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COLORS FROM LAST YEAR HERE ->

FOR THE DISCERNING HOMEOWNER, WE PROUDLY OFFER:

State-of-the-art client software including:
• 24/7 client access

• reservation and booking calendars
• work orders and maintenance

• housekeeping schedules and more

• Our expertise is long and short term rentals. We use contractors here in 
Pagosa Springs who have a good reputation and take pride in their work-
manship in maintaining your home in the condition and to the standards 
you require. 
• We work for you and will always keep you aware of what is happening 
with your home.
• We are a “one call does it all” company! All of our owners who we have 
worked for over the years can be used for references. We want your 
home. 
• If you are unsatisfied with us you may cancel anytime. Let us earn your 
trust and see what we can do for you and your home. 
• You have a huge investment here and we WILL take care of your home 
as if it was our own. 

If you are seeking a long or short term rental here 
in Pagosa Springs, please call 800-945-0182 or 

visit our websites at 
www.pagosaaccommodations.com; 

www.pagosavacations.com; 
www.pagosaspringsaccommodations.com

www.pagosareservations.com; 
www.pagosacentralmanagement.com 

email: frontdesk@pagosaaccommodations.com.

Over 28 Years Of Rental Management Experience In Pagosa Springs

Pagosa Central Mgmt. Reservations, Inc.

Property Management

Pagosa Homeowners:
Call 1-800-945-0182
to turn your vacant home into 
a well-maintained investment.

DBA PAGOSA CENTRAL REALTY
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Thank you for your interest in joining 
our community. Whatever has attracted 
you to this area — the scenery, the climate, 
the recreational activities or a specifi c job, 
we know you will fi nd Pagosa Country to 
be a friendly, pleasant place to live, work 
and play. 

This guide has been developed to pro-
vide an abundance of pertinent informa-
tion about the area. 

Our community is surrounded by over 
three million acres of national forest and 
wilderness areas. That means you will fi nd 
a variety of outdoor activities here — hik-
ing, biking, rafting, back country explora-
tion, skiing, sledding, cross-country skiing, 
fi shing, hunting and many others. You will 
also fi nd other activities to keep you busy 
such as our charming shops, historic sites, 
museums, Chimney Rock National Monu-
ment and a variety of artisans. 

Please indulge the pleasure of soaking in 
our geothermally heated waters. The giant 
spring in town issues forth from a mighty 
aquifer, providing Pagosa Country with 
some of the most relaxing and restorative 
waters anywhere in the world.

There is also an abundance of  network-
ing opportunities and special events to 
enhance the work and living environment 
for residents and business owners.

Members of our community are actively 
involved in many volunteer, leadership 
and business ventures. 

Whether a home-based business or a 
growth company, Pagosa Springs has the 
resources available to help businesses 
succeed. 

Archuleta School District, along with al-
ternative educational services, offers many 
diverse programs to all students, including 
distance-learning opportunities. 

The area’s hospital — Pagosa Springs 
Medical Center — has recently undergone 
an expansion project. It operates a 24/7 
emergency room, lab and diagnostic ser-
vices, diagnostic imaging and mammog-
raphy exams, a surgical staff, orthopedic 
surgery, primary care physicians and more. 

Look through these pages and learn for 
yourself — Pagosa Springs is a great place 
to live, work, create, move or expand your 
business, raise a family or retire. 

Welcome to Pagosa Country. Photo Courtesy Michael Pierce Photography
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WELCOME TO PAGOSA SPRINGS

Pagosa Country is a pretty place — no doubt about it. 
We have mountains, meadows, rivers, lakes and more — 

scenery galore. It is the ultimate outdoor playground, year-
round, and a surprising number of cultural opportunities exist. 

It’s a place that’s easy to fall in love with.
But making a home, and a life, somewhere requires more 

than just pretty. 
It likely requires not only establishing a residence and home 

life, but a work life as well — be it joining an existing business, 
relocating an existing business or, perhaps, starting a new busi-
ness. 

But, how do you go about creating that life in Pagosa Coun-
try? 

What is here that would lead you to choose this as a place to 
live, and to do business?

What are the options for business? What kind of market exists 
here for your services or products? What kind of labor force ex-
ists that could support your enterprise? What is the state of the 
necessary infrastructure? What educational institutions exist to 

train workers? What support services are available to the owner 
of a business or light industry?

What opportunities exist for you and your family?
The Pagosa Springs Real Estate and Relocation Guide seeks 

to give you answers to many of your questions and, when the 
answer is not obvious, it directs you to sources that can give you 
what you need. 

This publication results from a cooperative effort, with 
several area organizations and local government agencies con-
tributing to the information in this guide. 

The Pagosa Springs Real Estate and Relocation Guide was 
awarded fi rst place at the Colorado Press Association’s annual 
convention with the judge commenting, “Every U.S. county 
should be so lucky as to have a re-location guide this helpful. In 
an exceptionally competitive fi eld, this entry is the winner.”

And, when it comes time to make one of the most impor-
tant decisions you face, know you will be welcome here in 
Pagosa Country — a great place to live, to raise a family and to 
do business.

Making the Move

Photo Terri House
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We deliver!
We � nance!

Hardware

Home &  Mountain-time Fun!
Pagosa’s home store, where you always have a choice

harnessing the buying 
power of over 5,000 stores

chain saws & lawn tools

Southwest Colorado’s most unique shopping experience!

Books & Gifts

Builder’s convenience center Shoes • Clothing • Hats

Electrical & Plumbing Furniture • Mattresses • Decor

Paint & stain supply Sporting Goods

Cleaning and sprucing up

the area’s best nuts & bolts choices
car and home keys

� ashing • locks 
weather-strip

signs • connectors 
hinges • hooks

materials for those small projects
plywood • lumber 

screws • glue 
connectors 

mouldings • boards 
landscaping • concrete

a shocking selection of lighting fixtures
LED light bulbs • repair 

plugs • cords
TV & computer connections 

toilets • sinks 
� ttings • fi lters • tools

heat tape • pipe 
vanities • repair

southwest Colorado’s best selection
pro brushes • rags • drop cloths

ladders • spirits • spray paints • hobby
computer color matching

zero VOC • for pro and pop alike

“The Book Nook”
maps • regional books 

best sellers • history 
� ction • nonfi ction • gardening 

cooking • a complete book store

candles • gadgets • toys • games 
puzzles • plush • frames • & more

best selections • best brands
vacuums & bags
mops • brooms 

household & commercial

How does your garden grow?
the area’s best nursery supply

 lighting • starters • seeds • hoses
sprinklers • fertilizers • shrubs 

outdoor furniture
trees from the best growers

grass • fl owers • veggies • vines
hanging baskets • lawn tools

doormats

best brands for exploring the outdoors

great choices & special orders
rustic • log • traditional

art • entertainment • lamps • rugs • dining

best selection of outdoor supplies
sleeping bags 

tents • cookware
food • packs 

� shing • hunting 
hiking • camping

Housewares

Pet food • Critter supply

all the basics
cookbooks • dinnerware 

gadgets • coff ee pots 
appliances • glassware

totes • organization 
bath & kitchen

don’t forget man’s best friend!
food • treats • leads • toys

beds • jackets • carriers
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JANN C. PITCHER
REAL ESTATE

209 vista san juan
expansive mountain views

3 br | 4 ba | 3246 sf | 2+ acres
mls 729759 | $895,000

400 scenic 
exquisitely renovated

3 br | 3 ba | 3102 sf | 5+ acres
mls 730681 | $775,000

595 yarrow
pride of ownership

4 br | 4 ba | 3723 sf | 3 acres
mls 715414 | $695,000

730 e log hill
georgeous remodel

4 br | 2 ba | 2438 sf | 3+ acres
mls 726409 | $585,000

338 e log hill
borders national forest

2 br | 3 ba | 1980 sf | 3+ acres
mls 730678 | $485,000

187 fairway
immaculate golf course home

3br | 4 ba | 3,300 sf
mls 729318 | $459,000

125 caballo
sustainable riverfront living
2 br | 2 ba |1387 sf | 2 acres

mls 728826 | $425,000

231 pines club
luxury home with elevator

5 br | 4 ba | 2550 sf
mls 729941 | $399,000

73 emerald
mountain and lake views

3 br | 3 ba |2749 sf
mls 726486 | $379,000

b e  n o w ,    b e  f o r e v e r  i n  p a g o s a  s p r i n g s
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JANN C. PITCHER
REAL ESTATE

jann pitcher
970-749-4904

kalei pitcher
970-759-8165

blue lindner
970-946-1877

lee riley
970-946-3856

david cammack
970-749-4597

ivy king
970-946-2285

9 7 0 - 7 3 1 - 4 0 6 5  •  w w w. j a n n c p i t c h e r. c o m  •  2 2 6 1  e a g l e  d r i v e  •  p a g o s a  s p r i n g s ,  c o l o r a d o  •  u s a
for your private showing of the premiere property shown above, please call jann c. pitcher
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Region 9 Economic Development District report

The Pagosa Springs community is showing itself to be a regional 

shopping and tourist center based on the retail data released by the 

Region 9 Economic Development District of Southwest Colorado 

(Region 9). 

As a State Data Center Affi liate, Region 9 has updated Retail Data 

for each of the fi ve southwest Colorado counties since the year 2000. 

These reports measure how each community’s retail sales compare 

to other communities of similar size across the state. 

“Bayfi eld and Pagosa Springs and Durango in particular are 

showing signifi cant retail sales and compare positively to other 

communities their size,” said Laura Lewis Marchino, executive 

director of Region 9. “Cortez and Ignacio are also trending well.”

 In 2015, as in preceding years, actual sales in Pagosa Springs far 

exceeded expected sales (a whopping 542%).  

One reason is the town serves the larger population in the un-

incorporated areas, as well as seasonal visitors and second-home-

owners. 

Pagosa Springs also serves the larger region, including portions 

of the San Luis Valley, northwestern New Mexico and the nearby 

Jicarilla Apache Reservation. 

The data is determined by looking at estimates of the sales level 

a town would achieve if it were performing on par with Colorado 

towns of similar size. It includes the population, state per capita 

sales, the index of income and the median pull factor. The median 

pull factor for medium sized towns in this analysis (population 

BUSINESS AND ECONOMY

Retail sales: 
Pagosa Springs far exceeds 

Colorado towns of similar size
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WELCOME TO PAGOSA SPRINGS

1,000 to 5,000) is 0.82; the pull factor for Pagosa Springs is 3.95. 

This report also looks at retail trade sectors to determine whether 

sectors such as food/beverage or health care products as exam-

ples, are drawing in shoppers for these items from outside of the 

area, or showing leakage (purchases of these goods are being made 

outside of the county). By looking at trends over time (2003, 2005, 

2011 and 2015) several sectors (including motor vehicles and parts, 

furniture, electronics and appliances, and clothing), are consistently 

not meeting their potential. However sales of these items, with the 

exception of motor vehicles, are likely occurring in the Walmart 

Supercenter and other general merchandisers and cannot be calcu-

lated by sector. 

Pagosa Springs benefi ts from tourism as seen through gas sta-

tions, food services and lodging sales. Non-store outlets (catalog 

and Internet sales) are also doing exceedingly well, providing 

goods or services way beyond what might be expected from local 

demand.  

A closer look at retail trade sectors can identify opportunities 

for new businesses or expansion of existing businesses. This 

report along with other economic data covering Pagosa Springs 

and Archuleta County are available under regional data at www.

scan.org.  If you have any questions, please contact Region 9 at 

(970) 247-9621.

