truf-

fles and other seasonal favorites—perfect for
holiday gatherings, sharing with friends or
giving as gifts.
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Klein Trucking recently purchased Turbo’s
Repair in Mazeppa. Corey Klein bought the
business in June of 2026 from his brother
when Jason decided to sell and invest his
time in Axle Surgeons/Xpress lane that he
also owned in downtown Mazeppa. Jason
Klein started Turbo's Repair in this location
in Oct 2004.
Corey Klein started trucking in 2015 and

continues to grow the business every year. He
grew up on the farm working with his dad
and riding in the trucks and it became a pas-
sion of his. He started driving semi and ex-
panded to owner/operators and company
drivers, when Jason decided to sell Turbo's
Repair he made the decision to purchase the

Klein
Trucking

expands in
Mazeppa

Pine Island Data Center Settlement
The agreement comes after the MCEA filed the lawsuit, arguing a more thorough envi-

ronmental review needed to be conducted on the project.
The city of Pine Island held a closed meeting onWednesday, to discuss what was pending

litigation. In that meetingAubree Derksen, a resident of Pine Island said an attorney speak
on behalf of the residents opposed to the data center to ensure their calls were heard during
the closed session.
“Because we had representation we had a seat at the table,” Derksen said. “We were in

the room when these conversations were happening and we got to shape what it looked
like.”
Back in May, a Goodhue County judge issued a temporary restraining order to prevent

construction on the project.
According to the release, as part of the settlement, the proposed data center will be the

first in Minnesota to undergo a new state environmental review process.
Under the agreement, MCEAwill dismiss the lawsuit, and Google and Ryan Companies

will undergo a new EnvironmentalAssessmentWorksheet (EAW). That worksheet will be
submitted to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) for review.
The parties have agreed to propose that the MPCA’s study will cover a detailed analysis

of how the data center proposal would affect a wide range of environmental and commu-
nity concerns, including water and energy impacts, noise, and light pollution.
Ryan and Google have also agreed to develop a plan to mitigate those effects, which

will be presented to the MPCA and the City of Pine Island.
Pine Island residents, other government agencies, and all Minnesotans will have a chance

to review and comment on the new study and mitigation during a proposed extended 60-
day comment period.
If the MPCA decides that the EAW and mitigation plan are adequate, they will be re-

turned to the Pine Island City Council, which will then gather final public comments and
vote on the proposed mitigation plan.
There can be no construction on project until the MPCA and city approve of the plan.
MCEACEO Kathryn Hoffman released the following statement on the settlement:
“For too long, AI data center proposals in Minnesota have been shrouded in secrecy.

This settlement brings transparency, democracy, and proper oversight back into the
process, and provides Pine Island residents with critical information about how this pro-
posal stands to impact their community and our shared natural resources,” said Kathryn
Hoffman, CEO of the Minnesota Center for EnvironmentalAdvocacy (MCEA), the plain-
tiff in the case. “Going forward, we will continue to monitor the process and review the
information as it’s released.”
Pine Island resident Aubree Derksen, a member of the Stop the Pine Island Data Center

group also released a statement:
“My neighbors and I deserve to have a say in something that could completely transform

our community and way of life, but so far we’ve been denied that at every turn of this
process,” said Pine Island resident and Stop the Pine Island Data Center member Aubree
Derksen. “Today, we take a long overdue first step toward righting that wrong.”
Peter Fitzgerald, the senior vice president of Ryan Companies, released the following

statement:
“Ryan Companies is pleased the lawsuit has been settled. Over the last three years, Ryan

has built lasting relationships with the Pine Island community to deliver clear community
benefits alongside a project that meets and exceeds the state’s highest standards.
“The settlement confirms that previous city approvals remain valid and we welcome the

additional review by the MPCA.We believe this is a best-in-class project that has the po-
tential to become the national standard for responsible data center development. In addi-
tion to the commitments made to the community and school, the project is investing in
Minnesota’s grid with a historic clean energy investment. We are also limiting water use
with a closed loop system that protects our water resources. We are now adding enhanced
review and municipal protections with this agreement.”
Luke Hellier, the public affairs manager for Google, also released a statement on the

settlement:
“Google is pleased to reach a constructive resolution that allows Project Skyway to move

forward in Pine Island,” said Luke Hellier, Public Affairs Manager, Google. “The goal
has always been to build world-class infrastructure while serving as a responsible neighbor
and resource steward. This agreement ensures the project meets robust environmental
standards while delivering local economic benefits. Google appreciates the collaborative
work with Ryan Companies, the Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy, and the
City of Pine Island to secure a sustainable path forward.”

(continued from page 1)

business and expand from trucking to truck-
ing and repair. Cory has maintained the same
staff, adding a Receptionist/bookkeeper to
the team. Klein Trucking and repair is offer-
ing the same services with more services
being added.
Klein Trucking hauls locally and regionally.

They have flatbed trailers: hauling wood,
metal, shingles and more. Currently they
have 15 trucks on the road, and are hiring
company and owner operators.
Klein Trucking is not just trucking; they are

a full diesel repair shop, with mobile service
as well. General Diesel repair shop specializ-
ing in heavy duty truck and semis, from oil
changes, brakes, clutches, hoses, DOT in-
spections, alternators, motors: and everything
in between. The shop employs 4 full-time
employees (our shop staff has not changed,
we just added a Receptionist/bookkeeper)
and 1 part-time high school student. They
also have owner operators and company driv-
ers.
If you need it hauled or fixed, big or small,

they do it all. Klein Trucking (and Repair)
offers monthly specials, oil change punch
cards (11 diesel oil changes, get one free), we
also have gift cards available: and in Decem-
ber we are hold a month-long Open
House/watch for more details.
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Bill Hermann
Honored for

Military
Service
(continued from page 1)

Wayne and Bonnie Hermann and Debra and Gregg Erickson attended aWe HonorVet-
erans pinning program for Wayne and Debra's dad, Wilfred "Bill" Hermann of
Wanamingo.

Bill grew up in Zumbro Falls and married
Jeanne on September 5, 1952. When the
Army sent Bill to serve in Germany, Jeanne
said, “I’m going too”. The couple lived there
from 1954 to 1955 when they came back to
Minnesota and moved to Lake City. In 1959
they relocated to Wanamingo and founded
Hermann Implement, the John Deere dealer-
ship which they ran for the next 36 years.
Bill was a member of the Wanamingo Fire

Department and Lion’s Club and he and
Jeanne were active members of Trinity
Lutheran Church. Their son,Wayne (Bonnie)
was born in Germany, followed by daughters,
Debra (Gregg) Erickson and Lori (Todd) Gre-
seth when they returned to Minnesota. The
family now includes 9 grandchildren and 13

greatgrandchildren, although Jeanne passed
away in 2009.
Three members of the Red Wing American

Legion and the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon
organization, and Pam Roe, a social worker
with Mayo Hospice, joined Wayne, Bonnie,
Debra and Gregg at Bill’s apartment to pres-
ent him with a special military recognition
certificate and other gifts.
Roe began by saying, “It’s our honor to

gather today to present Bill with this certifi-
cate of appreciation from the United States
Army. It says, ‘We pay special tribute to you
for your military service to America and for
advancing the universal hope of freedom and
liberty for all.’”
An Army veteran placed a special pin with

theArmy andAmerican flags on Bill’s collar
and said, “Looks good!”
Roe continued the presentation saying,

“Thank you for your service to our nation,
thank you for the sacrifices you made, and
your willingness to serve our country. You
endured hardships and were willing to risk
your life to maintain our freedoms and on be-
half of the Mayo Clinic staff and volunteers,
the VeteransAdministration, Beyond theYel-
low Ribbon and our local legion, we want to
thank you, and please accept our sincere grat-
itude. When you see that pin, know that your

service to the nation is deeply appreciated
and we thank you.”
With each presentation, Bill responded with

a quiet, mystified but thankful, “Oh boy”. He
later made sure that the certificate was dis-
played prominently in his room for everyone
to see.
In addition to the certificate and pin, Roe

and the veterans gifted Bill some commemo-
rative coins. “This is called an honor coin,”
Roe began. “The Mayo brothers were actu-
ally service members, so our appreciation
from the Mayo Clinic goes right from the
very roots of our organization. So this is a
special coin that says, ‘Dedicated to the
American soldier by William and Charles H.
Mayo’”. A coin given by the servicemen
shows the Beyond the Yellow Ribbon logo
with all the military branches on the back, in-
cluding the Space Force. Another one says,
“Thank you for your service”.
The last gift Roe handed Bill was a red,

white and blue pillow case from the Evening
Star Quilting Guild of Red Wing. They in-
cluded a note saying they are, “honored to
present this pillow case to thank you for all
you have done to protect our freedom. Grati-
tude and appreciation have been sewn into
every stitch”.
Bill, a bit emotional, acknowledged his gifts

and visitors saying, “I appreciate you. That

was quite a time. Shooting people, I just
didn’t believe in that.” He may not have
agreed with the tactics, but he served his
country proudly.
Bill shared stories of his time in the service.

