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Health district board recommends dissolution of district

La Plata County
considering
departure

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At its April 28 meeting, the San Juan
Basin Public Health (SJBPH) Board of
Health (BoH) discussed the potential with-

drawal of La Plata County from SJBPH and
the dissolution of the district.

Six of the BoH’s seven members were
present in person in Durango for the
meeting. Archuleta County Commissioner
Alvin Schaaf, who represents the Archuleta
County Board of County Commissioners
(BoCC), was present by Zoom at the meet-
ing but did not speak.

Following a discussion of the structure
and role of the BoH, La Plata County
Commissioner and BoH member Marsha
Porter-Norton provided an update to the
BoH on La Plata County’s thinking con-

cerning the health district.

Porter-Norton prefaced her comments
by emphasizing that, while she cares about
the citizens of both Archuleta and La Plata
counties, she ultimately represents La Plata
County.

She then stated that she was “reading
the tea leaves” that “the Archuleta County
Board of County Commissioners desires to
not be in this relationship anymore. ... By
what they say in meetings, by what they do
not say in meetings, by their forming of an
investigative committee, which I have said
to all three of them is perfectly their right

to do. ... I think the pandemic has driven a
giant wedge between our two counties ...
I think one thing that is very difficult for
us, as the La Plata County commission-
ers, is to see this dragging on and on and
on and on.”

She then referenced the Archuleta
County Health District Investigative Com-
mittee, which did not reach a “definitive
direction” on Archuleta County leaving
SJBPH and the Archuleta County BoCC’s
decision to not make a decision on staying
in or leaving the district after hearing the
committee’s report.

“The district is many years old,” Porter-
Norton continued, “but there does come a
time when ... in a transparent way, an hon-
estway, say, ‘How is this marriage working?’
Because it is a marriage between the two
boards of county commission. You all do
fabulous work, but, at the end of the day,
both of the county commissions have to
decide if we're going to stay in this district.
It's frankly very challenging for La Plata
County right now.”

She then highlighted that La Plata

B See Health A8

School board
announces

superintendent
finalists

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Archuleta School District
(ASD) Board of Education an-
nounced three finalists for its su-
perintendent position Tuesday
night: Chris Burr, Rick Holt and
Laura Mijares.

The announcement came in the
form of a resolution during the
board’s special meeting Tuesday and
followed an executive session that
stretched more than three hours.

The resolution was approved with
a unanimous vote of the board.

During that executive session, the
board met with Dr. Walt Cooper, a su-
perintendent search consultant with
McPherson and Jacobson to discuss
applications from superintendent
candidates.

Accordingto his resume, Burr was
most recently principal of Mill Creek
Middle School from 2021-2022 and
was superintendent of the Upper
Rio Grande School District from
2016-2021.

Holt, according to his resume, is
currently the chief academic officer
of the Roaring Folk School District
and has been with the district since
July of 2008.

Mijares is currently serving as
ASD’s interim superintendent, be-
ginning in that role in February.
According to her resume, she has
served as ASD’s assistant superinten-
dent since July 0of 2017 and has been
with the district since July of 2015.

According to the search timeline,
the finalists will be offered an inter-
view on May 9 and 10, with the board
slated to make a decision regarding
the district’s next superintendent
during its May 17 meeting.

That meeting is scheduled to
begin at 6 p.m. in the Pagosa Springs
Middle School library.

TREE CITY USA

Arbor Day Foundation
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Representatives of the Town of Pagosa Springs, Pagosa
Springs Town Council, Colorado State Forest Service
and Combined Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
gathered at Yamaguchi Park Friday, April 29, to celebrate
Arbor Day and to recognize Pagosa Springs as Colora-
do’s newest Tree City USA. Following a short ceremony,
town staff planted new trees in the park.
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Walkers gather at the bell tower and wear jeans with the purpose of standing in solidarity with victims
and survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault on April 27. The group, organized by Rise
Above Violence, walked through town to create awareness and affect social change. This year marked
the 23rd annual Denim Day campaign.
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Four elected
to Upper San
Juan Health
Service
District board

Alfred

Parada

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The unofficial results from the
Upper San Juan Health Service
District Board of Directors election
were released Tuesday evening,
with four individuals elected to
serve three-year terms: Martin
Rose, Kate Alfred, Jason Cox and
Barbara Parada.

The board oversees Pagosa
Springs Medical Center (PSMC).

Alfred and Cox will continue
their service on the board, while
Rose and Parada are set to begin
their first terms later this month.

Candidates received the follow-
ing vote totals:

* Rose: 885.

e Alfred: 787.

M See Elected A8

Tri-State, LPEA reach settlement
on flexible power supply options

By Hillary Knox
La Plata Electric Association

In a significant step forward to
advance flexible power supply op-
tions for its members, wholesale
power supply cooperative Tri-State
Generation and Transmission Asso-
ciation filed with the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) a
settlement agreement with numer-
ous parties, including Tri-State
utility members La Plata Electric As-
sociation (LPEA), Poudre Valley Rural
Electric Association and San Miguel
Power Association on partial require-
ments memberships on April 28.

With FERC approval, Tri-State’s
utility members can utilize the flex-
ible option to self-supply up to 50
percent of their load requirements,
in addition to members’ current 5
percent self-supply and community
solar options.

“Reaching an agreement to im-
plement flexible power supply op-

tions with our members is another
significant milestone in our Re-
sponsible Energy Plan,” said Duane
Highley, CEO of Tri-State. “In the
spirit of our cooperative model, it’s
awin for all involved and we greatly
appreciate the collaborative efforts
of our members, our board of direc-
tors and FERC Trial Staff.”

In 2021, Tri-State’s board of direc-
tors, including a representative from
each of the cooperative’s 42 utility
members, authorized an open sea-
son offering a total of 300 megawatts
of self-supply capacity, which is ap-
proximately 10 percent of Tri-State’s
system peak demand. Three Tri-State
utility members, LPEA, PVREA and
SMPA, have already taken part in the
open season for an aggregate of 203
megawatts.

“We are optimistic about the
partial contract option, allowing us
to source half our power from Tri-

H See Power A8
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Wildfire risk increases: Be prepared

The following was provided by the
Colorado State Forest Service (CSFES).

Colorado is experiencing a new nor-
mal for wildfire, with several destruc-
tive, record-setting fires occurring over
the past two years driven by extreme
weather and drought.

With ongoing drought and warming
temperatures across the state continu-
ing to elevate wildfire risk for many
Coloradans, state and federal agencies
that manage wildfires and forests are
urging residents to join in efforts to
reduce that risk.

May is Wildfire Awareness Month,
an annual observance to encourage
residents to better prepare their homes
and communities for wildfires. With
more than half of all Coloradans living
in the wildland-urban interface (WUI),
susceptible to wildfire, it's important
for people to take action to reduce the
risk fire poses to their homes and create
more fire-adapted communities.

The Colorado Division of Fire Preven-
tion and Control (DFPC) anticipates
above-average temperatures and below-
average precipitation from now into
June. Continuation of the warm and
dry conditions is expected to result in
drought intensification and earlier-
than-average spring snowpack runoff,
leading to above-normal large fire
potential expanding across southern
Colorado in May and throughout most
of Colorado by June.

“Wildfire season is a thing of the past
— it is a year-round battle. Colorado’s
core fire season is now an average of 78
days longer than it was in the '70s,” said
DFPC Director Mike Morgan. “We are
calling on those that live, work and play
in Colorado to help reduce the impact of
wildfires by being vigilant, respecting fire
restrictions when they are in place and
doingyour part to protect your property
from wildfire.”

Steps to lower wildfire risk

During Wildfire Community Pre-
paredness Day on Saturday, May 7,
many communities across Colorado
will take steps to reduce their risk of fire.
Colorado ishome to 186 official Firewise
USA sites, places where neighbors are
working together to reduce their risk to
inevitable wildfires.

Whether they live in a Firewise USA
site or not, homeowners living in the
WUI can do anumber of practical activi-

ties to protect their home and property
from wildfire. The CSFS recommends
the following wildfire preparation ac-
tivities:

* Rake and remove pine needles and
dry leaves 5 feet from the home, as well
asunder decks, porches, sheds and play
structures.

* Remove leaves and needles from
roofs and gutters.

* Sweep porches and decks clear of
any burnable plant material.

* Move firewood piles at least 30 feet
from the house, preferably uphill.

* Transfer items under decks or
porches to a storage area.

* Cover any exposed eave or attic
vents with 1/8-inch metal mesh screen-
ing.

e Ensure home address signs are
clearly visible from the street.

* Register for emergency notifications
and encourage your friends, family and
neighbors to do the same. Sign up for
alerts at: http://www.archuletacounty.
org/569/Citizens-Alert.

 Confirm at least one alternate path
out of your neighborhood other than the
one most commonly used and be pre-
pared for potential evacuation requiring
the alternative route.

“Taking care of these simple, but
critically important, tasks will better
prepare you and your family for a wild-
fire,” said Matt McCombs, state for-
ester and director of the CSFS. “These
are actions anyone living adjacent to
wildlands should put into practice.
Last December’s Marshall Fire was a
tragic, eye-opening reminder that the
wildland-urban interface includes
grasslands, not just forests. Homeown-
ers have aresponsibility to themselves
and their families, as well as their
community, to prepare their home
and property for wildfire, and these
activities are the perfect place to start.”

Prevention when outdoors

Please keep wildfire prevention in
mind when visiting your public lands.
Simple measures can reduce the fire
risk and provide for a much safer out-
ing. Know before you go by checking for
closures or restrictions during periods
of high fire danger. When traveling to
and from your publiclands, ensure that
the chains to your trailer are not drag-
ging since these can spark wildfires.
Your vehicle should also be equipped

WHADDYA THINK?

Poll results (188 votes)
Yes. — 35 percent
No. — 53 percent
| don't know. — 12 percent

the capacity to set up
its own health district?

www.pagosasun.com

Vote this week online:
Does Archuleta County have

With all the growth over the past two years,

is Pagosa Springs still the best place to live?
12%

35%

with aspark arrester. Do not parkin tall,
dry grass because the heat from your
car can start a wildfire. If you smoke,
smoke in your vehicle, and dispose of
your cigarette properly.

If campfires or grills are allowed,
clear vegetation away from the area
and use a preexisting campfire ring
when possible. Have the proper tools to
extinguish the campfire nearby before
you light it, including a bucket, water
and shovel. Keep your fire small and
never leave it unattended. Flood your
fire with plenty of water and be certain
that the ashes are cold to the touch
before leaving the area. Learn more at
www.recreateresponsibly.org.

“Our need to respond to wildfires
continues to increase as the intensity
and duration of fire activity escalates
across the state. Now, more than ever,
we are pleased to stand together with
our interagency partners as we ap-
proach Wildfire Awareness Month and
the new fire year. Collectively, we will
focus on fire prevention,” said Frank
Beum, regional forester of the USDA
Forest Service’s Rocky Mountain Re-
gion. “When there is fire activity, our
goal will be rapid initial attack and fast
containment to minimize the number
of large fires. We will respond to every
wildfire with public and firefighter
safety as our highest priority.”

Wildland fire management in Colo-
rado is an interagency partnership
amonglocal, state and federal agencies.
The DFPC and USDA Forest Service
Rocky Mountain Region work with
otherlocal, state and federal agencies to
coordinate wildland fire management
on a statewide basis.

The CSFS works with the National
Fire Protection Association to imple-
ment the Firewise USA program in the
state and provides technical assistance
to homeowners and communities to
help them take action and ownership
in preparing their homes against the
threat of wildfire.

By working together in these efforts,
the ultimate goals of these agencies are
resilient, fire-adapted landscapes and
communities that best provide for fire-
fighter and public safety and protection
of natural resources.

For more information about reduc-
ing wildfire risk, visit: bit.ly/COWild-
fireMitigation.

YOUR REPRESENTATIVES

Archuleta County Commissioners
Alvin Schaaf, Chair
aschaaf@archuletacounty.org  264-8305
Ron Maez
rmaez@archuletacounty.org * 264-8303
Warren Brown
warren.brown@archuletacounty.org * 264-8300

Pagosa Springs Town Council
Pagosa Springs Mayor Shari Pierce
spierce@pagosasprings.co.gov
Matt DeGuise
mdeguise@pagosasprings.co.gov
Madeline Bergon
mbergon@pagosasprings.co.gov
Mat deGraaf
mdegraaf@pagosasprings.co.gov
Jeff Posey
jposey@pagosasprings.co.gov
Gary Williams
gwilliams@pagosasprings.co.gov
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LEGACIES

By Shari Pierce

100 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
May 5, 1922

The lumber and sand is now being
placed on the ground for the construc-
tion of the new 1.O.0.E amusement hall
and lodge rooms at the corner of Fourth
and Lewis streets. ].W. McGee and Walter
E Curs will be in charge of the work, which
will commence in a few days.

Parents of children, who are in the habit
of writing questionable stuff on the walks
and buildings of our city, had better com-
mence taking a hand or their “angel child”
will wake up in the county calaboose one
of these bright spring mornings.

We can sell a new 490 Chevrolet car for
$715.00 EO.B. Pagosa, 30 per cent purchase
price down, balance of 12 equal monthly
payments. City Garage.

A.B. Cundy, proprietor of the Melody
Shop of Durango, was a visitor the first
of the week, accompanied by Calvin R.
Limprecht, his traveling representative.
They have placed a fine display of musical
instruments in the window of the Hatcher
Hardware Co. and are prepared to handle
anything in the musical line, whether retail
or wholesale, tuning or repairing, etc.

75 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
May 2, 1947

Robert Conder, veteran of World War 11
and lifelong resident of Pagosa, has been
appointed acting Postmaster of Pagosa,
according to an official communication
received here Thursday from Robert
Hannegan Postmaster General in Wash-
ington. Conder, who attended school in
Pagosa, and who had a combat record,
has been employed by the State Highway
Department on Wolf Creek Pass. He will
succeed Mrs. Mary Harman who recently
resigned.

Increases for Pagosa Springs school
teachers were approved at ameeting of the
Board of Education last week. “Living cost”
bonuses of $50 were voted, and teacher
salaries have been boosted to a minimum
of $1900 and a maximum of $2300 for the
next school year.

Mayor R.C. Connelly said additional
tests of the water are being taken and a
report from the state department awaited.
He felt the high bacillus count might be
attributed to recent cesspool cleaning.
Meanwhile, schoolchildren were carrying
jars of boiled water for use during the day
and most persons preferred to boil their
drinking water than to chance the possible
infection.

50 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
May 4, 1972

In one of the most effective cleanup
campaigns in the history of the commu-
nity 72 old junk cars and car bodies were
hauled away in the past several days, 52
pickup loads of trash were hauled away,
53 people walked to Echo Lake and back
to raise funds for community beautifica-
tion, and the appearance of the town was
noticeably improved. Most of the improve-
ment and cleanup came as the result of the
students of the high school and the Jaycees.

Town Water Superintendent Modesto
Montoya is busy this week filling the main
water supply line for the town. Repairs
have been completed at the line along
highway 160. The break there took place
last fall and could not be repaired until
highway rebuilding was completed at a
slide area. The line has been partially emp-
ty since that time and the filling process is
consuming considerable time so that no
undue strain will be placed on the pipe.
The filling is expected to be completed
some time today.

25 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
May 8, 1997

It might have been a small tornado.
It might have been a big wind. It was the
second Monday in a row for unusual
wind conditions to hit in Pagosa Springs.
Whatever it was, it buffeted and scared
some Pagosa Springs Elementary School
students and faculty Monday afternoon,
hammered a few adults waiting outside
the building and scattered belongings to a
distance of a quarter mile. Principal Cyndy
Secrist and others reported the wind lifted
several children off the ground as they
waited at the parking lot. “It actually took
some kids off the ground,” she said. “One
kid had hold of a railing; her feet were
swept up over her and then back down.
The wind picked up and knocked down
three adults. One woman and her father
had to get stitches in their knees.” Accord-
ing to Secrist, she and others watched the
vortex move off the school property, across
U.S. 160 and up the hillside northeast of
the school.
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Letters

Letters to the Editor are
printed as received and are
not edited for grammar or
punctuation, but may have
been edited for content or style.

Letters to the Editor are
opinions and information in
them has not been verified for
accuracy.

The opinions of letter writ-
ers do not necessarily represent
those of the paper.

‘Leaving San
Juan Basin Public
Health’

Dear Editor:

Archuleta Democrats Raise Con-
cerns about Leaving San Juan Basin
Public Health

On April 28, the board governing
San Juan Basin Public Health
recommended that the agency
dissolve — a move prompted by
months of conflict instigated by
the the Archuleta Board of County
Commissioners (BoCC).

The future of the public health
agency, founded in 1948, now rests
in the hands of the Archuleta and
La Plata county commissioners.

Archuleta County Democrats
have strong reservations about
withdrawing from SJBPH. A “go it
alone” approach could have severe

W& Letters

The SUN welcomes letters
from readers.

Please submit to:
PO Box 9,
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

e-mail:
editor@pagosasun.com

All letters must:

be submitted electronically in a
format that can be copied and
pasted, must not be in all capitals

include the author’s actual
name, phone number and
address

be 500 words or less

be received by The SUN by noon
on Tuesday (deadline may move
up due to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per
month per letter writer.

