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Snow
expected
through
Saturday

By Randi Pierce and
Chris Mannara
Staff Writer

If you've been dreaming of a
white Thanksgiving, your dreams
should come true this week, with
Pagosa Country expecting to re-
ceive snow from Wednesday night
until Saturday.

But how much snow will fall is
unknown, with weather outlets
predicting varying amounts rang-
ing from a few inches to 21 inches
in town.

The National Weather Service
(NWS) issued a series of outlooks
ahead of the storm, including
a Winter Weather Advisory and
Winter Storm Watch for the South-
west San Juan Mountains issued
Tuesday that is in effect from 5
p-m. Wednesday through 5 p.m.
Saturday.

That advisory calls for moderate
to heavy snowfall at times, with to-
tal accumulations of 5 to 10 inches,

H See Snow A8
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Charlie shows off his Golden Ticket during Sunday’s final performance of “Willy Wonka the Musical.” The Curtains Up Pagosa production
featured dozens of cast and crew members.

Virus
infiltrates
county
computers

By John Finefrock
Staff Writer

Avirus downloaded to Archuleta
County computers over the week-
end has caused county email and
server access to stop working and
has impacted general county func-
tions.

The issue was expected to be
resolved by the county’s informa-
tion technology (IT) department
sometime on Wednesday and had
not been fixed by press time Tues-
day afternoon.

“Everything’s still operating
as usual, it’s just nobody can use
their computers. The phone sys-
tem works fine and everything
else,” said County Administrator
Scott Wall in a phone call Monday
morning.

Wall explained the county’s IT
department is working to fix the
problems caused by the virus and
estimated all systems would be
back in working order about 48
hours from when he spoke to The
SUN Monday morning.

M See Virus A8

Southern Ute Indian Tribe
looking into building
reservoir down Cat Creek

By John Finefrock
Staff Writer

The Southern Ute Indian Tribe
has proposed a 1,170-acre-foot
reservoir near the junction of Cat
Creek Road (County Road 700) and
Trujillo Road (County Road 500).

The Southern Utes filed for
the water right for the proposed
reservoir in 2003 and the project
has worked its way through court
since, with some residents who live
close to the project site opposing
the project on multiple occasions.

Rob Genualdi, assistant divi-
sion engineer in water district 7,
explained that the Southern Ute

Tribe went to court in 2003 and
filed for awater right for 1,170 acre-
feet and were granted a conditional
water right.

Genualdi explained that a con-
ditional water right is “perfected,”
or finalized, when an applicant
does what they say they are going
to do.

Because the Southern Ute Tribe
has not yet built the dam and res-
ervoir it proposed, it has not yet
“perfected” its water right.

The tribe’s proposed project
includes:

¢ A dam, proposed to be built

B See Reservoir A8

Town sewer rates
to increase for 2020

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

Customers of the Pagosa Springs
Sanitation General Improvement
District (PSSGID) will soon be
paying more for sewer service after
the district’s board voted 6-1 to
increase the monthly rate to $43
on Now. 21.

The increase, set to take effect
on]Jan. 1,2020, isinline with a 2018
rate study conducted by Stantec

Following that rate study, the
PSSGID raised its rates $2.50 per
month in 2019 to $40.

For 2020, that rate will increase
to $43.

The PSSGID also raised its capi-
tal investment fee by $150 to $4,550
in 2019, with that fee set to stay the
same in 2020.

The board voted 6-1 on the in-
crease, with board member David
Schanzenbaker voting against it,

that was accepted by the PSSGID. M See Sewer A8
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Early evening clouds and light turn the mountains into a picturesque view Saturday. More picturesque views are on the way, with snow
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CDOT’s $1.6 billion transportation plan
includes funds to replace McCabe Creek culvert

By John Finefrock
Staff Writer

The Colorado Transportation Commission
has approved a $1.6 billion plan to invest in
transportation projects around the state, with
some of that money being funneled to Pagosa
Springs to replace the McCabe Creek culvert,
long deemed the worst culvert in this part of the
state by the Colorado Department of Transpor-
tation (CDOT).

The announcement was made in a Nov. 22
press release from CDOT.

The Colorado Transportation Commission
advises and makes recommendations to the
governor and the Legislature related to trans-
portation policy.

A description of the McCabe Creek culvert
project that accompanied the press release
states that the project will include “Replac-
ing a failing culvert crossing US 160 in Pagosa
Springs with a concrete box culvert. Project will
also widen the roadway for bike and pedestrian
facilities. Project will help to protect the down-
town area from severe flooding and potential
washout of US 160.”

The McCabe Creek culvert is located on U.S.
160 between 5th and 6th streets in downtown
Pagosa Springs.

CDOT staff and local town and county offi-
cials have expressed concern that if the culvert
failed, it could make U.S. 160 impassable.

“The project will happen,” wrote Lisa
Schwantes, communications manager for
CDOT, in an email. “Our engineering team is
now reviewing the project plans and design. We
will make an announcement when we are able

M See Culvert A8
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EDITORIAL

What are you thankful for?

There is a lot to be thankful for in
Pagosa Country.

We asked SUN readers and Facebook
friends what they were thankful for this
Thanksgiving and the responses were
overwhelming. The following is a sam-
pling of what they had to share:

“Itwas notmy time...another chance
to be the person remembered with a
smile.” — Stacy Kirby

“Thankful for another year around
the sunto spend time with my awesome
family and friends!” — Lisa Griffin Smith

“Thankful to live full-time in such
a beautiful place with kind people,
minimal traffic, fresh air, low crime, and
many wild creatures running free.” —
Florence Hall

“Family and Friends.” — Rhonda
Webb

“I'm thankful for my loving husband
who has blessed me every day for 31
years.” — Susan Niemiec McAdams

“Thankful for friendships and mem-
ories made when I lived in Pagosa!” —
Stacia Duvall

“I am thankful for my dog, Hadley,
who shows unconditional love and nev-
er talks back!” — Cindi Galaty Galabota

“Quality time with my husband and
kids.” — Connie Sue O’Donnell

“The simple things. The smells of
fall, fresh baked bread, a walk with my
wife. The blessing of my sons.” — Justin
Cowan

“My family. Very simply. My family.”
—S.J. Cooper

“Good plumbers.” — Kristi Holst
Smith

“I'm thankful for the gift of having,
not only my dad but my sister, here at
home, surrounded byloved ones as they
passed.What a privilege.” — Cathy Rose

“Iam thankful to be part of a compas-
sionate, caring, giving and supportive
community in the most beautiful place
imaginable.” — Sam Conti

“I am thankful for George Barter.
Without him, my son Stewart’s remains
might never have been identified and I
would have gone to my grave not know-
ing what happened to him. Thirty two
years is a long time to wait for closure.
Thank you, George. I love you.” —
Joanne Olney Simmons

“My Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
my precious family, Pagosa Baptist
Church, and this beautiful place that I
live.” — Sandra Smith

“Thankfully that I had the opportu-
nity to spend time with my niece, sister
and mom last month. We rarely get that

time since we all live far. We had a great
time.” — DawnMarie Olson

“I am thankful for my family, and all
that God has bless us with this year.” —
Alicia A Jones

“I'm thankful for all the friends Imade
in Pagosa over twenty five years. Also for
meeting my wife Liz and adding more
children & grandchildren.” —Mike Alley

“I'm thankful for our beautiful Pagosa
country, our community, our friends &
God’s perfect peace.” — Annie Stone

“Thankful for a very big family that
I can visit and spend time with..... for a
peaceful place to live..... for new oppor-
tunities in life.” — Nata Kholostov

“I'm thankful to live in such a beauti-
ful place and an amazing community.
It's easy to be thankful when you live in
paradise!” — Brittany Bedtke

“I am thankful for life every day with
family and friends in Pagosa. There is so
much negative these days in life and the
world that we need to just keep our faith
and heads up high.” — Dan Keuning

“I thank God for my mom and dad!”
— Joseph Rivas

“I'm thankful for being a live after
getting a blood clot in my leg and losing
it. And my family and there support.” —
Bernadette Rivas Archuleta

“Most thankful for family, friends,
health, and the wonderful area in which
we live!! Twenty seven years and count-
ing!!!” — Mary Lou Sprowle

“Thankful for cozy fireplaces and
books and children to read to.” — Lexi
ATribe

“Our cabin in Pagosa that is off grid!
We all enjoy the family time there!” —
Susan Jeffers

“Thankful for a successful move to
this beautiful town. Thankful for our
new home that is nearing completion,
and most thankful for our kids who
have been troopers through this whole
experience. And thankful for a husband
who isn't afraid to step out on faith and
move across the country with me!” —
Katie Easling

“I'm thankful to have been born
and raised in such a beautiful area.
I'm thankful for the experience of all
four seasons. I'm thankful for such a
large, loving family. Most of all, I'm
thankful for having the pleasure of
being married to the most beautiful
and wonderful woman on the planet.”
— Dave Martinez

“First of all I'm thankful for another
day. And the snow falls it’s falling now
because we need it it’s too dry. Most of

WHADDYA THINK?

Poll results (98 votes)
Yes. — 46 percent
No. — 18 percent
| do not know. — 36 percent

for this time of year?

WWW.pagosasun.com

Vote this week online:
What are you most thankful

Should the state change the way personal property
taxes are assessed for businesses?

