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Betty Jo Sydenstricker 
takes the gavel

Betty Jo Sydenstricker

By MATT PILGER
Editor 

For a second time, Betty 
Jo Sydenstricker has been 
installed as the president 
of the Heart of Missouri 
Board of Realtors.

 “The first time was back 
in the 90’s, that was when 
it was called the Audrain 
County Board of Realtors,” 
Betty Jo Sydenstricker, 
owner of Remax on the 
Move, recalled.

She was sworn in as the 
2022 president on Dec. 
15th and had previously 
served as President-Elect 
in 2021 and as Vice-Presi-
dent for the last two years. 
The Heart of Missouri 
Board of Realtors has a 
total of 240 members. Bet-
ty Jo has been in the real 
estate business since Jan. 
1984. 

“I love a challenge and 
love to see things get across 
the finish line. I also love 
to keep everybody happy. 
It’s always very rewarding 

to help people make their 
dream of home ownership 
come true!! And If you love 
what you do-then you nev-
er work a day in your life!! 
My prediction for 2023 is 
that the real estate market 
will have more normalcy. 
Hopefully mortgage rates 
and home sales will sta-
bilize. Mortgage rates are 
the main factor that drive 
home sales.”

Betty Jo says real estate 
in Audrain County has re-
mained very steady for Re-
max on the Move.

Best chances of surviving a heart attack

By MATT PILGER
Editor 

People watched in hor-
ror as 24-year-old Buffalo 
Bills safety Damar Hamlin 
suddenly collapsed after 
going into cardiac arrest in 
the game against the Cin-
cinnati Bengals on Mon-
day Night Football on Jan. 
2.

The incident has 
sparked many conversa-
tions around the commu-
nity. Questions are being 
asked. How did this hap-
pen to such a young man 
in such great shape? What 
can be done to help some-
one having a heart attack? 
The first thing is to recog-
nize the signs.

“Chest pain or pressure, 
shortness of breath, arm 
pain, skin changing color, 
are some of the signs,” said 
Graeme Goodwin, director 
of the Audrain Ambulance 

Local officials 
offer their 
input after 

NFL tragedy

Graeme Goodwin, Josh Loyd, Josh Bickmeyer, and Derek 
Deener of the Audrain Ambulance District. [Matt Pilger]

District. 
Other signs include nau-

sea, vomiting and dizziness 
and excessive sweating. It 
can happen to anyone re-
gardless of age. 

“It is important to know 
your family history and 
consult with your doctor. 
Several things you can 
do to improve your heart 
health are: don’t smoke, 
watch your diet, weight 
and monitor your blood 
pressure,” said Goodwin. 

If you live in the Mexico 
areas and are experiencing 
a cardiac event,  EMS or 

first responders from Mex-
ico Public Safety Depart-
ment, Audrain Ambulance 
District or Little Dixie Fire 
Protection District will be 
the first on the scene. 

“We will do a quick as-
sessment, get an EKG and 
ask plenty of questions 
about symptoms and pain. 
Before arrive it is import-
ant for someone on-scene 
to know how to do CPR. 
The best chance of survival 
is early CPR,” said Good-
win.

“You are never prepared 
to see a situation like this 

unfold; however, we are 
prepared to handle it,” said 
Steve Haag, head coach of 
the Mexico Bulldogs High 
School football team.

“MSHAA (Missouri 
State High School Activi-
ties Association) requires 
that staff be certified in 
CPR, and what to do in the 
case of heat exhaustion. 
We also have an athletic 
trainer that guides staff on 
what we need to do, and 
the school has a portable 
AED (Automated Exter-
nal Defibrillator), which 
transforms pre-hospital 
treatment of sudden car-
diac arrest. The closest an 
incident like this has hap-
pened was at the Pleasant 
Hill wrestling meet. Mex-
ico wrestling head coach 
Gayle Adams witnessed 
another wrestling coach 
go down and he had to be 
revived. I personally have 
not witnessed anything 
like this happen when 
coaching or playing foot-
ball,” said Haag.

The Audrain County 
Ambulance District offers 
online and in-person CPR 
classes. For more informa-
tion on the classes call 573-
581-1772.

Mexico Public Safety 
Chief sends out thanks to 
community for support
By MATT PILGER
Editor 

Mexico Public Safety 
Department battled a 
deadly apartment build-
ing fire in the 1200 block 
of West Breckenridge 
Drive, followed by an-
other fire on Elmwood, 
in the Miller Warehouse 
on Dec. 23.

“The weather was 
frigidly cold and the 
wind cut through like 
a knife. It was the hol-
iday season when a lot 
of fire fighters and Pub-
lic Safety Officers were 
out of pocket. But the 
came out nonetheless, 
and Mexico answered 
the alarm,” said Mexico 
Public Safety Chief Su-
san Rockett.

The Chief went on to 
say,  “We requested help 
in fighting the fires after 
two fires were reported 
in a short period of time, 
and after two engines 
were damaged due to 
freezing. Little Dixie Fire 
Protection District came 
right away and fought 
the fire shoulder to 
shoulder with us. There 

at the scene, Audrain 
Ambulance District, 
monitored our health 
and cycled us through 
rehab and warming to 
insure our safety against 
the cold and exhaustion. 
Audrain County Emer-
gency Management was 
on the scene bring help 
and resources. Red Cross 
was called and they were 
on hand to help the fam-
ilies displaced by the fire. 
We got a call from Toys 
for Tots to ensure that 
any children would not 
be missing some Christ-
mas.

“After the fire was un-
der control, we called 
upon the Missouri State 
Fire Marshals to assist 
in the investigation. 
And who was sent but 
two Mexico Public Safe-
ty Alumni, Marshal Joe 
Jones and Marshal Bri-
an Baker. They had to 
work in the cold without 
the heat of the fire to 
stave off the dangerous 
sub-zero temperatures.

 Mexico Public Works 
was on the scene with 
a backhoe to pull the 

See THANKS, Page A2

Silex man takes Audrain 
County Deputies on a 
foot pursuit
By MATT PILGER
Editor 

An Audrain County 
Sheriff’s deputy stopped a 
car along Highway 19 the 
night of Tuesday, Jan. 3, 
in Laddonia.

“They pulled the car 
into Casey’s after noticing 
a truck plate on a car. The 
driver then took off run-
ning. The license plates 
on the vehicle that was 
stopped came back stolen. 
Sgt. Derek Chism and K9 

Sgt. Derek Chism and K9 Chal

Chal were called in. The 
dog tracked straight and 
true,” said Audrain Coun-
ty Sheriff Matt Oller.

The passenger in the 
car identified the driver as 
57-year-old Michael Beh-
rens of Silex, according to 
Oller.

“He is not a threat to the 
community and a proba-
ble cause statement has 
been submitted for driv-
ing on revoked and re-
sisting detention or stop,” 
said Oller.

New business heading 
to Mexico
By MATT PILGER
Editor 

New construction in 
Mexico has gained some 
attention in Mexico, si-
lently heralding the com-
ing of another new busi-
ness to town.

Cory Dieckmann, own-
er of the Car Lot in Mex-
ico, is having the building 
built at 2121 East Liberty, 
where people may re-
member as the old Site gas 
station.

“It was originally just 
going to be a storage build-
ing; however, a friend 
reached out to me to see if 

he could put a business in 
it,” said Dieckman.  

That friend is Lucas Big-
gers.

“I am starting a window 
tint, vinyl graphic design 
banners business. I have 
been doing this for about 
the last seven years and 
have decided to go out on 
my own. I have not nailed 
down a name just yet,” 
said Biggers.

The construction of the 
building started in De-
cember and weather per-
mitting the hope is for the 
business to open as soon 
as early spring, in either 
March, or April.

Lucas Biggers and Corey Dieckmann

New window tint and vinyl graphic design business 
being built at 2121 East Liberty in Mexico. [Matt Pilger]

Fire damage in the 1200 block of West Breckenridge.
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Audrain County 
Title Co.

Since 1917
For all your title insurance needs, 

and 1031 exchanges.
AUDRAIN COUNTY’S 

ONLY LOCALLY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 
TITLE COMPANY

120 N. Jefferson • Mexico, MO

573-581-5136
www.audraincountytitle.com

Email: actc@audraincountytitle.com

Our main goal is customer service.
We want everyone to feel welcome at Melody’s.

Thank you for shopping local.

103 S. Washington Street • Mexico, MO

573-581-7725
/Melodys-Quality-Jewelry

building down for safety. 
As we started clean up 
and rehab of the equip-
ment, they arrived with 
two heaters to hasten 
the thaw of the engines. 
(Delivery and pick up.) 
When we discovered the 
full extent of the damag-
es to engines, we knew 
they had to be taken to 
Roxana, Illinois, for re-
pair. They could not be 
driven. So, we had to 
find a tow truck or some 
other way. Sydenstrick-
er Nobbe came to the 
rescue and provided a 
truck, driver and low-
boy trailer to deliver the 
engine to Illinois, and 
bring back a loaner en-
gine.”

“After this rugged 
night in the cold, ev-
eryone was getting very 
low on energy through 
exhaustion and hunger. 
This is when the troops 
really started pouring 
in bringing food. I hes-
itate to name names for 
fear of missing someone, 
but we saw Pizza Hut, 
Ori Hibachi, Bucky’s 
Sit or Git, McDonalds, 
and some stuff people 
brought from home. We 
managed to refuel (a 
couple of times). Food 
kept coming after I lost 
count and days later. I 
had to turn some offers 
away because we had so 

much at that time.”
“Let it be said that we 

at Mexico Public Safety 
so appreciate this com-
munity we serve. We 
know we do not stand 
alone. Our back is al-
ways covered. Things in 
Mexico do not happen to 
the ‘other guy’. It hap-
pens to all of us. Thank 
you, Mexico.  Thank you 
for your unwavering 
generosity and compas-
sion. Thank you to all 
the agencies who came 
when we called for your 
professionalism and eth-
ics. We remain Mighty 
MexMO!!!”

~ Chief Susan Rock-
ett and the members of 
Mexico MO Department 
of Public Safety

Sixty-year-old Ruth 
Ann Stuart, of Mexico, 
died in the apartment 
fire. The Missouri State 
Fire Marshal’s Office is 
investigating the cause 
of the fire which has not 
yet been released.

THANKS
from page A1

Tripped circuit thought to be 
the cause of Mexico house fire
By MATT PILGER
Editor 

Mexico Public Safety re-
sponded to the 500 block 
of Pearson on Sunday, 
Jan. 1, in reference to a 
house fire.

