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Winds SW at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of rain 
10 percent.

Our 39th year

KADEMI

Gov. Tate Reeves shakes the hand of Ron Eller, 2022 candidate for Mississippi’s 2nd Congressional District, Thursday.

Gov. Tate Reeves proposed raising teacher pay 
and eliminating the state's income tax in his 
Thursday morning speech at Founders Square. 

Reeves called for an immediate $1,300 a year 
across-the-board teacher pay raise followed by a 
$1,000 per year raise in each of the next two 
years. 

Reeves said he supports the teacher pay raise 
for the efforts teachers put in during the past year 
and a half of the COVID-19 pandemic and elim-
inating the income tax because Mississippi's 
workforce excelled through the pandemic and 
contributed to a robust economy. 

“If we are successful in getting this done," 
Reeves said of the teacher pay raise, "this addi-

tional $3,300 a year on top of the $1,000 a year 
raise we did this year will result in Mississippi 
going from 37th nationally to 21st (in teacher 
pay).”  

Reeves said despite the pandemic teachers 
performed better than teachers in other states. 

“Mississippi has led the entire nation in edu-
cation over the last year,” Reeves said. “While 
teachers in some other states kept kids chained to 
laptops or smartphones and pretended it was 
school, Mississippi insisted on in-person instruc-
tion. Other states said, ‘We can’t,’ but Mississippi 
teachers said, ‘Yes we can.’ And they did it.” 

Reeves said that as a result of the hard work, 
Mississippi was recently ranked first in the nation 
for fourth-grade reading improvement over the 
last three years and first in the nation in fourth-

grade math improvement over the last three years. 
“The Biden Administration likes to throw 

around the term ‘equity,’” Reeves said. “Well, 
here in Mississippi both black and white students 
from low-income homes have achieved higher 
scores than the national average … . When the 
pandemic hit, our teachers knew that we could not 
afford to give up that momentum. They knew that 
our kids needed to get all of the instruction that 
we could give them.” 

Reeves said he has never been more proud to 
be a Mississippian several times throughout his 
15-minute speech noting the difficulties his ad-
ministration has faced throughout the past year 
and a half, including the COVID-19 pandemic.  

He credited Mississippians with pulling the 

Reeves wants teacher pay raise

See REEVES, page 8A

By Scott Hawkins
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Jane Cole and Tom Petty

Two original cabin owners in Happy 
Hollow are still enjoying the Fair every year.  

Jane Cole and Tom Petty have been com-
ing to the Fair since the 1950s.  

“We named it the Happy Hollow because 
we’re all so happy, I guess!” Cole said.  

Petty built his cabin himself in 1961 with 
$300 worth of materials. According to David 
Petty, Tom Petty’s son, Tom built the cabin 
for his wife, Robbie, who dearly loved the 
Fair.  

Back then, Happy Hollow had a podium 
up at the front of the little street of cabins, 
which acted as a guest register for people to 
sign when they walked in. Happy Hollow 
also once featured a big outhouse, which 
everyone was perfectly happy to see go.  

Cole came the year before she married 
her to-be husband and ate with him under-
neath the trees.  

“That was my introduction: hot and 
dusty,” she said. “Red dirt just covered you. 
But all of my memories have been good, be-
cause of my friends.”  

When the Fair flooded and the Happy 
Hollow was awash in red mud and water, 
Cole and her family remember children 

swimming and diving happily in their 
makeshift river.  

Another harrowing story Cole shares is 
how her son Tim Cole got lost on the Fair-
grounds when he was a child. Another cabin 
was meant to be watching him while his 
family went to see Jerry Lee Lewis perform, 
but when they came back, he was gone. 
Eventually, he was found in the grandstand, 
fast asleep on the bleachers, inches from 
falling through the bleachers’ gaps.  

“Scary, scary!” Cole said.  
Many of these memories and incidents 

were recorded in Happy Hollow’s own little 
newspaper production, years ago when fam-
ily members took it upon themselves to keep 
the Happy Hollow residents up-to-date on 
the goings-on.  

Cole remembers when Ray Howard 
played the trumpet for the Happy Hollow 
residents, waking everyone up in the dawn 
hours or playing in the evenings so Fairgoers 
could come dance in the Happy Hollow 
street.  

“When the Saints Come Marching In” 
was a frequent hit. Cole was fond of the 
gospel singers who sang in the Pavilion in 
those days. Music and laughter have yet to 
slow in Happy Hollow.  

Happy Hollow founders have fond memories
By Audrey Hall
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A jockey makes his way towards the finish line.
Emma Jackson won this year’s Pretty Cow Contest with her “Taking Dairy to 
Infinity and Beyond” theme!
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Sweet treats bandit has eye on Tinsley cabin
Thomas Tinsley and his family al-

ways keep sweets at the Tinsley Cabin 
237 and every year someone sneaks in 
late at night and steals some of those 
sweets. 