“I still remember the day my two brothers
took me down to Wabasha to get into the
Army. One thing they said was, ‘anytime
there’s an officer around, salute him.’ I
thought, ‘Well, why is he so much better?’ I
found out in a hurry!” He described the vac-
cination process for going overseas as walk-
ing through a line and taking a painful shot in
each arm, “But, I lived”.
Bill spoke of his job in the military. “I

wanted to be a mechanic, I thought that would
be good.” Then he was told, “You excelled in
math in the test that you took and we have a
better job for you … with that job, you’ll al-
ways be at least 20 miles behind where
they’re firing and you’ll always be in where
it’s warm because you’ll be in a van or some-
thing and it will be clean.” “I said, ‘I’ll take
that job!’”
Before leaving, the servicemen declared,

“We want to give you a salute”. The gesture
was returned by Bill and the group sang a
verse of My Country ‘Tis of Thee.
Roe again thanked Bill for his service and

he responded by saying, “It was good, I guess.
I came back alive. Here I am!”

COMMUNITY GROWN INSURANCE

www.vsgmi.com   

HAPPY

 From All of Us at Vasa-Spring Garden Mutual Insurance!

Goodhue 
 Agency
 209 2nd Street
 Goodhue, MN

 Phone: 651-923-5268
 Email: info@lakeshoreins.com

 Lakeshore 
 Agency

 109 South Lakeshore Drive
 Lake City, MN

 Phone: 651-345-5667
 Email: info@lakeshoreins.com

 Nelson
 Agency
 119 4th Street

 Cannon Falls, MN
 Phone: 507-263-3812

 Email: info@nelsoninsurancecf.com

 Sviggum 
 Agency
 133 Main Street

 Wanamingo, MN
 Phone: 507-824-5105

 Email: agent@svigguminsurance.com

 Kalass
 Agency
 242 Main Street
 Zumbrota, MN

 Phone: 507-732-7614
 Email: kalassagency@kalassagency.com
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Goodhue Schools

Courtesy of Goodhue Public Schools

Courtesy of Goodhue Public Schools

Courtesy of Goodhue Public Schools

Congratulations, Girls Soccer - Section Champs

Variety , this is the only 2nd time in soccer school history they’ve had 10 wins! They beat
PI/ZM haven’t done that in 8 years. Although we did have home field advantage, we got
knocked out in the 1st round. It went into double overtime and double shot outs, it was
wild! We are so proud of them and all for their hard work and dedication to this sport. A
heartfelt Thank You to our coaches Cam, Tim, Joel, & Nate! - Submitted

10 Wins!

Befort 
Salvage 
& Repair

We Accept Junk & Repairable 
 Cars, Trucks

We Also Accept Old
Farm Machinery & Scrap Metals

Repair Work & Installation 
 Available

507-843-2203 MIKE BEFORT

507-843-4500 EVENINGS

 MAZEPPA, MNAnn Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law   
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice
 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com
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Thoresons
Receive

Sesquicentennial
Farm Award

By Beth Brekke

The Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation
(MFBF) Century and Sesquicentennial Farm
Programs recognize Minnesota families who
have owned and operated their farms for at
least 100 or 150 years. To date, over 11,000
family farms have received the Century Farm
honor, while 681 have been honored with the
Sesquicentennial Farm recognition. Goodhue
County boasts the most Minnesota sesquicen-
tennial farms at 64. An online database fea-

turing all award recipients is available at
www.fbmn.org.
According to the MFBF website, Min-

nesota’s agricultural strength has endured be-
cause of the resilience and commitment of
multi-generational, family-owned farms. In
2026 the MFBF proudly honored 58 sesqui-
centennial family farms whose legacy spans
at least 150 years. James and Taryn Thore-
son’s 160 Acre farm in Roscoe Township is
one of those newly recognized properties.
The Thoresons received their award at a

recognition program on Thursday August
13th at the Goodhue County Fair in Zum-
brota. Farm Bureau member, Craig Nord
opened the program with an explanation of
the award criteria. Established in 2008, the
Sesquicentennial Farm award celebrates fam-
ily farms who have sustained continuous
ownership for at least 150 years, are 50 acres
or larger, and are currently involved in agri-

cultural production.
Honorees will receive a commemorative

certificate signed by Governor Tim Walz,
Minnesota Department of Agriculture Com-
missioner, Thom Petersen and MFBF Presi-
dent, Dan Glessing. They also receive an
outdoor sign signifying the Sesquicentennial
Farm recognition. A display inside the Min-
nesota Farm Bureau building during the 2026
Minnesota State Fair featured all Sesquicen-
tennial and Century farms.
Farm Bureau member, Tim Mack of Zum-

brota introduced the Thoreson family as
neighbors and friends. James, Taryn, and
their son, Blake took the stage and shared
some farm history beginning with James’
great-grandfather, Otto Thoreson who pur-
chased 160 acres for $38.00 per acre. He
started with dairy cows, horses and grain,
calling his property Maple Grove Stock
Farm.
James’ grandfather, Leonard “Benny”

Thoreson took over the farm in 1914. Benny

milked cows and raised pigs, chickens, and
purebred Oxford sheep in the 1930s. “We al-
ways had sheep on the farm,” said James,
whose father, Otto C. Thoreson took over the
operation in 1956.
“The farm has a strong Norwegian her-

itage,” James wrote on the award application.
“My father was the second generation born
right on the farm in the old house. He spoke
Norwegian as his first language, not learning
English until he started country school at 5 or
6 years old.” Otto continued with sheep and
dairy until 1968 when he sold the milking
herd and started raising beef cows.
When James married Taryn in 1981, they

started a partnership and sold the beef cattle.
“We went straight into sheep and expanded
that. We grow corn, soybeans, hay and oats.
In 2017 we started Thoreson Sheep Farm
LLC with our son, Blake”.
James credited Blake and his wife, Emily

and their children, Karoline and Kaleb (who
also attended the event) for always being out
helping on the farm. “I was just thinking, one
of us has gotten up every day in the morning
for the last 150 years and did chores.”
Tim Mack congratulated the family and

closed the program saying, “That’s quite an
accomplishment, not many farms stay in the
family for 150 years. Like you say, you’ve
got livestock, so someone’s gotten up in the
morning for 150 years”

Platinum Tractor Expands Business

Twenty-nine year old Nolan Diller
is the owner of a tractor sales and
equipment rental business in Rural
Goodhue County. He grew up on a
dairy farm in Missouri with eight
brothers. His dad bought and sold
equipment on the side to supplement
farm income.
Because of that, Nolan quickly

took an interest in mechanics and
agricultural equipment. He came to
the Goodhue County area because of
a job offered at local mechanic shop
and really like the area and decided to stay.
In 2022, started his own business of buying and selling tractors out of a rented farm shop

close to Mazeppa. The business slowly grew from there, and they are still full-time buy-
ing and selling tractors under the business name Platinum Tractor LLC.
In October 2024, he married to Michelle and in 2026 They had their first little son,

Kaden. They were able to purchase their property and shop here in October 2025. This
enables him to work right beside his home while they raise a family!
Platinum Tractor LLC ships tractors as far as California, Pennsylvania, Texas, and

everywhere in between. They even shipped one piece of equipment to the country of
Egypt. Tractor sales were slow in 2024 so in 2025 he launched a sideline business named
Diamond Rental LLC. Both businesses are run out of the same shop. This has proved to
be a very successful decision and he is enjoying connecting with and serving the local
community.
Nolan mostly work by himself, but recently hired a young man who is working part-

time. His name is Gareth. The rental equipment consists of a broad range of common
equipment. Mini excavators, track, skid loaders, Scissor Lifts, towable boom lifts, stump
grinder, mini skid loaders, a full row of attachments for skid loaders, including trenchers
and Post hole augers, trailers, and more. They are continually adding equipment as cus-
tomers ask for items.
The website for the Tractor sales is platinumtractor.com. They are planning to launch

a website in 2027 for the Rental business under diamondrentalmn.com. The rates for
manlifts range from $200-$300 a day depending what size you rent and skid loaders
range from $220-$350 per day depend depending on the size. Nolan sums up his business
motto stating, “ I believe that God has blessed us very much over the years and I want to
extend that blessing to our local community by offering equipment at reasonable prices
for years to come! My business motto is ‘serving God by serving others’.”

The Thoreson family of Zumbrota received the Minnesota Farm Bureau Federation
Sesquicentennial Farm Award during the Goodhue County Fair. (L-R) James, Taryn,
Karoline (4), Blake, Emily and Kaleb (2) Thoreson
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38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue, MN  •  651-923-4441

www.lodermeiers.net

 here’s no better time to say

 Thank You
 and wish you

 Happy Thanksgiving
 From All of Us at

 T

HHaappppyyHappy

We appreciate your business,
 and we wish you the very best

 this season and all year.
HHaappppyy TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg!!Happy Thanksgiving!

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and the “A Grinnell Mutual Member” mark are property of Grinnell Mutual Reinsur ance Company.
 ©Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.