 According to the press 
release, responding per-
sonnel found a small fire 
in the attic, above a light. 
The fire was contained and 

put out in that area with 
three ceiling joists suffer-
ing significant fire damage 
and the room below hav-
ing minor water damage. 
The resident stated that 
one of the circuits for that 
portion of the home had 
tripped a couple of times 
earlier in the day.

There were no injuries 
reported from the inci-
dent.

Mexico Board of Education to discuss 
four-day school week

Tuesday, Jan. 10, 
2023 at the Mexico 
Public School District’s 
Board Room at Central 
Office will be the time 
and the place for staff 
and patron input on a 
four-day school week.

The results of a survey 
was posted online and 
discussed during the 
last board meeting on 
Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2022. 
Of the 651 respons-

es, 63.1% said they were 
in favor of the four-day 
school week while 36.9% 
said they were opposed. 
Sarah Keithley, president 
of the Community Teach-
ers Association, spoke to 

the board and said most 
of the teachers and sup-
port are very passionate 
about going to a four-day 
school week.

Members of the Mexi-
co School Board will also 

have a discussion about 
the four-day school 
week during the spe-
cial session. The public 
is invited to attend and 
the meeting for the spe-
cial session will start 
at 5:30 p.m. Mexico 
School Board members 
are expected to take 
a vote on this during 
their regularly sched-
uled meeting on Jan. 17, 
2023.

By MATT PILGER
Editor 

The Missouri High-
way Patrol is reporting 
two deaths on the state’s 
highways over the New 
Year’s traffic counting 
period that ran from 6 
p.m. Friday, Dec. 30, 
2022 through Monday, 
Jan. 1, 2023 at 11:59 
p.m. The two deaths 
were reported in south-
east Missouri, with one 
in Stoddard County on 
New Year’s Eve and an-
other in Scott County 
on New Year’s Day.

Crashes were less 
this New Year’s holiday 

New Year's traffic counting 
period numbers released

when compared to last 
year; however, one more 
person died according 
to the Missouri State 
Highway Patrol. Over-
all 243 traffic crashes 
were investigated by 
troopers this holiday 
counting period. There 
were 321 traffic crashes 
investigated last year. 
There were 75 statewide 
injuries reported this 
year. That is down when 
compared to last year 
when 98 injuries were 
reported. There were a 
total of 104 DWI arrests 
reported this year, down 
by eight when compared 
to last year. 

Mexico teen injured in 
Audrain County accident
By MATT PILGER
Editor 

The Missouri Highway 
Patrol has reported the 
first accident of 2023 in 
Audrain County

According to the on-
line traffic crash reports, 
it happened in the early 
morning hours of Mon-

day, Jan. 2, on MO 15 just 
south of Audrain Road 
322. A vehicle driven 
by a 17-year-old female 
from Mexico was travel-
ing northbound on MO 15 
and hit a deer in the road-
way. The teen had minor 
injuries and was taken by 
a private vehicle for med-
ical attention.

The Eastern Missouri Family YMCA hosts a free 
blood pressure clinic on the fourth Thursday of each 
month in the Y Gymnasium.  The clinic is free for 
anyone in the community.

The clinic is from 8:45-9:30 a.m.
The YMCA will be offering a resume and cover let-

ter writing services program through the Y beginning 
Jan. 12.  The cost of the program is $20.  Anyone who 
is interested should contact the YMCA for more in-
formation.

The Eastern Missouri Family YMCA is located at 
309 South Main, Vandalia. They may be reached on-
line or by calling 573-594-2208.

What's Coming  Up?
Eastern Missouri YMCA

GFWC Mexico Wom-
en’s Club enjoyed their 
Christmas luncheon at 
the YMCA Cafe on Dec. 
12 at noon hosted by 
Dee Ragsdale, Jackie 
Hanke, Lara Ryan, Va-
line Perll, and Connie 
Robley.

Shirley Brauer read 
an inspirational essay 
entitled “There Are An-
gels Among Us.”

Members planned 
a visit and Christmas 
craft for the residents 
of Missouri Girls Town.

Poinsettias were dis-
tributed at the YMCA 
on Saturday, Dec. 3 at 
9:45. The Holiday Fest 

GFWC Mexico Women's 
Club celebrates

was held on Nov.  20 
at The 4-H Center fea-
turing the MMA Jazz 
Band, Presser Pipes 
and Janet’s Dance Stu-
dio. GFWC Mexico is 
truly appreciative of 
the wonderful sup-
port for these projects 
throughout the com-
munity. Proceeds help 
support the many phil-
anthropic endeavors of 
the club.

In lieu of a program, 
members enjoyed a 
lively gift exchange. 

The next meeting will 
be held at the YMCA 
Cafe on Monday, Jan. 9 
at 12:30.
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We Are Proud to Annouce

THE MEXICO SCHOOL
OF COSMETOLOGY

Will Be Open to the Public on
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays

For An Appointment, Please Call 573-581-2637
HOURS & DAYS OPEN: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays

Closed to the Public on Tuesdays and Thursdays
MORNING HOURS: 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

AFTERNOON HOURS: 12:30 p.m. to 2:15 p.m.

We offer the following services: Haircuts • Perms • Manicures
Scalp Treatments • Color • Shampoo & Styles • Facials • And More!

All clients must wear a mask during their service.

MORNING CLASS: Sitting, left to right: Jadryanne Leach, Jessica Arnold, Paige 
McCord, Ben Clampitt, Katelyn Lee, Katrina Grenke, Jordan Wallin, Emmy McCoy

(Not pictured, Nicole Lovelace) Standing, left to right: Kamryn Campbell,
Alexis Durham, Amber Gollaher, Maggie Meador, Kaylee Marshall, Mia Hill,

Audrey Williams, Victoria DiSalvo, Genevieve Roberts

AFTERNOON CLASS: Sitting, left to right: Amiyah Nunnelly, Myla Curran, Kynzy Hall, 
Madelyn Wheeler, Leigha Shepherd, Rylea Miller

Standing, left to right: Rebecca Crain, Alexis Miller, Makenzie Garnett, Rylee Littrell, 
Alexis Green, Zoee Schuster, Katelyn Lee, Jessica Arnold, Aylie Haubner,

and Katrina Grenke

Morning Class: Front Row: Leigha Shepard, Genevieve Roberts, 
Victoria Disalvo, Kamryn Campbell, Kaylee Marshall, Audrey Williams. 

Back Row: Mr. Cam, Kalea Henneberry, Kristi Hager, Bailey Hutler, Maggie 
Meador, Mia Hill, Carli Goff, Madison Oliver, Madison Coale,

 Isabella Contreras-Mendez (Not Pictured Madison Lee)

Afternoon Class: Front Row: Myla Curran, Kynzy Hall, Alexis Durham, 
Madison Coale, Riley Miller, Madelyn Wheeler. Back Row: Shelby Twitchwell, 

Halie Lamberson, Jeniah Tucker, Natosha Yarbro,Teghan Sweeney, 
Mariah Kemp, Paige Meyers, Allie Goff, Adrienne Johnson, Michelle Blakey, 

Mr. Cam, (Not Pictured Kloie Kirkwood)

MEXICO SCHOOLMEXICO SCHOOL
OF COSMETOLOGYOF COSMETOLOGY

located @ Hart Career Center

905 N WADE ST.
MEXICO MO, 65265

JOIN US FOR

BOB BECKER’S
RETIREMENT
CELEBRATION 

Please celebrate Bob Becker’s
impressive career with us at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall
in Martinsburg, Jan. 12, from
4 to 6 p.m.

Enjoy refreshments and visit
with Bob to wish him well.

Congratulations to Bob!

The SSiimmmmoonnss’’  SSttaabbllee  PPrreesseerrvvaattiioonn  FFuunndd Board of Directors would 
like to thank our sponsors for their generous monetary donations 
for the 2022 “Old Fashioned Christmas at the Stables”. Special 
thanks to Blossoms & Blooms Florist for decorating the Santa and 
Mrs. Claus stall; Scott Weber,  St. Luke’s Mass Choir, and Presser 
Pipes for providing Christmas music, and Dr. Raymond Wilbers for 
the use of his sleigh for the horse drawn sleigh rides. Thanks to our 
volunteers who gave willingly of their time and talents and to all in 
the community who attended.  Making the day even more special 
was the presence of Santa and Mrs. Claus, David Pickering Photog-
raphy, Cedar Hollow Farms and their Belgian horses, and Jeff and 
Cathy Young.  Thanks to everyone for making this a very special 
Christmas Event! 

Blue Ribbon Sponsors – Sydenstricker Nobbe, Simmons’ Family, 
Warren & Bobette Wilson, Rodger’s Rental 

Red Ribbon Sponsors – Mexico Heating, Mexico Altrusa Club, Jim 
Stubblefield Furniture, Tiger Floor Covering (Columbia), Dale & Patti 
Cone, Cookie Club       

White Ribbon Sponsors – Gallaher Insurance Group, LLC 

Thank you to our Volunteers – Janet Welch, Cathy Foreman, Julie 
Key, Loren Littrell Finck, Jim Stubblefield, Warren Wilson, Tom Us-
nick, Tim Mackey, Heather Little, DeAnna Amos, Lance Leighton, 
Harry Hudson and Stephen Hudson 

 

Gloria Callighan and 
Celeste Vaughn were 
selected by their fellow 
Monroe Manor Nurs-
ing Home colleagues to 
be the facility’s 2022 
Employees of the Year 
[EOTY], during ceremo-
nies Dec. 21.

Callighan, of the 
housekeeping depart-
ment, was named EOTY 
and Ms. Vaughn, a laun-
dry aide, honorable men-
tion EOTY. Both joined 
the nursing home’s staff 
in 2018.

 Manor administrator 
Shari Embree said she 
looks forward to annu-
ally announcing the new 
EOTYs.

“A great perk of my 
job is revealing the vote 
of our staff, recognizing 
and congratulating our 
Employees of the Year,” 
Embee said. “The staff al-
ways gets it right, whom 
deserves the honor, and 
this year is no different. 
Gloria and Celeste won 
these awards because of 
their kindness, great at-
titudes, and the ability to 
communicate with other 
staff without being rude.”

