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Miss. 19 four-laning on schedule

Pageant winner also an athlete

The four-laning of Mississip-

pi 19 from the Newton County

line to House is currently on

schedule for completion in the

Spring of 2012.

Eutaw Construction began

the clearing, grubbing, rough

grading and bridge and culvert

construction on the new north-

bound lanes in July in the $33

million, 7.5-mile project.

The bid was awarded this

past Spring, a full two years

ahead of schedule, thanks to $51

million in federal stimulus funds.

Transportation Commission

Dick Hall said four-laning from

House to the Philadelphia city

limits is set for 2012.

Also under way and 34 per-

cent complete is the $27 million

four-laning of Mississippi 19

from Collinsville to the Newton

County line.
L & T Construction has com-

pleted rough grading on the new

northbound lanes and is in the

process of finishing the design

soil, sub-base and pavement.

The estimated completion

date on this phase of the project

is the Summer of 2011.

The overall project will even-

tually consist of 21 miles of

additional four-lane access from

Meridian to Philadelphia.

News that the four-laning

project was moving on schedule

was welcomed by Philadelphia

Mayor James Young, who

described it as an economic

development tool.

“This will mean a lot for eco-

nomic development in our area,”

he said. “The ease of travel from

Meridian to Philadelphia will be

greatly enhanced and four lanes

are much safer travel than two

lanes.”
The increased infrastructure

means Philadelphia is at a good

point in time to really progress,

he said.
“As we plan, we have got to

make sure Philadelphia is at the

top of our game with develop-

ment downtown,” Young said.

“We don’t want people to bypass

Philadelphia. We have to give

them a reason to come down-

town.”
Over the next few months,

Schools say

tax hikes due

to state cuts

The mother of the newly crowned

Miss Neshoba County describes her

daughter as more of an athlete than a pag-

eant girl.
Kayla Elizabeth Bates, 17, began her

senior year at Union High School earlier

this month, but the excitement of winning

the crown at the Fair remains.

Voted Miss Congeniality by the other

10 contestants in the Miss Neshoba

County pageant, she also won the Most

Photogenic and Best Fairwear awards.

Those honors came as no surprise to

many who know Bates, as she is known

for her generosity. She gave away most of

her clothes to the less fortunate while on

a recent medical mission trip to Trujillo,

Peru.
Bates is the daughter of Jimmy and

Susan Bates. Her grandparents are Mrs.

Sue Nell Bates, Rayford and Janice

Williamson of Philadelphia and the late

Nina Williamson and Willie Paul Bates.

Kayla Bates was shocked when she

was announced as the winner.

“I don’t even remember doing the

pageant,” she said.  “It was such a blur! I

was just like ‘Oh my goodness! I can’t

believe this just happened!’”

Bates said she was pleasantly sur-

prised when the pageant ended and the

crowd rushed to the stage to congratulate

her and all the girls. She could not believe

she had so many supporters cheering her

on. 
Growing up at the Fair Bates watched

the pageant every year and always tried to

imitate the contestants. Becoming Miss

Neshoba County was a childhood dream

come true.
Leading up the Fair, Susan said her

daughter only participated in three pag-

eants, two of which she won:  her eighth

grade Union Middle School Beauty

Review, which she won with a fractured

ankle and cast, and the 2009 Queen of

Hearts in the 16 - 18 division.  

Bates is more of an athlete or gamer

than a pageant girl, her mother said. Her

coaches refer to her as “Primetime”

because when it was game time, she

would go all out no matter the athletic

Anticipating further cuts in

state education funding and

local shortfalls, the city and

county schools have proposed

tax increases.

Under state law, city and

county schools can request an

annual increase of up 4 percent.

Both the city of Philadelphia

and Neshoba County are in the

process of formulating budgets

for 2010 and will either have to

absorb the increases the schools

are requesting or raise taxes.

A hearing to gain public

input on Neshoba County’s

budget is set for Sept. 14 in the

Board of Supervisors room in

the courthouse.

The Mayor and Board of

Aldermen were to have heard

public comments on the city

budget Tuesday night.