If necessary, only one letter
pertaining to a candidate or
political issue will be printed in
each edition up to three weeks
prior to the election.

Letters quoting other people
must contain proper attribution.
There is no guarantee letters will
be published.

The SUN generally does not edit
letters, but reserves the right to
do so.

public health and financial impacts
for the taxpayers of Archuleta
County.

Archuleta County contributes
$19.94 per capita to SJBPH and re-
ceives $93 in return. How does the
Archuleta BoCC plan to close that
$73.06 gap? Thatis an annual short-
fall of a minimum of $1,00,7497
(based on 2021 population esti-
mates) just to keep the same level
of service as SJBPH.

Archuleta County is required by
state law to provide health services
to its citizens. If the county goes it
alone on public health, can it meet
those mandates effectively and
without requiring a tax increase?

The commissioners already
established a fact-finding commit-
tee on public health and received
that committee’s report in March.
What did the committee find? We
urge the commissioners to make
the report available to the public
online, so that citizens can un-
derstand why the Archuleta BoCC
created this costly dispute.

If the commissioners are deter-
mined to withdraw from SJBPH,
we believe the process should be
transparent. Before final decisions
are made, the Archuleta BoCC
should explain:

¢ How will the county fund pub-
lic health expenditures? What new
taxes will be imposed to make up
the $1 million plus deficit?

e What kind of hiring will be
required? How difficult will it be
to fill those positions and provide
facilities in the current economic
climate?

e Will the new health depart-
ment commit to follow state rec-
ommended infectious disease
control?

¢ Archuleta came through the
pandemic with below average CO-
VID cases and deaths so why does
the BoCC want to walk away from
success?

Finally, taxpayers should be able
to see clearly whether dissolving
San Juan Basin Public Health is
truly in the their best interests.
Carl Young, ACDP chair, on behalf

of the ACDP Central Committee

‘Biden doesn’t

care’

Dear Editor:

Joe Biden has demonstrated that
he doesn’t care about the people of
the United States.

He doesn’t care about the price
of gas or groceries that we all must
pay since his inauguration. Without
concern for us he had declared a
war on fossil fuels denying drilling
permits on federal lands, terminat-
ing the XL Pipeline that would have
provided more oil to US consumers
than we now purchase from the
Russian Federation. Only 46 per-
cent of oil goes to the production
of gasoline while the rest is used

G R
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(970) 264-0999 | 214 Pagosa St, Pagosa Springs | AlleyHouseGrille.com

to produce medicine, cosmetics,
plastics, synthetic rubber, cleaning
products, and asphalt. But Biden
doesn'’t care.

Biden has clearly demonstrated
thathe doesn’t care about the hun-
dreds of Americans and allies who
remain abandoned in Afghanistan
to this day. He didn’t care about
surrendering tens of billions of
dollars of military equipment to the
Taliban terrorist state: 75,989 Total
Vehicles and heavy Equipment,
Including Bull Dozers, Backhoes,
Dump Trucks, Excavators, just
to name a few. And this doesn’t
count the more than 358,000 M 16’s,
64,000 machine guns, and 176 artil-
lery pieces. Biden doesn't care.

Biden doesn’t care about the
millions of illegal aliens that are
pouring into our country. US Code
1324 makes illegal entry into the
US a crime, but Biden refuses to
enforce the laws passed by our
Congress. He also doesn't care that
it is now costing the US taxpayers
a net $134 billion per year (not
counting the cost of emergency
room health care, education, and
free smart phones.) Of course, Joe
Biden doesn't care.

Biden doesn’t care about the
health of Americans. He has admit-
ted illegal aliens into our country in
the midst of a pandemic without
either vaccine or testing in most
cases and then randomly distrib-
uted these infected individuals
throughout the population of our
nation spreading the disease. Biden
doesn’t care about the more than
100,000 dead Americans between
the ages of 18-45 who have died
from fentenyl overdoses caused by
drugs smuggled into this country
across our open southern border.
He has ceded control of the border
to the Mexican drug cartels. Biden
doesn’t care about young girls
being trafficked into our country
for exploitation by pimps. These
young girls and women are used,
abused, and ultimately discarded,
but Biden doesn'’t care.

Biden also doesn’t care about
the inflation that is costing the
average American family about
$5,000 per year in increased cost
of basic needs. His various spend-
ing sprees have only added to both
inflation and the national debt
which now tops $30 trillion with

M See Letters A4

Cause Moms Just Want
to Have more Sun!

Walk for Moms

May 14th - 8:30-11 a.m.
Yamaguchi Park
Register at aspirepagosa.org

Submit a video to nominate someone for “Mom of the Year”
See aspirepagosa.org for details
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M Continued from A3

unfunded federal liabilities now at
more than $168 trillion. He simply
doesn't care that a financial day of
reckoning is headed our way and is
doing nothing to stop it.

The only way to begin the long
process of fixing this ridiculous
situation is to get rid of Joe Biden
and vote him out. We need to elect a
President who actually cares about
the American people.

Richard Bolland

Board of Health

Dear Editor:

As the Executive Committee of
the Board of Health, we would like
to begin by recognizing the com-
mitment and excellent service
provided by the San Juan Basin
Public Health staff. Their work has
been exemplary across the health
district for many years, and most
recently during the COVID-19
pandemic. Any dialogue about the
dual-county partnership does not
take away from that.

On Thursday, April 28th, the
SJBPH Board of Health met in a
work session. The goal of this work
session was to come together as a
unified Board to present recom-
mendations for the future of San
Juan Basin Public Health on how
to best serve the constituents of
La Plata County and Archuleta
County. No decisions were made
in this work session.

The Board of Health will create
a report outlining the recom-
mendations and provide it to the
County Commissioners of both
counties. The Boards of County
Commissioners will be making the
decisions respective to their com-
munities.

Any decision to end the relation-
ship between the two counties will
require a lengthy, transparent and
planned transition process. This
process will not begin until the
Boards of County Commissioners
submit their intent to separate and
the date to begin the process. It is
expected that the process, as re-
quired by state statute, be one year.

Throughout the transition pro-
cess, SJBPH will operate as busi-
ness as usual. No services or staff
will be affected. The Board of
Health supports both counties in
their quest for local control and an
arrangement that best meets their
unique needs.

The Board of Health is extremely
proud of the high-quality service
and ongoing dedication to the
communities this organization
serves—and their work continues.
SJBPH is a mission-driven, trans-
parent, and fiscally sound local
public health agency and will be
responsive to the needs of both
counties as they determine their
next steps.

Karin Daniels, SJBPH board chair;
Shere Byrd, SJBPH board vice chair

‘Treasonists’

Dear Editor:
Response to “Traitors”
Reference 4/28/22

UILD
IPAGOSA

Scan QR code for tickets
E5EE

Build Pagosa supports Career & Technical
Education programs in solving the bigger
issues addressing our workforce, we work to
Build Pagosa’s future one project at a time.

Build Pagosa’s mission is to provide a
skilled workforce for the Pagosa Springs
community through public-private
partnerships, financial support and
workspace training.

The true definition of a traitor in
Lee Stopher’s letter to the editor
doesn'’t fit the crime. What does a
true treasonist look like? Being on
a committee to look into exactly
who ordered an open house day
at the US Capitol does not make
someone a treasonist, just because
someone doesn't like the findings
of the committee. Nor is being on
a committee to investigate voting
results or suspicious behavior.

Justbecause Stopher didn’t vote
for Boebert does not give free reign
to call her a treasonist because she
is on a committee that continues to
reveal information, good or bad. It’s
bad actions that make someone
treasonous.

Considering the crowds at the
speech by Trump on January 6th
were better than a 20 minute walk
to the Capitol, the security team
that stepped aside to let the “in-
surrectionists” into the US Capi-
tol, what appears to be nefarious
actions by top law enforcement
agencies and other odd things
about that day probably dictate an
investigation committee.

HRC, Stopher’s pick, got a US
Ambassador and 3 more Americans
killed in Benghazi. She may have
also ordered the spying efforts dur-
ing and after the 2016 campaign,
but is still under investigation.
Biden put tens of thousands of
Americans out of work due to shut-
ting down the Keystone pipeline.
He put us back to being dependent
on foreign energy sources, causing
fuel prices to be the highest in US
history. He got 13 Marines killed
in a botched evacuation operation
in Afghanistan. He has caused the
highest inflation in 40 years. He
has increased the country’s debt
by 10 trillion plus dollars. The last
quarter GDP came in at a negative
1.4%. He, through and with his son
Hunter, are apparently compro-
mised to several foreign countries.
The open borders are an issue also.
The suppression of speech and a
proposal to have a disinformation
“Ministry of Truth”, to be run by the
government are more questionable
actions. Everything about our Con-
stitution is under attack. All this in
just 15 months.

Hillary and Joe are prime ex-
amples of what treasonists might
look like, but we don’t call them
that just because we don't like a
decision that goes in an opposite
direction than we think it should.
We have to look at the facts. We
also need to know the definition
of ‘Traitors’.

‘Overloaded
sewage system’

Dear Editor:

When Pagosa Springs was origi-
nally platted and subsequently
developed, most properties were
considered to be single family
homesites. If I am not mistaken,
those properties had outhouses
until the last half of the 1900’s. The
water and sanitation infrastructure
that we currently have was never

E. Fisk

designed for multi-unit housing
developments and it is getting
older by the day. For several years
town residents were paying for a
replacement for the sewage treat-
ment ponds. A new digester system
never got built. Somebody came up
with a brilliant idea to pump sew-
age uphill to the Vista treatment
plantinstead. That system is failing
right now. Why is any development
being allowed because it is going to
flood an already overloaded sew-
age system? What has happened
to Pagosa Springs? One of the out-
standing things about this place
has been the self-reliant, indepen-
dent, and always helpful nature of
the population. Common sense
tells us that water flows downhill,
that includes flushing the toilet. If
our current sewage system is not
working, why would anyone with
half of a brain want to overload
the system even more? Has the
town council, town manager, and
all developers involved, flushed
their brains down the toilet? I feel
sorry for all property owners who
live along the river. Your property
isat the bottom of the hill and your
house is going to fill up first when
the town council gets done flushing
you down the toilet.

Iremember what goes downhill.

Greg Giehl
‘Management
issue’

Dear Editor:

Some background. For the ten
years before moving here, I was
the attorney for the Harlingen Wa-
terworks System in South Texas,
which served something like 50,000
homeowners and businesses. By
“waterworks,”  mean both potable
water service and sewer collection
and treatment. Unlike the relatively
pristine water that PAWSD starts
with, water in South Texas comes
from the Rio Grande, possibly
one of the largest open sewers
anywhere.

Nuevo Laredo, on the south side
of the river, routinely poured all
its untreated sewage in the Rio
Grande, called the Rio Bravo in
Mexico, as did others, sometimes
on the north side, too. Harlingen
water, and that of other cities on
the north side of the river, is treated
to meet required state and federal
standards.

Were there problems? Yes, there
were and sometimes water and
sewer lines broke. The Waterworks
had employees who dealt with
those issuesin a timely and profes-
sional manner. In short, problems
were fixed. Problems with pumps
were, like here, common. The
Waterworks had spare pumps on
hand and mostlift stations had two
pumps. Pumping raw sewage takes
a toll on pumps and sewage lines.
will spare you knowledge of some
of the items that people flush down
their toilets. There are some things
you just don’t want to know.

There have been several articles
about sewage line issues reported
in the Sun. It was discovered that

4th Annval Auction

to support Career & Technical Education
STUPENT BULLT PLAYHOUSES & SO MUACH MORE!

May 6, 2022

Ross Aragon Community Center
Doors open: 5:30pm

Music, Food & Auction @ 6pm

Join us to support local
Workforce Education
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Proceeds support our Career & Technical l

Education programs at PSHS. |
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hospitality, building trades, welding, green

energy, agriculture, outdoor careers, |

business skills, and medical trades.

Tickets available on Eventbrite.com « $25 in advance/$30 at the door
For more info: www.BuildPagosa.com <970-398-5815 . director@buildpagosa.org

some sewage lines were broken,
and some raw sewage was leak-
ing out of the system. Suggestions
were made that some of the lines
needed to be lined with pipes and
that can be a solution if done before
the lines have collapsed. Once col-
lapsed, the lines must be replaced.

“Woe is me” we heard from
PAWSD and the Town. ‘These
pumps are really expensive,” they
said. Yes, they are. Really expen-
sive, high-quality pumps that can
pump sewage, and whatever else
gets flushed, are made to deal with
those issues. They can be rebuilt
but that is also expensive. A lot
of systems have spare pumps on
hand. Or, they get on the phone and
find what they need and get the job
done. Maintenance and repair of
the system is, or should be, a cost
that is part of the fees we pay for
potable water.

So, here we are a year letter and
there is still a delay to get the new
pumps that are needed and repairs
completed.

Simply stated, this is a manage-
ment issue. When there is a sewage
leak or potable water issue, it needs
to be fixed and quickly. Sewage and
water lines need to be maintained.
When that is not done, it is time for
a serious discussion with manage-
ment.

William L. Hubbard

Happy Mother’s
Day

Dear Editor:

Thinking about the neighbor-
hood of children I enjoyed during
my early childhood. In those days,
most mothers sewed their girls
dresses. The “store bought” ones
were out of their price range.

I remember when “Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs” was showing
at the Picture Show (what we call
the Movies today). That was pretty
exciting for us at that time. The
fabric store came out with fabric
using the Dwarfs and Snow White
in the overall design on a solid red
background. Mother bought some
and made me a dress from it. After I
wore it to school one day and friends
admired it, one of the little boys in
the neighborhood came knocking
at the door and asked my mother if
he could have the left-over scraps
from sewing my dress. Of course.
That was my Mom. She made alittle
boy happy. It took so little to make
a kid happy in those days. It was all
about love, of course.

I remember my first “store-
bought” dress. My father had to
travel to Chicago for a business
meeting. He returned with a pres-
ent for me. It was a “store-bought”
dress from Chicago. A bid deal, for
sure.

Happy Mother’s Day to our
Moms.

Patty Tillerson

Construction

New Construction * Remodels * Additions

» Conventional Frame Construction
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« Structural Insulated Panel Construction (SIPs)
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County hears update on health district programs

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At the April 19 Archuleta County
Board of County Commissioners’
(BoCC) work session, the board
heard a programmatic update from
San Juan Basin Public Health (S]B-
PH) Executive Director Liane Jollon.

In her presentation, Jollon dis-
cussed the seven foundational
capabilities of SJBPH that guide
the organization’s work across pro-
grams and are defined by the state
of Colorado.

Jollon first discussed assess-
ment and planning, which encom-
passes collection and analysis of
health data, as well as assessments
of program effectiveness.

Two examples Jollon gave for
assessment and planning activi-
ties are the Child Fatality Review
Team, which reviews preventable
deaths in children and examines
institutional gaps that might have
contributed to them, and the
community health assessments
performed by SJBPH and used to
guide the Community Health Im-
provement Plan.

Jollon highlighted that assess-
ment and planning is responsible
for acquiring outside funding, with
the team bringing in approximately
$2 million in additional funds in
2021.

She also mentioned that SJBPH
receives approximately 15 percent
of its funding from local sources,
compared to 50 percent for many
agencies the size of SJBPH, reflect-
ing the organization’s success in
obtaining outside funding.

The next foundational capabil-
ity Jollon discussed was communi-
cations, which includes marketing

of programs to raise awareness and
outreach to community groups and
local governments.

Jollon mentioned that SJBPH
receives more extensive media cov-
erage relative to size in Archuleta
County than in La Plata County.

The third foundational capabil-
ity Jollon explained was policy and
partnerships, which involves build-
ing and maintaining collaborations
with community groups and local
government.

Jollon explained that such part-
nerships are crucial in expanding
SJBPH’s communications concern-
ing COVID.

During this discussion, Com-
missioner Warren Brown inquired
whether, in SJBPH’s after-action
reporting on the COVID pandemic,
the organization would consider
changes to its institutional capac-
ity for handling concerns like mass
testing.

Brown noted that, in the pan-
demic, the county had been re-
sponsible for maintaining and
staffing COVID testing sites, which
had strained community resources.

Jollon responded by highlight-
ing that state pandemic planning
had designated testing as the re-
sponsibility of health care partners,
not of the health district, although
that approach had proven ineffec-
tive in the course of the pandemic.
She added that the state is currently
revising its pandemic plans and
that there are significant conflicts
between the state and health care
organizations on the proper group
to take responsibility for testing.

“It’s just very difficult to manage
from afar,” Brown said. “Sometime,
atsome point, somebody, some hu-
man being has to set foot at the site,

wherever the site is for whatever
issue there is, whether it’s health,
whether it’s a fire, doesn’t matter.”

Jollon responded that, in her
understanding, SJBPH Emergency
Manager Lori Zazzaro had been in
Archuleta County “almost every
day” helping set up testing sites
and working with the Archuleta
County emergency manager.

Jollon also added that the SJBPH
leadership team was not present at
any of the testing sites as the team
was working remotely to help mod-
el distancing for the community.

