
By AUDREY HALL 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Thirteen contestants will compete for the 

title of Miss Neshoba County Fair on Monday 
night at the Neshoba County Fair. 

Pageant Director Jennifer Bounds said a few 
more contestants are participating compared to 
recent years and the contest will feature a few 
changes this year. 

“I have 13 outstanding contestants,” Bounds 
said. “We will bring back the modeling of Fair 
Wear and the girls will introduce themselves 

and tell what their favorite part of the Fair is,” 
Bounds said. “They will take part in interviews, 
an opening number and evening gown competi-
tion also. We are no longer a preliminary pag-
eant for Miss Mississippi.” 

The Pageant is at 8 p.m. Monday at the 
Grandstand. 

Here is a look at the contestants: 
• Kyleigh Laughlin is the 18-year-old daugh-

ter of Angela and David Turk. She is a member 
of Southside United Methodist Church. Kyleigh 
was involved in FFA, played soccer and was a 
Mississippi Scholar as well as an honor roll stu-

dent at Neshoba Central.  
Kyleigh is a member of the National Barrel 

Horse Association and High School Horse 
Association. She is a 2 time state qualifier for 
the 4H horse show and pistol shooting competi-
tor. Kyleigh plans to attend East Central Com-
munity College and pursue a degree in nursing.  

• Anna Caroline Stephens is the 18-year-old 
daughter of Amy Stephens and Don Grantham, 
Jr. She is a member of Bethsadia Baptist 
Church. Anna Caroline was involved in many 
clubs while in high school Bible, Crown, Sci-
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Philadelphia’s own Country 

Music Award-nominated 
singer-songwriter Hardy is 
headed home to headline this 
year’s Neshoba County Fair 
and just about everyone expects 
his performance to be a high-
light of this year’s gathering. 

“They’re in love with Hardy, 
and they’ve been looking for-
ward to watching him play,” 
said Jacob Williams of Cabin 
215 about his children’s excite-
ment over this year’s Fair that 
starts Friday and runs through 
July 30. 

Michael Hardy, or Hardy, as 
he is known professionally, is 
scheduled to perform at 8 p.m. 

Tuesday at the Grandstand.  
Hardy, a Philadelphia 

native, now lives in Nashville 
where he has written songs for 
such artists as Florida Georgia 
Line and others before launch-
ing a solo career that landed 
him three Country Music 
Award nominations earlier this 
year.  

Hardy's CMA nominations 

included Songwriter of the 
Year, New Male Artist of the 
Year and Music Event of the 
Year in association with his 
song “One Beer,” featuring 
Lauren Alaina and Kevin Daw-
son. 

Hardy is the son of Mike 
and Sarah Hardy, formerly of 
Philadelphia and now of 
Nashville.  

Other music highlights of 
this year’s Fair include a per-
formance by country music 
powerhouse Trace Adkins at 8 
p.m. Wednesday, Jordan Davis 
at 8 p.m. Thursday and Riley 
Green at 8 p.m. Friday all at the 
Grandstand. 

Friday’s Fair events include 
live music by local musicians 
on Founders Square from 1 

p.m. to 6 p.m. and the Harper & 
Morgan PRCA Rodeo at 7:30 
p.m. at the Grandstand. South-
bound will perform dance 
music on Founders Square 
from 9:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

Saturday will begin with the 
Heart O’ Dixie Triathlon which 
starts at 6:30 a.m. at Lake Tiak 
O’Khata in Louisville and will 
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The Philadelphia Police 

Department will host a Back to 
School Bash and distribute school 
supplies on Saturday at Northside 
Park. 

The PD will be distributing 
school supplies from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. to Philadelphia, Neshoba and 
Choctaw students in grades K-12, 
said Philadelphia Police Chief 
Eric Lyons. 

The department accepted 
donations such as Crayons, back-
packs, folders, glue and more 
from individuals and businesses. 

“Everyone in Neshoba County 
is welcome,” said Lyons of their 
first-ever Back to School Bash. 

Others are welcome to attend 
the event as well and to bring 
their children to interact with 
police officers who will be at the 
event, Lyons said. 

"We want the community to be 
more comfortable interacting with 
our department and police," 
Lyons said.  

The event will feature 
jumpers, basketball, face painting, 
games and a dunking booth 
where children can throw a ball 
and dunk a police officer.  

Police also will host a lunch 
that includes hamburgers, hot-
dogs, chips, drinks, ice cream and 
ice pops. 

In addition to giving children 
and members of the community a 
chance to interact with police offi-
cers, Lyons said, the event will 
help children and families get 
many of the school supplies they 
need before school starts in 
August. 

PD giving 
school 
supplies to 
families

BACK TO SCHOOL

Spencer Rea, a rising junior at Neshoba Central, shows off the essays he wrote on the state 
and national levels for the Technology Student Association. The national competition recently 
ended on June 26.

By JOHN LEE 
john@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Discussing the positive and 

negative effects of digital 
communication in schools 
landed Neshoba Central rising 
junior Spencer Rea second 
place in a state competition.  

Rea won in the “Essays on 
Technology” category of the 
state Technology Student 
Association (TSA) competi-
tion and competed nationally 
with another essay in the same 
category this summer.   

For his state competition 
essay, Rea discussed the posi-
tive and negative effects of 
digital communication in 
schools.  

“I argued that many 
schools across the country 
have switched to digital means 
of communication due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” Rea 
said. “Schools have utilized 

programs such as Zoom and 
Google Meets for online class-
es, and it allows students to 
work and collaborate in a way 
that is not possible without 
technology.”  

He then discussed the neg-
ative effects, such as the 
expenses of digital technology 
and required Internet connec-
tion, something not everyone 
has.  

Sedera Anderson, TSA 
Teacher of the Year and engi-
neering and robotics instructor 
at Neshoba Central, said Rea 
is a student with many diverse 
talents.  

“Spencer requires mini-
mum instruction and just takes 
tasks and runs with them,” 
Anderson said. “I am com-
pletely overwhelmed with the 
diversity in his capabilities. 
His essays were written quick-
ly, yet completely on topic. 
His communication skills are 

extraordinary.” 
For his national essay sub-

mission, Rea discussed air 
safety and the importance of 
federal aviation administration 
guidelines.  

“This essay focused on 
guidelines such as wearing a 
seatbelt during the takeoff and 
landing of planes, having a fire 
extinguisher on board at all 
times, where emergency exits 
are located, and the necessity 
of pilot communication,” he 
said.  

He also covered the recent 
regulations requiring CDC-
approved facial coverings 
while on a plane and that 
masks are necessary on planes 
due to the seats being tightly 
spaced with passengers sitting 
close together.  

“I enjoy writing, especially 
writing essays,” Rea said. 
“When Mrs. Anderson asked 

Rea places in technology competition

Miss Neshoba County has 13 vying

See REA, page 2A
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Hardy coming home to headline Fair
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Engagements & Weddings 
 
There is no charge for engagement and wedding 

announcements. Submit them to weddings@neshobade-
mocrat.com. 

The deadline for submitting engagements and wed-
dings is at noon on Friday before the Wednesday publica-
tion. 

Every effort will be made to run the announcement on 
the date requested, but space requirements and time some-
times prohibit it. 

Wedding copy must not exceed the equivalent of more 
than two 8 1/2 x 11 inch pages.  

The Democrat reserves the right to edit articles to fit 
space requirements and style. 

News of parties relating to engagements or weddings 
can be submitted. 

 
Obituary policy 

 
The Democrat publishes a standard format obituary at 

no charge. 
The standard obituary includes: service, burial and 

funeral home details, date of death, age, place of resi-
dence, a sentence or two of personal information (no opin-
ionated comments) detailing occupation, education, church 
affiliation, military service, listing spouse or children, 
immediate survivors (list only spouses, children, siblings, 
number of grandchildren, number of nieces and nephews) 
and pallbearers. In-laws, aunts, uncles, friends and hon-
orary pallbearers are not included in the free listing. The 
standard obituary may be up to 150 words in length. 

To list extended family and more details, there is a 
charge of $125 for up to 300 words total; $250 for up to 
500 words total; $500 up to 1,200 words total. Photos may 
be included for an additional charge of $25. 

Obituaries must be submitted electronically by funeral 
homes to obituaries@neshobademocrat.com no later than 
Tuesday at noon for publication in Wednesday’s edition. 
Any obituary not submitted electronically is subject to a 
$25 charge. 

 
School and community news 

 
The Democrat welcomes school and community news. 

Send to news@neshobademocrat.com or neshobademoc-
rat.com/submit. 

 
Of Local Interest 

 
Let us know about your events at least a week in 

advance. Send announcements to local@neshobademoc-
rat.com 

 
Tips and breaking news 

 
Let us know when you see news happening. Send tips 

to tips@neshobademocrat.com. News tips are encouraged 
and can be kept confidential. 

 
Sports 

 
Headed to a sporting event with a camera or have 

sports news, contact Sports Editor Steve Swogetinsky: 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Letters to the editor 

 
Letters to the editor expressing your views and opin-

ions (please limit them to 250 words or less) are welcome 
and encouraged: neshobademocrat.com/submit or directly 
to Jim Prince at jprince@neshobademocrat.com. 

 
How to contact us 
 
By telephone 
Telephone: 601-656-4000 
Facsimile: 601-656-6379 
Electronically 
neshobademocrat.com 
Facebook: /neshobademocrat 
Twitter: @NeshobaDemocrat 
 
Physical address 
439 Beacon ST 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Mailing address 
P.O. Box 30 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Advertising sales 
Joy Stewart 
601-676-0998 
joy@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Editor & Publisher 
Jim Prince 
601-676-0992 
jprince@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Managing Editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Sports editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Subscribe to the Democrat 
 
Subscriptions are $36 annually in Neshoba County, $40 
non-local, $25 for 6 months locally, $27 for 6 months non-
local and $43 annually Out of State. 
 
Subscribe online at neshobademocrat.com/subscribe. 
 
Founded in 1881 
 
The Democrat was founded in 1881 and has been locally 
owned ever since.

(USPS 377-160) 
The Neshoba Democrat is published every Wednesday by The Neshoba 
Democrat Publishing Co., Inc., 439 Beacon Street, Philadelphia, Miss., 
James E. Prince III, president. Subscriptions are $36 per year in Nesho-
ba and adjoining counties, $40 in other Mississippi counties and $43 for 
out of state. Single copy price is $1. Periodicals postage paid at Philadel-
phia, MS. 
 
The Democrat reserves the right to reject or edit any or all advertising. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Neshoba Democrat, 
P.O. Box 30, Philadelphia, MS 39350.

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
When Shemah Ladania 

Crosby was announced as the 
new Choctaw Indian Princess 
last week, she didn’t under-
stand her name had been 
called. 

“I was still looking at some 
of the girls, saying aren’t you 
the winner,” Crosby said. 
“And then they opened up 
their arms to me and I realized 
I had won.” 

Crosby’s was the 66th 
crowning, a tradition that 
began in 1955 and is held on 
the opening night of the 
Choctaw Indian Fair. Crosby 
becomes the official ambassa-
dor of the Tribe. 

There was a lapse of about 
an hour after the final compe-
tition before the announce-
ment. 

“It was extremely nerve-
wracking,” Crosby said. “I 
calmed myself down by listen-
ing to Beyonce and talking to 

the other girls. I tried to not 
think about it. 

“Then when the time came, 
I just burst out in tears. I still 
can’t believe it.” 

Crosby was sponsored by 
the Pearl River R.V. Park. She 
lives in the Standing Pine 
Community and is the daugh-
ter of Lane Denson and Oga 
Crosby. 

She said once she decided 
to enter the Princess pageant, 
it took about two months to 
prepare. 

“I wanted to be the pride of 
my people,” Crosby said. 
“Also, I wanted the people 
who passed on to be proud of 
me, too. All of my ancestors, 
particularly my grandmother, 
Lena Denson, the former first 
lady. She passed of COVID-
19 last year. I am so glad we 
are at the Fair this summer, 
especially after the terrible 
year we had last summer. 

“It took time to get my 
dress made,” Crosby said. “I 
love these dresses so much. 

They remind me of my grand-
mother. She used to make 
dresses like these.” 

She knows she has a busy 
year coming up. 

“Right now, I am looking 
forward to meeting all of my 
people who are here,” Crosby 
said, “And then I am going 
back to school and honoring 
my tribe the best way that I 
can.” 

Crosby graduated from 
Choctaw Central in 2020. She 
is entering her sophomore 
year at Mississippi State Uni-
versity. 

This has turned out to be a 
very good summer for Crosby. 
She was named the Choctaw 
princess and Mississippi State 
won the College World Series. 

“Hail State,” Crosby said. 
“I didn’t get to go to Omaha. I 
was preparing for the pageant. 
But I watched it on TV.” 

She is an anthropology 
major. 

“I wanted to learn about my 
Choctaw culture,” Crosby 

said. “I am half black and I 
also wanted to learn about my 
black culture, too. 

“Once I am done with the 
anthropology degree, I want to 
go and get a medical anthro-
pology degree. Then, maybe I 
can come back and help my 
tribe in the best way I can.” 

She has been a model since 
2014 and has had some pic-
tures published. When she was 
at Choctaw Central, Crosby 
said she was known as “The 
Model.” 

In her off time, she likes to 
do beadwork and enjoy time 
with her family. 

“During exam week, I love 
to paint my nails because it 
calms me down,” Crosby said. 
“But when I get back home, I 
play golf with my grandfather. 
Don’t ask me about my score. 
And, I go into the garden with 
him. He makes sure all of his 
granddaughters work in that 
garden.”

Shemah Ladania Crosby was crowned the Choctaw Indian Princess by Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben last Wednesday night out of 
a field of 13 contestants.

Crosby crowned Choctaw Princess

By STAFF REPORTS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Due to anticipated traffic 

congestion in the Neshoba 
County Fairgrounds from 6 

p.m. until 10 p.m. on Thurs-
day, July 22, a valid, properly-
placed parking permit will be 
required to enter, it was 
announced by the Fair Board. 

During this time, only 

Gates 1, 2 and 4 will be open. 
Automobiles without a valid 
permit will be asked to park in 
the outside lots, and parkers 
will be on duty for assistance. 

Temporary parking permits 

will not be available on July 
22, but will be available from 
Friday morning, July 23, until 
the end of the Fair, the Board 
said.

Fair permits required Thursday evening

me which category I wanted to 
participate in, I felt the essay 
would be right up my alley 
and work best for me.” 

Rea said this was his first 
national competition other 
than a short story competition 
in sixth grade.  

