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Our Forum

Amber Wells was generous in describing the proposed 
ownership of a farmers market, restaurant and retail building 
at the Grange at 10Main as “very vague.”

The Isle of Wight Economic Development Authority board 
member wondered aloud whether the EDA really had a choice 
on committing to own the building after two years of plan-
ning that has occurred mostly out of public view. She joined 
her colleagues in voting unanimously to agree “in concept” 
to partnering with the town and county as the structure’s 
landlord “subject to the negotiation of terms acceptable” to 
the board.

It’s past time to bring clarity to the murkiness.
As background, more than two years ago, Grange devel-

oper Joseph Luter IV and his father, former Smithfield Foods 
Chairman Joseph Luter III, offered land and $1 million toward 
the construction of what as of the Grange’s 2023 rezoning 
was proposed as single-story building with 2,550 square feet 
of rental retail space, an attached 7,350-square-foot restau-
rant that would operate under condominium-style private 
ownership and the farmers market. As of Feb. 22, a revised 
illustration showed 48 covered market stalls, a two-story 
restaurant and a 1.3-acre “village green.”

According to County Attorney Bobby Jones, the EDA 
would be the project’s fiscal agent and landlord as part of a 
three-party agreement among the EDA, town and county.

The Luters’ offer required the town and county to each 
contribute $1.4 million to the structure. Each governing body 
voted to approve its share in October 2022, but whether that 
vote was binding is now a matter of debate during a heated 
town election season. Several candidates say that, if elected, 
they won’t feel obligated to spend the money a prior council 
committed.  

Next week’s Town Council election will go a long way 
toward determining whether the new market is ever built – 
and whether voters want it to be built.

Luter IV and the EDA can improve the odds by putting 
forth a firm plan with details, especially as it relates to the 
participation of town and county taxpayers and the return, if 
any, on the investment they are being asked to make.

We’re also concerned about the proposed condomini-
um-style ownership that would put a big portion of the 
building, the restaurant space, under private ownership in 
an otherwise taxpayer-owned structure. Again, as the old 
saying goes, the devil will be in the details.

The October 2022 decisions to pledge town and county 
money to this project were rushed. One of the reasons for 
rushing at the time remains unresolved. The town’s lease 
of the farmers market’s current space behind the Bank of 
Southside Virginia on Main Street was reported to be expir-
ing. The agreement has since limped along with year-to-year 
extensions, officials say.

That question needs clarity along with many others in 
the weeks ahead. 

More details
needed on

farmers market

Halloween is a special night on Main Street
One of the most popular public events ever staged at 

what the public popularly calls Times Square is the annual 
Safe Trick or Treat.

This year’s Safe Trick or Treat 
will be held tomorrow from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. It may be the last year the 
newspaper will be on the site and 
thus the event’s organizer. The 
town is actively considering selling 
the property, including the stage, to 
an individual who plans to create a 
private entertainment venue there.

The newspaper first organized 
the Halloween get-together in 1997, 
having no idea that it would join the Christmas Parade as 
the two best attended local activities in downtown each 
year. Neither comes close to matching the tourist-centric 

street sales, mind you. They pull people from far and wide. 
But the Safe Trick or Treat and parade are aimed at local 

folks and are the go-to events for young Isle 
of Wight couples with children.

The actual Safe Trick or Treat event, 
which involves businesses and clubs giving 
out candy to children who parade along 
Main Street, is just the visible conclusion 
of something very special. Entire families 
spend weeks dreaming up the costumes 
they will wear as a group when they join 
the parade and the costume contest on the 
town stage afterward.

The whole downtown Halloween ex-
perience that exists today — including, spectacularly, 
the decorations along Grace Street — grew out of this 
effort to provide families a safe environment in which 

their children could spend an evening pretending to be 
superheroes, ghouls, darling princesses or traditional 
cowboys and pirates.

And, though few people today realize it, the Safe 
Trick or Treat was not the brainchild of The Smithfield 
Times. Credit for the concept goes to the now defunct Real 
Smithfield Jaycees, who saw the need to corral kids into 
a safe Halloween event way back in 1988. The Jaycees, an 
extraordinarily active group of young business people, 
back then put together the idea of a Safe Trick or Treat, 
including a costume contest, and held it around the Town 
Hall on Institute Street. 