 Embree said the new 
EOTY was described by 
her fellow employees 
as, “friendly, very good 
at her job, hard worker, 
team player and always 
willing to help anyone 

Gloria Callighan, left, and Celeste Vaughn are Monroe 
Manor's Employees of the Year for 2022. [Submitted]

Monroe Manor employees select Employees of the Year

with everything.”
Callighan, 56, joined 

the Manor as a Paris 
High School kitchen aide, 
1982-83, served 1994-96 
as a Certified Nurse’s As-
sistant and returned to 
the Nursing home Nov. 
7, 2018, working first, in 
the  dietary department, 
before moving to house-
keeping three years ago.

Gloria Callighan and 
her husband, Jay Dee, 

are the parents of daugh-
ter, Nicole, and grand-
parents of Daisy and Lily.

This year marks the 
second time Celeste 
Vaughn has been named 
honorable mention 
EOTY. She first received 
the recognition in 2019.

Employed at the Man-
or since July 9, 2018, 
Embree said Celeste’s 
coworkers said she was, 
“always available to help 

other departments, de-
pendable, very positive 
and possesses a great at-
titude.”

Vaughn, 42, originally 
from Columbia, moved 
to Paris with her par-
ents, Don and the late 
Jan Wiley, in 1998. She 
is a single mother of four 
children: ages 22, 18, 
seven, six years old, and 
she is a grandmother.

In addition to the 
EOTYs, Mrs. Embree 
distributed Christmas 
bonuses to all full and 
part-time Manor em-
ployees and recognized 
another half dozen staff-
ers with continuous ser-
vice cash awards.

Lavonda Nickell, 
housekeeping, and busi-
ness office manager Gail 
Jones each received 
$100 for two years of 
employment.

Ruby Ritter and Alicia 
Spicer, both of the nurs-
ing department, accept-
ed $200 prizes for five 
years of service.

Dierdre Edward, of 
the nursing department, 
was awarded $400 after 
15 years of continuous 
labor.

Vanessa Ashenfelter, 
the Manor’s Social Ser-
vices designee, who 
retired Dec. 29, was 
requited $500 for her 
exemplary 45 years of 

dedicated Manor Em-
ployment.

Embree said nurs-
ing home employees do 
more important work 
for less gratitude than in 
any industry.

“This nursing home 
staff and their na-
tion-wide contemporar-
ies are the most essential 
and least appreciated 
labor force this country 
has,” Embree said. “Our 
staff are overworked, 
overregulated, under-

appreciated and rare-
ly recognized. We are 
trying to rectify that by 
implementing periodic 
rewards for our employ-
es that go above and be-
yond on a daily basis. As 
America ages, the nurs-
ing home profession is 
waning.

Federal and state pol-
iticians better wake up 
and recognize the im-
portance of our contri-
butions before it’s too 
late.”
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Letters should be in our office by Friday prior to the week 
you would like to have it included in the paper. The let-
ters can be edited. Neither libelous material or personal 
attacks are allowed. Readers are limited to one letter per 
month. Political endorsement letters will be charged at the 
political ad rate. All letters are published at the discretion 
of the editor.
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Candi Jean Carlson
Candi Jean Carlson, 59, of Mexico, entered into 

peace on Thursday, Dec. 29, 2022, after a hard-fought 
battle with cancer.

Candi was born on Aug. 12, 
1963 the daughter of the late 
Opal (Snyder) Rinker and Earl 
Lee Rinker of Laddonia.  She 
was a 1982 graduate of Commu-
nity R-6 and lived in the Mexico 
area most of her life.

Candi is survived by three 
children, Trazarra (Jason) 
Chapman of Paris, Jacobi Carlson and Quaid Carl-
son of Mexico; six grandchildren, Ethan and Landen 
Chapman, Madilyn Carlson, Layla, Kylee and Harper 
Carlson; two sisters, Dixie (Steve) Sims and Pamla 
(Harlan) Applebee all of Mexico; two nieces, Mailyn 
(Garett) Jeffries of Clever, Alexandria (Brandon) Ap-
plebee of Mexico; four nephews, Trampus (Kyra) Sims 
of Mexico, Eric (Mallory) Sims and Derek Sims of Co-
lumbia and Trey Knight of Italy; four great nieces El-
iora and Seraiah Sims of Palestine, Texas, Millie and 
Ever Sims of Columbia; two great nephews, Grayson 
Knight of West Columbia, S.C. and Cole Jeffries of 
Clever whom shared her birthday.  All shared beau-
tiful memories of a very colorful aunt that loved them 
all so deeply.

Candi was preceded in death by her parents and a 
brother Earl Rinker II.

Candi had an immense love for her family.  Her 
grandchildren were her greatest achievements in life, 
loving each one so very much. Her wishes for crema-
tion were honored and a Celebration of Life is being 
planned for a later date to share memories of her love 
of family and friends, her pumpkin carving parties, 
laughs, sitting on the patio, sips, country music and 
her unwavering love of the Kansas City Chiefs.

Online condolences may be left at arnoldfh.com.

Memory Care Community
By Americare

“Where life 
is more than 
a memory, 

everyday begins 
and ends

with dignity.”
1700 Ashbury Circle West

Mexico, MO 65265

573-581-8777
www.americareusa.net

Mexico
CINEMA

573-581-8383
www.mexicocinema3.com

/mexicocinema3

FILMS FOR JAN. 6-12

AVATAR:WAY OF WATER 3D
(PG-13, 194 MIN)
DAILY: 2:00, 7:00

M3GAN
(PG-13, 102 MIN)

DAILY 2:00, 4:30, 7:00

 PUSS IN BOOTS
(PG, 102 MIN)

DAILY 2:00, 4:30, 7:00

EST. 2004

Steaks • Catfish • Burgers

573-492-6087
10:30am - 8:30pm

Elizabeth Anne Schooler 
With great sadness Elizabeth, known as Missy, the 

beloved daughter, sister, aunt by family and friends has 
passed away.  She was the third 
daughter of Robert and Fran-
ces (Sonwalt) Schooler and lived 
most of her life in Columbia, 
where she attended Russell Blvd. 
Elementary School, West Junior 
High, Rockbridge High School 
and graduated from Stephens 
College.  She attended FITNY, 
The Fashion Institute of Technol-
ogy at New York State University, 
and had a great love for animals, especially her childhood 
horse and her family.  She had a brave battle with illness-
es.  She will be remembered for her wit and was a woman 
of strong faith. 

Survivors include Frances Schooler (home); Suzanne 
(Jim) DuMolin, Belvedere, Calif.; Sally Schooler Wells 
(George Rickerson); Jackson Wells of Columbia; Mat-
thew (Trinh) Wells and Tyler (Joyce) Wells of Jefferson 
City.  Aunts Ruby Hale (Martinsburg), Shirley Schooler 
(Charlotte, N.C.) and Barbara Hart (League City, Texas).

There was a private service at East Lawn Memorial 
Park and expressions of sympathy may be made to the 
charity of your choice.

Arnold Funeral Home handled the arrangements.
Online condolences may be left at arnoldfh.com.

Janet Ruth Botkins
Janet Ruth Botkins, 80, of Mexico, passed away on 

Sunday, Jan. 1, 2023, at Heisinger Bluffs in Jefferson 
City.

Janet was born on Sept. 10, 
1942, in Elvins, the daughter 
of Virgil and Mamie (Barton) 
Murry. On April 10, 1982, in 
Mexico, she married Van Bot-
kins. He passed away on June 
2, 2007.

Janet graduated from Flat 
River High School in 1960. She 
worked for the Missouri 12th 
Judicial Circuit Court for more than 20 years, retiring 
in 2001 from her Court Reporter position.

She will be remembered by many as an unselfish 
caretaker who gave many years of her life lovingly tak-
ing care of her husband Van through his many years 
of illness. Van was the love of her life and she devoted 
herself completely to his well-being.

Janet had a lifelong passion for music. From danc-
ing around the record player and at school dances as 
a teenager to dancing the nights away with Van years 
later. She loved to sing and spent years singing in the 
church’s choir and entertaining crowds as a member 
of The Silvertones. Janet’s musical talent also includ-
ed playing the piano for her church and on many oth-
er special occasions. Her deep love of gospel music 
moved her to attend every Gaither Homecoming con-
cert within traveling distance. Most of her retirement 
days were spent singing along with a Gaither DVD.

She also loved to travel. No matter how near or far, 
she loved the adventure of seeing what was over the 
next hill. Many of her fondest travel memories were 
of those annual trips taken with her high school class-
mates.

Finally, we must admit that everyone has a dark side 
and Janet’s was Putt-Putt Golf. When this God-fear-
ing, loving, and playful woman stepped onto the Putt-
Putt course, it was a win at all cost mindset. 

Survivors include her children, Jeff Zimmer of Van-
dalia, MO, Toni Monsen of Mexico, MO, Joel (Christie) 
Zimmer of Farmington, Cindi (Matt) Kelly of Barnett, 
and John (Cobi) Zimmer of Hannibal; a sister, Nancy 
(Charles) Beatte of Jefferson City; and many beloved 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces, and great-nephews.

In addition to her husband, Van, Janet was preceded 
in death by her parents, Virgil Murry and George and 
Mamie Scott.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made in 
her memory to Gentiva Hospice (Jefferson City). For 
more information go to www.gentivahs.com.

Herbert F. Jackson, Jr.
Herbert F. Jackson, Jr., 83, of Mexico, passed away at 

12:51 p.m., Friday Dec. 30, 2022 at Pin Oaks.
Funeral services will be at 1 p.m. Saturday Jan. 7, 

2023, at Pickering Funeral Home. Burial will follow at 
Elmwood Cemetery.

Visitation will be Saturday from 11 a.m. to service 
time at the funeral home.

Herbert (Herb) Franklin Jackson, Jr., was born on 
Nov. 17, 1939, to Beatrice and Herbert Jackson, Sr., the 
oldest of 14 children in Mexico, Mo.  He was a graduate 
of Mexico Senior High and remained a lifelong Bulldog 
fan.  Herb attended Lincoln University and was a mil-
itary veteran. When he returned from military service, 
he began employment with the former AP Green Com-
pany and retired after 37 years.

Herb accepted Christ at an early age and was a life-
long member of St. Paul C.M.E. Church.  He served 
on numerous boards at St. Paul, most recently on the 
Trustee Board.

Herb was married to Jessie M. (Barnes) Jackson for 
60 years and she preceded him in death.  After retire-
ment they enjoyed numerous trips for leisure, visiting 
family and friends.

