
By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The public now has until Nov. 25 to comment on 
a draft environmental analysis (EA) that considers 
the “reasonably foreseeable” impacts of putting 10 
parcels totaling 2,563.16 acres of San Juan National 
Forest, as well as other parcels in other locations 
in Colorado, up for lease for potential oil and gas 
development.

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) initially 
opened a 15-day public comment period for the 
assessment on Oct. 27, which was set to close on 
Nov. 10 before being extended to Nov. 25.

In total, the draft analysis considers 16 parcels 
equaling 4,493 acres for potential fluid mineral 
development (oil and gas, tar sands and oil shale) 
in three areas of the state — the San Juan National 
Forest, White River National Forest and Pawnee 

National Grassland.
As of Wednesday morning, there were 16 com-

ments submitted for the assessment.

Leasing process
The draft environmental assessment indicates 

that the BLM received expressions of interest 
(EOIs) from members of the public regarding oil 
and gas leasing on certain lands within the three 
designated areas.

The document further explains the process of 
the BLM offering National Forest System lands for 
oil and gas leasing: “If the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) 
has identified national forest lands as available 
for oil and gas leasing, the BLM may offer them in 
competitive lease sales. The USFS identifies avail-
able lands and specifies appropriate stipulations 

21

Columbine
Mine

Triple SMine

Shamrock
Mines

Drill HoleDrill Hole

Ruins

Radio Tower

TV Tower

Radio Tower

Radio Tower

Mine

8870

8845

8104

9922

9947

7421

7270

8936

8600

8483

6789

7948

BM 6225

8695
VABM
KEARNS

DYKE

6394
BM

BM 7224

BM
7224

STONE

BM 6450 BM 6624

1416
22

10 9

RESERVATION
UTESOUTHERN

AREA
STATE WILDLIFE

DEVIL CREEK

C
O

C
O

A
R

C
H

U
L

E
T

A
L

A
P

L
A

T
A

INDIAN

Stollsteimer

Bayfield
Piedra

Mtn

M
ountain

M
iddle

Fi
rs

t

Horse
Mtn

Mtn
Devil

Mtn
Mule

Can
Cooper

Chimney
Rock

Cabezon

D
eep

C
anyon

C
anyon

Canyon

Pine
Tree Gallegos

Canyon
Sheep

Salt

Ca
ny

on

Gulch

Gulch

Za
be

l

Can
yo

n

Can Mtn
Pargin

Can

Pole

G
ul

Peterson

W
ag

on

Tra
il

Lo
ng Blind Gul

Gulch

Canyon

Can
yo

n

Canyon

Canyon

Los Pinos

Pass
Yellow Jacket

Park
Klondike

Fosset

Devils
Hole

Can

Jungle

Rocky Ca
n

Lange

W
ic

ke
ns

on
G

ul

Peak
Severn

Flats
Arbogas

Wickenson Mountain

Armstrong

Ritter

Can

Reser

Haystack

Hall

Mtn
Shaefer

Ludwig
Mtn

LAT SPR

C
R

PINE

RIVER

BA
YF

IE
LD

D
IT

C
H

CANAL CANAL

EXTE
N

SIO
N

D

DITCH

RI
VE

R

Bea
r

Bear

Li
tt

le

Bear

Be
av

er

Creek

Cr

Cr
ow

ba
r

Ute

CrCr
Be

av
er

C
re

ek

Cr

Creek

Cree
Creek

Turkey

Goose

Squaw

Squaw

Li
ttl

e

Little

Bull

Bull

Cr

Cr

Creek

Ignacio

Cr

Cr

Cr

Cr

Creek

Hayden

Yellowjacket
Cr

BeaverLittle

Fr
ee

m
an

Indian

H
eflin Death

Valley
Cr

Indian

Cr

Sheep

W
est

Fork

Devil

Creek

Creek

Cr

Horse

Dudley Cr

RI
V

ER

PI
ED

RA

Yellowjacket Creek

Devil

Creek

Little
D

evil
Cr

Cre
ek

Cr

Capote
Lake

Archuleta

Creek

St
ol

lst
eim

er

Creek

Vega
la

Juana
Cr

Dev
il

Cr
Coffee

Elk

Creek

Skunk

Lake
Simpatico

Creek

Sauls

Cree
k

Pond
Harper

Spring

Cr
ee

k

Cr
ee

k

LA
 P

LA
TA

A
R

C
H

U
LE

TA

SOUTHERN UTE TRIBAL LANDS

PIEDRA
AREA

CHIMNEY ROCK
NAT. MON.

BAYFIELD

SJF-0340N-0050W-0004

SJF-0340N-0050W-0005

SJF-0340N-0050W-0006

SJF-0340N-0050W-0001

SJF-0340N-0050W-0002

SJF-0350N-0060W-0002

SJF-0340N-006AW-0002

SJF-0340N-0050W-0003

SJF-0340N-005AW-0002

£¤160

£¤160

£¤160

¬«151

¬«151

¬«151

13

36

19

6

8

29

8

28

15

15U

2

12

2U

25

12

32

20

7

9

5

28

21

3

34

35

2 6

18U

8U

5U

22

16

9

4U

11

2

10U

13

19

7

31

5

27

15U

6

24

7

12U

33

21

16

26

14 13

1

31

6

7U

21

29

20

3

22

16U 15U

4U

35

35

11U

24

6

7

5

20

16U

14

12

1

25

12

25

2U
18

6

30

8

6U

33

16

11

36

10U
11U

12 7

31

30

18

12

18U

8

16U

9U

15

3

10

3

34

10U

2

23

11U

6

24

1

17

8

17

16

9

10

3

10U

11

23

2U

12

1

36

25

36

13U

30

31

17

5
4

17

3

34

28 27

3

22

1

18

19

12U

17

5

32

20

14

12

22

14U

18

1

7

6

17U

8U

34

15

10

22

2

35

23

11

13

36 31

30

28

33

17

22

11

2

26

36

25

1U

19

19

9

20

21

14

2

34

27

35

26

14U

31

30

1U

28

9

13

13

18

30

32

20

5U

10

4U

22

27

11

26

14U

18

7

36

13U

19

8

8U

15

14 13

1

12U

18

6U

8

16

29

32

15

15

15U

24

13

7

24

18U

29

17

16

4

25

13U

17
6U

16

9

9

4

16

4

28

14

14

11

35

13

25

12U

30

8

19

18U

5 4

32

15

34

3U

26

23

14U

24

12

7

33

8

32

21

9U

26

11

36

36

23

13U

7U

21

1

34

2U

24

1U

5

5

29

9

33

3 1

12

24

5

29

18

18

6

33

16

9

34

15

10

14 13

13

18

7U

17U

10

4

28

23

3U

6

31

8

2

35

26 25

3U

31

7U

5

17

17

32

20

4

27

3U

7

4

16

4

33

17U

10

27

27

9U

2

14

11 12

1

31

31

30

32

29

10

33

35

35

36

11U

9

4

33 N
5 W

36 N
3 W

33 N
6 W

36 N
5 W

35 N
6 W

34 N
6 W

34 N
5 W

35 N
5 W

36 N
4 W

36 N
4 W

34 N
3 W

33 N
7 W

35 N
4 W

35 N
3 W

34 N
7 W

35 N
7 W

34 N
4 W

628

131.F

62
8.

C

63
0.I

622.M

755.B1

730

75
5.

A1

84
1.

F

628.B1

622.L

617.A

711

755.A4

804

53
7.A

121

681.A

121

12
0

608.D

CTY-168

617

60
8.E

841

608.A

612

12
3

CTY-700

75
5.

C

843

613.A

615.A

160.A2

63
0.

L1

841.E

135.F1

62
0.

I

C
TY

-1
66

755.B

755.A3

135.F3

620.H

135.F2

131.C2

63
0.

K

608.B

121.A

620.D

13
1.C

620.P

608.C

626.B1
620.J

62
0.

N

604.B

620.L

91
8.A

131.D

C
TY

-7
00

630.H

160.B1

730.A

920.I

920.A

841.A

13
1

615.A1

621

620.G

620.S

84
1.

G

135.A 863

53
7.

I

537.B

626.C

620.R

630.J

307

63
0

730.B

920.DCTY-527

86
3.

A

620.E

920.F

755.A

159

62
0.

C

626.A

627

755

842
626.B

756

620.A

920

68
1

CTY-525

805

13
5

160.A1

604

75
6.

A

918

135.F

620.F

CTY-917

132

622

856

615

160

618

CTY-526

62
0

62
7.

A

60
8

63
0.

1

C
TY

-3
34

133

537

613

626

SJF-0340N-0040W-0001

Proposed New Oil and Gas Lease Parcels 2019
San Juan National Forest

Columbine Ranger District
New Mexico Principal Meridian

±
0 1.5 30.75

Miles

MDR 7/22/2019

Legend
2019 Lease Parcels

2018 Lease Parcels

Existing Road

Municipality

County

Township

Roadless Area - HD Mountains

OtherNationalDesignatedArea

Tribal Reservation

Ranger District

State-Other, City, Local

Southern Ute Lands

Patented Lands

State Lands

National Forest

Parcel Acres

CTY-521 CTY-5 voir C

SJF-0340N-0050W-0004

an

80

23

SJF-0340N-0050W-0005 120
S

Creek

JF-0340N-0

G

0

re

5

en

0W-0006 40

FS Parcel ID Acres
SJF-0340N-0050W-0001 80
SJF-0340N-0050W-0002 80
SJF-0340N-0050W-0003 80
SJF-0340N-005AW-0002 40
SJF-0340N-006AW-0002 365
SJF-0350N-0060W-0002 80

SJF-0340N-0040W-0001 1561

2019

2018

1

2

3

4

5 8
6

9
10 7

Fire board reviews 2020, 2021 budgets
Approves purchase of new lifts – A14

n See COVID-19 A8
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County, health department discussion
COVID-19 funds, improvements, septic permits – A6

Boyd Neagle
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BLM seeking comment on environmental 
analysis for potential oil and gas lease sale

ACSO 
announces 
Citizens 
Advisory 
Group

‘You need to be the 
person you needed’ 
Neagle speaks of his passion for 
people as a police detective

San Juan 
River 
project to 
improve 
access, 
safety for 
boaters

Purple 
is the 
new red
State announces 
addition to 
COVID-19 
color system:
County could 
move to Level Red

By Simone Mounsamy
Staff Writer

When he was 3 years 
old, he would watch “Roy 
Rogers,” “The Lone Rang-
er,” and “Green Hornet” 
with his grandfather. 

“They instilled in me 
that the good guys wear 
the white hats and they 
help people,” said Boyd 
Neagle, detective at the Pagosa 
Springs Police Department (PSPD), 
of these TV characters. “From there, 
I never had any doubt.” 

During a phone interview for The 
SUN, Neagle explained that he’d 
known since those 3-year-old mo-
ments that he wanted to be a police 
officer. 

He joined the police academy in 
1994 and has occupied the force in 
different divisions and on different 
levels since then. 

“It’s been an amazing ride,” Nea-
gle professed. 

He’s been on the DUI court, 
worked on marijuana enforcement 
in Cortez on a huge case with in-
ternational marijuana cartels, and 
taught the liquor code, marijuana 
law, and standardized field sobriety 
testing for new law enforcement at 
the police academy.

“I think it’s so important to pass 
these skills on to the next generation. 
You gotta lead by example,” Neagle 
declared. 

When asked what his favorite part 
of the job is, Neagle responded, “The 
people. We usually meet people on 
the worst day of their life ... You do 
your job but you gotta keep in mind, 
you need to be the person that you 
needed on the worst day of your life.”

Neagle currently works on the 
Sixth Judicial District Compensa-
tion Board, appointed by District 
Attorney Christian Champagne. Be-
ing on the board means that Neagle 
gets to see the other side of a crime 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Public access to recreation ame-
nities is a priority for outdoor advo-
cates in southwest Colorado and a 
new project to greatly improve an 
access point for boaters on the San 
Juan River is in the planning stage.

A group of residents and organi-
zations is working to build a safe 
and sustainable river take-out ramp 
about 12 miles south of Pagosa 
Springs along Archuleta County 
Road 500, also known as Trujillo 
Road. Boaters have rafted this sec-
tion of the San Juan — known as 
Mesa Canyon — for years, but access 
has become crowded as more people 
use the area.

Map courtesy Bureau of Land Management
The above map identifies parcels being looked at for an oil and gas lease sale. The Bureau of Land 
Management is currently accepting public comment on a draft environmental assessment related 
to the parcels.

situation.
“The victims’ board pro-

vides counseling, medical 
care, and other services for 
victims of crime ... I’m not 
just making cases, I can be 
of help,” he clarified.

But there are tough mo-
ments, too. 

“When you work in a 
small community, the tough-
est thing is that you care ... If 

you get a call about a major car crash, 
you wonder if it’s someone you know. 
It’s a double-edged sword: It’s great to 
know everybody but then things can 
really hit home,” Neagle said.

Despite hardships, the detective 
makes a point of staying positive. 

“I try to stay positive. If you’re 
looking for the tragedy or the bad 
things, you’ll keep seeing them. If 
you look for the positive, it keeps 
your spirits up.”

A native of Houston, Texas, and 
born in 1972, Neagle said he’s “mar-
ried to a wonderful lady.” They like 
to hike, “go see the grandbaby,” go 
off-roading with the ATV, ride dirt 
bikes, and play with their dogs. 

When speaking of his grandfa-
ther, who was a construction worker 
building highways all over the U.S., 
Neagle said, “He had a profound 
effect on my life ... much like my 
father.”

At the end of the interview, Neagle 
mentioned there was one event in 
his life that had truly shaped his 
career. The event pertained to his 
father. 

“He spent time in prison,” Neagle 
said. “One day I ask him ... ‘Were you 
guilty?’ He said, ‘The first time? Nope, 
I was just a poor kid from the other 
side of the train tracks in the wrong 
place at the wrong time.’” 

Neagle’s father came from a 
sharecropping family, and he had 
been caught dancing with the wrong 

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

On Monday, Nov. 9, Archuleta 
County Sheriff ’s Office (ACSO) 
announced it will be starting a 
Citizen’s Advisory Group. 

Sheriff Richard Valdez released 
a letter that states, “Over the last 
several months, Law Enforcement 
across the United States have been 
targeted for their unjust treatment 
towards the people they swore to 
serve and protect.” 

Photo courtesy Beth Tollefsen
These two bull elk were spotted battling for dominance near Pagosa Springs recently.

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The state of Colorado is expand-
ing its COVID dial to include a new 
purple level Friday, with purple tak-
ing the place of red as the worst level 
on the dial.

The six levels on the dial are now:
• Level Green: Protect Our Neigh-

bors.
• Level Blue: Caution.
• Level Yellow: Concern.
• Level Orange: High Risk.
• Level Red: Severe Risk.
• Level Purple: Extreme Risk.
“This growth keeps skyrocket-

ing,” Gov. Jared Polis said Tuesday 
concerning the state’s “exponential” 
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Editorial lEgaciEs
By Shari Pierce

Pagosa Springs News. Global Reach.

The Pagosa Springs SUN is the the trusted, reliable 
source for news and information about Pagosa 
Country.  
 
The Pagosa Springs SUN Online supplements our 
print edition to extend local news to readers of 
online newspapers.

Along with the local content you have come to 
expect in our print edition, our online edition allows 
us to post new and breaking news, expanded  
coverage of selected stories and continual updates. 

Readers of our online edition also enjoy our live 
Web cams.

There is extensive visitor information that includes 
links to important community Web sites such as the 
chamber of commerce, town and county.

Online
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For advertisers on PagosaSUN.com, one hotlink 
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per week.
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Block Ads are 200 pixels tall.
Small Block Ads are 100 pixels tall.
Rectangle Ads are 50 pixels tall.
All ads are produced at 72 dpi.
We accept .gif and .jpeg files for ads.

*Tower ads — one ad per Premium Page; first come, first 
served; price includes Directory Listing and Hotlink.

PagosaSUN.com reserves the right to place  “Advertise-
ment” above the ads on the Web site. All four week 
package ads must remain the same for the entire run. 
Ads post on Friday and run through Thursday of the 
following week.
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Whaddya think?
What is your best winter driving tip?

100 years ago
Taken from SUN fi les of 

November 19, 1920
The James Carlin sawmill, set on Mc-

Cabe creek near the Dickerson slaughter 
house, just outside of town, was started 
up yesterday afternoon and sawing 
commenced this morning. The mill was 
recently moved from Chris Mountain.

C.O. Dunagan, Joe and Ray Cham-
bers, and Tom Teeson shipped out 
twenty-four cars of cattle Wednesday to 
the Kansas City market.

About twenty-fi ve cases of smallpox 
are reported in Pagosa and vicinity. The 
disease is so mild in form, however, that 
no alarm is felt. 

It is rumored that C.E. Moore of 
Durango, former Pagosa resident, re-
cently received a check for $80,000 as a 
dividend from a beet investment in the 
northwest. The many Pagosa friends of 
Mr. and Mrs. Moore will rejoice in their 
good fortune.

75 years ago
Taken from SUN fi les of 

November 23, 1945
A committee of Pagosans interested in 

obtaining a physician and hospital for this 
community motored to Durango Tuesday 
evening, where they attended a meeting 
for this purpose. Dr. L.B. Byington, Dr. 
R.F. Courtney of District No. 8, U.S. Pub-
lic Health Service and Helen Cannon of 
the Colorado Division of Public Health 
Service were the speakers who explained 
that a modern hospital can be built and 
equipped at a cost of $5,000 per bed and 
that 44.6 percent of this amount is avail-
able from Federal funds for needed health 
improvements in Colorado. Thus to build 
and equip a 15-bed hospital for Pagosa 
Springs would require that $50,000 be 
raised locally. Pagosa Springs vitally needs 
a hospital, and by quick and determined 
effort, can get one at this time. No fi ner 
memorial could be built in memory of 
Archuleta County soldiers, sailors and 
marines than a modern community 
hospital. LETS GET THE BALL ROLLING, 
AND NOW!

Ernest E. Smith, chairman of the cur-
rent Victory Loan drive, here, reports that 
Archuleta county is over the top with G 
bonds, to a total of $36,000. However, the 
county needs more E bond sales to meet 
government requirements for the drive.

 50 years ago
Taken from SUN fi les of 

November 19, 1970
Construction work at Pagosa is going 

ahead rapidly. Work on Lake Pagosa and 
on a new lake is nearing completion. Fred 
Ebeling, project manager, said this week 
that it is hoped that both lakes can be 
fi lled next spring and kept that way. The 
dam at Lake Pagosa has been enlarged 
and this will increase the size of that lake.

Progress on building in Pagosa 
Springs is good and early completion 
is expected on two projects. Hersch 
Super expansion and remodeling work 
is proceeding rapidly and the size of the 
program can now be easily seen. The 
interior remodeling is to start soon and 
the project should be completed very 
early in December. The new building 
being constructed at the Spring Inn is 
also taking shape rapidly. It will house a 
fi rm of attorneys when completed late 
this month or early next month.

25 years ago
Taken from SUN fi les of 
November 23, 1995

Elizabeth T. Feazel, a longtime resi-
dent of Pagosa Springs, will receive the 
1995 George E. Cranmer Award from 
Colorado Open Lands at a reception in 
Denver on Monday, Nov. 27. “Betty Feazel 
is a very special person,” said Lee Dusa, 
Colorado Open Lands president, in an-
nouncing Feazel’s selection. “Seeing that 
tracts of open land in Archuleta County 
were developing rapidly, Betty was instru-
mental in founding the Southwest Land 
Alliance, one of the earliest land trusts in 
the state.” 

The equipment is in place, the wiring 
is nearly complete and soon the Archuleta 
County Central Dispatch center will move 
into the 21st century. And with the state of 
the equipment in the old dispatch center 
the move will be akin to going from a 
Model T to a Ferrari. With the old con-
sole failing fast, there was only a smaller 
console at the Upper San Juan Search 
and Rescue headquarters available for 
backup. Therefore the Archuleta County 
Sheriff Department (which manages dis-
patch) went to the county commissioners 
and action was forthcoming. That action 
produced the new communications unit 
now ready to go into operation at the 
county courthouse dispatch offi ce.

Poll results (231 votes)
Invest in good tires — 26 percent
Slow down — 66 percent
Stay off the roads — 8 percent

Vote this week online: 
What are you most thankful for this 

time of year?
www.pagosasun.com

 

n See Editorial A3

On Tuesday, San Juan Basin Public 
Health (SJBPH) announced that it, along 
with the Colorado Department of Pub-
lic Health and Environment (CDPHE), 
would be moving neighboring La Plata 
County to COVID-19 Dial Level Red: 
Severe Risk beginning Friday, Nov. 20. 

A SJBPH press release explained, “Ac-
cording to the state COVID-19 Dial, 
Level Red: Severe Risk restrictions are 
warranted when any of three metrics 
are met. La Plata County currently meets 
one of the three: 350 or more new cases 
of COVID-19 per 100,000 residents in 
the last 14 days. For La Plata County, 
this works out to 197 cases or more in 
14 days. La Plata County passed this 
threshold on November 8 and has had 
426 cases in the last 14 days.”

La Plata County isn’t the only county 
seeing a large increase in COVID-19 
cases.

As of press time on Wednesday there 
had been 49 new cases of COVID-19 in 
Archuleta County since Nov. 1, bring-
ing our total to 118 cases; for La Plata 
County, that number was an astounding 
460 new cases.

We received an email update from 
Archuleta School District Superin-
tendent Dr. Kym LeBlanc-Esparza on 
Tuesday in which she outlined some 
data points:

• “Right now 1 in 110 residents in 
Colorado has COVID.

• “San Juan Basin Health is currently 
seeing about 75 cases a day, with approx-
imately 10 contacts each. This means 
for their contract tracers to be 100% ef-
fective, they would have to contact 750 
people per day. This means they are less 
and less likely to be able to do full contact 
tracing in a short time frame.

• “[Pagosa Springs Medical Center] is 
used to 20-30 people coming in for 
COVID testing each day. On Monday, 
they had over 100 people show up, with 
symptoms, to be tested.”

The school district’s leadership team 
has a huge responsibility to determine 
the best path forward in providing an 
education during the pandemic. 

With the Archuleta County case 
count at 116 on Tuesday, LeBlanc-
Esparza wrote, “Our county with the 
collaboration of SJBPH has to decide 
whether to move us to the red category 
on the dial - but I want to be sure to 
communicate clearly that with 2 more 
cases between now and Friday, we 
meet the metric for the new red. If that 
is what our data tells us, we will look at 
the guidelines to help determine how 

we do school. If the decision is made 
not to officially move us on the dial, so 
as not to impose these restrictions on 
local business and industry, I respect 
that choice. However, it doesn’t change 
the fact that our data is in RED and we 
should consider this guidance when 
deciding how to educate our kids.”

SJBPH’s press release explains it is 
anticipated that between one-third 
and one-half of counties in Colorado 
will move to Level Red: Severe Risk this 
week. As of this writing, we really don’t 
know where Archuleta County will land 
on the dial by the end of the week. 

The challenge doesn’t just come in 
educating our children. 

Also on Tuesday, the Archuleta Coun-
ty commissioners were joined by several 
citizens expressing great concern over 
the potential of Archuleta County shut-
ting back down like we were in March. 

Commissioner Steve Wadley ex-
plained to the group that a decision  to 
move to Level Red would be up to SJBPH 
and the governor to make.

In the past week, we have seen some 
of our valued local businesses closing 
their doors due to COVID-19 exposure.

At Level Red, La Plata County will be 
under new restrictions that Archuleta 
County could face if we also move to 
that level. According to SJBPH, those 
changes include:

• “In-person social gatherings with 
people outside your household, in any 
setting, are prohibited, even with social 
distancing.

• “Restaurants may only offer takeout, 
curb-side, delivery, and outdoor (open-
air) service. Outdoor on-premise service 
may be used by one household per table.

• “Last call is moved to 8:00 p.m. to 
reduce the chances of late-night social 
spread of the virus.

• “Office-based businesses must re-
duce their in-person workforce to 10%.

• “Gyms and fitness centers must 
reduce their indoor capacity to 10% 
or no more than ten people per room, 
whichever is smaller, by reservation only.

• “Indoor events and entertainment 
venues will be closed. Outdoor event 
venues may remain open with addi-
tional restrictions.”

These changes would definitely bring 
great challenges to businesses in 
Archuleta County. We cannot imagine 
operating our newspaper with only 10 
percent of our staff. It would be next to 
impossible to do.

We understand that there are many 
people who believe a shutdown is 

necessary, while others believe that 
a shutdown will severely harm local 
businesses that have already suffered so 
much this year.

The balance between public health 
and safety and economic survival in this 
pandemic seems almost impossible to 
achieve.

It’s easy to sit on the sidelines and 
complain when local leaders make deci-
sions that we don’t agree with. As much 
as people don’t like those decisions, we 
believe that local control should prevail 
over decisions made by people sitting in 
Denver who do not know firsthand the 
situation in Pagosa Springs.

We expect to hear more from the deci-
sion makers over the next few days 
regarding just where our county will 
end up on the dial. We will update you 
on The SUN’s website, PagosaSUN.com, 
as information becomes available. You 
can also sign up for email alerts on our 
website.

SJBPH’s release included the follow-
ing statement by Michael Murphy, 
interim CEO of Mercy Regional Medi-
cal Center: “It is important that we, in 
partnership with San Juan Basin Public 
Health and our communities, increase 
our efforts to slow and stop the spread 
of the coronavirus, and support efforts 
to maintain a healthy community. In 
addition, we need to continue to focus 
on wearing masks when around oth-
ers, maintaining safe social distanc-
ing, and properly washing our hands. 
These time-tested, very basic personal 
interventions are still the best defense 
against an epidemic until a safe and 
effective vaccine can be administered.”

Closer to home, Pagosa Springs Medi-
cal Center (PSMC) CEO Dr. Rhonda 
Webb wrote the following, “With this 
degree of community spread, we are 
at risk of overwhelming our ability, at 
PSMC, to have enough staff for our 
EMS/Ambulance first responders, and 
to staff our ED and Hospital over the 
coming weeks.

“I cannot speak for others, but I know 
our other First Responders are also 
concerned about their limited resources 
being overwhelmed. 

“We are working with the County, 
Town, and Public Health and together 
we can do this. We are asking for the 
people in our area to do anything they 
feel they can, to help us reduce our viral 
load.”

Please stay safe and do your part to 
stop the spread.

Terri Lynn Oldham House

Where will we end up on the dial?
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Community United Methodist Church
434 Lewis Street

Pre-boxed Holiday MealsPre-boxed Holiday Meals
The “RONA” will not stop the turkeys from arriving. The “RONA” will not stop the turkeys from arriving. 
We will have 200 pre-boxed holiday meals. We will have 200 pre-boxed holiday meals. 
This will be a first come, first served drive-thru This will be a first come, first served drive-thru 
distribution on November 23 from 1 to 5 p.m. at distribution on November 23 from 1 to 5 p.m. at 
434 Lewis Street 434 Lewis Street (must line up down Lewis Street, (must line up down Lewis Street, 
not Hwy. 160)not Hwy. 160)
NO EARLY BIRDS, and no picking up for others. NO EARLY BIRDS, and no picking up for others. 
Because of the governor’s restrictions on COVID-19, Because of the governor’s restrictions on COVID-19, 
we will be unable to do early sign ups.we will be unable to do early sign ups.

Ace Exclusive 
Bonus Bit Set

Face cover required in store • Curbside service available to everyone

Get in the Spirit!Get in the Spirit!

Pick Up
Zone

30% Off
Kitchen aprons

20% Off
Holiday Linens

30% Off
Sherpa Apparel

Men’s & Women’s

20% Off
Holiday Wreaths 

& Silk Foliage

20% Off
Holiday 

Ornaments

35% Off
ALL Kuhl 
Clothing

men’s and women’

Shop online Shop online 
acehardware.comacehardware.com
Select FREE STORE PICKUP 
at checkout. Curbside 
pick-up available!

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

kids killed our whole order and we ordered 
to go after.. best pizza we eat.“

Rated 4.9 
out of 

5 Stars!

“

175 PAGOSA STREET  •  11 AM TO 9 PM DAILY

Easy Online Ordering:
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Fresh Ingredients
BIG on 

TASTE!

Jayson B., Facebook

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

970-731-4081 - WJP
www.goWJP.com

970-585-4903 - A1Taxi
www.goA1Taxi.com

“Electrostatic Disinfectant process for every vehicle 
w/Hospital Grade disinfectant” 

Call for a quote to get your business disinfected

WINTER FUN!
Taxi & Shuttle Service

Pagosa Springs Premiere Authorized Medicaid Transport Company 
Dog Sled Tours • Snowmobile Tours • And Much More

Taxi & Airport Service
Ski Shuttle starting Nov 23rd.

By reservation only due to COVID. 

Fully licensed and insured! Smoke-free vehicles!
Local discount system  — just ask! 

8am-10pm daily or by appointment!

The SUN welcomes letters 
from readers.

Please submit to:
PO Box 9, 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

e-mail: 
editor@pagosasun.com

All letters must:
be 500 words or less

be signed by the author, unless 
emailed

include the author’s phone 
number and address

be received by The SUN by noon 
on Tuesday (deadline may move 
up due to a holiday), email 
submissions are preferred

Letters will be limited to two per 
month per letter writer.

If necessary, only one letter 
pertaining to a candidate or 
political issue will be printed in 
each edition up to three weeks 
prior to the election.

Letters quoting other people 
must contain proper attribution.

There is no guarantee letters will 
be published.

The SUN generally does not edit 
letters, but reserves the right to 
do so.

Letters

Letters
Letters to the Editor are printed 

as received and are not edited for 
grammar or punctuation, but may 
have been edited for content or style.

Letters to the Editor are opinions 
and information in them has not 
been verified for accuracy.

The opinions of letter writers do 
not necessarily represent those of 
the paper.

Election 
conspiracy
Dear Editor:

I know..I know, the First Amend-
ment even covers the totally cir-
cumbobulated election conspiracy 
theorys put out by Donald & the 
‘mental giants’ in the GOP. Listening 
to their daily foaming at the mouth 
confirms to me that my opinion of 
their level of integrity, ethics, moral-
ity and belief in the American Repub-
lic and Democracy..was right…they 
respectively have none and don’t.

Maybe it’s the times, maybe it’s 
these same persons saw public 
service as a way to get rich & power, 
maybe they’re just a cult not a 
political party, they certainly don’t 
have any 2020 party platform..
zilch..nada..none (Google it?), but 
they’re OK with that as Donald told 
them ‘he-knows-best.’

Ever get the feelin’ you’ve seen 
this movie before, yes..1930 in Ger-
many. PBS has a great documen-
tary playing now called “The Rise of 
the Nazis,” when you watch it you 
won’t believe the parallels between 
Hitler’s followers and the GOP true 
believers…truth should hurt them 
but it’s water off a ducks back.

Take heart conservatives you 
aren’t lost as Donald’s mega rich are 
discussing buying Newsmax from 
a Donald mega-supporter to give 
him an outlet for more garbage, 
filth & hate..bye FOX, you weren’t 
facist enough. Interesting parallel, 
some of the wealthiest families in 
pre-war Germany were Jewish and 
thought they could buy safety…

Collectively Asia just signed the 
largest trade pact..ever; and it ex-
cludes us. Why does that matter..
Trump pulled out of an Asian trade 
pact (TPP) that didn’t include Chi-
na. What are we doing..tariffs, ever 
wonder who pays for the GOP’s 
categorical total lack of positive 
trade actions..it’s you, me, every 
American..not to worry think of it 
as a GOP donation…still got your 
MAGA hat..hey, wear it. 

David Blake

Election
Dear Editor:

A sincere thank you to all of you 

here locally that worked on the 
election. Voting is a right of our 
nation and all of you made that 
possible. 

Beverly Compton

Vaccine delivery
Dear Editor:

Just a thought:
What if the richest man in 

TheWorld and King of sending 
stuff, JeffBezos used just some of 
his billion$ to dispense the upcom-
ing C-19 vaccine — bet it wouldn’t 
take as long as predicted to distrib-
ute if Amazon delivered it. 

Addi Greer

Gray wolves
Dear Editor:

Just a note thanking the Pagosa 
Sun, staff writer Simone Moun-
samy, science teacher Heather 
Miller and her students and the 
recent great article by staff from 
CPW for their efforts to educate 
Pagosa residents regarding the 
reintroduction of gray wolves on 
western slope lands. Wolves are 
an amazing apex predator and a 
species that can adapt to most any 
environment because of their high 
intelligence and close interactions 
as family and pack members. I 
have had the opportunity to study 
these animals with researchers in 
Yellowstone and my heart skipped 
a beat watching them in the wild 
there. These animals will truly 
bring the wild back into our wild 
lands. One big concern, in order 
for the reintroduction to work well, 
CPW staff will have to very carefully 
manage the packs that establish 
themselves in the Weminuche and 
South San Juan Wilderness areas. I 
would expect some serious culling 
of pack sizes to keep a balanced 
food supply for the wolves. The re-
ality is these animals are ferocious 
hunters and can be a real problem 
for our livestock and other domes-
tics if they become habituated. I 
personally never had a problem in 
Yellowstone or any of the northern 
areas where wolves reside while in 
the backcountry. I was however 
attacked once in camp by a wild 
dog pack — not wolves. That was 
quite an experience. So with good 
public input based on science and 
very careful management with the 
financial support to back that up it 
will be an interesting experience for 
all of us. I look forward to a wilder 
future. 

Bob Lecour

Thanksgiving, 
police and 
demonstrations
Dear Editor:

As Thanksgiving approaches, 
this year I would like to express 
my thanks to our local city police, 
the Sheriff people and the State 
Patrol troopers, with one caveat. 
This is my opinion, with made-up 
data. I do believe that for eight to 
12 hours a day, 95% of the day, 
law enforcement do their job with 
the greatest respect for the people 
they work with, be it other staff, 
the general public and people that 
they may need to impose authority. 
They do this knowing that at any 
moment they may need to jump 
into action, and possibly put their 
life on the line. They help us with 
neighborhood disputes, horrible 
car accidents that no one should 
have to see, help up when our 
loved one become mentally and 
dangerously unstable and finally 
when our loved ones pass at home. 
I have had casual discussions with 
staff, and people who have been 
arrested and I have seen their ad-
ministrator’s in community meet-
ings. They reflect the highest level 
of integrity. If I could multiple my 
thanks by a thousand I would place 
it in these words. Ninety-five per-
cent of these people readily show 
these outstanding characteristics 
that I personally believe I cannot 
hold a candle to. The other 5% is 
the issue. Perhaps 1% may be a 
bully who might even kill knowing 

that they can get away with it. The 
other 4% have adrenal moments 
who would do anything to change 
a their behavior in an unfortunate 
split second. A few years I went deer 
hunting in Salida with a caution-
ary warning from my brother not 
to shoot in any direction near a 
house. In a moment of excitement, 
I took two shots (almost certain 
the shots went into the ground); in 
that moment, I ignored my reason 
and logic. I think most hunters can 
reflect back on a shot they should 
not have taken. So too with police 
who are like us, not superheroes. 
We do have good legislation to 
protect that 4% of police in those 
types of moments … but that other 
1% know that they will likely get off. 
The need is not so much to change 
the legislation completely but to 
tweak it, so the thought of long-
term prison term is a possibility 
when someone pulls out a pistol. 
I know this is added stress to the 
already daily-stressed police, but 
it is human lives are on the line. 
Thank you again to support staff 
and front line police in Archuleta 
County, you all may our lives so 
much better. 

John R. Lopez

Thanks for the 
memories
Dear Editor:

Thankful — The old timers and 
newcomers 20 years later after 
drive to P.S. for my first time — my 
wonderful “Memories” are of the 
wonderful people of Pagosa (and 
beautiful bike trails and backcoun-
try horse riding) … Ron Gustafson 
called me after reading the articall 
on my adventures this past issue 
and how he recalled the “Share 
the Bounty of the Sea” meals I had 
prepared for him and Cindy after 
my returns in the fall.

So Yes, my travels and adven-
tures were many.

But my thankful heartfelt mem-
ories are of my 20 years “Home” in 
P.S. when not away … so thank you 
all for giving me these beautiful life 
well lived memories to reflect on, 
during this self distancing covid 
summer.

So many to mention, but here 
are a handful, Ron & Cindy, John & 
Ann, Lola & Steve, Diamond Dave 
& Kathy, I Love Pagosa. Paul Nobles, 
“Old Dad” Paul Day, Vimmy the 

truck loading produce, dancing to 
Tim Sullivan, High Rollers, D.C., 
Bob Hemenger and many bands, 
ect, ect. Thanks for the Memories.

Robin Love

Election 
thoughts
Dear Editor:

Some thoughts on the election. 
Hickenlooper has stated he does 
not want to be a U.S. Senator. Why 
the world would you vote for some-
one who doesn’t want the job?

The fake news is been calling Joe 
Biden president-elect. Since when 
does the media get to name the 
next president? I thought the vot-
ers did that. Joe is the presumed 
President-elect and won’t be Presi-
dent-elect until the 50 states certify 
the election results by December 
14th. Since when does the big cities 
on the Eastern slope get to dictate 
where the gray wolves will be in-
troduced? Not in their backyard. 
The gray wolves should be placed 
in the Denver peoples backyards 
if they want them so bad. At least 
the wolves will give the Western 
slope ranchers something to shoot 
at. Yes, K Muth, this could also be 
called bullying.

John Meyer

Wolf plan
Dear Editor:

Proposition 114, the Ballot Ini-
tiative providing for introduction 
of Wolves upon designated lands 
west of the Continental Divide, was 
passed by Colorado voters Novem-
ber 3rd, 2020.

By December 31, 2023 the Colo-
rado Parks and Wildlife Commis-
sion is obligated to hold statewide 
hearings to acquire information to 
be considered in developing a Wolf 
Management Plan. Such plan shall 
include scientific, economic and 
social considerations.

