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A new name, a new design, a new beginning. Same great mission.
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each summer. There was 
country ham, fried chicken, 
fresh vegetables (especially 
corn pudding and stewed to-
matoes), pickles, homemade 
rolls, potato salad and home-
made ice cream, cakes and 
pies, according to Mrs. King.

Along with the sporting 
events, the church hosted 
a food and crafts fair, fea-
turing baked goods, pickles 
and other foods entered for 
judging, as well as sewing, 
embroidery, quilts and other 
handiwork.

Merchants provided priz-
es for sporting as well as fair 
contestants. According to a 
1924 Fourth of July program 
kept by the late M. Ross Min-
ton, a Benn’s member, the 
prizes were interesting by 
today’s standards and gen-
erally quite practical. The 
Bank of Smithfield offered $2 
for the winner of the 50-year 
dash, while Elliott Motor Co. 
of Suffolk offered an inner 
tube as first place prize in 
the “High kick” competition. 
A balloon tire gauge went 

to the second-place winner. 
Cookie bakers could win a 
shirtwaist or a box of light 
bulbs. Electrification had 
come.

The “Best Plate of Bis-
cuits” winner received a 
hat from J.J. Thomas of 
Smithfield while the second 
place winner took home a 
pair of silk hose from C.S. 
Betts & Co. The best plate of 
rolls would win you a bread 
plate from R.L. Brewer & Son 
of Suffolk.

And then there were 
the jousting tournaments. 
Jousting was a popular sport 
in Virginia, harking back 
to English roots and the 
Victorian fascination with 
knights and their romanti-
cized lore. 

Jousting events were 
held in this area at least as 
late as the 1950s. Horsemen 
carrying lances with steel 
tips rode at a gallop along a 
course in which were sus-
pended small rings. The 
object was to spear as many 
of the rings as possible. As 

the tournament progressed, 
ever-smaller rings were used 
until all but one horseman 
was eliminated. He (it was 
a men’s sport back then) 
was declared the “Knight” 
for the tournament and got 
to crown a young woman of 
his selection as the event’s 
queen. The winner also car-
ried home the day’s largest 
purse — $15. 

By 1924, the church had 
raised enough money to 
make a down payment on a 
new church, the one that is 
still in use at Benn’s today. 
During that July Fourth 
picnic, church members 
and guests paused at 11 a.m. 
— right before lunch — and 
had a cornerstone laid for 
the new building. Smithfield 
Masonic Lodge No. 18 con-
ducted the solemn ceremo-
ny, just as Masons did for the 
construction of many public 
buildings during that era.

The annual events died 
out a few years after that. 
There are no known reasons 
recorded anywhere, but I 

suspect the Great Depres-
sion played a significant role 
in their demise.

Benn’s members will 
commemorate that event 
this Sunday with a special 
service and lunch afterward. 
Lunch won’t be under the 
trees, though. It will be in 
the church’s air-conditioned 
Family Life Center. 

NOTE: By way of full 
disclosure, John Edwards 
is a member of Benn’s. Mrs. 
King’s account of the July 
4 events is one of many vi-
gnettes of county history to 
be found in her book, which 
was published by the Board 
of Supervisors and remains 
available at the Isle of Wight 
County Museum.

John Edwards is publish-
er emeritus of The Smithfield 
Times. His email address is 
j.branchedwards@gmail.
com.
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Letters
sion that the project is not 
in substantial accord with 
the Surry County Compre-
hensive Plan, I believe this 
proposed project should not 
be approved by the Surry or 
the Isle of Wight boards of 
supervisors.

Dianne Cheek
Surry,

Don’t go
backward

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

During the recent pres-
idential debate, Donald 
Trump stated that “Black 
jobs” would be lost due to 
immigration. In my opin-
ion jobs were described this 
way in the late 1950s and 

1960s in our country.
It was an outrageous 

description and it foretells 
what our society will be-
come if he is elected pres-
ident. Democrats don’t de-
scribe jobs based on race 
but rather on competence, 
commitment and motiva-
tion, to name just a few. 
Historically, the Democrat-
ic Party has nominated a 
Black president twice as 
well as a Black female vice 
president.

Instead of focusing on 
the debate from the stand-
point of the fact that the 
president was slightly sick 
and probably jetlagged af-
ter traveling the world the 
previous few weeks to sup-
port peace and democracy, 
let’s focus on the fact that 
his opponent, if elected, will 
bring us back to jobs being 
based on race and the bitter 

animosity that was created 
in our country. 