“The state TSA competi-
tion is where I first was inter-
ested in competing with my 
writing,” he said. “I’ve always 
enjoyed writing essays and 

short stories for classes while 
growing up, but I was never 
interested in competing until 
TSA came along.” 

He said he wants to 
become a lawyer and use his 
writing skills.  

The Technology Student 
Association is a national 

organization of students 
engaged in STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and 
mathematics) education.  

To learn more about the 
Technology Student Associa-
tion, visit www.tsaweb.org. 

Rea 
Continued from page 1A

end with an awards presenta-
tion at the Grandstand starting 
at approximately 11 a.m. 

An arts and crafts flea mar-
ket will take place on 
Founders Square from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday and a 
Neshoba County Fair Farmers 
Market with homegrown veg-
etables and produce for sale 
from 8 a.m. to noon Saturday 
in the Livestock Show Arena. 

The Harper & Morgan 
PRCA Rodeo will be at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday at the Grand-
stand before Dr. Zarr’s Amaz-
ing Funk Monster band closes 
the night from 10 p.m. to 1 
a.m. at the Grandstand. 

Other highlights of this 
week’s Fair include the 
Antique Car Show starting at 
10:30 a.m. Sunday on 
Founders Square; the Miss 
Neshoba County Fair Pageant 
at 8 p.m. Monday at the 
Grandstand; Midway rides 
throughout the week and 
more. 

The Veteran’s Memorial 
Service is on schedule begin-

ning at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday on 
Founders Square. Brig. Gen. 
Clint E. Walker, land forces 
component commander Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard, 
will be the special guest 
speaker. 

Hometown Proud will fol-
low the Veteran’s service 
beginning at 11 a.m. Tuesday 
on Founders Square. 

The beloved A. J. Yates Jr. 
Memorial Late Night Sing 
will be Wednesday night  
(1 a.m. Thursday). 

The final Friday of the Fair 
will include music by The Ver-
non Brothers at 12:30 p.m. at 
the Grandstand, and weather 

permitting, following the 
Riley Green show, fireworks 
show by Big Pop Fireworks. 

Mitchell Bros. & Sons 
Amusements will be open on 
the Midway Friday at 5 p.m. 
until 1 a.m. and each day after 
from noon to 1 a.m. 

The Exhibit Hall will be 
open daily from 8 am. to 10 
p.m. 

Season tickets for those 
ages 10 and older are $50, day 
tickets are $20 and children 9-
years-old and younger will be 
admitted for free.  

For more information 
about the Fair, go to neshoba-
countyfair.org. 

Fair 
Continued from page 1A



By DUNCAN DENT 
scott@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A woman accused of steal-

ing a pickup truck being 
unloaded at a cabin on the 
Neshoba County Fairgrounds 
last Tuesday is out on Bond. 

Aimee J. Mason, 43, 1720 
Road 339, was arrested and 
charged with motor vehicle 

theft, burglary of a motor vehi-
cle and possession of para-
phernalia. 

Records show she was 
released from the Neshoba 
County Detention Center Sat-
urday morning on a $40,600 
bond. 

Sheriff Eric Clark said 
deputies arrested Mason after 
the incident on July 13 at 

about 7:30 p.m. in the 
900 section. 

Clark said the 
woman reportedly 
stole a white Ford 
F350 parked outside 
of a cabin between 
Cabin 900 and Cabin 
910. He said the 
owner of the truck and 
a family member then 

pursued the woman 
through the Fair-
grounds. 

“I don’t really 
know what was going 
through her mind at 
the time,” Clark said. 

She was stopped 
near the horse barns 

and confronted by the 
owner, Clark said. At 

that point she attempted to flee 
on foot and dropped her purse 
which contained a pistol that 
had been in the truck along 
with an envelope containing 
documents related to the truck, 
Clark said. 

The owner and some men 
around the horse barns were 
able to hold the woman until 
deputies arrived, Clark said, 

and Mason was arrested with-
out incident. 

Mason was staying on the 
Fairgrounds in a cabin near the 
one where the truck was 
stolen, Clark said. 

Deputies who talked to her 
on the scene said she seemed 
“incoherent” at the time, Clark 
said.

Woman accused of stealing pickup at Fair cabin

Aimee 
Mason
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By DUNCAN DENT 
scott@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A man found unconscious 

in a vehicle in a ditch in west 
Philadelphia early Monday 
morning had been shot, the 
authorities said.  

Police Det. Bobby Pattillo 
said that the call came in short-
ly after midnight. Officers 
responded to a vehicle in a 

ditch right off of Cora Street.  
He said that they found a 

black male suffering from a 
gunshot wound to the thigh 
passed out inside the vehicle. 

The subject was identified 
as Lartrell Smith, 39, of 
DeKalb. He was transported 
by EMS to Neshoba General 
and then on to University of 
Mississippi Medical Center in 
Jackson. 

Pattillo said the vehicle also 
had damage consistent with 
gunfire. 

“The vehicle was a 2020 
Hyundai Sonata and it did 
have multiple holes consistent 
with gunshots,” Pattillo said. 

Pattillo said that they had 
no gunshots reported that 
evening through official chan-
nels prior to the discovery of 
Smith. 

DeKalb man found shot, unconscious

By DUNCAN DENT 
scott@neshobademocrat.com 

 
An early-morning traffic 

stop at Williamsville led to the 
arrest of two women and a 
man on meth and other charges 
last week, officials said. 

Jennifer Denise Wilson, 20, 
109 Indian Hills Spur, 
Choctaw, was arrested and 

charged with DUI-
other substance, care-
less driving, disorder-
ly conduct, no proof of 
liability insurance, no 
driver’s license, 
felony possession of a 
controlled substance, 
possession of para-
phernalia and no 
license tag. 

N icho la s 
Rush, 25, 
10450 Road 
545, was 
arrested and 
charged with 
possession of 
a controlled 
substance and 

possession of 
drug parapherna-

lia. 
Tiffanique 

W. Willis, 28, 
123 Ballpark 
Cove, was 
arrested and 
charged with 
possession of 
a controlled 

substance and 
possession of 

paraphernalia. 
Sheriff Eric Clark 

said that the trio was 
arrested during a traf-
fic stop on Wednes-
day, July 14, near the 
intersection of High-
way 15 and Cooper 
Williams Road.  
Wilson was driving a 

black Nissan Altima and 

was stopped for a traffic viola-
tion.   

Clark said that after a 
search all three occupants were 
found to be in possession of 
meth in felony amounts and 
were promptly arrested. 

Jail records show that Rush 
was released on a $10,600 
bond. The other two remain in 
custody.

Williamsville traffic stop results in 3 arrests on possession of meth

Jennifer 
Wilson

Nicholas 
Rush

Tiffanique 
Willis
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Opinion

BIBLE SELECTION

fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 
help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.         

                             — Isaiah 41:10 (ESV)

Biden’s demagogic voting speech
RICH LOWRY

Stop the illegals invasion
PATRICK J. BUCHANAN

If this is Joe Biden when he’s 
forceful and passionate, the 
country is better off with the 
passive and detached version. 

The president gave a thun-
derous address in Philadelphia 
on Tuesday denouncing alleged 
Republican voter suppression. 
Playing on the darkest fears of 
Democrats and layering on the 
adjectival overkill, Biden bla-
tantly distorted Republican 
state-level election laws in a 
frankly demagogic speech. 

If Democrats lose in 2022 or 
2024, his speech will provide 
warrant for Democrats to 
embrace a corrosive excuse — 
GOP foul play. 

This tack already got a suc-
cessful test run by Stacey 
Abrams when she lost in the 
2018 Georgia gubernatorial 
campaign. She refused to con-
cede and today almost all 
Democrats treat her, without 
cause, as the rightful victor. 

According to Biden, the 
GOP election rules are one of 
the most grievous affronts to our 
democratic rights ever. He 
called this push “the most seri-
ous test of our democracy since 
the Civil War.” Half the country 
left the union during the Civil 
War, and more than 600,000 
people died in a yearslong war, 
which obviously doesn’t bear 
comparison to, say, passing 
voter ID laws. 

At one point, Biden referred 
to “Georgia’s vicious anti-vot-
ing law.” As the president him-
self might say, “Come on, man.” 

Although it tends to be 
Exhibit A in the Democratic 
argument against GOP voting 
initiatives, the Georgia law was 
fully debated prior to its pas-
sage, and refined in the legisla-
tive process. The result is well-
crafted legislation that is not 

anywhere close to hearkening 
back to Lester Maddox. 

First of all, the Georgia law 
increases the hours available for 
early voting, and it preserves 
ballot drop boxes, an emergency 
measure adopted during the pan-
demic. 

Other key provisions have 
sensible rationales. The law dis-
penses with signature match, 
which Abrams has criticized as 
unreliable, to verify absentee 
ballots; instead, it asks that vot-
ers provide a driver’s license or 
state ID number. 

Where long lines are an 
endemic problem, the new law 
mandates that counties either 
reduce the size of precincts or 
add new equipment or workers. 

The law seeks to reduce the 
number of provisional ballots, 
which are hard for election 
workers to handle, by diminish-
ing a leading reason people vote 
provisionally, i.e., they show up 
at the wrong precinct. Election 
workers will direct such voters 
to the correct precinct. 

In the same spirit, the law 
says voters can’t request absen-
tee ballots later than 11 days 
prior to the election — because 
many absentee ballots are reject-
ed for arriving late. 

Even if you oppose every 
single one of these measures, 
Georgia will still have online 
registration, extensive early vot-
ing and no-excuse absentee vot-
ing. As Henry Olsen of The 

Washington Post points out, 
most advanced countries around 
the world don’t have all the dif-
ferent ways to vote that Georgia 
does. “If Georgia’s elections are 
undemocratic,” Olsen writes, 
“then almost all of our demo-
cratic allies are also undemocra-
tic.” 

Biden either doesn’t realize 
this, or doesn’t care — in other 
words, he’s either being reck-
lessly irresponsible or deeply 
cynical (and probably both). 

The presumption that mar-
ginal changes in election laws 
measurably affect turnout, a key 
assumption of the Democratic 
case against GOP election bills, 
is simply erroneous. Voter ID 
laws haven’t suppressed 
turnout. The Supreme Court’s 
Shelby decision ending federal 
pre-clearance of voting changes 
in certain states hasn’t stopped 
minorities from voting. And 
states that adopted no-excuse 
mail-in balloting last year didn’t 
have higher turnout than states 
that didn’t. 

Regardless, Abrams has 
proved that the charge of voter 
suppression is a powerful parti-
san motivator. Biden made a 
nod in this direction when he 
said, “We’ll engage in an all-out 
effort to educate voters about the 
changing laws, register them to 
vote, and then get the vote out.” 

Never mind that this 
wouldn’t be possible under a 
new Jim Crow. 

When it comes to juicing up 
his own supporters, the Biden 
speech may have been effective, 
but it wasn’t statesmanship — 
or remotely truthful. 

 
Rich Lowery is editor of Nation-
al Review,  a leading conserva-
tive magazine founded by 
William F. Buckley.    

Article IV of the Constitu-
tion addresses the obligations 
of the federal government to 
the state governments that 
were being asked to surrender 
aspects of their sovereignty to 
form our new Union. 

“The United States shall 
guarantee to every State in this 
Union a Republican Form of 
Government,” reads Article IV, 
“and shall protect each of them 
against Invasion.”   

Late in the War of 1812, 
U.S. forces held Fort McHenry 
in Baltimore Harbor through a 
nightlong attack but failed to 
stop an invading British army 
at Bladensburg, which 
marched on to Washington and 
burned the Capitol and White 
House.    

To repel a British invasion 
and the capture of New 
Orleans, and a blockading of 
the Mississippi, Maj. Gen. 
Andrew Jackson mustered a 
defending army that almost 
annihilated the invading 
British force. 

Half a decade later, Presi-
dent James Monroe sent Jack-
son to halt the raids of maraud-
ing Indians out of Spanish 
Florida into Georgia. 

Jackson stormed into Flori-
da, crushed the Indian tribes, 
sent the Spanish governor 
packing to Cuba and hanged 
two British subjects for collab-
orating with the enemy.  

Secretary of State John 
Quincy Adams persuaded the 
Spanish to cede the “derelict 
province” they could not con-
trol — or Jackson might 
return, and we might just take 
it.   

Madrid got the message. 
We got Florida. 

When Pancho Villa sent a 
raiding party across the U.S. 
border in 1916 and killed 
Americans in Columbus, New 
Mexico, President Woodrow 
Wilson sent Gen. John Persh-
ing and an army that grew to 
12,000 into Mexico to run him 
down.    

In 1954, after a million 
Mexicans had crossed over 
into the United States, Presi-
dent Dwight Eisenhower sent 
Gen. Joseph Swing to send 
them back. In the vernacular of 
the time, the mission was 
named Operation Wetback. 

Mission accomplished. 

Problem solved. And the point:  
America used to regard its 

southern border as sacrosanct 
and vulnerable, requiring con-
stant vigilance and occasional 
action to secure. 

And how is President Joe 
Biden handling his sworn pres-
idential duty to defend the 
states of the Union from inva-
sion? 

This June, 188,800 illegals 
crossed into the United States 
— a rate of more than 6,000 a 
day. Nearly a million have 
arrived in the six months since 
Biden swore an oath to defend 
the Constitution that obligates 
him to protect the states 
against invasion. 

As for “getaways,” 
migrants who enter illegally 
but evade contact with the Bor-
der Patrol and other U.S. 
authorities and then vanish 
into our midst, their numbers 
have been running at about 
30,000 a month. 

If the present rate of illegal 
entries continues, Biden, by 
the end of his first year as Pres-
ident, will have failed to stop 
perhaps 2 million illegal aliens 
from having breached our 
southern border. 

Biden is conducting the 
border policy of a failed state.   

And U.S. immigration poli-
cy is being set by people from 
Third World nations who can 
find their way to the Rio 
Grande. 

Why cannot we stop this 
invasion?    

Vice President Kamala Har-
ris was assigned to take charge 
of this task, but she redefined 
her mission as discovering 
what makes people leave their 
home countries and trek across 
Mexico — to come and live 
here. 

Good question: Why are 
people from developing 
nations leaving their home 
countries and crossing Mexico 
to get into the USA? 

After all, our academic, cul-

tural and political elites have 
told the world that America is a 
place of “systemic racism,” 
created by white supremacists, 
for the benefit of peoples of 
white privilege, where ethnic 
minorities remain oppressed.    