Poppy as he was affectionately called by his grands, 
was an avid sports aficionado.  He was an avid golfer 
and spent many hours on the links until his health be-
gan to decline.  He enjoyed watching St. Louis Cardinals 
Baseball, NFL and NBA games and attending Mizzou 
football games regularly. He loved his home and yard 
and meticulously maintained it.

Herb was a lifelong resident of Mexico until he moved 
to Atlanta to reside due to his health.   While in Atlan-
ta, Barry was the ultimate caretaker; unwavering in his 
care and support.  At the time of his passing, he had 
returned to Mexico and was residing at Pin Oaks Living 
Center.

He leaves to cherish his memory: one daughter, Deb-
bie Cobbins (Minneapolis, Minn.); one son, Barry Jack-
son, (Atlanta, Ga.); five grandchildren: Andre Cobbins, 
(St. Louis), Breanne Cobbins, (Baltimore Md.),  Ashley 
Jones, (Chicago, Ill.),  Christopher Jackson and Parker 
Jackson (Portland Ore.), one great granddaughter, Al-
ana Jessie Marie Adams; five brothers: Arthur Jackson 
(Mexico), Gary (Sarah) Jackson, (Columbia), Larry Jack-
son (Mexico), Lowell (Jaye) Jackson, (Mexico), and Ivan 
(Eula) Jackson Cordova, Tenn.; seven sisters, Elaine 
(Larry) Bell, (Mexico), Jaclyn (Richard) White, Mexico, 
Carol (Raymond) Williams, (Peoria, Ill.), Alice Jackson, 
(Mexico), Bobbette Jackson, (Mexico), Maria Jackson, 
(Columbia), and Rita Jackson, (Mexico); three brothers-
in-law Stanley Barnes (Mexico), Theodore Barnes (Clark) 
and Gary Barnes (Columbia); two sisters-in-law Vickie 
Barnes Hargraves (Kansas City) and Vernitta Barnes (Se-
attle, Wash.) and numerous nieces and nephews.

 In addition to his parents and wife, Jessie, he was 
preceded in death by a sister, Tereatha Richardson; one 
daughter, Christine Jones; two sons, Harry Williams and 
Tracy A. Jackson; two brothers-in-law, Leroy Barnes and 
James Barnes; and two sisters-in-law, Ruthie Barnes and 
Darlene Davenport.

Memorials may be given to St. Paul CME Church, in 
care of Pickering Funeral Home, 403 N. Western, Mexi-
co MO, 65265.

Condolences to the family may be given at pickeringfh.
com.

Tanner Cody Wesley Manifold
Tanner Cody Wes-

ley Manifold, 32, Stur-
geon died Sunday, Jan. 
1, 2023, at his home. He 
was born Sept. 11, 1990, 
the son of Clifford and 
Cindy (McAdams) Man-
ifold.

He is survived by his 
parents, Clifford and 
Cindy; two sisters Amie 
Marie Moore of Bowling 
Green, and Stephanie 
Li’ane Bowen of Halls-

ville; his maternal grand-
mother Melodie McAd-
ams of Marceline; four 
nieces, other relatives 
and many friends.

A celebration of life will 
be 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan.  
7, 2023, at the Oliver Fu-
neral Home in Sturgeon. 
Visitation will be from 12 
p.m. until service time on 
Saturday, Jan. 7, at the 
Oliver Funeral Home in 
Sturgeon. Condolences 
may also be made to the 
family at oliverfuneral-
home.net.

Senior Center Menu

Dorothy E. Wright
Dorothy E. Wright, 73, Centralia, died Tuesday, Jan.  

3, 2023, at the Boone Hospital Center in Columbia.
She is survived by her husband Robert;  five chil-

dren Angela Reynolds of Liberty, Russell Wright of  
Perryville, Cathy Smith of Topeka, Kan., Joni Wahl of 
Columbia and Kristy Wright of Columbia; five sisters 
Velma Stokes of Macon, Charlotte Darling of Shelbi-
na, Louise Million of Centralia, Alice Kuntz of Shelbi-
na, and Jeanetta Westhoff of Shelbina; grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren; many nieces and nephews; other 
relatives and many dear friends.

 Funeral mass will be 11 a.m. Monday, Jan, 9, at the 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Centralia. Interment will 
be 2 p.m. Monday, Jan.  9, at the Missouri State Veter-
ans Cemetery in Jacksonville.  Visitation will be from 
5-7 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 8,  at the Oliver Funeral Home in 
Centralia, with a Rosary to be held at 7. 

Condolences may also be made to the family at www.
oliverfuneralhome.net

January 9-13

Monday: Polish Sausage/Bun, Kraut, Scalloped 
Potatoes, Milk, Spice Cake

Tuesday: Goulash, Salad, Mixed Vegetables, Gar-
lic Bread, Milk, Cake w/Icing

Wednesday: Baked Chicken, Baked Beans, Cole-
slaw, Bread/Margarine, Milk, Cheesecake

Thursday: Meatloaf/Gravy, Potatoes, Green 
Beans, Bread/Margarine, Milk, Apple Pie

Friday: Chicken Pot Pie, Beets, Cinnamon Ap-
ples, Roll/Margarine, Milk, Dessert

The Mexico Senior Center is located at 606 East 
Park Street. The center can also be found on Face-
book, @MexicoSeniorCenter.

Linda Sue (Dobbs) Stroup
Linda Sue (Dobbs) Stroup, of Middletown, passed 

away on Jan. 3, 2023, at the Hermann Area District 
Hospital in Hermann.

Funeral services will be held at 1 p.m. on Monday, 
Jan. 9, at Myers Funeral Home in Middletown. Burial 
will follow in Fairmount Cemetery in Middletown.

Visitation will be from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Monday, prior 
to the service at the funeral home.

Condolences may be given at myersfuneralhome.biz.

Douglas Alewel
Douglas Alewel, age 93, of Carthage, passed away 

peacefully on Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2022, at St. Luke’s 
Nursing Center in Carthage.

Douglas, son of the late Her-
man and Emelia (Meyer) Alew-
el, was born on February 6, 1929, 
in Concordia. He was a graduate 
of Concordia High School and 
then attended the University of 
Missouri - Kansas City School 
of Pharmacy. After graduat-
ing with a degree in pharmacy, 
Douglas honorably served his 
country in the United States Army until 1954. After re-
turning, he was united in marriage to Joyce Glaser on 
September 8, 1957, in Overland Park, Kan. Douglas, 
later partnering with Jerry Brauer, was the owner and 
operator of A & B Prescription Shop in Mexico, until 
he retired in 1983. He and his wife Joyce moved to Carl 
Junction, in 2001 to be closer to family. Douglas was 
a lifelong devout and faithful congregation member of 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

Survivors include his wife, Joyce Alewel, of Carthage; 
three daughters, Jeffra Lyn Marcus, and her husband, 
Norman, of Los Angeles, Calif., Christi Anna Moore, of 
Joplin, and Sarah Genee Whitney, and her husband, 
Paul, of Flagstaff, Ariz.; grandchildren, Courtney Kon-
icy, and her husband Sam, Alex Moore, and his wife, 
Becca, Jaden Moore, Ethan Marcus, Paige Whitney, 
and Ian Whitney; one great grandson, Silas Moore; 
and one sister, Bonnie Jean Ness, of Garden Grove, 
Calif.

Private family services will be held at a later date.
Arrangements are under the personal care and di-

rection of Parker Mortuary, Joplin.

Roger W. Loncaric Jr.
Roger W. Loncaric Jr., 52, of Mexico, passed away 

at 8:55 a.m. Tuesday Jan. 3, 2023, at his home in 
Mexico.

Roger was born July 8, 1970, 
in Coral Gables, Florida, the 
son of Roger and Andrea C. 
Loncaric.

Roger was the former Chef 
at The Oaks (Country Club) in 
Mexico. He had also previously 
operated his own restaurant in 
downtown Mexico named The 
Andrea C.

In addition to cooking, he enjoyed salt and fresh-
water fishing, was a huge Miami Dolphin Football 
fan, loved going to Disney and very much loved his 
pet cats, Mini, Dolly, and Cheesecake.

In addition to his wife Sara, survivors include his 
father, Roger Loncaric, of Goleta, California; his 
mother, Andrea C. Loncaric, of Miami, Fla.; and nu-
merous cousins, nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, and 
one Aunt, Elizabeth Chambers.

The family requests memorial contributions be 
given to the Audrain Veterinary Clinic for the Lynnie 
Lou’s Cat Rescue Fund of Mexico. Make checks pay-
able to Audrain Veterinary Clinic. They may be sent 
in care of Pickering Funeral Home, 403 N. Western, 
Mexico, MO 65265.

A memorial life celebration is being planned for the 
spring and will be announced when planned. Until 
then be sure to raise a glass and have a toast to Roger!

Condolences to the family may be given at picker-
ingfh.com.
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How to place a Classified ad

CLASSIFIED
DISPLAY ADS

$10
per column inch

An additional charge of 
$100.00 per month to have 

your ad run online at
mexicoledger.com.

CLASSIFIED
LINE ADS

$10
Minimum 10 words

An additional charge
of $.20 per word over the 

initial 25 words.

Classified ads can be placed by calling
573-581-1111 or emailing

circulation@mexicoledger.com.

WORK WANTED

CONCRETE FLAT 
WORK and concrete re-
moval.  45 years experience. 
636-359-8090.