This is good because then We, 
the people, can be involved in 
identifying all of the aspects that 
a Wolf population might bring to 
Colorado. Consequently, a great 
number of current wildlife man-
agement policies must be exam-
ined and reviewed. 

The outcome of this process 
should be a greater understand-
ing, appreciation and respect for 

n See Letters A4
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government

80 County Road 600,  Pagosa Springs

Tiffany Martin
Branch Operations
Manager

Deposit Products

Call Tiffany today at 970-731-4701.

Checking Accounts • Savings Accounts
Commercial Checking Accounts
Insured Money Market Accounts

Certificates of Deposit
Let Tiffany put her 20 years of banking experience to
work helping you with your consumer banking needs!

NMLS #421822
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Tiffany Martin
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experience to work helping you with your

checking, savings and other consumer banking needs!

NMLS #421822

970-731-4701
80 County Road 600
Pagosa Springs, CO

www.rgsla.com
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Prescription 
Drug Plan 
Open Enrollment

Medicare
Open Enrollment is Oct. 15 to Dec. 7

This is your opportunity to continue with your 
current prescription drug plan or 

choose a new prescription drug plan.
Let us help you evaluate your options.

Understand your options • Make informed choices
Know your rights • Save money

Call us at 970-403-2165 to schedule 
your appointment with a Medicare counselor

San Juan Basin 
Area Agency on Aging
264-0501

EXCAVATION WORK THAT MAKES THE GRADE

DRIVEWAYS • FOUNDATIONS • PONDS • BACKFILLING
FILL DIRT & GRAVEL HAULING • SEPTIC SYSTEMS • UTILITY WORK

Schedule 

your project 

today!

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160)  • (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

H Got Gold? Get Cash! H
Turn your old, broken jewelry 

into CASH TODAY
We buy gold, 

silver, guns, 

ammo and 
more.

Need $100? Need $5,000? 
Come see us now!

$ CASH LOANS $
Short-term loans based on collateral only, we take collateral on the following:

Cars • Trucks • Trailers • ATVs • Motorcycles 
Guns • Gold • Jewelry • Silver & More

Don’t get caught by fall,
give us a call
for all your project needs.
Equipment for all

Log splitters • Air compressors
Man lifts for winter prep • Sewer snakes 

Professional-grade carpet cleaners
See our full line of equipment on

pinevalleyrental.com
Shop local for your equipment rental needs

305 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

all species.
Looking forward to the process,

Dick Ray, former Colorado 
wildlife commissioner

Posse Comitatus
Dear Editor:

I read in the online version of the 
New York times how one of Trump’s 
appointees, the manager of Gov-
ernment resources does not ac-
knowledge the election of President 
elect Biden, refusing to set up office 
space and resources for the set-
ting up of a transition team. I have 
also read that Trump has fired his 
Secretary of Defense for refusing to 
use active duty forces to keep him 
in office, claiming election fraud, 
without evidence of such. This 
is in direct violation of the Posse 
Comitatus Act, enacted in 1878, 
forbade the use of the US Army, and 
through it, it’s offspring the US Air 
Force, as a Posse Comitatus or for 
law enforcement purposes without 
the approval of Congress. (18 U.S.C. 
§ 1385”)

Then, “In 2013, a directive from 

the US Secretary of Defense directly 
addresses this issue: it prohibits the 
use of the Army, Navy, Air Force 
and Marine Corps for domestic 
law enforcement. (Department of 
Defense Directive 5525.5)”

It’s quite obvious that Trump 
believes that there has been fraud 
or a crime, without evidence to 
support this claim, and as such 
believes there has been a felony, or 
a broken law. He wants to use the 
military to enforce said law so that 
he can remain in office, without the 
approval of Congress. I doubt very 
seriously that will happen.

Despite the fact that he fired his 
present Secretary of Defense for re-
fusing to do as he wishes, it will be 
impossible, Commander in Chief, 
or not, to order such law enforce-
ment of his claim by usage of the 
federal military. The refusal by the 
Secretary of Defense was correct 
and brave. There are too many 
regulations besides the above 
stated Act that prohibit it. Not 
only that, but there isn’t a military 
commander in our Armed Forces 
that will comply. Just his ordering it 

makes him guilty of treason, which 
is the only federal law that allows 
for capital punishment. 

Doug Roberts

Health care in 
the early days
Dear Editor:

As a teenager, my Great-Grand-
father on my mother’s side was 
brought to this country by his Un-
cle, a Jesuit Priest, seeking religious 
freedom. They practiced their faith 
with respect for all others. When 
his daughter, my grandmother 
married a Presbyterian and joined 
his church, her father blessed the 
marriage. They recognized the 
goodness in each and there was 
never a problem. One of his sons, 
Uncle Raub, served as a Medic in 
Cuba during the Spanish American 
war, 1898. I have his picture, reins 
in hand, a-top his horse-drawn 
ambulance — no sirens, they used 
bugles back then.

I also have the family health care 
book published in 1870 as our 
country was recovering from the 

Civil War. Written by A.W. Chase, 
M.D., who earned his medical de-
gree from the University of Michi-
gan, it is titled: “Practical Recipes” 
and in the Preface, he made the 
following statement, which I found 
to be very challenging for us today: 
“We learn to live by living to learn”. 
Hmmmm

The book is filled with Chapters 
of home recipes to treat all kinds of 
ailments along with other advice 
for living. He opened his Medical 
Chapter with the following warn-
ing: “whenever you buy an article 
of medicine which is not regularly 
labeled by the Druggist, have him, 
in all cases, write the name upon 
it. Arsenic, phosphorus, laudanum, 
acids should always be put where 
children cannot get at them. And 
always purchase the best quality 
of drugs to insure success.”

That was health care in the early 
days — most mixed their own 
“recipes” to get well. Research has 
done wonderful things since then 
as many have “lived to learn”.

Happy Thanksgiving.
Patty Tillerson

Letters

David William Pokorney, aka 
“Diamond Dave,” was born on 
March 5, 1950, in Grand Island, 
Neb., to Bill 
a n d  Je a n n e 
Pokorney, of 
Revanna. Af-
ter a tragic ac-
cident in 1960 
taking the lives 
of his parents 
a n d  t w o  o f 
his siblings, 
D a v e  a n d 
his  younger 
brother, Dan, 
were raised in Revanna, Neb., by 
their loving grandparents, Sherman 
and Nellie Stickney. 

Dave was a self-made man, had 
an entrepreneurial spirit, was an 
accomplished musician and civic-
minded soul. He lived life on “His 
Terms” and never lost his faith in 

the Lord. 
In 1982, he met his best friend 

and love of his life, Kathy Butler. 
They married in 1988 and they 
navigated life, health, her educa-
tion and his childhood trauma 
together for 38 years. 

He loved his children, Kevin, 
Kemper and Tabatha, and was 
thankful that at the right point 
in his and their lives he was able 
to have a relationship with them 
and their families. He adored his 
grandchildren, Anastacia, Victor, 
Sidney, Samantha and Bo. Even 
though it was mostly from afar, 
they were always on his mind and 
in his heart. 

In 1993, he and Kathy moved to 
their favorite vacation destina-
tion, Pagosa Springs, Colo., and 
the legacy of Diamond Dave was 
born. He opened Diamond Dave’s 
Steakhouse and the Diamond 

Mine Lounge and was elated that 
so many friendships with him and 
between others were cultivated. 
As the owner of Diamond Dave’s 
Jewelry and Pawn, later to become 
Diamond Dave’s Guns and Ammo, 
he was able to help those less fortu-
nate, surround himself in gold and 
diamonds, and help the local law 
enforcement solve several cases. 
Oh, the stories he could tell!

It was his dream to retire with 
the love of his life, Dr. Kathy Po-
korney, in Phoenix, Ariz. On Oct. 
10, 2020, he made another dream 
come true. On Nov. 10, 2020, he 
was called by the Lord to be with 
the family he had longed for for 60 
years, as well as, all of those in his 
life that had gone before him. 

Those that knew him his entire 
life and those that met him along 
the way, know that he was pas-
sionate/compassionate, and I 

am sure he pushed you past the 
limits of what you dreamed were 
possible and in some cases, good 
for you!

Heartfelt gratitude goes out to 
all of our family and friends for 
the outpouring of love and sup-
port. There is comfort in knowing 
how much he meant to so many. 
A celebration of life will be held 
in Arizona in December and in 
the spring/summer, celebrations 
will be arranged in Pagosa Springs 
and Revanna, Neb. Donations in 
his honor can be made to Mid 
Rio Grande Homeschool Band 
by contacting Kathy Pokorney at 
drkp1957@gmail.com.

Rest in peace and pain free, my 
dear Dave. For all of you, hold the 
hand of the ones you love because 
you never know when it will be 
the end. God Bless you all. Kathy 
Pokorney.

David William Pokorney: ‘Diamond Dave’

Obituary

WIC program helps address food insecurity during COVID-19
By Jenny Howell
San Juan Basin Public Health

In challenging times like the one 
we are experiencing due to the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, 
the Women, Infants, and Children 
(WIC) program proves to be cru-
cially important for the well-being 
of families.

WIC is a program of SJBPH with 
services available in La Plata, 
Archuleta and San Juan (Colorado) 
counties. WIC agencies across the 
state provide eligible families with 
debit cards to buy preselected 
healthy foods, nutrition and breast-
feeding education, and referrals 
to other community resources for 
low-income mothers and children. 

WIC has been a pillar of healthy 
food access for low-income fami-
lies for over 40 years, a program 
offered at SJBPH for over 19 years. 
Over that time, the Colorado WIC 
program has evolved to include 
more food choices at the grocery 
store, telephone and online educa-

tion options, remotely managed 
debit cards and the WIC Shopper 
App. The technological adaptations 
have allowed WIC to continue op-
erating seamlessly during this time 
of social distancing, easily enroll-
ing newly eligible mothers as well 
as families experiencing income 
reduction related to the economic 
impacts of COVID-19.

Living in a rural community can 
be incredibly rewarding, but is not 
without costs. Food insecurity, 
defined as lack of access to enough 
food to meet one’s basic needs, is 
just one of the issues faced by some 
of the people SJBPH serves, along 
with others like transportation, 
access to health care and a lack 
of affordable housing. Not having 
enough food to eat is a concern for 
12 percent of the residents in both 
Archuleta and La Plata counties. 
Poverty is the main reason people 
face the inability to access nutri-
tious food. 

With food insecurity as an issue 
for many families in our region, the 

COVID-19 outbreak has put more 
demands on families who may 
need additional support at this 
time. With many local residents 
experiencing job loss, having to 
care for out-of-school children at 
home and facing other constraints 
posed by the pandemic, accessing 
enough healthy food has become 
more challenging. The benefits of 
the WIC program during times like 
this can mean a lot to a family try-
ing to keep food on the table. 

WIC focuses on teaching proper 
nutrition habits early, starting in 
pregnancy and early childhood, 
and has been shown to improve 
nutrition and health for both moth-
ers and children. This focus on 
childhood nutrition is particularly 
crucial now, as many families may 
be faced with a reduction of food 
supports from school and more 
challenges related to safe shopping 
with kids in tow. 

Every family deserves healthy, 
affordable foods and WIC contin-
ues to decrease barriers families 

face in getting those foods to their 
table and proves to be a key sup-
port in maintaining the health and 
well-being for families who may 
be particularly impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

For more information on the 
WIC program, visit sjbpublichealth.
org/wic. Mothers are eligible to 
participate in the WIC program if 
they are pregnant, breastfeeding 
and/or if they have a child under 
the age of 5. Fathers, foster parents 
and other caregivers are encour-
aged to participate in WIC, too.

Jenny Howell is the WIC program 
manager at San Juan Basin Public 
Health.

Register now for January blood drive
By Sharee Grazda 
Special to The SUN

The next community blood 
drive will be Jan. 26, 2021, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Centerpoint 
Church. 

You can register for that event 
now at https://bloodhero.com/
index.cfm?group=op&step=2&o
pid=946486&opidh=4A58B8775
49AEDDE28B0F19CC3E53B40&i
dt=44151.4515509. 

You may also contact Diane 
Levison at dianeunheard@gmail.
com and she will make the ap-
pointment that best suits your 
schedule. 

Our sincere thanks go out to our 
generous Pagosa Springs commu-
nity for the incredible turnout for 
the blood drive on Nov. 5.

There were 40 appointments 
and walk-in donors, which re-
sulted in 39 units of blood being 
donated.

Birth
 The following is the September 

birth with parents from Pagosa 
Springs as reported by Mercy Re-
gional Medical Center:

Silas Daxton, Heather Haynie, 9 
pounds, 1 ounce, 5:45 p.m., Sept. 
10.

Parents are invited to submit 
photos of their baby and an of-
ficial announcement to editor@
pagosasun.com to be printed in 
the newspaper.



Call by Monday 11/23 
to place your order 264-9348

Open Thanksgiving Day 7 am to 11 am

238 Pagosa Street
www.pagosabakingcompany.com

Thanksgiving
Pies & Desserts

traditional or unconventional
Pumpkin, Bourbon Pecan, Apple, 

Pear Cranberry Crumb Pie 
and Pumpkin Roulade with Rum Cream & Pistachios

Cookies designed for the season
Artisan Breads & Rolls

Specialties, Gifts & Local Gourmet Products
Brie in Brioche, Mini Sweet Breads, 

Gift Baskets, & more

Thanksgiving
at Pagosa 
Baking Company
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Quantities Are Limited!
Reserve Your Turkey Today!

$30ea

$$448989
per pound

Smoked an additional

Call (970) 731-MEAT (6328) for pick-up 
19 Navajo Trial Dr. 

(At the corner of North Pagosa Blvd. and Navajo Trail Dr.) 

Boneless 
Prime Rib

$$19199999
per 
pound

ON SPECIAL

- Pagosa’s Only -

FRESH, ALL-NATURAL, FREE-RANGE 

TURKEYS
Place Your 

Order Today!

THE CARE YOU DESERVE, IN THE MOUNTAINS YOU LOVE.     
970.731.3700  |  95 S. Pagosa Blvd. |  pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org  |  

Members of the Wolf Creek Ski Team presented Pagosa Springs 
Medical Center with a homemade ski plaque to show their gratitude 
for PSMC’s continued sponsorship, supporting Pagosa Springs 
young athletes. 

Pictured:
Dr. Rhonda Webb, CEO of PSMC, Lilly Buchner and Isabelle Ratcliff

3821 E Highway 160
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
(970)507-3156

"Ole Miner's Tonight"
New Winter Menu

Après Ski : Open 1 pm
Join Us for Fondue Fun

(Closed on Sundays)

Reservations Available Online At...
www.OleMiners.com/reservations

Business
Additional funding available for restaurant winter outdoor seating
By Mary Jo Coulehan
Pagosa Springs Area 
Chamber of Commerce

The Colorado Outdoor Winter 
Dining Grant Program assists 
Colorado-based restaurants that 
are experiencing financial hardship 
because of the COVID-19 crisis and 
state and local regulations limiting 
the number of customers in indoor 
spaces. 

Recipients must use the grant 
funds to purchase items needed to 
maintain outdoor dining spaces for 
patrons during colder weather. The 
maximum amount awarded will 
be $10,000. In all circumstances, 
grants from the program will be 
made only to help pay for limited 
types of eligible expenses, which 
include but are not limited to: 
architectural or design fees, con-

struction materials and contractor 
fees, tents, heaters and/or heating 
equipment or expenses related to 
heating, furniture, lighting, snow 
removal, safety measures/equip-
ment, cold-weather gear for staff 
or patrons, and other expenses 
directly related to your outdoor 
dining program. 

Projects completed after Aug. 1, 
projects in process or planned 
projects that will be completed by 
Jan. 15 are eligible to apply. Proof 
of hardship — special priority will 
be given to businesses that can 
show a year-over-year revenue loss 
of more than 40 percent. Any res-
taurant that can show a loss of 20 
percent or more will be considered. 
Corporate-owned chain locations 
are not eligible. Franchisees are 
welcome to apply. 

For grant awardees, half of the 

funding will be distributed upon 
notification of the award. Final 
funding (second half) depends on 
submission of a photo of the com-
pleted space plus receipts for all 
eligible expenses. The next round 
of applications opens on Nov. 30 
and are due Dec. 11. Interested ap-
plicants should go to https://coout-
doordining.org/colorado-winter-
outdoor-grants-application/ for the 
full list of criteria and guidelines. 

Another reminder for our busi-
ness community, not only for res-
taurants, is that the Town of Pagosa 
Springs also has a COVID Relief 
Fund Program. 

Similar to the state program, 
local businesses may apply to the 
Town of Pagosa Springs for reim-
bursements up to $7,500. The reim-
bursements include tents, heaters, 
building adjustments, awnings, 

or other COVID-related needs 
such as hand sanitizer, disposable 
menus, phone apps for menus or 
online shopping, etc. This is also 
a reimbursable program, not an 
advancement program. 

The anticipated deadline for this 
program is Nov. 30, so time is run-
ning short for businesses to file 
their applications. Go to https://
www.pagosasprings.co.gov/ and 
then click on the Pagosa Springs 
Coronavirus Relief Fund Program 
link. 

You must have receipts to back 
up your application in either of 
the programs. Don’t leave money 
on the table. These programs are 
here to help our business commu-
nity offset some of the economic 
hardships that are being incurred 
in order for your business to stay 
afloat. Don’t miss your opportunity. 

By Stephani Burditt
Region 9 Economic Development 
District of Southwest Colorado

Tiny homes are growing in 
popularity due to their affordabil-
ity, mobility, simplicity and our 
region’s changing demographic 
trends. 

Join the Region 9 Economic 
Development District of Southwest 
Colorado for a free and interactive 
presentation around tiny home 
developments. 

Hear lessons learned from Bob 
Lieb, the developer behind Es-

calante Village, located in Durango 
and the region’s first tiny home 
community. 

Join us Wednesday, Dec. 2, from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. and learn the 
“good, bad and even the un-
knowns” to tiny home develop-
ment on your property. Lieb was 
a La Plata County commissioner 
from 2000-2008. 

To receive a registration link to 
this event, please contact Region 
9 at laura@scan.org or steph@
scan.org. To register directly, go to 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_mErTf-AcRHSJPKAT1A0-DQ.

Region 9 to host tiny 
home Q-and-A session

Pagosa Lodge denied second freestanding sign by town planning commission
By Chris Mannara
Staff Writer

During a Nov. 10 meeting, a sign 
variance application was denied 
for the addition of a second free-
standing sign for the Best West-
ern Pagosa Lodge by the Town of 
Pagosa Springs Planning Commis-
sion and the applicant was advised 
to submit a revised sign variance 
application.

The freestanding sign would al-
low more signage for the hotel’s 
logo and would be internally il-
luminated; however, the current 
Land Use and Development Code 
(LUDC) standards allow for just 
one freestanding sign per property, 
according to Senior Planner Cindy 
Schultz.

“This is a slightly unusual situa-

tion in that it’s actually comprised 
of two individual properties that 
are, for all intents and purposes, 
operating as one,” Schultz said.

Schultz added that she had not 
received any clarification from 
Archuleta County as to why the 
property is separate parcels.

Both of the freestanding signs 
that are proposed for the property 
are going to go on the same prop-
erty and would not be on separate 
parcels, Schultz explained, adding 
that the town would like to see both 
parcels become consolidated into 
one at some point in the develop-
ment process.

“There is significant frontage on 
this property. It is 840 linear feet. 
The way that we allocate signage 
for a sign program is by linear 
foot. Each linear foot equates to 

1 square foot of total signage, but 
the maximum allowed for any one 
freestanding sign is 100 square feet 
in this particular district,” Schultz 
said.

According to agenda documen-
tation, the dimensions for the sign 
are 18 feet, 3 inches high with a 
pedestal base of 12 feet and the sign 
itself is about 65 square feet.

The sign will be double-sided 
with identical sign faces, and the 
base is not calculated in the sig-
nage area, agenda documentation 
further notes.

“The existing sign now that says 
Best Western, if you recall, there is 
a message center at the bottom. 
Currently that is covered with 
banner material for the Pagosa 
Wellness Group,” she said. “At some 
point they will remove that lower 
panel and move that inset sign, 
the Best Western sign, down into 
that space.”

The second sign would be a sign 
for the new lodging establishment, 
Schultz noted.

According to agenda documen-
tation, the sign would be for a 
Holiday Inn.

Given that there is a significant 
amount of frontage, the town has 
no concerns over having a second 
sign on the property, Schultz ex-
plained.

However, staff has questions on 
what will be included on the direc-
tory sign, she added.

According to Schultz, the ap-
proval criteria for a sign variance 
involve things such as unique 
physical circumstances or condi-
tions of the location.

If the variance is granted, the 

sign cannot alter the “essential 
character” of the neighborhood 
or district in which it’s located and 
will afford relief and has the “least 
modifications possible,” Schultz 
noted.

Elizabeth Boone with Reynolds 
Ash and Associates, who is the ap-
plicant for the variance, explained 
during the meeting that the hotel 
franchise’s requirements regarding 
signs is what is driving the request 
for the sign variance.

“The franchise does not want 
their sign to be featured adjacent 
to any other signage,” Boone said. 

CK Patel, the building owner, 
explained that there are going to 
be six other tenants of the building, 
thus the need for the tenant sign.

Planning commission member 
Jeff Posey indicated that most of 
the signs around that location are 
made of stone or wood and that 
this sign, being made of alumi-
num, could be considered out of 
character with the neighborhood 
or district that it is in.

“With respect to material sign 
n See Sign A6
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$2449

264-2749
M-F 9AM TO 11PM 
SUNDAY 9AM TO 10 PM
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160 • East Pagosa Springs

$1
o� er ends 
11/30/20

Spirit of the Month
Maker’s Mark

o� er ends 
11/30/20

Clip ‘n Save 10% OFF Wines & Liquors
*OFF 750ML & 1.75L BOTTLES* NON-SALE ITEMS ONLY. NO BEER.

Wine of 
the Month
Bogle
750 ml o� er ends 

11/30/20

o� er ends 
11/30/20

$999

750 ml

Carolans 
Irish 
Cream, 1.75 L

6 packs
OFF

Beer of the Month
Upslope Brewing Co.

$1999

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Sat 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

FOODS • SUPPLEMENTS • SALAD BAR

at JOYs Natural Foods 
117 Navajo Trail Dr. Ste T. • 970-731-1500

right behind Boss Hogg’s Restaurant

Support 
Local!

Debbie Loewen, Broker Associate
debbie@teampagosa.com • (970) 946-3480
TEAM PAGOSA REALTY GROUP
2839 Cornerstone Drive, Unit 4 North
www.OwnPagosa.com • (970) 731-8599 office

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year

Call me today for a free market analysis.

The beginning of being 
happy is being grateful

Thank you, Pagosa Springs, for supporting me 
in my fifth year of real estate!

HOLIDAY EVENT
Four-day Four-day 

458 Pagosa Street 
Downtown Pagosa Springs

footprintspagosa.com 
970-264-3668

Store-wide 25% OFF all full-priced items
PLUS an additional 5% OFF any sale-priced item

Come any day - Wed., Nov. 18 to Sat., Nov. 21
10:30 am to 5 pm

Our Holiday Event has to be different this year. Please help us 
by wearing your mask and social distancing with other people 

in the store. Thank you for your consideration.

Happy Holidays 
to All!

Operation 
Christmas Child
2020 Drop-Off 
Center Schedule

Monday, Nov. 16 ..................1-3 PM
Tuesday, Nov. 17 .................1-3 PM
Wednesday, Nov. 18 ...........1-3 PM
Thursday, Nov. 19 ...............1-3 PM
Friday, Nov. 20 ....................1-3 PM
Saturday, Nov. 21 ...............1-3 PM
Sunday, Nov. 22 ..................1-3 PM
Monday, Nov. 23 .......8 AM-10 AM

CrossRoad Christian FellowshipCrossRoad Christian Fellowship
1044 Park Avenue, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

(next door to the Recreation Center)
970-731-4384

Fill boxes with LOVE and spread JOYFill boxes with LOVE and spread JOY

Charlotte P. Yochem
Attorney*

Straightforward Estate Planning
Wills, Powers Of  Attorney, Directives

charlotte@yochemlaw.com
512-529-6288

Pagosa Springs, Colorado
*Licensed to Practice Law in Colorado and Texas

San Juan Basin Public Health Executive Director Liane Jollon 
nominated for Outstanding Government Service Award
Sen. Michael Bennet’s office

Colorado U.S. Sen. Michael Ben-
net announced he has nominated 
Liane Jollon, executive director 
of San Juan Basin Public Health 
(SJBPH) and past president of the 
Colorado Association of Local Pub-
lic Health Officials (CALPHO), for 
the American Medical Association’s 
(AMA) Dr. Nathan Davis Awards for 
Outstanding Government Service. 

Named for the founder of the 
AMA, the awards recognize elected 
officials and career public servants 
for significant contributions to the 
advancement of public health.

“Since the beginning of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, Jollon has been 
a critical part of the public health 
response in southwest Colorado. 
She has been a calm, informed, 
and resourceful leader, advocating 
not just for her region, but for every 
other public health agency across 
the state. Jollon has the marks of a 
true leader — the ability to main-
tain hope, weather setbacks, and 
maintain good humor, in the face 
of what seems an endless crisis,” 
said Bennet. “Jollon has earned the 
trust of Coloradans, and the fierce 
loyalty and respect of her staff. 
She has displayed the leadership 
and scientific integrity that 2020 
demanded. In recognition of her 
exemplary work as a leader in pub-
lic health, I am thrilled to nominate 

her for this award.”
“Liane has been a stand-out 

leader both locally and in the state 
of Colorado during this COVID-19 
pandemic,” said SJBPH Board of 
Health President Ann Bruzzese. 
“Early on, Liane led with humility 
helping all the local leaders get 
comfortable acknowledging that 
they will have to lead through CO-
VID-19 with many unknowns; at 
the same time, Liane set the early 
example for all to follow the data 
and facts.”

“Liane truly has a way of fiercely 
fighting for critical resources that 

many smaller communities often 
lack, yet, she does so with the type 
of passion that yields results,” said 
Silver Thread Public Health District 
Director Tara Hardy. “If anyone 
deserves recognition for exemplary 
leadership in public health not just 
during this crisis, but throughout 
her career, it is Liane Jollon.”

“As the public health director for 
a health district that serves two 
counties and four municipali-
ties, Liane’s innate ability to think 
strategically while acting tactically 
has ensured that the citizens of 
the health district have clearly ar-
ticulated guidance to protect them-
selves, and others, as we respond 
to the COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
La Plata County Manager Noel C. 
“Chuck” Stevens. “Liane challenges 
all members of the community at 
large to think critically, act cre-
atively and challenge the status 
quo in developing solutions to the 
myriad problem sets that present 
because of the pandemic.”

“Good leaders, which I believe 
exist throughout our commu-
nity, need great leadership in 
crisis. Thankfully, that is what 
Liane Jollon has delivered for our 
community, exceptional com-
munity leadership under the most 
difficult of circumstances,” said 
Tom Stritikus, president of Fort 
Lewis College. “Managing a global 
pandemic is a 24/7 task and Ms. 

Jollon’s commitment to our com-
munity is unrivaled. There is no 
call, no concern, no question she 
will not take.”

After spending the first 15 years 
of her career in the nonprofit sec-
tor, Jollon left to earn her nursing 
degree. She joined SJBPH as a clinic 
nurse and quickly demonstrated 
deep understanding of public 
health issues and leadership abili-
ties. In 2013, she was named ex-
ecutive director of SJBPH. In 2019, 
she was selected as the president 
of CALPHO and helped lead Colo-
rado’s public health response to 
the pandemic from this position 
as well.

Bennet and his office have 
worked with Jollon and other state 
and local public health leaders 
throughout the pandemic. In May, 
Jollon joined Bennet and other 
leaders for a discussion about the 
need for a national health force to 
bolster public health efforts and 
put Coloradans back to work. In 
July, Bennet met with Jollon and 
CALPHO board members to hear 
about local response efforts and 
take feedback on how Washington 
can help. In early October, Bennet 
joined Jollon for a meeting with 
Archuleta County leadership where 
he heard about how the pandemic 
and economic downturn is putting 
tremendous strain on their com-
munities.

Liane Jollon

County, SJBPH discusses use of COVID-19 funds, 
operational improvements and affordable septic permits
By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

At the Archuleta County Board 
of County Commissioners’ work 
session held Nov. 2, the board 
heard from Liane Jollon, executive 
director of San Juan Basin Public 
Health (SJBPH). Jollon spoke about 
the allocation of COVID-19 relief 
funding. 

“We are sitting in a very good 
spot here and the economic re-
covery is exceeding state expecta-
tions,” Jollon said. 

However, the problem that 
SJBPH is concerned with is that the 
state is expecting to see a surge in 
cases and that Archuleta County 
will be late to the trend. 

This poses an issue with the 
recent allocation of $79,000 and 
how it will be used, according to 
Jollon. 

She explained that “front-load-
ing” the 2021 costs with these 
funds doesn’t exactly solve the 
2021 problem. The possibility of a 
vaccine being released could have 
an effect on how the county and 
SJBPH choose to spend the funds. 

Along with Jollon, the commis-
s i o n e r s  s p o k e  a b o u t  b e i n g 
“stretched out” with COVID-19 re-
lief funds. SJBPH recently decided 
to cut funding for six programs in 
order to cover costs needed to deal 
with the impacts of COVID-19. 

With elections taking place that 
week, the commissioners and Jol-
lon expressed that there is uncer-
tainty about how or if the federal 
government will continue to pro-
vide COVID-19 relief funds. 

“Let’s do every safety precaution 
that we’re asked to do and maintain 

a forward progress in trying to get 
things done and protect our com-
munity, so we don’t have a future 
surge … I don’t want to go through 
another shutdown,” Commissioner 
Ronnie Maez said.

Operational improvements
The board brought up concerns 

about local SJBPH office hours, to 
which Jollon explained that the of-
fice in Pagosa Springs is open. 

Another topic that Maez high-
lighted in the discussion was the 
term limits and restrictions to be 
placed on the SJBPH board mem-
bers. 

The county requested the board 
members of SJBPH have term lim-
its of two consecutive four-year 
terms, not to exceed a total of eight 
years. 

Archuleta County would also 
like to have the board members 
of SJBPH be allowed to have an 
alternate appointee with voting 
privileges. 

Commissioner Steve Wadley 
spoke to concerns about the trans-
parency of the SJBPH budget in 
regard to what is being spent spe-
cifically for Archuleta County. 

According to Maez, SJBPH has 
previously combined its budget 
with La Plata and Archuleta coun-
ties. 

Wadley expressed concerns over 
this by stating he is unsure if 
Archuleta County is receiving its 
fair share of services provided for 
the amount of money that has been 
allocated to SJBPH from Archuleta 
County. 

Jollon’s response to these con-
cerns was that SJBPH is open to 
reviewing and changing policies in 

and revenues for the septic permit 
and inspection services provided 
to Archuleta County. In addition, 
SJBPH will provide an action plan 
to reduce fees and improve services 
to users.”

Affordable septic permits
In an interview with Jollon, she 

explained that SJBPH is looking 
into how the organization can get 
the cost of septic permits down in 
Archuleta County. 

Currently, a new on-site waste-
water treatment system (OWTS) 
permit costs over $1,000 depend-
ing on which specific permit is 
required. 

Jollon stated that SJBPH is will-
ing to explore different options 
in order to cut the costs of these 
permits.

“We are happy to continue to 
look at it and make the permitting 
process more affordable,” she said. 

Colorado’s state regulation No. 
43 establishes “minimum stan-
dards for the location, design, 
construction, performance, instal-
lation, alteration and use of OWTS 
within the state of Colorado.” 

According to Jollon, SJBPH 
adopts rules that comply with these 
minimum standards and imple-
ments them for their district. 

The regulation also states, “The 
jurisdiction of any local health 
agency extends over all unincorpo-
rated areas and over all municipal 
corporations within the territorial 
limits of the county or the coun-
ties comprising the district public 
health agency, but not over the 
territory of any municipal corpora-
tion that maintains its own public 
health agency.”

Jollon reiterated that this is 
something SJBPH is open to hav-
ing conversations about and it is 
willing to find ways to make the 
OWTS permitting process more 
affordable. 

clayton@pagosasun.com

order to reflect a more transparent 
budget with Archuleta County.

Another topic of discussion was 
the process in which SJBPH ap-
points its board members. 

In an interview with Maez, he 
explained that, currently, SJBPH 
appoints all of its board members 
on their own.

Commissioner Alvin Schaaf cur-
rently sits on the SJBPH board. That 
board appointment was voted on 
by the commissioners on Jan. 21. 

Maez noted that the county 
would like to be involved in those 
decisions. 

Jollon expressed again that 
SJBPH is open to improving its 
policies and continuing to improve 
communication with the county 
in order to better serve the com-
munity. 

Resolution approved
At the commissioners’ regular 

board meeting on Nov. 17, the com-
missioners unanimously voted to 
approve a resolution requesting ad-
ditional services by SJBPH. 

According to the approved resolu-
tion, there were seven separate 
requests from the county: 

“1. The Board of representation 
shall be amended to allow the 
Boards of County Commissioners 
of La Plata and Archuleta Counties 
to appoint all members of SJBPH 
and the Board of Health.

“2. Board members of SJBPH 
shall have a term limit of eight 
continuous years.

“3. Board members of SJBPH 
shall be permitted to have an al-
ternate serve when they cannot be 
present at SJBPH meetings.

“4. SJBPH shall have operational 
and accessible offices open in 
Archuleta County each business 
day of the week to serve citizens’ 
needs.

“5. SJBPH shall develop a Com-
munications Improvement Plan 
to better serve the Board, citizens 
and business owners of Archuleta 
County.

“6. SJBPH shall segregate their 
annual budget in order to see how 
services are delivered to Archuleta 
County in relation to the revenues 
that are received by all sources.

“7. SJBPH shall prepare a com-
prehensive review of all expenses 

materials, we don’t have a standard 
for that except for in the historic 
district,” Schultz explained, adding 
that some national businesses have 
their own requirements for signage 
and the town opts to respect those 
wishes.

Planning Director James Dick-
hoff suggested that there could be 
an opportunity to make changes to 
the base of the sign or some stone 
elements could be added in the 
form of a planter or border.

“To me, this is a complete differ-
ent direction with the large logo 
sign, and quite frankly, I don’t think 
it’s necessary,” planning commis-
sion Chair Peter Adams said.

Adams noted that he did not 
believe the size of the lot should 
determine the sign or its materials 
or location.

Later in the meeting, Adams 
explained that he thought this 

would violate the sign portion of 
the town’s LUDC.

“Generally speaking, I think it’s 
out of place. The materials and the 
design. The idea that the tenant 
sign is associated with a corporate 
logo. I think that’s unfortunate in 
this situation, quite frankly, that 
the corporation would have that 
particular criteria for their signs,” 
Adams said.

Sign
n Continued from A5
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Dobson Solar Power

341 E. Harman Park • 970-628-0607
allstoragepagosa.com

Face masks are required and no more than 2 people for rental appointment.

143 Units in Various Sizes • Secure • Clean 
Indoor Climate Controlled • Covered Unloading Area

65° in our 73 upstairs units - accessible by freight elevator - available to rent

Contact-Free, 
Safe and Easy

Storage Rentals

Call 970-628-0607 to rent via phone
or rent online at allstoragepagosa.com

Planning commission member 
Peter Hurley explained that if the 
planning commission were to grant 
this variance, the commission 
should be prepared to grant this 
sort of request to other businesses 
in similar situations.

Later in the meeting Adams sug-
gested that the existing structure 
be used for the logo sign and then 
possibly a separate sign could be 
installed for the tenants.

“I just don’t think it’s compatible 
with the highway that’s very close 
by. There are signs that represent 
the different corporations, busi-
nesses, et cetera. They are quite 
different. This sign that is being 
proposed is going to really stand 
out and, I think, like a sore thumb,” 

Adams said.
The planning commission could 

also ask the applicant to ask the 
parent corporation for a variance 
from its policy, Posey suggested.

“It’s been a long time for the 
lodge to get back up on its feet,” 
Weiler said, adding that he believed 
the application was “just fine.”

Later in the meeting, Weiler 
made a motion to accept the ap-
plication for a second freestanding 
sign as presented.

“At this point, I would like to 
have the applicants come back 
to us with a different design for 
their sign which is more compat-
ible with our other signage along 
U.S. 160 and the neighborhood,” 
Adams said.

Weiler’s motion was denied via 

a 3-2 vote, with Posey, Adams and 
Hurley voting against the motion 
and Weiler and Chris Pitcher voting 
for the motion.

Later in the meeting, Posey made 
a motion to deny the applicant’s sign 
variance application citing that the 
variance would “violate the purpose 
and intent of the sign code regula-
tions,” adding that the variance 
would “alter the essential character 
of the neighborhood or district in 
which the property is located.”

“We invite the applicant to re-
turn with a proposal that does not 
do that,” Posey said.

Posey’s motion passed via a 3-2 
vote, with Pitcher and Weiler vot-
ing against and Posey, Adams and 
Hurley voting for the motion.

chris@pagosasun.com
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Consulting firm gives update on ongoing analysis 
pertaining to water conservancy district’s water rights
By Chris Mannara
Staff Writer

An update was given on Wilson 
Water Group’s (WWG) efforts in 
completing a water use and wa-
ter demand analysis for the San 
Juan Water Conservancy District 
(SJWCD) and completing a water 
availability analysis for the West 
Fork reservoir and canal water 
rights during a regular meeting on 
Monday.

WWG was hired by the SJWCD 
via a board decision at a Sept. 21 
meeting for a cost of $19,050 and 
will complete the efforts by the 
end of 2020.

Currently, WWG has been work-
ing on its first task, which is to 
develop a water demand analysis 
strategy, Project Engineer Brenna 
Mefford noted, adding that the first 

task would be completed in the 
next week or so.