Why would such a country, 
of all 193 nations in the U.N., 
be, far and away, the first 
choice of peoples migrating 
from the Global South? 

Could it be that people from 
developing nations are not so 
ignorant as to believe this anti-
American progressive propa-
ganda? 

They know America is free 
and full of opportunity. That 
even the poor here have access 
to 12 years of free education 
for their kids. That they will 
find better health care in Amer-
ica than they can find at home. 
That there are programs here 
to battle poverty, hunger and 
homelessness.  

But from the standpoint of 
the nation to which they are 
coming, the illegal migrant 
millions present real problems. 
They consume far more in 
benefits than they pay in taxes. 
They are dead weight on the 
welfare state.  

“Biden is in a vise on bor-
der,” said The Washington 
Post Sunday headline, over a 
story describing the president’s 
border problem. 

But the only way Biden can 
have a political crisis on the 
border is if he is seen as failing 
in his duty to defend the states 
against invasion.   

Why is he failing? Either he 
can’t do what is needed to be 
done, or he won’t do it.   

America’s border paralysis 
is induced by liberal ideology. 

The left does not want the 
illegals coming here. “Do not 
come!” was the message Har-
ris gave the Guatemalans. But 
when it comes to the necessary 
toughness to stop the invasion, 
they recoil. 

Joe Biden is no Eisenhow-
er, no Wilson, no Quincy 
Adams and certainly no 
Andrew Jackson. 

 
Patrick J. Buchanan is the 
author of “Nixon’s White 
House Wars: The Battles That 
Made and Broke a President 
and Divided America Forev-
er.”

The Georgia law 
increases the hours 
available for early 

voting, and it   
preserves ballot  

drop boxes.
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illegals crossed into 
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rate of more than 

6,000 a day.

Neshoba County Sheriff’s deputies are 
now using a state-of-the-art radio network 
developed after Hurricane Katrina. 

The Mississippi Wireless Information 
Network (MSWIN) was designed with a 
simple, straightforward objective: Get the 
right information to the right people, in 
the right place, at the right time.  

And it’s working now in Neshoba 
County. 

“All of the communication shortfalls 
that we were experiencing are a thing of 
the past,” Neshoba County Sheriff Eric 
Clark said earlier this month after the 
radios were installed. 

Deputies have been issued personal 
radios that are compatible with the system 
as well as having radios installed in all of 
the fleet vehicles. 

“These radios will make the county a 
safer place and are already making our 
deputies safer,” Clark said. 

The Neshoba County Board of Super-
visors voted to spend $50,000 to purchase 
22 portable and 20 mobile MSWIN com-
patible radios in May. 

MSWIN is a P-25 700 MHz LMR pub-
lic safety communication system that is 
designed to provide 97% mobile area cov-
erage statewide via multiple sites. 

MSWIN is the only statewide interop-
erable emergency communication voice 
and data network available for use by 
both state and local public safety entities. 
It is designed to allow any manufacturer’s 
P-25 compliant radios to operate on the 
system. 

This type of system offers the follow-
ing benefits: 

• The ability to coordinate communica-
tions with other agencies or jurisdictions; 

• The ability to purchase radios from 
more than one vendor; and 

• The ability to share resources to 
enhance communications and control 

costs. 
Mutual aid/interoperability talkgroups 

are inserted in all MSWIN subscriber 
radios to ensure optimum statewide inter-
operability. 

Clark said other law enforcement agen-
cies in East Mississippi have already gone 
to the MSWIN radios and that’s beneficial 
to public safety. 

The Philadelphia police and fire depart-
ments are considering the move and 68 
other counties already have made the 
move. 

Out of the chaos of Katrina and a col-
lapse of communications, then-Gov. 
Haley Barbour formed a commission to 
come up with solutions to improve 
statewide communication among first 
responders and the MSWIN was born. 

“It is just a better system,” said 
Philadelphia Fire Chief Pierce Clark. 
“Everybody is going to it, and we don’t 
want to be left behind.” 

Philadelphia Police Chief Eric Lyon 
said the police department plans to move 
to the MSWIN system when the fire 
department does. 

We hope the Board of Supervisors will 
see fit to bring the county volunteer fire 
departments to the network as well. 

Neshoba County will receive $5.6 mil-
lion and the city of Philadelphia $1.6 mil-
lion in the federal government’s $1.9 tril-
lion federal American Rescue Act passed 
earlier this year by Congress to help local 
governments recover from the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

As a spending gauge, supervisors 
passed a $15.4 million budget for 2021. 
The city budget is around $7 million. 

Mississippi, by the way, will receive 
about $6 billion in total in the rescue act, 
which is equal to the state budget. 

Better funding law enforcement is 
always a solid investment.

Neshoba SO radios good call

JULY 25, 1941 
Miss Floyd Walton, daugh-

ter of Dr. and Mrs. B. F. Wal-
ton, former residents of 
Philadelphia, has volunteered 
and been accepted for the 
United States Naval Nursing 
Service. She is the grand-
daughter of P.W. Walton and 
the later Mrs. Roxie Walton of 
Stallo. Miss Walton, whose 
parents now live in Houma, 
La., graduated from the Chari-
ty Hospital School of Nursing 
on June 18.  

 
JULY 19, 1951 

James Hardy has received 
his degree in Forestry for the 
University of Georgia at 
Athens and has been appoint-
ed by the state as a Forester 
with headquarters in Calhoun 
City, Mr. Hardy is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. W.B. Hardy.  

Herman Alford, local attor-
ney was named to the City 
Electric Board Tuesday night, 
by the Mayor and Board of 
Alderman to succeed A.B. 
McCraw, who has been serv-
ing for the past ten years.  

 
JULY 20, 1961 

Glenda Moor, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. R.B. Moor of 
the Coldwater community, 
will be awarded the Neshoba 
County Youth Away at the 
Neshoba County Fair August 
7-11. This award is made 
annually to the youth of this 
county who has achieve out-
standing success in accom-
plishments, leadership, ability, 
contribution to the welfare of 
the community, scholastic 
achievement, and determina-

tion to reach the highest goal 
possible. Miss Moore graduat-
ed from Neshoba County 
High School in 1961, and at 
present is attending business 
school.   

     
JULY 22, 1971 

Alan W. Perry has been 
awarded the Sears Prize of 
$1000 by Harvard Law 
School. According to Dr. 
Sacks, the award is made to 
the two students who have 
achieved the best academic 
records in their second year at 
the law school. Perry will be 
returning to Harvard at Cam-
bridge, Mass. During August 
where he is a senior editor of 
the Harvard Law Review. 

 
JULY 16, 1981 

Three students from 
Neshoba Central High School 
were recognized and honored 
recently for demonstrating 
significant talent by their per-
formance on the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test. They were 
Bevin McCown, Scott John-
son and Terry Matula. 

 
JULY 17, 1991 

Students from Neshoba 
Central Middle School were 
among those from throughout 
the five-county district who 
attended a junior high girl’s 
basketball camp recently held 
at East Central Community 
College in Decatur. Partici-
pants include Kay Phillips and 
Brandi Allen. The week-long 
instructional clinic was held 
under the supervision of Lady 
Warrior head coach Sammy 
Pace.  

 
JULY 18, 2001 

Air Force Reserve Airman 
Lekario A. Clemons has grad-
uated from basic military 
training at Lackland Air Force 
Base, San Antonio. In addi-
tion, airmen who complete 
basic training earn credits 
toward and associate degree 
through the Community Col-
lege of the Air Force. He is 
the son of Gerome Clemons 
and Glenda Clemons, both of 
Philadelphia. Clemon is a 
1999 graduate of Neshoba 
Central High School.  

  
JULY 20, 2011 

The IN Sports, Inc. team 
took First Flight honors in the 
Warrior Golf Classic by 
recording a 13-under par 59 in 
the four-person select held 
June 30 on the Oaks Course at 
the Dancing Rabbit Hold Club 
in Choctaw. Team members 
include Jim Eakes of Philadel-
phia, Wes Kight of Louisville, 
and Greg Nowell and Jason 
Fulton, both Philadelphia.   

The Philly All-Stars 6 year 
old coach pitch team went 
undefeated to claim the Dizzy 
Dean North State Champi-
onship in Batesville. Team 
members are Kalee Grace 
Lathem, Alex Stribling, Grace 
Maxey, Karlee Cumberland, 
Marley Joiner, Neera Bell, 
Annalise Bell, Tiffany Jeffer-
son, Cadence Nickey, Tenly 
Grisham and Laney Turner. 
The coaches are Lee Cumber-
land, Heath Stribling, 
Michelle Lathem and Max 
Maxey. 



Larry Dewayne 
McKinion 

Mr. Larry Dewayne McKin-
ion, 69, passed away Thursday, 
July 15, 2021 at University of 
Miss iss ippi 
Medical Cen-
ter in Jackson, 
MS. He lived 
in Neshoba 
County all of 
his life. He 
was a truck 
driver and 
enjoyed fish-
ing. Mr. McKin-
ion was Baptist. 
He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Reese 
McKinion and Alice Rose 
McNeese McKinion. 

Survivors are his wife, Gay 
Lynn McKinion of Philadelphia; 
Daughter, Sharon Horn (Andrew) 
of Philadelphia; Sons, James 
Spears (Amey) of Philadelphia 
and Greg Savell (Deana) of 
Decatur; Sister, Kelia Williams of 
Philadelphia; (8) Grandchildren; 
(4) Great-Grandchildren. No 
services scheduled at this time. 

 
Bruce Davis 

Born on December 5, 1940 in 
Chicago, Illinois. He spent sever-
al years as a young boy and later 
teenager with his beloved grand-
parents in Illi-
nois and later 
in Sarasota, 
Florida where 
he met his 
future wife, 
Nell. He 
served several 
years in the 
US Air Force 
during the Viet-
nam era and was 
proud to do so. 
He earned many commendations 
and awards for his service. After 
the Air Force he worked mostly 
in sales and sales management. 
He was District Manager for an 
aftermarket auto parts company 
which required several moves 
within the United States. Many 
friends were made due to these 
moves. Also, he was in manage-
ment with a national Truck 
Bumper manufacturing compa-
ny where several of his designs 
we still see on older trucks. At 
one point he was part owner of an 
Import New Car Dealership. 
Until recently he was a silent 
partner in another car dealership, 
dabbled in antiques and enjoyed 
spending time at the farm in Mis-
sissippi.  

As a young father he raced 
with the SSCA in Dayton, Flori-
da and took his three sons to 
watch the action. He never lost 
his love of beautiful cars. He 
enjoyed boating and attending 
antique car shows. He also liked 
to travel and took many interest-
ing adventures while living in 
Europe. He always enjoyed 
exploring different areas of this 
beautiful country. After Nell’s 
retirement they revisited some of 
the places they had lived when 
young. Enjoyed visiting the State 
and National Parks.  

For every hardship the need 
was met with much love and sup-
port from his wife of fifty-nine 
years and their three sons whom 
he loved dearly. Steve and his 
wife Gwen, Don and his wife 
and son Bill. He was a kind, gen-
tle man and left an amazing lega-
cy. He will be missed.  

Hosie        
Chamberlain 

Funeral services for Mr. 
Hosie Junior Chamberlain were 
held on Saturday, July 17, 2021, 
at 11 A.M. from the chapel of 
Beck Funeral Home, with Rev. 
Merlon Coleman officiating. 
Burial was at Friendship Church 
Cemetery in Gholson, MS. Beck 
Funeral Home, Inc. was in 
charge of arrangements. 

Mr. Chamberlain, 73, of Pre-
ston, passed away on Saturday, 
July 10, 2021 at his home. 

He is survived by one daugh-
ter, Tammy Davenport and one 
son, Brian Chamberlain both of 
Anderson, IN, eight siblings, 
Doris Dixon, Willie Mae Ray-
ford, Min. Mamie Dell Trosclair, 
Albert Chamberlain, Frances 
Lewis, Mattie Coleman, 
Lafayette Chamberlain and 
James Chamberlain, nine grand-
children and four great grand-
children. 

His nephews served as pall-
bearers. 

 

Draven Keyes 
Hickman 

Funeral service for Mr. 
Draven Keyes Hickman will be 
held at 2 PM Thursday, July 22, 
2021 at Faith Missionary Baptist 
Church with Rev. Shelly Peoples 
officiating. Burial will be in 
Pearl River Community Ceme-
tery.  Visitation will begin at 10 
AM Tuesday, July 20, 2021 at 
Faith Missionary Baptist 
Church. John E. Stephens 
Chapel Funeral Services is in 
charge of arrangements. 

Mr. Hickman, 24, passed 
away Monday, July 19, 2021 in 
Philadelphia, MS.  He enjoyed 
spending time with his kids, bas-
ketball and stickball. 

Mr. Hickman was preceded 
in death by his brother, Jalen 
Hickman. 

Survivors include his parents, 
Tammy Shoemake and Donovan 
Hickman; daughters, Jaedah 
Bert, Cambree Bert; sons, Drae-
cyn Hickman, Jamery Hickman; 
sisters, Hildrecia Willis, Tamar-
icka Willis, Kyleann Martin; 
brothers, Dekameron Bell, Elliot 
Farmer, Jr. 

 

Audine Burrage 
Graveside services for Mrs. 

Audine Burrage were held 
Wednesday, July 14, 2021, at 
2:30 from Fellowship Baptist 
Cemetery with Rev. Allen Her-
rington officiating.  McClain-
Hays Funeral Home was in 
charge of arrangements. 

Mrs. Burrage, 92, of Philadel-
phia died Tuesday, July 13, 2021. 

A lifelong resident of Nesho-
ba County, Ruth Audine Burrage 
was born on August 6, 1928, and 
departed this life on July 13, 
2021.  She was preceded in death 
by her beloved husband, Olen L. 
Burrage Sr.; daughter, Brenda 
Bobo; son, Jimmy Wayne Bur-
rage; parents, Jim and Addie 
Clark. 

She is survived by her son, 
Olen L. Burrage, Jr.; daughter, 
Ginger Sistrunk; a host of grand-
children, great grandchildren; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.  

Her great grandsons served as 
pallbearers: Jonathan Osborne, 
Bryan Tyler Johnson, Pender 
Johnson, Garrett Myers, Riley 

Myers, Ethan Branning, Ellis 
Branning, Harley Burrage and 
Evan Branning. 

 

Daisy Smith 
Funeral Services for Mrs. 