Jollon described SJBPH’s fourth
foundational capability of emer-
gency preparedness and response.

She highlighted SJBPH’s work
with Archuleta County emergency
management during the pan-
demic, as well as its work in wildfire
preparedness and evacuation plan-
ning and hospital evacuation drills.

The final group of foundational
capabilities Jollon discussed were
organization competencies, in-
cluding budgeting, administrative
services and providing employee
benefits to staff in both counties.

Jollon also highlighted that, due
to SJBPH’s good fiscal health, it was
able to mount a COVID response
during the early phase of the pan-
demic when state and federal fund-
ing was not available — something
some health districts had not been
able to accomplish.

She added that the 2021 budget
had not reflected well the stresses
the COVID pandemic had placed
on all elements of SJBPH’s pro-
grams and staff, although this was
addressed in the 2022 budget.

Jollon also discussed SJBPH’s
pandemic plan and recent research
showing that 80 percent of local

Expect traffic delays at wildlife crossing project

Colorado Department of Transportation

The Colorado Department of
Transportation will initiate a new
traffic pattern starting this week at
the U.S. 160 and Colo. 151 wildlife
crossing project.

The new pattern will stop both
directions of traffic while crews work
on placing panels for the wildlife
overpass. The new pattern will take
place Thursday or Friday and con-

tinue into the week of May 9 with no
work expected over the weekends,
weather permitting. Motorists can
anticipate up to 15-minute delays.
The plan is to keep vehicles out
of the vicinity of the wall panel lifts
for the safety of workers and mo-
torists. Please allow for extra travel
time while this work is taking place.
Excavation, building the con-
crete sidewalls, backfilling the
sidewalls, painting the structure,

fencing and seeding the natural
landscaping on the bridge are the
final tasks required to conclude the
project, expected in July.

For additional information
about this project:

e Project hotline: (970) 903-4004.

¢ Project email: PublicInfoCO@
gmail.com.

e Website: http://www.codot.
gov/projects/U.S.160-wildlife-
crossing.

public health agencies had had to
shrink capacity in other programs
to respond to the pandemic.

Jollon also mentioned several
studies and surveys on the impact
of the pandemic on public health
workers, which show, among other
things, that one in three public
health workers were now looking
for work in other fields due to the
pressures and harassment experi-
enced during the pandemic, and
that local public health depart-
ments had broadly experienced
harassment and threats through
the pandemic.

The studies Jollon cited also
explain that COVID misinforma-
tion has led to large numbers of
preventable deaths and had im-
peded effective public health mes-
saging on pandemic management
and safety.

Commissioner Ronnie Maez
commented that, in a free country,
citizens’ ability to choose what
to believe is paramount and that
misinformation had come from all
sides during the pandemic.

Brown added that he believes
the constant changes and con-
tradictions in COVID information
disseminated by different sources
at different times had contributed
to disagreements about the pan-
demic, as had general distrust in
government.

Jollon commented that SJBPH’s
job was to provide the best infor-
mation available to citizens, not to
determine what was done with that
information.

Maez then inquired whether the
state board of health is guided
by state statute, to which Jollon
replied yes.

He then continued to state that
obedience to statutes is how the
state board of health, and SJBPH
by extension, ensure they are fol-
lowing the constitution and laws
of Colorado.

Maez added that these ques-
tions had been posed to him by a
constituent and that he hoped the
answers provided answered the
citizen’s question.

Brown also commented that he
would prefer to have “at least
monthly” updates from SJBPH,
which Jollon replied that SJBPH
would be willing to provide.

josh@pagosasun.com
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MOUNTAIN PIZZA

“Great food and service. Had a big group and
everything was great! loved being able
to frost your beer glass!
Outdoor dining « Large portions « Child-friendly
Large menu - Great food « Good salad « Indoor Dining
Cheryl M., Facebook

Stop by and
enjoy our
Gourmet Pizza
Fresh

- Delicious
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Order On Line: MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Join us for our upcoming events!

Huthanie

of Pagosa Springs

OPEN HOUSE

465 Cloman Blvd, Pagosa Springs, CO

Saturday, May 14
from 11AM-2PM

Join us for a family-friendly FREE
event and come see what’'s new
at the Humane Society shelter!

D 2

SAVE THEDATE! i,

4

SATURDAY, JUNE 25 at 6:30PM

Ross Aragon Community Center

Kids Games ¢ Food
Activities ¢ Face Painting

A

Hutnafi¢
Society

of Pagosa Springs

Shelter Tours

S22

Limited tickets available! VIP Ticket: $125 General Admission: $65
For event information or to purchase tickets, visit: WWW.HSPSAUCTION.ORG

N

Vlgoroot pots & planters

& Gift Center
are full of ...

Hanging baskets &
annual flowers

New delivery of
beautiful blooming
peonies

All the necessities
for growing food &
flowers

Veggie & herb starts

Unique pottery
& bird baths

Perennials, shrubs
& trees

Ask about our
Custom Potting
Program for your
Baskets & Pots

Gift certificates available!

166 Bastille Dr. ® 970.731.4126
Mon - Fri: 9-5

P A G O s A

Summer hours begin May 7th

NURSERY COMPANY

Mon - Fri: 9-5 Sat: 9-3




A6 — The Pagosa Springs SUN — Thursday, May 5, 2022

' Ny

Obituaries

Erin Spring
Brown

Erin Spring Brown passed away
onWednesday, April 27, at the age of
47. She was born in San Diego, Ca-
lif., on March
15, 1975, to
Kristiand Gary
Brown. After
brother Troy
was born, the
family moved
to Seattle,
Wash. In 1984,
they moved to
Pagosa Springs, Colo., where ex-
tended family lived. A few years
later, the family made one last
move to Temecula, Calif., where
Erin graduated from high school.
Erin’s adventurous spirit moved
her to San Diego, Calif. In 2015,
Erin moved back to Pagosa Springs
with her daughter, Ava, who is Erin’s
greatest joy and accomplishment.
For the last three years, they made
their home in Durango.

Erin loved cooking and sharing
her creations with family and
friends. Playing board games, hik-
ing, camping, biking and paddle-
boarding were some of her favorite
activities. She will be greatly missed
by all and leaves behind a large
group of those who loved her, who
will continue to support and en-
courage her daughter, Ava, in both
Pagosa Springs and Durango.

Erin is survived by her daughter
Ava Brown; parents Kristi and Gary
brown; brother Troy Brown, all of
Temecula, Calif.; and grandfather
Howard Brown. Erin is also sur-
vived by her aunts, Heather and
Paige Brown, of Washington, and
Linda (Stan) Gill; uncles Ken (Shel-
ley) Peterson and Dan Peterson, all
of Pagosa Springs, Colo. There are
numerous firstand second cousins.

Erin is preceded in death by
grandparents Joan and Ovie Peter-
son and grandmother Mary Brown.

A celebration of Erins life will be
Saturday, May 7, a come-and-go
event, from 3 to 6 p.m. at the 11th
Street Station in Durango.

A GoFundMe page has been set
up to help with funeral, medical
and other costs. If you would like to
contribute, please go to gofundme.
com, Rally for Ava.

Robert Lawrence
Hill

Robert Lawrence Hill, part-time

Pagosa resi-
dent, passed
away March 9
in his home in
Michigan. He
is survived by
his wife, Cathy;
his three sons:
Matthew, Na-
than and Aar-
on; five grand-
children: Mad-
ison, Ethan,
Rachal, Riley
and Nesta; and his brother, Don,
and his wife, Paula, and their chil-
dren: Andrew, Suzanne and Erin.
The family had a celebration of life
luncheon in Michigan.

Bob was born Oct. 27, 1944, in
New York City. He graduated from
Penn State, got his pilot’s license and
made his first parachute jump allin
the same year. After getting a mas-
ter’s degree in computer science, he
worked for Rockwell International
as a systems analyst, he used to say;,
for a third of a century. Bob loved
his family and that meant taking
us on vacations and the favorites
usually provided skiing, scuba div-
ing or windsurfing. He also had a
unique sense of humor that the
family called “Bobisms.” After his
retirement, when he signed on with
Wilderness Journeys here in Pagosa
as a raft and land tour guide, he
could get the whole bus laughing
with one ofhis “Bobisms.” He was at
his best showing tourists the beau-
ties of Pagosa Country.

We were blessed to have Bob in
our lives and are looking forward
to being reunited in Christ when it
is our time to go.

John Keane

John Keane died April 30 at Pine
Ridge in Pagosa Springs, Colo., fol-
lowing along struggle with esopha-
geal cancer.

He was
born Jan. 12,
1941, to Jack
and Jean Ke-
ane in Oxford,
Colo. He grew
up in the Up-
per Piedra on
their family
ranch, gradu-
ating from
Pagosa Springs High School. After
high school, John joined the Army
and spent four years serving our
country, two of those years spentin
Korea during the Korean Conflict.

John will be remembered most
for his good heart and orneriness.
He was kind and generous and
loved others unconditionally. He
was a true cowboy, the last of a dy-
ing breed.

John'’s greatest joy in life was his
daughters, two grandsons and
two great-granddaughters. He
often said that he lived a good life
and was able to do everything he
wanted to do except win the lotto.

John is survived by his devoted
daughter, Michelle (Shawn) Curvey,
and grandson, Cody Keane; grand-
son by Charlotte, John Chavez and
his children, Nichole and Natalie;
and step-grandson Zack Curvey.

John was preceded in death by
his wife, Jeanette Keane, daughter
Charlotte Keane, parents Jack and
Jean Keane, and sister Georgia Lou
House.

“God saw you getting tired and
a cure was not to be, so he put his
arms around you and whispered
‘come with me. With tearful eyes,
I watched and saw you pass away;,
although I love you dearly, I could
not make you stay. A golden heart
stopped beating, hardworking
hands at rest. God broke my heart
to prove to me, he only takes the
best.” — Anonymous.

A memorial of John's and service
to the country is planned for Sept.
17 at 2 p.m. at the Veterans Memo-
rial Park in Pagosa. All are welcome
to attend. Bring a chair if you need
one.

Debbie Ray
(Skillett)

Debbie Ray (Skillett) was born
on Dec. 17, 1956, in Idaho, with a
heart of fire. She grew up all over
the place, eventually ending up
in Albuquer-
que, where she
met Rodney.
She fell in love
with him and
they swiftly
married, al-
lowing her to
joyfully ditch
that frying pan
of alast name.
They moved
around a bit before ultimately
settling in Pagosa Springs, Colo.,
where they remained and raised
their family.

Debbie loved the mountains,
but also loved adventures that
didn’t last too long. She always

approached every excursion with
contagious enthusiasm and great
appreciation, but no experience
could elicit more joy than any trip
to Water World.

Her passion was visible in every
aspect of her life. “Determined” is
a nice way of saying stubborn as
hell, and she was one of the most
determined people you might ever
know. The word quit was notin her
vocabulary. There was nothing she
couldn’t do — except sing. Maybe
she alsoneeded alittle advice when
choosing home paint colors, but
otherwise, she accomplished ev-
erything she put her mind to.

Debbie was a quilter, chef,
seamstress, craftswoman, artist,
gardener, teacher, writer, huntress,
prankster, friend, wife, mother,
grandmother, passionate about
kids, and a fierce advocate for
the underdog. She never stopped
learning or taking on challenges
for as long as she was able. Then,
when she became sick, she fought
like a beast until the end.

She was also selfless beyond
reason. Debbie spent her days and
often nights doing for others. She
was known to volunteer to sew all
of the costumes or make all of the
special snacks. She hosted service
events, volunteered for untold fun-
draisers, provided respite for par-
ents of her school kids, and had an
open home for anyone’s children.

Debbie never knew a stranger
and never held back an opinion.
She was unflinchingly honest, bold
and fearless. In her wisdom, she
could practically handle every-
thing. There is not another person
on earth you would rather have on
your side.

Her least favorite phrase was “It
is what it is.” Because she believed
with all of her heart, “It is what you
make it.” She taught her children,
grandchildren and many others to
boldly be who God made them to
be and stand up for what is right all
of the time.

On April 18, Debbie marched
her way into Heaven. Her laugh-
ter will now echo eternally as she
embraces family and friends she’s
been waiting to see for quite a
while. She will be greatly missed by
her family and friends back home,
along with a zillion pets she never
wanted but loved anyway.

Services for Debbie will be held
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, May 22, at the
Blanco River Group Campground
(CCC Campground).

Charlotte P. Yochem
Attorney*

Straightforward Estate Planning
Wills, Powers Of Attorney, Directives

charlotte@yochemlaw.com
512-529-6288

www.linkedin.com/in/charlotteyochem
Pagosa Springs, Colorado

*Licensed to Practice Law in Colorado and Texas

Need *100? Need *5,000?

Come see us now!

$ CASH LOANS $

Short-term loans based on collateral only, we take collateral on the following:
Cars ® Trucks e Trailers e ATVs e Motorcycles

Guns e Gold ¢ Jewelry e Silver & More

* Got Gold? Get Cash! x

We buy gold, Turn your old, broken jewelry
silver, guns: into CASH TODAY

d °
sl San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160) e (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

ROAD MAINTENANCE

Driveways ® Ponds ® Underground Utilities ® Clean Up
Dozer Work ¢ Land Leveling ® Foundations

NEXT GEN
" A o | j
_ A | | i | .,I_J_J Bonded &
EXCAVATION
Michael Preuit | Cell:(970) 946-7303 | Office:(970) 264-0795

16 years local

experience Insured

Lost Park Builders, Inc.

LOG HOMES”®

Independent Dealer

Mon-Sat 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Sun by appointment
640 Pompa Dr.

970-731-1102 office
719-839-9268 mobile

www.lostparkinc.com

Photo courtesy Pagosa Fire Protection District

Area agencies took part in an incident management class April 25-27 focused on protecting the community and being prepared to respond to a

variety of incidents.

Local agencies
attend incident
management class

Pagosa Fire Protection District

Local agencies gathered April
25-27 for an incident manage-
ment class. ICS 300, Intermediate
Incident Command System for
Expanding Incidents, provided
students with knowledge on how
to work together to protect our
community.

Subjects covered in the class
included: description of incident
management team positions,
resource management, docu-
mentation and forms, processes
and procedures, levels of incident
complexity, transfer of command,
how to distribute information and
proper communication between
agencies.

An understanding of how vari-
ous-size incidents are managed
will provide agencies with intel-
ligence for any potential future
incidents in the area. The Pagosa
Springs area has seen wildfires,
floods, hazardous materials situ-
ations, snowstorms and other
disasters in the past; any or all of
these events could occur again. By
preparing ahead of an emergency,
all agencies will be better prepared
to respond.

Participating agencies included
the Pagosa Fire Protection District,
Pagosa Springs Police Depart-
ment, Archuleta County Sheriff’s
Office, South Fork Fire and Rescue,
and Upper San Juan Search and
Rescue.

punctuality.

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service
you and your family through providing quality in our
work, and being timely and efficient.

Don't forget to check your crawl spaces for standing
water. Water mixed with the normal environments
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump
system installations and repairs as well as moisture
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

Pagosa Springs CO 81147 bill@lostparkinc.com email

in 2022.

Let Me Help You
Make One, Too!

Debble Loewen, new owner of Wolf Cleek
Realty Colorado, with prior owner Eddie Ring.

Same great, honest service — just a different location.

109.5 successful transactions closed

totaling $23 million in sales in 2021
Call me today for your free market analysis

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker
debbie@ownpagosa.com

448 Pagosa Street * (970) 946-3480

/remum»/}??ounfmv /m}ver/ies
OWNPAG OS_@

water and microbial growth or call us for a free inspection!

DISASTER
RESTORATION

FLOOD
MITIGATION

DUCT CLEANING

Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

X

Structural Drying Removal
Lars Schneider BJ Jones
970-946-0238 970-749-9028

MountainMenDM.com * mail@mountainmendm.com

Call us for 24/7 Emergency Response

Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

v|\O\—‘nta'n MQ/?

Disaster Mitigation

Mold Remediation Smoke and Odor

X

NATIONALLY LICENSED () INSURED

» LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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The Blotter

Items listed in The Blotter report where
an alleged incident occurred and the na-
ture of the incident. Readers should not
assume employees or owners of a place
of business or a parking lot reported as
the scene of an event are involved as
perpetrators of the incident.

Archuleta County Sheriff’s Office

Callls for service for two weeks: 344.

April 16 — All other thefts, criminal
mischief, West Golf Place.

April 17 — Information only, West U.S.
160.

April 18 — Death investigation, Catch-
pole Drive.

April 18 —Domestic violence, false
reporting to authorities, violation of re-
straining order, harassment by phone or
computer, Bermuda Court.

April 18 — Harassment-strikes/
shoves/kicks, domestic violence, viola-
tion of bail bond condition-misdemeanor,
third-degree assault-simple assault,
violation of restraining order, Bermuda
Court.

April 20 — Criminal mischief, Bermuda
Court.

April 20 — Fraud by check-other
method, Paul Hood Place.

April 20 — Information only, Bonanza
Avenue.

April 21 — Agency assist, U.S. 160.

April 21 — County warrant, Bermuda
Court.