Jerry Tipcke
 and Brandon Haidar

 www.Vothinsurance.com
109 N Broadway

 Goodhue, MN 55027
 Phone: 651-923-4048

agent@vothinsurance.com

HHaappppyyHappy

Is Your Diesel Truck
 Ready for Winter?

 Don’t get stranded,
 let  KLEIN TRUCKING (and REPAIR)

 keep you on the road!

 Call today OR 
 stop at our shop 

 to make an 
 appointment.

 507-843-8789

 WINTER PREP PACKAGE  $100 00

 • Test Coolant - Fill as needed
 • Treat Fuel with Anti-Gel
 • Inspect Air Dryer
 • Drain Air Tanks

828 Chestnut St. NE Mazeppa

• Fill Washer Fluid/Inspect Blades -
 Replace as needed

 • Inspect Glad Hand Seals -
 Replace as needed

 • Load Test Batteries/Clean Terminals

WINTER PREP
 PREMIUM PACKAGE  $250 00

 • ALL of the Above Items  PLUS Full Service & Inspection

 Plus Parts

 Plus Parts
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TRUSTED . LOCAL . EXPERTS .

1359 BLUFF ST, DUNDAS, MN 55019
 BC807868

507-200-1545
 probuiltmn.com info@probuiltmn.com

ONE CALL.  ONE COORDINATED TEAM.
 ONE GOAL: RESTORING YOUR PROPERTY AND YOUR PEACE OF MIND.

507-460-5932  24/7 Emergency Response
 SMByAyotte.com info@smbyayotte.com

WHEN THE UNEXPECTED HAPPENS,
 ONE TEAM HAS YOU COVERED.

That’s why ServiceMaster by Ayotte and ProBuilt Construction LLC work together.
 PROUDLY SERVING GOODHUE, DODGE, RICE, DAKOTA, OLMSTED, STEELE AND WABASHA COUNTIES

 450 ARMSTRONG ROAD
 NORTHFIELD, MN 55057

 From emergency cleanup to complete reconstruction.
 A fire. A burst pipe. Storm damage. Mold.

 When your home or business is damaged, you don’t need the stress
 of coordinating multiple contractors.

 GUIDING YOU
 FROM CRISIS TO 

 RESOLUTION

ServiceMaster by Ayotte
 provides immediate emergency

 mitigation services:
Water Extraction & Drying
 Fire & Smoke Cleanup
 Mold Remediation
 Contents Cleaning & Restoration

Once your property is ready,
 ProBuilt Construction restores

 what was damaged:
COMMERCIAL
& RESIDENTIAL
REBUILDING

Roofing & Siding
 Windows & Doors
 Interior Reconstruction
 Decks & Exterior Repairs
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4-H

State Horse
and

Dog Shows
Results

Submitted by Aly Kloeckner and
Amanda Gebhart,

Goodhue County 4-H Extension
Educators

State Horse Show Results
Congratulations to our horse participants

who competed at the State Horse Show Sep-
tember 18th-21st. Charli Gjemse (Zumbrota)
competed in Barrels, Jumping Figure 8 and
Key Race. Jaeda Johnson (Cannon Falls)
competed in Hunt Seat Pleasure, Hunt Seat
Equitation, Western Showmanship and West-
ern Pleasure. Audrina Meyer (Lake City)
competed in Hunt Seat Pleasure, Hunt Seat
Equitation, Western Showmanship, Trail,
Western Pleasure andWestern Horsemanship.
Tenley Lexvold (Zumbrota) participated in
Horseless Horse and the Horse Training Proj-
ect. Kinsley Ronningen (Rochester) competed
in Hunt Seat Pleasure, Hunt Seat Equitation,
Western Showmanship,Western Pleasure and
Western Horsemanship. Carlee Vath (Zum-
brota) participated in Ranch Pleasure, Poles,
Barrels, Jumping Figure 8 and Key Race.
What a great effort ladies!

State Dog Show Results
Every September, 4-H'ers and their dogs

compete in agility, obedience, showmanship
and rally. This two-day event takes place at
the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. This year
the dog show took place on September 26th
and 27th 2026. Goodhue County had 5 youth
representatives at the event this year! Youth
trained with their dogs all summer and earned
their advancement at the Goodhue County
Dog Show held at the Cannon Valley Fair-
grounds in July. Adelaide Anderson (Cannon
Falls) competed inAgility and Jumpers, earn-
ing a Champion in Agility. Amelia Kispert
(Kenyon) competed in Jumpers,Agility, Obe-
dience, Rally and Showmanship, earning a
Champion in Agility, Rally and Showman-
ship. Cody Roschen (Red Wing) participated
in Showmanship.WillowWhalen (RedWing)
participated in Agility, Jumpers, Obedience

and Rally. Lilith White (Red Wing) partici-
pated in Rally. Congratulations to these youth
on their accomplishments!

Jaeda Johnson

Amelia Kispert

Kinsley Ronningen

Cody Roschen

Lilith White

Specializing in Unique Jewelry,
Clocks & Custom Trophies

 TATGE JEWELRY
 Celebrating  50 Years of Business in 2025

625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN 55946  •  (507) 789-6522 or 1-800-58-TATGE  •   tatgejewelry.com

Local Convenience    Hometown Service    Small Town Savings
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4-H

Goodhue County
4-H Members
Participate in

State Shooting
Sports & Wildlife

Invitational
Submitted by Aly Kloeckner and

Amanda Gebhart,
Goodhue County 4-H Extension

Educators

Abby Reed Reese

Rilynn Karsten and Patrick Campfire cooking

Goodhue County 4-H Members Participate
in State Shooting Sports & Wildlife Invita-
tional.
The Minnesota 4-H State Shooting Sports &

Wildlife Invitational was held in Alexandria
September 11-13, 2026. 734 youth from 58
counties participated in the following events
with 1,971 entries:

Archery
3-D Archery
BB gun

Standard Air Rifle
3 Position Air Rifle

Air Pistol
.22 Rifle

Muzzleloading
Trap

Silhouette
Wildlife Calling

Skillathon
Cast Iron Cooking

Youth had the opportunity to showcase the
skills they learned throughout the past year,
having spent a minimum of 15 hours working
with a trained instructor in their discipline of
interest and 8 hours of wildlife education.
Each county also planned and implemented a
conservation project at the local level. These
projects were brought to the event and judged
as a group.
The Minnesota 4-H Shooting Sports &

Wildlife Program began in the 1980s and has
grown to more than 5,000 youth members and
over 1,000 adult leaders. Adults can become
certified discipline instructors by attending a
weekend workshop and instructing youth in
their local community.
This year Goodhue County had 20 youth at-

tend. Participants included:

Haley Betcher - Zumbrota Busy Bees
Amalia Dicke - Spring Garden Jolly Juniors
Malory Dicke - Spring Garden Jolly Juniors
Weston Dicke - Spring Garden Jolly Juniors
Sawyer Gesme - Spring Garden Jolly Juniors

Amber Hackert - Goodhue Gesundheits
Caleb Hackert - Goodhue Gesundheits
Natalie Hackert - Goodhue Gesundheits
Reed Holz - Spring Garden Jolly Juniors
Reese Holz - Spring Garden Jolly Juniors

Lucas Poylio - Burnside Pluckies
Karsten Romfo - Goodhue Gesundheits
Callie Schmidt - Burnside Pluckies
Rilynn Smith - Burnside Pluckies
Blake Stark - Spring Garden Jolly Juniors
Charlie Thoms - Goodhue Gesundheits
Etta Thoms - Goodhue Gesundheits
Patrick Thoms - Goodhue Gesundheits
Abigail Tipton - Belle Creek Peppy Peppers
Colton Winsor - Spring Garden Jolly Juniors

Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law   
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice
 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Minute Man Sales
 “We Stand Behind Our Guns”

 507-951-7417
 All sales transferred through NICS background check.

.22LR, 380 auto & 9mm models
 Glock 44 ...................$400 Browning 1911-380 .......$700
Glock 28 ...................$450 Glock 34.......................$600
Walther PK380 .........$400 Taurus Judge ................$400
Taurus 94 .................$400 Taurus SSA revolver .....$400

More models not listed.

Each gun saleincludes:Basic Handgun SafetyCourse & Five BoxesAmmo!

HANDGUN LIQUIDATION SALE

Place Your Ad in the
Next Issue of
The Messenger

Keeping your name in front of your
potential customers is an

essential part of marketing your
business in todays competitive market.

For Advertising Information,
Contact Journey Parsons at (507) 384-1521

Terry Campbell at (507) 951-7417
Office: (507) 649-3327

Email: hometownmessenger@gmail.com
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Rural Routes

Farm Girl Chatter
Fall Harvest:
The Season

of
Thankfulness

By McKell Lemmerman

The month of
gratitude, the
beauty of the
changing seasons,
and the reminder to
appreciate the little
things in life.