36%

46%

18%

all I'm thankful for having our heavenly
father waking us up every day.” — Helen
Craig

“I'm thankful for having a place to
live, and some food. Even tho we don't
get a Thanksgiving or Christmas.” —
Chandris Brady

“I'm thankful for the Trump presi-
dency.” — Abdul Noor

“My new grandson.” — V’laria Au-
tumn Greenleaf

“A new cell tower being built next
year.” — Terry Thor Therkildsen

“The information those 2 prison
guards possess. — Brian Bush

“Impeachment Hearings.” — Charles
Gundry

“I'm thankful for the groups I belong
to! First of all, The San Juan Shootists
Cowboy Fast Draw club which keeps
me busy all year round with compe-
titions and comradery! Second, my
choir at St. Patricks Episcopal Church!
They have been a God-send since my
husband passed. And third, The Pagosa
Trail Riders, a group that gives me op-
tions to continue camping and riding
atvs in southwest Colorado! ...” — Beth
Anderson Einig

“I am thankful for piece of mind be-
cause of my relationship with almighty
GOD.” —John Lord

“Tam thankful thatIlive in one of the
most beautiful places all year round.
Every season has its own beauty. I am
thankful that my husband and I have
the ability to travel all over and meet the
mostamazing people in these travels. It's
a wonderful world we live in.” — Kathy
McKimmy

“Family and Gods gift of beauty sur-
rounding me. Including the snow we are
receiving to keep us in water for the com-
ing year. Nature!” — Michele Sweitzer

“Thankful that Pagosa Springs is the
backdrop for many this Thanksgiving
Holiday. Grateful for the backdrop of
our mountains, incredible friends &
neighbors, and all the opportunities
our town has to offer.” — Kevin Kelly-
Okrzesik

“I'm very thankful for my family &
my health.” — Kathleen Grams

“I am thankful for the many local
artists who make Pagosa Springs such a
joyful place to live.” — Sally Logee Neel

There were a lot more answers than
what we had room for this week. We are
thankful for your thoughtful responses.
What are you thankful for this Thanks-
giving?

Terri Lynn Oldham House
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LLEGACIES

By Shari Pierce

90 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
November 29, 1929

Sheriff Frank Matthews departed for
Durango Wednesday with Fred Francisco,
who is charged with the murder of Pablo
Archuleta of Pagosa Junction at Juanita
last week, for safekeeping in the La Plata
county jail, the new county jail not being
furnished with cells nor necessary equip-
ment as yet.

A few weeks ago an Ignacio citizen
put on a little celebration of his own
in Pagosa Springs and was arrested by
Marshall McGee and brought before
Police Magistrate Hill, who fined him $25
and costs as the price of his spree and
resultant disturbance. The Ignacioite
tendered his check in the sum of $27.50
and was thereupon released; he returned
home and stopped payment. However,
charges were broughtin Justice Hatcher’s
court and the man was brought back to
PagosaWednesday by Sheriff Matthews.
He paid his police court fine and costs in
cash, and yesterday morning was fined
$50 and costs in justice court, which
amounted to more than $100 additional.
The total amount was paid today and the
offender returned home.

75 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
December 1, 1944

Following recent airplane survey of
elk herds in Colorado, C. N. Feast, di-
rector of the state game department has
announced that there will be no open
season on cow elk in Colorado in 1945.
Feast emphasized that there isno serious
shortage of female elk. Surveys of deer
will be made soon to determine whether
there will be a season on does in 1945.

Loren and Lionel Belarde brought in
the first logs Monday for the skidway of
their new sawmill, to operate this winter
in Pagosa Springs. They brought the logs
in from the old mill at Gloria.

J.M. McManus brought a team up to
his ranch here Sunday, and took colts
home to his lower ranch. Fritz Chappel
is staying here on the McManus ranch
this winter, feeding for Mr. McManus.

50 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
November 27, 1969

The actual start of construction at
Pagosa, the new land development west
of town in Sunetha Flats, is good news
for all the county. The amount of equip-
ment, the type of work being done, and
the method of construction all indicate
that this is being done efficiently and
thoroughly. There is no corner cutting,
or short time plans in the project. This is
another indication that Pagosa is more
than talk, more than a scheme, perhaps
even more than a dream and is becoming
a reality. The announcement that a huge
development was planned in that area
was made last winter. Enthusiastic devel-
opers set up a schedule that simply could
not be followed. Weather conditions, type
of terrain, and similar factors made the
work go slower than anticipated. It has
been progressing steadily, though, and
now everyone can see solid evidence that
the development is on its way. Many have
been skeptical, many will continue to be.
Certainly this is the right of everyone and
should in no way reflect against anyone
wanting to see further progress before
making a decision about Pagosa. The fact
remains, though, that a start —and a fair
sized one — is being made. It is welcome
news, it is good news, and it is important
news to the future of Archuleta County
and Pagosa Springs.

25 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
December 1, 1994

La Plata Electric Association an-
nounced Monday it will reduce electric
rates soon, taking its revenues down
approximately $1 million and decreasing
rates in the overall system by three percent.
Asamember and consumer-owned coop-
erative, La Plata passes on savings in the
form of rate reductions and capital credit
refunds. In the late ‘80s the co-op effect-
ed a “pass through” reduction from the
wholesale power supplier. The upcoming
reduction, however, is the result of savings
by the association. The rate reduction is
part of what Will Williams, La Plata man-
ager of administrative services, calls “the
co-op philosophy.” Last August, the co-op
dispersed $1 million in capital credits to
its members. That move along with the
decision to undertake the $1 million re-
duction in rate revenues is, according to
Williams, “the good choice. We could have
got much fatter without that dispersal of
capital credits and the rate reduction,” he
said, “but that’s not our function.”
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Letters

Letters to the Editor are printed
as received and are not edited for
grammar or punctuation, but may
have been edited for content or style.

‘Boomers’
Dear Editor:

Voltaire (1694-1778) philoso-
pher said that if “a leader can get
you to believe the absurd, he can
get you to commit injustices.” He
also said, “the sovereign is called
a tyrant who knows no laws but
his caprices.” And here we are
hundreds of years later with a lot
of ‘boomers’ as Trump’s ‘true be-
lievers.” Need an example of ‘fake
news,’ let’s look at Trump’s ‘dirt’
on Hunter Biden for the well-paid
Ukraine board job. Bad decision
by Biden, but with zero experi-
ence and certainly minimal brains,
Trump’s daughter and husband,
Ivanka & Jared Kushner, are em-
ployed as White House advisors.
Wonder what it costs us to pay/
house them and fly this family
around the world with Donald (re-
member Ivanka’s Chinese business
awards while ‘acting’ as aWH advi-
sor) or use Camp David for their
private parties ... yup, a lot.

Another couple of 'true believer’
disconnects. First, no religious
person of any ilk has any right or
special status to be exempted from

a Letters

The SUN welcomes letters
from readers.

Please submit to:

PO Box 9, Pagosa Springs,
CO 81147

e-mail:
editor@pagosasun.com

or fax: (970) 264-2103

All letters must:
be 500 words or less

be signed by the author, unless
emailed

include the author’s phone
number and address

be received by The SUN by noon
on Tuesday (deadline may move
up due to a holiday), email
submissions are preferred

Letters will be limited to two per
month per letter writer.

If necessary, only one letter in
support of a political candidate
or issue will be printed each edi-
tion.

Letters quoting other people
must contain proper attribution.

There is no guarantee letters will
be published.

The SUN reserves the right to edit
letters.

providing common/civil courte-
ous service/treatment to any civil
customer. Were slavery or Jim Crow
laws right? If not, how far is it to
a person’s sexual choice or what
about ‘gluttony’..oops, persons-of-
significant-presence. Isn’t gluttony
one of the seven deadly sins? So, if
you're obese and walk into a reli-
gious zealot’s shop, why shouldn’t
they refuse service based on their
‘religion?” Look around, anyone
you know who'’s obese? Second,
speaking of religious folks, haven't
they by definition accepted the
dictates of their God as superior to
man’s laws? And if so, what right do
they have to demand special privi-
leges while enjoying the benefits/
rights of a democracy that should
benefit everyone regardless of law-
ful personal choice?

I still refuse to believe all Don-
ald’s supporters are amoral. They
are certainly educated & intelligent.
So why, and on what basis do Don-
ald’s supporters growl so defensive-
ly when continuously confronted
with his lies, misstatements, cor-
ruption, slander, destruction of the
rule oflaw and outright BS? Isitjust
their ‘confirmation bias’, ‘narrow
casting’ of info, or are they prefer-
ring to hear the catechism, or ...
are they just superior examples of
general human inadequacy? Why
aren’'t they embarrassed to refuse
to do and think/say the right thing
for their nation? There seems to be
no explanation for alot of boomers’

AThanks

Community
thank you

The International Brotherhood
of Electric Workers Local 111 Unit
26A would like to thank Archuleta
County and surrounding areas this
holiday season for supporting and
contributing to the 12th annual “Fill
the Bucket Food Drive.” IBEW 111
would like to thank LPEA for their
long-standing and shared support
for donating LPEA’s trucks and
equipment over the past decade.
Also, special thanks to Pagosa
Springs City Market for allowing us
an essential location to hold this
annual event. Hopefully, we can
continue this tradition of giving
back to this beautiful community
into the next decade. All of the do-
nations were given, in good faith,
to the United Methodist Church
Food Pantry, whom we recognize
our shared intent, as stewards of
these donations, to be distributed
to all in need.

Thank you again, from all past
and future volunteers.

Warm wishes this holiday sea-
son.

Jeremy Gurule

Thank you for your business and the
opportunity to serve this community.

to give thanks.

May this season bring you many reasons

o
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willingness to allow Trump to de-
stroy the nation’s global standing.
As Tom Friedman said, boomers
“needed a plan to fail” in life.
Dave Blake

Thanksgiving
letter from

veterans

Dear Editor:

How do you thank so many
people in Archuleta County and
the Four Corners Area for their
generous attention to veterans
and their needs? Veterans are re-
luctant to let people know of their
personal struggles. Veterans want
to be known as your heroes and
not known as needing medical or
dental treatments. Some veterans
have great disabilities due to their
service to our country. Other veter-
ans have only daily living problems
yet need the security ofincome and
aroof over their heads.

The many helping organizations
have responded with financial
help through sponsorships of the
Veterans Memorial Golf Tourna-
ment always held on Memorial
Day weekend. Some folks give their
material goods toward the annual
yard sales. Other citizens give their
time to make events like Operation
Veteran Re-Connect successful.

Funding foundations like LaPla-
ta Electric Association’s Project
Round Up provide a hot breakfast
for veterans and their family mem-
bers once a month and support an
informational event called Opera-
tion Veteran Re-Connect.

The medical community, Pagosa
Springs Medical Center and the
Pagosa Medical Group, have made
great strides in providing medical
services locally.