"My mom buys a lot of cakes and 
sweets for the week, and some of our 
neighbors will come late at night while 
we are asleep and get whatever they 
want," Tinsley said.  

Though Tinsley knows who the 
sweet stealers are, the Tinsley Cabin 
can't help but find humor in it.  

"We know who it is every time," 
Tinsley said.  

Tinsley's mother, Tracy Lancaster 
Tinsely, originally from Georgia, makes 
sure to buy many sweets for the Fair but 
she also always bakes fresh cookies.   

Thomas Tinsley said he once caught 
some of the Fairgoers who come in late 
at night to take the sweets but he’s not 
too worried about it. 

"They just grin and keep eating," 
Thomas Tinsely said. "We are all one 
big family."  

Thomas Tinsley loves the Fair and is 

happy his cabin can feed the late-night 
munchers.  

Thomas Tinsley is the son of Mike 
and Tracy Lancaster Tinsley, who live 
in Philadelphia. Thomas Tinsley works 
with his father at Tinsley Reality in 
Philadelphia.  

Thomas Tinsley has come to the Fair 
since he was old enough to drive.  

"I wouldn't be anywhere else in the 
world the last week of July," Tinsley 
said.  

One of Tinsley's favorite parts of the 
Fair is the annual car show that he en-
ters his Jeep in every year. His Jeep is a 
red 1983 CJ7 Sebring.  

"I got my Jeep rebuilt in 2016," Tins-
ley said.  

The car show is why Sunday is 
Thomas Tinsley's favorite day at the 
Fair.  

Tinsley is married to Anna Katherine 
Smith Tinsley, originally from Wesson 
and has a 3-year-old daughter named 
Katie Rea Tinsley. They live in the 
Sandtown community in Neshoba 
County.  

So far this year, Katie loves the giant 
slide at the Midway. 

By Sarah Watkins

Thomas Tinsley, Katie Rea Tinsley and Anna Katherine Tinsley 
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Chase, Jax and Tuff Parker hope to win a door prize at Meridian Day.

state through the crisis and said that throughout the pandemic Missis-
sippi’s economy thrived. 

“Last year during 2020 we saw $1.9 billion in new capital investment 
in our state,” Reeves said. “To put that into perspective, in the previous 
10 years before I was governor, Mississippi averaged approximately $900 
million per year. We did twice as good during 2020 than in the previous 
10 years and we plan to do even better in the years to come.” 

Why? Reeves asked. 
“The major reason is you, our workforce,” Reeves said. “You attracted 

that investment. You created those jobs. You really are second to none, 
and I’m committed to making sure our state invests back in you.” 

Reeves then proposed eliminating the state income tax, saying the 
economic growth was good for the state’s coffers. 

“Mississippi just ended our fiscal year having a budget a billion dollars 
more than was originally anticipated,” Reeves said. “This is because 
while the rest of the country shut down we reopened.” 

Reeves said Mississippi reopened faster than many other states. 
“I didn’t do the hard work,” Reeves said. “You know who did? You 

did. You woke up. You went to work. You provided for your family and 
you helped move our state ahead. In my view, because of that, you should 
reap the rewards. You should keep more of your paycheck. You’re the 
reason why we are in the financial shape that we are in and that is why I 
stand before you today to propose once and for all that we eliminate the 
state income tax in Mississippi.” 

Other speakers throughout the day included Mississippi Auditor Shad 
White, Attorney General Lynn Fitch and Mississippi House Speaker 
Phillip Gunn. 

Reeves 
Continued from page 1A
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Jon Walls in the Turcotte-Lee Cabin 872 
has traveled all over the world with his wife, 
Tiffany Walls, and he never forgets to take 
his Williams Brothers baseball cap with 
him. 

The cap was given to him by his cousin 
Owen Turcotte who worked at William 
Brothers General Store. 

Walls met his wife while they both were 
working in Switzerland, and they began 
traveling the world in November 2019.  

The couple visited such places as 
Panama City, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, the 
Caribbean, Columbia and Canada. Every-
where they went, the Williams Brothers cap 
stayed with them. They ended up getting 
married in March 2020.  

“Everywhere we went, we took pictures 
with my cap, and we created a logo based 
on that for my blog, ‘Around the Change,’” 
Jon Walls said. “My cousin, who sliced 
cheese for the Williams Brothers general 
store in Philadelphia, bought me this hat for 
Christmas a few years ago. I liked it and de-
cided to wear it all around the world.” 

Now Walls and his wife always make 
sure to take a picture of themselves with the 
cap in whatever country they're in.  

Walls, who is originally from Neshoba 
County, said he and his wife are going to 
study in Cambridge, England, in September 
where he plans to get his master’s degree in 
public policy, and his wife wants to finish 
her Ph.D.  