The time when
slowing down
doesn’t mean just
sitting back and re-
laxing but recog-
nizing the

equipment on the roads. To take your time
when you get “stuck” behind them and can’t
hurry around. Remember that is someone's
loved one driving that machinery.
There is something special about being in a

combine when it works its way through a
field at sunset. The corn stands tall before it,
and behind it lies a clean path of harvested
rows. Dust hangs in the air, catching the last
golden rays of sunlight. The tractor pulling
the grain cart follows close behind, ready to
catch every bushel before the combine tank
fills. It is like a coordinated dance with per-

dark. It is bringing a meal or a nice cold bev-
erage to someone who has been working
since sunrise. It is appreciating a good crop,
a dependable machine, a helping hand, or an-

fect timing, trust, and with every person
knowing their part.
Harvest does not always follow a conven-

ient schedule. Sometimes supper is brought
to the field, sometimes sleep gets pushed
back, and sometimes the only time to rest is
when the machinery needs fixing or Mother
Nature starts the sprinkler system.
I find myself looking toward the fields. The

bright lights of tractors and combines shine
across the dark countryside like a football sta-
dium in the middle of nowhere.
Maybe this is what thankfulness looks like

in the farming world. It is not always sitting
quietly with a list of things to be grateful for.
It is standing along a gravel road, watching
the lights move through a field long after

other beautiful sunset at the end of a long day.
It is simply remembering the people behind

it all.
Thank you, farmers!

Corn Drive is Complete

We are proud of our members for their work collecting corn donations to support Good-
hue FFA and True Friends Camp Courage!
A HUGE thank you to our local farmers and community for their incredible generosity

and continued support.
We are beyond grateful to be part of such an amazing community!

Courtesy of Goodhue FFA
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Changes in Latitudes,
Changes in Attitudes
Caterpillars,
Cables and

Days Gone By

By Terry Campbell
This column is written by Messenger editor
and Minnesota native Terry Campbell.
Here he relates his adventures and

recollections including relocating to the
state of Tennessee after he turned

sixty years old.

By RosaLin Alcoser

AMinnesotan:
Deer Season

deer I’ve never hunted.
Although I did get an eight point buck

back in the Fall of 2019 when it ran in front
of my Subaru.
I was driving home in rural Minnesota

late at night when I had just turned onto the
road from the main county highway when
I saw the car in the other lane flash their
headlights at me. Which made me wonder
if my high beams were on, they were not.
What they were trying to warn me about
was that they had seen the doe run across
the road and a buck was likely behind it.
Thankfully I was going under 40 miles

per hour— so I came out of this fine— be-
cause all of a sudden a 300 lbs monster of
a buck was smashing in the front end of my
car. It was the end of both the buck and of
my Subaru.
That deer was made into jerked after-

wards and I was told he was not delicious.
So while I have never and probably will

never actually hunt I have gotten a deer.
And quite an impressive one at that.

Growing up in rural Minnesota fall al-
ways brought around many a man’s fa-
vorite time of the year. Hunting season.
November usually brought around my

lest favorite time of the year as a child.
Firearm season. Which was my least fa-
vorite because my mother would keep us
inside for nearly an entire month because
of it. As an adult who’s handled a firearm
I get it, as a child I understood the why of
it all but I didn’t like it.
Now I have never actually hunted. How-

ever, as a teenager and young adult I did
participate in part of hunting season.
Mainly because grandpa used me as a
spare deer and turkey scout at times or on
occasion took me to follow a blood trail
during bow season. Outside of that and the
rare occurrence of helping of cleaning a

As I was digging a plot of land this spring
for planting, I turned up a large heavy-duty
cable looped and both ends. It was about six
feet long, made from ½” steel wire rope and
had two clamps on each end with a metal
thimble protecting the loop. It was quite rusty
but I had no doubt what it was for. I remem-
bered it even thought it had been buried for
over sixty years. That is one of the advantages
of still living on the farm one was born on.
The mere sight of an item can rekindle a

memory long thought forgotten. And this
cable was a connecting link to times in the
early 1960’s.

It was a cable that my dad made for
pulling things with his Caterpillar. I still have
the heavy duty vise my dad used to secure
the clamps to the cable when it was made in
his shop. It probably slipped off the dozer
when he was operating it. And laid in the soil
until I unearthed it sixty years later.
As a kid I lived and breathed anything that

took place on the farm. Equipment held a sa-
cred place in my mind. It was the backbone
of the farm. Enabled a mere man to perform
tasks impossible to a human on their own.
That was the D2 Caterpillar. Amarvel of ma-
chinery in my mind. My young mind ab-
sorbed all the information my dad related to
me about the attributes of this wonderful
crawler. I can still feel what that black seat
felt like and see the steering levers and hear
the pony motor fire to life when he pulled the
rope which had to be wound around the en-
gine pully.
The Caterpillar D2 was built from 1938

until 1957. It was the smallest tracked tractor
the company built. A 33 horsepower, four-
cylinder diesel engine, with five forward
speeds and one reverse gear. It had a gasoline
pony motor to start it. Weighing in at 8,000
pounds with 12” wide tracks it could outpull
a tractor. Many of these were sold for farm-
ing applications and my dad used it to pull a
three bottom molboard plow.
He also had a blade mounted on the dozer

and used it to move lots of dirt around the
farm. There is still an earthen dam he built to
catch runoff from the barnyard. It has long
since filled in with silt but I recall who built

it every time I see the square plateau that did
what the designer built it for many years ago.
He widened out the cartway which gave us
access down the limestone bluff at the back-
side of the farm.
My neighbor told me one time that he was

helping his dad take down a silo by their barn
on a Sunday morning. A common way of re-
moving a concrete stave silo is to break out
the staves at the bottom of the silo on the side
you want it to fall. When enough staves are

gone it should fall in that direction. In their
case it fell in the wrong way and blocked the
entrance of the barn so the dairy cows
couldn’t get back in. He was only fifteen years
old but he had worked for my dad and grand-
father, and knew how to run the dozer. My
dad was gone that day, and over the protesta-
tion of his father, he started the Caterpillar and
brought it over to move the concrete debris
away from the barn and save the day.

From all of us at the Goodhue-Bellechester Messenger,
best wishes for a beautiful Thanksgiving!

We appreciate your readership and support.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

For advertising information,
call  Journey Parsons at 507-384-1521, e-mail: journeymainstreet@gmail.com,

 Terry Campbell at 507-951-7417, e-mail: terrycampbell57@gmail.com,
Office at 507-649-3327, e-mail: hometownmessenger@gmail.com

P.O. Box 125, Dennison, MN 55018
www.goodhuemn.com
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Health &Wellness

IItt’’ss YYoouurr LLiiffee......IItt’’ss YYoouurr LLiiffee......It’s Your Life...
LLiivvee IItt IInn HHeeaalltthh!!LLiivvee IItt IInn HHeeaalltthh!!Live It In Health!

SShhaauunnaa BBuurrsshheemm,, DD..CC..Shauna Burshem, D.C.

 404 N. Broadway St.
 Goodhue, MN

 Hours:
 Monday and Wednesday

 8:00am-Noon and 2:30-6:30pm
 Thursday 8:00am-Noon

 www.goodhuefamilychiro.com

 (651) 923-5717

GGooooddhhuuee FFaammiillyyGGooooddhhuuee FFaammiillyyGoodhue Family
CChhiirroopprraaccttiiccCChhiirroopprraaccttiiccChiropractic

By Shauna Burshem, D.C.

Why Our
Forefathers
Were Much
Healthier

For most of human history, people didn't
have to think much about staying healthy.
Good health was simply a byproduct of how
they lived. Our ancestors ate nutrient-dense
whole foods, moved their bodies all day long,
and lived in step with the natural world
around them. There were no calorie counters,
step trackers, or shelves of supplements, be-
cause their surroundings gave their bodies
what they needed. Today, many of us struggle
with low energy, sluggish metabolism, and
chronic conditions like diabetes, heart disease,
and obesity, even with more health informa-
tion at our fingertips than ever before. Look-
ing back at how past generations lived can
give us a practical roadmap for feeling better
now.
Traditional diets looked very different from

what fills most grocery carts today. Families
valued the whole animal, not just lean cuts
like chicken breasts or tenderloins. Organ
meats were common in cookbooks from the
1700s through the early 1900s, and bones
were simmered into broths rich in collagen
and amino acids that support the gut, joints,
and skin. Saturated fats from butter and ani-
mal sources were welcomed rather than
feared, and some researchers now question
the mid-century push to replace them with
seed oils. Carbohydrates were part of the pic-
ture too, but they came from root vegetables,
seasonal fruits, and whole grains that were
soaked or fermented for easier digestion. Veg-
etables were usually roasted, steamed, or
stewed, and meals followed a simple rhythm
of three nourishing plates a day, all made from
scratch. Industrialization changed that, bring-
ing refined sugars, seed oils, and packaged
convenience foods that are high in calories but
low in real nutrition.
Movement was also built into everyday life.

