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Suspect named in
officer-involved
shooting incident

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Archuleta Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office
(ACSO) has identified
the suspect in a Jan. 4
officer-involved shoot-
ing incident as Tyler
James Intermaggio, 37,
of Pagosa Springs.

According to the
agency, Intermaggio was booked
into the Archuleta County Deten-
tion Center on Jan. 18.

The announcement further
states, “Agency Investigators have

provided information to
the District Attorney’s Of-
fice for review and consid-
eration of charges which
may include Criminal At-
tempt 1st Degree Murder
of a Peace Officer.”

The potential charges
stem from aJan. 4 incident
that remains under inves-

Intermaggio tigation.

According to a Jan. 4
press release from the ACSO, at ap-
proximately 1:50 a.m. on Jan. 4, two
ACSO deputies responded to a call

B See Suspect A8

Water district targets
11,000 acre-foot
size for reservoir

By Derek Kutzer
Staff Writer

AtitsJan. 23 special meeting, the
San Juan Water Conservancy Dis-
trict (SJWCD) voted to formalize its
decision on the size of a proposed
reservoir northeast of town in an
area known as Dry Gulch Valley at
11,000 acre-feet.

The reservoir would be a joint
project between SJWCD and the
Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation
District (PAWSD) called the San

Juan River Headwaters Project.

In 2008, STWCD and PAWSD col-
laborated on the purchase of the
property, also known as Running
Iron Ranch, with the goal to even-
tually build a water storage facility
on the parcel ofland, which is more
than 600 acres.

The proposed reservoir would
be an “off-channel” water storage
facility being fed by a pre-existing
agricultural ditch, Park Ditch,

M See Reservoir A8

Health department advisory
committee discussed

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At its Jan. 24 work session, the
Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners (BoCC) further
discussed the formation of an advi-
sory committee for the creation of a
county health department and the
process of creating the department.

Commissioner Veronica Medina
opened the discussion by outlin-

ing certain potential next steps in
developing a health department,
including potentially forming an
internal board composed of the
county manager, county attorney,
and human resources and finance
to give direction to the volunteer
health department advisory com-
mittee.

Medina noted that this commit-

M See Health A8

Charter school board
approves staff bonuses

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

On Jan. 17, the Pagosa Peak
Open School (PPOS) Board of
Directors approved an amended
budget that includes a 6 percent
bonus for school staff and the ad-
dition of a facilities management/

custodial position.

Board treasurer Julie Simmons
and School Director Angela Reali-
Crossland presented the amended
budget during a work session prior
to that day’s regular meeting.

Inbeginning her presentation of

M See Bonuses A8
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4 Winter
fun

While last weekend’s
WinterFest
festivities didn’t include
the traditional hot air
balloon ascensions due
to weather, several
other events kept
spectators and those
involved busy. The
weekend included
Sledz on Rez, Penguin
Plunge, skijor,
Nordic skiing and
Barkus Parade
(where costumes were
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— encouraged).
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Jackson Mountain Landscape Project

Next Thursday, a public open house is planned pertaining
to the Jackson Mountain Landscape Project.

The open house is set for Feb. 2 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Ross
Aragon Community Center, 451 Hot Springs Blvd., in the South
Conference Room.

We're not too certain that room has adequate space for
people who are upset with the thought of a gravel pit on
Jackson Mountain.

This in-person open house will be an opportunity for the
public to “ask questions, look at maps and talk with the Forest
Service resource specialists about the project,” according to
anews release.

The proposed project area is located in Archuleta County,
about 5 miles northeast of Pagosa Springs and north of the San
Juan River Village subdivision, and consists of 11,703 acres.

The website for the project notes that, “With input from
partners, the public and the International Mountain Bike
Association (IMBA), the Forest Service reviewed a catalog
of trail options and selected a subset of trails that would
provide sustainable trail experiences, offering trails for a
variety of skill sets that do not exist on the Pagosa Ranger
District. This includes approximatley (sic) 40 miles of
mountain bike and mixed-use trail options offering varying
levels of difficulty.”

It also notes that an increase of mountain biking in the
project area on “non-system and user-created trails that
were not established with a careful design can lead to trail
erosion and water drainage issues as well as negative impacts
to wildlife.”

Additional parking areas, trailheads, toilets and signage are
being considered as part of the project.

Fuels reduction and other vegetation management plans,
which include tree harvests, thinning, mowing and mastica-
tion, aim to help improve forest health and help to safely
manage fires in the area. The project also aims to regenerate

aspen stands, which are currently in decline.

The majority of the complaints start when you mention
the words gravel pit.

According to the Forest Service, “Archuleta County has
expressed interest in opening a non-commercial gravel pit
in the Jackson Mountain area. This gravel pit would provide
a local source of material for use on county and Forest Ser-
vice roads. The proposed gravel pit will be analyzed in the
same Environmental Assessment as the other projects being
proposed, but a seperate (sic) decision will likely be written
for the gravel pit. Effects of a potential gravel pit will be taken
into consideration when addressing safety, recreation, and
resource protection for the Jackson Mountain landscape area.”

Nearby homeowners have written letters and started a
website in an effort to “Stop the Pit.” One of their biggest con-
cerns is that the pit is less than 2,000 feet from their homes in
San Juan River Village.

Those neighbors previously shared concerns about their
water tower and public access into their neighborhoods due
to other aspects of the project. Additional traffic on those
neighborhood streets was also a concern.

The Forest Service is currently accepting public comment
on the project, with plans to have a final decision approved
and signed by the Forest Service this fall.

We sympathize with the concerns of the property owners.

We also agree that we need a reliable source of gravel in
Archuleta County; however, this will not be a source of gravel
for the general public. Is the Jackson Mountain location our
best option?

We encourage you to attend the open house and learn more
about the proposed project. After you attend, be sure to submit
your public comment.

This is your opportunity to get involved and be heard on
all aspects of the project.

Terri Lynn Oldham House
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Taken from
The Pagosa Springs
SUN files
from Feb. 10, 1994

Local schools, Wolf
Creek Pass and
some local busi-

nesses were closed

Tuesday when a sea-
sonal snow storm
| moved into the area.
Thanks to the efforts
of town, county and
state snowplow op-
erators, the schools
and businesses
returned to normal
operations Wednes-
day morning, and
the Pass was re-
opened around 7:30

p.m. last night.

Yes. — 29 percent
No. — 64 percent
| don’t know. — 7 percent
Vote this week online:
Should the county hire
a consultant to stand up
a health department?

WWw.pagosasun.com

64%

WHADDYA THINK?

Should a gravel mine be included
in the plan for Jackson Mountain?

Poll results (153 votes) 7%
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Type Depth Moisture
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GLOBAL WARMIN'
DON'T QUIT SOON, I'M
GONNA FREEZE
TO DEATH!
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LLEGACIES

By Shari Pierce

100 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
January 26, 1923

Anew dance hall and moving picture
house combined is being built at Arboles
by McGee and Wyatt at that place.

A snowstorm, which began Wednes-
day afternoon and is still in progress,
has favored us with about fifteen inches
of new snow at this writing. We under-
stand that but little snow has fallen on
Cumbres hill and that train service will
not be interfered with.

Archuleta county with 102 miles of
state highways, will receive $3,611.87
from the state as its share of the one-cent
state gasoline tax for the year 1922.

Dr. A.J. Nossaman and son Dixie
left Tuesday for Arboles on a business
and pleasure trip, returning home last
evening.

We now have on our hands the hu-
man(?) who thinks it his duty to dispose
of the canine pets of this city by the .22
route. Result: wounded and suffering
dogs.

We received areport last evening that
22 inches of new snow had fallen on Yel-
lowjacket divide.

75 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
January 30, 1948

Ben K. Lynch, Pagosa Springs busi-
nessman, has been named chairman
of the annual Red Cross drive for funds,
to start March 1 it was announced fol-
lowing an organization meeting for the
campaign held Friday night.

It was announced that Archuleta
County’s goal this year will be $500. A
percentage of 70.4 per cent over the
quota raised in the county will remain
here for the use of the local Red Cross,
it was stated.

Mr. Lynch will organize the county
into districts, chairmen to be announced
later.

Amos Padilla, Pagosa Springs boxer,
dropped a tough decision in the Denver
Golden Gloves matches Tuesday night to
Melvin Nelson, seasoned amateur. Aftera
three-count knockdown, Padilla returned
toslugit out so furiously that when judges
gave Nelson the nod, the crowd booed.

Announcement is being made this
week through the advertising columns
of The Sun of the first showing of the
1948 Chevrolet by the Hughes Chevrolet.

50 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
January 25, 1973

Snowplowing crews on Wolf Creek
Pass were out and at it again this past
week. New snowfall totaled 16 inches
and it contained .49 inches of meltwater.
The snow—not a great amount for Wolf
Creek — posed no special problems for
the snow plow operators and roads were
maintained in excellent condition.

This storm brings the total snowfall
for January to date to 105 inches. This
compares with 38 inches for the entire
month of January last year. Total fall for
the season to date is 465 inches and this
almost guarantees that the fall this win-
ter will be in excess of 500 inches, and
may possibly get to 600 inches.

The Pagosa Sno-Goer sponsored race
meet and rally last weekend was well
attended, had exciting races, and was
acclaimed as a successful event by those
in attendance. More than 250 out of area
spectators were present and approxi-
mately 60 drivers competed in the races.
All times were fast, there were no accidents
where anyone was injured, and the race
courses were in excellent condition.

25 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
January 29, 1998

Sheriff Tom Richards announced
Monday that he is seeking re-election
to a third term. “Serving another term
will allow me to accomplish the goals
I wanted to attain when I started and
to complete the modernization of the
department,” he said.

A former trooper with the Colorado
State Patrol, Richards’ law enforcement
career started in 1956 in Silverton. Dur-
ing his 31 years as a highway patrolman,
Richards served as former Gov. John
Love’s personal bodyguard and earned
badge “No. 1” with the department.

Regarding his two terms as county
sheriff, Richards said, “Much has been
accomplished. All of the units within the
department have been vastly improved
and are operating efficiently.” He said
the sheriff department’s primary thrust
of the patrol and investigative sections
has been the detection and prevention of
major crimes within the county, includ-
ing white collar theft and fraud.
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Letters

Letters to the Editor are
printed as received and are
not edited for grammar or
punctuation, but may have
been edited for content or style.

Letters to the Editor are
opinions and information in
them has not been verified for
accuracy.

The opinions of letter writ-
ers do not necessarily represent
those of the paper.

Gravel mine:
‘Incompatible’

Dear Editor:

Imagine hiking along Jackson
Mountain Road on a beautiful
summer day hoping to enjoy the
breathtaking scenery, abundant
wildlife, and fresh mountain air.
As you take the first bend, along
comes a 25,000 pound gravel truck
barreling down the mountain - To-
tally Incompatible.

Imagine taking your family for a
summer outing on their new
mountain bikes along the newly
improved bike trails on Jackson
Mountain and you start to inhale
the crystalline silica dust from the
gravel mine right next to the trails
- Totally Incompatible.

Imagine working the late shift
and coming home to your peaceful
mountain community for a day of
rest before your next shift starts and
hearing the noise all day long from
the rock crusher that is less than
1900 feet from your home — Totally
incompatible.

Will our elected County Com-

WA Letters

The SUN welcomes letters
from readers.

Please submit to:
PO Box 9,
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

e-mail:
editor@pagosasun.com

All letters must:

be submitted electronically in a
format that can be copied and
pasted, must not be in all capitals

include the author’s actual
name, phone number and
address

be 500 words or less

be received by The SUN by noon
on Tuesday (deadline may move
up due to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per
month per letter writer.

If necessary, only one letter
pertaining to a candidate or
political issue will be printed in
each edition up to three weeks
prior to the election.

Letters quoting other people
must contain proper attribution.
There is no guarantee letters will
be published.

The SUN generally does not edit
letters, but reserves the right to
do so.

missioners and the Forest Service
do the right thing and find a more
compatible site for the desperately
needed gravel needs of the county?
Five alternative sites have been
researched and provided to our
elected officials. Alternative sites
that do not destroy a residential
mountain community and pristine
mountain trails. Will they listen?
Make sure they do —show up at the
Forest Service in-person meeting
on Feb 2, 2023, 5-7PM at the Ross
Aragon Community Center to let
your voice be heard. Go to the web-
site: https://www.stopthejackson-
mtnpit.com and sign the petition.

JW Hanks
Public health and
the county
Dear Editor:

This is in response to a front
page story in the The Sun on 1-19-
23 and a story on page A5 of that
same date. Both are about concerns
regarding reestablishing a state-
mandated new Board for the new
version of the San Juan Basin Public
Health Dept.

The Archuleta County Board of
County Commissioners were in-
strumental in ending a long stand-
ing agreement with La Plata County
to maintain this organization, with
very little, if any public support.

Now it appears that there are
very few qualified volunteers step-
ping up to serve on that board.
This is probably to be expected
after the treatment of the previous
organization and its board by the
Archuleta BOCC. The board is, by
definition, an advisory group and
the Archuleta BOCC saw it as an
adversarial relationship.

My reading of the above-men-
tioned articles in The Sun gives me
some hope that the two veterans
on the Archuleta BOCC, who are
largely responsible for this mess,
may listen to the new member of
the BOCC, Veronica Medina. She
was not part of the fiasco that
will end the SHBPH and appears
to have well-informed, good in-
tentions on recruiting the board
members needed to reestablish it.

The last thing we want is a Pub-
lic Health organization run by our
county commissioners.

Ron Hardeman

Appeal of

decision
Dear Editor:

Our appeal of the decision of the
Design Review Board to approve
the sketch of the project in the 200
block of Pagosa Street was early in
the process, because we believe it’s
important to address issues while
the project can still make adjust-
ments without having to tear up
detailed plans. LUDC 2.3.2, Appli-
cant Holds Neighborhood Meeting,
recommends having a neighbor-
hood meeting, and perhaps a
neighborhood meeting would have
helped the applicants see that there
is alot of concern about the size of
their proposed project.

We want to see the applicant’s
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“Was a great experience! The pizza was delicious
and the beer wall is so cool
-Brianna W., Google
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Easy Pickup Window Open

Order & pay online at MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
We will text you when your order is ready
Drive to our pickup window & we'll hand you your order

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs & our Veterans always receive 20% off!

'II

Stop by and try
our delicious
Mountain Puffs,
served with a
side of honey!

Also try our
Entrées » Sides
Beer & Wine

on Tap, self-
serve!

175 PAGOSA STREET « 11 AMTO 9 PM DAILY

Order On Line: MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

lots developed in line with the
vision the community laid out in
the guiding documents. It is a nice
design, and would fit well within
the requirements of other overlay
districts, but not the East Village
Overlay District. We look forward to
seeing a reworked design with the
proper set back, and a smaller mass
and scale, as laid out in Chapter 6
of the LUDC.

Kathy Keyes

STR task force:
‘Dark path ...
smokybackrooms’

Dear Editor:

The Archuleta County Vacation
Rental Task Force must be im-
mediately disbanded and its work
product to date be made public.

