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Nineteen-year-old Dalton 

Woods had an addiction to 
Xanax that eventually landed 
him in jail earlier this year where 
he encountered Barry Walker of 
The River, a Christian ministry 
to recovering addicts that has led 
to a jail ministry in the middle of 
a pandemic. 

Walker himself was addicted 
to drugs for four decades before 
getting clean and three years 
later being called to the ministry 
and founding The River, a safe 
haven for those recovering who 
sometimes feel shunned at tradi-
tional places of worship but 
thrive in a recovery community.  

The River’s ministry piqued 
Neshoba County Sheriff Eric 

Clark’s interest amid a drug epi-
demic that has only been exacer-
bated by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  

“We aren’t going to arrest our 
way out of this,” said Clark who 
was instrumental in getting the 
jail ministry started during the 
COVID pandemic when he rec-
ognized the problem. “You can’t 
put everybody in jail to do away 
with methamphetamines or fen-
tanyl or whatever the drug of 
choice is.” 

Woods, free of drugs for 
about eight months, said Walker 
is a very faithful man of God. 

“I got my relationship back 
with God and then gave every-
thing over to him and have not 
had any trouble with my addic-
tion or anything like that,” he 
said. 

Walker said breaking the 
cycle of addiction is possible if a 
person is determined and sticks 
to recovery principles with the 
Lord’s help. 

“There are four things that 
every drug addict or alcoholic 
has to have,” Walker said. 
“Accountability, structure, a safe 
place and community. You can 
do this, but recovery is hard 
work. You have to be willing to 
come to the meetings and coun-
seling. This gives them the 
opportunity to say, ‘I don’t have 
to live like this, I don’t have to 
drink every day. I can do this.’” 

Since taking office, Clark has 
been focused on getting illegal 
drug dealers, users and others 
involved in drug-related crimes 
off the streets.  
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The cost for the Booker T. 

Washington gym renovation 
could top half a million dollars, 
nearly $125,000 more than ear-
lier estimates had projected. 

Waggoner Engineering, 
hired by the city to oversee the 
project at a cost of about 
$97,000, had estimated the price 
at around $475,000. The city 

received two bids for the project 
Friday, and both exceeded that. 

Perry Construction Co.’s 
base bid was $597,300. Also, in 
the bid, Perry listed $58,400 for 
Alternate No. 1 for the doors 
and windows and $48,000 for 
Alternate No. 2 for brick 
restoration. 

Benchmark Construction’s 
base bid was $665,300. Also, in 
the bid, Benchmark listed 
$45,000 for Alternate No. 1 for 

the doors and windows and 
$30,000 for Alternate No. 2 for 
brick restoration. 

The scope of work calls for 
replacing the roof and insula-
tion, removing the wooden gym 
floor and replacing it with a new 
one that includes original wood, 
and replacing some exterior 
doors and windows. It also 
called for cleaning masonry in 
the gym building and adjoining 
buildings. 

The building holds three dis-
tinctive designations. It has been 
designated a Mississippi Histor-
ical Landmark by the Mississip-
pi Department of Archives and 
History (MSAH) and has been 
placed on the State of Mississip-
pi Register of Historic places. It 
is also on the National Registry 
of Historic Places. 

Plans are to restore the build-
ing and have it serve as a com-
munity center. 

The Booker T. project gener-
ated much discussion during the 
Dec. 7 board meeting. 

Ward 1 Alderman Justin 
Clearman said the city had paid 
Waggoner nearly $60,000. 
However, he said he’s not sure 
what has been done. 

“There is no blueprint that I 
have seen,” Clearman said. 
“From where I sit, I don’t think 
we need to approve anything 
else until we get a set of blue-

prints.” 
Ward 2 Alderman Jim Fulton 

said he, too, has not seen the 
blueprints. However, all alder-
men received blueprint copies 
on Friday. 

Referring to a pre-construc-
tion meeting held Nov. 30, 
Clearman questioned how 
much could actually be done 
because of the building’s histor-
ical designations. 
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The city will give Marty Stu-

art’s Congress of Country Music 
$1 million, aldermen decided 
unanimously last week. 

The city will provide the fund-
ing in annual $100,000 incre-
ments, officials said.  

Aldermen in September adopt-
ed an $11-million 2022 budget that 
included a 1-mill tax increase to 
fund a $1.25-an-hour pay increase 
for city employees.  

The city in October hired a 
Pearl firm to catch up on audits for 
Fiscal Year 2018, Fiscal Year 2019 
and Fiscal Year 2020. 

Last year, the city attempted to 
donate $1 million to the project 
with funds they were borrowing. 
However, the board later learned 
that bond issue monies could not 
be used for the project. The city 
then cut the bond issue amount 
from $2.5 million to $1.5 million 
and pledged to give the funding in 
$100,000 increments.  

Located on the southwest cor-
ner of Byrd Avenue and Main 
Street, when completed the $30 
million complex will feature a ren-
ovated Ellis Theater along with a 
museum to display Stuart’s 
20,000-plus piece collection of 
country music memorabilia.  

Fundraising efforts are under-
way to pay Stuart for his vast col-
lection of country music memora-
bilia and annual operating costs 
will eventually have to be 
addressed, officials have said. 

City to 
give $1M 
to Marty 
center

$100K PAYMENTS

Barry Walker founded The River, a Christian recovery community, in 2017. He has been 
doing counseling to help people overcome drug addiction at the county jail since March.

Work on an $11.7 million two-lane bridge replacement project at Tucker 
opened to traffic this week. A final stretch of four-lane from Tucker to 
House — including a second lane of bridges — remains unfunded as 

does a  $130 million bypass from Highway 19 to Williamsville that has 
been on the drawing board for three decades.

See GYM, page 7A

Booker T. costs rise to over $500K

Clark: We can’t arrest our way out

bridges open
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DRUG EPIDEMIC

Woman, unborn daughter die in wreck
A Philadelphia woman and her unborn daughter 

died in a one-vehicle crash last Tuesday afternoon 
on Highway 15 south that sent two others to the hos-
pital, the authorities said. 

Kobie Wesley, 20, of Bogue Chitto and her 
unborn daughter died in the crash and were pro-

nounced dead on the scene, according to Mississippi 
Highway Patrol spokesman Sgt. Jameka Moore. 

“If y’all knew Kobie Wesley y’all knew she 
always had a smile on her face,” Ashlie Nicole post-
ed on Facebook. “Prayers for her momma.” 

Her hobbies included basketball, volleyball, Tik-

Tok, Snapchat, playing soccer and cheerleading, her 
family said. 

A funeral service is set for 10 a.m. Thursday at 
Bogue Chitto Gym with Rev. Thomas Ben officiat-
ing. 

See WRECK, page 7A
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A Neshoba County man was 

arrested and charged with vehi-
cle theft after allegedly stealing a 
car in Neshoba County and lead-
ing Newton County officials on a 
multicounty chase that ended in 
a fiery wreck in Rankin County 
on Nov. 30. 

Daniel Todd Dennington, 39, 
of 18820 Highway 21 south, was 
arrested and charged with felony 
motor vehicle theft, simple 
assault causing bodily harm and 
domestic violence-simple 
assault. 

Neshoba County Sheriff Eric 

Clark said Dennington 
has been denied bond 
on the vehicle theft 
charge and has a hold 
from the Mississippi 
Department of Correc-
tions for a probation 
violation. He was previ-
ously being held in 
Scott County, where he 
faces charges related to 
the chase. 

Clark said Rankin County 
Sheriff’s deputies arrested 
Daniel Todd Dennington on 
Nov. 30 after deploying spike 
strips stopping the stolen white 
2020 Camry he was driving. 
Clark said the car that was 

reported stolen around 
7:30 p.m. that day is 
now totaled. 

“We are in contact 
with the victim, and it 
looks like her vehicle 
will be a total loss,” 
Clark said. “It was burnt 
really badly.” 
On Nov. 30, Denning-

ton allegedly held a 
woman at knifepoint on High-
way 21 and took her vehicle. 

Clark said his office had been 
tracking Dennington by an ankle 
monitor he was wearing and 
issued a BOLO — “be on the 
lookout” — for him after the car 
was reported stolen. 

Officials had tracked Den-
nington to a service station on 
Central Drive near Lowe’s, but 
he had left before Philadelphia 
Police could arrive on the scene 
before they got news of the 
chase. 

The chase started in Union, 
Clark said, and then went 
through Decatur “at a really high 
rate of speed” and on through 
parts of Newton and Scott coun-
ties before Rankin County offi-
cials stopped Dennington in their 
jurisdiction using spike strips 
before the car caught on fire. 

Clark said the fire started in 
the vehicle’s front tires.

2A, The Neshoba Democrat, Philadelphia, Miss., December 15, 2021

Engagements & Weddings 
 
There is no charge for engagement and wedding 

announcements. Submit them to weddings@neshobade-
mocrat.com. 

The deadline for submitting engagements and wed-
dings is at noon on Friday before the Wednesday publica-
tion. 

Every effort will be made to run the announcement on 
the date requested, but space requirements and time some-
times prohibit it. 

Wedding copy must not exceed the equivalent of more 
than two 8 1/2 x 11 inch pages.  

The Democrat reserves the right to edit articles to fit 
space requirements and style. 

News of parties relating to engagements or weddings 
can be submitted. 

 
Obituary policy 

 
The Democrat publishes a standard format obituary at 

no charge. 
The standard obituary includes: service, burial and 

funeral home details, date of death, age, place of resi-
dence, a sentence or two of personal information (no opin-
ionated comments) detailing occupation, education, church 
affiliation, military service, listing spouse or children, 
immediate survivors (list only spouses, children, siblings, 
number of grandchildren, number of nieces and nephews) 
and pallbearers. In-laws, aunts, uncles, friends and hon-
orary pallbearers are not included in the free listing. The 
standard obituary may be up to 150 words in length. 

To list extended family and more details, there is a 
charge of $125 for up to 300 words total; $250 for up to 
500 words total; $500 up to 1,200 words total. Photos may 
be included for an additional charge of $25. 

Obituaries must be submitted electronically by funeral 
homes to obituaries@neshobademocrat.com no later than 
Tuesday at noon for publication in Wednesday’s edition. 
Any obituary not submitted electronically is subject to a 
$25 charge. 

 
School and community news 

 
The Democrat welcomes school and community news. 

Send to news@neshobademocrat.com or neshobademoc-
rat.com/submit. 

 
Of Local Interest 

 
Let us know about your events at least a week in 

advance. Send announcements to local@neshobademoc-
rat.com 

 
Tips and breaking news 

 
Let us know when you see news happening. Send tips 

to tips@neshobademocrat.com. News tips are encouraged 
and can be kept confidential. 

 
Sports 

 
Headed to a sporting event with a camera or have 

sports news, contact Sports Editor Steve Swogetinsky: 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Letters to the editor 

 
Letters to the editor expressing your views and opin-

ions (please limit them to 250 words or less) are welcome 
and encouraged: neshobademocrat.com/submit or directly 
to Jim Prince at jprince@neshobademocrat.com. 

 
How to contact us 
 
By telephone 
Telephone: 601-656-4000 
Facsimile: 601-656-6379 
Electronically 
neshobademocrat.com 
Facebook: /neshobademocrat 
Twitter: @NeshobaDemocrat 
 
Physical address 
439 Beacon ST 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Mailing address 
P.O. Box 30 
Philadelphia, MS 39350 
 
Advertising sales 
Joy Stewart 
601-676-0999 
joy@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Editor & Publisher 
Jim Prince 
601-676-0992 
jprince@neshobademocrat.com 
 
Managing Editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Sports editor 
Steve Swogetinsky 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
601-676-0993 
 
Subscribe to the Democrat 
 
Subscriptions are $36 annually in Neshoba County, $40 
non-local, $25 for 6 months locally, $27 for 6 months non-
local and $43 annually Out of State. 
 
Subscribe online at neshobademocrat.com/subscribe. 
 
Founded in 1881 
 
The Democrat was founded in 1881 and has been locally 
owned ever since.

(USPS 377-160) 
The Neshoba Democrat is published every Wednesday by The Neshoba 
Democrat Publishing Co., Inc., 439 Beacon Street, Philadelphia, Miss., 
James E. Prince III, president. Subscriptions are $36 per year in Nesho-
ba and adjoining counties, $40 in other Mississippi counties and $43 for 
out of state. Single copy price is $1. Periodicals postage paid at Philadel-
phia, MS. 
 
The Democrat reserves the right to reject or edit any or all advertising. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: The Neshoba Democrat, 
P.O. Box 30, Philadelphia, MS 39350.
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Philadelphia police are 

investigating a string of thefts in 
which car parts were reported 
stolen throughout town over the 
weekend. 

“As of this morning, we have 
received four separate reports of 
catalytic converter thefts in the 
city,” said Police Chief Eric 
Lyons on Monday. 

Lyons said the thefts were 
reported at the AT&T store on 
Water View Lane behind the 

Huddle House, Tolbert Chevro-
let, the Rent-a-Center on Bea-
con Street and Byars Furniture 
trucks parked downtown. 

“These thefts occurred 
sometime over the weekend,” 
Lyons said. 

Lyons said investigators are 

checking surrounding business-
es and gathering video footage 
to locate possible suspects. He 
said they believe the thefts to be 
connected.

Philadelphia police investigating stolen car parts

Multi-county chase ends in fiery wreck

Clark’s department in 2020 
made 250 felony drug arrests. 
That does not count drug-related 
crimes such as thefts or driving 
offenses. 

After nearly two years, Clark 
has come to the conclusion that 
while arresting people helps, it’s 
not going to solve the drug prob-
lem but a ministry such as 
Ward’s can. 

Last year, Clark really saw 
firsthand the long-term effects of 
drug addiction on those in the jail 
during the pandemic. 

He’s tried to be aggressive 
from Day 1 when dealing drug 
crimes. “But when COVID hit 
last year, we held a lot of prison-
ers for a long time,” he said. 
“The state wouldn’t pick them 
up, and we couldn’t move them. 
We weren’t having a lot of court 
then.” 

As he got to know the 
inmates a little better, Clark said 
he saw that a majority were there 
because of crimes associated 
with drug addiction. 

“Drug cases were prevalent,” 
Clark said. “It just seemed like 
every other case, or every third 
case was drug related. They were 
addicted to the drugs, which led 
to felony possession or posses-
sion with the intent to distribute. 
It led to a lot of thefts.” 

Clark looked for ways to deal 
with addiction. Before COVID, 
area pastors and churches were 
allowed to come to the jail to 
provide counseling and services 
for the inmates. Clark said that 
was missed during the pandem-
ic. But as restrictions eased up, a 
schedule was set up for them to 
return. 

“I went to the Free Trade 
Recovery Church over in Leake 
County,” Clark said. “They have 
a Celebrate Recovery program 
which was Drug Court 
approved. Most of it is biblical-
based concepts, and they have 
helped people to overcome 
addiction.” 

Clark reached out to Walker 
to provide drug counseling serv-
ices in the jail. 

“We started an initiative back 
in March,” Walker said. “The 
Sheriff asked me to be the drug 
counselor at the jail. That gives 
me access to all of the inmates. 
So, I go in and vet them to see if 
they really want help.” 

Walker said he is not sur-
prised at the level of drug addic-
tion in Neshoba County. 

“I was a drug addict for 41 
years,” Walker said. “I started 
when I was 15 and remained so 
until I was 56. I was an active 
opioid addict, a benzos addict 
and an alcoholic. I got clean and 
sober in 2014, God called me to 
preach in 2016, and we opened 
The River in 2017. 

“I knew the severity of the sit-
uation. I knew how many drug 

addicts were out there. Prescrip-
tion drugs are just as bad (as ille-
gal street drugs). People going to 
church are hooked on pain 
killers, tranquilizers and sleeping 
pills. A committed relationship 
with Christ was one of the cen-
terpieces of my recovery.” 