Farming, construction, and manufacturing de-
manded hours of physical effort, and that
steady activity helped keep metabolism hum-
ming. Research shows thatAmericans' resting
metabolic rate has dropped about 6% since
1820, and the energy demands of the average
job have fallen by roughly 25% since 1870.
Desk jobs and labor-saving devices have
shifted us toward long hours of sitting, which
takes a toll on metabolic health, posture, and

mobility. We've also lost much of our time
outdoors, which once helped people make
plenty of vitamin D and gave the immune
system a boost. Studies link time in green
spaces to lower inflammation and stronger
immune activity.
Our ancestors also lived without the steady

stream of synthetic chemicals we face today.
Their food wasn't sprayed with modern pes-
ticides, their water didn't carry microplastics
or pharmaceutical residues, and their homes
weren't filled with plastics and chemical-
laden products. Today, compounds like BPA,
phthalates, and PFAS are nearly impossible
to avoid, and they have been linked to meta-
bolic, reproductive, and developmental con-
cerns. Some researchers also raise questions
about certain food additives, noting that ex-
cess iron from fortified processed foods may
contribute to iron overload and that high flu-
oride exposure has been studied for possible
effects on the thyroid and nervous system.
Cutting back on unnecessary toxins where
you can is a simple, meaningful step toward
lightening your body's load.
Finally, sleep once followed the sun. Morn-

ing daylight helped people wake up naturally,
and as evening fell, warm firelight and can-
dlelight let melatonin rise so the body could
rest and repair. Full-spectrum sunlight, in-
cluding near-infrared light, also supported
healthy mitochondria, the tiny energy pro-
ducers inside your cells. Now, blue light from
screens and bright indoor lighting keeps us
wired late into the night, throwing off our in-
ternal clocks and hormone balance. Some re-
search suggests that constant exposure to
electromagnetic fields from phones and Wi-
Fi may also interfere with deep sleep. The
goal isn't to live in the past. It's to borrow
these time-tested habits, like getting morning
sunlight, eating real food, moving more, and
winding down when it gets dark, so you and
your family can rebuild the energy and re-
silience that used to be normal.
Microplastics showing up in birds lungs!

Microplastics are tiny bits of plastic smaller
than 5 millimeters, and they really are every-
where. They're in the water we drink, the
food we eat and the air we breathe. Because
they're so small, they can slip past the body's
natural defenses and settle into our tissues,
including our lungs. A 2025 study made this
crystal clear. Researchers examined the lungs
of 56 birds from 51 different species and
found plastic particles in every single sample,
averaging about 221 particles per species.

Birds are often an early warning sign for
problems in our environment, so these find-
ings strongly suggest that we're breathing in
the same contamination. In fact, earlier re-
search has already found microplastics in
human lung tissue, including particles from
common plastics like polypropylene and
PET, the material used in many drink bottles.
What concerns me most is what happens

once these particles get inside us. Microplas-
tics and the chemicals they carry have been
linked to hormone disruption, which can af-
fect metabolism, fertility, mood and thyroid
function. Your immune system also treats
these particles as invaders, which can lead to
chronic inflammation. They've been tied to
oxidative stress, which damages cells and
drains energy, and to gut damage that weak-
ens digestion and immune balance. Even
more troubling, the smallest particles, called
nanoplastics, have been shown to cross the
placenta and the blood-brain barrier. That
means they can reach a developing baby and

the brain itself. If you're pregnant, trying to
conceive or raising little ones, this is worth
paying close attention to. The good news is
that a few simple changes at home can make
a real difference over time. Start by switching
to reusable cloth or canvas bags instead of
plastic ones. Store your food in glass or stain-
less steel containers, especially anything you
plan to heat. Cut back on single-use plastics
like straws, plastic cutlery and disposable
water bottles. When it's time to replace things
around the house, choose natural materials
like wood, bamboo, cotton, wool or ceramic.
Finally, improve your indoor air by opening
windows, dusting and vacuuming often, and
running an air purifier with a HEPA filter.
You don't have to do it all at once. Every
small step helps lower your plastic load and
supports a healthier body for you and your
family.
*Information and opinions expressed in this article are

those of the author and may not reflect those of The Mes-
senger.

By Noel Aldrich, PhD, CNS
Licensed Nutritionist

Stretching
Your Grocery

Budget

As we move into the winter months here
in Minnesota, we prepare for colder days
and winter storms by stocking our shelves
and cupboards. But food costs are rising
and budgets are getting tighter, so we need
to give priority to the foods that are essen-
tial for sustaining health. Higher gasoline
prices also affect the budget and may mean
fewer trips to the grocery store. Many rural
food pantries across southern Minnesota
have reduced access or closed entirely as
their resources have been restricted.
Beginning in November, colds and flu in-

crease steadily across the country. This
yearly cycle has become so routine that
many people expect to get sick and treat it
as unavoidable. But each of us also has a
remarkable immune system, the built-in
defense process that keeps us alive by con-
stantly guarding against germs and in-
vaders.We should understand how it works
and how to support it.
White blood cells are the “troops” on the

front line of your immune system. Just as
the military has different branches, there
are many types of white blood cells, and
each has a specific job. And like our serv-
ice members, these cells need food to keep
doing their jobs well. When key nutrients

run short, the cells can’t perform at their
best. To keep your front line”troops” in top
condition this winter, make sure they are
getting what they need.

Three nutrients to prioritize
Vitamin C helps white blood cells elimi-

nate bacteria and germs, and it is one of the
least expensive vitamins on the market.
Good food sources include bell peppers,
broccoli, kiwi, whole oranges, and straw-
berries. I recommend whole oranges over
orange juice because of the juice’s high
sugar content.
Vitamin D is a fat-soluble vitamin essen-

tial for balanced cell activity. It can enter
the nucleus of a cell and help turn impor-
tant processes on and off. Food sources in-
clude cod liver oil, goose liver, salmon,
sardines, and whole eggs. I prefer these
whole foods to fortified products. Vitamin
D is especially important for Minnesotans
during the winter months with limited sun-
shine. You can find more resources at
www.grassrootshealth.net.
Zinc is an essential mineral for a strong

immune system, and it is also needed to
build the proteins that fight bacteria. The
best food sources are beef, lamb, lentils,
pepitas (pumpkin seeds), and cashews. If
you don’t eat these foods regularly, a 15 mg
zinc tablet per day is another option.

Go easy on the sweets
Sugar is known as an energy source, but

it doesn’t help immune cells get more work
done. A 1973 study observed that white
blood cells exposed to glucose slowed
down and stayed sluggish for up to five
hours. As you move into the holiday sea-
son, pay attention to how often you are
having treats and how your body responds.
A glass of water will do more for your im-
mune system than another candy.
You only get one body in this lifetime.

Make sure you take good care of it and do
not wear it out sooner than necessary.
As a nutrition specialist, I can help you

learn how to strengthen your immune sys-
tem using the whole foods and vitamins
your body needs. Finding the resources for
true health can be located right in your
local grocery store.

(continued on page 19)
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Stretching Your Grocery Budget

Goodhue City Council Meeting Minutes
City Hall ~ September 23, 2026 ~ 6:00
p.m.
Members Present: Mayor Chris Schmit,

Council Members Michael Brunkhorst, Katie
Kurtti, Jeannine Nagel, Eric Brandt
Members Absent: None
Others Present: Lisa Redepenning, City

Administrator, Lori Luhman, Administrative
Assistant/City Clerk, Jesse Luhman, Deputy
Markegard #130 - GCSO, Rebekah Luhman,
Brynn Frederick and Nora Frederick of the
Goodhue Gesundheits 4-H Club
Remote: None

Call to Order
Mayor Schmit called the meeting to order at

6:00 p.m.
Approve or amend Agenda

An addition of Resolution 26-15Approving
the 2027 Preliminary Levy was added to the
end of the agenda.
Motion to approve amended agenda made

by Brunkhorst, seconded by Brandt, motion
carried 5-0-0.

Approval of Consent Agenda
• Motion to approve the bills (Check

#040890-040899 totaling $4,772.05)
• Motion to approve the September 9, 2026,

City Council Work Meeting Minutes
• Approval of $0 utility threshold amount
Members of the local Goodhue Gesundheits

4-H club presented a proposal to create and
maintain a pollinator garden or flower path at

Cranson Park. Ideas the club has include
planting perennial plants with assistance
from
•Approval of newmeeting dates in Novem-

ber and December (November 18 and De-
cember 16)
• Approval of the Garbage contract with

LRS
• Approval of CIP Proposal from ISG
• Approval of 2027 Preliminary Levy at

10%
Motion to approve the consent agenda

made by Nagel, seconded by Brunkhorst,
motion carried 5-0-0.

Old Business
Update on Manor Emergency

Shelter/Plan
The Council reviewed their requested email

communication correspondence concerning
the emergency shelter plan for residents at
the mobile home park. Council was pleased
with staff due diligence. After staff met with
the County Emergency Manager, it was con-
firmed that the county does not have enforce-
ment authority for this matter, while the city’s
role is to review and approve it. No updated
plan or response has been received from the
property owners or their attorney. Council
agreed to continue documenting its efforts
and to review any proposal received.