To say I was shocked to read the
secrecy surrounding the task force
in last week’s paper is a dramatic
understatement. Public policy
must always be made in public
light. This is why we have laws re-
quiring open meetings and open
records for public entities in this
state.

The stated purpose of this ano-
nymity is “to further open discus-
sion”, however, closed meetings
among nameless, faceless par-
ticipants is exactly the opposite of
open discussion.

I served as a Trustee and Plan-
ning Commissioner for the Town of
Erie, near Denver, for over 10 years.
We instituted numerous commit-
tees for various issues during that
time and it was never, ever even
suggested that the public wouldn’t
be invited, be kept apprised of our
progress, and even televised on our
local TV to ensure we had broad
inputand public buy-in. Archuleta
County will have none of that if
they continue down this dark path
with the current committee.

While it is possible this secret
committee is legal, it certainly is
not right, and is disrespectful to
the citizens of Archuleta County.
Regardless of the outcome of their
deliberations, no person in the
county should accept their final
work product.

Anew, public committee should
be formed consisting of people who
love vacation rentals, those who
hate them, professional property
managers, real estate profession-

als, non-resident property owners,
business owners, professional staff
from the county, and other stake-
holders. A professional mediator
should facilitate the meetings and
keep them moving forward to a
productive end. Make the meetings
ina publiclocation, allow webcam/
zoom participation and report reg-
ular progress updates to the public.
Ifyou can't take the heat of making
your opinion publicly known then
by all means sit on the sidelines,
butdon’thide behind anonymityin
the smoky backrooms of Archuleta
County - save that for the folks in
Washington DC.

Greg McCallum

‘He is happy’
Dear Editor:

In my Father’s House

Little ones absolutely adored my
dear “Bob-Bob”, their grandfather.
Hewas able to “be” like them, mak-
ingfaces, laughing, etc. During our
first big family get-together fol-
lowing his death, one of our little
4-year-old Great Grands walked
over to me and in a very straight
forward way, asked: “Where is your
husband”. What to say to one so
young? However, I was thankful
for my morning prayers in which I
ask God to please give me guidance
throughout the day and he gave
me the following answer which
seemed to be satisfactory to that
little 4-year-old:

“Darling, when we are born, God
gives us a body to live in, but after
we have lived for many, many years
as my husband did, our bodies be-
gin to wear out and can no longer
take care of us, so God sends Jesus
to take us home to live with him.
So, that is where my husband is and
he is happy.”

That little 4-year-old then an-
swered, “Oh”. It appeared that my
answer satisfied him and of course,
it was the truth.

Blessings to all.

Patty Tillerson

‘Deviation from

the codes’

Dear Editor:

I am writing in support of the
objections of Kirsten Skeehan and
Kathy Keyes of the Pagosa Baking
Company and Sarah and Robert
Nemeth, property owners on Lewis

M See Letters A4

Experience Guided

Scott Taylor
970-946-5229

Guiding since 1990.

Ice Fishing on Private Lakes
near Pagosa Springs.

bass@highcountrycharters.com
Colorado Outfitter License #2352

www.highcountrycharters.com

High Country Fishing Charters is an equal opportunity
employer and service provider operating under special
use permit on the San Juan National Forest
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Happy Hour!
25% oft

At the Bar Stools Only
Tuesday - Friday 4-5:30 pm

Make your reservation at

exploretock.com/alleyhousegrille
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The Patio | The Lounge | The Grille

Open Tuesday - Sunday 4pm - 9pm
Happy Hour Tuesday - Friday 4pm-5:30pm at the Bar Stools

(970) 264-0999 | 214 Pagosa St, Pagosa Springs | AlleyHouseGrille.com
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YOUR CHOICE

SALE

each

Assorted Feit
Electric White
Filament LED
Decorative Bulbs
4pk or Select
Intellibulbs
3005592, 3008698,
3005600, 3004019,
3002220

Light

3901204

SALE *8.99

| YOUR CHOICE _

Ace® 10/Pk. High
Energy Suet, 5 Lb.
Black Oil Sunflower
Seed or WoodLink®
=Double Suet Feeder,
. 8039381, 8914772, 8041806

YOUR CHOICE

SALE

each

Feit Electric
Smart WiFi Bulb
3/Pks. or Shop

60 watt equivalent.
Lasts 22+ years.
3004002, 3004001,

Feit Electric Smart WiFi
LED Bulb, 3914363...

vt

SALE PRICES GOO|

Terry’s ACE
IS the Place!

D JAN. 1-31

Ace® 20 Lb. Wild

Bird Food or

10 Lb. Black 0il
Sunflower Seed
81995, 8914699

$139

Bird Suet, 11.75 Oz.
80795, 80799, 8003592,
8003584, 9084351

each
SALE $1.89 each.

Hot Pepper Delight or Woodpecker
Treat Suet, 8061640, 8196255...

YOUR CHOICE

SALE

We Specia

Assorted Feit
Electric Enhance
Filament LED Globe
Bulb 3/Pks.

Sac 3911948,3912011, 3925617,
3911369, 3911914, 3911963,
3912086, 3912144, 3911906

YOUR CHOICE

$5.99

Victor®
Fast-Kill®
Refillable
Mouse Bait
Station or
Quick-Kill®
Mouse Trap
3/Pk.

7004370, 7007824
Limit 2 each at this
price.

SALE _sl

ACE REWARDS
EXCLUSIVE*

—_—
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Oroier!

GO

EGO" POWER+ 56 Volt
21" Single-Stage Snow
Thrower with Two
5 Amp Batteries
+ Includes two 5 amp
batteries and charger
+ 21" clearing width
« Throws snow up
o 40'
* Two built-in LED
headlights
7024673
21" Single-Stage Snow
Thrower with Two 7.5 Amp
Batteries, 7009696...5849.00

EGO" POWER+ 56 Volt

21" Single-Stage
Snow Thrower
* Includes two 7.5 amp
batteries and charger
« Throws snow up to 45
+ Heated hand grips
« Two built-in LED lights
7012132

56 Volt 24" Self-

Propelled Two-

Stage Snow

Thrower

+ Includes two 7.5 amp
batteries and charger

« Throws snow up to 50"

« Variable speed auger
control

+ Four built-in LED
headlights

7008474

ACE

Hardware

Shop at acehardware.com

and ship to store in 2-5 days!

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

525 Navajo Trail Drive - 731-4022
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 « Sat 8-5 « Sun 9-4
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Pagosa Springs Medical Center,
Upper San Juan Health Service District

SUN staff asked representatives of publicly funded agencies in Archuleta County to individually answer a trio of
questions relating to the goals and accomplishments of themselves and their agencies at the turn of the year.
Their answers will be printed in The SUN over the coming weeks. Answers are printed as received and are not edited.

Matt Mees, Chair of the Board of Directors of the
Upper San Juan Health Service District

What are your three
biggest accomplishments

of 2022?

In 2022, Pagosa Springs Medical
Center made several acquisitions
that will assure patients in Pagosa
Springs have access to exceptional
care now and in the future. PSMC
acquired an adjacent building and
property to allow for future expan-
sion of services, 3D mammography
equipment and a new state-of-the-
art MRI.

In 2022, the Board of Directors of
PSMC made the strategic decision
to acquire the adjacent property and building to allow PSMC to
complete the hospital campus and have space for further expansion.
The Pagosa Springs community continues to grow, so PSMC must
continue to have ways to grow its outpatient, hospital and EMS/
ambulance services.
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What are your three
biggest accomplishments

of 20227?

In 2022, Pagosa Springs Medical
Center continued to advance patient
care available to the community.
PSMC elevated its Radiology services
with the addition of 3D mammog-
raphy and a new MRI, expanded its
Orthopedic-Sports program, and
expanded an Interventional Pain
Management service line.

Through the support of gen-
erous donors in the community,
PSMC purchased 3D Mammography
equipment. The 3D Mammography technology allows doctors to ex-
amine tissue layer by layer and view fine details that may be hidden,
in traditional 2D imaging, by surrounding tissue. The availability of
this technology is a significant benefit to patients as PSMC doctors
are able to screen for breast cancer with greater accuracy. In addi-
tion, PSMC went live with its new MRI which offers some of the best
imaging available in Colorado.

PSMC’s new radiology equipment greatly enhanced the care and
services we offer at PSMC. In January 2022, PSMC started offering
radiology exams in PSMC’s new MRI. The MRI has a larger bore which
makes the imaging process more comfortable for patients and it also
accommodates larger patients. At the end of 2022, PSMC installed
new 3D mammography equipment which was funded by charitable
donors in our community. Given that one in eight women will be di-
agnosed with breast cancer in their lifetime, this 3D mammography
equipment will save lives through early detection.

What are your three top goals for 2023?
What is your action plan to meet your goals?

In 2023, PSMC has many goals including: (1) completing the oxygen
generation project that will allow PSMC to stop relying solely on bottled
oxygen for inpatient care; (2) strategically expanding services to ensure
the stability of PSMC; and (3) adjusting to continually changing condi-
tions for supplies, staffing and governmental regulations. The Board of
PSMC provides strategic direction and oversight to a terrific staff who
are dedicated to meeting goals set by the Board — all while caring for
patients in a thoughtful and efficient manner.

To meet community demand for orthopedic care, PSMC hired Dr.
David Eisenhauer to join PSMC’s orthopedic and sports medicine team.
Dr. Eisenhauer is board-certified in orthopedics with subspecialties in
hand, elbow and shoulder, including elbow and shoulder replacement.
Dr. Eisenhauer is an excellent counterpart to Dr. Bill Webb, PSMC’s
long-standing orthopedic surgeon, who continues to perform total hip
and knee replacements, as well as all aspects of general orthopedics.

PSMC’s certified nurse anesthetists obtained additional training and
certifications so that in 2022, they were able to expand interventional
pain management services for our patients. Minimally invasive pain
management helps relieve or reduce pain and can greatly improve a
patient’s quality of life.

What are your three top goals for 2023?
What is your action plan to meet your goals?

In 2023, among PSMC'’s operational goals are: (1) implementing
team-based care with our family medicine providers to improve patient
access to care and efficiency; (2) addressing healthcare staffing short-
ages; and (3) expanding our Emergency Medical Services to three-full-
time ambulances. PSMC staff work collaboratively on action plans to
achieve goals and, in addition, remain dedicated to delivering excellent
care to our community.

The Peaceful Groomer

Offers Great Rates & Superb Care for all of your
Boarding & Qaycare Needs

Dog & Cat Groomlng WaIk Ins Welcome
97 B Hopi Drive (previously Waggin® Tails) Call for appointment, 970-317- 4645

/(

\\ or visit TerraWalkFarm.com for additional information )/

I 4 NOWAVAILABLE
TEKKA WAU( Farm Shares for the

s/ fARM 2023 Growing Season!!!

= One Farm Shake = 20 Weeks
et 2022 Of Oraanically Produced Veoaies!
Contact Chris Frederics at Chris.Frederics@gmail.com

ricing is per time, not person(s)! @PM

We are a Locally Owned Batting Cages & Golf Center

5 @ Book Online or In-Person. SD NOW

Our Facility features:

Indoor batting cages - Golf simulator
Small general purpose turf areal

Event reservations will be submitted online.
Reservations will be confirmed in person.

Mon-Tues & Thurs-Fri 11am to 7pm - Sat 10am-6pm « Sun 12pm to 6pm

Closed Wednesday - stitchesanddimples@gmail.com
583 Navajo Trail Dr, Unit # D5, Pagosa Springs 81147 - (970) 585-4924
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Street, about the proposed project
at 232 Pagosa Street. While I think
it’s positive to see a business on
that property, the particular size
and design of the building is incon-
gruous in that setting. To me it ap-
pears to loom over the neighboring
buildings and has the feeling of a
structure in the Denver downtown
business corridor.

I agree with Kathy Keyes’ point
about the concern of losing com-
munity character and identity in
her letter to the editor of January
12, 2023. If the Downtown Master
Plan for The East Village (between
3rd and 1st Street) prescribes a
residential feel and traditional
residential structures in layout and
building design, I don’t see how
the proposed project meets those
criteria.

I attended the Town Council
meeting of December 15, 2022
and heard the presentation by
Robert Nemeth about the appeal.
He was very clear on his 9 points
of the Land Use Development Code
that concern the proposed proj-
ect, including Four-sided design,
Architectural style, and Building
massing and form. With a career
as an architect and engineer, I
respect his interpretation of the
Codes. Kathy Keyes’ presentation
also described the deviation from
the codes. Her discussion of those
items, such as the insufficient set-
back, were valid points to me. You
can find the Town Council agenda
packet and the meeting minutes
at: https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/Portal/MeetingInformation.
aspx?0Org=Cal&Id=905

I reiterate Kirsten Skeehan’s
question in her letter to the editor
ofJanuary 19, 2023, to the Planning
Division of the Town of Pagosa
Springs Community Development
Department in their work with the
project developers: “Will they be
negotiating from a point of weak-
ness because their recommenda-
tions were ignored previously?” She
states the important question: “Will

Town allow staff to do their job and

enforce both the letter and intent of

the land use development code?”
JoanY. Ward

Biggest

accomplishments

Dear Editor:

Seriously?

Recently, the staff of the Pagosa
Sun asked representatives of pub-
licly funded agencies of Archuleta
County, “what were your three

biggest accomplishments of 2022.”
The answers received were sup-
posedly not edited when received.
Two of the three commissioners
related standard politically correct
responses, rather like the center-
line on a highway. However, I was
utterly stunned to read two of the
three responses provided by Com-
missioner Ronnie Maez. He cited
his three biggest accomplishments
for the year 2022 as follows:

1.We established a better system
to pay our county employees a bet-

ter salary.

2. We improved insurance ben-
efits for our employees.

3. We completed paving of Clo-
man Blvd., part of North Pagosa
Blvd (finally), Cascade Avenue,
and part of County Road 982 (to be
finished this summer).

His first response was a pay
raise. His second was improved
insurance benefits for (county)
employees. For his third big ac-
complishment, he at least had the
W See Letters A5

ALL PURPOSE
STORAGE  ; m

.10 x 20 Units $125 per month
.10 x 10 Units $75 per month
.5 x 10 Units $50 per month

Coming Soon!
Climate Control Units 970-264-5958
beginning of the New Year AllPurposeStorage193@gmail.com

Located on Put Hill across from the Break Room Brewing Company

Open 9 am-Noon

Call or Email

My Change
was a Good

One in 2022.

Let Me Help You
Make One, Too!

Debble Loewen, new owner of Wolf Creek
Realty Colorado, with prior owner Eddie Ring.

1st year was a successﬁd one!!

Over $34 million in Real Estate sold.
2023 will be a year of opportunity.

Call me today for your free market analysis

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

@mﬁmfm@opwﬁm debbie@ownpagosa.com
OWNPAGOSA 448 Pagosa Street * (970) 946-3480

2016 & 2018 SPIRIT AWARD, 2019 REALTOR OF THE YEAR

Half Page Ad
Buy One, Get One FREE!