So Many others have responded
by buying raffle tickets for vari-
ous items through out the year.
The public never fails to respond
to veterans at the July 4th Parade
and on Veteran’s Day. The positive
responses encourage veterans to
continue to be a working part of
the community.

The generous acts of kindness
from our community give heart
to the veterans. Your generosity is
gratefully acknowledged and ap-
preciated.

Charlotte Ann Jones

mn.. all

HAPYY THANKSGIVING

FROM BANK OF COLORADO

We are very thankful for the opportunity to live

and work in this great community. Thank you for
your continued support. Have a happy and safe
holiday from your Bank of Colorado family.

PAGOSA SPRINGS 205 Country Center Drive, 970.731.4166

bankofcolorado.com
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Photos courtesy Town of Pagosa Springs

Locals recently attended a public input session hosted by the Town of Pagosa Springs to help inform future improvements to Cotton Hole Park.

Locals weigh in on development of Cotton Hole Park

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Town of Pagosa Springs
hosted a public input session on
Nov. 19 to help inform future im-
provements to Cotton Hole Park,
including the name of the park,
traffic circulation, parking and
amenities.

In 2018, the town purchased
lands to begin acquiring the area
known as Cotton’s Hole as a for-
mal public town park. This park is
located at the east end of Hermosa
Street along the river and had his-
torically been used by the public as
a park area and to access the San
Juan River. However, the area was
predominantly private property.

A

The town has also recently
received a State Trails grant to ex-
tend the Riverwalk from Town Park
heading east along Hermosa Street
and through Cotton Hole Park. This
trail is expected to be constructed
in 2020.

Results from the public input
session provided by Town Man-
ager Andrea Phillips are based on
42 votes and show that a majority
of respondents, 24, favoring the
name Cotton Hole Park over several
other variations: Cotton’s Hole Park
(two votes), Cottons Hole Park (no
votes), Cotton Park (one vote) and
Cottons’ Hole Park (two votes).

The majority of respondents,
27, or 64 percent, favored a neigh-
borhood cul-de-sac with a small

turnaround at the end of Hermosa
Street with no parking and no ve-
hicular access through the park.

Ten respondents, or 24 percent,
favored the option of a park cul-
de-sac that included a turnaround
in Cotton Hole Park with eight
parking spaces and no vehicular
access through the park. This op-
tion would leave Hermosa Street
with two-way traffic.

Five respondents, or 12 percent,
voted for a parkway option that
would include a small turnaround
at the end of Hermosa Street and
a one-way drive through the park
with some parallel parking.

No one voted for the option of
making Hermosa Street a one-way
street east of 2nd Street and a one-

Obituary

Merilyn P. Moorhead

In loving memory of Merilyn P.
Moorhead — born April 1, 1932,
in Cedar Rapids, lowa, and passed
away in Green-
wood Village,
Colo., Nov. 18.
Her current
residence was
Denver, Colo.,
from 2015-
2019 and she
lived in Pagosa
Springs, Colo., from 1993 to 2015.

Merilyn was raised in Sioux
City, lowa, and attended Iowa State
University. She was a member of
the Kappa Delta Sorority. She ul-
timately settled in Denver, Colo.,
where she was a homemaker and
active volunteer in the Denver Pub-
lic Schools and League of Women
Voters.

“In Memoriam

Clarence Riley

Nowv. 29, 1953-Jan. 11, 2018

“What do you want me to do, to
do for you to see you through?

“A box of rain will ease the pain,
and love will see you through.

.. “Such along, long time to be
gone, and a short time to be there.”
— Grateful Dead

A box of snow might have to do.
However, one will not be enough.
It is hard to believe it will be two
snows without you. Love and miss
you, always your kiddos!

Happy Birthday, Dad!

November is Pancreatic Cancer
Awareness Month. It is the third
leading cause of cancer deaths in
the U.S. with the least chance of
survival. Please go to www.pancan.
org and help raise awareness.

PS. Go Broncos!

In 1993, Merilyn and her part-
ner, Glenn Bergmann, retired to
Pagosa Springs, where they built
their dream home at Hatcher
Lake. She was a loyal pet owner
for over 50 years and especially
loved their dog Ginger. She was
actively involved with Loaves and
Fishes, Humane Society of Pagosa
Springs, League of Women Voters
and a member of the Unitarian
Universalist Church.

Merilyn was an avid reader,
fabulous cook and a great seam-
stress. She was very creative. She
enjoyed painting, making crafts
and was quite the piano player.
She was curious about the world,
including political and social is-
sues, nature and animals. She had
aheart for helping others and was
constantly giving of her time. She

enjoyed her connection to the
UU church and made many dear
friends there. She lived a life she
loved, especially during her time
in Pagosa Springs.

She is survived by her daughter,
Sarah Senst, of Denver, Colo.; and
son Robert Moorhead, of Castle
Rock, Colo; her grandchildren:
Samantha Ritthaler, Madison Senst
and Hunter Senst; sister Sandra
Shepoiser, of Sun Lakes, Ariz.; and
brother Dean Paxson and wife Pat,
of Sun Lakes, Ariz.

At the family’s request, there
will be no service at this time. In
lieu of flowers, please kindly make
donations in Merilyn’s name to any
of the following: Humane Society
of Pagosa Springs, Denver Dumb
Friends League or Loaves and
Fishes Pagosa Springs.

Gorgeous Mountain Views
from this 463 acre Ranch

Part of a larger inholding
within the San Juan National Forest

Shares common boundary with national forest lands

Little Rito Blanco River crosses ranch
Small stream fishing for cutthroat and rainbow trout

Very usable acreage and recently re-fenced

8.5 miles east of Pagosa Springs
Just minutes from the rodeo grounds

Two barns plus two outbuildings

Phone, electric service and water well on property.

Call Bruce Steffens to view this beautiful property.
Steffens Realty « (719) 873-1700
steff@gojade.org

EXCAVATION WORK THAT MAKES THE GRADE

b

970-946-2768 1

DRIVEWAYS * FOUNDATIONS « PONDS - BACKFILLING
FILL DIRT & GRAVEL HAULING * SEPTIC SYSTEMS ° UTILITY WORK

LONSTRULTION..

way drive through the park with
parallel parking.

The top five amenities favored
by respondents are trash recep-
tacles, a dog waste bag dispenser,
keeping the park natural, benches
and lighting that safeguards dark
sky.

Town staff now plans to take
the information to the Parks and
Recreation Advisory Commission
on Dec. 10 and then back to the
Pagosa Springs Town Council for
review and further discussion or
direction on Dec. 17.

randi@pagosasun.com
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117 Navajo Trail Drive

MOUNTAIN

EYE CARE

Eyewear collections including
Oakley, Tom Ford, Silhouette,
TLG, and Flexon

Most Insurance Accepted

Still Pagosa’'s Hometown Choice for Eye Care

..BECAUSE THERE’S SO MUCH TO SEE.

Dr. Jon Zissman, Optometrist

/31-4347

www.mountaineyecare.com
190 Talisman Dr. Suite B-4, Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147
Comprehensive Eye Exams, LASIK Consultations
Guaranteed Contact Lens
Success Program

FSA?¢ Use your
flex dollars here!

An array of local artisans offering jewelry, art, apparel, home décor, leather goods, custom
knives, equestrian gifts, organic beauty products, unique wooden kitchen art & more!

Come shop TortheHolidays!

Saturday, November 30 from 10am - 3pm

An Artisan Collaboration Benefiting the Pagosa Springs Arts Council

Featuring festive holiday beverages, good food,

T
» PLPOA Clubhouse | 230 Port Avenue
<" Shop where
you live and & The Humane Society of Pagosa Springs
supportlocal -
Non-Profits!

dart

and fabulous live music by John Daffron

Free admission and plenty of parking!

For family
FFor friends
For home

For health

For abundant

wildlife

FFor wide open
spaces

For your own special
blessings

\/@

Thanks...

For our Country
For freedom

For clean air &
walter

For unlimited
opportunities

FFor equal rights

for all

For the blessings
we all share

And for those men and women who risk their lives in faraway lands
and sacrifice their time with their own families in the ongoing effort to
preserve these blessings.

RIO GRANDE

Savings & Loan Association

80 Piedra Road, Pagosa Springs = 731-4701
www.rgsla.com
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PSMC board hears update on district’s finances

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

Pagosa Springs Medical Center
(PSMC) looks to be on track to meet
its cash-on-hand requirements by
the end of the year, a financial re-
port given by CEO Chelle Keplinger
on Nov. 19 indicates.

The Upper San Juan Health
Service District (USJHSD) Board
of Directors, which oversees PSMC,
heard on Nowv. 19 that, as of the end
of October, PSMC had 57.2 days of
cash on hand.

At the end of September, PSMC
was at 48.8 days of cash on hand.

PSMC is required to have 60
days of cash on hand by the end of
the year, but the goal is to have 70,
Keplinger told the board.

“We had another great month
in October — unexpectedly,”
Keplinger told the board.

PSMC ended October with
$55,921 in net revenue, increasing
the year-to-date net revenue to
$919,375.

However, PSMC is “still trying
to catch up” with the 2019 budget,
Keplinger noted.

The budget anticipated

$1,669,982 in net revenue by the
end of October, despite forecast-
ing that PSMC would be in the red
$151,095 for October’s net revenue.

For October, PSMC had
$5,768,679 in gross revenues,
$2,899,113 in net patient revenues
(55.77 percent of the gross revenue)
and paid $2,978,622 in expenses.

Keplinger also reported that
the district’s net days in accounts
receivable fell to 42 in October from
50 in September.

“So, more good news,” Keplinger
said, adding that 42 days is within
the national standard.

“October was an excellent
month for PSMC,” a report from
Keplinger and the Finance Com-
mittee states. “The Finance Com-
mittee stated that PSMC’s finances
continue to improve and the Com-
mittee is pleased with the financial
progress made during 2019.”

In discussion on the district’s
finances, CEO Dr. Rhonda Webb
noted PSMC hasn’t seen the sea-
sonal slowdown.

