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Steve Bowman nailed it in October 
2022 when he declared the 800-plus-home 
Mallory Pointe residential development a 
worthy project that was ill-timed.

Bowman, speaking at a candidate 
forum before the November Town Coun-
cil election, noted 
the already-over-
whelmed intersec-
tion of Battery Park 
a n d  N i k e  r o a d s , 
then addressed more 
broadly infrastruc-
ture inadequacies for 
the housing growth 
that elected and ap-
pointed leadership 
had approved.

“Quite honestly, 
we really need to look 
at the infrastructure 
in place before we start deciding as far 
as increased development is concerned, 
to make sure we don’t overly burden the 
citizens that have been here in the Town 
of Smithfield for many, many years to the 
benefit of developers,” Bowman said.

Such common-sense leadership was 
craved by citizens, who a month later made 
Bowman the top vote-getter in the election.  

Curiously, two Smithfield planning 
commissioners recently accused this 
newspaper of misinformation, presumably 
because I frequently make the same point 
as Bowman.

Any serious discussion of infrastruc-

ture in this community has to begin with 
roads, then pivot to public schools. On 
both counts, Smithfield and northern Isle 
of Wight are simply unprepared for the 
residential growth that the ruling class has 
allowed to occur, with more on the way.

Drive any of the 
following from 7 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. or 4 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. on a week-
day and you’d never 
know you live in the 
“quaint” and “small-
town atmosphere” 
that the town and 
county crow about 
on their websites: 
Battery Park Road, 
Nike Park Road, 
Titus Creek, Route 
10 bypass,  Benns 

Church Boulevard, Carrollton Boulevard 
and Brewers Neck Boulevard. The con-
gestion refutes any assertion of adequate 
infrastructure for preserving the lifestyle 
most of us chose when deciding to live in 
Smithfield, or in the case of natives, to 
stay here.

Tom Pope, once our favorite planning 
commissioner, hasn’t been the same since 
Town Attorney Bill Riddick dressed him 
down last year for simply asking about a 
developer’s expectation of taxpayer subsi-
dies for the Grange at 10Main. Pope used 
to ask the tough, important questions, but 
no more. 

In his oddly passionate defense of the 
community’s infrastructure, he washed 
his hands of all accountability for roads, 
declaring those a VDOT responsibility.

That the town and county make deci-
sions in vacuums, rather than collabora-
tively on behalf of a northern Isle of Wight 
community that functions without geo-
graphic boundaries, is a big reason we’re 
in the predicament we’re in: unable to ab-
sorb current and pending growth without 
further damaging our proud way of life.

Planning Commissioner Charles Bryan, 
who, thankfully, has succeeded Pope as a 
voice of reason and wisdom on that body, 
understands what Pope doesn’t. Smart 
communities engage VDOT and other 
partners for solutions to their problems, 
rather than throw their hands up and say, 
“Oh, well. Not our responsibility.” 

Noting the “rapid development” that is 
“quickly creating an urban-like Mercury 
Boulevard” on Route 17 and Route 10, 
Bryan, in a recent letter to the editor of the 
Times, urged community leaders to press 
VDOT to fix a “woefully inadequate” six-
year improvement plan.

“Due to rapid development, traffic is 
growing very quickly,” he wrote. “It is quite 
reasonable to see the congestion will be-
come unmanageable in two to three years.”

Amen.
Smart leadership would have left no 

stone unturned in finding a way to direct 
traffic from the Grange onto Route 10 and 
keep it off Grace Street, the historic dis-

trict’s residential jewel, whose character 
will be destroyed by Grange-related traffic. 

“VDOT won’t allow it,” citizens were 
told over and over, town leadership un-
willing to lift a finger to convince the state 
to do precisely what it did a mile south at 
the Cypress Creek subdivision and to ask 
the developer, a very wealthy man whose 
company was the sitting governor’s largest 
donor in the 2021 election, to help fund it.

Using their same logic that roads are a 
VDOT problem, town leaders must believe 
that schools are a county problem, because 
growth that the town has approved will 
require school construction that no one 
has any idea how to pay for, much less a 
plan to achieve — another example of the 
town’s operating in a vacuum.

So to Dr. Pope, we say, respectfully but 
firmly, Steve Bowman was right in 2022 
and so are we today: This community’s 
infrastructure cannot support the rapid 
growth its leaders have permitted, assum-
ing the town and county are being honest 
about wanting to preserve the small-town 
lifestyle most of us cherish.

To Pope’s sidekick Bill Davidson, who 
wants “recourse” against this newspaper, 
do what you must. We will continue to state 
what’s obvious to everyone but the leaders 
making bad decisions. 

