
Forum
“But friendship is precious, not only in the 
shade, but in the sunshine of life; and thanks 
to a benevolent arrangement of things, the 
greater part of life is sunshine.”

— Thomas Jefferson
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Our Forum

Further evidence that elections matter came last week 
with Joseph Luter IV’s voluntary two-thirds reduction of 
the scope of his controversial Grange at 10Main mixed-use 
development on the edge of Smithfield’s historic district. 

Luter, to be clear, could have plowed ahead with the 267-
home plan approved by three Town Council members in 
December 2023, but town taxpayers’ funding of the develop-
ment’s signature feature, a permanent farmers market, was 
dead on arrival with an overhauled council that was elected 
in November with a clear mandate from voters to control 
residential growth.

The farmers market remains in Luter’s new plan as 
presented to the Town Council last week, but it is otherwise 
radically different: just 93 homes and no apartments. A 
much-needed three-story, 100-room hotel remains in the plan.

Legacy matters to the Luter family, especially Joseph Lut-
er III, whose benevolence over the years has made Smithfield 
immeasurably better, the envy of small towns throughout 
Virginia and beyond. As Luter IV noted in his presentation to 
Town Council members last week, the family had no intention 
of upsetting townsfolk with their plans for the Grange. The 
latest revision is a clear and welcomed effort to mend fences.

And it likely reflects some realization of economic realities 
in the year since the prior Grange plan was approved. Luter 
IV is a smart businessman who wants the project to be viable.

For the first time since he and his father purchased the 
former Pierceville property off Main Street and Route 10, 
there’s a lot more to like than dislike in the new plan, and 
we urge the Planning Commission and Town Council to get 
to work quickly vetting it and making a decision.

The sticking point could still be taxpayer participation 
in the proposed farmers market, although it was significant 
that Luter IV, when asked directly by Town Councilman 
Darren Cutler, stopped just short of saying that the market 
is essential to the Grange moving forward. We sensed just a 
tiny bit of wiggle room.  

Cutler and two other newcomers said unequivocally 
during the election campaign that they did not support a prior 
council’s 2022 commitment to match the Luter family’s offer 
of $1 million and land with $1.4 million in taxpayer money 
to help fund the farmers market’s construction. The Isle of 
Wight County Board of Supervisors also pledged $1.4 million 
in 2022, and voted recently to make good on that commitment 
by transferring the money to the county’s Economic Devel-
opment Authority.

The new Town Council took the step last month of appoint-
ing a committee to study the future of the farmers market. 
Its chair? Councilman Jeff Brooks, who opposed rezoning 
and special use permits for the bigger Grange proposal 
when it was approved 3-2 by a shorthanded Town Council 
in December 2023.

Luter IV’s good-faith proposal to reduce the project’s hous-
ing density and donate the freed-up greenspace to the town 
puts the ball squarely back in the council’s court. 

Much-improved plan
for Grange at 10Main

Smithfield Elementary is gone, but memories endure
The alumni of the old Smithfield Elementary School on 

James Street are rapidly passing from the scene. 
Lest the building be forgotten 

completely to future generations, 
let me reach deep into my old brain 
to recall some of its traits and our 
young experiences there. (If I get 
some facts wrong, I trust that an-
other old-timer will set me straight.)

The elementary school was a 
one-story brick building located at 
the corner of James and Washington 
streets on property now being de-
veloped with houses. Across James 
Street was Smithfield High School. It was also a handsome 
brick building, but two stories (three if you included the 
basement, which housed classrooms and restrooms).

The elementary school, if I recall correctly, included six 
classrooms, four facing the street and two across the main 

hall. Also across the hall were restrooms 
and a small gymnasium.

The elementary and high schools were 
built to complement each other. The high 
school had an auditorium, complete with 
balcony seating, that served not only stu-
dents but the broader community as well. 

The high school had no gymnasium. 
Students used the one in the elementary 
school. That space also did double duty as 
a location for student sock hops.

The elementary school seemed massive 
to a first grader. Its tall ceilings, wooden floors and the 
smell of oil used repeatedly to condition the floors are 
vivid memories. As you entered the building, a print of 

Thomas Gainsborough’s Blue Boy hung on the facing 
hall. I’m sure it wasn’t a valuable print and have no idea 
what happened to it.

Each classroom had a set of book cabinets with 
glass-paneled doors. The cabinets indeed held books, but 
were also storage for student lunch bags and boxes. By 
the time I entered school, the cabinets had the permanent 
essence of bananas, peanut butter and apples. Not a bad 
fragrance, actually.