Walker said his program pro-
vides a way people could learn 
the principles of scriptures and 
combine that with the opportuni-
ty of recovery. He helps people 
get into recovery programs and 
has seen them get their lives back 
on track. 

“We give them the opportuni-
ty to live and have a successful 
life,” Walker said. “I have seen 
people come back, graduate 
from college and have good jobs. 
They have become supervisors.” 

The Sheriff said people still 
have to face the consequences of 
their crimes. 

“I don’t want it to be some-
thing that is used to have an easy 
way out of jail,” Clark said. 
“They still have to bond out of 
jail. We don’t do anything extra 
other than to facilitate them with 
some leadership, someone who 
can hold them accountable once 
they do get out. 

“If you commit a crime, you 
have to be accountable for your 
action. But for someone who 
does recover, it goes a long way. 
In the end, that’s the goal, to 
rehabilitate people.” 

How can you tell the differ-
ence between a true change in a 
person and a jailhouse conver-

sion that does not go much fur-
ther than the door? 

“I don’t know if it is anything 
that changes rapidly, but hope-
fully, over the course of time, we 
will see it improve,” Clark said. 
“You see it by the fruit of a per-
son’s life.” 

Woods, the 19-year-old who 
was in the jail, said after initial 
meetings, Walker recommended 
a rehab program in Nettleton 
where he stayed for four months 
before being released and contin-
uing counseling with Walker. 

“I can see Barry,” Woods 
said. “He is always there if you 
need to talk. He is just a really 
good guy. He has got a very 
good program, and he really 
wants to see everybody succeed. 
He thinks everybody deserves a 
second chance.” 

Woods said he is grateful for 
the help he received through 
Walker and The River. 

“I’m grateful for the second 
chance that I was able to 
receive,” Woods said. “I still go 
in and see him even though I am 
out on my own. I'm very grateful 
for everything he has done for 
me. I really don't think that my 
life would be where it is right 
now if it had not been for Mr. 
Barry.” 

If you need help with addic-
tion or have a loved one who 
needs help, reach Walker at 601-
917-1212 or email barrywalk-
er1957@hotmail.com.

River 
Continued from page 1A

Daniel 
Dennington
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A woman suffered minor 

burns after her home on Colum-
bus Avenue was destroyed in a 
Thursday morning fire. 

The call came in at 10:45 a.m. 
Thursday, officials said. 

Philadelphia firefighters 
arrived on the scene at 616 
Columbus Avenue at 10:47 a.m. 
with two firetrucks, one heavy res-
cue truck and one battalion chief 
truck to find flames coming out of 
the attic and several windows. 

Fire officials said the fire start-
ed when an oxygen tank caught 
on fire after it was unplugged, 
igniting five other oxygen tanks in 
the house. 

It took 25 minutes to get the 
fire under control. The fire was out 
at 11:10 a.m. The house was a 
total loss, officials said.

Tribe lights Christmas tree
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Thursday morning fire 
destroys house, injures 1

Photo by COLEMAN EAKES

Firefighters battle a house fire on Columbus Avenue.

Tribal Chief Cyrus Ben, his family and the Princess take a picture in front of the Tribal Christ-
mas Tree. From left to right, Chief Ben, daughter Eden, 2021-2022 Choctaw Indian Princess 
Shemah Ladania Crosby, daughter Selah, wife TaRita, and son Brodie.
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Opinion

BIBLE SELECTION
and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the 
prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
             — Matthew 2:4-6 (ESV)

Bob Dole ‘a giver, not a taker’ 
CHARLES HURT

Biden is dividing the world
PATRICK J. BUCHANAN

In the cavernous halls of 
Washington, every occasion is 
an opportunity for politicians to 
celebrate themselves. The 
funeral of the former Senate 
majority leader Bob Dole — a 
man whose life was defined by 
truly selfless sacrifice — was 
certainly no exception. 

Politicians thronged the 
Capitol Rotunda and the 
National Cathedral to remem-
ber the life of Dole — at least to 
remember the life of Dole as it 
related to them. These people 
might be monstrous failures in 
everything they do, but at least 
they are consistent. 

President Biden seized the 
opportunity of Dole’s death to 
tell the story of how he con-
vinced Dole to support his own 
pet project: the failed federal 
passenger train service known 
as Amtrak. Dole devoted his life 
to serving others while Mr. 
Biden has devoted his to mak-
ing you pay for his commute 
between Washington and his 
home in Wilmington, Delaware. 

Mr. Biden finds this so funny 
he now tells it as a joke at funer-
als. And you are still paying for 
it. 

Current Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer also used 
Dole’s death as an opportunity 
to talk about himself, reminding 
everyone that the most danger-
ous place in all of Washington is 
the space between Mr. Schumer 
and a microphone — even the 
microphone at somebody else’s 
funeral. 

All this self-celebration was 
particularly off-key considering 
the man these people were sup-
posed to be remembering.  

In World War II, Dole literal-

ly sacrificed his body — and 
nearly his life — in the service 
of others. For the rest of his life, 
comedians spoofing Dole did so 
by holding a pen awkwardly in 
their right hand the same way 
Dole had to because of his 
shrapnel-mangled body. 

The other thing comedians 
always lampooned Dole about 
was his constant reference to 
himself as “Bob Dole.” That 
was because he was a humble 
man and found it so uncomfort-
able to say “I” or talk about 
“me.” 

So, it was such a blessing to 
finally get through all the blovi-
ating self-regard from politi-
cians at the National Cathedral 
on Friday to finally hear from 
someone who simply wanted to 
remember Dole.  

In doing so, Dole’s daughter, 
Robin, proved herself to truly 
be her father’s daughter. 

She promised to be brief — 
“to help me make it through 
this,” she said. “And to make 
Dad smile, because a lot of us in 
this room know how much he 
appreciated brevity.” 

Indeed, Robin stayed strong 
as she talked about how her 
father loved his family, loved 
his hometown of Russell, 
Kansas, and loved animals. 

“Bob Dole was a giver, not a 
taker,” she said. His goal every 
single day was to help at least 
one person. And, yet, his eternal 
demeanor was that he had not 
done enough for those around 
him. 

Talking about her father’s 
caregivers, Robin’s voice qua-
vered. But — like her father 
standing to salute the casket of a 
fellow World War II veteran — 
she held strong. 

The only moment she gave 
way to emotion — just briefly 
— was as she recalled the 
recent death of her dog, Cooper.  

Isn’t that always what gets 
us most? Oh, the mystery of 
death and the clarity of faith. 

Robin quickly recovered to 
tell how it was her father who 
guided her through the grief — 
and then got her a new puppy! 

Even in death, Dole contin-
ues to serve others. 

One of the ways Dole most 
famously served his country 
was with his dry, vicious wit — 
something badly needed and 
sorely lacking in Washington. 

Robin read from a letter her 
father wrote before he died in 
which he confessed that he was 
“a bit curious to learn if I am 
correct in thinking that Heaven 
will look a lot like Kansas.” 

And, he wrote, “to see, like 
others who have gone before 
me, if I will still be able to vote 
in Chicago.” 

God bless you, Bob Dole. 
Thank you for your service. 
And long may you vote from 
your eternal resting place. 

 
 

Charles Hurt is the opinion edi-
tor at The Washington Times.

When did the political sys-
tems of 193 nations become 
the business of the govern-
ment of the United States? 
And who elected us Ameri-
cans to write the moral code 
for the regimes that rule other 
lands?  

Consider: On taking office, 
President Joe Biden pledged to 
center his foreign policy “on 
the defense of democracy and 
the protection of human 
rights.” At his Summit for 
Democracy, he said it was 
America’s intent to undertake 
the bolstering of democracy 
and human rights worldwide. 

Yet no nation bristles more 
than we Americans do when 
we discover foreign regimes 
meddling in our politics or 
presidential elections.  

Why? Historically, Ameri-
cans have collaborated not 
only with democracies but 
also with autocrats, dictators, 
monarchs and tyrants. 

George Washington danced 
a jig when he learned an 
alliance had been forged with 
the France of King Louis XVI 
to fight beside us in our war of 
independence against the Eng-
land of King George III, in 
whose army Washington had 
himself fought in the French 
and Indian War. 

In the War of 1812, the 
United States fought the same 
British enemy as Napoleon 
was fighting, which may 
explain why the British enthu-
siastically burned our Capitol 
and White House in August 
1814. 

In World War I, we “make-
the-world-safe-for-democra-
cy” Americans were wartime 
allies of the British, French, 
Russian and Japanese empires.  

At the 1919 Paris Peace 
Conference, President 
Woodrow Wilson signed the 
documents that parceled out 
Germanic lands and peoples 
against their will and in viola-
tion of Wilson’s own pro-
fessed doctrine of self-deter-
mination.  

Against Imperial Japan and 
Nazi Germany from 1941 to 
1945, our principal allies, 
whose armies did most of the 
fighting and dying, were 
Joseph Stalin and Generalissi-
mo Chiang Kai-shek. Neither 
was a democrat. 

During the Cold War, we 
were at times allied with South 
Korean dictators, Argentine 
generals, Greek colonels, the 

shah of Iran, Gen. Augusto 
Pinochet of Chile, Latin Amer-
ican despots, African klepto-
crats and assorted royals 
across the Middle East. 

The world’s largest democ-
racy during the Cold War was 
India, which sided with 
Moscow, while autocratic and 
Muslim Pakistan lined up with 
us.  

President Richard Nixon’s 
great diplomatic achievement, 
the 1972 opening to China, 
established a detente between 
the world’s greatest democra-
cy and its most monstrous and 
murderous tyranny. U.S. elites 
were elated. 

The point of the recitation? 
In times of crisis for our 
republic, we have often found 
allies in autocrats and dictators 
while democracies such as 
India and Sweden remained 
basically neutral. 

Nations judge friends not 
by the ideology that they pro-
fess but by how they behave 
when a crisis comes. 

When the Yom Kippur War 
broke out in 1973, autocratic 
Portugal allowed the use of the 
Azores for U.S. planes carry-
ing tanks and guns to Israel. 
Some of our other allies 
remained neutral. 

Lately, we have been 
preaching the superiority of 
our democracy as a political 
system for all peoples, as it 
manifests “universal values.” 

But if tomorrow the kings 
of Morocco, Jordan, Bahrain 
and Saudi Arabia, and the 
emirs of Kuwait and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, fell to pop-
ular uprisings in the name of 
democracy, how beneficial 
would this be to the U.S.? 

A decade ago, when the 
Arab Spring produced free 
elections in Egypt and the 
Palestinian territories, the big 
winners were the Muslim 
Brotherhood and Hamas. 

Again, when did the politi-
cal systems of foreign nations 
that do not threaten or attack us 
become an American concern?  

When did they become any 
of our business?  

During the Cold War, Stalin 
imposed communism on that 
half of Europe he had con-
quered in World War II. Nikita 
Khrushchev brayed, “We will 
bury you!” and, “Your grand-
children will live under com-
munism.” 

But Russian President 
Vladimir Putin does not say, 
“Your grandchildren will live 
under communism” or under 
autocracy. Or under Russian 
rule. 

Nor does the China of Xi 
Jinping, who preaches the 
supremacy of his system, 
attempt to impose communist 
ideology on his neighbors who 
have not embraced it.  

China is communist to the 
core, but outside the territories 
it claims as its own — such as 
Tibet, Xinjiang, Hong Kong, 
Inner Mongolia — it does not 
impose its ideology. It does 
not impose Communist Party 
rule. 

It was the U.S. under Presi-
dent George W. Bush that 
preached a global crusade for 
democracy. It is the United 
States that today backs color-
coded revolutions to overturn 
regimes in the Balkans, Cau-
casus and Near East. 

It is the United States 
whose National Endowment 
for Democracy and its sub-
sidiaries, and government-
backed NGOs, interfere inces-
santly in the internal affairs of 
other nations to extend our 
democratist ideology. 

Most autocrats are nation-
alists, not transnational cru-
saders.  

It is not Putin who is divid-
ing the world based on ideolo-
gy.  

It is Biden who sees the 
world as divided between 
saints and sinners, democrats 
and autocrats and, by coercion 
and conversion, seeks to grow 
the camp of the saints. Pak-
istan is invited to the democra-
cy summit, while NATO ally 
Hungary is blackballed. 

In the great power struggle 
of the present, among Ameri-
ca, Russia and China, it is the 
Americans who are waging 
relentless ideological wars. 
And ideological wars often 
end in shooting wars. 

 
Patrick J. Buchanan is the 
author of “Nixon’s White House 
Wars: The Battles That Made 
and Broke a President and 
Divided America Forever.”

Bob Dole’s goal every 
single day was to help 

at least one person. 
And, yet, his eternal 

demeanor was that he 
had not done enough 
for those around him.
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Americans are waging 
relentless ideological 
wars. And ideological 

wars often end in 
shooting wars. 

EDITORIALS

As America’s chosen leader, President 
Biden has committed the United States “to 
lead by example” along an ambitious 
course toward achieving a clean-energy 
economy, pronto. Reducing energy usage 
that produces carbon emissions is one 
thing; replacing the energy lost in the 
“green” conversion is another. Unfortu-
nately, the president has failed to show 
how the nation can accomplish both goals 
simultaneously without risking a collision 
with energy deficiency. 

Mr. Biden on Wednesday signed an 
executive order directing the federal gov-
ernment to achieve net-zero carbon emis-
sions by 2050, including 100% carbon-
free electricity by 2030. The order 
includes directives to purchase only zero-
emissions light-duty trucks for govern-
ment use by 2027 and make all federal 
vehicles zero-emissions by 2035. Addi-
tionally, federal buildings are expected to 
achieve a 50% reduction in emissions by 
2032, and the feds’ entire building portfo-
lio should reach net-zero emissions by 
2045.  

The big energy picture illustrates the 
difficulty in fashioning a carbon-free 
economy. Total U.S. primary energy con-
sumption for 2020 measured 92.9 
quadrillion British thermal units (or 
“quads”), according to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration (EIA). Fossil 
fuels, which generate those hated carbon 
emissions as a byproduct, make up a pre-
ponderant, 79% of the nation’s energy 
consumption. Nuclear power contributes 
9% to the total, and renewal sources add 
the remaining 12%. 

Were Americans one and all to join the 
Biden “green” revolution, they would 
need to replace 73.4 carbon-laden quads 
with some extremely potent substitutes. 

Though clean, nuclear power is out of 
fashion and thus out of the question, leav-
ing only renewables to carry the load. 
Solar panels and wind turbines generate 
4.3 quads of power, and hydroelectric and 
biomass add another 7 quads. All told, the 
entire inventory of renewal fuels currently 
falls vanishingly short of fulfilling the 
nation’s energy needs. 

Mr. Biden’s executive order means 
Americans are likely to witness a govern-
ment-run energy shift with, among other 
things, federal employees tooling around 
in battery-powered electric vehicles. If too 
many of their neighbors follow suit, 
though, the nation’s supply of juice would 
soon dry up. That’s because 90 percent of 
the nation’s transportation-sector fuel — 
24.2 quads annually — comes from petro-
leum. Replacing all that liquid energy 
with plug-in power would require a 40% 
boost to the nation’s current electricity 
usage of 35.7 quads. 

Of course, going clean won’t happen 
with the flip of a switch. Before the presi-
dent’s new orders, the EIA was predicting 
U.S. electricity requirements would only 
rise by less than 1% annually between 
2020 and 2050. A Biden-ordered charge 
away from fossil fuels — particularly in 
transportation — could overwhelm the 
nation’s projected electricity generation 
capacity. 

