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COMMENTARY

If you have any relatives under,
say, 45 years old, I hereby pro-
nounce it your civic duty, by any
nonviolent means, to take them
to see the movie “Reagan.”
As entertainment, the movie is

not great but is definitely good.
As history, “Reagan” is likewise

solid. As an exposi-
tor of the right sort
of public character,
it is very good in-
deed. As a tribute
to one of the great-
est Americans of
this or any lifetime,
it does a more than
admirable job,

even if it lacks nuance and tends
toward hagiography.
And in toto, the act of watch-

ing it is 141 minutes well spent.
For those old enough to have
been adults in the era of Ronald
Reagan’s presidency, the film is
a fine reminder of the remark-
able victories for freedom in the
1980s. For those not old enough,
it can teach salutary lessons that
today’s pathetic educational sys-
tem usually distort and mangle,
often with malice aforethought.
Dennis Quaid plays the 40th
U.S. president with heart and
admirable effort, even if he can’t
capture the resonant timbre of
Reagan’s unique voice. The set
decorators, costume folks and
other visual-detail people do a
masterful job recreating exact
replicas of real scenes, captured
on still or live film, and the dia-
logue frommany of those scenes
is word for word as history re-
corded it.

The movie’s Reagan, like the
real one as described by so very
many of those who knew him, is
a singularly resilient, willful and
sincere man of good will and of
profound insights about the na-
ture of freedom and of ideologies
that threaten it. More important-
ly, he was one of those figures
who changed history, for the bet-
ter, in ways not a single other liv-
ing soul would have done. What

the movie “Reagan” teaches is
that history is not just a result
of anonymous, impersonal, in-
evitable “forces,” but instead
changes through the willpower
and choices of individuals.
So, no matter what the left-
ist narrative now is, the Soviet
Union would not have collapsed
on its own. It had to be pushed.
And it had to be pushed in the
right way, with the right touch,

with the right safeguards. With-
out Reagan the man, the Wash-
ington consensus was dead set
against doing the sorts of things
Reagan did, with the depth and
width of necessary public sup-
port he attracted, without which
the Soviets would have survived
and maybe triumphed.
Indeed, this theme is so impor-
tant that it is the main point of
the one completely ahistorical
part of the whole movie. The
filmmakers create a purely fic-
tional device of a young Russian
who clearly is a disciple of cur-
rent dictator Vladimir Putin, ask-
ing an ancient spy leader (played
by Jon Voight) how the great
Soviet Union collapsed. It is the
Voight character’s account that
provides the viewpoint for the
story’s entire narrative, includ-
ing the unshakable conclusion
that Reagan was the essential
driving force behind the Soviets’
defeat.
What this film does not do well
enough is explain that the So-
viets were not just aggressive
(which is amply detailed) but evil
— which is what Reagan says
but what the movie doesn’t fully
show. For a better sense of just
how existentially frightening the
Soviets were, several Reagan
documentaries are better. (I have
seen so many I forget which is
good and which isn’t, but one of
the excellent ones is Citizens
United’s “Rendezvous with Des-
tiny.”) “Reagan” does, however,
show the personal qualities that
made Reagan so likable, and
it details the experiences that

molded him and that he himself
used proactively to mold his
history-making character and
career.
Far too many of today’s millen-

nials and Generation Z people,
and even the younger Generation
Xers, have imbibed the idiotic
fiction that Reagan was just a
trigger-happy cowboy who got
lucky, or an amiable dunce who
play-acted while the Soviet
empire collapsed under its own
weight, or an avatar of greed
who neither cared about nor did
much to help the poor. Even too
many of today’s young conser-
vatives, alas, pay only glancing
tribute, and with more than a lit-
tle ignorance, to the Reagan leg-
acy. Too many believe Reagan’s
skill was merely tactical, applied
to a certain set of time-specific
historical exigencies, rather than
understanding that Reagan’s
principles were timeless and still
applicable today.
The movie “Reagan” corrects

those miscomprehensions, and
it does so in winsomely watch-
able fashion. Only someone with
a barren soul could walk away
from it without renewed hope,
determination and sense of pur-
pose.