The next task, to complete a cur-
rent water use and water demand 
analysis, will be completed soon 
after, Mefford explained.

Task three, which is to complete 
a water availability analysis, will 
be started in December, Mefford 
added.

“Even though we’re doing this as 
a study, right now we’re going to 
provide you guys with this infor-
mation and you make the decision 
about what you want to do with 
these rights,” she said.

If the SJWCD were to go through 
with diligence on the West Fork 
water rights, it would have to show 
it has a potential demand for the 
water and that the district needs 
it, Mefford explained, adding that 
the SJWCD needs to show water 

availability.
“Finally, you have to show that 

you have the means to develop that 
water and put it to that use that you 
had identified earlier,” she said.

WWG has reached out to various 
entities with SJWCD legal counsel 
Jeff Kane to understand all of the 
district’s water rights and come to 
an understanding of the district’s 
water rights portfolio, Mefford 
added.

Meetings were also conducted 
with Joe Crabb from the Colorado 
Division of Water Resources to get 
an understanding of water op-
erations within the San Juan Basin, 
Mefford explained.

WWG also reviewed Pagosa Area 
Water and Sanitation District’s 
(PAWSD) drought contingency 
plan and its water rights decrees, 
Mefford explained further.

“We looked at the projected 
changes for population, municipal 
use, industrial use and agricultural 
water use, and how those are go-
ing to change and how they are 
predicted to change in Archuleta 
County over the next 30 years,” 
she said.

Other meetings were also held 
with Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
relating to the West Fork water 
rights, she added later.

“We’ve talked to most of the 
people we planned to try and fig-
ure out how we’re going to lay out 
this analysis and now we’re going 
to move into task two, where we’re 
actually going to do the current wa-
ter use and water demand analysis. 
For this task there are a few more 
people that we need to reach out 
to and have talks with about water 
demand,” Mefford said, adding that 
WWG will need to talk to PAWSD, 
for example.

chris@pagosasun.com

Public Meetings
The following meetings are subject 

to change.

Thursday, Nov. 19
Archuleta County Republican 

Central Committee meeting. 
Noon, Pagosa Brewing, 118 N. 
Pagosa Blvd. Subject to cancel-
lation due to COVID-19.

Pagosa Springs Town Council 
meeting. 5 p.m. See town web-
site for participation informa-
tion.

Pagosa Springs Sanitation and 
General Improvement District 
board meeting. 5 p.m. See town 
website for participation infor-
mation.

Tuesday, Nov. 24
Archuleta County Board of County 

Commissioners work session. 
8:30 a.m. Call 264-8300 one to 
two days before the meeting to 
obtain the login information.

Archuleta County Board of County 
Commissioners special meet-
ing. 9:30 a.m. Call 264-8300 one 
to two days before the meeting 
to obtain the login information.

Town Planning Commission, 
Board of Adjustments and De-
sign Review Board work session 
and regular meeting. 4:30 p.m. 
work session, 5:30 p.m. meeting. 
See town website for participa-
tion information.

Wednesday, Nov. 25
Archuleta County Planning 

Commission meeting. 6 p.m., 
Archuleta County administra-
tion building, commissioners’ 

meeting room, 398 Lewis St. and 
Zoom online.

Monday, Nov. 30
Colorado Counties Inc. Winter 

Conference. 8:30 a.m., virtual 
meeting. Archuleta County 
administration building, com-
missioners’ meeting room, 398 
Lewis St.

Tuesday, Dec. 1
Colorado Counties Inc. Winter 

Conference. 1 p.m., virtual 
meeting. Archuleta County ad-
ministration building, com-
missioners’ meeting room, 398 
Lewis St.

Pagosa Springs Town Council 
meeting. 5 p.m. See town web-
site for participation informa-
tion.

Pagosa Springs Sanitation and 
General Improvement District 
board meeting. 5 p.m. See town 
website for participation infor-
mation.

Thursday, Dec. 3
Dispatch Executive Manage-

ment board meeting. 9:30 
a.m.,virtual meeting. Web ad-
dress: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/7186713647, meeting ID: 
718 671 3647.

Archuleta County Board of County 
Commissioners Underfunded 
Courthouse Facility commis-
sion application reviews. Time 
to be determined. Call 264-
8300 one to two days before 
the meeting to obtain the login 
information.

Tuesday, Dec. 8
Archuleta County Board of County 

Commissioners work session. 
8:30 a.m. Call 264-8300 one to 
two days before the meeting to 
obtain the login information.

Archuleta County Republican 
Women’s meeting. Noon, Boss 
Hogg’s Restaurant, 157 Navajo 
Trail Drive. 

Archuleta County Board of County 
Commissioners regular meet-
ing. 1:30 p.m. Call 264-8300 one 
to two days before the meeting 
to obtain the login information.

Archuleta School District Board of 
Education. 6 p.m. Virtual Zoom 
meeting.

Pagosa Fire Protection District 
Board of Directors meeting and 
Board of Trustees of the Pagosa 
Fire Protection District Fire-
men’s Pension Fund meeting. 
6:30 p.m., administration build-
ing, 165 N. Pagosa Blvd.

Thursday, Dec. 10
Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation 

District regular meeting. 5 p.m., 
100 Lyn Ave.

Monday, Dec. 14
Pagosa Peak Open School Board 

of Directors regular meeting. 5 
p.m., 7 Parelli Way.

Public  meeting information 
should be sent to editor@pago-
sasun.com with “Public Meet-
ing” in the subject line. The 
deadline is noon Monday each 
week prior to publication for 
that week’s issue.
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Survey reveals risky roadway behaviors
Colorado Department of Transportation

 Results from a new statewide 
driver survey by the Colorado 
Department of Transportation 
(CDOT) found that nearly all Colo-
rado drivers engage in distracted 
driving and 17 percent admitted 
to not buckling up when driving 
short distances. Just 6 percent of 
respondents say they never exceed 
a posted speed limit of 65 mph. 

These are just a sampling of 
problematic driving behaviors 
CDOT learned from 897 Colora-
dans in a survey administered 
between February and June. 

“Over nine in 10 Coloradans 
admitted they drove distracted in 
the last week. Being present behind 
the wheel can be especially hard 
with all of the pressures people are 
under right now with the challeng-
es we face with the COVID-19 pan-
demic, but it’s more important than 
ever,” said Shoshana Lew, CDOT’s 
executive director. “Unfortunately, 
distracted and impaired driving are 
contributing to a tragic pattern of 
increased roadway fatality rates in 
the past months. Just as we must 
protect public health by fighting 
the virus with measures like social 
distancing and wearing masks, we 
must protect ourselves and our 
neighbors by driving carefully and 
safely. It could save your life.” 

The survey assessed Colorado 
residents’ attitudes and behaviors 
related to seat belt use, speeding, 
distracted driving and alcohol, 
marijuana and prescription medi-
cation use. Some of key findings 
include: 

Distracted driving
• In the seven days prior to the 

survey, 92 percent of respondents 
reported driving distracted. Of 
things people did most often, 
eating food and drinking bever-
ages tops the list (32 percent) of 
distraction behaviors. Selecting 
entertainment on a handheld de-
vice (21 percent) and talking on a 
hands-free cell phone (18 percent) 
were the second and third most 
common distractions.

Impaired driving
• While 69 percent of respon-

dents strongly disagreed that they 
could drive safely under the in-
fluence of alcohol, fewer people 
strongly disagreed that they could 
drive safely under the influence of 
cannabis (57 percent) or prescrip-
tion medications excluding can-
nabis (50 percent).

Seat belts
• The top three ways to compel 

people to wear their seat belt more 
often were audible reminders from 

the vehicle (28 percent), believing 
seat belts increased personal safety 
(21 percent), and the possibility of 
getting ticketed (21 percent).

• Respondents were more likely 
to wear seat belts when driving far-
ther or faster. A majority reported 
wearing a seat belt all the time 
while driving on a highway (91 
percent) or driving more than two 
miles (89 percent). Fewer people 
reported buckling up on short trips 
with just 83 percent) saying they 
wore a seat belt when driving less 
than two miles.

Speeding
• The higher the speed limit, the 

more people tended to speed. 
Twenty percent of respondents said 
they never drive over the posted 
speed limit of 25-30 mph, whereas 
only 6 percent said the same for 
roads with a 65 mph speed limit.

In 2018, there were 632 traffic 
fatalities in Colorado. Nearly 25 
percent of all fatalities involved an 
alcohol-impaired driver. Addition-
ally, the 216 unrestrained fatalities 
in 2018 represent 54 percent of 
the 410 total passenger vehicle 
fatalities. Distracted driving was 
the contributing factor in 54 (8.5 
percent) of the 2018 fatalities. 

The full 2020 survey results are 
available at: www.codot.gov/safe-
ty/safetydata/driver-surveys.

for the protection of other resources 
and values, in its land and resource 
management plans (LRMPs). In 
accordance with 30 U.S.C. 226(h) 
and 43 CFR 3101.7-1, BLM leases 
National Forest System lands only 
with the consent of the USFS. Prior 
to offering such lands for leasing, 
the BLM confirms that the USFS 
consents to leasing the parcels with 
the associated stipulations.

“The BLM reviews available Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) documentation, and if nec-
essary, prepares additional analysis 
to inform its leasing decisions. 
At least 60 days before each lease 
sale, the BLM publishes a Notice of 
Competitive Lease Sale (Sale Notice), 
which lists lease parcels to be offered 
at the auction, together with the 
lease stipulations that will apply to 
each parcel.”

Possible alternatives
The draft document lists two pos-

sible alternatives: no action and the 
proposed action, which is the BLM 
offering the proposed parcels for 

leasing and potential future devel-
opment.

Of the proposed action, the docu-
ment states the leasing and potential 
development would be “subject to 
standard terms and conditions and 
the stipulations and lease notices 
specified in the corresponding USFS 
LRMPs.”

The same section of the draft also 
calls attention to Attachment B, 
which contains descriptions of stipu-
lations already in place, such as for 
no surface occupancy, timing limi-
tations and controlled surface use 
related to areas such as threatened 
and endangered species, cultural 
and visual, among others.

Draft analysis
The analysis largely delves into air 

resources, asking and seeking to 
answer, “What are the potential 
GHG [greenhouse gas] emissions 
(including upstream, midstream, 
and downstream) and subsequent 
climate change, and Regional ozone 
concentrations and air quality re-
lated values (visibility, nitrogen 
deposition) impacts for new oil and 

gas sources that could be developed 
on the proposed lease parcels?”

The draft also lists other areas that 
were previously studied, stating, 
“The reasonably foreseeable impacts 
of oil and gas leasing related to all of 
the following issues have been thor-
oughly analyzed in the LRMP EISs 
[environmental impact statements] 
The BLM has not identified new in-
formation related to these issues that 
warrants further analysis in this EA 
in order to make a reasoned choice 
between the alternatives.”

For the San Juan National Forest, 
those program areas are: Threatened 
& Endangered Wildlife, Riparian/
Fisheries, Water, Range Manage-
ment, Invasive Species, Timber, 
Insects and Disease, Fire and Fuels, 
Travel Management, Recreation, 
Visual, Cultural and Paleontological.

For more information
To submit a comment or learn 

more about the project, including 
accessing the draft analysis, visit 
https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplan-
ning-ui/project/2002801/510.

randi@pagosasun.com

girl. 
“‘I got in a fight, and won, but 

when the police got there ... I was 
sent to prison for stealing,’” Neagle 
recalled his father saying. Neverthe-
less, the second time Neagle’s father 

went to prison he was guilty.
“‘That’s the course my life was set 

in,’” Neagle remembered his father 
saying. 

That revelation formed the officer 
that Neagle is today. He mentioned 
that you have to be careful and sure 

about what you do because it could 
change the course of someone’s life 
forever.

The detective later pointed out, 
“Anybody can do anything they put 
their mind to.”

simone@pagosasun.com

“This is the signature run in the 
Pagosa area, it’s a beautiful section to 
float and it’s become very popular,” 
said Tobi Rohwer. “We’ll improve the 
take-out and build a parking lot to 
get vehicles off the road.”

The Upper San Juan Watershed 
Enhancement Partnership, a region-
al stakeholder group that includes a 
variety of private and public organi-
zations, is coordinating a fundraising 
effort for the project. Fundraising for 
the project is being directed by The 
Great Outdoors Fund, a national 
nonprofit organization that helps 
raise money for recreation and con-
servation.

“This is an important project for 
people in southwest Colorado and 
The Great Outdoors Fund is happy 
to provide our expertise to help it 
get built,” said Lori McCullough, 
founder and CEO.

The watershed partnership was 
formed in 2018 to explore coop-
erative projects that meet multiple 
water needs in the Upper San Juan 
Basin and to advance the goals of 
the statewide Colorado Water Plan. 

“The group is studying everything 
related to water in the upper San 
Juan River Basin, including recre-
ation, agriculture and environmental 
needs,” explained Ryan Unterreiner, 
a water resource specialist with 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife, which 
is a member of the watershed part-
nership.

Other members of the partner-
ship include: the Town of Pagosa 
Springs, Trout Unlimited, Pagosa 
Area Water and Sanitation District, 
San Juan Conservation District, 
The Nature Conservancy, Mountain 
Studies Institute, Colorado Division 
of Water Resources, Banded Peak 
Ranch, the U.S. Forest Service, local 
irrigation companies and others. 

The boat ramp project provides a 
great example of how local private-
public partnerships can be built, 
Rohwer explained. Another ramp 
that had been used for years was on 
private land and the owner decided 
to close it a couple of years ago. So 
the Friends of the Upper San Juan 
approached another nearby land-
owner and asked if a take-out could 
be located at that site, which is right 
next to the road. The landowner 
agreed and sold an acre of river prop-
erty to the Town of Pagosa Springs for 
just $5,000.

Archuleta County officials have 
agreed to help with some construc-
tion materials and maintenance of 
the parking lot and a Pagosa Springs 
engineer, Chris Pitcher, is designing 
the eddy structure and take-out at 
no cost. Town staff is helping with 
planning documents and some 

site improvements, and other or-
ganizations in the partnership are 
contributing expertise and helping 
with fundraising.

“Even a small project like this can 
be complicated,” said Unterreiner. 
“But when people and organizations 
agree to work together for a common 
goal, a lot of good things can happen 
that will benefit local communities.”

The organizers plan to raise 
$65,000 for the project. 

Projects like these bring together 
a variety of partners and help pro-
mote collaboration among various 
water users, said Mely Whiting, a staff 
attorney for Trout Unlimited and a 
member of the regional watershed 
partnership.

“These are the kinds of efforts 
Trout Unlimited likes to support,” 
Whiting said.

“Today, partners help recreation, 
tomorrow agriculture, and the next 
day the environment. And all of it 
benefits our the local economy.”

To find out more about the proj-
ect and to make donations, go to 
The Great Outdoors Fund website at: 
https://thegreatoutdoorsfund.org.

For more information about the 
project, send an email to ryan.
unterreiner@state.co.us or James 
Dickhoff, Pagosa Springs planning 
director, at jdickoff@pagosasprings.
co.gov.

The letter goes on to state, “The 
Archuleta County Sheriff’s Office 
does not support that type of be-
havior.”

The goal of the Citizens Advisory 
Group is to get members of the 
community to assist ACSO with 
“reviewing various facets of orga-
nization by utilizing the input from 
the Advisory Group,” Valdez’s letter 
explains.

According to Valdez, this the first 
group of its kind that he has started 
since he became the sheriff. Other 
similar groups have been estab-
lished in the past, but have not 
been active during his time as 
sheriff. 

Valdez is hoping to find 10 citi-
zens from all parts of Archuleta 
County with various ages, educa-
tion and skill sets to make up the 
group.

In an interview Valdez stated, 
“We recognize the importance of 
developing a solid relationship 
with the citizens that we serve.” 

Valdez explained that he hopes 

the Citizens Advisory Group will 
provide representation from all 
parts of the community in order to 
continue to build and grow a solid 
relationship with the citizens of the 
community.

 According to the letter, the 
group will “assist with matters 
such as: 

• Case Review
• Best Practices
• Community Concerns
• Policy Review
• Training 
• Community Relationships”
“A lot of times we have the ten-

dency to stay busy and keep mov-
ing forward and probably don’t do 
as good of a job of getting as much 
information out to the public as 
we should, and hopefully, this is 
an avenue that we can help start 
getting more information out to the 
public and answering questions 
that people may have,” Valdez said.

Valdez explained that the ACSO 
will take the input and feedback 
received from the group when de-
ciding if any policies or practices 

need to be revised or changed. 
According to Valdez, he plans to 

have a group meeting with all 10 
members once a month for an hour 
at a designated location.

As an example of what the group 
could help with, Valdez brought up 
the concerns that we are seeing all 
across the country about use-of-
force policies.

He explained that the group 
could provide recommendations 
about making changes to the policy 
that ACSO would then take into 
consideration. 

Valdez also explained that by 
communicating more with the 
public, he hopes people will un-
derstand why they do what they 
do and that they will have the 
opportunity to voice concerns 
and make recommendations as 
to how ACSO can improve policies 
or practices. 

If you are interested in partici-
pating in the group, contact Valdez 
at rvaldez@archuletacounty.org or 
call 264-8433. 

clayton@pagosasun.com

rise in COVID-19 cases, adding later, 
“We must act now to save lives.”

After announcing the new Level 
Purple, Polis announced that several 
counties are moving to Level Red: 
Severe Risk this week, which comes 
with restrictions such as closing 
indoor dining at restaurants, clos-
ing bars and further limiting gym 
capacity.

It also does not permit in-person 
personal gatherings.

La Plata County is among the 15 
counties slated to move to red Friday. 
As of Wednesday, 897 cases had been 
reported in La Plata County, with 193 
recovered.

And, if trends continue or local 
officials agree, Archuleta County 
may not be far behind.

Archuleta County remained in 
Level Yellow: Concern as of Wednes-
day, though San Juan Basin Public 
Health (SJBPH) Executive Director 
Liane Jollon told The SUN Tuesday 
that Archuleta County needs to move 
on the dial.

 “Archuleta County has reached a 
case incidence rate that indicates a 
need to move on the dial,” she said, 
adding that the yellow level is not 
adequately containing the infection.

She added that SJBPH is asking 
the community to move to Level 
Red now to make a concerted effort 
to contain the steep growth over 
the next two weeks, but as of press 
time Wednesday, no determination 
had been made in regard to moving 
Archuleta County to red on the dial.

Jollon added that, based on the 
current activity, it is believed 
Archuleta County’s growth will be 
in the red by the end of the week, 

meaning a two-week cumulative 
incidence rate of more than 350 new 
cases per 100,000 population.

As of Wednesday, the state’s two-
week cumulative incidence map 
shows Archuleta County in orange, 
indicating an incidence rate of 257.1.

SJBPH’s data dashboard showed 
118 cumulative cases of COVID-19 
among Archuleta County residents 
since March 23, with 39 of those 
considered recovered.

The dashboard lists 70 cases 
among nonresidents in Archuleta 
County.

“We don’t ever want to be close to 
purple,” Jollon said, stating that the 
health care system in Archuleta and 
La Plata counties can’t wait to get to 
that level. “We can see much more 
difficult circumstances here long be-
fore the governor’s ready for purple.”

Jollon explained that the goal 
would be to do a ton of testing 
over the two-week period should 
Archuleta County move. That effort 
would be helped by the recent acti-
vation of the Emergency Operations 
Center.

And while the move would be 
“terrible” for Thanksgiving, Jollon 
acknowledged, it is better for schools 
and first responders and could 
maybe make for a better Christmas.

Jollon hoped that Archuleta 
County would move before Thanks-
giving to help avoid a post-holiday 
spike in cases.

Jollon further acknowledged how 
difficult the pandemic has been for 
everyone, noting it’s “taken a tre-
mendous toll,” and commended the 
school district for doing a great job 
and the medical center for working 
as hard as it can.

“Let’s all do our parts,” she said.
Pagosa Springs Medical Center 

(PSMC) CEO Dr. Rhonda Webb also 
commented on the current state of 
the pandemic and testing effort in a 
report to the Upper San Juan Health 
Service District Board of Directors 
Tuesday evening. 

Earlier in the day Tuesday, Webb 
told the Archuleta County commis-
sioners, PSMC had tested more than 
470 people since Nov. 13.

Tuesday evening, Webb indicated 
that the facility had tested 125 people 
Monday and 495 people with the Cu-
rative oral swabs, stating PSMC has 
been “overwhelmed” with people 
wanting to be tested.

Webb also noted that, as of Mon-
day, all but one of PSMC’s hospital 
beds were filled, despite PSMC not 
treating COVID patients due to an 
inability to get Remdesivir, which 
is the current protocol for treating 
hospitalized COVID patients.

She added that PSMC is seeing 
decreased availability of beds else-
where to transfer patients needing a 
higher level of care.

Webb and Jollon also addressed 
health care staffing in relation to the 
rising cases.

Webb noted that PSMC is the 
largest employer in the county and is 
seeing an increasing number of em-
ployees who have to be quarantined, 
including 11 who were quarantined 
as of Tuesday.

Jollon suggested that moving on 
the dial would help protect first 
responders and maintain a healthy 
and safe work force for things such 
as critical government functions and 
schools, as well as making things 
safer going into the holiday season. 

With an estimated one in 100 
infectious across the state, she said, 
it “becomes hard for any service to 
operate safely.”

‘Justified caution’
In his Tuesday press conference, 

Polis suggested that Coloradans not 
be fearful, but use “justified caution” 
and wear a mask around others, 
avoid social interaction with those 
outside your household when you 
can, and distance when you have to 
be around people from outside your 

household.
“At-risk populations should stay 

home whenever they can,” Polis said.
The governor stated that one in 

110 Coloradans is currently infec-
tious.

“There is a risk everywhere in the 
entire state,” Polis said.

Also during the press conference, 
Polis explained that 40-64 is the 
biggest age group hospitalized cur-
rently, and added that in-person 
education is recommended for those 
in kindergarten through fifth grade.

Special legislative  
session

The governor also announced 
Tuesday that he is calling a special 
session for the Colorado General 
Assembly to work on several items: a 
small business relief package, hous-
ing and rental assistance, support for 
child care providers, and expanding 
broadband access for students and 
educators.

He noted the relief would be in 
the range of $200 million plus.
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San Juan Trading Post
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Residents voice concerns to commissioners over pandemic
By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

Editor’s note: Assertions that fol-
low were not fact-checked by The 
SUN. 

Multiple residents spoke at the 
meeting held by the Archuleta Coun-
ty Board of County Commissioners 
on Tuesday, Nov. 17, voicing con-
cerns over how local officials and 
public health agencies are handling 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The citizens spoke about the pos-
sible effects of another economic 
shutdown and what that could mean 
for some local businesses. Claims 
were also made that the initial shut-
down happened well after the first 
surge in cases and that there is no 
pandemic happening in Archuleta 
County. 

Other topics of concern included 
the possibility of government agen-
cies influencing COVID-19 case 
numbers in order to receive a finan-
cial benefit from the state or federal 
government, the safety of testing 
procedures, children not being 
able to fully develop communica-
tion skills due to adults constantly 
wearing a mask and the quality of 
education students are receiving 
during this time. 

Greg Giehl was the first citizen to 
offer public comment. He opened 
by reading a resolution that called 
to repeal the declaration of a local 
disaster in Archuleta County.

The resolution claims that the 
declaration of a local disaster in the 
county happened after the initial 
surge in cases. Giehl claims the 
majority of the county experienced 
an “influenza like illness” between 
December 2019 and February 2020 
and that these cases had different 
symptoms from typical influenza 
symptoms that we are used to seeing. 

He claimed that, to date, the 
“Pagosa Regional Medical Center” 
has not experienced a “pandemic 
caseload” in COVID-19 cases. 

He also stated, “The virus was 
developed in a laboratory in a col-
laborative effort between the United 
States and China.” 

As part of the resolution, Giehl 
stated, “If the sole purpose of con-
tinuing the declaration is to acquire 
public funds under the false pretense 
of a perceived public safety emer-
gency, that would actually constitute 
continuous appropriation of public 
funds.” 

Diane Brewington brought up the 
concern that the testing being con-
ducted for the virus is not being 
performed by trained medical staff, 

but rather by medically untrained 
volunteers. 

Brewington explained she feels 
like the medical profession is being 
undermined with nonmedically 
trained volunteers administering 
tests. 

Pagosa Springs Medical Center 
(PSMC) CEO Dr. Rhonda Webb was 
in attendance and offered public 
comment, saying, “Please do your 
part to keep from spreading this. Yes, 
most people won’t get sick from this, 
but for those who do, it matters.” 

At the request of the commission-
ers, Webb also spoke to the concern 
of nonmedically trained volunteers 
administering tests. 

She stated that all personnel ad-
ministering testing at PSMC are 
medically trained. 

She explained that the PSMC has 
recently acquired new testing kits 
that consist of an oral swab that 
nonmedically trained personnel can 
administer, but currently everyone 
administering tests at PSMC are 
trained medical staff. 

Deni Blaisch commented, saying, 
“We are going about this in a fear-
based way.” 

She went on to state, “We are 
heading down a very dangerous 
road when we stop empowering 
individual people and are locking 
healthy people within their homes. 
As far as I can tell there is nothing 
legal about that.”

Sandy Nelson added that she 
believes it’s “criminal” that the com-
missioners are trying to shut the 
community down. 

Commissioner Steve Wadley 
interjected, saying, “We haven’t 
taken any action to shut anything 
down. Anything that’s been done is 
coming out of the governor’s office.” 

David Zarate noted he has been 
a “frontline worker” throughout the 
pandemic and that at first everyone 
was scared, but as more facts come 
out, it doesn’t make sense to him as 
to why we are in a pandemic, citing 
survival rates. 

Gunnar Bergkamp added, “To 
me, the mask thing is really part of 
a social engineering ploy that we’re 
getting conditioned to.” 

He stated how it doesn’t make 
sense to him how wearing a mask at 
a restaurant is helping. He claimed 
that based on the numbers com-
ing out about COVID-19 cases, he 
doesn’t understand why lock-downs 
are happening. 

Nicholas Kazarinoff, who ex-
plained he is a doctor, spoke about 
the possible impacts on a child’s 
“mirror synapse” from adults con-
stantly wearing a mask. 

He claimed that a child needs to 
have visual sight of an adult’s face 
when they are speaking, and if they 
don’t, the development of the child 

is not complete. 
He also claimed that masks offer 

no protection from a virus and that 
there are multiple health risks to 
wearing masks. 

Chloe Dawson, a student from 
Pagosa Springs High School, spoke 
about the way distance learning is 
affecting her educational experi-
ence.

She claimed that teachers have 
been more focused on making sure 
students are socially distancing and 
wearing masks rather than focusing 
more on the curriculum, adding 
it’s very difficult for her and other 
students who learn better through 
in-person teaching. 

She also brought up how the 
football team and cheerleading 
squad have been ordered to quar-
antine so that they can continue to 
compete in their competitions, while 
there seems to be no action like that 
taking place just to get students back 
to full-time in-person learning. 

Merlin Wheeler gave an anecdotal 
story about “fostering paranoia.” 

He claimed that he was in a store, 
wearing a face shield, when a woman 
approached him and said to him, 
“You have to have a mask in here,” 
in a very angry tone. 

He added this paranoia has been 
fueled by the state of urgency that 
we have been declaring all across 
the country. 

“We don’t have a pandemic. As 
many people have pointed out, this 
is no worse than the average flu and 
I don’t understand the motivation for 
this shutdown,” Wheeler said.

Bergkamp spoke a second time, 
saying, “We all really know this is 
about money.” 

He brought up a question for 
Webb asking, “How can we have 
unbiased reporting when there’s a 
financial incentive to report cases?” 

At that point later in the meet-
ing, Webb was no longer in atten-
dance. 

clayton@pagosasun.com

2021 combined dispatch budget proposal presented
By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

On Nov. 16, the Archuleta Coun-
ty Board of County Commissioners 
held a work session in which they 
heard from Emergency Communi-
cations Director Kati Harr in regard 
to the 2021 Archuleta County Com-
bined Dispatch budget. 

Harr began the presentation by 
reviewing revenue increases that 
dispatch has pursued and obtained 
this past year, starting with the 80 
percent increase in local 911 sur-
charge fees. 

Harr then brought up the new 
statewide 911 surcharge rate that 
has been set at 10 cents per call. 
The surcharges will be collected 
starting in January 2021 and will be 
distributed starting in March 2021.

“Projected additional annual 
state surcharge revenue for our 
center is $41,000 per year,” she said.

Harr also pointed out that House 
Bill 1293 that was passed allows for 
“surcharge audit reimbursement.” 
The Public Utilities Commission 
will be the ones to pay the sur-
charge audit reimbursement. 

“This is something I’d be very 
interested in doing; I think it could 
bring further revenue to my cen-
ter,” Harr said.

Additional revenue increases 
can also be seen in the prepaid 
wireless surcharge. 

The surcharge has been modi-
fied from a 1.4 percent flat fee per 
transaction to a flat fee of $1.38 per 
transaction. According to the pre-
sentation, this will be distributed 
“based on wireless call volume 
throughout the state-Archuleta 
County comprises .17 [percent] of 
the entire statewide distribution.”

Harr stated, “$163,000 I think is 
a pretty accurate idea of the in-

creased revenue for 2021.” 
According to Harr’s presenta-

tion, “Additional Critical/Required 
Expenditures for 2021” consist 
of the facility move at $65,000, 
increased rent at $14,000 and PBX 
replacement at $14,000.

Harr commented, saying, “It’s a 
heavy-hitting year, we’re trying to 
accomplish a lot.”

According to Harr’s presenta-
tion, the total 2021 dispatch budget 
is listed at $1,268,000 and the total 
user agencies’ share is listed at 
$873,000.

The four agencies that make up 
the combined dispatch center 
consist of the Archuleta County 
Sheriff’s Office (ACSO), the Pagosa 
Springs Police Department (PSPD), 
the Upper San Juan Health District 
(USJHD) and the Pagosa Fire Pro-
tection District (PFPD).

According to Harr’s presenta-
tion, in 2019 the ACSO made up 
47.3 percent of the user agen-
cies’ share, the PSPD made up 35 
percent, the USJHD made up 12 
percent, and the PFPD made up 
5.8 percent. 

Archuleta County Finance Di-
rector Larry Walton was in atten-
dance and offered some clarifica-
tion about the combined dispatch 
budget. 

Walton pointed out that the 
combined dispatch board is dif-
ferent than the boards of the indi-
vidual entities that are supporting 
the dispatch budget. 

“If we approve the stuff that’s 
been requested on the proposed 
list in combination with what’s 
already in the budget for dispatch, 
it actually produces a little bit more 
money than we would strictly need 
for 2021. Because this is an art, 
not a science, I don’t see that as a 
problem. In working through the 

The citizens spoke 
about the possible 
effects of another 

economic shutdown 
and what that could 
mean for some local 

businesses. 

projections, it seems to me that it 
would be a reasonable expectation 
that the contributions from all the 
entities could remain flat, probably, 
for a number of years because of 
the additional revenue strings,” 
Walton said.

Harr replied to Walton’s com-
ment, saying, “I feel really confi-
dent with this additional revenue 
and also some other additional 
revenue avenues that I hope to 
pursue once we get our feet under 
us a little bit, that we can figure 
out a sustainable funding plan for 
dispatch. It’s a huge priority for me, 
it’s a huge priority for our board and 
it’s something that I can say with 
full honesty and transparency is 
something I’m pursuing.”

Harr’s presentation also had ad-
ditional budget proposals that 
included:

• Professional services.
• Repair and maintenance. 
• “Licensure/fees.”
• Furniture/fixture/office equip-

ment at $6,000.
• Rents/leases at $15,500.

• A onetime increase of $8,750 
for training/travel.

• Janitorial supplies.
• Uniforms.
According to Harr, the dispatch 

center is planning on moving to its 
new location in Harman park in 
mid-January 2021.

clayton@pagosasun.com
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Daniel L. Fiedler
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Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts 
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970-507-8528 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

next to Restoration Church, behind City Market

Attorney Storage & Office
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Odd Jobs Unlimited LLC

Wendy K. Mirr
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Pagosa Springs,
Colorado 81147
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Home Cleaning
Janitorial Service • Security Checks
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Directory

Security Checks

Pagosa Springs 
Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place
behind Home Expo Center

Prices start 
at $2500

Sizes available: 5’x5’, 5’x10’,
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Jeanna L. Reese, CPA
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264-5330 • 80 County Road 600 • FAX 264-4451
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277 Lewis Street • 264-2552

(continued from previous article)  In Acts 2 
Luke records that Peter and the eleven 
apostles spoke about Jesus to a crowd 
that had gathered. When the Jews 
realized they crucified the Messiah for 
whom they had been looking, they 
asked, “What shall we do?”
 Peter replied, “Repent, and each of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.”  He testified and exhorted 
them with more words and said “Be 
saved from this perverse generation.” 
This resulted in about three thousand 
souls receiving the word, being 

baptized, and added to the church that 
day.
 Salvation, life, forgiveness of sin, and 
receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit 
can still be found today by being 
baptized upon your faith that Jesus is 
Christ and Lord. Peter proclaimed this 
promise is for you, your children, and 
all who are far off.
 Would you like to know more about 
Jesus as Lord and Christ? Do you 
believe that Jesus is Christ and Lord 
and are ready to be baptized for the 
forgiveness of sin and to receive the 
Holy Spirit? If we can help, let us 
know.

Sunday AM Worship 10:30 a.m.Join us ...

“So then, those who had received his word 
were baptized; and that day there were added 
about three thousand souls.” 

Acts 2:41

Items listed in The Blotter report 
where an alleged incident occurred 
and the nature of the incident. Read-
ers should not assume employees or 
owners of a place of business or a 
parking lot reported as the scene of 
an event are involved as perpetrators 
of the incident.

Archuleta County Sheriff’s Of-
fice

Calls for service over week: 180.
Nov. 9 — Warrant arrest, Harman 

Park Drive.
Nov. 9 — Cruelty to animals-

abandonment, no location listed.
Nov. 9 — Information only, Bull Elk 

Place.
Nov. 10 — All other thefts, Running 

Horse Place.
Nov. 11 — Trespass warning, 

Summit Trail.
Nov. 11 — Warrant arrest, warrant 

arrest, Dyke Boulevard and Beucler 
Lane.

Nov. 11 — Warrant arrest, Dyke 
Boulevard and Beucler Lane.

Nov.12 — Agency assist, U.S. 160.
Nov. 12 — Criminal mischief, U.S. 

160.
Nov. 12 — All other thefts, Pines 

Drive. 
Nov. 12 — Information only, North 

Pagosa Boulevard.
Nov. 12 — Owner operated or 

permitted operation of vehicle without 
liability insurance, drove vehicle when 
license canceled, expired license 
plates, U.S. 160 and Pinon Causeway.

Nov. 13 — Warrant arrest, Harman 
Park Drive.

Nov. 13 — Warrant arrest, Cactus 
Drive.

The Blotter
Nov. 14 — Information only, San 

Juan Street.
Nov. 15 — Harassment-strikes/

shoves/kicks, domestic violence, 
recklessly discharges a firearm, 
County Road 500.

Pagosa Springs Police Depart-
ment

Calls for service over week: 203.
Nov. 8 — Careless driving, Aspen 

Village Drive.
Nov. 8 — Drove vehicle when 

license suspended, defective head-
lamps, U.S. 160.

Nov. 9 — Burglary, criminal mis-
chief, South 10th Street.

Nov. 9 — Identity theft, Rob Snow 
Road.

Nov. 10 — Harbored vicious ani-
mal, South 6th Street.

Nov. 10 — Warrant arrest, San 
Juan Street.

Nov. 11 — Identity theft, Great 
West Avenue. 

Nov. 14 — Shoplifting, Aspen Vil-
lage Drive.

Nov. 14 — Remained in park/rec 
facility between dusk and dawn, San 
Juan Street.

6th Judicial District Court: 
Judge Jeffrey R. Wilson

No report.
Archuleta County Court: Judge 

Justin P. Fay
Nov. 12 — Enrrique P. Campu-

zano, driving under the influence, 10 
days jail, 48 hours community service, 
total fines and costs — $1,920.50.

Nov. 12 — Kevin J. Hartman, driv-
ing while ability impaired, 15 days 
jail suspended imposition, 24 hours 
community service, total fines and 
costs — $801.50.

Nov. 13 — Levi Alexander Karnes, 
speeding 5-9 over, total fines and 
costs — $127.50.

Archuleta County Court: Judge 
Jeffrey R. Wilson

No report.
Pagosa Springs Municipal 

Court: Judge Justin P. Fay
No report.

2021 budget outlines potential projects, 
town council discusses possible cuts
By Chris Mannara
Staff Writer

Possible expenditures for 2021 
were outlined and big-ticket items 
were presented to the Pagosa 
Springs Town Council as part of a 
budget work session on Nov. 12.

Specifically within the capital 
improvement fund, Town Manager 
Andrea Phillips noted that, along 
with town projects, there are also 
some maintenance and debts that 
have to be paid.

According to the 2021 draft bud-
get ,  the  town is  project ing 
$2,031,402 in maintenance and 
debt expenses. This is an increase 
from the original 2020 budget fig-
ure of $1,918,523 and the estimated 
figure of $1,920,279.

Other items that contribute to 
that total include $249,785 for the 
town’s new maintenance facil-
ity lease and purchase as well as 
$853,292 for the streets division 
and another $450,033 for the parks 
maintenance division.

Visitor Center
One item in particular, the lease 

purchase agreement of the Pagosa 
Springs Visitor Center, is budgeted 
at zero based on an assumption 
that the town will be paying off that 
agreement.

The Pagosa Area Tourism Board 
(PATB) agreed at a meeting on Nov. 
10 to share in the cost of paying off 
that agreement, specifically a 50 
percent share, Phillips noted.

The remaining balance for the 
space is about $138,604, Phillips 
explained.

By paying off the remaining bal-
ance, this would also save the 
annual 3.5 percent interest that is 
on the purchase of the building, 
according to Phillips.