Fortunately, worldwide carbon-dioxide 
emissions have been flat for a decade, 
according to the Global Carbon Project, 
undercutting the rationale for drastic 
measures. Americans shouldn’t play “fol-
low the leader” with “President Carbon-
Free-Wannabe Biden.” Doing so would 
risk a collision with reality in the form of 
energy deficiency. 

— The Washington Times

Carbon-free wannabe Biden

DECEMBER 15, 1941 
Miss Irene McMichael, 

Philadelphia Elementary 
School Supervisor, has been 
appointed chairman of 
arrangements for the annual 
President’s Ball in January, by 
W.M. Prince, chairman of the 
Neshoba County Infantile 
Paralysis Chapter.  

A very important mass 
meeting of all citizens has 
been called for one hour only 
between 10:00 and 11:00 
o’clock on Friday morning, 
Dec. 12 for the purpose of 
making plans to raise Nesho-
ba County’s quota of the 
National Campaign for war 
purposes as announced by the 
Red Cross. 

 
DECEMBER 16, 1951 
Dr. J.H. Leigh of this city 

was named president of the 
East Mississippi Medical 
Society at the annual meeting 
held Thursday night at the 
Lamar in Meridian. Dr Leigh 
will serve for the ensuing 
year.  

The local Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post has invited 
Santa Claus to visit Philadel-
phia Saturday afternoon, 
December 22 at 2:00 p.m. and 
parade around the court 
square. All members of the 
VFW are inviting all the chil-
dren of the county to be pres-
ent that afternoon and parade 
with Ole Santa.   

 
DECEMBER 15, 1961 
Play will start tonight in 

the Neshoba County basket-
ball tournament when the 

Rockettes meet the Dekalb 
girls at 7:00 o’clock, followed 
by the first boys’ game 
between Philadelphia and 
Dekalb.  

Lucky ticket holders will 
win a total of $300 Saturday 
at the Philadelphia Goodwill.  

At the meeting of the 
Neshoba County Board of 
Supervisors, held this week, 
Frank Fancher of Beat 3, was 
reappointed as Trustee of the 
Neshoba County Hospital.  

     
DECEMBER 17, 1971 
Robert Prisock, a Philadel-

phia attorney, said this week 
that he would probably be a 
candidate for Chancery Judge 
of the Sixth District of Mis-
sissippi in the June election.  

Neshoba Central throttled 
West Lauderdale three times 
here Tuesday night with the 
varsity boys winning the big 
one, 90-67.  

Agents of the state Alco-
holic Beverage Control of 
Division have made a series 
of successful raids recently, 
netting both illegal beer and 
whiskey.  

 
DECEMBER 18, 1981 
Two persons have been 

arrested on charges of illegal 
possession of alcoholic bever-
ages, said Neshoba County 
Sheriff Johnny Phillips.  

The Philadelphia Elemen-
tary School activities building 
is now under construction and 
is scheduled to be in opera-
tion by Jan. 4. 

A new two-hour free park-
ing limit in Philadelphia will 

go into effect on Jan. 31 for a 
three-month trial period.       

 
DECEMBER 15, 1991 
A boating accident on the 

Pearl River has claimed the 
life of a 66-year-old county 
man.  

Philadelphia florist Ruby 
Yates planted the seeds for 
her career early in life. Now 
50 years later, she’s reaping 
the fruits of her labor with her 
business that’s in full bloom.  

     
DECEMBER 15, 2001 
Officials from Neshoba, 

Madison, Leake, and Kemper 
counties have formed a coali-
tion they hope will help get a 
section of Mississippi 16 west 
from Carthage into Canton 
four-laned as part of a new 
highway program.  

Volunteers for the Neshoba 
Baptist Center say hundreds 
of people will be helped with 
food and clothing over the 
holidays and that helping peo-
ple is another way to reach 
them for Christ.         

  
DECEMBER 17, 2011 
Four people have been 

appointed to a non-profit 
board to plan and maintain a 
center in Philadelphia to 
house the country music col-
lection of Marty Staurt.  

With nearly 200 Neshoba 
County families still in need, 
the deadline has been extend-
ed until Tuesday  in the 11th 
annual Plea for the Needy 
campaign.  



Boyd V. Walton 
Jr. 

Boyd V. Walton Jr., age 89, 
passed away peacefully at home 
in Birmingham, Alabama on 
December 9, 
2021, sur-
rounded by his 
loving wife 
and family.  

Born in 
L i n w o o d , 
N e s h o b a 
County, Mis-
sissippi, Boyd 
attended Lin-
wood Communi-
ty School where 
he met his life-
long sweetheart, Rachel Spears, 
in the fourth grade. Their love 
grew throughout their high 
school and college years culmi-
nating in marriage, January 20, 
1951, shortly before Boyd gradu-
ated from Mississippi State Uni-
versity.  

His work career commenced 
as a Junior Accountant for South-
ern Bell in Jackson, Mississippi. 
His progressions through man-
agement resulted in relocations to 
Knoxville, TN, Atlanta, GA, 
New York City, NY, Atlanta, GA 
again, Orlando, FL, and finally 
Birmingham, AL. Boyd was a 
developer of managers and 
enjoyed mentoring and support-
ing his managers during their 
career. His signature contribution 
was spearheading the establish-
ment of the computerized data 
systems organization for the new 
South Central Bell company in 
Birmingham beginning in 1969.  
When he retired in 1989 at the 
age of 57, he held the position of 
Vice President and Comptroller 
of South Central Bell (Bell-
South). Boyd will be remem-
bered for his kindness and gen-
erosity.  

He was also known as a man 
of high integrity demonstrated by 
his actions throughout his life. As 
a long-time active member and 
life deacon of the Mountain 
Brook Baptist Church, he served 
on the Church Financial Com-
mittee leveraging his business 
experience in the development of 
formal financial policies and pro-
cedures. Boyd loved the game of 
golf.  

With Rachel, he played many 
of the most famous golf courses 
in the world. Some of Boyd’s 
favorite courses were in Hawaii, 
Palm Springs, Ireland, and Scot-
land. He was a member of The 
Country Club of Birmingham 
and the Willow Point Golf & 
Country Club in Alexander City. 
For many years he was an active 
member of the Rollers dogfight 
group at The Birmingham Coun-
try Club. With his background in 
data systems, he oversaw the 
mechanization of the Roller golf 
pairing and score tracking and 
reporting system.  

More than golf, he cherished 
his family which included chil-
dren, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. His passion was 
creating lasting family memories 
by planning special trips and pro-
viding a beach condo and lake 
house for the family to enjoy. 
This was the highlight of his 
retirement and greatly appreciat-
ed by his family.  

Boyd is survived by his wife 
Rachel of 70 years, son Tommy 
(Kathy), and daughter Vickie 
Rader (Dave), grandchildren, 
Lindsay McClellan (Robert), 
Lacey Simmons (Jeremy), 
Rachel Knowlton (Keith), Wal-
ton Rader (Margaret), Jonathan 
Walton, and many loving great-
grandchildren; Olivia, Landon, 
Savannah, Lillian, Shiloh, 
Rhodes, Ford, Mary Katherine, 
Florie, Rader, Henry, Faith, 
Rock, Francie, Spears, and Craw-
ford with one more on the way.   

Boyd was predeceased by his 
mother and father, Lillian 
Thompson Walton and Boyd 
Vernard Walton, Sr. of Linwood 

in Neshoba County, Mississippi; 
also, predeceasing Boyd was his 
sister Sharlotte June Burnside of 
Germantown, Tennessee. Boyd 
gave his undying love to his 
sweetheart Rachel who in turn 
provided him with unmatched 
love and care in his final days on 
this earth.  

A Celebration of Life Service 
will take place at Mountain 
Brook Baptist Church Saturday, 
December 18, 2021 at 11:00 a.m.  
A visitation with the family will 
follow in Hudson Hall. A special 
thank you to the caregivers at 
HomeInstead for their loving 
care and support during his final 
days.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations in Boyd’s name may 
be sent to any charity or to Moun-
tain Brook Baptist Church, 3631 
Montevallo Road, Birmingham, 
AL 35213. 

 

Dale Sheets 
Mr. Dale Sheets, age 60, of 

Laurel Springs passed away 
Monday morning, November 29, 
2021 at Lake 
Norman Med-
ical Center. 

F u n e r a l 
services will 
be held on 
M o n d a y , 
December 6, 
2021 at 
2:00pm at 
Boone Family 
Funeral Home 
Chapel with Rev. 
Russell Sheets 
and Rev. Jospeh Kesserling offi-
ciating. Burial will follow in the 
Transou Community Cemetery. 

The family will receive 
friends on Sunday, December 5, 
2021 from 6:30-8:30 pm at 
Boone Family Funeral Home. 

Better known to all as Dale. 
Loving husband, son, brother, 
uncle, and father. He loved his 
wife and family more than life 
itself and was abundantly proud 
of his nephews. Dale was the 
strongest, kindest, most loving 
man that anyone could ask for. 
He never met a stranger, and 
would jump at the chance to help 
anyone and everyone out every 
opportunity he got. He took great 
pride in helping others. He was a 
farmer, mechanic, and a teacher, 
and by teacher I mean he was 
always willing to share the infi-
nite amount of knowledge he had 
with anyone who was willing to 
learn. His passion was farming 
and teaching others everything he 
knew about farming. To say he 
will be missed would be an 
understatement, the world will 
never know a better man then he, 
and the community will forever 
weep at the loss of such a man. 
He’s in God’s hands now, and we 
know he’s watching over us. We 
can only strive daily to be more 
like the man he was. More kind, 
more loving, and more giving It’s 
not a goodbye, because we know 
we shall see him again one day.  

Dale is preceded in death by 
his grandparents; Gordon and 
Mable Sheets and Henry and Ida 
Smith. 

Mr. Sheets is survived by:  his 
wife, Gail Roten Sheets; a daugh-
ter, Jenni Bryant and fiancé Jared 
Sells, of Laurel Springs; his 
mother & step father, Doris & 
Carl Vowell, of Mississippi; a sis-
ter, Reinette Foster and husband 
Eddie of Louisiana; one great 
niece, and several nieces and 
nephews also survive. 

Pallbearers are Clint Foster, 
Corporal Aaron Foster, Todd 

Greene, Alex Addison, Jared 
Sells, Will Miller, Paul Payne, 
and Kelly Clontz. 

Memorials may be made to 
Transou Community Cemetery, 
815 Peak Church Road, Laurel 
Springs, NC 28644. 

Frank         
Rossomanno 

Funeral services for Frank 
Rossomanno will be held 
Wednesday, December 15, 2021 
at 2 pm from McClain-Hays 
Chapel with Father Darnis offici-
ating. Burial will follow in Holy 
Cross Cemetery. Visitation will 
be held Wednesday, December 
15, 2021 from  1 pm until service 
time at McClain-Hays Funeral 
Home. 

Mr. Rossomanno, 85, of 
Philadelphia died Sunday, 
December 12, 2021. 

Frank was a native of St 
Louis, MO and was a graduate of 
the University of Missouri and 
received his BS. He was an Actor 
his whole life but worked as a 
teacher in Public Schools and 
Tribal Schools until his retire-
ment in 2015. 

Survivors include wife of 53 
years, Joanne Rossomanno of 
Philadelphia; daughter, Angela 
Rossomanno (Tony Martin) of 
Philadelphia; son, Joseph Rosso-
manno (Kerry Kennedy) of 
Tuscaloosa; grandchildren, Anna 
Rossomanno and Rain Kennedy; 
brother, George Rossomanno of 
St Louis, MO; a host of nieces 
and nephews. 

Preceded in death by brothers, 
Edward and Pete Rossomanno; 
sister, Doratea Phillips. 

 

Wendell Dwight 
Robertson 

Funeral service for Mr. Wen-
dell Dwight Robertson was held 
at 3 PM Tuesday, December 14, 
2021 at John E. Stephens Chapel 
with Rev. John Stephens officiat-
ing. Interment will be in Sand-
town Cemetery. Visitation was 
from 2-3 PM Tuesday, December 
14, 2021 at John E. Stephens 
Chapel. Mr. Robertson, 76, 
passed away Friday, December 
10, 2021 at his home. He enjoyed 
fishing and boating. He is preced-
ed in death by his wife, Brenda 
Ann Boler Robertson; parents, 
Vernon Robertson and Ludie Ila 
Ward Robertson; brother, Quin-
ton Robertson. Survivors include 
daughter, Susan (Steve) Clay-
comb of Brandon; son, Jerry 
(Beth) Robertson of Brandon; 2 
grandchildren. Pallbearers are 
Kris Robertson, Kevin Robert-
son, Danny Robertson, Quinton 
McLemore, Quade McLemore, 
Josh Robertson. 

 

Jerrell Dolan 
Ingram 

Graveside service for Mr. Jer-
rell Dolan Ingram will be held 10 
AM Monday, December 20, 
2021 at Cedar Lawn Cemetery. 
With Rev. Mitchell McDonald 
and Rev. John E. Stephens offici-
ating. John E. Stephens Chapel is 
in charge of arrangements. Mr. 
Ingram, 59, passed away Mon-
day, December 6, 2021 in Jack-
son, MS. He lived in Neshoba 

Co. most of his life where he was 
a Graduate of Neshoba Central 
and then attended ECJC. He was 
a member of Southside United 
Methodist Church. He worked at 
Rainbow Signs in Jackson for 23 
years. Mr. Ingram was currently 
employed at Allied Locke Indus-
tries for the past 6 years. His hob-
bies were drawing, music, and 
hot rods. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Lester J. 
Ingram and Lillie Katherine 
Jenkins Ingram. Survivors 
include sister, Aleta Ingram 
Reitcheck (Allen) of Phila; broth-
ers, Lenard Ingram (Mary Anna) 
of Brandon, Kendell Ingram 
(Brandie) of Phila., Stanley 
Ingram (Carla) of FL.; a host of 
nieces and nephews. 

 

Harlon Dwight 
Bell 

Funeral service for Mr. Har-
lon Dwight Bell will be held 10 
AM Thursday, December 9, 2021 
at Pearl River Facility Building 
with Rev. Thomas Ben officiat-
ing. Interment will be in Hope 
Indian Baptist Cemetery. Visita-
tion will begin at 3 PM Wednes-
day, December 8, 2021 at the 
Pearl River Facility Building. 
John E. Stephens Chapel is in 
charge of arrangements. 

Mr. Bell, 68, passed away 
Monday, December 6, 2021 at 
University Medical Center in 
Jackson, MS. He enjoyed hunt-
ing, fishing, spending time with 
family and his dogs, Bear and 
Luke. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Frank Bell, Sr. and Ive-
nia Lewis Bell; sisters, Annie Bil-
lie, Judy Billie, Mary Silmon and 
Melba Smith; brother, Frank 
Bell, Jr. 

Survivors include daughters, 
Kendall Grisham (Jason) and 
Chassidy Wilson (Warren); 6 
grandchildren, Tenly Grisham, 
Gracyn Grisham, Kassie Cox, 
Caden Wilson, Kerri Wilson, 
Landry Wilson. 

Pallbearers are LaBradford 
Wahwasuck, Cassius Lunder-
man, Keenan Wahwasuck, 
Michael Smith, Jad Frazier, Gary 
Lilly, Nickey Charlie, Wauseka 
York. Honorary pallbearers are 
Randy Jimmie, Tony Lilly, 
Jimmy Ben and Leonard Jimmie. 

 

Joy Ann     
McMillian 

Funeral services for Ms. Joy 
Ann McMillian was  held at 10 
AM Thursday, November 18, 
2021 at Tucker Gym with Bro. 
Ross Crosby officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Tucker Commu-
nity Cemetery. Visitation was at 4 
PM Tuesday, November 16, 
2021 at the Tucker Gym. John E. 
Stephens Chapel Funeral Servic-
es in charge. Ms. McMillian, 80, 
passed away on Thursday, 
November 11, 2021 at her daugh-
ter’s home in Carthage, MS. She 
was born in Oklahoma but 
moved to MS at a young age. She 
enjoyed beading and sewing. Ms. 