Daisy Smith were Saturday, July 
17, 2021, at 5:00 p.m. from 
Damascus Freewill Baptist 
Church in Kemper County with 
Bro. Gene May officiating.  
Interment was in the church 
cemetery.  McClain-Hays Funer-
al Home was in charge of 
arrangements.  

Mrs. Smith, 91, of Kemper 
County, died Friday, July 16, 
2021. 

Daisy Mae Smith was born 
April 26, 1930, in Neshoba 
County and lived most of her life 
in Kemper County.  She was 
married to J. H. “Johnny” Smith 
for 64 years.  She operated J. H. 
Smith Grocery in Moscow Com-
munity for 35 years.  Mrs. Smith 
was a member of Damascus 
Freewill Baptist Church.     

Survivors include son Mil-
ford Smith; daughter, Judi Sulli-
van; four grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren.  

Preceding Mrs. Smith in 
death were husband, J. H. “John-
ny” Smith; mother, Claudie Mae 
Walker; father, Allen Walker; 
stepmother, Lottie Walker; two 
brothers, four sisters. 

 

Keith “Big” 
Williamson 

Funeral services for Keith 
“Big” Williamson were on Satur-
day, July 17, 2021, at 3:00 p.m. 
from McClain-Hays Chapel with 
Rev. Ruskin Clay officiating.  
Interment was in Cedarlawn 
Cemetery.  McClain-Hays 
Funeral Home was in charge of 
arrangements.  

Mr. Williamson, 70, of 
Philadelphia, died Thursday, July 
14, 2021. 

He was a native of Neshoba 
County and longtime resident of 
the Bloomo Community.  He 
retired from MDOT after 35 
years and served as ground 
maintenance supervisor for the 
Neshoba County Fairground. 
Mr. Williamson was a member 
of Ocobla Baptist Church.  He 
served in the U. S. Army 82nd 
Airborne during the Vietnam 
Era. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Jenny Williamson; daughter, 
Marcie Williamson; two grand-
children; three great-grandchil-
dren; sisters, Kathy Gray, Sandra 
Watkins; and brother, Ray 
Williamson. 

Preceding Mr. Williamson in 
death were his parents, Curtis 
and Dorothy Williamson. 

 

Skipper T.   
Burnham 

Funeral service for Mr. Skip-
per T. Burnham was held at 2 
PM Tuesday, July 20, 2021 at 
John E. Stephens Chapel with 
Rev. Hal Hall and Rev. John E. 
Stephens officiating. Burial will 
be in the Sandtown Cemetery. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Mr. Burnham, 56, passed 
away Thursday, July 15, 2021 at 

Rush Foundation Hospital in 
Meridian, MS. He enjoyed 
spending time with his dogs, 
Flash and Sweetie. 

Mr. Burnham was preceded 
in death by his parents, Marvin 
E. Burnham and Dorothy Morris 
Burnham. 

Survivors include his daugh-
ter, Brittany Burnham; sister, 
Kitty Stewart; brother, Graylon 
Burnham; grandson, Bryson 
Burnham; several nieces and 
nephews. 

Pallbearers are Marty 
Alexander, Gary Lillis, John 
Stewart, Justin Ward, Ricky 
Adams, Jason Adams. 

 

Cecil Apperson 
Funeral services for Mr. Cecil 

Apperson was held 2 PM Satur-
day, July 17, 2021 at John E. 
Stephens Chapel with Rev. Ben 
Jones, Rev. Tim Vowell, Rev. 
John E. Stephens officiating. 
Interment in Beatline Cemetery. 
John E. Stephens Chapel in 
charge. 

Mr. Apperson, 68, passed 
away Wednesday, July 14, 2021 
at MS Baptist Medical Center in 
Jackson. He lived in Beatline 
Community all of his life. He 
was Operations Manager of 
Apperson Construction and 
enjoyed working and spending 
time at the Neshoba County Fair. 
He was Baptist. 

Preceded in death: Parents, 
Francis Dee Apperson and 
Wilma Lavada Smith Apperson; 
Sisters, Hazel Pickering, Audrey 
Lagunas, Lucille Killen, Marlene 
Ainsworth, Anne Gordon, Ally 
Patrick; Brothers, Jack Keith 
Smith, Dewayne, Elburn, 
Wilburn and Don Apperson. 

Survivors: Son, Tommy 
Apperson (Gidget); Daughter, 
Crystal Myers (Grant); Special 
friend, Lisa Greenwood; 

(6) Grandchildren; Brother, 
Alvis Apperson (Vivian); Sister, 
Eunice Posey (Willard); Sisters-
in-law, Alana Jo Apperson and 
Brenda Apperson; Several nieces 
and nephews. 

Pallbearers: Chip Dees, Justin 
Williams, Brad Permenter, 
Matthew Darby, Chris Crowson, 
J.J. Jenkins, Kevin Wilcher, Alex 
Goforth, Chico Slaughter and 
Adanay Gomez. 

 

Katie M. Stewart 
Funeral services for Ms. 

Katie M. Stewart was held at 10 
AM Saturday, July 17, 2021 at 
John E. Stephens Chapel with 
Rev. John E. Stephens officiat-
ing. Interment in Sand Hill 
Cemetery. John E. Stephens 
Chapel in charge. 

Ms. Stewart, 86, passed away 
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 at 
Neshoba County Nursing Home. 
She lived in Neshoba County all 
of her life. She kept children in 
her home for many years. She 
was Pentecostal and enjoyed gar-
dening, flowers and raising para-
keets. 

Preceded in death: Parents, 
Luther Jackson Williamson and 
Samantha Goldman Williamson; 
1st Husband, Paul Hansel 
Nicholson; 2nd Husband, Robert 
Hamilton Stewart; Sisters, 
Wilma Mae Alexander, Lavada 

Harrell, Mavis Holifield and 
Loretta Williamson; Brothers, 
Curtis, Floyd, Clyde, and infant 
son Williamson; (1) Grandchild. 

Survivors: Daughters, Belin-
da Alexander, Debra Nicholson; 
Sons, Paul Nicholson Jr., 
Michael Nicholson Sr.; Sisters, 
Audrey Stewart, Mary Ann 
Hardy; Brothers, Paul 
Williamson, David Williamson; 
(9) Grandchildren; (10) Great-
Grandchildren; (1) Great-Great-
Grandchild; Host of nieces, 
nephews. 

 

Freddy L. 
Thrasher 

Funeral services for Mr. Fred-
dy L. Thrasher will be held at 10 
AM Wednesday, July 21, 2021 at 
John E. Stephens Chapel with 
Rev. Barry Fulton and Rev. John 
E. Stephens officiating. Inter-
ment in Plattsburg Cemetery. 
John E. Stephens Chapel in 
charge. 

Mr. Thrasher, 64, passed 
away Monday, July 19, 2021 at 
Anderson Regional Medical 
Center in Meridian, MS. He 
lived in Four Corners Communi-
ty all of his life. He worked at 
Pearl River Resort for many 
years. He was an avid hunter and 
fisherman. 

Preceded in death: Father, 
Sammie Thrasher; Wife, Mar-
jorie Thrasher; Infant daughter, 
Crystal Thrasher; Brother, Ricky 
Dale Thrasher. 

Survivors: Partner, Cathy 
Clearman of Bailey; Daughters, 
Alison McGahey (John) of 
Philadelphia, Valerie Thompson 
of Philadelphia and Charlene 
Ryals (Travis) of Plattsburg; 
Mother, Virginia Pettie of Four 
Corners; Sisters, Vivian “Bug” 
Rasberry of Four Corners and 
Connie Dobbs of AL; (7) Grand-
children; Several nieces and 
nephews. 

 

Kevin Wayne 
Smith 

Funeral services for Mr. 
Kevin Wayne Smith was held at 
2 PM Wednesday, July 21, 2021 
at John E. Stephens Chapel with 
Rev. Billy James officiating. 
Interment in Bethsaida Ceme-
tery. Visitation 8 AM til time for 
service Wednesday, July 21st at 
John E. Stephens Chapel. 

Mr. Smith, 56, passed away 
Saturday, July 17, 2021 at 
Atwood Personal Care Home. 
He lived in Neshoba County all 
of his life, was a farmer and 
worked at Nissan. He was an 
avid hunter and fisherman and 
also enjoyed refereeing sports. 
He was a member of West 
Philadelphia God’s House. Mr. 

Smith was preceded in death by 
his father, Clint Smith. 

Survivors: Daughter, Emilee 
Smith Patton (Trenton) of Wig-
gins; Son, Russell Lee Smith 
(Jasmine Allengary) of Biloxi; 
Mother, Martha Smith of 
Philadelphia; Sister, Sonya Ann 
Vance of Union; Brother, Billy 
Smith of Philadelphia; (2) 
Grandchildren, Emmalynn and 
Clint Patton. 

Pallbearers: Kenny Pierce, 
Glen Pierce, Brooks Vance, Lee 
Myers, Dwayne Copeland and 
Scott Moody. 

Mikeya Diana 
Joe 

Funeral service for Miss. 
Mikeya Diana Joe will be held at 
9 AM Friday, July 16, 2021 at 
Bogue Chitto Gym.  Burial will 
be in the Bogue Chitto Commu-
nity Cemetery.  Visitation will 
begin at 1 PM Wednesday, July 
14, 2021 at Bogue Chitto Gym. 
John E. Stephens Chapel Funeral 
Services is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Miss. Joe, 24, passed away 
Saturday, July 10, 2021 at For-
rest General Hospital in Hatties-
burg, MS.  She enjoyed spending 
time with family, playing stick-
ball with her mother and bead 
work. Miss Joe was preceded in 
death by her mother, Claudine 
Bell; son, Kaylub Jefferson. 

Survivors include her father, 
Jason Joe; daughter, Jakaylee 
Kenai Jefferson; son, Sylas 
Dewayne Jefferson; sister, Ruby 
Ann John; brothers, Dregen Joe, 
Richard John, Jr., Braxton John. 

 

By SPECIAL REPORTS 
scott@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Faith Shumaker, Distin-

guished Young Woman of 
Neshoba County, will be one of 
29 Mississippi high school sen-
iors competing for more than 
$28,900 in college scholarships 
when the 2022 Distinguished 

Young Women of Mississippi 
Program gets underway Thurs-
day in Meridian. 

The state program is now in 
its 65th year celebrating and 
spotlighting outstanding 
achievements of the state’s best 
and brightest high school girls. 
The three nights of competition 
at The Evangel Temple con-

cludes Saturday. 
Curtains open 7:30 

p.m. on Thursday and 
Friday; 8 p.m. Satur-
day. Faith, the daughter 
of Reggie and Tammy 
Shumaker of Philadel-
phia, attends Neshoba 
Central High School. 

Her academic 

accompl i shmen t s , 
membership and hob-
bies include National 
Honor Society, Beta 
Club, Mu Alpha Theta, 
FBLA, and the Rock-
ettes Dance Team. She 
plans to attend Missis-
sippi State University 

to pursue a career as a 

Sports Broadcaster. During the 
week-long program, contestants 
are evaluated on scholastic 
achievement, fitness, self-
expression, talent and interview. 

Shumaker has chosen a Lyri-
cal Dance presentation of “Hold 
On To Me” for her talent. 

Reserved tickets for the 2022 
Distinguished Young Women 

Program are available for $60 
for a three-night package. Gen-
eral admission tickets are avail-
able for $45 for a three night 
package, or may be purchased 
for individual evenings: $15, 
Thursday; $15, Friday; and $20, 
Saturday. Tickets may be 
obtained by calling 601-480-
3438. 
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Larry 
McKinion

MRS. AUDINE BURRAGE 
GRAVESIDE SERVICE 

JULY 14 
INTERMENT  

FELLOWSHIP  
CEMETERY 

 
MR. KEITH “BIG” 

WILLIAMSON 
SERVICES JULY 15 

MCCLAIN-HAYS CHAPEL 
INTERMENT  
CEDARLAWN  
CEMETERY 

 
MRS. DAISY SMITH 
SERVICES JULY 17 

DAMASCUS FREEWILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

INTERMENT DAMASCUS 
FREEWILL CEMETERY

McClain-Hays 
Funeral Home 

601-656-1212 
www.mcclainhays.com

MS. MIKEYA DIANA JOE 
9 AM FRI., JULY 16, 2021 

BOGUE CHITTO GYM 
BOGUE CHITTO 

 COMMUNITY CEM. 
 

MRS. J’ONIQUE  
HICKMAN THOMAS 

2 PM FRI., JULY 16, 2021 
STANDING PINE FACILITY 

BUILDING 
STANDING PINE  

COMMUNITY CEM. 
 

MS. KATIE M. STEWART 
10 AM SAT., JULY 17, 2021 

JOHN E. STEPHENS 
CHAPEL                     

SAND HILL CEMETERY 
 

MR. CECIL APPERSON 
2 PM SAT., JULY 17, 2021 

JOHN E. STEPHENS 
CHAPEL 

BEATLINE CEMETERY 
 

MR. SKIPPER T.  
BURNHAM 

2 PM TUES., JULY 20, 
2021 

JOHN E. STEPHENS 
CHAPEL 

SANDTOWN CEMETERY 
 

MR. FREDDY THRASHER 
10 AM WED., JULY 21, 

2021               
JOHN E. STEPHENS 

CHAPEL 
PLATTSBURG CEMETERY          

 
MR. KEVIN WAYNE SMITH 
2 PM WED., JULY 21, 2021 

JOHN E. STEPHENS 
CHAPEL 

BETHSAIDA CEMETERY 
 

MR. DRAVEN KEYES 
HICKMAN 

2 PM THURS., JULY 22, 
2021 

FAITH MISSIONARY  
BAPTIST CHURCH 

PEARL RIVER CEMETERY 
 

MR. LARRY MCKINION 
CREMATION

812 Pecan Avenue • P.O. Box 34 
Philadelphia • 601-656-1515 

www.johnestephenschapel.com 
Our Family Serving Your Family

10460 Rd 561 
Philadelphia 
601-656-1191 

www.beckfuneralhomeinc.com

MR. HOSIE JUNIOR 
CHAMBERLAIN 

11 A.M. SAT., JULY 17, 
2021 

BECK FUNERAL HOME 
CHAPEL 

INTERMENT 
FRIENDSHIP  

CEMETERY, GHOLSON

Pastor David Storment

OBITUARIES

East Central Community 
College invites all alumni, stu-
dents and friends to attend EC 
Day at the Fair Monday, July 
26 during the annual Neshoba 

County Fair. 
The annual event kicks off 

at 1 p.m. at the Pavilion with a 
performance by the Collegians 
rock-n-roll band, a Fair tradi-

tion for more than 25 years. 
Also making an appearance 

will be the Warrior cheerlead-
ers and the Centralettes dance 
line. 