“If we do have additional rev-
enues, it might be a good thing to 
think about paying down some of 
our debt to save interest and get 
some things off the books,” Phil-
lips said.

Later in the presentation, spe-
cifically for facilities expenditures, 
Phillips explained that there is 
$35,000 budgeted for Visitor Center 
maintenance.

Those funds would be used for 
parking lot paving in 2021 and also 
for snow fencing or guards on the 
roof of the building, Phillips noted.

“It looks like they have a roof 
replacement scheduled for the fol-
lowing year and I was wondering 
if it wouldn’t be better to go ahead 
and do that in 2021 and maybe 
get the tourism committee to use 
some of their anomaly funds from 

this year toward that and then, of 
course, we could contribute from 
this budget towards that as well,” 
council member Shari Pierce sug-
gested.

Phillips noted that she was not 
sure if the PATB would support 
funding the roof repairs of the Visi-
tor Center.

“It would be a benefit to them to 
have a building that functions well 
and isn’t leaking,” Pierce said, add-
ing that it could not hurt to ask.

Council member Madeline Ber-
gon suggested that town council 
could help frame expectations 
between the town and the PATB 
in regard to this repair and other 
issues that may come up.

“Look at how much the town 
budget has put into purchasing that 
building over the years. I feel like 
that building is essentially, for the 
most part, just used by them. There’s 
a small space that the Chamber is 
paying a lease on, so really, I think 

their budget should be funding the 
repairs and things to that building 
that is theirs,” Pierce added.

However, there could be an im-
pression that the Visitor Center is a 
town facility and not one that is for 
tourism, Phillips added.

The PATB has paid utilities but 
does not pay the town in rent for 
the space, Phillips noted, adding 
that there is no agreement in place.

“Just to play the bad guy, if we 
were to shutter the Visitor Center, 
that would impact tourism the 
most. It seems like maybe they 
should be paying it,” council mem-
ber Matt DeGuise said.

Pierce added that because the 
PATB is the biggest user of the 
space that it should contribute 
something to the repairs.

“I think if they were using all of 
it then we would have a case for 
them to just pay for all of it,” Pierce 

said.

Other expenditures and 
possible cuts

Expenditures for the Pagosa 
Springs Police Department for 
2021 are projected to total $83,500, 
which include $31,000 for police 
equipment and $42,000 for a police 
car, according to the 2021 draft 
budget.

“This one would be a police 
patrol vehicle. Traditionally, the 
department purchases them off of 
state bid,” Phillips described. “This 
would take out of commission a ve-
hicle that is over the 100,000-mile 
and five-year threshold.”

Phillips noted that the older 
vehicle could be “recycled” and 
deployed elsewhere for other town 
divisions or could be also resold 
elsewhere.

For the street maintenance plan, 
the town has budgeted $469,000, 
and, according to Phillips, this is a 
plan that the town has gotten posi-
tive feedback on.

People within the community 
have been very appreciative that 
the town has stayed on top of street 
maintenance, Phillips explained.

“I do think that if we have avail-
able funding, we might want to even 
add a couple of sections to mill and 
overlay that were not contemplated 
in this $469,000,” she said.

In total, streets maintenance is 
projected in the 2021 budget to cost 
$826,000.

For parks, the town is projecting 
various total expenditures of 
$177,400. One cost associated 
with that is $20,000 for parking lot 
paving at the River Center Park, ac-
cording to the 2021 budget.

“Beyond just the condition of 
the pavement there, there’s prob-
ably some discussion we need 
to have with the adjacent prop-
erty owners about access into 
that area,” Phillips said, adding 
that Public Works Director Martin 
Schmidt and Planning Director 
James Dickhoff have already en-
gaged in conversations with those 
property owners.

Schmidt noted during the meet-
ing that the town needs materials 
to do anything with the parking lot 
as there are a lot of tough materials 
to work with, such as river rock, in 
the parking lot.

Under facilities, Town Hall im-
provements are projected to cost 
$30,000 under the 2021 budget, 
according to the draft budget.

“This was to really think about 
the way that this facility, as beauti-
ful as it is, but to think about how 
it’s truly functioning,” Phillips said. 

“It’s kind of interesting that a lot of 
the public-facing functions are on 
the second floor.”

The idea was how to best utilize 
the space and potentially co-locate 
spaces such as building and plan-
ning, she suggested.

Another projected item would 
be $30,200 for a town travel carpool 
vehicle, Phillips added later.

“Most of us do not have assigned 
vehicles, so this would be some-
thing that would be available for 
all the other town staff to utilize for 
travel in or out of town,” Phillips 
said, adding that the assumption 
would be a purchase of a 2021 Ford 
Explorer from a state bid.

In-town trips are more frequent 
than out-of-town trips, Phillips 
added, noting that the town has 
had problems with some vehicles, 
specifically problems with trans-
mission and engines.

Having vehicles be redeployed 
in other departments and can be a 
useful tactic, but is also not the best 
way to utilize the town’s vehicle 
pool, Phillips explained.

“We have talked about really 
taking a look at purchasing some 
town travel pool cars and getting 
rid of some of these old ones that 
are getting past their useful lives 
and have some expensive repairs 
and trying to kind of cycle some of 
those out, as well,” she said.

According to the 2021 draft bud-
get, $5,512,226 is expected for total 
capital expenditures in 2021, while 
revenues are projected to only be 
at $4,461,104, leading to a negative 
difference of $1,051,122.

“We are budgeting to spend 
significantly into reserves to fund 
capital projects. However, that I 
will say that at the end of the day 
with our projected carryover we 
still have an unrestricted reserve 
that is above our TABOR [Taxpayer 
Bill of Rights] requirement and our 
town three months of operating 
budget,” she said.

The town could want to con-
sider putting some things off or 
cutting some projects, Phillips 
added.

One potential cut could come in 
the form of the town asking the 
PATB to pay for half of $30,000 cost 
of the Visitor Center roof repair, 
Pierce suggested.

Bergon noted that the town 
could look at the possible vehicle 
purchase as a potential cut, noting 
that most expensive repairs would 
still be cheaper than buying a new 
vehicle.

Later in the meeting, council 
member Mat deGraaf suggested 
that, with the current climate of 
the world and the COVID-19 pan-
demic, that some of the Town Hall 
improvements be reconsidered or 
pushed back to another date.

chris@pagosasun.com

For the street 
maintenance 

plan, the town has 
budgeted $469,000, 

and, according to 
Town Manager 

Andrea Phillips, 
this is a plan that 

the town has gotten 
positive feedback on.
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Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER RESTORATION & 
CONCIERGE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Fire Restoration
Water Extraction
Mold Remediation
Structural Drying
Smoke and Odor Removal

PropertyBrothersPagosa.com
propertybrotherspagosa@gmail.com

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 43 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the ”Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Property Brothers is here to service you and your 
family through providing quality in our work, and 
being timely and efficient. 
In our property management division, we strive to 
offer peace of mind to you as you leave your home in 
our care for the seasons you can’t be here.

“From the start of disaster 
to moving back 
into your home, 

We Are Committed 
to the process 
of restoration.”

Winter Property Management Service
Call now to schedule — 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

Applications 
Accepted

Nov. 1, 2020 - April 30, 2021

To see if you qualify (see chart) or call 1-866-HEAT-HELP (1-866-432-8435)
Online: Colorado.gov/CDHS/LEAP or Coloradopeak.secure.force.com

For application assistance call 970-264-8513. If you or your 
organization is interested in hosting an outreach event call 
970-264-8510.

HOUSEHOLD SIZE
MONTHLY GROSS 

INCOME (60% OF STATE 
MEDIAN INCOME)

 1 $2,619
 2 $3,425
 3 $4,231
 4 $5,038
 5 $5,844
 6 $6,650
 7 $6,801
 8 $6,952
 For each additional add $151
 person over 8

21+ RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA

266 EAST PAGOSA STREET | 970-264-0942 | 970-946-4199
www.SmokeRingsCo.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Special pricing for locals w/local ID Special pricing for locals w/local ID (within 60 miles) (within 60 miles) 

We accept 

DEBIT 
CARDS

Open 7 days a week
We will be closed on We will be closed on 

Thanksgiving DayThanksgiving Day

TWILIGHT SPECIAL
$12 packages 

N-Fuzed Gummies
7-9 pm only

Bill & Susan Schwab,
Owners & Operators Since 2003

(970) 731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.

Open 8:00 - 5:30  Mon. - Fri.
24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

This Holiday Season make sure your family is safe.
There is no better time to have your vehicle winterized, put on all-season or 
studded snow tires, and equip it with Winter Wiper Blades to ensure easy 

start-ups and safer driving on the snowy, icy roads.

Piedra Automotive

Drive Safe This Holiday Season

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited time offer. Shop supplies and tax not included.  
May not be combined with any other offer. See the pros at Piedra Automotive for details.

Offer ends 1/15/20

10% OFF10% OFF
Winterization Service or Oil & Filter Change

Masterpiece cabinetry.

Affordable Kitchens
Call Mike Barr today (970) 731-7000
affkit@yahoo.com • merillat.com

Lifetime 
Warranty
Dovetailed drawer cores

“Whispertouch” soft 
action drawer and hinge 
closures

Sports
Football

Recreation News

Register now for youth 
basketball, arts and crafts class
By Darren Lewis
SUN Columnist

The Recreation Department is 
currently accepting registration 
through Dec. 28 for youth bas-
ketball ages 9-12. There will be 
two divisions, 9-10 and 11-12. 
There are only 40 spots available 
per division. Early registration is 
recommended. 

The cost is $35 and registration 
may only be completed at the Ross 
Aragon Community Center. 

Practice will start in January, 
with games beginning in February. 

Please call the Recreation De-
partment with any questions, 264-
4151, ext. 232 or 233.

Arts and crafts class
The Recreation Department is 

currently accepting registration 
through Nov. 25 for an arts and crafts 
class held at the Community Center. 

Registration can be completed at 
the Community Center. The class is 
for ages 9-13 and class size is limited 
to 10 participants. Early registration 
is recommended. 

Classes will be held on Tuesday 
and Thursdays from 4:15 to 5:30 
p.m. This class is a three-week ses-
sion running Dec. 1-17. The cost of 
the class is $25 for the three-week 
session. 

Please call the Recreation De-
partment with any questions, 264-
4151, ext. 232 or 233.

Pirates to host first round of playoffs versus Eaton
By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Pirate football team will take on 
the Eaton Reds in the first round 
of the state playoffs. The game is 
set to kickoff this Saturday, Nov. 
21, at 1 p.m. at Pagosa Springs High 
School’s Golden Peaks Stadium.

 The Pirates finished their regu-
lar season undefeated, claiming the 
top spot in the state’s 2A Southwest 
League. The Reds ended their regu-
lar season with a 4-2 overall record 
and finished third in the state’s 2A 
Patriot-East League. 

According to CHSAANow.com, 
the Pirates are entering the post-
season ranked fourth in the state’s 
2A division, while the Reds are 
ranked fifth. 

The playoff brackets for this year 
were determined, and seeded, by 

the Colorado High School Activi-
ties Association (CHSAA) Seeding 
Index, which combines the CHSAA 
Ratings Percentage Index, CHSAA-
Now coaches’ poll, MaxPreps Rank-
ings and Packard Ratings. Usually, 
league champions are automati-
cally granted a playoff spot and the 
remaining spots are filled based off 
of CHSAA’s Seeding Index. This year 
only, the CHSAA Seeding Index was 
used to determine playoff brackets. 

The Pirates have been quaran-
tined the past two weeks due to an 
exposure to the virus in their last 
home game against La Junta. 

In a phone interview, coach 
Nathan Morales explained that the 
team will get one practice together 
this Friday before the game. 

Due to quarantine restrictions, 
the Pirates haven’t been able to 
practice on the field with each 
other since their game against La 

Junta.
When asked if he was worried 

about the lack of practices, Morales 
said, “I’m not worried one bit. We’re 
making the best of it.”

Morales went on to speak about 
the mentality of the team. 

“People don’t understand this 
team, they don’t understand the 
mindset of this team. We’ve found 
so many different ways to become 
a better football team through all 
of this,” he said. 

He also highlighted how the 
team’s mentality all year long has 
been to “control the controllables” 
and that the players have always 
focused on what they can do, not 
what they can’t.

“We’re all about growth and 
everything that happens to us in 
life, we learn from it, we grow from 
it, and we’re better because of it,” 
Morales said. 

“They’re a good football team; 
that’s what you get in the playoffs,” 
the coach said of the Reds.

As for what Morales is hoping to 
see from the Pirates, he said, “Just 
continue what we’ve been doing ... 
I’m not gong to ask them to do any-
thing more extraordinary than they 
already have. I don’t need anybody 
to be more than they are.”

Morales added, staying focused 
on the positives that have come 
out of this unique season, “We’re 
excited to have the opportunity to 
play this weekend.”

When asked about how well the 
team has been able to prepare for 
this weekend’s game, Morales re-
sponded, “I have the utmost confi-
dence in our team, and I’m excited 

to play this weekend.”
A win this Saturday would send 

the Pirates to the semifinals, where 
they would either face Moffat 
County, who are ranked eighth in 
the state, or first-ranked Resurrec-
tion Christian. 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
only two spectator ticket oppor-
tunities are allowed per home 
player and coach, with no visiting 
spectators allowed and no general 
admission, according to Athletic 
Director Marcie Ham.

Those looking to watch the 
games can do so by purchasing a 
subscription at https://www.nfh-
snetwork.com/supportprogram.

Due to the effects that the CO-
VID-19 pandemic had on finalizing 
and approving a fall football season 
for Colorado, there are only eight 
teams in this year’s postseason 
bracket, half of the usual 16 teams 
that make it into the playoffs. 

According to CHSAA, nearly 80 
percent of schools across the state 
opted to play their football season 
this fall rather than wait to play in 
the spring. 

Last week, CHSAA announced 
that it will be holding a champion-
ship game for each division in the 
state: 6-man, 8-man, 1A, 2A, 3A, 
4A and 5A. 

However, unlike previous years 
with some of the larger division 
games being played at the Denver 
Broncos’ Empower Field at Mile 
High stadium, this year all cham-
pionship games will be played at 
Colorado State University-Pueblo’s 
DeRose ThunderBowl stadium. 

clayton@pagosasun.com

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
The Pagosa Springs High School Pirate football team will get another chance to carry out its pregame ritual and take the field Saturday when the 
Pirates host the Eaton Reds in the first round of the 2A state playoffs Saturday at 1 p.m. There will be no general admission to the game.
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the Health District (La Plata County and Archuleta 
County, CO) may provide comment to SJBPH at any 
time prior to the adoption of the budgets.
Published November 19, 26 and Dec. 3, 2020 in The 
Pagosa Springs SUN.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Christopher Lee Griffi n, Deceased

Case No. 20PR30021
All persons having claims against the above-named 

estate are required to present them to the personal 
representative or to the District Court of Archuleta County, 
Colorado on or before March 16, 2021, or the claims may 
be forever barred.

Todd M. Starr
Cunningham Swaim, LLP

P.O. Box 2560
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

(970) 749-0807
tstarr@cunninghamswaim.com

Published November 19, 26 and December 3, 2020 in 
The Pagosa Springs SUN.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Lucy Candelaria aka Lucy Sodida Candelaria 
aka Luciana S. Candelaria aka Lucy S. Candelaria aka 
Luciana Sodida Candelaria, Deceased

Case No. 20PR18
All persons having claims against the above-named 

estate are required to present them to the personal 
representative or to the District Court of Archuleta County, 
Colorado on or before March 25, 2021, or the claims may 
be forever barred.

Bernadette M. Candelaria Gonzales
2572 So. Field Court

Lakewood, CO 80227-2911
Published November 19, 26 and December 3, 2020 in 
The Pagosa Springs SUN.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF PROPERTY AT TAX 
LIEN SALE AND OF APPLICATION

FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of 
the hereinafter Described Land, Lot or Premises, and 
to the Person in Whose Name the same was Taxed or 
Specially Assessed, and to all Persons having Interest of 
Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To Whom 
It May Concern, and more especially to:

EMILY BERRY
905 CEDAR SPRINGS TERRACE

ARLINGTON, TX 76010
LUTHER H. BERRY

905 CEDAR SPRINGS TERRACE
ARLINGTON , TX 76010

You and each of you are hereby notifi ed that on the 
3rd day of November 2016, the then County Treasurer 
of Archuleta County, in the State of Colorado, sold at 
public tax lien sale to

MICHAEL J CAREY
the following described property situate in the County of 
Archuleta, State of Colorado, to-wit:

LOT 14 OF BLOCK 10 IN AMENDED ASPEN 
SPRINGS SUBDIVISION NO. 2, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF FILED FOR RECORD JUNE 

15, 1971 AS RECEPTION NO. 74503.
Account Number: R002642

Schedule Number: 569302102009
Tax Sale Certifi cate Number: 2016-03676

and said County Treasurer issued a certificate of 
purchase therefore to MICHAEL J CAREY
That said tax lien sale was made to satisfy the delinquent 
property(and special assessment) taxes assessed 
against said property for the year 2015
That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed in 
the name(s) of EMILY BERRY and LUTHER H. BERRY 
for said year 2015.
That said MICHAEL J CAREY on the 28th day of 
September 2020, the present holder of said certifi cate 
(who) has made request upon the Treasurer of said 
County for a deed to said property;
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said property 
to MICHAEL J CAREY
On the 31st day of March 2021, unless the same has 
been redeemed.
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any 
time prior to the actual execution of said Treasurer’s 
Deed.
Witness my hand this 30th day of October 2020
/s/ Elsa P White  
Elsa P White, Treasurer of Archuleta County, Colorado
Published November 19, 26 and December 3, 2020 in 
The Pagosa Springs SUN.

NOTICE OF PURCHASE OF PROPERTY AT TAX 
LIEN SALE AND OF APPLICATION

FOR ISSUANCE OF TREASURER’S DEED
To Every Person in Actual Possession or Occupancy of 
the hereinafter Described Land, Lot or Premises, and 
to the Person in Whose Name the same was Taxed or 
Specially Assessed, and to all Persons having Interest of 
Title of Record in or to the said Premises and To Whom 
It May Concern, and more especially to:

RICHARD COTO
871 S. ALESSANDRO ST
HEMET, CA 92543-7069

You and each of you are hereby notifi ed that on the 
2nd day of November 2017, the then County Treasurer 
of Archuleta County, in the State of Colorado, sold at 
public tax lien sale to

OCK LLC
the following described property situate in the County of 
Archuleta, State of Colorado, to-wit:

LOT 227 IN LAKE HATCHER PARK, ACCORDING 
TO THE PLAT THEREOF FILED FOR RECORD 

NOVEMBER 5, 1973 AS RECEPTION NO. 78738.
Account Number: R001732

Schedule Number: 558336203045
Tax Sale Certifi cate Number: 2017-04027

and said County Treasurer issued a certificate of 
purchase therefore to OCK LLC
That said tax lien sale was made to satisfy the delinquent 
property(and special assessment) taxes assessed 
against said property for the year 2016
That said real estate was taxed or specially assessed 
in the name(s) of RICHARD COTO for said year 2016.
That said OCK LLC on the 19th day of October 2020, 
the present holder of said certifi cate (who) has made 
request upon the Treasurer of said County for a deed 
to said property;
That a Treasurer’s Deed will be issued for said property 
to OCK LLC
On the 31st day of March 2021, unless the same has 
been redeemed.
Said property may be redeemed from said sale at any 
time prior to the actual execution of said Treasurer’s 
Deed.
Witness my hand this 2nd day of November 2020
/s/ Elsa P White  
Elsa P White, Treasurer of Archuleta County, Colorado
Published November 19, 26 and December 3, 2020 in 
The Pagosa Springs SUN.

The Archuleta County Board of County Commissioners 
is seeking volunteers to serve on the Archuleta County 
Airport Advisory Commission. Applicants must be County 
residents, 18 years or older with knowledge of aviation 
and of Stevens Field Airport. The Airport Advisory 
Commission (AAC) acts in an
advisory capacity to the Board of County Commissioners 
and the Airport Manager, providing input on airport issues 
when requested.
Please mail Letters of Interest with brief background to 
Archuleta County Administration, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa 
Springs, CO 81147 or deliver to County Offi ces at 398 
Lewis Street. Deadline for receipt of letters is 5:00 p.m. 
on Friday, November 20th.
Published November 19, 2020 in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN.

PUBLIC HEARING
The Pagosa Springs Sanitation General Improvement 
District Board will hold a public hearing on Tuesday 
December 1, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. by Zoom remote 
participation to take public comment on the 2021 
proposed budget for the Pagosa Springs Sanitation 
General Improvement District. Copies of the proposed 
budget are available for public inspection on the Town 
website and in the offi ce of the Town Clerk in the Town 
Hall.
Published November 19, 2020 in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN.

PUBLIC HEARING
The Town of Pagosa Springs Town Council will hold 
a public hearing on Tuesday December 1, 2020 at 
5:00 p.m. by Zoom remote participation to take public 
comment on the 2021 proposed budget and capital 
program for the Town of Pagosa Springs. Copies of 
the proposed budget and the proposed capital projects 
programs are available for public inspection on the 
Town website and in the offi ce of the Town Clerk in the 
Town Hall.
Published November 19, 2020 in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN.

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING
Notice is hereby given that a proposed budget has 
been submitted to the Piedra Park Metropolitan Im-
provement District (PPMID) Board of Directors for the 
calendar year 2021. The proposed budget is available 
for public inspection at 55 MILTON LANE ARBOLES, 
CO. Copies are also available upon request by email 
at PIEDRAPARK@YAHOO.COM or phone at (970 749-
5968). The proposed budget will be considered at a 
regular meeting of the PPMID board of directors to be 
held on December 9, 2020 at 55 Milton Lane, Arboles, 
Colorado at 6 PM. 
Any interested party may inspect the proposed budget 
and fi le or register any objections thereto in writing at 
any time prior to the fi nal adoption of the budget. Any 
objections may be submitted to the PPMID Board of Di-
rectors by email PIEDRAPARK@YAHOO.COM or letter 
P.O. Box 1609 Arboles,CO 81121.
Published November 19 and 26, 2020 in The Pagosa 
Springs SUN.

which curve bears North 10°30’ 23” East, 113.41 feet;
Thence North 27° 05’ 21” East, 537.09 feet;
Thence North 31° 33’ 00” East, 225.00 feet to 
the northeasterly end-center of the strip herein 
described, whence the South 1/4 corner of said 
Section 26, bears South 32° 37’ 25” East, 1244.11 
feet distant.
It is the intent of the above and foregoing to 
described a continuous strip of land 60.00 feet in 
width, the side lines of which strip are lengthened or 
shortened to close upon the northerly easement limit 
of said County Road at the southwesterly end and to 
close on a line perpendicular to the fi nal course along 
the centerline at the northeasterly end.
known as No. 1251, 1251A County Road 139
Street Address
Pagosa Springs CO 81147(Property Address)
City State Zip
together with all its appurtenances (Property).
Also known by street and number as: 1251 County 
Road 139, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF 
THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY 
THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.

NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by 
the Deed of Trust, described herein, has fi led Notice of 
Election and Demand for sale as provided by law and 
in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public 
auction, at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, 12/31/2020, at the 
Archuleta County Treasurer’s Offi ce at 449 San Juan St. 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, sell to the highest and best 
bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of 
the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, 
for the purpose of paying the indebtedness provided in 
said Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of Trust, 
plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and other 
items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a 
Certifi cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 11/5/2020
Last Publication 12/3/2020
Name of Publication Pagosa Springs Sun
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, 
THE DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY 
ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 08/28/2020
Elsa P. White, Public Trustee in and for the County of 
Archuleta, State of Colorado
By: /s/ Elsa P. White, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar 
registration number of the attorney(s) representing the 
legal holder of the indebtedness is:
Daniel L Fiedler #47916
Daniel L Fiedler 190 Talisman Dr. Suite D-6,
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 (970) 507-8528
Attorney File # 20PLYLER102
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is 
attempting to collect a debt. Any information provided 
may be used for that purpose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 
1/2015
Published November 5, 12, 19, 26 and December 3, 2020 
in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE 

SALE NO. 2020-005
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard 
to the following described Deed of Trust:
On August 28, 2020, the undersigned Public Trustee 
caused the Notice of Election and Demand relating to 
the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the 
County of Archuleta records.
Original Grantor(s) Louis Ervan Tardona III and Sydney 
Marie Sawyer
Original Benefi ciary(ies) Stephen Plyler
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt Stephen Plyler
Date of Deed of Trust July 08, 2014
County of Recording Archuleta
Recording Date of Deed of Trust July 09, 2014
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/
Page No.) 21403764 
Original Principal Amount $335,696.95
Outstanding Principal Balance $259,758.29
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby 
notifi ed that the covenants of the deed of trust have been 
violated as follows: failure to pay principal and interest 
when due together with all other payments provided for 
in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of trust and 
other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
A tract of land in the SW1/4 of Section 26, Township 
35 North, Range 2-1/2 West, N.M.P.M., being more 
particularly described as follows:
BEGINNING at a point whence the Southeast Corner 
of said Section 26, bears South 78° 10’ 33” East, 
3265.18 feet; thence North 58° 27’ West, 330.0 feet;
Thence North 31° 33’ East, 660.0 feet;
Thence South 58° 27’ East, 330.0 feet;
Thence South 31° 33’ West, 660.0 feet to the point 
of beginning.
TOGETHER WITH a non-exclusive easement, 60 
feet in width, for ingress and egress purposes 
as described and set forth in the Warranty Deed 
recorded July 15, 1980 in Book 174 at Page 221.
known as No. 1251 County Road 139, Pagosa 
Springs, CO 81147    
together with all its appurtenances (Property).
Also known by street and number as: 1251 County 
Road 139, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF 
THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY 
THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.

NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by 
the Deed of Trust, described herein, has fi led Notice of 
Election and Demand for sale as provided by law and 
in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public 
auction, at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, 12/31/2020, at the 
Archuleta County Treasurer’s Offi ce at 449 San Juan St. 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, sell to the highest and best 
bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of 
the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, 
for the purpose of paying the indebtedness provided in 
said Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of Trust, 
plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and other 
items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a 
Certifi cate of Purchase, all as provided by law.
First Publication 11/5/2020
Last Publication 12/3/2020
Name of Publication Pagosa Springs Sun
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, 
THE DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY 
ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 08/28/2020
Elsa P. White, Public Trustee in and for the County of 
Archuleta, State of Colorado
By: /s/ Elsa P. White, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar 
registration number of the attorney(s) representing the 
legal holder of the indebtedness is:
Daniel L Fiedler #47916
Daniel L Fiedler 190 Talisman Dr. Suite D-6, Pagosa 
Springs, CO 81147 (970) 507-8528
Attorney File # 20PLYLER101
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is 
attempting to collect a debt. Any information provided 
may be used for that purpose.
©Public Trustees’ Association of Colorado Revised 
1/2015
Published November 5, 12, 19, 26 and December 3, 2020 
in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Charles Michael Weed, Deceased

Case No. 2020PR30037
All persons having claims against the above-named 

estate are required to present them to the personal 
representative or to the District Court of Archuleta County, 
Colorado on or before March 22, 2021, or the claims 
may be forever barred.

Bette Benavides, Personal Representative
1212 H Street #52

Ramona, CA 92065
Published November 12, 19 and 26, 2020 in The Pagosa 
Springs SUN.

Archuleta County Combined Courts
46 Eaton Drive, Suite 1
PO Box 148 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Case No. 20C30092

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Public notice is given on 11/6/20, that a Petition for a 
Change of Name of an Adult has been fi led with the 
Archuleta Court.
The Petition requests that the name of Ovidiu Marcel 
Cepoi be changed to David Cepoi.

/s/ Cheryl C. Mulbery
Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk

Published November 12, 19 and 26, 2020 in The Pagosa 
Springs SUN.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR ADOPTION OF
2020 SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET AND 

APPROPRIATION
AND 2021 BUDGET AND APPROPRIATION

(Pursuant to Section 29-1-106 and Section 29-1-109, 
C.R.S.)
NOTICE is hereby given that the 2020 Draft Supplemental 
Budget and 2021 Proposed Budget have been submitted 
to the San Juan Basin Public Health (SJBPH) Board 
of Health. These budgets will be considered at 
a public hearing which will take place during the 
regular meeting of the Board of Health on December 
10, 2020 commencing at 9:00 a.m. Agendas and 
meeting information are available at sjbpublichealth.
org/boardofhealth. The 2020 Draft Supplemental and 
2021 Proposed budgets are available for inspection at 
sjbpublichealth.org/ reportsandbudgets. Anyone within 

Public 
Notices

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE 

SALE NO. 2020-006
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard 
to the following described Deed of Trust:
On August 28, 2020, the undersigned Public Trustee 
caused the Notice of Election and Demand relating to 
the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the 
County of Archuleta records.
Original Grantor(s) Louis Ervan Tardona III and Sydney 
Marie Sawyer
Original Benefi ciary(ies) Stephen Plyler
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt Stephen Plyler
Date of Deed of Trust July 08, 2014
County of Recording Archuleta
Recording Date of Deed of Trust July 09, 2014
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/
Page No.) 21403765 
Original Principal Amount $335,696.95
Outstanding Principal Balance $259,758.29
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby 
notifi ed that the covenants of the deed of trust have been 
violated as follows: failure to pay principal and interest 
when due together with all other payments provided for 
in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of trust and 
other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
See attached legal description.

EXHIBIT A
TRACT I:
A tract of land in the SW1/4 of section 26, Township 35 
North, Range 2-1/2 West, Archuleta County, Colorado 
being more particularly described as follows:
BEGINNING at the West 1/4 corner of said Section 26;
Thence North 88° 18’ 46” East along the East-West 
mid-section line of said Section 26, a distance 
of 1303.60 feet to the Northwest corner of said 
NE1/4SW1/4; 
Thence South 02° 03’ 41” East along the West line 
of said NE1/4SW1/4, a distance of 449.77 feet to the 
TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING;
Thence South 79° 43’ 17” East, a distance of 84.01 
feet to a 5/8” rebar and cap, marked L.S. 5840, being 
at the corner of two fences running North and West;
Thence South 78° 39’ 53” East, a distance of 192.48 
feet;
Thence South 60° 08’ 53” East, a distance of 300.90 
feet;
Thence South 02° 03’ 41” East parallel with said West 
line of the NE1/4SW1/4, a distance of 278.38 feet;
Thence South 87° 56’ 19” West, a distance of 524.73 
feet to the said West line;
Thence North 02° 03’ 41” West, along said West 
line, a distance of 500.00 feet to the TRUE POINT 
OF BEGINNING.
LESS AND EXCEPT any portion thereof lying or 
being within the parcel described in deed recorded 
December 4, 1985 as Reception No. 135742.
TRACT II:
A parcel of land located in the SW1/4 of Section 26, 
Township 35 North, Range 2-1/2 West, N.M.P.M., 
Archuleta County, Colorado, which parcel is more 
particularly described by metes and bounds as 
follows, to-wit:
BEGINNING at the Southeast corner of the parcel 
herein described, a point on the east line of said 
SW1/4 of Section 26, whence the Southeast corner 
of said SW1/4 of Section 26, a properly marked 
aluminum cap on a 2-1/2 inch diameter pipe (LS 
20691), bears South 00°47’ 14” East, 601.50 feet 
distant;
Thence South 89° 54’ 33” West, 1747.10 feet to the 
Southwest corner of the parcel herein described;
Thence North 01° 28’ 38” West, 706.84 feet to the 
Northwest corner of the parcel herein described, 
a point on the south boundary of that certain tract 
of land described in Book 150 at Page 273 of the 
records in the offi ce of the Archuleta County Clerk 
and Recorder;
Thence North 89° 37’ 13” East, 450.00 feet along 
said south boundary, Book 150 at Page 273, to the 
southeast corner thereof;
Thence North 00° 47’ 08” West, 348.50 feet along the 
east boundary of said tract described in Book 150 
at Page 273 to the southwest corner of that certain 
tract of land described under Reception No. 145314 
of the records in said offi ce;
Thence North 89°12’ 52” East, 524.73 feet along the 
south line of said tract, Reception No. 145314, to the 
southeast corner thereof;
Thence North 00° 47’ 08” West, 281.64 feet along 
the east line of said tract, Reception No. 145314, to 
the northeast corner thereof, a point on the south 
boundary of that certain tract of land described under 
Reception No. 135742 of the records in said offi ce;
Thence South 58° 41’ 26” East, 565.15 feet along the 
south boundary of said tract, Reception No. 135742;
Thence South 50° 55’ 39” East, 393.49 feet along the 
south boundary of said tract, Reception No. 135742, 
to its point of intersection with the east line of said 
SW1/4 of Section 26, which point of intersection is 
the northeast corner of the parcel therein described;
Thence South 00° 47’ 14” East, 802.53 feet along 
the east line of said SW1/4 of section 26 to the point 
of beginning.
LESS AND EXCEPT that certain tract of land 
described in Book 174 at Page 221 of the records 
in the office of the Archuleta County Clerk and 
Recorder.
TOGETHER WITH, a non-exclusive easement for 
the purposes of ingress, egress and the installation 
and maintenance of utility transmission lines, which 
easement is located in the SE1/4SW1/4 of Section 
26, Township 35 North, Range 2-1/2 West, N.M.P.M., 
Archuleta County, Colorado, and which easement 
is a strip of land 60.00 feet in width, being 30.00 
feet wide on each side of the following described 
centerline, to-wit;
BEGINNING at the southwesterly end-center of 
the strip herein described, a point on the northerly 
easement limit for Archuleta County Road No. 139, 
whence the South 1/4 corner of said Section 26 bears 
South 80°46’ 30” East, 1062.58 feet distant,
Thence North 02° 54’ 09” West, 96.19 feet;
Thence 114.70 feet on the arc of a curve to the right, 
having a radius of 220.00 feet, the long chord of 

Outdoors
Women’s Outdoor Media Association announces 
Mia Anstine as inaugural Founder’s Award winner

Photo courtesy Mia Anstine
Mia Anstine receives the Women’s Outdoor Media Association’s Found-
er’s Award.

By Mia Anstine
Women’s Outdoor Media Association

The Women’s Outdoor Media 
Association ( WOMA) recently 
presented Mia Anstine with its first-
ever WOMA Founder’s Award. The 
recipient of the WOMA Founder’s 
Award is recognized for her con-
tinued support of shooting sports, 
hunting, fishing and archery.

According to WOMA President 
Lenee Landis, “We chose Mia to 
receive the initial WOMA Founder’s 
Award because of her lifetime 
commitment to volunteerism and 
her passion for educating women 
and juniors to participate in a 
wide variety of outdoor activities. 
The premise of this award is to 
recognize ‘unsung heroes’ who are 
selfless in devoting their time and 
ability to engage women in the out-
door lifestyle while building their 
confidence and teaching them 
important skills.”

Anstine has volunteered as an 
instructor at the WOMA’s annual 
She Never Quit charity event for 
five years.

“We also want to recognize that 
she’s involved as a volunteer for 
other organizations on local, state 
and national levels” said Landis. 
“Mia embodies the generous and 
passionate spirit required to guide 
women with a desire to learn more 
about the outdoors on a journey of 
self-discovery and success. We’re 
thrilled to have her on our team 
and delighted to recognize her 
dedication by presenting her with 
our WOMA Founder’s Award.”

“It is an honor to receive recog-
nition for my volunteer work and 
devotion to education,” said An-
stine. “While a ‘thank you’ is not 
necessary, it sure does feel good. 
I hope this award inspires oth-
ers to step up and volunteer in 
the outdoor industry so they, too, 

can recognize the fulfillment that 
comes along with teaching others 
how special the shooting, hunting, 
fishing and outdoor lifestyle is.” 

The WOMA Founder’s Award 
recognizes Anstine’s work at WOMA 
events as well as her continual con-
tributions via her own company, 
plus her efforts with the Colorado 
Sportsman’s Roundtable, Safari 
Club International, the DC Project 
and the many other outreach en-
deavors she participates in. 

“Mia is a mentor and has the 
ability to do it all with patience and 
a smile; she has made a profound 
impact on women’s lives,” said 
Landis.

About Mia Anstine
In addition to being a certified 

instructor of archery, rifle, pistol, 
shotgun and hunter’s education, 
Anstine is an award-winning out-
door writer, big game outfitting 
guide, advocate, wife and mother. 
Her work has been featured on 
television, radio, in newspapers 
and magazines. As an engaging 
speaker, commentator and instruc-
tor, Anstine has been featured in 
numerous interviews. 

Her passion for influencing oth-
ers to pursue their outdoor dreams 
resulted in Anstine being the first 
American woman (and of Latin 
descent) featured on the cover of 
Field and Stream magazine (August 
2016).

About the WOMA  
Founder’s Award

This award, created in honor of 
the WOMA founder, Deb Ferns, 
highlights someone who’s tirelessly 
taught women and inspired pro-
grams to elevate women’s partici-
pation, experiences and abilities 
in the outdoor world. 

The WOMA Founder’s Award 
will be presented each year at the 

annual She Never Quit charity 
event. Criteria include but is not 
limited to: lobbying efforts for wild-
life management; being a viable 
community member in continued 
education for hunting, fishing, 
shooting sports and/or archery; 
Second Amendment activism; con-
servation; and a lifelong commit-
ment to bringing more women and 
youth into the outdoor lifestyle.

About WOMA
Established in 2008, WOMA 

focuses on increasing media cov-
erage of women who are active in 
traditional outdoor sports, espe-
cially shooting, hunting, fishing 
and archery. 

Photo courtesy Tammy Walters
Villanelle the dog watches for a family of deer to visit every day and runs 
out and barks to try and scare them away, but none of them pay her any 
mind. 