For the month of February only, purchase a 1/2 page ad
in The Pagosa Springs SUN or PREVIEW, get the second week FREE!

S
The Pagosa Springs S UN

Publishing Visitor Guides in Pagosa Springs for over 30 years
Publishing the Official Newspaper of Archuleta County since 1909

Requirements: A minimum of 2 half-page ads must run in February 2 through 23, 2023 editions.
Must be the same ad for both insertions, runs do not need to be consecutive. Business’ main office must be located in Archuleta County.
Offer not available for color ads. Limited to the first 10 advertisers.

It’s the Best Deal of the Year.
What Are You Waiting For?

Call your friendly, knowledgeable and experienced advertising
representatives to reserve your advertising space today.

970.264.2100
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Obituaries

Robert E. Dobbins

Maj. Robert Eugene Dobbins
(retired), 89, passed away Jan. 13
surrounded by his loving family at
the Palmetto
Patriot Home
in Gaffney,
S.C. Anative of
Fletcher, Okla.,
he was the son
ofthelate M.E.
and Grace L.
Dobbins. He
served his
country for 30
years in the United States Navy,
United States Army and finally
retiring from the United States
Marine Corps. He later retired as a
sergeant from the Lewisville, Texas,
Police Department. He moved to
Pagosa Springs, Colo., to build his
dream home. In later years, he had
to leave his beloved Pagosa Springs,
moving to South Carolina to live
in the Palmetto Patriot Veteran’s
Home near his son. In his younger
years, he loved fishing and camp-
ing. Robert was a true patriot and
loved his family, his country and his
Catholic faith.

Surviving are his son, Patrick
Dobbins (Catherine), of Greer, S.C.,
and daughters Deborah Swanson
(John), of Cameron, N.C., and Dyan
Sheets (Terry), of Scio, Ore.; one
brother, James Dobbins (Wanda),
of Bowling Green, Ky.; and nu-
merous grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

A graveside service with full
military honors will be held on
Monday, Jan. 30, at 1 p.m. at M]J
Dolly Copper Veterans Cemetery,
Anderson, S.C., conducted by Fa-
ther Jose Gabriel Cruz.

Memorials may be made to Pal-
metto Patriot Home, 120 Hamp-

shire Drive, Gaffney, SC 29341.

Online condolences may be
made at www.thewoodmortuary.
com.

Seve Medina

Seve Medina, 60, second son,
third child out of eight children of
Gilbert and Susie Medina, passed
into eter-
nal rest Dec.
20, 2022 at
his mother’s
home, where
he resided and
for 21 years
lived with as
protector and
knightly hero
to and of our/
his mother,
who hospice poisoned with mor-
phine and passed away Oct. 16,
2021, his/our father passingin 1991,
his/our brother Tommy in 1983 and
his/our brother, David, in 2013.

He was father to Matthew Me-
dina (Kim Knippa) and Shaneal
(Carrie Short).

In our youth, the three above-
mentioned younger brothers were
my constant charges, entreating
to be taken to the river for yet an-
other cooling dip. In appreciation
of going again, they would jump
high with comical forked leg splits,
dropping to the ground for fast
push-ups, then posing their skinny
arms into muscle poses and pre-
senting their young boy ribs (abs).

Severo apart was our definitive
jungle boy outin our homes jungle-
like bosky terrain, running around
in knee-high boots, belted canvas
dungarees and grandpa’s WPA
helmet that upon starting kinder-
garten at the school bus stop would
bellow out that he wished he were
a cow so that he didn’t have to

™ Cards of Thanks

Gustafson

What a wonderful gift I received
for my going away party at Vets for
Vets on Jan. 10. Thank you MaryJo,
my daughter, Diane, Nancy Ford
and the WHIPS ladies and Rick
with the group of veterans. There
was much laughter and memories
by all. I am looking forward to
my upcoming move to Homelake
Veteran's Assisted Living in Monte
Vista and many new experiences.
Please come visit me there.

Much love from Ron Gustafson,
Mr. Pagosa

Niece

My deepest thanks to the Pagosa
Fire Department who responded
when my carbon monoxide alarm
went off and blew the gas out of my
home. Also thanks to Robbie and
Steve Schwartz for bringing their
space heater, and to Gordon and
Don at PBS Heating for promptly
fixing the problem.

Nita Niece

& Letters
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common sense to be proud of pav-
ing sections of three roads. Based
on his first two achievements, it
would be easy to imagine he may
reside near one of the improved
highways. What a combination of
self-serving, governmentally di-
rected, unwitting responses from
someone being paid to serve the

county’s public and not their own
organization. I am not against pay
raises or insurance benefits for
employees, but where are the pri-
orities here? Think about it, fellow
Pagosa residents. He considers the
above items his three biggest ac-
complishments for the 2022 year.
Unbelievable.

Russ Widener

go to school. That if in a careless
moment of my keeping a careful
eye on him would, rolling off my
out-stretched arms, run fast back
home and there was no time to go
retrieve him. That at, and from the
1968 kindergarten buildings set
sideways to the tall brick school
building downtown, he would, ac-
cording to his teacher, Mrs. Decker,
who shortened his name to Seve,
relay his many jungle adventures
centered around a black puma-like
cat he called his “gat” — gato. Also
relaying that at school, Seve listen-
ing for the distinct sound Dad’s
behemoth red Chevy pickup truck
made, with Mom as a new driver
driving it, taking Lewis Street for
going to the post office and hearing
it, would bail out of class, sprint-
ing quickly high over the concrete
embankments out front, dashing to
the corner of Staners and catching
the truck at the stop sign, bailing in
and would get to go home.

Seve, growing into a private
tranquil man that liked to walk with
the animals, talk to the animals,
leaving behind only quiet-deso-
lation journals, his well-thumbed
brown leather New Testament un-
der his pillow, but most surprising
of all, as I in idle reflection stroked
his still-black hair, spying only now,
his white roots grow in! Hah! And
upon his dresser a taped-shut box
of lady Clairol!

I once owned a pet cockatiel. It
became suddenly sick, spontane-
ously spewing out long streams
of water. Treated with antibiotic,
he was sent home to die, the vet
saying that in the wild, male birds
even though sick, will hide their
sickness, standing stoic to the very
end, but by discovery time, it is too
late for their recovery.

Love and miss you, brother.

His son Matthew plans a service
in the spring and his ashes laid to
rest “atop the mountain.”

David Lesley
Smith

David Lesley Smith passed away
early in the morning of Jan. 15.
He was born Feb. 19, 1936, near
Pagosa Springs, Colo., to Clifford
Oren Smith and Jeannetta Mendel
Coleman. He was born in a little
house owned by the Cordova fam-
ily just past the stockyards that
were located about a mile south of
the middle of town (very near the

hill behind the
current high
school and
the radio sta-
tion). He was
the youngest
of six children.

David lived
nearly all of his
life in Pagosa,
only leaving a
few times to find work as a young
man. He worked for CDOT two
different times, the first time from
about 1961 till 1967. He and his
young family lived for a time on
Wolf Creek at Highway Camp that
is now the upper run-away ramp
for trucks that have lost their brakes
coming off the mountain. The
second time, he worked for several
years (through most of the ‘80s and
‘90s) as an extra plowing snow
on the pass. In 1967, he bought a
ready-mix plant from Milt Wiley
that was located on Snowball Road
(2nd Street) and named it Pagosa
Ready Mix. He provided concrete
for the original elementary school,
the current Forest Service build-
ing, the original Pagosa Lodge and
restaurant, the original Eaton sales
office and many other area build-
ings and homes. He sold the ready-
mix business in the early ‘70s and
worked at the sawmill before buy-
ing a backhoe. He spent the next
30-plus years running his backhoe
and other equipment. From about
2008 until 2020, you could find him
at Bob’s LP filling propane bottles
and helping the girls in the office
when he finally retired due to ongo-
ing health problems.

David married Donnie Avery on
Jan. 26, 1959. They had two chil-
dren and raised Donnie’s niece.
He was preceded in rest by his
parents, sisters Alicia and Rose,
and brother MO, his wife Donnie,
and grandson James Daniel Shrum.
Surviving him are his brother,
Richard, of Durango, Colo.; sis-
ter Esther, of Wilmington, Mass.;
daughter Debbie (Clay) Fultz, of
Pagosa Springs; son Donald, of
Pagosa Springs; and niece Carol
Redmon, of Ozark, Ark.; grand-
daughters Amber (Jed) Bailey, of
Bayfield, Colo.; Malinda (Keegan)
Burnett, of Pagosa Springs; and
Carrie Shrum, of Arkansas; and 12
great-grandchildren.

Cremation has taken place and
services are pending at a later
date.

Thank you
for supporting our
advertisers!

Advertising makes it possible for us
to bring you the latest community news.
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PSMC for Primary Care

Our Primary Care team is here
to keep you and your family well.

e Comprehensive care for patients of all ages
e Walk-In visits

e Chronic care management

* Integrated behavioral health
* On-site lab and radiology services

Call today to schedule your visit.

. Primary Care You Deserve, In the Mountains You Love
\Medlcal Center | 970.731.3700195 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org | [l y

WE’RE OPEN NOW!

i 123A North 15th Street

GUNS & AMMO (across from Momentum Fitness)

The GREATEST GIFT for your shooting enthusiast
... 2 PS Gun & Ammo Gift Card that can be bought
and used at our Pagosa store on our online store,
WWW.psgunsammo.com.

It will Always be Welcome!

Clip 'n Save 10%

*Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottlese

WINES & LIQUORS
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Ruts Driving
You Nuts?

Save money on gas and maximize your tire life with a
high-definition digital wheel alignment using the latest
technology from HawkEye™ and Pagosa Springs’ most
qualified technicians.

|

Vehicle Alignment

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not
included. May not be combined with any
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra
Automotive for details.

Offer ends 2/28/23

Oil & Filter Change

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not
included. May not be combined with any
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra
Automotive for details.

Offer ends 2/28/23

11 |
11 |
I 1 |
11 |
11 Full Service I
11 |
I 1 |
11 |

od bk

Piodra Automotive

(970)731-3335

505 Piedra Rd.
Open 8:00 - 5:30 Mon. - Fri.

Z TOWING &
4 EMERGENCY
ROADSIDE

Hour ASSISTANCE

POWER IT FORWARD
WITH LPEA’S GIVING TREE

La Plata Electric Association, Inc.

www.lpea.coop |

Donate and help your
neighbors keep the lights
on this holiday season.

Venmo us @GivingTree_LPEA
(or scan the QR code)

Call us at (970) 247-5786
Drop off your donation at

our office in Durango or
Pagosa Springs.

Donations will be accepted through
January 31st, 2023.

(970) 247-5786
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Following his being sworn in as Archuleta County sheriff, Mike Le Roux swore in Archuleta County Sheriff’'s Office employees on Jan. 10.

The Blotter

'

Items listed in The Blotter report
where an alleged incident occurred
and the nature of the incident. Read-
ers should not assume employees or
owners of a place of business or a
parking lot reported as the scene of
an event are involved as perpetrators
of the incident.

Archuleta County Sheriff’s Of-
fice

Calls for service for four weeks:
780.

Dec. 13 — Criminal mischief, Bill’s
Place.

Dec. 26 — Cruelty to animals-
aggravated, Cloman Boulevard.

Dec. 26 — Welfare check, M1,
Solomon Drive.

Dec. 26 — Second-degree assault-
aggravated assault-weapon, harass-
ment-strikes/shoves/kicks, domestic
violence, child abuse, North Dawning
Court.

Dec. 26 — Found property, Har-
man Park Drive.

Dec. 27 — Violation of restraining
order, Vista Boulevard/Navajo Trail
Drive.

Dec. 28 — Aggravated motor ve-
hicle theft, Sunset Trail.

Dec. 29 — Failed to display valid
registration, West U.S. 160.

Dec. 29 — Criminal mischief,
menacing-misdemeanor, Harman
Park Drive.

Dec. 29 — Menacing-intimidation
(inc. stalking, threats), domestic
violence, child abuse, harassment-
strikes/shoves/kicks, County Road
700.

Dec. 31 — Criminal mischief, Park
Avenue.

Dec. 31 — Aggravated motor ve-
hicle theft, driving under restraint
alcohol/drug-related offense, drove
vehicle while under the influence of
alcohol, drove vehicle when BAC .08
or more, open container in a motor
vehicle, USFS 620/West U.S. 160.

Dec. 31 — Warrant arrest, USFS
620/West U.S. 160.

Dec. 31 — Owner operated or
permitted operation of vehicle without
insurance, drove vehicle when license
suspended, expired license plates,
Pinon Causeway/West U.S. 160.

Dec. 31 — Warrant arrest, Pinon
Causeway/West U.S. 160.

Dec. 31 — Warrant arrest, Trails
Boulevard/Sam Houston Avenue.

Dec. 31 — Theft-from building,
Cloud Cap Avenue.

Jan. 1 — Harassment-strikes/
shoves/kicks, second-degree assault-
aggravated assault-weapon, criminal
mischief, Driftwood Drive.

Jan. 2 — No insurance in posses-
sion, drove vehicle when license
suspended, Talisman Drive/Fairfield
Drive.

Jan. 4 — Agency assist, George’s
Court.

Jan. 4 — Information only, County
Road 700/West View Road.

Jan. 4 — Criminal mischief, Bo-
nanza Avenue/Prospect Avenue.

Jan. 5 — Failure to comply, Har-
man Park Drive.

Jan. 5 — Information only, Silver
Circle/County Road 700.

Jan. 6 —Harassment-insults/
taunts/challenges, disorderly conduct-
petty, Dyke Boulevard.

Jan. 7 — False imprisonment,
harassment-strikes/shoves/kicks,
domestic violence, Rosebud Court.

Jan. 7 — Misdemeanor motor
vehicle theft, Park Avenue.

Jan. 7 — Information only, Colo.
151/U.S. 160.

Jan. 9 — All other thefts, Flicker
Lane.

Jan. 10 —Abandoned vehicle on
public or private property without
consent, Buttercup Drive/Meadow
Lark Drive.

Jan. 11 — Fraud by check-other
method, San Juan Street.

Jan. 11 — Agency assist, Harman
Park Drive.

Jan. 12 — Improper registration,
failed to display valid registration, no
registration-failed to obtain registra-
tion within 45 days, West U.S. 160,
Oak Drive.

Jan. 12 — Warrant arrest, East
Pagosa Street.

Jan. 13 — Information only, County
Road 335.

Jan. 14 — Warrant arrest, Butter-
cup Drive.

Jan. 14 — Abandonment of motor
vehicle, information only, East Stoll-
steimer Road/Hurt Drive.

Jan. 18 — Information only, Mead-
ows Drive.

Jan. 18 — Missing person reports,
Blue Jay Circle.

Jan. 19 — Failure to comply, failure
to comply, failure to comply, Harman
Park Drive.

Jan. 19 — Unlawful ownership of
vicious dog, vicious dog with injury,
dog at large (first offense), rabies vac-
cination required, Hope Drive.

Jan. 19 — Resisting arrest, drove
vehicle while under the influence of
alcohol, improper registration, East
Pagosa Street.