 
Steve Stewart is publisher of The Smith-

field Times. His email address is steve.
stewart@smithfieldtimes.com.

Again with emphasis: Infrastructure is inadequate

By Volpe Boykin
Guest columnist

Since the State of Israel is constantly 
in the news, including anti-Israel/Jewish 
protests in Virginia, I think it may be 
informative for others to know my recent 
experiences there. 

For personal reasons and after taking the 
time to learn the truth about the situation 
and also knowing that Israel has always been 
the front line against radical Islamic terror-
ism, I decided to volunteer with SAR-EL, 
the Israel Defense Force civilian volunteer 
program. I recently returned home. 

I arrived in Israel with volunteers from 
all over the world, all fantastic people, some 
Jewish and some not, many motivated by the 
Oct. 7, 2023, massacre of innocents by Hamas. 
Volunteers were put under the charge of 
young I.D.F. female soldiers and taken to 
a military base, where we were assigned, 
given uniforms with shoulder insignia that 
identified us as volunteers and put on a mil-
itary schedule with military rules and taken 
to the tent that would be our home. 

Our task was to do logistics work, freeing 
soldiers up for more important service. Vol-
unteers refurbished used emergency med-
ical kits from the battlefield and prepared 
new ones, cleaned weapons, and packaged 
food and other items that went directly to the 
battlefields in northern Israel and the Gaza 
Strip, along with any other task required. 

I served at one base near Tel Aviv, then at 
a forward supply base in the Negev Desert a 
few miles from the Gaza Strip. Never before 
have I worked harder, been hotter or felt 
like I was really accomplishing something 
important, like I did there. 

Photographs were not allowed of most 
things on base. I can say that there are 
missile shelters all over much of Israel, espe-
cially the military bases. Some were modern 
and some just concrete pipes to run into. The 
Iron Dome is an impressive-looking system 
that makes you feel fairly safe. 

Most of the missile attacks from Gaza 
have finally ceased. They continue in north-
ern Israel, with dozens of villages being 
hit by Hezbollah daily to the point of being 
uninhabitable.

I went with a survivor of the Oct. 7 mas-
sacre to the site of the Nova music festival 
and saw memorials to the murdered young 
people and signs of their deaths. He told me 
details of how he and his friends barely es-
caped. In the background a 105mm cannon 
fired into Gaza at Hamas. I found that poetic 
justice as I later walked into a missile shelter 
where three of his friends were murdered 
while begging for their lives, the blood stains 
still on the floor. 

Then I saw the 388 shot and blown-up ve-
hicles, including ambulances, of people who 
were murdered just for being Jews. I saw 
where babies were murdered and beheaded, 
rapes took place and people burned alive.

More than there is space to describe here, 
along with bringing tears to my eyes many 
times, it told me I was right to be where I 
was and in what I was doing. When I hear 
criticism of Israel, I think of what the Unit-
ed States would have done under similar 
circumstances and how we responded after 
9/11.

The situation was explained by one sol-
dier like this: If you have a neighbor who 
one day allows a terrorist to move into his 
house and this terrorist daily shoots into 
your house, how long would it be before 
you stopped caring about the neighbor and, 
because you had nowhere else to go, would 
accept the neighbor being killed if that’s 
what it took to kill the terrorist before he 
killed you?

Some may say I am wrong for helping Is-
rael, but they have not seen what I have seen 
and been where I have been. Many Israelis 
now feel alone because of the antisemitism 
they see, and even the soldiers thank you 
for helping. 

There was an incident in a store where a 
young boy asked why as an American I was 
there. I replied “to help the IDF and Israel.” 
He hugged me and said, “We love you.” 

I will be returning to SAR-EL and Israel 
in the not-so-distant future and am proud to 
help the Jewish people and the Jewish state 
survive.

field Theatre” and randomly 
inserted them throughout 
the paper. During special 
promotions, new newspaper 
subscribers would be award-
ed free theater tickets.

A couple of years after 
opening the theater, Scott 
installed an “ice fan,” a ru-
dimentary air cooling sys-
tem that circulated cool air 
through the building. He 
promoted it as “comfortably 
cool.” It would be some years 
before the new chain owners 
installed a full-fledged air 
conditioning system. They 
were so proud of it, they 
advertised “air conditioned” 
on the theater’s street front.

Scott ran ads congratu-
lating downtown businesses 
on any improvements they 
made, a practice not unusu-
al for a newspaper. But in 
this instance, the congrat-
ulations were made by the 
Smithfield Theatre and The 
Smithfield Times.