April 22 — Fraud by check-other
method, 23 Bastille Drive.

April 22 — Fraud in effecting sales, all
other thefts, Meadowlark Drive.

April 22 — Domestic violence, harass-
ment-strikes/shoves/kicks, Fireside
Street.

April 22 — Agency assist, Coronado
Circle.

April 23 — Second-degree assault-
caused intended serious bodily injury,
domestic violence, harassment-stalking-
misdemeanor, Chipper Court.

April 23 — Child abuse-negligence,
Solomon Drive.

April 23 — All other thefts, County
Road 326/U.S. 84.

April 23 — Criminal mischief, first-
degree criminal trespass-other intent,
County Road 119.

April 24 — Dog at large (first offense
no injury), U.S. 160.

April 24 — Violation of restraining
order, Chipper Court.

April 24 — All other thefts, Talisman
Drive.

April 25 — All other thefts, first-degree
criminal trespass-theft from vehicle, sec-
ond-degree burglary, Shenandoah Drive.

April 26 — Under investigation, no
location listed.

April 26 — All other thefts, computer
crime-felony, Harman Park Drive.

April 26 —Vicious dog with injury,
Pioneer Court and Roosevelt Drive.

April 26 — Vicious dog without injury,
County Road 600.

April 26 — Cruelty to animals, County
Road 600.

April 27 — Second-degree assault-
caused intended bodily injury, harass-
ment-strikes/shoves/kicks, domestic
violence, child abuse, Oak Drive.

April 27 — Warrant arrest, Crooked
Road.

April 27 — Menacing, Harman Park
Drive.

April 27 — Under investigation, no
location listed.

April 28 — Agency assist, Lewis
Street.

April 28 — Criminal mischief, Indian
Land Road.

April 28 — Information only, County
Road 411.

April 30 — Unlawful ownership of
dangerous dog-misdemeanor, unlawful
ownership of vicious dog, West U.S. 160.

May 1 — Third-degree assault-simple
assault, harassment-strikes/shoves/kicks,
obstruction of telephone or telegraph
service, County Road 326.

Town of Pagosa Springs Police
Department

Two Durango women

killed in head-on crash
on U.S. 160 near Bayfield

Driver suspected of being under
the influence of drugs, alcohol

By Shane Benjamin
Durango Herald

Two women were killed in a
head-on crash April 27 on U.S. 160
just east of Gem Village, according
to the Colorado State Patrol.

Drugs and alcohol are suspect-
ed, said Cpl. Jonathan Silver with
the State Patrol.

The crash occurred about 10:20
p-m. when a brown 1999 Jeep
Grand Cherokee traveling east-
bound toward Bayfield crossed
the center line and collided with
a 2007 Toyota Rav4, according to a
crash report.

The Jeep was being driven by
Elfreida J. Kolossa, 56, of Durango.
Kolossawas pronounced dead short-
ly after 11 p.m. at Mercy Hospital.

The Toyota was being driven by
a 16-year-old girl who was working
on her nighttime-driving hours
for her driver’s license, Silver said.
Her mother, Erin S. Brown, 47, of
Durango, was in the passenger seat.

The mother was killed in the
crash, but the daughter escaped
with “moderate” injuries, accord-
ing to the crash report.

Silver said the mother and
daughter used to live in Pagosa
Springs but had recently moved
to Durango. The daughter was
still attending a youth group in
Pagosa, and they were returning to
Durango after attending the youth
group, Silver said.

“The daughter was trying to get
her night driving hours in and saw
the vehicle in her lane and swerved
to try and avoid it,” he said.

Kolossa had apparently just left
The Billy Goat Saloon in Gem Vil-
lage, which is less than a mile from
the crash site, Silver said.

Troopers suspect she was under
the influence of alcohol and mari-
juana at the time of the crash, he
said. She also had an open con-
tainer of alcohol in the vehicle.

“Unfortunately, we're seeing too
much of that,” he said.

Kolossa also was not wearing a
seat belt, he said.

“It’s possible that she could have
survived the crash if she had been
using it,” Silver said.

The 16-year-old girl and her
mother were wearing seat belts.

The girl was taken by ambulance
to Mercy Regional Medical Center.
The hospital declined to release
the girl’s condition because she is
aminor.

Excessive speed is not suspected
of playing a role in the crash, Silver
said.

In fact, the 16-year-old driver
was able to react and slow down
before impact, he said.

U.S. 160 was closed for at least
two hours while law enforcement
investigated and cleared the crash
scene.

This story is reprinted with per-
mission of The Durango Herald.

=
o,

Vermeer Brush Chippers
Snorkel Man Lifts

And, as always:

Dump Trailers « Skid Steers
Professional-grade Carpet Cleaners
Air Compressors « Sewer Snakes
and more!

See our full line of equipment
on pinevalleyrental.com

Shop local for your
equipment rental needs
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agosa Springs

& Sales In¢.

New equipment!
Just in time for your
spring projects!
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305 Bastille Drive

(970) 731-4410

Calls for service for week: 138.

April 18 — Violation of restraining
order, San Juan Street.

April 18 — First-degree criminal tres-
pass, North 1st Street.

April 21 — Violation of restraining
order, 14th Street.

April 21 — Theft, South 6th Street.

April 21 — Improper registration, sus-
pended license, operated vehicle without
insurance, Piedra Road.

April 22 — Camping prohibited in
parks, San Juan Street.

April 22 — Careless driving, failed to
notify police, false reporting, Country
Center Drive.

April 22 — Weaving, failed to use turn
signal, DUI, San Juan Street.

April 23 — Assault, violation of re-
straining order, Hermosa Street.

April 25 — Third-degree assault, North
8th Street.

April 26 — Information only, East
Pagosa Street.

April 27 — First-degree assault, Lewis
Street.

April 28 — Warrant arrest, South 5th
Street.

April 29 — Second-degree arson, East
Pagosa Street.

April 29 — Harassment, criminal mis-
chief, East Pagosa Street.

April 29 — Warrant arrest, Aspen Vil-
lage Drive.

April 30 — Fraud by check, Pagosa
Street.

April 30 — Hit and run, Aspen Village
Drive.

April 30 — Weaving, DUI, Country
Center Drive.

April 30 — Reckless driving, DUI, West
U.S. 160.

Pagosa Springs Municipal Court:
Judge Justin P. Fay

April 26 — Zoe Gaul-Murphy, illegal
possession and/or consumption of al-
cohol by underage persons, fine and
costs — $85.

April 26 — Christopher Blea, criminal
mischief, fine and costs — $135.

April 26 — Ramona Silva, animal run-
ning at large prohibited, vicious animal
prohibited, fines and costs — $235.

April 26 — Julie Chino, disorderly
conduct, fine and costs — $135.

Archuleta County Court: Judge
Justin P. Fay

April 19 — Jason A. Allberg, driving
while ability impaired, 10 days suspended
imposition, 24 hours community service,
12 months probation alcohol evaluation
and supervision, fines and costs —
$895.95.

April 27 — Hunter Allen Thompson,
driving under the influence, 25 days jail
suspended, 48 hours community service,
12 months probation alcohol evaluation

and supervision, fines and costs —
$1,320.50.

April 27 — Terry Alphonse Mazura,
registration-unregistered vehicle, fines
and costs — $126.50.

April 27 — Terry Patrick Yerton, stage
1 - violation of stage 1 fire ban, fines and
costs — $86.

April 27 — Terry William Olguin, driv-
ing while ability impaired, 10 days
jail suspended, 24 hours community
service, 12 months probation alcohol
evaluation and supervision, fines and
costs — $776.50.

April 27 — Michael D. Macleod, mari-
juana cultivation-12 plants exceeded,
fines and costs — $236.

April 27 — Phillip A. Mott, obedience
to official traffic control device, fines and
costs — $170.

April 27 — John C. Myrick, speeding
10-19 over limit, fines and costs —
$233.50.

April 27 — Tyler J. Raab, speeding
20-24 over limit, fines and costs —
$314.50.

April 27— Shaffer D. Spillane, speed-
ing 25-39 over limit, fines and costs —
$276.50.

April 27 — William Brian Schoonover,
assault 3-know/reckless cause injury,
24 months probation, fines and costs —
$1,486.50.

April 27 — Szymon Grzgorz Sukcik,
driving under the influence-with prior,
375 days jail, 365 days jail suspended
imposition, 48 hours community ser-
vice, 20 days electronic surveillance,
two years probation, fines and costs
— $2,520.50.

April 28 — Michael Groves, violation
p/o-civil, six months probation, fines and
costs — $544.50.

6th Judicial District Court: Judge
Jeffrey R. Wilson

April 18 — Mia Nichole Molinar, con-
trolled sub-poss sch 1/2/fl/kt, 123 days
Department of Corrections, 12 months
deferred sentence revoked, fines and
costs — $2,568.50.

April 18 — Jay Bradley Krause, driving
under the influence-with 3+ priors, six
years Department of Corrections, fines
and costs — $955.50.

April 18 — Joshua Gregory Abrell,
witness/victim-intimidating, 90 days jail,
five years probation, fines and costs —
$3,531.50.

April 18 — Joshua Gregory Abrell,
theft-$20,000-$100,000, 90 days jail,
five years probation, fines and costs —
$23,837.50.

May 2 — Matthew K. Warren, driving
under the influence-with 3+ priors, 90
days jail, four years probation, 56 hours
community service, fines and costs —
$3,939.50.

BEER,
CHOCOLATE &
CHEESE PAIRING
MAY 13, 6PM

SOAKING & RACE
SPECTATING
MAY 14
9AM-4PM

CRAFT BREW
TASTING
MAY 14
4PM-6PM

MORNING AQUA
YOGA

MAY 15
8AM-9AM

SCAN FORINFO
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200+ Guns For Sale
Ammunition, too!

Great prices! ¢ Great selection!
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New & Pre-owned Guns For Sale!
Rifles, shotguns, tactical & collectible long guns
Pistols, revolvers & collectible hand guns

Buy ¢ Sell « $40 Transfers
Special Orders » Layaway

Cash Loans on Guns

SELL YOUR GUNS HERE!

Licensed » Bonded « Insured

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy. 160) ¢ (970) 264-1000

May 5th & 6th, 2022

ALL COMMERCIAL & PASSENGER RLT/SUV TIRES ON SALE

Nation Wide Warranty and Road Hazard Warranty on Most Brands

MILE

<

COOPERTIRES

nokicir’
TYRES

Take 10% off your Purchase*

*(Excludes any Items on Sale)

®

Passenger Cars ° Light Trucks
Farm Equipment ¢ Buses ° Industrial
Lawn & Garden * Small Engine
Miscellaneous Applications

s ALE Comnonent Sales See Our Mix Master Beto
Two Days Only! JVEG “Your Passion, Our Colors”
. RProncer Featuring

Vehicle Audio

KENWOOD
JL AUDIO.
@MEMPHIS

Protect & Beautify Your Vehicle,

AXALTA

AUTO PAINT
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INTERSTATE;
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970-731-5995

23 Bastille Drive * Pagosa Springs ® Hours: M - F 7:30 am - 5:00 pm

Lunch Served By:

11:00 am - 1:00 pm Each Day

Saturday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
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B Continued from front
County feels that particular interest
groups are “wagging the dog.”

She added, “And that doesn’t
mean that their views and con-
cerns are not ... from the public.
And it doesn’t mean that they’re
not valid. It doesn’'t mean that they
shouldn’'t be answered. But, we feel
like we hear from a lot of different
constituencies and we have a lot
of different constituencies that we
need to respond to and there is a,
forlack of a better word, a group of
people who feel very strongly about
how they feel that seems to be sort
of wagging the dog here. What we
want to do is to bring forth a recom-
mendation that we split apart. I'm
going to be blunt.”

She emphasized that this is not
a formal recommendation before
adding, “And the reason is we feel
like, to be in a good marriage and
agood partnership, you need trust,
you need a commitment to doit...
you need a commitment to act as
one voice and, in this case, since
we are a policy governance board
and so much relies on our executive
director and our staff, we need to
support them. And I think this rela-
tionship has had, not pointing any
fingers, a corrosive impact on the
organization. And, so, we have to
ask ourselves as leaders, how long
are we going to let that continue?”

She then emphasized that every
marriage is imperfect but that suc-
cess would require commitment
to the relationship as well as com-
mitment to the principles of public
health.

She added, “We believe in the
basic things public health is for,
such as vaccines, let’s just say it.
Such as masks, let’s just say it. Now,
these things have thrown a giant
wedge in our ability to ... have a
unified front.”

She then mentioned that La
Plata County will have a work ses-
sion to determine its needs with the
health district and that Archuleta
County could form its own health
district that matched the county’s
ethic of “local control.”

She concluded, “And, I just want
to put these on the table because ...
we do not want the situation to go
on much longer. ... I feel like what
ishappeningis every time thereis a
meeting in Archuleta County, there
are new innuendos, there are new
ways that our staff are attacked,
quite frankly. ... We can have some
very serious debates and disagree-
ments about public health issues,
but we can't as the La Plata County
Board of County Commissioners
let this go on much longer. I think
it’s corrosive to our credibility and
it’s corrosive to our government.”

Following a question from BoH
member Dr. Jon Bruss about the
status of the relationship between
SJBPH and Archuleta County out-

Elected

W Continued from front

* Cox: 767.

e Parada: 576.

e William Lane Hubbard: 475.

e Carryn Rumpf Dyer: 463.

“As a returning member of the
USJSD [sic], Pagosa Springs Medi-
cal Center Board of Directors, and
as a member of this community,
my goal is to work with the entire
Board and with the Medical Cen-
ter Administration to ensure that
PSMC continues to be a sound,
financially stable institution, with
the planning and flexibility to face
the opportunities and challenges
ahead,” Alfred wrote in an email
to The SUN. “I sincerely appreci-
ate the support of my family and
friends and will continue to do
my best for everyone in our com-
munity.”

“I was tickled at the strength of
the turnout. I thought it was really
good there was that much interest
in an off election. ... That means a
lot of people are engaged,” Rose
said, adding he understands the
district had a good turnout for the
election. “Although it was a great
slate regardless — they were all
great candidates — it’s a good-
looking board, and I look forward
to serving on it.”

Cox and Parada were also asked
Wednesday morning to provide
comments regarding the election,
but did not respond by press time.

Accordingto Designated Election

side the pandemic, BoH vice presi-
dent Shere Byrd commented that
it has always been an “uneasy
relationship.”

BoH member Bob Ledger added
that he feels that the conflicts
between SJBPH are driven by
socio-political differences and that
complaints about SJBPH were pres-
ent before the pandemic.

Bruss highlighted a potential
difference between “desire and
capacity” in terms of Archuleta
County forming its own health
district and the potential for “loud
voices” to skew perceptions of citi-
zens' desires.

He added that Archuleta County
does not necessarily have the ca-
pacity to form a health department,
as La Plata County does.

Porter-Norton then raised the
possibility that Archuleta County
could contract with La Plata Coun-
ty for services while highlighting
her commitment to ensuring that
Archuleta County citizens are not
“left in the dust” in terms of public
health.

She also mentioned the lack of
affirmative commitment by the
Archuleta County BoCC to work
with SJBPH and that the BoCC had
made no attempt to refute allega-
tions of corruption made against
SJBPH at its meetings.

The BoH then discussed the
potential implementation of dis-
solution of SJBPH, including the
difficulties of dividing grant money
between the two counties, the role
of SJBPH staff in supporting the
development of the new county
health departments and the po-
tential structure of the new de-
partments’ leadership, specifically
whether they would be led by the
BoCC or a separate board of health
in each county.

Bruss commented, “Just as a
citizen of Archuleta County, ... this
capacity issue is a real, really big
deal for me. I know there’s a lot
of problems and those have been
voiced over the years between the
two ... counties, but I think ... a
separation has its own challenges.
And, to me, I think those challenges
are going to be much bigger for
Archuleta County than they are for
La Plata County.”

BoH president Karin Daniels
began her comments on the situ-
ation by highlighting her concern
for the residents of both counties
before stating, “I think we should
split.”

She continued to highlight the
diversity of both counties and her
belief that Archuleta County would
be served “very well” by having its
own health department.

She also mentioned her concern
for SJBPH staff losing their jobs
due to the split and her confidence
that there would be no services lost
before the split occurred.

Official Heather Thomas, 1,165 bal-
lots were returned out of 10,431 bal-
lots sent out—an 11 percent return.

The district’s previous election,
held on May 5, 2020, as a polling
place election, saw 384 ballots
received out of 970 that were pro-
vided as in-person or absentee
ballots, according to an email from
Thomas.

According to an election time-
line and list of procedures provided
by Thomas, results will remain
unofficial until later this month.

May 11 is the last day to receive
Uniformed And Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act ballots.

Between May 12 and 17, the
Canvass Board will certify the of-
ficial abstract of the votes cast.

Between May 17 and 24, the new
board members will be sworn in
and will file the oath/affirmation
with the district court and Colo-
rado Department of Local Affairs.

Those elected will begin serving
on the board at the next regular
meeting, scheduled for May 24.

