
By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

On Jan. 17, the Pagosa Peak 
Open School (PPOS) Board of 
Directors approved an amended 
budget that includes a 6 percent 
bonus for school staff and the ad-
dition of a facilities management/

custodial position.
Board treasurer Julie Simmons 

and School Director Angela Reali-
Crossland presented the amended 
budget during a work session prior 
to that day’s regular meeting.

In beginning her presentation of 

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Archuleta Coun-
t y  S h e r i f f ’s  O f f i c e 
(ACSO) has identified 
the suspect in a Jan. 4 
officer-involved shoot-
ing incident as Tyler 
James Intermaggio, 37, 
of Pagosa Springs.

According to the 
agency, Intermaggio was booked 
into the Archuleta County Deten-
tion Center on Jan. 18.

The announcement further 
states, “Agency Investigators have 

provided information to 
the District Attorney’s Of-
fice for review and consid-
eration of charges which 
may include Criminal At-
tempt 1st Degree Murder 
of a Peace Officer.”

The potential charges 
stem from a Jan. 4 incident 
that remains under inves-
tigation.

According to a Jan. 4 
press release from the ACSO, at ap-
proximately 1:50 a.m. on Jan. 4, two 
ACSO deputies responded to a call 
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By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At its Jan. 24 work session, the 
Archuleta County Board of County 
Commissioners (BoCC) further 
discussed the formation of an advi-
sory committee for the creation of a 
county health department and the 
process of creating the department.

Commissioner Veronica Medina 
opened the discussion by outlin-

ing certain potential next steps in 
developing a health department, 
including potentially forming an 
internal board composed of the 
county manager, county attorney, 
and human resources and finance 
to give direction to the volunteer 
health department advisory com-
mittee.

Medina noted that this commit-

While last weekend’s 
WinterFest 

festivities didn’t include 
the traditional hot air 

balloon ascensions due 
to weather, several 
other events kept 

spectators and those 
involved busy. The 
weekend included 

Sledz on Rez, Penguin 
Plunge, skijor, 

Nordic skiing and 
Barkus Parade  

(where costumes were 
encouraged).

Winter
fun

By Derek Kutzer
Staff Writer

At its Jan. 23 special meeting, the 
San Juan Water Conservancy Dis-
trict (SJWCD) voted to formalize its 
decision on the size of a proposed 
reservoir northeast of town in an 
area known as Dry Gulch Valley at 
11,000 acre-feet. 

The reservoir would be a joint 
project between SJWCD and the 
Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation 
District (PAWSD) called the San 

Juan River Headwaters Project.
In 2008, SJWCD and PAWSD col-

laborated on the purchase of the 
property, also known as Running 
Iron Ranch, with the goal to even-
tually build a water storage facility 
on the parcel of land, which is more 
than 600 acres. 

The proposed reservoir would 
be an “off-channel” water storage 
facility being fed by a pre-existing 
agricultural ditch, Park Ditch, 
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100 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

January 26, 1923
A new dance hall and moving picture 

house combined is being built at Arboles 
by McGee and Wyatt at that place.

A snowstorm, which began Wednes-
day afternoon and is still in progress, 
has favored us with about fifteen inches 
of new snow at this writing. We under-
stand that but little snow has fallen on 
Cumbres hill and that train service will 
not be interfered with.

Archuleta county with 102 miles of 
state highways, will receive $3,611.87 
from the state as its share of the one-cent 
state gasoline tax for the year 1922.

Dr. A.J. Nossaman and son Dixie 
left Tuesday for Arboles on a business 
and pleasure trip, returning home last 
evening.

We now have on our hands the hu-
man(?) who thinks it his duty to dispose 
of the canine pets of this city by the .22 
route. Result: wounded and suffering 
dogs.

We received a report last evening that 
22 inches of new snow had fallen on Yel-
lowjacket divide.

75 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

January 30, 1948
Ben K. Lynch, Pagosa Springs busi-

nessman, has been named chairman 
of the annual Red Cross drive for funds, 
to start March 1 it was announced fol-
lowing an organization meeting for the 
campaign held Friday night.

It was announced that Archuleta 
County’s goal this year will be $500. A 
percentage of 70.4 per cent over the 
quota raised in the county will remain 
here for  the use of the local Red Cross, 
it was stated. 

Mr. Lynch will organize the county 
into districts, chairmen to be announced 
later.

Amos Padilla, Pagosa Springs boxer, 
dropped a tough decision in the Denver 
Golden Gloves matches Tuesday night to 
Melvin Nelson, seasoned amateur. After a 
three-count knockdown, Padilla returned 
to slug it out so furiously that when judges 
gave Nelson the nod, the crowd booed.

Announcement is being made this 
week through the advertising columns 
of The Sun of the first showing of the 
1948 Chevrolet by the Hughes Chevrolet.

50 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

January 25, 1973
Snowplowing crews on Wolf Creek 

Pass were out and at it again this past 
week. New snowfall totaled 16 inches 
and it contained .49 inches of meltwater. 
The snow — not a great amount for Wolf 
Creek — posed no special problems for 
the snow plow operators and roads were 
maintained in excellent condition.

This storm brings the total snowfall 
for January to date to 105 inches. This 
compares with 38 inches for the entire 
month of January last year. Total fall for 
the season to date is 465 inches and this 
almost guarantees that the fall this win-
ter will be in excess of 500 inches, and 
may possibly get to 600 inches.

The Pagosa Sno-Goer sponsored race 
meet and rally last weekend was well 
attended, had exciting races, and was 
acclaimed as a successful event by those 
in attendance. More than 250 out of area 
spectators were present and approxi-
mately 60 drivers competed in the races. 
All times were fast, there were no accidents 
where anyone was injured, and the race 
courses were in excellent condition.

25 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

January 29, 1998
Sheriff Tom Richards announced 

Monday that he is seeking re-election 
to a third term. “Serving another term 
will allow me to accomplish the goals 
I wanted to attain when I started and 
to complete the modernization of the 
department,” he said.

A former trooper with the Colorado 
State Patrol, Richards’ law enforcement 
career started in 1956 in Silverton. Dur-
ing his 31 years as a highway patrolman, 
Richards served as former Gov. John 
Love’s personal bodyguard and earned 
badge “No. 1” with the department.

Regarding his two terms as county 
sheriff, Richards said, “Much has been 
accomplished. All of the units within the 
department have been vastly improved 
and are operating efficiently.” He said 
the sheriff department’s primary thrust 
of the patrol and investigative sections 
has been the detection and prevention of 
major crimes within the county, includ-
ing white collar theft and fraud.

Jackson Mountain Landscape Project

whaddya Think?
Should a gravel mine be included  
in the plan for Jackson Mountain?

Poll results (153 votes)
Yes. — 29 percent
No. — 64 percent
I don’t know. — 7 percent

Vote this week online: 
Should the county hire 

a consultant to stand up 
a health department? 

www.pagosasun.com

 

Next Thursday, a public open house is planned pertaining 
to the Jackson Mountain Landscape Project. 

The open house is set for Feb. 2 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Ross 
Aragon Community Center, 451 Hot Springs Blvd., in the South 
Conference Room.

We’re not too certain that room has adequate space for 
people who are upset with the thought of a gravel pit on 
Jackson Mountain. 

This in-person open house will be an opportunity for the 
public to “ask questions, look at maps and talk with the Forest 
Service resource specialists about the project,” according to 
a news release.

The proposed project area is located in Archuleta County, 
about 5 miles northeast of Pagosa Springs and north of the San 
Juan River Village subdivision, and consists of 11,703 acres.  

The website for the project notes that, “With input from 
partners, the public and the International Mountain Bike 
Association (IMBA), the Forest Service reviewed a catalog 
of trail options and selected a subset of trails that would 
provide sustainable trail experiences, offering trails for a 
variety of skill sets that do not exist on the Pagosa Ranger 
District. This includes approximatley (sic) 40 miles of 
mountain bike and mixed-use trail options offering varying 
levels of difficulty.”

It also notes that an increase of mountain biking in the 
project area on “non-system and user-created trails that 
were not established with a careful design can lead to trail 
erosion and water drainage issues as well as negative impacts 
to wildlife.”

Additional parking areas, trailheads, toilets and signage are 
being considered as part of the project. 

Fuels reduction and other vegetation management plans, 
which include tree harvests, thinning, mowing and mastica-
tion, aim to help improve forest health and help to safely 
manage fires in the area. The project also aims to regenerate 

aspen stands, which are currently in decline. 
The majority of the complaints start when you mention 

the words gravel pit. 
According to the Forest Service, “Archuleta County has 

expressed interest in opening a non-commercial gravel pit 
in the Jackson Mountain area. This gravel pit would provide 
a local source of material for use on county and Forest Ser-
vice roads. The proposed gravel pit will be analyzed in the 
same Environmental Assessment as the other projects being 
proposed, but a seperate (sic) decision will likely be written 
for the gravel pit. Effects of a potential gravel pit will be taken 
into consideration when addressing safety, recreation, and 
resource protection for the Jackson Mountain landscape area.”

Nearby homeowners have written letters and started a 
website in an effort to “Stop the Pit.” One of their biggest con-
cerns is that the pit is less than 2,000 feet from their homes in 
San Juan River Village.

Those neighbors previously shared concerns about their 
water tower and public access into their neighborhoods due 
to other aspects of the project. Additional traffic on those 
neighborhood streets was also a concern. 

The Forest Service is currently accepting public comment 
on the project, with plans to have a final decision approved 
and signed by the Forest Service this fall.

We sympathize with the concerns of the property owners. 
We also agree that we need a reliable source of gravel in 

Archuleta County; however, this will not be a source of gravel 
for the general public. Is the Jackson Mountain location our 
best option?

We encourage you to attend the open house and learn more 
about the proposed project. After you attend, be sure to submit 
your public comment.

This is your opportunity to get involved and be heard on 
all aspects of the project.

Terri Lynn Oldham House

LOOking Back
Taken from 

The Pagosa Springs 
SUN files 

from Feb. 10, 1994

Local schools, Wolf 
Creek Pass and 
some local busi-

nesses were closed 
Tuesday when a sea-

sonal snow storm 
moved into the area. 
Thanks to the efforts 
of town, county and 
state snowplow op-
erators, the schools 

and businesses 
returned to normal 

operations Wednes-
day morning, and 
the Pass was re-

opened around 7:30 
p.m. last night.



Thursday, January 26, 2023 — The Pagosa Springs SUN — A3

The SUN welcomes letters 
from readers.

Please submit to:
PO Box 9, 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

e-mail: 
editor@pagosasun.com

All letters must:
be submitted electronically in a 
format that can be copied and 
pasted, must not be in all capitals 

include the author’s actual 
name, phone number and 
address

be 500 words or less

be received by The SUN by noon 
on Tuesday (deadline may move 
up due to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per 
month per letter writer.

If necessary, only one letter 
pertaining to a candidate or 
political issue will be printed in 
each edition up to three weeks 
prior to the election.

Letters quoting other people 
must contain proper attribution.

There is no guarantee letters will 
be published.

The SUN generally does not edit 
letters, but reserves the right to 
do so.

Letters

n See Letters A4

Letters to the Editor are 
printed as received and are 
not edited for grammar or 
punctuation, but may have 
been edited for content or style.

Letters to the Editor are 
opinions and information in 
them has not been verified for 
accuracy.

The opinions of letter writ-
ers do not necessarily represent 
those of the paper.

Terry’s ACETerry’s ACE
is the Place!is the Place!

We Special Order!
Shop at acehardware.com

and ship to store in 2-5 days!

SALE PRICES GOOD JAN. 1-31

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

Scott Taylor
970-946-5229
bass@highcountrycharters.com
Colorado Outfitter License #2352
Guiding since 1990.

High Country Fishing Charters is an equal opportunity 
employer and service provider operating under special 
use permit on the San Juan National Forest

www.highcountrycharters.com

Ice Fishing
Experience Guided 
Ice Fishing on Private Lakes 
near Pagosa Springs.

Happy Hour!
25% off 

At the Bar Stools Only
Tuesday - Friday 4-5:30 pm

(970) 264-0999    I    214 Pagosa St, Pagosa Springs  l  AlleyHouseGrille.com

Open Tuesday – Sunday 4pm – 9pm
Happy Hour Tuesday – Friday 4pm-5:30pm at the Bar Stools

The Patio  l  The Lounge  l  The Grille

Make your reservation at 
exploretock.com/alleyhousegrille

175 PAGOSA STREET  •  11 AM TO 9 PM DAILY
Order On Line: MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs & our Veterans always receive 20% off!

Easy Pickup Window Open
 Order & pay online at MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

We will text you when your order is ready
Drive to our pickup window & we’ll hand you your order

“Was a great experience! The pizza was delicious 
and the beer wall is so cool!”

 -Brianna W., Google

Rated 
4.7 out of 

5 Stars!

Stop by and try 
our delicious 
Mountain Puffs, 
served with a 
side of honey!

Also try our 
Entrées • Sides
Beer & Wine
on Tap, self-
serve!

Letters

Gravel mine: 
‘Incompatible’
Dear Editor:

Imagine hiking along Jackson 
Mountain Road on a beautiful 
summer day hoping to enjoy the 
breathtaking scenery, abundant 
wildlife, and fresh mountain air. 
As you take the first bend, along 
comes a 25,000 pound gravel truck 
barreling down the mountain - To-
tally Incompatible. 

Imagine taking your family for a 
summer outing on their new 
mountain bikes along the newly 
improved bike trails on Jackson 
Mountain and you start to inhale 
the crystalline silica dust from the 
gravel mine right next to the trails 
– Totally Incompatible.

Imagine working the late shift 
and coming home to your peaceful 
mountain community for a day of 
rest before your next shift starts and 
hearing the noise all day long from 
the rock crusher that is less than 
1900 feet from your home – Totally 
incompatible.

Will our elected County Com-

missioners and the Forest Service 
do the right thing and find a more 
compatible site for the desperately 
needed gravel needs of the county? 
Five alternative sites have been 
researched and provided to our 
elected officials. Alternative sites 
that do not destroy a residential 
mountain community and pristine 
mountain trails. Will they listen? 
Make sure they do – show up at the 
Forest Service in-person meeting 
on Feb 2, 2023, 5-7PM at the Ross 
Aragon Community Center to let 
your voice be heard. Go to the web-
site: https://www.stopthejackson-
mtnpit.com and sign the petition.

JW Hanks

Public health and 
the county
Dear Editor:

This is in response to a front 
page story in the The Sun on 1-19-
23 and a story on page A5 of that 
same date. Both are about concerns 
regarding reestablishing a state-
mandated new Board for the new 
version of the San Juan Basin Public 
Health Dept.

The Archuleta County Board of 
County Commissioners were in-
strumental in ending a long stand-
ing agreement with La Plata County 
to maintain this organization, with 
very little, if any public support.

Now it appears that there are 
very few qualified volunteers step-
ping up to serve on that board. 
This is probably to be expected 
after the treatment of the previous 
organization and its board by the 
Archuleta BOCC. The board is, by 
definition, an advisory group and 
the Archuleta BOCC saw it as an 
adversarial relationship. 

My reading of the above-men-
tioned articles in The Sun gives me 
some hope that the two veterans 
on the Archuleta BOCC, who are 
largely responsible for this mess, 
may listen to the new member of 
the BOCC, Veronica Medina. She 
was not part of the fiasco that 
will end the SHBPH and appears 
to have well-informed, good in-
tentions on recruiting the board 
members needed to reestablish it.

The last thing we want is a Pub-
lic Health organization run by our 
county commissioners. 

Ron Hardeman

Appeal of 
decision
Dear Editor:

Our appeal of the decision of the 
Design Review Board to approve 
the sketch of the project in the 200 
block of Pagosa Street was early in 
the process, because we believe it’s 
important to address issues while 
the project can still make adjust-
ments without having to tear up 
detailed plans. LUDC 2.3.2, Appli-
cant Holds Neighborhood Meeting, 
recommends having a neighbor-
hood meeting, and perhaps a 
neighborhood meeting would have 
helped the applicants see that there 
is a lot of concern about the size of 
their proposed project.

We want to see the applicant’s 

lots developed in line with the 
vision the community laid out in 
the guiding documents. It is a nice 
design, and would fit well within 
the requirements of other overlay 
districts, but not the East Village 
Overlay District. We look forward to 
seeing a reworked design with the 
proper set back, and a smaller mass 
and scale, as laid out in Chapter 6 
of the LUDC.

Kathy Keyes

STR task force: 
‘Dark path ... 
smoky backrooms’
Dear Editor:

The Archuleta County Vacation 
Rental Task Force must be im-
mediately disbanded and its work 
product to date be made public. 

To say I was shocked to read the 
secrecy surrounding the task force 
in last week’s paper is a dramatic 
understatement. Public policy 
must always be made in public 
light. This is why we have laws re-
quiring open meetings and open 
records for public entities in this 
state. 

The stated purpose of this ano-
nymity is “to further open discus-
sion”, however, closed meetings 
among nameless, faceless par-
ticipants is exactly the opposite of 
open discussion. 

I served as a Trustee and Plan-
ning Commissioner for the Town of 
Erie, near Denver, for over 10 years. 
We instituted numerous commit-
tees for various issues during that 
time and it was never, ever even 
suggested that the public wouldn’t 
be invited, be kept apprised of our 
progress, and even televised on our 
local TV to ensure we had broad 
input and public buy-in. Archuleta 
County will have none of that if 
they continue down this dark path 
with the current committee. 

While it is possible this secret 
committee is legal, it certainly is 
not right, and is disrespectful to 
the citizens of Archuleta County. 
Regardless of the outcome of their 
deliberations, no person in the 
county should accept their final 
work product. 

A new, public committee should 
be formed consisting of people who 
love vacation rentals, those who 
hate them, professional property 
managers, real estate profession-

als, non-resident property owners, 
business owners, professional staff 
from the county, and other stake-
holders. A professional mediator 
should facilitate the meetings and 
keep them moving forward to a 
productive end. Make the meetings 
in a public location, allow webcam/
zoom participation and report reg-
ular progress updates to the public. 
If you can’t take the heat of making 
your opinion publicly known then 
by all means sit on the sidelines, 
but don’t hide behind anonymity in 
the smoky backrooms of Archuleta 
County - save that for the folks in 
Washington DC.

Greg McCallum

‘He is happy’
Dear Editor:

In my Father’s House
Little ones absolutely adored my 

dear “Bob-Bob”, their grandfather. 
He was able to “be” like them, mak-
ing faces, laughing, etc. During our 
first big family get-together fol-
lowing his death, one of our little 
4-year-old Great Grands walked 
over to me and in a very straight 
forward way, asked: “Where is your 
husband”. What to say to one so 
young? However, I was thankful 
for my morning prayers in which I 
ask God to please give me guidance 
throughout the day and he gave 
me the following answer which 
seemed to be satisfactory to that 
little 4-year-old:

“Darling, when we are born, God 
gives us a body to live in, but after 
we have lived for many, many years 
as my husband did, our bodies be-
gin to wear out and can no longer 
take care of us, so God sends Jesus 
to take us home to live with him. 
So, that is where my husband is and 
he is happy.”

That little 4-year-old then an-
swered, “Oh”. It appeared that my 
answer satisfied him and of course, 
it was the truth.

Blessings to all.
Patty Tillerson

‘Deviation from 
the codes’
Dear Editor:

I am writing in support of the 
objections of Kirsten Skeehan and 
Kathy Keyes of the Pagosa Baking 
Company and Sarah and Robert 
Nemeth, property owners on Lewis 
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Half Page Ad
Buy One, Get One FREE!

For the month of February only, purchase a 1/2 page ad 
in The Pagosa Springs SUN or PREVIEW, get the second week FREE! 

Requirements: A minimum of 2 half-page ads must run in February 2 through 23, 2023 editions. 
Must be the same ad for both insertions, runs do not need to be consecutive. Business’ main office must be located in Archuleta County. 

Offer not available for color ads. Limited to the first 10 advertisers. 

Publishing Visitor Guides in Pagosa Springs for over 30 years
Publishing the Official Newspaper of Archuleta County since 1909

It’s the Best Deal of the Year. 
What Are You Waiting For?

Call your friendly, knowledgeable and experienced advertising 
representatives to reserve your advertising space today.

970.264.2100

Mon-Tues & Thurs-Fri 11am to 7pm • Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 12pm to 6pm Mon-Tues & Thurs-Fri 11am to 7pm • Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 12pm to 6pm 
Closed Wednesday • stitchesanddimples@gmail.comClosed Wednesday • stitchesanddimples@gmail.com

583 Navajo Trail Dr, Unit # D5, Pagosa Springs 81147 • , Pagosa Springs 81147 • (970) 585-4924

Our Facility features: 

Indoor batting cages • Golf simulator
Small general purpose turf area! 

Event reservations will be submitted online. 
Reservations will be confirmed in person.

Book Online or In-Person. 
Pricing is per time, not person(s)!

We are a Locally Owned Batting Cages & Golf Center

 

97 B Hopi Drive (previously Waggin’ Tails) Call for appointment, 970-317-464597 B Hopi Drive (previously Waggin’ Tails) Call for appointment, 970-317-4645
Dog & Cat Grooming • Walk-Ins WelcomeDog & Cat Grooming • Walk-Ins Welcome

Offers Great Rates & Superb Care for all of  your 
Boarding & Daycare Needs

The Peaceful Groomer

One Farm Share = 20 Weeks
of Organically Produced Veggies!

Contact Chris Frederics at Chris.Frederics@gmail.com 
or visit TerraWalkFarm.com for additional information

NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE
Farm Shares for the 

2023 Growing Season!!!

ALL PURPOSE 
STORAGE

Coming Soon!
 

Climate Control Units 
beginning of the New Year

Open 9 am-Noon
Call or Email
970-264-5958

AllPurposeStorage193@gmail.com

• 10 x 20 Units $125 per month

• 10 x 10 Units $75 per month

• 5 x 10 Units $50 per month

Located on Put Hill across from the Break Room Brewing Company

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

debbie@ownpagosa.com 
448 Pagosa Street  • (970) 946-3480

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year

My Change 
was a Good 
One in 2022.
Let Me Help You 
Make One, Too! Debbie Loewen, new owner of Wolf Creek 

Realty Colorado, with prior owner Eddie Ring.

1st year was a successful one!!
Over $34 million in Real Estate sold.

2023 will be a year of opportunity.
Call me today for your free market analysis

What are your three 
biggest accomplishments 
of 2022?

In 2022, Pagosa Springs Medical 
Center made several acquisitions 
that will assure patients in Pagosa 
Springs have access to exceptional 
care now and in the future. PSMC 
acquired an adjacent building and 
property to allow for future expan-
sion of services, 3D mammography 
equipment and a new state-of-the-
art MRI.

In 2022, the Board of Directors of 
PSMC made the strategic decision 

to acquire the adjacent property and building to allow PSMC to 
complete the hospital campus and have space for further expansion. 
The Pagosa Springs community continues to grow, so PSMC must 
continue to have ways to grow its outpatient, hospital and EMS/
ambulance services.

PSMC’s new radiology equipment greatly enhanced the care and 
services we offer at PSMC. In January 2022, PSMC started offering 
radiology exams in PSMC’s new MRI. The MRI has a larger bore which 
makes the imaging process more comfortable for patients and it also 
accommodates larger patients. At the end of 2022, PSMC installed 
new 3D mammography equipment which was funded by charitable 
donors in our community. Given that one in eight women will be di-
agnosed with breast cancer in their lifetime, this 3D mammography 
equipment will save lives through early detection.

What are your three top goals for 2023? 
What is your action plan to meet your goals?

In 2023, PSMC has many goals including: (1) completing the oxygen 
generation project that will allow PSMC to stop relying solely on bottled 
oxygen for inpatient care; (2) strategically expanding services to ensure 
the stability of PSMC; and (3) adjusting to continually changing condi-
tions for supplies, staffi ng and governmental regulations. The Board of 
PSMC provides strategic direction and oversight to a terrifi c staff who 
are dedicated to meeting goals set by the Board – all while caring for 
patients in a thoughtful and effi cient manner.

Matt Mees, Chair of the Board of Directors of the 
Upper San Juan Health Service District

What are your three 
biggest accomplishments 
of 2022?

In 2022, Pagosa Springs Medical 
Center continued to advance patient 
care available to the community. 
PSMC elevated its Radiology services 
with the addition of 3D mammog-
raphy and a new MRI, expanded its 
Orthopedic-Sports program, and 
expanded an Interventional Pain 
Management service line.

Through the support of gen-
erous donors in the community, 
PSMC purchased 3D Mammography 

equipment. The 3D Mammography technology allows doctors to ex-
amine tissue layer by layer and view fi ne details that may be hidden, 
in traditional 2D imaging, by surrounding tissue. The availability of 
this technology is a signifi cant benefi t to patients as PSMC doctors 
are able to screen for breast cancer with greater accuracy. In addi-
tion, PSMC went live with its new MRI which offers some of the best 
imaging available in Colorado.

To meet community demand for orthopedic care, PSMC hired Dr. 
David Eisenhauer to join PSMC’s orthopedic and sports medicine team. 
Dr. Eisenhauer is board-certifi ed in orthopedics with subspecialties in 
hand, elbow and shoulder, including elbow and shoulder replacement. 
Dr. Eisenhauer is an excellent counterpart to Dr. Bill Webb, PSMC’s 
long-standing orthopedic surgeon, who continues to perform total hip 
and knee replacements, as well as all aspects of general orthopedics. 

PSMC’s certifi ed nurse anesthetists obtained additional training and 
certifi cations so that in 2022, they were able to expand interventional 
pain management services for our patients. Minimally invasive pain 
management helps relieve or reduce pain and can greatly improve a 
patient’s quality of life. 

What are your three top goals for 2023? 
What is your action plan to meet your goals?

In 2023, among PSMC’s operational goals are: (1) implementing 
team-based care with our family medicine providers to improve patient 
access to care and effi ciency; (2) addressing healthcare staffi ng short-
ages; and (3) expanding our Emergency Medical Services to three-full-
time ambulances. PSMC staff work collaboratively on action plans to 
achieve goals and, in addition, remain dedicated to delivering excellent 
care to our community.

Dr. Rhonda Webb, CEO, Pagosa Springs Medical Center

SUN staff asked representatives of publicly funded agencies in Archuleta County to individually answer a trio of 
questions relating to the goals and accomplishments of themselves and their agencies at the turn of the year. 

Their answers will be printed in The SUN over the coming weeks. Answers are printed as received and are not edited.

Goals & Accomplishments
Pagosa Springs Medical Center, 

Upper San Juan Health Service District

Street, about the proposed project 
at 232 Pagosa Street. While I think 
it’s positive to see a business on 
that property, the particular size 
and design of the building is incon-
gruous in that setting. To me it ap-
pears to loom over the neighboring 
buildings and has the feeling of a 
structure in the Denver downtown 
business corridor.

I agree with Kathy Keyes’ point 
about the concern of losing com-
munity character and identity in 
her letter to the editor of January 
12, 2023. If the Downtown Master 
Plan for The East Village (between 
3rd and 1st Street) prescribes a 
residential feel and traditional 
residential structures in layout and 
building design, I don’t see how 
the proposed project meets those 
criteria.

I attended the Town Council 
meeting of December 15, 2022 
and heard the presentation by 
Robert Nemeth about the appeal. 
He was very clear on his 9 points 
of the Land Use Development Code 
that concern the proposed proj-
ect, including Four-sided design, 
Architectural style, and Building 
massing and form. With a career 
as an architect and engineer, I 
respect his interpretation of the 
Codes. Kathy Keyes’ presentation 
also described the deviation from 
the codes. Her discussion of those 
items, such as the insufficient set-
back, were valid points to me. You 
can find the Town Council agenda 
packet and the meeting minutes 
at: https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/Portal/MeetingInformation.
aspx?Org=Cal&Id=905

I reiterate Kirsten Skeehan’s 
question in her letter to the editor 
of January 19, 2023, to the Planning 
Division of the Town of Pagosa 
Springs Community Development 
Department in their work with the 
project developers: “Will they be 
negotiating from a point of weak-
ness because their recommenda-
tions were ignored previously?” She 
states the important question: “Will 

Town allow staff to do their job and 
enforce both the letter and intent of 
the land use development code?”

 Joan Y. Ward

Biggest 
accomplishments
Dear Editor:

Seriously?
Recently, the staff of the Pagosa 

Sun asked representatives of pub-
licly funded agencies of Archuleta 
County, “what were your three 

biggest accomplishments of 2022.” 
The answers received were sup-
posedly not edited when received. 
Two of the three commissioners 
related standard politically correct 
responses, rather like the center-
line on a highway. However, I was 
utterly stunned to read two of the 
three responses provided by Com-
missioner Ronnie Maez. He cited 
his three biggest accomplishments 
for the year 2022 as follows:

1. We established a better system 
to pay our county employees a bet-

ter salary.
2. We improved insurance ben-

efits for our employees.
3. We completed paving of Clo-

man Blvd., part of North Pagosa 
Blvd (finally), Cascade Avenue, 
and part of County Road 982 (to be 
finished this summer).

His first response was a pay 
raise. His second was improved 
insurance benefits for (county) 
employees. For his third big ac-
complishment, he at least had the 



go to school. That if in a careless 
moment of my keeping a careful 
eye on him would, rolling off my 
out-stretched arms, run fast back 
home and there was no time to go 
retrieve him. That at, and from the 
1968 kindergarten buildings set 
sideways to the tall brick school 
building downtown, he would, ac-
cording to his teacher, Mrs. Decker, 
who shortened his name to Seve, 
relay his many jungle adventures 
centered around a black puma-like 
cat he called his “gat” — gato. Also 
relaying that at school, Seve listen-
ing for the distinct sound Dad’s 
behemoth red Chevy pickup truck 
made, with Mom as a new driver 
driving it, taking Lewis Street for 
going to the post office and hearing 
it, would bail out of class, sprint-
ing quickly high over the concrete 
embankments out front, dashing to 
the corner of Staners and catching 
the truck at the stop sign, bailing in 
and would get to go home.

Seve, growing into a private 
tranquil man that liked to walk with 
the animals, talk to the animals, 
leaving behind only quiet-deso-
lation journals, his well-thumbed 
brown leather New Testament un-
der his pillow, but most surprising 
of all, as I in idle reflection stroked 
his still-black hair, spying only now, 
his white roots grow in! Hah! And 
upon his dresser a taped-shut box 
of lady Clairol!

I once owned a pet cockatiel. It 
became suddenly sick, spontane-
ously spewing out long streams 
of water. Treated with antibiotic, 
he was sent home to die, the vet 
saying that in the wild, male birds 
even though sick, will hide their 
sickness, standing stoic to the very 
end, but by discovery time, it is too 
late for their recovery. 

Love and miss you, brother. 
His son Matthew plans a service 

in the spring and his ashes laid to 
rest “atop the mountain.” 

David Lesley 
Smith

David Lesley Smith passed away 
early in the morning of Jan. 15. 
He was born Feb. 19, 1936, near 
Pagosa Springs, Colo., to Clifford 
Oren Smith and Jeannetta Mendel 
Coleman. He was born in a little 
house owned by the Cordova fam-
ily just past the stockyards that 
were located about a mile south of 
the middle of town (very near the 

hill behind the 
current high 
s c h o o l  a n d 
the radio sta-
tion). He was 
the youngest 
of six children. 

David lived 
nearly all of his 
life in Pagosa, 
only leaving a 
few times to find work as a young 
man. He worked for CDOT two 
different times, the first time from 
about 1961 till 1967. He and his 
young family lived for a time on 
Wolf Creek at Highway Camp that 
is now the upper run-away ramp 
for trucks that have lost their brakes 
coming off the mountain. The 
second time, he worked for several 
years (through most of the ‘80s and 
‘90s) as an extra plowing snow 
on the pass. In 1967, he bought a 
ready-mix plant from Milt Wiley 
that was located on Snowball Road 
(2nd Street) and named it Pagosa 
Ready Mix. He provided concrete 
for the original elementary school, 
the current Forest Service build-
ing, the original Pagosa Lodge and 
restaurant, the original Eaton sales 
office and many other area build-
ings and homes. He sold the ready-
mix business in the early ‘70s and 
worked at the sawmill before buy-
ing a backhoe. He spent the next 
30-plus years running his backhoe 
and other equipment. From about 
2008 until 2020, you could find him 
at Bob’s LP filling propane bottles 
and helping the girls in the office 
when he finally retired due to ongo-
ing health problems.

David married Donnie Avery on 
Jan. 26, 1959. They had two chil-
dren and raised Donnie’s niece. 
He was preceded in rest by his 
parents, sisters Alicia and Rose, 
and brother MO, his wife Donnie, 
and grandson James Daniel Shrum. 
Surviving him are his brother, 
Richard, of Durango, Colo.; sis-
ter Esther, of Wilmington, Mass.; 
daughter Debbie (Clay) Fultz, of 
Pagosa Springs; son Donald, of 
Pagosa Springs; and niece Carol 
Redmon, of Ozark, Ark.; grand-
daughters Amber (Jed) Bailey, of 
Bayfield, Colo.; Malinda (Keegan) 
Burnett, of Pagosa Springs; and 
Carrie Shrum, of Arkansas; and 12 
great-grandchildren.

Cremation has taken place and 
services are pending at a later 
date.

Robert E. Dobbins
Maj. Robert Eugene Dobbins 

(retired), 89, passed away Jan. 13 
surrounded by his loving family at 
the Palmetto 
Patriot Home 
i n  G a f f n e y, 
S.C. A native of 
Fletcher, Okla., 
he was the son 
of the late M.E. 
and Grace L. 
Dobbins. He 
s e r v e d  h i s 
country for 30 
years in the United States Navy, 
United States Army and finally 
retiring from the United States 
Marine Corps. He later retired as a 
sergeant from the Lewisville, Texas, 
Police Department. He moved to 
Pagosa Springs, Colo., to build his 
dream home. In later years, he had 
to leave his beloved Pagosa Springs, 
moving to South Carolina to live 
in the Palmetto Patriot Veteran’s 
Home near his son. In his younger 
years, he loved fishing and camp-
ing. Robert was a true patriot and 
loved his family, his country and his 
Catholic faith.

Surviving are his son, Patrick 
Dobbins (Catherine), of Greer, S.C., 
and daughters Deborah Swanson 
(John), of Cameron, N.C., and Dyan 
Sheets (Terry), of Scio, Ore.; one 
brother, James Dobbins (Wanda), 
of Bowling Green, Ky.; and nu-
merous grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

A graveside service with full 
military honors will be held on 
Monday, Jan. 30, at 1 p.m. at MJ 
Dolly Copper Veterans Cemetery, 
Anderson, S.C., conducted by Fa-
ther Jose Gabriel Cruz.

Memorials may be made to Pal-
metto Patriot Home, 120 Hamp-

shire Drive, Gaffney, SC 29341.
Online condolences may be 

made at www.thewoodmortuary.
com.

Seve Medina
Seve Medina, 60, second son, 

third child out of eight children of 
Gilbert and Susie Medina, passed 
i n t o  e t e r -
nal rest Dec. 
2 0 ,  2 0 2 2  a t 
his mother’s 
home, where 
he resided and 
for 21 years 
lived with as 
protector and 
knightly hero 
to and of our/
h i s  m o t h e r, 
who hospice poisoned with mor-
phine and passed away Oct. 16, 
2021, his/our father passing in 1991, 
his/our brother Tommy in 1983 and 
his/our brother, David, in 2013.

He was father to Matthew Me-
dina (Kim Knippa) and Shaneal 
(Carrie Short).

In our youth, the three above-
mentioned younger brothers were 
my constant charges, entreating 
to be taken to the river for yet an-
other cooling dip. In appreciation 
of going again, they would jump 
high with comical forked leg splits, 
dropping to the ground for fast 
push-ups, then posing their skinny 
arms into muscle poses and pre-
senting their young boy ribs (abs).

Severo apart was our definitive 
jungle boy out in our homes jungle-
like bosky terrain, running around 
in knee-high boots, belted canvas 
dungarees and grandpa’s WPA 
helmet that upon starting kinder-
garten at the school bus stop would 
bellow out that he wished he were 
a cow so that he didn’t have to 
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Ruts Driving  Ruts Driving  
You Nuts?You Nuts?
Save money on gas and maximize your tire life with a 
high-definition digital wheel alignment using the latest 
technology from HawkEye™ and Pagosa Springs’ most 
qualified technicians.

10% 
OFF

10% 
OFF

Vehicle Alignment
Bring in or mention this ad for this limited 
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not 
included. May not be combined with any 
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra 
Automotive for details. 

Offer ends 2/28/23

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited 
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not 
included. May not be combined with any 
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra 
Automotive for details. 

Offer ends 2/28/23

Full Service 
Oil & Filter Change

(970) 731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.

Open 8:00 - 5:30  Mon. - Fri.
24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

Piedra Automotive

WE’RE OPEN NOW!
123A North 15th Street 

(across from Momentum Fitness)

The GREATEST GIFT for your shooting enthusiast 
... a PS Gun & Ammo Gift Card that can be bought 
and used at our Pagosa store on our online store, 

www.psgunsammo.com.  
It will Always be Welcome!

•Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottles•

WINES & LIQUORS
Non-Sale Items Only • Coupon not valid for beer purchases

264-2749
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
East Pagosa Springs
Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Plan ahead - Closed Sundays Colo. State Law

264-2749
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
East Pagosa Springs
Mon.-Sat. Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Sun. Open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

www.lpea.coop   |   (970) 247-5786

POWER IT FORWARD 
WITH LPEA’S GIVING TREE

1. Venmo us @GivingTree_LPEA 
(or scan the QR code)

2. Call us at (970) 247-5786
3. Drop off your donation at 

our office in Durango or 
Pagosa Springs. 

Donations will be accepted through 
January 31st, 2023.

Donate and help your 
neighbors keep the lights 
on this holiday season.

Primary Care You Deserve, In the Mountains You Love
970.731.3700 l 95 S. Pagosa Blvd l pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org l

Choose PSMC for Primary Care
Our Primary Care team is here 

to keep you and your family well.
• Comprehensive care for patients of all ages
• Walk-In visits
• Chronic care management
• Integrated behavioral health
• On-site lab and radiology services 

Call today to schedule your visit.

Hours: Mon-Sat 11-5:30, Sun 12-4 • www.pschocolates.com

My Love Deserves the Best!My Love Deserves the Best!
Fresh     Gourmet     Pagosa MadeFresh     Gourmet     Pagosa Made

Cupid DeliveryCupid DeliveryOur Chocolate Gifts
Our Chocolate Giftsdelivered with a 

delivered with a 
Love Song!Love Song!
Feb. 11 - 14Feb. 11 - 14

$$2525
10% OFF

Preorders

To order or schedule Cupid:
Call 970-946-3492 or stop by

124 E. Pagosa St. #5 (River Center)

PSCHOCOLATES

Chocolate-DippedChocolate-Dipped
Strawberries, 4 & 6 pc BoxesStrawberries, 4 & 6 pc Boxes
Specialty Chocolate Boxes, Specialty Chocolate Boxes, 

1/2 & 1 lb1/2 & 1 lb
Chocolate “Love” BarkChocolate “Love” Bark
Heart-Shaped MacaronsHeart-Shaped Macarons

common sense to be proud of pav-
ing sections of three roads. Based 
on his first two achievements, it 
would be easy to imagine he may 
reside near one of the improved 
highways. What a combination of 
self-serving, governmentally di-
rected, unwitting responses from 
someone being paid to serve the 

county’s public and not their own 
organization. I am not against pay 
raises or insurance benefits for 
employees, but where are the pri-
orities here? Think about it, fellow 
Pagosa residents. He considers the 
above items his three biggest ac-
complishments for the 2022 year. 
Unbelievable.

Russ Widener

Letters
n Continued from A4

Cards of Thanks
Gustafson

What a wonderful gift I received 
for my going away party at Vets for 
Vets on Jan. 10. Thank you Mary Jo, 
my daughter, Diane, Nancy Ford 
and the WHIPS ladies and Rick 
with the group of veterans. There 
was much laughter and memories 
by all. I am looking forward to 
my upcoming move to Homelake 
Veteran’s Assisted Living in Monte 
Vista and many new experiences. 
Please come visit me there. 

Much love from Ron Gustafson, 
Mr. Pagosa

Niece
My deepest thanks to the Pagosa 

Fire Department who responded 
when my carbon monoxide alarm 
went off and blew the gas out of my 
home. Also thanks to Robbie and 
Steve Schwartz for bringing their 
space heater, and to Gordon and 
Don at PBS Heating for promptly 
fixing the problem.

Nita Niece

Thank you 
for supporting our 

advertisers!
Advertising makes it possible for us 

to bring you the latest community news.
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EXCAVATION WORK THAT MAKES THE GRADE

DRIVEWAYS • FOUNDATIONS • PONDS • BACKFILLING
FILL DIRT & GRAVEL HAULING • SEPTIC SYSTEMS • UTILITY WORK

Schedule 

your project 

today!

Non-emergency medical transportation to Denver, Durango, 
Farmington, Colorado Springs — Anywhere in Colorado and border state 
approved cities for Medicaid insured rides to and from Medicaid providers 

Pre-approval and 24-hour notice required. Call for details.

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling

PUC # 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

Have Medicaid, need a ride?
Call Us: 970-731-4081

Durango Airport Shuttle • Taxi Service • Weddings
Charter Service • Private Parties

DELIVERIES • TAXI SERVICE
NEMT — CALL US DIRECT 

MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St.  (Hwy. 160) • (970) 264-1000

Guns For Sale
Ammunition, too!

Buy • Sell • Consign • $40 Transfers
Special Orders • Layaway • Hunting Licenses

Cash Loans on Guns
SELL YOUR GUNS HERE!

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Great prices!   •   Great selection!

New & Pre-owned Guns For Sale!
Rifles, shotguns, tactical & collectible long guns

Pistols, revolvers & collectible hand guns

The journey matters—
let Hart Custom Builders 

guide the way

• Fine Custom Homes
• Commercial  and 

Municipal Buildings
• Infrastructure

250 Pagosa Street • (970) 264-0110 • hartbuilders.com

Follow Hart on Facebook
@HartCustomBuilders

Serving:
Pagosa Springs, Bayfield, 
Durango, South Fork, 
and surrounding areas

The Blotter
Items listed in The Blotter report 

where an alleged incident occurred 
and the nature of the incident. Read-
ers should not assume employees or 
owners of a place of business or a 
parking lot reported as the scene of 
an event are involved as perpetrators 
of the incident.

Archuleta County Sheriff’s Of-
fice

Calls for service for four weeks: 
780.

Dec. 13 — Criminal mischief, Bill’s 
Place.

Dec. 26 — Cruelty to animals-
aggravated, Cloman Boulevard.

Dec. 26 — Welfare check, M1, 
Solomon Drive.

Dec. 26 — Second-degree assault-
aggravated assault-weapon, harass-
ment-strikes/shoves/kicks, domestic 
violence, child abuse, North Dawning 
Court.

Dec. 26 — Found property, Har-
man Park Drive.

Dec. 27 — Violation of restraining 
order, Vista Boulevard/Navajo Trail 
Drive.

Dec. 28 — Aggravated motor ve-
hicle theft, Sunset Trail.

Dec. 29 — Failed to display valid 
registration, West U.S. 160.

Dec. 29 — Criminal mischief, 
menacing-misdemeanor, Harman 
Park Drive.

Dec. 29 — Menacing-intimidation 
(inc. stalking, threats), domestic 
violence, child abuse, harassment-
strikes/shoves/kicks, County Road 
700.

Dec. 31 — Criminal mischief, Park 
Avenue.

Dec. 31 — Aggravated motor ve-
hicle theft, driving under restraint 
alcohol/drug-related offense, drove 
vehicle while under the influence of 
alcohol, drove vehicle when BAC .08 
or more, open container in a motor 
vehicle, USFS 620/West U.S. 160.

Dec. 31 — Warrant arrest, USFS 
620/West U.S. 160.

Dec. 31 — Owner operated or 
permitted operation of vehicle without 
insurance, drove vehicle when license 
suspended, expired license plates, 
Pinon Causeway/West U.S. 160.

Dec. 31 — Warrant arrest, Pinon 
Causeway/West U.S. 160.

Dec. 31 — Warrant arrest, Trails 
Boulevard/Sam Houston Avenue.

Dec. 31 — Theft-from building, 
Cloud Cap Avenue.

Jan. 1 — Harassment-strikes/
shoves/kicks, second-degree assault-
aggravated assault-weapon, criminal 
mischief, Driftwood Drive.

Jan. 2 — No insurance in posses-
sion, drove vehicle when license 
suspended, Talisman Drive/Fairfield 
Drive.

Jan. 4 — Agency assist, George’s 
Court.

Jan. 4 — Information only, County 
Road 700/West View Road.

Jan. 4 — Criminal mischief, Bo-
nanza Avenue/Prospect Avenue.

Jan. 5 — Failure to comply, Har-
man Park Drive.

Jan. 5 — Information only, Silver 
Circle/County Road 700.

Jan. 6 —Harassment-insults/
taunts/challenges, disorderly conduct-
petty, Dyke Boulevard.

Jan. 7 — False imprisonment, 
harassment-strikes/shoves/kicks, 
domestic violence, Rosebud Court.

Jan. 7 — Misdemeanor motor 
vehicle theft, Park Avenue.

Jan. 7 — Information only, Colo. 
151/U.S. 160.

Jan. 9 — All other thefts, Flicker 
Lane.

Jan. 10 —Abandoned vehicle on 
public or private property without 
consent, Buttercup Drive/Meadow 
Lark Drive.

Jan. 11 — Fraud by check-other 
method, San Juan Street.

Jan. 11 — Agency assist, Harman 
Park Drive.

Jan. 12 — Improper registration, 
failed to display valid registration, no 
registration-failed to obtain registra-
tion within 45 days, West U.S. 160, 
Oak Drive.

Jan. 12 — Warrant arrest, East 
Pagosa Street.

Jan. 13 — Information only, County 
Road 335.

Jan. 14 — Warrant arrest, Butter-
cup Drive.

Jan. 14 — Abandonment of motor 
vehicle, information only, East Stoll-
steimer Road/Hurt Drive.

Jan. 18 — Information only, Mead-
ows Drive.

Jan. 18 — Missing person reports, 
Blue Jay Circle.

Jan. 19 — Failure to comply, failure 
to comply, failure to comply, Harman 
Park Drive.

Jan. 19 — Unlawful ownership of 
vicious dog, vicious dog with injury, 
dog at large (first offense), rabies vac-
cination required, Hope Drive.

Jan. 19 — Resisting arrest, drove 
vehicle while under the influence of 
alcohol, improper registration, East 
Pagosa Street.

Jan. 19 — Information only, 
Oakridge Drive.

Jan. 20 —Information only, Harman 
Park Drive.

Jan. 20 — Third-degree criminal 
trespass, U.S. 84.

Jan. 20 — Information only, Eagle 
Drive.

Jan. 21 — Illegal possess or con-
sumption of ethyl alcohol, North 
Pagosa Boulevard.

Jan. 22 — Driving under restraint 
alcohol/drug-related offense, expired 
license plates, improper registration, 
owner operated or permitted operation 
of vehicle without insurance, Bonanza 
Avenue/Vista Boulevard.

Town of Pagosa Springs Police 
Department

Calls for service for four weeks: 
536.

Dec. 26 — Forgery, Country Center 
Drive.

Dec. 27 — Violation of restraining 
order, Pagosa Street.

Dec. 27 — Owner/custodian al-
lowed animal to run at large, Great 
West Avenue.

Dec. 28 — Owner/custodian al-
lowed animal to run at large, Great 
West Avenue.

Dec. 31 — Suspicious activity/
vehicle, County Road 600/U.S. 160.

Dec. 31 — Disturbance, South 10th 
Street.

Jan. 1 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, East Pagosa Street.

Jan. 2 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, North 1st Street/Pagosa Street.

Jan. 2 — Shoplifting, Aspen Village 
Drive.

Jan. 3 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, Eagle Drive.

Jan. 3 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, Hermosa Street.

Jan. 3 — Suspicious activity/ve-
hicle, North 4th Street/Pagosa Street.

Jan. 3 — Fraud, U.S. 160.
Jan. 4 — Suspicious activity/ve-

hicle, San Juan Street.
Jan. 4 — Harassment, South 6th 

Street.
Jan. 4 — Criminal mischief, Her-

mosa Street.
Jan. 4 — Suspicious activity/ve-

hicle, 14th Street.
Jan. 5 — Criminal mischief, San 

Juan Street.
Jan. 5 — Suspicious activity/ve-

hicle, Aspen Village Drive.
Jan. 5 — Suspicious activity/ve-

hicle, North 5th street.
Jan. 6 — Criminal mischief, South 

5th Street.
Jan. 7 —Animal complaint, North 

5th Street.
Jan. 7 — Suspicious activity/ve-

hicle, Lewis Street.
Jan. 7 — Disturbance, East U.S. 

160.
Jan. 8 — Suspicious activity/ve-

hicle, South San Juan Alley.
Jan. 8 — Discharging firearm, 

Pinon Causeway.
Jan. 8 — Animal complaint, South 

6th Street.
Jan. 8 — Harassment, East 

Pagosa Street.
Jan. 9 — Suspicious activity/ve-

hicle, Pagosa Street.
Jan. 9 — Missing person, San Juan 

Street.
Jan. 10 — Theft, North 7th Street.
Jan. 10 — Animal complaint, San 

Juan Street.
Jan. 10 —Animal complaint, Na-

vajo Street.
Jan. 10 —Animal complaint, San 

Juan Street.
Jan. 10 — Animal complaint, San 

Juan Street.
Jan. 11 — Unauthorized use of 

dumpster, South 8th Street.
Jan. 11 — Drove vehicle with sus-

pended driver’s license, San Juan 
Street.

Jan. 11 — Suspicious activity/
vehicle, West U.S. 160.

Jan. 11 — Suspicious activity/
vehicle, San Juan Street.

Jan. 11 — Suspicious activity/
vehicle, East Pagosa Street.

Jan. 11 — Suspicious activity/
vehicle, Aspen Village Drive.

Jan. 11 — Suspicious activity/
vehicle, Lewis Street.

Jan. 12 — Threats, San Juan 
Street/Pagosa Street.

Jan. 12 — Criminal mischief, shop-
lifting, Aspen Village Drive.

Jan. 13 — Warrant arrest, Hillcrest 
Drive.

Jan. 13 — Drove vehicle with sus-
pended driver’s license, violation of 
restraining order, speeding, South 8th 
Street/San Juan Street.

Jan. 14 — Warrant arrest, Eagle 
Drive.

Jan. 14 — DUI, failed to display 
lights when visibility less than 1,000 
feet, Pagosa Street.

Jan. 14 — DUI, failure to signal, 
failed to observe/disregarded traffic 
control device, U.S. 160/Talisman 
Drive.

Jan. 17 —Harbored vicious animal, 
South 8th Street.

Jan. 19 — Careless driving, failed 
to notify police of accident, left scene 
without providing required information, 
Pinon Causeway.

Pagosa Springs Municipal 
Court: Judge Anthony D. Edwards

Jan. 9 — Elijah Castro, exceeded 
safe speed for conditions, three points 
off, fines, costs and fees — $156.

Jan. 9 — Ethan Chavez-Skok, 
exceeded safe speed for conditions, 
three points off, fine, costs and fees 
— $156.

Jan. 9 — Linda Clark, careless 
driving, four points off, fine, costs and 
fees — $202.

Jan. 9 — Ethan Gatske, careless 
driving, left scene without providing 
information after striking unattended 
vehicle, failed to report accident to 
police, 28 points off, fines, costs and 
fees — $467.

Jan. 9 — Mike Ray, unsafe back-
ing, two points off, fines, costs and 
fees — $72.

Archuleta County Court: Judge 
Justin P. Fay

Jan. 4 — Jeri J. Tallbrother, obedi-
ence to official traffic control device, 
fines and costs — $170.

Jan. 4 — Gregory Len Martin, 
driver’s license-driving without, regis-
tration-unregistered vehicle, fines and 
costs — $207.50.

Jan. 4 — William David Grant, 
speeding 5-9 over, fines and costs 
— $160.

Jan. 4 — Jeremy J. Dunn, speed-

ing 10-19 over, fines and costs — 
$225.

Jan. 4 — David Eugene Chavez, 
speeding 10-19 over, fines and costs 
— $225.

Jan. 4 — Joshua C. Hill, wildlife-
illegal possession of exotic, fines and 
costs — $385.50.

Jan. 4 — David Tsosie, marijuana-
under 21-possession/consumption, 
fines and costs — $26.

Jan. 4 — Elizabeth Dawn Bishop, 
dog at large, fines and costs — $536.

Jan. 4 — Russell Alan Zehr, wild-
life-violation of rule/reg, fines and costs 
— $221.50.

Jan. 4 — Tracy L. Burgett-Widger, 
speeding 10-19 over limit, fines and 
costs — $198.50.

Jan. 10 — Kaleb Everett Potter, 
alcohol-open container/drink in ve-
hicle, fines and costs — $105.50.

Jan. 12 — Robert John Lynn III, 
harassment-insults/taunts/challenges, 
12 months probation, fines and costs 
— $892.50.

Jan. 18 — Carlos F. Cardenas, 
alcohol-under 21-possession/con-
sumption, fines and costs — $71.

Jan. 18 — Chelsea Eleina Serrano, 
speeding 20-24 over, fines and costs 
— $290.

Jan. 18 — Kenneth Ray Ozee Jr., 
speeding 10-19 over, fines and costs 
— $225.

Jan. 18 — Linsey R. Mongragon, 
license plates-expired, fines and costs 
— $124.50.

Jan. 18 —Dwayne Duenas, speed-
ing 1-4 over, fines and costs — $120.

Jan. 18 — David M. Dipietro, fail 
obey traffic control device, fines and 
costs — $172.50.

Jan. 18 — Lacey Dillingham, 
speeding 10-19 over, fines and costs 
— $225.

Jan. 18 —Andrew Denny, driver’s 
license-driving without, tail lamp viola-
tion, fines and costs — $129.50.

Jan. 18 — Krema T. Benally, 
speeding 10-19 over limit, fines and 
costs — $210.50.

Jan. 18 — Austin Drake, speeding 
20-24 over limit, fines and costs — 
$321.50.

Jan. 18 — Elizabeth Y. Walsh, 
improper mountain driving, fines and 
costs — $149.50.

Jan. 18 — Dorothy J. Webster, 
speeding 10-19 over limit, fines and 
costs — $198.50.

Jan. 18 — Leeanna Lynette Fr-
esquez, speeding 1-4 over, fines and 
costs — $85.

Jan. 20 — Dylan Sanchez, disor-
derly conduct-unreasonable noise, 10 
days jail, fines and costs — $61.

6th Judicial District Court: Judge 
Justin P. Fay

No report.
6th Judicial District Court: Judge 

Jeffrey R. Wilson
Jan. 4 — Jonathan Martin Mon-

toya, driving under the influence, 90 
days jail, two years probation, 56 
hours community service, fines and 
costs — $2,669.50.

SUN photos/Randi Pierce
Following his being sworn in as Archuleta County sheriff, Mike Le Roux swore in Archuleta County Sheriff’s Office employees on Jan. 10.
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448 Pagosa Street

You bet!

Main Street Advisory Board holds first public meeting 
since gaining candidate status, discusses bylaws
By Derek Kutzer
Staff Writer

On Jan. 12, the Pagosa Springs 
Main Street Advisory Board held its 
first public meeting since becom-
ing an official candidate member of 
the Colorado Main Street Program. 

Being an official member will 
unlock available resources, such 
as mini-grants and scholarships, 
according to the program’s coordi-
nator Kathleen McFadden. 

The town program will also need 
to build a website and come up 
with an official name and logo to 
help market the program, accord-
ing to McFadden. 

At the meeting, one of the agen-
da items was for the board to ham-
mer out the details of its governing 
bylaws. 

McFadden presented a “rough 
draft” to the board for its consid-
eration and, hereafter, the meeting 
turned to the board’s collective 
editing of the bylaws document. 

McFadden will make the board’s 
suggested changes before the 
board’s next meeting, where it will 
vote on whether or not to adopt the 
finalized bylaws. 

Article 2, Section 1 of the draft 
document lays out the main pur-
poses of the town program. It in-
cludes four items in its statements 
of purpose: 

• To improve and revitalize the 
physical and economic condition 
of Pagosa Springs’ downtown area. 

• To disseminate information on 
and promote interest in the preser-
vation, history, culture, architec-
ture and public use of the down-
town area. 

• To hold meetings, seminars 
and other activities that foster the 
preservation of the downtown area, 
enhancing the understanding and 
appreciation of its history, culture 
and architecture.

 • To collaborate and partner 
with other entities that are engaged 
in similar purposes. 

However, board president Rick 
Holter suggested that this section 
needed more “spark.” 

His fellow board members ex-
pressed agreement, ultimately 
deciding to add a broader mission 

statement with a more energetic 
vision as a fifth point of purpose 
under this section. 

Moving forward, several of the 
board members noted that the 
program, as an entity spearheaded 
as an appendage of the Pagosa 
Springs Town Council, should be 
clearer about this in the bylaws and 
suggested adding various points in 
the document to show the town’s 
authority over the program. It was 
indicated that sections about fund-
ing, electing board members and 
even the dissolution of the program 
itself will be edited by McFadden to 
more clearly spell this out. 

One issue that was still open to 
the board’s discussion and input 
was the question about the geo-
graphic boundary of the program. 
This will ultimately be delineated in 
Article 4: Program Geographic Area 
of the bylaws document.

Some on the board indicated 
interest in creating a broader geo-
graphic area that would include 
Pagosa Street from its intersection 
with U.S. 84 all the way to 14th 
Street, which would include Motel 
SOCO and The Sage restaurant 
within its boundaries. Others want-
ed a tighter map, concentrating 
on the Historic Business District, 
East Village and East End, as well 
as Hot Springs Boulevard up to 
The Springs Resort, the so-called 
downtown core.

While the boundary question 
was not determined at the meeting, 
it was stressed by McFadden that, 
whatever the board decides, it does 
not have to be the final word on a 
boundary. 

For example, she explained that 
the statewide program allows local 
programs to add districts or areas 
into the program at later dates, 
which leaves open the future pos-
sibility of the geographic expansion 
of the Main Street program. 

At an onboarding training ses-
sion attended by McFadden on 
Jan. 4, she explained that the state 
program representatives suggested 
starting smaller so that the town 
can concentrate on its strengths 
and “not spread itself too thin.” 

However, once the program gets 
up and running and proves suc-

cessful, it can always add areas to 
its map later on, she said. 

It’s much easier to add than to 
subtract from the program, accord-
ing to McFadden. 

Whatever the boundary line the 
board chooses, it will be working on 
a 3-D map as a visual component 
for the local program’s website. 

Board member Rosanna Dufour 
explained that she has experience 
with ArcGIS StoryMaps, and board 
member Cindy Schultz noted that 
she can utilize software programs 
that she has access to at her other 
role as town planning manager to 
create an interactive map showing 
businesses, recreation areas and 
other downtown interest points. 

Another item in the governing 
bylaws that the board changed at 
the meeting was that the minimum 
number of board members shall 
be only seven members, rather 
than the nine stated in the original 
draft. The maximum number of 
board members will remain at 11 
members. 

Board secretary Barbara Swin-
dlehurst also recommended add-
ing an attendance policy for par-
ticipating board members under 
Article 5, Section 2. After some 
discussion, it was decided that 
the board could terminate a board 
member for missing three consecu-
tive meetings if the absences could 
be considered “unexcused.” 

The last item to be discussed, 
and the issue that garnered the 
most debate, was the issue of con-
flicts of interest, Article 13 of the 
bylaws. 

The rough draft of the bylaws 
states: “All Board members shall 
disclose at all times any and all 
conflicts of interest. If any Board 
member has a material financial 
interest in, is employed by, or has a 
close family member in a position 
of power over an entity associated 
with any formal agreement be-
ing discussed or voted upon, that 
Board member shall notice such 
conflict of interest to the Board and 
recuse themselves from all discus-
sions and votes.” 

However, since the majority of 
the board comes from the business 
community, some worried that 

this could become cumbersome to 
constantly navigate. 

Holter suggested that if a board 
member must recuse themselves 
from a particular discussion when 
there’s a potential conflict of inter-
est, the board may miss out on 
valuable information about that 
particular topic. 

 “I think the fear is, though, that 
if you have a powerful passionate 
board member who is arguing for 
something, then that can be seen as 
undue influence before the vote is 
taken, even if they leave when the 
vote is taken,” board member Jeff 
Posey said.

Holter suggested, “What if we 
said, recused themselves from ‘all 
decision making,’” instead of the 
draft language of “all discussion 
and votes?’” 

Posey agreed. 
But, Posey also said, “There’s 

another way to handle it, and that’s 
ad hoc,” which means “to disclose 
your conflict of interest” to the 
board “and then we vote on it.” 

He said, “We can say, OK, I think 
you can participate in this without 
causing any problems, so we’ll let 
you stay in by a majority vote, or a 
majority vote that says” the board is 
uncomfortable with this particular 
member participating. “[T]hat’s 
one way to handle it, ad hoc.” 

Dufour said, “It’s hard, because 
you’re dealing with a small town. 
A lot of people are going to be 
involved and have an interest in a 
lot of different things, you know. 
There’s only so many people to hire 
to do certain things.” 

Agreeing, Posey said, “It’s a 
tough thing. I don’t know. Anybody 
have any thoughts?” 

Dufour recommended that the 
board look into some other Main 
Street programs in the state to see 
what they have done on this issue. 

McFadden noted that she will 
bring some examples of this to the 
next meeting. 

“I will do some investigating,” 
she said. 

The next public meeting will be 
held from 4 to 6 p.m. in the Pagosa 
Springs Visitor Center conference 
room. 

derek@pagosasun.com

Fire district asks for help 
clearing snow around hydrants
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The third year of the Pagosa Fire 
Protection District’s Adopt a Fire 
Hydrant program is ongoing, ac-
cording to Fire Chief Randy Larson.

According to Larson, the program 
asks residents to shovel a 3-foot circle 
around a fire hydrant in their area 
and a path to the road to assist the 
district in keeping hydrants acces-
sible in case of structure fires.

Participants can then take a pic-
ture of the hydrant and post it on the 
Pagosa Fire Facebook page or email 
it to pio@pagosafire.com. 

Larson explained that residents 
are unlikely to damage a hydrant 
when using a snow shovel but 
should be careful if using a snow-

blower near a hydrant as it could 
both damage the hydrant and 
snowblower.

He added that most hydrants in 
the area include a flag attachment 
to increase their visibility in deep 
snow and that, if the flag attachment 
is missing, a resident can notify the 
district so it can replace the flag.

Larson noted that there are more 
than 2,000 hydrants in the area and 
“There’s no way in the world we can 
go out and clear all of them. ... We’ve 
got a four-person crew on every day, 
... so it’s kind of hard to keep up with 
them.”

He added that the PFPD’s vehicles 
carry approximately 1,000 gallons 
of water, which lasts less than five 
minutes in a structure fire.

Larson commented that if the 

department has to spend 10 minutes 
digging out a hydrant, “we’re way 
behind the curve.”

Larson explained that hydrants 
covered by snow can have water get 
into their caps during the freeze-
thaw cycle, making them difficult 
to open.

“That’s kind of our goal is to just 
get as many hydrants available as 
we can and where we can find them 
and ... just for the community to 
take a little pride and responsibility 
in protecting themselves and their 
neighbors from a catastrophic fire,” 
Larson stated.

The chief indicated that the de-
partment has already received “10 or 
12” submissions from the program 
this year.

josh@pagosasun.com

Conservation program available for landowners
By Cynthia Purcell
San Juan Conservation District

Are you interested in imple-
menting a conservation practice on 
your property, but need help with 
the cost? The San Juan Conserva-
tion District (SJCD) will be award-
ing grants to pay for 50 percent of 
your project, up to $4,000.

The SJCD is proud to offer a 
program started 17 years ago, 
Conservation Helping Hand, to 
assist landowners with property 

in Archuleta County and parts of 
Hinsdale and Mineral counties. 

Conservation practices to pro-
mote more efficient irrigation 
systems, the use of planned graz-
ing systems and healthy for-
est restoration that will benefit 
both livestock and wildlife will 
be considered. The SJCD is col-
laborating with the Upper San 
Juan Watershed Enhancement 
Partnership (WEP) to inventory 
all agricultural water use within 
the Upper San Juan Watershed, 

Blanco and Navajo basins. This 
is a community-driven process 
to understand local water supply 
needs and information gaps. As a 
result of this inventory, landown-
ers within the project areas will 
be given higher priority to receive 
funding to implement irrigation 
system improvements.

The SJCD will be accepting ap-
plications until May 5. Applications 
will be reviewed by the elected 
board members and prioritized 
n See Conservation A9
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for service in Aspen Springs Unit 6 
“involving a disturbance between 
two male subjects.”

According to the press release, 
“During the incident, one of the 
male subjects deployed a firearm 
and attempted to discharge the 
firearm at an ACSO Deputy. The 
second Deputy discharged their 
duty weapon at the male subject, 
neutralizing the immediate threat.”

It further notes that deputies 

“provided lifesaving support im-
mediately after the incident until 
medics arrived.”

“The incident was non-fatal, 
and the suspect was transported 
to hospital for treatment,” it notes.

According to the press release, 
the ACSO’s Officer-Involved Shoot-
ings and Death Policy was invoked 
“to ensure that the incident is in-
vestigated in a thorough, fair and 
impartial manner” and the “6th 
Judicial District Critical Incident 

Team was activated immediately to 
conduct an independent criminal 
investigation of the incident.”

The ACSO will also be conduct-
ing an administrative investigation 
of the incident, the press release in-
dicates, and both deputies involved 
have been placed on administra-
tive leave for the duration of the 
investigation “per protocol and 
Sheriff’s Office Policy and Operat-
ing Procedure.”

randi@pagosasun.com

the amended budget, Simmons 
pointed out that they ended up 
with a bottom line that includes 
a $6,813 surplus in the amended 
budget and highlighted the big-
gest changes in revenue between 
the budgets.

She noted there is about a 
$200,000 difference in general 
fund revenue between the adopt-
ed and amended budgets, from 
$1,677,334 in the adopted budget 
to $1,846,662.72 in the amended 
budget.

The amended budget reflects a 
lower number of enrolled students, 
from 133 in the adopted budget 
to 128 in the amended, as well as 
funding related to renovations to 
the school’s building.

“In this budget, we also, we in-
cluded the $120,000 building corp 
BEST match that had not been 
in our budget to date. We also in-
cluded a $168,000 MOU from the 
district,” Simmons said, reminding 
the board of the memorandum 
of understanding with Archuleta 
School District (ASD) that allowed 
PPOS to not pay Davis-Bacon 
wages and reduce the cost of the 
renovation project in exchange for 
federal ESSER funds.

PPOS’s owner’s representative 
for the construction project deliv-
ered news in November 2022 that 
the school’s renovation, which 
focused on safety and security, was 
finished on time and under budget, 
with an overall final forecasted 
project value savings of approxi-
mately $243,000.

Another change to the budget 
pointed out by Simmons on Jan. 17 
was to the school lunch program 
funding due to a decrease in par-
ticipation after PPOS had to start 
charging for lunches again.

Simmons also highlighted 
changes to the school’s expenses, 
which also went up and included 
the bonus for staff.

“Some of those increases in-
clude a 6 percent bonus to em-
ployees,” Simmons said, remind-
ing the board of it’s discussion in 
December 2022. “In order for us to 
stay even a little bit competitive, we 
feel it’s beneficial for us to look at 
a 6 percent bonus across the board 
for our teachers that would turn 
into ... permanent salaries in the 
next budget.”

Reali-Crossland noted at the 
board’s December 2022 meeting 
during a discussion about the pos-
sibility of hiring a grants or donor 
manager that she hopes to present 
an amended budget that includes a 
bonus or raise for staff in January.

She pointed out that ASD ap-
proved a 6 percent raise the pre-
vious night, adding that PPOS’s 
salaries were already 10-15 percent 
behind the district’s and were now 
20 percent behind.

She also noted the high cost of 
living in the community.

Reali-Crossland suggested later 
in the conversation that she would 
rather have stipends for staff to 
write grants for something they’re 
passionate about than hire some-
one because internal people are 
more effective due to their buy-in 
and knowledge.

Another big increase, Simmons 
noted on Jan. 17, is an increase 
in benefits due to the increase in 
salaries.

“There’s not a significant in-
crease in any line item,” she said.

Reali-Crossland also pointed 
out later in the meeting that the 
school will also be hiring a full-
time facilities manager/custodian 
beginning in March at a cost of 
approximately $55,000 annually 
plus benefits.

She noted that, offsetting that is 
$20,000 in a cleaning line item that 
likely won’t be spent.

In discussing the pay of the new 
staff member, Reali-Crossland ex-
plained that the person would be 
working more contract days than 
teachers and will be comparable to 
a leadership team member. 

Reali-Crossland noted the 
school also has 60 days of cash on 
hand, which is noted “is something 
we did not think we would accom-
plish for another five years.”

It was also noted at the December 
2022 meeting that the school’s rent, 
which it pays to the PPOS Building 
Corporation (the corporation pur-
chased the school’s building and 
holds the loan), would be increasing 
in 2023 by $1,600 a month.

But, in presenting the amended 
budget on Jan. 17, Simmons ex-
plained that the rent will be kept 
at $15,000 until the 2023-2024 fis-
cal year.

Other topics related to the bud-
get that were discussed during the 

work session were the possible 
acquisition of an activity bus that 
could also be used for route trans-
portation, that $8,000 is budgeted 
to fix the school’s walk-in cooler 
and the need to budget for technol-
ogy on a rotating basis.

The board unanimously ad-
opted the amended budget during 
the regular meeting with no addi-
tional discussion.

In other business
In other business at the meeting, 

the board:
• Approved a resolution desig-

nating the official posting place for 
notices of the board’s meetings will 
be the front door window located 
at the entryway of PPOS, which is 
located at 3133 Cornerstone Drive

Board member Lawrence Rugar 
questioned the posting placing, 
noting it blocks the window, but 
after additional discussion related 
to where the public can access and 
the requirement in state statute to 
designate a posting place, the reso-
lution was approved unanimously.

• Heard an update on the PPOS 
Building Corp. from Simmons 
following the resignation of two 
members of the organization and 
the announcement of an intended 
resignation from another. 

Simmons noted additional 
members have been recruited to 
serve on the Building Corp and it 
is looking for another.

She also added they are looking 
at creating realistic budget fore-
casts for the organization.

• Discussed a potential issue 
with the current kindergarten 
cutoff date (which determines if 
a child is old enough to attend 
kindergarten) and the upcoming 
universal pre-K.

The district’s cutoff date, which 
PPOS follows, is currently Sept. 15 
and the cutoff date for universal 
pre-K will be Oct. 1, leaving those 
whose birthdays fall Sept. 16 to 
Sept. 30 potentially not eligible for 
either.

Board member Michelle Car-
penter noted the state Department 
of Early Childhood acknowledged 
the discrepancy.

• Following an executive session, 
the board voted unanimously to en-
ter into negotiations on the renewal 
of Reali-Crossland’s contract.
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tee would likely need guidance and 
that, in her understanding, such 
guidance is typically not directly 
provided by the commissioners.

She added that a county staff 
member applied to serve on the 
transitional committee, which she 
supported, and that creating this 
internal board should be done be-
fore interviewing and seating the 
advisory board.

Commissioner Ronnie Maez 
stated that he would like to start 
with a small committee of people 
with health and finance knowledge 
who could then use their expertise 
to select additional committee 
members to assist in the process 
of creating the department.

Medina asked how many people 
should be on the advisory com-
mittee.

Maez proposed that the board 
should contain seven to nine 
members with a focus on includ-
ing medical experts to ensure that 
the board can assess the resources 
available and give direction to the 
county so that the county can “end 
up in a reasonable, sane place.”

Commissioner Warren Brown 

expressed support for Medina’s 
concept of an internal board and 
raised concerns about who would 
be doing the work on researching 
“facts, figures, programs” con-
nected to the health department’s 
formation.

Brown then reiterated his pro-
posal made at a previous work 
session that the county hire a 
consultant who could present 
information on the department to 
the committee, which could then 
make decisions on the direction of 
the department.

Brown noted that neither he nor 
the transitional team would know 
how to build a health department 
and that he would like to involve 
someone who does know how, 
adding, “This is a situation that we 
cannot fail. It’s not optional.”

Medina highlighted that the 
consultant hired by La Plata County 
is willing to share information with 
Archuleta County and would likely 
be willing to present their findings.

She added that she had also 
spoken with the Adams County 
Health Department, who had given 
her additional information, and 
that much of the work at present 

would involve the commissioners 
reaching out and gathering the 
information available to assist the 
internal committee.

“The information’s there and it’s 
being willingly given to us,” Medina 
stated. “So, I don’t think we need to 
have that cost or expense to hire the 
same consultant that they’re will-
ing to give us this information. We 
just need to do something already.”

Brown commented one of the 
barriers between La Plata County 
and Archuleta County in terms 
of public health is a desire for 
county-specific services, and he 
questioned whether it would be 
possible to translate information 
from La Plata County to create 
a health department tailored to 
Archuleta County.

“The cost of failing is far more 
than the cost of hiring the people 
to make sure this succeeds in a way 
that, across the board, serves our 
community,” Brown added, “I just 
wanna pay for it once.”

Medina commented that the 
basic obligations of the health de-
partment are outlined in statutory 
requirements and the department 
is unlikely to have the funding 

or grantwriting ability initially to 
provide additional services, which 
would “eliminate” the confusion 
about the department’s goals.

She added that the people who 
applied to serve on the advisory 
committee have a good under-
standing of the county’s needs 
and that a consultant would likely 
“regurgitate” the information pro-
vided to La Plata County while the 
county paid “full price.”

“But if we really want somebody 
to hold our hand through every 
step,” Medina said, “I guess we can 
do that. But, I feel like a lot of the 
information — and we’re a pretty 
smart group of people here — I 
feel like we can figure it out. I don’t 
feel like it’s hard with what’s gonna 
be provided and what we already 
have.”

Brown stated that he is con-
cerned about the structure of the 
department, not the programs, 
and Maez commented that the 
structure would be determined by 
the board of health once it is seated.