The events continued under Jaycees sponsorship for 
nearly a decade and morphed into a popular haunted 
house that the Jaycees cobbled together in their head-

By John Edwards
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Reader Forum
NOTE: The Smithfield Times welcomes letters from 

our readers of up to 330 words. Letters should express 
opinions on current events rather than introduce 
previously unreported facts. If you state something 
as fact that has not previously been reported by the 
Times, please include the source of the information. 
Avoid personal attacks. Letters must be signed and an 
address and phone number included for verification of 
authorship. The Smithfield Times will edit letters as 
needed for length and clarity. We will publish no more 
than one letter per month per author. Mail letters to The 
Smithfield Times, P.O. Box 366, Smithfield, VA 23431, or 
email to editor@smithfieldtimes.com by noon Monday 
for consideration for the current week’s edition.	

The Jamestown ferry Ocean City plowed into the dock at Scotland Wharf in February 1981, 
demolishing part of the dolphins (piling groups) that guide ferries in. No one was injured. (The 
Smithfield Times file photo)

Ferry mishap

Paving
paradise

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

From now on, maybe we 
should just call Smithfield 
the Concrete Jungle. 

The Smithfield Town 
Council sold out the Jungle 
quicker than a Taylor Swift 
concert.

Jim Minton
Smithfield

Roundabout
is ‘lunacy’

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

I haven’t had a reason to 
complain about VDOT in a 
long time. Various requests 
for additional signage and 
other devices at intersec-
tions were installed quickly 
in Carrollton and a malfunc-
tioning traffic light was fixed 
in less than 12 hours.

However, the planner’s 
idea for a million dollars on 
a ridiculous roundabout is 
about as pathetically putrid 
a plan as any politician could 
pontificate.

To consider that nearby 
a sprawling school complex 

destined to become the next 
Pentagon feeds into this 
planned circular craziness is 
bad enough, with hundreds 
of buses zooming through, 
too big to round the curves, 
but then more housing will 
be funneling hundreds of 
cars and just adds to the 
insanity.

Everywhere there is a 
round robin for automotive 
anxiety, you’ll find deliri-
ous drivers devoid of basic 
common sense: All cars go 
to the right in counterclock-
wise calmness. But no, I 
find drivers going left as if 
Down Under, and even one 
clueless car spotted stuck in 
the bushes for thinking he 
could drive over the circled 
curb as a shortcut.

Ever since the “pandem-
ic” the roads are doubly 

deadly both to life and our 
wits. Building an overpriced 
roundabout of idiocy is not a 
solution.

David R. Lyons
Chesapeake

Stakes high 
in Smithfield 

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

Never in the history of 
our nation or our local com-
munities has a vote had 
the potential to impact the 
future for our families, and 
2024 has become a rallying 
point for change in each 
arena. Smithfield politics 
has reached a boiling point, 
and it is important that each 

resident in our community 
weighs the impact of our 
votes. 

Gone are those days of 
hoping someone else will 
take the plunge and vote; it is 
now time for each resident to 
decide what the future holds 
for our families and decide 
what it will look like in 2025 
and beyond as decisions that 
are made at the voting booth 
next week will determine 
our future. Your voice could 
change the face of Smithfield 
forever. 

Change is inevitable, but 
it should be sensible and 
transparent. In my 12 years 
in Smithfield, I have seen 
very little of it on the town 
or county side. Our elected 
officials need a wakeup call 
that we are no longer sitting 
back, but we are scrutinizing 
everything and choosing 
wisely.

At issue in Smithfield 
is the unrestrained growth 
with unlimited approvals 
to rezoning, mixed used 
zoning, special permit use 
and forgiveness after the 
fact. The rush to make 
Smithfield a mirror image 
of Suffolk and their drive 
to be a 15-minute city alone 
should raise eyebrows, but 
the speed and manipula-
tion of processes should be 

SmithfieldTimes.com reader poll

Results are as of 5:35 p.m. Oct. 28. This week’s poll question:
What form of political advertising most influences your vote?

Sound off at SmithfieldTimes.com.

• See LETTERS, p. 3

• See ROWS, p. 3