Like others, the Neshoba

County and Philadelphia public

school districts saw their budg-

ets cut by more than 3 percent at

the state level.

Additional cuts this fiscal

year are also anticipated as state

revenues continue to decline,

superintendents said.

Philadelphia Public Schools

asked the city for $160,585 in

additional monies this year,

while Neshoba County Public

Schools is seeking an additional

$190,038 from the county.

A person who owns a

$100,000 house in the city

school district would pay an

additional $20 in school taxes,

while a person with a $100,000

house in the county school dis-

trict would pay about $36 more

in school taxes.

The county school district’s

budget for the FY 2009 was

$24,404,384 with $2,657,989 or

11 percent of revenue obtained

through local ad valorem taxes.

The budget for the FY 2010

is $25,575,688 with 11 percent

or $2,848,027 coming from ad

valorem taxes.

The Board of Supervisors

would have to raise its millage

rate for the schools from 30.32

to 33.96 to fund the increase,

school officials said.

The city school’s FY 2009

budget was at $10,564,093 with

$1,951,173 or 18 percent col-

lected through ad valorem tax.

The budget for FY 2010 is

$11,011,384, with 19 percent or

$2,111,758 coming from local

taxes.
The Board of Aldermen

would have to raise its millage

rate for schools from 45 to 50 to

fund the increase, school offi-

cials said.

U.S. Rep. Gregg Harper,

right, talks with members

of the Board of Supervi-

sors last week in the

courthouse about issues

that are important to his

constituents. 

Harper complimented

the board on the 

proposed plan for a 

new county hospital

From left, are: Harold

Reynolds, 

of District 3; Marty

Sistrunk, District 2;

Obbie Riley, District 5;

Kevin Cumberland, 

District 2; and Keith 

Lillis of District 1.

Eutaw Construction has begun clearing, grubbing, rough grading and bridge and culvert construction on the

Mississippi 19 four-laning project from the Newton County line to House. The $33 million, 7.5-mile project is

scheduled to be completed in Spring 2010. The first phase of the project, from Collinsville to the Newton Coun-

ty Line is set to be completed in the Summer of 2011. That $27 million project is 34 percent complete.

Jobless

rate dips

to 9.4%

FOUR-LANING

Newton line to House

project completion

set for Spring 2012

Neshoba County’s unem-

ployment rate inched down-

ward to 9.4 percent in July,

the 14th lowest in the state

and slightly lower than the

national average.

The county’s jobless rate

decreased from 9.9 percent

in June, compared to May

when the jobless rate here

reached 10.5 percent.

Unemployment rates this

year have been among the

highest in 40 years.

March, May and July all

recorded rates at or slightly

above 10 percent. 

With a labor force of

13,600, the county had 1,270

people unemployed in July,

the latest figures show.

The current rate compares

to an unemployment rate of

6.4 percent last July.

The state unemployment

rate was at 10.5 percent in

July, while the national rate

was at 9.7 percent.

Neshoba tied with Simp-

son County in posting the

14th lowest jobless rate in

the state.
Only 24 counties in Mis-

sissippi posted unemploy-

ment rates less than or equal

to the state’s rate of 10.5 per-

cent.
Rankin County had the

lowest rate at 6.5 percent,

followed by Lamar County

at 7.7 percent.

Sixty-one counties report-

Miss Neshoba County begins

senior year at Union High

Baptist center

robber arrested

A Philadelphia man is awaiting extradition here

from Virginia where he was arrested on a warrant

charging him with a strong armed robbery which

occurred inside the Neshoba Baptist Center on Valley

View Drive in April.

Dawaskai Anderson, 29, of 816 Chestnut St., is

charged with taking the purse of an employee after

throwing her onto the floor inside the Baptist Center,

Chief of Police Dickie Sistrunk said.

Anderson had been listed as wanted over the

National Crime Information Center.

He was picked up by authorities in the Norfolk, Va.

area where he was known to have relatives.

The woman told authorities that a black male

wearing a white zip-up sweater shirt, blue jeans and a

Congressman
visits board
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Annual Contract Rates
Inch requirements  ...................................................................  
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2,800” .....................................................................................$6.50
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