Village Lake rises 1 foot, snow pack 
remains above 100 percent of median
By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

Pagosa Area Water and Sanita-
tion District (PAWSD) Manager 
Justin Ramsey released a public 
service announcement this past 
Monday, Nov. 16, outlining the cur-
rent water levels in Pagosa Springs’ 
local lakes, including a 1-foot rise 
in Village Lake.

According to the press release, 
Lake Forest’s water level dropped 
1 inch from last week’s report, 
bringing the current water level to 
4 inches from full.

Hatcher Lake remains the lowest 
of the five lakes, despite rising 2 
inches from last week’s report. The 
current water level is listed at 61 
inches from full. 

 Stevens Lake’s water level is 
down 5 inches from last week’s 
report, bringing the current water 
level to 50 inches from full. 

Lake Pagosa’s water level re-
mains at 12 inches from full, con-
sistent with last week’s report.

Village Lake rose 1 foot from last 
week’s report, bringing the current 
water level to 12 inches from full.

The West Fork diversion flow 
rate is listed at 3 cubic feet per 
second (cfs) and the Four Mile di-
version flow is listed at 1 cfs. 

Water production from Nov. 6 
through Nov. 12 is listed at a total 
of 9.31 million gallons. The Snow-
ball water plant contributed 2.64 
million gallons, while the Hatcher 
plant contributed 6.67 million 
gallons. 

Last year, total water production 
was listed at 10.2 million gallons for 
those dates. 

River report
According to the U.S. Geological 

Survey, the San Juan River was flow-

ing at a rate of 77.7 cfs in Pagosa 
Springs as of 2 p.m. on Wednesday 
Nov. 18. 

Based on 84 years of water re-
cords, the average flow rate for this 
date is 90 cfs. 

The highest recorded rate for 
this date was in 1942 at 285 cfs. 
The lowest recored rate was 28 cfs, 
recorded in 1976.

Snow report
According to the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture National Water 
and Climate Center’s snow pack 
report, the Wolf Creek Summit, at 
11,000 feet of elevation, had 6.4 
inches of snow water equivalent as 
of 2 p.m. on Nov. 18.

That amount is 130 percent of 
the Nov. 18 median for this site.

The San Miguel, Dolores, Ani-
mas and San Juan River Basins 
were at 109 percent of the Nov. 18 
median in terms of snow pack. 

clayton@pagosasun.com
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6:30am to 2:30pm daily 
Friday & Saturday dinner 5 to 9pm

Learn more about us at:
Facebook 
Instagram @lonespurcafe 
www.lonespurcafe.comformerly Dorothy’s Restaurant

135 Country Center Dr. Ste. A

Great Cowboy Food, Great Cowboy Food, 

Great Cowboy Service, 
Great Cowboy Service, 

& Great Cowboy Charm!
& Great Cowboy Charm!

Y’all come Y’all come 
hungry now!hungry now!

NOW 
OPEN!

from our 
family to yours

The Tile & Carpet Store
M-F 8-4:30  •  (970) 731-5282

204 Bastille Dr. 
thetileandcarpetstorepagosa.com

Unlocks • Master Keying 
Chip (Transponder) Key Programming 
Replacement Keys
Residential Door & Frame Repairs 
Residential Weatherstripping

Call Armor City Locksmith 
(970) 264-2747

Auto • Commercial • 
Residential

PAGOSA’S LOCAL LOCKSMITHPAGOSA’S LOCAL LOCKSMITH

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
FROM BANK OF COLORADO

We are very thankful for the opportunity to live 

and work in this great community. Thank you for 

your continued support. Have a happy and safe 

holiday from your Bank of Colorado family.

PAGOSA SPRINGS 205 Country Center Drive, 970.731.4166
bankofcolorado.com

MEMBER FDIC

19_BC128_PS_THANKSGIVING_AD.indd   119_BC128_PS_THANKSGIVING_AD.indd   1 11/18/19   12:03 PM11/18/19   12:03 PM

Each office is independently owned and operated

YourPagosaHome.com

Kim Moore 
(970) 946-5619

CRS, GRI, Broker Associate 
kimamoorerealestate@gmail.com 

My gratitude to family, friends and 
customers for your friendship and support.

Extension Viewpoints

‘Murder hornet’ title is all buzz, no sting
By Robin Young
SUN Columnist

The Asian giant hornet has 
earned the nickname “murder 
hornet,” but entomologists say that 
name isn’t deserved.

As if there wasn’t enough to 
worry about with the COVID-19 
pandemic, a new twist to 2020 was 
announced. This time it’s the vespa 
mandarinia — better known as the 
Asian giant hornet. The world’s 
largest hornet, it can reach up to 2 
inches long, has a wingspan up to 
3 inches wide and a quarter-inch 
stinger to inject its venom.

News of the insect being re-
cently discovered in North America 
has spurred startling headlines 
about the so-called “murder hor-
nets.” The nickname comes due 
in part to its ability to decimate 
an entire colony of honeybees by 
decapitating them.

But Colorado State University 
entomology professor and exten-
sion specialist Whitney Cranshaw 
said all the buzz is unnecessary. 

Cranshaw, who is also chairman 
of the Entomological Society of 
America’s committee on common 
insect names, recently wrote a re-
sponse about the media reaction 
and the colorful name to his listserv 
PestTalk.

“The name ‘murder wasp’ is just 
silly and needlessly inflammatory. 
It is a predator; it eats other insects. 
Like all mantids, most all lady 
beetles and lacewings, all spiders … 
We have three wasp families (sphe-
cidae, crabronidae, pompilidae) 
that are very well represented in 
most any yard/garden in the state, 
which are generally referred to by 
the far more benign term ‘hunting 
wasps.’ These insects paralyze their 
prey, haul the paralyzed insect to 
some nest, lay an egg on it and have 
a larval stage that slowly consumes 
the live — but paralyzed — insect. 
Should we call these the ‘kidnap 
and slowly butcher’ wasps?”

In an interview with KUNC, 
Cranshaw said the post stemmed 
from frustration over seeing even 

highly regarded media feeding the 
“murder hornet” frenzy. 

“I expect something like that 
from The Enquirer, but not the New 
York Times,” he said. 

To be an acceptable common 
name, Cranshaw says it has to be 
based on some unique features. 

“All hornets murder stuff,” he 
said. “I mean, what we call a very 
common insect around here, which 
is technically a black yellow jacket, 
the bald-faced hornet — it murders 
insects all day.” 

While the finding of the insect 
in a small area of western Wash-
ington and British Columbia is 
news — it’s typically only found in 
Asia — Cranshaw said the fear that 
it’s spreading is unnecessary. 

“At this point in time, it’s very 
premature to think that this is going 
to be a threat,” he said.

The Asian giant hornet’s method 
of attack might be part of why 
people are latching onto this story. 
After catching its prey, the hornet 
decapitates it, chewing portions 
of the thorax into a ball and then 
flying back to the nest. One hornet 
can kill approximately 40 bees in 
an hour. During a “slaughter and 
occupy” event, a swarm can wipe 
out an entire bee colony in a mat-
ter of hours.

But while the hornet can do 
great damage to honeybees, Cran-
shaw said it prefers to go after 
social bees and wasps. 

“It is far more likely to be an 
insect that would attack all those 
little paper wasps that are mak-
ing those nests on the side of your 
house or the yellow jackets that are 
in the ground making a nest there, 
that then run around on your ham-
burger and drink Coca Cola out of 
your can at the end of summer,” 
he said. “That’s what they’re going 
to murder more than honeybees.” 

Besides, the honeybee has far 
bigger things to worry about as far 
as predators go.

“In terms of a threat to honey-
bees, I mean, we have way more 
important things that damage 
honeybees now that recently came 

into the country than the Asian gi-
ant hornet will ever be,” Cranshaw 
said. “It’s back of the line after 
things like varroa destructor mites 
and nosema ceranae — the disease, 
and small hive beetles. It goes to the 
end of the line. It’s another threat, 
but not a huge one, and it’s not go-
ing to be an issue here in Colorado.” 

The Asian giant hornet is found 
in low-elevation, moist forest areas, 
Cranshaw said, making Colorado’s 
high-elevation, dry forests a poor 
choice and one where it would not 
thrive if it were to ever get here. 
And, to get here, it would need 
some human help. 

“There are geographic barriers 
that this thing would have to pass 
between western Washington and 
eastern Colorado that I can not see 
this passing on his own,” he said. 
“Somebody would have to carry 
it and that’s a very dicey kind of 
thing to do.”

The potential threat to humans 
has also made the hornet an in-
triguing story, with reports that, 
in Japan, approximately 50 people 
died from Asian giant hornet stings 
last year. But according to the Cen-
ters of Disease Control and Preven-
tion, an average of 62 people die 
from wasp, hornet and bee stings 
in the U.S. each year. In Colorado, 
about 95 percent of all stings are 
from the western yellow jacket, 
Cranshaw said. 

“The Asian giant hornet’s sting 
is not particularly toxic,” he said. 
“It just has a big stinger.” 

And as far as overall size goes, 
Colorado insects hold their own, 
Cranshaw said. The cicada killer 
wasp, native to parts of Colorado, 
is in the same weight class as the 
Asian giant hornet. 

“If you go down to southeast 
Colorado, check out the bloom-
ing flowers at the end of August 
and early September, and you’ll 
see these huge, blue-black-orange 
wing tarantula hawks. And then if 
you’re in an area where the cicada 
killers occur … I mean they look 
like a giant, mutant yellow jacket 
from hell.”

But the catchy headlines and the 
fact that people are looking for any-
thing not COVID-19 related to read 
about right now makes the Asian 
giant hornet far more interesting, 
Cranshaw said. 

“Well, there are aspects about 
this insect that certainly make it 
a good story,” he said. “It’s a big 
wasp and it’s got a big stinger and 
sometimes it will attack honeybee 
hives … and it can do damage to 
that hive. So those kinds of aspects 
of it certainly make it an interesting 
insect.”

For information, please call the 
Archuleta County CSU Extension 
office at 264-5931. 

Visit us on the Web at https://
archuleta.extension.colostate.edu/ 
or like us on Facebook and get 
more information: https://www.
facebook.com/CSUARCHCTY.

Donate to the Archuleta 
County 4-H program

The Archuleta County 4-H pro-
gram boasts a membership of more 
than 150 members annually. Often, 
these programs rely on fundrais-
ers to help offset the costs of the 
program, such awards, supplies 
and, most importantly, leadership 
opportunities. Members can at-
tend various leadership camps and 
conferences statewide and even 
nationally. 

To help our program continue 
to support our members, we appre-
ciate any contribution you make. 
To pay online, visit https://client.
pointandpay.net/web/Archuleta-
Co4H/ and select Contributions 
and Donations. 

Like us on Facebook — https://
www.facebook.com/Archuleta-
County4H/.

CPR and first aid  
certification

CPR and first aid certification 
classes are offered monthly by the 
CSU Extension office generally on 
the second Monday and Wednes-
day of each month from 6 to 10 p.m. 
The cost for the classes is $80 for 
combined CPR/first aid and $55 for 
CPR, first aid or recertification. Call 
the Extension office at 246-5931 to 
register.Funding available for projects 

addressing forest health, wildfire risk
By Teddy Parker-Renga
Colorado State Forest Service

Wildfires are both natural and 
inevitable — including in wildland-
urban interface (WUI) settings 
where millions of Coloradans live. 
These fires can be particularly 
destructive in areas where forests 
are unhealthy, unmanaged and 
unnaturally dense. 

For those interested in taking 
action, but who have lacked the 
means, funding is now available to 
help address this risk.

The Colorado State Forest Ser-
vice announced that it is accepting 
proposals from Colorado HOAs, 
community groups, local govern-
ments, fire protection districts, util-
ities and nonprofit organizations 
seeking funding to improve forest 
health, conduct forest restoration 
and reduce wildfire risk on non-
federal land in the state. Approxi-
mately $700,000 in total funding 
is available and grant awards are 
available up to $250,000.

The Forest Restoration and 
Wildfire Risk Mitigation Grant 
Program helps fund projects that 
strategically reduce the potential 
wildfire risk to property, infrastruc-
ture and water supplies and that 
promote forest health through sci-
entifically based forestry practices. 

The competitive grant program 

is designed to reduce risk to people 
and property in the WUI and sup-
port long-term ecological restora-
tion. Applications must not only 
promote forest health and address 
the reduction of hazardous fuels 
that could fuel a wildfire — such as 
trees and brush near homes — but 
also utilize wood products derived 
from forest management efforts.

The state can fund up to 50 or 75 
percent of the cost of each awarded 
project; grant recipients are re-
quired to match at least 25 or 50 
percent of the total project cost 
through cash or in-kind contribu-
tions depending on whether the 
project location falls within an area 
of “fewer economic resources.” 

Projects can be located on pri-
vate, state, county or municipal 
forestlands. Program funds also are 
allowable to fund the purchase of 
equipment that directly supports 
and expands on-the-ground op-
portunities to reduce hazardous fu-
els. Program funds may be used for 
forest restoration, but are not part 
of post-fire rehabilitation activities.

Applicants must coordinate 
proposed projects with relevant 
county officials to ensure consis-
tency with county-level wildfire 
risk reduction planning. Follow-
up monitoring also is a necessary 
component of this grant program 
to help demonstrate the relative 

efficacy of various treatments 
and the utility of grant resources. 
The CSFS will work with success-
ful project applicants to conduct 
project monitoring and conduct 
site visits to assess effectiveness 
and completion of projects.

Additional emphasis will be 
given to projects that: are identi-
fied through a community-based 
collaborative process, such as a 
Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan; are implemented strategically 
across land ownership boundaries; 
are conducted within a priority 
area identified in the 2020 Colorado 
Forest Action Plan; utilize the labor 
of an accredited Colorado Youth or 
Veterans Corps organization; and 
include forest treatments that result 
in the protection of water supplies.

Applications must be submitted 
electronically to local CSFS Field 
Offices by 5 p.m. on Dec. 11. A 
technical advisory panel convened 
by the CSFS will review project 
applications and make funding 
recommendations. The CSFS will 
then notify successful applicants 
next spring.

Applications and additional 
information about the Forest Res-
toration and Wildfire Risk Mitiga-
tion Grant Program are available 
at CSFS Field Offices and online 
at csfs.colostate.edu/funding-
assistance.



A14 — The Pagosa Springs SUN — Thursday, November 19, 2020

Thanksgiving issue 
Thursday, November 26

Early Deadlines 
Display Advertising 

Noon, Friday, November 20

Classified Advertising 
10 a.m., Monday, November 23

Too Late to Classify 10 a.m., Monday, November 23

Legal Advertising, Articles & Letters 

Noon, Thursday, November 19

The Pagosa Springs SUN office will be closed Thursday, November 26 
and Friday, November 27 in observance of Thanksgiving

264-2100 • www.PagosaSUN.com

Shelley Low 
Top Producer

970-946-0930

Liz Jamison 
575-770-1190

Linette Nye Schmidt  
719-588-1636

Sharon Crump 
970-398-0215

Kathleen McFadden  
512-422-3496

Kim Moore 
970-946-5619

Penny Loper 
970-946-3639

Jean Brittingham 
970-507-0885

Drew Harbison 
970-398-0521

Caitlyn Jewell 
970-216-5686

Brittney Hathorn 
719-588-0656

Trisha Taylor 
303-525-7037

Jen Ott 
951-492-8039

Our Office is in Pagosa Springs — Our Agents are Everywhere!
- Serving Pagosa Springs, Durango, Bayfield, South Fork, Mancos, Ignacio, Northern New Mexico & More -

565 Village Drive Suite “E” for EXIT 
between Cafe Colorado and Thai Pagosa

(970) 731-EXIT (3948)
Also at: 1032 Main Avenue, Durango, CO 81301
(970) 247-EXIT (3948) • exitrealtydurango.com

Our EXIT Franchises are locally owned 
and internationally known.Each office is independently owned and operated

Looking to Buy
or Sell a home?

Call today to put our knowledge, experience 
and cutting-edge technology to work for you!

BUYER SERVICES
We’re here to help you find the home 

of your dreams. With a team of experts 
guiding you every step of the way, our 
extensive knowledge and experience 
will ensure you have the best home 

buying experience possible.

SELLER SERVICES
We take the stress out of selling 

your home by providing a seamless 
experience from start to finish. Our 

team will put you in the best position 
to market your home and sell it for the 

highest possible price.

We are grateful for our customers and the great 
support we’ve received from Pagosa Springs. 

Happy, healthy Thanksgiving!

Tommy Nell 
970-946-5997

Under New Ownership
with Agents You Know & Trust!

EXIT REALTY
HOME & RANCH

Photo courtesy George Hunyadi
A blanket of snow covers Navajo Peak near Chromo.

Fire board reviews 2020, 2021 budgets, 
approves purchase of new lifts
By Simone Mounsamy
Staff Writer

At its Nov. 10 meeting, the 
Pagosa Fire Protection District 
(PFPD) Board of Directors took an-
other look at its draft 2021 budget.

The budget that the board pre-
sented remains the same as that of 
the October meeting. No vote was 
held, and the draft budget remains 
open for inspection. The final draft 
will be presented on Dec. 8.

Fire Chief Randy Larson said, “I 
do not anticipate any changes.”

Total revenues have gone down 
from the 2020 projected year-end to 
2021 by $727,824, from $3,307,742 
to $2,579,918. Total resources have 
gone down, as well, by $683,558, 
from $4,104,250 to $3,420,692. 

The PFPD maintains $100,000 
in general reserve, $150,000 in capi-
tal reserve and has added $19,938 
into the pension fund since 2019. 

Total expenses are at $3,263,476 
for the projected year-end and 
$2,977,853 for the 2021 draft budget. 

The PFPD is well under budget 
for the year due to lack of traveling 
like sending people to trainings 
and conferences, Larson explained.

The 2020 budgeted expenses in 
fire operations show $83,212 less 
at the projected year-end than the 
$469,594 budgeted.  

However, the budgeted capital 
outlay expenses are projected to 
have gone up $438,038 by the year-
end, with the projected year-end 
figure being $692,038, compared 
to the budgeted $254,000. 

General overhead expenses are 
projected to be down $24,388 by 
the year-end, though they are 
budgeted to go back up by $34,643 
next year. 

Impact fees are no longer pro-
jected in the budget. 

A total of $269,056 more was 
budgeted this year from last year 
for payroll and benefits expenses 
($1,204,663 versus $1,473,719); 
however, $26,201 less has been 
projected by year-end. For the 2021 
draft budget, $1,560,231 has been 
determined for payroll and benefits 
expenses, which is $112,713 more 
than what is projected for this 
year’s end.

The PFPD had 18 full-time 
equivalents (FTEs) in 2019. In 
2020, it added an administrative 
assistant, making 19 FTEs, and it 
projects 19 again for 2021.

The PFPD has seasonal firefight-
ers for the wildland season and one 
part-time inspector, as well, ex-
plained Shirley Brinkmann, PFPD 
executive administrative assistant.

PFPD approves purchase 
of new lifts

Three bids were received on 
equipment for the maintenance 
department, according to Larson. 

A prevention vehicle and a ser-
vice vehicle were in the budget for 
this year, but due to “shutdowns of 
factories” these vehicle purchases 
did not happen. As a result, “there 
is quite a bit of money left in the 
capital budget,” Larson voiced.

Instead of using it for the ve-
hicles, they are purchasing a col-
umn lift, scissor lifting table, and 

jack stands. These will ameliorate 
the maintenance of the vehicles, 
which has been very difficult, ex-
plained Larson. 

He went on to spell out that the 
lifts had been put in the budget for 
2021, so next year they will use that 
part of the budget to buy the trucks 
not purchased this year.

The motion to approve the pur-
chase was approved unanimously.

Other business
In other business, the board:
• Heard that the district had had 

808 calls for service this year.
• Announced that the fire station 

now dons a new sign. 
PFPD Board of Directors meet-

ings are held the second Tuesday of 
each month, and the next meeting 
will be held on Dec. 8.

simone@pagosasun.com

Your source 
for community 

news.
The Pagosa Springs SUN

264-2100
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Subscribe to The SUN

Pagosa Springs News. Global Reach.

The Pagosa Springs SUN is the the trusted, reliable 
source for news and information about Pagosa 
Country.  
 
The Pagosa Springs SUN Online supplements our 
print edition to extend local news to readers of 
online newspapers.

Along with the local content you have come to 
expect in our print edition, our online edition allows 
us to post new and breaking news, expanded  
coverage of selected stories and continual updates. 

Readers of our online edition also enjoy our live 
Web cams.

There is extensive visitor information that includes 
links to important community Web sites such as the 
chamber of commerce, town and county.

Online
Advertising
Premium Pages and Classified Page
Front Page, Pagosa Life, etc.
Tower – $300 one week, $825 four weeks*
Block – $75 one week, $207 four weeks
Small Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Rectangle – $30 one week, $83 four weeks

Preferred Pages
Sports, Business, Focus, etc.
Block – $55 one week, $152 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $25 one week, $69 four weeks

Standard Pages
Calendar, Library, Town Recreation, etc.
Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $20 one week, $55 four weeks

Directory Page
A listing on our directory page is an additional $5 
per week for online advertisers.  Directory listings 
are also available for $10 a week without purchase 
of an online ad.  If the listing changes, there will be 
an additional $10 fee.  Links are not available.

Hotlink
For advertisers on PagosaSUN.com, one hotlink 
may be embedded in their ad for a charge of $5 
per week.

Mechanical 
All ads are 200 pixels wide.
Towers are 500 pixels tall.
Block Ads are 200 pixels tall.
Small Block Ads are 100 pixels tall.
Rectangle Ads are 50 pixels tall.
All ads are produced at 72 dpi.
We accept .gif and .jpeg files for ads.

*Tower ads — one ad per Premium Page; first come, first 
served; price includes Directory Listing and Hotlink.

PagosaSUN.com reserves the right to place  “Advertise-
ment” above the ads on the Web site. All four week 
package ads must remain the same for the entire run. 
Ads post on Friday and run through Thursday of the 
following week.
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kids killed our whole order and we ordered 
to go after.. best pizza we eat.“

Rated 4.9 
out of 

5 Stars!

“

175 PAGOSA STREET  •  11 AM TO 9 PM DAILY

Easy Online Ordering:
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Fresh Ingredients
BIG on 

TASTE!

Jayson B., Facebook

Community United Methodist Church
434 Lewis Street

Pre-boxed Holiday MealsPre-boxed Holiday Meals
The “RONA” will not stop the turkeys from arriving. The “RONA” will not stop the turkeys from arriving. 
We will have 200 pre-boxed holiday meals. We will have 200 pre-boxed holiday meals. 
This will be a first come, first served drive-thru This will be a first come, first served drive-thru 
distribution on November 23 from 1 to 5 p.m. at distribution on November 23 from 1 to 5 p.m. at 
434 Lewis Street 434 Lewis Street (must line up down Lewis Street, (must line up down Lewis Street, 
not Hwy. 160)not Hwy. 160)
NO EARLY BIRDS, and no picking up for others. NO EARLY BIRDS, and no picking up for others. 
Because of the governor’s restrictions on COVID-19, Because of the governor’s restrictions on COVID-19, 
we will be unable to do early sign ups.we will be unable to do early sign ups.

Photos courtesy Pagosa Peak Open School
Pagosa Peak Open school is seeking businesses to display artwork created by kindergarteners. For a very 
special and COVID-safe celebration of learning, the school’s kindergarten class will have a Project-based 
Learning Gallery Walk.

Wanted: Businesses to display kindergarten artwork
By Alison Beach
Pagosa Peak Open School

For a very special and COVID-
safe celebration of learning, Pagosa 
Peak Open School’s kindergarten 
class will have a Project-based 
Learning Gallery Walk.

Karla Parker-Choat (the kinder-
garten teacher) will be hanging up 
selections of the class’s artworks 
in various businesses in the com-
munity.

Students will make a map for the 
gallery walk for families to follow 

during the week of Thanksgiving 
Break (Nov. 23-27).

If you know of any business 
owners who would like to showcase 

three to four pieces of kindergarten 
artwork for this galley walk, please 
let Parker-Choat know by emailing 
her at kparkerchoat@ppos.co.

Community 
news.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
264-2100

JOIN US FOR TURKEY DAY!
Turkey Dinner + House Smoked Prime Rib! 

Make your reservations today
Dine-In, Carryout & Online Ordering

Open
12p-6p

Comfortably, socially distanced

Pagosa Brewing Co.

& Grill

PagosaBrewing.com 
970-731-BREW (2739) 

118 N. Pagosa Blvd. 
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970-264-2866 • Open 7:30 - 6:00 Daily 
Downtown • www.skipagosa.com

970-264-2866 • Open 7:30 - 6:00 Daily 
Downtown • www.skipagosa.com

& Snowboardd
& S& Snn

“Since 1978”

Been wanting to take your kids to 

the Ski area before it gets full?

kids seasonal rentals kids seasonal rentals 
available through Nov. 20available through Nov. 20

Ace Exclusive 
Bonus Bit Set

Face cover required in store • Curbside service available to everyone

Get in the Spirit!Get in the Spirit!

Pick Up
Zone

30% Off
Kitchen aprons

20% Off
Holiday Linens

30% Off
Sherpa Apparel

Men’s & Women’s

20% Off
Holiday Wreaths 

& Silk Foliage

20% Off
Holiday 

Ornaments

35% Off
ALL Kuhl 
Clothing

men’s and women’

Shop online Shop online 
acehardware.comacehardware.com
Select FREE STORE PICKUP 
at checkout. Curbside 
pick-up available!

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

Voting for Food Coalition projects closes Sunday
By Pauline Benetti
Food Coalition

There is still time to vote on 
projects that strengthen our local 
food system.

Our local Archuleta Food Coali-
tion was awarded $20,000, which 
it decided to distribute through 
a participatory approach to deci-
sion-making. It instituted a process 
called participatory budgeting. 
Basically everyone who is in high 
school and older, and who lives 
in Archuleta County, works in Ar-
chuleta County or whose kids go 
to school in Archuleta County is 

eligible to vote on projects. 
 Nine deserving projects, all 

aimed at increasing the local food 
supply and supporting food equity 
and submitted by local organiza-
tions and individuals, have applied 
for funding from the Food System/
Food equity Coalition and the 
community (that’s you) can vote 
for four of them.

Voting will be held virtually until 
Sunday, Nov. 22.

Go to the Coalition’s website, 
foodcoalition4archuleta.org, and 

click on the pop-up box, “Hey, you 
there!” and fill out the simple form. 
In return, you will receive an email 
allowing you to vote.

Here’s the list of projects. Each 
one is introduced with a brief 
video on the Coalition website: 
FoodMeal Backpacks, Heritage 
Cooking Class, Geothermal Green-
house Partnership, Snack Program, 
Online Pagosa Farmers Market, 
Gift Cards, Ingredient Boxes, After 
Hours Pantry and BioDegradable 
Containers.

Give Gifts 
of the Heart 
this holiday 
season
By Michelle Huck 
Community United Methodist Church

Gifts of the Heart (GOH) cards 
have been around for several years 
now. Unfortunately, this year the 
annual Christmas Bazaar was 
canceled. GOH has always had a 
booth there and people loved buy-
ing $5 cards that they could choose 
which of five nonprofits the money 
would go to. 

You can still get beautiful holi-
day cards (also birthday, sym-
pathy, etc.) directly from the 
Methodist Church. Just call the 
church administrator, Michelle, 
at 264-5508 and she will be glad 
to help you. 

This year, more than ever, our 
community is in need. With travel/
visitor restrictions, what a won-
derful way to keep in touch with 
friends/family and in addition help 
our community.

Nonprofits to choose from:
• Food Pantry.
• Pagosa Outreach Connection.
• Rise Above Violence.
• Vets for Vets.
• Senior Center.
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$2449

264-2749
M-F 9AM TO 11PM 
SUNDAY 9AM TO 10 PM
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160 • East Pagosa Springs

$1
o� er ends 
11/30/20

Spirit of the Month
Maker’s Mark

o� er ends 
11/30/20

Clip ‘n Save 10% OFF Wines & Liquors
*OFF 750ML & 1.75L BOTTLES* NON-SALE ITEMS ONLY. NO BEER.

Wine of 
the Month
Bogle
750 ml o� er ends 

11/30/20

o� er ends 
11/30/20

$999

750 ml

Carolans 
Irish 
Cream, 1.75 L

6 packs
OFF

Beer of the Month
Upslope Brewing Co.

$1999

Open 11am  •  438 Pagosa St. in Downtown Pagosa Springs •  (970) 264-0608Open 11am  •  438 Pagosa St. in Downtown Pagosa Springs •  (970) 264-0608

Monday 
1/2 price Gumbos & Soups

Tuesday
$10 Fried Shrimp Plate

Wednesday 
$10 Blackened Catfi sh

Thursday 
$10 Chicken Alfredo, 
$13 Shrimp Alfredo

Friday
$10 Fried Catfi sh Plate

Saturday 
$10 Cattouffe

Sunday 
$10 Stir Fry Shrimp

Lost Cajun 
Specials

are back for the season!
November 1 - 20

Also November 1, introducing the...

Grilled Chicken 
Sandwich

Grilled Chicken 
Alfredo

Dine-in only, Not valid with any other o� er.
Must mention this ad to receive special prices.

3821 E Highway 160
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
(970)507-3156

"Ole Miner's Tonight"
New Winter Menu

Après Ski : Open 1 pm
Join Us for Fondue Fun

(Closed on Sundays)

Reservations Available Online At...
www.OleMiners.com/reservations

Food Coalition

On Saturday, Nov. 21, the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (Local IBEW 111 26 and 
26A) of La Plata Electric Associa-
tion will be holding a community 
food drive from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. to 
help the Food Coalition provide 

food for holiday meals.
Some of the items that the Food 

Coalition would be able to share 
with their clients this holiday sea-
son include fresh produce, cheese 
and butter. Monetary donations will 
help support the purchase of these 
and other items for the community 
responding to the emergent needs.

Join the Food Coalition in supporting 
our neighbors this holiday season

For the first time in 108 years, 
Operation Santa is nationwide
Letters accepted through Dec. 15
 United States Postal Service

Let’s face it, this year has been 
a struggle for so many people in 
more ways than one. Thoughts of 
kids, the holidays and wondering 
how to provide for them may also 
be weighing heavily on many. But 
take heart, Santa and the Postal 
Service are way ahead of you — and 
are here to help.

The USPS Operation Santa pro-
gram celebrates its 108th year in 
2020 by opening up for nationwide 
participation. Now, more than ever, 
the program is needed to help less-
fortunate kids and families during 
the holidays. 

The Postal Service established 
the USPS Operation Santa program 
to help those in need at the holi-
days experience the joy of opening 
presents — and to create special 
holiday memories. Since it began, 
millions of less-fortunate chil-
dren and their families have been 
helped by the kindness of others. 
The program is for every person 
of every belief, or non-belief. The 
purpose is to help as many deserv-
ing families as possible. And that 
can only be done if good-hearted 
adopters step forward.

To participate in the USPS Op-
eration Santa program as a possible 
recipient of holiday gifts, all you 
have to do is write a letter, put it in 
a stamped envelope with a return 
address and send it to Santa’s of-

ficial workshop address:123 Elf 
Road, North Pole 88888. Letters 
will be accepted through Dec. 15.

Program details
Hundreds of thousands of let-

ters are written to the USPS Op-
eration Santa program every year 
in hopes of being adopted by kind 
and generous people across the 
country. These letters are opened 
by Santa’s elves and, for safety 
reasons, all personally identifiable 
information of the letter writer 
is removed (i.e. last names, ad-
dresses, ZIP codes) and uploaded 
to USPSOperationSanta.com for 
adoption. 

Beginning Dec. 4, letters will be 
available for nationwide adoption 
by visiting USPSOperationSanta.
com — all from the socially distant 
safety of your own home. Potential 
adopters can read the letters and 
pick one, or more, that they’d like 
to fulfill. For security reasons, po-
tential adopters must be vetted by 
going through a short registration 
and ID verification process before 
they are allowed to adopt any letter. 

Companies also help adopt let-
ters. Every year, many companies 
create teams and adopt several let-
ters. All the better to help grant that 
special wish to deserving families 
and kids.

How to write a letter
Sending a letter to Santa is easy 

if you know how. The Postal Service 
is here to help with guides and tips 
to help kids write and send their 
best letters ever. All the informa-
tion you could possibly need to 
write a letter, address an envelope, 
put on a stamp and send it on its 
way can be found on USPSOpera-
tionSanta.com and in our Holiday 
Newsroom. The only thing the 
Postal Service can’t help with is to 
tell kids what to ask for. That is up 
to their imagination and we would 
never stifle creativity. These tips 
are also good all year-round for 
sending thank-you cards, birthday 
cards or letters to Grandma and 
Grandpa just to say, “Hi.” 

USPS Operation Santa 
history

While the Postal Service began 
receiving letters to Santa more than 
108 years ago, it wasn’t until 1912 
that Postmaster General Frank 
Hitchcock authorized local post-
masters to allow postal employees 
and citizens to respond to them. 
This became known as Operation 
Santa.

The complete history can be 
found online at the Postal Service 
Holiday Newsroom, along with ad-
ditional news and information, in-
cluding all domestic, international 
and military mailing and shipping 
deadlines.

The Postal Service receives no 
tax dollars for operating expenses 
and relies on the sale of postage, 
products and services to fund its 
operations.

Two Great Locations!
356 E. Pagosa Street

970-264-6274 
Monday - Saturday 11am- 9pm

Sunday 10am- 4pm
Hoppy Hour 3-6pm

274 Pagosa Street
970-264-HOPS (4677)

Open 7 days a week 11am - 9pm

riffraffbrewing.com

Riff Raff Riff Raff 
downtowndowntown

OpensOpens  
Friday, Friday, Nov. 20 Nov. 20 

at 11amat 11am
Come check out what’s new on tap Come check out what’s new on tap 

and our daily soup specials!and our daily soup specials!
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Call by Monday 11/23 
to place your order 264-9348

Open Thanksgiving Day 7 am to 11 am

238 Pagosa Street
www.pagosabakingcompany.com

Thanksgiving
Pies & Desserts

traditional or unconventional
Pumpkin, Bourbon Pecan, Apple, 

Pear Cranberry Crumb Pie 
and Pumpkin Roulade with Rum Cream & Pistachios

Cookies designed for the season
Artisan Breads & Rolls

Specialties, Gifts & Local Gourmet Products
Brie in Brioche, Mini Sweet Breads, 

Gift Baskets, & more

Thanksgiving
at Pagosa 
Baking Company

Quantities Are Limited!
Reserve Your Turkey Today!

$30ea

$$448989
per pound

Smoked an additional

Call (970) 731-MEAT (6328) for pick-up 
19 Navajo Trial Dr. 

(At the corner of North Pagosa Blvd. and Navajo Trail Dr.) 

Boneless 
Prime Rib

$$19199999
per 
pound

ON SPECIAL

- Pagosa’s Only -

FRESH, ALL-NATURAL, FREE-RANGE 

TURKEYS
Place Your 

Order Today!

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. • Sat 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

FOODS • SUPPLEMENTS • SALAD BAR

at JOYs Natural Foods 
117 Navajo Trail Dr. Ste T. • 970-731-1500

right behind Boss Hogg’s Restaurant

Support 
Local!

HOLIDAY EVENT
Four-day Four-day 

458 Pagosa Street 
Downtown Pagosa Springs

footprintspagosa.com 
970-264-3668

Store-wide 25% OFF all full-priced items
PLUS an additional 5% OFF any sale-priced item

Come any day - Wed., Nov. 18 to Sat., Nov. 21
10:30 am to 5 pm

Our Holiday Event has to be different this year. Please help us 
by wearing your mask and social distancing with other people 

in the store. Thank you for your consideration.

Happy Holidays 
to All!

Listen for the silence
Artist’s 
Lane
Betty Slade

A writer stood at the podium and 
spoke. His first words, “When I came 
here two years ago, I met you in my 
nightmare hour.” He choked up and 
continued as I sat in disbelief. 

While I listened to him speak of 
his pain, I couldn’t help but think 
that my head must have been in a 
fog at the time. I had no idea the 
struggle this man was going through. 
He had never said anything before 
this moment. 

It made me wonder just how 
many people are carrying the weight 
of the world on their own shoulders, 
crying in silence, needing to be 
heard.

As for me, I am at a place in my 
own life where I am looking for-
ward to experiencing a bit of quiet. 
Although I am still writing and sup-
porting other writers, I find myself 
seeking more and more comfort 
during the ever illusive still of a 
moment. Maybe it’s because at my 
age, my home and schedule still re-
semble Grand Central Station. 

It is a self-centered thought, but 
one I have dreamt of. I imagine get-
ting to the summit of my own moun-
tain climb, hearing God tell me, 
“Good job. You have persisted along 
your journey and have reached a 
place where peace be yours.” 

On second thought, maybe that 
is the opposite of what God wants 
me to hear. After all, I have encoun-
tered more and more people who 
are seeking relief from a place of 
quiet that has enslaved and even 
tortured them. 

Maybe the message to me is, 
“You’re not through yet. It’s time 
you are awakened to the hush that 
haunts others.” 

Perhaps there are those who I 
need to hear from, those who need 
to take solace as I walk with them as 
they seek true repose. 

I have never had a problem being 
heard. I know what I believe and I 

speak what is on my mind. But, there 
are those who are yet to discover 
their voice. Not because they don’t 
know who they are or what they 
believe, but because the adversary 
is bidding for their souls. And, he 
will stop at nothing until we know 
nothing but shame and destruction. 

I have always believed that it’s 
important to be quiet as we wait on 
the Lord to develop us. It can be in 
those same times, however, when 
we are flooded with attacks against 
our heart and mind, causing us to 
question our worth. 

There was a sweet boy, a perfect 
child, focused, achieved accolades in 
sports, who was pursued by the best 
colleges in Colorado. Why worry? 
This child had it all together. Wrong.

He left for college and started 
on his journey towards discovering 
himself. Along the way, drugs and 
alcohol fueled a sense of entitle-
ment and emotion that filled his 
world with noise and distraction. 
Meanwhile, during his quiet mo-
ments, he wrestled with identity and 
confidence. 