East Central Community 
College President Dr. Brent 
Gregory, who just completed 
his first year leading his alma 
mater, will be in attendance and 

provide brief remarks.  
Representatives from the 

college’s student services, 
alumni and athletics offices 
will also be on hand to provide 

free popsicles, athletics sched-
ules, promotional items and 
door prizes.

East Central Community College Day at the Fair set for Monday

Shumaker competing for Distinguished Young Woman

Bruce 
Davis

Faith 
Shumaker
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Peace with God through Christ

This Devotional and Directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all of us to, 
attend worship services. If your church is not listed this week, please look in next week’s edition. 

Getting the Message/Rev. Chris Shelton

The book of Acts is the inspired account 
of the Lord Jesus Christ building his church 
through the proclamation of the gospel. He 
commanded his apostles to begin in 
Jerusalem with the Jewish people, proceed 
to the surrounding areas in Judea and 
Samaria, and from there go to the end of 
the earth. 

In this passage we see the gospel go to 
Cornelius, a Roman Centurion, and his 
family and friends, who were Gentiles. 
This is a great shift in redemptive history. 
This was promised in the prophets, but it 
was obscure and it is stunning to the Jewish 
Christians who witness it. Their astonish-
ment should make us pause and reflect on 
the wonder that the Lord directed the 
gospel to come to us. 

Peter and six of his Jewish Christian 
companions accompany messengers back 
to Caesarea and the home of Cornelius. 
Cornelius had assembled his family and 
friends for the arrival of the apostle with 
great anticipation. His desires are so great 
that when Peter arrives, Cornelius falls 
down before him and worships. Peter cor-
rects his misplaced reverence, lifts him up, 
and asks why Cornelius sent for him. 

Cornelius recounts to Peter the story of 
the angel appearing to him and the instruc-
tions to send messengers for Peter. After 
thanking Peter for coming, he says, “Now 
therefore we are all here in the presence of 
God to hear all that you have been com-
manded by the Lord” (verse 33). 

There are many people present, and they 
regard themselves as in the presence of 
God to hear the word Peter has been given 
by the Lord. You could not find a more 
attentive audience.  Their fearful yet fervent 
attentiveness should also make us consider 
our own regard for hearing God’s word. 

Peter proceeds to tell them about Christ. 
I have watched PBS fundraising shows 
with noted speakers on health and other 
subjects. The audience is hanging on every 
word. This is information they have come 
to hear. You’ve no doubt been in an audi-
ence where the speaker and his subject held 
the rapt attention of all there. Cornelius and 
his friends want to hear about Christ. 

What does Peter say about Him? He 
says He is Lord of all (verse 36). That 

means He is Lord of both Jew and Gentile, 
but it also means Christ Jesus is the eternal 
begotten Son of God. He always has been 
and always will be Lord of all. He is the 
Alpha and the Omega (Rev. 1:8). When we 
look upon Christ we first look upon the 
majestic Son of God through whom all 
things were made. 

When we look upon Jesus as a man, He 
was a holy man, a man who sought and did 
all the holy will of God. His nature as man 
has a subsistence, or union, with the Son of 
God, so that he is one person with these 
two distinct natures. 

When Peter speaks of Christ, he speaks 
of peace with God through Him. God looks 
first upon Christ. He looks upon whatever 
is good and lovely as in the Son of God. 
When we embrace Christ by faith we 
embrace the love of the Father. 

Peter says Christ was anointed with the 
Holy Spirit and with power (verse 38). He 
went about doing good and delivering peo-
ple from the power of the devil. We see the 
eternal majesty of Christ combined with 
meekness and the heart of a servant. He 
came not to be served but to serve others, 
even though he was the Son of God. Cor-
nelius, a Roman commander, would have 
been awed at these truths. 

Jesus spoke of sinners he saved as sheep 
and he said that He was the Good Shepherd 
who lay down his life for his sheep. He 
said, “The thief comes only to steal, kill, 
and destroy. I came that they may have life, 
and have it abundantly” (John 10). 

He spoke words of life to the poor 
Samaritan woman, the anxious tax collec-
tor, the distressed Canaanite mother, and 
many others. Now there is a room full of 
Gentiles, who have heard of his greatness, 
hearing of His goodness and grace. Peter 
says, “God was with him” (verse 38).  

The Lord Jesus must have pre-eminence 
above all things in the hearts of His people. 
We must first make him our Savior and 
then we will find Him as our peace.  Peter 
spoke to these Gentiles about the majesty 
of Christ and the good news from God that 
was in His name. And as we will see next 
week, they listened and believed. 

The Rev. Chris Shelton is pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Union.

EPISCOPAL 
ST. FRANCIS 
EPISCOPAL, Saint Francis Dr., 656-
2938 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
KINGDOM HALL OF, JEHOVAH’S 
Hwy. 16 E., 656-9986 
PENTECOSTAL 
BETHLEHEM 
PENTECOSTAL 
18010 Hwy. 25 S., 662-724-4179 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL 
1104 Kosciusko Rd., 656-3290 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
OF HOUSE 
656-3303 
MCCLAIN CHAPEL, PENTE-
COSTAL 
Off Hwy. 16 E., 656-4459 
NEW ZION PENTECOSTAL 
11421 Road 387, 656-5665 
NORTH BEND UNITED, PENTE-
COSTAL 
14541 Hwy 21 N., 601-656-7824 
NORTHSIDE PENTECOSTAL 
10170 Rd. 561, 601-575-2100 

SMALLWOOD 
PENTECOSTAL 
RR 8, Box 183, 773-8677 
PRESBYTERIAN 
CAROLINA PRESBYTERIAN 
Rd. 123, Dowdville comm., 656-2556 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
533 Main St., 656-4312 
OTHER 
BOGUE CHITTO INDIAN MIS-
SION 
Hwy. 491, 285-6739 
CARVER AVE. 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 
CHURCH 
251 Carver Ave., 656-5248 
CHRISTIAN LIFE 
TABERNACLE 
17261 Road 602, 656-1201 
DEEMER CHURCH OF JESUS 
NAME 
1624 Road 505, 656-8700 
FAITH FELLOWSHIP 
1006 E. Main St., 656-8722 
FAMILY WORSHIP 
Hwy. 15 N., 656-5600 

GOD’S TABERNACLE 
929 Loper St., 656-3565 
HOLY ROSARY INDIAN, MISSION 
10131 Holy Rosary Rd., 656-2880 
JERUSALEM TEMPLE 
414 Ivy St., 656-5339 
THE WORD OF GOD CHURCH 
231 Line Ave., 575-1942 
MACEDONIA REVIVAL, CENTER 
14050 Hwy. 19 N., 656-3634 
PEARL RIVER 
MENNONITE CHURCH 
13301 Hwy. 16 W 
562-5274 
PHILADELPHIA CHURCH OF, 
LORD 
1029 Road 383, 656-0201 
SANCTUARY MINISTRIES, Hwy. 
16 E. (Next to Bobby’s Country Store) 
663-6310 or 601-663-6290 
BAPTIST 
ANTIOCH BAPTIST 
10791 Road 4306, 986-8771 
BEACON STREET BAPTIST 
895 W. Beacon St., 656-4620 
BEATLINE BAPTIST 
13180 Road 505, 656-9216 

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has 

come:  The old has gone, the 
new is here!.” 

— 1 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)



By JOHN LEE 
john@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Philadelphia’s Landry Payne 

took the stage representing 
Neshoba County in the 2021 
Miss Hospitality competition 
last week and placed fourth 
alternate overall.  

Payne was also one of the 
top three out of the 36 total 
competitors in the speech com-
petition, where she presented a 
speech she wrote about Missis-
sippi and why people should 
come to visit the Magnolia 
State. 

Payne will present the 
speech during the Miss Nesho-
ba County Fair Pageant on 
Monday night.  

“I formed amazing friend-
ships with the other contestants, 
and I can’t wait to see where life 
takes them,” Payne said. “It did-
n’t feel like we were competing 
against each other, we were just 
doing our best and having fun.”  

Payne said she was shocked 
when they called her name for 
the Top 10. She had done her 
best, but she still was not 

expecting it.  
“I’m thankful I got to repre-

sent Neshoba County and that I 
represented it well,” she said. “I 

also got to participate in other 
amazing things, like volunteer-
ing for Extra Table in Hatties-
burg, where we packaged rice 

bags and colored the boxes for 
them. Those boxes will be dis-
tributed throughout the state.” 

Since Payne placed in the 

overall top five of the competi-
tion and placed third in the 
speech competition, she 
received an estimated total of 
$2,000 in scholarship monies 
for the upcoming school year.  

Sara Hederman of Ridge-
land placed third alternate, Cas-
sidy Young of Pontotoc placed 
second alternate, Becca 
Childers of New Albany placed 
first alternate and the winner 
overall, Mississippi’s Miss Hos-
pitality, was Jane Granberry of 
Hattiesburg. 

Payne’s mother, Cindy 
Payne, said her daughter 
worked very hard and per-
formed well in the pageant held 
in Hattiesburg at the historic 
Saenger Theater. 

“Landry had a blast this 
week making friends and work-

ing with the Miss Hospitality 
staff,” Cindy Payne said. “She is 
also receiving scholarship 
money for the upcoming school 
year for her accomplishments in 
speech and placing in the top 
five overall.” 

Laura Bailey, director of 
Miss Hospitality for Neshoba 
County, said Payne represented 
Neshoba County well.  

“I am very proud of Landry,” 
Bailey said.  

Payne will continue her 
reign of Miss Hospitality for 
Neshoba through the rest of the 
year, as well as Little Miss Hos-
pitality for Neshoba, Katie 
James. 

To learn more, visit misshos-
pitality.net.

Neshoba County Jail Dock-
et from 7/12-7/19 

• Joseph Beard, 26, of 245 
Cora St; carry concealed 
weapon-gun 

• Reanna M Bell, 31, of 134 
Oswald Rd; driving under the 
influence-1st offense, leaving 
the scene unattended vehicle 

• Sam Addison Callahan, 
22, of 11372 Rd 349; con-
tempt of court 

• John Nathan Davis, 34, of 
10343 Rd 393; hold for other 
agency 

• Jackie Dunn, 40, of 10351 
Rd 573; contempt of court, 
theft of utilities 

• William Scottey Dunn, 44, 
of 10011 Rd 313; hold for 
investigations 

• Jessica Ferguson, 38, of 
11871 Hwy 221; hold for 
investigations 

• Stanley L Goodin, 59, of 
11620 Hwy 482; indictment 

• Lasamuel Lamont Harris, 
28, of 1213 Carthage Rd, 
Camden; hold for investiga-
tions, burglary-dwelling house, 
motor vehicle theft-felony 

• Robert Hickman, 34, of 
243 Carvar Ave; possession of 
firearm by convicted felon, no 
insurance, suspended drivers 
license, careless driving, pos-
session of a stolen firearm, 
child restraint law, possession 
of controlled substance 

• Phillip Cole Johnson, 25, 
of 129 Jericho Rd; hold for 
other agency 

• Aimee J Mason, 43, of 
1720 Rd 339; possession of 
paraphernalia, burglary of a 
motor vehicle, motor vehicle 
theft-felony 

• Nicholas Rush, 25, of 
10450 Rd 545; possession of 
controlled substance, posses-
sion of paraphernalia 

• Joel J Thomas, 39, of 304 
Lagoon Rd; failure to appear 

• Tiffanique W Willis, 28, of 
123 Ballpark Cove; hold for 
investigations, possession of 
controlled substance, posses-
sion of paraphernalia 

• Jennifer Denis Wilson, 20, 
of 109 Indian Hills Spur; driv-
ing under the influence other 
substance, careless driving, 
disorderly conduct, no insur-
ance, no drivers license, pos-
session of controlled sub-
stance, no license tag, pos-
session of paraphernalia 

• Lewis S Baskin, 45, of 
3755 Mellen Rd, DeKalb; pos-
session of controlled sub-
stance 

• Cenika Black, 38, of 21 
Eastover Dr; contempt of court 

• Cenika Black, 38, of 21 
Eastover Dr; contempt of court 

• Tyler Dennis Bozeman, 
29, of 12010 Rd 743; disturb-
ing the peace, public drunk 

• Jacob Hunter Brown, 19, 
of 105 Wood St; hold for 
investigations, false ID infor-
mation, petit larceny-less than 
$1000.00 

• Shalondria Deann Carter, 
32, of 134 Woodcrest; failure 
to appear 

• Shanndoly M Clemons, 
31, of 238 Oswald Rd; con-

tempt of court 
• Kenneth Culberson, 42, of 

202 Reed Ridge Cir, Starkville; 
contempt of court, failure to 
appear 

• Tamara Fulton Dolan, 42, 
of 10021 Rd 575; possession 
of paraphernalia, possession 
of controlled substance 

• Arron Fulton, 37, of 1095 
Shuqualak Rd, Preston; con-
tempt of court, failure to 
appear 

• Dustin Shane Holley, 29, 
of 488 Jessie White Rd, Noxa-

pator; failure to appear 
• Kenneth Lamorris Ingram, 

49, of 123 Sally Cole Rd, 
DeKalb; possession of con-
trolled substance 

• Gabrielle Lyons, 24, of 
12120 N ST E29, Union; con-
tempt of court 

• Ladaryl N Moore, 39, of 
10351 Rd 632; possession of 
marijuana-vehicle, possession 
of paraphernalia, resisting 
arrest 

• Kevin L Willis, 45, of Apt 
G 63 Hwy 15, Louisville; driv-

ing under the influence-1st 
offense, suspended drivers 
license, phone calls-harass-
ing/threatening 

• Jamario Sanchez Wilson, 
25, of 103 Whitst Union, 
Union; contempt of court 

• Holden S Winstead, 32, of 
432 North St, Union; hold for 
investigations, false ID infor-
mation

COUNTY JAIL DOCKET

1115 E. MAIN STREET
PHILADELPHIA

1 MILE FROM DOWNTOWN

601-656-7104

BACK FROM 2 MARKET SHOWS

Season-2-Season, Inc.