NO TRESPASSING
NO HUNTING/TRES-
PASSING:  Fishing, swim-
ming, no destruction of 
property. James A. Williams 
Farm (12/23)

LEGALS

HELP WANTED

SUDOKU

ACROSS

DOWN

1. Piece of data
6. Baryshnikov’s step
9. Back wound
13. Soft palate hanger
14. *Any high mountain
15. Tsar’s edict
16. Means
17. Bishop of Rome’s jurisdiction
18. Female water-elf
19. *Highest mountain
21. *Sea that is also the largest lake
23. A in MoMA
24. *Small island
25. Ignited
28. Lamborghini model
30. Extravagant
35. 15th of March, May, July or
 October
37. ____-a-Sketch
39. Technology expert
40. Novice
41. Damage one’s reputation

43. Lil’ Bow Wow’s first name
44. Bette Midler’s movie “____
 Pocus”
46. “I’m ____ you!”
47. Unit of pressure
48. Denver breakfast choice
50. Big rig
52. ____ de Janeiro
53. Excessively abundant
55. Ensign, for short
57. *Great ____ Reef
61. *National Geographic ____
65. Gibson garnish
66. Arabic garment
68. D-Day beach
69. *Longest continental mountain
 range
70. Nada
71. Energy to motion converter
72. Golf pegs
73. Red Cross bed
74. Follow as a consequence

1. Surfer’s “man”
2. Tel ____, Israel
3. Ditty
4. Extremist
5. Masters without t
6. Ghost of Christmas ____
7. Miller High Life, e.g.
8. Four-eyes’ gear
9. Bypass
10. Uber alternative
11. *The largest continent
12. Past participle of “be”
15. Remove from political office
20. Eyelid infections
22. Opposite of nothing
24. Burning aroma producer
25. *____sphere, the solid earth
26. “She is pulling my leg,” e.g.
27. 9 a.m. prayer
29. *____sphere, air surrounding
 earth
31. Sleeveless garment
32. Blood of the gods, Greek
 mythology

33. Harry Belafonte’s daughter
34. *____sphere, all water on earth
36. Aretha Franklin’s genre
38. Type of crime
42. Young Montague
45. Brown and yellow finches
49. Cravat or bola
51. Financial gain
54. 100 centimes
56. “Barefoot in the Park”
 playwright
57. Summer ride
58. “Green Gables” protagonist
59. Amusement park attraction
60. Sturgeon ____ and salmon
 ____
61. Table mineral
62. Chow or grub
63. Biblical pronoun
64. Ready and eager
67. ____sphere, all life on earth
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NOTICE OF WINDING UP FOR LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY TO ALL CREDITORS 

AND CLAIMANTS AGAINST 
MEXICO CARDIOVASCULAR ASSOCIATES, L.L.C.
Mexico Cardiovascular Associates, L.L.C., a Missouri 
Limited Liability Company, filed its Notice of Winding 
Up for a Limited Liability Company with the Missouri 
Secretary of State on December 21, 2022.
Any and all claims against Mexico Cardiovascular 
Associates, L.L.C. may be sent to Charles H. Tillman, 
Jr., 457 S Jefferson Rd, Mexico, MO 65265. Each claim 
should include the following information: the name, ad-
dress and telephone number of the claimant; the amount 
of the claim; the basis of the claim; the date(s) on which 
the event(s) on which the claim is based occurred; and 
any documentation related to the claim.
Any and all claims against Mexico Cardiovascular 
Associates, L.L.C. will be barred unless a proceeding to 
enforce such claim is commenced within three (3) years 
after the date this notice is published.

NOTICE OF ARTICLES OF DISSOLUTION BY 
VOLUNTARY ACTION

TO ALL CREDITORS AND CLAIMANTS AGAINST
MEXICO CARDIOGRAPHICS, INC.

On December 20, 2022 MEXICO CARDIOGRAPHICS, 
INC., a Missouri Corporation, filed its Articles of Disso-
lution by Voluntary Action with the Missouri Secretary 
of State. The dissolution of the corporation was effective 
on that date.

MEXICO CARDIOGRAPHICS, INC. requests that 
all persons and organizations who have claims against 
it to present them immediately by letter to MEXICO 
CARDIOGRAPHICS, INC., Attn: Charles H. Tillman, 
Jr., 457 S Jefferson Rd, Mexico, MO 65265.

All claims must include the following: the name and 
address of the claimant; the amount claimed; the basis 
of the claim; the date(s) on which the events which form 
the basis of the claim occurred; and copies of any other 
supporting data.

All claims against MEXICO CARDIOGRAPHICS, INC. 
will be barred unless a proceeding to enforce the claim is 
commenced within two years after the last publication of 
the notices required by the statute.

INVITATION TO BID 
FOR THE CITY OF MEXICO, MISSOURI 

Sealed bids will be received for the 2023 Cellular Alarm Lift 
Station Project until 2:00 p.m. local time on the 25th day of 
January, 2023, at City Hall, 300 N. Coal St., Mexico, Missouri 
65265, at which time and place all bids will be opened and read 
aloud. 
The project consists of adding a cellular alarm system to 3 lift 
stations, as specified in the bid documents. 
All equipment, materials and workmanship must be in 
accordance with the drawings and specifications on file with 
the Public Works Director, City of Mexico, 300 N. Coal, City 
of Mexico, Missouri 65265. Copies of the bidding documents may 
be obtained by contacting the Public Works Department at 
573-581-2100 X3. 
No Bidder may withdraw their bid for a period of 60 days after the 
date of opening of bids. 
A certified or cashier’s check or a bid bond in the amount of 5% 
shall be submitted with each proposal. The City of Mexico
 hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that in 
any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement,
 businesses owned and controlled by socially and economically 
disadvantaged individuals will be afforded full opportunity to 
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discrimi-
nated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, creed, sex, 
ancestry, or national origin in consideration for an award. 
If this contract involves the construction, reconstruction, 
demolition, painting, or major repair of any facility of the City, 
Bidder shall provide a ten (10) hour Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration (OSHA) construction safety program 
for their on-site employees within 60 Days of award of the 
contract. Failure to provide training and maintain documentation 
of the training, may result in penalties under RSMO 292.675. 
Missouri Department of Labor Standards regarding payment of 
Prevailing Wage Rates shall be followed for all projects. Should 
a project bid be less than $75,000, Prevailing Wage Rates shall 
not be required. Any bid over $75,000 (including Add Alternates) 
shall meet the Prevailing Wage Rates set forth by the annual 
wage order, in effect at the time of the advertisement. 
The contract, if awarded, will be awarded to the lowest, 
responsive, responsible bidder complying with the Conditions 
of the Contract Documents within the Owner’s budget. 
The Bidder to whom the awards are made will be notified at the 
earliest possible date. The Owner; however, reserves the right 
to reject any and all Bids and to waive any informality in Bids 
received whenever such rejection or waiver is in their interest. 

The City of Mexico is accepting applications for a Full 
Time Wastewater Utility Maintenance I. Starting salary 
is $36,524.80 ($17.56 per hr) commensurate with 
education and experience, plus excellent benefits. 
Someone with Wastewater Certification D is preferred 
but not required and salary will be based on 
wastewater certification completed and qualifications. 
This entry level position involves the operation and 
maintenance of wastewater treatment facilities, lift 
stations, and associated collection systems owned by the 
City of Mexico. Position will require outdoor 
activity, willingness to obtain & maintain CDL and 
pass other required examinations. Job descriptions 
and applications are available on our website 
www.mexicomissouri.net or at City of Mexico, 
Administrative Services Department, Second Floor, 
300 North Coal, Mexico, MO 65265. Applications will 
be accepted until 1/10/2023 by 5:00 p.m. 
AA/EOE/ E-Verify/Tobacco free workplace.

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

LEGALS

LEGALS

Latest reports from Auditor Galloway 
detail more than $11.83 billion Missouri 
has received in federal relief for COVID-19

Through end of November 2022, state had spent more than $8.82 billion in 
federal stimulus dollars intended for COVID-19 response from CARES Act, 

American Rescue Plan and other programs
The latest monthly reports from 

State Auditor Nicole Galloway de-
tailing state government’s use of 
federal stimulus dollars intended 
for the COVID-19 response shows 
Missouri received $11.83 billion 
between April 2020 and Novem-
ber 2022. As the state’s financial 
watchdog, the State Auditor’s Of-
fice has issued the reports since 
June 2020 examining Missouri 
government’s distribution and 
spending of funding received un-
der the federal CARES Act, Amer-
ican Rescue Plan and other federal 
assistance programs.

The most recent reports show 
Missouri’s spending of federal as-
sistance for the month of Novem-
ber 2022, as well as the cumula-
tive expenditures since the state 
began receiving funding in April 
2020. Through the end of Novem-
ber 2022, the state has spent $6.47 
billion in funding made available 
by the CARES Act and other fed-
eral programs, and $2.35 billion in 
American Rescue Plan funds.

A significant portion of expen-
ditures to date are for services 

through the state’s Medicaid pro-
gram (MO HealthNet) and other 
programs receiving federal match-
ing funds. Under the Families 
First Coronavirus Response Act, 
the federal government increased 
its percentage share of the cost of 
the state’s Medicaid program. The 
American Rescue Plan also offered 
Missouri a temporary increase in 
the federal funds matching rate in 
exchange for the state’s Medicaid 
expansion. As of Nov. 30, 2022, the 
increased cost share for the federal 
government has totaled over $2.07 
billion in additional federal fund-
ing for Medicaid in Missouri.

Other funding has been provid-
ed to local governments, schools, 
institutions of higher education, 
child care providers, long-term 
care facilities and developmen-
tal disabilities waiver providers. 
Funds have also been used for 
mental health services, purchase 
of personal protective equipment, 
virus testing, contact tracing, vac-
cine preparedness and access, 
workforce development, economic 
development programs for small 

businesses, COVID-19 dedicated 
personnel costs, emergency rental 
assistance and other disaster relief 
purposes.

In addition to the monthly re-
port examining the state’s spend-
ing, the Auditor’s Office also has an 
online tool to give Missourians a 
detailed look at expenditures. The 
COVID-19 Response page tracks 
not only how much is received and 
expended in relief funds, but also 
lists which state and local govern-
ment departments, vendors and 
expense categories are receiving 
the most funding. The information 
on the website provides data on 
expenditures and is updated regu-
larly.

Auditor Galloway’s efforts are 
similar to work performed by the 
previous State Auditor’s adminis-
tration, which reviewed the state’s 
use of funds received through the 
American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009. Under Article 
IV, Section 13 of the Missouri Con-
stitution, the State Auditor has a 
duty to ensure the accuracy of the 
state’s accounting of its spending.

MDC reports three elk 
harvested during 2022 
season

Missouri’s elk archery portion ran Oct. 15-23 
and firearms portion ran Dec. 10-18.

The Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation 
(MDC) reports that Mis-
souri hunters harvested 
one bull elk during the 
archery portion of the 
2022 elk-hunting sea-
son, Oct. 15-23, and two 
bull elk during the fire-
arms portion, Dec. 10-
18.

The three Missouri 
hunters were each se-
lected for one of five elk 
permits issued in 2022 
through a random draw-
ing of 9,684 applicants.

Elk are a native spe-
cies in Missouri but were 
extirpated in the state 

in the late 1800s due 
to unregulated hunt-
ing. Missouri’s first elk 
hunt in 2020 came af-
ter years of restoration 
efforts by MDC, numer-
ous partners including 
the Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation, and 
many supporters includ-
ing local communities 
and area landowners. 
Learn more about elk 
at mdc.mo.gov/discov-
er-nature/field-guide/
elk. Learn more about 
elk hunting in Missouri 
at mdc.mo.gov/hunt-
ing-trapping/species/
elk.