McMillian is preceded in death 
by her husband, Lawrence 
McMillian; parents; son, James 
Sampson; sisters, Sarah Jane 
McMillan, Shirley Ann Thomp-
son. Survivors include daughter, 
Laura Sam; son, Donovan 
McMillian; sisters, Shirley Dean 
Sampson; brother, Jasper Ronald 
Sampson; 10 grandchildren, 13 
great-grandchildren. 

 

Keith Guyton 
Agent 

Memorial service for Mr. 
Keith Guyton Agent was 10 AM 
Wednesday, November 24, 2021 
at John E. Stephens Chapel with 
Rev. John E. Stephens officiating. 
Interment in Oak Grove Ceme-
tery. John E. Stephens Chapel 
was in charge. 

Mr. Agent ,75, passed away 
Saturday, November 20, 2021 at 
his home. He lived in the Arling-
ton community most of his life. 
He worked at Richardson Mold-
ing in Maintenance. He was a 
member of Macedonia Revival 
Center. His hobby was cutting 
grass and he loved his family and 
friends. 

He is preceded in death by his 
wife, Diane Hughes Agent; par-
ents, Herman Clyde Agent and 
Winnie Hazel Ferguson Agent; 
daughter, Diane Michelle Tol-
bert; sons, Keith Guyton Agent 
Jr.; brothers, Swinton and Kern 
Agent. 

Survivors include wife, Bev-
erly Agent; sisters, Marie Flow-
ers of LA., Shearleen Nance of 
Phila., Elner Coghland of Tupelo; 
(7) grandchildren; (6) great-
grandchildren; several nieces and 
nephews. 

 

Robert L. 
“Bubba” George 

Funeral services for Robert L. 
“Bubba” George were held Tues-
day, December 14, 2021, at 2:00 
p.m. from McClain-Hays Chapel 
with Rev. Randy Caldwell offici-
ating.  Burial followed in Tucker 
Cemetery. Visitation was held at 
McClain-Hays Funeral Home 
one hour prior to service.  

Robert L. “Bubba” George, 
89, died at The Windsor Place in 
Columbus, MS, on December 10, 
2021. 

Robert was born on May 10, 
1932, to the late Mattie Gibson 
George and Robert Lee George, 
and was a longtime resident of 
Kemper County.   He graduated 
from Cleveland High School and 
served in the United States Army 
in Germany.  During his lifetime 
he was employed by the City of 
Jackson, MS; U. S. Motors of 
Philadelphia, MS; and MDOT, 
where he retired with 23 years of 
service. 

In addition to his parents, 
Robert was preceded in death by 
seven brothers and two sisters.  

He is survived by his wife of 
68 years, Coweela Harbour 
George; daughter, Diann (Mike) 
Carter; son, Robert Michael 
George; grandchildren, Jesse 

Carter, Christopher Carter, Kate-
lynn George, and Price George; 
great-grandchildren, Caleigh 
Carter, Abbey Carter, Hannah 
Carter, and Reid Neyman; many 
nieces, nephews and their fami-
lies. 

Pallbearers are Jim Hedges, 
Sam Porter, Mike Savell, Patrick 
Savell, Andrew Savell, and Neill 
Wood. 

 

Lee Duett 
Funeral services for Lee Duett 

were held Sunday, December 12, 
2021, at 2 pm from McClain-
Hays Chapel with Rev. Bill 
Boykin officiating. Burial fol-
lowed in Pine Grove Cemetery in 
the House Community of Nesho-
ba County. Visitation was held 
Saturday, December 11, 2021, 
from 5 until 8 pm at McClain-
Hays Funeral Home. 

Mr. Duett, 30, of Union, MS, 
died Wednesday, December 8, 
2021. 

Lee was a native and longtime 
resident of Neshoba County and 
attended Newton County School. 
He formerly worked in construc-
tion and at Wal-Mart in Philadel-
phia.  Mr. Duett was Baptist by 
faith and formerly attended North 
Crest Baptist Church in Meridi-
an. 

Survivors include daughter, 
Madysn Duett and her mother 
Brianna Pierce; parents, Diane 
and Chet Duett; sister, Macie 
(Tyler) Monk; brother, Gillis 
Duett; niece, Karter Monk; 
grandparents, Tommie Cleve-
land, Chester (Gayle) Duett, Jr.; 
great-grandmother, Carleen Gra-
ham; two special aunts, Donna 
Killen (Ron) and Mignon (Brian) 
Hatch. 

Also joining Lee in eternity is 
his special friend, Juan "John 
Boy" Perez. 

Mr. Duett was preceded in 
death by grandfather, Jerry 
Killen; step- grandfather, Harvey 
Cleveland; great-grandparents, 
Alvis “Monkey” Graham, Clau-
dine and James Gilmer, Etta and 
Ray Killen, Macie and Chester 
Duett, Sr. 

Pallbearers, Tyler Monk, Eli-
jah Riley, Gillis Duett, Russell 
Sullivan, Dave Thompson, Blake 
Page and TJ Killen. 
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Boyd Walton 
Jr.

MR. LEE DUETT 
SERVICES DECEMBER 

12 
MCCLAIN-HAYS CHAPEL 

INTERMENT PINE 
GROVE CEMETERY 

 
MR. ROBERT L. 

“BUBBA” GEORGE 
SERVICES DECEMBER 

14 
MCCLAIN-HAYS CHAPEL 

INTERMENT TUCKER 
CEMETERY

McClain-Hays 
Funeral Home 

601-656-1212 
www.mcclainhays.com

MR. HARLON DWIGHT 
BELL 

10 AM THURS., DEC. 9, 
2021 

PEARL RIVER FACILITY 
BLDG. 

HOPE INDIAN BAPTIST 
CEM. 

 
MR. MATTHEW CHAD 

LEWIS 
2 PM SAT., DEC. 11, 2021 
PEARL RIVER FACILITY 

BUILDING 
HOPE INDIAN BAPTIST 

CEMETERY  
 

MR. JUAN-MANUEL 
“JOHN BOY” PEREZ 

2 PM MON., DEC. 13, 2021 
JOHN E. STEPHENS 

CHAPEL 
VICTORY FELLOWSHIP 

CEMETERY 
 

MR. WENDELL DWIGHT 
ROBERTSON 

3 PM TUES., DEC. 14, 2021 
JOHN E. STEPHENS 

CHAPEL 
SANDTOWN CEMETERY  

 
MS. KOBIE DE’SHAY WES-

LEY 
10 AM THURSDAY, 

DECEMBER 16, 2021 
BOGUE CHITTO GYM 

BOGUE CHITTO  
COMMUNITY  
CEMETERY 

 
MR. JERRELL DOLAN 

INGRAM 
10 AM MONDAY, DECEM-

BER 20, 2021 
GRAVESIDE 

CEDARLAWN  
CEMETERY

812 Pecan Avenue • P.O. Box 34 
Philadelphia • 601-656-1515 

www.johnestephenschapel.com 
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Open House 
October 24, 2021 
Sunday 1-3 p.m. 

Newly Renovated 
th Campus 

Dedication Services  
for New Campus 

Sunday, November 14th 
at 10:45 a.m. 

Guest Speaker: 
Rev. Bob Wilburn serves as 

the Mississippi District  
Superintendent of the  

Assemblies Of God.

601-938-2471
17691 Hwy 19 South 

Philadelphia,MS

10460 Rd 561 
Philadelphia 
601-656-1191 

www.beckfuneralhomeinc.com



A work in us that only God can do

The Devotional Page is made possible by these businesses which encourage everyone to 
attend worship services on Sunday. If your church is not listed, please call 601-656-4000. 

Getting the Message/Rev. Chris Shelton

This time of year we are pointed to the 
birth of Christ. We can become so familiar 
with the story that we are not as moved by 
the wonder of it. These two passages in Isa-
iah can help with that. The first passage 
reminds us how terrible the bondage of sin 
is, the second how amazing the grace of 
God is.  

In Isaiah 42:18-25, Isaiah is speaking 
about Israel enslaved to sin. Though Israel 
is the servant of God, she is blind and deaf 
to the glory of God (verses 18-20). The 
same language was used in Isaiah 42:6-7 of 
the Gentile nations throughout the world.  
Isaiah, like Paul in Romans chapters one 
and two, accuses Israel of being no more 
righteous than the pagan nations around 
her. 

The Lord had magnified his “law,” or 
his revealed will to Israel (Isaiah 42:21). 
God’s word and his ways are glorious, but 
Israel rejected God for the idols of the 
nations. In our prosperity we are not so 
aware of the sinfulness of sin, so the Lord 
frequently uses afflictions to teach his chil-
dren the evil that is in sin. But though Israel 
suffered (verses 22-23), she did not see the 
hand of God in the afflictions (verse 24). 

When we think of Christ’s coming into 
the world, we should consider how great an 
evil sin is that it renders us without hope 
and without God unless the Son of God 
intervenes on our behalf. Israel was given 
great privileges by God. He sent prophets 
to them, and gave them his word and 
promises attached to it. Yet they turned 
away from the living God because of sin.  

If a bondage were imposed upon you by 
an external force which you could not 
resist, there would be no guilt necessarily 
implied in your condition. Bondage to sin 
is truly bondage, yet it is not involuntary; 
men are bound by the sinful desires of their 
heart. Isaiah 42:25 shows the sad condition 
of being under the power of sin. The pun-
ishment is great, but it does not humble the 
Israelites. 

Satanic temptations assist in this 
bondage, but Satan can only allure, he can-
not compel. Ungodly influences of other 
men, corrupt culture, and other things in a 
fallen world cooperate with this bondage, 
but man is responsible for his own actions. 
Nothing but the sinner’s own free will 
causes him to disobey God and not seek 

the glory of God. Sin is bondage that 
makes our inclinations deny the glory of 
God. 

The sinner will never deliver himself 
from the bondage of sin. It is analogous to 
the man born blind in John chapter 9. He 
was delivered from the bondage of blind-
ness by Christ and would not deny him 
after that. He took no credit for his healing 
because he knew it was the work of the 
Lord. The chapter especially shows us the 
spiritual blindness and bondage of the Jew-
ish leaders.  

We need a work in us that only God can 
do. And if you truly belong to Christ, it is 
not you but grace that made you to see, and 
to God you owe all glory. In Isaiah 43:1-7 
you are given reasons to glorify God.  

First, God made you new spiritually. He 
gave you new life. In Isaiah 43:1,”Israel” 
refers to all those who receive the covenant 
blessings of God. The blessings listed by 
Isaiah anticipate the work of Christ. The 
Lord redeemed you. He called you by 
name, took away your sins, and says “you 
are mine.” 

Second, he, the Lord God Almighty, will 
accompany you through the rest of your 
journey in this world (Isaiah 42:2). He does 
not promise his redeemed people they will 
not go through severe trials (represented 
here by floods and fire), but he does prom-
ise he will be with you through them. That 
is why they can do you no real harm.  If 
God is for you, who or what can be against 
you? 

In verses 3 and 4 you see how much the 
Lord values you. There is no price that is 
too high for the Lord to pay for your ran-
som (verse 3). You are precious in his sight 
(verse 4). The Lord says, “I love you.” It’s 
a great comfort to the Christian to know 
God the Father loves you with is the same 
love he loves the Son of God.  These are 
the unsearchable riches of Christ that he 
won for his people. 

Verses 5-7 teach us that the Lord will 
call men and women from all corners of 
the world to salvation and life with him. 
Christ came into the world for these ends. 
When you compare the benefits of salva-
tion with the bondage of sin, you are now 
prepared to sing praises to God over 
Christ’s birth.

EPISCOPAL 
ST. FRANCIS 
EPISCOPAL, Saint Francis Dr., 656-
2938 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
KINGDOM HALL OF, JEHOVAH’S 
Hwy. 16 E., 656-9986 
PENTECOSTAL 
BETHLEHEM 
PENTECOSTAL 
18010 Hwy. 25 S., 662-724-4179 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL 
1104 Kosciusko Rd., 656-3290 
FIRST PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
OF HOUSE 
656-3303 
MCCLAIN CHAPEL, PENTE-
COSTAL 
Off Hwy. 16 E., 656-4459 
NEW ZION PENTECOSTAL 
11421 Road 387, 656-5665 
NORTH BEND UNITED, PENTE-
COSTAL 
14541 Hwy 21 N., 601-656-7824 
NORTHSIDE PENTECOSTAL 
10170 Rd. 561, 601-575-2100 
SMALLWOOD 
PENTECOSTAL 
RR 8, Box 183, 773-8677 
PRESBYTERIAN 
CAROLINA PRESBYTERIAN 
Rd. 123, Dowdville comm., 656-2556 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
533 Main St., 656-4312 
OTHER 
BOGUE CHITTO INDIAN MIS-
SION 
Hwy. 491, 285-6739 
CARVER AVE. 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 
CHURCH 
251 Carver Ave., 656-5248 
CHRISTIAN LIFE 
TABERNACLE 
17261 Road 602, 656-1201 
DEEMER CHURCH OF JESUS 
NAME 
1624 Road 505, 656-8700 
FAITH FELLOWSHIP 
1006 E. Main St., 656-8722 
FAMILY WORSHIP 
Hwy. 15 N., 656-5600 
GOD’S TABERNACLE 
929 Loper St., 656-3565 
HOLY ROSARY INDIAN, MISSION 
10131 Holy Rosary Rd., 656-2880 
JERUSALEM TEMPLE 
414 Ivy St., 656-5339 
THE WORD OF GOD CHURCH 
231 Line Ave., 575-1942 
MACEDONIA REVIVAL, CENTER 
14050 Hwy. 19 N., 656-3634 
PEARL RIVER 
MENNONITE CHURCH 
13301 Hwy. 16 W 
562-5274 
PHILADELPHIA CHURCH OF, 
LORD 
1029 Road 383, 656-0201 

SANCTUARY MINISTRIES, Hwy. 
16 E. (Next to Bobby’s Country Store) 
663-6310 or 601-663-6290 
BAPTIST 
ANTIOCH BAPTIST 
10791 Road 4306, 986-8771 
BEACON STREET BAPTIST 
895 W. Beacon St., 656-4620 
BEATLINE BAPTIST 
13180 Road 505, 656-9216 
BETHSAIDA BAPTIST 
10690 Road 517, 656-5048 
BOND BAPTIST 
14081 Hwy. 21 N, 656-7379 
BURNSIDE BAPTIST 
10200 Road 571, 656-8897 
CEDARHILL BAPTIST 
10490 Road 836, 656-2394 
CENTER HILL BAPTIST 
11291 Hwy. 486 
COLDWATER BAPTIST 
16920 Hwy. 21 S, 656-6870 
CROSSROADS BAPTIST 
Deemer Road, 656-8923 
DIXON BAPTIST 
1392 Hwy. 21 S, 656-4165 
EAST PHILADELPHIA BAPTIST 
635 E. Main St., 656-4797 
FIRST BAPTIST 
414 Pecan Ave., 656-1507 
GOODHOPE BAPTIST 
12031 Hwy. 485, 656-4549 
GOODWAY BAPTIST 
255 Atkins St., 656-2777 
GRACE BAPTIST 
111 Grace Ave., 656-1988 
GREENFIELD MISSIONARY BAP-
TIST 
1090 Rd. 553, 389-2278 
HERBERT BAPTIST 
1336 Hwy. 491 S, 656-1701 
HIGH HILL BAPTIST 
10021 Road 206, 656-6587 
HOPE BAPTIST 
Hwy. 488, 656-1247 
LAUREL HILL BAPTIST 
10440 Hwy. 427, 656-8116 
LINWOOD BAPTIST 
11961 Road 325 
LONGINO BAPTIST 
Hwy. 15 N, 656-8794 
MORNING STAR BAPTIST 
334 Front Ave., 656-7271 
MT. ARY BAPTIST 
Hwy. 15 N, 656-8719 
MT. ENON MISSIONARY, BAP-
TIST 
10461 Rd. 410, Union, 656-2745 
MT. NEBO MB 
257 Carver Ave., 656-1446 
MT. OLIVE BAPTIST 
Stephenstown comm., Rd. 347 
MT. OLIVE BAPTIST 
House, Rd. 298, 774-7405 
MT. TALLEY MISSIONARY, BAP-
TIST 
1040 Road 1355, 656-1337 
NEW BETHEL BAPTIST 
11901 Hwy. 488, 656-2301 