BUSINESS AND ECONOMY

Tel: 970-731-3070  //  Toll-free: 800-731-6345
Fax: 970-731-3079

189 Talisman Drive, Ste. D  //  Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
www.scottstrategicinv.com

Bob Scott
cfp

®, AAMS
certified financial 
planner

™ Practitioner
Financial Advisor, 
RJFS

Anthony 
Doctor
Associate 
Financial 
Advisor, 
RJFS

 

Securities offered through 
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

Member FINRA/SIPC 

Wealth Management 
in Pagosa Springs? 

ABSOLUTELY!
Let us help you so you can 

enjoy your retirement in Pagosa Springs

Long-Term Residents //  Wall Street Experience
Independent Advisors

Scott Strategic Investments is not a registered broker/dealer, and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services. 
Investment Advisory Services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. 

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and 
federally registered CFP (with flame design) in the U.S.

Securities are not insured by bank insurance, the FDIC or any other government agency, are not deposits or obligations of the 
bank, are not guaranteed by the bank, and are subject to risks, including the possible loss of principal.

Sell Your Business.
Keep The Income.
Live Your Dream.

The Business.
You built it.
Your net worth is tied up in it.
It’s time to get out and move on.

Now What?
Sell It … 
Live Your Dream!

San Juan Partners, Inc

Exit Strategies and 
Business Development

970-507-8693
www.sanjuanpartnersinc.com
A “passthebaton.com” partner

Specializing in 
key employee and 
family transitions 
for enterprises with 
valuations from 
$500K to $25M. 
National coverage. 
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The Region 9 Economic Development District of Southwest 
Colorado, Inc. (Region 9 EDD) is a nonprofi t economic development 
organization that promotes and coordinates economic development 
efforts throughout southwest Colorado. 

Its mission is to work cooperatively with the private and public sec-
tors to enhance the economic conditions in the area, and improve the 
region’s economic prosperity. 

Region 9 EDD serves the counties of Archuleta, Dolores, La Plata, 
Montezuma and San Juan, the 10 cities and towns within those coun-
ties, as well as the Southern Ute and the Ute Mountain Ute Indian 
tribes. Its board of directors includes representatives from each of 
those governmental jurisdictions as well as nine representatives from 
the private sector.

Among Region 9 EDD’s programs, the largest is providing loans to 
businesses creating or retaining jobs, or needing “gap” fi nancing in 
partnership with banks. Region 9 EDD, through its micro-loan pro-
gram, provides smaller funding amounts not always available through 
traditional fi nancial institutions. Staff also cites that Region 9 EDD is 
the lender of “fi rst resort” for start-up businesses that haven’t yet estab-
lished a track record.

In addition to loan programs, Region 9 EDD administers the South-
west Colorado Enterprise Zone, a state tax credit program; provides 

administrative support to the Four Corners Film Offi ce supporting 
production work in the region; provides technical assistance to county-
level economic development groups; and helps to facilitate and lever-
age state and federal funding into the region. 

Region 9 EDD partners with community organizations, governments 
and the private sector to assist in the development of special projects 
that result in job creation/retention and the economic enhancement of 
the region. Region 9 EDD is currently assisting with the Pagosa Springs 
Community Development Corporation; and participating in the South-
west Colorado Accelerator Program for Entrepreneurs (SCAPE), which 
provides in-depth mentoring to entrepreneurs planning to grow their 
business enterprises in Southwest Colorado.

Region 9 EDD is also a State Data Center and consistently pub-
lishes a variety of regional economic sector data reports that provide 
citizens and policy-makers access to reliable, unbiased and timely 
information. This includes the Comprehensive Economic Develop-
ment Strategy that assists local communities with economic devel-
opment strategic planning and identifying viable economic projects 
and initiatives. 

If you should need further information or resources, call Region 9 
EDD at (970) 247-9621 or go to www.scan.org. Region 9 EDD is located 
at 295 A Girard St. in Durango, Colo.

Region 9 Economic Development District

Creating access to capital &
entrepreneurial infrastructure
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The Town of Pagosa Springs requires an annual business license for 
all businesses located and/or conducting business within the town’s 
boundary. This includes special events, vendors, seasonal/temporary 
businesses, vacation rentals, retail and service businesses, building 
general and subcontractors, home-based, nonprofi t entities, etc.

It is recommended that you contact the town planning and build-
ing department at the beginning of your planning process and prior 
to determining a location for your business. There may be zoning 
restrictions and building code requirements for particular businesses 
that you should know about before you get too far along in your plan-
ning process, and certainly before you lease or purchase a property. 

This will help eliminate surprises and very costly oversights along the 
way.

In addition, a sign permit is required for all permanent and tempo-
rary signs (banners). Again, you should contact the planning depart-
ment prior to designing or manufacturing a sign to ensure you meet 
the town’s code requirements and prevent any costly mistakes.

Town staff is available to help guide you through the process of 
opening or relocating a business in Pagosa Springs. Applications are 
available on the town’s website, www.townofpagosasprings.com, or 
at Town Hall. Contact town government at: 551 Hot Springs Blvd., P.O. 
Box 1859, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, (970) 264-4151.

Opening a business
In the Town of Pagosa Springs

Colorado Workforce (970) 247-0308 www.yourworkforcecenter.com 

Better Business Bureau (505) 346-0110 bbb.org/new-mexico-southwest-colorado

Pagosa Springs Chamber of Commerce (970) 264-2360 www.pagosachamber.com 

Region 9 Economic Development (970) 247-9621 www.scan.org

Southwest Colorado SBDC (970) 247-7009 www.sbdcfortlewis.org 

Colorado Secretary of State (303) 894-2200 sos.state.co.us   

Town of Pagosa Springs (970) 264-4151 www.pagosasprings.co.gov 

Archuleta County   (970) 264-8300 www.archuletacounty.org  

Archuleta County Clerk & Recorder (970) 264-8350 www.archuletacounty.org 

P.S. Community Development Corporation (970) 264-2360 www.pagosaspringscdc.org

Business ORGANIZATIONS & LICENSING

 Colorado  U.S. Average
 Rank Tax
Total Taxes 49 $40.89  $58.50 
Sales and Use 44 $10.89  $19.68 
Individual 28 $20.74  $20.12 
Corporate 42 $1.55  $3.29 
Motor Fuel 32 $2.90  $2.89 
Liquor 43 $0.17  $0.44 
Tobacco 35 $1.02  $1.37 
Severance 12 $1.34  $1.10 
Source: www.colorado.gov

SELECTED STATE TAX COMPARISONS 
2009 (PER $1,000 INCOME)

State Rate Ranking Per Capita Paid Per Capita Taxes Total State & Local Per Capita
  (1 Highest) to State Paid to Other States Per Capita Taxes Paid Income

Colorado 8.9 36 2,968 1,336 4,303 48,314

Texas 7.6 46 2,332 1,008 3,340 44,081

New Mexico 8.7 38 2,170 971 3,141 36,051

California 10.9 7 4,126 1,111 5,237 47,808

Arizona 8.8 37 2,283 992 3,276 37,012

Wyoming 7.1 49 2,056 2,351 4,407 61,708

Nebraska 9.2 31 2,930 1,267 4,197 45,485

U.S. Average 9.48           N/A               N/A                      N/A                      N/A 44,178

Source: www.taxfoundation.org/

TAX BURDEN 2012

 RANK    Amount 
Colorado  48 1,532.26
Texas 50 1,368.45
New Mexico 17 2,102.88
California 9 2,391.65
Arizona 41 1,673.57
Wyoming 2 2,973.87
Nebraska  18 2,082.27
U.S. Average  2,049.20
Source: http://www.statemaster.com/graph/
eco_tot_tax_bur-total-tax-burden-per-capita 

STATE AND LOCAL TAXES 
PER CAPITA 2009       
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By Mary Jo Coulehan
Executive director, Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of Commerce

Incorporated in July of 1976, the Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of 
Commerce is currently celebrating its 41st year supporting Pagosa area 
businesses. 

The Chamber of Commerce is a member-based organization that 
promotes and supports the local community through various educa-
tional programs, a resource and referral system, business advocacy, 
economic gardening and special event promotions. With over 450 
members, it is known for consistently having one of the highest per 
capita memberships in the state of Colorado — an honorable achieve-
ment for a small mountain community. 

The Pagosa Springs Chamber stays current with the technological 
age utilizing tools including a mobile website, social media and edu-
cational opportunities for local businesses. Popular networking events 
such as the Business After Hours, Business Bites luncheons, targeted 
trainings and Maximizing Your Membership sessions are a great way to 
stay current with area activities and to hone and expand your business. 
The Chamber offers confi dential consulting services, connections to 
other important business service centers and numerous ways to help 
you grow your business. 

If you are looking to expand your established business, you might 
want to think about involving yourself in a Growth Company Initiative, 

continued on next page

Grow your business with the
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber Of Commerce

Work where you play.

Let us be your 
“one-stop shop” for 

business information.
970.264.2360

pagosachamber.com pagosaspringscdc.org

PAGOSA SPRINGS
AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

pagosaspringscdc.org
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By Jason Cox
President, Pagosa Springs Community Development Corporation

The Pagosa Springs Community Development Corporation (CDC) 
coordinates economic development initiatives that aim to enhance the 
economy in Pagosa Springs and Archuleta County. 

Born of the former Archuleta Economic Development Association 
(AEDA) which formed in the late 1980s, the AEDA was tasked with 
improving rural economic development. Today, the CDC — a nonprof-
it corporation formed in the spring of 2010 — maintains the goal of 
enhancing economic vitality in Archuleta County. Supported by county 
and town government, utility groups, local banks and individual busi-
nesses, the CDC’s mission is to help Pagosa grow, diversify and become 
more economically stable.

Recent projects the CDC has undertaken include the attraction and 
support of Parelli Natural Horsemanship World Wide Headquarters; 
assistance with the development of Growing Spaces — one of the top 
50 Companies to Watch in Colorado in 2010 and support for SkyWerx 
Internet Services, another Colorado top 50 Companies to Watch in 
2014. Other CDC efforts include assisting with alternative energy de-
velopment projects in and around Pagosa Springs — including a major 
biomass project and power plant project — and supporting research 
and development of the geothermal cache in the area.  With the current 
focus on alternative energy nationally, the CDC encourages individu-
als and companies interested in energy entrepreneurship to look no 
further than Pagosa Springs.

Better than a highway running through town, Pagosa Springs has the 
San Juan River fl owing through town. With the Weminuche Wilderness 
and southern San Juan Wilderness in Pagosa Springs’ backyard, out-

door equipment and accessory entrepreneurs are fi nding that Pagosa 
Springs offers an ideal research, development and testing lab for their 
products. 

Technology has changed the way we do business and companies that 
need broadband Internet services for large data transmission or jobs 
that offer telecommuting opportunities are a perfect fi t for the commu-
nity. The CDC is currently spearheading improvement of broadband 
services in the area. 

The CDC provides a wealth of resources including a rapid-response 
team to assist companies interested in opening or relocating a business 
to Pagosa Springs and Archuleta County. The CDC maintains close ties 
to the Pagosa Springs Chamber of Commerce, the Southwest Small 
Business Development Center at Fort Lewis College in Durango and 
Region 9 Economic Development District. These relationships help 
provide businesses a leg up on coming into the community through 
consultation services, educational opportunities and fi nancial assis-
tance. The CDC can help interested parties develop a business com-
patible with the area, locate available space, help smooth the business 
transition and create a win-win situation for new businesses and the 
community.

Contact the CDC’s administrative offi ce at (970) 264-2360 or visit 
www.pagosaspringscdc.org. 