An ESSENTIAL part of 
your DAILY 

ROUTINE



Mexico senior Dante Kelley fights Fulton's Walker Gohring for a rebound on Tuesday during the Bull-
dogs' 56-45 win at home against their conference rival. Kelley made a difference on the defensive end.

[Jeremy Jacob]
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Events 
on deck
Today

Boys basketball
Community R-6 vs 

Sturgeon in New Franklin 
Tournament 12:30 p.m.

Boys wrestling
Mexico at Cameron 

Duals
Centralia at Lafayette 

Schools in Wildwoods 
North Callaway at 

Marshall Tournament
Girls wrestling

Centralia at Lafayette 
Schools in Wildwoods 

Monday
Boys basketball

Mexico vs Francis 
Howell North in Lind-
bergh Invitational 
Boys Tournament 5:25 
p.m.

Van-Far vs Elsberry 
7:30 p.m.

Centralia vs Boon-
ville 7:30 p.m.

Girls basketball
North Callaway vs 

Linn in South Callaway 
Varsity Tournament 
7:30 p.m. at high school

Centralia at Hannibal 
7:30 p.m.

Tuesday
Boys basketball

Mexico vs TBA in 
Lindbergh Invitational 
Boys Tournament

Community R-6 vs 
Madison 7:30 p.m.

North Callaway vs 
Calvary Lutheran in 
South Callaway Varsity 
Tournament 7:30 p.m. 
at middle school

Van-Far at South 
Shelby 7:30 p.m.

Missouri Military 
Academy vs Columbia 
Independent HS 6 p.m.

Centralia vs Fayette 
7:30 p.m.

Paris vs Salisbury 
7:30 p.m.

Girls basketball
Community R-6 vs 

Madison 6 p.m.
Van-Far at South 

Shelby 6 p.m.
Paris vs Salisbury 6 p.m.

Boys wrestling
Centralia at Blair 

Oaks 5 p.m.
North Callaway vs 

Fatima, Centralia in 
Westphalia

Missouri Military 
Academy vs Macon in 
Macon 6 p.m.

Girls wrestling
Centralia at Blair 

Oaks 5 p.m.

Two of the Mexico girls’ better 
defensive games have happened 
against their conference rival.

The Lady Bulldogs hosted North 
Central Missouri Conference rival 
Fulton on Tuesday night, having 
already defeated them 42-29 in the 
Montgomery County tournament 
earlier this season, and almost rep-
licated the first meeting’s score at 
41-29. 

Mexico (5-8, 2-2 NCMC) had a 
15-2 lead after one quarter and nev-
er let Fulton (2-7, 1-3 NCMC) draw 
any closer than five points early in 
the third quarter. Head coach Ed 
Costley said Mexico did have some 
defensive slip ups in the second half 
but maintained a good defensive 
game as it did before against its rival.

“It was just our rotations and 
making sure we’re in the right 
spots,” Costley said. “We didn’t give 
up easy looks. In the third quarter, 
lack of focus with detail went away, 
but we forced them to stay out of the 
perimeter and we got some opportu-
nities in traps.”

Costley said the traps on defense 
helped Mexico gain a sizable advan-
tage early in the game and put away 
the Lady Hornets later in the game, 
with eight fourth-quarter points al-
lowed after owning a 30-21 lead at 
the end of the third quarter. 

Claire Hudson finished with a 
game-high 13 points, Lexie Willer 
followed with nine points and six 
rebounds, Kenzie Taylor had seven 
points, and Jo Thurman picked up 
six rebounds. Costley said Karlee 
Sefrit and Kylie Burnett were also 
big off the bench, each coming away 
with steals in the second half to seal 
the game.

“Karlee had two charges, Kenzie 
Taylor had a charge and we had one 
other try to attempt one,” Costley 
said. “Those things right there, they 
kind of set the tone defensively. Kylie 
had a couple big steals on the base-
line there at the end when they kind 
of made a run.”

Mexico had a 7-0 lead three min-
utes into the game following a steal 
and quick jumper by Messiah Simp-
son. Kier Henderson, who finished 
with seven points behind Kenzie 
Washington’s team-high eight 
points, had Fulton’s lone bucket in 
the first quarter with an offensive 
putback.

Costley said keeping Henderson 
at bay was what the Lady Bulldogs 
focused on, being successful for the 
most part.

“When we went to that 1-3-1, we 
kept their guard under control,” 
Costley said. “For the most part, she 
wasn’t able to get the paint through-
out.”

Fulton cracked into Mexico’s 
lead initially in the second quarter, 
coming away with some steals and 
Washington knocked down her two 
3-pointers.

When the Lady Hornets de-
creased the Mexico lead to 21-16 af-
ter an open layup by Henderson, but 
just like the second quarter, Hudson 
knocked down a 3-pointer to erase 
the potential for a bigger Fulton run.

“She had two timely 3s for us,” 
Costley said. “Claire came through 
with some 3s that really squashed 
their run. In the first half, we didn’t 
have as much interior play. The sec-
ond quarter on, I thought we did a 
better job of finding them.”

Willer followed Hudson’s time-
ly perimeter shot with some better 
play in the trenches as she picked up 
most of her rebounds in the second 
half, recording an offensive putback 
for a 26-16 Mexico lead with six min-
utes left in the third quarter.

After Fulton was within single 
digits again going into the fourth 
quarter following a couple of free 
throws from Audrey Arnold — four 
rebounds and three steals off the 
bench, the Hornets were kept off 
the scoreboard for more than three 
minutes. During that time, Sefrit 
and Thurman each swiped the bas-
ketball before promptly giving it to 
Willer for fastbreak layups.

“Defensively, under the basket, we 
didn’t give up easy looks and layups 
for them on their out-of-bounds 
plays,” Costley said. “Those things 
make a difference.”

Mexico played at Bowling Green 
(5-7) on Thursday before host-
ing Hallsville (9-2) at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday.

Lady Bulldogs 
limit looks  
for Fulton  
in 41-29 win

Fulton has plenty of players to be concerned about.
The Mexico boys learned this in their first meeting 

this season, losing to their North Central Missouri Con-
ference rival 69-52. The Bulldogs didn’t allow the Hor-
nets much room in the rebound 56-45 victory Tuesday 
night at home in a matchup between the Nos. 5 and 6 
ranked teams in Class 4.

Head coach Darren Pappas said coach Dion Nunnel-
ly and the team had a game plan for the Fulton team 
that was allowed to do what it wanted offensively in the 
Montgomery County tournament championship game. 
The key Hornets of Colby Lancaster and the Gohring 
brothers — Walker and Rowdy — had to work harder 
this time around.

“We doubled down on Lancaster and tried to lim-
it him as much as possible,” Pappas said. “He’s a load 
so he’s going to still get his points. We contested their 
shooters — the Gohring brothers are really good ball-
players — and tried to limit other guys as well.”

Pappas said he likes how Mexico (8-3, 3-1 NCMC) re-
bounded the ball this time, limiting the big Lancaster to 
six rebounds and Walker Gohring and Donovan Wei-
gel to five boards each. Gohring and Lancaster finished 
with 17 and 16 points, respectively, but the next highest 
scorer for the Hornets (8-2, 3-1 NCMC) was Dusty Ha-
gens with five points.

Mexico, on the other hand, combined for 11 steals 
and had several score in double figures, including Jor-
dan Shelton with a game-high 19 points along with two 
3-pointers and two blocks. Anthony Shivers and DJ Long 
each followed with 11 points and five rebounds, Jaydon 
Eldridge had nine points, and Dante Kelley finished with 
four points and had four steals and two blocks.

Lancaster did eventually get his points in the second 
half but had four points through two quarters while 
Walker Gohring had eight points at halftime. Mexico 
made it uncomfortable for any Hornet that happened 
to be handling the ball and were especially focused on 
Fulton’s best ball handler in Gohring.

“I thought we did a good job of swarming when he did 
attack the basket and try to make it difficult because he 
does a really good job of finding the big when he does 
attack and the defense collapses,” Pappas said. “We did 
a really good job of getting our hands up, getting some 
deflections and then getting some steals.”

Pappas said the Bulldogs were at their best on the 
boards as that is the factor that helped Mexico open a 
consistent lead of around seven points, starting in the 
latter part of the second quarter.

“We did a good job of rebounding — trying to 
keep them off the glass and getting out in transi-

tion,” Pappas said.  
Fulton did lead 17-14 after one quarter as the Hornets 

used an 8-2 lead on 3-pointers by Rowdy Gohring and 
Hagens and then Hagens came through with a steal and 
score. 

The second quarter went to the Bulldogs after Shel-
ton’s fury of scoring as he put in seven points in quick 
succession. He knocked down a 3-pointer before rush-
ing down the floor for two circus layups off steals. Shel-
ton finished with 11 points in the first half, and Long had 
nine points at the break.

“He did a good job of reading the defense and find-
ing open guys, and I thought DJ did too,” Pappas said. 
“We need those guys to be at their absolute best. When 
they’re at their absolute best on both ends of the floor, 
we play our best.”

Following that, Mexico had a 21-18 lead with 5:46 left 
until halftime and then built an 11-1 run to take a 33-
24 halftime lead, with the result of the Bulldogs’ latest 
game still fresh in their minds. Last week, Mexico led 
Blair Oaks 32-25 at the intermission prior to a 62-56 
loss. All Fulton could muster in the second half Tuesday 
was 21 points.

Fulton did shrink Mexico’s lead down to as low as 38-
34 with 3:34 left in the third quarter after Lancaster’s 
second dunk of three in the game.

“That was the message at halftime — we’ve been in 
this situation where we’re had a lead and let a team slip 
in,” Pappas said. “The first few possessions of the third 
quarter, we got kind of lackadaisical. We didn’t stick to 
our assignments on the defensive end, and they scored 
a couple quick buckets. That’s why we called a timeout 
to try to gather and regroup and then get them back out 
there. Can’t say enough about these guys and their focus 
in this ballgame.”

Pappas’ team responded soon after with a 49-38 lead 
at the end of the third quarter as Shelton and Eldridge 
hit shots from the perimeter and Kelley stood out on the 
defensive end, tallying his fourth steal before dishing an 
assist to Shivers in transition. 