The terms are three years in-
stead of four because, a resolution
on the election previously adopted
by the board explains, Colorado
statute “was amended to change
election years to off-numbered
years (after the 2022 election) and
as such, the statute now mandates:
‘The terms of office of the Direc-
tors elected in the regular special
district elections held in 2020 and

Byrd then asked the board mem-
bers for their dispositions regard-
ing the potential split.

She mentioned these comments
would be turned into a report from
the BoH and that the contents of
the report would follow the major-
ity recommendation of the BoH
members.

Porter-Norton referenced that
the BoH already knew her position
and added that there would be an
“open and transparent” process in
La Plata County, including public
hearings, before a formal decision
was made. She also explained that,
at the April 27 La Plata county com-
missioner discussion time where
SJBPH had been discussed, she
and Commissioner Clyde Church
“were in very much affirmation
about this.”

Ledger expressed agreement
with Porter-Norton.

BoH treasurer Terryl Peterson
mentioned her concerns about
capacity in Archuleta County and
commented, “There’s always been
differences, but the last couple
years have been really awful. And,
I think, from the organizational
perspective, it’s been a horrid
distraction from serving the needs
that they’re supposed to be serving.
And thatdoesn't seem like it’s going
away and so I would say yes, I think
we have to pursue this ... separation
... it’s a very very difficult thing for
S0 many reasons.”

Ledger then commented that
the difference in COVID vaccina-
tion rates between the counties
was small before questioning, “But
where the hell are all these people?
The only ones that we ever hear
from are the naysayers. And I just
think that’s worth exploring by the
board over there.”

Ledger and Byrd then both com-
mented that these concerns about
vaccines are likely originating
from a “very small” group, with
Byrd adding, “But they’re being
validated by the Archuleta BoCC.”

Byrd noted that while she was
concerned about public health in
both communities, “I don’t think
this organization is going to be able
to deliver good public health if we
continue in this relationship.”

Bruss highlighted the diversity
of both communities before add-
ing, “I do think that, I'm really, re-
ally concerned, because ... where
there’s animosity and ... really emo-
tional feelings about things — and
I think politics has made it much,
much worse — I think operating
in a disunified environment ...
basically cripples everybody. And,
disunity is very destructive and
I think that we're facing that as a
hurdle ... Unfortunately, we're not
facing public health asahurdle. ... 1
think that, because of that disunity;,
maintaining the current relation-
ship is going to be very challenging.

2022 are for three years.”

PSMC and the board honored
the two retiring board members,
Greg Schulte and Karin Daniels, at
its meeting on April 26.

During that meeting, PSMC CEO
Dr. Rhonda Webb discussed the
district’s changes between 2014,
when Schulte joined the board, to
current, calling the changes “pretty
incredible.”

Webb outlined changes to the
facility, services offered, how long
and on what committees each
board member served and more,
noting at the end, “It’s just some-
thing, isn't it?”

From a personal standpoint, she
added, “I couldn’t have asked for a
better board.”

Following Webb’s presentation,
Schulte noted that none of those
things happened by themselves,
offering a thank you to those in-
volved.

“It’s been a wonderful experi-
ence for me,” he said.

“It has been such an honor be-
ing part of this organization,”
Daniels said, adding, “I'm proud
of Pagosa Springs Medical Center.”

“We're gonna miss you guys,”
board vice chair Matt Mees said,
with Cox adding, “Thanks, Greg.
Thanks, Karin. You guys rock.”

Board member Dr. Jim Pruitt
added that he appreciated the
outgoing board members’ efforts.

randi@pagosasun.com
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Idon’t know if there is a mechanism
to get back to a unified relationship.
Splitting has its own headaches
and it’s going to have some major
headaches.”

Bruss added he is concerned
about the citizens of Archuleta
County because no matter how
good intentions are, he believes
Archuleta County citizens will be
left at a disadvantage from a public
health standpoint “for many years.”

Porter-Norton then commented
that La Plata County would intend,
if the decision is made to split, to
begin the split by July 1, 2022.

She also explained that she de-
sired the split to be “seamless” and
not “conflictual,” and urged both
commissions to be transparent
about and “hear from everybody”
about the formation of a new pub-
lic health district.

She concluded by expressing her
confidence that both counties
could form effective public health
departments and stating that La
Plata County would work to “help
and be a resource” to Archuleta
County, with desire to not leave
Archuleta County citizens “high
and dry.”

Byrd then highlighted the BoH’s
pride in the SJBPH staff’s programs
and services and its “exemplary and
exhaustive” efforts in fighting the
COVID-19 pandemic.

She stated that she and Daniels
would be writing a report convey-
ing a recommendation from the
board that the two counties form
separate health districts.

Later in the day on April 28, The
SUN received the following state-
ment from the SJBPH BoH: “The
SJBPH Board of Health supports
La Plata and Archuleta County’s
efforts to evaluate how environ-
mental and public health services
are delivered to their constituents.
The Work Session today allowed
for a productive dialogue, and the
Board of Health will be summariz-
ing the discussion in a report it will
provide to both counties. The focus
of today’s meeting was whether
the partnership between the two
counties is still the best arrange-
ment for providing public health,
orifit’s in their interest to end their
dual-county partnership. In no way
does this reflect on the excellent
service that San Juan Basin Public
Health has provided across its en-
tire jurisdiction for many years, and
mostrecently during the COVID-19
pandemic. As the Board of Health,
we are extremely proud of their
high-quality service and ongoing
dedication to the communities
they serve. The staff of SJBPH will
continue to serve the needs of both
Archuleta and La Plata counties
while their respective Boards of
County Commissioners deter-
mine their next steps. SJBPH is a
mission-driven, transparent, and
fiscally sound local public health
agency and will be responsive to
the needs of both counties as they
work through this process.”

At the May 3 Archuleta County
BoCC work session, the board dis-
cussed the BoH meeting.

The discussion began with the
commissioners talking about the
result of the BoH work session,
with Schaaf and Commissioner
Ronnie Maez commenting that it
had seemed like a vote.

County Attorney Todd Weaver
clarified that a vote in a work ses-
sion would be illegal.

Maez then commented that the
county should “prepare either way,
whether this gets resolved or not
resolved.”

He mentioned he had spoken
with Porter-Norton and added, “I
think their impression is to say-
ing we don’t believe in their staff
or whatnot like that, and honestly
they do have a professional staff
that steps up to the plate when
it'sneeded, but sometimes, there’s
some needs that Archuleta County
citizens have different than oth-
ers.”

Schaaf commented, “I think it’s
unfortunate. I thought, and maybe
I was just operating blindly, I
thought we were on the way to ...
fixing some of the communica-
tion problems with San Juan Basin
Health and I thought they had gone
a fair ways in actually meeting
some of the requests we've had in

Power
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State and half from other sources,
and are thankful for the collabora-
tion to meet the unique needs of
our local communities,” said LPEA
CEO Jessica Matlock. “If approved
by FERC, this path would support
and evolve the generation and
transmission model, while deliver-
ing financial, environmental, social,
andresiliency and reliability benefits

the last three years. ... They got up-
set because we had a work session
and allowed our citizens to come
and tell us what they thought. And
so that was the proverbial straw
that broke the camel’s back.”

Commissioner Warren Brown
then raised concerns that Schaaf
had not been allowed to engage
in the meeting via Zoom despite
providing prior notice and reaching
out during the meeting to attempt
to correct the situation.

Brown added, “I'm concerned
that this is not just a coincidence
here. And I can tell you, being the
liaison for the initial investigative
committee, I've seen all of these
things as informational gathering
up and to the group that presented
last week.”

Brown then explained that he
had been contacted by a citizen
who wished to speak to the board,
something which he felt obligated
to allow, and stated that he thought
it was a “very good” meeting that
provided helpful information even
if he did not agree with all the per-
spectives.

Brown added that he appreci-
ates SJBPH giving updates at BoCC
work sessions, and that his inter-
est is accountability in terms of
how money is being spent to aid
Archuleta County residents.

“I don’t know how this origi-
nated, but I'm concerned that ...
there are other communities that
are suggesting how Archuleta
County should conduct our busi-
ness,” he said. “Personally, I don’t
believe Archuleta County in any
way is ready to leave San Juan Basin
Health and I've said that a number
of times. We are not. And, in fact,
that’s why I have made a concerted
effort to build the relationship,
repair, if there was something
broken, arelationship and commu-
nicate openly and honestly about
what our needs are ... and, if there
are issues, how do we fix it? Not
how do they fix it, how do we fix it?”

Brown then commented that he
felt the county has been handed an
“ultimatum” before reiterating that
Archuleta County is, in his opinion,
not ready to exit SJBPH.

Schaaf mentioned that the
county had conveyed to the BoH
that, since the county had not
made a decision to leave SJBPH,
the county did not need to make a
decision to stay and that the county
had expressed an interest in work-
ing on the relationship, although
this had been “lost in translation.”

Maez concluded by stating that
Porter-Norton had mentioned a
possibility of the Archuleta and La
Plata county commissioners meet-
ing to discuss the health district.
All three commissioners expressed
support for the idea.

In a later interview with The
SUN, Schaaf clarified that he had
contacted SJBPH Liaison Officer
Janet Wolf on Monday, April 25, to
indicate that he could not attend
the meeting in person due to a
family trip.

According to Schaaf, Wolf re-
sponded, “Thanks for letting me
know. Sorry we're not going to see
you there.”

Schaaf added that he received
an email from Daniels on Wednes-
day, which he opened on Friday,
which Schaaf described as stating,
“‘Sorry you're not going to be there
and you're welcome to attend or to
listen in,” like I wasn’t going to be
able to participate, which I didn’t
know in advance.”

Schaaf added that he had sent
Wolf a text during the meeting at-
tempting to rectify the problem.

Schaaf described her response
as, “She just wanted to know who
I was and I told her, ‘Well, this is
... Commissioner Schaaf,” and she
says, ‘Oh, I thought it was,’ and that
was the response. She didn’t say,
‘Oh, I'm working on it” or ‘We’re
intentionally not letting you ...
Anyway;, it was just a mess.”

Daniels states in a later email to
The SUN on the topic that “The
Board of Health agreed that this
work session would be in person
because, after two years of strictly
virtual meetings, we felt the need
for personal engagement and dis-
cussion - especially given the topic
at hand. The conversation about
the future of our multi-county

to LPEA. We hope for a positive out-
come from FERC, given the wide
level of support and the win-win
nature of the settlement.”

The settlement agreement re-
solves the level of the buy-down
payment that a partial requirements
member would pay to Tri-State, and
certain of the commercial terms
applicable to Tri-State utility mem-
bers that intend to become partial

health district is both foundational
and monumental and we felt it
critical that we have it in person.”

She adds, concerning her inten-
tions on whether Schaaf could
participate remotely, “My intention
all along was to have all participa-
tion be in person, so as to avoid the
distracting and disjointed effect
that Zoom can sometimes bring.
Because the work session was
conceived with the hope that we
would build board cohesiveness,
it felt really important to keep the
conversation in the room.”

She also states, in response to a
question about what she believed
Schaaf’s understanding of the
remote participation availability
was, “While I tried to be very clear
that this work session would only
allow for in-person participation
for board members, I may have
not adequately conveyed that are-
mote participation option was not
available. Our goal was to provide
a Zoom option so that members
of the public could observe the
work session, but we had said from
the outset that there would be no
public comment or input for this
meeting.”

Atthe May 3 BoCCregular meet-
ing, several members of the public
addressed the situation with the
health district, including a state-
ment from the Archuleta County
Democratic Party whichisincluded
in the Letters to Editor section of
this week’s SUN.

The commenters broadly sup-
ported the county remaining in
SJBPH and raised concerns about
a potential split, including ques-
tioning whether a new department
could provide the state-mandated
services of a health department
and if creating a new department
would result in tax increases.

In response to the comments,
Maez stated, “The health thing is
going to be ongoing. And we're go-
ing to take into the best interests
of people of Archuleta County and
what’s going to better serve them
and how they’re gonna serve them.
There are statutory requirements
that are required to go along with
this and we will follow that. ... No-
body’s made a decision yet. These
commissioners haven't, La Plata
County commissioners haven't. So,
... things can be rectified, possibly
or through further communica-
tion it can be ironed out. We don't
know that. But, until then, before
anybody really comes to any big
conclusion, we're working on it.”

Schaaf then stated, “I think it’s
important that people know that
that’s exactly what we've been try-
ing to do is work on the relationship
with the current San Juan Basin
Public Health and our county and
make it better. This whole ... they
were jumping off ship didn't come
from this board of county com-
missioners. ... We entertained a
group of people who wanted their
thoughts and concerns heard last
week and it kinda snowballed from
there. So, I think this board has
tried to do what’s best for the citi-
zens and hopefully we'll continue
to do so.”

Brown added, “There’s been no
decision to leave San Juan Basin
Health, period, at any time. The
information that was sought from
the investigative ... committee was
informational. I was the liaison to
that group between the commis-
sioners and I specifically asked
them to find information out so we
would have the best information
to make any decision that would
come our way. I can tell you, it’s not
my inclination to leave San Juan
Basin Health, because, frankly, our
county can't afford it. Is it a poten-
tial eventuality? Yes, it is. But every-
thing’s on the table all the time and
nothing is for sure and nothing is
constant. And I think that we need
to be vigilant and I think we need
to make sure that we are checking
what services are ... available and
make sure that we're doing what’s
best for our citizens. And that’s the
end. This business that came about
last week, I think it’s unfortunate,
but I think it’s nothing that can’t
be resolved and I would like to see
us go aboutitin a professional and
meaningful way to bring the best
resolution for us.”

josh@pagosasun.com

requirements utility members. Spe-
cific buy-down payments will not
be disclosed until the settlement is
approved by FERC. Regarding trans-
mission services, partial require-
ments utility members will con-
tinue to purchase full-requirements
transmission service from Tri-State
and will agree on how third-party
resources will be delivered into Tri-
State’s transmission system.



Thursday, May 5, 2022 — The Pagosa Springs SUN — A9

A

Business

Local job fairs slated for May 6-7

By Mary Jo Coulehan
Pagosa Springs Area
Chamber of Commerce

The Chamber of Commerce has again part-
nered with Pagosa Springs High School to hosta
youth job fair on Friday, May 6. Local businesses
can attend and recruit for summer employment,
intern programs or even longer-term employ-
ment opportunities for those students graduat-
ing from high school.

Due to COVID circumstances, the job fair has
not been held for several years, so the Chamber
is excited to get back into helping our businesses
recruit workforce. This is a good opportunity for
our youth to look for employment opportuni-
ties in one location. It is recommended that
you bring several people to the job fair so that
one person can speak with interested students
and one person can help students fill out job
applications, schedule future interviews or just

be on hand to answer questions about your
business.

There will be several businesses on hand that
are looking to recruit students for longer-term
employment opportunities. Their businesses
want to round out their staffing levels and are
willing to train and work with students.

Parents, please pass on the information re-
garding this hiring fair to your children. While
the word is getting out around school, please
make sure they know of this job fair and come
prepared to look at a variety of workforce op-
tions for the summer and longer term.

For our business community, if you are in-
terested in having a presence at the Youth Job
Fair, please contact the Chamber at (970) 264-
2360 to reserve your place.

Businesses can begin their setup at 1 p.m.
and the job fair will begin around 1:45 p.m. when
the students are released from classes. The job
fair will go until about 2:45 p.m. or until all the

students have been accommodated.

Students and parents, don’t have your child
miss this Youth Job Fair on May 6 at the high
school and get hired now for the summer.

Another hiring opportunity is the Archuleta
County Job Fair being held on Saturday, May 7.
This event is tailored more to the adult popula-
tion. It will be held at the CSU county Extension
building at 344 U.S. 84 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Archuleta County employment opportunities
and those with other major community em-
ployers will be highlighted. At this time, there
are no more openings for employers to attend;
however, there is a good representation of busi-
nesses to seek employment at and the fair is
open to the public.

We hope that our business community
takes advantage of these job fair opportuni-
ties, as well as the public and youth attend-
ing to seek employment opportunities in our
community.
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County discusses short-term rental regulations,
water district denies data request

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At its April 14 meeting, the
Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation
District (PAWSD) Board of Direc-
tors voted 3-2 to deny Archuleta
County’s request for comparative
information on water use by short-
term rental properties (STRs) and
nearby properties that are not used
as STRs.

As County Development Direc-
tor Pamela Flowers explained at
the meeting, the data was being
requested in aggregate, to protect
customer privacy, and would have
compared 51 STR properties to 51
nearby homes without STRs.

The requested data was for 2021
and, as explained by Flowers,
would have been used to deter-
mine whether STRs had a dispro-
portionate impact on water use
and the wastewater system com-
pared to similar properties.

Flowers also mentioned that the
county would be willing to reim-
burse PAWSD for the time spent
aggregating this data.

The request was part of the
county’s broader attempts to de-
termine the infrastructure costs of
STRs, as discussed at the April 19
Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners (BoCC) work ses-
sion.

At the April 14 meeting, PAWSD
board vice president Blake Brueck-
ner and board secretary Gordon
Mclver expressed opposition to
the request, citing its potential to
infringe on residents’ liberty to use
their properties as they see fit.