Maez added that the first step is 
getting the advisory committee 
seated.

He continued to note that al-
though “a lot has been really done 
well” with San Juan Basin Pub-
lic Health over its existence, the 
county is now starting from scratch 
and that selecting the committee 
and directing it to stay within the 
minimum requirements of state 
statute is “the best direction we can 
give them.”

Medina added that the BoCC 
will also have to give direction on 
how the board of health will be set 
up and asked Brown what timeline 
he would want for hiring a consul-
tant and what he would ask them 

to do.
Brown explained that the hiring 

would take place as part of forming 
the internal board and he would 
ask them to “tell me how to build 
this.”

The commissioners then briefly 
discussed the roles of the internal 
board and advisory committee and 
the capabilities of each, with Maez 
expressing confidence in the ability 
of the advisory committee to build 
a health department.

County Attorney Todd Weaver 
then proposed that the county 
could ask the consultant to submit 
a proposal on what they could do 
for the county and what the costs 
would be, highlighting that this 
would provide something tangible 
for the BoCC to consider.

Maez and Medina agreed that 
they would be willing to move 
forward with acquiring a proposal 
from the consultant while working 
on seating the committee.

County Manager Derek Wood-
man explained the county received 
17 applicants for the advisory com-
mittee and commented that the 
county needs to define how large 
the advisory committee would be 
and potentially use the internal 
board to vet applicants who do not 
meet the minimum requirements 
for the committee.

He added that Paralegal/Execu-
tive Assistant Mary Helminski had 
applied to be on the advisory com-
mittee, but he would recommend 
that she do this as an employee, not 
a volunteer, and assist in coordinat-
ing between the internal board and 
the volunteer advisory committee.

Woodman commented that he 
feels the county needs to move 
forward with interviewing and 

seating the advisory committee 
and added that he is meeting with 
La Plata County Manager Chuck 
Stevens and plans to ask him about 
the value of a consultant.

He stated that there are “so 
many moving pieces it clouds my 
mind” and noted the work would 
be spread across the internal board 
and the advisory committee.

Medina noted that creating the 
health department will require 
work from all the commissioners as 
well as extensive efforts from staff.

Brown proposed that the com-
mittee should be kept small at 
between five and seven members 
to facilitate progress, which Maez 
and Medina agreed with.

Weaver commented that La 
Plata County had instructed its 
transitional committee with goals 
and tasks for each quarter, which 
he recommended Archuleta Coun-
ty should do, and highlighted that 
the county would need to begin 
drafting certain new regulations by 
September to have them in place by 
the beginning of 2024.

Woodman added that staff will 
also have to obtain the proper certi-
fications, such as for on-site waste-
water treatment system permits, 
which would likely be handled by 
the Planning Department.

Brown then asked if Woodman 
could inform the members of the 
BoCC individually on the results 
of his meeting with Stevens on the 
benefits of having a consultant 
and “if collectively we think that’s a 
value maybe be able to give you di-
rection on ... pursuing a proposal.”

Woodman and the other com-
missioners agreed this would be 
feasible.
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stemming from the San Juan River. 
According to the district’s stra-

tegic plan, “In 2004, the District 
and PAWSD applied for a junior 
water right for a larger reservoir 
in Dry Gulch, a refill right, and 
specific filling sources and rates 
for it. Trout Unlimited opposed 
those claims, leading to protracted 
litigation and new standards from 
the Colorado Supreme Court for 
evaluating conditional water rights 
owned by municipal providers. 
The District, PAWSD, and Trout 
Unlimited eventually stipulated to 
a decree providing for a maximum 
storage capacity of 11,000 acre-feet 
for Dry Gulch Reservoir and other 
limitations on its use.”

More recently, SJWCD sought 
more accurate information on 
projections for future water needs, 
hiring the Lakewood-based water 
consultant company Wilson Water 
Group to conduct the analysis. 

The resulting study was a 24-
page “analysis of current and future 
water supply and demand through 
2050 in the Upper San Juan River 
basin.”

The goal of the analysis “was to 
document current and future de-
mands for water from municipal, 
agricultural, and environmental 
and recreational users and to 
propose potential solutions for 
meeting any potential shortages 
in water supply,” according to the 
study. 

Some in the community have 
expressed concern about the ac-

curacy of the Wilson Water study, 
but the latest plans for the reservoir 
are based on both this study and 
the previous legal findings of the 
Colorado Supreme Court, accord-
ing to board member Doug Secrist. 

 A formal decision would need 
to happen by both boards to work 
toward making the project a reality. 

On Jan. 23, SJWCD stepped up 
to the plate and voted to officially 
endorse the 11,000 acre-foot size 
for the reservoir. 

“One thing we thought that is 
needed is a decision by the board 
as to the size of the San Juan River 
Headwater Project,” board presi-
dent Al Pfister said.

“We are recommending that we 
go forward with a 11,000 acre-foot 
reservoir,” he said, hoping to give 
“an indication of what our intent 
is and see how PAWSD wants to 
support it, but also as part of our 
messaging to the community.” 

Secrist added, “It was pretty 
much my impression that the 
consensus on the board was that 
we look at 11,000 acre-feet as the 
target size for the reservoir.” 

He noted the 11,000 acre-foot 
size is “based in part by the Wilson 
Water Group study and then also 
in part by the court decision ... but 
we’ve realized it that I don’t think 
we’ve actually had a board motion 
that made it the official statement, 
so I guess that is what we’re looking 
at right now.”

He also said that the size of the 
reservoir could still change “de-
pending on what happens in the 

future ... but we thought it was 
important that the board at least 
have an agreed consensus backed 
up by an official motion that 11,000 
acre-feet would be the size of the 
reservoir.” 

“Do you want to make that mo-
tion, Doug?” Pfister asked.

“Sure, sure. I’ll move that we 
look at 11,000 acre-feet as the target 
size for the reservoir that we are 
proposing for the San Juan Head-
waters Project,” Secrist said. 

This was seconded by board 
member Bill Nobles, and the mo-
tion passed unanimously.

Pfister explained that he had 
talked with PAWSD Manager Jus-
tin Ramsey and attended several 
PAWSD meetings where he stressed 
that the two boards get together in 
a “joint work session.”

According to Pfister, PAWSD has 
yet to officially discuss the find-
ings of the Wilson Water Group 
study, but said that Ramsey will be 
bringing this up at PAWSD’s Jan. 
30 meeting. 

Pfister noted that he will also 
attend to “provide any additional 
input into questions” and to hope-
fully set up a joint work session, 
with a target date of sometime in 
February. 

Pfister also said that he’s going 
to reach out to the Colorado Wa-
ter Conservation Board for “as far 
as what staffing they might have 
for pre-construction, design and 
development” for the reservoir 
project. 

derek@pagosasun.com
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$175 Top-Shelf  
Ounces of Flower 

266 EAST PAGOSA STREET
970-264-0942

www.SmokeRingsCo.com
@SmokeRings420
@smokeringspagosa

@SmokeRingsPagosa

Leafly Weedmaps

Welcome to Welcome to 
20232023 Best prices in town!

Friendliest Bud-Tenders in the World!Friendliest Bud-Tenders in the World!

21+ RECREATIONAL DISPENSARY

We’ve got what you We’ve got what you 
need for your need for your 
winter projects!winter projects!

Vermeer Brush Chippers
Snorkel Man Lifts

And, as always:
Dump Trailers • Skid Steers

Carpet Cleaners
Chippers • Sewer Snakes

Concrete Blankets 
and more!

305 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

See our full line of equipment on 
pinevalleyrental.com

Shop local for your 
equipment rental needs

323 Hot Springs Blvd. 
800-225-0934 

pagosahotsprings.com

LIVE MUSIC
at the Springs Resort

5-7 pm in the Lodge Atrium

Friday, January 27 
Bob Hemenger

Saturday, January 28
Ron and Susan

Tuesday, January 31
Joel Racheff

Friday, February 3
San Juan Mountain Boys

Charcuterie Board $45
available for purchase during live music

The hisToric Pagosa BarThe hisToric Pagosa Bar
Draft Beer $3.75 in 16 oz. frozen mugs Draft Beer $3.75 in 16 oz. frozen mugs 

Well Drinks $5 • Cigar BarWell Drinks $5 • Cigar Bar
Happy Hour 5-7 • $3.25 draft • $4.50 wellHappy Hour 5-7 • $3.25 draft • $4.50 well

Open everyday 10-2 • Open everyday 10-2 • Historic Downtown Pagosa • 264-5798

based on the targeted resource 
concern, environmental ben-
efits and cost of implementation. 
Funded project applicants will be 
notified by May 12. All projects 

must commence by July 1 and be 
complete by Sept. 29. 

Technical assistance will be 
provided by Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) and 
all approved projects must meet 

NRCS standards and specifica-
tions.

Applications are available at the 
SJCD Office: 505A County Road 
600, (970) 731-3615. Please stop by 
or call for more information. 

Conservation
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Maez appointed BoCC chair, commissioners 
approve resolution for county reclassification
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Archuleta County Board of 
County Commissioners (BoCC) 
selected a new chair and vice chair, 
and approved a resolution for the 
reclassification of the county at its 
Jan. 17 meeting.

The appointment of board lead-
ership began with County Manager 
Derek Woodman explaining that 
the BoCC is required to reorganize 
and select a chair and a vice chair, 
who serves as the chair in the ab-
sence of the chair.

Commissioner Warren Brown 
stated that, as the previous vice 
chair, it would be his “honor” to 
represent the BoCC as the chair.

Brown, who was chairing the 
meeting prior to the reorganiza-
tion, then called for a motion for 
the reorganization of the BoCC.

Commissioner Ronnie Maez 
motioned to appoint himself as 
the chair, which was seconded by 
Commissioner Veronica Medina.

The motion then passed with 
Maez and Medina voting for Maez’s 
appointment and Brown voting 
against.

Maez then called for a motion 
for the appointment of a vice chair.

Medina motioned to appoint 
Brown vice chair and Maez sec-
onded.

However, Brown declined the 
nomination, and then Maez moved 
to appoint Medina as vice chair, 
which was seconded by Brown.

The motion for Medina’s ap-

pointment passed unanimously.
The BoCC also passed a resolu-

tion requesting the adjustment of 
the county’s category for fixing the 
salaries of county elected officials.

The resolution requests that the 
county’s classification be changed 
from III-B to III-A, which, as dis-
cussed at the Jan. 3 BoCC work 
session, would result in county 
officials having salaries 30 percent 
above the baseline for Category III 
counties instead of the 20 percent 
above the baseline that county 
elected officials currently receive 
under the III-B classification.

Woodman explained that any 
increase would not be effective 
until the beginning of the next term 
of office for each elected position.

Brown commented that he feels 
it is important that the county is 
“classified appropriately,” noting 
that none of the current commis-
sioners would realize these salary 
increases.

Maez added that the change 
would also bring the other county 
elected officials “up to speed” as 
they had previously been “held 
back” by the classification.

The board then unanimously 
approved the resolution.

In a later interview, Woodman 
explained that six counties, includ-
ing Archuleta County, are request-
ing reclassification and that the 
requests will be passed along to the 
lobbying organization Colorado 
Counties Inc., which is working 
with a member of the Colorado 
Legislature interested in sponsor-

ing a bill to reclassify the counties.
He indicated that this bill will 

likely be taken up in this legislative 
session and that the change would 
potentially occur by summer.

BoCC board appointments
The BoCC also made appoint-

ments to a range of boards and 
local organizations at the meeting.

This included appointing Wood-
man to the Airport Advisory Com-
mission, Maez to the Archuleta 
County Housing Authority, Medina 
to Archuleta Seniors Inc., Maez to 
the San Juan Area Agency on Ag-
ing and Mary Jo Coulehan as the 
primary representative to Club 20 
with County Attorney Todd Weaver 
being the alternate.

The board further appointed 
Brown to the Pagosa Springs Com-
munity Development Corporation 
with Woodman as an alternate, 
Maez to the Community Marijuana 
Offset Impact Fund, Medina to the 
Council of Governments, Maez to 
Growing Water Smart with Devel-
opment Director Pamela Flowers as 
an alternate, Weaver to the Region 9 
Economic Development District of 
Southwest Colorado with Medina 
as an alternate, and Medina and 
Brown acting as “co-chairs” for the 
San Juan Basin Public Health Board 
of Health.

In a Jan. 24 work session, Me-
dina clarified she was referring to 
the board for county’s new health 
department that will be formed.

Additionally, the board ap-
pointed Medina to the San Juan 

Headwaters Forest Health Part-
nership, Colorado State University 
Extension Director Robin Young to 
the Southwest Basins Roundtable, 
Maez to the Southwest Opioids 
Response District with Woodman 
as an alternate, Woodman to the 
Southwest Transportation Plan-
ning Region with Maez as an al-
ternate, J.R. Ford to the Southwest 
Water Conservation Board, Maez 
to the Pagosa Springs Area Tourism 
Board and Assessor Johanna Tully-
Elliott to the Pagosa Springs Urban 
Renewal Authority.

In response to a question from 
Maez noting that both Brown and 
Medina had indicated interest in 
serving on the Airport Advisory 
Commission and questioning why 
Woodman had been appointed, 
Woodman explained that the Air-
port Advisory Commission bylaws 
required that, since the BoCC ap-
points the members of committee, 
the county representative to it be 
the county manager.

In response to a question from 
Medina, Woodman clarified that 
the Colorado Workforce board 
had been removed from the list 
of boards due to having only met 
a single time and being largely 
defunct at present and that staff 
had been unable to immediately 
find information on the Strategic 
Priorities Expenditure Advisory 
Board and was not recommend-
ing an appointment to the board 
until further information is col-
lected.
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Nominations open for eight local district elections
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

Nominations are open for a vari-
ety of local district elections, includ-
ing the Pagosa Fire Protection Dis-
trict (PFPD) and the Upper San Juan 
Health Service District (USJHSD).

PFPD
The PFPD election will be held 

on May 2 between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
and will involve the election of two 
directors for four-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance 
forms are available from Designated 
Election Official (DEO) Tomi Bliss 
and must be filed with her by 5 p.m. 
on Feb. 24.

Bliss can be reached at 165 N. 
Pagosa Blvd. or by email at tbliss@
pagosafire.com.

Applications for absentee bal-
lots must be submitted to Bliss by 
April 25.

Los Pinos  
Fire Protection District

The Los Pinos Fire Protection 
District is also holding an election 
on May 2 between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. 
where three directors will be elected 
for four-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance 
forms must be submitted to DEO 
Rebecca Flinders by Feb. 24 and are 
available from her.

The office of the DEO is located 
at 275 Browning Ave. in Ignacio and 
is open between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

The DEO can be reached by 
phone at (970) 563-9501.

An affidavit of intent to be a 
write-in candidate forms must be 
submitted to the DEO by Feb. 27, 
and applications for absentee bal-
lots must be submitted by April 25.

USJHSD
The USJHSD is holding an elec-

tion on May 2 between 7 a.m. and 
7 p.m. to elect three directors for 
four-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance 
forms are available from and must 
be submitted to DEO Heather 
Thomas by Feb. 24, and affidavit 
of intent to be a write-in candidate 
forms must be submitted by Feb. 27.

Thomas can be reached at 95 S. 
Pagosa Blvd., by phone at (970) 
507-3815 and by email at DEO@
psmedicalcenter.org.

Applications for absentee ballots 
must be submitted to the DEO by 
April 25.

Metro districts
Five local metro districts are also 

holding elections on May 2 from 7 
a.m. and 7 p.m.

Piedra Park Metropolitan  
Improvement District

The Piedra Park Metropolitan 
Improvement District is electing two 
directors for four-year terms and 
three directors for two-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance 
forms must be submitted to DEO 
Edna Marquez by Feb. 24, and af-
fidavit of intent to be a write-in 
candidate forms must be submitted 
to Marquez by Feb. 27.

Marquez can be reached at 55 
Milton Lane in Arboles, by phone 
at (970) 883-5445 or by email at 
piedrapark@yahoo.com.

Self-nomination forms can be 
acquired at 55 Milton Lane.

Applications for absentee ballots 
must be submitted to the DEO by 
April 25.

Aspen Springs Metro District
The Aspen Springs Metro District 

is electing three directors to serve 
for three-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance 
forms must be submitted to the 
DEO by 3 p.m. Feb. 24, and affidavit 

of intent to be a write-in candidate 
forms must be submitted by 3 p.m. 
Feb. 27.

Such forms can be obtained from 
the DEO or on aspenspringsmetro.
org.

The DEO may be contacted by 
mail at P.O. Box 488, Pagosa 
Springs, CO 81147, by phone at 
(970) 731-5656 or by email at info@
aspenspringsmetro.org.

Applications for absentee ballots 
must be submitted by 3 p.m. on 
April. 2.

Alpha Rockridge  
Metropolitan District

The Alpha Rockridge Metropoli-
tan District is electing two directors 
to serve for three-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance 
forms must be submitted to DEO 
Gary Lansdale by Feb. 24, and af-
fidavit of intent to be a write-in 
candidate forms must be submitted 
to Lansdale by Feb. 27.

Self-nomination forms can be 
obtained on alpharockridgeroad-
district.com.

Lansdale can be contacted by 
mail at P.O. Box 5637, Pagosa Springs 
CO, 81147 or by phone at (505) 486-
1437.

San Juan River Village  
Metropolitan District

The San Juan River Village Met-
ropolitan District is electing three 
directors for four-year terms and 
two directors for two-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance 
forms are available from and must 
be submitted to DEO Cynthia Pur-
cell by Feb. 24, and affidavit of intent 
to be a write-in candidate forms 
must be submitted by Feb. 27.

Purcell can be contacted by mail 
at P.O. Box 5551 Pagosa Springs 
Colorado, 81147, by phone at (970) 
946-8385 and by email at cynthia@
sanjuanrivervillage.com.

Applications for absentee ballots 
must be submitted to the DEO by 
April 25.

Loma Linda  
Metropolitan District

The Loma Linda Metropolitan 
District is electing three directors 
for four-year terms.

Self-nomination and acceptance 
forms are available from DEO Mat-
thew Fischer and must be filed by 
Feb. 23.

Fischer can be contacted at 858 
San Juan Drive, by phone at (970) 
264-9335 or by email at either em-
fischer1987@gmail.com or loma-
lindmd@gmail.com.

Self-nomination forms must be 
turned in at 858 San Juan Drive.

Applications for absentee ballots 
may be filed with the DEO at 858 
San Juan Drive between 9 a.m. and 
4 p.m. until April. 25.
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Public Meetings
The following meetings are subject 

to change.

Thursday, Jan. 26
Pagosa Springs Town Council 

work session. 5 p.m., Town 
Hall council chambers, 451 Hot 
Springs Blvd. See town website 
for participation information: 
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Monday, Jan. 30
Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation 

District regular board meeting. 
5 p.m., administrative offices, 

100 Lyn Ave. Join Zoom meeting: 
www.zoom.us, meeting ID: 847 
7428 6969, passcode: 886372.

Tuesday, Jan. 31
Archuleta School District Board 

of Education special meeting. 5 
p.m., Zoom. For information on 
joining the Zoom meeting, visit 
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/
asdco/Board.nsf/Public#.

Wednesday, Feb. 1
Pagosa Springs Community De-

velopment Corporation board 
meeting. 5-6:30 p.m., Ross Ara-

gon Community Center, 451 Hot 
Springs Blvd. Join Zoom meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83
552743149?pwd=Z0RXejNJQXo
0TkNNZmlYM0h4UHB5QT09.

Monday, Feb. 6
Pagosa Springs Community De-

velopment Corporation quar-
terly membership meeting. 
8-8:30 a.m., Tennyson Event 
Center, 197 Navajo Trail Drive. 
Join Zoom meeting: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/857159133
02?pwd=d2lDVWM1L0RBT1A4
Q2lnYWhybjRtQT09.
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Sports
Swim

Lady Pirates take fifth at Gunnison Cowboy Invite

Photo courtesy Heather Miller
Lady Pirate Emma Gantt works through the fly turn on the 200-meter medley relay at the Gunnison Cowboy 
Invite on Jan. 20. The relay team took fourth in the event.

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Lady Pirate swim team finished 
fifth at the seven-team Gunnison 
Cowboy Invite on Friday, Jan. 20.

Gunnison took first at the invite 
with 492 points — 126 more than 
Durango, who came in second. The 
Lady Pirates ended the day with 
259 points.

“I think we did well, especially 
considering we only got to practice 
2 times last week due to the snow 
days!” coach Heather Miller wrote 
in an email to The SUN.

Miller wrote that the team 
worked on freestyle technique last 
week prior to the meet, noting, 
“for many it helped but for some 
we need to do a bit more work to 
lengthen out their strokes.”

A pair of Lady Pirate teams took 
part in the 200-meter medley relay 
at the event.

The team of Lynelle Bartz, Karis 
Blackman, Emma Gantt and Ivanna 
Erne finished fourth with a time of 
two minutes, 9.46 seconds, earning 
30 points for the team.

Miller wrote the team cut an-
other two seconds from its time 
“after dropping quite a bit of time 
the week before in Grand Junction.” 

The team of Ariel Slead, Leah 
Blackman, Evelyn Rose and Kali 
Jury finished in 2:37.97, placing 
them seventh and earning 12 
points for the Lady Pirates.

In the 200-meter freestyle, Erne 
finished seventh with a time of 

2:30.33, garnering 12 points for 
the team.

Baylee Rollins followed in 16th 
with a time of 3:07.53, earning one 
point.

Eleven Lady Pirates took part in 
the 50-meter freestyle: Rose finished 
eighth in 29.92 seconds to earn 11 
points, Gantt finished 10th in 30:65 
seconds to earn seven points, Jury 
finished 22nd with a time of 32.32 
seconds, Dharma Adams finished 
26th in 32.72 seconds, Cadence 
Pair finished 31st in 35.93 seconds, 
Marlowe Hedgecock followed in 
32nd in 37.96 seconds, Leah Black-
man finished 33rd in 38.34 seconds, 
Gemma Slingerland finished 34th in 
41.42 seconds, Bella Gutierrez fin-
ished 37th in 42.58 seconds, Slead 
finished 38th in 43.54 seconds and 
Charlie Gutierrez finished 39th with 
a time of 44.16 seconds.

Erne finished second in the 
100-meter fly, earning 17 points 
for the team.

Six Pirates took part in the 
100-meter free, with Bartz finishing 
11th with a time of 1:08.22 to earn 
six points. Karis Blackman finished 
22nd with a time of 1:16.32. Pair 
finished 30th in 1:22.63, followed 
by Rollins in 31st with a time of 
1:26.58, Slingerland in 32nd with a 
time of 1:32.50 and Bella Gutierrez 
in 33rd with a time of 1:40.97.

Gantt earned second in the 
500-meter freestyle, garnering 17 
points for the team, with a time of 
7:06.98.

“Emma Gantt was one of our 
standout performances, dropping 

nearly 20 seconds in the 500 free,” 
Miller wrote.

Three Pagosa teams took part in 
the 200-meter freestyle relay.

The team of Bartz, Jury, Rose and 
Erne finished fourth with a time of 
1:59.74, earning 30 points.

The team of Karis Blackman, 
Pair, Hedgecock and Adams fin-
ished 10th and earned 14 points 
with a time of 2:18.89.

The team of Rollins, Slingerland, 
Leah Blackman and Bella Gutierrez 
finished 13th with a time of 2:44.07, 
earning eight points.

Erne took seventh in the 100-me-
ter backstroke, finishing with a time 
of 1:26.64 and earning 12 points. 
Slead finished 11th and earned six 
points with a time of 1:36.90. Charlie 
Gutierrez finished 15th and earned 
two points with a time of 2:08.14.

Six Lady Pirates competed in the 
100-meter breaststroke, with Bartz 
finishing fourth with a time of 
1:22.96, which earned 15 points.

Bartz is now a few seconds away 
from the state qualification time for 
the event, according to Miller.

Karis Blackman finished 10th in 
the event and earned seven points 
with a time of 1:35.20. Leah Black-
man finished 17th in 1:35.20. Ad-
ams finished 19th with a time of 
1:28.82, followed by Hedgecock 
in 20th with a time of 1:40.64. Jury 
finished 22nd in 1:49.22.

Two Pirate teams competed in 
the 400-meter freestyle relay.

The team of Adams, Rollins, Pair 
and Gantt finished fifth and earned 
28 points with a time of 5:21.93.

The team of Bailee Shallen-
berger, Bella Gutierrez, Charlie 
Gutierrez and Slingerland finished 
seventh with a time of 6:42.90, 
earning 24 points.

This week, according to Miller, 

the team will continue to work on 
freestyle technique and work on 
building speed ahead of a pair of 
meets in Alamosa.

On Friday, Jan. 27, the team will 
face off against the Sargent Farm-

ers in a dual that begins at 4 p.m. 
in Alamosa.

On Saturday, Jan. 28, the team 
will take part in a meet with Sargent 
and others. That meet is slated to 
begin at 11 a.m.

Basketball

No. 4 Pirates improve to 11-2 on season

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Blake Laner fights for a shot against Bayfield on Jan. 21. Laner had 23 points and 19 rebounds in the win.

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Pirate basketball team picked up 
two more wins over the last week to 
improve to 11-2 on the season and 
2-1 in the 3A/4A Intermountain 
League (IML), which puts them 
third in the league.

The team continues to be in the 
top five in Colorado 4A boys’ bas-
ketball according to the Ratings 
Percentage Index (RPI), sitting 
fourth as of Wednesday.

The Pirates faced off against the 
3A Bayfield Wolverines in a league 
contest on Saturday, Jan. 21, in 
Pagosa.

The Pirates held Bayfield to two 
points in the game’s opening quar-
ter while scoring 18.

Each team scored 12 in the sec-
ond, giving the Pirates a 30-14 lead 
at halftime.

The Wolverines cut into Pagosa’s 
lead in the third by besting the Pi-
rates 15-11 to make the score 41-29 
in favor of the Pirates.

Pagosa outscored Bayfield 14-13 
in the fourth.

The Pirates won 55-42.
“We played well in the first quar-

ter,” coach Wes Lewis said Wednes-
day, adding, “I thought we let 
up a little bit with our defensive 
intensity.”

The team also suffered a loss in 
the second when Aaron Aucoin 
suffered an injury that took him 
out of the game.

“We obviously lost Aaron Aucoin 
in the second quarter, which is a big 
blow to us,” he said. 

He noted the team also played 
good defense in the first quarter, 
but wasn’t great after that.

“We had some individuals who 
played pretty well, but as a team I 
didn’t think we were very good, and 
after the first quarter,” Lewis added.

Blake Laner had a double-dou-
ble on the night, leading the team 
with 23 points and 19 rebounds. 
He also had five blocks and a steal.

Gunner Dozier and Kayson Sha-
han each had 10 points, with six of 
Dozier’s points coming on fourth-
quarter free throws and Shahan 
logging a pair of 3-pointers. Dozier 
also had two assists and a steal. 
Shahan also had a double-double 
with 10 rebounds, as well as two 
assists and a steal.

Chase Harper, Seth Aucoin and 
Aaron Aucoin each had four points. 
Harper also had four assists, and 
Aaron Aucoin had one rebound and 

a block prior to his injury.
Colt Lewis had one rebound, 

three assists and a steal.
Nate Kinsley had one rebound.
The team made 12 of 27 at-

tempted free throws and turned 
the ball over 17 times.

On Tuesday, the Pirates took on 
the 3A Gunnison Cowboys.

By the end of the first, Pagosa 
held a one-point lead, 16-15, and 
by halftime led 34-22.

The Pirates held the Cowboys to 
four points in the third while scor-
ing 10 to hold a 44-26 lead heading 
into the game’s final quarter.

The Cowboys bested the Pirates 
19-12 in the fourth, leaving Pagosa 
with a 56-45 win.

Wes Lewis indicated the team 
did not correct its issues from the 
previous game.

“We’re not playing very well 
right now, and we’ve got to get 
some things figured out and some 
things corrected,” he said.

He acknowledged some of that 
stemmed from being without 
Colt Lewis for several games and, 
shortly after his return, losing 
Aaron Aucoin.

“I think that’s a big deal,” he said, 
adding, “I think we should still be 
playing better, but that has had a 
hand in it. There’s a lot of factors 
that are going into it, and it’s my job 
to get it figured out and get it cor-
rected and get it turned around.”

Shahan picked up 18 points, six 
rebounds, an assist and a block.

Laner added 17 to the score-
board. He also had eight rebounds, 
an assist, a block and four steals.

Dozier’s 14-point effort included 

four 3-pointers. Dozier also had a 
rebound and six assists.

Harper had three points, a re-
bound, three assists, a block and a 
pair of steals in the game.

Colt Lewis had two points, three 
rebounds and two assists.

Kinsley had a rebound, three 
assists, a block and two steals.

Seth Aucoin had a rebound, an 
assist and a steal.

The team made nine of 15 at-
tempted free throws and turned 
the ball over 12 times. 

The game against Alamosa 
originally scheduled for Jan. 20 
was canceled due to inclement 
weather and has been rescheduled 
for Jan. 31.

With the rescheduled game, the 
Pirates will face three league oppo-
nents over the next week.

On Friday, Jan. 27, the Pirates 
will head to Cortez for a 7 p.m. 
matchup with the Montezuma-
Cortez Panthers.

The Panthers are 5-6 on the 
season and 1-2 in league play, 
which puts them fourth in the IML.

The Panthers are the No. 26 
team in the 3A RPI standings.

At 4 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 28, 
the Pirates will face the Centauri 
Falcons in Pagosa.

The Falcons are the No. 4 team 
in the 3A RPI standings with an 
11-2 overall record. They sit second 
in the IML with a 3-1 league mark.

The Pirates lost to the Falcons 
43-38 on Jan. 13 in La Jara.

Then, on Tuesday, the Pirates 
will welcome the Mean Moose to 
town.

Alamosa is the No. 3 team in the 
3A RPI standings and sits atop the 
IML. The Mean Moose are 11-1 on 
the season and 3-0 in league action.

“The biggest game on your 
schedule is your next game, so right 
now we’ve got to worry about and 
concentrate on Cortez and what 
they try to do and, in the meantime, 
try to fix some of our problems 
along the way. And, yeah, it’s rapid 
fire, there’s a lot of games in a short 
amount of time,” he said. “We’ve 
just got to clean up some things and 
get some fire lit under us again and 
hopefully we can right the ship.”

randi@pagosasun.com

“The biggest game 
on your schedule 
is your next game, 
so right now we’ve 
got to worry about 

and concentrate on 
Cortez and what 

they try to do and, 
in the meantime, try 

to fix some of our 
problems along the 

way.”
Coach Wes Lewis

Community 
news.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100
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BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service 
you and your family through providing quality in our 
work, and being timely and efficient. 
Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing 
water. Water mixed with the normal environments 
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding 
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 
system installations and repairs as well as moisture 
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER 
RESTORATION  

FLOOD 
MITIGATION

DUCT CLEANING
Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor 
Removal

MountainMenDM.com • mail@mountainmendm.com 

“From the start of disaster to moving back 
into your home, We Are Committed 

to the process of restoration.”

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
970-731-4081 to reserve your ride!

Or, book online at GoWJP.com

Shuttle to Wolf Creek!
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Please call 970-731-4081 24 hours prior to reserve your spot! 
$20 One Way • $30 Round Trip*

*All return trips depart at 4:15 p.m. sharp.
Don’t be late! We are running on a tight schedule!

Monday-Sunday from (by reservation only)
 Wilderness  Alpen Quality Ski & Bow
 Journeys Haus Inn Rack 
 7:30 am 7:40 am 7:50 am 8:00 am

*CUSTOM rides may be scheduled based upon AVAILABILITY
Return shuttle from Wolf Creek at 4:15pm

PUC# 16400

ATTENTION

Pagosa Area 
Artists
We are organizing a meeting 

to discuss logistics for creating a 
Pagosa Springs Artist Studio Tour for 2023. 

If interested in participating, 
please contact Mark at 

mark@epsteinclayworks.com or call 214-770-3085.

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year

Debbie Loewen, Broker
(970) 946-3480
debbie@ownpagosa.com
WolfCreekCoRealty.com

Call me today to view these properties!

448 PAGOSA STREET

117 Carefree Place
3 bedroom, 2 bath, .27 acres, deck, 

vaulted ceilings, open concept, 
peek-a-boo lake views

MLS 798875 • $535,000

54 Lisa’s Court
3 bedroom, 2 bath, views of Broken 
Off Point & Dyke Valley, 1.24 acres

MLS 799359 • $299,000 

148 Pike Drive
3 bedroom, 2 bath, cabin, centrally 

located, mountain views, deck, 
1 acre in town

 MLS 797666 • $445,000

44 Tee Court
3 bedroom, 2 bath, upgraded, 

ranch style, cul-de-sac, .29 acres
MLS 796486 • $479,000

117 Ute Drive
1.01 acres, Aspen Springs 4, flat, 
treed lot with mountain views

MLS 797349 • $39,500

225 Oak Place
1 bedroom, 1 bath, 1.07 acres, deck, 
mountain/ valley views, cathedral 

ceiling, cul-de-sac, newly built
MLS 800226 • $349,000

367 Hollow Drive
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2.2 acres, newly 
remodeled, granite counter tops, no 

HOA, cul-de-sac, wood stove
MLS 800141 • $373,000

Under ContractUnder Contract

Under ContractUnder Contract

Basketball

Lady Pirates pick up pair of wins, sit second in league
By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Lady Pirate basketball team sailed 
to a 49-point win over the Bayfield 
Wolverines on Saturday, Jan. 21, 
and a nine-point win over the Gun-
nison Cowboys on Tuesday, Jan. 24.

With the wins, the Lady Pirates 
improve to 3-10 on the season. 
They sit second in the 3A/4A Inter-
mountain League (IML) with a 2-1 
record and moved up to the No. 26 
spot in the 4A Ratings Percentage 
Index (RPI) standings.

“I think ... finally we got the 
consistent part,” coach Sarah 
Osborn said Tuesday. “I’m getting 
seven girls in the books scoring 
consistently and it’s all pretty 
spread out, so that makes it tough 
to guard for other teams.”

The Lady Pirates built a double-
digit lead early in the game against 
Bayfield, leading 19-6 at the end 
of the first quarter and 36-10 at 
halftime.

The team picked up another 21 
points in the third while limit-
ing Bayfield to four and held the 
Wolverines scoreless in the fourth 
while scoring six to round out the 
63-14 victory.

“Bayfield, they should have 
come out and beat them and 
they’ve worked on a lot of things. 
We’ve worked on our press, and 
they got those steals. They got 
confident to do that,” Osborn said, 
adding the Pirates rebounded really 
well and didn’t give the Wolverines 
any second-chance shots. “And I 
think our defense is just taking it up 
a notch to give us more opportuni-
ties on offense.”

Chantelle Caldwell had 17 points 
on the night, as well as four re-
bounds, an assist and three steals.

Elizabeth Currier tallied 15 
points, four rebounds, four assists 
and eight steals.

Karsyn Shahan picked up nine 
points, all on 3-pointers, and had 
two rebounds, four assists and 
three steals.

Daveyann Snarr and Annie 
O’Donnell each logged eight points. 
Snarr also had two rebounds, three 
assists and a steal. O’Donnell had 
seven rebounds, a steal and a block.

Kylie Ketchum had four points, 
a rebound, two assists, four steals 
and two blocks.

Lexi Campbell had two points 
and two rebounds. Vida Maes had 
a rebound and four assists. Amber 
Snarr had two steals and Cassie 
Brunson had a steal and a block.

The Lady Pirates made six of 12 
attempted free throws. The team 
turned the ball over six times.

On Tuesday, the Lady Pirates 
welcomed Gunnison to town for a 
nonleague matchup.

The teams were even at 8-8 each 
after the first quarter.

“We came out pretty slow first 
quarter,” Osborn said. “I think 
that was kind of a waste of eight 
minutes.”

The coach added the team didn’t 
come out offensively strong or de-
fensively strong, but picked it up 
after that.

Pagosa then went on to outscore 
the Cowboys in the remaining three 
quarters — 14-10, 14-10 and 14-13, 
respectively — to log the 50-41 win.

“They played well being in foul 
trouble,” Osborn said, adding the 
subs did their part to keep the start-
ers on the bench without letting the 
game drop any.

She also noted the team, for the 
first time this season, logged transi-

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Lady Pirate Chantelle Caldwell puts up a shot in the team’s 63-14 win over Bayfield. Caldwell led the team with 
17 points in the game.

tion points in the game.
“We’ve been missing that part of 

our game, for sure,” she said.
Currier scored 16 in the game, 

which included a 3-pointer, and 
had one rebound, five assists and 
two steals.

O’Donnell picked up 10 points, 
six rebounds and an assist.

Shahan had nine points, which 
included a 3-pointer. She also had 
four assists and four steals.

Osborn highlighted the assists 
by Currier and Shahan in the game.

“As my two point guards, that’s 
really good because they’re getting 
their share of shots, but they’re also 
now creating for their teammates, 
which is huge,” she said.

Caldwell had six points and five 
rebounds.

Ketchum put up five points, and 
had four rebounds, two assists, two 
steals and a block.