“We’re both quite studious,” Tiffany 
Walls said. “I'm working on my Ph.D. and 
he is starting his second master’s degree. We 
both like writing a lot, so that’s what the 
glasses in our logo represent. It represents 
us both but also represents each of our per-
sonalities.” 

Tiffany Walls grew up in Alberta, 
Canada, and this year is her first time at the 
Fair, a big contrast to her husband, who 
started coming to the Fair at just 5 months 
old. He took a long break from the Fair to 
travel and work for the United Nations, and 
this year is his first time back at the Fair in 
12 years. 

The Walls plan to continue traveling the 
world, and the Fair is just one of their stops 
with the Williams Brothers cap this year.

Walls’ cap has traveled across the world
By John Lee

Tiffany and Jon Walls
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Dawson Edwards, 10, and Ethan Henley call a truce after a water gun fight.
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Second place in this year’s adult art 
exhibit Randy Hayward Jolly won his 
ribbon with a painting titled “Feeding the 
Multitudes Southern Style,” a play on the 
Bible story of Jesus Christ’s feeding 
thousands with fish and bread. 

“Because he wouldn’t just serve fish 
with loaves of bread, he’d fry the fish, 
put it with white bread, a few fries, and 
some sweet iced tea!” Jolly said with a 
laugh. 

Jolly teaches at Mississippi College 
and is director of the Samuel Marshall 
Gore Art Galleries. He has taught for 45 
years now: 30 years at the high school 
level and 15 at the collegiate level. 

This year’s second-place painting is 
a mixed-media painting done mostly 
with acrylics but Jolly mixed in some 
sand for the gravel effect of the painting’s 
table cloth and added some stenciling 
here and there.  

Jolly has painted this theme several 
times; this marks his third attempt, but 
he has always gotten a good response. 

Religious themes drive much of his artis-
tic endeavors. Judas, for example, has 
featured in a few of Jolly’s other works 
that have been put on display. He’s been 
painting for fifty years, despite beginning 
his artist career as a sculptor and potter. 

“The Arts and Crafts Festival was ex-
tremely successful, and I won an award, 
what more could you ask for?” Jolly 
said. 

This isn’t Jolly’s first award, it’s his 
third. Born in Philadelphia, Jolly has al-
ways spent a few days at the Fair.  

“I really love supporting the Fair,” 
said Jolly. The Fair’s exhibits clearly love 
supporting Jolly, too. He judged the 
show, once, a long time ago. And he has 
a second painting on display in this 
year’s exhibit, titled “Naked Ladies,” 
featuring blushing red lilies. 

These art exhibits have allowed him 
to watch other local artists grow. Some 
of these artists have even become Jolly’s 
friends. And this year’s art exhibit has al-
lowed Jolly to re-enter the world of art 
shows with a bang. He is looking for-
ward to future successes down the road. 

Jolly wins ribbon for Bible interpretation
By Audrey Hall

Randy Hayward Jolly and grandson Zachary Tyler Heigle
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Hannah Darracot from Cabin 401 gives Remi James 
Sansing “Fair Hair.”
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Ford Gamblin, 9, and Minnie Gamblin, 10, explore the Fairgrounds.Huntley Willis, Elizabeth Willis and Boyd Willis smile for a family photo.
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A large crowd gathered early Thursday morning for the annual Late Night Sing at the Pavilion.
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Linda and Steve Murray decided it was 
time to have a cabin on the Fairgrounds after 
the birth of their first grandchild.  

Their daughter and son Missy and Jason 
would come to the Fair and stay with friends, 
but eventually, Linda Murray decided they 
needed a family cabin for the grandchildren to 
stay in.  

“I always tell my eldest grandson that we 
bought the cabin for him,” Linda Murray said. 

“Linda Murray has run the cakewalk for 

years. We enjoy the races as a family, but the 
reason we do the Fair is for our kids,” said Will 
Carter, Steve and Linda Murray’s son-in-law. 

Hanging in their cabin is a large painting 
by local artist Catherine Ann, purchased for 
Missy by Tate Reeves’ brother and sister-in-
law. It depicts a Southern belle figure with a 
large hat, stylish brown and green dress and 
sash.  

“Saturday morning we woke up and it was 
sitting on our porch,” said Will Carter of the 
gift. The artist darkened the portrait’s hair after 
meeting Missy Carter, to better match her, a 

past winner of the Miss Neshoba County Fair 
Pageant, and added “Miss Neshoba County” 
to the woman’s sash. Now the painting hangs 
in their cabin.  

Missy Carter signed up for the pageant be-
cause her piano teacher, Glenda Richardson, 
was the pageant director, and Missy Carter re-
alized by winning she would get out of per-
forming a piano recital.  

Missy Carter went through the pageant 
process with her high school friends and re-
called their going as a group to rent their 
evening gowns. Missy Carter also remem-

bered working for the Williams Brothers store 
and getting the week off to fulfill all her pag-
eant duties.    