PAWSD board chair/president
Jim Smith questioned whether the
data collected would be represen-
tative.

In response to these concerns,
Flowers explained that the data was
intended to provide initial valida-
tion for or to disprove the theory

that STRs use greater amounts of
water and thus is not necessarily
representative.

She also emphasized that the
aggregation of the data would
be done to protect the privacy of
customers and that the informa-
tion is not intended to provide
the basis for additional fees and
restrictions on STRs, as the county
likely intended to use bonuses and
incentives to encourage long-term
rentals.

PAWSD board treasurer Glenn
Walsh and board member Paul
Hansen expressed support for the
data request, explaining that they
did not feel the requested data
violates personal liberties or pri-
vacy and that it could be valuable
to both the county and PAWSD in
determining the impact of STRs.

The motion to provide the data
failed, with Walsh and Hansen vot-
ing in favor, and Smith, Brueckner
and Mclver voting against.

Later, at the BoCC work session
on April 19, Flowers and the board
discussed the impact of STRs and
potential measures to regulate
them.

Flowers began the discussion by
highlighting that in June of 2021,
when she briefed the BoCC, the
county had 627 active STRs, 23
percent of which were owned by
Archuleta County residents.

However, Flowers explained
that, at present, the county con-
tains 756 active STRs, 11 percent
of which are owned by residents.

Flowers added that only 14 STRs
in the county are owned by people
who own multiple STRs in the
county.

Flowers highlighted that she had
researched STR policies and pro-
cedures in other communities,
through discussions with staff and
planners.

She also mentioned that she
wants STR regulations to adhere

to the priorities presented in the
Archuleta County community plan
so as toreflect the voices of citizens.

Flowers then discussed ele-
ments of the plan relevant to STRs,
including language focused on
encouraging water conservation;
preserving the rural, quiet, small-
town atmosphere of the county;
the need for housing available at a
range of price points; the need to
protect and maintain county infra-
structure; and the need for county
policies to support a high quality of
life for citizens in Archuleta County:.

During this discussion, Flowers
suggested the possibility of creat-
ing incentives to encourage water
conservation in STRs and the po-
tential for requiring noise detectors
in STRs to help validate and enforce
noise complaints.

She also referenced PAWSD’s
rejection of the county’s data
request and indicated that she
likely intended to pursue a Colo-
rado Open Records Act (CORA)
approach to obtain the data.

Flowers concluded by highlight-
ing four guiding priorities for new
STR policies, including supporting
tourism, protecting public resourc-
es and infrastructure, maintaining
the small town rural quality of life
for county residents, and moving
the needle regarding the avail-
ability of workforce housing in the
county.

Commissioners Warren Brown
and Alvin Schaaf both endorsed
the approach, highlighting that it
is based on community goals and
empirical data, while Commis-
sioner Ronnie Maez highlighted
the importance of retaining local
residents.

Flowers suggested that the new
STR regulations should be con-
tained in an ordinance instead of
in land-use regulations to allow
for more efficient enforcement of
policies.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS £&

Call today: 970.264.2104

We accept Medicaid, Medicare, CHP*
and most private insurance. We
also offer a sliding-fee scale. Call
today to schedule your appointment.

AXISHealth System

Archuleta Integrated Healthcare

Flowers also mentioned that she
wanted to have the option to tem-
porarily remove the ability of an
STR owner to apply for a permit
following a violation where their
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c Primary care provider Jeanne Marotta, FNP

love the communication.”



A10 — The Pagosa Springs SUN — Thursday, May 5, 2022

Health district board moves closer to property purchase

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

At its meeting on April 26, the
Upper San Juan Health Service
District Board of Directors, which
oversees Pagosa Springs Medical
Center (PSMC), took another step
forward with the possible purchase
of property located at 75. S. Pagosa
Blvd.

The board previously held two
special meetings, on March 31 and
April 11, where it met in executive
session to discuss the property,
which is owned by James Pruitt
Properties LLC and is adjacent to
the property where PSMC sits.

Following the April 11 executive
session, the board approved areso-
lution which extends “authority for
the CEO with the support of the
Board Executive Committee (Chair
and Vice Chair) to negotiate an of-
fer to purchase the real property
and building owned by James Pruitt
Properties LLClocated at 75 Pagosa
Blvd., Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 so
long as such contract offer includes
rights of USJHSD to terminate such

Regulations
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permit was revoked.

Flowers explained that, cur-
rently, there are minimal mecha-
nisms for impactfully punishing
violations of STR regulations as
permits that are rescinded can be
immediately reapplied for.

She requested the ability to pre-
vent applications for a year to make
violations more impactful.

Brown objected to this time
period, citing it as being too puni-
tive, and Flowers suggested that the
period could be up to a year to give
the BoCC latitude.

Flowers discussed the difficulty
of using zoning districts or dis-
tance-based caps on STRs in the
county given rentals are distributed
across the county and at variable
distances depending on the size of
the parcels involved.

contract for appraisal, survey, title
and/or inspection issues.”

The board held another execu-
tive session during its April 26
meeting.

Following that executive ses-
sion, the board approved another
resolution, Resolution 2022-13,
which states who will negotiate the
possible purchase for the district.

Prior to the vote to approve the
resolution, Chief Administrative
Officer Ann Bruzzese, who also
serves as PSMC’s attorney, ex-
plained that the board chair, vice
chair and PSMC CEO — Greg
Schulte, Matt Mees and Dr. Rhonda
Webb, respectively — would nego-
tiate based on the parameters set.
After the May 3 election, the vice
chair, treasurer and CEO — Mees,
Mark Zeigler and Webb — will
negotiate.

Schulte noted that the change
after the election is because he
would be termed out on May 3,
while the new officers won't be de-
termined until later in the month.
(For more information on the elec-
tion, see related article.)

She also recommended that
STRs be limited to one per parcel
and mentioned the possibility of
incentives to encourage local own-
ership of STRs.

Flowers then discussed the con-
cept of requiring nonresident STR
owners to provide a long-term
housing unit for every STR they
own.

She mentioned that these long-
term rentals could be built on the
same property as the STR using
density bonuses or on another
property, with the transfer of devel-
opment rights being used to allow
an STR owner to build a long-term
rental on a property they do not
own with the cooperation of the
owner.

Flowers also proposed altering
the occupancy rules for STRs from
the current rule of two guests per

According to the resolution, the
district submitted a letter of inter-
est to the real estate agent for the
seller of the property on April 19.

Pruitt, who also sits on the
board, recused himself from the
portion of the executive session on
the topic on April 26, as well as the
decision to adopt the resolution
and to approve the consent agenda,
which included the approval of
the minutes from the March 31
and April 11 meetings. He did not
attend the March 31 meeting and
recused himself from matters per-
taining to the property on April 11.

The real estate matter was one
of four topics the board discussed
in executive session on April 26.
The other announced topics in-
clude legal compliance, CEO con-
tract and litigation.

Other decisions made following
the executive session included
approval of resolutions relating to
PSMC'’s paid time off plan and poli-
cies, long-term disability insurance
for employees and the continua-
tion of PSMC’s trauma program.

Webb explained that the resolu-

bedroom plus two per dwelling to
a rule based strictly on bedroom
capacity.

Flowers concluded the discus-
sion by proposing that she present
multiple sets of options for the
commissioners to comment on
before she drafts official language
for the new regulations.

She and Maez both highlighted
that these regulations were re-
quested by the BoCC and done
under their direction and did not
represent Flowers’ personal views
or objectives.

Brown concluded the discus-
sion by requesting that Flowers’
presentation of options also in-
clude information on enforcement
actions and success rates, and fees
brought in by STR permitting in
the county.
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By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The cause of a fire that burned
3.7 acres last week remains under
investigation.

The fire was reported on April
29 in the area of Devil Mountain
and Forest Service Road 626 and
was contained that evening at
3.7 acres, according to Archuleta
County Undersheriff Mike Le
Roux and the Pagosa Fire Protec-
tion District (PFPD).

Devil Mountain fire burns 3.7 acres

On Tuesday, Bureau of Indian
Affairs Fire Management Officer
Rich Gustafson explained that
the fire remains controlled and
would be called in a few days
“once these winds go through.”

He noted the fire had not
shown smoke for the last few days.

Gustafson noted the cause of
the fire is under investigation
and an official determination is
pending, but added “it looks like
it's human-caused.”

He explained there was no

lightning in that area from the
previous storm and there are
“factors” that make it look like it
could be human-caused.

Gustafson and Le Roux noted
the BIA, U.S. Forest Service,
Pagosa Fire Protection District
(PFPD), Archuleta County Road
and Bridge and Archuleta County
Sheriff’s Office responded.

As of Tuesday, the PFPD and
San Juan National Forest listed fire
danger for the area as moderate.

randi@pagosasun.com

Firewood cutting permits now available

By Scott Owen
Forest Service

The San Juan National Forest is
now selling permits to cut fire-
wood.

Specific agency offices will offer
permits for sale, utilizing estab-
lished protocols and times listed
below. A minimum purchase of $20
allows the permit holder to gather
two and a half cords of dead and
downed firewood from the San
Juan National Forest for personal
use.

Permits are divided into five
separate tags; each tag is good for
one-half cord of firewood and can
be used separately or all at one
time. One household may purchase
a permit for up to 10 cords of fire-
wood per year for personal use. A
cord is measured as a stack 4 feet by
4 feet by 8 feet. Restrictions apply
to cutting standing dead ponderosa
pine and live Gambel oak. Cutting
firewood for commercial resale

requires a commercial permit. Per-
mits are valid until Dec. 31.

Chain saws must have an ap-
proved spark arrester and it is
recommended operators carry
an ax or shovel. Fire restrictions
may be put in place during the
summer; it is the permit holder’s
responsibility to adhere to any
additional posted fire restrictions.
Permit holders are expected to
abide by all regulations written on
their permit. More information on
firewood gathering regulations is
available on the Forest Products
Permits Web page: https://www.
fs.usda.gov/main/sanjuan/passes-
permits/forestproducts.

Individuals can purchase per-
mits at Pagosa Ranger District, 180
Pagosa St., Pagosa Springs, 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Service will be provided through
the first window to the right of the
office front door. The office lobby
will not be open. Only one cus-
tomer will be served at a time and

priority given to issuing permits
and responding to requests that
can be addressed quickly rather
than providing detailed trip
planning.

For information on the San
Juan National Forest, call (970)
247-4874.
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{N}POWER® SPECIAL OFFER

Celebrate Mothers Day with a

3 oz. Organic Chocolate Bar

AMAZING DEALS ON GIFTS MOM WILL LOVE

tion approving the continuation of
the trauma program allows PSMC
to keep orthopedic and other sur-
gical cases here. PSMC currently
holds a Level IV certification.

Earlier in the meeting, the board
also heard a financial report from
Chief Financial Officer Chelle
Keplinger, who outlined that
PSMC’s bottom line for March was
aloss of $92,064.

Keplinger informed the board
that PSMC’s gross revenue for
March totaled $5,967,485 and its
net revenue totaled $2,698,764.
Grants, the 340B program (a fed-
eral drug-pricing program) and tax
revenue totaled $631,626. Expenses
for the month totaled $3,422,454.

A written report from the Fi-
nance Committee states, “Histori-
cally PSMC has a negative bottom
line until May or June each year.
PSMC’s net income loss for March
was $92,064 a slightly lower loss
than budgeted.”

randi@pagosasun.com
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You are invited to Stop & Pray
Thursday, May 5

9am-7pm
We will have the church open and prayer stations
set up to guide you through a personal time of
prayer for our nation. Come at any time and stay as
long or short a time as you want.

209 Harman Park Drive
970-731-3120
www.pagosabiblechurch.org
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No insurance?
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v 5% off all other treatments (some
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exclusions may apply)
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first month

v $99 Lifetime Activation Fee includes
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308 Pagosa Street
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Photo courtesy Stacey Barker

Sienna Rose clears a hurdle while racing in the girls’ 300-meter hurdles
at the April 30 Centauri Invitational in La Jara. Rose placed eighth in the

event with a time of 57.13 seconds.

Photo courtesy Stacey Barker

Kameron Winkler passes the baton to Tommy Barker during a relay at
the Centauri Invitational in La Jara on April 30. The boys’ 4x100- and
4x200-meter relay teams, on which Winkler and Barker both competed,

finished fifth and third, respectively.

Six Pirates take all-conference honors at Centauri meet

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate track and field team found
success at the Centauri Invitational
league meet on April 30 in La Jara
amid broader concerns about state
placements.

The girls’ team placed second at
the meet with 86 points, behind
Alamosa at 189 points, while the
boys’ team placed fourth with a
score of 53 points, behind Monte-
zuma-Cortez at 59, Centauri at 114
and Alamosa at 142.

Coach Connie O’'Donnell com-
mented that the meet, “went re-
ally well because the weather was
finally nice. We finally didn’t have
any wind problems, which was
strange for where it was. ... So, it
was nice on that, but, we are get-
ting towards the end of our season
and even though we may have
dropped in time a little bit or won
some events ...  guess I'm a little bit
concerned because I felt we would
drop time more.”

The girls’ 4x100-meter relay
team — Lexie Valdez, Annabelle
Parker, Reece Peterson and Rylie
Carr — placed second with a time
of 53.20 seconds, while the girls’
4x200-meter relay team — Valdez,

Carr, Sienna Rose and Peterson —
placed first with a time of 1 minute,
52.20 seconds.

The girls’ 800-meter sprint med-
ley relay team — Valdez, Parker,
Rose and Peterson — finished sec-
ond with a time of 1:59.02.

The girls’ 4x400-meter relay
team — Annie O’Donnell, Carr,
Nell Taylor and Peterson — placed
second with a time of 4:42.29.

Connie O’'Donnell commented,
“In the 4x400, ... we were really ex-
cited about because we thought we
would be able to get a good time ...
in thatrace. We ended up dropping
the baton, which didn't disqualify
us, but I think the dropping of the
baton ... it was between the first
and second runner and I feel like
it kind of got in everybody’s head
where they thought the race didn’t
count anymore and so they didn’t
run very hard. And so, it was really
frustrating because everybody felt
we could run a really good race, but
it just wasn’t.”

The girls’ 4x800-meter relay
team — Amber Calabaza, Olivia
Hodges, Kyla Coiner and Honestye
Sweet — placed fourth with a time
of 13:15.93.

The coach said, on the subject
of the girls’ relays in general, “We
haven't dropped in time in quite a

while ... and so we're still in the top
18 in the 4x100, the 4x200 and the
sprint medley ... but, every week we
slide a little bit ... further down. So,
we really have to run some good
races in Grand Junction to get those
times back in.”

The boys’ 4x100-meter relay
team — Gavin Lindahl, Kameron
Winkler, Tommy Barker and Samu-
el Kinsley — placed fifth with a time
of 48.18. The boys’ 4x200-meter
relay team — Lindahl, Winkler,
Barker and Kinsley — placed third
with atime of 1:37.11, and the boys’
4x400-meter relay team — Miles
Baker, Jacob Miller, Harley Armijo
and David Morehouse — placed
fifth with a time of 4:08.89.

Carr and Parker placed first and
fourth in the girls’ 100-meter dash
with times of 13.57 and 14.24, re-
spectively.

Kinsley placed fourth in the
boys’ 100-meter dash and second
in the boys’ 200-meter dash with
times of 11.69 and 23.68 in the
respective events.

Annie O’Donnell finished third
in the girls’ 400-meter dash with a
time of 1:04.30.

“The finish was so close,” the
coach stated, “Even though the
three top times were different ... it
was, just standing there in live, it
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Need a Primary Provider?

Our PSMC Primary Care team is here
to keep you and your family well.

e Infant to Senior Care
e Urgent Walk-Ins

e Chronic Care

¢ \Women's Health

e Onsite lab and radiology services

Call today to schedule your safe, in-person visit.

) Primary Care You Deserve, In the Mountains You Love
\Medlcal Center | 970.731.3700195 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org | i )

was ... just oneright after the other.
It was very close. And I actually feel
like Annie, if she had about 5 more
meters, would've passed both of
them. But she just started her kick
a little bit too late.”

BreckWilson finished firstin the
boys’ 110-meter hurdles with a
time of 17.10.

“He was trying to get into the
16,” Connie O’'Donnell explained,

MW See Track A12
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Lady Pirate Elizabeth Currier takes a shot around Ignacio defenders during the Pirates’ win against the Ignacio
Bobcats Saturday at Golden Peaks Stadium. Currier scored on the play to give the team a 1-0 lead.

Track

B Continued from A11

“and just barely missed it with a
17.1, so we're hoping to break that
barrier this weekend. I think he’s
sitting 18th right now, so ifhe could
get into the 16s, that would make
him alittle bit more secure at state.”

Barker finished fourth in the
boys’ 300-meter hurdles with a
time of 44.56.

“He got out so fast,” the coach
said. “Most hurdle races are all
about your first two hurdles and
what happens, and he did such a
good job out of the block and he
went over those hurdles so fast
that you just kind of knew it was a
different race and it was going to
be a good race. And he stuttered a
little bit on the home stretch ... but
the fact that he pushed himself to
get out faster is I think what made
a huge difference for him.”