Jan. 19 — Information only,
Oakridge Drive.

Jan. 20 —Information only, Harman
Park Drive.

Jan. 20 — Third-degree criminal
trespass, U.S. 84.

Jan. 20 — Information only, Eagle
Drive.

Jan. 21 — lllegal possess or con-
sumption of ethyl alcohol, North
Pagosa Boulevard.

Jan. 22 — Driving under restraint
alcohol/drug-related offense, expired
license plates, improper registration,
owner operated or permitted operation
of vehicle without insurance, Bonanza
Avenue/Vista Boulevard.

Town of Pagosa Springs Police
Department

Calls for service for four weeks:
536.

Dec. 26 — Forgery, Country Center
Drive.

Dec. 27 — Violation of restraining
order, Pagosa Street.

Dec. 27 — Owner/custodian al-
lowed animal to run at large, Great
West Avenue.

Dec. 28 — Owner/custodian al-
lowed animal to run at large, Great
West Avenue.

Dec. 31 — Suspicious activity/
vehicle, County Road 600/U.S. 160.

Dec. 31 — Disturbance, South 10th
Street.

Jan. 1 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, East Pagosa Street.

Jan. 2 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, North 1st Street/Pagosa Street.

Jan. 2 — Shoplifting, Aspen Village
Drive.

Jan. 3 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, Eagle Drive.

Jan. 3 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, Hermosa Street.

Jan. 3 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, North 4th Street/Pagosa Street.

Jan. 3 — Fraud, U.S. 160.

Jan. 4 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, San Juan Street.

Jan. 4 — Harassment, South 6th
Street.

Jan. 4 — Criminal mischief, Her-
mosa Street.

Jan. 4 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, 14th Street.

Jan. 5 — Criminal mischief, San
Juan Street.

Jan. 5 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, Aspen Village Drive.

Jan. 5 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, North 5th street.

Jan. 6 — Criminal mischief, South
5th Street.

Jan. 7 —Animal complaint, North
5th Street.

Jan. 7 — Suspicious activity/ve-

hicle, Lewis Street.

Jan. 7 — Disturbance, East U.S.
160.

Jan. 8 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, South San Juan Alley.

Jan. 8 — Discharging firearm,
Pinon Causeway.

Jan. 8 — Animal complaint, South
6th Street.

Jan. 8 — Harassment, East
Pagosa Street.

Jan. 9 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, Pagosa Street.

Jan. 9 — Missing person, San Juan
Street.

Jan. 10 — Theft, North 7th Street.

Jan. 10 — Animal complaint, San
Juan Street.

Jan. 10 —Animal complaint, Na-
vajo Street.

Jan. 10 —Animal complaint, San
Juan Street.

Jan. 10 — Animal complaint, San
Juan Street.

Jan. 11 — Unauthorized use of
dumpster, South 8th Street.

Jan. 11 — Drove vehicle with sus-
pended driver’s license, San Juan
Street.

Jan. 11 — Suspicious activity/
vehicle, West U.S. 160.

Jan. 11 — Suspicious activity/
vehicle, San Juan Street.

Jan. 11 — Suspicious activity/
vehicle, East Pagosa Street.

Jan. 11 — Suspicious activity/
vehicle, Aspen Village Drive.

Jan. 11 — Suspicious activity/
vehicle, Lewis Street.

Jan. 12 — Threats, San Juan
Street/Pagosa Street.

Jan. 12 — Criminal mischief, shop-
liting, Aspen Village Drive.

Jan. 13 — Warrant arrest, Hillcrest
Drive.

Jan. 13 — Drove vehicle with sus-
pended driver’s license, violation of
restraining order, speeding, South 8th
Street/San Juan Street.

Jan. 14 — Warrant arrest, Eagle
Drive.

Jan. 14 — DUI, failed to display
lights when visibility less than 1,000
feet, Pagosa Street.

Jan. 14 — DUI, failure to signal,
failed to observe/disregarded traffic
control device, U.S. 160/Talisman
Drive.

Jan. 17 —Harbored vicious animal,
South 8th Street.

Jan. 19 — Careless driving, failed
to notify police of accident, left scene
without providing required information,
Pinon Causeway.

Pagosa Springs Municipal
Court: Judge Anthony D. Edwards

Jan. 9 — Elijah Castro, exceeded
safe speed for conditions, three points
off, fines, costs and fees — $156.

Jan. 9 — Ethan Chavez-Skok,
exceeded safe speed for conditions,
three points off, fine, costs and fees
— $156.

Jan. 9 — Linda Clark, careless
driving, four points off, fine, costs and
fees — $202.

Jan. 9 — Ethan Gatske, careless
driving, left scene without providing
information after striking unattended
vehicle, failed to report accident to
police, 28 points off, fines, costs and
fees — $467.

Jan. 9 — Mike Ray, unsafe back-
ing, two points off, fines, costs and
fees — $72.

Archuleta County Court: Judge
Justin P. Fay

Jan. 4 — Jeri J. Tallbrother, obedi-
ence to official traffic control device,
fines and costs — $170.

Jan. 4 — Gregory Len Martin,
driver’s license-driving without, regis-
tration-unregistered vehicle, fines and
costs — $207.50.

Jan. 4 — William David Grant,
speeding 5-9 over, fines and costs
— $160.

Jan. 4 — Jeremy J. Dunn, speed-

ing 10-19 over, fines and costs —
$225.

Jan. 4 — David Eugene Chavez,
speeding 10-19 over, fines and costs
— $225.

Jan. 4 — Joshua C. Hill, wildlife-
illegal possession of exotic, fines and
costs — $385.50.

Jan. 4 — David Tsosie, marijuana-
under 21-possession/consumption,
fines and costs — $26.

Jan. 4 — Elizabeth Dawn Bishop,
dog at large, fines and costs — $536.

Jan. 4 — Russell Alan Zehr, wild-
life-violation of rule/reg, fines and costs
— $221.50.

Jan. 4 — Tracy L. Burgett-Widger,
speeding 10-19 over limit, fines and
costs — $198.50.

Jan. 10 — Kaleb Everett Potter,
alcohol-open container/drink in ve-
hicle, fines and costs — $105.50.

Jan. 12 — Robert John Lynn llI,
harassment-insults/taunts/challenges,
12 months probation, fines and costs
— $892.50.

Jan. 18 — Carlos F. Cardenas,
alcohol-under 21-possession/con-
sumption, fines and costs — $71.

Jan. 18 — Chelsea Eleina Serrano,
speeding 20-24 over, fines and costs
— $290.

Jan. 18 — Kenneth Ray Ozee Jr.,
speeding 10-19 over, fines and costs
— $225.

Jan. 18 — Linsey R. Mongragon,
license plates-expired, fines and costs
— $124.50.

Jan. 18 —Dwayne Duenas, speed-
ing 1-4 over, fines and costs — $120.

Jan. 18 — David M. Dipietro, fail
obey traffic control device, fines and
costs — $172.50.

Jan. 18 — Lacey Dillingham,
speeding 10-19 over, fines and costs
— $225.

Jan. 18 —Andrew Denny, driver’s
license-driving without, tail lamp viola-
tion, fines and costs — $129.50.

Jan. 18 — Krema T. Benally,
speeding 10-19 over limit, fines and
costs — $210.50.

Jan. 18 — Austin Drake, speeding
20-24 over limit, fines and costs —
$321.50.

Jan. 18 — Elizabeth Y. Walsh,
improper mountain driving, fines and
costs — $149.50.

Jan. 18 — Dorothy J. Webster,
speeding 10-19 over limit, fines and
costs — $198.50.

Jan. 18 — Leeanna Lynette Fr-
esquez, speeding 1-4 over, fines and
costs — $85.

Jan. 20 — Dylan Sanchez, disor-
derly conduct-unreasonable noise, 10
days jail, fines and costs — $61.

6th Judicial District Court: Judge
Justin P. Fay

No report.

6th Judicial District Court: Judge
Jeffrey R. Wilson

Jan. 4 — Jonathan Martin Mon-
toya, driving under the influence, 90
days jail, two years probation, 56
hours community service, fines and
costs — $2,669.50.
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Main Street Advisory Board holds first public meeting
since gaining candidate status, discusses bylaws

By Derek Kutzer
Staff Writer

On Jan. 12, the Pagosa Springs
Main Street Advisory Board held its
first public meeting since becom-
ing an official candidate member of
the Colorado Main Street Program.

Being an official member will
unlock available resources, such
as mini-grants and scholarships,
according to the program’s coordi-
nator Kathleen McFadden.

The town program will also need
to build a website and come up
with an official name and logo to
help market the program, accord-
ing to McFadden.

At the meeting, one of the agen-
da items was for the board to ham-
mer out the details of its governing
bylaws.

McFadden presented a “rough
draft” to the board for its consid-
eration and, hereafter, the meeting
turned to the board’s collective
editing of the bylaws document.

McFadden will make the board’s
suggested changes before the
board’s next meeting, where it will
vote on whether or not to adopt the
finalized bylaws.

Article 2, Section 1 of the draft
document lays out the main pur-
poses of the town program. It in-
cludes four items in its statements
of purpose:

* To improve and revitalize the
physical and economic condition
of Pagosa Springs’ downtown area.

To disseminate information on
and promote interest in the preser-
vation, history, culture, architec-
ture and public use of the down-
town area.

* To hold meetings, seminars
and other activities that foster the
preservation of the downtown area,
enhancing the understanding and
appreciation of its history, culture
and architecture.

e To collaborate and partner
with other entities that are engaged
in similar purposes.

However, board president Rick
Holter suggested that this section
needed more “spark.”

His fellow board members ex-
pressed agreement, ultimately
deciding to add a broader mission

statement with a more energetic
vision as a fifth point of purpose
under this section.

Moving forward, several of the
board members noted that the
program, as an entity spearheaded
as an appendage of the Pagosa
Springs Town Council, should be
clearer about this in the bylaws and
suggested adding various points in
the document to show the town’s
authority over the program. It was
indicated that sections about fund-
ing, electing board members and
even the dissolution of the program
itselfwill be edited by McFadden to
more clearly spell this out.

One issue that was still open to
the board’s discussion and input
was the question about the geo-
graphic boundary of the program.
This will ultimately be delineated in
Article 4: Program Geographic Area
of the bylaws document.

Some on the board indicated
interest in creating a broader geo-
graphic area that would include
Pagosa Street from its intersection
with U.S. 84 all the way to 14th
Street, which would include Motel
SOCO and The Sage restaurant
within its boundaries. Others want-
ed a tighter map, concentrating
on the Historic Business District,
East Village and East End, as well
as Hot Springs Boulevard up to
The Springs Resort, the so-called
downtown core.

While the boundary question
was not determined at the meeting,
it was stressed by McFadden that,
whatever the board decides, it does
not have to be the final word on a
boundary.

For example, she explained that
the statewide program allows local
programs to add districts or areas
into the program at later dates,
which leaves open the future pos-
sibility of the geographic expansion
of the Main Street program.

At an onboarding training ses-
sion attended by McFadden on
Jan. 4, she explained that the state
program representatives suggested
starting smaller so that the town
can concentrate on its strengths
and “not spread itself too thin.”

However, once the program gets
up and running and proves suc-

cessful, it can always add areas to
its map later on, she said.

It's much easier to add than to
subtract from the program, accord-
ing to McFadden.

Whatever the boundary line the
board chooses, it will be working on
a 3-D map as a visual component
for the local program’s website.

Board member Rosanna Dufour
explained that she has experience
with ArcGIS StoryMaps, and board
member Cindy Schultz noted that
she can utilize software programs
that she has access to at her other
role as town planning manager to
create an interactive map showing
businesses, recreation areas and
other downtown interest points.

Another item in the governing
bylaws that the board changed at
the meeting was that the minimum
number of board members shall
be only seven members, rather
than the nine stated in the original
draft. The maximum number of
board members will remain at 11
members.

Board secretary Barbara Swin-
dlehurst also recommended add-
ing an attendance policy for par-
ticipating board members under
Article 5, Section 2. After some
discussion, it was decided that
the board could terminate a board
member for missing three consecu-
tive meetings if the absences could
be considered “unexcused.”

The last item to be discussed,
and the issue that garnered the
most debate, was the issue of con-
flicts of interest, Article 13 of the
bylaws.

The rough draft of the bylaws
states: “All Board members shall
disclose at all times any and all
conflicts of interest. If any Board
member has a material financial
interest in, is employed by, or has a
close family member in a position
of power over an entity associated
with any formal agreement be-
ing discussed or voted upon, that
Board member shall notice such
conflict of interest to the Board and
recuse themselves from all discus-
sions and votes.”

However, since the majority of
the board comes from the business
community, some worried that

Fire district asks for help
clearing snow around hydrants

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The third year of the Pagosa Fire
Protection District’s Adopt a Fire
Hydrant program is ongoing, ac-
cording to Fire Chief Randy Larson.

Accordingto Larson, the program
asksresidents to shovel a 3-foot circle
around a fire hydrant in their area
and a path to the road to assist the
district in keeping hydrants acces-
sible in case of structure fires.

Participants can then take a pic-
ture of the hydrant and postit on the
Pagosa Fire Facebook page or email
it to pio@pagosafire.com.

Larson explained that residents
are unlikely to damage a hydrant
when using a snow shovel but
should be careful if using a snow-

blower near a hydrant as it could
both damage the hydrant and
snowblower.

He added that most hydrants in
the area include a flag attachment
to increase their visibility in deep
snow and that, if the flag attachment
is missing, a resident can notify the
district so it can replace the flag.

Larson noted that there are more
than 2,000 hydrants in the area and
“There’s no way in the world we can
go out and clear all of them. ... We've
got a four-person crew on every day;,
... so it’s kind of hard to keep up with
them.”

He added that the PFPD’s vehicles
carry approximately 1,000 gallons
of water, which lasts less than five
minutes in a structure fire.

Larson commented that if the

department has to spend 10 minutes
digging out a hydrant, “we’re way
behind the curve.”

Larson explained that hydrants
covered by snow can have water get
into their caps during the freeze-
thaw cycle, making them difficult
to open.

“That’s kind of our goal is to just
get as many hydrants available as
we can and where we can find them
and ... just for the community to
take a little pride and responsibility
in protecting themselves and their
neighbors from a catastrophic fire,”
Larson stated.

The chief indicated that the de-
partment has already received “10 or
12” submissions from the program
this year.

Jjosh@pagosasun.com

Conservation program available for landowners

By Cynthia Purcell
San Juan Conservation District

Are you interested in imple-
menting a conservation practice on
your property, but need help with
the cost? The San Juan Conserva-
tion District (SJCD) will be award-
ing grants to pay for 50 percent of
your project, up to $4,000.