Will Carter has participated in the Fair’s in-
famous chair races twice since getting married: 
when wife Missy Carter had an onstage role 
with the Miss Neshoba County Fair pageants. 

These days, the Murrays’ cabin bustles with 
children, grandchildren and foster children: a 
busy home for all the younger generations, 
with memories hanging on every wall. 

FAIR LIVING The Fair Times. B
FRIDAY

Missy Carter, Linda Murray, Peggy Carter, Steve Murray and Will Carter

By Audrey Hall

Special painting adorns wall of Cabin 345
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Gracie Bassett, Lakin Allen, Will Bassett and Carlton McNeer sit on the porch of their cabin that’s located on the edge of Happy Hollow.
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Paxtyn Jackson, 5Levi and Olivia Dennis of Cabin 95 tour around The Fair.
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Kids play frisbee down Sunset Strip.
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Tommy Williams, Charmie Weeks, William Weeks, Leighanne Weeks, Matt Weeks and Don Vares hang out at Granny’s Cabin.
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HARDY’s biggest fans Emily Goss, Karoline Lee and Kyndall Lee.Local attorney Wade White sponsored local crafts for the kids on Canal Street.
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Jordan Stribling and Townes Stribling do some porch 
swinging.

Kade Kelley, Kristin Kelley, John Blayton Kelley and 
Doug Kelley take a family pic.

Katelyn Watkins was the youngest car owner at the 
car show.
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State Rep. C Scott Bounds of Philadelphia participates in the political speaking.
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Lowell Lambert takes a nap on the front porch.
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Jordan Breazeale, 2, is all smiles on the Fair-
grounds.

Marley Jay Eakes, 11, Cabin 92
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Chip Joiner, Frances Davidovich and Huck Joiner enjoy their big Midway wins at Cabin 189.

Patton, Walker, Avie and Brandon Phillips enjoy a late-night card game.

Beau Cliburn snoozes on the front porch.

Beau Derek Wilcher enjoys a late night on the 
porch.
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Ross Nicholson and Cooper Goforth had their first mud fight!  
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PerformanceTherapy
Comprehensive Care • Hands-on Treatment • Proven Results

PELAHATCHIE

CARTHAGEBRANDON CANTON FLORENCE

RAYMOND

GLUCKSTADT

PHILADELPHIAMAGEE WIGGINS

PELAHATCHIE

CARTHAGE

BRANDON

CANTON

FLORENCE

RAYMOND

GLUCKSTADT

PHILADELPHIA

MAGEE

WIGGINS

When you’re in pain, nothing seems right. You miss out on your favorite activities. You 

may miss work and be unable to earn a living or provide for your family. At Performance 

Therapy in central Mississippi, we offer hands-on methods to relieve your pain and 

improve your function and mobility as quickly as possible.

Whether you are nursing a sports injury, suffering from chronic back or neck pain, 

healing from orthopedic surgery, or recovering from a stroke, you want a rehabilitation 

practice that gives you the time and attention you deserve.

At Performance Therapy, we’re focused on your recovery. Our physical, occupational, 

and speech therapists help people from all walks of life regain their physical function and 

mobility. Whether you’re recovering from a sports injury, stroke, or orthopedic surgery, or 

you’re suffering from chronic neck or back pain, you’ll want to visit the rehabilitation 

specialists who give you the time and personalized attention you deserve. We’ve been 

serving patients like you in central Mississippi since 2004.

The road to recovery starts
with Performance Therapy. 

10 Convenient Locations across Central Mississippi:

1883 Highway 43 South
Suite C
(601) 667-3144

1301 W. Government St.
Suite 104
(601) 591-7540

2990 Highway 49 S
Suite A
(601) 891-8179

464 Church Road
Suite 400
(601) 707-5943

1081 Highway 16 W
(601) 267-3241

201 S. Brooks Avenue
(601) 759-5006

720 3rd Street SW
(601) 439-7042

13010 Highway 18
(601) 857-2229

BATSON PHYSICAL THERAPY
711 Hall Street
(601) 928-6110

921 W. Beacon Street
(601) 650-0002

SPECIALIZING IN: PEDIATRICS | AQUA THERAPY | PELVIC FLOOR THERAPY | DRY NEEDLING THERAPY |
SPORTS INJURIES | CHRONIC BACK PAIN | SURGICAL RECOVERY | STROKE RECOVERY | SPEECH THERAPY | 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY | PHYSICAL THERAPY | WORK CONDITIONING | WORK HARDENING | FCE

START LIVING YOUR LIFE TO THE FULLEST POTENTIAL. 
FEEL BETTER-FAST. PERSONALIZED CARE. COMPREHENSIVE CARE. 

HANDS-ON-TREATMENT. PROVEN RESULTS.