Re-elect Joe Biden pres-
ident!

Joe Puglisi
Smithfield

Same goals;
different views

Editor, The Smithfield 
Times:

I wish to respond to Hel-
en Eggleston (“Trump beats 
the alternative,” June 12). 

I have a lot of respect 
toward Helen and her hus-
band, Mike. They are both 
active and well prepared 
for discussions over local, 
state and national policies. 
I think Helen and I mostly 
agree, such as with the 

Second Amendment, but 
sometimes we don’t, such 
as abortion and a woman’s 
right to choose.

From her letter to the ed-
itor, which was in response 
to what I wrote (“Trump in 
his own words,” June 5), I 
find it ironic that we have 
the same goals in mind. 
We both want a prosperous 
future for our country, our 
children and our grand-
children. 

Helen claims to not be 
voting for Trump but for 
our future. What kind of 
future do you want, “cup-
cake”? I am no fan of Joe 
Biden, but his administra-
tion did not try to over-
throw an election as Trump 
and Rudy Giuliani tried to 
do. Thus, Trump’s quote: 
“All I need is 11,780 votes” 
(in Georgia). Trump’s com-
ments fueled an insurrec-

tion. 
He also held onto classi-

fied documents and refused 
to give them back. He has 
been indicted for these 
crimes, that are yet to go 
to trial — three separate 
trials! Of course, Trump is 
now a convicted felon for 
34 counts of fraud. The jury 
and the grand juries are all 
made up of regular citizens, 
but Trump, doing what he 
does, has continually at-
tacked our judicial system. 

As Helen stated, none of 
us is perfect. That is true. 
She is also right about our 
country “going to Hades 
in a handbasket.” The Re-
publican Party is fully sup-
porting the “Big Lie,” that 
the 2020 election was stolen. 
There is no proof. 

The Big Lie has turned 
the Republican Party into 
Trump’s cult, and many 

citizens support him no 
matter what he says or 
does. What he says goes! 
Such as the bipartisan leg-
islation dealing with our 
border crisis. Trump killed 
it. He argued that he needed 
something to run on, plus 
he didn’t want Biden to get 
credit for the legislation. 

So where is the Trump 
cult on law and order? If 
elected he wants to go after 
all those who have played a 
part in his convictions and 
indictments. Seems like 
Helen wants a dictator, not 
a president. That could set 
up a highly questionable 
future for our democracy.

Hunter E. Lackey
Dendron

Even in our current world of absolutes, 
with little room allowed to ponder shades 
of gray, the following can all be simultane-
ously true:

• Joe Luter III is our community’s greatest 
benefactor and meant well with his offer of 
$6 million if the 
town matches 
it and meets 
certain condi-
tions.

•  R e q u i r -
ing skin in the 
game from oth-
ers is not un-
usual when Mr. 
Luter donates 
money.  The 
streetscaping 
that sparked 
D o w n t o w n 
Smithfield’s 
revitalization is an example of the good that 
can come from such partnerships.

• Protocol has never been much of a con-
cern for Mr. Luter. Putting a million bucks 
in the town’s bank account before the Town 
Council knew, or much less agreed to, its 
conditions is quintessential Joe Luter.

• If Joe Luter III were in his prime, dirt 
would long ago have been moving at the 
Grange at 10Main, such is the respect he has 
earned in his town.

• Joe Luter IV is not his father, doesn’t 
command near the same level of respect, and 
to date has been unwilling to do the things 
required to earn it in modern Smithfield. 
The Grange at 10Main is a Luter IV project.

• Unlike Luter III’s prior philanthropy 
in Smithfield, this $6 mil-
lion gift, if the town agrees 
to meet its first condition, 
will cause financial bene-
fit for his family. There’s 
a reason that moving the 
Smithfield Farmers Market 
to the Grange tops his list of 
conditions. It is the essential 
vehicle for taxpayer sub-
sidization of the larger de-
velopment. $2.8 million has 
already been pledged by the 
town and county, and there’s 
good reason to believe more 
will be sought.

• Luter IV has been eyeing taxpayer par-
ticipation in the Grange from the beginning, 
and he won’t give up easily.

• If the circumstances of Luter’s offering 
the town $6 million are as noble as Steve 
Bowman described, it’s hard to imagine how 
the mayor could have more badly bungled 
his handling of it.