The SJCD is proud to offer a
program started 17 years ago,
Conservation Helping Hand, to
assist landowners with property

in Archuleta County and parts of
Hinsdale and Mineral counties.
Conservation practices to pro-
mote more efficient irrigation
systems, the use of planned graz-
ing systems and healthy for-
est restoration that will benefit
both livestock and wildlife will
be considered. The SJCD is col-
laborating with the Upper San
Juan Watershed Enhancement
Partnership (WEP) to inventory
all agricultural water use within
the Upper San Juan Watershed,

Blanco and Navajo basins. This
is a community-driven process
to understand local water supply
needs and information gaps. As a
result of this inventory, landown-
ers within the project areas will
be given higher priority to receive
funding to implement irrigation
system improvements.

The SJCD will be accepting ap-
plications until May 5. Applications
will be reviewed by the elected
board members and prioritized
W See Conservation A9
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this could become cumbersome to
constantly navigate.

Holter suggested that if a board
member must recuse themselves
from a particular discussion when
there’s a potential conflict of inter-
est, the board may miss out on
valuable information about that
particular topic.

“I think the fear is, though, that
if you have a powerful passionate
board member who is arguing for
something, then that can be seen as
undue influence before the vote is
taken, even if they leave when the
vote is taken,” board member Jeff
Posey said.

Holter suggested, “What if we
said, recused themselves from ‘all
decision making,’” instead of the
draft language of “all discussion
and votes?’”

Posey agreed.

But, Posey also said, “There’s
another way to handle it, and that’s
ad hoc,” which means “to disclose
your conflict of interest” to the
board “and then we vote on it.”

He said, “We can say, OK, I think
you can participate in this without
causing any problems, so we'll let
you stay in by a majority vote, or a
majority vote that says” the board is
uncomfortable with this particular
member participating. “[T]hat’s
one way to handle it, ad hoc.”

Dufour said, “It’s hard, because
you're dealing with a small town.
A lot of people are going to be
involved and have an interest in a
lot of different things, you know.
There’s only so many people to hire
to do certain things.”

Agreeing, Posey said, “It’s a
tough thing. I don’t know. Anybody
have any thoughts?”

Dufour recommended that the
board look into some other Main
Street programs in the state to see
what they have done on this issue.

McFadden noted that she will
bring some examples of this to the
next meeting.

“I will do some investigating,”
she said.

The next public meeting will be
held from 4 to 6 p.m. in the Pagosa
Springs Visitor Center conference
room.

derek@pagosasun.com
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Health

H Continued from front

tee would likely need guidance and
that, in her understanding, such
guidance is typically not directly
provided by the commissioners.

She added that a county staff
member applied to serve on the
transitional committee, which she
supported, and that creating this
internal board should be done be-
fore interviewing and seating the
advisory board.

Commissioner Ronnie Maez
stated that he would like to start
with a small committee of people
with health and finance knowledge
who could then use their expertise
to select additional committee
members to assist in the process
of creating the department.

Medina asked how many people
should be on the advisory com-
mittee.

Maez proposed that the board
should contain seven to nine
members with a focus on includ-
ing medical experts to ensure that
the board can assess the resources
available and give direction to the
county so that the county can “end
up in a reasonable, sane place.”

Commissioner Warren Brown

Reservoir

W Continued from front
stemming from the San Juan River.

According to the district’s stra-
tegic plan, “In 2004, the District
and PAWSD applied for a junior
water right for a larger reservoir
in Dry Gulch, a refill right, and
specific filling sources and rates
for it. Trout Unlimited opposed
those claims, leading to protracted
litigation and new standards from
the Colorado Supreme Court for
evaluating conditional water rights
owned by municipal providers.
The District, PAWSD, and Trout
Unlimited eventually stipulated to
a decree providing for a maximum
storage capacity of 11,000 acre-feet
for Dry Gulch Reservoir and other
limitations on its use.”

More recently, SSWCD sought
more accurate information on
projections for future water needs,
hiring the Lakewood-based water
consultant company Wilson Water
Group to conduct the analysis.

The resulting study was a 24-
page “analysis of current and future
water supply and demand through
2050 in the Upper San Juan River
basin.”

The goal of the analysis “was to
document current and future de-
mands for water from municipal,
agricultural, and environmental
and recreational users and to
propose potential solutions for
meeting any potential shortages
in water supply,” according to the
study.

Some in the community have
expressed concern about the ac-

expressed support for Medina’s
concept of an internal board and
raised concerns about who would
be doing the work on researching
“facts, figures, programs” con-
nected to the health department’s
formation.

Brown then reiterated his pro-
posal made at a previous work
session that the county hire a
consultant who could present
information on the department to
the committee, which could then
make decisions on the direction of
the department.

Brown noted that neither he nor
the transitional team would know
how to build a health department
and that he would like to involve
someone who does know how,
adding, “This is a situation that we
cannot fail. It's not optional.”

Medina highlighted that the
consultant hired by La Plata County
is willing to share information with
Archuleta County and would likely
be willing to present their findings.

She added that she had also
spoken with the Adams County
Health Department, who had given
her additional information, and
that much of the work at present

curacy of the Wilson Water study;,
but the latest plans for the reservoir
are based on both this study and
the previous legal findings of the
Colorado Supreme Court, accord-
ing to board member Doug Secrist.

A formal decision would need
to happen by both boards to work
toward making the project a reality.

On Jan. 23, SJWCD stepped up
to the plate and voted to officially
endorse the 11,000 acre-foot size
for the reservoir.

“One thing we thought that is
needed is a decision by the board
as to the size of the San Juan River
Headwater Project,” board presi-
dent Al Pfister said.

“We are recommending that we
go forward with a 11,000 acre-foot
reservoir,” he said, hoping to give
“an indication of what our intent
is and see how PAWSD wants to
support it, but also as part of our
messaging to the community.”

Secrist added, “It was pretty
much my impression that the
consensus on the board was that
we look at 11,000 acre-feet as the
target size for the reservoir.”

He noted the 11,000 acre-foot
size is “based in part by the Wilson
Water Group study and then also
in part by the court decision ... but
we've realized it that I don’t think
we've actually had a board motion
that made it the official statement,
so I guess that is what we're looking
at right now.”

He also said that the size of the
reservoir could still change “de-
pending on what happens in the

would involve the commissioners
reaching out and gathering the
information available to assist the
internal committee.

“The information’s there and it’s
being willingly given to us,” Medina
stated. “So, I don’t think we need to
have that cost or expense to hire the
same consultant that they're will-
ing to give us this information. We
justneed to do something already.”

Brown commented one of the
barriers between La Plata County
and Archuleta County in terms
of public health is a desire for
county-specific services, and he
questioned whether it would be
possible to translate information
from La Plata County to create
a health department tailored to
Archuleta County.

“The cost of failing is far more
than the cost of hiring the people
to make sure this succeeds in a way
that, across the board, serves our
community,” Brown added, “I just
wanna pay for it once.”

Medina commented that the
basic obligations of the health de-
partment are outlined in statutory
requirements and the department
is unlikely to have the funding

future ... but we thought it was
important that the board at least
have an agreed consensus backed
up by an official motion that 11,000
acre-feet would be the size of the
reservoir.”

“Do you want to make that mo-
tion, Doug?” Pfister asked.

“Sure, sure. I'll move that we
look at 11,000 acre-feet as the target
size for the reservoir that we are
proposing for the San Juan Head-
waters Project,” Secrist said.

This was seconded by board
member Bill Nobles, and the mo-
tion passed unanimously.

Pfister explained that he had
talked with PAWSD Manager Jus-
tin Ramsey and attended several
PAWSD meetings where he stressed
that the two boards get together in
a “joint work session.”

According to Pfister, PAWSD has
yet to officially discuss the find-
ings of the Wilson Water Group
study, but said that Ramsey will be
bringing this up at PAWSD’s Jan.
30 meeting.

Pfister noted that he will also
attend to “provide any additional
inputinto questions” and to hope-
fully set up a joint work session,
with a target date of sometime in
February.

Pfister also said that he’s going
to reach out to the Colorado Wa-
ter Conservation Board for “as far
as what staffing they might have
for pre-construction, design and
development” for the reservoir
project.

derek@pagosasun.com
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or grantwriting ability initially to
provide additional services, which
would “eliminate” the confusion
about the department’s goals.

She added that the people who
applied to serve on the advisory
committee have a good under-
standing of the county’s needs
and that a consultant would likely
“regurgitate” the information pro-
vided to La Plata County while the
county paid “full price.”

“But if we really want somebody
to hold our hand through every
step,” Medina said, “I guess we can
do that. But, I feel like a lot of the
information — and we're a pretty
smart group of people here — I
feel like we can figure it out.  don’t
feel like it’s hard with what’s gonna
be provided and what we already
have.”

Brown stated that he is con-
cerned about the structure of the
department, not the programs,
and Maez commented that the
structure would be determined by
the board of health once itis seated.

Maez added that the first step is
getting the advisory committee
seated.

He continued to note that al-
though “alot has been really done
well” with San Juan Basin Pub-
lic Health over its existence, the
county is now starting from scratch
and that selecting the committee
and directing it to stay within the
minimum requirements of state
statute is “the best direction we can
give them.”

Medina added that the BoCC
will also have to give direction on
how the board of health will be set
up and asked Brown what timeline
he would want for hiring a consul-
tant and what he would ask them

Bonuses

H Continued from front

the amended budget, Simmons
pointed out that they ended up
with a bottom line that includes
a $6,813 surplus in the amended
budget and highlighted the big-
gest changes in revenue between
the budgets.

She noted there is about a
$200,000 difference in general
fund revenue between the adopt-
ed and amended budgets, from
$1,677,334 in the adopted budget
to $1,846,662.72 in the amended
budget.

The amended budget reflects a
lower number of enrolled students,
from 133 in the adopted budget
to 128 in the amended, as well as
funding related to renovations to
the school’s building.

“In this budget, we also, we in-
cluded the $120,000 building corp
BEST match that had not been
in our budget to date. We also in-
cluded a $168,000 MOU from the
district,” Simmons said, reminding
the board of the memorandum
of understanding with Archuleta
School District (ASD) that allowed
PPOS to not pay Davis-Bacon
wages and reduce the cost of the
renovation project in exchange for
federal ESSER funds.

PPOS’s owner’s representative
for the construction project deliv-
ered news in November 2022 that
the school’s renovation, which
focused on safety and security, was
finished on time and under budget,
with an overall final forecasted
project value savings of approxi-
mately $243,000.

Another change to the budget
pointed out by Simmons onJan. 17
was to the school lunch program
funding due to a decrease in par-
ticipation after PPOS had to start
charging for lunches again.

Simmons also highlighted
changes to the school’s expenses,
which also went up and included
the bonus for staff.

“Some of those increases in-
clude a 6 percent bonus to em-
ployees,” Simmons said, remind-
ing the board of it’s discussion in
December 2022. “In order for us to
stay even a little bit competitive, we
feel it’s beneficial for us to look at
a6 percent bonus across the board
for our teachers that would turn
into ... permanent salaries in the
next budget.”

Suspect

B Continued from front

for service in Aspen Springs Unit 6
“involving a disturbance between
two male subjects.”

According to the press release,
“During the incident, one of the
male subjects deployed a firearm
and attempted to discharge the
firearm at an ACSO Deputy. The
second Deputy discharged their
duty weapon at the male subject,
neutralizing the immediate threat.”

It further notes that deputies

to do.

Brown explained that the hiring
would take place as part of forming
the internal board and he would
ask them to “tell me how to build
this.”

The commissioners then briefly
discussed the roles of the internal
board and advisory committee and
the capabilities of each, with Maez
expressing confidence in the ability
of the advisory committee to build
a health department.

County Attorney Todd Weaver
then proposed that the county
could ask the consultant to submit
a proposal on what they could do
for the county and what the costs
would be, highlighting that this
would provide something tangible
for the BoCC to consider.

Maez and Medina agreed that
they would be willing to move
forward with acquiring a proposal
from the consultant while working
on seating the committee.

County Manager Derek Wood-
man explained the countyreceived
17 applicants for the advisory com-
mittee and commented that the
county needs to define how large
the advisory committee would be
and potentially use the internal
board to vet applicants who do not
meet the minimum requirements
for the committee.

He added that Paralegal/Execu-
tive Assistant Mary Helminski had
applied to be on the advisory com-
mittee, but he would recommend
thatshe do this as an employee, not
avolunteer, and assist in coordinat-
ing between the internal board and
the volunteer advisory committee.

Woodman commented that he
feels the county needs to move
forward with interviewing and

Reali-Crossland noted at the
board’s December 2022 meeting
during a discussion about the pos-
sibility of hiring a grants or donor
manager that she hopes to present
an amended budget thatincludes a
bonus or raise for staff in January.

She pointed out that ASD ap-
proved a 6 percent raise the pre-
vious night, adding that PPOS’s
salaries were already 10-15 percent
behind the district’s and were now
20 percent behind.

She also noted the high cost of
living in the community.

Reali-Crossland suggested later
in the conversation that she would
rather have stipends for staff to
write grants for something they're
passionate about than hire some-
one because internal people are
more effective due to their buy-in
and knowledge.

Another big increase, Simmons
noted on Jan. 17, is an increase
in benefits due to the increase in
salaries.

“There’s not a significant in-
crease in any line item,” she said.

Reali-Crossland also pointed
out later in the meeting that the
school will also be hiring a full-
time facilities manager/custodian
beginning in March at a cost of
approximately $55,000 annually
plus benefits.

She noted that, offsetting that is
$20,000 in a cleaning line item that
likely won't be spent.

In discussing the pay of the new
staff member, Reali-Crossland ex-
plained that the person would be
working more contract days than
teachers and will be comparable to
aleadership team member.

Reali-Crossland noted the
school also has 60 days of cash on
hand, which is noted “is something
we did not think we would accom-
plish for another five years.”

Itwas also noted at the December
2022 meeting that the school’s rent,
which it pays to the PPOS Building
Corporation (the corporation pur-
chased the school’s building and
holds theloan), would be increasing
in 2023 by $1,600 a month.

But, in presenting the amended
budget on Jan. 17, Simmons ex-
plained that the rent will be kept
at $15,000 until the 2023-2024 fis-
cal year.

Other topics related to the bud-
get that were discussed during the

“provided lifesaving support im-
mediately after the incident until
medics arrived.”

“The incident was non-fatal,
and the suspect was transported
to hospital for treatment,” it notes.

According to the press release,
the ACSO’s Officer-Involved Shoot-
ings and Death Policy was invoked
“to ensure that the incident is in-
vestigated in a thorough, fair and
impartial manner” and the “6th
Judicial District Critical Incident

seating the advisory committee
and added that he is meeting with
La Plata County Manager Chuck
Stevens and plans to ask him about
the value of a consultant.

He stated that there are “so
many moving pieces it clouds my
mind” and noted the work would
be spread across the internal board
and the advisory committee.

Medina noted that creating the
health department will require
work from all the commissioners as
well as extensive efforts from staff.

Brown proposed that the com-
mittee should be kept small at
between five and seven members
to facilitate progress, which Maez
and Medina agreed with.

Weaver commented that La
Plata County had instructed its
transitional committee with goals
and tasks for each quarter, which
herecommended Archuleta Coun-
ty should do, and highlighted that
the county would need to begin
drafting certain new regulations by
September to have them in place by
the beginning of 2024.