NEW HARMONY BAPTIST 
Waldo Rd., 656-2425 
NEW PLEASANTDALE BAPTIST 
10091 Road 606, 656-7808 
NEW PLEASANTDALE BAPTIST 
1007 Road 606, 656-9417 
NEW PROSPECT BAPTIST 
Hwy. 488, off Laurel Hill Rd. 
NORTH CALVARY BAPTIST 
922 Pecan Ave., 656-1808 
OCOBLA BAPTIST 
Hwy. 16 E, 656-3443 
OLD PEARL VALLEY BAPTIST 
10411 Road 830, 656-4818 
OAK GROVE BAPTIST 
River Road, 728-1664 
PEARL RIVER COMMUNITY 
BAPTIST 
1408 BIA 0022, 656-9523 
PLEASANT VALLEY MB 
1285 Rd., 210, 656-9693 
PROVIDENCE BAPTIST 
Hwy. 21 S, 656-5065 
SALEM BAPTIST 
205 Hospital Rd. E., 656-1163 
SandHILL BAPTIST 
10091 Rd. 1353, 635-3362 
SARDIS BAPTIST 
1048 Road 773, 656-9570 
SPRING CREEK BAPTIST 
12901 Road 614, 656-3511 
ST. PAUL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
Road 404, 389-6605 
TRINITY BAPTIST 
595 Center Ave., 656-6968 
VARDAMAN BAPTIST 
Hwy. 16 E, 677-2445 
WEST PHILADELPHIA BAPTIST 
256 Gum St., 656-9474 
WHITE OAK BAPTIST 
10611 Rd. 802, 526-1690 
METHODIST 
BLOOMFIELD CONGREGATION-
AL METHODIST 
11381 Rd. 529, 656-0160 
COOK’S CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST 
10451 Hwy. 491 N, 656-4500 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
563 Main St., 656-1376 
HOPEWELL UNITED 
METHODIST, 10251 Road 553 
Philadelphia,  39350 
MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST 
1119 Rd. 747, 389-2010 
SANDTOWN UNITED 
METHODIST 
11961 Hwy. 482, 656-7466 
SOUTHSIDE UNITED 
METHODIST 
910 Range Ave., 656-9202 
STEVENS CHAPEL UNITED 
METHODIST 
233 Gum St., 656-2308 

McClain-Hays
Funeral Service, Inc.

Serving this area since 1937.

601-656-1212
1002 E. Main St. • Philadelphia • www.mcclainhays.com

10430 Road 383
Philadelphia, MS 39350

601.656.7001

TIGERCAT

MORBARK

MCCLENDON
TRAILERS

LOCATED ACROSS FROM WALMART
601-575-5500

601-656-2621
919 HOLLAND AVE.

HOSPITAL DICOUNT
DRUGS

1006 Central Dr.
601-389-0020

595 E. Main
Cumberland Shopping Center

601-656-6046

Inside Walmart
601-656-5200

Open 7 Days A Week.

601-389-0020

Bring in this coupon for 50¢ OFF A
6” Sub or $1.00 OFF a Footlong Sub

at regular price • Good at all locations

PHILADELPHIA-SECURITY INSURANCE
All forms of Insurance

802 Kosciusko Road • 601-656-4401

150 Hospital Rd.
Philadelphia, MS
601-656-4343
princeoil.com

Proudly serving Attala, Forrest, Harrison, Lafayette, Leake,
Jackson, Kemper, Neshoba, Newton, Oktibbeha, Rankin,

Scott and Winston Counties.

www.thecitizensbankphila.com

GIA
GARDNER’S
INSURANCE AGENCY

P.O. BOX 188 • UNION, MS • 601-774-8202

406 S . LEWIS  AVE. •  PHILADELPHIA

CHRIS JONES, OWNER
20 WATERVIEW LANE • PHILADELPHIA

COMPLETE COLLISION REPAIR
601-656-9461

P E R S O N A L  C A R E  F O R  YO U R  LOV E D  O N E
K at e l i n  At w o o d  •  M a r k  &  D e b ra  At w o o d

PHILADELPHIA:  101 PILOT ST.  • �601-656-7394
KOSCIUSKO: 328 GOODMAN ST.  •  662-289-2547

John E. Stephens
Chapel

FUNERAL SERVICES

812 PECAN AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA
601-656-1515

We enjoy serving
you in Philadelphia,

Forest, Newton,
and Meridian.

Locally owned & operated.

720 HWY. 19 NORTH • MERIDIAN
601-483-8411

DAVID WAYNE
SMALL ENGINE

REPAIR

Stihl • ExMark • TORO
Husqvarna

For service after the sale.

14520 Road 505 • Philadelphia
601.656.9929

1012 Holland Ave. • 601-656-4244 • 800-748-8962
griffismotors.net

SM

®

America’s
         Drive•In

1/2 Price
soft drinks
everyday

from 2-4pm

601-656-5250

COMMERCIAL
BANK

A Bank for All the People.
Briarwood  •  Collinville  •  DeKalb

Meridian  •  Philadelphia

commercialbankms.com

C O L L I N S V I L L E
Joe Williams, Owner

9095 COLLINSVILLE RD • 601-626-8880 • 601-527-4010

Season-2-Season, Inc.

There’s Always Something Unique & Different at Jerome Tank.
Jerome & Linda Tank • Owners • 601.656.7104

P H I L A D E L P H I A ,  M I S S I S S I P P I

1040 WEST BEACON ST. •�601.656.4802
www.tolbertchevy.com

Serving Philadelphia Since 1965.

www.neshobageneral.com

DRUG STORE

430 BEACON STREET • PHILADELPHIA

601.656.2472

LA-Z-BOY • ASHLEY • SERTA
UNIVERSAL • RIVERSIDE

319 BYRD AVE. • PHILADELPHIA
601.656.1802 • WWW.BYARSFURNITURE.COM

REAL ESTATE
GROUP, LLC
Philadelphia

Residential • Commercial
Lots & Acreage

Property Management

325 BYRD AVE
PHILADELPHIA

601-389-0003
GoHillPhilly.com

“Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.” 
— 2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV)
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“Do not boast about tomorrow, 
for you do not know what a day 

may bring.” 
 

— Proverbs 27:1 (ESV)

“Finally, all of you, have unity of 
mind, sympathy, brotherly love, 
a tender heart, and a humble 

mind.” 
— 1 Peter 3:8 (ESV)



When completed, officials 
have said there will also be 
classrooms, a community hall, 
event space and a rooftop per-
formance venue.  

The Congress of Country 
Music will include international 
traveled artifacts, memorabilia, 
photography folk art and Native 
American programming, offi-
cials have said. 

Work began in October on a 
$4 million state-funded renova-

tion of the now gutted Ellis The-
ater, the old theater building 
where Stuart and his friends 
went to the movies while grow-
ing up in Philadelphia. The Ellis 
is the first of four phases Stuart 
has set into motion.  

Aldermen last week also 
approved a resolution to adopt 
and implement a TIF plan on the 
south side of Highway 16 for 
Doc’s Toyota dealership to pay 
for infrastructure. Formerly 
known as Bullock’s Toyota, the 
dealership will be relocating to 
Philadelphia from Louisville in 
2022. 

In other actions, aldermen 
voted to: 

• Approve the minutes from 
the previous meeting and the 
claims docket. 

• Approve raising Sanitation 
Department employee Blake 
Howell’s pay. Howell recently 
passed the test to become certi-
fied as a Class 1 Rubbish Site 
operator, a much-needed posi-
tion at the landfill. The vote was 
4-1, with Alderman At Large 
Robert Waltman voting no. 

• Approve the transfer of 
Arthur Breakfield from the 
Cemetery Department to Ani-
mal Control. Kevin Wilson is 
transferring from Animal Con-
trol to the Street Department. 
Aldermen also terminated 

Robert Windham from Animal 
Control. 

• Accept the resignation of 
Paris Griffin from the Police 
Department. 

• Approve hiring James Stal-
sup as a firefighter for the Fire 
Department. They accepted the 
resignation of Christian 
Breedlove from the Fire Depart-
ment. 

• Approve the city’s property 
and casualty insurance with 
Philadelphia Security Insurance 
for 2022. 

• Approve the city’s employ-
ee health plan with Blue Cross 
Blue Shield through Philadel-
phia Security Insurance, includ-
ing gap coverage. 

• Accept around $30,000 as 
the city’s part in a statewide opi-

oid lawsuit settlement. The 
money will go into the general 
fund. 

• Approve the purchase of a 
MSWIN radio for the building 
inspector. 

• Approve a request to close 
the sidewalk area in front of the 
Yates Deli on Main Street 
across from the Courthouse 
while repairs are made.

“There is nothing but a roof 
and parts of the gym floor,” 
Clearman said, “The historical 
registry limits us from what we 
can do cosmetically to this 
building. That was a nice picture 
that was in the Democrat a few 
weeks ago, but it isn’t going to 
look like this. We have spent all 
of this money, and I don’t have 
anything that tells me what the 
future holds for Booker T.” 

The project started back in 
February under the previous 
board. All current board mem-
bers, except for Fulton, are new 
board members and were not in 
on the discussions before July. 

Darron Warren, project man-
ager for Waggoner, explained 
decisions had to be made to 
keep the city within its financial 
means. He confirmed that the 
building could not be altered 
structurally because of the his-
torical designations. He said the 
renovation plans had been 
approved by the Mississippi 
Department of Archives and 
History. 

“Plans have been developed, 
and we have been in contact 
with the mayor,” Warren said. 
“We couldn’t bid the project 
without plans. 

“When we started out, the 

scope of work did include the 
roof, gym floor and replacing 
doors and windows. Restroom 
renovations, ADA compliance, 
and air conditioning were 
included; all of that was includ-
ed in our design. 

“When we presented the 
cost, we were instructed about 
concerns of funding the city had 
allocated. At that time, discus-
sions became what we can look 
at in terms of prioritizing what 
we can realistically take care of 
now.   

“The picture in the paper was 
a rendering showing what the 
final product as far as the out-
side of the building would look 
like once the brick was cleaned 
and repainted and once the 
doors and windows were 
replaced.” 

All board members now 
have blueprints and other infor-
mation. The board will decide in 
future meetings what action to 
take on the project. But how 
they actually pay for it has come 
into question. 

When the previous board 
passed a $1.5 million bond issue 
they’d said that may help pay 
for the renovations, but it turns 
out that’s not allowed in the way 
the bond issue is written. 

“The bond issue was separat-
ed into two parts, $875,000 and 
$325,000,” said City Attorney 
Robert Thomas. “$825,000 of 
$1.2 million was sold tax-free to 

attract buyers. This money can-
not be used on city-owned 
buildings. It had to go for infra-
structure and paving. 

“The $325,000 can be used 
for anything. That money was 
used for repairs to the U.S. 
Motors building and Wells 
Lamont. The $325,000 could 
have been used on Booker T., 
but it was already used. The 
$825,000 could never be used 
on the Booker T. because it was 
tax-free.” 

Young has said the city 
would apply for federal money 
through the COVID-19 relief 
money that is expected. 

“I think they are comfortable 
now they can do that with the 
COVID money,” Thomas said. 
“Other municipalities are using 
it for this type of project. You 
submit the application, and they 
either approve it or not approve 
it.” 

The city also received news 
Friday from the Governor’s 
office that a Community Devel-
opment Block Grant application 
totaling $217,200 for ADA rest-
rooms and gym access for the 
project has been approved. The 
city has also applied for a grant 
through the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Archives and History 
and is awaiting word on its sta-
tus.

Neshoba County Jail 
Docket fro 12/6-12/13 

• Jeffery Billy, 31, of 102 
Duplex Circle; possession of 
controlled substance, posses-
sion of paraphernalia. 

• Tremain Chambers, 47, 
of 227 Jimbo road, Louisville; 
hold for other agency. 

• Tarrell Nicole Chickaway, 
22, of 542 West Tucker Circle; 
contempt of court. 

• Taylor Raine Cotton, 23, 
of 189 Bates Road; public 
drunk. 

• Daniel Todd Dennington, 
39, of 18820 Highway 21 
South; motor vehicle theft, 
simple assault causing bodily 
injury and domestic violence-

simple assault. 
• Chrisetta Darilynn Den-

son, 24, of 759 Hugh Mitchell 
Road; failure to appear 3X 

• Jaylendra Dixon, 24, of 
519 Mills Road, Conehatta; 
failure to appear, driving 
under the influence and child 
endangerment 7X 

• Steven Wayne Gordon, 
30, 223 Muscadine Lane, 
West Monroe; Louisiana, 
unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle 

• Robert Lee Hayes, 32, of 
26 Avenue Apartment B, 
Meridian; speeding-more than 
20 miles over 

• Tabathe Hickman, 40, 
312 Bogue Chitto Circle; DUI 

and driving under a suspend-
ed license 

• Warren Lee Isaac, 41, of 
180 Willis Road; contempt of 
court 

• Steven Kirkland, 53, of 
10861 Road 751; contempt of 
court 

• Elliott W. Leach, 38, of 
399 Clyde Avenue; contempt 
of court 

• Dennis Loggins, 36, of 
12033 Road 212; domestic 
violence-simple assault 

• Trevor Lavelle McKenzie, 
29, of 10511 Road 632; driv-
ing under a suspended 
license 

• Jason Reed, 38, of 11470 
Road 149; failure to appear 

• Jonathan Eugen Smith, 
39, of 26066 Highway 12, 
Lexington; DUI 

• Karen Frazier Solomon, 
52, of 176 Cemetary Road; 
contempt of court and DUI 

•  Patty Steve, 48, of 197 
Rolling Hills; DUI 

• Meshi Ohotonna 
Thomas, 36, of 123 Bogue 
Chito Drive; public drunk, lit-
tering and disorderly conduct 

• Patrick Tubby, 48, of 128 
Farmer Road;  driving under a 
suspended license 

• Henry Warren, 36, of 
11590 Highway 482 lot 5; pro-
bation violation 

• Zachariah Wesley, 42, of 
123 Bogue Chitto Drive; con-

tempt of court 
• Sandra Wilcher, 59, of 

537 Wells Street; possession 
of a controlled substance and 
public drunk 

• Samuel C. Bell, 40, of 119 
Mashula Lane; public drunk, 
possession of a controlled 
substance and possession of 
paraphernalia 

•  Nicholas Burnside, 40, of 
318 MLK Drive; Ddi, careless 
driving and driving without a 
drivers license 

• Tressie M. Charlie, 45, of 
163 Tucker Cutoff Road; pub-
lic drunk and unlawful posses-
sion of alcoholic beverages 

• John. T. Coghlan, 27, of 
7453 Ebenezer Road, 

Carthage; contempt of court 
• Brian Frazier, 42, of 163 

tucker Cutoff Road; no insur-
ance, public drunk, DUI and 
driving on the wrong side of 
the road 

•  Cordero Jackson, 41, of 
10500 Road 747; public drunk 

•  Heather Jensen, 43, of 
10090 road 383; public drunk 

•  Kaytlin T. Peeples, 23, of 
1012 East Myrtle Street; mis-
demeanor-malicious mischief, 
simple assault, bench warrant 

• Samuel Wallace, 38, of 
102 Duplex Circle; contempt 
of court

COUNTY JAIL DOCKET

By DUNCAN DENT 
duncan@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Friends and family are 

remembering a pair of best 
friends after a fatal accident 
took their lives and injured the 
driver last week near House. 