Kelley kept up the effort with two blocks in the fourth 
quarter, helping to prevent Fulton from scoring until a 
Walker Gohring 3-pointer almost halfway through the 
fourth quarter.

“That’s one thing — you’re never going to question 
Dante Kelley’s effort,” Pappas said. “He’s going to give 
you 100 percent effort. It doesn’t matter if he’s out-
weighed, outsized, outmatched, he’s going to give it ev-
erything’s he’s got. He was one of the glue guys for us 
tonight. When we needed a stop, he got a stop.”

Mexico faced Bowling Green (4-5) on the road Thurs-
day before starting its stint in the Lindbergh Invitational 
Boys Tournament at 5:25 p.m. Monday against Class 6 
Francis Howell North (4-5).

Bulldogs swarm Fulton to 
win state-ranked showdown
BY JEREMY JACOB
Sports Editor

Angel scores 1,000th 
point for Lady Trojans in 

win vs Sweet Springs
The Community R-6 girls 

advanced to the championship 
game in the New Franklin Tour-
nament, but that wasn’t the only 
accomplishment on people’s 
minds on Wednesday night.

Senior Sarah Angel scored the 
1,000th point of her career as 
she finished with 11 points and 
four steals, and Olivia Kuda led 
with 20 points and six rebounds 
in a 59-28 victory against Sweet 
Springs. The Lady Trojans (10-
2) earned the right to face Cen-
tral Activities Conference foe 
New Franklin (10-2) for the title 
on Friday night.

Head coach Bob Curtis said 
Angel not only reached the 
milestone through years of hard 
work but did so in a fitting fash-
ion. He said she stole the ball at 
midcourt before finishing at the 
other end with a layup.

“She is an extremely hard 
worker and has gotten better 
every year throughout her 
standout career,” Curtis said. 
“It is fitting that her 1,000th 
point came on a steal that led 
to the milestone as she is such 
a good defender and a lot of 
her points are on turning the 

other team over.”
Curtis said Angel was rec-

ognized after the bucket with 
an announcement, plaque and 
game ball as play was stopped 
so she had time to hug her par-
ents in the crowd. Angel plans 
to play in college next fall, Curtis 
said, and she had an “awesome” 
career thus far with more games 
upcoming this season.

Alyssa Beamer and Kylie 
Brooks followed Angel in the 
scoring for Community with 
eight points each, and Aaliyah 
Welch had seven points. Curtis 
said Kuda, Brooks, Welch and 
Jocelyn Curtis combined for 37 
points of the team’s 59 points in 
the paint.

He said they were also key in 
holding Sweet Springs’ senior 
star Ryan Johnson to 10 points.

The Lady Trojans went into 
Friday the winners of three 
straight games, averaging 60 
points in those games.

Weber scores 1,000th 
point in Thunderbirds’ 
win vs South Callaway
It was just a matter of time for 

North Callaway senior Matthew 
Weber.

In a season he wasn’t able 
to begin right away because 
of an injury, Weber scored his 
1,000 career point, leading the 
Thunderbirds with a game-

high 14 points in a 53-42 vic-
tory Tuesday at home against 
South Callaway.

Going into the night, Weber 
needed 11 points to reach the 
milestone so it was fitting that 
North Callaway’s leading scorer 
gave the team more, head coach 
Matt Miller said. Weber also fin-
ished with eight rebounds.

“It doesn’t happen every day at 
a school,” Miller said. “I’m very 
pleased with that accomplish-
ment for Matthew.”

The Thunderbirds (5-5) also 
had key games out of Braydn 
O’Neal as he finished with 10 
points, going 6-for-8 from the 
free throw line. Trenton Jones 
recorded a game-high 16 re-
bounds, and Sam Pezold fol-
lowed with eight boards to go 
with his eight points.

Ryan Lepper led South Calla-
way (5-6) with 13 points and two 
3-pointers, and Tayber Gray fol-
lowed with nine points. 

The Thunderbirds fell behind 
16-12 after the first quarter be-
fore taking a 27-26 halftime lead 
and then 38-33 advantage after 
three quarters.

North Callaway went to New 
Bloomfield (0-11) on Friday pri-
or to playing Calvary Lutheran 
(5-2) in the first round of the 
South Callaway Varsity Tourna-
ment at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday at the 
middle school.

BY JEREMY JACOB
Sports Editor

Angel, Weber score milestone points for CR-6 girls, NC boys

Community R-6 senior Sarah 
Angel takes a shot Monday against 
Bunceton/Prairie Home. 

[Courtesy of Leslie A. Meyer]
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Ledger LeisureLedger Leisure
All things arts, entertainment, music and fun!All things arts, entertainment, music and fun!

For More information, contact
Nathan Lilley at 573-253-4159 • nathan@mexicoledger.com

4132 S. Clark Mexico, MO 65265(573) 581-9777
facebook.com/grafsreloadingsupercenter

Firearms • Ammo • Reloading 
Take Your Shooting to the Next Level!

• Music Lessons from Mexico Music: 
   The Perfect New Year’s Resolution
• Name brand products at competitive
   prices and hometown friendly service!

Mexicomusic.net  •  573-581-6144

Open late on the square since 1992!

22

22
33

Proud supporters of God, Peace, Love, and Mexico

Have a Blessed and 
Happy New Year!

A MARKED SALON, L.L.C.

573-567-2233

Presser announces upcoming workshops
Presser Arts Center 

has two upcoming work-
shops area residents 
won’t want to miss.

Self-taught artist and 
entrepreneur Joleen 
Emery has been influ-
encing an audience of 
100,000-plus  people 
with her unique ap-
proach to using repur-
posed materials for her 
art at Big Raven Farm, 
a bed and breakfast and 
retreat center in south-
eastern Minnesota. 
Joleen will lead attend-
ees through a series of 
fun art projects using 
easy-to-find reclaimed 
materials. 

Prior to the workshop, 
attendees will be pro-
vided with an inexpen-
sive list of materials to 
bring - and suggestions 
as to where to find them.

While Emery leads 
yoga and crafting re-

treats at Big Raven 
Farm, Darin Warling has 
been serving well-craft-
ed, hand-made comfort 
foods to their attendees. 
Trained as a chef while 
living in Thailand, his 
focus is now on creating 
flavorful dishes for vis-
itors and guests using 
locally sourced, seasonal 
ingredients. Warling will 
lead attendees through a 
series of surprisingly easy 
hand-made Italian dish-
es, including homemade 
pasta, sauce, salad, fo-

caccia, and plum cake for 
dessert. 

Visit presserpac.com 
for more information or 
to sign up. Workshops 
are set for Saturday, Feb. 
18.

Joleen Emery

• January 4 Chamber Executive Board Meeting 
  @ Chamber – 12 p.m.
• Elks Meeting @ Elks Lodge – 6  p.m.
• January 5 Mexico Noon Lions Club meeting 
  @ Utterback Crop Insurance – 12  p.m.
• January 8 Owl Prowl @ Scattering Fork 
   Outdoor Center – 4  p.m.
• January 10 VSA meeting @ Chamber – 8 a.m.
• January 11 Chamber Board Meeting @ 
   Chamber – 11:30 a.m.
• January 17 Dream Factory Meeting @ 
   Chamber – 7  p.m.
• January 18 Elks Meeting @ Elks Lodge – 
   6  p.m.
• January 19 Mexico Noon Lions Club meeting 
  @ Utterback Crop Insurance – Noon
• January 21 Presser Arts Center Gala @ 
   Presser Arts Center – 6:30  p.m.

• Every Tuesday Mexico Kiwanis Club meets 
  @ The Oaks - Noon

• Every month the Third Wednesday 
   Alzheimer’s Support Group @ MO 
   Veterans – 1:30  p.m.

• Every Friday Rotary Club meets @ 
   The Oaks – Noon

January Calendar

Mexico McMillan Early Learning Center plans for carnival

Mark Your Calendars Now!

    By MATT PILGER
Editor 

The McMillan Early 
Learning Center PTO 
is planning on bringing 
back a popular event to 
Mexico that is near and 
dear to many people’s 
childhoods. The Mc-
Millan Carnival has not 
been held in over four 
years. Previously it took 
place every year for de-
cades.

The event will be 
open to anyone not just 
students and parents 
at McMillan and is be-
ing planned for Friday, 
May 12, 2023 from 4:30 
until 7:30 p.m.

“We are starting over 
from scratch,” McMil-
lan PTO president, Ka-
tie Azdell,  said. “We 
are just in the early 
planning stages, how-
ever so far we  plan to 
have plenty of games, 
face-painting, live mu-
sic, photos and food. 
We might even have 
a monkey. The VFW 

has already signed up to 
help and will build dis-
plays. We still will need 
plenty of donations and 
volunteers to make this 
happen.” All the money 
raised goes back to the 
school and will be used 
for Christmas gifts for 
students, dinners for staff 
and teachers at parent 
teachers conferences and 
towards an annual carni-
val.”

For more information 
about the event email 
katieazdell@gmail.com 
or call the school at 573-
581-5681.

McMillan PTO President, 
Katie Azdell

McMillan Carnivals from years past. [Submitted]

123 N. Washington, Mexico • 573-253-1958 • www.sharonkoontz.com • 

Art & Coffee...Art & Coffee... The Perfect Way to 
Break the Winter Blues!

Sign up for our  WELCOME SNOWMAN 
PAINT PARTY ON FACEBOOK!

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12 • 6 P.M.

Our Gift 
Certificates

Make the
Perfect 

Valentine’s
Gift!
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WOODS AUTO REPAIR
LARRY WOODS

573-581-4447
PERSONAL SERVICE

PLUS QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
111 South Olive • Mexico, MO

4132 South Clark
Mexico, MO

573-581-9777
Guns  ̃   New & Used  ̃   Archery  ̃   Ammo

Optics and Reloading Components

Auto Body & Complete Automotive Repair
3800 S. Clark • Mexico, MO 65265

573-581-2277 • www.fischerbodyshop.com
Fixin’ Big Problems, Cars Too!

MOMMENS HEATING
& COOLING, LLC

1320 Paris Road
Mexico, MO 65265
www.mommenshvac.com

573-581-7970
FAX 573-581-7338

Randy’s
Auto Body
4570 Friendship Dr.