The board’s next meeting, where
it will hear about the district’s No-
vember financials, is set for 5:30
p.m. on Dec. 17.

Cash on hand

requirement

Per bond covenants for a
2006/2007 bond, the USJHSD must
have at least 60 days cash on hand
at the end of the year.

A report on days cash on hand
at the end of each year since 2008
shows that PSMC ended 2018 with
52.48 days cash on hand.

Because of that, PSMC was
required to engage a financial con-
sultant to create a plan to increase
the organization’s cash on hand by
the end of 2020.

That consultant’s report direct-
ed PSMC to take action orlook into
specific ways to reduce expenses,
improve revenues collected and
different aspects of management
and planning, such as looking into
offering new services and reducing
other expenses.

According to a report given
to the board on the progress of
those actions, PSMC has reduced
its staffing level by 9.5 positions
through attrition and restructuring
positions and has completed 23 of
the 26 actions spelled out by the
consultant.

Town council waives permit fees
for hospital HVAC project

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

On Now. 21, the Pagosa Springs
Town Council unanimously ap-
proved waiving $13,090.50 in plan-
ning and building permit fees for
the Upper San Juan Health Service
District (USJHSD) for a new HVAC
system at Pagosa Springs Medical
Center (PSMC).

“The Upper San Juan Health
Services District needs to redo its
HVAC system in the operating room
in order to provide better ventilation.
Thisis anticipated to positively affect
patient outcomes. This project is
roughly $1.8 million and they have
received a DOLA grant for $1 million
of the cost. While this is a District
project, the hospital serves the entire
community,” the agenda brief on the
request states.

In speaking to the board, PSMC
CEO Dr. Rhonda Webb told the
council that PSMC is a young health
system with a lot of debt and runs
on a tight margin — about $200,000
in 2018.

Webb told the board that when
she began as CEO, she had a lot of
people asking for money and she had
to explain, “we do not actually have
alot of money.”

USJHSD board chair Greg Schulte
added that PSMCis much more than
ahospital and the USJHSD has built
a health care system.

He noted that the medical center
has a lot of different services lines
to “try to make health care access
convenient and accessible to our
community, and it comes at a cost,

it definitely does.”

Schulte acknowledged that any
fees the USJHSD didn't pay would
then not be collected by the town
and offered more context on the
medical center’s need for a new
HVAC system using surgery as an
example.

“So, in a surgical situation, the air
has to be just right,” he said. “Too

PSMC CEO

Dr. Rhonda Webb
told the board that
when she began as

CEOQ, she had a lot
of people asking for
money and she had

to explain, “we do
not actually have a

lot of money.”

much humidity is a infection risk,
and not enough humidity is a fire
hazard, actually. So, we have to have
this little Goldilocks effect going on
in our surgery.”

Ifthe HVAC system, which he said
is “very taxed at the moment,” is not
working, PSMC cannot do surgery,
and surgeryis a service line that pays
better than some others and helps to
cover some of the services provided
by PSMC, such as EMS and the clinic,
that don't pay well.

PAGOSA'S
GUN STORE

Black Friday Specials!

Fri & Sat, Nov. 29 & 30, 2019 only
Moms & Dads, Grandmas & Grandpas
We've received a special delivery of
Keystone Crickett & Savage Single Shot .22s
10% off original price
- perfect first guns for your future hunters & huntresses

FEN

Discounts on all centerfire long guns,
handguns and shotguns

10% off ammo and books
50% off tin signs & bumper stickers

Rifles « Shotguns « Handguns « CCW Holsters
Ammunition « Shooting Accessories
Reloading supplies & equipment
New & Used Weapons - Firearm transfers

Sako « Ruger « Remington - Colt « Smith & Wesson
Springfield Armory « Charter Arms « Winchester - Savage
Walther « Henry - Taurus « Bond Arms
Browning « Glock « Nighthawk Custom
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The Best Little Gun Shop in the West
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56 Talisman Ste 8-K
upstairs, above the Choke Cherry Tree
Open Mon-Sat 9-5 « 970-731-GUNZ (4869)

Schulte further noted that PSMC
isaseasonal business and the waiver
would help and make a difference.

He added that PSMC also gives
back and will write off probably $5
million in charity care and bad debt
this year.

“So that is our contribution to
this community and we’re budget-
ing probably $3.5 million next year”
for the same, he said. “So we really
make a choice and we strive to just
take care of our community and we
don’t turn anyone away. So we really
make that investment back into the
community, which is all of us.”

With no questions from the coun-
cil or discussion, council member
Nicole DeMarco made a motion to
approve the fee waivers. The motion
passed unanimously.

The HVACworkis included in the
USJHSD'’s 2020 budget, which was
approved on Now. 19.

For more information on that
budget, see related story.
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The only three outstanding ac-
tions remaining are “implement
coding software to enable PSMC
to compute payments on Medicaid
EAPGs [Enhanced Ambulatory Pa-
tient Groups] to assure accuracy of
payment,” “Evaluate and develop/
implement a plan to reduce ongo-
ing expense for MRI” and “Evaluate
the feasibility of expanding pain
management services.”

On the first outstanding item,
PSMC staff reported to the board
that PSMC has done all it can and
itis waiting on its electronic health
record company, Cerner, with the
task anticipated to be complete in
the second quarter of 2020.

The task regarding the MRI is
40 percent complete, according to
the report, with PSMC staff in the
process of deciding how to move
forward with housing an MRI
machine in the future and looking
into financing on the purchase of
an MRI machine.

On the task involving pain man-
agement services, staff noted that
PSMC has provided data to its
liability insurance carrier and is
waiting for an answer.

randi@pagosasun.com
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2020 budget approved for medical center

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Upper San Juan Health
Service District Board of Directors,
which oversees Pagosa Springs
Medical Center (PSMC), adopted
the organization’s 2020 budget on
Nov. 19 with a 4-1 vote.

That budget forecasts a bottom
line of $445,640 for 2020.

The budget includes a 3 percent
increase to most prices at PSMC
— except for laboratory and sur-
gery — and “conservative” growth,
according to an updated budget
assumption document provided
by Chief Financial Officer Chelle
Keplinger.

“The proposed budget assumes
an increase in patient volume for
all services between 0% and 3%,”
the document states. “Overall, the
proposed budget assumes that a
3% increase in gross revenue (over
2019 annualized numbers) which is
a conservative forecast compared
to years past.”

The document further notes
that the 2020 budget forecasts
an increase in gross charges of
$1,614,470.84. Of that increase, 95
percent is due to the price increase
and 5 percent is due to a volume
increase.

The budget assumptions docu-
ment also outlines the following
assumptions:

¢ A minimal increase in oncol-
ogy patient volume.

¢ A continued decrease in Emer-
gency Department patient volumes
and a continued increase in clinic
patient volumes due to expanded
clinic walk-in hours added in 2019.

The document also notes walk-
in clinic hours may be extended
in 2020.

* An increase in surgical pro-
cedures.

e A reintroduction of nuclear
medicine services “if we can find
the talent/resources to provide
this service to the community. This
service will be subject to review

'

through strategic planning and
finance committee.

¢ Employee wage increases of
$175,000 and a decrease in full-
time equivalent employees by 6.55,
or 2.72 percent.

PSMC'’s budget further antici-
pates the district receiving and
expending money from a Colorado
Department of Local Affairs grant
to work on the medical center’s
HVAC system, as well as PSMC’s
$911,000 grant match.

Board chair Greg Schulte also
pointed out the $3.5 million bud-
geted for charity care and bad debt
in 2020 and called the number
sobering.

He stated that charity care and
bad debt is what PSMC does for
the community and is a “wonderful
thing,” but that it hits PSMC hard.

“There’s more in the bank than
when we started,” board member
Jason Cox said.

Following the budget presenta-
tion, board member Dr. Jim Pruitt,
who was attending the meeting
via phone, asked if there was a
line item for dispatch “hidden
somewhere” in the budget, with
Keplinger noting the budget in-
cludes $103,000 for the dispatch
organization.

That number, she noted, was
revised by dispatch, but PSMC
opted to leave the amount higher
to be conservative.

Pruitt asked about the increase,
and Schulte explained that there
will be some capital investment
that will need to be made, and CEO
Dr. Rhonda Webb explained that
there is a formula based on calls for
service that determines what each
of the four participating agencies
(EMS, police, sheriff and fire) pay
into dispatch each year.

Following more questions about
dispatch funding sources and
amounts, Pruitt asked if the $3,000
line item for Axis Health System’s
acute treatment unit (ATU) was
still included in the budget, with
Keplinger responding affirmatively.

Further discussion touched
upon where specific things were
budgeted and how PSMC budgets
property tax revenues conserva-
tively.

After discussion wound down
on the budget, Cox motioned to
approve the resolution adopting
the budget, and the motion was
seconded by Dr. King Campbell.

“I'd like to make a friendly
amendment to that budget that
we strike out the $3,000 payment
to Axis and not include that in the
budget, as an amendment,” Pruitt
said.

That suggestion spurred a dis-
cussion about Robert’s Rules of
Order and the appropriate way to
amend an existing motion.

Schulte then offered an observa-
tion after acknowledging Pruitt’s
comments on the same topic the
month prior.

“Here’s my thoughts on this: So,
the three grand is our contribution
toward the ATU, which is the acute
treatment unit,” Schulte said. “I do
know the town and county con-
tribute to that as well and I think
it is important for our community
to have access to an ATU. I hear
you, Dr. Pruitt, when you say that
perhaps that Axis is not as much
of a partner as we would like them
to be. But here’s the other part, is
thatI'm not entirely sure, if we don't
make this contribution, what'’s the
downstream ramification of that?”

Schulte suggested that, because
the board doesn’t know the rami-
fications or outcome of not fund-
ing the request, the contribution
should be left in the budget “with
the proviso that it not be paid to
Axis” until Axis made a presenta-
tion to the board or staff. When
satisfied, the board could release
the funds.

“I'd be happy if you talk to staff
about their interactions with Axis,”
Pruitt responded, noting that he
didn’t think it would make a differ-
ence if PSMC made the contribu-
tion and Axis hasn't been a willing

Public Meetings

partner.