Pagosa Springs Community Development Corporation

Improving our economic climate

BUSINESS AND ECONOMY

ECONOMIC PARTNERS
Archuleta County www.archuletacounty.org (970) 264-8300
Town of Pagosa Springs www.pagosasprings.co.gov (970) 264-4151
Pagosa Springs Community 
Development Corporation www.pagosaspringscdc.org (970) 264-2360
Pagosa Springs 
Chamber of Commerce www.pagosachamber.com (970) 264-2360
The Pagosa Springs SUN www.pagosasun.com  (970) 264-2100
Southwest Colorado 
SBDC www.sbdcfortlewis.org (970) 247-7009
Region 9 www.scan.org (970) 247-9621
Offi ce of Economic
Development and
International Trade www.choosecolorado.com (303) 892-3840

continued from previous page
which supports both emerging and existing businesses that are in 
an enhanced stage with over nine employees and higher-end sales. 
This peer network and mentoring group shares business resources, 
expertise, time and access to capital. Most of the growth companies are 
past the initiation phase of a business and are looking to expand their 
products, market and workforce. The Chamber of Commerce, along 
with the Pagosa Springs Community Development Corporation, the Al-
liance Economic Development Center in Durango, the Small Business 
Development Center at Fort Lewis College and the Region 9 Economic 
Development District are poised to help you take your business to the 
next level. 

If you are moving into the area and setting up a storefront or 
home-based business, or if you are an individual interested in staying 
connected to the business pulse, the Chamber offers many options and 
informational outlets to assist you. 

A Chamber membership is a voice in supporting the business com-
munity. We encourage our membership to achieve collectively what 
could not be possible individually. Contact the Chamber of Commerce 
at www.pagosachamber.com or by calling (970) 264-2360. 

Chamber
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By Randi Pierce

Pagosa Family School (PFS) works to bring Archuleta County home-

school, private school and public school kids together for educational 

enrichment courses.

According to PFS Director and Shared Schooling Liasion Jane Parker, 

PFS began with Archuleta School District (ASD) Superintendent Linda 

Reed and the previous shared schooling liaison, Blue Lindner, asking 

the question, “What are the educational needs of the home-school and 

private school community and how can Archuleta School District help 

reach those needs?”

“Input from an advisory committee of homeschool and private 

school leaders, conversations, and surveys showed that homeschool 

and private school students would benefi t from educational electives, 

as they tend to be expensive or hard to fi nd,” Parker explained in an 

email. “Then, work began to develop and fund the program to launch 

in the fall of 2016.”

That launch was successful, and PFS, an outreach of the ASD, now 

offers Spanish, art and choir, with each class meeting two afternoons 

per week during the school year.

And the best part? It’s free to every student — no matter if they’re part 

of ASD schools or not.

“Pagosa Family School offers a dynamic educational environment 

connecting homeschool, private school, and public school families as 

they learn together in enrichment courses,” the program mission state-

ment notes.

PFS currently employs one choir teacher, two art teachers and two 

Spanish teachers, as well as a number of educational aides, who, during 

the 2016-2017 school year, worked to serve 144 students, including 56 

home-school students and 88 public school students.

The PFS choir serves middle school-aged students (in the fi fth 

through eighth grades).

The art classes allow students to “work toward a mastery of art skills 

Pagosa Family School 
Educational enrichment courses for Archuleta County 

home-school, private school and public school kids

Photo courtesy Pagosa Springs Elementary School



While Archuleta School District offers excellent educational oppor-
tunities, some people relocating to Pagosa wish to enroll their children 
in a private school or would like to homeschool their children. Pagosa 
Springs offers several private educational options. 

An estimated 50-plus families homeschool their children in and 
around Pagosa Springs. Pagosa Valor Academy, for example, is a pri-
mary education school for kindergarten through ninth grades. It com-
bines the best traits of home education with the best traits of public 
school education. It is a family-oriented school with the core purpose of 
teaching kids from a biblical perspective while preparing college-ready 
young adults.

Some homeschooling options follow the traditional school schedule, 
while others work year-round, offering a diversifi ed schedule based on 
chores at home, jobs, training, vacation schedules and other variables. 
Families interested in homeschooling need to register their intent with 
the Archuleta School District 14 days before homeschooling and every 
school year. For more information on homeschooling rules and regula-
tions, some useful websites are the Christian Educators of Colorado, 
www.chec.org/index.php or Homeschool World at www.home-school.
com. 

Pagosa Family School is a state-funded educational outreach pro-
gram offered, for the fi rst time in the 2016-2017 school year, to all Ar-
chuleta County students K-8. This program is for homeschool, private 
school and public school students. PFS offers Spanish, choir and art 
classes. Please visit Pagosa Family School on Facebook, visit the school 
district website at www.MyPagosaSchools.com or contact the Shared 
School Liaison at (970) 264-2228.

GOAL Academy is accredited by the Colorado Department of Educa-
tion, serving ages 14-21. GOAL Academy maintains a blended learning 
format with online courses and drop-in centers with individuals to help 
with any questions or problems. Visit online at www.goalac.org.

Our Savior Lutheran School: This early childhood school offers three 
preschool classes, Kindergarten, fi rst, second and third grades in which 
every discipline is taught from the Christian worldview.  All classes are 
taught using a Classical Christian Curriculum, which includes such 
classes as Latin, cursive, traditional math (no common core), phonics-
based English, science, art and music. The school is located on three 
acres, complete with six self-contained classrooms, a gymnasium and 
two playground areas. Information is located at www.oslcpagosa.org.

Education Options

 Private & Homeschool 
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while exploring their unique personal creativity,” the course descrip-

tion notes.

In addition to encouraging creative thinking, the course works to 

instill an appreciation of art history and world cultures.

 The Spanish courses immerse students in a Spanish-language 

environment that uses experiences such as music, games, stories, 

drama, role-play, art, chants and rhymes. Additionally, the students 

learn about Spanish-speaking cultures throughout the world.

But, beyond providing educational opportunity for the area’s stu-

dents, Parker wrote of another benefi t: “It also has helped promote 

a positive growing relationship between the various educational 

communities in Pagosa and has been successful as a result of that 

positive cooperation.” 

Too, the parents of those enrolled in PFS are also pleased, with 

Parker gathering numerous positive testimonials during the pro-

gram’s fi rst year. 

“I love the students at family school.  Seeing students interact in 

conversations while doing art projects or playing on the playground 

makes me feel like we have become a family. My own girls love the 

content and warm atmosphere provided by the other teachers. They 

are becoming better singers, Spanish speakers, and artists.  But most 

of all, they are becoming more confi dent by gaining new skills in a 

fun environment.”,” one mother said.

Another said, “My daughter loves her Spanish class through Pa-

gosa Family School! She comes home speaking Spanish afterwards. I 

think it is wonderful that she has been given this opportunity in our 

small town. She also loves her teacher, Mrs. Kurz.”

“I am SO grateful for the extra educational opportunities that 

Pagosa Family School has provided for my children!” another 

wrote. “They are learning SO much, and LOVE PFS (so much so, 

that they’re bummed if they have to stay home sick because they 

‘don’t want to miss Family School!’). My kids are talking to each 

other in Spanish all the time (and this is their 1st year taking any 

Spanish ever, and the year hasn’t even ended yet!), and teaching 

me Spanish too! My son is always excited about the new tech-

niques he’s learning in Art class, and [my] daughter is singing all 

the songs she learns in Choir, at home. It’s defi nitely enriched, 

not only their lives, but mine as well! And, at no extra cost to me! 

(As otherwise, I don’t know if they’d be able to take advantage of 

this opportunity). We are truly BLESSED by the PFS, [its] staff and 

teachings. … I can only imagine the way it’s blessing the commu-

nity in the way of the students and families it’s touching.”

And the program plans to survey families involved in the program 

each year to determine ongoing needs for electives, Parker ex-

plained, “We have big dreams of being able to build our program by 

adding a wider variety of courses, in addition to our core of Spanish 

Art & Choir, to allow more and more students in Archuleta County to 

be involved in the program.  We hope to be able to offer electives that 

may not be offered in the mainstream classroom, thus adding extra 

opportunities for all students in Archuleta County.”
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By Randi Pierce
The Archuleta School District is in the midst of launching a new 

effort, known as the Proud Partners Program, which aims to bring 
the Archuleta County business community and individuals together 
with the district’s schools, to the benefi t of everyone involved.

Appropriately, the idea for the program was born out of com-
munity meetings held by the school district a few years ago. Those 
meetings primarily included business representatives, but also 
individuals.

According to the program’s director, Doug Hershey, “The Pagosa 
Proud Partners Program was created through a collaborative effort 
by the school board, school district staff and community members 
in order to help the community better support student success. It’s a 
way to better connect businesses and individuals who are interested 
in helping our students and teachers.”

And while the program is still being formed and the full breadth of 
it has not yet been determined, Hershey indicated that the program 
will have several facets to support everyone involved.

Among them are expected to be volunteers working in the 
schools and directly with students, community volunteers and 
businesses donating time and skills to help the school with proj-

ects that might otherwise be expensive and time-consuming for 
the schools, and placing students in businesses to gain job experi-
ence and skills.

Some of those things include, for example, community members 
helping to run clubs within the schools or provide tutoring. 

Teachers can also put out requests for things they need volunteers 
to help with.

One business has volunteered to maintain the bikes used for an 
after-school health program at the middle school, with the possibil-
ity of that growing to involve students working alongside the profes-
sionals to learn the skills. 

The program also aims to help students gain employment, both 
over summer breaks and to help them gain experience for future 
careers. The school has initiated as part of its course offerings a 
school-to-work program, which Hershey said will intertwine with 
the Proud Partners Program.

That not only helps employers with an immediate need for help, 
but also helps to provide workforce training and helps students 
explore possible fi elds to enter.

Too, the program is working with the Pagosa Springs Area Cham-
ber of Commerce on a number of projects, including having young 

Engaging Students
Proud Partners Program
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professionals come in and help students with things such as inter-
view skills beyond what they already learn in the course of school.

This spring, the program worked with the Chamber to help 
students work for summer employment. That was accomplished by 
arranging to have a students-only portion of the job fair take place 
prior to the fair being opened to the general public.

Hershey also noted the program will “be a way to recognize our 
community partners who have done so much to help our schools. It 
will be a way to both acknowledge our partner contributions and to 
spread the word to others who are interested in helping out.”

“Like small rural schools across Colorado, we are in a perpetual 
budget crisis,” he wrote. “We work really hard and have phenomenal 

success. However, individual volunteers and businesses can be a 
great help in our efforts to fi nd ways to provide the best possible 
education to our kids. We are always looking for partners to volun-
teer in classrooms and after school programs. We also need business 
sponsors for students looking for on the job work experience. And, 
donations of any size are always welcome.”

To see some of the possible ways to help Archuleta County 
schools, interested individuals and businesses can visit the Archu-
leta School District website, http://www.mypagosaschools.com/, 
and look for the heart-shaped volunteer tab. There you will fi nd the 
Teachers Volunteer Want Ads as well as online forms to get started as 
a Proud Partner.

By Becky Guilliams 
and Jesse Morehouse

VICA (Vocational Industrial Clubs of America) was formed in 
1965. Its purpose was to motivate students at the high school and 
collegiate levels to understand and value opportunities present in 
America’s skilled workforce.

In 2004, VICA became Skills USA. In 2006, the Pagosa Springs High 
School Skills USA chapter was founded, and it continues to grow 
each year. Now, Skills USA includes more than 312,000 students 
nationally. The organization conducts state, national and global 
competitions at which Pagosa Springs High School students regu-
larly compete.

At Pagosa Springs High School, students have access to subjects 
such as crime scene investigation (CSI), auto technology, auto 

refi nishing, welding, motorcycle mechanics, fi refi ghting, computer 
programming, digital photography and web design. 

Pagosa Springs High School funds the students’ attendance for 
regional and state competitions, while students who qualify for 
national competitions must raise their own funds to attend. 

There are over 88 different competitions available to students. 
This year, Pagosa Springs sent students to state in three competi-
tions. In two of the three competitions teams were entered in, they 
achieved podium fi nishes. 