We didn’t have to take our lunch, though most of us 
did at least sometimes. Teachers would accept money first 
thing each morning in exchange for lunch tickets, and a 
tally of who would eat cafeteria food was then transmitted 
to the staff of a freestanding cafeteria, located a few yards 
from the school. 

By John Edwards

In The
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Reader Forum
NOTE: The Smithfield Times welcomes letters from 

our readers of up to 330 words. Letters should express 
opinions on current events rather than introduce 
previously unreported facts. If you state something 
as fact that has not previously been reported by the 
Times, please include the source of the information. 
Avoid personal attacks. Letters must be signed and an 
address and phone number included for verification of 
authorship. The Smithfield Times will edit letters as 
needed for length and clarity. We will publish no more 
than one letter per month per author. Mail letters to The 
Smithfield Times, P.O. Box 366, Smithfield, VA 23431, or 
email to editor@smithfieldtimes.com by noon Monday 
for consideration for the current week’s edition.	

Cub Scouts were called on to present the colors as the Rushmere Volunteer Fire Department 
dedicated its station in March 1991. The Cubs were among about 250 people who attended the 
event. (The Smithfield Times file photo)

Color Guard

Impressed with
CTE program

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

Recently, 12 members 
from the “Gatling Pointe 
Girlfriends,” a local group 
of women who socialize 
and pursue community 
volunteer opportunities, 
were honored to visit 
the Isle of Wight Coun-
ty Career and Technical 
Education Facilities at 
Windsor and Smithfield 
high schools and Windsor 
Elementary. 

O u r  g u i d e ,  N a t a l i e 
Street, instructional co-
ordinator  of  PD,  CTE 
at Smithfield High, ex-
plained that CTE pro-
grams provide career-fo-
cused learning in essential 
employment skills as well 
as job-specific technical 
skills. Students prepare 
for in-demand, high-pay-
ing jobs and other post-
secondary options. We 
visited Engineering, Weld-
ing, Manufacturing Sys-
tems, Junior ROTC and 
the Nurse Aide Training 
departments. A highlight 
was our gourmet luncheon 
prepared and served by the 
Culinary Department at 

the on-site training restau-
rant, “Turner & 10.”

Visiting Windsor Ele-
mentary School, we toured 
the Early Childhood De-
v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m , 
which prepares future 
early childhood education 
instructors. The “Agri-
cultural Land Lab” is a 
working farm on 30 acres 
of school-owned property 
where students practice 
a broad range of hands-on 
farm activities, prepar-
ing them for a variety of 
farm-related fields.

The instructors are 
highly qualified profes-
sionals with extensive in-
dustry experience provid-
ing leadership, inspiration 
and motivation promoting 
a sense of pride and ac-

countability. The training 
spaces are designed to 
realistically simulate the 
actual workplace environ-
ment complete with state-
of-the-art, industry-stan-
dard equipment. 

While attending Isle 
of  Wight County CTE, 
students explore a wide 
range of careers, gain-
ing valuable skills and 
experience. They have 
the opportunity to obtain 
college credits in part-
nership with community 
colleges and universities. 
They prepare for industry 
certifications and may 
obtain credentials while 
enrolled in CTE or upon 
graduation. 

Visionary local and re-
gional industries partner 

with CTE, offering in-
ternships and apprentice-
ships providing valuable 
workplace experience. 
Many students transition 
directly into employment 
within our community 
immediately after gradua-
tion. Isle of Wight County 
CTE programs have been 
recognized in the industry, 
receiving awards and top 
honors for their innova-
tive and successful career 
training programs. 

A common question 
from my group is, “Why 
didn’t I know about this 
program?” I encourage 
community members to 
become familiar with yet 
another positive aspect 
of living in Isle of Wight 
County. I  am proud of 
our school district for its 
dedication to optimally 
preparing students to en-
ter the future workforce 
confident and competent. 

With the promise of 
these well-prepared grad-
uating students, our com-
munity remains strong, 
a n d  o u r  f u t u r e  l o o k s 
bright!

Gail Smith
Smithfield

 

 

SmithfieldTimes.com reader poll 
 

 
Results are as of 3:55 p.m. Feb. 3. This week’s poll question: 

What do you think of the revised Grange at 10Main plan? Sound 
off at SmithfieldTimes.com. 

 
 

• See LETTERS, p. 3

• See ROWS, p. 3