Call Performance Therapy at (601) 650-0002 to schedule your appointment at one of our
Central Mississippi locations, or you can request one online at www. performancetherapy.info.
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Color the Fair

Ella Gibbon, 10, of Cabin 875 is the winner of this year’s Fair Times Color the Fair contest for her colorful depiction of the Midway.
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Snoop, a 1-year-old cockapoo in Cabin 929, is enjoying his first Fair.  
"Snoop has been people-watching and meeting other dog friends," said Kristi 

Skinner McCown, Snoop’s human. 
Everyone in Cabin 929 is excited to have Snoop at the cabin, McCown said, 

adding that everyone at the Fair thinks Snoop is the cutest thing.  
Lily McCown, the oldest daughter of Kristi and Jay, considers Snoop to be 

her baby.  
Kristi McCown is the daughter of Mike and Glenda Skinner of Philadelphia. 

The family owns M&S Furniture, and that is how their cabin got its name, M&S 
Furniture cabin. 

McCown has five children Lily, Caleb, Joshua, Isaac and Rose.  
The family and cabin members love playing board games and card games. 

The older children of the cabin play poker at night.  
With the help of Mike Skinner, the late George McKee built the M&S Fur-

niture cabin in the '80s and used old scraps of material. 
The McCown family's favorite part of the Fair is eating. 
"We all take a night to cook," Kristi McCown said. 
To Kristi McCown, the Fair is a place where she can unplug for the week.  
"Now that I have three adult children, I am so thankful for this week with 

them as they are each going out on their own one by one," McCown said.  
Other members of M&S Furniture cabin make fun of McCown for her love 

of cotton candy that she eats throughout the week.  
This year, Fair Cabin 929 has been full of puppy dog kisses, late-night poker, 

board games and family time.  
McCown's youngest daughter Rose loves the clothesline art competition. 

Every year Rose puts her art in the contest and is considered an inspiring artist 
by her mother.

By Sarah Watkins

Kristi McCown and granddog Snoop

Snoop enjoys first Fair meeting dog friends
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Paid for by Friends of Andy Gipson

Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce 

Small Farmer Raising Timber, Cattle, 
Chickens and Blueberries

Pro-Life Legislator of the Year 2014

Endorsed by NRA & Recipient of the 
2013 NRA Defender of Freedom Award

Ordained Baptist Minister

Southern U.S. Trade Association 
President

Husband to Leslie; Father of Joseph, 
Benjamin, Abigail and Sarah

andygipson.com

CommissionerAndyGipson @CommAndyGipson CommAndyGipson

Paid for by Friends of Andy Gipson

As YOUR Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce, I welcome you 
back to the Neshoba County Fair. The traditions here, the family time, the 
entertainment and fun have all grown from the roots of an agricultural 
event, much like the economy of Mississippi. I'm working for you to keep 
Mississippi's agriculture growing, our trade moving, and the supply lines 
flowing so we all have safe, healthy, affordable and abundant food. I'm 
putting conservative government to work for you.

- Andy Gipson
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Best friends Colton Bridges and Ansley DeLoach of Madison enjoy a night on 
the Square. HARDY visits with Anderson Burk, son of Griffin and Lindsay Burk.
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Max Ribes sleeps on the porch for his first Fair.
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Thomas Chipley, Jamie Chipley and Nikki Stokes enjoy front porch swinging at Cabin 351.Sydnee Wells, Camryn Kestenbaum, Gracee Wells and Anna Mical 
Burkes pose with MSU’s College World Series trophy.
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Lauren Pogue

Above, Micah Atkinson 
plays with his trucks in 

the dirt and rocks. At 
right, Montana Beckham 

gets ready for a stroll 
across the Fairgrounds.

Above, Chris and Pax Posey head to 
the Trace Adkins concert. At left, 
Cooper Willis hugs his dog Tucker.

Leslie Gipson and Jina Gipson hang out  in Cabin 148.



As Mississippi’s flagship university dedicated to  
the success and advancement of this state, we’re proud to 

recognize Mississippi’s Giant House Party. 

of leadership and fellowship.

the Neshoba County Fair has built a

LEGACY
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Bobby Wilbanks in Cabin 25 has been coming to the Fair for 
35 years, or, as long as he’s been married to his wife, Lisa.  

Lisa Wilbanks belongs to the cabin’s founding families. As 
one of the cabins located on the historic Square, Cabin 25 has 
plenty of history dating back to the very early days of the Fair.  

An early version of this cabin was a one-story building with 
its kitchen along the back wall, cut in half by the back door. One 
of the cabin’s founders parked his wagon on the spot of Cabin 25 
and claimed it for his family, who have been spending their Fairs 
in it ever since.  

Wilbanks enjoys the horse races, though he doesn’t go as often 
as he used to. These days, he likes to take the younger children of 
the cabin to the Midway or the Petting Zoo. Wilbanks also enjoys 
introducing first-timers to the Fair. He has grandchildren from 
Jackson who are experiencing their first Fair. “We try to make 
them feel at home,” he said.  