On the fortunate side of misfor-
tune, the devil overplayed his hand. 

The young man came crashing 
down. His once strong, athletic body 
became bent like a pretzel. He sat 
alone in darkness, crying in silence 
to be set free. 

Like so many others, he cried out. 
“Where are you, God? How did I get 
here? How do I escape?” 

Although his would be a story of 
redemption, this young man isn’t 
alone. There are countless others 
who are seeking an escape from 
a voiceless vortex that is spinning 
them out of control. 

A friend called, worried about 
her daughter. She had smashed her 
face in a glass, attempting to commit 
suicide. 

It wasn’t the welcoming sound of 
a symphony that caused her to take 
such drastic actions, but a pit of de-
spair that muted any voice of reason. 

Final brushstroke: Have you 
stopped and looked at what is going 
on around you? It can be difficult. To 
do so means we have to selflessly 
direct our attention toward those 
who are languishing in silence. It 
also means that we may have to use 
our own sought-out moments of 
peace and tranquility to hear what 
only God can direct us to hear. But 
make no mistake, there are those 
we need to stand and fight for, and 
it is not for those who are making 
all of the noise. First, we need to 
learn how to listen for the silence. 
Second, we need to be willing to 
give up our own agenda for the sake 
of securing one far more important 
and everlasting. 

Readers’ comments
Send your comments to betty@

bettyslade.com.

On the fortunate side 
of misfortune, the devil 
overplayed his hand. 
The young man came 
crashing down. 
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Prescription 
Drug Plan 
Open Enrollment

Medicare
Open Enrollment is Oct. 15 to Dec. 7

This is your opportunity to continue with your 
current prescription drug plan or 

choose a new prescription drug plan.
Let us help you evaluate your options.

Understand your options • Make informed choices
Know your rights • Save money

Call us at 970-403-2165 to schedule 
your appointment with a Medicare counselor

San Juan Basin 
Area Agency on Aging
264-0501

Applications 
Accepted

Nov. 1, 2020 - April 30, 2021

To see if you qualify (see chart) or call 1-866-HEAT-HELP (1-866-432-8435)
Online: Colorado.gov/CDHS/LEAP or Coloradopeak.secure.force.com

For application assistance call 970-264-8513. If you or your 
organization is interested in hosting an outreach event call 
970-264-8510.

HOUSEHOLD SIZE
MONTHLY GROSS 

INCOME (60% OF STATE 
MEDIAN INCOME)

 1 $2,619
 2 $3,425
 3 $4,231
 4 $5,038
 5 $5,844
 6 $6,650
 7 $6,801
 8 $6,952
 For each additional add $151
 person over 8

Free Talking Book Library ideal 
for those with difficulty reading  

Library
News

By Carole Howard 
PREVIEW Columnist, and the library staff

The Colorado Talking Book Li-
brary (CTBL) is a free service from 
your library that lends audio and 
Braille books and magazines, as well 
as large-print books, for people who 
have eye issues, or have physical or 
learning disabilities that make it dif-
ficult to read regular books. All of the 
audiobooks and most Braille books 
are also available for on-demand 
downloads.

CTBL wants you to know that 
Talking Books are not just for blind 
people — although they are a god-
send for people unable to see. The 
service is also available to people 
who experience physical disabilities 
or illnesses that prevent them from 
holding a book, sitting up for longer 
periods of time, have a learning dis-
ability or difficulty turning the pages 
of a book. 

Importantly, Talking Books are 
completely free — no charge for the 
books, no charge for the talking book 
player and no charge for the postage 
to mail the books back to the library. 
Your books come through the U.S. 
Postal Service with all postage paid.

CTBL, located in Denver, serves 
people of all ages. Their youngest 
user is 3 years old and the oldest 
is 104. The library has more than 
35,000 audiobooks, 7,000 Braille 
books and 22,000 large-print books, 
with new books added each month. 
You can even tell your preferences 
to CTBL.

To sign up, get an application 
from the library staff or go to http://

www2.cde.state.co.us/ctbl/tbser-
vices.htm and click on Getting 
Started/Application. Fill it out and 
have the first page signed by a nurse, 
doctor, librarian, therapist, activity 
director, social worker or teacher. 
In the case of a learning disability, 
a doctor must sign the application. 
Then send it in. You’ll receive a 
welcome packet and a player and 
a couple of audiobooks to get you 
started.

Special note	
“We want people to always 

feel welcome in the library and 
to experience a very friendly vibe 
when they visit,” said Meg Wempe, 
library director. “But we need to 
remind everyone that, similar to 
other public indoor spaces in Colo-
rado, we must follow the executive 
order that requires people ages 11 
or older to wear a covering over 
their noses and mouths when en-
tering or moving within any public 
indoor space. If you are unable or 
unwilling to wear a mask, we have 
made reasonable accommoda-
tions and are pleased to assist you 
outside the building through our 
curbside service.”

Adult DIY: Holiday treats
Join Brad on Facebook on Fri-

day, Nov. 20, from 2 to 3 p.m. for 
a free food-themed DIY that will 
inspire you to create new appetiz-
ers and desserts for the holidays. 

If you have a Facebook account, 
log in to Facebook and search for the 
Ruby Sisson Memorial Library. If you 
don’t have a Facebook account, ac-
cess the page by visiting our website 
and clicking the Facebook icon (a 
lowercase f) in the upper left-hand 
corner of the screen. This event will 
be available on the library’s website 
for viewing afterwards.

New after-school 
program

In response to COVID, we have 
revamped our free after-school 
program into STEAM enrichment 
kits, STEAM standing for science, 
technology, engineering, arts and 
mathematics, for ages 5 and up. 
Registration is required at 264-
2209. Pick up your kit and then 
bring your completed projects 
back to the library to be displayed 
in the last week of the month.

DIY craft takeaway for 
kids

Drop by your library for free DIY 
crafts takeaways for youngsters age 
10 and older. Just pick up a packet 
outside the library and follow the 
instructions.	

In-person gaming
Free in-person gaming on the 

Xbox 360 Kinect for all ages has re-
sumed on Fridays from 2 to 3 p.m. 
Due to COVID concerns, we are 
n See Library on next page
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6:30am to 2:30pm daily 
Friday & Saturday dinner 5 to 9pm

Learn more about us at:
Facebook 
Instagram @lonespurcafe 
www.lonespurcafe.comformerly Dorothy’s Restaurant

135 Country Center Dr. Ste. A

Great Cowboy Food, Great Cowboy Food, 

Great Cowboy Service, 
Great Cowboy Service, 

& Great Cowboy Charm!
& Great Cowboy Charm!

Y’all come Y’all come 
hungry now!hungry now!

NOW 
OPEN!

Debbie Loewen, Broker Associate
debbie@teampagosa.com • (970) 946-3480
TEAM PAGOSA REALTY GROUP
2839 Cornerstone Drive, Unit 4 North
www.OwnPagosa.com • (970) 731-8599 office

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year

Call me today for a free market analysis.

The beginning of being 
happy is being grateful

Thank you, Pagosa Springs, for supporting me 
in my fifth year of real estate!

Taxi & Airport Shuttle Service

Food delivery 

State-approved (NEMT)Medicaid transportation 

Serving Durango to South Fork and metro Pagosa

WHY PAY MORE? (970)398-0123CALL

PAGOSA CAB

only allowing a maximum of four 
participants in the gaming room. 
Masks must be worn and social 
distancing maintained at all times.

Storywalk for kids
Every other Thursday, Josie posts 

signs outside the library that follow 
the sidewalk up toward the elemen-
tary school detailing a new free 
Storywalk for kids. The Nov. 19-Dec. 
3 theme is gratitude. After you finish 
the walk, pick up materials for a craft 
or activity at the library. 

Tech Time
Make a 15- or 30-minute appoint-

ment for one of three free in-person 
slots available noon to 1 p.m. Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Brad will help one person (or one 
couple) at a time. If you have a Tech 
Time appointment on Thursday, 
phone from the parking lot or knock 
loudly on the front door to be let in. 
Note: There will be no tech time Nov. 
24 and 25. 

ESL
Free in-person classes take place 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5 to 7 
p.m. by appointment. Please register 
so we can keep it to a small group in 
our limited open spaces. No walk-
ins, please. 

Dungeons and Dragons 
Join us Wednesdays from 4 to 

6 p.m. for Dungeons and Dragons 
free for teens and young adults on 
Google Meet. Contact claire@pa-
gosalibrary.org to learn how to join. 
If you don’t have Internet access, 
contact us anyway — we may be able 
to accommodate you in the library. 

Children’s programs on 
Facebook 

Wednesdays at 10 a.m. and Sat-
urdays at 2:30 p.m., join us on the 
library’s Facebook page for free 
children’s programs. Wednesday sto-

rytimes are on Facebook Live, so you 
can interact with Josie. Saturday’s 
Discovery Times — with games, art 
ideas, science experiments, history 
and more — are prerecorded. 

If you have a Facebook account, 
log in to Facebook and search for the 
Ruby Sisson Memorial Library. If you 
don’t have a Facebook account, ac-
cess the page by visiting our website 
and clicking the Facebook icon (a 
lowercase f) in the upper left-hand 
corner of the screen. Or, contact us 
and we can send you a direct link. 

Adult education 
Our free PALS (Pagosa Adult 

Learning Services) accelerated GED 
course takes place in person Mon-
days from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
Thursdays from 2 to 7 p.m. Come to 
your library to get help from Mark 
with high school equivalency, GED, 
college prep, financial aid, tutoring 
and more. Appointments required; 
please contact us by phone or email. 

Activities calendars
To be sure you don’t miss any of 

the free activities available to you 
and your family at your library, we 
encourage you to pick up a copy of 
the events calendar each month. 
There are two versions — youth 
and adults.

Summary of our partial 
reopening

• We’re now open on Thursdays 
from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. with 1 to 

2 p.m. reserved for seniors and 
higher-risk populations. 

• Other hours: Mondays, Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays: 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. with 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
for seniors and higher-risk popula-
tions. Saturdays: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sundays: closed.

• We are accepting meeting 
room reservations for small groups, 
with library programs having first 
dibs on the rooms. You can sched-
ule only so far out, usually two 
weeks to a month, depending on 
where we are in the month. 

• Up to 30 patrons at a time can 
come into the building. 

• Hand sanitizers are available 
and there will be frequent clean-
ings inside the building throughout 
the day. Please practice social dis-
tancing and wear facial coverings 
while you are in the building. If you 
don’t have a mask, we are happy to 
give one to you. 

• Nine computers are available. 
In most cases usage will be allowed 
for three hours per day. Staff will 
clean and disinfect the computers 
between uses.

• One early literacy computer is 
available for youngsters Monday 
through Saturday. 

• Curbside service continues 
Monday through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. except for Thurs-
days, when it’s from 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m., and on Saturday from 10 

Library
n continued from previous page

n See Library on next page

2151 Eagle Drive  I  cityhallcafe.co  I  970.398.2409
Monday-Saturday 11 am-9 pm  I  Sunday closed

serving Lunch & Dinner 
NO WHINE MONDAYS

1/2 OFF select bottles of wine
4 pm-close

Prime Steaks • Seafood
Happy Hour 4-6 pm

Call to reserve our Gondola Car for dining
order takeout available
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Don’t get caught by fall,
give us a call
for all your project needs.
Equipment for all

Log splitters • Air compressors
Man lifts for winter prep • Sewer snakes 

Professional-grade carpet cleaners
See our full line of equipment on

pinevalleyrental.com
Shop local for your equipment rental needs

305 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

Pagosa Springs Church of Christ
277 Lewis Street • 264-2552

(continued from previous article)  In Acts 2 
Luke records that Peter and the eleven 
apostles spoke about Jesus to a crowd 
that had gathered. When the Jews 
realized they crucified the Messiah for 
whom they had been looking, they 
asked, “What shall we do?”
 Peter replied, “Repent, and each of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.”  He testified and exhorted 
them with more words and said “Be 
saved from this perverse generation.” 
This resulted in about three thousand 
souls receiving the word, being 

baptized, and added to the church that 
day.
 Salvation, life, forgiveness of sin, and 
receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit 
can still be found today by being 
baptized upon your faith that Jesus is 
Christ and Lord. Peter proclaimed this 
promise is for you, your children, and 
all who are far off.
 Would you like to know more about 
Jesus as Lord and Christ? Do you 
believe that Jesus is Christ and Lord 
and are ready to be baptized for the 
forgiveness of sin and to receive the 
Holy Spirit? If we can help, let us 
know.

Sunday AM Worship 10:30 a.m.Join us ...

“So then, those who had received his word 
were baptized; and that day there were added 
about three thousand souls.” 

Acts 2:41

Greg GilesGreg Giles
Owner/OperatorOwner/Operator

Pagosa Pagosa 

ExpressExpress
Lube

Any Full Service 
Oil Change

$10 OFF
Any Full Service 

Synthetic Oil Change

$5 OFF

No Appointment 
Necessary!

1985 Eagle Drive • 731-1400
Next to Pagosa Tire

Locally Owned/Operated

Oil ChangeOil Change
& More !& More !

BUY ONE,
GET ONE

FREE
Wiper Blades

(970)264-4321 
Toll Free:  (866)333-8342

818 Rosita St. • Pagosa Springs, CO 
www.hometowninsurancepros.com

Health insurance can be 
confusing.

It would be my pleasure 
to help you find the plan 

that is the best fit 
for you!

In-person, 
phone or Zoom 
appointments 

available
Call today!

Health Insurance — Enrollment Made Easy!

November 1, 2020 thru January 15, 2021
Not Sure Where to Start?

As a certified Connect for Health Colorado broker, I’m here to help. 
Let’s look at the 2021 plans together!

Marissa M. Talamante
Health Insurance Agent

CO License #509939  NM License #17975958  C4HCO Cert.#7073232001

a.m. to 2 p.m. Phone 264-2209 
when you are in the parking lot 
so staff can bring the items out 
for you. If you put a hold on some-
thing, please wait for your usual 
alert (email, phone call or text) 
before coming to pick it up. 

• You can drop your returns of 
books, CDs and DVDs in the drop 
box at City Market, as well as in the 
drop box at the library. No dona-
tions in the City Market box, please.

• Notary service is available on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Saturday. The cost is $5 per notary. 

• You can place holds on items 
from other libraries. They are in 
different stages of reopening, so 
items may take longer than usual. 

• We’re happy to provide tech 
help in person or over the phone 
for our online resources.

Short stories
“The Office of Historical Correc-

tions” by Danielle Evans is a power-
ful collection of short stories that 
focus on race, culture and history.

Thrillers, mysteries and 
suspense

“Moonflower Murders” by An-
thony Horowitz features liter-
ary detective Atticus Pund. “The 
Kingdom” by Jo Nesbo features 
two brothers who must make 
peace with their past. “The Law of 
Innocence” by Michael Connelly 
features defense attorney Mickey 
Haller, who has been framed for 
murder. “The Reckoning of Gos-
samer Pond” by Jaime Jo Wright 
features two women separated by 
a century. Also by the same author 
is “The Haunting at Bonaventure 
Circus” featuring a woman diving 
deep into the history of an old cir-
cus train depot. 

Other novels
“The Archer” by Paulo Coelho 

uses a bow and arrow expert to 

reveal the tenants of a meaningful 
life. “In the Lion’s Den” by Barbara 
Taylor Bradford is a historical novel 
set in London in the late 1800s. 
“The Mountains Sing” by Nguyen 
Phan Que Mai is a story of four 
generations set against the back-
ground of the Vietnam war. “The 
Weekend” explores growing old 
and growing up when three friends 
gather to mourn.

Books on CD
“Troubles in Paradise” by Elin 

Hilderbrand is the conclusion of 
the Paradise trilogy. “Shakeup” by 
Stuart Woods is a Stone Barrington 
mystery. “Love Your Life” features a 
woman who ditches her dating app 
for a writers’ retreat in Italy.

DVDs 
“Fatima” is an uplifting story 

about the power of faith. “The 
Crown” is the complete third sea-
son. “This is Us” is the complete 
second season.

Large print
“This Just Speaks to Me” by 

Hoda Kotb is the author’s second 
collection of quotes and inspira-
tional stories. “Hidden in Plain 
Sight” by Jeffrey Archer is book 
two in the William Warwick saga. 
“Return to Virgin River” by Robyn 
Carr. “Marauder” by Clive Cussler 
and Boyd Morrison is the latest in 
the Oregon Files adventure series. 

Downloadable e-books 
and audiobooks 

We have a wide variety of down-
loadable e-books and download-
able audio books for patrons of all 
ages — children, tweens, teens and 
adults. Using cloudLibrary, you can 
download a book to read or an au-
dio book to listen to. The items in 
cloudLibrary are purchased sepa-

rately from physical items, so the 
books available are different — and 
it continues to use the consortium’s 
contributions, not just those that 
we bought. That is why you need 
to select AspenCat Union Catalog 
when setting up cloudLibrary for 
use. Please email or phone us at 
264-2209 if you need our help set-
ting up this service on your device. 

Donations 
For their generous monetary 

donation, we are grateful to Susan 
and Terry Arrington. For their ma-
terials donations, we thank Judy 
and Bill Slaton. 

Please put your material do-
nations into the drop box at the 
library — not at City Market, which 
is reserved for returns. Donations 
undergo the same rigorous three-
day quarantine process as returns. 

Quotable quote
“In 1948, the U.N. General As-

sembly came together and ratified 
a Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, describing the world they 
wanted to build … To me, that 
begins with culture — the place 
where arts, sciences and society 
connect. When scientists from doz-
ens of countries join hands to un-
lock the mysteries of our universe; 
when a filmmaker or musician lifts 
up voices and stories from the mar-
gins; when museums and concert 
halls redefine the communities 
they serve … that is taking action 
for a better future.” — Yo-yo Ma, 
American cellist and child prodigy.

Website
For more information on library 

books, services and programs — 
and to reserve books, e-books, CDs 
and DVDs from the comfort of your 
home — please visit our website at 
pagosalibrary.org.

Library
n continued from previous page

Shop the SUN classifieds.
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THE CARE YOU DESERVE, IN THE MOUNTAINS YOU LOVE.     
970.731.3700  |  95 S. Pagosa Blvd. |  pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org  |  

Members of the Wolf Creek Ski Team presented Pagosa Springs 
Medical Center with a homemade ski plaque to show their gratitude 
for PSMC’s continued sponsorship, supporting Pagosa Springs 
young athletes. 

Pictured:
Dr. Rhonda Webb, CEO of PSMC, Lilly Buchner and Isabelle Ratcliff

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

970-731-4081 - WJP
www.goWJP.com

970-585-4903 - A1Taxi
www.goA1Taxi.com

“Electrostatic Disinfectant process for every vehicle 
w/Hospital Grade disinfectant” 

Call for a quote to get your business disinfected

WINTER FUN!
Taxi & Shuttle Service

Pagosa Springs Premiere Authorized Medicaid Transport Company 
Dog Sled Tours • Snowmobile Tours • And Much More

Taxi & Airport Service
Ski Shuttle starting Nov 23rd.

By reservation only due to COVID. 

Fully licensed and insured! Smoke-free vehicles!
Local discount system  — just ask! 

8am-10pm daily or by appointment!

Consumer Directed Attendant Support 
Services help some family caregivers

Arts
Line

Area Agency 
on Aging

By Kay Kaylor
PREVIEW Columnist

I advocate for residents in ex-
tended care and assisted living 
residences as the regional long-
term care ombudsman. I also am 
a Senior Medicare Patrol and State 
Health Insurance Assistance Pro-
gram counselor, all as an employee 
of San Juan Basin Area Agency on 
Aging (SJBAAA). The many aging 
and care concerns will be ad-
dressed here.

November is National Family 
Caregivers Month and this year’s 
theme is “Caregiving Around the 
Clock.” Many elders and people 
with disabilities rely on family 
caregivers to help them remain 
at home. Colorado Medicaid pro-
grams to help people “age in place” 
include five different types of waiv-
ers under the title Home and Com-
munity Based Services. People who 
qualify for this type of long-term 
care Medicaid, and the qualifica-
tions differ from the Health First 

Colorado health insurance, also 
may qualify for Consumer Directed 
Attendant Support Services.

Consumer Directed Attendant 
Support Services allow elders or 
their representatives to direct and 
manage who provides personal 
care, homemaker and health main-
tenance services. In the program, 
you hire, train and manage at-
tendants of your choice, including 
family members, using Health First 
funds. The program offers training, 
ongoing support, and tools and 
education for recruiting, hiring and 
managing chosen attendants. It 
also has an Attendant Directory to 
help match clients with caregivers.

The Archuleta County Depart-
ment of Human Services deter-

mines who is eligible for such 
waivers and services in this area 
(264-2182). Once accepted, people 
in the program receive case man-
agement through Community 
Connections Inc. (249-2464). 

The case manager works with 
elders or their representatives to 
determine the services needed 
and sends the referral to Consumer 
Directed Attendant Support Ser-
vices. Services include personal 
care, such as bathing, dressing and 
eating; health maintenance with 
the flexibility to use staff without 
a license or certificate; and home-
making, such as housekeeping, 
meal preparation and laundry.

SJBAAA offers resources for 
people age 60 and older or on 
Medicare; see sjbaaa.org. For fur-
ther information, please call or 
text 403-2165 or send an email to 
leadombudsman@sjbaaa.org. 

Preview Calendar
All events listed in The PREVIEW 

Calendar are free of charge unless 
otherwise noted. 

Thursday, Nov. 19
Loaves and Fishes Free Community 

Lunch: Annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner. 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Parish 
Hall, Lewis Street. Due to the CO-

VID-19 threat, Loaves and Fishes 
will continue to offer meals to the 
community as takeout only. There 
will be no sit-down service. Guests 
should come to the front doors of 
the Parish Hall, where they can pick 
up meals to go. This practice will 
continue until further notice. 

n See Calendar on page 11

Each office is independently owned and operated

YourPagosaHome.com

Kim Moore 
(970) 946-5619

CRS, GRI, Broker Associate 
kimamoorerealestate@gmail.com 

My gratitude to family, friends and 
customers for your friendship and support.



Established 
1909.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
264-2100

Page 10 – Section 1 – The Pagosa Springs SUN – PREVIEW – Thursday, November 19, 2020

Greetings & Gratitude

Call us today 
to schedule 

your service!

Call today to schedule your appointment 946-4673 
or stop by our showroom 301 N. Pagosa Blvd. B-6

Homespun
Chemicals • Filters • Filter Cleaning • Water Testing

Our trained professionals service any brand & model of hot tub or spa. 
Your tubs and spas can last for years with proper maintenance!

Once you try brined turkey on the EGG, you’ll 
agree that nothing does a better job of roasting 
meats. The turkey has a subtle smoky flavor and 
is moist and succulent, but if you prefer a bolder 
smoky flavor, add more hickory or pecan smoking 
wood chips in increments during cooking.

to our 
customers & friends this Thanksgiving.
Doug & Sara Anderson and the staff of Homespun Comforts

 Grill  I  Bake  I  Roast  I  Smoke
Quick to Light  l  Precise Temperature Control

Woks  I  Griddles  I  Pellets  I  Charcoal 
Smoking Chips  I  Spices  I  Sauces

Nothing goes better for 
Thanksgiving than a 
Smoked Turkey on a 

Big Green Egg!

FREE TURKEY 
with purchase 
of an in-stock 
Big Green Egg
offer expires 12/1/20

Hot Tubs & Spas 
Sales & Service

341 E. Harman Park • 970-628-0607
allstoragepagosa.com

Face masks are required and no more than 2 people for rental appointment.

143 Units in Various Sizes • Secure • Clean 
Indoor Climate Controlled • Covered Unloading Area

65° in our 73 upstairs units - accessible by freight elevator - available to rent

Contact-Free, 
Safe and Easy

Storage Rentals

Call 970-628-0607 to rent via phone
or rent online at allstoragepagosa.com

Masterpiece cabinetry.

Affordable Kitchens
Call Mike Barr today (970) 731-7000
affkit@yahoo.com • merillat.com

Lifetime 
Warranty
Dovetailed drawer cores

“Whispertouch” soft 
action drawer and hinge 
closures

Michael Preuit | Cell:(970) 946-7303 | Office:(970) 264-0795

Driveways • Ponds • Underground Utilities • Clean Up 
Dozer Work • Land Leveling • Foundations

16 years local 
experience

Bonded & 
Insured

Pagosa’s
Past

John M. Motter

Photo courtesy John Motter
This photo shows the first Archuleta County school, building on the left, and first Catholic Church in town, 
building on the right. Both buildings are on the north side of Lewis street on the block between 3rd and 4th 
streets.

The very first settlers
Shortly after AD 1, small bands 

of Indians entered the San Juan 
River Basin. Where they came from 
is uncertain. They may have come 
from the Mogollon Rim area of New 
Mexico, where there is evidence of 
an earlier, corn-raising, sedentary, 
population. These Indians occu-
pied portions of Pagosa Country 
until about A.D. 1125. They are 
generally referred to as the Ances-
tral Puebloans.

By the time Europeans entered 
Pagosa Country, the Ancestral 
Puebloans were gone. They left 
behind deserted buildings and vil-
lages surrounded by ground strewn 
with potsherds and other artifacts. 
The availability and quantity of 
these relics we were regarded with 
awe by early explorers and set-
tlers. They often referred to these 
long-gone inhabitants as Aztecs, 
perceiving similarities in the arti-
facts and buildings with those of 
the Aztec Indians encountered by 
the Spanish explorers in Mexico.

The earliest Pagosa area settlers 
little understood the culture or the 
extent of Ancestral Puebloans civi-
lization. They often entered these 
ancient sites and carried away pot-
tery, arrowheads, turquoise jewelry 
and other artifacts.

At that time, Professor J. Allard 
Jeancon, curator of the Colorado 
State Museum, took an interest in 
the Ancestral Puebloans. He was 
introduced to the Chimney Rock 
ruins by Ed Colton, a Pagosan. 

Parties under Jeancon’s direction 
or influence surveyed the extent of 
Ancestral Puebloan ruins in Pagosa 
Country.

A scientific party directed by 
Frank A. Roberts, in the sum-

mer of 1923, started from Pagosa 
Springs and went down the San 
Juan River in search of evidence 
of Ancestral Puebloan habitation. 
About 20 miles south of Pagosa 
Springs in the Trujillo/Montezuma 
area, they encountered remains of 
residences.

As they continued downstream 
to Arboles where the San Juan is 
joined by the Piedra River they dis-
covered artifact ruins on both sides 
of the river with concentrations at 
Trujillo, Juanita, Pagosa Junction 
and Carracas.



Thursday, November 19, 2020 – The Pagosa Springs SUN – PREVIEW – Section 1 – Page 11

CLONES

TRY OUR AWARD-WINNING CANNABIS!

Daily 8AM - 7PM  |  www.PagosaTherapeutics.com

THE PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN! THE PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN! 

(970) 731-4420
2020

cup
colorado

p
e
o
p
l
e
’s choice edit

io

n

1st place
sativa flower

pagosa therapeutics
jabberwokie

235 Bastille Dr, Pagosa Springs

Jabberwokie is available now for a limited time! 

Animal Shelter
465 Cloman Blvd.
(970) 731-4771

Thrift Store
279 Pagosa St.
(970) 264-6424

www.HUMANESOCIETY.biz

For your safety and ours, adoptions are by appointment only. 
Call the animal shelter at 731-4771 to schedule.

The animal shelter is looking for Forever Families 
for cats and dogs. Change your life and 

the life of a shelter animal — adopt today!

thankful

Tech Time by Appointment. Noon-
1 p.m., Sisson Library. Make an 
appointment for one of three slots 
available. Brad will help one person 
or one couple at a time. Call 264-
2209 to make an appointment or 
for more information.

PALS by Appointment. 2-7 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Adult education in 
person. Pagosa Adult Learning 
Services can help you with high 
school equivalency, GED, college 
prep, financial aid, tutoring and 
more. Mark can help you develop 
a plan to achieve your education 
goals. Call 264-2209 or email 
ruby@pagosalibrary.org for more 
information or to make an appoint-
ment.

English as a Second Language by 
Appointment. 5-7 p.m., Sisson Li-
brary. Your library offers English as 
a second language classes. These 
classes are free. Call 264-2209 or 
email for more information and to 
make an appointment.

Principles Before Personalities 
Group of Alcoholics Anony-
mous. 7 p.m., Tennyson Building 
Event Center, 197 Navajo Trail 
Drive. Contact Charlotte or Ken 
at 903-9690, or Nate at 507-1004.

Friday, Nov. 20
HER Story. 8:30-9:30 a.m., 140 Coun-

try Center Drive, Unit 2. A women’s 
group providing a safe, supportive 
space to grow and heal as you 
share your story. An opportunity 
to meet other women in your com-

munity in a peer-supported group 
focused on healing from trauma, 
abuse or violence.

Gaming. 2-3 p.m., Sisson Library. For 
all ages. Enjoy video gaming on 
the Xbox 360 Kinect. Please note: 
Due to COVID concerns, we are 
only allowing a maximum of four 
participants in the gaming room. 
Masks must be worn at all times 
inside the library and social distanc-
ing must be maintained throughout 
the program. Call 264-2209 for 
more information.

DIY: Creative Appetizers. 2-3 p.m., 
Facebook. Join Brad for a delicious 
food-themed DIY that will inspire 
you to create some new appetiz-
ers or desserts for the upcoming 
holiday season. This event will be 
available on your library’s Face-
book page and it will be available 
on the library’s website for viewing 
any time. Call 264-2209 for more 
information.

The Good News Club. 2-4 p.m., 
Pagosa Bible Church, 209 Harman 
Park Drive. A program for children 
K-6th grade. COVID mandates 
will be followed, including social 
distancing and masks. For more 
information or to register, go to 
coloradocef.org/GNC.

Saturday, Nov. 21
Discovery Time. 2:30 p.m. Facebook. 

For all ages. New videos are posted 
to Facebook each Saturday. View 
to explore new games, art ideas, 
science experiments, history, activi-
ties, and more. Call 264-2209 for 

more information. 

Monday, Nov. 23
PALS by Appointment. 10 a.m.-3 

p.m., Sisson Library. Adult edu-
cation in person. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services can help you 
with high school equivalency, 
GED, college prep, financial aid, 
tutoring and more. Mark can help 
you develop a plan to achieve your 
education goals. Call 264-2209 or 
email ruby@pagosalibrary.org for 
more information or to make an 
appointment.

Tuesday, Nov. 24
Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta 

County. 10 a.m., Tennyson Build-
ing Event Center, 197 Navajo Trail 
Drive. Veterans and associated 
members are invited. Social dis-
tancing is required at this time. 
Contact 799-8387 for more details.

Tech Time by Appointment. Noon-
1 p.m., Sisson Library. Make an 
appointment for one of three slots 
available. Brad will help one person 
or one couple at a time. Call 264-
2209 to make an appointment or 

Preview Calendar
n continued from page 9

n See Calendar on next page
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EXCAVATION WORK THAT MAKES THE GRADE

DRIVEWAYS • FOUNDATIONS • PONDS • BACKFILLING
FILL DIRT & GRAVEL HAULING • SEPTIC SYSTEMS • UTILITY WORK

Schedule 

your project 

today!

Charlotte P. Yochem
Attorney*

Straightforward Estate Planning
Wills, Powers Of  Attorney, Directives

charlotte@yochemlaw.com
512-529-6288

Pagosa Springs, Colorado
*Licensed to Practice Law in Colorado and Texas

Bird of the Week

Photo courtesy Byron Greco
This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon 
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the Cassin’s finch.

The Cassin’s is a finch of the western mountains of North America, 
where it is a year-round resident of evergreen and aspen forests. Here, 
they may migrate elevationally from their breeding territory, moving 
downslope in winter months. Except during nesting season, Cassin’s 
finches usually travel in small flocks, often in the company of crossbills, 
grosbeaks, siskins and other finches. They do visit backyard sunflower 
feeders.

The heavy, conical bill of the Cassin’s is well suited for extracting the 
seeds from pine cones, which make up a large part of its diet. In spring, 
these finches feed heavily on the buds of quaking aspen. They also have 
a craving for salt, which they satisfy at mineral deposits.

The male Cassin’s has a streaked brown back with a rosy-pink wash 
on the throat, plain breast, back and rump. He can erect his bright red 
crown feathers, giving him a peaked-head look. Females and immature 
males are streaky brown with white undersides cut by short, crisp streaks. 
Both sexes show thin white eye rings and notched tails.

It can be difficult to distinguish the Cassin’s from the similarly marked 
house finch. House finches are generally smaller and slimmer, with more 
rounded heads. A close look will show the male house finch wearing a 
brown cap.

John Cassin, for whom this finch is named, was a prominent 19th 
century ornithologist. Worldwide, nine bird species are named for him.

For reasons not well understood, the Cassin’s finch is experiencing 
population declines.

For information on future events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org 
and www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/.

Preview Calendar
for more information.

English as a Second Language by 
Appointment. 5-7 p.m., Sisson Li-
brary. Your library offers English as 
a second language classes. These 
classes are free. Call 264-2209 or 
email for more information and to 
make an appointment.

Community in Conversation Book 
Discussion Group. 5-6:30 p.m. 
Offering free weekly Zoom com-
munity discussions. Our purpose is 

n continued from previous page to equip people with the tools they 
need to have meaningful conversa-
tions on difficult yet important is-
sues. We hope to discover together 
some common ground, to find out 
what unites us rather than divides 
us. If you would like to participate, 
send an email to sarah.riehm@
gmail.com. 

Principles Before Personalities 
Group of Alcoholics Anony-
mous. 7 p.m., Tennyson Building 

n See Calendar on page 14
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Thanksgiving issue 
Thursday, November 26

Early Deadlines 
Display Advertising 

Noon, Friday, November 20

Classified Advertising 
10 a.m., Monday, November 23

Too Late to Classify 10 a.m., Monday, November 23

Legal Advertising, Articles & Letters 

Noon, Thursday, November 19

The Pagosa Springs SUN office will be closed Thursday, November 26 
and Friday, November 27 in observance of Thanksgiving

264-2100 • www.PagosaSUN.com

from our 
family to yours

The Tile & Carpet Store
M-F 8-4:30  •  (970) 731-5282

204 Bastille Dr. 
thetileandcarpetstorepagosa.com

TEAM PAGOSA REALTY GROUP
Laura Daniels, Broker/Owner
2839 Cornerstone Drive, Unit 4 North
PO Box 900, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
www.TeamPagosa.com • (970) 731-8599

WelcomeWelcome
Team Pagosa Realty Group is Team Pagosa Realty Group is 
pleased to announce pleased to announce 

Tina Valles Tina Valles 
has joined our office of has joined our office of 
professional real estate agents.professional real estate agents.
Reach Tina at (970) 946-2789Reach Tina at (970) 946-2789
or tina@teampagosa.comor tina@teampagosa.com

Photo coutesy Pennie DeClark
Our Savior Lutheran School is again holding its annual Sees candy fundraiser. Due to COVID, preorder is the 
only way to participate.

Buy Sees candy and 
help support Our 
Savior Lutheran School
By Pennie DeClark
Our Savior Lutheran School

Just in time for Christmas, we 
will be selling world-famous Sees 
candy to raise money for Our Sav-
ior Lutheran School. Come help 
support the children of Pagosa 
Springs and enjoy some tasty 
chocolate at the same time (they 
also make great Christmas gifts). 

We will be selling 1-pound 
Christmas wrapped boxes of: as-
sorted chocolate, dark chocolate, 
milk chocolates, soft centers, and 
nuts and chews. We also have avail-
able: peanut brittle, toffeettes, pep-
permints, lollypop assortments, 
mini holiday assortments and kid’s 
mini Santa boxes. 

Unfortunately, due to COVID, 
we will not be able to sell outside 
of any stores, so preorder is the 
only way to get candy this year. If 
you would like to place an order, 

please contact Pennie DeClark at 
903-3242 before Monday, Nov. 30. 
The candy will be delivered the 
week of Dec. 18 and I will deliver it 
to you or you can pick it up at Bank 
of Colorado. 

All of the proceeds raised ben-
efit the children at Our Savior Lu-
theran School. We have been serv-
ing the children of Pagosa Springs 
from all denominations for 26 
years, providing exceptional edu-
cation opportunities, with small 
classroom sizes, in a safe and lov-
ing, Christ-centered environment. 
We currently offer two preschool 
classes, kindergarten through sixth 
grade, and have over 70 students 
enrolled this year. Thank you for 
your support.

Informative.
The Pagosa Springs SUN

264-2100
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ACROSS
1 Vehicles for hire
5 Windows pre-

decessor
10 Literary lioness
14 Friend in war
15 Without delay
16 Prom goer
17 Romantic setups
19 Police, slangily
20 Soldier with a 

spear
21 Ordering option
23 It may be bitter
24 First ___
26 Doomsayer's 

sign
27 Like some gains
30 Horse's tidbit
33 Comment on, in

a way
35 Ballroom dance
37 Overhead items
38 Smallest in size
41 Working stiff
42 Barn bundles 4 Lip-___ 36 Copies 50 Mortise insert
44 Era that began 5 Baroque tune 39 Nimble 53 Element no. 5

in 1957 6 Hot spot 40 Ingredient in 54 High point
46 "___ takers?" 7 Numbers to Worcestershire 55 Aquatic bird
47 Loftiest crunch sauce 56 Merchandise
50 Salty drop 8 Leopardlike cat 43 Bird feeder block 57 Proof word
51 Thanksgiving 9 Bagel variety 45 Cleanser brand 58 One to grow on?

serving 10 Wharton's "___ 48 Proof of 60 Winter wear
52 "Poison Arrow" Frome" pedigree 63 Co-star of Betty

band 11 Salacious look 49 Car radio button and Bea
55 Flowering vine 12 Musical chairs 
59 Man of the cloth goal
61 Alert 13 Part of a pot
62 Writing desk 18 Gave out
64 Ship of Greek 22 Word on a 

myth penny
65 Linus' younger 25 Lavish affection

brother (on)
66 Andy's radio 28 Misplace

partner 29 Poke fun at
67 Gas light 30 In an orderly 
68 Knight mare? way
69 Canvas cover 31 Full of 

excitement
DOWN 32 Fine-tune, as 

1 Knitting stitch muscles
2 Detective 33 "Fernando" 

Pinkerton singers
3 Extremely 34 Indian bread

Week of 11/16/20 - 11/22/20 

 

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2020 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

Answers to Last Week's Crossword: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40 41

42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54

55 56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

67 68 69

S T A B C R A P S R U S T
T I M E H E L E N O N T O
O B I T E L I T E S N A G
L I S T P R I C E T I A R A
E A S E L S E R P E N T

R O T H P I S U S A
A R R O W S T A T T E R E D
B E E F H A U N T M A R A
E D I F Y I N G E M B L E M
T O N E R A I D E A

S A L T P A N A R G O T
A C T U P H A L F T R U T H
B R A N M O R A L A S H Y
B U T T C R O W E S T E M
A X E S M A N S E S O R E

Subscribe to The SUN
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Event Center, 197 Navajo Trail 
Drive. Contact Charlotte or Ken 
at 903-9690, or Nate at 507-1004.