Skills members volunteer at the 9Health Fair for setup and take-
down of the event, as well as helping out with the local antique auto 
show. This provides students and community members a chance to 
get to know each other outside of the high school setting while rais-
ing money for incidental costs at events. 

Skills USA

Proud Partners Program
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By Linda Reed

Archuleta School District

For families with children who are interested in moving to Pagosa, 

there are a multitude of reasons, many of them found in our schools. 

Archuleta School District’s Strategic Framework, which empha-

sizes Whole Student Education, exemplifi es what we believe is im-

portant. We believe in order for our students to be successful in life, 

they need to develop more than just their academic competencies. 

They also need to develop personal, professional, entrepreneurial 

and civic competencies. 

In order for them to accomplish these, we provide many atypi-

cal opportunities for our students. In addition to an outstanding 

academic program, our schools offer many co-curricular activities 

for students of all ages. 

The district was created in 1950 and consists of three campuses: 

Pagosa Springs Elementary School (kindergarten through fourth 

grades); Pagosa Springs Middle School (fi fth through eighth grades) 

and Pagosa Springs High School (ninth through 12th grades). 

The motto at Pagosa Springs Elementary School is “Care Reigns 

Here” and the staff believes that creating respectful and caring rela-

tionships is the foundation for learning. From this foundation, kids 

engage in learning a rigorous curriculum. We focus on strategic and 

purposeful lessons in the Seven Habits/Leader in Me curricula.

Pagosa Springs Middle School takes great pride in offering a 

dynamic, well-rounded educational experience. Our mission is to 

empower students to navigate the future through learning and prob-

lem solving. Our highly trained and caring staff engages students 

in relevant and dynamic ways to meet and exceed the Colorado 

Academic Standards. We embrace our community values and spec-

tacular location in our academic pursuits and often venture outside 

the classroom to learn and explore. Student health and wellness is a 

top priority at Pagosa Springs Middle School. As a two-time Healthy 

Public schools offer multitude 
of reasons for living in Pagosa
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School Champion, we have been recognized for our well-devel-

oped, systemic approach to embedding best practices at all grade 

levels. 

Additionally, our middle school develops a strong positive 

school culture through a daily advisory program. Through this 

program, staff and student build a strong rapport and purposeful-

ly make those human connections that provide the foundation for 

our educational program. Students engage in team building, fun 

activities and develop socially while having an advisory teacher to 

guide them through the middle school years.

Pagosa Springs High School has implemented changes to the 

master schedule in which students take eight year-long classes. 

An advisory period is aimed at establishing strong meaningful 

relationships between students and teachers. Research shows if 

students feel like they belong and have strong relationships, their 

achievement in academics is greatly improved. The high school 

also uses the advisory period to improve school spirit, develop 

character and help students plan for their lives after graduation.

In the fall of 2016, Archuleta School District, in partnership 

with a variety of home and private school groups, began Pagosa 

Family School. This unique opportunity provides elective classes 

of Spanish, art and choir to home and private school students 

during the regular school day as well as an after school program 

for public, home and private school students.  With guidance from 

an advisory board and under the skilled leadership of Jane Parker, 

this program provides a rich opportunity for students to embody 

the motto of “Growing Together.”

 On the playing fi eld,  Pagosa Springs is a 3A school, and is con-

sistently competitive at the state level in a number of team sports. 

The Future Business Leaders of America, Skills USA and FFA 

organizations consistently produce top fi nishers in state competi-

tion and multiple Destination Imagination teams have qualifi ed 

for Global Finals.

Pagosa Springs High School also takes great pride in the arts. 

The high school offers a wide variety of music programs includ-

ing traditional band and choir as well as guitar and the Americana 

Project, which is a beginning song writing course. Students can 

also enroll in a drama class in addition to after-school drama 

productions. 

Head Start and Seeds of Learning work hand in hand with the 

district through the Colorado Preschool Program, which also of-

fers assistance to at-risk preschool students. The district provides 

bus services to the majority of the district’s students. 

For more on our schools, visit our website at www.mypagosas-

chools.com.

EDUCATIONAL CONTACT NUMBERS
Archuleta County Education Center  
theacec.com
 
Archuleta School District 50 JT  
(970) 264-2228  
www.MyPagosaSchools.com
 
Childcare Resource and Referral Program  
(970) 247-5960  
earlychildhoodprograms.org  
 
GOAL Academy
(877) PRO-GOAL
www.goalac.org
 
Our Savior Lutheran Preschool (K-2)  
(970) 731-3512  
oslcpagosa.org  
 
Pagosa Family School (K-8)  
(970) 264-2228  
www.MyPagosaSchools.com
 
Pagosa Peak Open School (K-4)  
(970) 264-2228  
pagosapeakopenschool.org
 
Pagosa Springs Elementary School (K-4)  
(970) 264-2229  
www.MyPagosaSchools.com
 
Pagosa Springs Middle School (5-8)  
(970) 264-2794  
www.MyPagosaSchools.com
 
Pagosa Springs High School (9-12)  
(970) 264-2231  
www.MyPagosaSchools.com
 
Mardel Gallegos Center (Head Start)  
(970) 264-2484  
tchs4c.org  
 
Pagosa Valor Academy (K-9)  
970-264-4782 (4PVA)  
pagosavaloracademy.org  
 
Community Connections, Inc.  
(970) 259-2464  
communityconnectionsco.org 
 
San Juan Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES)  
(970) 247-3261  
sjboces.org 
 
Sonrisas Spanish School  
(970) 264-9288  
sonrisasspanishschool.com 
 
Seeds of Learning Early Care and Education Center  
(970) 264-5513  
growingseeds.org
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By Randi Pierce

Opening its doors for the fi rst time in the fall of 2017, the Pagosa 

Peak Open School (PPOS) is the community’s fi rst charter school.

PPOS aims to serve students in kindergarten through fourth grade 

in its fi rst year, then adding one grade level each school year, build-

ing up to offering kindergarten through eighth grade.

The public school is tuition-free and is chartered through Archul-

eta School District, but is governed by its own volunteer board of di-

rectors and boasts an educational model different than the district’s 

other schools.

PPOS offers an educational model that incorporates project- and 

place-based learning, as well as experiential learning, for a hands-on 

approach.

“Students at Pagosa Peak Open School will learn through doing, 

and by refl ecting and discussing what those experiences have taught 

them. Students will develop knowledge, skills, and values from direct 

experiences, both in and out of a conventional academic setting,” 

the website states.

To better accommodate its project- and place-based education, 

including a focus on outdoor education and gardening/horticulture, 

the school will operate on a year-round schedule.

The school is based out of the Parelli Natural Horsemanship 

headquarters.

For more about PPOS, visit www.PagosaPeakOpenSchool.org.

Pagosa Peak Open School: 
Community’s fi rst charter school 

opens in the fall of 2017
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By Laura Mijares

Pagosa Springs Elementary School’s 100 Mile Club hosted a snow-

shoe adventure at Sonlight Camp last winter, featuring great snow, 

blue skies, camaraderie and a hot dog roast. 

Students and parents were able to try out new skills in manag-

ing snowshoes while accumulating miles that go to individual and 

collective totals. Coaches Lindsey Kurt-Mason, Michelle Ziegler and 

Nicole Jones taught skills while making sure that all students had a 

great time.

The new club was implemented at Pagosa Springs elementary 

and middle schools as a fi tness challenge to students. This chal-

lenge, called The 100 Mile Club, is part of a national program that is 

sponsored locally by the San Juan Board of Cooperative Educational 

Services (BOCES). 

The 100 Mile Club presents students with a straightforward goal: 

run, jog or walk 100 miles over the course of the school year. 

At the elementary school, participating students and parents 

are encouraged to log miles before and after school in a variety of 

contexts. 

Miles are tallied daily and charted on a graph for the school com-

munity to see. Currently, the collective miles total over 1,900, more 

than it takes to get to Philadelphia from Pagosa Springs. 

The program is adaptable to the resources and needs of individual 

students, and may be implemented in many different ways through-

out the school day. 

Making the program unique are life lessons in goal-setting, 

determination and team spirit delivered alongside exercise. Rather 

than compete against each other, students at the elementary are 

members of the 100 Mile Club “team,” where every student has the 

opportunity to be successful. 

Whether they run, jog or walk toward their goal, the 100 Mile Club 

inspires students of all abilities — athletic, nonathletic, learning 

disabled, challenged — to be active in an accepting, positive envi-

ronment.

Elementary school’s 100 Mile Club: 
Making memories and logging miles

Photo courtesy Pagosa Springs Elementary School



Learning technical skills, achieving a higher level of education 
and earning an associate degree and/or technical training certifi cate 
is a very real possibility while living in Pagosa Springs.

What once was a smattering of vocational, technical and online 
studies has now been gathered under the umbrella of Southwest 
Colorado Community College (SCCC), a division of Pueblo Commu-
nity College (PCC). 

Based in Pueblo, Colo., PCC has been offering community 
outreach education and training programs in the area for over 30 
years. 

SCCC, a comprehensive two-year college, has two campuses: the 
West Campus is located in Mancos, just one mile west of the Mesa 

Verde National Park turnoff and the East Campus is located in Du-
rango at The Commons Building.

SCCC operates its two campuses with the aid of a regional 
advisory board with representatives from local counties, including 
Archuleta, Dolores, La Plata and Montezuma. The diverse regional 
representation assists SCCC in highlighting the needs of local com-
munities, such as workforce demands and education interests. 

Courses can be taken on campus or online and all classes are ac-
credited by the Higher Learning Commission. Efforts are also being 
made to broaden the accessibility of classes. To fi nd out more about 
classes online or on campus, visit the Southwest Colorado Commu-
nity College website at www.pueblocc.edu/SCCC/. 

Pagosa Springs is situated between the sites of two higher learn-
ing establishments: Fort Lewis College in Durango and Adams State 
University in Alamosa.

Fort Lewis College
Serving southwest Colorado for over 100 years, Fort Lewis College is a 

selective, public liberal arts college located approximately 60 miles west 
of Pagosa Springs in Durango. 

Smaller classes (18:1 ratio of students to faculty with 97 percent of 
classes smaller than 50 students) is a hallmark for FLC. 

There is a diversity of studies offered, with specially accredited 
programs in business, chemistry, engineering-physics and music. With 
over 70 student organizations, including NCAA Division II sports (in the 
Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference, RMAC), Fort Lewis prides itself in 
not only community activities, but national and international activi-
ties through their Study Abroad and Village Aid programs. Fort Lewis 
College also offers internships, service learning and undergraduate 
research programs.

Durango marries the educational requirements with the accessibility 
of the natural playground in which it is located. Community members 
can enjoy the museum and research library at the Center of Southwest 
Studies and a wide variety of performances at the Community Concert 
Hall at Fort Lewis College. Travel to FLC from Pagosa Springs is just an 

hour. Persons interested in pursuing an education through FLC should 
check out the school at www.fortlewis.edu.

Adams State University
Adams State University is located in Alamosa, approximately 90 miles 

east of Pagosa Springs. ASU is a comprehensive institution offering 
bachelor degrees in over 60 areas of study, in addition to 11 master’s-
level programs and one doctoral program.

Adams State is distinguished by caring professors and a diverse, yet 
close-knit community. The average class size is 18.

Adams State was Colorado’s fi rst four-year higher education institu-
tion to be federally designated a Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI), 
with 35 percent of undergraduate students identifying as Hispanic.

With about one-third of the student body participating in athletics, 
the Adams State Grizzlies compete in the NCAA Division II and the 
Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference (RMAC). Adams State has over 40 
student clubs and organizations.

The Adams State campus has been transformed through $104 
million worth of recent improvements. An intimate campus with 
treed-lined walkways, state-of-the-art classrooms and laboratories, 
supportive programs, and vibrant student life await Adams State 
students.