Schulte against stated his res-
ervation of taking the funding out
without knowing the “downstream
ramification.”

Pruitt noted that he felt that was
an unfounded concern.

Cox then suggested that there
could be some engagement with
Axis before the funds are released,
and the board and staff talked
about options for incorporating
that suggestion into the budget
adoption.

“I mean, this is a $63 million
budget,” Cox said, asking Pruitt
what amendment to the motion
would help the board move on with
adopting the budget.

Pruitt noted that he agreed with
Schulte’s suggestion about making
the release of the funds “contingent
upon adequate interaction” with
PSMC staff on “negotiated issues.”

Following that, Cox asked for
guidance, with Chief Administra-
tive Officer Ann Bruzzese, who also
serves as the district’s legal council,
suggesting that Cox’s original motion
should stand and, once the board
had voted, staff could be directed to
have a conversation with Axis again
about PSMC’s specific issues.

With that, Cox stated that he
stood by his original motion and
that would satisfy the intent of the
conversation.

The motion to adopt the budget
was approved 4-1, with Pruitt vot-
ing against it.

In other business at the meeting,
the board:

e Approved a resolution to set
mill levies at 3.884 mills on each
dollar of total valuation for the year
2019, which is anticipated to raise
$1,267,288 in revenue.

e Approved a resolution regard-
ing the appropriation of a total of
$48,188,658 in funds.

* Approved a resolution autho-
rizing the online noticing of the
district’s meetings at www.pago-
saspringsmedicalcenter.org.

randi@pagosasun.com

The following meetings are subject
to change.

Monday, Dec. 2

Combined Dispatch Executive
Management board meeting.
9:30 a.m., Pagosa Springs Medi-
cal Center board room, 95 S.
Pagosa Blvd.

Tuesday, Dec. 3

Pagosa Springs Town Council
meeting. 5 p.m., Town Hall
council chambers, 551 Hot
Springs Blvd.

Pagosa Springs Sanitation General
Improvement District meeting.
5 p.m., Town Hall council cham-
bers, 551 Hot Springs Blvd.

Dec. 4-8

Archuleta School District 50 Joint
Board of Education Notice of
Gathering. The board will be
traveling to Colorado Springs
to attend the annual Colorado
Association of School Boards
conference.

Wednesday, Dec. 4

San Juan Water Conservancy Dis-
trict meeting. 5 p.m., 46 Eaton
Drive, Unit 5.

Pagosa Springs Community De-
velopment Corporation regu-
lar board meeting. 5:30 p.m.,
Chamber of Commerce con-
ference room, 105 Hot Springs
Blvd.

Monday, Dec. 9

Pagosa Peak Open School Board
of Directors work session and
regular meeting. 4 p.m. work
session, 5 p.m. regular meeting,
7 Parelli Way.

CSU Extension Advisory Board
meeting. 11:30 a.m., CSU Exten-
sion office, 344 U.S. 84.

Tuesday, Dec. 10

Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners work session.
8:30 a.m., Archuleta County
administration building, com-
missioners’ meeting room, 398
Lewis St.

Archuleta County Republican

Women’s meeting. Noon, Boss
Hogg’s, 157 Navajo Trail Drive.

Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners regular meet-
ing. 1:30 p.m., Archuleta County
administration building, com-
missioners’ meeting room, 398
Lewis St.

Archuleta School District Board
of Education work session and
regular meeting. 5 p.m. work
session, 6 p.m. regular meeting,
Pagosa Springs High School au-
ditorium, 800 S. 8th St.

Pagosa Springs Area Tourism
Board meeting. 4:30 p.m., Visi-
tor Center, 105 Hot Springs Blvd.

Pagosa Fire Protection District

Excavation

« Driveways
« Ponds 7
« Underground ‘

Utilities
» Roads

;& Grading

« Clean Up
{* «DozerWork
« Land Leveling
« Foundations

16 years local experience
Bonded & Insured

- cael Preuit
cell: (970) 946-7303 office: (970) 264-0795

Vision Care

+ Largest selection of
frames

* Full line of sun wear
including Maui Jim, Oakley,
Rayban & Harley Davidson

+ Complete Vision Health
Examination

+ Specializing in difficult
contact lens fittings

¢ Lasik Evaluation

* Abba Eye Care accepts
most insurances including:
VSP « CNIC « EyeMed
Spectera * Rocky Mountain
Health « Medicare
Medicaid

Call for your appointment, or bring in your current
prescription, for the very best in vision care.

Our eye-care team:

Dr. Rachel Sires, Optometrist
Lisa Thomas, Manager
Dana Ford, Dispensing Optician
Rachel Rohrer, Dispensing Optician/Testing
Kate Wise, Dispensing Optician/Testing

ABB

ye are

2800 Cornerstone Dr., Suite A-6
Next to Sears in Aspen Village on Highway 160
731-4300 » Office hours M-Th 8:30-5:30, and Fri. 8:30-5:00

Board of Directors meeting and
Board of Trustees of the Pagosa
Fire Protection District Firemen’s
Pension Fund regular meet-
ing. 6:30 p.m., Station 1, Training
Room, 191 N. Pagosa Blvd.
Public meeting information should
be sent to editor@pagosasun.
com with “Public Meeting” in
the subject line. The deadline is
noon Monday each week prior to
publication for that week’s issue.

Informative.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
264-2100

SWEET ROSE BOUTIQUE

Retail Resale and Consignment
oo

GIFTs -« FURNITURE .
CrotHie - Home Decor  »*

10-5 Mon-Sun Cp
(830)998-9785 ¢ 729 San Juan St. Unit E. ===

ALL PURPOSE

STORAGE
& U-HAUL

NEED
STORAGE?

We've got a variety of options.

PLEASE CALL FOR
MORE INFORMATION.

N

(970) 264-5958
193A Rob Snow Road
allpurposestorage193@gmail.com

Call Today
for sizes and info

=

/

Drug Plan -~
Open Enrollment

Prescription = =

Medicare
Open Enrollment is Oct. 15 to Dec. 7

This is your opportunity to continue with your
current prescription drug plan or
choose a new prescription drug plan.

Let us help you evaluate your options.

Understand your options « Make informed choices
Know your rights « Save money

Call us at 264-0501, ext. 1 to schedule
your appointment with a Medicare counselor

San Juan Basin
Area Agency on Aging
264-0501

state health insurance
shi p assistance programs
Mo

nnnn Aging and Disability

Resources for Colorado

<> AXISHealth System

Archuleta Integrated Healthcare

Say hello to
Jeanne Marotta

Axis Health System is pleased to
welcome our new medical provider,
Jeanne Marotta, a Family Nurse
Practitioner at Archuleta Integrated
Healthcare. Jeanne obtained her
Masters in Nursing at Walden

University in Minneapolis.

Jeanne has 18 years’ experience
in the field, with special interest
In Rural Family Practice and
Emergency Medicine.

Archuleta Integrated
Healthcare welcomes
new patients of all ages
We accept Medicare, Medicaid, CHP*

and most private insurance. A sliding-fee
scale is available for those who qualify.

Call today: 970.264.2104

52 Village Drive, behind City Market

AXIShealthsystem.org
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Town approves ordinance detailing use

Bl G Shsan Schwab,

Owners & Operators Since 2003

of remaining impact fee revenues

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

At its meeting on Nov. 21, the
Pagosa Springs Town Council ap-
proved Ordinance 921 upon sec-
ond reading, amending the Land
Use and Development Code with
respect to use of impact fees.

The council approved an ordi-
nance ending the impact fee col-
lection program over the summer
following an impact fee study.

“Earlier this year, the Town
engaged Economic and Planning
Systems (EPS) to review the Town’s
impact fee program and provide
recommendations. After much
discussion, Council decided to end
the program and cease collection of
impact fees on development. This
summer the Town Council passed
Ordinance 911 which repealed the
Town’s impact fees,” an agenda
brief on the topic summarizes.
“Funds collected previously within
the various fee purpose categories
must be spent within ten years of
when those fees were collected.
There are several capital projects
that the Town has been planning
to do in 2020 and beyond. Staff
proposes to utilize the remaining
impact fee funds in each of the spe-
cific categories to help defray the
cost of new capital projects that the
Town will be completing or starting
during the 2020 budget year. The
Town Attorney has reviewed this
request and feels that it is a proper
expenditure of impact funds for
planned capital projects.”

Ordinance 921, then, summa-
rizes those projects, which include:

* A 400-foot road extension
from Eagle Drive to Pike Drive with
drainage and sidewalks.

The agenda brief notes that the
extension is an “important part
of the regional secondary road
network.”

Staff proposes to use the bal-
ance of the “Road Impact fee” fund
balance of $147,547 towards the
project,” the agenda brief states.
“This will pay for approximately
one third to one half of the total
cost of the project. The remainder
will be funded out of the Town’s
capital fund.”

* The Hermosa Street section of
the Riverwalk trail.

The town is planning to build a

'

10-foot-wide section of Riverwalk
Trail from Town Park to the 1st
Street bridge/U.S. 160 intersection
and will run along Hermosa Street
and through Cotton Hole Park.

“Staff proposes to use the bal-
ance of $38,402 in the Impact Fee-
Trails line item toward the project
and $8,452 in “Impact Fee-Parks”
for the project towards the portion
of the trail that is within Cotton Hole
Park. The remainder will be funded
out of the Town'’s capital fund and
Conservation Trust Fund to match
a grant from Colorado State Trails.”

¢ The town’s new consolidated
maintenance facility on South 5th
Street.

The project comes with an esti-
mated cost of $4.5 million.

“Staff proposes to use the bal-
ance of the $7,804 in the “Town
Buildings impact fee” line item
toward this project in 2020,” the
agenda brief explains.

* A new outbuilding/ticket
booth on Reservoir Hill.

“Staff proposes to use the bal-
ance of $7,050 in ‘Tmpact Fees Town
Recreation’ towards the construc-
tion of a new storage building/
ticket booth on Reservoir Hill Park.
The remainder of the project cost
will come from the Reservoir Hill
Ticket Tax fund, a surcharge on
tickets for the Folk Festivals in the
park,” the document explains.