“Saying goodbye to one of 
your precious grandchildren is 
the hardest thing I have ever 
experienced,” Gayle Duett 

wrote on Facebook about of 
the loss of her grandson, 
Chester Lee “Lee” Duett IV, 
one of the two men killed in 
the wreck.  

“We don’t question GOD’s 
decision in our lives, but as 
humans, we don’t want to have 
to say our goodbyes. We love 
you so much Chester Lee 
“Lee” Duett, iv.” 

Duett, 30, of 10570 Road 

515, and Juan-Manuel Perez, 
31, of 118 Wickware Road, 
Newton, were fatally injured in 
the accident. 

The wreck occurred about 
11 p.m. when a white Ford 
pickup they were passengers in 
left the roadway on Road 515 
last Wednesday, according to 
Neshoba County Sheriff Eric 
Clark. 

Duett was a native and life-

long resident of Neshoba 
County and attended Newton 
County Schools. He formerly 
worked in construction and at 
Walmart in Philadelphia. 

He was laid to rest on Sun-
day, Dec. 12, and his grand-
mother said that members of 
the family attended the funeral 
for Perez the following after-
noon. She said Duett and Perez 
were best friends. 

The Sheriff’s Office is 
investigating the fatal wreck. 
Clark said the vehicle struck a 
tree when it continued straight 
off of the roadway on a curve 
in the road. 

The driver, Kayla Skinner, 
19, of Newton, survived and 
was transported to Neshoba 
General. Clark did not know 
the extent of her injuries as of 
press time. 

Clark said the two men 
were pronounced dead on the 
scene. 

Clark said that two deputies, 
two EMS units, Philadelphia 
Fire Rescue 1 and the House 
Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to the scene as well 
as the medical examiner.

1115 E. MAIN STREET
PHILADELPHIA

1 MILE FROM DOWNTOWN

601-656-7104

JUST IN & ON DISPLAY!

Season-2-Season, Inc.

OVER 200 PAIR PITFORD JEANS $11.95
72 IRREGULAR HOODED SWEATSHIRTS $7.95
72 IRREGULAR ZIP-UP SWEATSHIRTS $7.95

CHRISTMAS IS ONLY A FEW DAYS 
AWAY & WE HAVE 1000’S OF 
CHRISTMAS ITEMS ON HAND

OVER 100 RED ROSE BUD ARRANGEMENTS $31.95
SEVERAL 100 GENERAL MERCHANDISE ITEMS

GIFT BAGS 1000 ON DISPLAY SM, MD, LG & XL

CHRISTMAS FABRIC NOW 50% OFF

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS RUNNING 
LOW BUT STILL PLENTY IN STOCK

FABRICS OF ALL KINDS 1000’S & 
1000’S OF YARDS

WE RESTOCK DAILY IN MOST DEPARTMENTS

2 men killed in Wednesday wreck near House
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Center 
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Two other passengers, Haily 
Jefferson and Jerinell Jefferson, 
received moderate injuries and 
were transported to Choctaw 
Health Center. 

A 2016 Toyota Camry driven 
by Wesley was northbound 
when the car left the road and 
hit a tree, the MHP said. 

The accident was reported at 
3:31 p.m. near the intersection 
of Road 438. 

“This crash remains under 
investigation by the Mississippi 
Highway Patrol,” Moore said.

Wreck 
Continued from page 1A

By SCHOOL REPORTS 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
East Central Community 

College will offer courses in 
Small Engine Repair and Core 
& Industrial Maintenance 

beginning in January in 
Philadelphia. 

Registration is open now 
through Jan. 10 for Small 
Engine Repair, which begins 
Jan. 11, 2022. Classes will 
meet from 5 to 8 p.m. on Tues-

day nights for 10 consecutive 
weeks in the Old US Motors 
Building located at 1224 North 
Pecan Avenue in Philadelphia. 
The cost of the class is $150. 

Core & Industrial Mainte-
nance begins Jan. 18, 2022. 

Classes will meet from 5 to 8 
p.m. on Tuesdays until all 
requirements are met at the 
Integrated Technologies Train-
ing Center located at 377 
Industrial Drive in Choctaw. 
Registration is open until Jan. 

17. The cost is $625, and par-
ticipants must obtain a Silver 
on the Workkeys test, which 
will be scheduled once the reg-
istration form is received. 
Financial assistance is available 
to qualified applicants. 

For more information or to 
register for either class, contact 
Cody Spence, workforce devel-
opment coordinator, at 
dcspence@eccc.edu or 601-
389-0832.

ECCC offering new small engine repair classes 
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1Based on market share of CMS enrollment data (July 2021). 
Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid Program. 
Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. OTC and Healthy Food benefits have expiration time frames. Call the plan or refer to your Evidence of Coverage (EOC) for more information. 
Benefits, features and/or devices vary by plan/area. Limitations and exclusions apply. Depending on your level of Medicaid eligibility, costs may vary. © 2021 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
Y0066_210803_105647_M SPRJ66332_H5008-011-000

Get more benefits for a $0 plan premium
If you have both Medicaid and Medicare, you could get more help  
to cover your care and costs. UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete®  
(HMO D-SNP) includes a prepaid card to buy covered over-the-counter 
products and groceries, plus many other extra benefits you may be 
missing today. All for a $0 plan premium.

With $100 a month on a prepaid card:
• Buy over-the-counter products, including pain relievers, vitamins, 

bandages, allergy relief and more
• Buy healthy foods, including fruits, vegetables, fish, meat, dairy, 

cereal, pasta and more
• Shop at participating stores or order online with free home  

delivery option

There’s more for you. Call today.
1-844-218-0107, TTY 711

Dual Complete is the nation’s  
#1 health plan1 for people who:
• Have both Medicaid  

and Medicare
• Could use more help to cover 

more care and costs
• Want more benefits for a  

$0 plan premium

uhccp.com/MSdual

$100 a month
    for covered OTC products and groceries

New  in Choctaw  County



By COLEMAN EAKES 
news@neshobademocrat.com 

 
lana Pilgrim loves 
food and always 
has.  

Her grand-
mother, Doris 

Bounds, used to own a restau-
rant called The Café in DeKalb. 

On the weekends, she would 
go and help out in the kitchen 
and watch her grandmother 
cook, which is how she learned 
to cook.  

Her grandmother also taught 
her a lot about baking pies, 
which she enjoys.  

Pilgrim’s mother, Marie 
Davis, was also a big cook.  

“My mom would always 
have every meal cooked for us 
even though she worked a full-
time job,” Pilgrim said.  

Davis worked as a Medicaid 
specialist and always had a meal 
ready for Pilgrim and her three 
siblings.  

Like most Southern families, 
Pilgrim said they eat lots of fried 
food such as fried chicken and 
fried pork chops, which were 
the staples her mother cooked 
for them when they were grow-
ing up.  

“I still call my mom to this 
day if I have a question when 
I’m cooking,” Pilgrim said.  

While Pilgrim loves to cook, 
more importantly, she loves to 
eat, especially as a family.  

Pilgrim loves to eat spaghet-
ti, which is her daughter Piper’s 
favorite.  

“I love pasta!” Pilgrim said. 
“I know it’s bad for you, but it is 
so good. I love shrimp alfredo!”  

Pilgrim said she loves it 
when her husband, Cody, cooks 
breakfast, including pancakes, 
eggs and bacon. She also loves 
for him to cook hamburger 
steak.  

Pilgrim grew up in Philadel-
phia, where she still lives today 
with her husband of 10 years, 
Cody Pilgrim, and their two 
children Piper and Parker.  

Pilgrim works as a physical 
therapy assistant and has 
worked for 13 years at perform-
ance therapy. Cody has been a 
fireman for eight years. He also 
restores old trucks and sells 
them. 

 
LEMON ICE BOX PIE 

Ingredients: 
1 Can Eagle Brand sweet-

ened condensed milk 
3 Egg Yolks — Discard 

Whites 
½ Cup lemon juice 
18oz Cool Whip — thawed 
1 Graham Cracker Crust 

— 9-inches 
 
Directions: 

Combine egg yolks and 
milk. Stir in lemon juice. Pour 
into crust. Bake at 350F for 10 
minutes. Refrigerate until set. 
Top with cool whip.  

 
GRATIN POTATOES 

Ingredients: 
3 Large baking potatoes — 

peeled and thinly sliced 
1 Quart whipping cream 
2 Garlic cloves minced  
2 Tsp salt 
½ Tsp pepper 
 
Directions: 
Layer potato slices in a 

buttered 13x9 pan. Stir 
together cream and other 

ingredients. Open cream and 
add seasonings to the carton 
and shake well. Pour mixture 
over potatoes. Bake at 400F 
for 50 minutes or until pota-
toes are tender and the mix-
ture is bubbly and golden.  

 
CHEESY CHICKEN 

ENCHILADAS 
Ingredients: 
1 Rotisserie chicken 
1 Pack taco seasoning 
8 oz cream cheese 
1 Can Rotel Tomatoes 
8 Tortillas  
2 cups whipping cream 

2 cups shredded cheese 
 

Instructions: 
Preheat 350F. Combine 

chicken, season, add in Rotel 
tomatoes and cream cheese. 
Stir until cream cheese is 
melted. Spoon chicken mix-
ture into tortilla shells and 
fold seam down in 9 x 13 dish. 
Pour whip cream on top and 
sprinkle with cheese. Cool 20 
minutes.  

 
HAMBURGER SOUP 

Ingredients: 
1lb Ground beef 
1 small onion finely diced 
2 cloves garlic 
1 teaspoon salt  
2 cups peeled and chopped 

Yukon yellow potatoes 
chopped into small pieces (1/2 
inch) 

2 Cans (14.5oz each) Beef 
Broth 

1 Can (10oz) condensed 
tomato soup 

1 Can (15oz) petite diced 
tomatoes – do not drain 

1 Bag (16oz) frozen mixed 
vegetables 

1 teaspoon Worcestershire 
sauce 

1 teaspoon dried parsley  
½ teaspoon dried basil 
 
Instructions: 
In a soup pot, over medi-

um-high heat, brown the 

ground beef, onion, garlic, 
and salt until no longer pink. 
Break up meat in crumbles as 
it cooks. Add chopped pota-
toes, beef broth, tomato soup, 
diced tomatoes, frozen vegeta-
bles, Worcestershire sauce, 
and the seasonings. Stir to 
combine. Bring to a boil. Once 
boiling, cover with a lid and 
reduce heat to medium-low. 
Let simmer for at least 30 
minutes for the flavors to 
combine and the soup to 
become thicker. Before serv-
ing, taste the soup after the 
simmer time and add addi-
tional salts as needed.

By MARIANNE ENOCHS 
friends@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The weekend after Thanks-

giving brought some precious 
visitors to Bobby and Joyce 
Hardy. Their twin great-grand-
children, Olivia and Levi Den-
nis, came from Nashville with 
their parents, Daniel and Madi-
son Hardy Dennis. 

It was such fun to have them 
in the Hardy’s home which 
came to life with laughter and 
busy little people. The Hardys 
took them to their camp house 
to fish. It was a new experience 
for Levi and Olivia. Their moth-
er caught 6 fish with a cane pole 
in the huge pond. Joyce and 
Olivia sat in the swing on the 
screened porch and shared some 
precious time together. It was 
such a pleasant time, but as 
always, time passed too quickly. 
So happy for Joyce and Bobby! 

~ 
Philadelphia High School's 

Senior English teacher, Anna 
Fisackerly, is one of five gradu-
ates at Mississippi State Univer-
sity Meridian campus who was 
recognized as an outstanding 
student for the 2021 fall semes-
ter. She was selected Outstand-
ing Graduate Student for the 
Division of Education. 

As a recipient of the 2019 
Golden Apple Award, a local 
program recognizing outstand-
ing educators in east Mississippi 
and west Alabama, she received 
a scholarship for a graduate 
class at MSU Meridian in addi-
tion to cash and other prizes, 
After completing her first class, 
she ended up pursuing an edu-
cational specialist degree which 
she completed in August. She 
was recognized at MSU Merid-
ian's 2021 Fall Commencement 
on December 9 at the MSU 
Riley Center. Congratulations! 

 

~ 
Neshoba Central alum, Jar-

quez Hunter, was named to the 
All-SEC Freshman Team. He is 
a 2021 graduate of NCHS and is 
a freshman at Auburn Universi-
ty. He has had a great freshman 
season playing for the Auburn 
Tigers this year.   

~ 
June Jackson Nowell was the 

hostess for a Christmas lunch-
eon for the Second Wednesday 
Bridge Club in her lovely home 
on December 8.  

Red poinsettias added bright 
spots of color to many strategic 
places around the entire house.  
A Christmas tree graced the den 
while red bows and candlesticks 
added a festive touch to the 
mantle. An arrangement of red 
carnations was the centerpiece 
on the dining table with gold 
chargers at each place. A deli-
cious lunch was served fol-
lowed by a multi-layered 
caramel cake. 

Following lunch, guests set-
tled down for an afternoon of 
bridge. There was much laugh-
ter and chatter as everyone 
enjoyed themselves. It was such 
a pleasant event.   

Those attending besides the 
hostess, June Nowell, were 
Carol Oliphant, Pat Thomasson, 
Phoebe Henson, Marianne 
Enochs, Joyce Dansby, Jan 
Cooper, and Susan King. 

~ 
State Farm Bureau recog-

nized Paris Hantzis of Philadel-
phia High School as Player of 
the Week. Paris is a member of 
the Tornadoes soccer team.  
Douglas Young was also recog-
nized as Player of the Week for 
the Tornadoes soccer team.  
Reese Mingo was selected as 
basketball Player of the Week 
from Philadelphia High School.  
Mattie Hudson, local State 
Farm agent, presented each stu-

dent with a T-shirt.  Congratula-
tions! 

~ 
It was truly a thankful 

Thanksgiving for Zach and 
Windee Wells Sanders this year.  
Their son, Blake, who has been 
away in training for 158 days, 
graduated from USAF Security 
Forces Academy with Special 
Distinction recently and came 
home on leave. He had been 
away for 158 days and his fam-
ily was so happy to have him 
home. He will begin college in 
January at East Central Com-
munity College and continue to 
serve in the Air National Guard. 
Max, his lab, was ecstatic to see 
him. 

Clay Sanders has completed 
and passed all of his courses in 
his second semester of nursing 
school at the W where he is pur-
suing a Bachelor of Nursing 
degree. He also celebrated his 
20th birthday. Congratulations 
to both brothers! 

~ 
Congratulations to another 

of Philadelphia’s favorite cou-
ples, Jimmy and Phyllis Prince, 
who celebrated their 60th Wed-
ding Anniversary on Dec. 4. 
Their actual date was Dec 1. 
They have contributed so much 
to our community through the 
years and set an exemplary 
example for their children.  

They celebrated with their 
children and grandchildren at 
Two Rivers Restaurant in Can-
ton where everyone enjoyed a 
delectable dinner and joyous 
fellowship.

Just Among Friends

Call in your news to  
Just Among Friends,  
601-656-4000, 
or mail it to the Democrat,  
P.O. Box 30,  
Philadelphia,  39350;  
friends@neshobademocrat.com

A

Alana Pilgrim with her children Piper and Parker

COOK OF  
THE WEEK
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Pilgrim loves to cook for her family



LINWOOD FIRE  
DEPARTMENT 

Linwood Volunteer Fire 
Department will be changing 

the day and time of our 
monthly board meetings to 
the third Tuesday of every 
month, beginning at 5:30 

p.m. This is our regular 
board meeting that is open to 
the public.  