For more information about ASU, visit www.adams.edu.
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Seeds of Learning
Seeds of Learning, a NAEYC-accredited early care and education 

center 501(c)(3) organization in Archuleta County, is a quality early 
childhood education facility serving preschool children ages 2.5 
to 5 years old. The center encompasses early education, childcare, 
parenting classes and staff in-services.  

The center piloted and currently provides the Incredible Years 
Program, which brings children, their parents and their teachers 
together in a proven prevention strategy that has been shown to 
reduce child behavior problems, promote positive discipline and 
improve school performance. 

They are also contracted by the Archuleta County School Dis-
trict to implement the Colorado Preschool Program, which serves 
children in need of language development and helps reduce the 
risk of school failure by providing support through early childhood 
education. 

Seeds of Learning provides a hot lunch every day, along with 
breakfast and afternoon snack. Tuition is offered on a sliding scale. 

Seeds of Learning is open Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. and is open year round. The center is located close to the 
downtown area and provides an educational, nurturing environ-

ment for children and parents. 
More information can be obtained by visiting the website at www.

growingseeds.org.

Tri-County Head Start
Tri-County Head Start has provided quality early childhood edu-

cation programs at 10 sites throughout Southwestern Colorado for 
over 40 years. Participation in the Mardel Gallegos Center Head Start 
program in Pagosa Springs is no cost to income-eligible families and 
free or low-cost extended day services are also available. 

Each year, over 50 enrolled children from ages 3-5 in the Pagosa 
Springs region benefi t from daily activities helping them grow men-
tally, emotionally, physically and socially. 

Head Start program services also include health screenings and 
assessments, disability services and family involvement. Visit the 
Head Start website at www.tchs4c.org for more information. 

Private Schools and Day Care
There are private organizations that offer early childhood learning 

and day care services. A list of providers can be obtained by con-
tacting Archuleta County Human Services at 264-2182 or Seeds of 
Learning.

Early Childhood Education
Photo courtesy Jeff Laydon/Pagosa Photography
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By Jesse Hensle

Pagosa Springs Medical Center has been providing superior 

healthcare to the Pagosa Springs area since 2008. Community resi-

dents and visitors have access to quality health care services includ-

ing primary care, specialty services, emergency medical services, 

24/7 emergency room, general and orthopedic surgery, lab, diagnos-

tic imaging and infusion therapy — all closer to home. 

Primary care and outpatient services at Pagosa Springs Medical 

Center (PSMC) begin in the facility’s new clinic, completed in April 

of 2017. Here you will fi nd the medical center’s clinic with family 

physicians, internists, physician assistants, nurse practitioners and 

behavioral health specialists. The clinic also has specialty lines such 

as orthopedic surgery, general surgery, cardiology, gastroenterol-

ogy and gynecology, with more specialty services continually being 

added. The clinic offers appointments for personal, comprehensive, 

continuing care, in addition to acute care for minor ailments. There 

is often same-day appointment availability and walk-ins are ac-

cepted on Saturdays. 

As the premier health care provider for the greater Pagosa Springs 

community, the medical center realizes its responsibility to not 

only treat patients but to promote the importance of health and 

wellness. The sense of community pride resonates throughout the 

medical center and is best captured by Brad Cochennet, CEO of 

Pagosa Springs Medical Center: “We embrace the belief that it is our 

privilege to fulfi ll the community’s need to have access to health 

care. The dignity bestowed upon us not only to provide that access 

but also to continually elevate our level of care is something we hold 

in high regard.” 

Another step in elevating health care to the region was completed 

in early 2017 with the addition of the new clinic. The expansion will 

help meet the demands of our growing community by providing ad-

ditional exam rooms, more specialty services and increased waiting 

space. While the completion of the expansion marked a milestone 

moment for the community and medical center, there are still ad-

HEALTH CARE RESOURCES

Pagosa Springs Medical Center: 
Compassionate community care
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ditional remodels this year to improve services to the community; in 

addition, there are future expansion phases included in the facility’s 

master plan. 

The 11-bed hospital at Pagosa Springs Medical Center offers both 

inpatient and outpatient services. General and orthopedic surgery is 

available. The medical center can accommodate many surgical pro-

cedures including, but not limited to laceration repair, laparoscopic 

surgery, gallbladder surgery, hernia repair, excision of lymph nodes, 

thyroid surgery, GI services including endoscopy and colonoscopy, 

and therapeutic procedures. PSMC also provides women’s health 

procedures such as breast ductectomy, lumpectomy and mastec-

tomy, and tubal ligation.

Orthopedics and Sports Medicine is lead by Dr. William Webb. 

Through his services, community members are able to receive total 

joint replacement for hips and knees, arthroscopy for shoulders and 

knees, ACL reconstruction and ligament repair. PSMC orthopedic 

services also include carpal tunnel release, trigger fi nger release and 

pain management. Many patients are often surprised at the number 

of services offered for a rural hospital and it is not uncommon for 

patients to travel long distances to have their procedures done by 

the physicians at PSMC.

The hospital also features a radiology department with industry-

leading equipment, including a GE 128-slice CT scanner and a new 

MRI system that produces images in superb quality. The medical 

center also has x-ray, ultrasound and digital radiography. In the 

H. Pat and E. Nancy Artis Mammography Suite, patients can get 

mammography and bone density screenings in a comfortable and 

intimate setting. 

When you are in need of emergency medical services, you want 

to know you are in good hands. In 2014 the Pagosa Springs Medical 

Center’s EMS team was awarded Colorado EMS Ambulance Service-

of-the-Year, an honor that is awarded to the EMS team that demon-

strates leadership in patient care, medical control, quality assur-

ance, public education, public access, and training and education. 

The medical center’s 24/7 Emergency Department has obtained a 

Level IV designation for trauma care by providing injured patients 

with advanced trauma life support, 24-hour laboratory coverage, 

stabilization, diagnosis and surgical services. This designation al-

lows the medical center to have transfer agreements to Level I and 

Level II Trauma Centers for patient care after stabilization at PSMC. 

The Pagosa Springs Medical Center believes in being a supportive 

establishment for the community and surrounding area. As the larg-

est employer in Archuleta County, you do not have to look far to fi nd 

someone connected to the organization. 

For more information about the Pagosa Springs Medical Center, 

visit pagosamed.org.

Illustration courtesy Boulder Associates, Inc.
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Better Health and Wellness
where you Live Play

970.731.3700  |  95 S. PAGOSA BLVD  |  pagosamed.org  |

24/7 ER with Trauma Level IV Designation, Primary Care,  
Orthopedic Surgery & General Surgery

Photo courtesy The Springs Resort

Throughout the centuries, people of all cultures have come to 

regard the hot mineral waters in Pagosa Springs as having healing 

properties. 

Whether they were used to soothe sore muscles, to deal with 

breathing issues or just for simple relaxation, the hot mineral baths 

have played a key part in the development of Pagosa Springs. 

Pagosa is also home to the famous Dr. Mary Fisher — our own “Dr. 

Quinn Medicine Woman” — who, back in the late 1800s, graduated 

medical school as a doctor of homeopathy and surgery. She brought 

her healing skills, tenacity and tenderness to Pagosa Springs at the 

turn of the century, becoming a legend and the namesake for the Dr. 

Mary Fisher Foundation, a nonprofi t that exists to assist, benefi t and 

support the district that oversees the local hospital.

Perhaps because of the healing waters, the thought that Pagosa is 

founded on a vortex, or just because of the natural assets of the fl ow-

ing rivers, cascading waterfalls or glorious mountains, those provid-

ing many forms of healing have been drawn to our community. 

Pagosa abounds in talented therapists qualifi ed in a variety of 

massage techniques. Traditional massage, cranio-sacral, Swedish, 

deep tissue, sports, neuromuscular, axial tonal alignment, kinesiol-

ogy, energy work and refl exology are but some of the modalities 

practiced by trained therapists. Therapists work out of several spas 

in the community, stand-alone businesses, out of their homes and, 

with their massage tables, will travel to your home. Massage therapy 

is defi nitely one of the industries that is prevalent in Pagosa — good 

for the therapist and for those who need and want this body work. 

A comprehensive aquatic wellness program with therapeutic wa-

ter exercises is offered for adults with chronic health conditions or 

healthy individuals who just wish to improve their fi tness level.

Traditional medical practitioners in the area focus on and offer 

preventative and wellness programs to help individuals achieve a 

healthy, active lifestyle.

Pagosa also has its share of qualifi ed chiropractors. There are a 

variety of chiropractic treatments available, serving a wide range of 

Alternative 
Treatments
Plentiful in Pagosa
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970.731.3700  |  95 S. PAGOSA BLVD  |  pagosamed.org  |

24/7 ER with Trauma Level IV Designation, Primary Care,  
Orthopedic Surgery & General Surgery
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needs. Treatments include the Gonstead technique, focusing on the 

whole person, not just the area of pain. With the active lifestyles in 

our community, sports medicine treatments, using traditional ad-

justment methods and non-force techniques are also widely avail-

able. Keeping up with new technologies, Pagosa chiropractors also 

utilize techniques such as scio biofeedback, cold laser therapy, aqua 

chi detox and spinal decompressions. Whether a resident of Pagosa 

or someone interested in opening a practice, there is certainly room 

to explore this industry.

If you are looking to improve your life through conscious and in-

ner awareness, Pagosa is home to a number of well-trained thera-

pists, including hypnotherapy practitioners. Several practitioners 

who had very successful businesses in the “big city” have chosen to 

move to a smaller community, and have made Pagosa their home, 

now sharing their expertise with the community by setting up shop 

here in the mountains. Some therapists still travel, but make Pagosa 

their home base. Whether experiencing a life change, a choice of 

a place to raise your family, downsizing or even semi to full retire-

ment, Pagosa welcomes alternative and experiential therapists. 

With the resurgence in natural or holistic products in recent years, 

Pagosa Springs is also home to a variety of businesses producing 

natural-based products. Some of the businesses operate from store-

fronts, offering spices, tinctures, oils, teas, soaps and many other 

selections. Other businesses are home-based and Internet-driven. 

Body and facial care products, soaps and cleaning products are 

produced locally, but marketed globally. As the market for holistic 

and natural products increases, talented practitioners are fi nding 

our community conducive to producing and marketing these prod-

ucts right here in Pagosa Springs. Pagosa, with one of its eyes on the 

holistic, is a perfect place for businesses of this nature to set down 

roots and grow.

Our community is a wellspring of traditional and alternative solu-

tions to health care. With lodging and conference facilities, mineral 

hot springs in town and the great outdoors as our backyard, Pagosa 

Springs is an attractive site for wellness seminars educating the out-

side world to the benefi ts of alternative methods of treatments and 

holistic products. There is still room for the “alternative” community 

to come together and better promote our area to the outside world. 

The Chamber of Commerce would be happy to assist businesses 

interested in expanding this alternative arena. Pagosa exemplifi es a 

healthy way of life through its active lifestyle and open-mindedness 

to alternative contributions to health care.

Reconnect 
with better hearing

Scott Erickson
Hearing Instrument 

Specialist

30 years of 
industry experience

Celebrating 12 years 
in Pagosa Springs

Ears 2 U 
Hearing Aid Center
970-731-4554 
190 Talisman Dr. C-3
Pagosa Springs CO
coloradohearingaid.com

Free Hearing Screenings

Hearing loss can 
leave you feel-
ing isolated and 
insecure. Talk 
to us today, and 
find out what the 
latest hearing aid 
technology can do 
for you!

Starkey Muse 
Hearing aids 

start at $750

Locally owned and operated

How
are
you?

DURANGO OFFICE
281 Sawyer Drive
Durango, CO 81303
970 247 5702

PAGOSA SPRINGS OFFICE
502 S 8th Street
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
970 264 2409

SAN JUAN BASIN PUBLIC HEALTH 
serves residents of Archuleta and La Plata counties.