Woodman added that staff will
also have to obtain the proper certi-
fications, such as for on-site waste-
water treatment system permits,
which would likely be handled by
the Planning Department.

Brown then asked if Woodman
could inform the members of the
BoCC individually on the results
of his meeting with Stevens on the
benefits of having a consultant
and “if collectively we think that’s a
value maybe be able to give you di-
rection on ... pursuing a proposal.”

Woodman and the other com-
missioners agreed this would be
feasible.

josh@pagosasun.com

work session were the possible
acquisition of an activity bus that
could also be used for route trans-
portation, that $8,000 is budgeted
to fix the school’s walk-in cooler
and the need to budget for technol-
ogy on a rotating basis.

The board unanimously ad-
opted the amended budget during
the regular meeting with no addi-
tional discussion.

In other business

In other business at the meeting,
the board:

* Approved a resolution desig-
nating the official posting place for
notices of the board’s meetings will
be the front door window located
at the entryway of PPOS, which is
located at 3133 Cornerstone Drive

Board member Lawrence Rugar
questioned the posting placing,
noting it blocks the window, but
after additional discussion related
to where the public can access and
the requirement in state statute to
designate a posting place, the reso-
lution was approved unanimously.

* Heard an update on the PPOS
Building Corp. from Simmons
following the resignation of two
members of the organization and
the announcement of an intended
resignation from another.

Simmons noted additional
members have been recruited to
serve on the Building Corp and it
is looking for another.

She also added they are looking
at creating realistic budget fore-
casts for the organization.

e Discussed a potential issue
with the current kindergarten
cutoff date (which determines if
a child is old enough to attend
kindergarten) and the upcoming
universal pre-K.

The district’s cutoff date, which
PPOS follows, is currently Sept. 15
and the cutoff date for universal
pre-K will be Oct. 1, leaving those
whose birthdays fall Sept. 16 to
Sept. 30 potentially not eligible for
either.

Board member Michelle Car-
penter noted the state Department
of Early Childhood acknowledged
the discrepancy.

* Following an executive session,
the board voted unanimously to en-
ter into negotiations on the renewal
of Reali-Crossland’s contract.

randi@pagosasun.com

Team was activated immediately to
conduct an independent criminal
investigation of the incident.”

The ACSO will also be conduct-
ing an administrative investigation
ofthe incident, the press release in-
dicates, and both deputies involved
have been placed on administra-
tive leave for the duration of the
investigation “per protocol and
Sheriff’s Office Policy and Operat-
ing Procedure.”

randi@pagosasun.com
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Maez appointed BoCC chair, commissioners
approve resolution for county reclassification

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Archuleta County Board of
County Commissioners (BoCC)
selected a new chair and vice chair,
and approved a resolution for the
reclassification of the county at its
Jan. 17 meeting.

The appointment of board lead-
ership began with County Manager
Derek Woodman explaining that
the BoCC is required to reorganize
and select a chair and a vice chair,
who serves as the chair in the ab-
sence of the chair.

Commissioner Warren Brown
stated that, as the previous vice
chair, it would be his “honor” to
represent the BoCC as the chair.

Brown, who was chairing the
meeting prior to the reorganiza-
tion, then called for a motion for
the reorganization of the BoCC.

Commissioner Ronnie Maez
motioned to appoint himself as
the chair, which was seconded by
Commissioner Veronica Medina.

The motion then passed with
Maez and Medina voting for Maez's
appointment and Brown voting
against.

Maez then called for a motion
for the appointment of a vice chair.

Medina motioned to appoint
Brown vice chair and Maez sec-
onded.

However, Brown declined the
nomination, and then Maez moved
to appoint Medina as vice chair,
which was seconded by Brown.

The motion for Medina’s ap-

Nominations open for eight local district elections

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

Nominations are open for a vari-
ety oflocal district elections, includ-
ing the Pagosa Fire Protection Dis-
trict (PFPD) and the Upper San Juan
Health Service District (USJHSD).

PFPD

The PFPD election will be held
onMay2between7a.m.and 7 p.m.
and will involve the election of two
directors for four-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance
forms are available from Designated
Election Official (DEO) Tomi Bliss
and must be filed with her by 5 p.m.
on Feb. 24.

Bliss can be reached at 165 N.
Pagosa Blvd. or by email at tbliss@
pagosafire.com.

Applications for absentee bal-
lots must be submitted to Bliss by
April 25.

Los Pinos

Fire Protection District

The Los Pinos Fire Protection
District is also holding an election
on May 2 between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.
where three directors will be elected
for four-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance
forms must be submitted to DEO
Rebecca Flinders by Feb. 24 and are
available from her.

The office of the DEO is located
at275 Browning Ave. in Ignacio and
is open between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

The DEO can be reached by
phone at (970) 563-9501.

An affidavit of intent to be a
write-in candidate forms must be
submitted to the DEO by Feb. 27,
and applications for absentee bal-
lots must be submitted by April 25.

USJHSD
The USJHSD is holding an elec-

'

pointment passed unanimously.

The BoCC also passed a resolu-
tion requesting the adjustment of
the county’s category for fixing the
salaries of county elected officials.

The resolution requests that the
county’s classification be changed
from III-B to III-A, which, as dis-
cussed at the Jan. 3 BoCC work
session, would result in county
officials having salaries 30 percent
above the baseline for Category III
counties instead of the 20 percent
above the baseline that county
elected officials currently receive
under the III-B classification.

Woodman explained that any
increase would not be effective
until the beginning of the next term
of office for each elected position.

Brown commented that he feels
it is important that the county is
“classified appropriately,” noting
that none of the current commis-
sioners would realize these salary
increases.

Maez added that the change
would also bring the other county
elected officials “up to speed” as
they had previously been “held
back” by the classification.

The board then unanimously
approved the resolution.

In a later interview, Woodman
explained that six counties, includ-
ing Archuleta County, are request-
ing reclassification and that the
requests will be passed along to the
lobbying organization Colorado
Counties Inc., which is working
with a member of the Colorado
Legislature interested in sponsor-

tion on May 2 between 7 a.m. and
7 p.m. to elect three directors for
four-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance
forms are available from and must
be submitted to DEO Heather
Thomas by Feb. 24, and affidavit
of intent to be a write-in candidate
forms must be submitted by Feb. 27.

Thomas can be reached at 95 S.
Pagosa Blvd., by phone at (970)
507-3815 and by email at DEO@
psmedicalcenter.org.

Applications for absentee ballots
must be submitted to the DEO by
April 25.

Metro districts

Fivelocal metro districts are also
holding elections on May 2 from 7
am. and 7 p.m.

Piedra Park Metropolitan
Improvement District

The Piedra Park Metropolitan
Improvement District is electing two
directors for four-year terms and
three directors for two-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance
forms must be submitted to DEO
Edna Marquez by Feb. 24, and af-
fidavit of intent to be a write-in
candidate forms must be submitted
to Marquez by Feb. 27.

Marquez can be reached at 55
Milton Lane in Arboles, by phone
at (970) 883-5445 or by email at
piedrapark@yahoo.com.

Self-nomination forms can be
acquired at 55 Milton Lane.

Applications for absentee ballots
must be submitted to the DEO by
April 25.

Aspen Springs Metro District

The Aspen Springs Metro District
is electing three directors to serve
for three-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance

forms must be submitted to the
DEO by 3 p.m. Feb. 24, and affidavit

ing a bill to reclassify the counties.
He indicated that this bill will
likely be taken up in this legislative
session and that the change would
potentially occur by summer.

BoCC board appointments

The BoCC also made appoint-
ments to a range of boards and
local organizations at the meeting.

This included appointingWood-
man to the Airport Advisory Com-
mission, Maez to the Archuleta
County Housing Authority, Medina
to Archuleta Seniors Inc., Maez to
the San Juan Area Agency on Ag-
ing and Mary Jo Coulehan as the
primary representative to Club 20
with County Attorney Todd Weaver
being the alternate.

The board further appointed
Brown to the Pagosa Springs Com-
munity Development Corporation
with Woodman as an alternate,
Maez to the Community Marijuana
Offset Impact Fund, Medina to the
Council of Governments, Maez to
Growing Water Smart with Devel-
opment Director Pamela Flowers as
an alternate, Weaver to the Region 9
Economic Development District of
Southwest Colorado with Medina
as an alternate, and Medina and
Brown acting as “co-chairs” for the
San Juan Basin Public Health Board
of Health.

In a Jan. 24 work session, Me-
dina clarified she was referring to
the board for county’s new health
department that will be formed.

Additionally, the board ap-
pointed Medina to the San Juan

of intent to be a write-in candidate
forms must be submitted by 3 p.m.
Feb. 27.

Such forms can be obtained from
the DEO or on aspenspringsmetro.
org.

The DEO may be contacted by
mail at P.O. Box 488, Pagosa
Springs, CO 81147, by phone at
(970) 731-5656 or by email at info@
aspenspringsmetro.org.

Applications for absentee ballots
must be submitted by 3 p.m. on
April. 2.

Alpha Rockridge
Metropolitan District

The Alpha Rockridge Metropoli-
tan District is electing two directors
to serve for three-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance
forms must be submitted to DEO
Gary Lansdale by Feb. 24, and af-
fidavit of intent to be a write-in
candidate forms must be submitted
to Lansdale by Feb. 27.

Self-nomination forms can be
obtained on alpharockridgeroad-
district.com.

Lansdale can be contacted by
mail at PO. Box 5637, Pagosa Springs
CO, 81147 or by phone at (505) 486-
1437.

San Juan River Village
Metropolitan District

The San Juan River Village Met-
ropolitan District is electing three
directors for four-year terms and
two directors for two-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance
forms are available from and must
be submitted to DEO Cynthia Pur-
cell by Feb. 24, and affidavit of intent
to be a write-in candidate forms
must be submitted by Feb. 27.

Purcell can be contacted by mail
at PO. Box 5551 Pagosa Springs
Colorado, 81147, by phone at (970)
946-8385 and by email at cynthia@
sanjuanrivervillage.com.

Public Meetings

The following meetings are subject
to change.

Thursday, Jan. 26

Pagosa Springs Town Council
work session. 5 p.m., Town
Hall council chambers, 451 Hot
Springs Blvd. See town website
for participation information:
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Monday, Jan. 30

Pagosa AreaWater and Sanitation
District regular board meeting.
5 p.m., administrative offices,

Conservation

B Continued from A7

based on the targeted resource
concern, environmental ben-
efits and cost of implementation.
Funded project applicants will be
notified by May 12. All projects

100 Lyn Ave. Join Zoom meeting:
www.zoom.us, meeting ID: 847
7428 6969, passcode: 886372.

Tuesday, Jan. 31

Archuleta School District Board
of Education special meeting. 5
p-m., Zoom. For information on
joining the Zoom meeting, visit
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/
asdco/Board.nsf/Public#.

Wednesday, Feb. 1

Pagosa Springs Community De-
velopment Corporation board
meeting. 5-6:30 p.m., Ross Ara-

must commence by July 1 and be
complete by Sept. 29.

Technical assistance will be
provided by Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and
all approved projects must meet

gon Community Center, 451 Hot
Springs Blvd. Join Zoom meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83
552743149?pwd=Z0RXejN]JQXo
0TKNNZmIYMOh4UHB5QT09.

Monday, Feb. 6

Pagosa Springs Community De-
velopment Corporation quar-
terly membership meeting.
8-8:30 a.m., Tennyson Event
Center, 197 Navajo Trail Drive.
Join Zoom meeting: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/857159133
022pwd=d2IDVWMI1LORBT1A4
Q2InYWhybjRtQT09.

NRCS standards and specifica-
tions.

Applications are available at the
SJCD Office: 505A County Road
600, (970) 731-3615. Please stop by
or call for more information.

THE HISTORIC PAGOSA BAR

Draft Beer $3.75 in 16 oz. frozen mugs
Well Drinks $5 « Cigar Bar
Happy Hour 5-7 « $3.25 draft « $4.50 well

Open everyday 10-2 » Historic Downtown Pagosa « 264-5798

Headwaters Forest Health Part-
nership, Colorado State University
Extension Director Robin Young to
the Southwest Basins Roundtable,
Maez to the Southwest Opioids
Response District with Woodman
as an alternate, Woodman to the
Southwest Transportation Plan- /" N\
ning Region with Maez as an al-
ternate, J.R. Ford to the Southwest
Water Conservation Board, Maez
to the Pagosa Springs Area Tourism
Board and Assessor Johanna Tully-
Elliott to the Pagosa Springs Urban
Renewal Authority.

In response to a question from
Maez noting that both Brown and
Medina had indicated interest in
serving on the Airport Advisory
Commission and questioning why
Woodman had been appointed,
Woodman explained that the Air-
port Advisory Commission bylaws

Springs Resort =
at :,t;epmg\ thesll.odge Atrium

Friday, January 27
Bob Hemenger

Saturday, January 28

Ron and Susan

required that, since the BoCC ap- Tuesday, January 31
points the members of committee, Joel Racheff

the county representative to it be

the county manager. Friday, February 3

In response to a question from
Medina, Woodman clarified that
the Colorado Workforce board
had been removed from the list
of boards due to having only met
a single time and being largely

San Juan Mountain Boys

Charcuterie Board *45
available for purchase during live music

defunct at present and that staff ==~

had been unable to immediately 323 Hot Springs Blvd. SemS——

find information on the Strategic

Priorities Expenditure Advisory 800-225-0934

Board and was not recommend- i

ing an appointment to the board kpagosahotsprlngs.com J

until further information is col-
lected.
josh@pagosasun.com

We've got w “hJ@Y@U
need f@r your
winter projects j Y]

Vermeer Brush Chippers
Snorkel Man Lifts

Applications for absentee ballots
must be submitted to the DEO by
April 25.

Loma Linda
Metropolitan District

The Loma Linda Metropolitan
District is electing three directors

for four-year terms. And, as always;
Self-nomination and acceptance . .

forms are available from DEO Mat- Dump Trailers - Skid Steers

thew Fischer and must be filed by (arpet Cleaners

Feb. 23.

Fischer can be contacted at 858
San Juan Drive, by phone at (970)
264-9335 or by email at either em-
fischer1987@gmail.com or loma-
lindmd@gmail.com.

Self-nomination forms must be
turned in at 858 San Juan Drive.

Applications for absentee ballots
may be filed with the DEO at 858
San Juan Drive between 9 a.m. and
4 p.m. until April. 25.

josh@pagosasun.com
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Sports

By Randi Pierce

SWiM

Lady Pirates take fifth at Gunnison Cowoy Invite

Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Lady Pirate swim team finished
fifth at the seven-team Gunnison
Cowboy Invite on Friday, Jan. 20.

Gunnison took first at the invite
with 492 points — 126 more than
Durango, who came in second. The
Lady Pirates ended the day with
259 points.

“I think we did well, especially
considering we only got to practice
2 times last week due to the snow
days!” coach Heather Miller wrote
in an email to The SUN.