He published a front-page 
endorsement by a resident 
who enjoyed movies, and 
gave away free tickets for 
most any imaginable pro-
motion.

In the end, however, a 
small, independent theater 
just couldn’t compete in at-
tracting the best Hollywood 
could offer. 

Scott did manage to land 
a few major movies, includ-
ing “The Wizard of Oz” in 
November 1939. But for the 
most part, the Smithfield 
Theatre got second-run mov-
ies, and generally not-so-suc-
cessful ones. 

Scott tried unsuccessfully 
to obtain “Gone With The 
Wind,” and just before he 
sold the theater, he ran a 
movie ad that may have ex-
pressed a bit of frustration.

“Gone With the Wind 
is a great show, and so are 
these,” he declared at the top 
of his weekly movie listings.

Scott’s run as a movie im-
presario ended a month later 
when P&R Entertainment, 
owned by Benjamin Pitts 
and Harvey Roth, bought 
the building that housed the 
theater in April 1940 and an-
nounced plans to renovate it.

In July of that year, the 
theater reopened as the Pitts-
Roth Smithfield Theatre. 
The company, which also 
purchased the Chadwick in 
Suffolk, ran the theater for 
just under a decade.

Pitts-Roth did get to show 

“Gone With the Wind” — 
three times, in fact — mak-
ing it one of the most repeat-
ed movies shown in Smith-
field, undoubtedly thrilling 
“Lost Cause” believers.

Older, small theaters, 
even those owned by promo-
tionally savvy chains, were 
losing ground to large city 
venues and emerging “mod-
ern” theaters. Pitts-Roth 
sold the Smithfield Theatre 
in 1959 and it struggled on 
for two more years as Rich-
ardson’s Smithfield Theatre.

The curtain finally came 
down on the theater in 
March 1961 with an airing 
of “Little Shepherd of King-

dom Come.” Appropriately, 
it was a Western starring 
Jimmy Rodgers. If you look 
back through the movie 
ads during the theater’s 
run, Westerns appeared 
more frequently than any 
other genre. And surviving 
old men even today recall 
days of their youth spent 
watching cowboy idols in a 
Saturday matinee.

John Edwards is publish-
er emeritus of The Smithfield 
Times. His email address is 
j.branchedwards@gmail.
com.
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Volunteer reflects on time with Israel Defense Forces

Carrsville resident Volpe Boykin, 
shown here with his Israeli Defense 
Force boss, recently returned home 
after a couple of weeks providing 
logistical support for soldiers via the 
Israeli military’s civilian volunteer 
program.

Staff Report

An Aug. 1 public hearing 
on proposed revisions to 
a Surry County ordinance 
that would allow county 
supervisors to bring con-
cealed guns to board meet-
ings has been canceled “due 
to the required timeline for 
public notices,” according 
to a July 26 announcement 
on the county’s website.

At the start of a July 
18 work session, Board 
of Supervisors Chairman 
Robert Elliott had asked 
that the meeting’s agenda 
be amended to include a 
discussion of the gun ordi-
nance the supervisors had 
adopted on Nov. 3, 2022, 
which had prohibited the 
carrying of firearms inside 
government buildings.

Bacon’s Castle Supervi-

sor Walter Hardy, accord-
ing to Assistant County Ad-
ministrator and spokesman 
David Harrison, proposed 
an exception that would 
“allow board members 
who possess a concealed 
weapons permit to be able 
to be armed.” The draft 
language specifies the ex-
ception would apply only 
“immediately preceding, 
during and immediately 
following a meeting of the 
Board of Supervisors.”

State law mandates local 
governments hold a public 
hearing ahead of any vote 
to adopt or change an or-
dinance. The hearing is 
required to be advertised in 
a newspaper with “general 
circulation” in that locality 
for two consecutive weeks 
ahead of the scheduled date.

Hearing canceled on
plan to let Surry sups
be armed at meetings

Staff Report

S u f f o l k - b a s e d 
TowneBank report-
ed earnings of $42.86 
million or 57 cents 
per diluted share for 
the quarter that end-
ed June 30 compared 
to $41.72 million or 56 
cents per diluted share 
for the quarter that end-
ed June 30, 2023.

Excluding certain 
items affecting com-
parability, core earn-
ings (non-GAAP) were 
$42.56 million, or 57 
cents per diluted share, 
in the current quarter, 
an increase of 10.1% 
compared to $38.66 mil-
lion, or $0.52 per diluted 
share, for the quarter 
ended June 30, 2023.

TowneBank reports 
second quarter 

earnings