WE PROVIDE:

•  Health insurance assistance •  Private well testing
•  STI, HIV, & HEP C testing •  Travel vaccines
•  Special needs clinics  •  Septic system permits
•  Birth & death certifi cates •  Bilingual services

Visit SJBPublicHealth.org to learn more about 
these programs and other SJBPH services.



www.Pagosa.info PAGOSA SPRINGS RELOCATION GUIDE    |   29

Resident 
centered care

for a better quality of life

Pine Ridge Extended Care
119 Bastille Drive, Pagosa Springs, Colo. 81147

970-731-4330

Locally owned 
Skilled nursing care-24 hours • VA

Short-term rehabilitation services • Respite care 
Physical, occupational, speech therapy

Multiple outside courtyards • Select dining
Specially designed recreational activities

Pictured: 
Dr. James Pruitt, 

Pine Ridge Medical Director 
and Doris Wood, resident.

HEALTH CARE RESOURCES

ELDER CARE SOURCES     
Pine Ridge Extended Care Center (970) 731-4330 pagosanursinghome.com 

Hospice of Mercy (970) 731-9190 hospiceofmercy.org 

Pagosa Springs Senior Center (970) 264-2167 psseniors.org 

Housing Solutions for the Southwest (970) 259-1086 swhousingsolutions.com

San Juan Basin Area Agency on Aging (970) 264-0501 sjbaaa.org

Archuleta County Department of Human Services (970) 264-2182 archuletacounty.org

HEALTH CARE NUMBERS TO KNOW    
Pagosa Springs Medical Center (970) 731-3700 pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org 

Pagosa Primary Care Clinic (970) 731-3700 pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org 

Pagosa Health and Wellness (970) 731-2218

Alpine Medical Specialty Practices (970) 507-3030 alpinepagosa.com     

Alcoholics Anonymous (888) 333-9649 aadistrict18.org  

San Juan Basin Health (970) 264-2409 sjbhd.org   

Archuleta Integrated Health (970) 264-2104 axishealthsystem.org 

Hospice of Mercy (970) 731-9190 hospiceofmercy.org  

Southwest Safehouse (970) 259-5443 voacolorado.org  

Mercy Hospital (970) 247-4311 mercydurango.org  

Durango VA Medical Clinic (970) 247-2214 

USJ Health Service District (EMS) (970) 731-5811 pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org 

Pine Ridge Extended Care Center (970) 731-4330 pagosanursinghome.com

Axis Health System (970) 259-2162 axishealthsystem.org

Archuleta County Department of Human Services (970) 264-2182 archuletacounty.org
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On Wednesday, Aug. 24, 2016, 65 people turned out to watch Axis 

Health System and local elected offi cials dig in to a new construction 

project just northwest of City Market at 52 Village Drive. 

The Durango-based Axis Health System will bring increased 

health care options to Pagosa Springs in a new facility on Vil-

lage Drive behind the City Market. The new clinic will follow Axis’ 

“integrated” health care model, providing primary care and other 

services in a single location.

Opening of Archuleta Integrated Healthcare is targeted for June of 

2017. 

“This is phenomenal that we are all here for this purpose, because 

this is a cause that is absolutely near and dear to my heart,” said 

Pagosa Springs Mayor Don Volger at the ground-breaking ceremony. 

“This is more than just kind of cool. This is darn near miraculous.

“We have been dreaming about having something like this in 

Pagosa Springs for years,” he said. “This facility will complement 

our phenomenal hospital. It’s my prayer that we go forward in this 

healthcare community with hands held with the hospital, with pri-

vate practices and with Axis.”

“We are so proud to be here and put shovel to ground, and kick off 

the start of a fully integrated clinic,” said Axis Chief Executive Offi cer 

Bern Heath. “It will provide primary care, mental health and sub-

stance use treatment. We’ve also designed it for — and we’re working 

to get funding for — oral health care.”

For more than 40 years, Axis has been known in the region for 

providing care for mental health concerns. Archuleta Integrated 

Healthcare is the next step to expand services through the integrated 

care model, which combines primary care, behavioral healthcare 

and oral health care in a one-stop shop.

“Axis has embraced a new idea called integrated health, but I’m 

not sure people understand how innovative that is. It is amazing,” 

said Volger. “When you can go in, and somebody cares about the 

whole person: They don’t just care about the complaint that you 

came in with. They care about you.”

August 2016
Illustration courtesy Bauen Group LLC 

Axis Health System:
 A new integrated health care facility 
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LICENSED LOCALLY SINCE 2009

RECREATIONAL MARIJUANA
*SPECIALIZING IN MEDICAL/CBD PRODUCTS ON THE REC SIDE*

AS WELL AS DENSE, SOIL-GROWN BUDS

10% OFF ALL NON-SALE 
ITEMS EVERY TUESDAY10% TUESDAYS

VISIT OUR 20% OFF DISCOUNT BASKET, EVERYDAY

10% OFF FOR VETERANS, EVERYDAY

Explore Pagosa. Save Money.
What could be better?

Visit www.explorepagosa.com for great money-saving coupons to use while you visit.

Home of the Pagosa Springs Official Visitor Guide™

A publication of The Pagosa Springs Sun
pagosasun.com • 457 Lewis St. Pagosa Springs, CO • 970-264-2100
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By Leslie Wustrack

A remarkable all-volunteer community project, the Geothermal 

Greenhouse Partnership (GGP), began in 2009 as the idea of a 

small group of community members and local offi cials. This idea 

ignited a passionate movement to build three greenhouses that 

would draw their energy from the town’s pride and joy, the deepest 

geothermal pool in the world, according to the Guinness Book of 

World Records. 

The GGP’s mission is to educate the community in sustainable 

agricultural practices by producing food year-round using local 

renewable energy. 

As visitors stroll along the San Juan River Walk in downtown 

Pagosa Springs, it’s impossible to miss the fi rst of the three green-

houses, the Education Growing Dome. The geodesic dome sits on a 

beautiful .78 acre site in Centennial Park, leased to the nonprofi t by 

the Town of Pagosa Springs, along with 100-gallons-per-minute of 

geothermal water. 

In 2010, the project was heralded by state representatives, sena-

tors, the Colorado governor and national energy offi cials. Major 

grants have included the Laura Jane Musser Fund, the Colorado 

Department of Local Affairs award and a Colorado Water Conserva-

tion District award. In 2013, the GGP was selected by the Colorado 

Environmental Film Festival to offi cially host a mini-festival, or 

caravan, to serve the community with education and entertainment, 

Geothermal Greenhouse Partnership
Growing food and community 

with local energy
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which fi nancially benefi ts the GGP.

By 2016, the fi rst greenhouse, the Education Dome, and the 

adjacent amphitheater were built. Much of the on-going labor and 

needed materials have been donated by Pagosa Springs businesses 

and community volunteers. Local school sports teams donated their 

time to fi ll all the beds with soil. A section of the beds within the 

structure is managed by the nonprofi t’s all-volunteer Seeds, Soil and 

Water Committee and is dedicated to supporting the project. 

Visitors can see GGP’s volunteers in action at least two workdays 

each week.               

As its name suggests, the fi rst dome’s main purpose is education. 

Growing beds within the dome are dedicated largely to youth, and 

the GGP’s Programming Committee collaborates with local schools 

and Colorado State University 4-H to bring the youth programs into 

the dome. 

The GGP is also offering six Lifelong Learning Workshops in 2017 

to explore varied topics from greenhouse growing to birds on Pa-

gosa’s River Walk to cooking with native foods.

A membership-based organization, the nonprofi t christened its 

outdoor amphitheater in 2016 with a special thank you party for all 

its contributors. 

The outdoor amphitheater also served as the site of its signature 

fundraiser, Breakfast with Balloons. It’s the perfect viewing spot 

for the balloon ascension of the community’s annual ColorFest 

celebration. The GGP’s fi rst gourmet breakfast with champagne was 

a sold-out event.

What’s ahead? The year 2017 should bring more grant awards and 

plans are in the works for the second dome, the Community Garden 

Dome. This greenhouse will be made available to local community 

organizations whose objectives address community needs. The third 

greenhouse will be dedicated to innovation. Fundraisers, including 

live outdoor concerts and workshops, will be held at this perfect 

location on the San Juan River.

As you stroll by the domes, if doors are open, please come in. The 

volunteers will share more about the GGP with you and your family. 

Grab a lunch at a local restaurant and enjoy the Pagosa Springs 

sunshine at the GGP amphitheater. 

Growing food and community with local energy, the domes are 

a true community collaboration meant to be enjoyed by all. Visit 

pagosagreen.org for all the latest information.

Photos courtesy Geothermal Greenhouse Partnership
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80 CR 600  •  Pagosa Springs 

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation • www.fdic.gov

Each depositor insured to at least $250,000

Backed by

the full faith

and credit

of the

United States

government

Equal Housing
Lender

Buying or Building in Pagosa Springs?
Rio Grande Savings & Loan can help you get the
money you need at competitive rates, not to mention
checking, savings, retirement and other banking services
for every financial need!

970-731-4701 rgsla.com

Home Purchase  •  Refinance  •  Construction  •  Remodeling

NMLS #42822

Now in our 112th Year Serving Southern Colorado!

Call Me Today For Your Real Estate Needs!       I Am Recognized,
               Respected,
              & Referred.
Jim Smith Realty
445 San Juan Street
PO Box 1680  Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
(970) 264-3206 (office)
(970) 946-4593 (cell)
Stephanie@JimSmithRealty.com
Facebook:Stephanie Hill, Pagosa Springs, Colorado Real Estate

Live Webcams             
Interactive Map Searches            

Virtual Home Tours
Area Attractions  

The Latest Pagosa Springs News 
Colorado Vacation Planner

Statewide Weather Conditions & Statewide Road Conditions
I have been a Realtor in Pagosa since 1993

ARCHULETA COUNTY DEMOGRAPHIC & INCOME PROFILE 
Summary  2000 2010 2015 
Population 9,898 12,084 12,854 (2016) 
Households 3,980 5,267 5,334
Families 2,872 3,561 
Average Household Size 2.47 2.27 2.25
Owner Occupied Housing Units 3,057 3,947 
Renter Occupied Housing Units 923 1,320  
Median Age 40.7 48.4 49.6 
POPULATION & POPULATION GROWTH    
 2015 2000 1990
State of Colorado 5,540,545 4,301,261 3,294,394
State of Colorado: 104,093.57 Sq. Miles   
Population Density (People per Sq. Mile): 53.2 41.5 31.8
Median Age (Years):   34.3 
Average Household Size (People): 2.49 2.53 
Archuleta County   
Archuleta County: 1355.48 Sq. Miles   
Archuleta County Population 12,854 (2016) 9,898 5,345
Population Density (People per Sq. Mile): 9.48 7.3 3.9
Median Age (Years): 49.6 40.8 
Average Household Size (People) 2.25 2.5 2.7
Renter Occupied Apartments 
Per Capita Income (PCI): 28,930 21,683 19,156
Median Household Income: 53,889 43,259 
Cost of Living Index 96.3 (2016)
Sources: http://www.census.gov/  www.townofpagosasprings.com/ 
http://quickfacts.census.gov/ colorado.gov 
www.city-data.com/county/Archuleta_County-CO.html factfi nder.census.gov 

ARCHULETA COUNTY
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT (2014)
Population 25 years & over                              9,043
Less than 9th grade 2.4%
9th to 12 grade, no diploma 5.3%
High school graduate (includes equivalency)  26.9%
Some college, no degree 23.2%
Associate degree 6.8%
Bachelor’s degree 22.9%
Graduate or professional degree 12.4%
High school graduate or higher age 25+ 92.3%
Bachelor’s degree or higher age 25+ 35.3%

EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY (2015)
Agriculture, forestry, fi shing, hunting, mining 4.6%
Construction 12.9%
Manufacturing 2.6%
Wholesale Trade 0.1%
Retail trade 11.0%
Transportation and warehousing, utilities 4.2%
Information 2.7%
Finance, insurance, real estate, rental, leasing 6.9%
Professional, scientifi c, management, 
administrative, waste management services 12.1%
Educational, health care, social assistance 17.3%
Arts, entertainment, recreation, 
accommodation and food services 13.6%
Other Services, except public administration 7.2%
Public administration 4.1%
Unemployment —  County (March 2017) 3.0%
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If you want to build your dream home, we 
can lend you the financial hand you need. 
At Citizens Bank we offer answers to your 
construction loan questions. Our goal is to 
give you the best rate available along with 
the best service around. If you’re looking 
for a construction loan, give us a call and 
see how our rates compare. You may find 
the answer and the rate you’re looking for.