Jordan Lindstrom finished sec-
ond in both the girls’ high jump and
the girls’ triple jump with a height
of 4 feet 10 inches and a distance of
31-1, respectively.

“She’s seeded pretty well for

state now,” the coach stated.

Kylie Ketchum finished fourth
in the girls’ long jump with a dis-
tance of 13-11.

Connie O’'Donnell explained
that Ketchum’s performance at the
meet is her season best, supersed-
ing a previous season best perfor-
mance at a junior varsity meet in
Centauri last week.

Wilson finished fifth in the boys’
triple jump with a distance of 36-11.

Wil Aucoin finished first in the
boys’ discus with a season-best
throw of 129-10. He also finished
second in the boys’ shot put with a
distance of 39-9.

“Wil threw a great discus,” the
coach commented, “He’s in the top
10 in both shot and discus now, so
that was a really impressive season
best.”

From the meet as a whole, six
Pirates, including Carr, Rose, Pe-
terson, Valdez, Wilson and Aucoin,
took all-conference honors by tak-
ing first place in their respective
events.

The Pirates’ next meet will be

REcReATION NEWS

their sole home meet of the sea-
son — the Terry Alley Invitational
— on Saturday, May 7, beginning
at9 a.m. at Golden Peaks Stadium.
The coach commented, “It’s
always really nice just to have a
home meet ... in front of your fans,
in front of Pagosa people. They ...
only get to do that once a year. ...
Almost every other sport has sev-
eral home events. ... It's important
to be able to do. It’s a pretty small
meet. Most of people are choosing
to go to Pueblo, just because it’s
lower elevation and that makes
sense this time of year. But, we
don’t want to give up letting our
kids run at home. So, anyway, we're
looking forward to it. We have a ton
of volunteers from the school dis-
trict but also from the community
coming to help run events for us
.. and, so, it’s a lot of community
involvement and ... it always turns
out great. Like, it’s a little bit stress-
ful leading up to it and trying to
prepare for it, but things always
seem to fall in place.”
Jjosh@pagosasun.com

Youth baseball to begin play in mid-May

By Breezy Bryant
and Trevor Gian
Town of Pagosa Springs
Parks and Recreation

The Recreation Department is
opening youth baseball registra-
tion for ages 6-12 years (not a
traveling league). The deadline to
register will be May 6.

The registration fee is $40 for
first child and $20 for a second
child in same household.

Online registration will be avail-
able through the town’s website or
you can fill out a registration form
at the Ross Aragon Community
Center.

Play will begin middle of May
and run through June.

The Recreation Department is
now accepting registration for

Memorial
weekend golf
tournament
registration
open

By Ted Eckerson

Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta County

We have openings for players for
the Saturday, May 28, Veterans for
Veterans Golf Tournament. We ex-
pect to sell out by May 20.

You may send financial support
toV4V of Archuleta County, PO. Box
5331, Pagosa Springs CO 81147, or
call Ted Eckerson at (970) 238-6323.

For tee times and registration,
contact Pagosa Springs Golf Club,
(970) 731-4755.

Veterans for Veterans is where all
are volunteers and our goal is to
serve veterans in southwest Colo-
rado.

adult coed and men’s softball.

The team registration fee is
$250. The deadline to register a
team is May 27.

There is no online registration
option. Stop by the Community
Center to fill out a form.

Season play will start around the
beginning of June and run through

July. The schedule depends on how
many teams register.

Please call the Recreation De-
partment with any questions, (970)
264-4151, ext. 232 or 233.

The Recreation Department is
looking for adult softball officials.
Please contact the office for more
information.

Favorite subject: English

Comments from coach Sabra
Miller: “Over the course of the track
season, Wil has worked to improve
his throwing technique. Having
already qualified for shot put, he
hasbeen puttingin alot of workin
practice to qualify for discus. This
past weekend, he not only quali-
fied and is now the Intermountain
League Champion, but beat his
personal best by almost 12 feet.
He continues to lead by example,

Triple Impact
Student-Athlete
of the Week

Wil Aucoin
Football, wrestling, track

in his work ethic and results, never
satisfied with the status quo as an
incredibly coachable athlete. One
important attribute of Wil as an
athlete is how he treats his fellow
competitors. Even in the middle of
competition he supports his com-
petitors, celebrates their achieve-
ments and cheers them on. In
return, his competitors are happy
for him when he succeeds because
of how he always demonstrates
great sportsmanship.”

HUD
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9275.
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with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
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Lady Pirates go 1-1 over week

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Lady Pirate soccer team competed
in two matches over the past week,
losing the first against Crested Butte
and winning the second against
Ignacio.

On Friday, April 29, the Pirates
traveled to Gunnison to face off
against the Crested Butte Titans,
who are currently ranked 10th in the
state’s 2A division.

The Pirates were able to strike first
in the match, but ultimately went on
to lose by a score of 3-1.

“Itwas a cool game,” coach Lind-
sey Kurt-Mason said, explaining that
wind was also a factor with 40 mph
gusts rolling through the area.

The Pirates broke the deadlockin
the 28th minute with a goal from
Lauren Monterroso assisted by Had-
ley Keegan, Kurt-Mason explained.

He noted that Keegan was able to
pass the ball through a seam in the
Titans’ defense for Monterroso to
run onto, and she then took three
touches to beat the defenders and
scored from about 12 yards out.

Kurt-Mason mentioned the team
is “starting to understand how seams
are made.”

However, the Pirates were “still
not having enough shots on goal,”
Kurt-Mason added, explaining that
the Titans were able to tie the game
just two minutes later.

The first half ended tied at 1-1.

“It was really close,” Kurt-Mason
said.

Kurt-Mason also spoke about the
Pirates’ effort, especially on defense,
noting, “Our girls were really busting
to get the ball away; everybody was
coming back.”

The Titans were able to snag a
second goal in the 63rd minute with
a shot that beat Pirate goalkeeper
Trista Tully from about 20 yards out.

Tully ended up making 26 saves
on the day.

Kurt-Mason noted the shot was
deflected a few times inside the box
before going in.

In the 75th minute, the Titans

scored again in a similar situation,
with the ball being rebounded and
deflected in the Pirates’ penalty box
multiple times before being tapped
in.

Kurt-Mason noted, “You got to
give credit to following shots and
keeping pressure.”

He explained that “nobody was
down” after the game and that
“we did our job, for the most part,
through the whole game.”

He spoke about how the team
showed some good signs of progress
in the match with making the right
decisions, right passes and getting
back on defense.

Kurt-Mason pointed out it was “a
step in the right direction.”

The next day, on Saturday, April
30, the Pirates hosted the Ignacio
Bobcats at Golden Peaks Stadium in
a match that saw the Pirates win by
ascore of 4-2.

Kurt-Mason mentioned that,
despite the score line, “it was a really
good show for us,” explaining that
the Pirates were “making the right
moves and doing the right thing,” es-
peciallywhen transitioning between
offense and defense.

The Pirates opened the scoring in
the 11th minute with a goal from
Elizabeth Currier, who beat the
Bobcats' goal keeperin aone-on-one
scenario, Kurt-Mason explained.

“She dribbled through three play-
ers,” he added.

The next goal for the Pirates came
in the 28th minute, scored by Nika
Hinger, who was assisted by Sofia
Haymaker.

Kurt-Mason explained that Hay-
maker played a through pass to

Hinger on the outside.

“Nika has a great cross,” he said,
noting it has “a lot of power” and
explaining that Hinger was able to
score from the edge of the box.

He also spoke about Hinger’s
defensive abilities and how she can
make long, overlapping runs on the
outside to getinvolved in the attack.

Currier snagged her second goal
of the game early in the second half
in the 47th minute with help from
a “wind-assisted Trista Tully kick,”
Kurt-Mason said.

He explained that the Pirates have
been working on attacking quickly
from the back and that Tully punted
the ball over the Bobcats’ backline, it
bounced once, and Currier was able
to run on to it and beat the Bobcats’
keeper to bring the score to 3-0.

Currier leads the team in scoring
this season with 10 total goals.

In the 56th minute, Kori Lucero
scored her first goal of the season to
put the Pirates up 4-0.

Kurt-Mason explained that this is
Lucero’s first season playing soccer
and that he wanted her to take at
least two shots on goal during the
game.

Currier played a short pass
through the middle of the Bobcats’
defense for Lucero to take two
touches before shooting.

“No problem, in,” Kurt-Mason
said. “It was like tasting fresh blood;
she was really aggressive after that,
taking more shots — really cool to
see.”

Kurt-Mason went on to explain
that more subs came on for the Pi-
rates after they went up 4-0.

W See Soccer A13
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\ next to Restoration Church, behind City Market

Prices start
at $25%
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BASEBALL

Pirates pick up extra-inning win over Panthers

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate baseball team snapped its
losing streak on Saturday, picking
up an extra-inning win and split-
ting the day’s doubleheader with the
Montezuma-Cortez Panthers.

Coach Nathan Morales called the
doubleheader a “good showing” for
the team.

The back-and-forth first half of
the doubleheader resulted in a 9-8
win for the Pirates.

The Pirates took a two-runlead in
the top of the second inning, when
Chris Young-Martinez reached on
an error and scored on a line-drive
double by Seth Aucoin. Aucoin later
came around to score on a line-drive
double by Hunter Pouyer.

The team added another run in

Soccer —

M Continued from A12

In the 65th minute, the Bobcats’
were able to pull one goal back, capi-
talizing on a mistake in the Pirates’
defense.

Kurt-Mason explained that there
was “a missed kick in the back” and
a Bobcat attacker was able to jump
on the ball and beat Tully in a one-
on-one scenario.

The game ended with the Pirates
winning 4-2.

“Thereis hope,” Kurt-Mason said,
explaining that the Pirates have
made a lot of progress from the be-
ginning of the season and are “start-
ing to do the right things.”

He noted that they've been able
to keep their shape better and transi-
tion from defensive to offense more
effectively, along with connecting
the right passes to generate attacks.

The Pirates will play their last
regular game of the season, today;,
May 5, at home at Golden Peaks
Stadium against the Alamosa Mean
Moose at4 p.m.

This will be the second meeting
between the two teams this season.
The Mean Moose won the first meet-
ing by a score of 5-1 in Alamosa.

clayton@pagosasun.com

the top of the third when Triston
Iguchi, who walked and stole sec-
ond, scored on a single by Young-
Martinez.

The Panthers had a three-run
bottom of the third to tie the game,
and took a 5-3lead with another two
runs in the fourth.

The Pirates reclaimed the lead in
the top of the fifth, bringing around
three runs.

In the inning, Rhead Kay walked,
advanced on a single by Iguchi and
scored on a line-drive single by Billy
Cotts. Iguchi then scored on a single
by Young-Martinez, and Cotts scored
on a ground out by Jaden Tuggle-
Reed.

Montezuma-Cortez, however,
countered with two runs in the bot-
tom of the inning to go up 7-6.

Neither team scored in the sixth.

Pagosa picked up two runs in the
top of the seventh. The first run of the
inning came around when Iguchi,
who had singled and advanced on
a single by Cotts and a ground out
by Young-Martinez, ultimately stole
home. Cotts stole third on the same
play, and came around to score on a
passed ball.

The Panthers picked up another
runin the bottom of the inning, tying
the game and sending it into extras.

With two outs in the top of the
eighth, Kaywalked, advanced to sec-
ond on a balk by the Panther pitcher,
stole third and scored on a ground
ball single by Cotts.

The Pirates were able to hold the
Panthers scoreless in the bottom of
the inning to win 9-8.

Pagosa scored nine runs (seven
earned) on 11 hits and seven walks.
Pirate batters struck out seven times.

Cotts led the Pirates with three
hits. He also logged two RBIs and
scored twice.

Pouyer, Iguchi and Young-Marti-
nez each had two hits. Pouyer also
had an RBI, and Iguchi scored three
runs. Young-Martinez picked up two
RBIs and a run scored.

Aucoin and Derek Carter each
had one hit, with Aucoin also notch-
ing an RBI and a run scored.

Kay, who walked three times,
scored two runs in the game, and
Tuggle-Reed picked up an RBL

The Pirates tallied nine stolen
bases, including four by Iguchi.

The Pirates left nine on base.

Kay pitched the bulk of the game
for Pagosa, with Pouyer also pitch-
ing. The pair combined to allow eight
runs (three earned) on nine hits and
five walks while striking out five.

Each team committed three er-
rors in the game.

The second half of the double-
header was a different story, with
Pagosa going scoreless and tallying
only four hits.

The Panthers, meanwhile, scored
four in the second, one in the third
and one in the sixth to win 6-0.

Kaison Clifford, Cotts, Kay and
Tuggle-Reed each logged a hit. The
Pirates walked twice, stole two bases
and struck out 10 times.

Aaron Aucoin and Clifford took
the mound for the Pirates, combin-
ing to allow six runs (four earned)
on eight hits and three walks while
striking out five.

Pagosa committed four errors
and Montezuma-Cortez logged one.

“It was good to finish strong ... in
that first game, and that second
game we had one bad inning,” Mo-
rales said. That inning led to several
Panther runs. “We had runners in
scoring position three times and
weren't able to get ‘em in to score, ...
so we had a shot. I know the score
doesn’t seem like that, but we did. We
were in it. We were in both games the
whole time, so it was a good showing
for the Pirate baseball team.”

On Tuesday, the Pirates traveled
to Durango to take on the 4A De-
mons, but returned home with a
4-2loss.

The Pirates jumped to an early 2-0
lead in the game, with both runs
coming in the top of the first.

Pouyer led off the game with a
double, which was followed by a
walk by Kay.

With one out, Iguchi singled,
scoring Pouyer and advancing Kay,
who then scored on a ground out
by Cotts.

Durango’s bats were kept quiet
until the fifth, when the Demons
tied the game.

The Demons then took the lead
with another two runs in the sixth.

ELECT Veronica MEDINA

for County Commissioner

Scan to contribute to

my campaign.
Thank you for your
support!

MEDINA WILL:

Hear your Concerns

Carefully Study the Issues
Show Up and Be Your Voice
Make Intelligent Informed Decisions

I am free from Conflicts of Interest,
I will be a FULL TIME County Commissioner

the INCUMBENT:

Failed to recuse himself from voting
on a wage increase for HIS wife

Failed to be a Full Time County Commissioner

Failed to be a Voice for Archuleta County: “Af the conclusion of the
discussion, board members unanimously indicated support for the
dissolution of the health district, with the exception of
Archuleta County Commissioner Alvin Schaaf, who was present
virtually for the in-person meeting but did not speak.”

The Pagosa Springs SUN, April 28, 2022

I have the life experience, education and
leadership that Archuleta County needs.
I am the most qualified candidate for
Archuleta County Commissioner.

I am asking for your support and your

VOTE for VERONICA MEDINA
for COUNTY COMMISSIONER
in the June primary.

VeronicaMedina4Commissioner@gmail.com

Paid for by Veronica Medina for

Archuleta County Commissioner Committee

Pagosa’s run came on seven hits
and two walks. The Pirates stole three
bases, struck out nine times and left
seven runners on base.

Seven Pirates recorded one hit
each in the affair: Pouyer (who also
scored a run), Kay (who also scored
a run), Iguchi (who also had an
RBI), Cotts (who also had an RBI),
Tuggle-Reed, Young-Martinez and
Seth Aucoin.

Clifford pitched a complete game
for the Pirates, allowing four runs
(one earned) on three hits and five
walks while striking out eight.

The Pirates committed five errors
in the game. The Demons commit-
ted two.

“I thought we outplayed ‘em for
seven innings; we just gave them
extra outs,” Morales said. “They only
had three hits. I don't feel we should
lose a baseball game when we give
up three hits. ... We pitched well. We
really did play good defense, we just
had a couple mental errors along
with the physical oneslate, and itled
to them gettin’ four runs.”

The game in Durango was the last
scheduled regular-season game for
the team, though the regular season
does not end until May 17.

“Itwas nice to see the growth start
to finish this year, and I hope to
continue growing as we continue the
season until the end,” the coach said.

Morales noted he is still actively
searching for games and a potential
postseason appearance.

“We'll still be practicing, getting
better,” he said.

As of Wednesday, the Pirates sat
in third in the Intermountain League
with a league record of 3-5 and an
overall record of 7-14. The team was
ranked 32nd in the Ratings Percent-
age Index (RPI, which helps deter-
mine postseason seeding.

In 3A, each league champion will
qualify for regionals, with the re-
maining 24 teams in the 32-team
postseason determined by RPI.

“I feel like we're playing our best
baseball right now,” Morales said,
highlighting the Pirates’ offense.
“So I'm excited ... for, if we're able
to sneak in the playoffs, to ... give
somebody some fits early on.”

randi@pagosasun.com

323 Hot Springs Blvd.
800-225-0934
\_Pagosahotsprings.com
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for a Great

Let’s Get Ready

Selling Season!