New Business
Goodhue Gesundheits 4-H Club-

Pollination Garden/Path at Cranson

Park Inquiry
A member connected to a nursery. Mem-

bers are still determining the garden’s loca-
tion, design, maintenance and watering
responsibilities. Council strongly supported
the project and suggested contacting Prairie
Restoration, MN DNR, nurseries and other
potential donors. Public Works may be able
to assist with woodchips. Mayor Schmit en-
couraged them to keep the council informed
of their progress.

Choose Canvassing meeting date
between November 9th and

November 13th
A Canvassing meeting must be scheduled

within 10 days of the election. Amotion was
made by Brandt to approved November 10
at 6:00 p.m. for the post-election canvassing
meeting, seconded by Brunkhorst, motion
carried 5-0-0.

Request for approval of Goodhue
Jaycee’s Application for Temporary
Liquor License on December 5, 2026.
An application was received from the

Jaycee’s for a temporary liquor license for
December 5th. Staff confirmed serving time
was 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and are serving
German beer and wine as in previous years.
Amotion was made by Nagel, to approve the
Jaycee’s temporary liquor license for De-
cember 5th, seconded by Brandt, motion car-
ried 5-0-0.

Resolution 26-15 Approving the
2027 Preliminary Levy

Amotion was made by Brandt, to approve
Resolution 26-15 approving the 2027 Pre-
liminary Levy, seconded by Kurtti, motion
carried 5-0-0.

Committee Updates
Gas committee did not have a September

meeting and October meeting may be held
on the 12th due to member availability.

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:25

p.m. made by Council Member Brandt, sec-
onded by Kurtti, motion carried 5-0-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Lori Luhman, Administrative Assistant/
City Clerk

***

Goodhue City Council Work Meeting
Minutes
City Hall ~ October 14, 2026 ~ 6:00 p.m.
Members Present: Mayor Chris Schmit,

Council Members Michael Brunkhorst,
Katie Kurtti, Jeannine Nagel, and Eric
Brandt
Members Absent: None
Others Present: Lisa Redepenning, City

Administrator, Lori Luhman,Administrative
Assistant/City Clerk, Jason Mandelkow,
Public Works Director,
Remote: None

Call to Order
Mayor Schmit called the meeting to order

at 6:00 p.m.
Approve or amend Agenda

No additions to the Agenda. Mayor asked
to change order of items by switching GCSO
Use of City Hall with theWater Bill Refund.
Motion to approve amended agenda, made
by Brunkhorst, seconded by Kurtti, motion
carried 5-0-0.

Approval of Minutes
Motion to approve the September 23, 2026,

council meeting minutes made by Brandt sec-
onded by Brunkhorst, motion carried 5-0-0.

Approval of Bills
Amotion was made to approve the bills by

Nagel, seconded by Brunkhorst, motion car-
ried 5-0-0.

Old Business
2027 Preliminary Budget

Council continues to review the preliminary
2027 budget. Mayor announced that the Gas
Commission approved that they would pay
50% of the gas for the pool heat next year.
Council member Brandt asked for the Gas
Commission quarterly budget report. He also
stated that the commission’s quarterly report
needs to be filed with the City Clerk as stated
in the Commission’s bylaws. Kurtti asked that
the bylaws for the Gas Commission be avail-
able for them to review at the next meeting.
Mayor Schmit will get the bylaws for the
members to review.
Council member Nagel asked why the pay-

roll amount was so much less this year than
last year. Administrator Redepenning ex-
plained that the original coding for PERA,
FICA, and Federal and State withholding that
was deducted for employee and employer,
was all going under employer expense inflat-
ing the salary totals. The amounts have now
been separated correctly.
Health insurance and PFML figures were

updated using confirmed rates. Safety train-
ing expenses were placed in the operating
technology/training account because the ex-
penditure was not originally budgeted.
Council considered whether snow-removal

funding should increase because fuel and con-
tractor bids may rise.
Staff believed the $15,000 allocation was

reasonable, with some material potentially
purchased this year and carried into the next
budget remaining open for revisions before
final adoption in December.
The levy increase of 10% would be esti-

mated excess of $53,038.Alternatives include
$26,265 for a 5% levy increase and $15,956
with a 3% increase and about $493 with no
levy increase. Members noted that existing
debt makes a zero-percent increase impracti-
cal.
Update on Manor Emergency Shelter/Plan
No follow up was received.

New Business
GCSO Use of City Hall

Mayor Schmit met with the Sheriff’s office
since the last meeting. He gave a recap of past
events to new members. The Council dis-
cussed restoring Goodhue County Sheriff’s
Office workspace in City Hall, including ac-
cess to an office, restroom, and garage space
as needed. Past concerns involved cleanliness
and use of shared space. Council supported
moving forward with clear expectations, pro-
tecting confidential city records, and allowing
winter vehicle access to the garage. Staff will
redesign the copy-room/counter area to create
an office space with a target of January 1,
2027. Item will be placed on consent agenda
for approval at the next meeting.

2027 Fee Schedule
The 2027 fee schedule was deferred until

next month, with a possible commercial
sewer rate to be considered.
OutdoorWarning Siren Maintenance
The city will investigate maintenance or in-

spection options for its outdoor warning siren,

(continued from page 18)
Contact me to discuss your health goals for the coming year. A free Strategy Call is

available for you to ask your questions and begin to get some answers. Nutrition is de-
signed for healing. Contact me at nutritionproportion@gmail.com, or check out my website
at www.nutritionproportion.net
*Information and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and may not reflect those of The Mes-

senger.

(continued on page 20)www.mybobcountry.com
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YES!
 I would like a volunteer subscription to the Goodhue-Bellechester Messenger

 Includes Online Access. Email Address Required for Online Access.

Please enclose a $34.00 or $39.00 check payable to Goodhue-Bellechester Messenger.
 Mail this form to:  Goodhue-Bellechester Messenger Business & Subscription Office PO Box 125, Dennis on, MN 55018.
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City/State/Zip 
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Email 

$34.00 (in 55027 Zip Code Area) $39.00 (Outside of 55027 Zip Code Area)

Local Government
City of Goodhue - Call for Quotes

Snow Removal

The City Council of Goodhue, MN will receive sealed quotes at the City Clerk’s Office
prior to 4:00 p.m. December 2, 2026. The following equipment for snow removal to be
used from December 2, 2026, to December 2, 2027, is listed below. The quote shall spec-
ify the cost per hour, and the type and capacity of the equipment to be with the operator
supplied for the following aspects of snow removal from the City of Goodhue.

Blower/Loader for snow removal.
Motor grader or dump struck with front plow & wing attachment-Included horsepower,
age & equipment capacity
Dump trucks for snow hauling – Include capacity
Skid steer (by the hour rent only)
All owners of equipment must submit bills within 30 days of snow removal & must have
presented all previous bills for past work to be eligible to do future city work.

All owners of equipment hired by the city shall have on file at the City Clerk’s office a
certificate of insurance covering liability of said owner and a certificate of worker’s com-
pensation insurance covering employees. The City has the right to refuse any or all quotes.

Lori Luhman, City Clerk

including costs and legal responsibilities.
Farm Lease Renewals

Farm leases were approved to renew at ex-
isting terms. The staff clarified that the farm-
land is not certified as organic and is subject
to best nitrogen-management practices. Lease
renewals will be on consent agenda for the
next meeting.

Water Bill Refund
A $799.06 water bill refund was approved,

for a malfunctioning meter/reading equip-
ment, and will be on the consent agenda for
the next meeting.

Committee Updates
Public Works Update

Snow removal bids will be advertised.
Street patching is expected to continue as
weather permits. Funding came through for
replacement of galvanized service lines at 19
homes and there will be exploratory potholing
at approximately 40 locations.
Council supported seeking a used replace-

ment pickup using remaining plow-truck
funds and sale proceeds from the auctioned
dump truck. Item to be added to consent
agenda for the next meeting. The MDH is
working on the next round of funding for gal-
vanized or copper line replacement.
At 7:02 Member Nagel left the meeting.
At 7:03 Member Nagel returned to the

meeting.
Gas Commission Update

Currently there is no interest in the open po-
sition.

Administrator Update

The city received a request from a fourth-
grade teacher in Goodhue, asking to get a tour
of City Hall and someone to speak about
roles and responsibilities of elected and ap-
pointed leaders. At this time the teacher has
arranged for PamAltendorf to speak at Good-
hue school, and Eric Brandt will meet them to
tour City Hall and answer questions.
The League of Minnesota Cities let us know

that we did not have and do not qualify now
for “No Fault Sewer Backup Insurance”. This
is an insurance that pays even if it is not our
fault. The city has never had it and does not
need to have this. The consent was to leave
as is and do not get the insurance.

City Clerk Update
The $35 NSF charge caused by an incorrect

bank account number on the autopay request
form, rather than insufficient funds, will be
adjusted from customer’s account. No fees
were incurred to the city for this. Clerk Luh-
man suggests the NSF fee structure details be
addressed in future fee-schedule language.
This adjustment will also be on the consent
agenda for the next meeting.