We build 
dreams.

Uptown Office: 731-7235
NMLS #451376 • Loans subject to credit approval

Pennie DeClark
Vice President 
Lending
NMLS ID #1025992
Citizens Bank of 
Pagosa Springs

pennie@citizensbankpagosa.com

www.citizensbankpagosa.com

CITIZENS BANK

kyle@citizensbankpagosa.com

Kyle Cox
President
NMLS ID #948754
Citizens Bank of 
Pagosa Springs

A better way to bank.

One Store.  Lots of Options.One Store.  Lots of Options.One Store.  Lots of Options.

interiordreamspagosa.com
(970) 731-4101 • 301 N. PAGOSA BLVD.

From floor to ceiling,  
Interior Dreams is your 
stop for decorating your 
home in Pagosa Springs.

Interior Dreams carries 
today’s leading brands 
for flooring, furniture, 
window coverings, mat-
tresses and more —  
all at prices that won’t 
break the bank and will 
leave you feeling great.

Whether you’re new to 
Pagosa Springs or remod-
eling your current home, 
make sure you stop by 
Interior Dreams today.

CUSTOM HOMES
LLC

CONTACT TIM TODAY TO DISCUSS A START DATE FOR YOUR NEW HOME!
(970) 946-2768  •  TIM@TIMBROWNCUSTOMHOMES.COM 

 PO BOX 3205  •  PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO 81147

FLOOR PLANS GUARANTEED PRICE COMPLETION DATES
Customize one of our floor 
plans, or we can build 
from yours. 

Upfront, guaranteed price. 
In writing. No kidding.

Dependable five to eight 
month completion time -- 
start to finish. 

OPTIONS & EXTRAS
We listen to you and work 
within your budget to 
create your perfect home.

CUSTOM HOMES
LLC
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WATER
We carefully design and 

build drilled wells and 
complete water systems 
for least cost per gallon 

over 20 years.

drilled wells 
gallery wells

well pumping systems 
water treatment

well testing & system analysis

Visit our 65-page website full of information

JusticeWater.com

Call 970-731-1200 
or email info@JusticeWater.com

USTICE
WATER SYSTEMS, INC

Refl ections in Wood

• Custom Luxury Homes

• Traditional Framing or 
Log Construction

• All Phases of New 
Construction and 
Remodels

• 100% Satisfaction from 
our Homeowners

Cullen Dalton
970-946-4937

cullendalton@gmail.com

Ken Gayhart
970-946-7775

hartlandranch@centurytel.net

“Builders with Altitude”

Refl ections in Wood

BELONG HERE
This is the perfect place for you.

An amazing mountain town with a wonderful community. 
Let us help you find your property or list with us.

Our agents combined have been in Pagosa Springs for over 100 years. 
Familiar faces with the most knowledge of the area. 

Pagosa Springs, Colorado

Real estate sales & PRoPeRty ManageMent 
970-731-8599 • 2839 Cornerstone Drive 4N

pagosarealty.com • tprentals.com

2017 FAIR MARKET RENT DOCUMENTATION 

FY 2017 Colorado FMR Metropolitan Area Summary     

Metropolitan Area Name Effi ciency 1 Bedroom 2 Bedroom 3 Bedroom 4 Bedroom

Boulder $905 $1,021 $1,240 $1,763 $2,065

Colorado Springs $603 $737 $950 $1,383 $1,674

Denver-Aurora-Lakewood $844 $1,031 $1,305 $1,896 $2,196

Fort Collins $719 $817 $996 $1,450 $1,755

Grand Junction $588 $601 $799 $1,163 $1,408

Greeley $599 $693 $897 $1,306 $1,581

Pueblo $599 $603 $802 $1,149 $1,305

Teller County $697 $779 $1,003 $1425 $1,767

FY 2017 Colorado FMR Local Area Summary     

Locality Name Effi ciency 1 Bedroom 2 Bedroom 3 Bedroom 4 Bedroom

Alamosa County $568 $572 $715 $1,041 $1,096

Archuleta County $619 $623 $808 $1,104 $1,201

La Plata County $706 $786 $967 $1,408 $1,607

Montezuma County $563 $590 $681 $991 $1,200

Ouray County $683 $830 $1,076 $1,524 $1,650

Rio Grande County  $563 $590 $681 $951 $1,135

San Miguel County $826 $980 $1,302 $1,629 $1,892

source:  www.huduser.org     

REAL ESTATE AND CONSTRUCTION
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BELONG HERE
This is the perfect place for you.

An amazing mountain town with a wonderful community. 
Let us help you find your property or list with us.

Our agents combined have been in Pagosa Springs for over 100 years. 
Familiar faces with the most knowledge of the area. 

Pagosa Springs, Colorado

Real estate sales & PRoPeRty ManageMent 
970-731-8599 • 2839 Cornerstone Drive 4N

pagosarealty.com • tprentals.com
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The 
Tile & Carpet 

Store
M-F 8-4:30  •  (970) 731-5282

204 Bastille Dr. (N. Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)
thetileandcarpetstorepagosa.com

Tile • Laminate • Hardwood • Carpet
Fantastic Area Rugs • & More

We know your first night’s 
furniture will be flooring 

that lasts a lifetime.

EXIT REALTY  Advantage Pagosa, LLC  
2383 Eagle Drive • Pagosa Springs, Colorado

(970) 731-4040
www.ExitRealtyPagosa.com

Mountain Homes River Homes Executive HomesCondos & Townhouses Family Lodge

With so many available ... here are some examples:

... would like to SHOW YOU one of the many properties FOR SALE.

The many REALTORS at 
EXIT REALTY Advantage Pagosa LLC ...

Each office is independently owned and operated

Pam Eaton-Scott
REALTOR/Owner
970-946-9959

Barbara Swindlehurst
970-731-1184

Darlene Peterson
970-946-5119

Deb Archuleta
970-903-2817

Kim Moore
970-946-5619

Alex Scott
970-398-1515

Sharon Crump
970-398-0215

Shellie Hogue
970-759-8109

Jon Eliason
970-903-3989

Jon Carey
970-390-7356

Lance Eaton
505-695-0442

Jean Brittingham
970-507-0885

Christie Calderwood
970-946-6856

Robin Pehle
970-946-0975

TRANSPORTATION 
 Telephone Website URL
Airports / International  
Albuquerque International Sunport (ABQ) (505) 244-7700 http://www.cabq.gov/airport
Denver International Airport (DIA) (800) 247-2336 http://fl ydenver.com

Airports / Regional  
San Luis Valley Regional Airport (SLV) (719) 589-9446 http://www.alamosacounty.org
Durango/La Plata County Airport (DGO) (970) 382-6050 http://www.fl ydurango.com
Four Corners Regional Airport (FMN) (505) 599-1395 http://www.fmtn.org/172/Airport

Airports / Local  
Archuleta County Airport at Stevens Field (970) 731-3060 http://www.archuletacounty.org/45/airport

Car / Truck Rental  
Enterprise Rent-A-Car (970) 264-0156 http://www.enterprise.com
U-Haul Neighborhood Dealer (970) 264-6376 http://www.uhaul.com
U-Haul Neighborhood Dealer (970) 264-6110 http://www.uhaul.com
U-Haul Neighborhood Dealer (970) 731-2404 http://www.uhaul.com
U-Haul Neighborhood Dealer (970) 507-3008 http://www.uhaul.com

Shipping / Delivery  
FedEx — Exodus Shipping (970)731-1555 http://www.mystore411.com/store/view/158419/Fedex-Pagosa-Springs
Kangaroo Express (970) 247-8191 http://www.kangaroo-express.com
The UPS Store (970) 731-8771 pagosasprings-co-5807.theupsstorelocal.com
United States Postal Service (970) 264-5440 http://www.usps.com

Transportation  
Mountain Express Public Transport (970) 264-2250 http://www.archuletacounty.org
Pagosa Cab (970) 398-0123
Wilderness Journeys (970) 731-4081 http://wildernessjourneyspagosa.com
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EXIT REALTY  Advantage Pagosa, LLC  
2383 Eagle Drive • Pagosa Springs, Colorado

(970) 731-4040
www.ExitRealtyPagosa.com

Mountain Homes River Homes Executive HomesCondos & Townhouses Family Lodge

With so many available ... here are some examples:

... would like to SHOW YOU one of the many properties FOR SALE.

The many REALTORS at 
EXIT REALTY Advantage Pagosa LLC ...

Each office is independently owned and operated

Pam Eaton-Scott
REALTOR/Owner
970-946-9959

Barbara Swindlehurst
970-731-1184

Darlene Peterson
970-946-5119

Deb Archuleta
970-903-2817

Kim Moore
970-946-5619

Alex Scott
970-398-1515

Sharon Crump
970-398-0215

Shellie Hogue
970-759-8109

Jon Eliason
970-903-3989

Jon Carey
970-390-7356

Lance Eaton
505-695-0442

Jean Brittingham
970-507-0885

Christie Calderwood
970-946-6856

Robin Pehle
970-946-0975
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Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo  
Bank, N.A. © 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
NMLSR ID 399801. AS1470979 Expires 08/2017 

Every community 
has a story 

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 
200 W College Drive, Durango, CO 81301

We are proud to be part of the community and invite 
you to discover how we may assist you with your 
mortgage needs. Call today!

Bobbi J. Brown
Branch Sales Manager
970-240-1020
NMLSR ID 418646

Julie Cooley
970-385-9362
NMLSR ID 580315

Denise Diane Finks
970-385-9351
NMLSR ID 404256 

Marianne R Pennington
970-385-9358
NMLSR ID 459746

Cindy Engel
970-385-9367
NMLSR ID 1528422 

Kay Hansen
Cortez, CO
970-564-9930
NMLSR ID 189375

Trim Size
3.75 x 10

Print ad
Coated

We are happy to be a part of yours

Land Leveling • Septic Systems
Foundations • Underground Utilities 

Roads • Clean Up 
Dozer Work • Driveways • Ponds

Call today to discuss 
your plans!

Michael Preuit
Cell: 970-946-7303

Office: 970-264-0795
Pagosa Springs

16 years local experience
Insured

REAL ESTATE AND CONSTRUCTION
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Renelle Bilazzo
970-456-2764

Dave Netherton
970-799-07392

Eddie Ring 970-759-8032
Broker/Owner

Downtown Main Street Pagosa at the Crosswalk
Providing friendly & professional service to clients since 1999

• Beautiful 822 acre ranch with the Navajo River through it. A totally remodeled 3 bedroom 
cabin, aspen and spruce trees, large meadow, tremendous hunting. $3,288,000.

• Private hunting paradise. 321 acres owned by the same family for generations now for sale. 
Borders Southern Ute on 3 sides and National Forest on the 4th side. $802,500.