Miller wrote that the team
worked on freestyle technique last
week prior to the meet, noting,
“for many it helped but for some
we need to do a bit more work to
lengthen out their strokes.”

A pair of Lady Pirate teams took
partin the 200-meter medley relay
at the event.

The team of Lynelle Bartz, Karis
Blackman, Emma Gantt and Ivanna
Erne finished fourth with a time of
two minutes, 9.46 seconds, earning
30 points for the team.

Miller wrote the team cut an-
other two seconds from its time
“after dropping quite a bit of time
the week before in Grand Junction.”

The team of Ariel Slead, Leah
Blackman, Evelyn Rose and Kali
Jury finished in 2:37.97, placing
them seventh and earning 12
points for the Lady Pirates.

In the 200-meter freestyle, Erne
finished seventh with a time of

2:30.33, garnering 12 points for
the team.

Baylee Rollins followed in 16th
with a time of 3:07.53, earning one
point.

Eleven Lady Pirates took part in
the 50-meter freestyle: Rose finished
eighth in 29.92 seconds to earn 11
points, Gantt finished 10th in 30:65
seconds to earn seven points, Jury
finished 22nd with a time of 32.32
seconds, Dharma Adams finished
26th in 32.72 seconds, Cadence
Pair finished 31st in 35.93 seconds,
Marlowe Hedgecock followed in
32nd in 37.96 seconds, Leah Black-
man finished 33rd in 38.34 seconds,
Gemma Slingerland finished 34th in
41.42 seconds, Bella Gutierrez fin-
ished 37th in 42.58 seconds, Slead
finished 38th in 43.54 seconds and
Charlie Gutierrez finished 39th with
a time of 44.16 seconds.

Erne finished second in the
100-meter fly, earning 17 points
for the team.

Six Pirates took part in the
100-meter free, with Bartz finishing
11th with a time of 1:08.22 to earn
six points. Karis Blackman finished
22nd with a time of 1:16.32. Pair
finished 30th in 1:22.63, followed
by Rollins in 31st with a time of
1:26.58, Slingerland in 32nd with a
time of 1:32.50 and Bella Gutierrez
in 33rd with a time of 1:40.97.

Gantt earned second in the
500-meter freestyle, garnering 17
points for the team, with a time of
7:06.98.

“Emma Gantt was one of our
standout performances, dropping

nearly 20 seconds in the 500 free,”
Miller wrote.

Three Pagosa teams took partin
the 200-meter freestyle relay.

The team of Bartz, Jury, Rose and
Erne finished fourth with a time of
1:59.74, earning 30 points.

The team of Karis Blackman,
Pair, Hedgecock and Adams fin-
ished 10th and earned 14 points
with a time of 2:18.89.

The team of Rollins, Slingerland,
Leah Blackman and Bella Gutierrez
finished 13th with a time 0f 2:44.07,
earning eight points.

Erne took seventh in the 100-me-
ter backstroke, finishing with a time
of 1:26.64 and earning 12 points.
Slead finished 11th and earned six
points with a time of 1:36.90. Charlie
Gutierrez finished 15th and earned
two points with a time of 2:08.14.

Six Lady Pirates competed in the
100-meter breaststroke, with Bartz
finishing fourth with a time of
1:22.96, which earned 15 points.

Bartzis now a few seconds away
from the state qualification time for
the event, according to Miller.

Karis Blackman finished 10th in
the event and earned seven points
with a time of 1:35.20. Leah Black-
man finished 17th in 1:35.20. Ad-
ams finished 19th with a time of
1:28.82, followed by Hedgecock
in 20th with a time of 1:40.64. Jury
finished 22nd in 1:49.22.

Two Pirate teams competed in
the 400-meter freestyle relay.

The team of Adams, Rollins, Pair
and Gantt finished fifth and earned
28 points with a time of 5:21.93.

Photo courtesy Heather Miller

Lady Pirate Emma Gantt works through the fly turn on the 200-meter medley relay at the Gunnison Cowboy
Invite on Jan. 20. The relay team took fourth in the event.

The team of Bailee Shallen-
berger, Bella Gutierrez, Charlie
Gutierrez and Slingerland finished
seventh with a time of 6:42.90,
earning 24 points.

This week, according to Miller,

BASKETBALL

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Blake Laner fights for a shot against Bayfield on Jan. 21. Laner had 23 points and 19 rebounds in the win.

No. 4 Pirates improve to 11-2 on season

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate basketball team picked up
two more wins over the last week to
improve to 11-2 on the season and
2-1 in the 3A/4A Intermountain
League (IML), which puts them
third in the league.

The team continues to be in the
top five in Colorado 4A boys’ bas-
ketball according to the Ratings
Percentage Index (RPI), sitting
fourth as of Wednesday.

The Pirates faced off against the
3A Bayfield Wolverines in a league
contest on Saturday, Jan. 21, in
Pagosa.

The Pirates held Bayfield to two
points in the game’s opening quar-
ter while scoring 18.

Each team scored 12 in the sec-
ond, giving the Pirates a 30-14 lead
at halftime.

The Wolverines cut into Pagosa’s
lead in the third by besting the Pi-
rates 15-11 to make the score 41-29
in favor of the Pirates.

Pagosa outscored Bayfield 14-13
in the fourth.

The Pirates won 55-42.

“We played well in the first quar-
ter,” coach Wes Lewis said Wednes-
day, adding, “I thought we let
up a little bit with our defensive
intensity.”

The team also suffered a loss in
the second when Aaron Aucoin
suffered an injury that took him
out of the game.

“We obviously lost Aaron Aucoin
in the second quarter, which is a big
blow to us,” he said.

He noted the team also played
good defense in the first quarter,
but wasn't great after that.

“We had some individuals who
played pretty well, but as a team I
didn’t think we were very good, and
after the first quarter,” Lewis added.

Blake Laner had a double-dou-
ble on the night, leading the team
with 23 points and 19 rebounds.
He also had five blocks and a steal.

Gunner Dozier and Kayson Sha-
han each had 10 points, with six of
Dozier’s points coming on fourth-
quarter free throws and Shahan
logging a pair of 3-pointers. Dozier
also had two assists and a steal.
Shahan also had a double-double
with 10 rebounds, as well as two
assists and a steal.

Chase Harper, Seth Aucoin and
Aaron Aucoin each had four points.
Harper also had four assists, and
Aaron Aucoin had one rebound and

the team will continue to work on
freestyle technique and work on
building speed ahead of a pair of
meets in Alamosa.

On Friday, Jan. 27, the team will
face off against the Sargent Farm-

a block prior to his injury.

Colt Lewis had one rebound,
three assists and a steal.

Nate Kinsley had one rebound.

The team made 12 of 27 at-
tempted free throws and turned
the ball over 17 times.

On Tuesday, the Pirates took on
the 3A Gunnison Cowboys.

By the end of the first, Pagosa
held a one-point lead, 16-15, and
by halftime led 34-22.

“The biggest game
on your schedule
is your next game,
so right now we've
got to worry about
and concentrate on
Cortez and what
they try to do and,
in the meantime, try
to fix some of our
problems along the
way.”

Coach Wes Lewis

The Pirates held the Cowboys to
four points in the third while scor-
ing 10 to hold a 44-26 lead heading
into the game’s final quarter.

The Cowboys bested the Pirates
19-12 in the fourth, leaving Pagosa
with a 56-45 win.

Wes Lewis indicated the team
did not correct its issues from the
previous game.

“We're not playing very well
right now, and we've got to get
some things figured out and some
things corrected,” he said.

He acknowledged some of that
stemmed from being without
Colt Lewis for several games and,
shortly after his return, losing
Aaron Aucoin.

“I'think that’s abigdeal,” he said,
adding, “I think we should still be
playing better, but that has had a
hand in it. There’s a lot of factors
that are going into it, and it’s my job
to get it figured out and get it cor-
rected and get it turned around.”

Shahan picked up 18 points, six
rebounds, an assist and a block.

Laner added 17 to the score-
board. He also had eight rebounds,
an assist, a block and four steals.

Dozier’s 14-point effort included

ers in a dual that begins at 4 p.m.
in Alamosa.

On Saturday, Jan. 28, the team
will take partin a meet with Sargent
and others. That meet is slated to
beginat 11 a.m.

four 3-pointers. Dozier also had a
rebound and six assists.

Harper had three points, a re-
bound, three assists, a block and a
pair of steals in the game.

Colt Lewis had two points, three
rebounds and two assists.

Kinsley had a rebound, three
assists, a block and two steals.

Seth Aucoin had a rebound, an
assist and a steal.

The team made nine of 15 at-
tempted free throws and turned
the ball over 12 times.

The game against Alamosa
originally scheduled for Jan. 20
was canceled due to inclement
weather and has been rescheduled
for Jan. 31.

With the rescheduled game, the
Pirates will face three league oppo-
nents over the next week.

On Friday, Jan. 27, the Pirates
will head to Cortez for a 7 p.m.
matchup with the Montezuma-
Cortez Panthers.

The Panthers are 5-6 on the
season and 1-2 in league play,
which puts them fourth in the IML.

The Panthers are the No. 26
team in the 3A RPI standings.

At 4 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 28,
the Pirates will face the Centauri
Falcons in Pagosa.

The Falcons are the No. 4 team
in the 3A RPI standings with an
11-2 overall record. They sit second
in the IML with a 3-1 league mark.

The Pirates lost to the Falcons
43-38 on Jan. 13 in La Jara.

Then, on Tuesday, the Pirates
will welcome the Mean Moose to
town.

Alamosais the No. 3 team in the
3A RPI standings and sits atop the
IML. The Mean Moose are 11-1 on
the season and 3-0 in league action.

“The biggest game on your
schedule is your next game, so right
now we've got to worry about and
concentrate on Cortez and what
they try to do and, in the meantime,
try to fix some of our problems
along the way. And, yeah, it’s rapid
fire, there’s a lot of games in a short
amount of time,” he said. “We've
just got to clean up some things and
get some fire lit under us again and
hopefully we can right the ship.”

randi@pagosasun.com

Community
news.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
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BASKETBALL

Lady Pirates plck up pair of wms sit second in league

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Lady Pirate basketball team sailed
to a 49-point win over the Bayfield
Wolverines on Saturday, Jan. 21,
and a nine-point win over the Gun-
nison Cowboys on Tuesday, Jan. 24.

With the wins, the Lady Pirates
improve to 3-10 on the season.
They sit second in the 3A/4A Inter-
mountain League (IML) with a 2-1
record and moved up to the No. 26
spot in the 4A Ratings Percentage
Index (RPI) standings.

“I think ... finally we got the
consistent part,” coach Sarah
Osborn said Tuesday. “I'm getting
seven girls in the books scoring
consistently and it’s all pretty
spread out, so that makes it tough
to guard for other teams.”

The Lady Pirates built a double-
digit lead early in the game against
Bayfield, leading 19-6 at the end
of the first quarter and 36-10 at
halftime.

The team picked up another 21
points in the third while limit-
ing Bayfield to four and held the
Wolverines scoreless in the fourth
while scoring six to round out the
63-14 victory.

“Bayfield, they should have
come out and beat them and
they've worked on a lot of things.
We've worked on our press, and
they got those steals. They got
confident to do that,” Osborn said,
addingthe Pirates rebounded really
well and didn't give the Wolverines
any second-chance shots. “And I
think our defense is just taking it up
anotch to give us more opportuni-
ties on offense.”

Chantelle Caldwell had 17 points
on the night, as well as four re-
bounds, an assist and three steals.

Elizabeth Currier tallied 15
points, four rebounds, four assists
and eight steals.

Karsyn Shahan picked up nine
points, all on 3-pointers, and had
two rebounds, four assists and
three steals.

Daveyann Snarr and Annie
O’Donnell eachlogged eight points.
Snarr also had two rebounds, three
assists and a steal. O’Donnell had
seven rebounds, a steal and a block.

Kylie Ketchum had four points,
a rebound, two assists, four steals
and two blocks.

Lexi Campbell had two points
and two rebounds. Vida Maes had
arebound and four assists. Amber
Snarr had two steals and Cassie
Brunson had a steal and a block.

The Lady Pirates made six of 12
attempted free throws. The team
turned the ball over six times.

On Tuesday, the Lady Pirates
welcomed Gunnison to town for a
nonleague matchup.

The teams were even at 8-8 each
after the first quarter.

“We came out pretty slow first
quarter,” Osborn said. “I think
that was kind of a waste of eight
minutes.”

The coach added the team didn’t
come out offensively strong or de-
fensively strong, but picked it up
after that.

Pagosa then went on to outscore
the Cowboys in the remaining three
quarters— 14-10, 14-10 and 14-13,
respectively — to log the 50-41 win.

“They played well being in foul
trouble,” Osborn said, adding the
subs did their part to keep the start-
ers on the bench without letting the
game drop any.

She also noted the team, for the
first time this season, logged transi-
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Lady Pirate Chantelle Caldwell puts up a shot in the team’s 63-14 win over Bayfield. Caldwell led the team with

17 points in the game.

tion points in the game.

“We’'ve been missing that part of
our game, for sure,” she said.

Currier scored 16 in the game,
which included a 3-pointer, and
had one rebound, five assists and
two steals.

O’Donnell picked up 10 points,
six rebounds and an assist.

Shahan had nine points, which
included a 3-pointer. She also had
four assists and four steals.

Osborn highlighted the assists
by Currier and Shahan in the game.

“As my two point guards, that’s
really good because they’re getting
their share of shots, but they’re also
now creating for their teammates,
which is huge,” she said.

Caldwell had six points and five
rebounds.

Ketchum put up five points, and
had four rebounds, two assists, two
steals and a block.

Daveyann Snarr and Brunson
each had two points. Snarr also

pulled down three rebounds.

Amber Snarr logged a steal.

Pagosa made four of eight free-
throw attempts. The team turned
the ball over 10 times.

“I'think definitely our subs are a
lot more confident now,” Osborn
said, highlighting Daveyann Snarr,
Brunson and Amber Snarr. “That
part has finally come along where
I feel comfortable subbing and the
game isn’t dropping any.”

The game against Alamosa
originally scheduled for Jan. 20
was canceled due to inclement
weather and has been rescheduled
for Jan. 31.

That means Lady Pirates will
face three league opponents over
the next week, beginning with a
Friday game in Cortez.

The Pirates will face off against
the Montezuma-Cortez Panthers at
5:30 p.m. on Friday.

The Panthers are 3-6 on the
season and 1-2 in the IML, placing

them fifth.

They are the No. 36 team in the
3A RPI standings.

On Saturday, the Lady Pirates
will welcome the Centauri Falcons
to town for an afternoon matchup
that is set to begin at 2:30 p.m.

The Falcons are the No. 5 team
in the 3A RPI standings and sit atop
the IML with a 4-0 league record
and 11-2 overall mark.

Pagosa previously fell to Cen-
tauri 40-28 in La Jara on Jan. 13.

Then, on Tuesday, the Pirates
will face the Alamosa Mean Moose,
who are seventh in the 4A RPI
standings and third in the IML
with a 9-4 overall record and 1-1
league mark.