Council Comments
None

Mayor Comments
None

Adjournment
Amotion to adjourn the meeting was made

at 7:24 p.m. by Council Member Brunkhorst,
seconded by Kurtti, motion carried 5-0-0.
Respectfully submitted,
Lori Luhman, Administrative Assistant/
City Clerk

Help Keep Our Sewer System Flowing!
By City of Goodhue
During routine sewer maintenance this summer, the City discovered an unusually high

amount of grease buildup in our sewer lines. This buildup is causing blockages, can con-
tribute to sewer backups, and making it difficult to inspect our lines with camera equip-
ment. The City has already had to clean the same line again, resulting in additional and
unexpected expenses.
Grease, fats, and cooking oils can solidify inside pipes, creating clogs that restrict waste-

water flow and lead to costly repairs.
Please help protect our sewer system by following these simple steps:
Allow grease, fats, and oils to cool and solidify in a can or jar.
Dispose of the container in your regular trash.
Never pour grease, fats, or oils down the sink or toilet.
A little effort from everyone can help prevent blockages, reduce costly maintenance,

and keep our sewer system flowing properly.
Thank you for doing your part!

Goodhue City Council Work Meeting
Minutes
(continued from page 19)



November 4, 2026 Page 21- GOODHUE-BELLECHESTER MESSENGER -

AREA DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

507-455-9260
 Mon-Tues-Wed-Thurs  11am-9pm

 Friday 11am-9pm
 Sat 3:00pm-9:00pm • Sun Closed

CELEBRATING
 25 YEARS

 OF
 FINE DINING

 AT
 208 NORTH 

 CEDAR
 IN

OWATONNA

TOREYS.NET

BOOK YOUR
 FALL & WINTER EVENTS!

 Banquet Hall,
 Seating Up to 300

 CHECK OUT OUR 
 MANY NEW

 LUNCH & DINNER 
 MENU ITEMS!

Don t Let 
 Your Hurry 
 Come Before 
 Your Hunger!

507-451-9666
 1015 W. Frontage Rd., Suite 103, Owatonna • South of Lowe’s • Dine In Only • Expires December 31, 20 26

 Hours: Monday: 11am-9pm; Tuesday: Closed; Wed.-Sun.: 11am-9pm

MENU
 OR

 BUFFET
10% OFF

DAILY SPECIALS

DRINKS • APPETIZERS • SANDWICHES
 BURGERS • SALADS • WRAPS • DESSERTS

 Closed Mon.; Tues-Thur 11am-9pm; Fri-Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11am-8pm 
 111 West Main Street, Kasson, MN

 507-634-3133

BREAKFAST,
 LUNCH, DINNER

635 2nd Street, Kenyon
 Hours:

 Mon. CLOSED; Tues.-Wed.-Thurs. 11am-8pm;
 Fri. 7am-8pm; Sat. 7am-8pm; Sun. 8am-1:30pm

 507-789-1100

BURGERS, ESPRESSO
 HOTDISH, PIZZA

 ICE CREAM
TRY OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

55%% OOFFFF55%% OOFFFF5% OFF
MMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEEMMEEAALL PPUURRCCHHAASSEEMEAL PURCHASE
EExxppiirreess DDeecceemmbbeerr 3311,, 22002266.. DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll..EExxppiirreess DDeecceemmbbeerr 3311,, 22002266.. DDooeess nnoott iinncclluuddee aallccoohhooll..Expires December 31, 2026.  Does not include alcohol.

NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr..NNoott vvaalliidd wwiitthh aannyy ootthheerr ooffffeerr..Not valid with any other offer.

wwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoommwwwwww..ppllaazzaammoorreennaa..ccoommwww.plazamorena.com

DDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMMDDIINNIINNGG RROOOOMMDINING ROOM
OOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekk 1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmmOOppeenn 77 DDaayyss aa WWeeeekk 1111::0000aamm--1100::0000ppmmOpen 7 Days a Week 11:00am-10:00pm

116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa •• 550077--441133--00881199116600 2266tthh SStt NNEE,, OOwwaattoonnnnaa •• 550077--441133--00881199160 26th St NE, Owatonna • 507-413-0819

DAILY SPECIALS!
 Noon Buffet 11am to 2pm

ORDER ONLINE!
 WWW.DODGEPLAZAMORENA.COM
 Sunday-Thursday 11:00am to 9:00pm
 Friday-Saturday 11:00am to 10:00pm

 411 W. Highway St. Dodge Center
 507-374-9555

5% OFF MEAL PURCHASE WITH THIS AD

With this ad
 Cannot be used with other offers.

CLIP & SAVE

Cahill Bistro & Bar
 Latin American Fusion

 Breakfast served weekends 9am to 2pm
 Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs.  3 to 5:30pm

 Mon.-Thurs. 10am - 9pm; Fri.-Sun. 10am - 10pm
 632 2nd street Kenyon, MN

 507-623-1001 • www.cahillbistrobar.com

5% OFF With ad Good  through December 31, 2026, 2026

112 Main Street  Wanamingo, MN 
 Bar Hours:

Mon-Thurs 11am-10pm; Fri-Sat 11am-1am
 Sun 11am-9pm
 Kitchen Hours:

Monday-Saturday 11am-9pm; Sunday 11am-7pm

HAPPY HOUR M-F 2-6PM • $4 APPETIZERS!

STARTS
WEEKENDS
AT 1:00PM

10AM-1PM

440088 WW MMaaiinn,, KKaassssoonn •• 550077--663344--77226633440088 WW MMaaiinn,, KKaassssoonn •• 550077--663344--77226633408 W Main, Kasson • 507-634-7263
MMoonnddaayy--FFrriiddaayy 66aamm--66ppmm;; SSaattuurrddaayy--SSuunnddaayy 88aamm--66ppmmMMoonnddaayy--FFrriiddaayy 66aamm--66ppmm;; SSaattuurrddaayy--SSuunnddaayy 88aamm--66ppmmMonday-Friday 6am-6pm; Saturday-Sunday 8am-6pm

CCllaassssiicc CCooffffeeee && EEsspprreessssoo •• SSppeecciiaallttyy SSooddaassCCllaassssiicc CCooffffeeee && EEsspprreessssoo •• SSppeecciiaallttyy SSooddaassClassic Coffee & Espresso • Specialty Sodas 
SSmmooootthhiieess •• SSiiggnnaattuurree DDrriinnkkssSSmmooootthhiieess •• SSiiggnnaattuurree DDrriinnkkssSmoothies • Signature Drinks

PPaassttrriieess BBaakkeedd FFrreesshh IInn HHoouusseePPaassttrriieess BBaakkeedd FFrreesshh IInn HHoouusseePastries Baked Fresh In House

Thanksgiving Buffet
 Thursday, November 26

 10:00am-2:00pm
 Adults 11-64 $30.99

 Kids 6-10 and 65 & Up $20.99
 Babies 5 & Under Free

 RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
 507-634-7400

 Scrambled Eggs, Sausage Links, Loaded Breakfast Potatoes,
 Roast Turkey, Honey Glazed Ham, Chicken Nuggets,

 Mini Corn Dogs, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Stuffing, Corn Ala King, 
 Garden Salad, Potato Salad, Coleslaw, Fruit, Pastries & Desserts

 - Beverages Not Included -

401 8th Street SE, Kasson, MN
 Closed Sundays & Mondays
 Tues-Wed-Thurs Noon-Close

 Fri & Sat 11AM-Close
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Steel, Farm Machinery,
 Car Bodies, Aluminum, 

 Copper, Batteries, 
 Appliances, E-Scrap

 55976 State Hwy. 56, West Concord
 Monday-Friday 8:00am to 4:30pm

 June-October
Open Saturdays 9:00 to 11:30am

 507-527-2408
 www.ldrecycling.com

Tatge
 Jewelry

 Awards By Tatge
 Celebrating 51 Years

 of Business
 625 2nd Street, Kenyon, MN

 (507) 789-6522

38241 County 6 Blvd, Goodhue
 651-923-4441

 Lodermeiers.net

 • Machinery Storage
 • Commercial
 • Livestock Buildings
 • Garages

SIFT  (SAVE IT
 FROM

 TRASH)

 THRIFT STORE
 26 RED WING AVE Kenyon, MN

Hours: Thur & Fri 12 to 8pm,
 Saturday 9am to 5pm

 DOUG AND MARY KLATT
 Call us today!

 507.259.2386

• Tires
 • Wheel alignments
 • Steering & suspension
 • Brake repair
 • A/C maintenance
 • Batteries

641 S Main Wanamingo
 507-824-2710

Todd Ryan
 651-764-5590

 tryan@flatwaterfutures.com
 Goodhue, MN
 Branch Office

Grain and Livestock Hedging

Mon - Fri 10am to 5pm
 Sat 10am-3pm

 Closed Sundays and major holidays
 530 2nd St. Kenyon
 507-789-5622

Shop the
 Kenyon Thrift Store
 often to enjoy our
 monthly variety of 

 discounts!