“I eat what’s in the cabin. We have good cooks here, so that’s 
no problem,” he said.  

Once a Fair, however, everyone eats out on the Midway to get 
the full Fair experience.  

For Wilbanks, this usually includes Penn’s and the lemonade 
stand, which always hits the spot in the Mississippi summer heat.  

Sitting on the porch and people-watching are Wilbanks’s fa-
vorite parts of the Fair. From Cabin 25’s porch, he has a great van-
tage point of the Square and the Pavilion. Porch-sitting and 
people-watching are grand traditions of Cabin 25 that Wilbanks 
looks forward to passing on to new generations of Fair-goers. 

By Audrey Hall

Bobby Wilbanks

Cabin 25 dates back to early days of Fair
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Family Medical Center - Airpark
A Division of Anderson Regional Medical Center - South

Dr. Michael Shrock, Dr. Samantha Mosby and Hannah Johnson, FNP-C, take 
pride in providing quality medical care for you, your family and your business. 

• Pediatric to Geriatric Care 
• In-house Lab & X-ray Services 
• Drug Screens 
• Preventative Healthcare 
• Worker’s Compensation Exams 
• Physicals (Pre-employment, 
   DOT & Sports) 

Monday - Friday 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Walk-ins are welcome! 
 

IF YOU NEED 
CARE DURING 

THE FAIR,  
WE’RE HERE!

1056 Holland Avenue • Philadelphia, MS • 601.656.8545
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Henry Ingram of Cabin 196 does a little swinging on the front porch.

Raylee Quick and Jase Reeves enjoy rides at the Midway!
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- Ronald Reagan

~Locally Owned & Operated~

12070 Pecan Ave
Philadelphia
601-656-6088

OpenMondaythruSaturday,10am-10pm

12060PecanAve, Philadelphia
601-568-5035

“...there isn’t anything like
this, any place on Earth.”

Cherishing our old 
Fair memories 
while making 

new ones!
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MIDWAY MADNESS

Alex Mars shows off his big Midway win.
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Tucker has 7 decades of Fair memories
“I’ve been coming to the Fair since Jesus was a boy,” said Lelia 

Brewer Tucker of Cabin 281. Her bragging rights come from 70-
plus years of attendance at the Fair.  

Tucker remembers the water pump by the Pavilion and what it 
was like to fetch water and bring it back to the cabin. She also re-
members what it was like to rely on outhouses and outdoor privies.  

These days, the Fair is a little more accommodating. Cabin 281 
is her family’s second cabin, and it has three stories, expanded for 
their growing family. This newer cabin also includes a big second 
story porch, which provides a beautiful bird’s eye view of the har-
ness and horse races.  

Tucker has many memories of the horse races, thanks to her 
cabin’s view. She remembers Charlie Wayne Therrell, the horse rac-
ing announcer and “the voice” of the Fair, who stayed in a cabin 
not far from Tucker’s. Therrell and his brother once owned a horse 
who ran in the harness races and collapsed on the Racetrack. That 
horse was buried with a memorial in the middle of the Racetrack.  

Tucker also remembers the Quarter Horses who ran on the Race-
track, who, without the fence between them and the ditch beneath 
Cabin 281, occasionally ran into the ditch and had to be fished back 
out. “But they’ve gotten everything fixed here, now,” Tucker said.  

These days, Tucker and her family get their Fair foods from the 
Williams Brothers store. “They supply us with our meats,” Tucker 
said. “We used to feed the whole Fair when we cooked dinner.”  

Tucker’s memories of 70 years of the Fair make for great stories, 
and with her growing family and accommodating cabin, there will 
be plenty of memories to make in the years to come. 

By Audrey Hall

Lelia Brewer Tucker



Page 3D, The Fair Times, July 30, 2021

Beau Byrd helps his Mammie whip up mashed potatoes at the cabin. 

Join us for an

ECCC Reunion!
  M o n d a y,  J u l y  2 6  •  1  p . m .
Fo u n d e r s  S q u a re  P a v i l i o n

  

Don ’t miss  the  
Col legians rock -n -rol l  band!
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Ryder, Chad and Riley White hang out at the Fair.
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Meet your Fair neighbor
Cabin #7

n Where are y’all from? We’re both from Madison. 
 

n What is your favorite ride on the Midway?  The Ferris wheel. 
 

n What is your favorite Fair meal? Corn dogs and snow biz!  
 

n What’s one thing you especially look forward to at the Fair? The people for 
sure.  

 

n How many people stay in your cabin during the week? 10 and we all share 
one bathroom!  

 
 

– By Maddy Dazet and Hannah Moore

Maddy Dazet and Hannah Moore

510 Hwy 35 South • Carthage, MS 39051 | (601) 267-6657 | www.ffb1.com | Member FDIC

The Neshoba County Fair has been a tradition & destination for making memories since 1889. 
Enjoy your time at the fair!