• Bowman’s temper is getting the best of 
him. Of his two political bedfellows, he needs 
to act a lot more like Randy Pack, who is cool 

as a cucumber, and less like Bill Riddick 
during Town Council meetings.

• Bowman is on the Town Council today 
because his predecessor as mayor, Carter 
Williams, lacked the emotional intelligence 
required of the person who holds the gavel 
for a small town’s governing body. Williams 
was gruff and condescending as citizens 
began to push back against unchecked resi-
dential growth. He paid the price in the next 
election. Many citizens would like to have 
Williams back after Bowman’s tantrum in 
the June 10 Town Council meeting. 

• In a weak-mayor form of government 
like Smithfield’s, Bowman’s personally 
directing $6 million into the town’s account 
before even consulting with his Town Coun-
cil colleagues is chutzpah that is rewarded 
in law enforcement, but often punished in 
politics, where citizens, not the man with the 
badge, are ultimately in charge.

• Bowman, if indeed he was caught com-
pletely by surprise by the offer of $6 million 
while on a social visit, as he contended in his 
original email to Town Council colleagues, 
should have said: “Thank you very much, 
Mr. Luter. That’s very generous. Our town 
manager will be in touch to let you know 
what is needed in order for the Town Council 
to consider your kind offer.”

• If Bowman’s alternative, contradictory 
account — that he went to Florida for the 
purpose of seeing a man who wanted to give 

money to the town he loves — Town Council 
colleagues should be even more miffed about 
being kept in the dark for weeks.

• Those conflicting accounts will haunt 
Bowman until he is more forthcoming about 
how the whole trip went down. Many citi-
zens aren’t buying that the entire trip was 
planned without his receiving or sending 
a single email or text message to anybody, 
as the town has asserted in its Freedom of 
Information Act responses.

• Bowman, in botching the optics of the 
Luter donation, has done no favors for the 
two interim council members he and his 
colleagues handpicked to maintain their 
fleeting grip on power. Jim Collins and 
Raynard Gibbs will likely be asked, prior 
to November’s election, to vote to spend $6 
million of taxpayer money on largely cos-
metic projects during a time when the town 
has fundamental infrastructure needs and 
no way to pay for them. That vote wouldn’t 
sit well with an already restless electorate.

• Luter’s donation merits serious consid-
eration. Because of the conditions attached, 
it should not be accepted blindly. Careful 
analysis, beginning with the merits of the 
farmers market project itself, is essential.

 
Steve Stewart is publisher of The Smith-

field Times. His email address is steve.stew-
art@smithfieldtimes.com.

To accept $6M or not: a question with nuance

Staff Report

Grace Garner, a music 
major from Smithfield, has 
received the Nelson T. Huff-
man award for musical ex-
cellence from Bridgewater 

College for excelling mu-
sically and academically. 
The award is made possible 
by the children of Nelson T. 
Huffman, who was a long-
time music faculty member 
at Bridgewater. Staff Report

The following local 
students were named 
to the Dean’s List at the 
College of William & 
Mary for the spring 2024 
semester:

• Ramiyah Brown of 
Smithfield

•  Deanna Cena of 

Smithfield
• Michelle Endrusick 

of Smithfield
•  Abigail  Pope of 

Smithfield
To make the Dean’s 

List, a full-time under-
graduate student must 
take at least 12 credit 
hours and earn a 3.6 GPA 
during the semester.

Smithfield’s Grace Garner 
receives music award

Local students make 
William & Mary Dean’s List

Staff Report

Caroline Tomlin of 
Carrsville made the Dean’s 
List for the State University 

of New York for the spring 
2024 semester. To be named 
to the Dean’s List, students 
must earn at least a 3.3 GPA 
with a full course load.

Staff Report

Michelle Endrusick of 
Smithfield recently grad-
uated from the College of 

William & Mary with a 
Bachelor of science degree 
in kinesiology and health 
sciences.

Tomlin makes 
SUNY Dean’s List

Endrusick graduates 
from William & Mary

Academic 
Announcements

Staff Report

Isabelle Ingwerson of 
Smithfield, a 2024 graduate 
of Hollins University,  and 
Victoria Slick of Windsor, 

a rising sophomore, each 
made the Dean’s List at 
Hollins for the spring 2024 
semester. To make the list, 
students must earn at least 
a 3.5 GPA.

Ingwerson, Slick 
make Hollins Dean’s List