ARE YOU PLANNING A WEDDING?
COME LOOK OVER OUR GREAT SELECTIONS 

- MANY NEW ITEMS HAVE BEEN ADDED

COME LOOK OVER ALL THE NEWEST ARRIVALS • 100’S OF 
NEW ITEMS HAVE BEEN ADDED TO OUR INVENTORY

BIG HARDWARE SHIPMENT 
JUST IN & ON DISPLAY

APRIL & BRITTANY ATTENDED A 
DALLAS SHOW IN LATE JUNE & 

ATLANTA SHOW LAST WEEK & 1000’S 
OF ITEMS ARE NOW ARRIVING

THE FAIR STARTS FRIDAY
WE HAVE MANY ITEMS TO GET READY FOR IT

HOME DECORS - GIFT ITEMS - NOVELTIES 
- FIGURINES - CRAFT ITEMS - RIBBON & 

SO MUCH MORE
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Payne 4th alternate in Miss Hospitality

Landry Payne, Miss Hospitality for Neshoba, stands with family members and friends after 
placing fourth alternate in the state Miss Hospitality competition. Pictured, from left: Uhl 
Payne, Kevin Chisolm, Chip Bailey, Landry Payne, Laura Bailey, Little Miss Hospitality for 
Neshoba Katie James, Janice Payne, Cindy Payne, Sara James, and Paul Payne. 

By DUNCAN DENT 
scott@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A Union man wanted on 

burglary charges was in the 
process of allegedly using fen-
tanyl at a convenient store here 
when he was arrested on Fri-
day. 

Jeffery Dooley, 35, 10211 
Road 2210, Union, was arrest-
ed and charged with posses-

sion of a controlled 
substance, burglary of 
a dwelling, three 
counts of petit larceny 
and four counts of 
false pretense, offi-
cials said. 

Sheriff Eric Clark 
said deputies caught 
Dooley at approxi-
mately 5:30 p.m. July 
9 at the Spaceway on Pecan 

Avenue while he was 
in the process of 
grinding up a pill con-
taining fentanyl in a 
spoon presumably to 
inject. 

Clark said a tip that 
Dooley, who was 
wanted in connection 

with an early March 
home burglary on Road 

836 in the Burnside communi-

ty, had been sighted at the 
Spaceway led them to the 
scene. 

The caller said that the sus-
pect was a male driving a 
black 2005 Honda Accord who 
was wanted through Neshoba 
County Justice Court. 

Dooley remained in the 
Neshoba County Detention 
Center Monday afternoon on 
$39,200 in total bond.

Man arrested for shooting up fentanyl at store

Jeffery 
Dooley



ence, BETA, FFA, FBLA and 
Art.  

She was a Special Distinc-
tion graduate, Mississippi 
Scholar and served Neshoba 
Central High School Senior 
Class as Homecoming Maid.  
She enjoys shopping in her 
free time and volunteering 
work at her church.  

Anna Caroline plans to 
attend East Central Communi-
ty College and then transfer to 
Mississippi University for 
Women to pursue a BS degree 
in Nursing and become a fam-
ily Nurse Practitioner.  

• Alexa Jade Battle is the 
19-year-old daughter of Scott 
and Christy Battle. She is a 
member of Grace Baptist 
Church. Jade enjoys helping 
her grandfather train his hors-
es for harness racing. 

She is a member of the 
praise band at her church and 
her senior year of high school 
had the honor of singing with 
our own Marty Stuart. She 
was a cheerleader at East Cen-
tral Community College and 
recently graduated with an 
Associates of Art degree.  
Jade enjoys dancing and 
styling outfits for her friends 
and family in her free time.  

This Fall Jade will be 
attending Mississippi State 
University to pursue a Bache-
lor’s and Master’s Degree in 

Fashion Design and Merchan-
dising.  

• Mallory Chunn is the 17-
year-old daughter of Latisha 
Clark and Bill Chunn. She is a 
member of Sandtown United 
Methodist Church.  

Mallory is involved in 
cheerleading, powerlifting, 
BETA and Mu Alpha Theta 
Clubs. She is a Special Honor 
Roll student and serves on the 
Student Council as Vice-Presi-
dent.  

She was a member of the 
8-time State Champion 
Neshoba Central softball 
team. Mallory is a gymnastics 
instructor and has been select-
ed for 4 years as an All-Amer-
ican Cheerleader.  

Mallory was first alternate 
and overall fitness and talent 
winner in the Distinguished 
Young Woman program in 
Neshoba County. 

Mallory hopes to cheer at 
Mississippi State University 
and pursue a degree in crimi-
nal justice and then attend law 
school with a goal of working 
for the FBI.  

• Zoey Raine Bell is the 
18-year-old daughter of Scotty 
and Memory Bell. She is a 
member of Trinity Baptist 
Church. She was an honor roll 
student, 10th grade homecom-
ing maid and Neshoba Cen-
tral’s Most Beautiful her sen-
ior year.  

She volunteers her time at 
the Baptist Center each sum-
mer. Zoey enjoys spending 
time with her family. In her 

free time she enjoys her little 
sisters swimming, playing in 
makeup or riding the golf cart 
around her community with 
them.  

She enjoys helping whip 
up her Grannas famous 
banana budding as well as 
finds pleasure in hunting and 
fishing with her PaPaw.   

She has a part-time job at 
Kademi and says it is more 
than a job because of the 
friendships formed. Zoey 
plans to attend East Central 
Community College and pur-
sue a degree in nursing with 
plans of working as a neonatal 
nurse.  

• Lauren Pope is the 18-
year-old daughter of Jody and 
Sarah Pope. She is a member 
of Macedonia Revival Center. 
She participated in HOSA 
placing 2nd at the State con-
vention in competition and 
was a member of the National 
Honor Society at Neshoba 
Central High School.  

She was recently selected 
and awarded as a recipient of 
a W.G. Yates Scholarship. 
Lauren enjoys spending time 
with family and friends. She 
enjoys shopping and spending 
time outside. 

She participates in commu-
nity service visiting nursing 
homes, passing out candy to 
local daycares and even tak-
ing temperature checks at 
school for COVID 19 screen-
ing. Lauren plans to attend 
East Central Community Col-
lege and plans on majoring in 

Biology to one day become a 
Forensic Pathologist. 

• Sydney Grace Sisson is 
the 17-year-old daughter of 
Jim and Maria Sisson. She is 
a member of Cook’s Chapel 
Methodist Church.  

Sydney is a captain of her 
Leake Academy cheer squad, 
a BETA club member, and for 
the past 2 years received top 5 
honors in the speech competi-
tion at State Beta Convention.  

She was elected a home-
coming maid the last 3 years.  
She is in the 30plus ACT 
score club and participated in 
Leadership Neshoba.  

Sydney is a member of the 
Senior Christian organization 
and helps with preparing 
blessing boxes as well as 
serves the community with 
the Open Arms Organization. 

After graduating, Sydney 
plans to attend Mississippi 
State University pursuing a 
degree in biology, then onto 
the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center for a career in 
dermatology.  

• Marlee-Keeton Pierce is 
the 18-year-old daughter of 
Barry and Catina Brantley. 
She is a member of Good 
Hope Baptist Church. 

While in high school she 
was a member of the National 
Honors Society, BETA nation-
al winner in trading pins, 
FBLA, Bible, Science, and 
History Clubs. Marlee-Keeton 
was on the Neshoba Central 
High School girls powerlifting 
team, a Special Distinction 
student all four years of high 
school, a Mississippi Scholars 
Graduate and works part- time 
at Steve’s on the Square.  

Marlee-Keeton plans to 
attend East Mississippi Com-
munity College at Mayhew 
and then transfer to Mississip-
pi University for Women to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in 
nursing.  

• Madison Avery Delancey 
is the 19-year-old daughter of 
Heather and John McCarty. 
She attends New Bethel Bap-

tist Church. She is involved in 
Phi Beta Lambda and serves 
as captain of the Centralettes 
dance team at East Central 
Community College. 

She has been awarded the 
Thomas W. Thrash Memorial 
Scholarship and James E. 
Land Memorial Scholarship. 
Madison is involved in her 
church assisting with chil-
dren’s classes each week. 
Madison plans to further her 
education at the University of 
Southern Mississippi after 
graduating from East Central 
Community College pursuing 
a degree in Elementary Edu-
cation. 

• Piper Jane Fulton is the 
18-year-old daughter of Jason 
and Angela Fulton. She is a 
member of First United 
Methodist Church Philadel-
phia.  

At Neshoba Central, Piper 
was a six-year cheerleader 
and a member of 
BETA,FBLA, Bible, Science 
and History clubs.  

In the community, Piper is 
a volunteer for Rise against 
Hunger, Open Arms, Love 
Out Loud, Stuff the Bus, and 
God’s Closet. She is a mem-
ber of Donate Life Mississip-
pi, East Mississippi Hub for 
volunteers and an ambassador 
for Crowns for a Cause.  

Piper works at Cheer Etc 
as a gym assistant and enjoys 
traveling and exercising. Piper 
was a Special Distinction 
Honor graduate and Captain 
her senior year of the cheer-
leading team. She was also a 
UCA and NCA All-American 
cheerleader. She will be a 
cheerleader this fall at ECCC.  
Piper plans to attend East 
Central Community College 
and pursue a degree in nurs-
ing.  

• Khloe Elyse Cockerham 
is the 19-year-old daughter of 
Brent and Christy Cockerham 
and Wayne and Kelly 
Williams.  

She is a member of the 
First Baptist Church of Union. 

Khloe enjoys spending time 
with her seven younger sib-
lings, exercising, whitewater 
rafting, water skiing and 
miniature gold. She completed 
the “Muddy Princess” a mem-
orable fun mud obstacle 
course. She has traveled on 
mission trips to help with 
Operation Smile in Haiti and 
Operation Christmas Child in 
Texas.  

She was Neshoba County’s 
Outstanding Teen 2019, par-
ticipated in Leadership 
Neshoba and served as senior 
class vice president at Union 
High School. 

Khloe is currently 
employed at Union Mercantile 
Company and recently started 
a work study in the Financial 
Aid department at East Cen-
tral Community College.  

At East Central, she is a 
member of the Warrior Corp, 
Sigma Sigma Mu Ta, and Stu-
dents for Life. Khloe plans to 
graduate with an Associate’s 
degree from East Central 
Community College and 
transfer to Mississippi College 
to complete a bachelor’s 
degree in pre-optometry. She 
will then apply to Southern 
School of Optometry in Mem-
phis, Tenn., to become an 
optometrist and come home to 
serve her community.  

• Abby Seale is the 20-
year-old daughter of Steve 
and Tina Seale. She is a mem-
ber of Cook’s Chapel United 
Methodist Church. Abby is a 
member of the MSU Student 
Association-serving as Aca-
demic Affairs Director and 
Freshman Council, she serves 
on the New Maroon Camp 
programming staff, is a mem-
ber of Kappa Delta sorority, a 
SET leader mentor, MSU 
Fashion Board Model and is a 
member of the Lambda Sigma 
Honor Society. 

She enjoys traveling, hik-
ing and camping in National 
Parks, and creating artwork. 
Abby is a Mississippi State 
University President’s List 
Scholar, Phi Kappa Phi honor 
society member, and placed in 
the Top 10 in the state compe-
tition as Neshoba County’s 
Distinguished Young Woman. 
Abby plans to graduate from 
Mississippi State University 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Kinesiology and pursue a doc-
torate in Physical Therapy.  

• Madilyn Joe Hall is the 
19 year-old-daughter of Jason 
and Jennifer Hall. She is a 
member of Hope Baptist 
Church.  

Madelyn enjoys cheerlead-
ing, gymnastics, swimming 
and of course attending the 
Neshoba County Fair. She is a 
member of the Holmes Mosa-
ic Club and received a cheer-
leading and ACT scholarship 
to Holmes Community Col-
lege. She has been selected as 
the Most Valuable Tumbler 
and received the Scholar Ath-
lete Award.   

After graduating from 
Holmes she plans to attend 
Mississippi State University 
and pursue a degree in kinesi-
ology and transfer to the Uni-
versity of Mississippi Medical 
Center for a career in occupa-
tional therapy. 
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 Wils  W e  Estate 
Sat., July. 31, 2021 @ 9:00 AM 

8595 Old Hwy 80 – Lake, MS 39092 

Auc eer’s N te: We will be selling; Model A’s, Model T’s, 
Bellairs, Fairlanes, an que tractors, Other an que vehicles, Horse 
drawn equip, tractors, trucks, trailers, hay equip, farm equip, I 
beams and other metal, other an que items, shop equip/tools, 
and much more.  Real Estate: “Branding Iron” restaurant 
(contents and land) and 2.1 acres on Front St in Lake (the old Lake 
Concrete plant lot). 
Every item (except the 2 pieces of real estate) will sell to the 
highest bidder. 
We will be selling some really neat an que pieces that Mr. Wilson 
collected over his many years.  DO NOT MISS THIS AUCTION! 

spec :  July 29 & 30 from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
Biddi g:  Come and bid in person or stay home and bid online.  
Terms:  For terms, pictures, and more info please give us a call or 
visit our website.  Hope to see you there! 

Thomas Auc on and Real Estate Co., Inc. 
Tony R Thomas, MS Lic#180  MS Broker #9411 

Patrick Thomas, MS Lic#1256 
662-289-7800      662-312-8139     662-417-8906 

www.th masauc  

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Bok Cito has captured its 

third-straight Men’s Division 
championship in the World 
Series of Stickball. 

Bok Cito overcame a  3-1 
halftime  deficit to defeat Pearl 
River 6-5 Saturday night in the 
men’s finals. 

This was the final event of 
the 71st  Choctaw Indian Fair. 
Four other stickball champions 
were crowned over the week. 
Pearl River defeated Bok Cito 
Ohoyo to claim the women’s 
championship; Koni Hata 
defeated Beaver Dam to win the 
Men’s 35 and over champi-
onship; Pearl River beat Beaver 
Dam to take the Tulli Okchi 
Ishko (ages 14-17) division; 
and, Beaver Dam beat Koni Osi 
to win the Pushmataha (ages 

10-13) division. 
Bok Cito’s Bracey Bell was 

selected 2021 MVP of the 
men’s division tournament. 

“Everyone played as one,” 
said Bok Cito coach Van Mor-
ris. “They played as a unit. 
Luckily, the momentum was 
still there even though we didn’t 
play last year because of the 
pandemic. We were worried 
about that. 

“We have been able to keep 
everyone together. We won it in 
2018, 2019 and now in 2021. 
These guys have been there 
before and that helps a lot. 
Everyone knows what is on the 
line,” Morris said. 

After a scoreless first quar-
ter, Melton Robinson scored to 
put Bok Cito up 1-0. Pearl River 
came back in the quarter to 
score three goals and led 3-1 at 
the half. Scorers included 

Frankie Garcia and Jamison 
‘Chico’ Gibson. 