 
CHURCH ANNIVERSARY 

Pastor Geneva Blunt and 
the Shield of Faith Ministries 
would like to invite you and 
your church family to our 
13th year church anniver-
sary. This event will be held 
on December 19th at 3:00 
p.m. The guest speaker will 
be Pastor Chris Spivey of 
Greenleaf Church in Ludlow, 
MS and Common Grounds 
Ministry in Carthage, MS. 
Please come help us lift up 
the name of Jesus. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Burt 
Chalmers, of Philadelphia, 
announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Hadley Mars, 
to Adam Thomas Harrier, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Douglas 
Michael Harrier, of Rich-
mond, Virginia. 

The private wedding will 
be held Saturday, the eigh-
teenth of June, two thousand 
twenty-two, at 6:30 p.m. at 
Cherry Level Place. 

Ms. Chalmers is the 
granddaughter of Mr. 
Stephen Paul Chalmers, of 
Falmouth, Massachusetts, 

the late Mr. and Mrs. William 
Montgomery Mars, of 
Philadelphia, and the late 
Mrs. Janet Burt Chalmers of 
Falmouth, Massachusetts.  

The bride-elect is a gradu-
ate of Philadelphia High 
School and a graduate of 
Colorado State University, in 
Fort Collins, Colorado where 
she received a Bachelor of 
Equine Science.  She’s cur-
rently in graduate school at 
Mississippi College and 
applying for veterinary 
schools. 

Mr. Harrier is the grand-

son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Dwight Charles Harrier, of 
Richmond, Virginia, and the 
late Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Joseph Nichols III, of Kil-
marnock, Virginia. 

The bridegroom is a grad-
uate of James River High 
School, in Richmond, Vir-
ginia and a graduate of Rad-
ford University in Radford, 
Virginia, where he received a 
Business Management 
Degree. Mr. Harrier is 
employed by Yates Construc-
tion.

Engagements

Hadley Mars Chalmers and Adam Thomas Harrier
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Hadley Mars Chalmers to 
wed Adam Harrier June 18

Of Local Interest

Rotary Club Students of the Month recognized
The Rotary Club of Philadelphia was honored to recognize three of our local high school 
students as the December 2021 Students of the Month at today's meeting. From left are, 
Kayla Farmer, Choctaw Central High School; T'Kenzley Moore, Philadelphia High School; 
and Faith Shumaker, Neshoba Central High School. At right is Elizabeth Frohse, Rotary 
Club president. Not pictured is Tammye Jones, student of the month coordinator. A special 
thank you to the school counselors who came to support these students.
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See LEGALS, page 4B

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF NE-

SHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

WILLIE MARVIN ANDERSON, DE-

CEASED

CIVIL ACTION NO: 2021-168

TERRY W. ANDERSON                                                                            

ADMINISTRATOR

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 

ANY AND ALL OTHER PERSONS, 

whether resident/ non resident of 
the state of Mississippi, claiming 

any right, title or interest as heirs 

of WILLIE MARVIN ANDERSON, de-

ceased.

You have been made a Respondent in 

this Court by Terry W. Anderson, Ad-
ministrator, seeking to adjudicate the 

-

Mississippi.

You are summoned to appear and de-

-

or other things demanded in the com-

you desire.

2021.

BY:/s/ K Greer DC
D.C.

410 East Beacon Street

Neshoba Central HVAC, Restrooms, 

Doors, and Windows Replacement

(PHASE III)

Neshoba County School District

(Philadelphia, Mississippi)

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

on the project must be received on or 

-

issued by a surety company autho-

contract to him.

-

-

-

-

-

-
ities.

Wednesday, December 22, 2021

CHOCTAW TRIBAL CIVIL COURT

MISSISSIPPI BAND OF CHOCTAW 

INDIANS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

TASHA DIANE SAM, DECEASED                                                              

C. A. NO. 2021-498

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Public 
Notices

-
ans to the undersigned upon the Es-

probate and register the same, as 

WITNESS THE SIGNATURE

-
vember, 2021.

Karren Sam,

Tasha Diane Sam, deceased

SUBMITTED BY:

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF

UNBORN CHILD FELTER, Deceased

CAUSE NO.: 21-CV-00331-KK

CRYSTAL FELTER, Petitioner

RULE 81 SUMMONS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

-
ceased, and any other person or party 

-

You have been made a Respondent 
to the Petition to Determine Heirs-at-

-
-

THE 25TH DAY OF JANUARY 2022, 

AT 9:00 A.M.

-
-

-

YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED TO FILE 

AN ANSWER OR OTHER PLEADING, 

BUT YOU MAY DO SO IF YOU DE-

SIRE.

-

Publish Three Times.                                     BY:   
K Greer, D.C.
Issued at the Request of:

(601)261-4106

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF

UNBORN CHILD FELTER, Deceased

CAUSE NO.: 21-CV-00331-KK

CRYSTAL FELTER, Petitioner

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

-
-

You have been made a Respondent in 

-
-

Deceased. Respondents other than 
you in this action are none.

-

Petition to Determine Heirs-at-Law and 

-

-
ed in the Petition.

2021.

BY:     K Greer D.C.
Issued at the Request of:

(601)261-4106

SUBSTITUTED TRUSTEE'S NOTICE 

OF SALE

-

-

Public 
Notices

-

-

-

record in Book 2006 at Page 9010 in 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
rized the appointment and substitution 

Trustee therein, by instrument dated 

the entire indebtedness secured there-

undersigned Substituted Trustee so 
-

-

-

TRACT ONE:

TRACT TWO:

-

-
ty, Mississippi.
TRACT THREE:

-
-

-

-

-
ty, Mississippi.
TRACT FOUR:

-
shoba County, Mississippi.
TRACT FIVE:

TRACT SIX:

LESS AND EXCEPT:

ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT:

ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT:

-

-

ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT:

-

Public 
Notices

-

-

-

-
ty, Mississippi.
ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT:

-

-

-
-

ba County, Mississippi.
TRACT SEVEN:

appurtenances, and improvements 
-
-

Tracts 1 through 6 described above 

-

-

-

such equipment.

-
try equipment, parts, accessories, re-

-

-

the unpaid 2021 ad valorem

in me as Substituted Trustee.

/s/Chad J. Hammons

TRUSTEE

(601) 949-4900

December 22, 2021
December 29, 2021

L EGAL N OTICE

From R-3 to C-3

consideration and notice is hereby giv-

they may have.

-

NIKKI WALTON, C ITY C LERK

12/06/2021

-
-

-
-

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

Public 
Notices

-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

OF SALE

M. Price to Robert Thomas, Trustee 

-

-

-

-

-

Tract I :

-

Corner. This conveyance is subject to 

Tract II :

-

-

Corner. This deed is subject to Cove-

Tract III :

in me as Substituted Trustee.

/s/

Substituted Trustee

410 East Beacon Street

2021

ADVERTISEMENT

FOR THE USE AND BENEFIT OF

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

-

Public 
Notices

-
-

-

-
uary, 2022 in response to a Request 

services:

-

-
cepting any bid.

-
shobacount y.net .

-

-

-

2021.

ADVERTISEMENT

FOR COUNTY DEPOSITORY

FOR THE USE AND BENEFIT OF

NESHOBA COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

Pursuant to Mississippi Code An-

-

Courthouse, 401 Beacon Street, Suite 

county depositories pursuant to Mis-

-

-
posit Insurance Company, or succes-

-

to act as a County Depository the 

-

-
prise

vi. Hope
vii. House

-
ment Corporation

-

District

-
-

institutions proposing the best terms 
and meeting the requirements provid-

-

-

-

Form can be obtained by contacting 
-

pervisors at 401 Beacon Street, Suite 

-
shobacount y.net .

The Board reserves the right to reject 
-

-

Public 
Notices



By FELDER RUSHING 
Special to the Democrat 

 
Seasonal changes throw us 

across emotional thresholds 
we would just as soon not 
exist. But they’re just gates to 
step through. 

I try to balance straightfor-
ward how-to garden columns 
with more thoughtful what’re-
we-doing-here ditties. This is 
one addresses how, when han-
dling dramatic seasonal 
changes, we either step across 
and embrace the new, or get 
dragged, weeping over the 
losses. 

In her book The Solace of 
Open Spaces, Gretel Ehrlich 
admits that in this season she 
feels “a double voice: one says 
everything is ripe, the other 
says everything is dying. The 
paradox is exquisite.”  

It’s like having flowers 
with caterpillars. I’m dis-
mayed when I lose my invest-
ment in money, effort, and 
time in the garden, and use 
netting to protect what I can. 
But monarch butterflies can’t 
survive without milkweed for 
their larvae to feed on, and 
gulf fritillaries depend on pas-
sionflower vines; mentally 
accepting that caterpillars are 
as important as butterflies and 
knowing that the flowers will 
be back next year, but the but-
terflies won’t if I don’t help 
them (it’s not up to someone 
else), I share my toys. I calm 
myself by looking at them 
closely, appreciating how my 
garden supports wildlife.  

But back to dealing with 
the oncoming Winter. A lot of 
non-native flowers and veg-
gies are still going full-tilt 
boogie when a freeze finally 
cuts them down. And for those 
of us passionately attached to 
seasonal flowers, the dramatic 
gap left when tomatoes, ele-
phant ears, zinnias, lantana, 
ornamental sweet potatoes, 
and canna melt into greenish-
brown goo can easily be heart-
breaking.  

This sort of threshold, by 
the way, is called a limen, and 
our natural thoughts and emo-
tions are very similar to those 
“betwixt and between” feel-
ings we share during the 
countdown on New Year’s 
Eve. And flying in an airplane, 

suspended between two dis-
tinct places. And while going 
through a garden gate.  

Luckily, on top of gorgeous 
displays of Autumn foliage 
and newly colored up berries, 
we Southerners are cheered on 
by gorgeous fall-flowering 
sasanqua camellias, fragrant 
sweet olive and eleagnus, col-
orful winter-migrant birds, 
and a few very early paper-
white narcissus. And even the 
required raking of leaves is 
psychological; by forcing us 

to deal physically with the 
change, it gives us the time 
and opportunity to ponder the 
impermanence of it all. 

So, ponder this: By paying 
ritualistic attention to little 
details, Japanese gardeners 
celebrate changes. They delib-
erately embrace how beauty is 
almost always tinged with 
sadness - even as cherry trees 
are in full bloom, they take 
time to pick up and examine 
fallen petals. I scatter old, 
weathered objects in my gar-

den as a subtle nod to rustic 
impermanence. 

Their term for this sensitiv-
ity to ephemeral, impermanent 
events is mono no aware; it is 
the “ahh” or “ooh” response of 
watching a sunset, seeing 
shooting stars or fireworks, 
coming across sweet new 
flowers, or whiffing a passing 
evening fragrance.  

This mindful, moment-to-
moment awareness, paying 
attention to things we ordinar-
ily never give a moment’s 

thought to, keeps us conscious 
of here-and-now, of where we 
are rather than stumbling from 
one event to another. Aware-
ness of the transience of all 
things, while embracing the 
sadness at their passing, also 
heightens appreciation of their 
beauty. 

This season is a hard transi-
tion from summer glory and 
warmth to cold winds and rain 
and only a few of the hardiest 
flowers venturing forth. How 
we handle the change, our 

rites of passage, help mark and 
celebrate the cycle of nature.   

Instead of fretting, make 
liminal lemonade. Savor the 
change by kicking some 
leaves, look closely at a 
camellia, and trust there to be 
daffodils on the other side.  

  
Felder Rushing is a Missis-

sippi author, columnist, and 
host of the “Gestalt Garden-
er” on MPB Think Radio. 
Email gardening questions to 
rushingfelder@yahoo.com.
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FOR SALE 
New Orleans Antique Water-
fall Fountain. Circulation 
pump, Cascades down vase 
to vase. It has beautiful color-
ful lights. Can paint any color, 
it comes apart. $350. Call 
601-663-0006 for more infor-
mation-- 
 

HOME FOR SALE 
18 Knight Street, 3 Bd, 2 Ba, 
2,128 sq. ft., 2 car garage, big 
yard, sprinkler system, gas 
fireplace, and a hot tub. 
It is $230,000. You can view 
pictures on facebook market-
place. 
Please call: 916-778-7268 
 

FOR RENT 
Large 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath 
Refrigerator, stove, laundry 
room, heaters, air condition-
ers, half utilities included. 
$550 with deposit. Phone: 
601-504-3769

CLASSIFIEDS

FELDER RUSHING

How to embrace, overcome seasonal emotions

The Authority has a position opening for a Maintenance 
Mechanic based in Scooba. This position will cover the Scooba, 
Brooksville, and Macon area. Major duties are semi-skilled and 
skilled structural, plumbing, and electrical building maintenance 
work at Authority properties. Work involves repair and replace-
ment of items such as windows, doors, gutters, cabinets, walls, 
ceilings, toilets, faucets, water lines, electrical outlets, and light 
fixtures. Also performs preventive maintenance tasks and 
grounds keeping tasks.

Individuals wishing to apply for this position 
should fax resume to 601-683-0478; or mail to:

JOB MM
P.O. Box 419

Newton, MS 39345
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

This job opening is subject to the requirements of Section 3 of the HUD Act of 1968. This act requires that wherever HUD financial 
assistance is expended for housing or community development, to the greatest extent feasible, economic opportunities be directed 
toward low- and very-low income persons, particularly those who are recipients of government assistance for housing (Section 3 
Residents). Low income is defined as 80% or below the median income of that area. Very low income is defined as 50% or below the 
median income of that area.

MRHAV encourages residents, and those receiving housing assistance to apply.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

MS REGIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY V
POSITION OPENING

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC
Philadelphia, Union, Dekalb, Scooba, Macon and Brooksville Areas

Seasons are just for gates.

We are currently seeking 
drivers. All drivers should have 
a Class A CDL with 12 months 
of verifiable work history and 

a clean driving record.

CDL DRIVERS

All applicants are asked to set 
up an appointment.

601-656-8118
EOE/M/F/D/V

meets the requirements provided in 
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-

-

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

-

-

-
-

edness therein described, as same 

-

and

the undersigned so to do, as Substi-
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-
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-

-
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PROPERTY ADDRESS: The street 

to be 11650 ROAD 325, UNION, MS 

39365 -

Substitute Trustee.

-

THAT PURPOSE.

12/22/2021, 12/29/2021

Public 
Notices



By ROBBIE ROBERTSON 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 
 

After seeing their winning streak 
end last week, the Leake Academy 
Rebelettes started another one this past 
week. 

The Rebelettes picked up three 
wins this past week, beating Park Place 
66-26 on Tuesday and Lamar School 
71-47 on Friday in district play. Leake 
finished the week with a big 61-37 win 
over previously unbeaten Jackson Prep 
on Saturday to improve to 15-1 on the 
season.  

The Rebels lost all three games this 
past week as they fell 70-61 to Park 
Place in overtime and then dropped a 
tough 65-61 loss to Lamar School on 
Friday. Then finished the week with a 
61-45 loss to Jackson Prep. 

Leake only has one game sched-
uled this week as they will travel to 
East Rankin on Friday. The following 
week, they will play Bayou Academy 
on Monday, Dec. 20, and Madison-
Ridgeland Academy on Tuesday, Dec. 
21, at the Kirk Academy Tournament. 

  
Rebelettes 61 

Jackson Prep 37 
The Rebels outscored the Lady 

Patriots in every period to hand Prep 
its first loss with a 24-point win. 