The game is set to begin at 5:30
p-m.

Osborn indicated the team will
have few practices coming up due
to the game schedule.

“But, the nice thing is, scouting
M See Ladies A12

“From the start of disaster to moving back

into your home, We Are Committed
to the process of restoration.”

DISASTER

RESTORATION

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

ATTENTION

Pagosa Area
Artists

We are organizing a meeting
to discuss logistics for creating a
Pagosa Springs Artist Studio Tour for 2023.

If interested in participating,
please contact Mark at
mark@epsteinclayworks.com or call 214-770-3085.

Shuttle to Wolf Creek!
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
Please call 970-731-4081 24 houss prir to reserve your spot!

I} 520 One Way « *30 Round Trip* !

; *All return trips depart at 4:15 p.m. sharp.
Don't be late! We are running on a tight schedule!

Monday-Sunday from (by reservation only)

Wilderness ‘ Alpen Quality ‘ Ski & Bow

Journeys Haus Inn Rack
7:30am 7:40 am 7:50am 8:00am

Return shuttle from Wolf Creek at 4:15pm
*CUSTOM rides may be scheduled based upon AVAILABILITY

’W":" Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
970-731-4081 to reserve your ride!

puct16400  Or, book online at GoWJP.com

pagosa

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc.

DUCT CLEANING

Fire Restoration

FLOOD
MITIGATION

Disaster Mitigation

Mold Remediation

Water Extraction Structural Drying Removal
Lars Schneider BJ Jones
970-946-0238 970-749-9028

MountainMenDM.com » mail@mountainmendm.com

NATIONALLY LICENSED INSURED

Smoke and Odor

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with
punctuality.

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service
you and your family through providing quality in our
work, and being timely and efficient.

Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing
water. Water mixed with the normal environments
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump
system installations and repairs as well as moisture
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

\
ANEW PLACE
TolCALL

ME

225 Oak Place 117 Carefree Place
1 bedroom, 1 bath, 1.07 acres, deck, 3 bedroom, 2 bath, .27 acres, deck,
mountain/ valley views, cathedral vaulted ceilings, open concept,
ceiling, cul-de-sac, newly built peek-a-boo lake views
MLS 800226 « $349,000 MLS 798875 « $535,000

148 Pike Drive 367 Hollow Drive
3 bedroom, 2 bath, cabin, centrally 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2.2 acres, newly
located, mountain views, deck,  remodeled, granite counter tops, no
1 acre in town HOA, cul-de-sac, wood stove
MLS 797666 « $445,000 MLS 800141 « $373,000

44 Tee Court
3 bedroom, 2 bath, upgraded,
ranch style, cul-de-sac, .29 acres
MLS 796486 « $479,000

117 Ute Drive
1.01 acres, Aspen Springs 4, flat,
treed lot with mountain views
MLS 797349 « $39,500

54 Lisa’s Court
3 bedroom, 2 bath, views of Broken
Off Point & Dyke Valley, 1.24 acres
MLS 799359 « $299,000

Call me today to view these properties!

6‘2@ Debbie Loewen, Broker
(970) 946-3480

{V\)G'e{ O‘OR/\DQ
/i /V [ 5
/\Nw

A " — — )‘ 3‘
/mmm/n?mmfm Properties debble@ownpagosa,com
OWNPAGOSA WolfCreekCoRealty.com

448 PAGOSA STREET

2016 & 2018 SPIRIT AWARD, 2019 REALTOR OF THE YEAR
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WRESTLING

Pirates win two of three duals, bring record to 7-1

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate wrestling team won two of its
three duals this weekend, bringing
the team to a 7-1 record overall in
duals this season.

The Pirates defeated Bayfield on
Jan. 20 before being defeated by
Centauri and beating Buena Vista
onJan. 21.

The Pirates’ first dual was
against Bayfield in Bayfield on Jan.
20, which Pagosa won 57-24.

Pagosa scored 12 points in for-
feits in the 215-pound and
190-pound weight classes and won
eight of the remaining 12 matches.

Coach Dan Janowsky com-
mented that the dual had gone
“very well,” noting that Bayfield is
“always capable” of being competi-
tive and that he is pleased with how
the Pirates wrestled.

He added that he felt the team
“showed very well” in the closely
contested “swing matches” that
determined the overall outcome
of the dual.

The dual began at the 215-pound
weight class, with the first con-
tested match occurring in the
285-pound weight class, where
Antonio Quesada was pinned in
38 seconds, scoring six points for
Bayfield.

Anthony Manzanares in the
106-pound weight class then

pinned his opponent in two min-
utes, 31 seconds, scoring six points
for the Pirates.

According to Janowsky, Man-
zanares continues to improve and
develop confidence, triumphing
in a “solid win” over an opponent
he has beaten before, but where
Janowsky believed there was the
potential for an upset.

At 113 pounds, Gabe Ramirez
pinned his opponent in 2:48, scor-
ing another six points.

The coach highlighted Ramirez’s
“come-from-behind” win where he
was trailing early before making
some “good moves and good deci-
sions” to end with a pin.

He added that Ramirez is a
freshman who is slowly transition-
ing into the varsity lineup.

Michael Thomas, in the
120-pound weight class, was
pinned in 2:35, giving up six points
to Bayfield.

Colton Lucero, in the 126-pound
weight class, gained a pin in 1:31,
scoring six points.

At 132 pounds, Luke Tressler
scored six points by pinning his
opponent in 1:15.

Wyatt Hoover, in the 138-pound
weight class, was pinned in four
minutes, giving Bayfield six points.

Jacob Miller, in the 144-pound
weight class, pinned his opponent
in 1:42, scoring six points for the
Pirates.

Janowsky explained that Miller

had been defeated by his opponent
previously and had a “nice bounce
back” from the previous week’s Mel
Smith Invitational.

Chandler Mazur, in the
150-pound weight class, achieved
a pin in 2:49, scoring six points.

At 157 pounds, Derek Carter
won in a 5-2 decision, scoring three
points.

The coach stated that Carter is
“really starting to figure it out” in
terms of determining his strengths
and wrestling to them, and that he
triumphed in a “tight” match.

Harley Armijo, in the 165-pound
weight class, was pinned by his op-
ponent in 1:51, scoring six points
for Bayfield.

Heath Fulbright, in the
175-pound weight class, pinned
his opponent in 2:30, scoring six
points for Pagosa.

At the Randy and Naomi Keys
Duals event in La Jara the next day;,
the Pirates first faced — and were
defeated 39-35 by — the Centauri
Falcons.

Pagosa scored 12 points in for-
feits in the dual, in the 215-pound
and 285-pound weight classes,
while Centauri scored six points off
a forfeit in the 120-pound weight
class.

Pagosa won four of the remain-
ing 11 matches.

Janowsky noted that Centauri
hasa“good lineup” and has outper-
formed Pagosa at recent tourna-

UNIFIED BOWLING

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Two members of Pagosa Springs High School’s Unified bowling team were recently honored for their work
for the fall season. Left, Samuel Kelley was named to the all-state first team. Carson Pilgrim was named to

the second team.

Wolf Creek reports fun race results

By Shelley Raymond
Wolf Creek Ski Area

Wolf Creek Ski Area hosted its
second fun race for the season on
Sunday, Jan. 8. The modified grand
slalom course was held on Lower
Charisma with a groomed base of
fresh snow. The race brought with
it a turnout of 52 racers, with racers
traveling from as far away as Chile,
Florida and Arkansas.

The overall winner for the day
was Corbin Horrocks, of South
Fork, with the fastest time of 27.68
seconds. Dan Hultgren, of St. Pe-
tersburg, Fla., came in a very close
second with a time of 27.89. Third
place went Nolan Kay, of Pagosa
Springs, with his equally impres-
sive time of 28.12 seconds.

The ladies’ race also had an
outstanding showing, with most of

the race times coming in under 45
seconds. Lydia Mundd, of Pagosa
Springs, came in first place to finish
at 35.08 seconds. Allison Barrett, of
Lakewood, Colo., took second with
her time 0f39.00 seconds, and third
place went to Tatyana Strickland,
of Waco, Texas, with a race time
of 39.39.

Ellie White placed first in the
Girls 6-8 with a time of 44.34.

In the Girls 9-11, Lydia Mundd
placed first with a time of 35.08 and
Katelynn Fricky placed third with a
time of 49.23.

Rylan Zoden placed first in the
Boys 9-11 with a time of 30.58,
Aiden Zoden placed second with
atime of 33.84, and Jaycob Carden
placed third with a time of 37.50.

In the Boys 15-27, Isaiah Go-
odrich placed second with a time
of 37.86 and James Burke placed

third with a time of 45.79.

Nolan Kay placed first in the
Boys 18-20 with a time of 28.12.

In the Men 41-50, Matt Lewis
placed third with a time of 32.52.

Eric Bloom placed first in the
Men 61-70, with a time of 39.35.

Ladies

H Continued from A11
wise, we know what we're go-
ing into,” she said. “We’ve gotta
know that they're playing their
best against Centauri and we can
practice a lot of things coming out
against Cortez. And we still have to
come ready to play against Cortez,
butit'll be anice kind of warm up.”
She noted the upcoming games
will be tough, but good.

ments, making the Falcons “fairly
heavily favored.”

He stated that the dual came
down to one match in terms of
points, which he suggested was an
indicator that Pagosa has a “good
team.”

The dualbeganin the 120-pound
weight class and the first contested
match was in the 126-pound weight
class, where Lucero was beaten in
a6-2 decision, scoring three points
for Centauri.

Tressler pinned his opponent in
5:02, scoring six points.

The coach noted that Tressler
wrestled well at both events, al-
though heis currently experiencing
a knee problem that is limiting his
wrestling in certain ways.

Hoover was defeated in a 15-4
major decision, giving up four
points to the Falcons.

Miller was defeated in a 16-0
technical fall, scoring five points
for Centauri.

Mazur defeated his opponentin
a 15-0 technical fall, scoring five
points for Pagosa.

Carter achieved a pin in 4:46,
scoring six points for the Pirates.

Armijo was pinned in 2:40, scor-
ing six points for Centauri.

Fulbright was defeated in a 7-0
decision, scoring three points for
Centauri.

Janowsky commented that Ful-
bright is “expecting more” than
his results at the duals and will be

RECREATION NEWS

Youth
volleyball
leagues
open for
registration

By Trevor Gian
Town of Pagosa Springs
Parks and Recreation

The Recreation Department is
now accepting registrations for
9-10 and 11-12 volleyball.

The 9-10 league is instructional
only, with no formal games, on
Mondays and Wednesday at the
Ross Aragon Community Center.

The 11-12 league will have prac-
tices and games on Tuesdays and
Thursdays at the Community
Center.

Theregistration fee is $40 for the
first child and $20 for the second
child. The registration deadline is
Feb. 24.

The instructional league and the
11-12 practices will start in late
February with games for the 11-12
league starting late March and run-
ning through April.

Please call the Recreation De-
partment with any questions, (970)
264-4151, ext. 233.

You can register online at
https://www.pagosasprings.
co.gov/recreation-division or stop
by the Community Center to fill
out a form.

Gymnastics

The Recreation Department is
also looking for a gymnastics in-
structor. For more information,
call the office at (970) 264-4151,
ext. 232 or 233.

“I think between Centauri, Ala-
mosa and us, like that top of the
league is hand in hand,” she said,
noting Alamosa barely lost to
Centauri, Pagosa was close with
Centauri until the fourth quarter.

She added being home will also
make a difference against Centauri,
where the Lady Pirates are more
comfortable.

randi@pagosasun.com

Play hard, Pirates!

“working hard to make that hap-
pen.”

Connor Kelly, in the 190-pound
weight class, pinned his oppo-
nent in 1:26, scoring six points for
Pagosa.

Janowsky noted that Kelly had a
“good day” and put in his best
performance to date this season,
which he called “very, very encour-
aging.”

Manzanares was pinned in 3:59,
giving Centauri six points.

Ramirez was pinned in 52 sec-
onds, giving Centauri six more
points to conclude the dual.

Later that day, the Pirates faced
and defeated the Buena Vista De-
mons 48-31.

The Pirates scored 12 points in
forfeits in the 144-pound and
175-pound weight classes, while
the Demons scored six points with
a forfeit in the 120-pound weight
class.

Pagosa won five of the remain-
ing 11 matches.

The dual opened in the
126-pound weight class, where
Lucero was defeated in a 12-0 ma-
jor decision, scoring four points for
Buena Vista.

The coach stated that Lucero
competed against two wrestlers
with previous state placements in
the duals with Centauri and Buena
Vista.

Tressler pinned his opponent,
scoring six points for Pagosa.

Hoover was defeated in an 11-7
decision, scoring three points for
the Demons.

Mazur pinned his opponent,
while Tucker Haines, in the
157-pound weight class, was
pinned, scoring the Pirates and
Demons each six points.

Armijo and Kelly both pinned
their opponents, scoring 12 points
for the Pirates.

Chris Rafferty, in the 215-pound
weight class, and Quesada were
both pinned, scoring 12 points for
the Demons.

Manzanares and Ramirez both
pinned their opponents to end the
dual, scoring 12 points.

The Pirates will next compete in
adual against Montezuma-Cortez at
home at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 26.

Janowsky explained that this
dual will be the team’s second
Intermountain League dual of the
season and, if the team wins, they
will advance to the league champi-
onship dual.

He commented that the team is
“looking forward” to the dual and
noted that Montezuma-Cortez will
likely have difficulties in the dual
due to having openings in their
lineup, although he noted that the
Pirates are more focused on win-
ning individual battles than on the
team score.

The Pirates will then compete in
the Butch Melton Invitational on
Saturday, Jan. 28, which he noted
will involve a large number of
matches for each wrestler due to
the bracketing of the tournament.

Janowsky explained that the
team had had a lighter practice
schedule over the previous two
weeks due to finals week and snow,
but will be focusing on improving
the physical aspects of its wrestling,
such as conditioning, pace and ag-
gression, in the coming weeks.

“It’s going to be one of those
periods where we ... get tired and
we work through our tiredness
and we push ourselves a little bit,”
Janowsky said. “It’s one of those
pushes ... that you have to have
from time to time during the year.
... We're looking to peak, so we're
gonna expend a lot of energy over
the next two weeks and then we
can kind of taper back after that.”

As of Jan. 20, Tressler is ranked
fourth in the 3A 132-pound weight
class and Lucero is ranked third in
the 3A 126-pound weight class by
On the Mat, which is the ranking
system used by the Colorado High
School Activities Association.

Jjosh@pagosasun.com
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The Continental Divide Freeride team had an impressive showing at the
first annual Wolf Creek IFSA competition. The team fielded nine skiers
and snowboarders on a competition at Alberta Peak. Local Logan Lam-
oreaux placed first in U12 snowboard. Ryder King and Eric Smith placed
second and third, respectively, in 12-14 snowboarding. They are pictured

with coach Tony Madrid.

Favorite subject: English

Comments from coaches Darcy
DeGuise and Heather Miller:
“While new to the team this year
and fairly new to the sport of
swimming, Bailee has not only 