“We have been down to 
them before and came back,” 
Coach Morris said. “We never 
panicked, not once. We made 
some good adjustments that we 
needed to. Our shooters came 
through and our defenders held 
it so we could catch up.” 

Bell scored twice in the third 
quarter to tie the game. In the 
fourth quarter, he scored one 
goal to give Bok Cito the lead. 
Bok Cito and Pearl River then 
exchanged goals, making the 
score 5-4 with time running out. 
Bok Cito went up 6-4. Pearl 
River scored with less than a 
minute to play and Bok Cito 
held on for the victory. 

Bok Cito defeated Beaver 
Dam in the semifinals to 
advance to the finals, while 
Pearl River defeated Koni Hata.

Bok Cito rallies to three-peat as stickball champions

Bok Cito celebrates after winning the World Series of Stickball. Newly-crowned Choctaw 
Princess Shemah Crosby and Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben presented the trophy.

By DUNCAN DENT 
scott@neshobademocrat.com 

 
A Madison County man 

has been arrested and charged 
in connection with the theft of 
a vehicle from one of the casi-
nos on Friday, Neshoba Coun-
ty Sheriff’s officials said. 

Lasamuel Lamont Harris, 
28, 1213 Carthage Road, 
Camden, was arrested and 
charged with felony motor 
vehicle theft and burglary of a 

dwelling. 
Neshoba County Sheriff 

Eric Clark said a 2019 Ford 
Expedition was reported 
stolen from the Golden Moon 
Casino on Friday, July 16.  

He said the vehicle was 
recovered due to a quick 
response by Choctaw Police 
Department and assistance 
from the Forest Police 
Department.   

A Neshoba County Sher-
iff’s Investigator responded to 

the complaint and took cus-
tody of Harris on Friday after-

noon from the Forest Jail. 
Jail records show that Har-

ris remains in the Neshoba 
County Detention Center and 

has been denied bond.

Madison County man charged with stealing vehicle at casino

By DUNCAN DENT 
scott@neshobademocrat.com 

 
An early-morning traffic 

stop near Williamsville last 
Thursday led to the arrest of a 
man on marijuana,  firearm 

and traffic charges. 
Robert Hickman, 34, 243 

Carver Avenue, was arrested 
and charged with careless driv-
ing, driving under a suspended 
license, felony possession of a 
controlled substance, posses-

sion of a firearm by a convict-
ed felon, no proof of liability 
insurance and a child restraint 
violation.   

Hickman was driving a 
Toyota Highlander and was 
stopped for a traffic violation 

near the intersection of High-
way 16 and Highway 15 on 
July 15, Sheriff Eric Clark 
said. 

Jail records show Hickman 
was released on a $27,300 in 
bond.

Deputies arrest man on marijuana, firearm possession
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Choctaw Indian Fair

Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben delivers a speech during the closing ceremonies of the Choctaw Indian Fair held last week.

People enjoy dancing 
traditional Native 
American dances to 
live music during last 
week’s 71st Choctaw 
Indian Fair.

A contestant participates in the Iron Warrior competition that consists of 
obstacles such as the steel log, yoke carry, tire flip and truck pull during 
last week’s 71st Choctaw Indian Fair.

Participants in the Rez Run on the Choctaw Indian Reservation during 
last week’s 71st Choctaw Indian Fair.

A Tribal member handcrafts a basket at the Choctaw Indian Fair.
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Art Show op1:00 p.m.
Presented b
Free Petting1:00 p.m.
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By SARAH KATHRYN 
WATKINS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
ola Barton 

Beckham, daugh-
ter of the late D.L. 
and Cara Barton, 
collects cookbooks 

and has been buying a cook-
book on every roadtrip she has 
been on since 2010.  

Beckham started collecting 
cookbooks in 2010 when Sister 
Shubert, a professional cook 
from Alabama, known for her 
popular dinner rolls, visited 
Philadelphia for a meet-and-
greet.  

“I got an autographed copy 
of her cookbook and started col-
lecting,” Beckham said.  

Beckham’s favorite cook-
books are the ones she pur-
chased from Oak Alley in 
Vacherie, Louisiana. Other 
favorites of Beckham's are Sis-
ter Shubert’s cookbook and a 
cookbook from Graceland in 
Memphis that includes all of 
Elvis’ favorite recipes.  

Beckham grew up with five 
brothers and five sisters, her 
being next to the last child. 
Growing up, Beckham was not 
one to stand in the kitchen and 
watch as her family cooked. It 
was not until Beckham’s 
teenage years that she became 
interested in learning how to 
cook.  

“There wasn't much room in 
the kitchen anyway,” Beckham 
said.  

Beckham met her husband, 
Tony Beckham, in seventh 
grade at Neshoba Central.  

They have now been married 
for more than 26 years. The 
Beckhams have two grown chil-
dren, TJ and Brandon Beckham.  

Beckham went to East Cen-
tral Community College in 
2003 to become a registered 
nurse.  

“My children were 2 and 4 
years old,” Beckham said. “I 
made it through with the sup-
port of my family.”  

Beckham has been a Regis-
tered Nurse for 16 years. Fifteen 
of those years, Beckham 
worked at Anderson Regional 
Medical center specializing in 
labor and delivery. Now Beck-
ham works at Neshoba County 
General Hospital at the Infusion 
Oncology Center.  

“I enjoy working at Neshoba 
General and taking care of my 
patients, not only people of 
Neshoba County but people of 
the surrounding counties as 
well,” Beckham said. 

Beckham’s hobbies include 
traveling, crafting, photography, 
anything Elvis-related, collect-
ing cookbooks, spending time 
with her family and cooking.  

Beckham also enjoys baking 
fresh sourdough bread.  

A special memory for Beck-
ham is teaching her father how 
to make cornbread.  

“My dad quickly picked up 
on how to make cornbread and 
perfected it,” Beckham said.  

Beckham said her father 
could make his cornbread in a 
cast-iron skillet, which made it 
good. 

 
 COOKIE PUDDING  

¾ c sugar  
2 tbsp flour  

2 c milk  
3 eggs separated  
1 tsp vanilla  
Vanilla wafers (9x13 dish 

lined with wafers)  
 
Combine sugar, flour, 

vanilla, milk and eggs in a 
boiler. Mix well with a whisk. 
Turn heat to medium/high stir 
mixture constantly to prevent 
scorching. Cook until you see 
steam. When mixture is 
steaming if not thick enough 
you can add cornstarch 
(directions on can) to make 
mix thicker. When mixture is 

as thick as you like remove 
from heat and pour over 
vanilla wafers. Add more 
vanilla wafers to the top of 
your mixture.  

 
GRANDDADDY’S 
CORNBREAKD 

2 cups self-rising flour  
1 large egg  
1 tbsp flour  

¼ c canola oil  
½ c buttermilk  
Heat oven to 425. Add 2 

tablespoons canola oil to cast 
iron skillet. Place in oven 
while mixing ingredients 
together. Mix ingredients in 
large bowl and pour into hot 
cast iron skill for 20-25 min-

utes.  
Hint: Dad’s cast iron skillet 

is the secret!  
 
POPPY SEED CHICKEN  
6-8 chicken breasts, cooked 

and deboned  
1 can cream of mushroom 

soup  

1 can cream of chicken 
soup  

1 8 oz sour cream  
1 tbsp poppy seed  
1 box Ritz crackers  
Mix ingredients and 

spread in 9x13 baking dish. 
Top with Ritz crackers. Bake 
at 350 until bubbly.

By MARIANNE ENOCHS 
friends@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Happy Anniversary to Jim 

and Martha Whittle who cele-
brated 57 years of marriage on 
July 15th! Seven years ago the 
couple's family and friends 
enjoyed a celebration of their 
Golden Anniversary of 50 
years.  

They are so thankful to 
have these 7 additional years 
to enjoy each other, other, their 
family, and welcoming addi-
tions of great grand children.  
Martha feels they are so very 
blessed. Wishing you many 
more happy years together! 

~ 
The Neshoba County Pub-

lic Library recently concluded 
its Summer Reading Program 
2021 for Preschool-6th graders 
at the library. The theme this 
year was "Tails and Tales".   

The children were divided 
into age appropriate groups 
with Preschoolers attending 
story time on Wednesdays, and 
grades 1-6 having activities on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. The 
program was a huge success 
and parents were very pleased 
with the happy, welcoming 
environment for their children 
and all of the fun, interesting 
activities planned for the ses-
sions. What a great way to 
introduce and maintain a posi-
tive library and reading experi-
ence! Thank you to everyone 
who helped with this valuable 
service to our community's 
children. 

~ 

A very precious little girl 
visited with Joyce and Bobby 
Hardy on Wednesday after-
noon. They were so excited to 
have their great granddaughter, 
Olivia Dennis, from Nashville 
come to see them.   

Her great grandfather, 
Bobby Hardy, took her to see 
their camp house and the lake 
where he showed her the 
scenery in the country. They 
both enjoyed it.  

Liv also met her great 
grandmother's bridge club 
members when she stopped for 
a quick visit and some early 
hugs. Both grandparents had 
been looking forward to hav-
ing her visit them. 

Madison Hardy Dennis had 
come to Philadelphia to judge 
the Choctaw Indian Princess 
Contest and brought Liv along 
to spend some quality time 
with her great grandparents.  
What a marvelous gift for 
Joyce and Bobby to see both 
their granddaughter and great 
granddaughter. They had such 
fun. 

~ 
The Philadelphia Police 

Department issued an invita-
tion to students from all over 
Neshoba County to their 1st 
Back to School Bash. Students 
from Philadelphia, Neshoba 
Central, and Choctaw Central 
are welcome to attend on Sat-
urday, 24, 2021, at Northside 
Park from 10AM to 4PM.  

It promises to be a fun filled 
day with jumpers, basketball, 
softball, face painting, snow 
cones, hamburgers, popcorn, 

hotdogs, and more! FREE 
backpacks, school supplies 
and other items will be given 
away.     

Anyone who would like to 
donate to this worthy cause for 
our students can drop items off 
at the Police Department on 
Main Street or contact them at 
601-656-2131. All donations 
will be greatly appreciated. 

~ 
Two little girls thought of 

something really sweet!  The 
Lemonade Stand was set up on 
Friday, July 15, at 10AM in 
front of MG&Co on the 
Square in Philadelphia. Bailey 
Jay served lemonade and Liz 
Lyle served cookies to passers-
by. All items were free - dona-
tions only!   

All of the money they 
raised together will go to the 
Beds for Kids Ministry hap-
pening in Neshoba County.  
The girls focused on using the 
funds to purchase beds-in-a-
bag and Bibles for children.  

I found this touched my 
heart. Children helping chil-
dren and learning values 
through an experience 
approach which will make a 
lasting impression on them.  
Wonderful parenting!

Just Among Friends

Call in your news to  
Just Among Friends,  
601-656-4000, 
or mail it to the Democrat,  
P.O. Box 30,  
Philadelphia,  39350;  
friends@neshobademocrat.com

L

Lola Beckham

COOK OF  
THE WEEK
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Beckham enjoys collecting cookbooks



Engagements

Carefree Red Hatters meet in Flowood
The Carefree Red Hatters of Brandon/Canton/Philadelphia visited Grants Kitchen in 
Flowood. Everyone at Grants was helpful and the food was great. We also celebrated Pen-
ney Melton's 39th birthday. Those attending were Mary Morris, Jerrie Whitten, Nel Hurst, 
Diane Mayo, Penney Melton, Sherrill Wilson, Dot Williams, and Judy Ferguson.
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Dr. and Mrs. Walter Lewis 
Willis of Philadelphia 
announce the engagement of 
their daughter Mary Caroline 
Willis to David Walton Cras-
to, Jr., son of Dr. and Mrs. 
David Walton Crasto, Sr. of 
Jackson.   

The bride-elect is the 
granddaughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Martin Gartrell of 
Meridian, the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald Lee Gordon 
(Rae Ellen) and Ms. Mary 
Lewis Willis of Philadelphia, 
and the late Mr. Joe Louis 
Willis. 

The prospective bride-
groom is the grandson of Mrs. 
Natie Priestly Caraway of 
Jackson and the late Mr. Natie 
Priestly Caraway, Ms. Jeanne 
Brown Crasto of Madison, 
and Mr. Donald Lloyd Crasto 

of Mount Juliet, Tennessee.  
Miss Willis is a 2016 honor 

graduate of Madison Central 
High School.  She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in business 
management and graduated 
cum laude in 2020 from the 
University of Mississippi.  
While attending Ole Miss, she 
was a member of Phi Kappa 
Phi Honors Society, The Ole 
Miss Yearbook Staff, and Chi 
Omega Women’s Fraternity.  
Miss Willis completed her 
master of business adminis-
tration from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham in 
June of 2021.    

Dr. Crasto is a 2008 gradu-
ate of Jackson Academy.  He 
is a graduate of the University 
of Mississippi, obtaining a 
bachelor’s degree in 2012 in 
chemistry and psychology 

and a master of science in 
chemistry in 2014.  While at 
Ole Miss, he was a member of 
Sigma Chi Fraternity.  Dr. 
Crasto earned his doctor of 
osteopathic medicine at 
William Carey University in 
2019 and completed an intern-
ship in internal medicine at 
the University of South Ala-
bama in Mobile.  After com-
pleting a clinical dermatology 
research fellowship, Dr. Cras-
to is currently a dermatology 
resident at Larkin Community 
Hospital in Miami, Florida. 

The couple will exchange 
wedding vows September 25 
at First United Methodist 
Church in Philadelphia with a 
reception following at the 
home of the bride at Longino 
Farms.  They will make their 
home in North Miami Beach.  

Mary Caroline Willis to wed 
David Walton Crasto Jr. Sept. 25

David Walton Crasto Jr. and Mary Caroline Willis

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
 

Don Culpepper and Joe Rush 
captured the 49th  Annual 
Kosciusko Fourball golf tourna-
ment championship in a playoff 
over the weekend. 

Culpepper and Rush were one 
of two teams from the Philadel-
phia Country Club to play in the 
tournament. Chad Stokes and 
Allen Johnson finished third over-
all in the championship flight. 

Culpepper and Rush were five 
under par and two strokes off the 
lead after the first round, which 
was shortened to nine holes 
because of the rain. 

They picked up a couple of 
birdies on holes 3 and 9 over the 
second day and finished tied at 12 
under par. The Culpepper-Rush 
team then claimed the champi-
onship on the first hole of the play-
offs. 