Daveyann Snarr and Brunson 
each had two points. Snarr also 

pulled down three rebounds.
Amber Snarr logged a steal.
Pagosa made four of eight free-

throw attempts. The team turned 
the ball over 10 times.

“I think definitely our subs are a 
lot more confident now,” Osborn 
said, highlighting Daveyann Snarr, 
Brunson and Amber Snarr. “That 
part has finally come along where 
I feel comfortable subbing and the 
game isn’t dropping any.”

The game against Alamosa 
originally scheduled for Jan. 20 
was canceled due to inclement 
weather and has been rescheduled 
for Jan. 31.

That means Lady Pirates will 
face three league opponents over 
the next week, beginning with a 
Friday game in Cortez.

The Pirates will face off against 
the Montezuma-Cortez Panthers at 
5:30 p.m. on Friday.

The Panthers are 3-6 on the 
season and 1-2 in the IML, placing 

them fifth.
They are the No. 36 team in the 

3A RPI standings.
On Saturday, the Lady Pirates 

will welcome the Centauri Falcons 
to town for an afternoon matchup 
that is set to begin at 2:30 p.m.

The Falcons are the No. 5 team 
in the 3A RPI standings and sit atop 
the IML with a 4-0 league record 
and 11-2 overall mark.

Pagosa previously fell to Cen-
tauri 40-28 in La Jara on Jan. 13.

Then, on Tuesday, the Pirates 
will face the Alamosa Mean Moose, 
who are seventh in the 4A RPI 
standings and third in the IML 
with a 9-4 overall record and 1-1 
league mark.

The game is set to begin at 5:30 
p.m.

Osborn indicated the team will 
have few practices coming up due 
to the game schedule.

“But, the nice thing is, scouting 
n See Ladies A12
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Wrestling

Favorite subject: English 
Comments from coaches Darcy 
DeGuise and Heather Miller: 
“While new to the team this year 
and fairly new to the sport of 
swimming, Bailee has not only fit 
in with our crew of graceful water 
nymphs, but has also excelled 
in her own athletic prowess and 
leadership abilities. In practice 
Bailee never gives up even when 
a particular swim set is daunting 
or difficult. She maintains a posi-
tive attitude while encouraging 
the other swimmers in her lane 
to do the same. She stays focused 

throughout practices and always 
strives to learn something new that 
she can integrate into her stroke 
work. Bailee exhibits a friendly at-
titude to all her teammates, which 
is why everyone feels comfortable 
and accepted when they are near 
her. At our most recent swim meet, 
Bailee took on the leadership role 
for her relay — gathering the swim-
mers well ahead of their event and 
preparing them for the race. She 
is certainly making our team and 
the sport better because of her 
dedication to swimming and to 
her teammates. ”

Triple Impact 
Student-Athlete 

of the Week 
Baillee Shallenberger
Swim and track and field

wise, we know what we’re go-
ing into,” she said. “We’ve gotta 
know that they’re playing their 
best against Centauri and we can 
practice a lot of things coming out 
against Cortez. And we still have to 
come ready to play against Cortez, 
but it’ll be a nice kind of warm up.”

She noted the upcoming games 
will be tough, but good.

“I think between Centauri, Ala-
mosa and us, like that top of the 
league is hand in hand,” she said, 
noting Alamosa barely lost to 
Centauri, Pagosa was close with 
Centauri until the fourth quarter.

She added being home will also 
make a difference against Centauri, 
where the Lady Pirates are more 
comfortable.

randi@pagosasun.com

Ladies
n Continued from A11

Pirates win two of three duals, bring record to 7-1
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Pirate wrestling team won two of its 
three duals this weekend, bringing 
the team to a 7-1 record overall in 
duals this season.

The Pirates defeated Bayfield on 
Jan. 20 before being defeated by 
Centauri and beating Buena Vista 
on Jan. 21.

The Pirates’ first dual was 
against Bayfield in Bayfield on Jan. 
20, which Pagosa won 57-24.

Pagosa scored 12 points in for-
feits  in  the 215-pound and 
190-pound weight classes and won 
eight of the remaining 12 matches.

Coach Dan Janowsky com-
mented that the dual had gone 
“very well,” noting that Bayfield is 
“always capable” of being competi-
tive and that he is pleased with how 
the Pirates wrestled.

He added that he felt the team 
“showed very well” in the closely 
contested “swing matches” that 
determined the overall outcome 
of the dual.

The dual began at the 215-pound 
weight class, with the first con-
tested match occurring in the 
285-pound weight class, where 
Antonio Quesada was pinned in 
38 seconds, scoring six points for 
Bayfield.

Anthony Manzanares in the 
106-pound weight class then 

pinned his opponent in two min-
utes, 31 seconds, scoring six points 
for the Pirates.

According to Janowsky, Man-
zanares continues to improve and 
develop confidence, triumphing 
in a “solid win” over an opponent 
he has beaten before, but where 
Janowsky believed there was the 
potential for an upset.

At 113 pounds, Gabe Ramirez 
pinned his opponent in 2:48, scor-
ing another six points.

The coach highlighted Ramirez’s 
“come-from-behind” win where he 
was trailing early before making 
some “good moves and good deci-
sions” to end with a pin.

He added that Ramirez is a 
freshman who is slowly transition-
ing into the varsity lineup.

M i c h a e l  T h o m a s ,  i n  t h e 
120-pound weight class, was 
pinned in 2:35, giving up six points 
to Bayfield.

Colton Lucero, in the 126-pound 
weight class, gained a pin in 1:31, 
scoring six points.

At 132 pounds, Luke Tressler 
scored six points by pinning his 
opponent in 1:15.

Wyatt Hoover, in the 138-pound 
weight class, was pinned in four 
minutes, giving Bayfield six points.

Jacob Miller, in the 144-pound 
weight class, pinned his opponent 
in 1:42, scoring six points for the 
Pirates.

Janowsky explained that Miller 

had been defeated by his opponent 
previously and had a “nice bounce 
back” from the previous week’s Mel 
Smith Invitational.

C h a n d l e r  M a z u r,  i n  t h e 
150-pound weight class, achieved 
a pin in 2:49, scoring six points.

At 157 pounds, Derek Carter 
won in a 5-2 decision, scoring three 
points.

The coach stated that Carter is 
“really starting to figure it out” in 
terms of determining his strengths 
and wrestling to them, and that he 
triumphed in a “tight” match.

Harley Armijo, in the 165-pound 
weight class, was pinned by his op-
ponent in 1:51, scoring six points 
for Bayfield.

He a t h  F u l b r i g h t ,  i n  t h e 
175-pound weight class, pinned 
his opponent in 2:30, scoring six 
points for Pagosa.

At the Randy and Naomi Keys 
Duals event in La Jara the next day, 
the Pirates first faced — and were 
defeated 39-35 by — the Centauri 
Falcons.

Pagosa scored 12 points in for-
feits in the dual, in the 215-pound 
and 285-pound weight classes, 
while Centauri scored six points off 
a forfeit in the 120-pound weight 
class.

Pagosa won four of the remain-
ing 11 matches.

Janowsky noted that Centauri 
has a “good lineup” and has outper-
formed Pagosa at recent tourna-

ments, making the Falcons “fairly 
heavily favored.”

He stated that the dual came 
down to one match in terms of 
points, which he suggested was an 
indicator that Pagosa has a “good 
team.”

The dual began in the 120-pound 
weight class and the first contested 
match was in the 126-pound weight 
class, where Lucero was beaten in 
a 6-2 decision, scoring three points 
for Centauri.

Tressler pinned his opponent in 
5:02, scoring six points.

The coach noted that Tressler 
wrestled well at both events, al-
though he is currently experiencing 
a knee problem that is limiting his 
wrestling in certain ways.

Hoover was defeated in a 15-4 
major decision, giving up four 
points to the Falcons.

Miller was defeated in a 16-0 
technical fall, scoring five points 
for Centauri.

Mazur defeated his opponent in 
a 15-0 technical fall, scoring five 
points for Pagosa.

Carter achieved a pin in 4:46, 
scoring six points for the Pirates.

Armijo was pinned in 2:40, scor-
ing six points for Centauri.

Fulbright was defeated in a 7-0 
decision, scoring three points for 
Centauri.

Janowsky commented that Ful-
bright is “expecting more” than 
his results at the duals and will be 

Photo courtesy Eric Smith
The Continental Divide Freeride team had an impressive showing at the 
first annual Wolf Creek IFSA competition. The team fielded nine skiers 
and snowboarders on a competition at Alberta Peak. Local Logan Lam-
oreaux placed first in U12 snowboard. Ryder King and Eric Smith placed 
second and third, respectively, in 12-14 snowboarding. They are pictured 
with coach Tony Madrid. 

“working hard to make that hap-
pen.”

Connor Kelly, in the 190-pound 
weight class, pinned his oppo-
nent in 1:26, scoring six points for 
Pagosa.

Janowsky noted that Kelly had a 
“good day” and put in his best 
performance to date this season, 
which he called “very, very encour-
aging.”

Manzanares was pinned in 3:59, 
giving Centauri six points.

Ramirez was pinned in 52 sec-
onds, giving Centauri six more 
points to conclude the dual.

Later that day, the Pirates faced 
and defeated the Buena Vista De-
mons 48-31.

The Pirates scored 12 points in 
forfeits in the 144-pound and 
175-pound weight classes, while 
the Demons scored six points with 
a forfeit in the 120-pound weight 
class.

Pagosa won five of the remain-
ing 11 matches.

T h e  d u a l  o p e n e d  i n  t h e 
126-pound weight class, where 
Lucero was defeated in a 12-0 ma-
jor decision, scoring four points for 
Buena Vista.

The coach stated that Lucero 
competed against two wrestlers 
with previous state placements in 
the duals with Centauri and Buena 
Vista.

Tressler pinned his opponent, 
scoring six points for Pagosa.

Hoover was defeated in an 11-7 
decision, scoring three points for 
the Demons.

Mazur pinned his opponent, 
while Tucker Haines,  in the 
157-pound weight class, was 
pinned, scoring the Pirates and 
Demons each six points.

Armijo and Kelly both pinned 
their opponents, scoring 12 points 
for the Pirates.

Chris Rafferty, in the 215-pound 
weight class, and Quesada were 
both pinned, scoring 12 points for 
the Demons.

Manzanares and Ramirez both 
pinned their opponents to end the 
dual, scoring 12 points.

The Pirates will next compete in 
a dual against Montezuma-Cortez at 
home at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 26.

Janowsky explained that this 
dual will be the team’s second 
Intermountain League dual of the 
season and, if the team wins, they 
will advance to the league champi-
onship dual.

He commented that the team is 
“looking forward” to the dual and 
noted that Montezuma-Cortez will 
likely have difficulties in the dual 
due to having openings in their 
lineup, although he noted that the 
Pirates are more focused on win-
ning individual battles than on the 
team score.

The Pirates will then compete in 
the Butch Melton Invitational on 
Saturday, Jan. 28, which he noted 
will involve a large number of 
matches for each wrestler due to 
the bracketing of the tournament.

Janowsky explained that the 
team had had a lighter practice 
schedule over the previous two 
weeks due to finals week and snow, 
but will be focusing on improving 
the physical aspects of its wrestling, 
such as conditioning, pace and ag-
gression, in the coming weeks.

“It’s going to be one of those 
periods where we ... get tired and 
we work through our tiredness 
and we push ourselves a little bit,” 
Janowsky said. “It’s one of those 
pushes ... that you have to have 
from time to time during the year. 
... We’re looking to peak, so we’re 
gonna expend a lot of energy over 
the next two weeks and then we 
can kind of taper back after that.”

As of Jan. 20, Tressler is ranked 
fourth in the 3A 132-pound weight 
class and Lucero is ranked third in 
the 3A 126-pound weight class by 
On the Mat, which is the ranking 
system used by the Colorado High 
School Activities Association.

josh@pagosasun.com

Unified Bowling

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Two members of Pagosa Springs High School’s Unified bowling team were recently honored for their work 
for the fall season. Left, Samuel Kelley was named to the all-state first team. Carson Pilgrim was named to 
the second team.

Youth 
volleyball 
leagues 
open for 
registration
By Trevor Gian 
Town of Pagosa Springs  
Parks and Recreation

The Recreation Department is 
now accepting registrations for 
9-10 and 11-12 volleyball. 

The 9-10 league is instructional 
only, with no formal games, on 
Mondays and Wednesday at the 
Ross Aragon Community Center. 

The 11-12 league will have prac-
tices and games on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at the Community 
Center. 

The registration fee is $40 for the 
first child and $20 for the second 
child. The registration deadline is 
Feb. 24. 

The instructional league and the 
11-12 practices will start in late 
February with games for the 11-12 
league starting late March and run-
ning through April. 

Please call the Recreation De-
partment with any questions, (970) 
264-4151, ext. 233.

You can register online at 
https://www.pagosasprings.
co.gov/recreation-division or stop 
by the Community Center to fill 
out a form.

Gymnastics
The Recreation Department is 

also looking for a gymnastics in-
structor. For more information, 
call the office at (970) 264-4151, 
ext. 232 or 233.

Recreation News

Wolf Creek reports fun race results
By Shelley Raymond
Wolf Creek Ski Area

Wolf Creek Ski Area hosted its 
second fun race for the season on 
Sunday, Jan. 8. The modified grand 
slalom course was held on Lower 
Charisma with a groomed base of 
fresh snow. The race brought with 
it a turnout of 52 racers, with racers 
traveling from as far away as Chile, 
Florida and Arkansas. 

The overall winner for the day 
was Corbin Horrocks, of South 
Fork, with the fastest time of 27.68 
seconds. Dan Hultgren, of St. Pe-
tersburg, Fla., came in a very close 
second with a time of 27.89. Third 
place went Nolan Kay, of Pagosa 
Springs, with his equally impres-
sive time of 28.12 seconds.

The ladies’ race also had an 
outstanding showing, with most of 

the race times coming in under 45 
seconds. Lydia Mundd, of Pagosa 
Springs, came in first place to finish 
at 35.08 seconds. Allison Barrett, of 
Lakewood, Colo., took second with 
her time of 39.00 seconds, and third 
place went to Tatyana Strickland, 
of Waco, Texas, with a race time 
of 39.39.

Ellie White placed first in the 
Girls 6-8 with a time of 44.34.

In the Girls 9-11, Lydia Mundd 
placed first with a time of 35.08 and 
Katelynn Fricky placed third with a 
time of 49.23.

Rylan Zoden placed first in the 
Boys 9-11 with a time of 30.58, 
Aiden Zoden placed second with 
a time of 33.84, and Jaycob Carden 
placed third with a time of 37.50.

In the Boys 15-27, Isaiah Go-
odrich placed second with a time 
of 37.86 and James Burke placed 

third with a time of 45.79.
Nolan Kay placed first in the 

Boys 18-20 with a time of 28.12.
In the Men 41-50, Matt Lewis 

placed third with a time of 32.52.
Eric Bloom placed first in the 

Men 61-70, with a time of 39.35.

Play hard, Pirates!
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Protecting your interests
LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE

BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS
New location: Downtown, above the theatre

422 PAGOSA ST., NO. 5
 970-880-0468 • 412-508-1060

P.O. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS • jyg44law@gmail.com

Pagosa’s premier business center 
has an opening for your well-run business.

For info on leasing in the uptown Pagosa Country Center 
(City Market center), call Mike McTeigue

914-588-5651

Grow your 
business! 

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Taste the differenceTaste the difference

Shop us
Tuesdays at our warehouse  — 140 Seminole Unit 8

Every day at The Choke Cherry Tree — 56 Talisman Unit 8C
Online at www.grassrootsmeats.com  •  970-582-0166

Sign up for our e-mail list and receive 10% off your first 
order. Just enter GRASSROOTS_10 at checkout.

Grass finished beef
Grass finished lamb
Organic free range chicken
All natural pork
All natural duck

that over 20 years of experience
finishing animals on grass can make

A1 Taxi
970-585-4903

Fully licensed and insured! 
Smoke-free vehicles!

Local discount system- just ask! 
8am-8pm daily or by appointment!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

Reliability 
Matters!

Courtesy 
Counts!

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160)  • (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

H Got Gold? Get Cash! H
Turn your old, broken jewelry 

into CASH TODAY
We buy gold, 

silver, guns, 

ammo and 
more.

Need $100? Need $5,000? 
Come see us now!

$ CASH LOANS $
Short-term loans based on collateral only, we take collateral on the following:

Cars • Trucks • Trailers • ATVs • Motorcycles 
Guns • Gold • Jewelry • Silver & More

Outdoors

Upper San Juan Search and Rescue seeks 
volunteers to serve our community
By Laura Brooks
Upper San Juan Search and Rescue

All year long, a group of dedi-
cated, local volunteers is called 
out to help people who are lost or 
injured in the back country. Trained 
volunteers with the Upper San 
Juan Search and Rescue respond 
to lost person reports, injuries and 
emergency situations — often in 
challenging conditions.

Once a year in February, the 
group seeks new volunteers with 
the skills, time and fitness to join 
the group and serve their commu-
nity. If you’ve ever thought about 
becoming a recruit, now is the time 
to apply.

The 2023 application period will 
open in February. Applications are 
accepted once a year from Feb. 1 

through Feb. 28. Volunteers must 
be at least 18 years of age and 
willing to submit to a background 
check.

Once your background check is 
successfully completed, you will 
be evaluated for physical fitness to 
take part in searches which occur 
in rough mountainous terrain, day 
or night, and in all types of weather. 
Mental qualifications involve the 
ability to cope with finding a criti-
cally injured or deceased victim.

The group will interview all ac-
cepted applicants by March 31.

Before being accepted as a 
member, you must undergo train-
ing in outdoor rope-based ac-
tions, patient assessment, care 
and packaging, navigation skills, 
and knot-tying knowledge. Victim 
evacuations, searches, technical 

rescues, rappelling and climbing 
are strenuous, sometimes hazard-
ous activities. The group provides 
training to new members to help 
mitigate risks and improve mission 
success.

Once accepted, new members 
should obtain CPR training and 
certification within one year, con-
tinue with their training, and be 
willing to use their phone for navi-
gation apps and Active 911 alerts.

Volunteers are expected to stay 
in good physical condition and 
know when they are unable to per-
form because of sickness or other 
obligations. It is each member’s 
responsibility to obtain competent 
instruction, choose quality equip-
ment and use adequate safety 
precautions. The main goal of 
search and rescue is always to per-

form a successful rescue on every 
mission. There is no “glory” in a 
mountain rescue. Although there 
may be great personal satisfaction, 
participation in a mission involves 
long periods of waiting, followed 
by long periods of very hard and 
disagreeable work.

Volunteering for search and 
rescue can be extremely reward-
ing by allowing you to sharpen 
your skills and serve with a pro-
fessional group in challenging 
conditions.

If you would like to apply for 
membership, please visit the Up-
per San Juan Search and Rescue 
website at https://www.usjsar.org 
and fill out the application.

Upper San Juan Search and Res-
cue is a branch of the Archuleta 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Mountain Landscape Project open house set for Feb. 2
Trail system, gravel pit and more 
proposed for Jackson Mountain area
By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The San Juan National Forest’s 
Pagosa Ranger District will hold 
an in-person public open house 
on Feb. 2 to provide an opportu-
nity for the public to learn about 
several proposed projects in the 
Jackson Mountain area northeast 
of Pagosa Springs.

The open house will be held 
from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Ross Aragon 
Community Center, located at 451 
Hot Springs Blvd.

The open house will provide 
the public opportunities to ask 
questions, look at maps and talk 
with Forest Service resource spe-
cialists about the project, accord-
ing to a press release. 

It adds the open house is op-
tional and is not the only way to 
provide comments to the San Juan 
National Forest.

Proposed projects
The press release explains the 

proposed project area is northeast 
of Pagosa Springs and north of the 
San Juan River Village subdivision 
in Archuleta County. 

“The Forest Service is looking 
at projects in this area because 
Jackson Mountain is a hub of 
activity, with multiple forms of 
recreation and active vegetation 
treatments pointing to a need 
for a broadscale, landscape-level 
analysis to address future man-
agement goals and activities,” it 
states. 

The press release explains pro-
posed activities include:

• The creation of a “sustainably 
designed” trail system with up to 
40 miles of mountain bike and 
multiuse trail options and the re-
construction and expansion of the 
existing Turkey Creek Trailhead. 

• Additional parking areas, 
trailheads, toilets and signage 
are being considered along the 
Jackson Mountain Road (Forest 
Service Road 037). 

• Fuels reduction and vegeta-
tion management activities be-
ing considered include thinning, 
mowing, mastication and tree 
harvests. These activities are 
intended to help improve forest 
health and resiliency, reduce fuels 
and regenerate aspen stands cur-
rently in decline. 

• Archuleta County has ex-
pressed interest in opening a 
noncommercial gravel pit in the 
Jackson Mountain area to provide 
a local source of material for use 
on county and Forest Service 
roads.

An Interactive StoryMap show-
ing the location of the proposed 
trail system, areas being con-
sidered for fuels and vegetation 
management, and the proposed 
gravel pit, is available at https://
storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/
6501abb8bc454f9685f6d65803d

b78c5.
Maps and other information 

are also available on the project 
website at https://www.fs.usda.
gov/project/?project=61809. 

Comments accepted  
until Feb. 23

The press release notes that 
electronic comments are pre-
ferred and can be submitted via 
an online comment form on the 
project website. It can be found 
under the “Get Connected” head-
ing on the right-hand side of the 
page and click on “Comment/
Object on Project.”

For more information about 
this proposal, please contact the 
following:

• Recreation — Paul Blackman, 
(970) 264-1505 or paul.black-
man@usda.gov.

• Veg/fuels management — 
Adam Tlachac, (970) 264-1513 or 
adam.tlachac@usda.gov.

• Gravel Pit — Jamie Blair, (970) 
560-6630 or james.blair2@usda.
gov. 

Changes to distribution of big game hunting licenses considered
Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
(CPW) is considering changes to 
policies and regulations that direct 
the distribution of big game hunt-
ing licenses in Colorado. 

To help inform this process, 
CPW is looking for input from resi-
dents and nonresidents interested 
in big game hunting in Colorado. 
Visit https://engagecpw.org/big-
game-license-distribution. 

CPW is encouraging the public 
to complete this comment form 
and share their thoughts on the 
current big game license distribu-
tion process. The comment form 
will be open through Feb. 20. 

Results from this comment form 
will be shared with the CPW Com-
mission to inform its decision-
making process on big game li-

cense distribution. 
Changes that are being consid-

ered include: 
• A preference point banking 

system.
• Averaging group applicant 

preference points.
• Updating the high-demand 

hunt code split from 80 percent to 
residents and 20 percent to non-
residents to 90 percent for residents 
and 10 percent for nonresidents.

• An across-the-board license 
allocation of 75 percent to residents 
and 25 percent to nonresidents. 

These topics under consider-
ation were requested by the CPW 
Commission. The results of the 
comment form will be discussed 
with the commission at its March 
15-16 meeting. 

Changes that have already been 
made include: 

In November 2022, the CPW 
Commission approved an update 
to big game license allocation. 
The three-year preference point 
average that is used to determine 
high-demand hunt codes that are 
allocated 80 percent to residents 
and 20 percent to nonresidents was 
updated such that CPW will use 
the most recent three years (with a 
one-year lag). 

The commission decided to 
retain the six preference point 
threshold used to determine high-
demand hunt codes, which added 
about 1,200 deer and elk hunt 
codes to the 80/20 allocation of 
high-demand hunts. This change 
will be effective for the 2023 big 
game hunting season.

Why is CPW evaluating big game 
license distribution now? Due to 
the complexity of the subject as 

well as on-going interest from 
stakeholders, the CPW Commis-
sion requested that license dis-
tribution be reviewed separately 
from the upcoming Big Game 
Season Structure. Members of the 
Colorado General Assembly also 
showed interest in making changes.

YOU 
MADE 

THE RIGHT 
CHOICE.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
264-2100

Photo courtesy Matt Martin
Racers for the 4km ready at the starting line during the Red Ryder BB Gun Biathlon hosted by the Pagosa Nordic Club on Saturday, Jan. 21.
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Public 
Notices

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLORADO
109 Harman Park Drive
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Plaintiff: The Board of County Commissioners of 
Archuleta County, CO 
v.
Defendants: Capital Ventures Inc., Pagosa Lakes 
Property Owners Association, Pagosa Area Water and 
Sanitation District, Archuleta County Public Trustee, 
and all Unknown Persons Who Claim Any Interest in the 
Subject Matter of this Action.
Case Number 2022CV030072
Attorney or Party Without Party:
Todd A. Weaver, Reg. No. 31708
P.O. Box 1507
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Phone Number (970) 264-8321
Fax Number: Withheld Pursuant to Rule
Email: TWeaver@ArchuletaCounty.org
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT: CAPITAL 
VENTURES, INC.
You are hereby summoned and required to appear and 
defend against the claims of the complaint fi led with the 
court in this action, by fi ling with the clerk of this court an 
answer or other response. You are required to fi le your 
answer or other response within 35 days after the service 
of this summons upon you. Service of this summons shall 
be complete on the day of the last publication. A copy of 
the complaint may be obtained from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to fi le your answer or other response to the 
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the 
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered 
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the 
complaint without further notice.
Dated: January 12, 2023
Published in The Pagosa Sun.
First Publication: January 19, 2023.
Last Publication: February 16, 2023.
Published January 19, 26, February 2, 9 and 16, 2023 
in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA, STATE OF 
COLORADO
Archuleta County District Court
109 Harman Park Dr.
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
970-264-5932 
Case No.: 2022CV030079
Division: 1
Ctrm: 
Plaintiff: CROWLEY RANCH RESERVE OWNERS’ 
ASSOCIATION, INC., a Colorado nonprofi t corporation
v.
Defendants: FLOYD SEITZINGER; DEBRA 
SEITZINGER 
Attorneys for Plaintiff:
Orten Cavanagh Holmes & Hunt, LLC
Hal R. Kyles, #23891
1445 Market Street, Suite 350
Denver, CO 80202
Phone Number: (720) 221-9780
Matter ID #3115.0003 

SUMMONS [BY PUBLICATION] 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO TO THE 
ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:
You are hereby summoned and required to appear and 
defend against the claims of the complaint fi led with the 
court in this action, by fi ling with the clerk of this court an 
answer or other response. You are required to fi le your 
answer or other response within 35 days after the service 
of this Summons upon you. Service of this summons shall 
be complete on the day of the last publication. A copy of 
the complaint may be obtained from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to fi le your answer or other response to the 
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the 
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered 
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the 
complaint without further notice.
This is an action of foreclosure pursuant to Rule 105, 
C.R.C.P. to the real property situate in Chromo, Colorado 
more particularly described as Crowley Ranch Res 4 Lot: 
D-12 CRR 4 Twn: 32N Rng: 1E, County of Archuleta, 
State of Colorado.
Dated: January 9, 2023.
ORTEN CAVANAGH HOLMES & HUNT, LLC
By: /s/ Hal R. Kyles 
Hal R. Kyles, #23891
Published in The Pagosa Springs Sun
First Publication: January 19, 2023
Last Publication: February 16, 2023
This Summons is issued pursuant to Rule 4(g), Colorado 
Rules of Civil Procedure.
Published January 19, 26, February 2, 9 and 16, 2023 
in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, STATE OF 
COLORADO
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
DATE FILED: December 16, 2022 12:00 PM
Case No. 2022DR29
In re the Marriage of:
JIMMY DEE ELLEDGE, Petitioner
and
MICHELLE MONTOYA-ELLEDGE, Respondent
Action for Dissolution of Marriage
TO THE ABOVE NAMED RESPONDENT MICHELLE 
MONTOYA-ELLEDGE: A copy of the Petition and 
Summons may  be obtained from the Clerk of this Court 
during regular business hours. Default judgment may 
be entered against Respondent, if Respondent fails to 
appear or fi le a response within thirty-fi ve days after 
date of Publication.
/s/ Debbie Tully
Clerk of the District Court
Archuleta County
109 Harman Park Dr/PO Box 148
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Published January 19, 26, February 2, 9 and 16, 2023 
in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF PROPERTY AT TAX 
LIEN SALE

AND OF APPLICATION FOR ISSUANCE OF 
TREASURER’S DEED

To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of 
the hereinafter Described Land, Lot or Premises, and 
to the Person in Whose Name the same was Taxed or 
Specially Assessed, and to all Persons having Interest of 
Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To Whom 
It May Concern, and more especially to:

Delfi n Martinez
P O BOX 97

CHROMO, CO 81128
Dora Jaramillo

C/O LEO JARAMILLIO
25250 RIVERSIDE AVE

WARRENVILLE, ID 60555
Josefi ta Valdez, now deceased

C/O MARCIA RUBILDA GARCIA
P O BOX 384

PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO 81147
Demetrio Martinez, now deceased
C/O BEVERLY JEAN MARTINEZ

2544 RIO VISTA WAY
FARMINGTON, NM 87401

Joe Eloy Martinez, now deceased
C/O MURRAY ARNOLD MARTINEZ

1780 POINSETTIA AVE
ENGLEWOOD, FL 34223

Demetrio Martinez, now deceased
C/O MARKIE LEROY MARTINEZ
3861 COUNTY ROAD 391 # 3861

CHROMO, CO 81128
John O. Martinez

C/O ANETTE MCINNIS

4410 COUNTY ROAD 359
CHROMO, CO 81128

You and each of you are hereby notifi ed that on the 7th 
day of November 2019, the then County Treasurer of 
Archuleta County, in the State of Colorado, sold at public 
tax lien sale to Mark Shannon the following described 
property situate in the County of Archuleta, State of 
Colorado, to-wit:

The W1/2SW1/4 of Section 1, Township 32 North, 
Range 1 West, N.M.P.M. and the N1/2NE1/4 of 

Section
11, Township 32 North, Range 1 West, N.M.P.M. and 
the N1/2NW1/4 of Section 12, Township 32 North,
Range 1 West, N.M.P.M., all in Archuleta County, 

Colorado.
LESS AND EXCEPT those Parcels in the N1/2NE1/4 

of Section 11, Township 32 North, Range 1 West,
N.M.P.M. and the N1/2NW1/4 of Section 12, 

Township 32 North, Range 1 West, N.M.P.M., 
Archuleta

County, Colorado, being designated as Parcel 1, 
Parcel 2, and Parcel 3 as set forth and shown on 

the
Survey recorded July 22, 1985 as Reception No. 

132566.
ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT that Tract of land in 

the N1/2NW1/4 of Section 12, Township 32 North, 
Range 1

West, N.M.P.M., Archuleta County, Colorado, being 
more particularly described in Quitclaim Deeds
recorded September 7, 1999 as Reception Nos. 
99008961, 99008962, 99008963, 99008964, and 

99008965.
Account Number: R017099

Schedule Number: 615101300081
Tax Sale Certifi cate Number: 2019-04768

and said County Treasurer issued a certificate of 
purchase therefore to Mark Shannon.
That said tax lien sale was made to satisfy the delinquent 
property (and special assessment) taxes assessed 
against said property for the year 2018;
That said property was taxed or specially assessed in 
the name(s) of Demetrio Martinez, now deceased and 
Josefi ta Valdez, now deceased and Dora Jaramillo and 
Delfi n Martinez and Joe Eloy Martinez, now deceased 
and John O. Martinez for said year 2018;
That said Mark Shannon on the 12th day of December 
2022, the present holder of said certifi cate (who) has 
made request upon the Treasurer of said County for a 
deed to said property;
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said property 
to Mark Shannon on the 24th day of May 2023, unless 
the same has been redeemed;
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any 
time prior to the actual execution of said Treasurer’s 
Deed.
Witness my hand this 3rd day of January 2023
/s/ Elsa P White  
Elsa P White, Treasurer of Archuleta County, Colorado
Published January 26, February 2 and 9, 2023 in The 
Pagosa Springs SUN.

DISTRICT COURT, Archuleta COUNTY, STATE OF 
COLORADO
CIVIL ACTION NO. 2022CV030038
DIVISION NO. MG
INITIAL COMBINED NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 
OF REAL PROPERTY AND RIGHT TO CURE AND 

REDEEM
Plaintiff, Pagosa Lakes Property Owners Association
v.
Defendants, DONALD DEEN BOOTH; ANITA T. BOOTH

SHERIFF SALE 2022-11
This is to advise you that a Sheriff sale proceeding 
has been commenced through the Archuleta County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce pursuant to a Court Order and Decree 
dated October 7, 2022, and C.R.S. 38-38-101 et seq., by 
Pagosa Lakes Property Owners Association, the current 
holder of a lien recorded on September 5, 2019 at Rec. 
No. 21905036, in the records of the Clerk and Recorder 
of the County of Archuleta, State of Colorado. The judicial 
foreclosure is based on a default under the Declaration 
of Restrictions Pagosa, recorded on June 24, 1970 at 
Reception No. 73297 in the records of the Clerk and 
Recorder of the County of Archuleta, State of Colorado. 
The Declaration and notices, as recorded, establish a 
lien for the benefi t of Pagosa Lakes Property Owners 
Association, WHICH LIEN BEING FORECLOSED MAY 
NOT BE A FIRST LIEN ON THE SUBJECT PROPERTY 
AND IMPROVEMENTS.
Description of property to be foreclosed:
Regarding: Lot 343 and 344 Pagosa Trails. According 
to the offi ce plat of record in the Offi ce of the County 
Recorder in and for Archuleta County, Colorado. 
Also known as: 54 Landau Dr, Pagosa Springs CO 81147

NOTICE OF SALE
You and each of you are hereby notifi ed that a Sheriff’s 
Sale of the referenced property is to be conducted by the 
Civil Division of the Sheriff’s Offi ce of Archuleta County, 
Colorado at 10:00 a.m., on the 22nd day of March 2023, 
at 85 Harman Park Dr., Pagosa Springs, CO 81147; 
phone number 970-264-8434. At which sale, the above-
described real property and improvements thereon will 
be sold to the highest bidder for cash or certifi ed funds, 
for the purpose of paying the judgment amount entered 
herein, and will deliver to the purchaser a Certifi cate of 
purchase, as provided by law.
Plaintiff makes no warranty relating to title, possession, or 
quiet enjoyment in and to said real property in connection 
with this sale.
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE LIEN BEING FORECLOSED 
MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN ON THE SUBJECT 
PROPERTY.
First Publication: January 26, 2023
Last Publication: February 23, 2023
Published In: Pagosa Sun 
The name and address of the attorney representing the 
holder of the evidence of the debt is as follows:
ORTEN CAVANAGH HOLMES & HUNT, LLC
1445 Market Street, Suite 350
Denver, CO 80202
DATED this 5th day of January, 2023.
Rich Valdez, Sheriff
Archuleta County, Colorado
By: /s/ Lorena Medina
Lorena Medina, Offi ce Manager 
Published January 26, February 2, 9, 16 and 23, 2023 
in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
(NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF)

§1-13.5-501, 1-13.5-1102(3), 32-1-905(2), C.R.S.
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and, particularly, to the 
electors of the Upper San Juan Health Service District 
d.b.a. Pagosa Springs Medical Center of Archuleta and 
portions of Hinsdale and Mineral County(ies), Colorado.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election will be held 
on the 2nd day of May, 2023, between the hours of 7:00 
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. At that time, three (3) directors will 
be elected to serve 4-year terms. 
Eligible electors of the Upper San Juan Health Service 
District interested in serving on the board of directors may 
obtain a Self-Nomination and Acceptance form from the 
District Designated Election Offi cial (DEO): 
 Heather Thomas    
(Designated Election Offi cial)
 95 S. Pagosa Blvd.    
(DEO Address)
 Pagosa Springs, CO 81147   
(DEO Address)
 (970) 507-3815    
 (DEO Telephone)
 DEO@psmedicalcenter.org    
(DEO email)
The Offi ce of the DEO is open on the following days: 
Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The deadline to submit a Self-Nomination and Acceptance 
is close of business 4:30 p.m. on February 24, 2023 (not 
less than 67 days before the election). 
Affi davit of Intent to Be a Write-In-Candidate forms must 
be submitted to the offi ce of the designated election 
offi cial by the close of business on Monday, February 27, 
2023 (the sixty-fourth day before the election).
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, an application for an 
absentee ballot shall be fi led with the designated election 
offi cial no later than the close of business on Tuesday 
preceding the election, April 25, 2023.
UPPER SAN JUAN HEALTH SERVICE DISTRICT
By: /s/ Heather Thomas    
Designated Election Offi cial Signature 
Published in: The Pagosa Springs SUN
Published on: 01/26/2023
Published January 26, 2023 in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
(NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF 

PAGOSA SPRINGS SUN)
32-1-804.1; 32-1-804.3, 1-1-104(34), 32-1-905(2), 

C.R.S.
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and, particularly, to 
the electors of the San Juan River Village Metropolitan 
District of Archuleta County, Colorado.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election will be 
held on the 2nd day of May, 2023, between the hours 
of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. At that time, 3 directors will 
be elected to serve 4-year terms and 2 directors will be 
elected to serve 2-year terms. Eligible electors of the San 
Juan River Village Metro District interested in serving on 
the board of directors may obtain a Self-Nomination and 
Acceptance form from the District Designated Election 
Offi cial (DEO):
Cynthia Purcell
PO Box 5551
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
970-946-8385
cynthia@sanjuanrivervillage.com
The deadline to submit a Self-Nomination and Acceptance 
is close of business on Friday, February 24, 2023 (not 
less than 67 days before the election). Affi davit of Intent 
To Be A Write-In-Candidate forms must be submitted to 
the offi ce of the designated election offi cial by the close 
of business on Monday, February 27, 2023 (the sixty-
fourth day before the election).
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, an application for an 
absentee ballot shall be fi led with the designated election 
offi cial no later than the close of business on Tuesday, 

April 25, 2023.
San Juan River Village Metropolitan District
Cynthia Purcell - Designated Election Offi cial Signature
Published January 26, 2023 in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

EXHIBIT I-E
PUBLIC NOTICE AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
The Town of Pagosa Springs plans to submit a Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) application to the 
State of Colorado, Department of Local Affairs.  CDBG 
funds are intended to provide decent housing, suitable 
living environments, and economic opportunities, 
principally for low and moderate-income persons 
through rehabilitation and preservation, economic/job 
development, and public facilities improvements.  
The application being considered would request $ 
600,000 * toward the construction of a community 
career technical facility located at 800 South 8th Street 
for Build Pagosa Inc. It is estimated that approximately 
52% of the funds would benefi t low and moderate-
income persons.  Permanent involuntary displacement of 
neighborhood persons or businesses is not anticipated.  
Should it later become necessary to consider such 
displacement, alternatives will be examined to minimize 
the displacement.  If no feasible alternatives exist, 
required/reasonable benefi ts will be provided to those 
displaced to mitigate adverse effects and hardships.  
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
individuals needing special accommodations (including 
auxiliary communicative aids and services) during these 
hearings should notify Town Clerk, April Hessman at 
Town Hall, 551 Hot Springs Blvd., Pagosa Springs, 
Colorado a minimum of 3 days in advance so that 
appropriate aids can be made available.
A public hearing will be held at 5:00 pm on Tuesday, 
February 7, 2023, at the Town Hall, 551 Hot Springs 
Blvd., Pagosa Springs, Colorado to obtain citizen views 
and to respond to proposals and questions related to:

• The proposed CDBG application for this 
project; and
• Community development and educational 
opportunities; and
• The performance of the Town of Pagosa Springs 
and sub-recipient, Build Pagosa Inc., in carrying 
out its community development responsibilities.