In the Business of YOU.
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Cousins Kade Kelley, 3, John Blayton Kelley, 5, and Kinsley Rose Kitchens, 2, walk around the track.
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Gabriella Bridges of Madison and Landry Johnson 
of Dallas meet Miss Neshoba County Fair Abby 
Seale. Best friends Jennifer Haggard, Robbyn Lee and Mylinda Commer celebrate their 39th Fair together. 
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People line up to take photos with Mississippi State University’s 2021 College World Series Trophy.
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History is more than a 

timeline—it is a thread 

woven through all of our 

lives. Pick up that thread at 

the Museum of Mississippi History 

and the Mississippi Civil Rights 

Museum. Plan your visit today at

twomississippimuseums.com.

Derron Radcliff, Tammy Caldwell and Destyne Philips with United Way of East Mississippi pass out fans and other goodies.
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AMAZING BUFFALO DIP 

 
Ingredients:  
2 cups diced cooked chicken  
1 (8 ounce) package cream 

cheese, softened  
½ cup blue cheese salad dressing  
½ cup hot pepper sauce (such as 

Frank’s RedHot)  
½ cup crumbled blue cheese  
¼ ranch dressing, or to taste  
 
Stir chicken, cream cheese, blue 

cheese dressing, hot pepper sauce, 
crumbled blue cheese, and ranch 
dressing together in a slow cooker. 
Cook in the slow cooker on high 
until heat through, about 20 minutes.  

 
PEPPERONI DIP 

 
Prep Time: 10 mins  
Cook Time: 30 mins  
Total Time: 40 mins  
Servings: 32  
Ingredients:  
2 (8 ounce) packages cream 

cheese, softened  
8 ounces sour cream  
2 (8 ounce) packages sliced pep-

peroni, quartered  
2 (4 ounce) can chopped green 

chilies  
 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F 

(175 degrees C). Stir in the cream 
cheese, sour cream, pepperoni, and 
green chilies together in a baking 
dish. Bake in the preheated oven 
until thoroughly heated, about 30 
minutes.   

 
SPINACH DIP 

 

An unbaked spinach dip. Unlike 
many other spinach dips this one is 
served deliciously cold. Enjoy! You 
can replace the red bell pepper with 
minced carrot or cucumber, or try 
using a combination of the three. 

 
Ingredient Checklist 
• 1 (10 ounce) package frozen 

chopped spinach, thawed  
• 1 cup minced onion  
• 2 cloves garlic, minced  
• 1 cup minced red bell pepper  
• ½ cup sour cream  

• ½ cup mayonnaise  
• 1 teaspoon ground cumin  
• ½ teaspoon salt  
 
Squeeze the water out of the 

spinach, and place the spinach into a 
mixing bowl. Stir in the onion, garlic, 
vegetables, sour cream, mayonnaise, 
and cumin. Season with salt and pep-
per. Let the dip stand at room temp 
for 1/2 hour for the flavors to mix, 

and stir again before serving. This 
dip keeps well in the fridge, covered, 
for up to 1 week. 

 
CORN DIP 

 
Prep Time: 5 mins  
Additional: 2 hrs  
Total Time: 2 hrs 5 mins  
Serving: 12  
Ingredients:  

3 (11 ounce) cans Mexican-style 
corn  

1 (4 ounce) can diced green 
chilies, drained  

5 green onions, chopped  
1 (8 ounce) container sour cream  
1 jalapeno pepper, chopped  
¾ cup mayonnaise  
10 ounces shredded Cheddar 

cheese 
 

In a medium-size bowl, combine 
Mexican-style corn, green chilis, 
green onions, sour cream, jalapeno 
pepper, mayonnaise, and cheddar 
cheese. Mix well. Cover and refrig-
erate until ready to serve. 

Cabin Cuisine

Dips make the best appetizers
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Lost & Found
The Mississippi Treasury has millions 
of dollars in our lost and found box.
See if any of this unclaimed money belongs to you!

1. Visit Treasury.MS.gov

2. Type in your name 
(or the name of a family member, business,  
or local organization)

3. Click GO! WHAT IS UNCLAIMED MONEY?
It is sometimes very difficult for banks, credit unions, 
utilities, and even retail stores to find the rightful owners 
of money. People move, families lose touch, and 
sometimes the money just sits there. After five years, 
these entities are required to turn that money over to 
the state to find the rightful owners, which is what our 
Unclaimed Money team does.