Wednesday, Nov. 25
Family Storytime. 10 a.m. For all 

ages. Join us for great stories and 
fun songs. Wednesday storytimes 
are on Facebook Live, so if you go 
to Facebook at 10 a.m., you can 
interact with Josie. If you have a 
Facebook account, you can log in 
and search for the Ruby Sisson Me-
morial Library. If you don’t have a 
Facebook account, you can access 
the page by visiting our website and 
clicking the Facebook icon, or you 
can contact us and we can send 
you a link. Call 264-2209 for more 
information. 

Tech Time by Appointment. Noon-
1 p.m., Sisson Library. Make an 
appointment for one of three slots 
available. Brad will help one person 
or one couple at a time. Call 264-
2209 to make an appointment or 
for more information.

Dungeons and Dragons. 4-6 p.m. 
Teens and young adults. Join us on 
Google Meet for our ongoing game. 
Contact claire@pagosalibrary.org 
for details on how to join.

Friday, Nov. 27
HER Story. 8:30-9:30 a.m., 140 Coun-

try Center Drive, Unit 2. A women’s 
group providing a safe, supportive 
space to grow and heal as you 
share your story. An opportunity 
to meet other women in your com-
munity in a peer-supported group 
focused on healing from trauma, 
abuse or violence.

Saturday, Nov. 28
Discovery Time. 2:30 p.m. Facebook. 

For all ages. New videos are posted 
to Facebook each Saturday. View 
to explore new games, art ideas, 
science experiments, history, activi-
ties, and more. Call 264-2209 for 
more information. 

Monday, Nov. 30
PALS by Appointment. 10 a.m.-3 

p.m., Sisson Library. Adult edu-
cation in person. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services can help you 
with high school equivalency, 
GED, college prep, financial aid, 
tutoring and more. Mark can help 
you develop a plan to achieve your 
education goals. Call 264-2209 or 
email ruby@pagosalibrary.org for 
more information or to make an 
appointment.

Tuesday, Dec. 1
Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta 

County. 9 a.m., Tennyson Build-
ing Event Center, 197 Navajo Trail 
Drive. Breakfast meeting. Veterans 
and associated members are in-
vited. Social distancing is required 
at this time. Contact 799-8387 for 
more details.

Tech Time by Appointment. Noon-
1 p.m., Sisson Library. Make an 
appointment for one of three slots 
available. Brad will help one person 
or one couple at a time. Call 264-
2209 to make an appointment or 
for more information.

English as a Second Language by 
Appointment. 5-7 p.m., Sisson Li-
brary. Your library offers English as 
a second language classes. These 
classes are free. Call 264-2209 or 
email for more information and to 
make an appointment.

Principles Before Personalities 
Group of Alcoholics Anony-
mous. 7 p.m., Tennyson Building 
Event Center, 197 Navajo Trail 
Drive. Contact Charlotte or Ken 
at 903-9690, or Nate at 507-1004.

Wednesday, Dec. 2
Kids Kare. 9:30-11:30 a.m., Pagosa 

Bible Church, 209 Harman Park 
Drive. A program for children ages 
3-5. Includes Bible time, songs, 
crafts, games and more. COVID 
mandates will be followed, includ-
ing social distancing and masks. 
For more information or to register, 
go to coloradocef.org/GNC.

Family Storytime. 10 a.m. For all 
ages. Join us for great stories and 
fun songs. Wednesday storytimes 
are on Facebook Live, so if you go 
to Facebook at 10 a.m., you can 
interact with Josie. If you have a 
Facebook account, you can log in 
and search for the Ruby Sisson Me-
morial Library. If you don’t have a 
Facebook account, you can access 
the page by visiting our website and 
clicking the Facebook icon, or you 
can contact us and we can send 
you a link. Call 264-2209 for more 
information. 

Tech Time by Appointment. Noon-
1 p.m., Sisson Library. Make an 
appointment for one of three slots 
available. Brad will help one person 
or one couple at a time. Call 264-
2209 to make an appointment or 
for more information.

Dungeons and Dragons. 4-6 p.m. 
Teens and young adults. Join us on 
Google Meet for our ongoing game. 
Contact claire@pagosalibrary.org 
for details on how to join.

Submit your calendar items to editor@
pagosasun.com; mail them to The 
Pagosa Springs SUN, P.O. Box 
9, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147; or 
deliver them to The SUN office by 
noon Monday.

Preview Calendar
n continued from page 12
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING
FROM BANK OF COLORADO

We are very thankful for the opportunity to live 

and work in this great community. Thank you for 

your continued support. Have a happy and safe 

holiday from your Bank of Colorado family.

PAGOSA SPRINGS 205 Country Center Drive, 970.731.4166
bankofcolorado.com

MEMBER FDIC

19_BC128_PS_THANKSGIVING_AD.indd   119_BC128_PS_THANKSGIVING_AD.indd   1 11/18/19   12:03 PM11/18/19   12:03 PM

www.pagosaphoto.com

• Local
• Nights and Weekends 
• Delivery Available!

RENT A CAR

(970) 585-9181(970) 585-9181

Pagosa Auto Rents
$55   per Day

Feeling a bit shut in? Here’s a fresh new way to connect

Arts
Line

Senior 
News

By Cheryl Wilkinson
PREVIEW Columnist

If you’re looking for new and 
exciting ways to connect with 
others, we announced last week 
that we now have a whole host 
of world-class performances, lec-
tures, seminars and live topical 
discussions that you can join. No 
need to register in advance. 

Just a few of the offerings avail-
able this month include: 

• “Coloring and Conversation” 
presented by Vivian Visser. Use any 
materials you have on hand and 
unwind with new friends. 

• “Songs of the Seasons” with 
Madeline Morgan.

• “Virtual Tech Explorations for 
Advanced Users” facilitated by Viv-
ian Chazen.

• Aretha Franklin with Brian 
Salgado presenting — learn more 
about the Queen of Soul.

• “Creative Voices Poetry Read-
ing Series” with Caroline Edasis.

• “Active Adult Exercise” led by 
Paige Corley.

• “Tai Chi” with instructor Lin 
Shook. 

• “Professional Caregiver, Family 
Caregiver” and other up-to-date 
information are available every 
month. 

November performances and so 
much more: Our new alliance with 
Mather allows easy access to the 
Chautauqua Institution’s online 
performances and so much more. 
Discover something new or enjoy 
something old: 

• The arts — theater, music, 
dance, symphonies. 

• Education — lectures, courses, 
book clubs, discussions. 

• Religion — speakers, sermons, 
interfaith dialogue. 

There are download printable 
resources, as well as a link to sign 
up to enjoy a bevy of virtual (on-
line or phone) fun, educational 
and social opportunities. You can 
learn more about these programs, 
our organization and meal reserva-
tion options at our website: http://
www.psseniors.org/.

Temporary dining room 
closure continues

The Pagosa Springs Senior Cen-
ter is continuing its temporary 
closing of the congregate dining 
room due to coronavirus concerns. 

In order to continue providing 
meals, we are offering take-out 

hot meals and a salad with a 
drive-up option under the portico 
at the Ross Aragon Community 
Center. 

These meals will be available 
Monday through Friday between 
11 a.m. and 1 p.m. There is a $4 
suggested donation for lunch for 
those age 60 and better. If you need 
to have your meal delivered, please 
call 264-2167 to see if this option is 
available in your area. 

The cost per meal for the pub-
lic age 59 and under is $8.50. The 
meals include a salad, hot meal, 
drink and dessert or bread. 

Please call 264-2167 to make a 
reservation for pickup. We are also 
continuing our Meals on Wheels 
program. 

There will be no games, classes, 
or presentations during this time. 
The staff will be available by phone. 
If you need to speak to a staff mem-
ber, please call 264-2167.

The Community  
Café menu

Thursday, Nov. 19 — Beef short 
ribs, mashed potatoes with gravy, 
sauteed zucchini, tomatoes and 
onions, milk, salad and peach 
cobbler.

Friday, Nov. 20 — Pork zuppa 
Toscana, glazed carrots, focaccia 
bread with butter, milk, salad and 
German chocolate cake.

Monday, Nov. 23 — Cod and 
white bean cassoulet, braised 
greens, milk, salad and coconut 
cake.

Tuesday, Nov. 24 — Turkey 
with cornbread dressing, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, green bean 
casserole, cranberry sauce, salad 
and pumpkin pie.

Wednesday, Nov. 25 — Roast 
beef caprese on ciabatta with 
pesto, roasted red pepper soup, 
milk, salad and cranberry salad.

Thursday, Nov. 26 — Closed for 
Thanksgiving.

For your convenience, you can 
make your reservations in advance 
or have a standing reservation on 
days you know you will always pick 
up. Please cancel if you cannot at-

tend on your standing reservation 
days. We want to thank everyone 
for their support by observing 
our reservation policy. This helps 
ensure that everyone with reser-
vations receives a meal and en-
ables us to provide additional and 
healthier meals.

Due to COVID-19, food supplies 
have been affected. Substitutions 
will be made accordingly.
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JIM GARRETT
v ATTORNEY v

Protecting your interests
LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE

BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS
New location: Downtown, above the theatre

422 PAGOSA ST., NO. 5
 970-880-0468 • 412-508-1060

P.O. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS • jyg44law@gmail.com

Erika Hampton, Broker Associate
erika@teampagosa.com • (970) 507-0022
TEAM PAGOSA REALTY GROUP
2839 Cornerstone Drive, Unit 4 North
www.TeamPagosa.com (970) 731-8599 office

Cute and 
Affordable

Modular on 2.6 acres, 
3bed/2bath, views of Broken 

Off Point. 
Priced at $189,999

MLS#773592

Call me today for a showing,  
(970) 507-0022!721 Hurt

Beautiful Custom-Built Home
3 bed//3bath/3 car garage, gourmet kitchen, large office space and 

gorgeous landscaping. Priced at $839,000
MLS#772443

788 Lakeside Dr.

Price
Reduction!

Donations sought for Shop with a Cop event
By Nick Stasi
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 8

For almost three decades, the 
Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) 
Lodge 8 has hosted our annual 
Shop with a Cop event. We’ve never 
missed a year and we plan to keep 
the tradition alive this year the best 
we can. 

This event pairs local children 
in need with a law enforcement of-
ficer and together they go shopping 
at Walmart for clothing and toys 
that the child wouldn’t otherwise 
receive. We fully fund each year’s 
event through charitable dona-
tions from businesses and citizens 
like you. Through generous dona-
tions, we were able to support 175 
children from La Plata and Archu-
leta counties last year.

This year, the FOP Lodge 8 will 
again be hosting a one-day event 
in Durango and a one-day event 
in Pagosa Springs. We are currently 

seeking donations to make this 
year’s event a success and we need 
your support. This year, your sup-
port is more important than ever. 

As you know, many families 
have been impacted by COVID-19 
and lost income, which means they 
cannot provide for their family in 
this upcoming holiday season. In 
addition, we lost a tremendous 
local resource when Project Merry 
Christmas closed its doors. This 
has left even more families and 
children in need in our region. 

We will spend on average $150 
per child, with approximately $100 
of that going toward clothing and 
essential items, and $50 on toys. 
We are asking you for your help in 
raising money for this program and 
making these families’ holidays a 
little brighter during these difficult 
times.

Donations will be accepted 
through the mail and no phone 
solicitations will be made. If you 

are interested in sending in a dona-
tion, you can send it to the address 
below. If you know of anybody 
else who may also be interested in 
donating this year, please forward 
this information to them. 

Donations can be mailed to: 
Durango FOP Lodge 8, Shop with 
a Cop, P.O. Box 2172, Durango, CO 
81302.

We would like to publicly recog-
nize our donors again this year as 
well. If you want to be listed on our 
website as a sponsor and have your 
website linked to ours, please let us 
know when sending your donation. 
We will only list those who specifi-
cally ask to be listed.

We sincerely appreciate your 
support in helping local families 
and in helping to bridge the gap 
between law enforcement and the 
community. This event has been 
a tremendous success in the past 
and we are excited to continue this 
tradition again this year.

New Thought topic: Embrace 
and receive your good
By Lisa Burnson
New Thought Center  
for Inspirational Living

All are welcome to join New 
Thought Center this Sunday, Nov. 
22, at 10:30 a.m. for our presenta-
tion, “Embracing and Receiving 
Your Good in Thanksgiving.” Our 
speaker will be Shayla White Eagle 
McClure.

Our sanctuary is sanitized and 
set up for social distancing 

We will have spirited live music. 

Upcoming events
Meditation Circle is held each 

Wednesday at 6 p.m. (weather per-
mitting). All are welcome.

Band practice is every Tuesday 
evening at 6:30 p.m. We welcome 
musicians and singers to join our 
band. Please text Bruce at 507-0739 
to join or for band information.

Saturday, Nov. 21 (tentative), 
Workshop: “Meditation and Move-
ment.” Call (971) 221-4797 for 
information. 

Friday, Nov. 27, 7 p.m. Mov-
ie Night: “Tomorrowland” with 
George Clooney. Donations ap-
preciated.

Library
The New Thought Center has 

a large library of inspirational 
and spiritual books. To borrow or 
donate a book, please come to the 
New Thought Center prior to Sun-
day service or Meditation Circle.

About us
The New Thought Center pro-

motes living a spiritually centered 
life, and promotes the philosophies 
of Centers for Spiritual Living 

and Agape Centers. New Thought 
honors all lifestyles, cultures and 
religious paths to the divine.

We welcome local talents to 
share gifts, aptitudes and knowl-
edge. Participate, learn or contrib-
ute your insights, beliefs, knowl-
edge and skills. 

New Thought events are held 
at 3505 W. U.S. 160, on the second 
floor of Best Western Lodge (eleva-

tor available). 
Request prayer treatment or 

obtain information by joining 
us; emailing pagosacommuni-
tynewthought@gmail.com; mail-
ing P.O. Box 1052, Pagosa Springs, 
CO 81147; or calling 309-6067. 
Find us on Facebook (Pagosa 
Community of New Thought) or 
YouTube (Pagosa New Thought 
Channel). 
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Cathy Justus W.F.C.P. 264-4462
Window Fashions Certifi ed Professional

WINDOW COVERINGS
“JUST US ORIGINALS”

est. 1986

blinds • shades • verticals • draperies • valances
bedspreads • bed skirts • pillows • cushions • & more

Always deep 

discounts

FREE CORDLESS OPTION on select Graber products
 FREE installation with purchase

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER RESTORATION & 
CONCIERGE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Fire Restoration
Water Extraction
Mold Remediation
Structural Drying
Smoke and Odor Removal

PropertyBrothersPagosa.com
propertybrotherspagosa@gmail.com

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 43 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the ”Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Property Brothers is here to service you and your 
family through providing quality in our work, and 
being timely and efficient. 
In our property management division, we strive to 
offer peace of mind to you as you leave your home in 
our care for the seasons you can’t be here.

“From the start of disaster 
to moving back 
into your home, 

We Are Committed 
to the process 
of restoration.”

Winter Property Management Service
Call now to schedule — 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

Unlocks • Master Keying 
Chip (Transponder) Key Programming 
Replacement Keys
Residential Door & Frame Repairs 
Residential Weatherstripping

Call Armor City Locksmith 
(970) 264-2747

Auto • Commercial • 
Residential

PAGOSA’S LOCAL LOCKSMITHPAGOSA’S LOCAL LOCKSMITH

Bill & Susan Schwab,
Owners & Operators Since 2003

(970) 731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.

Open 8:00 - 5:30  Mon. - Fri.
24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

This Holiday Season make sure your family is safe.
There is no better time to have your vehicle winterized, put on all-season or 
studded snow tires, and equip it with Winter Wiper Blades to ensure easy 

start-ups and safer driving on the snowy, icy roads.

Piedra Automotive

Drive Safe This Holiday Season

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited time offer. Shop supplies and tax not included.  
May not be combined with any other offer. See the pros at Piedra Automotive for details.

Offer ends 1/15/20

10% OFF10% OFF
Winterization Service or Oil & Filter Change
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Subscribe to The Pagosa Springs SUN, 
your source for local news and events, 

for only $25 for one year.
If you are already a print subscriber, your subscription includes the e-edition. Follow the above directions, except 

click on “Already a print subscriber” instead of choosing your subscription plan.

Editione

(970) 264-2100 • 457 Lewis Street •  PO Box 9, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Read The SUN online!
The NEWS is just the beginning. 

Your commuunity, your family, your interests, your home, your business ...
it’s all a part of your local newspaper!

Go to 
PagosaSUN.com

Click on the 
red button

Follow the 
instructions to set 

your username, 
password and enter 

payment.

21+ RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA

266 EAST PAGOSA STREET | 970-264-0942 | 970-946-4199
www.SmokeRingsCo.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED • OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Special pricing for locals w/local ID Special pricing for locals w/local ID (within 60 miles) (within 60 miles) 

We accept 

DEBIT 
CARDS

Open 7 days a week
We will be closed on We will be closed on 

Thanksgiving DayThanksgiving Day

TWILIGHT SPECIAL
$12 packages 

N-Fuzed Gummies
7-9 pm only

A blended family is becoming the American family

Arts
Line

Writers on 
the Range

By Rich Wandschneider
Writers on the Range

When “All in the Family” hit 
the TV screens in 1971, the war in 
Vietnam was raging, cities from 
Washington, D.C. to Detroit were 
charred from riots in the wake of 
Martin Luther King’s assassination 
and many young people like me 
were leaving those cities, moving 
west to rural America. 

Archie Bunker stayed in Queens, 
where a “bar was a man’s castle,” 
while daughter Gloria and son-
in-law “Meathead” tried to help 
Archie grasp hippies and anti-war 
protests. 

We called ours the “back to the 
land” movement, and we chuckled 
with Meathead as Archie Bunker 
got chuckles from our dads. But 
we were done watching “Leave it 
to Beaver” and “Ozzie and Harriet.” 
Our flexible families were radically 
changing.

Well, the family has changed 
again and I’d argue that my own 
occasionally dysfunctional family 
is closer to what’s happening in 
America now than either of the 
television versions of the past. 

In 1965, I joined the Peace Corps 
and went to Turkey, where I spent 
most of the next five years. I’d 
grown up in Minnesota and Cali-
fornia, child of immigrant families 
from Germany and Norway. In 
Turkey, I met a Peace Corps vol-
unteer from Pennsylvania whose 
own family roots traced to Italy and 
Poland. We married and moved to 
rural northeast Oregon in 1971, just 
as Archie was hitting the airwaves.

As the Vietnam War dragged on, 
adoption services began bringing 
mixed-race Vietnamese children 
to the United States and then poor 
children from India and Central 
America. Simple American adop-
tions had only recently come out 
of a closet — historically they were 
hush-hush affairs with unmarried 
mothers going to visit faraway 
aunts and doctors quietly arrang-
ing adoptions. 

In 1976, we adopted a 1-year-
old white boy born in New Jersey 
and brought to Oregon by a mom 
too young and poor to raise him. 
In 1983, we adopted a boy from 
Calcutta, estimated to be 6. 

We thought all we needed was 
love to bring these kids into the 
American mainstream. We didn’t 
realize that kids bring past trauma 
with them. We also didn’t imagine 
that being brown in eastern Oregon 
would be so hard. 

The white son had his next bout 
with trauma when a classmate 
committed suicide in his presence. 
He transferred schools, became a 
star athlete, went to college — and 
struggled. He joined the Navy and 
married a woman whose father 
served in Vietnam and whose 
mother is from the Philippines. 
Their road seems smooth right 
now.

Color wasn’t an issue when the 
kids were young, but as our brown 
boy hit junior high, conscious and 
unconscious racial slurs got louder. 
He got the “N word” more than 
once, transferred schools twice, 
and at 18 moved to Portland; he 
didn’t graduate from high school. 
He had babies and couldn’t man-
age them, so I raised a mixed-race 
grandson and granddaughter in 
eastern Oregon. 

Again, early years were easy, but 
racial slurs murmured in school 
hallways and on athletic fields 
made their high school years hard. 
“How’s being black?” wrote a class-
mate in my grandson’s yearbook. 
His friendships withered and he 
took out anger on the football field. 
His sister graduated online and 
moved away. 

I did not realize how isolated 
they both felt until my grandson 
went to nearby Eastern Oregon 
University. There, the student body 
is 25 percent non-white. He loves 
college.

Their father, born in Calcutta, 
has found a life and a wife in Phoe-
nix, Ariz. She is an immigrant, too, 
from Uganda, and they and their 
2-year-old son came to visit us 
one Christmas. There was appre-
hension on all sides: If brown gets 
noticed in small-town Northeast 
Oregon, what will the locals do with 
this new Indian-African family?

The 2-year-old stole everyone’s 
hearts, at home and in town, and 
the grandkids I raised are begin-

ning to understand their father’s 
hard journey as they begin their 
own adult journeys in a rapidly 
changing America. Even Eastern 
Oregon is growing multicolored 
with Mexican and Thai restaurants, 
students from across the world, 
and the resurgence of American 
Indians. 

It won’t be easy, but my grand-
kids, brown and black, represent-
ing the heritage of four continents 
and one island nation, are gain-
ing confidence. They will grow 
my family tree in directions my 
German-Norwegian-American 
grandparents, parents — and Ar-
chie Bunker — would never have 
imagined. 

This is what America is becom-
ing, and it’s a good thing.

Rich Wandschneider is a con-
tributor to Writers on the Range, 
writersontherange.org, a nonprofit 
dedicated to lively conversation 
about the West. He writes in Or-
egon.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sell It 
in The SUN 
Classifieds

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

Start @ $79 Think Hair
Think Elizabeth

970-903-5152

PINEAPPLE: I’m Pineapple, a sweet little slice 
of a girl who would love to hula my way into 
your heart. Need some charm in your life? 
Adopt from the Humane Society 731-4771.

STAR: I’m Star, a year and a half old Golden 
mix girl that is looking for a patient home. I’m 
shy and need reassurance and would love to 
be able to blossom. Got a quiet spot so we 
can bond? Adopt from the Humane Society 
731-4771.

SERVICES
MANDARIN: I’m Mandarin, a 4-month-old little 
fellow who loves to play and find nooks and 
crannies to explore. Need adventure? Adopt 
from the Humane Society 731-4771.

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

FIRE MITIGATION, WOOD CUTTING, wood 
splitting, land clearing. $45/ hour. (970)661-
3888.
SNOW REMOVAL FROM DRIVEWAYS, 
roofs, walkways. Tractor with blower and truck 
with plow. Call now for scheduling. 946-2061.
REDMAN RENOVATIONS IS AN LLC in 
Pagosa that specializes in finish carpentry. 
Bathrooms, kitchens, plumbing, electrical, 
flooring, siding, paint, tile and more. Call or 
text Nolan at (949)322-5915.
DIRTY WINDOWS? Call the professional win-
dow cleaners. Pristine View Window Cleaners. 
Insured. Licensed. Free estimates. www.pris-
tineviewcleaners.com. Jon (970)235-0001.
CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING. Reasonable 
prices. Linda Lerno, 731-5173.
HANDY ANDY MAINTENANCE. Painting, 
window cleaning, plumbing, deck repair. VIP 
maintenance. (830)220-4883.
BAZ THE HANDYMAN PAGOSA Springs is 
your one stop shop for wide range of home 
maintenance and repair solutions. Just call 
Baz (480)433-1776.
LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable 
and reliable. 946-2061.
HANDYMAN SERVICES. SMALL PROJ-
ECTS. Honey do lists. Carpentry. Honest and 
reliable. Call Manny at (228)355-1628.
BRUSH/ CONSTRUCTION, CLEAN UP 
and hauling, fire mitigation, lawn care, land-
scaping, tree pruning. Reasonable, reliable, 
insured, safety conscious. CC accepted. Call 
now to schedule (970)946-3923.
CARPENTER. LOCAL. 38 YEARS experi-
ence. Smaller jobs. (970)946-6280.
AUTHENTIC ADOBE CONSTRUCTION: 
Dwellings. Solar Greenhouses. Kiva fire-
places. Adobe and cob hornos. Garden 
walls. More! Energy efficient “Rocket Mass 
Heaters.” Highly experienced “Master” earth 
builder. Project management. Consulting. 
David, 264-4923.

MEDITATION CIRCLE. 6p.m. every Wednes-
day at New Thought Center at Best Western, 
3505 W. Hwy. 160. 4T Prosperity Classes start-
ing in November. Call (970)309-6067 to enroll.
THE PAGOSA SPRINGS GROUP of Alcoholics 
Anonymous. AA is now meeting every Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday at 5:30p.m. and Sunday 
at 10a.m. at 315 N. 2nd Street, County Road 
200 (.2 miles off 160). In accordance with the 
State, County and San Juan Basin Health, 
masks must be worn and social distancing ob-
served. Online meetings are Sunday at 10a.m.:  
Zoom ID 858-319-763, password 754234; 
and Friday at 7p.m: Zoom ID 899 6048 4578, 
password 532-306.  For meeting schedule and 
information email aapagosa@gmail.com or call 
Marcia (970)946-8475, Kathi (970)946-1482 
Ranza (970)731-9774, Val (970)946-6086 or 
(719)792-7974 or central office (970)245-9649 
or (888)333-9649 (24 hours).
AL-ANON MEETS EVERY TUESDAY at 
6p.m. at St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church in the 
Parish Hall. www.al-anon-co.org. As of 3/31, our 
meeting space is temporarily unavailable due to 
COVID-19 precautions. For updates, please text 
(303)815-8569. For a list of online and phone 
meetings, please visit al-anon.org.

PRINCIPALS BEFORE PERSONALITIES 
GROUP of Alcoholics Anonymous meets every 
Tuesday and Thursday at 7p.m. at the Tennyson 
Building Event Center, 197 Navajo Trail Drive 
(between Boss Hogg’s Restaurant and 1st 
Southwest Bank). Contact Charlotte or Ken at 
(970)903-9690 or Nate at (970)507-1004.

Name

Address

City State

Zip Phone

Classification:

Ad:

Please run ad                   consecutive weeks beginning                                 
(The Pagosa Springs SUN is published once a week on Thursdays.)

Charge for line ads — 20 word minimum
1st week: 50¢ per word

2nd week and every week after, no changes: 25¢ per word
$                   is enclosed. ($10 minimum)

Visa/Mastercard accepted.                Visa                      Mastercard
Credit card number                                                 Expiration date
Signature

Clip & mail with check or credit card number to P.O. Box 9, Pagosa Springs, CO 
81147 or bring in to the SUN office, 457 Lewis Street. To place ad by phone, call 
(970) 264-2100 or 264-2100. Payment must be received by deadline. Classified 
deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

CLASSIFIED 
ORDER FORM

DONKEY PACK SADDLE. Great shape! $475 
OBO. (970)731-0883.
2007 FORD F150 4X4 crew cab. 183K miles. 
Motor runs good. Needs transmission. Minor 
hail damage. Interior in great shape. Aftermar-
ket exhaust, wheels and tires. $3,000 OBO. 
(970)398-0369.
ON BEAUTIFUL LAKE PAGOSA. Upstairs 
condo unit. 2 bedroom, 2 bath, washer/ dry-
er, full kitchen with refrigerator, dishwasher, 
stove/ oven and microwave. Large deck on 
lake side. Water included. Nonsmoking, no 
pets. $1,200/ month. (303)929-8860.
BOOST YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM with Ion 
Cleanse foot baths. Sessions performed out-
doors. COVID-19 protocols followed. $50 per 
session or prepay 10 sessions at $45 each. 
Call (970)264-3856 between 9a.m.-5p.m.
METHODIST THRIFT STORE: The only bag 
sale this month will be November 13-14. Plus, 
something new this year: beginning November 
13, we are opening a “Christmas Room” filled 
with holiday decor. 
RFP: Looking for Landscaping Companies 
to bid numerous HOAs for the 2021 Summer 
season. Contact Dori at Sunetha by email 
dori@sunetha.com.
DO YOU NEED PRAYER? Come to the 
Jesus Cafe on main street next to the theater, 
down the hallway. Monday through Saturday, 
11a.m.-4p.m. Sunday, 1-3p.m. Call or text 
(970)946-1238. Completely confidential, non 
denominational.
FOR SALE: ALL NATURAL corn fed freezer 
beef. Half or whole. Call for details (970)769-
3945.
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Miller’s
Construction & Excavating

Snow Removal 
All your excavating needs • Roofing 
New construction • Log home builder

Ammon Miller 970-903-4014
owner ammonmiller10@gmail.com

PagosaSUN.com

SERVICESSERVICESSERVICES

PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO

20+ Years Experience

970-585-4191

“Where Quality Comes First”
Qualified in All Aspects of Painting

Free Estimates

SERVICES

Call Ed 970-946-2606 
edspetsitting@gmail.com

Licensed & Bonded

PET SITT ING
I’ll treat your pet as my own

Ed’s 

Master Craftsman
Handyman Services
Remodeling Specialist
 Kitchens • Baths • Decks 
Additions • Basements
Interior Trim • Painting
Exterior Siding Installation
Concrete Work • and more
Large & Small Repair Work

Steve 
(970) 946-3356

Call Dan • (970) 582-0006

FIRE & ICE

FIREWOOD
Snow Removal

NEW BUILDS
& REMODELS

COWGIRL CLEANING CO.
Construction & Remodel  •  Residential

Vacation Rentals  •  Property Management

970-799-1778
Free Estimates • Insured • References Available

PagosaSUN.com

SERVICES

Feel the warmthFeel the warmth

Custom installation & finish work 

Chase caps
Snow splitters

Pagosa Peak 
Custom Fireplaces
1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:
(970) 264-2006
www.pagosafireplaces.com

Wood & Gas 
Burning 

Fireplaces 
& Stoves

Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth 
Isokern • FMI
Enviro Pellet 

Stoves

We can facilitate all your maintenance needs including snowplowing 
We’re here to help you protect your property’s value

Project/renovation ManageMent  — Architecture, permitting, engineering & interior design 

High Meadows Properties, LLC
A Premier Property Management Company Since 2003

For a more complete list of services and testimonials, go to www.HighMeadowsProperties.com

Home Security Checks +

Call today (970) 403-2263

• 24/7 • Roots
• Ice • Grease

• Toilet clogs
• Line cameras and locating

Call 970-903-8746 
for Fast, Friendly, Expert Service

OPEN

TURN A JOB

TO DO INTO

A JOB WELL

DONE

Pagosa 

Construction Services

Call (970) 749-4252
Licensed & Insured  •  20+ Years Experience 

Remodels including Kitchen & Bath
Siding • Decking • Drywall • Painting

No Job Too Small

Snow 
Removal!

Buck Frisbee Landscaping, Inc.
“Developing Spaces that Create Life Outdoors”

• Landscape design planning for 2021
• Landscape renovations and restorations

Making Pagosa beautiful 
one landscape at a time since 2001

Call Buck 946-0996

Certified

Blueprints
Have your plans drawn now.

Don’t wait! 
Be ready to start your house, 
barn, garage or deck on time.

Call Rick 
946-1737

WE DELIVER!
20’ NEW & USED CONTAINERS

RENT • BUY • RENT TO OWN
LET’S STORE IT  •  731-0007

  FALLFALL
SPECIALSSPECIALS

Cell Phone: (970) 946-1969Cell Phone: (970) 946-1969
Licensed & Insured • Pagosa Lakes & Hatcher areasLicensed & Insured • Pagosa Lakes & Hatcher areas

Snow Removal

Jackson Excavation

Snow Plowed & Removed!Snow Plowed & Removed!

holiday decorating  
        inside and outside
holiday shopping
organize Christmas parties 
        home or office
small household chores

Stacyscapes
970-946-5206

We will be happy to be 
your elves and deck 
your halls!

holiday needs

Roof Ice Prevention Systems
By HotEdge for new or existing roofs

HotEdge.com

Call Daniel Haag
manufacturer rep in Pagosa Springs

(970) 903-7441
blacksignet@gmail.com

Old Ethics — New Ideas

PagosaSUN.com

CHIMNEY ROCK INTERPRETIVE ASSO-
CIATION (CRIA) is accepting applications 
for the CRIA Director position. 20-25 hours/ 
week. Must have fundraising experience and 
organizational and management skills. Please 
send your resume to admdir@chimneyrockco.
org. For a full job description, visit Chimney-
RockCo.org.
KIP’S GRILL AND CANTINA is now hiring 
kitchen staff. Experience preferred but will 
train the right person. Please apply in person 
or send resume to kipsgrillpagosa@yahoo.
com.
WOLF CREEK SKI AREA is accepting 
applications for all departments: retail, ski 
school, lifts, ski patrol, base operations, ticket 
office, food and beverage, rental, vehicle 
maintenance and snow reporting. Please see 
details of job descriptions on Wolf Creek’s 
employment page. Applications can be down-
loaded from WolfCreekSki.com employment 
page. Send resumes and applications to 
wolfcreekski@wolfcreekski.com or PO Box 
2800, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147. All jobs 
are winter seasonal (November- April) with 
competitive wages.
USE YOUR CAREGIVING TALENTS to help 
others stay in their home. Training and flexible 
schedule. LifeCare (970)516-1234.
PART-TIME SPANISH TEACHER NEEDED 
at Pagosa Peak Open School. Applicant will 
provide in person instruction of Sonrisas 
Spanish Curriculum to students in grades 
K-7 Monday- Thursday. Resumes or CV 
should be sent to Areali@ppos.co. For more 
information, please visit our website at www. 
Pagosapeakopenschool.org.
MASSAGE THERAPIST WANTED at Over-
look Hot Springs. Minimum pay- $37.50/ hour, 
tips- 17-18%. Full-time, part-time or on call 
positions available. Apply in person.
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Current openings available at Club Wyndham Pagosa 
in beautiful Pagosa Springs, Colorado!!
We are looking for friendly, energetic people 

who have a genuine desire for Hospitality.

Please visit our website for current openings --> wyndcareers.com
Part-time and Full-time positions available in Resort Operations.

$500 Sign On BONUS plus Competitive Pay 
and Full Benefits Package!

If you are interested or have any questions, 
please call Meghan at 970-398-1835

HEALTH SERVICES

Meticulous One-Person Cleaning Company
Homes • Vacation Rentals • Special Tasks
Natural Cleaning Products
Evening & Weekend Clean Times Available

Call Kimberly (970) 210-1045

Detailed • Reliable • Friendly • Trustworthy
Ainsworth Cleaning Co.

CLEANING SERVICE

SERVICESSERVICES

Home Repair 
& Construction

for all your home care needs
• Room Add-ons 
• Total Remodels
• Decks and Patios 
• Painting
• Drywall: Tape, Bed Texture  
• Fences
• Plumbing 
• Handyman Service

Locally Owned & Operated 

Call Bob 
(970) 903-1921

Fix All

Detail Oriented, 
Trustworthy & Reliable 

Cleaners
For All Your

Housekeeping &
Window Cleaning

Needs
Starting at $25/ hour

Text/call Kim  (970) 946-6446
Find us on Google & Facebook

The Water 
Runner

Certified Bulk Water Delivery
Cistern Deep Cleaning

(970) 731-5022
Chadd Carnley, owner

Tree 
Service

Tree & Stump Removal
Trimming

Equipment Available
12” Chipper

Affordable • Free Estimates
Quick Service

Insured • References

Call Mike
(970) 946-3936

PLUMBING
Semi-retired plumber 
30 Years experience 
13+ years in Pagosa

Reasonable rates • Local references
Michael • 480-685-6191

I return all calls!

Pagosa House Doctor

HOME REPAIRS
Tired of No Shows or No Call Backs?

“The Doctor Will See You Now!”

For response in a timely manner, call 
John Stiles at 970-398-1132

Expert Flooring
Staining & Painting 
Remodels • Repairs

Roof & Siding Repairs

Plumbing Repairs
Electrical Repairs

 Drywall & Trim Work
Property Management

SERVICES

PagosaSUN.com
PONDEROSA LUMBER IS SEEKING a yard 
associate/ driver. Lumber experience is a 
plus. Duties include helping customers in the 
yard, loading/ unloading trucks, and providing 
inventory support. We offer competitive wages 
based on experience and a benefit package 
that includes Holiday Pay, Paid Time Off, 
401(k) and medical and dental insurance for 
full time employees. Please apply in person 
or contact Darrin at (970)731-4111.

BOOKKEEPER/ SALES TAX PREPARER. Im-
mediate need for a bookkeeper with QuickBooks 
experience to work 35-40 hours per week in 
growing accounting firm. Sales tax experience 
a plus but willing to train. Some admin duties re-
quired. Submit resume to jjas@jjaccountingsvc.
com or by fax to (970)264-4451.

HOUSEKEEPING POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
full time. Flexible schedules and competitive 
wages. Apply at Pine Ridge Extended Care, 
119 Bastille Dr.