A copy of the application(s) as submitted to the State 
will be available for public review at Town Hall, 551 
Hot Springs Blvd., Pagosa Springs, Colorado and 
Build Pagosa Inc., 390 Boulder Drive, Pagosa Springs, 
Colorado 
Written comments are also welcome and must be 
received by 12:00 pm on Tuesday, February 7, 2023, 
hand delivered to Town Hall, 551 Hot Springs Blvd., 
Pagosa Springs, Colorado, or posted to Town Hall PO 
Box 1859 Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 or emailed to 
ahessman@pagosasprings.co.gov.  
Oral and written comments will be considered in deciding 
whether to submit an application for the proposed project.  
Written summary information will be available at Town 
Hall on February 8, 2023, until the submission date on 
any CDBG application(s) the Town of Pagosa Springs 
intends to submit to the State.  
Information and records regarding the Town of Pagosa 
Springs’s proposed and past use of CDBG funds are 
available at Town Hall 551 Hot Springs Blvd. Pagosa 
Springs, Colorado during regular offi ce hours.
Published January 26, 2023 in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

BEFORE THE COLORADO OIL AND 
GAS CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
NOTICE AND APPLICATION FOR HEARING
DOCKET NO.230100011
TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES AND TO WHOM IT 
MAY CONCERN:
Pursuant to Rule 523.d, the Colorado Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commission Staff has applied to the 
Commission for an Order Finding Violation against Big 
Run Production Company (Operator No. 8455) (“Big 
Run”) to adjudicate allegations in the Notices of Alleged 
Violation Nos. 402418540, 402429510, and 402453580.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to: 1) the general 
jurisdiction of the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 
of the State of Colorado under § 34-60-105, C.R.S.; 
2) specifi c powers granted pursuant to § 34-60-106, 
C.R.S.; 3) the Colorado Administrative Procedures Act 
at § 24-4-105, C.R.S.; and 4) the Commission’s Series 
500 Rules at 2 C.C.R. 404-1, that the Commission has 
scheduled this matter for hearing before a COGCC 
Hearing Offi cer at the following date, time, and location 
(subject to change):
Date: April 19, 2023
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Place: 
Colorado Oil & Gas Conservation Commission 
1120 Lincoln Street, Suite 801
Denver, CO 80203
The Notice and documents related to this matter 
can be found on our “Hearing eFil ing System 
Document Search” page https://oitco.hylandcloud.com/
DNRCOGPublicAccess/index.html. Select “Search for 
Docket Related Documents” from the pull-down menu, 
use the above “Docket Number”, and select “Search”. 
Published January 26, 2023 in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
(NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF)

§1-13.5-501, 1-13.5-1102(3), 32-1-905(2), C.R.S.
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and, particularly, to the 
electors of the Los Pinos Fire Protection District of La 
Plata & Archuleta Counties, Colorado.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election will be 
held on the 2nd day of May 2023, between the hours of 
7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. At that time, 3 directors will be 
elected to serve 4 -year terms. Eligible electors of the 
Los Pinos Fire Protection District interested in serving on 
the board of directors may obtain a Self-Nomination and 
Acceptance form from the District Designated Election 
Official (DEO): Rebecca Flinders of the Los Pinos 
Fire Protection District at 275 Browning Ave. Ignacio, 
Colorado, 81137 (970) 563-9501
The Offi ce of the DEO is open on the following days: 
Monday - Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
The deadline to submit a Self-Nomination and 
Acceptance is close of business on February 24, 2023 
(not less than 67 days before the election).
Affi davit of Intent to be A Write-In-Candidate forms must 
be submitted to the offi ce of the designated election 
offi cial by the close of business on Monday, February 27, 
2023 (the sixty-fourth day before the election).
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, an application for an 
absentee ballot shall be fi led with the designated election 
offi cial no later than the close of business on Tuesday, 
April 25, 2023. Los Pinos Fire Protection District
Rebecca Flinders
DEO
Published January 26, 2023 in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR
PAGOSA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and particularly to the 
electors of the Pagosa Fire Protection District of Archuleta 
County, Colorado.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a regular election will 
be held on Tuesday, May 2, 2023, between the hours of 
7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. At that time, two (2) directors 
will be elected to serve a four-year term.
Self-Nomination and Acceptance forms are available 
from Tomi Bliss, the Designated Election Offi cial for the 
District, at 165 North Pagosa Boulevard, Pagosa Springs, 
Colorado 81147 or email address tbliss@pagosafi re.
com. Self-Nomination and Acceptance forms must be 
fi led with the Designated Election Offi cial for the District 
at the above email address not less than 67 days prior 
to the election (Friday, February 24, 2023 at 5:00 p.m.).
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that applications for 
absentee ballots may be filed with the Designated 
Election Offi cial of the District at the above address 
during normal business hours, until the close of business 
on the Tuesday immediately preceding the election 
(Tuesday, April 25, 2023). All absentee ballots must be 
returned to the Designated Election Offi cial by 7:00 p.m. 
on election day.
PAGOSA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
By: /s/ Tomi Bliss
Designated Election Offi cial
Published in: Pagosa Springs Sun
Published on January 26, 2023
Published January 26, 2023 in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 
(NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF)

§1-13.5-501, 1-13.5-1102(3), 32-1-905(2), C.R.S.
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and, particularly, to the 
electors of the _ Piedra Park Metropolitan Improvement 
District of _Archuleta County, Colorado.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election will be held 
on the 2nd day of May, 2023, between the hours of 7:00 
a.m. and 7:00 p.m. At that time, 2 directors will be elected 
to serve 4-year terms and 3 directors will be elected to 
serve 2-year terms. Eligible electors of the Piedra Park 
Metropolitan Improvement District interested in serving 
on the board of directors may obtain a Self-Nomination 
and Acceptance form from the District Designated 
Election Offi cial (DEO): 
Edna Marquez 
55 Milton Lane 
Arboles, CO, 81121 
970-883-5445 
piedrapark@yahoo.com
Self-Nomination Forms can be picked up at the Water 
Plant address above.
The deadline to submit a Self-Nomination and 
Acceptance is close of business on February 24, 2023. 
Affi davit of Intent To Be A Write-In-Candidate forms must 
be submitted to the offi ce of the designated election 
offi cial by the close of business on Monday, February 27, 
2023 (the sixty-fourth day before the election).
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, an application for an 
absentee ballot shall be fi led with the designated election 
offi cial no later than the close of business on Tuesday 
preceding the election, April 25, 2023. 
Designated Election Offi cial Signature
Published January 26, 2023 in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

Daniel L. Fiedler
Attorney at Law

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts 
Probate • Elder Law

970-507-8528 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

next to Restoration Church, behind City Market

Attorney Storage & Office

Accounting

Professional 
Directory

Pagosa Springs 
Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place
behind Home Expo Center

Prices start 
at $2500

Sizes available: 5’x5’, 5’x10’,
10’x10’, 10’x15’, 10’x20’, and 10’x30’

For rental information call
Chris (970) 749-2867

Jeanna L. Reese, CPA
Jo Ann Jacober Howell, PA

JJ Accounting Services

264-5330 • 80 County Road 600 • FAX 264-4451

We can assist you with the following:
• Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
• Payroll and Payroll Taxes • W2s & 1099s
• Income Taxes:

Personal • LLC • Partnerships
Corporations • Electronic Filing

Winter travel changes likely in Rio Grande National Forest
By Reuben Schafir
Durango Herald

A management plan for winter 
recreation activities may be coming 
to Wolf Creek Pass and the surround-
ing forest lands as the result of a 
lawsuit filed by environmentalists 
and advocacy groups representing 
the interests of human-powered 
backcountry recreationalists.

“If we don’t limit snowmobile ac-
cess, we’re going to compromise 
other uses and wildlife habitat,” said 
San Juan Citizens Alliance (SJCA) 
Public Lands Program Manager 
John Rader.

San Luis Valley Ecosystems Coun-
cil, SJCA, The Wilderness Society, 
WildEarth Guardians and Rocky 
Mountain Wild joined forces in 
November 2021 when they filed a 
lawsuit against the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice (USFS) and the forest supervisor 
of the Rio Grande National Forest 
(RGNF). Their complaint cites inad-
equate protections for the endan-
gered Uncompahgre fritillary but-
terfly and the Canada lynx, as well 
as increasing instances and potential 
for conflict between motorized and 
nonmotorized users.

Now, it appears the parties are 
close to a settlement.

The lawsuit sets its crosshairs on 
the 2020 revised forest management 
plan for the RGNF. According to a 
brief filed in August, the plaintiffs al-
lege that in creating the plan, the for-
est’s managers failed to comply with 
a 2012 rule by “failing to include plan 
components for winter recreation,” 
and because “plan components ... do 
not contribute to the recovery of the 
(Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly).” 

They also allege that the USFS 
violated the National Environmental 
Protection Act (NEPA) by failing to 
“take the requisite hard look at the 
effects” of the plan on the lynx and 
butterfly.

The argument is predicated upon 
the allegation that the USFS failed 
to follow the proper procedural 
requirements and fulfill its legal 
planning obligation. Although a plan 
to manage winter travel has been re-
quired since 2015, the forest still does 
not have any such plan. The plain-
tiffs’ intention is to ensure adequate 
protection for the two endangered 
species and reduce the potential for 
inter-user conflict.

Procedural and legal 
background

Much of the contention in this 
case stems from the lack of action 
with respect to a 2005 regulation 
known as the Travel Management 
Rule. It requires that forest managers 
designate which roads and areas are 
open to motorized use and states 
that areas are closed to motorized 
use unless otherwise stated.

A 2015 lawsuit reversed a previous 
exemption for snowmobiles, de-
creeing that over-snow vehicles are 
subject to the rule and that forests 
must create winter travel manage-
ment plans.

Under the 1976 National Forest 
Management Act and the 2012 plan-
ning rule developed as a statutory 
requirement of that law, national 
forests are legally obligated to cre-
ate forest management plans every 
15 years. Such plans outline where 
certain use types may occur in a 
national forest.

Although the 2012 planning rule 
does not specifically mandate that 
travel management planning be a 
part of the forest management plan, 
the former must be in compliance 
with the latter.

It is for this reason, according to 
RGNF spokesman Gregg Goodland, 
that the forest opted to postpone 
developing a plan to manage winter 
travel until the forest management 
plan was complete.

“Early in the land management 
planning process, the forest indicat-
ed that Travel Management Planning 
would be conducted subsequent 
to revising the Land Management 
Plan,” Goodland said in a statement 
emailed to The Durango Herald. 
“The intent was to direct focus on 
revising the forest plan which has 
many complexities and iterations, 
and then focus our efforts on travel 
management planning.”

Protection of endangered 
species

The lawsuit alleges that the most 
recent revision of the RGNF’s forest 
management plan, adopted in 2020, 
failed to incorporate the most recent 
science and failed to consider alter-
natives to protect the lynx.

The endangered forest carnivore 
has unique paws that allow it to eas-
ily travel over uncompacted snow. 
Compacted snow, the result of snow-
mobiles, among other factors, can 
allow other predators to access lynx 
habitat, creating new competition 
for food. The plaintiff’s petition cites 
instances in which the USFS relied 
on old data regarding the intensity 
of snowmobile usage as well as the 
impact of the spruce beetle on lynx 
habitat.

Wolf Creek Pass is a critical link-
age area for the lynx, and the plain-
tiffs have proposed a 22,300-acre 
expansion of the special manage-
ment area on the pass.

“A special management area does 
not mean it’s closed to access,” Rader 
said, “just that it is managed with 
special recognition of the lynx. The 
intention is to avoid habitat frag-
mentation.”

The habitat of the Uncompahgre 
fritillary butterfly is restricted to 
isolated alpine habitats in the San 
Juan Mountains and is imperiled by 
humans over-collecting the species, 
off-trail use and climate change, 
among other factors.

The plaintiffs allege that the forest 
plan violated NEPA when it failed to 
provide specific plans to aid in the 
recovery of the species.

Although the USFS does not com-
ment on pending litigation, the 
agency denied any violation of fed-
eral law in its response to the lawsuit.

Avoiding user conflict
Arguably the more contentious 

element of litigation is the restric-
tions on motorized winter recreation 
that could follow from a potential 
settlement.

A handful of organizations 
stepped up as intervenor defendants 
in the case, including the Colorado 
Snowmobile Association and the 
Trails Preservation Alliance. These 
organizations, representing the 
interests of motorized backcountry 
users, hope to avoid further restric-
tions to the land.

Rader, representatives of the Win-
ter Wildlands Alliance (WWA) and 

other interested parties, including 
Wolf Creek Ski Area CEO Davey 
Pitcher, have called on forest su-
pervisors of the Rio Grande and 
San Juan national forests to restrict 
snowmobile access.

Although agency officials have 
said the process would begin fol-
lowing the finalization of the forest 
management plan, Rader said they 
had drawn the process out too much.

“They need to be doing this yes-
terday,” Rader said. “They have a 
legal responsibility to be doing it 
yesterday, and its supposed to be a 
proactive policy and right now they 
are reacting to existing conflicts.”

In a letter sent to forest supervi-
sors in September, Pitcher, Rader 
and WWA Policy Director Hilary 
Eisen said that “the ski area’s exist-
ing permit boundary is continually 
infringed upon by very aggressive 
over snow vehicle users, raising 
serious concerns about the safety of 
WCSA guests.”

In an interview with the Herald, 
Pitcher said the motorized incur-
sions have occurred over the last 15 
years, although last year was excep-
tionally bad; incursions occurred 
almost daily for several weeks.

“Our position with all of this is to 
try to work with the snowmobile 
community, the Forest Service and 
the conservation groups and come 
up with some solutions that are ame-
nable to everybody,” Pitcher said.

Parties pushing for the hasty 
implementation of a winter travel 
plan say that conflict between mo-
torized and nonmotorized users is 
on the rise, but remains low enough 
in intensity that all parties are acting 
in good faith. 

But, they say, those conditions are 
changing.

“The technology has changed so 
radically in the last 10 to 15 years; 
these new machines can almost go 
anywhere, so they do,” said Michael 
Whiting, Colorado policy manager 
at WWA. “That becomes a problem 
for the other 95 percent of the users 
of the forest.”

Although nobody stated an inter-
est in excluding motorized users, 
Whiting and Rader both note that 
motorized access must be balanced 
against impacts. Newer, more ca-
pable snowmobiles and the surging 
popularity of timbersleds — dirt 
bike-like vehicles with a ski in the 
front and a track in the back — are 
behind the growing impact of mo-
torized users.

But Scott Jones, executive director 
of the Colorado Snowmobile As-
sociation, does not entirely agree 
with this characterization. He said 
snow conditions are much more a 
determining factor of where motor-
ized vehicles can go.

“I don’t see that technology being 
the game changer that some want 
it to be in terms of discussions,” he 
said.

He, too, recognizes motorized 
user infringing on the ski area bound-
ary as an issue and, like Whiting and 
Rader, wants to work with the forest 
managers to solve the problem.

However, Jones does not see 
widespread restriction as necessary 
or warranted.

“There’s piles of opportunity for 
solitude and nonmotorized oppor-
tunities and that kind of stuff — it’s 
all over in that (Wolf Creek Pass) neck 
of the woods in the wilderness,” he 

said. “Some of it’s very difficult to get 
to, but solitude is something other 
than public land — that’s usually 
private land.”

Judi Perez, a strategic planner 
with the RGNF, said she is unsure 
when the planning process for a 
travel management plan will start, 
but that it is in the works. 

She and Rader both said there has 
been discussion of conducting plan-
ning at a regional level so that winter 
travel restrictions can be consistent 
in transboundary zones, such as Wolf 
Creek Pass, which abuts both the San 
Juan and Rio Grande national forests.

She said the process will be driven 
by public input, something Whiting 
and Rader are already working to 
n See Changes A15
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457 Lewis Street • (970) 264-2100
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Pagosa Springs Official Visitor Guide™
Advertising Deadline: 

February 23, 2023
30,000 copies of the award-winning Pagosa 
Springs Official Visitor Guide™ will be 
printed and distributed at Walmart, The 
Springs Resort, Wyndham, Pagosa Springs 
Area Visitor Center, The Choke Cherry 
Tree, many other area establishments, and 
welcome centers throughout Colorado. The 

guide will be mailed in one edition of The 
Pagosa Springs SUN to subscribers.
A digitally enhanced version of the 
guide will be online at PagosaSUN.com 
and ExplorePagosa.com. The tourism 
committee will provide a link to this guide 
on visitpagosasprings.com.

To ensure that your business is represented in 
Pagosa Springs’ largest and most comprehensive visitor guide, 
call your Pagosa Springs SUN advertising representative today.

(970) 264-2100

Advertise 
your business 
in the guide 
visitors use.

provide by collecting user data.
“This was always the next step for 

us,” Perez said. “... We may have got-
ten there a little bit sooner because 
of the litigation ... but it was always 
the next step.”

Although Rader feels the plan was 
not a priority for the forest, he, Whit-
ing and Pitcher all espoused the 

belief that all parties can arrive at a 
mutually satisfactory solution.

“Hopefully, there’s a map of areas 
you can go that are fun and appropri-
ate and aren’t going to have conflicts 
with other users and wildlife,” Rader 
said. “Hopefully, it will be an asset to 
the snowmobile community as well.”

Reprinted with permission of The 
Durango Herald.
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Town moves toward repealing voter-approved workforce housing fee
By Derek Kutzer
Staff Writer

On Jan. 19, the Pagosa Springs 
Town Council considered the first 
reading of Ordinance 992, which, if 
approved upon second reading, will 
repeal the workforce housing fee im-
posed on short-term rentals (STRs). 

The fee was initiated through a 
citizen-driven referendum, which 
narrowly passed in the town’s April 
2022 election. 

The voter-approved fee, which 
imposed a $150 per-bedroom, 
per-month fee on STRs that would 
support workforce housing, was 
later challenged in court and was 
ultimately ruled invalid by Sixth 
Judicial District Chief Judge Jeffrey 
Wilson. 

As a result of the ruling, the town 
council had three options: It could 
agree with the ruling and therefore 
vote to approve Ordinance 992, 
which would repeal the workforce 
housing fee in accordance with 
the court’s decision; it could vote 
to amend the first reading of the 
ordinance; or, it could let the voter-
approved fee stand, which would 
require challenging the district 
court’s ruling through the appeals 

court process.
Town Attorney Clay Buchner 

walked the council through the 
legal history of the case, but there-
after much of the discussion took 
place within an executive session, 
not open to the public. 

Buchner told the council that 
“there are some issues outstand-
ing, regarding opposing council 
attorney’s fees, and some of the 
language that the judge chose to 
use in the order ... that, I think it 
would be more appropriate in an 
executive session, because it does 
involve strategic negotiation and 
legal advice that would better given 
in a private setting.” 

After the council emerged from 
the executive session, Buchner 
advised the council against tak-
ing the appeal route, saying, “The 
likelihood of the success of such an 
appeal is very low.” 

He said that district court’s two-
pronged decision — that the citi-
zen-initiative was an administra-
tive action rather than a constitu-
tionally allowable legislative one, 
and that it was a tax, not a fee, 
and therefore is in violation of the 
Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights — would 
be “very challenging arguments to 

Community holds 
wonderful WinterFest
By Mary Jo Coulehan
Pagosa Springs Area 
Chamber of Commerce

The Chamber is preparing for its 
annual meeting and Community 
Awards celebration to be held on 
Wednesday, Feb. 8, at the Pagosa 
Lakes Property Owners Asso-
ciation Clubhouse. The event will 
start at 4 p.m. with a Community 
Conversation to include the town, 
county and Pagosa Springs Com-
munity Development Corporation 
(PSCDC) agencies. 

Derek Woodman, county man-
ager, will be there to give new 
information on the county’s short-
term rental task force and potential 
guidelines. 

James Dickhoff, Community 
Development director for the Town 
of Pagosa Springs, will be on hand 
to discuss upcoming downtown 
plans such as the Rumbaugh Creek 
bridge restoration, public arts pro-
gram, 1st Street bridge and more. 

Kat McFadden, Main Street co-
ordinator and PSCDC administra-
tor, will be at the conversation 
to speak about the new Main 
Street designation and program for 
Pagosa Springs. 

All these topics concern our 
business community. It is impor-
tant that we find out from the 
sources what new projects and 
guidelines will be unveiled in 2023, 
and how they affect your business 
and our community as a whole. 
These community conversations as 
part of the Chamber’s annual meet-
ing were started in 2022 to much 
success and positive feedback. It 
is important that our community 
hear from the sources about new 
programs and guidelines and be 
in an environment to learn and ask 
questions. 

The first part of the annual 
meeting, which is the Community 
Conversation, begins at 4 p.m. and 
will last until about 5:30 p.m., and 
will include the presentations and 
time for Q&A. 

Following the Community Con-
versation, there will be an awards 
component celebrating the 2022 
Citizen, Volunteer, Small Business 
and Non-Profit of the Year. All the 
nominees are really winners. This 
means that people in this commu-
nity value the work and participa-
tion of our businesses, nonprofits 
and individuals working to grow 
and enhance this community’s way 
of life. There will be delicious hors 
d’oeuvres, a cash bar, networking 
and, of course, the awards. 

Tickets are only $25 for a late 
afternoon and evening of knowl-
edge and celebrations. Tickets 
can be purchased online at www.
pagosachamber.com on the home 
page under “More in the News.” 
Tickets are also available at the 
door. This event is open to all, not 
just Chamber members. Come out 
and be informed and be present to 
thank those who do so much for 
our community.

WinterFest recap
We had some highs and lows 

with WinterFest this year. The high, 
of course, was that we had more 
than 17 pilots come to Pagosa 

Springs to fly their hot air balloons. 
The low is that we were not able 
to fly either Saturday or Sunday 
mornings. We tried and even de-
layed the launch time; however, 
with the low cloud cover and light 
snow on both mornings, the pilots 
were not able to launch. They did 
enjoy the rest of the events happen-
ing that weekend, which included 
the Barkus Parade, the Penguin 
Plunge, the Sledz on Rez, the cross-
country ski events and skijoring. 

The Penguin Plunge, with teams 
from the Humane Society, DUST2 
and Special Olympics, raised over 
$7,500 for this community. The or-
ganization raising the most money 
was the Humane Society of Pagosa 
Springs. Another noteworthy tidbit 
is that plunger Patrick White cel-
ebrated his seventh plunge in the 
river for the Humane Society, now 
holding the record for plunges at 
the Penguin Plunge. 

The Sledz on Rez, hosted by 
Build Pagosa, had a lively crowd 
as sleds raced down the hill on 
the fresh and abundant snow. The 
crowd was entertained by fast 
times and a few good crashes — 
with no one being hurt. 

The Riverwalk was lined with 
animals (mostly dogs) on Satur-
day morning as the Barkus Parade 
made its winter trek showing off 
costumes and beautiful breeds. 
This fun event gave the downtown 
spectators a lot of laughs and en-
tertainment. A few of those dogs 
are also up for adoption through 
Rugby’s Rescue. 

The Pagosa Nordic Club hosted 
its events, with the Cross-Country 
Ski Clinic full of new enthusiasts 
and the BB Gun Biathlon garner-
ing some great times and winners 
for the various age and ability 
categories. In the 16km race, Josh 
Kurz took first place in the men’s 
division while Gina Basse took win-
ning honors in the female division. 
Xavier Ritterman won the youth 
division and, in the 4km, Mallory 
St. Pierre and Duke Swenson took 
the first-place honors. 

Two days of skijoring with fast 
times and lots of novice partici-
pants assured us that this event will 
only continue to grow in popular-
ity. The skill in which these skiers 
must maneuver the course while 
tightening and loosening the slack 
on the ropes that are pulled with 
gives a whole new level of admira-
tion for the riders and the skiers/
boarders that participate in this 
event. 

Our thanks go out to all the 
sponsors for the various events: 
lodgers, businesses, individuals, 
organizations, emergency ser-
vices, the fire department, media 
and all of the volunteers. None of 
these events can occur without 
the community support. In addi-
tion, this weekend is made up of 
many components with organiza-
tions holding their own event, yet 
banding together to offer a number 
of festivities for the locals and visi-
tors. We appreciate everyone’s hard 
work and community support. We 
certainly had the snow this year 
making it a wonderful WinterFest 
2023.

Celebration
Nathan Scott Lewis

More than 10,200 Iowa State University students have been recognized 
for outstanding academic achievement by being named to the fall semes-
ter 2022 Dean’s List, including Nathan Scott Lewis, year three, biological 
systems engineering.

Students named to the Dean’s List must have earned a GPA of at least 
3.50 on a 4.00 scale while carrying a minimum of 12 credit hours of graded 
course work.

overcome on appeal.” 
Buchner further stated that in 

an appeals court the burden of 
proof is entirely on the appellant 
(the town), while also citing the 
costs of going down this road. 

“I do not recommend an appeal, 
and I recommend that you pass 
this first reading of Ordinance 992,” 
he said.

When opened to public com-
ment, audience member Bill Hud-
son said, “The voters have spoken 
and have told you how they feel 
about workforce housing and the 
ability of the STR industry to help 
support workforce housing ... And 
now that you have the Root Policy 
study, I look forward to future deci-
sions that support what the voters 
wanted.”

After discussion ceased, a mo-
tion was made, and seconded, to 
approve the first reading of Ordi-
nance 992, repealing the voter-
approved workforce housing fee. 
The motion passed unanimously.

The ordinance also needs to 
pass through a second reading be-
fore it becomes officially adopted. 

Town Manager Andrea Phillips 
explained that the second read-
ing will be on the Feb. 2 meeting 
agenda and if approved, it will of-
ficially repeal the fee. 

However, this is not necessarily 
the end of the road for a potential 
housing fee to be attached to STRs. 

Earlier in the meeting, some on 
the council saw the lawsuit and 
the court’s ultimate invalidation of 
the fee as an opportunity to deliver 
for those who wanted STR fees to 
support workforce housing, yet on 
more legally sustainable grounds 
than the citizen initiative. 

“The petitioners brought this to 
the voters due to the town council’s 
inaction to do anything on that 
front, and regardless of the results of 
the lawsuit now, I think this is worth 
the town discussing bringing it [STR 
fees] back, in ordinance form, to see 
if we have the political willpower 
to do it this time around,” council 
member Matt DeGuise said. 

Council member Gary Williams 
agreed, saying, “I would second 
what Matt just said,” since the 
town now has a “nexus study” for 
an STR fee that would be adequate 
to cover “implementation costs of 
workforce housing ... I’d very much 
be in favor of doing something.” 

“This is a major red flag for vot-
ers,” council member Jeff Posey 
said. “I mean, voters clearly wanted 
something to happen, but the thing 
they put their faith in was incred-
ibly flawed. The authors ... were 
unwilling or unable to work hard 
enough on it to make it legally 
defensible ... We wasted a lot of 
taxpayer dollars on something that 
ultimately failed.” 

derek@pagosasun.com

It's Your Right to Know.

ANELS- Ponderosa Lumber is your
livestock panel dealer. 731-4111. 

Highway 160 on Put Hill. 

reg. quarter horse paint geld-
gentle. Knows gaits. Healthy $4,000

firm. 946-2839

LB. GRASS HORSE HAY.HAY.HA
discounts. 946-1018, please leave 

OLDER KIND, GENTLE gelding. 
(970)731-1976, (970)507-0201.

AND GRASS MIX HAY,HAY,HA $5/ bale. 
potatoes, $20 per hundred. 264-

HORSE HAY.HAY.HA $6 a bale. Local,

FOR SALE. $7 in the field, $7.25 in the 
barn. 3x3x8 bales, 775 lbs, $85. 731-9504. 

SALE. Barn stored, good grass
bales, 775 lbs., $85. Oat hay, 
50 lbs., $2. (970)731-5873,

(970)731-9504. 

ed Deadline: T
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AUTOSFOR SALE

NTED

LIVESTOCK

RECREATIONAL VEHICLESRECREATIONAL VEHICLESRECREA

ONL
sq. 
custom 
ing 
everything. 
Reserve it today

2 
$600/ 
1,400 
(970)946-4181.

BEAUTIFUL
bedrooms, 
of 
month. Call 903-7150.

2 
Av
(970)264-5715.

ROOM 
p
bathroom, washer/ dryer available, $450. No 
smoking. 398-0023 

4 
and 
at 

3 
2-car 
$750. (970)946-9281.

LAKEFRONT 
bedrooms, 
ances, 
approval. (505)334-5687, (505)793-7285.

GOLF 
tain 
month. 
398-0023 

SP
large 
carpet. No dogs. $600. 903-2513.

BEST V
tion 
included. 
grocery store. 946-9187.

HOUSE 
2,400 
2-car 
$1,300 

RV SPACES, $325/ MONTH. SPACES, $325/ MONTH. SP  Includes satel-
lite TV, Wi-Fi, and other utilities. Please call 
Happy Camper 731-5822. 

FOR RENT 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath nearly new. 
$1,175/ month plus deposit. Phone (970)884-
2594 or (970)749-5956.

QUIET COUNTRY COUNTRY COUNTR LIVING on private ranch 
3.6 miles from town. Mountain view, cathedral
ceilings, large array of windows, tile, wood
floors, exquisitely furnished for 2 occupants. 
References, one-year lease, first, last month’s 
rent plus deposit. All utilities included. No
smoking, no pets. $899. (970)264-6720,
(970)946-3987.

HOUSE IN TOWN. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, spa-
cious, clean, bright, new carpet. Reduced
to $650. 359 South 9th Street. No smokers/ 
pets. 749-5828.

YOUR CHOICE: STUDIO APARTMENT
plus workshop, $650 or 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
home, garage, washer/ dryer, decks, $900.
Both newly remodeled, views, national forest 
access, near shopping, quiet neighborhood, 
basic utilities. No smokers, pets negotiable. 
First, damage, references. (970)948-8672 

FOR RENT: SINGLEWIDE MOBILE home. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath. $475/ month, $350 cleaning

Canyon Circle, Pagosa Vista.

MONTH’S RENT’S FREE. Very
2 bath, 1-car garage du-

plex unit on E. Golf Place. No pets. Available Available A
now. Rent $695/ month. Call (970)884-2077, 
(970)903-9355. 

3 BEDROOM UNIT in Pagosa Lakes. Newly 
remodeled, new appliances, washer/ dryer, 
cable. Section 8 approved, everything paid. 
$725. (303)838-5585.

REMODELED 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath mobile in
Vista. All new interior in 2007, well insulated 

VACATIONERS. CATIONERS. CA We have fully furnished
homes and condos for rent by the day, week 
or month. We also have long term places
available. Pagosa Realty Rentals, located up-
stairs, Frontier Building, Piedra at 160. (970) 
731-5515. www.pagosarentals.com. 

3 BEDROOM CABIN on Lake Pagosa, fully 
furnished. Groups of 6 or less. Weekly and 3 furnished. Groups of 6 or less. Weekly and 3 furnished. Groups of 6 or less. W
night minimum rates. (707)864-8350, www.
vacationhomes.com/20810.

XMAS RENTAL- RIVER FRONT lodge

monthly rates. (970)731-3694.

ON THE LAKE: New 1 or 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Weekly and daily rates. No pets, no smokers. 
Fishing dock, hot tub. For information, call
(970)749-4769.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH BATH BA HOME, fully furnished,
Pagosa Lakes. Weekly and three-night mini-
mum rates. Sleeps 9. Email for information 

RESORT CONDOS AND HOMES. Daily from
$85 plus weekly, monthly. Sunetha, 731-4344
or sunetha.com.

2002 ARCTIC CAT CAT CA SNOWMOBILE. 440RZ 
Snow Pro Sno. Runs great and fast. $1,500 
OBO. (970)946-8526.

(1) 800 RMK AND (1) 700 RMK, with trailer. 
Great shape, run perfect. Must sacrifice,
$8,500 for both, (970)946-3356.

1998 POLARIS RMK 700. 144” track, moving
must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2001 POLARIS RMK 800. Custom, 156”
track, too many extras to list. Moving, must 
sell, $5,000 OBO. (970759-6630.

VACATION RENTCATION RENTCA ALSTION RENTALSTION RENT

1986 SUBURBAN 4X4. Mechanically solid, 
cosmetically challenged. 2 sets of tires, a 
beast in the snow. $1,800. Call 264-6668.

AUTOS

FREE WOODEN PALLETS. When avail-
able, they will be placed behind The Pagosa 
Springs SUN office. office. of NO PHONE CALLS,
PLEASE!

Antique replica wood/coal burning cook-
stove & range Brand new. Sacrifice $2000
obo (pd $4400); Antique sewing machine
treadle. 264-2674

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine, $175; as-
pen, $150 per cord, delivered. Call Todd, 
(970)946-2102.

LOG HOMES AND CABINS. 24’x32’ for
only $16,800. Log walls, posts, beams, roof, 
plans, video and more! Free catalog. www.
bighornmtn.com. (307)684-2445.

SHAKLEE for proper nutrition, use Shaklee 
products. For information call Marsha Preuit. 
264-5910.

PAPER BUNDLES FOR fire starter 25¢ each.
Pick up at The Pagosa Springs SUN. 466
Pagosa Street.

STEVENS FIELD HANGAR, 500-G, Condor 
Drive. $135,000. (928)680-6400.

15” SYDHILL WESTERN SADDLE. Brand
new, $2,800. Will sell for $1,400. Suede seat, 
Herman oak leather. 264-6720. 

RESPORT HAS A GREAT GREAT GREA SELECTION of 
gently used skis, snowboards, apparel and
accessories for all your winter sporting needs!
100 Country Center Drive, Suite E. Monday- 
Saturday, 10a.m.-6p.m. 731-6900.

ESKIMO GAS ICE AUGER with sled and all 

chocolate ever produced and take control of 
your life. The perfect gift for yourself and loved
ones. Bridget, (970)946-1941.

2007 SUZUKI RMZ 450, $5,500 OBO. 264-
6965.

ANTLERS: off off of elk or deer. Small 
(greater than 4”), broken antlers, 

dirty, infected, oily, painted or
Also selling ’09 alfalfa- grass 

quality 1,000 pound round bales,
bale. South Fork, call Rich at

(719)657-0942.

“DOWNSIZING” YOUR living
first! We are actively searching 

purchasing fine antiques, collectibles, 

THERS, FINS & FRIENDS PET 
SERVICE. Boarding, house/ pet

in-home visits, bonded & insured. THE
MPERED PET, LARGE MPERED PET, LARGE MPERED PET AND SMALL, WE 

THEM ALL! (970)731-8900.Sell it
in the classifi eds
Cars • Bikes • Houses • Land • Saddles • Hay • Goats 

Horses • Boats • Tools • Furniture • You name it! 

To place your classifi ed ad, call
(970) 264-2100

bedroom, 2 bath. $475/ 
deposit. 354 Canyon 
731-4906.

SECOND MONTH’S 
clean 2 bedroom, 2 
plex unit on E. Golf Place. No pets. 
now. Rent $695/ month. Call (970)884-2077, 

XMAS RENTAL- RIVER FRONT lodge
between hot springs and ski area. 3/2 luxury, 
sleeps 6-8, $300/ night, 5 night minimum.
264-4866. 