“We have played this tourna-
ment the last four years,” Rush 
said. “We finished second two 
years ago. 

“We were able to beat the rain. 
It rained before we played and 
after we played but we were able 
to get the tournament in.” 

Next on the schedule is the 
45th annual Philadelphia Country 
Club Fourball which is slated for 
August 14-15.

Culpepper, Rush win golf tournament

Joe Rush and Don 
 Culpepper
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LEGAL NOTICE
 
 Notice is hereby given by the Mayor 
and Board of Alderman of the City of 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, and that at 

Philadelphia, Mississippi, the matter of 
re-zoning the following described land 
in the City of Philadelphia, Mississippi, 

NE corner of the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ 

-

of Beginning of the herein described 

-

more or less, and a part of the  NE ¼ 

-

From R-1 to R-4
consideration and notice is hereby giv-
en to all persons interested to be and 
appear before the Mayor and Board 
of Alderman at said time in the City of 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, to register 
and any complaint or objections that 

Board of Alderman of the City of Phil-
adelphia, Mississippi, this the 6th day 

NIKKI WALTON, CITY CLERK

-
opment District/Area Agency on Aging 

-
form all interested persons and or-

-

-

-

-

-
CEASED

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Mississippi, on the Estate of Willie 
Marvin Anderson, Deceased, on the 

-
by given to all persons having claims 
against the said Estate to have their 
claims probated and registered by the 

-

within that time will forever bar the 

Prepared by:

-
gage Electronic Registration Systems, 

-

and recorded in the aforesaid Chan-

in the terms and conditions of said 
-

legal holder of said indebtedness, hav-
-

sell said land and property in accor-
dance with the terms of said deed of 

-

-

-
pi, to-wit:

Mississippi, to-wit:

-
ning at the SW corner of said twenty 

point of beginning, containing one 

-

-

-
-

-
veyed by and between William Ernest 

-

-

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-
signed, JAMES PATRICK CHANEY, 

ESTATE OF ERDIS K. 
CHANEY, the deceased, notice is 
hereby given to all persons having 
claims against said ESTATE to pres-

for probate and registration according 

-

                                                                                                                     
                                                                                  James 

                                                                                  JAMES 

                                                                                  ES-

PUBLIC NOTICE

-

and personal property assessment 

according to law, and that said rolls are 

and that any objections to said rolls 
or any assessment therein contained, 

that all assessments to which no ob-
jections are then and there made, will 

to which objections are made, and 
which may be corrected and properly 
determined by this Board, will be made 

that said rolls and the assessments 
contained therein will be approved by 

objections to the said assessments, 

-

been disposed of and all proper cor-

By:   /s/ _ KEVIN CUMBERLAND                     

/s/ _ Guy Nowell                               

-

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Mississippi, on the Estate of Benda 

all persons having claims against the 
said Estate to have their claims probat-

Prepared by:

-

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

-
ty, Mississippi, on the Estate of Mary 

-
en to all persons having claims against 
the said Estate to have their claims 

-

Prepared by:

-

-
-

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO: DACORIUS LAW, a non resident 
of the state of Mississippi, (whose 

inquiry)

defend against the complaint or peti-

-

money or other things demanded in 

BY:     W Savell

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

SHARON CARTER MCCULLY
FILE NO. 21-107

MARCUS MCCULLY                                                         
DEFENDANT
                                                                                  

SUMMONS

of the State of Mississippi, who is not 

Plaintiff after having made diligent 

-
er a copy of a written response to the 

-

-

-

-

-

BY: 

SERVICES 
Always good ratesInterior, 
Exterior carpentry. Electri-
cal, Plumbing. Pressure 
washing, Painting.Call,  
text: Tommy 601-663-
6990.-- 
 

 

HELP WANTED 
Help Wanted. Need respon-
sible person to work part-
time in chicken houses. 
Starting salary $10/hour. 
Need own transportation. 
601-656-0805-- 
 
MS Care Center of DeKalb 

is accepting applications for 
the following position 
Dietary Aide , Floor Tech , 
CNA also Nurse Aide 
Trainee students. Very 
competitive salary and ben-
efits. Applications will be 
accepted until position are 
filled. 
 

FOR SALE 
For sale: 10 acres of land, 

Highway 404, joined the 
property with St. Paul MB 
Church. $44,000 will not 
divide. Call 601-604-8497-- 
 
Five piece drum set for 
sale. 601-780-0105. 601-
502-5190.-- 
 
For sale: Polaris Hammer-
head Platinum GTS offroad 
go-kart. $2700. Less than 

10 hours driving time. Origi-
nal purchase price $3500 in 
summer of 2020. Call 662-
549-2652 or 662-724-
4713.-- 
 

TRAILER FOR RENT 
Single Wide 3BR 1BA, 
refrigerator, stove, heater 
and air-conditioner. $500 
Deposit, $500 Rent. 601-

504-3769-- 
 

TRAILER FOR SALE 
Doublewide for sale. 2BR 
2BA. Needs some work. 
Must be moved. $2500.00 
OBO. 601-504-3769-- 

CLASSIFIEDS601-656-4000 Monday 5 p.m. 
DEADLINE

Place your ad online 
neshobademocrat.com

Rates n 15 words or less $7.50 per week, each word over 50¢ per word n Display classified ads $13.30 per column inch n Place your ad online: neshobademocrat.com/classifieds

By FELDER RUSHING 
Special to the Democrat 

 
Sisyphus, the mythological 

arrogant king who found himself 
doomed to eternal toil, has had a 
pebble thrown onto his path, at 
least in the garden market.  

Gardeners routinely do repet-
itive chores, like them or not, just 
to have to turn around and do 
them again. But I also see it in 
how commercial green-crop 
growers plug away year in and 
year out to bring us beautiful or 
edible horticultural crops.  

And it ain’t easy, balancing 
efficient, cost-effective tech-
niques to produce sales-oriented 
harvests, carefully timed to be at 
their peak just as demands for 
them surges. Year in and year out 

they churn out crop after crop, 
filling and emptying greenhouses 
and fields, balancing inputs 
against expenses while fretting 
over what consumers will want 
next year.  

This requires understanding 
marketing trends, changing tastes 
(new plants competing with 
familiar heirlooms), logistics, 
personnel management, and 
more. Plus mastering horticultur-
al tricks like using extra lighting 
to fool Easter lilies into flowering 
unnaturally early, or shading 
entire greenhouses in the fall to 
jump-start mums and poinsettias 
to flower just as fickle seasonal 
demands hit. And did I mention 
finding dependable, sensitive 
seasonal employees? 

Whether it’s a beautiful 

flower, a precious holiday sym-
bol, or a plant that will sprout 
nutritious food, those behind-the-
scenes people, usually working 
in insufferable summer heat and 
humidity, and winter cold, bend-
ing over tiny plants needing 
transplanting, watering just so, 
and pinching to make them fuller, 
are the backbone of horticulture.  

Anyway, one of the unexpect-
ed downsides to the pandemic-
fueled surge of new gardeners 
has been that so many people 
flocked to garden centers they 
overwhelmed supply lines that 
were years in the making. This 
really threw a spanner into horti-
cultural gearboxes: Many ran out 
of plants 

It's been a mixed blessing. 
Folks who sell ornamental or edi-

ble plants and plant products for a 
living have to be savvy gamblers, 
always keeping in mind the 
mantra “What you don’t sell, you 
gotta smell.” So they carefully 
hedge on this, overorder on that, 
hoping they hit it right when the 
next season rolls around. 

But lately people have been 
snapping up whatever plants they 
could find, at whatever price. 
This would normally seem like a 
good thing, but with traditional 
plant sources running dry, a lot of 
retail outlets turned to other 
sources, with a lot of stuff show-
ing up for sale that is alluring but 
not well-adapted to our climate.  

Unlike newbies impressed 
with a single flower, a lone toma-
to, an errant butterfly wafting by, 
and the wonder of it all, we old 

hands expect a bit more of a 
return on our considerable invest-
ments of time, effort, and money 
spent on supplies. We know that, 
when it comes to finding plants 
this year, “get ‘em while you 
can” isn’t always the best advice.  

So, buyer beware. If you find 
something irresistible, by all 
means give it a go. But before 
expecting it to thrive, do some 
fast research on your phone, or 
ask a trusted employee their hon-
est advice. Don’t shop just for 
bargains - cultivate a relationship 
at a place that works towards 
your having a good enough expe-
rience there to want to come back 
happily for more later. Still, don’t 
gamble too much time, effort, or 
money on what you aren’t sure 
of. 

Meanwhile, those who 
endure the Sisyphean tasks driv-
ing the Green Industry continue 
their toils. No sooner have they 
emptied this summer’s green-
houses, than they’ve started 
climbing back down their now-
steamy metaphoric mountain to 
look for another pretty rock to 
roll our way.  

Time to plant for fall; here’s 
hoping someone can get you 
what you want! 

 
Felder Rushing is a Mississip-

pi author, columnist, and host of 
the “Gestalt Gardener” on MPB 
Think Radio. Email gardening 
questions to 
rushingfelder@yahoo.com.

Planning for fall means doing your homework
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Union Public School District
Notice of Proposed Ad Valorem Tax Effort

The Union Public School District will hold 
a public hearing on its proposed school 
district budget for fiscal year 2022 on 
Monday, August 2, 2021 at 6:00 pm at the 
Union Public School District Central 
Office. At this meeting, a proposed ad va-
lorem tax effort will be considered.

The Union Public School District is now 
operating with a projected total budget 
revenue of $10,180,620.80. Of that amount, 
4.2% or $424,461 of such revenue is ob-
tained through ad valorem taxes. For the 
next fiscal year, the proposed budget has 
total projected revenue of $13,459,357.01. 
Of that amount, 3.3% or $444,188 is pro-
posed to be financed through a total ad va-
lorem tax levy.

For the next fiscal year, the proposed 
increase in ad valorem tax effort by Union 
Public School District may result in an 
increase in the ad valorem tax millage rate. 
Ad valorem taxes are paid on homes, auto-
mobile tags, business fixtures and equip-
ment, and rental real property.

Any citizen of Union Public School Dis-
trict is invited to attend this public hearing 
on the proposed ad valorem tax effort, and 
will be allowed to speak for a reasonable 
amount of time and offer tangible evi-
dence before any vote is taken.

A millage rate of 54.32 will produce the 
same amount of revenue from ad valorem 
taxes as was collected the prior year. The 
millage rate for the prior year was 54.32.

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 

 
It might not be a Neshoba 

County Fair first, but no one 
seems to remember when the 
head football coaches from Ole 
Miss, Mississippi State  and 

Southern Miss have appeared 
together. 

Lane Kiffin of Ole Miss, 
Mike Leach of Mississippi 
State and Will Hall of USM 
will appear together at the Fair 
next Thursday for a roundtable 
discussion starting at 2 p.m. 

“To my knowledge, it’s a 
first,” said Scott Bounds a 
member of the Fair Board. “I 
thought if we were able to get 
them together and pull it off, it 
would be unique. This is proba-
bly a one-time thing but it could 
turn into something, maybe not 

annual but every few years. I 
thought it would be something 
a little bit different.” 

The three coaches will be at 
the Pavilion from 2 p.m. until 3 
p.m. SuperTalk Mississippi is 
going to broadcast it for one 
hour uninterrupted.  

Sid Salter will moderate the 
discussion. It will be a round-
table format with each coach 
being able to talk about their 
team and upcoming season. 
They will take questions from 
the radio audience and they will 
take questions from the Fair 

audience. 
“This is something we have 

been working on for a few 
months,” Bounds said. “It just 
takes time to put it together.”

DEARING FAMILY 
REUNION 

The annual Dearing Fami-
ly Reunion will be the fourth 
Sunday in July, July 25th 
beginning at 10 AM at the 
Mississippi Christian Service 
Camp, Decatur MS. Bring a 
covered dish, any Family 
Pictures you wish to share 
and written family informa-
tion updates. For more infor-
mation call 601-482-4534.  

 

NESHOBA COUNTY 
FARMERS MARKET 
Neshoba County Farmers 

Market will be held in the 
barn area at the Neshoba 
County Fair Saturday, July 
24, from 7 a.m. – 12 p.m.  

Come by this Saturday 
from 7 a.m. – 12 p.m. for the 
Neshoba County Farmers’ 
Market! There will be local 
produce from tomatoes and 
peaches to dairy goat prod-
ucts and canned goods pro-

vided by local vendors. Nat-
ural and Ag-related home-
made products such as soaps, 
lotions, flowers, plants, and 
other crafts may also be 
available throughout the 
market season. For those 
interested in becoming a 
vendor, the cost is $10.00 per 
vending day OR $50.00 for 
the entire season. 

For questions contact the 
Neshoba County Extension 
Office at 601-656-4011.

Of Local Interest

Lane Kiffin Mike Leach Will Hall

College football coaches coming to Fair
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REAL ESTATE
GROUP, LLC
Philadelphia

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
LOTS & ACREAGE • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

3 2 5  B Y R D  A V E N U E  •  P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  M S  •  6 0 1 - 3 8 9 - 0 0 0 3  •  G O H I L L P H I L LY. C O M

JASON LOVERN
REALTOR
601.416.1013

PAMELA BELK LOVERN
REALTOR

601.720.3405

437A West Pecan Ave
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-563

11151 Road 387
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-545

2607 Union Ridge Rd
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-422

Hwy 488
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-563 | 2.7 Ac

10401 Road 612
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-1242

303 Northwood
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-470

Marty Stuart Drive
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 20-734 | 8.5 Ac.

Cabin 125
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 19-625

10400 Country Lane
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-346

105 Seales Cove
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-349

Hwy 486
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-563 | 9.5 Ac

12460 Schamberville Ln
Collinsville, MS  | MS# 21-299

Road 248
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 20-1101 | 99 Ac.

10560 Rd/ 759
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 20-850

11010 Road 387
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-543

10310 MS-482
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 20-463

Lot 6 Road 167
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 19-992

Hwy 15
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-193 | 138 Ac.

10681 Road 224
Union, MS  | MS# 21-170

Lot 2 Hwy 15 N
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-522

Lot 3 Hwy 15
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-533

1995 Union Rd.
Philadelphia, MS  | MS# 21-422

$138,000

$175,000

$149,000

$18,000

$265,000

$135,000

$35,000

$249,900

$210,000

$139,000

$82,500

$345,000

$139,000

$1,650,000

$279,900

$155,000

$7,500

$150,000

$99,000

$17,500

$17,500

$165,000
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