*Yamaguchi South master plan-
ning/construction.

“The Town is beginning a mas-
ter planning process in 2020 to
reconstruct Yamaguchi South,
the former ‘lagoon property,’” the
document explains. “As part of the
planning, recreational facilities
such as pickleball courts, softball
fields, and other amenities are be-
ing considered. Staff proposes to
utilize the balance of $7,804 in the
Impact Fees account for ‘Recre-
ation Facility’ toward this project.
The remainder will come from a
Planning Grant and the Capital
Fund.”

Ordinance 921 notes, in part,
“... the Town Council hereby finds
and determines that the Capital
Projects are necessary to mitigate
impacts on capital facilities cre-
ated by the Developments and
may be funded, in whole or in part,
by revenues from impact fees col-
lected pursuant to the Impact Fee

Births

The following are the October births with parents from Pagosa Springs
as reported by Mercy Regional Medical Center:
Addison Elena, Sarah and Bryce Alexander, 6 pounds, 8 ounces, 12:16

a.m., Oct. 5.

Emily Rose, Amanda Andrews and Shane Gage, 8 pounds, 1 ounce,

5:04 p.m., Oct. 8.

Parents are invited to submit photos of their baby and an official an-
nouncement to editor@pagosasun.com to be printed in the newspaper.
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Ordinance.”

The ordinance was approved
unanimously by the seven mem-
bers of the council.

Other business

In other business at the meeting,
the council:

¢ Heard audience member Tom
Strang request that the town coun-
cil again discuss the idea of limiting
the density of short-term rentals by
neighborhood.

e Approved a letter of support
for a Pagosa Ranger District off-
highway vehicle trail maintenance
grant application.

* Approved a ground lease for
the Geothermal Greenhouse Part-
nership to continue to use its cur-
rent site in Centennial Park.

¢ Conducted a public hearing
for the 2020 budget in which for-
mer county commissioner Michael
Whiting acknowledged council for
continuing to work on the commu-
nity’s priorities.

Also during the public hearing,
audience member Bill Hudson ques-
tioned how funding decisions were
made for service organizations and
suggested next year the town look at
each organization’s request relative
to its total budget.

Town Manager Andrea Phillips
explained the council members
individually reviewed and scored
the funding applications, with those
scores then read aloud during a
council budget work session and
averaged.

The council will hold another
public hearing prior to adopting
the budget on Dec. 3. That meeting
is scheduled to begin at 5 p.m. at
Town Hall.

* Approved an updated personnel
handbook.

¢ Approved a resolution initiat-

ing the annexation proceedings for
a 15.83-acre parcel of land known
as River Rock Estates located along
Light Plant Road.

“The applicant, BWD, LLC, is pro-
posing a 10-lot single family home
residential development within the
15.83 parcel, with lots ranging in size
from 1 acre to 2.09 acres,” an agenda r
brief on the topic states. I

e Approved an impact report I
waiver for the River Rock Estates |
annexation. |

BWD requested that the town and I
council waive the impact report that 1
isrequired with annexations of more :
than 10 acres due to the fact that a I
portion of the property being an- 1
nexed is in the floodplain/floodway
and cannot be developed.

“The applicants reasoning for
waiving the requirement is though
the parcel considered for annexation
is 15.83 acres, only approximately 7.7
acres is available for development,
with the remaining 8.13 acres being
within FEMA mapped floodways,”
an agenda brief on the topic explains.

The agenda brief further explains,
“In addition, the applicant proposes

(970)731-3335

505 Piedra Rd.
Open 8:00 - 5:30 Mon. - Fri.
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10% OFF

Winterization Service or Oil & Filter Change
This Holiday Season make sure your family is safe.

There is no better time to have your vehicle winterized, put on all-season
or studded snow tires, and equip it with Winter Wiper Blades to ensure
easy start-ups and safer driving on the snowy, icy roads.

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited time offer. Shop supplies and tax not included.
May not be combined with any other offer. See the pros at Piedra Automotive for details.
Offer ends 12/31/19

Piedra Automotive
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ROADSIDE

Hour ASSISTANCE

only 10 single family residential lots, ("
versus the original contemplated 100
dwelling units.”

e Approved using a pair of com-
panies, Design A Sign and Newman
Signs, to fabricate signs for around
town.

Those signs are slated to include
a scenic overlook sign and park,
river and street name signs, at an
estimated cost of around $18,000.

The signs will be funded from
lodging tax revenues.

e Indicated approval to Tourism
Executive Director Jennifer Green
for the tourism board to look into
spending funds out of its reserves
to purchase a portable event stage.

randi@pagosasun.com
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Reservoir

H Continued from front

near the junction of Cat Creek Road
and Trujillo Road that would have
a maximum height of 50 feet and a
maximum length of 775 feet.

¢ An 1,170-acre-foot reservoir
that would have a surface area of
83 acres.

e The uses of the water are listed
as municipal, domestic, commer-
cial, industrial, firefighting, wet-
lands irrigation, augmentation,
exchange, road maintenance,
recreation, piscatorial, power gen-
eration and other beneficial uses.
Genualdi explained a new housing
development would be allowed
under these uses.

Justin Ramsey, district manager
for the Pagosa Area Water and Sani-
tation District, said the 1,170-acre-
foot reservoir the tribe is proposing
isroughly equivalent in size to Lake
Pagosa, which is 1,276 acre-feet.

Genualdi said that a water case
taking 16 years or more to work
its way through water court is not
abnormal.

After the Southern Utes’ initial
filing, a Statement of Opposi-
tion was filed in 2004 by several
property owners who live near the
proposed reservoir.

“They held this up for years,”

Genualdi explained.

In 2011, the opposers signed a
decree, which states, “If the Res-
ervoir will extend into the land
of parties other than that of Ap-
plicant, Applicant will enter into
good faith negotiations with such
landowners to seek to determine
easement compensation prior to
filingany action in condemnation.”

“The ‘03 case was the Utes’ first,
you know, fighting with the water
court for the Cat Creek Reservoir
water right and it took them how
many years to finally get that
signed off,” Genualdi said, explain-
ing that attorneys for all parties
signed off on the project by signing
the 2011 decree.

The 2011 decree also states that
in April 2017, six years from that
filing and every six years after that
until the water right is perfected,
the Southern Ute Tribe shall file
an Application for a Finding of
Reasonable Diligence to continue
to keep its water right.

Genualdi explained that “rea-
sonable diligence” means that the
Southern Utes have to prove every
six years that they are taking steps
toward completing the proposed
project.

Proving reasonable diligence,

according to Genualdi, means,
“We want to prove that we've done
some things to keep this water right
going.”

In a 2017 diligence filing, the
application notes how the South-
ern Ute Tribe took steps toward
completion of the project, which
include:

¢ Spending about $15,000 to in-
stall a stream gauge on a tributary
of Cat Creek in order to acquire
flow data necessary to develop
watershed yield estimates.

e Creating computer models
to estimate stream flow and other
data.

Two months after the diligence
application was filed, statements of
opposition to the project were filed
by Gomez Family Property LLC and
local resident Luann Baker.

Baker’s statement of opposition
states the project offered “Poten-
tial danger and damage to my
property,” including livestock and
animals, and stated, “No discus-
sion or compromise on a proposed
pipeline diversion through my
property.”

Genualdi explained that, in
2018, the lawyers for the Southern
Utes and the parties who opposed
the project signed off on it with

FBI warns of scammers spoofing
FBI phone numbers, using threats
and intimidation to trick victims

Special to The SUN

The FBI Denver Division is warn-
ing the public of a recent phone
scam that spoofs, or fraudulently
displays, the FBI’s real telephone
number on the victim’s caller ID. The
scammer impersonates a govern-
ment official and uses intimidation
tactics, such as the threat of arrest,a
to demand payment of money pur-
portedly owed to the government.
These claims are false and the calls
are not from the FBI.

The FBI Denver Division has seen
its main number, (303) 629-7171,
spoofed in this manner recently, as
well as the numbers of its resident
agencies, or satellite offices, through-
out Colorado and Wyoming. Citizens
nationwide have been targeted.

This scam is called government
impersonation fraud and is a crime
in which scammers impersonate
government officials in an attempt
to collect money. The scammers
often threaten to extort victims with
physical or financial harm or the
release of sensitive data about their
intended victim. In some cases, the
intended target may be told thereis a
federal warrant for their arrest, which
would be dismissed by the court in
exchange for immediate payment
to the caller.

The caller will oftentimes know
the fullname, extensive background,
birth date, family members and/or
personal cellphone number of the
intended victim. There are anumber
of ways individuals with criminal in-
tentions can obtain this information.

Unsuspecting victims may also be
told the following:

* Their Social Security number

has been compromised and linked
to money laundering.

e Their Social Security number
has been used to open bank ac-
counts and that the government
would seize those accounts.

¢ To protect their money, funds
should be transferred to accounts
specifically set up by the govern-
ment, which would be protected
until the situation is resolved, at
which point the money would then
be returned.

¢ Failure to transfer money could
lead to loss of funds and possible
arrest.

* To meet with a Social Security
Administration agent to verify iden-
tity; once complete, a new Social
Security number would be issued
so that a new bank account could
be opened.

The public is reminded that the
FBI does not call private citizens to
request money or threaten arrest.
The FBI reminds the public to limit
the amount of personal information
provided online, to include on social
media sites.

To avoid becoming the victim of
government impersonation fraud
and scams:

* Always be suspicious of unsolic-
ited phone calls.

* Never give money or personal
information to someone with whom
you don't have ties and did not initi-
ate contact.

* Before signing up for a contest
or email distribution list, make sure
thebusiness has a policy not to share
your information or sell it to a third
party.

e Scammers count on your lack
of knowledge, so take the time to

educate yourself about any offer
you receive.

e Trust your instincts: If an un-
known caller makes you uncomfort-
able or says things that don’'t sound
right, hang up.