COTTAGE, COTTAGE, COTT 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH,BATH,BA laundry, 
garage, sleeps 6. Lake Pagosa. Daily, weekly, 
monthly rates. (970)731-3694.

ESKIMO GAS ICE AUGER with sled and all 
accessories, $200. Never used. Minnkota
electric trolling motor, never used, $300.
Ray, 731-1456

LOVE CHOCOLATE? CHOCOLATE? CHOCOLA EAT EAT EA 3 pieces/ day of 
the most powerful, health promoting, decadent
chocolate ever produced and take control of 

Small 
antlers, all 
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WinterFest FunWinterFest Fun

SUN photos/Randi Pierce
Folks braved the cold for a little downtown winter fun during last week-
end’s WinterFest activities, both to participate and to cheer on those 
participating in the Sledz on Rez homemade sled race, Penguin Plunge 
fundraiser and Barkus Parade.
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Pagosa Springs News. Global Reach.

The Pagosa Springs SUN is the the trusted, reliable 
source for news and information about Pagosa 
Country.  
 
The Pagosa Springs SUN Online supplements our 
print edition to extend local news to readers of 
online newspapers.

Along with the local content you have come to 
expect in our print edition, our online edition allows 
us to post new and breaking news, expanded  
coverage of selected stories and continual updates. 

Readers of our online edition also enjoy our live 
Web cams.

There is extensive visitor information that includes 
links to important community Web sites such as the 
chamber of commerce, town and county.

Online
Advertising
Premium Pages and Classified Page
Front Page, Pagosa Life, etc.
Tower – $300 one week, $825 four weeks*
Block – $75 one week, $207 four weeks
Small Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Rectangle – $30 one week, $83 four weeks

Preferred Pages
Sports, Business, Focus, etc.
Block – $55 one week, $152 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $25 one week, $69 four weeks

Standard Pages
Calendar, Library, Town Recreation, etc.
Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $20 one week, $55 four weeks

Directory Page
A listing on our directory page is an additional $5 
per week for online advertisers.  Directory listings 
are also available for $10 a week without purchase 
of an online ad.  If the listing changes, there will be 
an additional $10 fee.  Links are not available.

Hotlink
For advertisers on PagosaSUN.com, one hotlink 
may be embedded in their ad for a charge of $5 
per week.

Mechanical 
All ads are 200 pixels wide.
Towers are 500 pixels tall.
Block Ads are 200 pixels tall.
Small Block Ads are 100 pixels tall.
Rectangle Ads are 50 pixels tall.
All ads are produced at 72 dpi.
We accept .gif and .jpeg files for ads.

*Tower ads — one ad per Premium Page; first come, first 
served; price includes Directory Listing and Hotlink.

PagosaSUN.com reserves the right to place  “Advertise-
ment” above the ads on the Web site. All four week 
package ads must remain the same for the entire run. 
Ads post on Friday and run through Thursday of the 
following week.

(970) 264-2100 • 466 Pagosa Street • PO Box 9, Pagosa Springs CO 81147 • www.PagosaSUN.com
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Live 
Performers

Pagosa Brewing Co.

“Best Après Spot” - National Geographic

& Grill

PagosaBrewing.com 
for current hours & online ordering

970-731-BREW (2739) 
118 N. Pagosa Blvd. 

16 YEARS OF STOUT MONTH
rotating stouts + fun food pairings

Stout 
HappenS 

Here!

“best fish 
and chips 

I’ve ever had”
- Los Angeles Times

175 PAGOSA STREET  •  11 AM TO 9 PM DAILY
Order On Line: MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs & our Veterans always receive 20% off!

Easy Pickup Window Open
 Order & pay online at MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

We will text you when your order is ready
Drive to our pickup window & we’ll hand you your order

“Was a great experience! The pizza was delicious 
and the beer wall is so cool!”

 -Brianna W., Google

Rated 
4.7 out of 

5 Stars!

Stop by and try 
our delicious 
Mountain Puffs, 
served with a 
side of honey!

Also try our 
Entrées • Sides
Beer & Wine
on Tap, self-
serve!

Two major free San Juan Basin 
Public Health events on tap at library

Library
News

Friday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Bob Hemenger, 5 
p.m.

Saturday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Ron and Susan, 5 
p.m.

Tuesday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Joel Racheff, 5 p.m.

Wednesday
The Den: Karaoke, 8 p.m.

By Carole Howard 
PREVIEW Columnist, and the library staff

Staff from San Juan Basin Public 
Health (SJBPH) will be hosting two 
free events at your library that are 
of vital importance to you, your 
family and our community.

On Wednesday, Feb. 1, from 1 
to 2 p.m., a SJBPH representative 
will discuss the dangers of radon 
gas in homes and businesses, take 
your questions, and distribute free 
radon test kits. January is the best 
time to test for the cancer-causing 
gas because levels are highest when 
windows and doors are closed.

The kits are preaddressed, so 
once you’ve finished the test you 
can just seal it up and drop it in 
the mail. You’ll get your results 
via email or mail from the lab that 
made the tests. The geology of 
southwest Colorado leads to an 
increased risk of radon gas here, 
so this is an important topic for 
us to understand. In fact, radon 
exposure is the leading cause of 
lung cancer, even in people who 
have never smoked. 

Then on Tuesday, Feb. 7, from to 
3 p.m., SJBPH staff will be on hand 
to give you copies of its commu-
nity health assessment and help 
you fill it out. This is a 15-minute 
anonymous survey to gather input 
and opinions from Archuleta and 
La Plata county residents on your 
major health priorities and needs.

Since both counties are now in 
the process of forming new indi-
vidual public health departments 
to launch Jan. 1, 2024, your input 
will be vital to setting their priori-
ties as they set up their services.

If the Feb. 7 date does not work 
for you, an alternative is for you to 
come to the library to fill out the 
survey online or pick it up on paper 
and return it to the library or SJBPH 
when you have completed it.

These two events are the begin-
ning of a series of monthly out-
reach sessions hosted by SJBPH at 
your library. March will feature a 
Nurse-Family Partnership discus-
sion on March 7.

Events calendar
To be sure you don’t miss any 

of the free library activities avail-
able to you and your family, we 
encourage you to pick up a copy 
of the events calendar each month. 
Its streamlined format combines 
all the activities and events for 
children, teens and adults on one 
handy, two-sided page.

Flu season protocols
The curbside service that we 

began for COVID safety continues 
— and it’s also a healthful option 
in the cold and flu season. To save 
your energy and lessen germ expo-
sure to other patrons, we recom-
mend you use our curbside service 
— or add a name to your account 
authorizing that person to pick up 
items for you while you recuperate. 
Library hours:

• Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, your library is open 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. 

• Tuesdays and Thursdays, your 
library is open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

• Saturdays, your library is open 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Special teen and  
tween event

Teens and tweens will want to 
mark your calendars for next Fri-
day, Feb. 3, for our first-ever free 
Teen and Tween Takeover of the 
library from 2 to 4 p.m. During that 
time, our conversational comput-
ers will be reserved only for users 
aged 9-19.

Save the date for  
Friends book sale

On Feb. 11, the Friends of the Li-
brary will host a Cabin Fever Book 
Sale from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at your 
library. This is a great opportunity 
for you to find new treasures at bar-
gain prices to keep you company 
this winter.
n See Library on next page



Thursday, January 26, 2023 – The Pagosa Springs SUN – PREVIEW – Section 1 – Page 3

Terry’s ACETerry’s ACE
is the Place!is the Place!

We Special Order!
Shop at acehardware.com

and ship to store in 2-5 days!

SALE PRICES GOOD JAN. 1-31

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

Mon-Tues & Thurs-Fri 11am to 7pm • Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 12pm to 6pm Mon-Tues & Thurs-Fri 11am to 7pm • Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 12pm to 6pm 
Closed Wednesday • stitchesanddimples@gmail.comClosed Wednesday • stitchesanddimples@gmail.com

583 Navajo Trail Dr, Unit # D5, Pagosa Springs 81147 • , Pagosa Springs 81147 • (970) 585-4924

Our Facility features: 

Indoor batting cages • Golf simulator
Small general purpose turf area! 

Event reservations will be submitted online. 
Reservations will be confirmed in person.

Book Online or In-Person. 
Pricing is per time, not person(s)!

We are a Locally Owned Batting Cages & Golf Center

 

Save the date for  
library fundraiser

We hope you will note April 15 
on your calendar for the second 
annual Library Affair fundraiser for 
our building campaign to expand 
and renovate your library. 

This elegant event will feature a 
silent auction of different table set-
tings designed by some of Pagosa’s 
most creative artists. 

If you want to decorate a table 
for this prestigious event, please 
call Cindi Galabota, library foun-
dation director, at (970) 264-2209. 

Gaming tomorrow
Enjoy free all-ages video gaming 

on the Xbox 360 Kinect tomorrow, 
Friday, Jan. 27, from 3 to 4 p.m.

LEGO Club on Saturday
Kids aged 6 and up are invited to 

bring your imaginations — LEGOs 
are provided — on Saturday, Jan. 
28, from 11 a.m. to noon for the 
free LEGO Club. LEGO challenges 
also are posted on Facebook if you 
can’t make it to the library.

Virtual Dungeons  
and Dragons

Next Thursday, Feb. 2, from 4 to 
6 p.m., join our online Dungeons 
and Dragons game free for teens 
and young adults on Discord. 
Registration is required because 
space is limited. Contact Josie@
pagosalibrary.org to join. 

More online author talks
On Tuesday, Jan. 31, at noon, 

we’ll meet with Randall Munroe, 
creator of “XKCD: What If,” a web-
comic of romance, sarcasm, math 
and language. This session is part 
of our free online virtual series 
featuring New York Times bestsell-
ing authors and thought leaders 
giving live, professionally moder-
ated book discussions you can 
view on your computer, tablet or 
smartphone with Internet access. 
You will have an opportunity to ask 
questions of the authors. 

The author talks continue next 
month with three more sessions 
in February. 

On Thursday, Feb. 9, at 5 p.m., 
we’ll hear from Lena Harper, au-
thor of “Back in a Spell,” part of the 
Witches of Thistle Grove fantasy 
romance series. 

Feb. 16 at 11 a.m. showcases 
Grace M. Cho, author of “Tastes 
Like War,” a Korean American 
daughter’s exploration of food and 
family history in order to under-
stand her mother’s schizophrenia. 

At 2 p.m. on Feb. 28, we’ll inter-
act with Sadeqa Johnson, award-
winning author of “The House of 
Eve.” Johnson has written four nov-
els and is the recipient of the Na-
tional Book Club Award, the Phillis 
Wheatley Award and the USA Best 
Book Award for best fiction. 

Library
n continued from previous page Homework and  

tutoring help
Our highly popular free home-

work assistance and elementary 
tutoring are available for students 
in kindergarten through fourth 
grade on Wednesdays from 3:30 
to 4:30 p.m. There is a registration 
packet for parents and guardians to 
fill out to enroll your child that you 
can get by emailing the library or 
coming in. This program has been 

a big hit because it helps build es-
sential skills in core subjects. You 
still can register your child, but you 
may be put on a wait list. 

Family storytimes
Wednesdays from 10 to 11 a.m., 

join us for free in-person children’s 
stories, games and plenty of rea-
sons to get up and move. 

ESL classes
n See Library on next page
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Save the date! 
for the second annual 

THE LIBRARY AFFAIR
Saturday, April 15, 2023

We plan to expand this wildly successful event
 to push us even closer to our Building Campaign goal!

Calling all creatives!
Are you up to the challenge of decorating a table 

for this prestigious event?
We would love to include you.  Please call for details.

Cindi Galabota 970-264-2209
Jann Pitcher 970-749-4904

The hisToric Pagosa BarThe hisToric Pagosa Bar
Draft Beer $3.75 in 16 oz. frozen mugs Draft Beer $3.75 in 16 oz. frozen mugs 

Well Drinks $5 • Cigar BarWell Drinks $5 • Cigar Bar
Happy Hour 5-7 • $3.25 draft • $4.50 wellHappy Hour 5-7 • $3.25 draft • $4.50 well

Open everyday 10-2 • Open everyday 10-2 • Historic Downtown Pagosa • 264-5798

Free in-person evening classes 
take place on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, with 4 to 5 p.m. reserved 
for beginners and 5 to 7 p.m. for 
both intermediate and advanced 
students. Please help us spread 
the word about these classes to 
others in our community who 
would be interested, and contact 
us by phone or email if you have 
any questions. 

PALS/GED adult  
education 

Mark is available for his free PALS 
sessions on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. to help with high 
school equivalency, GED, college 
prep, financial aid, tutoring and 
more. No registration is required. 

Tech Time 
Free in-person slots are avail-

able from 10 a.m. to noon Tuesdays 
and 2 to 4 p.m. Thursdays. Judy will 
help you with basic questions re-
lating to computers, smartphones 
and tablets and also provide as-
sistance in accessing any of the 
library’s online resources. You do 
not need an appointment for these 
drop-in sessions. 

Writing challenge 
A new all-ages writing challenge 

was posted Jan. 16 on the library’s 
Facebook page. We hope you will 
challenge your creativity by partici-
pating in this free activity.

Downloadable books 
CloudLibrary has a wide variety 

of downloadable e-books and au-
diobooks for all ages, and accessing 
this free digital collection is very 
easy. You just need to download 
the cloudLibrary app, answer a few 
simple questions, select AspenCat 
Union Catalog for the name of your 
library, then enter your library card 
number and four-digit PIN. You 
are now ready to browse, borrow 
and read e-books and audiobooks 
using cloudLibrary. Library staff 
are happy to help you set up your 
device if you need assistance.

Spanish-edition books
“El Gran Gatsby” (“The Great 

Gatsby”) by F. Scott Fitzgerald is the 
classic novel set in the days of pro-
hibition in the 1920s. “El Visitante” 
(“The Outsider”) by Stephen King 
is the horror thriller that became 
an HBO mini-series.

Donations 
Many thanks to our anonymous 

donors for their donations of ma-
terials. 

When we are open, material 
donations are accepted for the 
Friends of the Library at the front 
desk — not through the outside re-
turns slot at the library or the drop 
box at City Market, please. 

The Friends take fiction pub-
lished in 2013 or newer and nonfic-
tion that is 2018 or newer. Limited 
workroom space means we can 
only accept one or two small boxes 
at a time. 

Quotable quote
 “I believe my longevity has de-

pended a great deal on the amount 
of laughter I have had in my life.” 
— Norman Lear, age 100 years; 
American writer, producer and 
director of scores of TV series, most 
notably “All in the Family,” “Sanford 
and Son” and “The Jeffersons.”

Website
For more information on library 

books, services and programs — 
and to reserve books, e-books, 
books on CD and DVDs from the 
comfort of your home — please 
visit our website at https://pago-
salibrary.org.

Library
n continued from previous page

Curtains Up Pagosa seeking acts 
for second annual February Follies
Curtains Up Pagosa

Hey, Pagosa, do you have a hid-
den talent? Well, this is your chance 
to be a part of something and 
compete for cash prizes. Curtains 
Up Pagosa is pleased to announce 
it is hosting the second annual 

February Follies, your local talent 
competition. 

This year, we are breaking down 
the February Follies into two cat-
egories: adult, which will be ages 18 
and up (unless you are younger and 
specifically ask to be considered 
an adult), and children, which will 

be anyone under 18. We are super 
excited to see what kind of acts we 
get this year. 

All acts must be under three 
minutes long. Prizes will be given 
for first, second and third place in 
each category, along with a People’s 

Hours: Mon-Sat 11-5:30, Sun 12-4 • www.pschocolates.com

My Love Deserves the Best!My Love Deserves the Best!
Fresh     Gourmet     Pagosa MadeFresh     Gourmet     Pagosa Made

Cupid DeliveryCupid DeliveryOur Chocolate Gifts
Our Chocolate Giftsdelivered with a 

delivered with a 
Love Song!Love Song!
Feb. 11 - 14Feb. 11 - 14

$$2525
10% OFF

Preorders

To order or schedule Cupid:
Call 970-946-3492 or stop by

124 E. Pagosa St. #5 (River Center)

PSCHOCOLATES

Chocolate-DippedChocolate-Dipped
Strawberries, 4 & 6 pc BoxesStrawberries, 4 & 6 pc Boxes
Specialty Chocolate Boxes, Specialty Chocolate Boxes, 

1/2 & 1 lb1/2 & 1 lb
Chocolate “Love” BarkChocolate “Love” Bark
Heart-Shaped MacaronsHeart-Shaped Macarons

n See Follies on next page
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2151 Eagle Drive  I  cityhallcafe.co  I  
970.398.2409

Eat In or Take Out
Open Tuesday-Saturday • 11 am-9 pm 

Your Local Eatery
serving

Prime Steaks, Seafood, Pastas, 
Subs, Wraps & Salads

Call Today to Reserve Our Private Gondola 970.398.2409

462 Lewis Street & 468 Lewis Street
(970) 264-0800 

twooldcrowsps@gmail.com

Winter Hours: 
January and February 

Tuesday through Saturday
 11am to 4pm 

or by Appointment

68 Bastille Dr., off North Pagosa Blvd.
970-731-MOES  (6637)

OPEN WED- SAT 11 AM  to  6 PM

SMOKENSMOKEN
MOE’SMOE’S

UNREAL BBQUNREAL BBQ
SmokenMoesUnrealBBQ.com

facebook.com/SmokenMoesUnrealBBQ/

SUPERBOWLSUPERBOWL
SPECIALSPECIAL
Perfect for your party!

Order by Fri., Feb. 10 • Pick up Sat., Feb. 11

Full Rack of Ribs
2 LB Sliced Brisket
1 LB Unsauced Pulled Pork
4 Hot Links
4 Chicken Leg Quarters
4 16 oz sides (BBQ Beans, Potato Salad or Coleslaw)
***Feeds 10-12 people- Substitutions allowed but may change price***

$150
plus tax & 
gratuity

323 Hot Springs Blvd. 
800-225-0934 

pagosahotsprings.com

LIVE MUSIC
at the Springs Resort

5-7 pm in the Lodge Atrium

Friday, January 27 
Bob Hemenger

Saturday, January 28
Ron and Susan

Tuesday, January 31
Joel Racheff

Friday, February 3
San Juan Mountain Boys

Charcuterie Board $45
available for purchase during live music

Choice Award. The audience will 
vote for People’s Choice, and a 
panel of distinguished judges will 
determine the first-, second- and 
third-place winners. 

Here is the information you 
need to know: Anyone who wishes 
to participate must submit a video 
of their act and a $20 entry fee by 
Jan. 31. We are looking for 20 differ-
ent variety acts. Acts can be singing, 
dancing, magic, comedy or more, 
but must be family-friendly (rated 
PG). Cash prizes will be given at 

the following levels: first place, $75; 
second place, $50; third place, $25; 
and People’s Choice, $50. The event 
will take place at 7 p.m. on Feb. 25 
in the Pagosa Springs High School 
auditorium. 

Judging panel information and 
ticket information will be released 
later this month.

To submit a video audition or 
request more information on this 
and other Curtains Up Pagosa 
events, please contact Artistic Di-
rector Dale Scrivener at director.
curtainsup@gmail.com.

Curtains Up Pagosa is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization and 
is proud to be your community 
theater. We are here to provide 
opportunities to all of Pagosa, to 
entertain, to be entertained, to 
learn, to grow, to inspire and be 
inspired. Curtains Up Pagosa is 
extremely grateful for all of our 
supporters, donors and sponsors 
as we begin another great year of 
theater, music and arts in Pagosa 
Springs. We will also be announc-
ing our summer musical soon, so 
stay tuned.

Follies
n continued from previous page

Eggscuse me? Egg prices hit record highs
By Gail Ellis and Robin Young
PREVIEW Columnists

Record-high egg prices are mak-
ing headlines right now, but when 
can consumers expect some relief? 

Oklahoma State University 
(OSU) Extension specialists say 
several factors are to blame for 
the significant price spike, and 
the sticker shock is expected to 
continue through the first quarter 
of 2023.

“At this time in 2021, eggs were 
$1.47 a dozen, in 2022 they were 
$1.93 a dozen and today we’re still 
at $4 a dozen,” said Rodney Hol-
comb, OSU Extension specialist 
in food economics. “The line chart 
just goes straight up.”

Data from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture shows egg 
prices typically jump during the 
holiday season, and the cost of 
eggs has historically increased 
during times of economic strain 
such as the recession in 2008 and 

the spread of COVID in 2020. How-
ever, today’s record prices reflect 
the nationwide impact of highly 
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) 
and a booming demand for egg 
consumption.

“In the food research I did 30 
years ago as a grad student, eggs 
were always the lower-cost animal 
protein option,” Holcomb said. 
“They were a good protein source 
that was available, cheap and easy 
to fix. Over the past couple of years, 
as the price of beef, turkey, bacon 
and chicken skyrocketed, people 
chose to eat more eggs.”

In states where HPAI decimat-
ed commercial poultry flocks in 

2022, the demand for laying hens 
outpaced egg supplies. Holcomb 
said it takes time to rebuild those 
operations.

“The price of chicken also went 
up last year because of avian 
influenza, but the rebound is 
faster for broilers,” he said. “It only 
takes about six weeks to go from 
a hatched chick to a broiler that’s 
ready for market. With laying hens, 
it takes months for them to grow to 
sexual maturity, start laying eggs 
and provide a consistent supply at 
peak production.”

The worldwide phenomenon 
of egg consumption also relies 
heavily on the fact that eggs are 
an essential ingredient in many 
prepared foods. While eggs are 
more budget-friendly than beef, 
pork, turkey or chicken, the rapid 
climb of egg demand in 2022 does 
not run parallel to a price hike in 
other markets.

Arts
Line

Extension 
Viewpoints

n See Viewpoints on next page
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Non-emergency medical transportation to Denver, Durango, 
Farmington, Colorado Springs — Anywhere in Colorado and border state 
approved cities for Medicaid insured rides to and from Medicaid providers 

Pre-approval and 24-hour notice required. Call for details.

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling

PUC # 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

Have Medicaid, need a ride?
Call Us: 970-731-4081

Durango Airport Shuttle • Taxi Service • Weddings
Charter Service • Private Parties

DELIVERIES • TAXI SERVICE
NEMT — CALL US DIRECT 

MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION

ATTENTION

Pagosa Area 
Artists
We are organizing a meeting 

to discuss logistics for creating a 
Pagosa Springs Artist Studio Tour for 2023. 

If interested in participating, 
please contact Mark at 

mark@epsteinclayworks.com or call 214-770-3085.

•Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottles•

WINES & LIQUORS
Non-Sale Items Only • Coupon not valid for beer purchases

264-2749
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
East Pagosa Springs
Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Plan ahead - Closed Sundays Colo. State Law

264-2749
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
East Pagosa Springs
Mon.-Sat. Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Sun. Open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

WE’RE OPEN NOW!
123A North 15th Street 

(across from Momentum Fitness)

The GREATEST GIFT for your shooting enthusiast 
... a PS Gun & Ammo Gift Card that can be bought 
and used at our Pagosa store on our online store, 

www.psgunsammo.com.  
It will Always be Welcome!

Derrell Peel, OSU Extension 
livestock marketing specialist, said 
retail beef prices are 2.4 percent 
lower than they were a year ago 
and have remained steady for the 
past 15 months.

“There is no doubt of some sub-
stitution of eggs for other proteins, 
although I don’t believe it to be a 
major factor,” Peel said. “Eggs are 
well established as a breakfast item 
and are complementary for meats 
like sausage and bacon. Higher egg 
prices are more likely due to supply 
issues than those that are demand 
driven. In 2022, 44.4 million layer 
chickens were depopulated be-
cause of avian influenza. I expect 
that is the major driver of higher 
egg prices.”

Viewpoints
n continued from previous page

n See Viewpoints on next page

Photo courtesy Scott Bradford
Oakley poses with his dogdominium at Wolf Creek Ski Area. Lift operator Scott Bradford built the structure 
for the popular pup.



Thursday, January 26, 2023 – The Pagosa Springs SUN – PREVIEW – Section 1 – Page 7

Scott Taylor
970-946-5229
bass@highcountrycharters.com
Colorado Outfitter License #2352
Guiding since 1990.

High Country Fishing Charters is an equal opportunity 
employer and service provider operating under special 
use permit on the San Juan National Forest

www.highcountrycharters.com

Ice Fishing
Experience Guided 
Ice Fishing on Private Lakes 
near Pagosa Springs.

“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God.”  (Matthew 4: 4)

“And Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall 
never hunger...’”  (John 6: 35)

A public service from your Adventist friends & neighbors at Pagosa Springs Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Disclaimer: This and all our Nature’s Remedies are for health information purposes only. The Seventh Day Adventist Church is not responsible for results.

pagosasda.org • 40 Oren Road • 970-731-1005

HEALTHY SELF

What Seventh-day Adventists Believe…
#3 of 28: God the Eternal Father is the Creator, Source, Sustainer, and Sovereign of all creation. He is 
just and holy, merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 
The qualities and powers exhibited in the Son and the Holy Spirit are also revelations of the Father.

“There is only one God, the Father, of whom are all things…and one Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom are all things, and through whom we live”  (1Corinthians:8:6)

A PROTESTANT DENOMINATION

Whole Grains
Whole Grains have been the “staff of life” for thousands 
of years, serving as a vital food source for humanity. 
Until the last century they were commonly consumed 
as “whole grains”. However, advances in the milling 
and processing of grains allowed large scale separation 
and removal of the bran and germ, resulting in refined 
flour that consists only of the endosperm. Refined 
flour became popular because it produced baked goods 
with a softer texture, extended freshness and was more 
affordable. When a grain is refined, it loses fiber, B 
vitamins, vitamin E, trace minerals, unsaturated fat 
and about 75% of the Phytochemicals. 
Whole Grains provide adequate and balanced amounts of protein, fiber and other traditional 
nutrients, including calcium, magnesium, and potassium, in addition to many Phytochemicals 
(a term generally used to refer to those chemicals that have biological significance, such as 
antioxidants). 
When buying whole grains, be sure they are labeled 100% “whole grain”!!!

Holcomb said inflation across 
the board will influence the 2023 
egg price outlook because the egg 
industry’s new normal is yet to be 
determined. Higher fuel, feed and 
fertilizer costs as well as additional 
avian influenza outbreaks could 
potentially increase prices. 

Holcomb suggested he hopes 
for a steady decline, but said prices 
are going to be higher than ex-
pected through the second quarter 
of this year.

“It’s still a relatively inexpensive 
protein source, but you’d have to 
get back down to the $2.50 to $3 
range per dozen just to be some-
where in the same category as an 
inflation-adjusted normal price 
relative to every other food prod-
uct,” he said. 

Gail Ellis works for OSU Exten-
sion.

Upcoming classes
Please visit our Facebook page 

and website to register for the fol-
lowing events. 

Jan. 31 (six weeks) — Colorado 
Building Farmers online class. This 
class will help you build a business 
plan.

Feb. 8 (six weeks) — Seed to 

Supper. A growers guide to low-
cost vegetable gardening in Archul-
eta County, 6 to 8 p.m. in the Pagosa 
Lakes Property Owners Association 
conference room.

March 2 — Livestock and Forage 
Growers Online Update. A Western 
Slope outlook.

March 18 — Seed Class and 
Swap, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Look for upcoming classes 
on the Colorado State Univer-
sity (CSU) Extension — Archuleta 
County Facebook page.

CPR and first aid classes
CPR and first aid certification 

classes are offered monthly by the 
CSU Extension office, generally on 
the second Monday and Wednes-
day of each month from 6 to 10 
p.m. The cost for the classes is $80 
for combined CPR/first aid and $55 
for CPR, first aid or recertification. 
Call the Extension office at (970) 
246-5931 to register.

Visit online
Visit us on the Web at https://

archuleta.extension.colostate.edu/ 
or like us on Facebook and get 
more information: https://www.
facebook.com/CSUARCHCTY 
and https://www.facebook.com/
ArchuletaCounty4H.

Viewpoints
n continued from previous page

Public meeting for Older Americans Act 
Programs and Services set for Feb. 7

Arts
Line

Senior 
News

By Rose Chavez
PREVIEW Columnist

Archuleta Seniors Inc. (ASI), also 
known as the Pagosa Senior Center, 
will be hosting a public meeting 
Thursday, Feb. 7, starting at 2 p.m. 
at 451 Hot Springs Blvd. for the 
Older Americans Act programs and 
services that are primarily funded 
through the San Juan Basin Area 
Agency on Aging. 

Stakeholders from the commu-
nity are invited, including those 
60 and above in addition to their 
family caregivers age 18 and older. 

Planning issues that will be dis-
cussed include: Meals on Wheels, 

meal sites, transportation, snow 
shoveling, home repair, legal as-
sistance, ombudsman support, 
low vision, tech classes, dental 
assistance, Medicare, Medicaid, 
counseling options, information 
referral assistance, fall preven-
tion, support groups, caregiver 
services and community education 
resources. Light refreshments will 

be provided.

VITA tax volunteers to 
assist with senior tax 
returns Feb 25

VITA tax volunteers will be com-

n See Senior on next page

Karaoke Dance Party
Restaurant • Sports Bar

TT  ee  DDeenn
Every Wednesday

8pm-Midnight
729 San Juan St

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
970-264-3005
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$175 Top-Shelf  
Ounces of Flower 

266 EAST PAGOSA STREET
970-264-0942

www.SmokeRingsCo.com
@SmokeRings420
@smokeringspagosa

@SmokeRingsPagosa

Leafly Weedmaps

Welcome to Welcome to 
20232023 Best prices in town!

Friendliest Bud-Tenders in the World!Friendliest Bud-Tenders in the World!

21+ RECREATIONAL DISPENSARY

ONE MAN & HISONE MAN & HIS
DOLLYDOLLY

Austin JonesAustin Jones
(970) 903-4105(970) 903-4105

Moving (local & out of state) • Loading & UnloadingMoving (local & out of state) • Loading & Unloading
Storage Unit Assistance • Yard Sales • Property Clean-outsStorage Unit Assistance • Yard Sales • Property Clean-outs

Furniture Delivery, Rearranging & AssemblyFurniture Delivery, Rearranging & Assembly

No job too big or small!No job too big or small!
Call today for a quote!Call today for a quote!

ing to the Senior Center on Feb. 25 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. to prepare 
seniors’ (age 55 or better) 2022 tax 
returns for free. Appointments are 
available, but are limited and will 
be made on a first-come, first-
served basis. 

Appointment schedule:
• 9 a.m.: seven appointments.
• 10:30 a.m. six appointments.
• Noon to 12:30 p.m.: lunch.
• 12:30 p.m.: seven appoint-

ments.
 • 2 p.m.: six appointments.
 Participants must have income 

of $60,000 or less and must bring 
all documents in order for us to 
complete the return. Participants 
must have ID in the form of driver’s 
license plus Social Security card (or 
copy) or a 1099 SSA form. Please 
contact us at (970) 264-2167 to 
check availability for appoint-
ments.

Free art class to  
celebrate Valentine’s Day 

The next free art class at the 
Senior Center will be Tuesday, Jan. 
31, at 1:15 p.m. No reservations are 
required, but space is limited, so be 
sure to be there by 1:15 p.m. 

We will be making a wreath from 
paper hearts. No art skill is required 
for this class, just a desire to have 
fun and make something pretty. 

All materials will be provided, 
including the scissors to cut out the 
hearts. Templates will be provided 
to make a perfect heart shape, or 
you can draw your own. All ages are 
invited, so if the grandkids are still 
in town, bring them along.

Our teacher will again be Denise 
Fisk, who is a retired elementary 
art teacher from Iowa. She loves art 
and loves sharing art techniques 
with her classes. So, come to the 
Senior Center for some fun, ex-
change ideas with friends and see 
your success in creating a piece of 
Valentine art.

Volunteers needed to 
shovel snow for seniors

With the influx of all the recent 
winter weather, there is a growing 
need to support senior citizens 
with snow shoveling services. To 
that end, the Senior Center is re-
cruiting community volunteers to 
assist seniors in need during the 
remainder of the winter months. 
If you are interested and capable, 
please contact us at (970) 264-2167.

COVID-19 test  
kits available

Stop by the Senior Center to pick 
up a pack of five free COVID-19 
tests for your personal use. These 
kits are available to anyone in the 
public who needs affordable access 
for health promotion and disease 
prevention. 

Text reservations
Text us at (970) 264-2167. Don’t 

forget that we also offer a con-
venient texting service for you 
to communicate with us. When 
texting, please include your name, 
phone number and the days you 
want a meal. If you are calling to 
cancel a reservation, please in-
clude your name, phone number 
and the days you want to cancel. 

Texting services are available for 
dining-in meal reservations, Grab-
n-Go meals and Meals on Wheels 
recipients.

Mobile food pantry 
service available for 
seniors

The Senior Center would like 
to remind the community about 
our mobile food pantry services 
we provide in partnership with 
Archuleta County MET to seniors 
age 60 and older throughout most 
areas of Archuleta County. 

In order to participate in this 
program, community members 
must visit with Barbara Noriega at 
the Senior Center, located in the 
Ross Aragon Community Center, to 
fill out an application to qualify for 
the mobile pantry service. 

The application, called the din-
ing assessment form, is also avail-
able on our website at the bottom of 
the Community Cafe page: http://
www.psseniors.org/community-
cafeacute.html. For more informa-
tion, contact us at (970) 264-2167.

Mahjong
Mahjong is a 19th century Chi-

nese tile-based game that is com-
monly played with four players. 
Each player receives 13 tiles with 
a goal to make matching sets and 
pairs (like poker). To win, a player 
must form four sets and one pair. 
Come to the Senior Center to learn 
or play every Tuesday at 1:15 p.m.

Community Cafe menu
Thursday,Jan. 26 — Meatloaf 

with gravy, mashed potatoes, sweet 
corn, garden salad, fruit and milk. 

Friday, Jan. 27 — Pork chile 
Colorado, Spanish rice, garden 
salad, banana pudding and milk.

Monday, Jan. 30 — Cod piccata, 
glazed carrots, garden salad, fruit, 
German chocolate cake and milk.

Tuesday Jan. 31 — Pork chops 
with sauteed apples, sweet pota-
toes, dinner roll, garden salad, fruit 
and milk.

Wednesday, Feb. 1 — Chicken 
and mushroom crepes, lemon 
asparagus with toasted almonds, 
garden salad, fruit and milk.

Thursday, Feb. 2 — Vegetable 
lasagna with garlic bread, fresh 
berries, carrot cake, garden salad 
and milk. 

Friday, Feb. 3 — Frito pie with 
cheese, coleslaw, cornbread, peach 
cobbler, garden salad and milk. 

Grab-N-Go meals
Grab-N-Go meal reservations 

and cancellations are required. 
Please call or text by 9 a.m. the 

morning of the day you want to 
pick up a meal. A suggested dona-
tion of $10 helps to sustain our 
program. No one will be turned 
away for their inability to donate. 
For ages 59 and younger, the cost is 
$10.50. Please call or text us at (970) 
264-2167 to make a reservation.

Meals on Wheels
We deliver fresh Meals on 

Wheels five days a week (and pro-
vide frozen Meals on Wheels for 
weekends) to homebound Archu-
leta County residents. Call or text 
us at (970) 264-2167.

Requesting donations
ASI has an immediate mon-

etary need to support ongoing 
operations and programming that 
provide critical services to some of 
the most vulnerable in Archuleta 
County. Please consider donating. 

You may mail your donation to 
P.O. Box 3444, Pagosa Springs CO 
81147 or please visit our website: 
http://www.psseniors.org/. Dona-
tion checks can be written to: Ar-
chuleta Seniors Inc. We are located 
at 451 Hot Springs Blvd. 

For more information about 
ASI, please visit http://www.ps-
seniors.org/.

Senior
n continued from previous page
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Pagosa Bible Church announces marriage course
By Dave Stene
Pagosa Bible Church

Are you looking for some prac-
tical support to strengthen your 
relationship? Would you like to find 
a way to deepen and enrich your 
marriage? Could your relationship 
use some help? Then come to the 
Marriage Course.

The Marriage Course is for cou-
ples who are seeking to strengthen 
their relationship. Some couples do 
the course to intentionally invest in 
their relationship, while others are 
looking to address more specific 

challenges. Either way, the course 
offers essential tools and practical 
ideas to help you build a relation-
ship that lasts a lifetime. 

The Marriage Course is based 
on Christian principles, but de-
signed for all couples with or with-
out a church background.

The course is set up like a date 
night, one evening a week for seven 
weeks. Each couple sits at a table 
for two in a room with other cou-
ples. You will enjoy a great dessert 
and watch a video presentation on 
a topic that will help to strengthen 
and enhance your marriage. You 

will also have time to discuss issues 
that are raised with your partner. 
All the conversations are private 
and the setting is structured to 
provide a safe environment in 
which to talk. 

The Marriage Course starts this 
Friday, Jan. 27, and runs for seven 
weeks at Pagosa Bible Church, 209 
Harman Park Drive. Each session 
goes from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The 
cost for the course is $20 per couple 
and child care is provided. If you 
would like to register or have any 
questions, email darren@pagos-
abiblechurch.org. 

New Thought topic: ‘Creating a Year 
of Miracles — Living a Divine Life’
By Shayla McClure
New Thought Center for  
Inspirational Living

The Jan. 29 Sunday service at 11 
a.m. will be with Shayla McClure, 
spiritual director: “Creating a Year 
of Miracles — Living a Divine Life.” 