COUNTRY GOODS

 OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 9am-5:30pm; SUNDAY NOON-4pm
 4515 NW 22nd Ave, Owatonna • View/Like us on Facebook

 507-451-5661

 ACROSS FREEWAY FROM CABELA’S

 INSPIRATIONAL ITEMS
 HOME DECOR

 LAWN DECORATIONS
 UNIQUE GIFT IDEAS

Tues-Sat 11:30-5:00; Sun 12:30-5:00

 OVER 100 CHOCOLATE 
 DELICACIES HANDMADE

 IN STORE!
SWEETESTPLACE INTOWN

UNIQUE
CANDIES

* Over 40 Years Experience
 * Residential
 * Farm
 * Commercial

38 W Main Street, Dodge Center, MN
 Ph: 507-633-6355

 Email: dclandtitle@kmtel.com

Use Dodge County Land Title Company
 for your next real estate transaction

 or loan closing.

Largest Antique Store
 in Dodge County

 416 N. Mantorville Ave, Mantorville
 507-635-5554
 Facebook@

 MantorvilleSquareAntiques

Full Line of Square Tubes, 
 Channels, Angle,

 Flat & Pipes

 Shearing, Cutting and 
 Bending

 61154 190th St Dodge Center
 507-374-2524

•• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •• DDuunnddaass•• BBeelllleecchheesstteerr •• CCaassttllee RRoocckk •• CCllaarreemmoonntt •• DDeennnniissoonn •• DDooddggee CCeenntteerr •• DDuunnddaass• Bellechester • Castle Rock • Claremont • Dennison • Dodge Center • Dundas
•• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo•• GGooooddhhuuee •• HHaammppttoonn •• KKeennyyoonn •• MMaazzeeppppaa •• NNeerrssttrraanndd •• RRaannddoollpphh •• WWaannaammiinnggoo• Goodhue • Hampton • Kenyon • Mazeppa • Nerstrand • Randolph • Wanamingo

•• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss•• WWeesstt CCoonnccoorrdd •• ZZuummbbrroo FFaallllss• West Concord • Zumbro Falls

BBuussiinneessssBBuussiinneessssBusiness
LLiinnkkLLiinnkkLink

LARGEST
GIFT STORE

IN
SO. MN!

928 Chestnut St NE, Mazeppa MN 55956

 FAHNING &
ASSOCIATES LLC.

Licensed Life And Health 
 Insurance Agent

 35 West Main Street
 Dodge Center, MN 55927

 (507) 374-6342
 Life • LTCI • Employee Benefits

 Health Insurance • MNsure Certified Agency

BETH S.
 FAHNING -H ANGGL

 AGENT #46786

Ann Traxler
 Attorney

 Traxler Law
 PLLC
 traxlerlaw.com

 PRACTICE AREAS
 • Wills, Trusts, & Estates
 • Farm and Business
 Transition Planning
 • General Practice

 • Probate
 502 Huseth St. Ste. C
 Kenyon, MN 55945
 507-405-0420
 ann@traxlerlaw.com

Specializing in
 Farm Equipment Repair
 Authorized      Dealer

 DOT Inspections/Welding
 507-789-6321

502 Huseth Street, Kenyon

 Kenyon NAPA Store
 507-789-5254

Bruce Freerksen
 (507) 273-9110

 brucewithschaefferoil@gmail.com
 West Concord, MN

PLACE
 YOUR AD

 ON
 THIS PAGE

 Call Terry at
 507-951-7417

 or 
 Email:

 hometownmessenger@gmail.com

Cat Country 
 Tire LLC

 Online tire ordering is now available on our website!

 www.catcountrytire.com
 Stop in or call 651-380-8731

 for service.

Jon Harvey & Bradley Marking, Owners
 Serving Bellechester, Goodhue & Surrounding Communities

 ON-SITE OR IN-STORE
 TIRE SERVICE

 OTR/Farm/Truck/SUV/ATV

 AGRICULTURAL TRACK SALES 
 AND INSTALLATION
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SUDOKUANSWERS

We
Want
Your

News!

Got News?
Help Us Get the Word Out!

News, Photos, Events...
Email your news to:

hometownmessenger@gmail.com

THEME: HOLIDAY MOVIES
ACROSS
1. "As the World Turns" and such
6. Hundredweight, acr.
9. Notable achievement
13. Keep a threat ____ ____, or away
14. Across, in verse
15. Jiggly dessert
16. Opposite of bow
17. Sch. grp.
18. Kidman's ex
19. *HomeExchange story, with The
21. *Rudolph's father
23. *Kevin to Buzz in "Home Alone"
24. "Dickens!"
25. Quantity, acr.
28. *"Candy ____ Lane" starring Eddie Murphy
30. Opposite of anaerobe
35. Russian mountain range
37. Coxae, sing.
39. Tori, sing.
40. Goals
41. Famous Mac & Cheese manufacturer
43. One of auto pioneers
44. Letter-shaped girder
46. Home to Taj Mahal
47. A la _____, with ice cream
48. Relating to teeth
50. "My bad"
52. Eucharist vessel
53. Multicolored horse
55. NHL court
57. *Bailey of Bedford Falls
60. *Mount ____, Grinch's home
64. Supercharger
65. Ewe's mate
67. Alice Halsey on "Little House on the Prairie"
68. Ammo in a quiver, sing.
69. Knot-tying vow (2 words)
70. Sensory threshold, in psychology
71. Artist's inspiration
72. Bajillion years
73. Guns N' Roses lead guitarist

DOWN
1. "Away to the window I flew like a flash, ...
and threw up the ____"
2. "Beetle Bailey" pooch
3. Cain's brother
4. *The McCallisters' travel destination
5. Trustee
6. Printer button
7. *Harry and Marv, a.k.a. the ____ Bandits
8. Pro move
9. Shade-loving plant
10. Hamburg river
11. Winglike
12. Freight weight
15. Official work trip
20. Taken where?
22. South American tuber
24. Six-sided polygon
25. *Cousin Eddie actor
26. Human social group
27. Mandarin's headquarters
29. *Luther Krank's wife
31. Living space
32. Lowest deck
33. *Will Ferrell's famous holiday role
34. English county
36. Future J.D.'s hurdle
38. Like Bob Ross' do
42. Short-trunked ungulate
45. Bone filler
49. Yule treat
51. Type of racing boat, pl.
54. Nest for an eagle
56. Not your grandmother's mail?
57. Spiritual leader
58. Makes a mistake
59. Double reed woodwind
60. Slangy "Follow me!"
61. Cat on a shoe
62. Wraths
63. Hyperbolic tangent
64. _____ o' shanter
66. Fuss, to Shakespeare
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109 Broadway  •  PO Box 68  •  Goodhue, MN 55017

651-923-4044 Toll: 800-450-4044
 www.greatriversmutual.com   •   grm@greatriversmutual.com

IInn tthhiiss sseeaassoonn ooff ggrraattiittuuddee,, wwee wwaanntt ttoo eexxpprreessssIInn tthhiiss sseeaassoonn ooff ggrraattiittuuddee,, wwee wwaanntt ttoo eexxpprreessssIn this season of gratitude, we want to express
 oouurr hheeaarrttffeelltt tthhaannkkss ffoorr yyoouurr ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp aanndd ttrruusstt..oouurr hheeaarrttffeelltt tthhaannkkss ffoorr yyoouurr ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp aanndd ttrruusstt..our heartfelt thanks for your partnership and trust.

 WWiisshhiinngg yyoouu aa jjooyyffuull TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg aanndd aa wwoonnddeerrffuull yyeeaarr aahheeaadd..WWiisshhiinngg yyoouu aa jjooyyffuull TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg aanndd aa wwoonnddeerrffuull yyeeaarr aahheeaadd..Wishing you a joyful Thanksgiving and a wonderful year ahead.

From All of Us at
 Great Rivers Mutual 

 Insurance Co.

Community

In October, the Goodhue Lions presented the Goodhue Fire Department with a $29,000
check to start upgrading their radios.

Goodhue Lions Presents Check to
the Goodhue Fire Department g{tÇ~áz|ä|Çz

 W|ÇÇxÜ Uâyyxà
 Your Place or Ours!
 Enjoy a delicious traditional
 Thanksgiving dinner at The Fireside
 or order your dinner to go for a
 hassle-free holiday everyone will enjoy, 
 yourself included!

 Join Us for a Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner
 Buffet Thursday, November 26

 Serving 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. (Bar open Later)

 Serving Turkey or Ham, Mashed Potatoes, Stuffing, Cranberries, 
 Vegetable, and Choice of Salads

 Appetizers Available

CALL AHEAD
 & PICK UP YOUR 
 TURKEY DINNER

 TO GO!
 RESERVE YOURS

 BY SUNDAY, NOV. 22

TO MAKE RESERVATIONS OR TO ORDER 
 A TO-GO DINNER  CALL 507-645-9992

Reservations
Strongly Suggested

$24.99 per person • Kids 12 & under  $9.99, Kids 4 & under Free

 37540 Goodhue Ave., Dennison, MN 
 Hours: Wednesday & Thursday 11:00 AM-8:30 PM; 

 Friday & Saturday 11:00 AM-9:30 PM;
 Sunday 9:00 AM-8:00 PM

 Bar Open Later

SAVE ROOMFOR ONE OFMICHELLE’SHOMEMADEDESSERTS