Accordingto the Internet Crimes
Complaint Center (IC3), more than
12,000 people nationwide have
reported being victims of govern-
ment impersonation scams in
2019, with losses totaling over $112
million.

More information about govern-
ment impersonation schemes and
other online frauds can be found
at www.fbi.gov. The FBI strongly
encourages anyone contacted by a
caller who says they are with the FBI
or any government agency to verify
the information with their local FBI
field office or the government agency
in question.

Additionally, the public should be
aware that other law enforcement
agencies in our community, such
as the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration (DEA), U.S. Social Security
Administration and local law en-
forcement agencies are also being
impersonated using similar tactics
as described above. If you receive
a call of this nature, please contact
these government agency’s offices
and verify a representative of their
agency contacted you in order to
avoid being victimized.

Contactinformation for all 56 FBI
field offices can be found at www.
fbi.gov.

Individuals who have been vic-
timized by this type of scam are
encouraged to file a complaint with
the FBI's Internet Crime Complaint
Center by visiting www.ic3.gov.
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revised stipulations.

“The attorneys for the Utes put
another decree together and the
court signed off that they got an-
other six years to do it and here’s
what the court decree looks like
now: it’s slightly changed now, but
really its more restrictive.”

Some of the changes between
the initial court filings and the most
recent ones state that the source for
the reservoir will be only Cat Creek,
whereas previously both Cat Creek

Virus

H Continued from front

Wall noted that he didn’t think
the virus was “ransomware,” mean-
ing a virus that could block county
systems until a sum of money had
been paid.

Wall emphasized for members
of the public to use the telephone
instead of email if they urgently
need to get in touch with county
officials and staff, although, as of
Tuesday afternoon, the county
phone system sent calls straight to
voicemail.

Emergency Communications
Manager Kati Harr wrote in a state-
ment to The SUN on Monday that
the dispatch center is still opera-
tional amidst the computer virus.

“While this situation makes an
already demanding job even more
challenging, our dispatch center
is maintaining basic dispatch and

Sewer

M Continued from front

with no discussion on the matter.

In other business at the meeting,
the board:

e Certified the district’s delin-
quent accounts to the Archuleta
County treasurer.

Town Clerk April Hessman not-
ed “about 11” of the district’s 936
accounts are delinquent.

“The certification to the County
Treasure [sic] guarantees the Dis-
trict will recoup the service fees
the properties have been provided
along with any penalties,” an agen-
da brief on the topic states.

* Conducted a public hearing

Culvert

M Continued from front

to post and advertise the project
for bid. We do not have a timeline
at this point.”

Schwantes added in a separate
email that the project could begin
in 2020 or 2021.

“Colorado must do the most we
can with the resources we have,
and I am proud to see our trans-
portation department embody
those values,” said Gov. Jared Polis
of the transportation plan, add-
ing, “ am pleased to see that every
area of our state is recognized here,
from the towns and cities along the
Front Range to our mountain and
rural communities that are pillars
of our agricultural and recreational
economies.”

“We heard loud and clear from

Snow

H Continued from front
though locally higher amounts are
possible.

“For the Winter Storm Watch,
heavy snow possible Wednesday
afternoon through Saturday after-
noon,” the advisory as posted on
AccuWeather states, also noting
“Wind gusting as high as 40 mph
above 9500 feet.”

The NWS’s 10-day forecast for
Pagosa Springs predicts 1 to 3 inch-
es on Wednesday night, with wind,
as well as rain and snow showers,
for Thanksgiving.

Precipitation is forecasted to be
back to snow Friday, with a chance
of snow showers Saturday.

AccuWeather’s forecast for
Pagosa Springs calls for cloudy
skiesWednesday and “Cloudy with
a shower” Thursday.

AccuWeather predicts wind
and 3 to 6 inches of snow Friday,
with another 6 to 10 inches falling
Friday night.

The Weather Channel is predict-
ing higher amounts, including 3
to 5 inches Wednesday night, 3 to
5 inches Thursday, 3 to 5 inches
Thursday night, 5 to 8 inches and
wind Friday, and 1 to 3 inches and
wind Friday night.

Wolf Creek Pass and Wolf Creek
Ski Area are also expected to receive
large amounts, with the NWS call-
ing for upward of 20 inches.

That forecast shows 4 to 8 inches
falling Wednesday night, 6 to 10
falling Thursday and 10 to 14 fall-
ing Thursday night, though snow

and the San Juan River were listed.

Those documents also note the
Southern Utes agreed to install the
diversion pipeline on the west side
of County Road 700, with some size
restrictions and the Southern Utes
will compensate the opposer at
fair market value of any easement
made necessary by the pipeline
construction.

Lindsay Box, communications
specialist for Tribal Council Affairs,
wrote in a statement to The SUN

call-taking functionality and our
dedicated staff are here and ready
to handle any and all public safety
incidents for our community and
first responders,” Harr wrote.

On Tuesday, the dispatch cen-
ter had gotten most of its CAD
(computer-aided design) stations
back online and the Durango-La
Plata Emergency Communications
Center was assisting the Archuleta
County dispatch center with ad-
ditional technological needs.

Wall told The SUN Tuesday
morning that some county depart-
ments, like the assessor’s office and
the Department of Human Servic-
es, were relatively unscathed due
to the virus, as they operate on the
state’s computer servers, which are
separate from Archuleta County’s.

Accident takes out

on the 2020 budget, with no one
commenting.

There will be another public
hearing prior to the budget’s adop-
tion during the board’s Dec. 3 meet-
ing that begins at 5 p.m.

¢ Voted unanimously to pur-
chase two new pumps, one for each
of the town’s pump stations, at a
total cost of $54,691 to help pump
the town’s wastewater to the Pagosa
Area Water and Sanitation District
campus.

“The pumps cavitate, wear out
fast, and do not pump reliably
at the rate they are designed to
operate at. We have been having

citizens across Colorado that they
have some key concerns with our
transportation system — safety and
basicroad condition; managing the
impacts of growth and worsening
congestion; and the need for more
options to get to their destina-
tions,” said CDOT Executive Direc-
tor Shoshana Lew. “Now that our
neighbors have helped us prioritize
the resources that our legislature
authorized, we will focus on project
management. That's why today, we
are announcing some of the steps
that we will take to show taxpayers
that we can deliver these projects
on time and on budget, so they can
see their precious dollars at work.”

Pagosa Springs Town Manager
Andrea Phillips commented on
CDOT’s announcement in an email

is expected to continue through
Saturday night.

Open Snow predicts 28 inches
at Wolf Creek Ski Area by Saturday.

The NWS also explains in a
winter weather advisory that those
who are looking to travel during the
Thanksgiving holiday should take
the proper precautions by doing
things like slowing down and using
caution while traveling.

Additionally, the Colorado
Department of Transportation
(CDOT) notes in a press release
that the second snowstorm wave,
which is expected to last through
tonight and into Friday, will likely
bring “significant snowfall.”

CDOT notes that drivers should
not follow cars in front too closely
and not pass snowplows. Addition-
ally, motorists should make sure
their car is prepared for the weather
conditions with the necessary items.

Water report

As of Nov. 25, all local lakes have
seen a change in their lake levels,
according to a press release from
Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation
District Manager Justin Ramsey.

Hatcher Lake is currently 23
inches from full, or 92.90 percent
full, when last week it was 27 inches
from full.

Stevens Lake went from 37
inches from full last week to 38
inches from full, or 88.69 percent
full, this week.

Lake Pagosa is currently 8 inches
from full, or 97.10 percent full, this

that construction of the project “is
not imminent and the Tribe con-
tinues to evaluate the feasibility of
the project.”

Box also explained that a por-
tion of either County Road 700 or
County Road 500 would have to
be rerouted should the project be
completed.

The Southern Ute Tribe may file
another application for a finding of
reasonable diligence in 2024.

john@pagosasun.com

fiber-optic cable

In a separate incident on Tues-
day evening, a car accident took
out a fiber-optic Internet cable
that operates numerous county
services, according to Archuleta
County Sheriff’s Office Operations
Lt. Warren Brown.

Repair work on the cable began
Tuesday morning. U.S. 160 was
closed for part of the morning for
the repairs.

During the outage, staff at the
Town of Pagosa Springs lost In-
ternet service for a few hours and
county phone calls were going
straight to voicemail.

Once the town had its Internet
service returned, calls to county
staff continued to go straight to
voicemail as of 1:45 p.m. Tuesday.

Jjohn@pagosasun.com

to rebuild a couple pumps a year
since the lift stations have gone into
service. The problems that have
been experienced started shortly
after the lift station project came
on line. Since the lift stations have
been in service, the pumps have
been wearing out or breaking at an
alarming rate,” an agenda brief on
the topic states.

At the meeting, Public Works
Director Martin Schmidt explained
to the board he has received “un-
equivocal assurance” from the
vendor that the pumps will operate
as anticipated.

randi@pagosasun.com

to The SUN Monday.

“Council and staff are excited
to see the project potentially being
funded,” Phillips wrote, adding,
“While the construction of the
project itself will be disruptive, this
project has to be done. It has been
ranked as one of the worst culverts
in the state for years. Failure of that
infrastructure could be devastating
for the Pagosa Springs community
and it could shut down Hwy 160
traffic, affecting commerce and
emergency services in the region.
If this gets funded, we'll be meeting
with CDOT officials to start planning
for the construction of the project
and we will commit to providing as
much information on the project to
the community as possible.”

john@pagosasun.com

week. Last week, it was 4 inches
from full.

Village Lake is 3 inches from
full, or 98.61 percent full, when last
week it was 8 inches from full.

Lake Forest is 14 inches from
full, or 89.39 percent full. Last week,
it was 13 inches from full.

Cumulative diversion flows re-
main at 4.5 cubic feet per second
(cfs), with the West Fork and Four
Mile diversions still adding 3 cfs
and 1.5 cfs, respectively.

From Nov. 15 through Nov. 21
of this year, total water production
was listed at 9.60 million gallons, a
0.17 million gallon decrease from
the Nov. 8 through Nov. 14 water
production total of 9.77 million
gallons.