“When there is light in the soul, 
there is beauty in the person. When 
there is beauty in the person, there is 
harmony in the house. When there is 
harmony in the house, there is order 
in the nation. When there is order 
in the nation, there is peace in the 
world” — Marci Shimoff, “Happy for 
No Reason: 7 Steps to Being Happy 
from the Inside Out.”

Upcoming events
SpiritHeart Band practice is Tues-

day at 6:30 p.m. We welcome musi-
cians and singers to join SpiritHeart 
band. Please text Bruce at (970) 507-
0739 for band information.

Every other Thursday in Janu-
ary at 10 a.m.: “Into Your Genius,” 
a Bob Proctor and Mary Morrissey 
six-week study group with Shayla 
White Eagle. Learn how to activate 
parts of your mind that are unused 
to higher capacities — intuition, the 
will, imagination, memory, percep-
tion and reason.

Class can be attended at the 
New Thought Center or by phone. 
Contact (970) 510-0309 for more 
information.

Saturday, Jan. 28, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.: 
A Spirit Day with White Eagle. Call to 
book your time. For more informa-
tion, contact (970) 510-0309.

Jan. 29, 1 p.m.: Ignite Your Life 
group meeting with Dr. Elaine Hard-
ing.

Feb. 10, 2 to 4 p.m.: Heartfelt 
chocolate making class with Jenelle 
Syverson.

Feb 11, 5 to 7:30 p.m.: Valentine 
BraveHearts celebration benefit 

dinner and music, 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
Contact (970) 309-6067 for reserva-
tions. Tickets are $20.

March 11, 5 to 7:30 p.m.: Acad-
emy Awards red carpet evening ben-
efit. There will be a silent auction, 
appetizers and cash bar. Tickets are 
on sale for $25.

New Thought events are held at 
3505 W. U.S. 160, on the second floor 
of Pagosa Lodge (elevator available). 

Primary Care You Deserve, In the Mountains You Love
970.731.3700 l 95 S. Pagosa Blvd l pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org l

Choose PSMC for Primary Care
Our Primary Care team is here 

to keep you and your family well.
• Comprehensive care for patients of all ages
• Walk-In visits
• Chronic care management
• Integrated behavioral health
• On-site lab and radiology services 

Call today to schedule your visit.
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Subscribe to The SUNOne Farm Share = 20 Weeks
of Organically Produced Veggies!

Contact Chris Frederics at Chris.Frederics@gmail.com 
or visit TerraWalkFarm.com for additional information

NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE
Farm Shares for the 

2023 Growing Season!!!

Preview Calendar
All events listed in The PREVIEW 

Calendar are free of charge unless 
otherwise noted. 

Thursday, Jan. 26
Loaves and Fishes Free Community 

Lunch. 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Community 
United Methodist Church. Note: 
Until further notice, takeout will be 
available across the street from 
the Parish Hall at the Methodist 
Church. Serving grilled hamburg-
ers, chips and dessert to go. In ad-
dition, frozen prepared meals, meat 
and other staples are available for 
those in need. Masks and social 
distancing are required.

Rise Above Violence: Healing 
Circle. Noon-1 p.m., PMAB Studio, 
140 Country Center Drive. The 
Healing Circle is a monthly group 
designed for women who have ex-
perienced interpersonal violence, 
including domestic violence, sexual 
assault and child sexual or physical 
abuse to learn new ways of healing. 
Classes are free of charge and are 
for trauma survivors only. Confiden-
tiality will be upheld and required of 
all participants. No disclosures are 
required or necessary to attend. 
For more information, call Ashley 
Wilson at (970) 264-1129, ext. 4. 

Bridge. 1 p.m., Senior Center. Come 
alone or bring a partner.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
We are happy to help you resolve 
your basic technology questions 
related to computers, smartphones, 
tablets and other electronic devices. 
We can also provide in-depth as-
sistance with accessing any of the 
library’s online resources. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 
students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate and 
advanced students from 5-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services, or PALS, can 
help you with high school equiva-
lency. GED, college prep, financial 
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can 
help you develop a plan to achieve 
your education goals. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information. 

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Wres-
tling. 6 p.m. Pagosa Springs High 

School. Pagosa vs. Montezuma-
Cortez.

Friday, Jan. 27
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able. 

Gaming. 3-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Enjoy video gaming on the Xbox 
360 Kinect. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information. 

Saturday, Jan. 28
LEGO Club. 11 a.m.-noon, Sisson 

Library. For kids 6-12 years old. We 
have the LEGO bricks, all you need 
to bring is your imagination. Contact 
the library at (970) 264-2209 for 
further information.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 2:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa vs. Centauri. 

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 4 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa vs. Centauri. 

Monday, Jan. 30
Medicare Mondays. For anyone 

who needs help navigating Medi-
care plans, fraud concerns and/
or troubleshooting issues that they 
may be having. By appointment 
only. Please call our Medicare line 
at (970) 264-0501, ext. 4. Someone 
will return phone messages within 
24 hours.

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11:30 a.m., 
PLPOA Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave. 
If you have not attended before, 
please call Beverly at (970) 264-
2064 for more information.

Bridge. 1 p.m., Senior Center. Come 
alone or bring a partner.

Tuesday, Jan. 31
Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-

noon, Community United Methodist 
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your 
current stitching project and a 
snack/drink if you wish and enjoy 
the fellowship of other stitchers. 
Open to all. 

Tech Time. 10 a.m.-noon, Sisson 
Library. We are happy to help you 
resolve your basic technology 
questions related to computers, 
smartphones, tablets and other 
electronic devices. We can also 
provide in-depth assistance with 

n See Calendar on next page
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Ruts Driving  Ruts Driving  
You Nuts?You Nuts?
Save money on gas and maximize your tire life with a 
high-definition digital wheel alignment using the latest 
technology from HawkEye™ and Pagosa Springs’ most 
qualified technicians.

10% 
OFF

10% 
OFF

Vehicle Alignment
Bring in or mention this ad for this limited 
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not 
included. May not be combined with any 
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra 
Automotive for details. 

Offer ends 2/28/23

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited 
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not 
included. May not be combined with any 
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra 
Automotive for details. 

Offer ends 2/28/23

Full Service 
Oil & Filter Change

(970) 731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.

Open 8:00 - 5:30  Mon. - Fri.
24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

Piedra Automotive

Half Page Ad
Buy One, Get One FREE!

For the month of February only, purchase a 1/2 page ad 
in The Pagosa Springs SUN or PREVIEW, get the second week FREE! 

Requirements: A minimum of 2 half-page ads must run in February 2 through 23, 2023 editions. 
Must be the same ad for both insertions, runs do not need to be consecutive. Business’ main office must be located in Archuleta County. 

Offer not available for color ads. Limited to the first 10 advertisers. 

Publishing Visitor Guides in Pagosa Springs for over 30 years
Publishing the Official Newspaper of Archuleta County since 1909

It’s the Best Deal of the Year. 
What Are You Waiting For?

Call your friendly, knowledgeable and experienced advertising 
representatives to reserve your advertising space today.

970.264.2100

Preview Calendar
accessing any of the library’s online 
resources. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information.

Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta 
County. 10 a.m., Tennyson Build-
ing Event Center, 197 Navajo Trail 
Drive. Veterans and family mem-
bers are invited to share experi-
ences with vets of all ages. Find 
out about the latest in vets benefits, 
vets news and community-focused 
events. We welcome your participa-
tion in fundraisers to benefit fellow 
vets. You served once, join us in 
continuing that service. Contact 
(970) 880-8387 for more details.

WHIPS (Women Helping in Pagosa 
Springs) Meeting. 11:30 a.m. at 
The Den Sports Bar and Grill. We 
will be wishing Ron Gustafson our 
blessings on his upcoming move 
to Monte Vista. All adult women 
are welcome. RSVPs are needed 
by Sunday, Jan. 29, to (970) 946-
1895.

Online Author Talks: Randall Mun-
roe. Noon. We will gather virtually 
with Randall Munroe, creator of 
“XKCD: What If,” a webcomic 
of romance, sarcasm, math and 
language. Virtual series featuring 
New York Times bestselling authors 
and thought-leaders giving live, 

n continued from previous page professionally moderated book 
discussions you can view on your 
computer, tablet or smartphone 
with Internet access. You also have 
an opportunity to ask questions. Go 
to https://pagosalibrary.org/adult-
services/ to learn more. 

Pagosa Duplicate Bridge. 12:30 
p.m., PLPOA clubhouse, 230 Port 
Ave. Duplicate players new and 
experienced are welcome. We 
are now members of the Durango 
Bridge Club and play ACBL-sanc-
tioned games with computer-dealt 
hands for maximum review options. 
Please email names of playing pair 
to pagosaduplicate@gmail.com 
or call (970) 946-6454 for more 
information. 

Bridge. 1 p.m., Senior Center. Come 
alone or bring a partner.

Art Class: Wreaths. 1:15 p.m., Senior 
Center. No reservations required, 
but space is limited, so be sure to 
be there on time. We will be making 
a wreath from paper hearts. No art 
skill is required for this class — just 
a desire to have fun and make 
something pretty. All materials will 
be provided including the scissors 
to cut out the hearts. Yes, templates 
will be provided to make a perfect 
heart shape, or you can draw your 
own. All ages are invited, so if the 

grandkids are still in town, bring 
them along. 

Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center. 
Pickleball. 1:30-4 p.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 
students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate and 
advanced students from 5-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services, or PALS, can 
help you with high school equiva-
lency. GED, college prep, financial 
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can 
help you develop a plan to achieve 
your education goals. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa vs. Alamosa. 

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa vs. Alamosa.

Wednesday, Feb. 1
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 
n See Calendar on next page
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n See Calendar on page 14

Applications 
Accepted

Nov. 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023

To see if you qualify (see chart) or call 1-866-HEAT-HELP (1-866-432-8435)
Online: Colorado.gov/CDHS/LEAP or Coloradopeak.secure.force.com

For application assistance, call 970-264-8511. 

HOUSEHOLD SIZE
MONTHLY GROSS 

INCOME (60% OF STATE 
MEDIAN INCOME)

 1 $2,880
 2 $3,766
 3 $4,652
 4 $5,539
 5 $6,425
 6 $7,311
 7 $7,477
 8 $7,644
 For each additional add $166
 person over 8

Bird of the Week

Photo courtesy Charles Martinez
This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon 
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the pine siskin.

These birds are gregarious year-round, traveling in flocks to locate 
food, feeding and roosting together, and building nests near each other. 
Members are in constant contact with their “bzzzzzt” calls that keep the 
flock unified. If one shows up at your thistle feeder, several others are 
sure to follow. 

This small, brown-streaked bird shows yellow patches in its wings 
and dark, notched tail, and has a slender, pointed bill. It is a resident 
bird in our area. As their name suggests, these birds extract the seeds 
of conifers but also eat a wide variety of other small seeds, including 
those of alder, grasses, rabbitbrush, weeds including thistle plants, and 
small insects and spiders. Their small size allows them to forage on tips 
of branches and stems, often upside down, to locate food unavailable 
to heavier birds.

Birds employ diverse strategies to eat in winter. Some migrate, either 
thousands of miles, only a few miles downslope, or distances in between, 
for a reliable winter food source. Some hide food in the fall, behind tree 
bark or buried in the ground, to serve as winter food stores. Many switch 
sources and eat what is currently available. Others like the pine siskin 
are nomadic in their search for food.

Several small finches like this one who live in the boreal forests of 
Canada and Alaska are tied to trees that don’t produce seeds every year. 
When cone crops are poor, they head south in large movements called 
irruptions in search of food, to the delight of birdwatchers who live 
outside their normal range. Birds which feed in close proximity at feed-
ers can readily spread disease to each other and finches are especially 
vulnerable. Regular disinfection of feeders helps to keep birds healthy.

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and 
www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/.

Center. Beginner lessons, 8:30-
10:30 a.m. Loaner paddles are 
available.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson 
Library. Join us for great stories, 
fun songs, and plenty of reasons 
to get up and move. It’s a great 
way for kids to have fun while 
building the skills they need to 
become independent readers. All 
ages. Call (970) 264-2209 for more 
information. 

Radon Discussion. 1-2 p.m., Sisson 
Library. A San Juan Basin Public 
Health representative will discuss 
the dangers of radon gas in homes 
and businesses, take questions, 
and distribute free radon test kits.

Elementary Tutoring. 3:30-4:30 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Build essential 
skills in core subjects. Registration 
required. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information.

St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church Pipe 
and Drum Lessons. 5:15-5:45, St. 
Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 225 S. 
Pagosa Blvd. Jim Dorian and Paul 
Elliot, both experienced Scottish 
bagpipers, are happy to teach the 
art of piping free of charge. Contact 
Jim Dorian at (970) 749-2129 for 
more information.

Thursday, Feb. 2
Loaves and Fishes Free Community 

Lunch. 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Community 
United Methodist Church. Note: 
Until further notice, takeout will be 
available across the street from 
the Parish Hall at the Methodist 
Church. Serving white chicken chili, 
salad and dessert to go. In addi-
tion, frozen prepared meals, meat 
and other staples are available for 
those in need. Masks and social 
distancing are required.

Bridge. 1 p.m., Senior Center. Come 
alone or bring a partner.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
We are happy to help you resolve 
your basic technology questions 
related to computers, smartphones, 
tablets and other electronic de-
vices. We can also provide in-depth 
assistance with accessing any of 
the library’s online resources. Call 
(970) 264-2209 for more informa-
tion.

Dungeons and Dragons. 4-6 p.m., 
Discord. Go on an adventure from 
your couch. Contact josie@pago-
salibrary.org for details. 

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 
students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate and 
advanced students from 5-7 p.m.

Preview 
Calendar
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2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year

Debbie Loewen, Broker
(970) 946-3480
debbie@ownpagosa.com
WolfCreekCoRealty.com

Call me today to view these properties!

448 PAGOSA STREET

117 Carefree Place
3 bedroom, 2 bath, .27 acres, deck, 

vaulted ceilings, open concept, 
peek-a-boo lake views

MLS 798875 • $535,000

54 Lisa’s Court
3 bedroom, 2 bath, views of Broken 
Off Point & Dyke Valley, 1.24 acres

MLS 799359 • $299,000 

148 Pike Drive
3 bedroom, 2 bath, cabin, centrally 

located, mountain views, deck, 
1 acre in town

 MLS 797666 • $445,000

44 Tee Court
3 bedroom, 2 bath, upgraded, 

ranch style, cul-de-sac, .29 acres
MLS 796486 • $479,000

117 Ute Drive
1.01 acres, Aspen Springs 4, flat, 
treed lot with mountain views

MLS 797349 • $39,500

225 Oak Place
1 bedroom, 1 bath, 1.07 acres, deck, 
mountain/ valley views, cathedral 

ceiling, cul-de-sac, newly built
MLS 800226 • $349,000

367 Hollow Drive
3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2.2 acres, newly 
remodeled, granite counter tops, no 

HOA, cul-de-sac, wood stove
MLS 800141 • $373,000

Under ContractUnder Contract

Under ContractUnder Contract



Join Us for a 
Special Hearing 

Healthcare Event

Up to $500 OFF
All Advanced Digital Hearing Aids.

With sophisticated, innovative technology, we help preserve and deliver 
a wider range of sound cues to enhance the way you hear!

Coupon expires Feb. 10, 2023

SPECIAL 
GUEST!
Kristen Schardein, 
will be available for 
our special event — 
AT NO CHARGE!

We accept:

CALL 970-398-8911 
to schedule your 

appointment

Join us for our two-day event 

Mon. & Tues., Feb. 6 & 7

Ears 2 U Hearing 
Aid Center
Locally owned & operated since 2005 
190 Talisman Dr. Ste. C-3
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
9 AM TO 5 PM
Coloradohearingaid.com

featuring a 
NATIONALLY KNOWN 

HEARING AID EXPERT!
Effortless hearing. Effort living.
Our most advanced hearing technology gives you the best Starkey Sound™

Evolv AI hearing aids boast our most exceptional 
Starkey Sound yet. With up to 55 million 
personalized adjustments every hour, Evolv AI 
is expertly designed to automatically deliver 
realistic and genuine sound quality in every 
listening environment so you can hear and 
enjoy life.

When it comes to better 
hearing innovation, you 
can expect effortless.

MSRP

Gennette 
Erickson

Owner, 
Hearing  Aid Provider
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EXCAVATION WORK THAT MAKES THE GRADE

DRIVEWAYS • FOUNDATIONS • PONDS • BACKFILLING
FILL DIRT & GRAVEL HAULING • SEPTIC SYSTEMS • UTILITY WORK

Schedule 

your project 

today!

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services, or PALS, can 
help you with high school equiva-
lency. GED, college prep, financial 
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can 
help you develop a plan to achieve 
your education goals. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

San Juan Outdoor Club Monthly 
Meeting. 6 p.m., PLPOA Club-
house, 230 Port Ave. Doug 
Coombs will present photos from 
his month-long travels through 
Brazil last summer. The travel 
included national parks, botanical 
gardens, Amazonia rainforest in the 
dry season, savannahs, Rio de Ja-
neiro, a cruise on the Rio Negro and 
other tributaries of the Amazon, and 
more. Social time starts at 6 p.m. 
with light refreshments. The public 
is welcome. For more information, 
email sanjuanoutdoorclub@gmail.
com. 

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ 
Wrestling. 6 p.m. Pagosa Springs 
High School. League champion-
ship duals.

Friday, Feb. 3
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-

able.
Teen and Tween Takeover. 2-4 

p.m., Sisson Library. Take over the 
library. Our conversational comput-
ers will be reserved for users ages 
9-19. Come play with us. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

Gaming. 3-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Enjoy video gaming on the Xbox 
360 Kinect. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information.

Saturday, Feb. 4
Makerspace. 11 a.m.-noon, Sisson 

Library. Build, design and create.

Monday, Feb. 6
Medicare Mondays. For anyone 

who needs help navigating Medi-
care plans, fraud concerns and/
or troubleshooting issues that they 
may be having. By appointment 
only. Please call our Medicare line 
at (970) 264-0501, ext. 4. Someone 
will return phone messages within 
24 hours.

Wolf Creek Christian Writers Net-
work Meeting. 8-11 a.m., Grace in 
Pagosa, 1044 Park Ave. Christian 
writers’ weekly meeting. For more 
information, contact Kanaka Parea 
at (970) 946-5869.

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Preview Calendar
n continued from page 12

Thank you for 
supporting our 

advertisers!
Advertising makes it possible for us to 
bring you the latest community news.
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BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service 
you and your family through providing quality in our 
work, and being timely and efficient. 
Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing 
water. Water mixed with the normal environments 
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding 
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 
system installations and repairs as well as moisture 
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER 
RESTORATION  

FLOOD 
MITIGATION

DUCT CLEANING
Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor 
Removal

MountainMenDM.com • mail@mountainmendm.com 

“From the start of disaster to moving back 
into your home, We Are Committed 

to the process of restoration.”

We’ve got what you We’ve got what you 
need for your need for your 
winter projects!winter projects!

Vermeer Brush Chippers
Snorkel Man Lifts

And, as always:
Dump Trailers • Skid Steers

Carpet Cleaners
Chippers • Sewer Snakes

Concrete Blankets 
and more!

305 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

See our full line of equipment on 
pinevalleyrental.com

Shop local for your 
equipment rental needs

Taste the differenceTaste the difference

Shop us
Tuesdays at our warehouse  — 140 Seminole Unit 8

Every day at The Choke Cherry Tree — 56 Talisman Unit 8C
Online at www.grassrootsmeats.com  •  970-582-0166

Sign up for our e-mail list and receive 10% off your first 
order. Just enter GRASSROOTS_10 at checkout.

Grass finished beef
Grass finished lamb
Organic free range chicken
All natural pork
All natural duck

that over 20 years of experience
finishing animals on grass can make

JIM GARRETT
v ATTORNEY v

Protecting your interests
LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE

BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS
New location: Downtown, above the theatre

422 PAGOSA ST., NO. 5
 970-880-0468 • 412-508-1060

P.O. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS • jyg44law@gmail.com
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Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

debbie@ownpagosa.com 
448 Pagosa Street  • (970) 946-3480

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year

My Change 
was a Good 
One in 2022.
Let Me Help You 
Make One, Too! Debbie Loewen, new owner of Wolf Creek 

Realty Colorado, with prior owner Eddie Ring.

1st year was a successful one!!
Over $34 million in Real Estate sold.

2023 will be a year of opportunity.
Call me today for your free market analysis

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
970-731-4081 to reserve your ride!

Or, book online at GoWJP.com

Shuttle to Wolf Creek!
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Please call 970-731-4081 24 hours prior to reserve your spot! 
$20 One Way • $30 Round Trip*

*All return trips depart at 4:15 p.m. sharp.
Don’t be late! We are running on a tight schedule!

Monday-Sunday from (by reservation only)
 Wilderness  Alpen Quality Ski & Bow
 Journeys Haus Inn Rack 
 7:30 am 7:40 am 7:50 am 8:00 am

*CUSTOM rides may be scheduled based upon AVAILABILITY
Return shuttle from Wolf Creek at 4:15pm

PUC# 16400

KaseyMariah

2035 Eagle Drive Unit 110tanglestmk tangles hair

Great hair doesn’t happen by chance, 

it happens by appointment. Call for yours today!

Tangles! Hair Salon
970-731-2810

Tanya

WINDOW COVERINGS
Helping Pagosans and beyond to make 
their house a home since 1986.           264-4462

Happy New Year!
I want to thank Pagosa and beyond 

for decades of patronage.  
Wishing you love, health, joy and peace 

for this season and throughout 2023. Cathy Justus W.F.C.P.
Window Fashions Window Fashions 
Certified ProfessionalCertified Professional

ALL PURPOSE 
STORAGE

Coming Soon!
 

Climate Control Units 
beginning of the New Year

Open 9 am-Noon
Call or Email
970-264-5958

AllPurposeStorage193@gmail.com

• 10 x 20 Units $125 per month

• 10 x 10 Units $75 per month

• 5 x 10 Units $50 per month

Located on Put Hill across from the Break Room Brewing Company

Photo courtesy Michael Weir/CalTrout
Copco No. 1 Unit, one of four dams slated for removal on the Klamath River.

What a long, strange trip to kill four dams

Arts
Line

Writers on 
the Range

By Rocky Barker
PREVIEW Columnist

Finally, after a 50-year effort, 
four massive dams on the Klamath 
River in northern California and 
Oregon will start coming down 
this July.

For the Yurok, Karuk, Hoopa, 
Shasta and Klamath tribes living 
along this river since time imme-
morial, there’s much to celebrate. 
They have long fought for the lives 
of the salmon that are harmed by 
these dams and for their right to 
fish for them.

Even PacifiCorp, which mar-
keted the electricity of the four 
hydroelectric-producing dams, 
will also have something to cheer 
about. PacifiCorp, which is owned 
by billionaire Warren Buffett, won’t 
have pricey fish ladders to install 
and its share of the cost of dam 
removal has been passed to rate-
payers in both states. 

Environmentalists are also hail-
ing this latest victory for river 
renewal, based on the Electric 
Consumers Protection Act of 1986. 
The law ordered operators of most 
federal dams to provide passages 
for fish so they could swim up-
stream to spawn.

For California and Oregon of-
ficials, along with farmers and 
others who had reached an agree-
ment as far back in 2008, the dam 
removals signal that this long and 
emotional fight is finally over. And 
why has there been a settlement 
after all this time? A short answer 
is the growing reality of the West’s 
increasing aridity.

In 2001, yet another dry year in 

the upper Klamath, farmers woke 
up to find their headgates for ir-
rigation water locked. It was done 
to preserve flows for endangered 
salmon, but for outraged farmers it 
meant their crops were ruined and 
they lost anywhere from $27 mil-
lion to $47 million. Death threats 
followed, along with shootings and 
even a farmers’ cavalry charge. 

The newly elected Bush admin-
istration reacted by making sure 
the farmers got their water, though 
this triggered one of the largest 
salmon die-offs in history. The 
Klamath tribes were infuriated.

The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission started tackling the 
issue in 2007 by ordering Pacifi-
Corp to install fish ladders on its 
four fish-killing dams. After electric 
rates soared 1,000 percent, that left 
everybody mad and set the stage 
for a deal.

In a turnaround for the Bush 
administration, a pact was almost 

n See Writers on next page
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Book US direct for Medicaid non-emergency medical transportation
Food & Grocery Delivery • Doctor’s Visits

Serving Durango to South Fork and metro Pagosa

PAGOSA CAB
(970) 398-0123

Taxi & Airport Shuttle Service

PUC 55878 

Why pay 
more?

Oil Change
& More !

Greg GilesGreg Giles
Owner/OperatorOwner/Operator

Pagosa Pagosa 

ExpressExpress
Lube

No Appointment 
Necessary!

1985 Eagle Drive • 731-1400
Next to Pagosa Tire & Auto 
Locally Owned/Operated

Any Full Service  
Oil Change

$12 Off
Any Full Service  

Synthetic Oil Change

$7 Off
.Buy One,
Get One

fRee
Wiper Blades

reached in 2008, when Interior 
Secretary Dirk Kempthorne, who 
had stubbornly opposed breaching 
dams, persuaded Oregon Demo-
cratic Gov. Ted Kulongoski and 
Republican California Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger to reach an agree-
ment. 

The deal had something for 
everyone: The Klamath tribes, with 
senior water rights, subordinated 
those rights for a large grant to 
purchase land. The federal govern-
ment paid half the cost of removing 
the dams and the state of California 
paid the other half. 

Then a stumbling block intrud-
ed: Powerful Republicans opposed 
dam removal and the legislation 
that would have put the agreement 
into effect. 

But negotiations continued, this 
time without the federal govern-
ment picking up any of the costs. As 
2022 ended, California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom joined Oregon Gov. Kate 
Brown, PacifiCorp, the tribes and 
others to celebrate the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission’s ap-
proval of the dams coming down. 

When they hold the big cel-
ebration this summer as the dams 
crumple, I hope people remember 
the courageous role of Kemp-

thorne, who broke the impasse 
over the dams back in 2008. 

When the very first American 
dam was destroyed in 1999, I 
was in Augusta, Maine, to help 
celebrate. After the Edwards Dam 
was breached, the Kennebec River 
ran free for the first time since the 
novelist Nathaniel Hawthorne 
walked its banks 160 years before. 
On the south side of the river stood 
residents whose ancestors worked 
in the mills the dam had powered. 
Many were crying. It reminded me 
that change is never easy.

And in 2012, I celebrated with 
others when the first of two dams 
on western Washington’s Elwha 
River was breached. In both places, 
and as is true for most of the 1,200 
dams that have been removed 
since then, rivers have quickly 
returned to life.

I look forward to seeing that 
same amazing burst of renewal 
after the four lower Snake River 
dams finally come down.

Rocky Barker is a contributor to 
Writers on the Range, writerson-
therange.org, an independent non-
profit dedicated to spurring lively 
conversation about the West. He is a 
longtime reporter about the North-
west. Views expressed do not necessar-
ily represent those of The SUN.

Writers
n continued from previous page

‘I am not a fan of Jesus’
By Stan F. Counsell
PREVIEW Columnist

Imagine a large and boister-
ous Sunday afternoon parade 
marching through downtown 
with drums beating loudly, clowns 
holding brightly colored balloons, 
marchers waving at the onlookers 
and a band playing glorious God-
honoring music.  It would get our 
attention, right?  We would prob-
ably huddle up at the curb and 
cheer them on; after all, everybody 
loves a parade.

But, what if the parade’s people 
chanted, “I am not a fan of Jesus,” 
and even carried signs displaying 
that same perceived in-your-face 
statement? Wouldn’t that cause a 
myriad of responses?  Many would 
be horrified, their jaws dropping, 
eyes bulging, with steam spewing 
from their ears.  Others, not wish-
ing a confrontation, would pretend 
they didn’t hear or see something 
so “disturbing.”  Still, some parade 
route liners would venture a hearty, 
“Me, too,” and join the parade. 

Such a strong proclamation 
would most certainly shred some 
of the peace and serenity of this 
mountain paradise, the air imme-
diately electrified.  But, wait, the 
marchers are some local church 
leaders and parishioners.  This 
just can’t be.  Is this the end of the 
world, people quitting on Jesus?  
Actually, it’s not.

A closer look shows the march-
ers are more in line with God’s 
word than many, seeing the Lord 
for what He truly is and who they, 
His followers, are.  It’s all about our 
relationship with Jesus.  Are we His 
fans or His followers?

As God said in Genesis 2:18, 
“It is not good that man should 
be alone.”  The operative Hebrew 
word for “not good” is the word 
“not.”  It is translated as “never.”  
Almighty God, the creator of hu-
mankind, said it is never good to 
be alone.  

We weren’t created to be an is-
land, a lone wolf or a solitary tree 
in the midst of nowhere.  We were 
created to have a solid and worthy 
relationship first with God, then 
with family and others.  Even hav-
ing pets is a delightful blessing and 
comfort when feeling alone.  

But, sometimes a “fork in the 
road” can present itself in a rela-
tionship.  Someone might have 
a problem trusting others due to 
past hurts.  There can be different 
life goals, education, age, cultures 
and maturity levels that become 

difficult to ignore.  It’s as if pebbles 
start mounting inside our sandals; 
we can ignore that lone little one 
for a season but, when more gather, 
the discomfort can’t be ignored.

Relationships can be that way: a 
great start, but then small difficul-
ties grow over time and friendships 
become threatened — the prover-
bial fork in the road, decision time.  
Jesus encountered this “fork” many 
times when He walked the earth.  

In John 6:66-69, Jesus was de-
livering some difficult teachings 
about Himself and many of His 
followers left, no longer willing to 
follow Him.  Jesus turned to the 
Twelve and said, “Do you want 
to leave me too?” The disciples, 
uneasy at such hard teachings, 
counted the cost and chose to re-
main His followers.

Just what is the difference be-
tween a fan or follower of Jesus?  
Some of the following is gleaned 
from the book “Not A Fan” by Kyle 
Idleman, a teaching pastor in Lou-
isville, Ky.  

In Luke 9:57-62, three different 
people approached Jesus about 

Arts
Line

A Matter 
of Faith

n See Faith on next page
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A1 Taxi
970-585-4903

Fully licensed and insured! 
Smoke-free vehicles!

Local discount system- just ask! 
8am-8pm daily or by appointment!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

Reliability 
Matters!

Courtesy 
Counts!

97 B Hopi Drive (previously Waggin’ Tails) Call for appointment, 970-317-464597 B Hopi Drive (previously Waggin’ Tails) Call for appointment, 970-317-4645
Dog & Cat Grooming • Walk-Ins WelcomeDog & Cat Grooming • Walk-Ins Welcome

Offers Great Rates & Superb Care for all of  your 
Boarding & Daycare Needs

The Peaceful Groomer

Charlotte P. Yochem
Attorney*

Straightforward Estate Planning
Wills, Powers Of  Attorney, Directives

charlotte@yochemlaw.com
512-529-6288

www.linkedin.com/in/charlotteyochem
Pagosa Springs, Colorado

*Licensed to Practice Law in Colorado and Texas

• Local
• Nights and Weekends 
• Delivery Available!

RENT A CAR

(970) 585-9181(970) 585-9181

Pagosa Auto Rents
$70   per Day

Visit pagosaautorents.com

Pagosa’s premier business center 
has an opening for your well-run business.

For info on leasing in the uptown Pagosa Country Center 
(City Market center), call Mike McTeigue

914-588-5651

Grow your 
business! 

following Him.  Unfortunately, 
all three had, to them, commit-
ment issues of varying sorts.  They 
“knew” Jesus would give them 
leave.  But Jesus, seeing through 
their smoke of excuses, didn’t.

These three made themselves 
but fans of Jesus.  A fan will cheer 
you on, admire you, even be willing 
to commit some time to helping 
you.  They will, in essence, be say-
ing, “I will love you forever, today.”

A fan wants to wear a cross.  A 
follower wants to bear the cross.  
A fan has no problem receiving a 
small touch from God.  A follower 
wants a complete renovation.  A 
fan can enthusiastically admire 
the cause of Christ.  But a follower 
will deny themselves, take up their 
cross and follow Jesus.

Furthermore, a fan is interested 
in looking their best for show.  A 
follower wants to be their best in 
service to Christ.  A fan will greatly 
value their personal comfort zone.  
A follower will consider the cause 
of Christ their true comfort zone.  A 
fan keeps their eye on their watch.  
A follower keeps their eye on Jesus 
Christ — the Word that became 
flesh and dwelt among us.  

Finally, a fan considers it an 
option to find a biblically healthy 
Christian church to attend spar-
ingly when it suits them.  A follower 
will seek, find and strongly commit 

to such a church — hook, line and 
sinker.

When we come to the saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, a spiri-
tual fork in the road appears before 
us.  We made our choice for Him, 
but of what value is that choice?  Is 
that value one of ease because we 
have our life to live?  Or, do we feel 
the burden of the apostle Paul when 
he wrote in Philippians 1:21, “For 
me, living is for Jesus Christ.  But, 

when I die, there will be great gain.”
Our daily walk with God will be 

littered with forks.  God will always 
call out to us, “Choose life!” (Deu-
teronomy 30:19).  Will we?  One 
choice will be of ease, the other 
one  of service.  Will we listen to 
ourselves or Jesus Christ — be a 
fan or a follower? 

Let’s join the parade so that 
people will know our true and final 
stand.  

Faith
n continued from previous page

Quick and easy ways to give 
your kitchen a new look
Special to The PREVIEW

Kitchens are often described as 
the busiest rooms in a home. Kitch-
ens are where meals are prepared 
and tend to be go-to gathering spots 
on holiday get-togethers and during 
other events when homeowners 
host family and friends.

With so much time spent in the 
kitchen, it’s easy to see how home-
owners might grow a little bored by 
these rooms. The cost of a kitchen 
remodel won’t be cheap, as the 
home improvement resource Angi.
com notes that the typical cost of 
such a project in the United States 
is between $13,000 and $38,000. 
Angi.com estimates even indicate 
that a high-end remodel could cost 
homeowners as much as $61,000. 
That’s beyond many homeowners’ 
budgets. 

But the good news is that there 
are many quick and easy, not to 
mention less expensive, ways to give 
a kitchen a new look:

• Repaint and restyle the cabi-
nets. Cabinet space is an undeni-
ably precious commodity in a 
kitchen, especially as more and 
more homeowners embrace their 
inner chef and cook more com-

plicated meals at home. After all, 
the more expansive a home chef’s 
culinary repertoire, the more space 
that person needs to store all the 
tools of the cooking trade. A full 
cabinet replacement is unnecessary 
if the cabinets are still functional 
and not overcrowded, so repainting 
them can be a great way to give the 
kitchen a new look while keeping 
costs reasonable. During the paint-
ing project, homeowners can install 
new cabinet knobs and/or drawer 
pulls to freshen up the style of the 
cabinets even further.

• Install under-cabinet lighting. 
Another inexpensive way to give a 
kitchen a new look is to install under-
cabinet lighting. Under-cabinet 
lighting serves both an aesthetic and 
practical purpose. From a purely 
aesthetic standpoint, under-cabinet 
lighting can make a kitchen feel 
more warm and keep the kitchen 
illuminated when meals aren’t be-
ing prepared and homeowners don’t 
want to have their overhead lights on 
but still want to be able to navigate 
the kitchen safely. During meal prep, 
under-cabinet lighting can illumi-
nate counters so it’s easier to chop, 
peel and perform other prep tasks.

• Replace existing backsplash. 

Replacing backsplash is another 
simple, inexpensive and effective 
way to give a kitchen a new feel. 
Homeowners can opt for something 
neutral that won’t upset their exist-
ing decor or go with a more bold 
backsplash that immediately draws 
the attention of anyone who enters 
the room. This simple job can be 
done by the average do-it-yourselfer 
and the cost of new backsplash won’t 
break the bank.

• Replace existing seating. Wheth-
er you have an island countertop 
with bar stools or a breakfast nook 
with cushioned seats, replacing the 
seating is a budget-friendly job that 
can create a new look when enter-
ing the room. Countertop bar stools 
come in many styles, so giving this 
area of the kitchen a new feel can 
be as simple as shifting from classic, 
high-back stools to more modern 
swivel stools with a chrome base. For 
the breakfast nook, replacing a light-
colored bench cushion with a bolder 
alternative can instantly transform 
the look of the space.

Kitchen remodels can break the 
bank, but there’s a host of budget-
friendly ways for cost-conscious 
homeowners to revitalize these 
popular spaces in their homes. 

“WE’RE STILL GOING HOUSE “WE’RE STILL GOING HOUSE 
HUNTING, RIGHT?”HUNTING, RIGHT?”

 Debbie Loewen
 Employing Broker

 debbie@ownpagosa.com 
 (970) 946-3480

448 Pagosa Street

You bet!



STACEY: Hi, my name is Stacey. I am an adult 
female cat that was found wandering by City 
Market. I would be best as a barn cat as I do 
not really like to be handled. Please come by 
the shelter if you would like to adopt me. Barn 
cats are adopted at a special rate of $10. Call 
(970)731-4771.
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GEORGE: Hi, I’m George. I am a laid-back 
dude who was brought up with other dogs 
and older kids. I’m house trained and not 
destructive when I am home alone. I like to 
meet other dogs slowly. I would love to find 
my forever home, ideally with no cats. Come 
by the shelter or call (970)731-4771.