New Orleans native Quin Hillyer
is deputy commentary editor
for the Washington Examiner,
where this column first
appeared. He can be reached at
Qhillyer@WashingtonExaminer.
com. His other columns appear
at www.washingtonexaminer.
com/author/quin-hillyer.
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Donald Trump said somany things that
were flat-out false during last week’s debate
that it feels futile to focus on just one lie—
or even on one topic.
Take abortion, the issue that he personally
pushed onto the front burner by appointing
threeU.S. SupremeCourt justices bent on
overturning Roe v.Wade, and then
congratulating himself when the
court did so.
When Trumpwasn’t claiming

Tuesday night that KamalaHarris,
TimWalz and other abortion-rights
advocates are OKwith the “execu-
tion” of live-born babies— prompt-
ingmoderator LinseyDavis to re-
mind viewers that “there is no state
in this countrywhere it is legal to kill a
baby after it’s born”—hewas insisting, just
as nonsensically, that ending constitutional
protection is what “everybodywanted.”
“Every legal scholar, everyDemocrat, ev-

ery Republican, liberal, conservative, they
all wanted this issue to be brought back to
the states where the people could vote. And
that’s what happened,” he said.
Except that’s not at all what’s happened
inmany states, including Louisiana. To put
it simply, people here can’t vote, because
there’s noway for them to get a question on
the ballot.

Louisiana has no provision for citizens to
gather signatures and put an abortion ques-
tion— or any question— on a statewide
ballot. The only way to get a constitutional
amendment before voters here is to con-
vince a supermajority of both houses of the
Legislature to put it there.

And given that these are the same
people who adopted one of themost
stringent abortion bans in the coun-
try— one that has no exceptions for
rape and incest victims or to protect
the pregnant woman’s health, and
that carries a threat of imprison-
ment for those providers who cross
the line— there’s little chance
they’re about to give their constitu-

ents an opportunity to overrule them.
Maybe because they know, on some level,
that they’ve gone too far, even for one of the
most anti-abortion states in the country.
Perhaps they’ve read the polling. A sur-
vey for this newspaper taken earlier this
year found that 54% of respondents back
legalized abortion up to 15weeks, while
41% oppose.
Surely they’ve followed results in other
conservative states where there have been
votes; in every case, when asked, voters
have supportedmore abortion rights, not
fewer.

Chances are high that we’ll see the same
outcomewhen voters in still more states
weigh in on the same day the country
chooses the next president— and that the
presence of these ballot questions will en-
ergize voters who, despite his claim, are not
at all happywith Trump’s role in all of this.
That’s surely why, in a number of these
states, opponents aremaking things dif-
ficult.
Ohio was first to try to avert a straightfor-
ward up-or-down vote, when legislators at-
tempted to raise the bar for approval ahead
of an abortion rights referendum; voters
saw through the ploy, rejected the change
in rules and then voted to enshrine abortion
rights in the state constitution.
Florida voters will weigh in on a six-week
ban in November, and state officials, led
byGov. RonDeSantis, are deployingwhat
opponents call dirty tricks and suppression
tactics to defeat themeasure.
In the presidential swing state of Arizona,
courts sidedwith Republican lawmakers
whowanted to use the term “unborn human
being” rather than “fetus” or “embryo” in
a state pamphlet about the ballot question,
whichwould add a right to abortion in the
constitution.
InMissouri, which has a harsh ban, the
state SupremeCourt rejected a legal chal-

lenge attempting to stop an abortion-rights
initiative from appearing on the ballot.
The decisionwent the other way in Ar-

kansas, which also has a near-total ban,
where the high court upheld the secretary
of state’s rejection of the petition on a tech-
nicality.
Just imaginewhat would happen if abor-

tion-rights advocates had away to get such
a question on the ballot in Louisiana.
What all these politicians know is what

Harris said at the debate: that women ex-
periencingmiscarriages who can’t get care
because their doctors are afraid of being
arrested don’t want this. Nor do children
being forced to carry a pregnancy result-
ing from the rape of a relative or women
having to travel far out of state to exercise
what had been a constitutional right before
Trump got involved.
Even in states likeMissouri and Arkan-

sas.
And yes, even here.
Ormaybe I’mwrong.Maybe if Louisian-

ans did get to weigh in, as Trump said they
should, they’d keep the current law in place.
Hey, Louisiana Legislature. There’s one

way to find out.

Email Stephanie Grace at sgrace@
theadvocate.com.