During the Nov. 15 through Nov.
21 time frame, the Snowball water
treatment plant produced 3.41
million gallons and the Hatcher
water treatment plant produced
6.19 million gallons.

Last year, also from Nov. 15
through Now. 21, total water pro-
duction was recorded at 9.96 mil-
lion gallons.

River report

As of Nov. 26, the San Juan River
had a flow of 65.1 cfs, below the
average for Nov. 26 of 83 cfs.

The lowest reported flow for the
San Juan came in 1976 when the
river had a flow of just 21 cfs; the
highest reported flow for the San
Juan came in 1987 when the river
had a flow of 320 cfs.
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Just in time for winter: traction laws

By Master Trooper Gary Cutler
Special to The SUN

It's that time of year again, so we
need to address snowstorms and
driving in them. This year, there has
been some confusion with the new
traction laws that travelers will be
facing. So, I'm here to help answer
some of those questions.

Most of the focus for the trac-
tion law has been about I-70 in the
mountains, but this can pertain to
any of Colorado’s roadways that the
state is responsible to maintain.

Let’s start from the beginning:
commercial vehicles are required
to have chains on their vehicles
from Sept. 1 through May 31 onI-70
between milepost 133 (Dotsero)
and milepost 259 (Morrison), but
this part does not pertain to pas-

senger vehicles.

Now, let’s look at passenger
vehicles. As a driver of a passen-
ger vehicle, you will need to be
aware when traction law is being
implemented. The state will usually
put this information on variable
message signs (VMS) along the
roadways or on CDOT’s Web page.
When this happens, you need to
be concerned with Codes 15 and
16, which pertain to all passenger
vehicles.

The traction law will usually be
implemented when you see snow
starting to accumulate on the road-
way. Code 15 is the first level, which
basically says passenger vehicles
need to have at least one-eighth
inch of tread on all tires. You will
also have to have either snow tires,
tires with the mud/snow (M+S)

designation, four-wheel drive or
all-wheel drive.

When Code 16 is implemented,
this is a last-ditch attempt to keep
the roadway open. So, now there
will be a larger amount of snow on
the roadway and means all vehicles
will need to have chains or an alter-
native traction device (ATD) such
as Autosocks. It doesn't matter if
have four-wheel drive; you need to
have chains on your tires.

Now, earlier I mentioned pas-
senger cars are not required to
carry chains or ATDs in their ve-
hicles during the aforementioned
time frame, but here’s the kicker. If
the chain law is enacted after you
are in the mountain, you will not be
able to access the roadway and may
have to wait until the chain law is
lifted to get to your destination. So

ifyou don’t plan on carrying chains
or ATDs, make sure you plan ahead
prior to making your trips into the
mountains.

The traction laws will be en-
forced and if you have inadequate
equipment during the traction
law, you may be fined more than
$130. If you fail to comply with the
mandatory chain law and you end
up stuck and blocking the roadway,
you may be fined more than $650.

The reason for the chain law is
for safety and not to inconvenience
other drivers by having vehicles
that are ill-equipped for the weath-
er and road conditions which end
up blocking other travelers.

I hope this has helped out some
of your questions my office has
been fielding.

As always, safe travels.

PAWSD seeking bids for Put Hill tank replacement

By Chris Mannara
Staff Writer

Pagosa Area Water and Sanita-
tion District (PAWSD) is currently
seeking bids for the removal of an
existing steel water reservoir and
the replacement of that reservoir
with one that holds 100,000 more
gallons of water.

The steel water reservoir, lo-
cated on Put Hill, is currently

100,000 gallons; a new one would
hold 200,000 gallons, according
to PAWSD District Manager Justin
Ramsey.

This project is based on work
that PAWSD contracted out a few
years ago in which it had all of its
existing tanks inspected, Ramsey
explained.

The tanks were then ranked
based on their ratings, which led
to some tanks having to be rebuilt,

Ramsey noted.

Two years ago, PAWSD rebuilt
its tank at Eagle Peak and this year
PAWSD put a brand new tank in at
LogPark; nextyear the project is the
Put Hill tank, Ramsey described.

“That’s all the tanks we have to
replace,” he said. “Those are the
only ones that are really in bad
shape.”

Specifically, several of the roof
trusses had rusted through and col-

lapsed at the Put Hill tank, Ramsey
explained.

“Itwas probably built in the ‘80s
I would guess, but I'm not sure,”
he said.

The bids are due by Jan. 17,2020,
and all work must be completed by
Sept. 30, 2020.

More information can be found
by contacting Ramsey at 731-7641
or justin@pawsd.org.

chris@pagosasun.com

Dispute over Bristlecone Drive continues

By John Finefrock
Staff Writer

At the end of their work session
on Nov. 19, county officials and
staff discussed their ongoing dis-
pute with the Timber Ridge Home-
owners Association (HOA), with
the county stating that a disputed

National
Forest
Christmas
tree permits
on sale

By Esther Godson
Special to The SUN

Christmas tree permits, which
allow you to cut your own holiday
tree, are on sale for $8 at the Pagosa
Ranger District, 180 Pagosa St.,
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

A permit allows you to cut one
tree up to 20 feet tall for personal
use until Dec. 31. Permits come
with a brochure with safety tips,
information on which species of
tree to harvest and the best places
to find trees.

The Forest Service is also offer-
ing one free permit to fourth-grade
students who hold a valid Every Kid
Outdoors pass or paper voucher
downloaded from: www.everykid-
outdoors.gov. The free permit is
only good at agency offices and the
participating fourth-grader must
be present.

National Forest roads are not
plowed for snowremoval, and icy or
snow-packed conditions may exist.
For information on road conditions
and Christmas tree harvesting, go
to www.fs.usda.gov/sanjuan.

1,400-foot section of Bristlecone
Drive is a public road and noting
that the HOA argues it is private.

Commissioner Ron Maez ex-
plained he’d previously been in
discussions with members of
Timber Ridge, but he hadn’t heard
from them in a while, stating that
the HOA currently has private
road signs up to discourage use
of the disputed section of Bristle-
cone.

“We believe it’s a public road,”
Maez said, adding, “I mean they
have their signs on there but that
doesn’t mean anything.”

“No, it doesn't,” agreed County
Attorney Todd Weaver. “Because
there’s an easement granted to the
public across that road ... [The]
statute of limitations to challenge
that easement has long since run.”

County Administrator ScottWall
said that he felt it was important for
the public to know that Bristlecone
Drive is a public road.

“Just from the public sense, [it’s

FREE
PUBLIC
EVENT _

JY " Friday, Nov.

Cheryl Crane — Glass & Mixed Media

important] to make sure the public
knows that’s a public road,” Wall
said, adding, “You can put all the
signs up you want, but it’s still —
the public paid for it and they can
use it.”

Wall and Weaver both explained
that taxpayer money is being used
to maintain part of Bristlecone
Drive.

In a phone call Monday, HOA
President Bob Turner noted he
didn’t have much to say on the is-
sue other than the county thinksit’s
a public road and the HOA thinks
it’s private.

In June, the Archuleta County
Board of County Commissioners
voted to direct staff to file a declara-
tory judgment that asks the court
to determine whether the disputed
1,400-foot section of Bristlecone
Drive is public or private.

Earlier this month, Weaver gave
a status update on the case in an
email to The SUN.

“I'have been in discussions with
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Charla Ellis — Painter & Ceramicist
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Awesome
Black
Friday Deal

Enjoy wine & antipasto! ¢ Live music ¢ Raffle
Turkey Feather - hand-painted, fused glass. $160 value. lkebana-style ceramic pot, $40 value.

10% off EVERYTHING in our gallery & gift shop.
Local art, handmade wares, soap, sage, & more!
One day only, Nov. 29 10am - 6pm
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Breakfast & Coffee

Pagosa Springs, CO
(970) 731-6020

from 2 Chicks and A Hippie
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Holiday meal.
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Pick up Thursday November 28
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Traditional Holiday meal added
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Join us for
Thanksgiving

dinner
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Call 970-731-6020 or come by 117 Navajo Trail Dr Unit A

the HOA and Metro District to see
if we can resolve the issues without
having to resort to litigation. That
is about all the details I can share
at this time as discussions are on-
going and no agreement has been
reached,” Weaver wrote.

In a phone call Monday, Maez
stated the county is still trying to
find a solution, out of court, to
resolve the dispute.

Maez reported at the county
commissioners’ work session on
Tuesday that Turner is scheduled
to talk to the commissioners during
their work session on Dec. 10.

john@pagosasun.com
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to Two Old Crows Gallery
artists featured in
Southwest Art Magazine!
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George Ann Johnson
Amy Evans
Brad Price

Visit our expanded gallery
of fine art at 462 Lewis Street.
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Downtown Pagosa Springs
Tuesday-Saturday « 10am — 5pm
(970) 264-0800

Y twooldcrowsps @gmail.com
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KWUF Radio

Choke Cherry Tree

Chamber of Commerce

Gary Morris

Jack and Catherine Threet

Ears 2 U

Pagosa Women's Golf
Association

A Affordable Storage

TBK Bank

Pagosa Office and Storage

Bank of Colorado

Galles Properties

Durango Silverton Narrow
Gauge Railroad

Salvation Army

Kim Moore Real Estate

Spears Foundation

Terry’s Ace Hardware

Jann Pitcher Real Estate

Mike Vanover

LPEA

The Springs Resort

Cathleen Moore

Bill Commer

Lassie Olin

Durango Dermatology and
Surgery

Brown Insurance

Morehart Murphy Regional
Auto

First Southwest Bank

Scott Strategic Investments

Colorado Dream Homes

Rio Grande Savings and Loan

Thankfu

Particularly at this time of year and with grateful heart,
Pagosa Springs Rotary would like to thank the following for their
unwavering support of Rotary’s 2019 fund raisers.

Without our donors, Rotary would not be able to do the community
outreach that we are committed to doing. While most are not Rotarians,
they truly understand the Rotary motto of “Service Above Self.”

Dorothy’s Restaurant
Mountain Pizza Taproom

Colorado Closing and Title
Services

Sunetha Property Management  Oakcreek Count