Scan to Search

Emma Riley is enjoying her first Fair at Cabin 323. Kohen Quick, Colbie Cain, Beau Cliburn and Briar Cain bond on the porch.
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Addy Kate Nicholson kickin’ it in her boots on the 
race track.Cecilia, 10, Sam, 8, Lilla, 3, and Slade Hebert, 2, enjoy games at the Midway.
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Micah and Sawyer Halfacre stare intently at the horse races.
HARDY and Miller McCarty, daughter of Kaitlin and Eli McCarty, pose for a pic-
ture.
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Sutton Ruth Webb loved her very first carousel ride!
Maddox McBeath, 9, Karter Brown, 6, Avie Phillips, 5, and Marley Claire Spears, 
3, at Cabin 953 play in the dirt. 
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Fair Times The Fair Times. E
FRIDAY

SWINGING AND SCREAMING

Jacks Breazeale, 3, enjoys his front porch swing.
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Pattersons enjoying cabin rebuilt in 2014
Terri Patterson has been coming to the Fair 

all her life and since 1977 she has been staying 
at the Fair.  

Her earliest memories of the Fair surround 
the carnival games and Midway rides. Patter-
son’s mother and father never owned a cabin; 

they always brought their children to the Fair.  
Patterson’s husband’s family did, however, 

so Patterson was able to stay with them when 
she came to the Fair. Her parents bought Cabin 
355 so that both sets of grandparents could have 
one week with all of the grandchildren. 

“We rebuilt our cabin in 2014,” Patterson 
said. “We tore the old one down because we had 
outgrown it.”  

Her mother sat in her chair planning and 
copying down the details of what she wanted 
for the new family cabin; Patterson’s mother 
had very specific visions for the future of her 
family’s Fair living arrangements.  

Unfortunately, Patterson’s mother and father 
both got sick, but Patterson and her husband 
were able to build from her mother’s plans. Her 
mother wanted, most specifically, for the floor 

plans to be very open and accessible. To have 
their families mingle in and out of both cabins 
was in her mother’s plans.  

“We wanted each family to have their own 
floor, so they could handle their sleeping 
arrangements however they wanted,” Patterson 
said. The back porches, however, were com-
bined so that the families could go to and from 
freely. “That was her dream,” Patterson said. 

By Audrey Hall

Terri Patterson and Patrick Patterson
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Ford’s Store remembered at Cabin 263C

Barrett Ford, Grant Ford, Sherry Ford, Kent Ford, Ramona Hill and Lucian Hill

Many Neshoba countians know of 
the old Ford’s Store out east almost to 
the Kemper County line. The descen-
dants of brothers Ross, Chet and BJ 
Ford make Cabin 263C home Fair-
week. 

Ford’s Store was a staple of East 
Neshoba County for over 50 years. 
The children and grandchildren of 
Ross Ford in Cabin 263C recalled sto-
ries over the weekend as great-great 
grandchildren ran around. 

The business was started by broth-
ers Ross, Chet and BJ Ford at the in-
tersection of Highway 16 and 
Highway 491 near Cooks Chapel. 

The store was a place for people to 
buy groceries, gas, hardware, have 
their oil and tires changed and a place 
for people to gather for discussions. It 
would be open from sun-up to sun-
down seven days a week.  

Ross Ford ran a milk route 
throughout Neshoba County. Kent 
Ford recalled that his dad made sure 
everyone got their milk fresh.  

“When he got out of the truck he 
would just hop out of the Ford truck 
with it still running, drop off the milk 

and keep going,” Kent said. 
Romana Ford, daughter of Ross, 

said people running for office would 
visit the store to discover what the 
Ford’s thought.  

“People would make their appear-
ance to find out what Ross and Chet 
thought about it because they could 
put the word or squash it fast,” Ro-
mana said.  

BJ was the oldest brother who 
would sit outside of the store and 
could spot anyone who would try to 
steal from the store. His spot was also 
the place where 10 to 15 men would 
sit around and discuss politics. 

Grant Ford, the grandson of Ross, 
recalls as a child listening to older 
men sit around and talk politics. 

“All these old guys would sit on 
the nail kegs and talked about every-
thing while I’m getting an RC Cola 
and Moonpie,” Grant Ford said.  

The Ford Store helped support the 
community by letting people buy on 
credit until they received their pay-
checks. They were so well respected 
that the business actually incurred 
zero bad debt when the brothers re-
tired and sold the store, family mem-
bers said.

By Payton Bishop
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Seven-month-old Presley Coghlan is chillin’ on the front porch.
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Jake Caldwell and Sarah Sanders enjoy fun at the 
Fair. 

Team work creativity from the Pogue girls in Camper #1 

Bobby Smith gives Mason Adkins lessons so he can become a future porch performer.
Ethan Murray and mom Mylinda Commer relax on the front 
porch.
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Jackson Pickering lives his best life at the Midway! Baylor Sharp and River Weems enjoy the muddy 
puddles! 

Mason Adkins and Camden Fulcher take a ride on 
the carousel. 
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Liza Kate Long, 13, 
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Suzanne Haynes, 6 Ally Byrd, 8, Cabin 927

Emerson Jackson, 10, Cabin 600
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