Trump’s right: Louisianans should be able to vote on abortion rights

Election Day is barely 50
days away, and early voting in
Louisiana starts Oct. 18. At least 2
million Louisianans are ex-
pected to cast their ballots
either by voting absentee,
voting early or voting on
Nov. 5. More than 2.1 mil-
lion voted in the 2020 presi-
dential contest.
Those who prefer to vote

on Election Daymay recog-
nize some of their longtime
election commissioners waiting to
help them.
But will there be enough com-

missioners to make sure the tradi-
tionally high-turnout presidential
election proceeds smoothly?
Election commissioners serve a
critical role in our democracy by
assisting voters who have ques-
tions and by confirming that you
are who you say you are before
you vote.
They get the job done, no mat-
ter what. It’s not easy, but those
who serve as commissioners do
so because they know how impor-
tant the job is.
“Voting is your right, and no one

should have their rights infringed
upon or have a terrible experi-
ence doing one of the most impor-

tant things an American
citizen has the right to
do,” shared Rhonda Say-
lor, director of elections
for the Jefferson Parish
Clerk of Court.
A 2023 report by the
National Conference of
State Legislatures sum-
marized the nation’s poll

worker challenge this way: “Poll
workers, especially those with ex-
perience, are essential to election
administration. However, recruit-
ing and retaining poll workers
are longstanding issues that have
worsened in recent years. Inad-
equate pay and partisan balance
requirements create a narrow
field of qualified applicants, which
is further diminished by recent
harassment of poll workers.”
Calcasieu Parish’s Amanda
Fontenot Johnson, 57, has been
working elections for 25 years—
12 of them as a commissioner in
charge. She got $100 a day when
she started. Now she gets $200

and an additional $50 for turning
in important paperwork. “I love
what I do, and I love the commu-
nity service,” she told me. “And I
spend themoney before I get it.”
Calcasieu Parish has 123 pre-
cincts. Jefferson Parish has 271,
and NewOrleans has 349. Those
and other populous parishes each
have scores of polling locations.
That’s a lot of places to ensure
voting is accurate.
Calcasieu has about 800 certi-
fied commissioners, but it needs
another 150 or so. Jefferson has
about 1,500 certified commission-
ers, but they knowmany are in-
consistent; they need about 1,350
they can count on. New Orleans
has about 900 certified commis-
sioners; it needs 1,400. East Baton
Rouge Parish recently signed up
400 commissioners, and they’re
expecting 100more. They need
1,600 for election day.
Poll workers must meet specific
legal qualifications. Eachmust be
a registered voter— or, though
they can’t vote, individuals who
are 17 years old and a high school
senior. A commissioner can’t be a

registered sex offender or child
predator. And youmust like mon-
ey since this is a paid gig. Check
out the election worker flyer and
fill out an election worker applica-
tion.
Commissioners must be certi-
fied after taking a class. The
process doesn’t take that long.
There are still a few election com-
missioner sessions for those will-
ing to serve. Contact your parish
clerk of court’s office if you’d like
to help on Election Day, and reach
out to your parish registrar to
help during early voting.
There are similar requirements
to be a commissioner during
early voting, and youmust work
each day during the weeklong
early voting period.
Jean Ann Earl, Calcasieu Par-
ish’s co-director of elections,
considers election poll work
“exciting” and a good way to get
involved in the community. Jean-
nie Aubrey, Orleans’ supervisor
of elections, reminds people that
“the guy working at the poll is
your neighbor.”
It seems we call each presi-

dential election the most critical
election of our time. Regardless
of who we support for president,
we all should want fair and honest
elections. That starts with good,
fair and honest poll workers mak-
ing sure the election goes smooth-
ly. And right now—RIGHTNOW
—we needmore poll workers to
sign up and begin working when
early voting starts on Oct. 18—
and on Election Day, Nov. 5.
If you’d like to help, you’ll need

to make time to learn how to
protect all our votes. Johnson has
missed only one or two elections,
including one for a funeral. She
started because “voting is very
important to me.” After pausing,
she added, “It definitely wasn’t
the $100.”
If you decide to serve as a

commissioner, youmay love it
as much as Johnson does. You’ll
certainly be helpingmake this
election fair and honest.
As Aubry said of poll workers,

“We can’t do it without them.”

Email Will Sutton at wsutton@
theadvocate.com.
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