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Snow, clouds and sun
expected in coming days

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

Sun mixed with clouds is ex-
pected across Pagosa Country
today, Thursday, March 31.

According to forecasts from Ac-
cuWeather, conditions will be
mostly cloudy with less than 1 inch
of snow expected.

According to the National
Weather Service (NWS), tempera-
tures in Pagosa Springs are fore-
casted to reach a high of 42 degrees
today with snow showers after
noon. Winds will be 5-10 mph.
The forecasted low is 30 degrees
with mostly cloudy skies, 5-10 mph
winds, and snow showers dropping
less than 1 inch of snow overnight.

For Friday, April 1, the fore -
casted high is 46 degrees with snow
showers shifting to sunny skies by
midday and 5-10 mph winds. The
forecasted low is 28 degrees under
clear skies overnight.

For Saturday, April 2, tempera-
tures are forecasted to reach a high
of 51 degrees with sunny skies. The
forecasted low is 33 degrees with
partly cloudy skies.

For Sunday, April 3, the fore-
casted high is 51 degrees with part-
ly sunny skies and chances of rain
and snow showers. The forecasted
low is 35 degrees with mostly
cloudy skies and chances for snow
and rain showers overnight.

Snowpack report

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) Na-
tional Water and Climate Center’s
snowpack report, the Wolf Creek
summit, at 11,000 feet of eleva-
tion, had 34.0 inches of snow water
equivalent as of 10 a.m. on Wednes-
day, March 30.

That amount is up 0.2 inches

Blinker etiquette:
Give drivers a
chance to see the
blinker blink

By Master Trooper Gary Cutler
Colorado State Patrol

The blinker is the most misused
item in a vehicle. It's a great tool to
have when trying to communicate
with fellow drivers. What an inven-
tion. A system that lets others know
what you're thinking and you dont
have to utter one word or make any
other sound. So, why are so many
drivers afraid to let others know what
they are going to do?

I know there arent that many shy
drivers out there because I've seen a
lot of them. They use the horn for ev-
erything. Tapping it to say hi, letting
someone know the light is green or
you cut me off. So, there should be no
reason we as drivers should be afraid
to use the blinker. I've determined
there are several categories of drivers
out there when it comes to blinkers.

The rst group of drivers use the
blinker, but dont give other drivers
enough time to react. When you
activate your blinker the same time
that you turn or change lanes, it
doesnt really give anyone any time
to acknowledge your intent and take
appropriate action.

Did you know that the proper and
legal way to turn is not to apply your
brakes rst, but to activate your turn
signal rst for the direction you are
going to turn? By activating your turn
signal rst, it gives the driver behind
you a heads-up that there is a good
chance you plan to slow down to
make a turn, thus avoiding a crash.

The second group of drivers
change lanes and have a full tire
width in the new lane and only then
activate the blinker. | believe | speak
for all drivers when | say by then we
have gured out what you are doing
S0 no need to use the blinker. A little
more heads-up is what will help.

The third group of drivers are way
too fond of their blinker and nev-
er seem to turn it off. They drive
through intersections with it on.
They also have the left blinker con-
tinuously showing a left turn when
on a highway or interstate, causing
other drivers to hang back from
passing thinking they are going to
turn. If you nd that you seem to
forget the blinker is on, please check
often. Thanks.

The fourth group of drivers are
my type of drivers. | call them blinker
enthusiasts. They have all of those
rules and laws in order and arent
afraid to let that blinker shine day
or night. So, think about this. When
a blinker is on, it's really only on 50
percent of the time, so give every
driver a chance to see that blinker
blink.

As always, safe travels.

from the snow water equivalent
depth of 33.8 inches reported
Wednesday, March 23.

The Wolf Creek summitis at 121
percent of the March 30 snowpack
median.

The San Miguel, Dolores, Ani-
mas and San Juan river basins
were at 93 percent of the March 30
median in terms of snowpack.

Avalanche conditions

According to the Colorado Ava-
lanche Information Center (CAIC)
website, the southern San Juan
range, including Wolf Creek Pass,
was at level two — moderate — in
terms of avalanche danger, as of
10 a.m. on Wednesday, March 30.

CAIC uses a scale of one through
ve to assess avalanche danger in
regions around the state.

“You can trigger a dangerous
avalanche in wind-consolidated
snow on leeward alpine ridgetops
and near rocky outcrops or along
sidewalls of gullies. Avoid smooth-
rounded pillows or places that look
freshly-filled in on steep terrain
features. Seek out less-wind af-
fected slopes around 35 degrees or
less for safer travel today.

“Wet snow hazard concerns
linger at lower elevations where an
unsupportable snowpack remains
slow to heal after the recent warm
spell. Steer away from steep rocky
areas as you can trigger a deep slide
that can carry you into trees and
obstacles,” the website states.

Additional avalanche informa-
tion can be found online at: https://
avalanche.state.co.us.
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Creative types participate in a cardboard construct-a-thon hosted by the Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library last week. Cardboard creations had to
be made entirely of cardboard, but tape, glue, paper clips or brads could be used to hold pieces together.