NEED HELP WITH SNOW REMOVAL from 
deck, roof and driveway. Hatcher area. Ed 
(970)946-6792.

CALLING COOKS! If you like to prepare 
high-quality food and the opportunity to work 
in a community-supportive business, join us 
at Pagosa Brewing & Grill. Apply at 118 North 
Pagosa Blvd. or Facebook. Cheers!

NOW HIRING BARTENDERS, SERVERS, 
line cooks, prep cooks, seasonal meat wrap-
pers and front counter sales staff at The Buck 
Stops Here Market & Eatery. Come join our 
team. Please apply in person at 19 Navajo 
Trail Dr., Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.

WANTED: PART-TIME DRIVERS and office 
help. Flexible days, evenings and weekends 
needed. Pay based on experience. Inquire in 
person with Wilderness Journeys Pagosa Inc 
and A1 Taxi at 3505 W. Hwy. 160 inside the 
Best Western. 

SEEDS OF LEARNING Early Care and Ed-
ucation center is accepting applications for a 
teacher aide. Must be at least 18 years of age. 
Experience and education preferred but not 
mandatory to start. This is a year round, full 
time (8-5) position. Please call (970)264-5513 
for more information. 

HOT SPRINGS HEALERS Wellness Center. 
Chiropractic, acupuncture, craniosacral, mas-
sage, water therapy in the hot springs. Auto 
and sports injuries. 1/2 hour $60 and 1 hour 
$120 treatment. (971)221-4797, hotspring-
shealers.com. Home visits. Durango hours 
on Wednesday.

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25 
cents/ sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden 
charges. Owner/ operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual. 
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted.
JUNK IN YOUR YARD? Construction cleanup 
and hauling off debris. Call Eric 946-2061.
METAL ROOF REPAIR, TIGHTENING or 
replacing. Chimney cleaning, chimney repair. 
Replacement or new chimney installs. Call 
(970)731-4585 office, or (970)946-1275.
HOME REPAIRS, IMPROVEMENTS: Decks. 
Masonry. Tile. Carpentry. Painting. Drywall. 
Plaster. Adobe. Rocket mass heaters. More! 
Honest, well experienced craftsman. David, 
264-4923.
FRAMING, SIDING, DRYWALL, DECKS, 
sheds, roof extensions, floors, remodels and 
more. (970)731-0180. Leave a message!

KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing 
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don’t trap 
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident. 
Dan Snow, (719)849-8873.

PAGOSA SPARKLES, LLC, GROUP 
of detail oriented, trustworthy, reliable 
cleaners. Window cleaning also available. 
Starting at $25/ per hour. Text/ call KIM. 
(970)946-6446.
TREE REMOVAL. Licensed and insured. 
Free estimates. Call OR text (970)903-8068.

HANDY WORK- SNOW REMOVAL, contract-
ing and maintenance. Licensed and Insured. 
Call MDT at (970)333-6459.
NEED WORK FOR SMALL BACKHOE, truck 
and 18’ trailer? Can dig holes for new trees, 
ditches, etc. or move dirt or other objects. Call 
Kurt at (801)201-2122.
QUALITY CLEANING SERVICES. Honest 
and reliable. Residential, commercial, rentals 
and home security checks. Call (801)201-
0496 or (970)317-8445.
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Miller’s
Construction & Excavating

Snow Removal 
All your excavating needs • Roofing 
New construction • Log home builder

Ammon Miller 970-903-4014
owner ammonmiller10@gmail.com

PagosaSUN.com

SERVICESSERVICESSERVICES

PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO

20+ Years Experience

970-585-4191

“Where Quality Comes First”
Qualified in All Aspects of Painting

Free Estimates

SERVICES

Call Ed 970-946-2606 
edspetsitting@gmail.com

Licensed & Bonded

PET SITT ING
I’ll treat your pet as my own

Ed’s 

Master Craftsman
Handyman Services
Remodeling Specialist
 Kitchens • Baths • Decks 
Additions • Basements
Interior Trim • Painting
Exterior Siding Installation
Concrete Work • and more
Large & Small Repair Work

Steve 
(970) 946-3356

Call Dan • (970) 582-0006

FIRE & ICE

FIREWOOD
Snow Removal

NEW BUILDS
& REMODELS

COWGIRL CLEANING CO.
Construction & Remodel  •  Residential

Vacation Rentals  •  Property Management

970-799-1778
Free Estimates • Insured • References Available

PagosaSUN.com

SERVICES

Feel the warmthFeel the warmth

Custom installation & finish work 

Chase caps
Snow splitters

Pagosa Peak 
Custom Fireplaces
1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:
(970) 264-2006
www.pagosafireplaces.com

Wood & Gas 
Burning 

Fireplaces 
& Stoves

Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth 
Isokern • FMI
Enviro Pellet 

Stoves

We can facilitate all your maintenance needs including snowplowing 
We’re here to help you protect your property’s value

Project/renovation ManageMent  — Architecture, permitting, engineering & interior design 

High Meadows Properties, LLC
A Premier Property Management Company Since 2003

For a more complete list of services and testimonials, go to www.HighMeadowsProperties.com

Home Security Checks +

Call today (970) 403-2263

• 24/7 • Roots
• Ice • Grease

• Toilet clogs
• Line cameras and locating

Call 970-903-8746 
for Fast, Friendly, Expert Service

OPEN

TURN A JOB

TO DO INTO

A JOB WELL

DONE

Pagosa 

Construction Services

Call (970) 749-4252
Licensed & Insured  •  20+ Years Experience 

Remodels including Kitchen & Bath
Siding • Decking • Drywall • Painting

No Job Too Small

Snow 
Removal!

Buck Frisbee Landscaping, Inc.
“Developing Spaces that Create Life Outdoors”

• Landscape design planning for 2021
• Landscape renovations and restorations

Making Pagosa beautiful 
one landscape at a time since 2001

Call Buck 946-0996

Certified

Blueprints
Have your plans drawn now.

Don’t wait! 
Be ready to start your house, 
barn, garage or deck on time.

Call Rick 
946-1737

WE DELIVER!
20’ NEW & USED CONTAINERS

RENT • BUY • RENT TO OWN
LET’S STORE IT  •  731-0007

  FALLFALL
SPECIALSSPECIALS

Cell Phone: (970) 946-1969Cell Phone: (970) 946-1969
Licensed & Insured • Pagosa Lakes & Hatcher areasLicensed & Insured • Pagosa Lakes & Hatcher areas

Snow Removal

Jackson Excavation

Snow Plowed & Removed!Snow Plowed & Removed!

holiday decorating  
        inside and outside
holiday shopping
organize Christmas parties 
        home or office
small household chores

Stacyscapes
970-946-5206

We will be happy to be 
your elves and deck 
your halls!

holiday needs

Roof Ice Prevention Systems
By HotEdge for new or existing roofs

HotEdge.com

Call Daniel Haag
manufacturer rep in Pagosa Springs

(970) 903-7441
blacksignet@gmail.com

Old Ethics — New Ideas

PagosaSUN.com

CHIMNEY ROCK INTERPRETIVE ASSO-
CIATION (CRIA) is accepting applications 
for the CRIA Director position. 20-25 hours/ 
week. Must have fundraising experience and 
organizational and management skills. Please 
send your resume to admdir@chimneyrockco.
org. For a full job description, visit Chimney-
RockCo.org.
KIP’S GRILL AND CANTINA is now hiring 
kitchen staff. Experience preferred but will 
train the right person. Please apply in person 
or send resume to kipsgrillpagosa@yahoo.
com.
WOLF CREEK SKI AREA is accepting 
applications for all departments: retail, ski 
school, lifts, ski patrol, base operations, ticket 
office, food and beverage, rental, vehicle 
maintenance and snow reporting. Please see 
details of job descriptions on Wolf Creek’s 
employment page. Applications can be down-
loaded from WolfCreekSki.com employment 
page. Send resumes and applications to 
wolfcreekski@wolfcreekski.com or PO Box 
2800, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147. All jobs 
are winter seasonal (November- April) with 
competitive wages.
USE YOUR CAREGIVING TALENTS to help 
others stay in their home. Training and flexible 
schedule. LifeCare (970)516-1234.
PART-TIME SPANISH TEACHER NEEDED 
at Pagosa Peak Open School. Applicant will 
provide in person instruction of Sonrisas 
Spanish Curriculum to students in grades 
K-7 Monday- Thursday. Resumes or CV 
should be sent to Areali@ppos.co. For more 
information, please visit our website at www. 
Pagosapeakopenschool.org.
MASSAGE THERAPIST WANTED at Over-
look Hot Springs. Minimum pay- $37.50/ hour, 
tips- 17-18%. Full-time, part-time or on call 
positions available. Apply in person.
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Current openings available at Club Wyndham Pagosa 
in beautiful Pagosa Springs, Colorado!!
We are looking for friendly, energetic people 

who have a genuine desire for Hospitality.

Please visit our website for current openings --> wyndcareers.com
Part-time and Full-time positions available in Resort Operations.

$500 Sign On BONUS plus Competitive Pay 
and Full Benefits Package!

If you are interested or have any questions, 
please call Meghan at 970-398-1835

HEALTH SERVICES

Meticulous One-Person Cleaning Company
Homes • Vacation Rentals • Special Tasks
Natural Cleaning Products
Evening & Weekend Clean Times Available

Call Kimberly (970) 210-1045

Detailed • Reliable • Friendly • Trustworthy
Ainsworth Cleaning Co.

CLEANING SERVICE

SERVICESSERVICES

Home Repair 
& Construction

for all your home care needs
• Room Add-ons 
• Total Remodels
• Decks and Patios 
• Painting
• Drywall: Tape, Bed Texture  
• Fences
• Plumbing 
• Handyman Service

Locally Owned & Operated 

Call Bob 
(970) 903-1921

Fix All

Detail Oriented, 
Trustworthy & Reliable 

Cleaners
For All Your

Housekeeping &
Window Cleaning

Needs
Starting at $25/ hour

Text/call Kim  (970) 946-6446
Find us on Google & Facebook

The Water 
Runner

Certified Bulk Water Delivery
Cistern Deep Cleaning

(970) 731-5022
Chadd Carnley, owner

Tree 
Service

Tree & Stump Removal
Trimming

Equipment Available
12” Chipper

Affordable • Free Estimates
Quick Service

Insured • References

Call Mike
(970) 946-3936

PLUMBING
Semi-retired plumber 
30 Years experience 
13+ years in Pagosa

Reasonable rates • Local references
Michael • 480-685-6191

I return all calls!

Pagosa House Doctor

HOME REPAIRS
Tired of No Shows or No Call Backs?

“The Doctor Will See You Now!”

For response in a timely manner, call 
John Stiles at 970-398-1132

Expert Flooring
Staining & Painting 
Remodels • Repairs

Roof & Siding Repairs

Plumbing Repairs
Electrical Repairs

 Drywall & Trim Work
Property Management

SERVICES

PagosaSUN.com
PONDEROSA LUMBER IS SEEKING a yard 
associate/ driver. Lumber experience is a 
plus. Duties include helping customers in the 
yard, loading/ unloading trucks, and providing 
inventory support. We offer competitive wages 
based on experience and a benefit package 
that includes Holiday Pay, Paid Time Off, 
401(k) and medical and dental insurance for 
full time employees. Please apply in person 
or contact Darrin at (970)731-4111.

BOOKKEEPER/ SALES TAX PREPARER. Im-
mediate need for a bookkeeper with QuickBooks 
experience to work 35-40 hours per week in 
growing accounting firm. Sales tax experience 
a plus but willing to train. Some admin duties re-
quired. Submit resume to jjas@jjaccountingsvc.
com or by fax to (970)264-4451.

HOUSEKEEPING POSITIONS AVAILABLE 
full time. Flexible schedules and competitive 
wages. Apply at Pine Ridge Extended Care, 
119 Bastille Dr.

NEED HELP WITH SNOW REMOVAL from 
deck, roof and driveway. Hatcher area. Ed 
(970)946-6792.

CALLING COOKS! If you like to prepare 
high-quality food and the opportunity to work 
in a community-supportive business, join us 
at Pagosa Brewing & Grill. Apply at 118 North 
Pagosa Blvd. or Facebook. Cheers!

NOW HIRING BARTENDERS, SERVERS, 
line cooks, prep cooks, seasonal meat wrap-
pers and front counter sales staff at The Buck 
Stops Here Market & Eatery. Come join our 
team. Please apply in person at 19 Navajo 
Trail Dr., Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.

WANTED: PART-TIME DRIVERS and office 
help. Flexible days, evenings and weekends 
needed. Pay based on experience. Inquire in 
person with Wilderness Journeys Pagosa Inc 
and A1 Taxi at 3505 W. Hwy. 160 inside the 
Best Western. 

SEEDS OF LEARNING Early Care and Ed-
ucation center is accepting applications for a 
teacher aide. Must be at least 18 years of age. 
Experience and education preferred but not 
mandatory to start. This is a year round, full 
time (8-5) position. Please call (970)264-5513 
for more information. 

HOT SPRINGS HEALERS Wellness Center. 
Chiropractic, acupuncture, craniosacral, mas-
sage, water therapy in the hot springs. Auto 
and sports injuries. 1/2 hour $60 and 1 hour 
$120 treatment. (971)221-4797, hotspring-
shealers.com. Home visits. Durango hours 
on Wednesday.

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25 
cents/ sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden 
charges. Owner/ operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual. 
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted.
JUNK IN YOUR YARD? Construction cleanup 
and hauling off debris. Call Eric 946-2061.
METAL ROOF REPAIR, TIGHTENING or 
replacing. Chimney cleaning, chimney repair. 
Replacement or new chimney installs. Call 
(970)731-4585 office, or (970)946-1275.
HOME REPAIRS, IMPROVEMENTS: Decks. 
Masonry. Tile. Carpentry. Painting. Drywall. 
Plaster. Adobe. Rocket mass heaters. More! 
Honest, well experienced craftsman. David, 
264-4923.
FRAMING, SIDING, DRYWALL, DECKS, 
sheds, roof extensions, floors, remodels and 
more. (970)731-0180. Leave a message!

KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing 
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don’t trap 
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident. 
Dan Snow, (719)849-8873.

PAGOSA SPARKLES, LLC, GROUP 
of detail oriented, trustworthy, reliable 
cleaners. Window cleaning also available. 
Starting at $25/ per hour. Text/ call KIM. 
(970)946-6446.
TREE REMOVAL. Licensed and insured. 
Free estimates. Call OR text (970)903-8068.

HANDY WORK- SNOW REMOVAL, contract-
ing and maintenance. Licensed and Insured. 
Call MDT at (970)333-6459.
NEED WORK FOR SMALL BACKHOE, truck 
and 18’ trailer? Can dig holes for new trees, 
ditches, etc. or move dirt or other objects. Call 
Kurt at (801)201-2122.
QUALITY CLEANING SERVICES. Honest 
and reliable. Residential, commercial, rentals 
and home security checks. Call (801)201-
0496 or (970)317-8445.



ESTATE SALE FRIDAY AND SATURDAY. 
Rain or shine. Gate opened at 8a.m. sharp. 
Garage, shop, tools, furniture, antique doors, 
camping, horse and supplies, lawn care, 
clothing, decor and more. Terri Pritchard’s, 
186 Spring Ct. Hwy. 160 approximately 6 
miles west of town, left on Hersch Ave., left on 
Spring Ct. Most items 1/2 price on Saturday.
SADDLES, TACK, ROUND PEN, skis 
and boots, stainless kitchen appliances, 
construction heaters, 20” snow tires, tools, 
size 6 women’s clothes, western boots, 100 
pound propane tank, board games, costumes, 
decorator items, floor tile, laminate flooring, 
Kirby vacuum, HP computer, obviously lots of 
good stuff. 914 Simmons Drive AS1, 7 miles 
west of town, turn right at Oak Drive, across 
from the Blue Windmill. Left at mail boxes to 
the top of the hill. Friday and Saturday, 20 and 
21, 946-4067.
BE SURE TO CHECK for more yard sales in 
the Too Late To Classify section. 
COMMUNITY YARD SALE. HUNDREDS of 
items. Furniture, tools, art, ladders, garden 
items, and much, much more. Something 
for everyone! Saturday, November 28 and 
Sunday, November 29. Moved from November 
21 and 22. Time will be from 10a.m. till 4p.m. 
Park Meadows Community or use 389 Blue 
Heron Circle for GPS. Thank you! To verify if 
sale is on call Frank at (602)540-5400.

Classifieds 264-2100264-2100
 Office Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.
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VACATION RENTALS

YARD SALES

LIVESTOCK

PERSONALS

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

PETS

VACATION RENTALS

Work Less and Earn More from
Your Short-Term Rental

24/7 support from Pagosa Springs natives, never a call center

Boutique-level care backed by a national brand

Worldwide marketing and exposure on 80+ listing sites

Professional cleaning and maintenance

We navigate regulations regarding short-term vacation rentals

Get a FREE custom revenue forecast for your vacation rental

Jared Payne & Charlee Michelle, Owners
iTrip Vacations Pagosa Springs
970-458-1333, 970-458-1322
jared@itrip.net, charlee@itrip.net

Jared Payne & Charlee Michelle, Owners
iTrip Vacations Pagosa Springs

970-458-1333 • 970-458-1322
jared@itrip.net • charlee@itrip.net

Get a FREE custom revenue forecast for your vacation rental

• You have direct contact with company owners, never a 
call center

• Boutique-level management backed by a national brand

• Worldwide marketing and exposure on 80+ listing sites

• We navigate regulations regarding short-term vacation 
rentals

• Average increase in revenue to property owner is 25%

• You select times you wish to stay at your property

We can help you 
WORK LESS & EARN MORE!

Short-term Vacation Rental 
Property Management

FOR SALE

WANTED

LOST & FOUND

HELP WANTED

LOBO SNOWPLOW, $1,500. HORSE saddle, 
good shape, $325. Call (970)398-1862.
FIREWOOD. DRY AND SEASONED and 
split. Ready to burn. Free delivery, $175. 
(970)731-2902.
NEED FIREWOOD? Get a HUGE dump truck 
load split and delivered for $435! The wood 
is a Pine/ Spruce/Fir/ Aspen mix! Loads are 
GUARANTEED to be full cords. Contact Dan 
with FIRE&ICE at (970)582-0006.
SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for 
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded, 
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan 
St. 731-PAWN (7296).
GRASSROOTS MEATS NOW ACCEPTING 
orders for fall delivery of quarters, halves, and 
whole 100% grass finished beef, ground beef 
packages, half and whole grass finished lambs 
and pastured pigs, and bulk packs of organic 
chicken. Call Lois at (970)582-0166 or order 
online at www.grassrootsmeats.com.

ATTENTION CONTRACTORS AND HOME-
OWNERS. Are you remodeling or tearing 
down? Call Durango Salvage, we buy and 
sell building materials. Tom, (970)749-2271, 
Mark, 749-8235.
SEASONED FIREWOOD FOR SALE. $220/ 
cord. Delivered. Pine, spruce, aspen mix. Also 
have bundles for $10. (970)661-3888.
HAND BLOWN GLASS ORNAMENTS made 
in Pagosa! $5 each! Buy 5 and 1 free! Call 
731-5374.

ISO: BOXING GEAR. Looking for boxing gear 
collecting dust or not in use as donation. Gear 
can include, but not limited to: gloves, pads, 
heavy bags, speed bags, speed bag mounts, 
jump ropes, head gear, or hand wraps, etc. 
Call/ text: (970)317-3179, email: creede72@
gmail.com.

GRASS HAY FOR SALE. Last years $6 or 
this years $7. Delivery available for additional 
cost. Call or text (970)903-7499.

ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop by 
or call 731-4771. You’ll be amazed at what we 
have to offer. www.humanesociety.biz.
DOGGY DAY CARE 81147.COM. Open 365 
days of the year! Full day and half day doggy 
day care and overnight boarding. Convenient-
ly located just 1 mile from downtown Pagosa. 
Call (970)264-9111.

IT CAN STOP! Let us help. 24-hour domestic 
violence or sexual assault hotline. Confiden-
tial. 264-9075.

FOUND STEP LADDER on Highway 160 near 
Hersch Ave. on Saturday, Nov. 14 about 2p.m. 
Identify and it’s yours. 799-2228.

CAREGIVERS NEEDED IMMEDIATELY. 
No experience necessary. Must be caring 
and compassionate. Visit us at www.people-
carehs.com. Contact Deandra at dberes@
peoplecarehs.com or (970)399-8257.
ALLEY HOUSE GRILLE SEEKS a talented 
sous chef to assist Chef Travis. Send resume 
to contact@alleyhousegrille.com. Good sala-
ry, good bonus program, year round position.

DENTAL ASSISTANT WANTED. SAN 
JUAN DENTAL is seeking a full-time Dental 
Assistant to join our lovely practice. Are you 
kind, caring, compassionate and friendly? 
Come join our team. Competitive benefits 
and a great place to spend your working 
hours, Monday- Thursday. email resume to 
drericmsmithdds@aol.com.
LOCAL LANDSCAPING COMPANY is 
seeking seasonal workers for landscaping 
and irrigation installations. Experience is a 
plus! Must have reliable transportation. Call 
Buck Frisbee Landscaping at (970)946-0996.
BUCKSKIN TOWING IS LOOKING for a 
full-time tow truck driver. Great pay and work 
environment. No CDL or towing experience 
required. Will train you if you are motivated 
and responsible. Clean driving record pre-
ferred. Please drop off a resume at 1435 E. 
Hwy. 160, Pagosa Springs, CO.
1ST SOUTHWEST BANK is looking for 
Part-Time and Full-Time Tellers. Offering a 
strong benefit package and career growth 
opportunities. EOE. Go to https://www.fswb.
bank/who-we-are/careers/ for more details 
and to apply.
FULL-TIME LPN OR RN POSITION at Pine 
Ridge Extended Care. Apply in person, 119 
Bastille Dr. Under new management.
MECHANIC NEEDED. Archuleta County Pub-
lic Works is accepting applications for a full-
time Mechanic. These are full-time positions 
with excellent benefits. For job description 
and wage details, visit www.archuletacounty.
org, submit application and resume to HR, 
PO Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, 
or fax (970)264-1879 or email rsmith@
archuletacounty.org. Archuleta County is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
PAGOSA SPRINGS MEDICAL CENTER 
is hiring for the following positions: Radiol-
ogy Scheduler, Surgery Scheduler, Patient 
Screener, Infusion/ Oncology RN, Housekeep-
er, Registration/ Quality Review Supervisor, 
Clinic Triage/ Float RN, Medical Assistant, 
Nutritional Services Worker. Please visit www.
pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org for more 
information. Send resumes and applications 
to Mitzi.bowman@psmedicalcenter.org or 
(970)731-0907.
JANN C. PITCHER REAL ESTATE is review-
ing resumes for hiring 1-2 exceptional brokers 
to join our team. If you are interested, please 
email your resume to allison@janncpitcher.
com with the subject line “New Team Member.” 
No phone calls please.
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY for anyone 
willing to learn how to be a top level dental 
professional. Training opportunities will in-
clude chairside procedure assisting and front 
office administrative assisting. Full time/ part 
time, paid vacations and holidays. Now is the 
time to get a new start in a new career with 
job stability and room for advancement. Send 
your resume to denprac@yahoo.com.
SMALL HOTEL HIRING PART-TIME house-
keeper. Must be available weekends. Pay 
rate depending on experience. Please call 
731-5345.
CLEANERS, UP TO $15/ hour. Must be detail 
oriented, trustworthy, reliable and committed. 
Text Pagosa Sparkles, LLC, (970)946-6446.
EXPERIENCED CONSTRUCTION HELP 
NEEDED. Reliable transportation required. 
Excellent pay based on experience . Please 
call (970)403 5119.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR part time or full 
time flexible fun to place to work? McDonald’s 
is hiring for all shifts. $14/ hour to start with 
advancement opportunities. Apply www.
mchire.com or text CO160 to 38000.
PAGOSA SPRINGS MEDICAL CENTER is 
looking for a Registration/ Quality Review 
Supervisor. The Supervisor is responsible 
to direct, supervise, and coordinate daily 
activities for the Emergency Department 
Registration staff and perform Quality Review 
for facility wide Registration. Responsibilities 
include ensuring patients are registered in a 
timely, efficient, and compliant manner and 
meeting all hospital, state, and federal guide-
lines. Ensures all insurances are verified via 
Cerner, eSolutions, or Availity. When patients 
are admitted to observation or Inpatient, 
reviews the encounter and ensures notifica-
tion is called into the payer and email sent 
to Pre-Service to meet any pre-certification 
requirements. Quality Review requirements 
include generating and working reports to 
review and correct encounters for accurate 
and timely claim generation. Maintains quality 
service and patient satisfaction, assists direct 
reports in staffing aspects including but not 
limited to: scheduling, interviewing, hiring, 
training, monitoring, improving skill set and 
verifying competencies are completed. Sched-
ules and implements ED Registration Staff 
meetings as necessary. Supervisor will cross 
train in all registration areas to assist with 
coverage as needed. Individual must exhibit a 
high degree of accuracy and attention to detail 
in all documentation and correspondence. Will 
assist in correcting mistakes, special projects, 
and miscellaneous/ administrative duties 
assigned such as, but not limited to: placing 
supply orders, assisting in audits, re-training 
and incident reporting. Applications may be 
picked up at hospital registration or human 
resources office or downloaded at www.pa-
gosaspringsmedicalcenter.org. Applications 
and resumes must be submitted to Mitzi.
bowman@psmedicalcenter.org or faxed to 
(970)731-0907. Pagosa Springs Medical 
Center is an EOE.
CNA CLASS STARTING SOON. Full-time 
positions available. Alternating weekends 
off. Competitive wages and benefit package. 
Apply at Pine Ridge Extended Care, 119 
Bastille Dr., Pagosa.
PAGOSA THERAPEUTICS AND GREEN-
HOUSE PAGOSA are looking for happy, en-
thusiastic people to join our budding business. 
We are willing to train the right candidate if 
you’re committed to being a part of this con-
tinually growing industry. Please send a copy 
of your resume to employment@jandjinc.net 
along with a copy of your Colorado M.E.D. 
Badge.

KITCHEN HELP, MORNING AND afternoon 
shifts. No experience necessary. Flexible 
schedule and competitive wages. Apply in 
person, Pine Ridge Extended Care, 119 
Bastille Dr., Pagosa Springs. EOE.
MOUNTAIN PIZZA & TAPROOM is a fast 
growing, successful Pizza Brand. Are you 
looking for a career opportunity and not just 
a job? We are looking for full- and part-time 
people. Amazing opportunity for career pro-
gression. Wonderful teams- ain’t no Family 
like a Pizza Family. Apply in person at 175 
Pagosa Street. Pagosa Springs, CO.
PART-TIME OFFICE HELP NEEDED. 
Northeast Mini Storage. Send resume to: 
cdawnt1970@gmail.com.



1,765 SQ. FT. MANUFACTURED HOME for 
sale by owner. 4 bedroom, 2 bath, purged. 
$198,500. 87 Brook Dr. (970)398-9196.
SELLING OR BUYING? I am INDEPEN-
DENT, I work for YOU! 18 years in Pagosa. 
Peggy Andrews, Independent Real Estate 
Broker (970)946-0473 www.peggyandrews.
com.
AFFORDABLE LIVING! HOBBY FARM 
home, 1,732/3/2, two lots (2.7 acres), no HOA, 
creek irrigation, horse pasture, outbuildings, 
owner finance ($284,700). In town condo, 
1,406/3/2, new wood floors, master bedroom 
on main ($247,700). Call Wen Saunders 
(970)903-0038. Keller Williams Realty South-
west Associates www.pagosaconnection@
kw.com.
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HOUSES FOR SALE HOUSES FOR SALE

HOUSES FOR SALE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Each office is independently owned and operated

Embrace Life, Live Pagosa 
Looking to Buy or Sell in Southwest Colorado?

We support our US Vets, retired or active, with concessions at closing.
Nationwide advertising on listings. • Reduced commissions. 

FREE value opinion on your property. 

Call today to experience the NextHome difference!

56 Talisman Dr., Unit 2 • www.NextHomeRMR.com • 970.507.8655

#HumansOverHouses

“Thank you, Britney, for believing in me and helping me meet my goals! 
You are truly an amazing realtor!” —Teresa Anderson

HOUSES FOR SALE HOUSES FOR SALE

PROPERTY

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

COMMERCIAL RENTALS

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

AUTOS

Call Marcie Lewis (970) 759-8672
TEAM PAGOSA REALTY GROUP

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Buying or Selling • MarcieLewis.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

VACATION RENTALS

READY TO BUILD. APPROXIMATELY 1/4 
acre flat mountain view lot on Morro Circle. 
Just 5 minutes from Hatcher Lake, with all 
utilities easily available. $25,000. Call Wayne 
(970)946-3720.
MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique 
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres 
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588 
blancoretreat@gmail.com.
1/4 ACRE LOT AT 528 Morro Circle, Lake 
Hatcher Park. Spectacular Pagosa Peak view. 
Flat with Ponderosa pines. $32,000. Call or 
text John at (970)903-2674.
LAND SALE! All have city or community 
water scenarios! Settler- 1/4 acre, $19,900! 
Arbol, 3.15 acres, private hot springs access, 
$62,000. Santino, 1/3 acre, national forest 
access, $30s! Kinnikinnik, 5.47 acres, water 
in, $92,700! Loma Linda, 4.67 acres, septic, 
electric, water in, 4 week RV OK, $111,700! 
Lakeside, 2.6 acres, paved access, $100,000! 
Rockcliff, 39 acres, river access, $80s. Buying 
or selling land? Call Wen Saunders (970)903-
0038. Keller Williams Realty Southwest 
Associates www.pagosaconnection@kw.com.
LOW PRICED OWNER FINANCING! Buy 
now, build later! Domicile (1/4 acre), water, 
sewer, $15,950. Bonanza (1.23 acres), invest-
ment multi mobile lot, $40s! Westview (1.17 
acre), OFF GRID, seasonal RV, $17,700! 
Park (1/8 acre), water, sewer, natural gas, 
18,000! Hwy. 160 (1.1 acres), electric near, 
no HOA, $19,900. Buying or selling land? 
Call Wen Saunders (970)903-0038. Keller 
Williams Realty Southwest Associates www.
pagosaconnection@kw.com.
RIVERFRONT 3 ACRES on the Rio Blanco, 
owner financing! $139,000. Peggy Andrews 
Independent Broker (970)946-0473.

MINUTES TO TOWN. 35 acres, full eques-
trian setup, barn, indoor arena, shop, open 
floor plan home and guest house, senior 
water rights, private setting, amazing views, 
ag tax status, all this and more. $1,895,000. 
Call listing broker for details Jim Smith Realty, 
Carol Peterson (480)213-0511.

RANCHES

LOOKING TO PURCHASE A BUSINESS 
in the Pagosa Springs area. $100,000 
plus cash flow preferred. No restaurants. 
(843)813-1556.
PAGOSA TURNKEY BUSINESS for sale. 
Oxygen bar and retail shop. For more infor-
mation, call (405)274-3955.

EXECUTIVE iSUITES. (Non-medical ser-
vices.) 2nd floor, up to (2) 14x14, (2) 12x12 
offices. Includes conference room use. 
utilities, paved parking, fast Internet! FREE 
month rent with year lease. Conference room 
with Internet (hourly, daily rates). Wen Saun-
ders (970)903-0038. Keller Williams Realty 
Southwest Associates.

2,100 SQ. FT. SHOP, WAREHOUSE, 
INDUSTRIAL. 2- 250 sq. ft. office spaces. 
Reception area, break room, Internet, utilities. 
Call (970)946-0874.

ON SITE RENTALS and portable storage 
containers available for delivery. Rodent 
proof, the best storage around at Let’s Store 
It. 731-0007.

PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR LEASE. 
Locate your business in Pagosa’s busiest 
shopping center. Country Center/ City Market 
Plaza. High traffic area with abundant parking. 
Common area maintenance included. For 
more information, please call Charlotte at 
(970)903-7690.

PRIME RETAIL AND OFFICE SPACE avail-
able next to City Market. 1,150 SF retail and 
150 SF 2nd floor office studio space. Contact 
(970)731-4951.

HIGH COUNTRY MINI STORAGE. Most siz-
es available. Paved, lighted, security. Behind 
The Outfitter. Call 264-9142.

BEST VALUE IN PAGOSA. Newly remod-
eled 1/1, 2/2 apartment homes. Convenient 
location, walk to uptown grocery store. 
(970)946-4773.

OWNERS, THERE IS A LONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We 
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need 
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest 
commission and highest customer service. All 
you have to do is wait for your rent check to 
come in. We do the rest! www.NexthomeRMR.
com (970)507-8655.

LAKEFRONT LUXURY HOME FOR LEASE. 
4 bedroom plus office, 2.5 bath, .60 acre lot 
on Village Lake. 2,500 sq. ft. fenced backyard. 
$2,900 a month plus deposit. Background 
check required. Available October 1. www.
NexthomeRMR.com. (970)507-8655.

2 BEDROOM CABIN, SIMPLY furnished. 
West of town. 4WD truck needed for hauling 
water. $800/ month + utilities/ deposits. 
731-5098.

SINGLE FAMILY HOME For Rent- Long Term 
Tenant. Three bedroom, two bathroom home. 
Located in the Pagosa Lakes Area. LARGE 
fenced in yard, oversized two car garage with 
workbench, additional shed storage, next to 
walking path. Tenant pays utilities. Pets ac-
ceptable upon owner approval. $1,800/ month 
plus deposit, background check required. 
Contact Jennie (970)903-7715.

LONG TERM RENTALS available. Call 
Sunetha, (970)459-4411 or sunethaproper-
ties.com.
LONG TERM RENTAL in San Juan River 
Village AVAILABLE NOW! Great views, 
quiet neighborhood, awesome location. 10 
minutes from downtown and only 20 minutes 
to Wolf Creek Ski Area. 3 bedroom, 3 bath, 
2,000+ sq. ft. AND an oversized 3-car garage! 
$2,000/ month plus deposit. Call Jeremy at 
(970)403-4323 for more information.
TPRENTALS.COM FOR LONG TERM rental 
needs. (970)731-8599.

OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND 
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission 
and highest customer service. All you have 
to do is wait for your rent check to come in. 
We do the rest! www.NexthomeRMR.com 
(970)507-8655.

2004 FORD RANGER 4X4 pickup. Extended 
cab, automatic, new tires. low mileage, on 
second engine. Asking $8,500 or best offer. 
(970)946-1275.
2007 FORD F150 4X4 crew cab. 183K miles. 
Motor runs good. Needs transmission. Minor 
hail damage. Interior in great shape. Aftermar-
ket exhaust, wheels and tires. $5,000 OBO. 
(970)398-0369.
GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4 
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango. 
(970)385-7940.
2001 DODGE RAM 2500, with 9.5 ft. stain-
less snow plow, 200K miles. Asking $12K. 
(970)946-4067.
2014 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE Laredo 
4X4, one owner, 70K miles, towing pack-
age, newish tires. See tinyurl.com/tomjeep, 
$15,500, Tom (970)582-0024.
1997 HONDA CIVIC. 4 door, 180,000 miles. 
Good transportation car. $1,500 OBO. Call 
Bob at (805)218-9132.

2018 GULFSTREAM VINTAGE CRUISER. 
17’, like new. Bathroom with shower, 3 burner 
stove, fridge, microwave, dinette, furnace and 
AC, awning. $17,500 OBO. (970)264-3166.

80,000 BTU PROPANE, CONSTRUCTION 
space heater, $75. (970)946-4067.
ASPEN FIREWOOD, SPLIT and delivered. 
$200 per cord. (970)317-3837.
WORK SHELL WITH 6 DOORS, all compart-
ments light up, roof rack. Short bed full size 
pickup. $700 OBO. 946-3989.
225 GALLON WATER TANK with transfer 
hoses, $450. (970)946-4230.
WHIRLPOOL DUET, FRONT LOAD washer 
and natural gas dryer. Good conditIon, asking 
$850. Call for pictures and model number, 
(970)946-4067.

FOR SALE



Shelley Low 
Top Producer

970-946-0930

Liz Jamison 
575-770-1190

Linette Nye Schmidt  
719-588-1636

Sharon Crump 
970-398-0215

Kathleen McFadden  
512-422-3496

Kim Moore 
970-946-5619

Penny Loper 
970-946-3639

Jean Brittingham 
970-507-0885

Drew Harbison 
970-398-0521

Caitlyn Jewell 
970-216-5686

Brittney Hathorn 
719-588-0656

Trisha Taylor 
303-525-7037

Jen Ott 
951-492-8039

Our Office is in Pagosa Springs — Our Agents are Everywhere!
- Serving Pagosa Springs, Durango, Bayfield, South Fork, Mancos, Ignacio, Northern New Mexico & More -

565 Village Drive Suite “E” for EXIT 
between Cafe Colorado and Thai Pagosa

(970) 731-EXIT (3948)
Also at: 1032 Main Avenue, Durango, CO 81301
(970) 247-EXIT (3948) • exitrealtydurango.com

Our EXIT Franchises are locally owned 
and internationally known.Each office is independently owned and operated

Looking to Buy
or Sell a home?

Call today to put our knowledge, experience 
and cutting-edge technology to work for you!

BUYER SERVICES
We’re here to help you find the home 

of your dreams. With a team of experts 
guiding you every step of the way, our 
extensive knowledge and experience 
will ensure you have the best home 

buying experience possible.

SELLER SERVICES
We take the stress out of selling 

your home by providing a seamless 
experience from start to finish. Our 

team will put you in the best position 
to market your home and sell it for the 

highest possible price.

We are grateful for our customers and the great 
support we’ve received from Pagosa Springs. 

Happy, healthy Thanksgiving!

Tommy Nell 
970-946-5997

Under New Ownership
with Agents You Know & Trust!

EXIT REALTY
HOME & RANCH