Think Hair
Think Elizabeth

970-903-5152

Runs With Scissors 
Hair Studio

Lynn Guthrie

309-657-9828

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

Submit 
your classified ad 

online.
PagosaSUN.com

Too Late To Classify
Services
Help Wanted
Announcements
Yard Sales
Lost and Found
Pets
Personals
Livestock
Wanted
For Sale
Recreational Vehicles
Autos
Residential Rentals
Commercial Rentals
Commercial Property
Business Opportunities
Mobile Homes
Condos
Timeshares
Houses
Open Houses
Ranches
Property

INDEX

Start @ $97

Name

Address

City                       State              Zip

❏ Mastercard  ❏ Visa  ❏ Check enclosed

Account number

Expiration date

Signature

Thursday wouldn’t be 
Thursday without ...

The Pagosa Springs Sun
PO Box 9

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

(970) 264-2100 

❏ In county $35 yearly

❏ Out of county $45 yearly

SYLVESTER: Hi, my name is Sylvester. I’m a 
fun little 5-year-old guy looking for my forever 
home. I love to play with toys but I also love 
to cuddle. If you think we are a match, please 
come by the shelter or call (970)731-4771.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alco-
holics Anonymous meets Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 5:30-6:30p.m. at the Restoration 
Fellowship Church, 264 Village Drive. Ques-
tions? Contact Richard at (970)903-1456 or 
Diamond at (970)264-1073. More resources at 
www.aa.org, www.aa-westerncolorado.com, 
(970)245-9649, or (888)333-9649 (24 hours).
FREE ISRAELI FOLKDANCE CLASS at 
Ross Aragon Community Center every Tues-
day from 6-8 p.m. Ages 13 and up. Come in 
comfortable clothes. No experience neces-
sary. Call Kim at (970)946-7285 or Jasmine 
at (276)730-4408.
PAGOSA AA: M-W-F 5:30P.M.; Sunday 
10a.m., noon M-F. Zoom Sunday 10a.m., 
ID 858 319 763, password 754 234, 315 N. 
2nd St., County Road 200 (.2 miles off 160). 
Information, call Marcia (970)946-8475, Kathi 
(970)946-1482, or Central Office (888)333-
9649.
CONCERNED ABOUT ANOTHER’S DRINK-
ING? Pagosa Springs Al-Anon Family Group, 
Tuesdays 6-7p.m., Pagosa Bible Church. 
Questions? Call/text (303)815-8569. www.
al-anon.org. 
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS MEETING at 
Big Mountain Realty. Wednesdays, 6-7p.m. 
For more information, contact Jimmy at 
(512)696-5545.

PINE VALLEY RENTAL. Rental shop seeking 
reliable, dependable, self efficient motivated 
front desk clerk. Must have good customer 
service, phone skills and basic computer 
knowledge! Full time Monday- Friday, 8a.m.-
5p.m. Email resume to ppine000@centurytel.
net or come pick up an application at the office, 
305 Bastille Dr.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF SEALED BID AUC-
TION. The Town of Pagosa Springs an-
nounces the sale of the following commercial 
cooking appliances: 1) Blodgett Stacked 
Convection Oven; 2) Dynamic Cooking Sys-
tem Griddle; 3) Dynamic Cooking System 6 
Burner Gas Range with Oven; and 4) Dynam-
ic Cooking System Deep Fryer. All appliances 
are approximately 20 years old and are being 
sold as is. Information and bidding forms 
can be obtained at Town Hall or by emailing 
surplus@pagosasprings.co.gov. Bids must be 
delivered to the Town Hall no later than 2p.m. 
on Thursday, February 9, 2023.
2 BEDROOM, 1 BATH remodeled mobile 
home on 1 acre in Aspen Springs. Easy ac-
cess to highway, 20x20 shop space. $1,200/ 
month plus utilities. Available January 1. 
(970)946-2728.
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SERVICES

REMODELING
NEW ADDITIONS

COMMERCIAL

SERVICES

Call Dan • (970) 582-0006

FIRE & ICE

FIREWOOD
Snow Removal

Master Craftsman
Handyman Services
Remodeling Specialist
 Kitchens • Baths • Decks 
Additions • Basements
Interior Trim • Painting
Exterior Siding Installation
Concrete Work • and more
Large & Small Repair Work

Steve 
(970) 946-3356

SERVICES SERVICES

25+ Years Experience
Check our work out — Highland Painters Pagosa — on Facebook

970-585-4191

“Where Quality Comes First”
Qualified in All Aspects of Painting

Free Estimates

PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO

We can facilitate all your maintenance or remodeling needs - Kitchen, bath, decks & plumbing
Project/renovation ManageMent  — Architecture, permitting, engineering & interior design 

High Meadows Properties, LLC
A Premier Property Management Company Since 2003

For a more complete list of services and testimonials, go to www.HighMeadowsProperties.com

Home Maintenance
& Security Checks

Call today (970) 403-2263

TURN A JOB

TO DO INTO

A JOB WELL

DONE

Pagosa 

Construction Services

Call (970) 749-4252
Licensed & Insured  •  20+ Years Experience 

Remodels including Kitchen & Bath
Siding • Decking • Drywall • Painting

No Job Too Small

Snow 
Removal!

SNOWPLOWINGSNOWPLOWING
& HAULING& HAULING

Equipment • Gravel • Hay • Oversize
Excavation • Dirt Work • Driveways

Rock Walls • Fire Mitigation • Fencing • Utilities
Call Jason Elder, owner/operator

(970) 618-9188

JD's Cool Water 
Heating
is Back!

Specializing in

Boilers & 
Tank-less Water Heaters

27 years in Pagosa Springs • (970) 946-3989
Colorado License PC0001348, Insured

Excavation • Dirt Work  
Asphalt Driveways • Foundations • Ponds • Septic Systems

Skid Steer • Mini Excavator 
Seven-ton Dump Truck

Free Estimates

Call Josh at 970-903-5892 
Serving Pagosa Springs, Arboles & Chromo

Contracts, Leases, Wills & Trusts
Formation, Securities & Employment

FSBO, Landlord/Tenant & Property Management
MED, Hemp & FDA Compliance

Copyrights & Trademarks

Local Real Estate, Business 
& Estate Planning Attorney

To schedule your free 
consultation, email 

alex@buscherlaw.com

Visit 
pagosabusinesslaw.com 
for more information.

Detail Oriented, Trustworthy & Reliable Cleaners
For All Your Housekeeping & Window Cleaning Needs

Find us on Google & Facebook

Text/call Kim  (970) 946-6446

CRANE
23 Ton | 80’ Reach

Call Ed 970-946-2606 
edspetsitting@gmail.com

Licensed & Bonded

PET SITT ING
I’ll treat your pet as my own

Ed’s 

The Water 
Runner
Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery

Cistern Deep Cleaning
(970) 731-5022

Chadd Carnley, owner

You call,
we haul!
Since 1999

Feel the warmthFeel the warmth

Custom installation & finish work 

Chase caps
Snow splitters

Pagosa Peak 
Custom Fireplaces
1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:
(970) 264-2006
www.pagosafireplaces.com

Wood & Gas 
Burning 

Fireplaces 
& Stoves

Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth 
Isokern • FMI
Enviro Pellet 

Stoves

CALL FOR OUR WINTER 
STORAGE SPECIALS

Storage Containers 
available to rent or buy

VEHICLE STORAGE 
BOTH INDOOR AND OUTDOOR

Call today!

970-731-0007
PagosaSpringsStorage.com

Submit your 
classified ad online.

PagosaSUN.com



PART-TIME POSITION FOR SNOWPLOW-
ING/ snow removal. Must have valid Colorado 
license and transportation. Pay based on expe-
rience and knowledge. Call (970)946-2061, Eric.
OFFICE ASSISTANT NEEDED for estab-
lished construction company. Detail oriented, 
scopes, scheduling, sales. Please call 
(970)403-5119 and submit resumes to info@
fullertonworks.com.
HUMANE SOCIETY OF PAGOSA SPRINGS 
Animal Shelter Kennel Attendant. Full time 
available, may include some weekend work. 
Job requires cross-training in all aspects of 
the shelter operation, including working with 
animals and the public. Must adhere to shelter 
procedures to maintain animal health and 
safety. Previous animal care experience help-
ful but not mandatory. Must be a team player. 
Reliable transportation, and background 
check required. Perks: Employee discount 
on all thrift store purchase. Pick up application 
and apply in person at the Humane Society 
Animal Shelter, 465 Cloman Blvd.
DO YOU HAVE THE WILLINGNESS AND 
DESIRE TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY? 
Help us plan and make the 72nd Archuleta 
County Fair bigger and better! We are looking 
for additional Fair Board Members. Applica-
tions can be picked up at the CSU Extension 
building or on our website at archuletacoun-
tyfair.com. For any further information please 
contact us at archuletacountyfair@gmail.com 
and we will get back to you. 
CDOT IS HIRING. Colorado Department of 
Transportation is hiring temporary highway 
maintenance specialists in Archuleta County. 
Temporary positions are 9 months or less; 
salary is $23/ hour; Colorado Class A or B 
Commercial Drivers License is required. 
CDOT is an EEO employer. Apply at: https://
www.governmentjobs.com/careers/colorado.
COLORADO ROCK & DIRT EXCAVATION 
is seeking to hire equipment operators and 
laborers to join our team. Competitive pay 
and PTO.  Please forward your resume to 
coloradorockdirt@gmail.com or contact the 
office at (970)264-3478.
AUTO CAD DRAFTSMAN with residential 
experience. Part-time hours which could grow 
into full time. We have all equipment needed. 
Pay negotiable. You can work remotely from 
home (if you have your own equipment). Or 
you can work in our office. Please contact 
(970)731-3071 for more information.
PHOTOGRAPHER WANTED. Powder Por-
traits at Wolf Creek Ski Area is looking to hire 
outgoing individuals who love the mountain! 
$17-$20 an hour depending on experience 
plus commission and a season pass. Please 
call (970)880-1553 to set up an interview.
HELP WANTED PART-TIME or full-time, at 
Pagosa Bar and Silver Dollar Liquor Store. 
Must be able to work weekends and nights. 
Apply at Silver Dollar Liquor Store.
PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time 
cashier. Please come and apply in person at 
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.
DEDICATED CLEANERS, UP TO $17/ hour. 
Must be detail oriented, trustworthy, reliable 
and committed. Text Pagosa Sparkles, LLC, 
(970)946-6446.
NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a 
full-time cashier and a full-time deli cook. 
Deli hours are Monday thru Friday, 5a.m.-
1p.m. Please come apply in person at 30 N. 
Pagosa Blvd. 
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

CUSTOMER SERVICE/SALES
Ponderosa Lumber is seeking a 
customer service oriented individual 
for telephone and counter sales. 
Knowledge of building materials is a 
plus. Responsibilities include:

• Answering inbound phone calls
• Customer service
• Stocking
• Data Entry

This is a full time position, which 
offers Profit Sharing, 401(k), 
medical/dental, vision and 
immediate Paid Time Off.

For more information, please call: 
(970) 731-4111 or apply in person at 
2435 Eagle Dr.

HEALTH SERVICES

SERVICESSERVICESSERVICES

Submit 
your 

classified 
ad online.

PagosaSUN.com

Drs. King Campbell & Peter Roukema
We are looking for an energetic and 

reliable Dental Assistant  to join our fun 
team. No experience? We will train the 

right person.
3-4 days per week. Great hours, 

competitive pay, and benefits available.
Please contact 

“hello@pagosapeakfamilydentistry.com” 
with inquiries and resumes.

DENTAL ASSISTANT WANTED. SAN JUAN 
DENTAL is seeking a Dental Assistant to join 
our lovely practice. Are you kind, caring, com-
passionate and friendly? Come join our team. 
Competitive benefits and a great place to 
spend your working hours, Monday- Thursday. 
Email resume to drericmsmithdds@aol.com.

FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME FRONT DESK 
POSITIONS – Healing Waters Resort & Spa. 
Our front desk is open 8am to 10pm daily - 
shifts may include day, evening & weekend 
hours. We are looking for staff members 
with strong customer service skills, who are 
self-motivated and work well with a team. 
Comfort with computers a plus. Download 
application at www.pshotsprings.com/con-
tact-spa-motel/employment-opportunities/ or 
stop by 317 Hot Springs Blvd. Employees and 
immediate family soak for FREE! Apply today!

ROOF LABORER NEEDED with some con-
struction experience. Will train. $20-$25/ hour 
to start. (970)749-0830.

PONDEROSA LUMBER IS SEEKING a 
person for a yard associate/ driver position. 
Lumber experience and/or CDL license is a 
plus, but not necessary. Duties may include 
delivering loads to job sites, as well as helping 
customers in the yard, loading/ unloading 
trucks and providing inventory support. We 
offer competitive wages based on experience 
and a benefit package that includes Holiday 
Pay, Paid Time Off, 401(k) and Medical/
Dental insurance for full-time employees. 
Please apply in person at 2435 Eagle Drive 
in Pagosa Springs.

ASSISTANT BREWER. Opportunity of a 
lifetime! Will train. Must be 21+ years old. 
Applications on Facebook, email: info@
pagosabrewing.com, or at Pagosa Brewing. 
No phone calls. Cheers!
PAGOSA PEAK OPEN SCHOOL has 
openings for a Behavioral Paraprofessional 
and Interventionist/ High Impact Tutor for 
this school year. Please see our website 
www.pagosapeakopenschool.org for more 
information.
FULL-TIME LPN OR RN POSITION at Pine 
Ridge Extended Care. Apply in person, 119 
Bastille Dr. Under new management.
GENERAL LABORER, general labor, 
construction and ranch work. Please call 
(970)264-5000.
CNA CLASS STARTING SOON. Full-time 
positions available. Alternating weekends 
off. Competitive wages and benefit package. 
Apply at Pine Ridge Extended Care, 119 
Bastille Dr., Pagosa.
MAINTENANCE PERSON NEEDED for 
Lakeview Estates Apartments. Must have 
experience and own tools. $20 per hour. 
Apply in person, 857 N. Pagosa Blvd. or send 
resume to mountainsiderhonda@gmail.com.
THE TOWN OF PAGOSA SPRINGS is seek-
ing to hire a Finance Specialist in our Adminis-
tration Division. The individual selected for this 
position is responsible for performing a variety 
of routine and complex financial, record keep-
ing, and administrative functions to support the 
operation of the Office of the Town Clerk. This 
is a full-time position with benefits. For more 
information on the position and to apply, go 
to the Town’s website at www.pagosasprings.
co.gov and select Employment.
PHYSICAL THERAPY TECH- Rocky Moun-
tain Physical Therapy has an opening for a full-
time Physical Therapy Tech. We are looking 
for a dependable, energetic multitasker who 
will enjoy helping people recover from surger-
ies, injuries, accidents and other health issues 
to join our team. No prior experience neces-
sary. We offer competitive pay and benefits 
including paid holidays, paid sick leave, 401k 
plan, and a profit-sharing program. Please 
submit resume to RMPT, 35 Mary Fisher Circle 
or email to rockymountainpt@yahoo.com.
SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY HELP WANTED 
ADS — tinyurl.com/d64deel9. The Pagosa 
Springs SUN.
KITCHEN HELP, MORNING AND afternoon 
shifts. No experience necessary. Flexible 
schedule and competitive wages. Apply in 
person, Pine Ridge Extended Care, 119 
Bastille Dr., Pagosa Springs. EOE.

HELP WANTED

HOT SPRINGS HEALERS. Healing sessions 
in the hot springs! Chiropractic/ craniosacral 
and acupuncture. Serving Pagosa over 
27years. Dr. Dean Sanna and Amanda. 
(970)844-0645.

SNOW REMOVAL: ROOFS, DECKS, drive-
ways. (970)903-1929.
CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING. Reasonable 
prices. Linda Lerno, (970)731-5173.
WE HAUL. WE WILL haul off anything but 
your marijuana or your mother- in- law. 
No job too big or too small. We also move 
buildings. We don’t haul pigs. Dan Snow 
(719)849-8873.
HANDY HELPERS. We are here to lend a 
helping hand. From sheetrock and painting, 
to flooring and complete remodels, there’s 
not much we won’t do. Give us a call today at 
(970)403-9159 to get you scheduled.
ROOF REPAIR, INSPECTIONS, TIGHTEN-
ING, replacement and more. Contact Mint 
Roofing at (970)426-5255.
EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR HOUSE painting 
and staining. Kitchens, bathrooms, decks, 
granite countertops and more. Call Josh 
Soniat (970)903-5892.
AFFORDABLE KITCHENS, proudly doing 
business in Pagosa Springs since 2000. Cabi-
nets, counter tops and installation. Please call 
(970)749-4335. Mike Barr, owner-operator.
QUALITY MOUNTAIN WORKS! Experienced 
in many areas! HOME REPAIRS, IMPROVE-
MENTS. Exterior/ interior painting, decks, 
flooring, EXCAVATION/ HAULING, dump 
trailer for hire, fencing, and more!! Call Dustin 
(970)585-4091. 
TREE REMOVAL. Licensed and insured up 
to $2 million. Free estimates. No obligations. 
Call OR text (970)903 8068. 
LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable 
and reliable. (970)946-2061.
PAGOSA SPARKLES, LLC. Group of high 
standard cleaners, reliable, trustworthy and 
affordable. Window cleaning also available. 
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.
DRIVEWAY PLOWING. Estimates will be 
given. (719)849-1003.
REMODEL CARPENTRY, TILE SETTING. 
New construction of studios, hobbyist struc-
tures, barns, hunting cabins, treehouses, 
tiny homes, VRBO structures and more. Call 
us today (970)398-5907. Email: joshua@
chromomountainconstruction.com.
GOLDEN APPLIANCE SERVICE, Pagosa 
Springs. We service all residential major 
brands, appliance repairs. (480)433-1776.
BAZ THE HANDYMAN PAGOSA Springs is 
your one stop shop for wide range of home 
maintenance and repair solutions. Just call 
Baz (480)433-1776.
ROOF REPAIRS, LEAKS, RESCREWS, 
INSPECTIONS. 35+ years experience. Call 
Jeff at Blair Roofing (970)903-6556.
AUTHENTIC ADOBE CONSTRUCTION: 
Dwellings. Solar Greenhouses. Kiva fireplac-
es. Adobe and cob hornos. Garden walls. 
More! Energy efficient “Rocket Mass Heaters.” 
Highly experienced “Master” earth builder. 
Project management. Consulting. David, 
(970)264-4923.
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE/ HOME CARE 
checks, providing snow removal, landscaping, 
handyman services. Call Eric (970)946-2061.
RICHARD DECLARK ELECTRICAL is 
available for all your electrical services from 
remodels to new construction. I have been in 
Pagosa for 15 years, no job too small or too 
large. (970)903-1456.

METAL ROOF REPAIR, TIGHTENING or 
replacing. Chimney cleaning, chimney repair. 
Replacement or new chimney installs. Call 
(970)731-4585 office, or (970)946-1275.
SEEKING LIVE IN CAREGIVER position 
(elderly and/or special needs) house sitter, 
4 seasons in/out cleaner/ snow removal in 
exchange for room and board. Excellent client 
references; current CPR/ first aid; AWD trans-
port services; certified adaptive ski coach. Call 
or text (970)508-0282. 
RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25 
cents/ sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden 
charges. Owner/ operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual. 
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted.
SNOW REMOVAL FROM DRIVEWAYS, 
roofs, walkways. Tractor with blower and 
truck with plow. Call now for scheduling. 
(970)946-2061.
HOME REPAIRS, IMPROVEMENTS: Decks. 
Masonry. Tile. Carpentry. Painting. Drywall. 
Plaster. Adobe. Rocket mass heaters. More! 
Honest, well experienced craftsman. David, 
(970)264-4923.
WELDER- 20 YEARS PIPE and structural 
certified, guaranteed work, custom fabrication, 
handrails, gates, repairs, fully equipped mobile 
welding rig ready to bring the shop to you. Call 
Sean (970)946-0385.
ELEVATED HOME REPAIRS. EXPERI-
ENCED in small home repairs, large home 
repairs and remodeling. Call (970)844-4169.
REDMAN RENOVATIONS IS AN LLC in 
Pagosa that specializes in finish carpentry. 
Bathrooms, kitchens, plumbing, electrical, 
flooring, siding, paint, tile and more. Call or 
text Nolan at (970)946-0050.
SKID STEER EXCAVATOR, DUMP trailer for 
hire. Driveways, foundations, gravel, etc. Call 
Josh Soniat (970)903-5892.

KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing 
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don’t trap 
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident. 
Dan Snow, (719)849-8873.
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FOR SALE
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AUTOSFOR SALEHELP WANTED

PETS

OWNERS, THERE IS A LONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We 
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need 
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest 
commission and highest customer service. 
All you have to do is wait for your rent check 
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain 
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.
BEAUTIFUL HOME FOR RENT: Fully 
furnished 2,200 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home with mountain views on approximately 
4 acres is for rent on a monthly basis. This is 
an amazing home and property that adjoins 
National Forest with direct access to hiking, 
mountain biking, ATVing while also providing 
a quiet place to vacation, live or work remotely 
from. Rent is $3,000 per month plus propane, 
all other utilities provided. Deposit and back-
ground check required. Available mid-May. 
Call (970)398-0573 now for availability.
BEAUTIFUL OFF GRID mountain home for 
rent. 1 bedroom, 1 bath, fully furnished. Private 
driveway, no pets, Unit 6. $1,000/ month. 
(970)769-7798.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND 
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission 
and highest customer service. All you have to 
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We 
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals 
(970)507-1192.

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4 
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango. 
(970)385-7940.
FORD 2006 XLT F250 SD. Auto 4WD, 6.0L, 
252K miles. Good condition, $7,500 OBO. 
(361)816-5973.

2005 ARTIC CAT M6 EFI 153 snowmobile 
for sale with open flatbed trailer with back 
ramp. Fuel injected, low hours, handle bar 
riser, clean. 8’ TS trailer only used twice. Both 
units garaged. $4,800 OBO. (719)510-1984.

4 MICHELIN PRIMACY LTX 265/65R17 tires. 
Email pattimason438@gmail.com. Only used 
400 miles. $600. 
NEW 20’ CONTAINERS FOR SALE or rent. 
We deliver to homes or businesses. Pagosa 
Springs Storage (970)731-0007.
DO YOU BURN FIREWOOD? I’ve got a Pine/ 
Aspen mix. $300 per cord or $575 for a HUGE 
dump truck load! Contact Dan with FIRE&ICE 
at (970)582-0006.
FOR SALE: HUSQVARNA 5T330P snow-
blower. Electric starter, 369cc, 30 inch deck, 
new belt, spark plug, oil change. Not used 3 
years, runs great, $500. (970)946-2606.
FRESH, HOMEMADE SOUP delivered to 
your front door! The Wooden Spoon Soup 
Club is now operating in Pagosa Springs. 
Your choice of three locally made soups 
delivered to your doorstep each week. Visit 
www.woodenspoonsoupclub.com for details 
and to place your first order!
Wrightnaturalbakery.com. BEST EGGS 
AVAILABLE! Reduced sugar, same sweet-
ness. Organic, unprocessed, Paleo, unre-
fined, gluten free ingredients. (970)883-2600, 
wrightnaturalbakery@gmail.com. Products 
available at Choke Cherry Tree.
SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY YARD SALE and 
FOR SALE AD UPDATES — tinyurl.com/
d64deel9. The Pagosa Springs SUN.
SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for 
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded, 
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan 
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).
OUTDOOR VEHICLE STORAGE SPACES 
available. 16’, 20’, 25’, plus indoor 12’x20’. 
Winter specials starting at $60. Pagosa 
Springs Storage. Gated with security cameras. 
(970) 749-1500.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE, split and dry. FULL 
longbed truckload. Pine, aspen, fir mix. Cut 
small <16”. Price varies. Delivery included. 
(970)946-4450.
DRY PINE. ALL SIZE orders welcomed. 
Ready now. (970)946-4408.

FOR POOCH SAKES GROOMING. Appoint-
ments available with Kelly (303)819-2015. Mo-
bile appointments with Barb (970)903-1290.

ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop 
by or call (970)731-4771. You’ll be amazed 
at what we have to offer. www.humaneso-
ciety.biz.

RHODESIAN RIDGEBACK PUPPIES 
2/1/2023. rockymountainridgebacks@pm.me. 
(970) 264-0634.

DOGGY DAY CARE 81147.COM. Open 365 
days of the year! Full day and half day doggy 
day care and overnight boarding. Conveniently 
located just 1 mile from downtown Pagosa. 
Call (970)264-9111.

FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP.  24-hour 
domestic violence and sexual assault helpline. 
(970) 264-9075.

ESTATE SALE. ALL WEATHER. Friday 
and Saturday, 9a.m. sharp. King and queen 
bedroom sets, leather couches, desk, linens, 
kitchen items, lots of decor, tools, kayaks, pad-
dle boards and more. Piedra to Aspenglow, left 
onto Butte Dr., to #12 Monument. Most items 
1/2 price Saturday. Sale by The Organizers.

BE SURE TO CHECK for more yard sales in 
the Too Late To Classify section. 

SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY YARD SALE and 
FOR SALE AD UPDATES — tinyurl.com/
d64deel9. The Pagosa Springs SUN.

HOUSEKEEPING POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
full time. Flexible schedules and competitive 
wages. Apply at Pine Ridge Extended Care, 
119 Bastille Dr.
PAGOSA THERAPEUTICS AND THE 
GREEN HOUSE are looking for friendly and 
enthusiastic people who are eager to share 
their knowledge and help customers navigate 
the wide world of cannabis. Primary respon-
sibilities: Greeting and checking in custom-
ers. Advising customers on the best product 
for their needs and preferences. Processing 
payments through a point-of-sale system and 
cash handling. Ensuring product security and 
compliance. Maintaining store appearance 
and organization. Required qualifications: 
Outstanding customer service and communi-
cation skills; strong organizational skills and 
attention to detail; reliable and professional; 
full-time availability and ability to work nights 
and weekends. Must be 21 years of age. A 
Marijuana Enforcement Division badge is 
required to start work. Previous retail, food 
service, and/or cannabis industry experience 
is preferred but not required. We provide an 
extensive training program on product knowl-
edge and compliance requirements, with op-
portunities for continuing education. Benefits 
include paid sick leave, sales bonuses, and 
employee discounts. We are growing com-
pany with opportunities for advancement and 
involvement in outreach events. Please e-mail 
your resume to employment@jandjinc.net.
MOUNTAIN SPIRITS IS SEEKING customer 
service associates. Must be available nights 
and weekends. We offer $16 p/h to start, 
accrued vacation/ personal time, perfor-
mance-based bonuses twice a year, and 
employee discounts. Please apply in person.
HYGIENIST WANTED: The team at Pagosa 
Smiles is blessed to have family oriented 
hours with weekends and holidays off, great 
pay, 401K and bonuses in a beautiful facility. 
Colorado dental hygiene license required. 
Email resume to PagosaSmiles@yahoo.com.
PATIENT CARE COORDINATOR (part time, 
three days/ week). Generous starting pay with 
opportunities for pay increases and profes-
sional certification. Email resume and cover 
message to careers@hursthearing.com.

JONES MECHANICAL. EXPERIENCE 
PREFERRED but will train right person. Ex-
cellent opportunity to learn the HVAC trade. 
(970)731-3046.
THE TOWN OF PAGOSA SPRINGS is 
seeking to hire a Recreation Supervisor in our 
Parks & Recreation Division. The individual 
selected for this position plans, organizes 
and supervises staff and operations of the 
recreation programs. Emphasis in participa-
tion and instruction including athletic classes, 
arts and crafts, camps and related programs 
for children, youth, and adult participants. This 
is a full-time position with benefits. For more 
information on the position and to apply, go 
to the Town’s website at www.pagosasprings.
co.gov and select Employment.
DISABLED MALE DESIRES RELIABLE 
caregiver for personal care, homemaking, 
health maintenance. Part time or full time. $16-
$20 per hour. Nonsmoker. Spanish speaking 
welcome. Bienvenida de habla Hispana. 
(970)903-7585.
UNITED WAY OF SWCO. Team UP Amer-
iCorps Coordinator: Help recruit and coach 
AmeriCorps members in SWCO as they com-
plete a year of national service. Collaborate 
with local organizations to place and support 
members. Rewarding work, competitive comp. 
Job description and application details at 
unitedway-swco.org.
CONSTRUCTION WORK — Helper, laborer 
in Pagosa Springs. Call for more information. 
(970)846-7014.
PART-TIME GROUNDS KEEPER/ MAIN-
TENANCE POSITION – Healing Waters 
Resort & Spa. Some evening and weekend 
hours may apply. We have a great team in 
place, just want to add one more to our crew. 
Looking for someone who is handy with tools 
- or has the willingness to learn; who doesn’t 
mind sweeping, raking, and shoveling; and 
who is self-motivated. If this is you, we’d love 
to talk! Download an application at www.
pshotsprings.com/contact-spa-motel/employ-
ment-opportunities/ or stop by 317 Hot Springs 
Blvd. Employees and immediate family soak 
for FREE! Apply today!
IF YOU WANT TO BE on GOD’S PAYROLL, 
get your marching orders and provisions at 
965 Cloud Cap Avenue.
CALLING COOKS! Earn more $$$ here 
(!) with up to $24/ hour in shared tips. If 
you enjoy preparing high-quality food, join 
us at Pagosa Brewing & Grill. Apply on 
Facebook, email: info@pagosabrewing.com, 
or in-person at Pagosa Brewing. No phone 
calls. Cheers!
TEAM MEMBERS! Make up to $25/ hour 
with our shared tips! If you know hospitality 
and service, join the team at Pagosa Brewing 
& Grill. All Team Members share tips! Apply 
on FB, or email info@pagosabrewing.com, 
or in-person at 118 N. Pagosa Blvd. Cheers!
ALLEY HOUSE GRILLE. Join our successful 
team. We need experienced line cooks in 
all stations. $16/ hour to $18/ hour when 
trained. Also need hosts and bussers, 16 
y/o. Send resumes and interest to Contact@
alleyhousegrille.com to set up a meeting.
DENTAL HYGIENIST: San Juan Dental is 
seeking a caring and compassionate dental 
hygienist to join our team. Please email re-
sume to drericmsmithdds@aol.com or stop 
by our wonderful office and meet the team. 
(970)264-9436.



All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Serving Sellers & Buyers
970-946-6856

christie@jimsmithrealty.com

Christie 
Calderwood
SRS,ABR,ePRO

Classifieds 264-2100264-2100
 Office Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.
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SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY REAL ESTATE 
ADS — tinyurl.com/d64deel9. The Pagosa 
Springs SUN.
35.81 ACRES, VIEWS, has electric, water 
and phone nearby. Close to NF accesses. 
House plans included. $300,000. Give Deb 
Archuleta at Archuleta Properties LLC a call 
(970)903-2817. 
SECLUDED 1.29 ACRES. Electricity near, 
no HOA, close to town. $35,000. Give Deb 
Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.
POSSIBLE OWNER CARRY. Electric, 
septic, cistern, RV cover, two sheds, fully 
fenced 1.16 acre for $95,000. Give Deb 
Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.
RIVERFRONT PROPERTY. Electricity near, 
flat buildable lot. 1.45 acre, $289,900.Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties LLC a 
call (970)903-2817.
1.2 ACRES, MOUNTAIN VIEWS, electricity 
near, No HOA, close to town. $35,000. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817. 
MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique 
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres 
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588 
blancoretreat@gmail.com.

SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY REAL ESTATE 
ADS — tinyurl.com/d64deel9. The Pagosa 
Springs SUN.
LIVE AND WORK at this 3 bedroom. 4 
bath, 2-car garage; commercial shop, 2.26 
acres multi use property. $795,000. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.
MOTIVATED SELLER!! 4 bedroom, 3 bath, 
close to national forest. Price reduced, 
$650,000, also $10,000 concession at closing. 
Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a 
call (970)903-2817.
HOME FOR SALE. River Forest Drive. 3.1 
acres, 3 bedroom, 2-1/4 bath, 3,200 sq. ft., 
unfinished basement. MLS #166847, asking 
$740K. (970)585-9181.

GAS STATION, MOTEL AND CONVE-
NIENCE STORE. Income producing prop-
erty at prime location. $1.7 million. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.

GAS STATION, MOTEL AND CONVE-
NIENCE STORE. Income producing prop-
erty at prime location. $1.7 million. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.

FOR RENT: 1,000 SQ. FT. commercial 
space. 190 Seminole Dr., Unit B. 25’x40’ with 
12’x12’ overhead door and 3/4 bathroom. Call 
for details. (970)946-2187.
100Mbps INTERNET EXECUTIVE iSUITES! 
(Non-medical services.) 2nd floor. 15x15, 
14x14,12x12 offices. Includes conference 
room use, utilities, trash, Internet, paved 
parking. FREE month rent with year lease. 
Drop-in space with Internet (hourly, daily 
rates). Wen Saunders (970)903-0038. Keller 
Williams Realty Southwest Associates.
4 OFFICE SPACES. Freshly remodeled, 
$400-$525. Well suited for spa services, 
140-270 sq. ft. Beautiful spacious restrooms. 
(970)946-3232.

333 BASTILLE, UNIT A, 40x60’ stand 
alone building, with two garage bays and 
two offices. Available now. Call Eric Roth at: 
(405)568-9802.
20’X25’ SHOP NEAR TOWN. Door plus ga-
rage door, electricity, gas heat, restroom avail-
able. Trash and snowplowing included. $350/ 
month. Michael C. Branch (970)769-2036.
1,500 SQ. FT. FOR LEASE. West Village 
Plaza, W/T/S, Internet and gas included, 
$2,500 a month. Retail, office or restaurant 
possibilities. Please call (970)880-0910 for 
more information.
OFFICE FOR RENT DOWNTOWN, up-
stairs in the Heritage Building with private 
bathroom. $300/ month. Includes utilities, 
WiFi, conference room and shared kitchen. 
(970)946-2728.
OFFICE SUITE WITH WAITING ROOM. 
Centrally located. Includes water, sewer, gas 
and fiber optic Internet. (970)946-8687.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOUSE. 1-car 
garage, washer/ dryer, fenced yard. Water 
paid. On a quiet cul-de-sac in Lake Forest 
area. No smoking, no cats, 1 dog negotia-
ble. Available February 1, $2,000/ month. 
(505)659-7006.
AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 8. 1,800 square 
foot condo on Cloud Cap Avenue, across 
from lake. 2 private bedrooms and one 
bedroom/ loft, 3 bath condo. Central heat-
ing and air system. Nonsmoking, no pets. 
$1,800 monthly, plus deposit and utilities. 
(970)731-2522.
COMFY 1 BEDROOM, 1 BATH beautifully 
remodeled and furnished condo on golf 
course. Water, sewer, trash and snow removal 
included. 1 year lease preferred, $1,700/ 
month. No smoking, no pets. Available now. 
(970)903-7088.

FOR RENT: Quiet and responsible a must, to 
share a 2 story home with a tenant that lives 
upstairs on 2nd level and 2 friendly dogs. 
Great Location. Close to all uptown amenities. 
The rental includes 1 large bedroom with 
walk-in closet, 1 bath and share: kitchen, living 
room with fireplace, dining room and laundry 
room (washer/ dryer). No smoking, pets 
negotiable, fully furnished. $1,600 plus share 
utilities (propane, electric, water). Included in 
rent: wifi/ Internet, TV, garbage, maintenance 
of grounds- snow removal and summer land-
scape. Referral required; phone to schedule 
an interview and additional questions. Deposit 
required. Phone (970)903-7926.
ROOMMATE WANTED. CLEAN CUT senior 
male PGA Golf professional relocating to 
Pagosa and would like to rent a room long 
term. Tommy Brown (512)809-8220.
SIGN UP FOR WEEKLY RESIDENTIAL 
RENTAL ADS — tinyurl.com/d64deel9. The 
Pagosa Springs SUN.
CALL TEAM PAGOSA REALTY (970)731-
8599 for your long term rental needs. pa-
gosaspringsrealty.com.
DUPLEX, 2 BEDROOM, 1-1/2 BATH. $1,750, 
great view. Includes stove and refrigerator, 
new microwave and dishwasher, updated 
fixtures, newly painted, single car garage, 
dogs OK, water included. (800)810-9466 
(Winnie’s Organics).



A brief look 
at local 
Real Estate 
growth 
in recent 
years.

2261 Eagle Drive

I SELL PAGOSA!

ISellPagosa.com
Contact Lee Riley

cell (970) 946-3856 or LeeRiley@ISellPagosa.com

Hi. I am Lee Riley 
and I SELL PAGOSA!
I have been serving Pagosa Springs families 
for all their Real Estate needs for 33 years.

I have been chosen by my fellow Realtors© 
not once but twice as their choice for 
Realtor© of the Year.
“Lee not only found my dream property for me, he has 
also worked with me on the successful purchase & sale of 
several properties. When it comes to market knowledge, 
honesty & professionalism, Lee has always been stellar. 
I would highly recommend Mr. Riley to anyone listing or 
purchasing in the Pagosa area.”

— Fleetwood Hicks