Mexico, MO

573-581-7697

JOHN DEERE • 573.581.5900
www.SNPartners.com
For all your equipment needs:

parts, sales & service
4803 South Clark, Mexico, MO

RON’S COLLISION REPAIR
CURTIS ARNOLD                   CLINT ARNOLD

ronscollision@sbcglobal.net

20474 HWY 22 WEST
MEXICO, MO 65265

573.581.8538

24/HR WRECKER
SERVICE

573.581.7474

Downtown Centralia, MO
107 N. Allen St. • 573-682-2555

Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:30 am - 5:30 pm • Saturday 9 am - 4 pm
Sunday 1:30 pm - 4:30 pm • Closed Monday

First Presbyterian Church 
of Mexico

400 Lakeview Road • Mexico, MO. 65265
573-581-5689

www.mexicofpc.com

Sunday Worship services at 9:00 am  
Sunday School at 10:15 am
Worship service is streamed each week on Facebook

COME AS YOU ARE, ALL ARE WELCOME!

First Church of the Nazarene
2726 S. Clark St., Mexico, MO 
(573) 581-4400 
www.mexnaz.com

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:40 a.m. and Facebook Live

Wednesday Bible Studies 7:00 p.m.

Please Join Us!

GOD BLESS AMERICAGOD BLESS AMERICA
Marvin Elliott Rice, D.D.S.Marvin Elliott Rice, D.D.S.
Marvin Elwood Rice, D.D.SMarvin Elwood Rice, D.D.S
General & Hospital DentistryGeneral & Hospital Dentistry

703 Medical Park Drive703 Medical Park Drive
Mexico, Missouri, 65265Mexico, Missouri, 65265

(573)581-7660(573)581-7660
Office  Hours By AppointmentOffice  Hours By Appointment

2759 A S. Clark Street, Mexico, MO 65265
573-581-1880 • www.PeakSportSpine.com

Come see Mexico’s Most Premier & 
Experienced Locally-Owned Physical/
Occupational Therapy provider for all 

your therapy needs!

1101 W. Monroe
(573) 581-3100

OPEN 6AM - 9 PM

Locally Owned
and Operated

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
• First Assembly of God
 601 East 54, Vandalia
 573-594-3300
• First Assembly of God      
   Church
 1920 Lakeview, Mexico
 573-581-1526
BAPTIST
• Antioch Baptist Church
 of Centralia, MO
 1249 E. Hwy 22, Centralia
 Pastor: Bro Eric Hill
•  Bethlehem Baptist Church
    13013 Highway T, Centralia
    Pastor: Scotty Watson
    573-469-1893
• Centennial Baptist Church
 816 W. Breckenridge, Mexico
 573-581-5173
• Farber Baptist Church
 105 E. Hickory, Farber
• First Baptist Church
 600 E. Promenade, Mexico
 573-581-4190
• First Baptist Church
 214 N. Lindell St., Vandalia
 573-594-6535
• First Baptist Church
 Maple St., Laddonia
• Friendship Baptist Church
 Highway 54 East, Mexico
 573-581-4038
• Grand Prairie Baptist Church
   104 N. Main St., Auxvasse
 573-386-5224
• Hopewell Baptist Church
 10749 ACR 945, Thompson
• Iglesia Bautista Rios
 DeAgua Viva
 310 N. Wade, Mexico
• Littleby Baptist Church
 9 miles N. of Mexico, Rt. J
• Lockewood Baptist Church
 1005 West Love, Mexico
 Pastor Randy Jones
• New Hope Baptist Church
 11535 Audrain Road 973,
 Centralia
 Sunday School 10 a.m.
 Worship Service 11 a.m.
 Bro. Wesley Pulis, Church Pastor
• Second Baptist Church
 1501 US 54, Vandalia
 573-594-2146
• Second Missionary
 Baptist Church
 418 E. Breckenridge, Mexico
 573-581-0419
• Soul’s Harbor Baptist Church
 (Independent)
 623 W. Monroe, Mexico
 573-581-2175
• Union Baptist Church
 17620 Hwy JJ, Mexico
 573-581-7599
• West Cuivre Baptist Church
 38533 ACR 620, Laddonia
 573-473-2952
CATHOLIC
• Sacred Heart Church
 203 W. Home St., Vandalia
 573-594-2717
• St. Brendan Church
 615 S. Washington, Mexico
 573-581-4720
• St. John’s Catholic Church
 601 Elm St., Laddonia
 573-373-5351
• St. Joseph Church
 408 E. Kellett St., Martinsburg
 573-492-6595
• St. Mary Magdalen
 1200 North Clark, Mexico
 Traditional Latin Masses
 573-581-7545
CHRISTIAN
• Benton City Christian Church
 121 Morris, Benton City
 573-473-7049

• Farber Christian Church
 303 N. Main, Farber
 573-249-3627
• Kentucky Road Christian Church
 716 Kentucky Road, Mexico
 573-581-1782
• Laddonia Christian Church
 4th & Chestnut, Laddonia
 573-373-5560
• Liberty Christian Church
 17248 Highway N,
 Martinsburg
 573-581-4136
• Salt River Christian Church
 14426 ACR 965, Thompson
 • Santa Fe Christian Church
    35546 Rt. D, Santa Fe
 573-581-3837
• Second Christian Church
 1071 Brooker St., Vandalia
 573-594-3262
• Southside Christian Church
 2100 Lakeview, Mexico
 573-581-3837
• Sunrise Christian Church
 6209 ACR 355, Mexico
 573-581-688
CHRISTIAN
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
• Auxvasse Christian Church
 201 E. Walnut St., Auxvasse
 573-386-2361
• First Christian Church
 307 W. Jackson, Mexico
 573-581-4628
• Liberty Christian Church
 Highway E, Thompson
• Midway Christian Church
 ACR 380, Mexico
 660-327-5258
• New Testament Christian Church
 404 S. Main St., Auxvasse
CHRISTIAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL
• St. Paul CME Church
 614 E. Park Drive, Mexico
 573-581-3020
CHURCH OF CHRIST
• Mexico Church of Christ
 2031 W. Monroe St., Mexico
 605-220-3193
CHURCH OF GOD
• Church of God (Holiness)
 1215 W. Boulevard, Mexico
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
• Church of Jesus Christ of
 Latter-Day Saints
 635 Ringo, Mexico
CHURCH OF THE 
NAZARENE
• First Church of the 
   Nazarene
 2726 S. Clark, Mexico
 573-581-4400
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES
• Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s
 Witnesses
 1300 Elmwood Dr., Mexico
 573-581-7294
LUTHERAN
• Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
 120 West Gano Chance Rd,   
    Centralia
 573-682-3941
• St. John’s Lutheran Church
 Mexico
 1000 Dorcas Street
 573-581-5655
• St. Johns Lutheran Church
 414 S. Main St., Vandalia
 573-594-6640
METHODIST
• Mexico United Methodist
 Church
 122 E. Promenade, Mexico
 573-581-4791

• St. Luke United Methodist
 Church
 604 Johnson, Mexico
 573-581-6140
• United Methodist Church
 201 N. Jefferson St.,
 Vandalia
 573-594-3124
• Ward Chapel AMC Church
 Corner of Holt & Johnson
 Mexico
 573-582-7197
PENTECOSTAL
• Apostolic Pentecostal       
Church
 908 East 54, Vandalia
 573-594-3671
• First United Pentecostal
 Church
 1427 W. Monroe, Mexico
 573-581-2575
PRESBYTERIAN
• Auxvasse Presbyterian     
Church
 104 E Chestnut St, Auxvasse
 573-386-2636
• Bethel Presbyterian Church
 25241 Hwy J, Mexico
 573-473-8241
• Curryville Presbyterian     
Church
 201 E. Main St., Curryville
 573-324-3490
 Pastor Shonda
• Farber Presbyterian Church
 101 S. Oak, Farber
 573-249-5711
• First Presbyterian Church
 400 Lakeview Road, Mexico
 573-581-5689
• First Presbyterian Church
 214 N. Jefferson St.,Vandalia
 573-594-2049
• Mt. Olivet Presbyterian     
Church
 Rural Route 1, Vandalia
 573-594-3002
• Presbyterian Church
 105 Front St., Benton City
 573-581-8864
•  Old Auxvasse Nine Mile 
    Presbyterian Church
   10678 County Rd. 10678   
    Williamburg
    573-254-3398
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
• Seventh Day Adventist
 410 N. Agricultural, Mexico
 573-582-0937
WESLEYAN
• Faith Wesleyan
 1125 W. Boulevard, Mexico
 573-581-5110
NON-DENOMINATIONAL
• Faith Tabernacle
 907 West Home, Vandalia
 573-594-6541
• First Christian Church
 205 W. Park St., Vandalia
 573-594-2703
• Just As I Am
 Cowboy Church
 23410 Monroe Rd. 840, Paris
 660-327-1308
 Steve Miller, Pastor
• Martinsburg Community
 Church
 201 E. Jefferson St.,
 Martinsburg
 573-492-6466
• New Testament Assembly
 1125 W. Boulevard, Mexico
• Refuge Ministries
 1004 W. Liberty, Mexico
 573-473-2378
• Rush Hill Community Church
 143 Church St., Rush Hill
 573-582-2157
• Victory Christian Fellowship
 3550 S. Clark, Mexico
 573-581-6317

This Directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.
The church listings below are provided at NO CHARGE to our area churches.
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To place your Church’s information on this page, contact Nathan Lilley at 
573-581-1111 • nathan@mexicoledger.com
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“Do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”   Joshua 1:9
On the first day of a new year many of us wish each other 

a “Happy New Year!” But as we begin a new year, we need 
more than a hopeful greeting from the people around us. 
We need to listen to what God told Joshua centuries ago. 
As Joshua was about to lead God’s people into the prom-
ised land, he had reason to be afraid. He had an enormous 
task ahead of him, and he was well aware of the dangers 
that he and the people would soon be facing. He needed 
God’s encouragement.

A new year brings lots of questions: Will our health 
hold? Will our marriage last? Will I be able to hang on 
to my job? Will I get into the right school? Will I live to 

Encouragement for a New Year

see the end of this year? Will the economy improve? Will 
there be a terrorist attack or some natural disaster that 
takes me or my loved ones? The Creator of the universe 
comes to us and says, “Don’t be afraid; don’t be discour-
aged.”

What happens in this coming year is not left to chance. 
God is in charge, and he promises to stay close: “The 
LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” Many 
years later, the Lord Jesus made the same promise when 
he said, “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20).

That’s the reason we can wish each other a “Happy New 
Year!”

Minister’s Message Zane Whorton, Pastor, Mexico First Christian Church
10:30 a.m. Service • fccmexicomo.com
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