20+ years in Pagosa

Works with Buyers and Sellers
Knowledgeable about all areas
Attention to Details

Fluent in Spanish

Realtor since 2006

Call me today!
-

Debra Zenz

Broker, GRI, ABR, SRES, PSA, ePRO

970-946-1887

DebZenz@JimSmithRealty.com

EYE CARE

The Best in Sight Since 1978

0%

COMPLETE
EYEGLASSES &

SCHEDULE YOUR EYE EXAM TODAY
ABBAEYECARE.COM | 719-257-2713

*Requires purchase of a complete prescription pair, including frame and lenses. Does not include sunglass frames,
Barton Perreira, Cartier, Chanel, Cutler and Gross, Dior, Gucci, Maui Jim, Michael Kors, Nifties, Oakley, Oliver Peoples,
Ray-Ban, Robert Marc, Silhouette, Tiffany & Co., Tom Ford, Woow, accessories, contact lenses, or medical procedures.

Cannot be combined with any other discounts, promotions, or insurance plans. Not valid on previous orders. Other

restrictions may apply. See practice for full details. Offer valid 04/18/22 - 06/12/22. 22AEG-284250
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Rotary awards $20,000 in scholarships

By Meg Wempe
Pagosa Springs Rotary Club

The Pagosa Springs Rotary Club
is proud to announce those stu-
dents who will be receiving the
2022 Rotary scholarships, which
total $20,000.

Olivia Craig — Craig plans to
attend the University of San Fran-
cisco to obtain her Bachelor of
Science in nursing.

Audrey Martin — Martin will be
attending the University of Hawaii
at Manoa to obtain a degree in
marketing in the Shidler School of
Business.

Davis Parker — Parker plans to
attend Embry-Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University to become a private
pilot.

Rachel Smith — Smith will be
attending Cal Poly, Metro State
University or the Fashion Institute
of Technology. Her field of study
will be dependent on the university
that she attends.

Keira Torrez — Torrez plans on
attending Tony and Guy Academy
to study cosmetology.

Ebanie Wilkins —Wilkins will be
attending Colorado Mesa Univer-
sity to obtain her Bachelor of Sci-
ence in nursing.

Congratulations to these six
scholarship winners.

The Pagosa Springs Rotary
Club also congratulates the entire
class of 2022 and wishes each
of them success in their future
endeavors.

Since 1983, the Pagosa Springs
Rotary Club has awarded more

Rachel Smith

than $500,000 ($518,125 to be
exact) in scholarships to 192 local
high school graduates. The Pagosa

Keira Torrez

Springs Rotary Club would like to
thank the Pagosa Springs commu-
nity for its continued support of

Ebanie Wilkins

Rotary fundraisers that have made
our local scholarships possible
again this year.

Parents weigh in while reading remains essential

The Colorado State Board of
Education is responsible for setting
statewide standards for K-12 stu-
dents. Local school districts then
align curricula to those standards.

As the Social Studies Standards
revision committee is active, pub-
lic comment continues to pour
in. Last month, the Department
of Education received more than
17,000 emails from concerned
citizens. When the state board
convened in April, they discussed
the new input. The Social Stud-
ies Standards revision committee
recently withdrew references to
LGBTQ in kindergarten through
third grade. Parents and commu-
nity members had expressed that
the subject was inappropriate for
young children. As soon as the revi-
sion was made public, commenters
began requesting that the LGBTQ

terminology be
restored.

At our April
board meeting,
Chalkbeat, a
news organiza-
tion reporting
on educational
issues, wrote
that “three ...
Democrats on

Joyce Rankin
State Board

the state board of Education
were adamant

references re-
main in K-3.” Currently, there are
four Democrats and three Repub-
lican members on the board. They
will vote at a date to be determined.
Another topic that I reported on
last month and the acknowledged
most crucial mission of K-12 edu-
cation is reading proficiency. Only

Durango Elks Lodge announces
2022 scholarship winners

By Helen Wilkinson
Durango Elks Lodge No. 507

The Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks, Durango Lodge No.
507, announces local scholarships.
Recipients were selected based
on leadership accomplishments,
academic achievement and finan-
cial need.

Durango Elks Lodge Scholar-
ships in the amount of $1,000 will

go to Nell Taylor and Rachel Smith,
both from Pagosa Springs High
School.

The scholarship committee of
Durango Elks Lodge No. 507 con-
gratulates all 2022 graduating stu-
dents and invites upcoming 2023
seniors to apply online for the Elks
National Foundation MostValuable
Student Scholarship Contest. Ap-
plications are available in the fall
and open to all seniors.

40 percent of our third-graders
are proficient in reading. I've fo-
cused on reading since the READ
Act passed into law in 2019. The
bill requires that all teachers of
reading in kindergarten through
third grade must complete an
evidence-based course aligned
with the Science of Reading by Aug.
1. Teachers must then upload their
training certification to the Colo-
rado Department of Education by
Aug. 15. Accordingly, when this is
complete, the school will be eli-
gible to receive READ Act funding.

I recently highlighted seven
school districts in the third Con-
gressional District that have al-
ready completed the training. They
are South Conejos and Sanford
(Conejos County), LaVeta (Huerfa-
no County), Dolores (Montezuma
County), Ouray (Ouray County),
Moffat Schools (Saguache County)
and Garfield 16 (Garfield County).
Congratulations to our reading
leaders in the Third Congressional
District.

In addition to the K-3 reading
teachers in Garfield 16, Superinten-
dent Brad Ray also included the art
teacher, physical education teach-
er, fourth- and fifth-grade teachers,
and special education teachers.
Garfield 16 exhibits strong leader-
ship where reading is fundamental
in all classroom instruction.

Other school districts continue
to monitor teacher training to
ensure that students have the best
opportunity to succeed in life. I'm

OAra

Getting Ready for Camping?

We can help improve your ride!
Suspension upgrades can stop the “squat” and smooth out your ride.

Trailer Services - Tires, Brakes, Wheel Bearing, Axles and Batteries

Come See the Pros at
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proud to serve and never cease to
be amazed by the leadership and
effort of teachers and superinten-
dents in the Third Congressional
District.

Subscribe Today!
PagosaSUN.com

Public
]:lotices

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE

SALE NO. 2022-002
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard
to the following described Deed of Trust:
On February 2, 2022, the undersigned Public Trustee
caused the Notice of Election and Demand relating to
the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the
County of Archuleta records.
Original Grantor(s) Jose Montemayor, Jr. and Mari
Montemayor
Original Beneficiary(ies) Mortgage Electronic Registration
Systems, Inc. As Benificiary, As Nominee for Royal
Pacific Funding Corp.
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt Royal Pacific Funding
Corporation
Date of Deed of Trust February 13, 2019
County of Recording Archuleta
Recording Date of Deed of Trust February 13, 2019
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/
Page No.) 21900953
Original Principal Amount $172,320.00
Outstanding Principal Balance $171,042.39
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby
notified that the covenants of the deed of trust have been
violated as follows: Failure to pay principal and interest
when due together with all other payments provided for
in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of trust and
other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
LOTS 15 AND 16 OF BLOCK 3 IN PIEDRA PARK
SUBDIVISION NO. 2A, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF FILED FOR RECORD JANUARY 23, 1961
AS RECEPTION NO. 60166.
Also known by street and number as: 17469 State
Highway 151, Arboles, CO 81121.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF
THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY
THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.

NOTICE OF SALE

The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by
the Deed of Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of
Election and Demand for sale as provided by law and
in said Deed of Trust.
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that | will at public
auction, at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, 06/02/2022, at the

Archuleta County Treasurer’s Office at 449 San Juan St.
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of
the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein,
for the purpose of paying the indebtedness provided in
said Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of Trust,
plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and other
items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a
Certificate of Purchase, all as provided by law.

First Publication 4/7/2022

Last Publication 5/5/2022

Name of Publication Pagosa Springs Sun

IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER
DATE, THE DEADLINE TO FILE ANOTICE OF INTENT
TO CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE
MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;

DATE: 02/02/2022

Elsa P. White, Public Trustee in and for the County of
Archuleta, State of Colorado

By: /s/ Elsa P. White, Public Trustee

The name, address, business telephone number and bar
registration number of the attorney(s) representing the
legal holder of the indebtedness is:

Deanne R Stodden #33214

Messner Reeves LLP 1430 Wynkoop St. Suite 300,
Denver, CO 80202 (303) 623-1800

Attorney File # 7729.0241/227

The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is
attempting to collect a debt. Any information provided
may be used for that purpose.

©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised
1/2015

Published April 7, 14, 21, 28 and May 5, 2022 in The
Pagosa Springs SUN.

District Court, Archuleta County, State of Colorado
Court Address: 449 San Juan Street, P.O. Box 148
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Tel. 970.264.2400
Teal Landing Vacation Owners Association, Inc.
Plaintiff
V.
Andreas H K Haun, et al
Defendants
Case No.: 2022CV30008
Attorney for Plaintiff:
Christopher B. Conley
Hayes, Johnson & Conley, PLLC
700 South 21st Street
Fort Smith, AR 72901
Tel. 479.242.5906
Email: ir@hjclegal.com
Atty. Reg. No.: 51651

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO THE FOLLOWING DEFENDANT(S):
ANDREAS H K HAUN
JAMES GROSS
KAREN GROSS
MICHAEL S KENYON
ERNEST W YAEGER JR, TRUSTEE AND
SUCCESSORS IN TRUST OF THE ERNEST
W YAEGER JR REVOCABLE LIVING
TRUST DATED MAY 18, 2006
BILL MATLOCK
JERRY NICHOLS
VIRGINIA NICHOLS
GEORGIA LOU ANDERSON
BRYAN NEIL ANDERSON
GERRIT H BROUWER, TRUSTEE OF THE
BROUWER FAMILY TRUST AGREEMENT
DATED AUGUST 5, 1998
STOKNES FAMILY TRUST DATED
SEPTEMBER 1, 2004
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to
appear and defend against the claims of the complaint
filed with the court in this action, by filing with the clerk of
this court an answer or other response. You are required
to file your answer or other response within 35 days
after the service of this summons upon you. Service of
this summons shall be complete on the day of the last
publication. A copy of the complaint may be obtained
from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the
complaint without further notice.
This is an in rem action of judicial foreclosure on
your timeshare interest(s) located at Teal Landing
Condominiums for failure to pay assessments to Teal
Landing Vacation Owners Association, Inc.
Plaintiff Attorney: Christopher B. Conley, Attorney at
Law, Reg. No. 51651, 700 South 21st Street, Fort
Smith, AR 72901.
Published in the Pagosa Springs Sun
First Publication: April 21, 2022
Last Publication: May 19, 2022
/s/ Christopher B. Conley
Christopher B. Conley
Hayes, Johnson & Conley, PLLC
700 South 21st Street
Fort Smith, AR 72901
Atty. Reg. No.: 51651
Published April 21, 28, May 5, 12 and 19, 2022 in The
Pagosa Springs SUN.

District Court, Archuleta County, State of Colorado
Court Address: 449 San Juan Street, P.O. Box 148
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Tel. 970.264.2400

Peregrine Property Owners Association, Inc.
Plaintiff

V.

David J Ohlendorf, et al
Defendants
Case No.: 2022CV30009
Attorney for Plaintiff:
Christopher B. Conley
Hayes, Johnson & Conley, PLLC
700 South 21st Street
Fort Smith, AR 72901
Tel. 479.242.5906
Email: ir@hjclegal.com
Atty. Reg. No.: 51651

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO THE FOLLOWING DEFENDANT(S):
DAVID J OHLENDORF
MARY ANN GARCIA
THEODORE R CRAWFORD, TRUSTEE OF
THE CRAWFORD FAMILY REVOCABLE
TRUST DATED MARCH 13, 2008
DOROTHY M CRAWFORD, TRUSTEE OF
THE CRAWFORD FAMILY REVOCABLE
TRUST DATED MARCH 13, 2008
MARILYNN GERLOFF
ELDEAN D GERLOFF
ERNEST W YAEGER JR, TRUSTEE AND
SUCCESSORS IN TRUST OF THE ERNEST
W YAEGERS JR REVOCABLE LIVING
TRUST DATED MAY 18, 2006
MARGARET M GRAY
DARRELL LAMBERT
HELEN L LAMBERT
TOMMY E HARBERT
ELIZABETH A HOMMEL
RACHEL E GRAY
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to
appear and defend against the claims of the complaint
filed with the court in this action, by filing with the clerk of
this court an answer or other response. You are required
to file your answer or other response within 35 days
after the service of this summons upon you. Service of
this summons shall be complete on the day of the last
publication. A copy of the complaint may be obtained
from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the
complaint without further notice.
This is an in rem action of judicial foreclosure on your
timeshare interest(s) located at Peregrine Townhouses
for failure to pay assessments to Peregrine Property
Owners Association, Inc.
Plaintiff Attorney: Christopher B. Conley, Attorney
at Law, Reg. No. 51651, 700 South 21st Street, Fort
Smith, AR 72901.
Published in the Pagosa Springs Sun
First Publication: April 21, 2022
Last Publication: May 19, 2022
/s/ Christopher B. Conley
Christopher B. Conley
Hayes, Johnson & Conley, PLLC
700 South 21st Street
Fort Smith, AR 72901
Atty. Reg. No.: 51651
Published April 21, 28, May 5, 12 and 19, 2022 in The
Pagosa Springs SUN.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of John Stephen Chrzanowski, Deceased

Case No. 22PR4
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the personal
representative or to the District Court of Archuleta County,
Colorado on or before August 22, 2022, or the claims
may be forever barred.

Leslie Ann Jaluria

20 Loantaka Way

Madison, NJ 07940
Published April 21, 28 and May 5, 2022 in The Pagosa
Springs SUN.

DISTRICT COURT,

ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLORADO

Court Address: 109 Harman Park Drive, Pagosa Springs,
CO 81147

Phone Number: (970) 264-8160

Plaintiff:

GEORGE BROWN

V.

Defendants:

MEADPROP UNITS, ALIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY;
PAGOSALAKES PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
and ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS WHO CLAIM ANY
INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS
ACTION.
Submitting Attorney:
Paul Kosnik, #38663
Eggleston Kosnik LLC
160 E 12th St., Ste 7
Durango, CO 81301
Phone Number: (970) 403-1580
E-mail: pkosnik@e-klaw.com
Case Number: 2022CV30016

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
PLAINTIFF GEORGE BROWN
TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANTS:
MEADPROP UNITS, ALIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
ALL UKNOWN PERSONS WHO CLAIM ANY
INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS
ACTION
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to
appear and defend against the claims of the complaint
filed with the court in this action by filing with the clerk of
this court an answer or other response. You are required
to file your answer or other response within 35 days
after the service of this summons upon you. Service of
this summons shall be complete on the day of the last
publication. A copy of the complaint may be obtained
from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the
complaint without further notice.
This is an action to quiet the title of the Plaintiff in and to
the real property situate in Archuleta County, Colorado,
more particularly described as follows:
Lot 58 in Lakewood Village, according to the plat thereof
filed for record April 30, 1979 as Reception No. 94867.
Lot 64 in Lakewood Village, according to the plat thereof
filed for record April 30, 1979 as Reception No. 94867.
Lot 67 in Lakewood Village, according to the plat thereof
filed for record April 30, 1979 as Reception No. 94867.
Lot 68 in Lakewood Village, according to the plat thereof
filed for record April 30, 1979 as Reception No. 94867.
Respectfully Submitted this 19th day of April, 2022.
Published in The Pagosa Springs Sun
First Publication: April 28, 2022
Last Publication: May 26, 2022
Eggleston Kosnik LLC
s/ Paul Kosnik
Paul Kosnik, #38663
160 E. 12th St.,, Ste 7
Durango, CO 81301
(970) 403-1580
Published April 28, May 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2022 in The
Pagosa Springs SUN.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Jonathan A. Morse, Deceased

Case No. 2022 PR 30026
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the personal
representative or to the District Court of Archuleta County,
Colorado on or before August 28, 2022, or the claims
may be forever barred.

Daniel L. Fiedler, Attorney at Law
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Published April 28, May 5 and 12, 2022 in The Pagosa
Springs SUN.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Roxanna Wise, Deceased

Case No. 2022 PR 30030
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the personal
representative or to the District Court of Archuleta County,
Colorado on or before August 28, 2022, or the claims
may be forever barred.

Daniel L. Fiedler, Attorney at Law
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Published April 28, May 5 and 12, 2022 in The Pagosa
Springs SUN.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE
SALE NO. 2022-003
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard
to the following described Deed of Trust:
On February 28, 2022, the undersigned Public Trustee
caused the Notice of Election and Demand relating to
the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the
County of Archuleta records.
Original Grantor(s) Sohum Mountain Ranch, LLC
Original Beneficiary(ies) Gary Morris
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt Gary Morris
Date of Deed of Trust June 03, 2019
County of Recording Archuleta
Recording Date of Deed of Trust June 04, 2019
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/
Page No.) 21903116
Original Principal Amount $2,800,000.00
Outstanding Principal Balance $2,798,769.99
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby
notified that the covenants of the deed of trust have been
violated as follows: Failure to pay principal and interest
when due together with all other payments provided for
in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of trust and
other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE AFIRST LIEN.
Tract Il of the GARY MORRIS SUBDIVISION,
according to the plat thereof filed for record June 3,
2019 as Reception No. 21903078.
Also known by street and number as: 6651 County
Road 382, C<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>