Leake led 13-6 at the end of the first 
and outscored Prep 14-11 in the second 
to lead 27-17 at the half. Leake put the 
game away in the third by outscoring 
Prep 16-4 in the third to lead 53-21 
going into the fourth. Leake also 
outscored Prep 18-16 in the fourth for 
the final margin. 

Leake was 11-of-25 from the 3-
point line and 12-of-14 from the free-
throw line in the contest. 

Miriam Prince led Leake with 21 
points, six assists and four rebounds, 
while Emeri Warren had 15 points and 
11 rebounds for a double-double. Mor-
gan Freeny had 11 points, four assists 
and three rebounds, while Katye Jones 
had eight points and 10 rebounds. 
Grace Maxey had six points and five 
rebounds, while Allen Kacey Wilcox 
pulled down seven rebounds. 

  
Jackson Prep boys 61 

Rebels 45 
The Patriots outscored the Rebels 

in each of the first three periods and 
took a 16-point win. 

Prep led 17-12 at the end of the 
first and 29-17 at the half. Prep took 
the third period 15-9 and led 44-26 
going to the fourth. Leake outscored 
Prep 19-17 in the fourth to take the 
win. 

Jake Freeny led Leake with 11 
points while Whitt Welch had 10 
points. Gavin White had 10 points 
while Aiden Watkins had 6 points, and 
Rhett Atkinson added five points. 

  
Rebelettes 66 
Park Place 26 

The Rebelettes dominated the early 
action and cruised to a 40-point win 
over the Lady Crusaders on Tuesday 
to open district play. 

Leake outscored Park Place 32-2 at 
the end of the first period and 
outscored the Lady Crusaders 11-4 in 
the second to lead 43-6 at the half. 
Park Place outscored Leake 14-7 in 
the third to cut the lead to 50-20 going 
into the fourth. Leake took the fourth 

16-6 for the final margin. 
Miriam Prince led Leake with 14 

points, three rebounds, three steals 
and two assists. Grace Maxey had 
seven points and four steals, while 
Raylea Atkinson also had seven 
points. Emeri Warren had six points, 
four rebounds and three steals, while 
Katye Jones had 6 points and three 
rebounds. Morgan Freeny also had 6 
points, while Miley Billie and Olivia 
Rudolph each had 4 points apiece. 

 
Park Place 70 

Rebels 61 
The Crusaders needed overtime as 

they took a nine-point win over the 
Rebels in district play on Tuesday. 

Park Place led 17-12 at the end of 
the first, but Leake outscored the Cru-
saders 17-10 in the second to lead 29-
27 at the half. Park Place outscored 
Leake 15-14 in the third and 14-13 in 
the fourth to force overtime tied at 56 
apiece. Park Place outscored Leake 
14-5 in the fifth for the final margin. 

Whitt Welch led Leake with 23 
points while Jake Freeny had 15 
points. Henry Dabbs and Aiden 
Watkins each had eight points apiece. 

  
Rebelettes 71 

Lamar School 47 
The Rebelettes used a big second 

period to pull away from the Lady 
Raiders and take a 24-point win on 
Friday in district play. 

Leake led just 14-6 at the end of 
the first period but then outscored 
Lamar 30-14 to lead 44-20 at the half. 
Leake continued to add to its total by 
outscoring Lamar 21-12 in the third to 
lead 65-32 going into the fourth peri-
od. Lamar claimed the fourth period 
15-6 for the final margin. 

Miriam Prince led Leake with 20 
points, seven steals and seven assists, 
while Morgan Freeny had 16 points 
and four assists. Emeri Warren had 
nine points, four rebounds and four 
steals. Katye Jones had six points and 
10 rebounds, while Grace Maxey had 

six points. Marleigh Myers also came 
off the bench to chip in six points, 
while Allen Kaye Wilcox added five 
points. 

  
Lamar boys 65 

Rebels 61 
The Raiders used a big second 

period and held on to take a four-point 
win over the Rebels on Friday in dis-
trict play. 

Leake led 16-12 at the end of the 
first period, but Lamar outscored the 
Rebels 19-11 in the second to lead 31-
27 at the half. Leake Academy 
outscored Lamar 23-21 in the third to 
cut the lead to 52-50 going to the 
fourth. In a back-and-forth final peri-
od, Lamar used a 13-11 advantage to 
take the four-point win. 

Whitt Welch led Leake with 20 
points while Jake Freeny had 11 
points. Rhett Atkinson had nine 
points, while Aiden Watkins had 8 
points, and Gavin White added 7 
points.

By DALE MCKEE 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
The Alabama All-Stars 

blanked Mississippi 20-0 in the 
35th Mississippi-Alabama All-
Star Game played in Hatties-
burg. 

The Alabama defense led by 
defensive MVP Miguel 
Mitchell of Oxford, Alabama, 
held the home team to only 117 
yards of total offense in the 
game. Alabama also used the 
leg of Fort Payne kicker and 
Auburn commit Alex McPher-
son as he led the special team’s 
effort for the winners. McPher-
son kicked an All-Star record 
58-yard field goal, had four 
touchback kickoffs and aver-
aged 50 yards on four punts. Jef-
ferson Davis defensive back 
Malcolm Hartzog, who had 
nine tackles and one intercep-
tion, led Mississippi on defense. 
He is presently a Nebraska com-
mit.  

In one of the best rivals in all 
sports that spans the globe, 
Navy’s defense limited Army to 
57 second-half yards on their 
way to a 17-13 win in the 122nd 
meeting of the service acade-
mies. Navy finished the season 
4-8 while Army (8-4) will head 
to Fort Worth to play Missouri 
in the Armed Forces Bowl.  

Jackson State (10-1) will 
play South Carolina State (6-5) 
in the Celebration Bowl in 
Atlanta on Saturday with an 
early morning 10 a.m. kickoff. 
The Tigers won the SWAC 
championship for the first time 
since 2013 with a win over 
Prairie View back on Dec. 4. 
JSU coach Deion Sanders was 
named the SWAC Coach of the 
Year, while his son Shedur was 
honored as the SWAC Fresh-
man of the Year. Tiger defensive 
lineman James Howard was 
named the Newcomer of the 
Year.  

The Early National Signing 
Day will begin on Wednesday 
and end on Friday of this week 
for the college football teams. 
The next National Signing Day 
will be on Feb. 2, 2022. South-
ern Mississippi has 17 commits, 
with 14 of those from inside the 
state. Six of those are JUCO 
players. MSU also has 17 com-
mits, with nine of those from the 
Magnolia State. Ole Miss has 
14 commits with seven of those 
Mississippians.  

The College Bowl madness 
will begin on Friday. Two 
games will be played that day, 
beginning at 10 a.m., as the 
Bahamas Bowl is the first of 44 
bowl games to be played. The 
Cure Bowl in Orlando will fol-
low that at 4 p.m. The following 
day seven games will kick off, 
beginning with a 9 a.m. kickoff 
in the Boca Raton Bowl and 
then an hour later the Celebra-
tion Bowl on ABC-TV as Jack-
son State will face South Caroli-
na State. The final game of the 
day will begin at 7:15 p.m. with 
the New Orleans Bowl. Then 
next Monday and Wednesday 
will have one game each day, 
while Tuesday will have two 
games. Mississippi State and 
Ole Miss will play the following 
week. The Bulldogs will play on 
Dec. 28 and the Rebels on the 
night of Jan. 1. 

Alabama quarterback Bryce 
Young, who passed for over 
4,300 yards and 43 touchdowns, 
easily won the Heisman Trophy 
this past Saturday. The award is 
given to the best college football 
player in the nation. Young is 
the fourth Alabama player to 
win the award and the first 
Bama quarterback. The Califor-
nia native also gives the Crim-
son Tide back-to-back winners 
of the award. Tide wide receiver 
DeVonta Smith won the award 
last year. Ole Miss quarterback 
Matt Corral finished seventh in 
the balloting.  

  
Closing note   

The New Orleans Saints (6-
7) halted a five-game losing 
streak as they downed the New 
York Jets, 30-9, to keep their 
slim hopes of a playoff spot. Up 
next is Tampa Bay next Monday 
night.  

 
Dale is a Waynesboro resi-

dent who has been writing 
sports in Mississippi since 1973. 
Listen to Dale’s Brouhaha 
Sports Show with Marshall 
Wood on Tuesday at 6 p.m. on 
WABO FM 105.5 in the Way-
nesboro area. To listen, go to 
wabo105.com and click listen 
live.

Sports
Alabama 
blanks MS 
All-Stars

Leake Academy’s Rhett Atkinson puts up a shot against Lamar in prep basketball action last week.

Rebelettes rebound as Rebels 
struggle on the court

By STAFF REPORTS 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Three senior football players 

from Neshoba Central will be play-
ing in the 73rd Bernard Blackwell 
All Star Football Classic Saturday at 
Joseph Milner Stadium, Lindy Calla-
han Field, in Gulfport. 

Eli Anderson will be one of the 
quarterbacks for the North team. 
One of his favorite receivers, Ja’-
Naylon Dupree, is also on the North 
team. Maxton Woodward will be 
anchoring the defensive line for the 
North. 

Neshoba Central coach Patrick 
Schoolar will be an assistant coach 
for the North. 

The game kicks off at 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday. General admission tickets 
will be available at the gate for $10 
per person, with all seats general 
admission.  

The Bernard Blackwell All Star 
Football Classic is formerly known 
as the Mississippi High School All 
Star Football Game and was origi-
nated in 1950 by Mississippi State 
Coach Arthur “Slick” Morton. 

The Mississippi Association of 
Coaches assumed sponsorship of the 
game from the Jackson Touchdown 
Club in 1993. In 1994, the game was 
renamed for Coach Bernard Black-
well, the late Executive Director of 
the MAC. 

The game will only be available 

for broadcast on an internet stream at 
Friday Night Under The Lights at 
fnutl.com or the MAC Network on 
the website at mscoaches.com/mac-
network/livestream. 

The game will also be available 
on live streaming on Apple TV, Roku 
and Firestick. 

The North will be coached by 
Tyrone Shorter of Louisville, while 
the South will be led by Ryan 
Earnest of Laurel. Each squad con-
sists of 42 players. 

The game features a North-South 
format, and the South leads the 
series 34-29-4. 

In the 72nd Annual Bernard 
Blackwell Classic played on Dec. 
19, 2020, the South defeated the 

North 16-10 at Bulldog Stadium on 
the campus of Brandon High School.  

The C-Spire Most Valuable Offen-
sive Player for the South was quarter-
back Alan Follis of West Jones, while 
the South’s C-Spire Most Valuable 
Defensive Player was linebacker 
Jalen Wells of Scott Central. 

The North C-Spire Offensive 
MVP was quarterback Jake Weir of 
Tupelo, and the C-Spire North 
Defensive MVP was linebacker 
Steven Betts of East Webster. 

The Bill Stewart Award winner 
for the South was quarterback Ruben 
Lee of Moss Point, while the Bill 
Stewart Award winner for the North 
was wide receiver Creek Robertson 
of Madison Central. 
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4 Rockets football players lead North All-Star team

By STAFF REPORTS 
sports@neshobademocrat.com 

 
Both Choctaw Central teams 

went undefeated last week in prep 
basketball action. 

The Lady Warriors improved to 
9-3 as they defeated Kemper County 
55-33 and Columbus 58-31 in the 
Pontotoc weekend tournament. The 
Lady Warriors entered the week as 
the No. 3 ranked team in a Class 4A 
girls basketball poll. 

The Choctaw Central boys 
ranked No. 5 in the state among 
Class 4A boys teams, took a 51-29 
victory over Kemper County. The 
Warriors entered the week undefeat-
ed at 13-0. 

Choctaw Central will visit South-
east Lauderdale on Thursday. Both 
teams travel to Tupelo for a classic 
game on Saturday. The Lady War-
riors play Hancock at 10:15 a.m. The 
Warriors will play Gentry at 2 p.m. 

  

Lady Warriors 55 
Kemper County 33 

Kylinn Bell led the Lady Warriors 
with 27 points while Mattison Bell 
added 12 points and Kyla Farmer 
scored 11. 

  
Lady Warriors 58 

Columbus 31 
The Lady Warriors came on 

strong in the second quarter to put 
Columbus away. 

Mattison Bell led with 16 points 

while Farmer scored 10. 
  

Warriors 61 
Kemper County 29 

Choctaw Central kept up a steady 
attack as they knocked off Kemper 
County last Thursday. 

Thomas Tangle led the Warriors 
with 17 points while Hayden Jones 
scored 16. Johnny Vaughn scored 9 
points.

Choctaw Central basketball teams ranked in state
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Chamblee signs with Copiah-Lincoln CC
Leake Academy senior Jenna Chamblee signed last week to continue her softball career 
with Copiah-Lincoln Community College. Chamblee is joined with her parents, Joel and 
Christy Chamblee, on the bottom row. On the top row are assistant softball coach Brantley 
Scott and Lee Myers along with sister Peyton Chamblee. Chamblee was an MAIS All-star 
for the Lady Rebels and helped the team to a 25-4 record this past season, finishing third in 
Class 5A.

By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
 

The Neshoba Central Lady 
Rockets picked up two victories 
last week and entered the week 
ranked No. 1 in Mississippi in a 
statewide poll for Class 5A girls 
basketball teams. 

The Lady Rockets are also 
ranked No. 2 in a statewide poll for 
all-girls high school basketball 
teams. The Harrison Central Lady 
Red Rebels are ranked No. 1 in the 
rankings. 

“It validates the notice and suc-

cess the kids have had to this 
point,” Coach Jason Broom said. 
“We have had some good success 
against some good teams that were 
ranked highly at the beginning of 
the year. Summer wins don’t 
count, but we felt then that if we 
took care of our business, we 
should be one of the top teams. 

“Ten games in, the way the 
kids are playing, I look at it as a 
well-earned accolade for what 
they have done. It doesn’t put any 
points on the scoreboard or win 
any games, but it is nice to be rec-
ognized.” 

The Lady Rockets improved to 
10-0 with a 76-35 win over New 
Hope and a 92-25 win over New-
ton County. 

The Neshoba Central boys 
won their second game of the sea-
son as they knocked off Newton 
County 60-47. Earlier in the week, 
they lost an 82-48 decision to New 
Hope. 

Neshoba Central has two 
games this week. They were to 
visit Northeast Lauderdale on 
Tuesday and Kosciusko on Friday 
night.

Lady Rockets improve to 10-0

303 Northwood
Philadelphia | MLS# 21-478

$125,000
REDUCED/

MOTIVATED SELLER

View All Area MLS Listings 

gohillphilly.com

10211 Road 771
Philadelphia | MLS# 21-629

$129,000
11650 CR 339
Union | MLS# 21-843

11372 RD 387
Philadelphia | MLS# 21-1014

$119,900

$379,900

10560 Road 759
Philadelphia | MLS# 20-850

N LOT 28 - PLANTATION POINT DR.
Philadelphia | MLS# 21-1023
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$14,900
N LOT 27 - PLANTATION POINT DR.
Philadelphia | MLS# 21-1022
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$165,000 
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Union | MLS# 21-608
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By STEVE SWOGETINSKY 
steve@neshobademocrat.com 
 

The Philadelphia High School 
Tornado basketball teams split a 
pair of games with McAdams on 
the road Friday night. 

The Philadelphia girls 
improved to 3-4 with a 51-26 win 
over McAdams. Earlier in the 
week, they dropped a 64-28 deci-
sion to East Webster. 

The Philadelphia boys stopped 
East Webster 57-34 but then 

dropped a 47-36 decision to 
McAdams. The Tornadoes entered 
the week with a 2-5 record. 

The Tornadoes will travel to 
Union on Tuesday and then host 
McAdams on Friday.

Tornado teams go 1-1 on court
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