•  328 acre ranch, almost entirely bordered by National Forest with a modest farm home. The 
property has a large hayfield and comes with 6.5 CFS water rights. $1,500,000.

• A beautiful 160 acre tract completely surrounded by National Forest. This rare find has 
lots of big Ponderosa Pines with a grassy meadow through the center. $1,144,000.

• Another 160 acre tract just as pretty as the other one with National Forest on 3 sides and 
Southern Ute on the other. Old home site with a log barn and a spring. $1,144,000.

• 60 acres with a choice irrigated hay meadow and the Piedra River runs through it. This 
would be a great home site with electricity on the property. 3 CFS water rights. $729,000.

• 3BR/2BA with two horse barns on 15 acres in town, near National Forest. $825,000.
• Older farm home with 35 acres which could be surveyed and separated from the 328 acre 

ranch for $325,000. 1.5 CFS water rights would transfer with this option. Borders National 
Forest, call for details.

Call us for ranch properties not currently in MLS
Yes, of course we sell homes, condos and lots!

Residential properties are selling quickly, so call us for the latest listings. 
We can represent you as a buyer’s agent for any property.

Office 970-264-4400 • 448 Pagosa Street • Check our website wolfcreekcorealty.com

REAL ESTATE AND CONSTRUCTION

EMPLOYMENT RESOURCES
Colorado Workforce
www.yourworkforcecenter.com, Virtual Workforce Center
connectingcolorado.com, Job Search
(970) 247-0308

Colorado Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (Durango)
www.dvrcolorado.com
(970) 247-3161

Community Connections
communityconnectionsco.org
(970) 259-2464

Pagosa Springs Chamber of Commerce
pagosachamber.com
(970) 264-2360

The Pagosa Springs SUN
www.pagosasun.com
(970) 264-2100

Regional Service Area 9 Council (R.S.A.9.C.)
www.sjboces.org
(970) 247-3261

Southwest Colorado Small Business Development Center
http://sbdcfortlewis.org
(970) 247-7009

Southwest Center for Independence
www.accil.net/Durango.html
(970) 259-1672

GOVERNMENT
Archuleta County Commissioners
Steve Wadley, Chair (R) (970) 264-8300
Michael Whiting (I) (970) 264-8300
Ronnie Maez (R) (970) 264-8300

Pagosa Springs Mayor 
Don Volger ddvolger@gmail.com

Pagosa Springs Town Council
Tracy Bunning tbunning@pagosasprings.co.gov
David Schanzenbaker dschanzenbaker@pagosasprings.co.gov
John Egan jegan@pagosasprings.co.gov
Mat deGraaf mdegraaf@pagosasprings.co.gov
Nicole DeMarco ndemarco@pagosasprings.co.gov
Clint Alley calley@pagosasprings.co.gov

State Representative
District 59: Barbara McLachlan (D) (303) 866-2914

State Senate
District 6: Don Coram (R) (303) 866-4884

Federal
U.S. House of Representatives
District 3: Scott Tipton (R)  (970) 259-1490

U.S. Senate
Michael Bennet (D) (970) 259-1710 
Cory Gardner (R) (303) 391-5777
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So, you’ve decided to move to Pagosa Springs.
Now, it’s decision time: Do you have employment with an existing 

industry in Pagosa, are you relocating an existing business or opening a 
branch, starting a new business, telecommuting or creating a home-
based business? 

The options are extensive, but you need to do your homework.
With the Internet and broadband capabilities, Pagosa Springs is a 

perfect place to work from home. Many major companies that rely 
heavily on the Internet are allowing employees to live where they 
choose, so long as they are able to “commute” via the Internet. Pagosa 
offers several high-speed Internet options, allowing residents to tele-
commute. Currently, broadband capability in many areas of town is 
available; however, check with the providers to 
determine the correct broadband capabilities 
you will need to make sure you can telecom-
mute effectively. There are already numerous 
residents who choose to live in Pagosa Springs 
and enjoy the slower-paced lifestyle, and who 
can take time off during the day to ski, hike, 
bike, hunt or volunteer, all due to the wonder 
of telecommuting. 

While there is a range of offi ce rental or 
purchase space opportunities available in 
Pagosa Springs at very reasonable rates, many 
business owners have decided to base out of 
their homes. 

Marketing via the Internet or e-commerce 
is the rage, and shopping via the Internet only 
grows in popularity. Many homes in Pagosa 
offer heated workshops or space in which to 
set up an offi ce. Holistic products, piecework 
or general or sub-contracting businesses, 
including woodworking, plumbing, electrical, 
concrete or rock-work trades, can easily be es-
tablished at your home base. If you purchase a 
home in an area that is governed by a property 
owners association, it is a good idea to check 
and make sure if there are any home/business 
restrictions.

Small manufacturing companies are also 
growing in popularity in Pagosa Springs. The 
Chamber of Commerce can assist interested 
parties with business development consul-
tation, workforce development, workspace 
consultation and business training. More and 
more smaller manufacturing businesses are 
choosing Pagosa Springs as a home base that 
affords their employees a better quality of life, 
yet they distribute their products all over the 
world. 

As you can see, Pagosa Springs is a fantastic 
community in which to marry choice of life-
style with work. With the advance of technol-
ogy, telecommuting is ever more popular and 
possible. Choosing where your home-based 
business is located becomes easier and a 
choice, not a necessity. Should you need to 

commute to another part of the country, the La Plata County Airport is 
only one hour away, making connections with DIA, in Denver, and the 
world. 

The Chamber of Commerce and Pagosa Springs Community 
Development Corporation (CDC) are poised and ready to help you 
work through the pros and cons of locating a home-based business 
here in Pagosa Springs. We look forward to helping you become that 
“Lone Eagle” entrepreneur. Contact the Chamber of Commerce at 
www.pagosachamber.com or the CDC at www.pagosaspringscdc.
org.

If you have any questions about obtaining a business license, please 
contact the Town of Pagosa Springs at (970) 264-4151. 

Home-Based Businesses

COMMUNITY FOCUSED
FAMILY OWNED

PAGOSA SPRINGS 205 Country Center Drive 
970.731.4166 • bankofcolorado.com

• Mortgage Lending
• Construction Financing
• Home Equity Loans
• Refinancing

• Checking & Savings  
   Accounts
• Mobile Banking
• Online Banking

There is only one Colorado and only one you. With Bank of 
Colorado’s personal banking products and friendly staff, we’re 
focused on the unique needs of every customer. We can help 
you with all your financial needs including:

17_BC43_PS_REALESTATE_RELOCATION_GUIDE_AD.indd   1 4/18/17   8:16 AM
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Get the Service You Deserve!

Britney Chaisson
Owner, 
Managing Broker

NextHome RMR is a local, progressive real estate office 
with consumer-focused Marketing & Branding. Just look for Luke.

Our Brokers are the focal point, and the most valuable source of guidance, 
knowledge and information for buyers and sellers.

Real Estate
Property Management for Long & Short Term Rentals

WE WILL BEAT ANY COMMISSION
ADVERTISE ON HUNDREDS OF WEBSITES NATIONWIDE        EXCELLENT COMMUNICATION     

SPECIALIZE IN FORECLOSURES FOR BUYERS        FRIENDLY AND COURTEOUS STAFF

970.507.8655
www.NextHomeRMR.com 

56 Talisman Dr. Ste 7
Each office independently owned and operated

ADVERTISE ON HUNDREDS OF WEBSITES NATIONWIDE        EXCELLENT COMMUNICATION     
SPECIALIZE IN FORECLOSURES FOR BUYERS        FRIENDLY AND COURTEOUS STAFF

POPULATION BY AGE  2010  2014           2015
 Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
0 - 4 519 4.3% 616 5.1% 597 4.9%
5 - 9 874 7.2% 613 5.1% 584 4.8%
10 - 14 1,124 9.3% 573 4.7% 572 4.7%
15 - 19 1,562 12.9% 680 5.6% 730 6.0%
20 - 24 996 8.2% 607 5.0% 645 5.3% 
25 - 34 867 7.1% 1,086 9.0% 1,059 8.7%
35 - 44 820 6.8% 1,295 10.7% 1,241 10.2%
45 - 54 1,297 10.7% 1,738 14.3% 1,643 13.5%
55 - 64 2,248 18.5% 2,507 20.7% 2,544 20.9%
65 - 74 1,118 9.2% 1,552 12.8% 1,680 13.8%
75 - 84 570 4.7% 636 5.2% 706 5.8%
85+ 141 1.2% 229 1.9% 183 1.5%
Total 12,136  12,132

HOUSEHOLDS BY INCOME 2000           2014  2015
 Number Percent Number Percent Number  Percent
<$15,000 648 16.2% 518 9.7% 524 9.9%
$15,000 - $24,999 563 14.1% 689 12.9% 824 15.4%
$25,000 - $34,999 573 14.4% 652 12.2% 616 11.5%
$35,000 - $49,999 839 21.0% 903 16.9% 899 16.9%
$50,000 - $74,999 729 18.3% 988 18.5% 931 17.5%
$75,000 - $99,999 306 7.7% 620 11.6% 558 10.5%
$100,000 - $149,999 165 4.1% 657 12.3% 632 11.7%
$150,000 - $199,999 63 1.6% 118 2.2% 159 3.0%
$200,000+ 103 2.6% 187 3.5% 200 3.7%
Median Household Income  $38,333   $48,186   $46,646 
Average Household Income  $53,743   $70,257   $65,299 
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When Quality Counts

New Homes 
Additions • Remodels

Building Quality Homes since 1980

Call Terry @ (970) 507-0309
or email terylbuilders@gmail.com

Teryl Builders LLC
(970) 507-0309

Planning to 
visit Pagosa 
Springs?

You 
could 

live 
here!

HOME  •  CONDO  •  RANCH  •  LAND  •  OFFICE  •  COMMERCIAL

EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED
EAGLE’S NEST

390 Boulder Drive, Suite 100, Pagosa Springs, CO
970-731-0500  •  www.pagosadurango.com

CUSTOM OUTDOOR KITCHENS

(970) 264-2006 (970) 903-7091
1065 W. HWY 160 

We proudly carry

 

PAGOSA PEAK 
Custom Fireplaces LLC

Do you need
SURVEYING

OR
ENGINEERING?

If so, contact:

188 S. 8th Street
P.O. Box 1208, Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147

Phone: 970 / 264-5055
FAX: 970 / 264-9210

Over 65 years in southern Colorado
Surveying: lots, tracts, mining, ECC, improvement & boundary surveys.

Subdivision design and layout. 
Civil Engineering: water, sewage, drainage, roads, 
treatment plants and facilities, water resources.

Custom drafting and map reproduction.

Do you need
SURVEYING

OR
ENGINEERING?

If so, contact:

188 S. 8th Street
P.O. Box 1208, Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147

Phone: 970 / 264-5055
FAX: 970 / 264-9210

Over 65 years in southern Colorado
Surveying: lots, tracts, mining, ECC, improvement & boundary surveys.

Subdivision design and layout. 
Civil Engineering: water, sewage, drainage, roads, 
treatment plants and facilities, water resources.

Custom drafting and map reproduction.

Do you need
SURVEYING

OR
ENGINEERING?

If so, contact:

188 S. 8th Street
P.O. Box 1208, Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147

Phone: 970 / 264-5055
FAX: 970 / 264-9210

Over 65 years in southern Colorado
Surveying: lots, tracts, mining, ECC, improvement & boundary surveys.

Subdivision design and layout. 
Civil Engineering: water, sewage, drainage, roads, 
treatment plants and facilities, water resources.

Custom drafting and map reproduction.

Surveying: lots, tracts, mining, ECC, improvement & boundary surveys.
Subdivision design and layout.

Civil Engineering: water, sewage, drainage, roads, 
treatment plants and facilities, water resources.

Custom drafting and map reproduction.

188 S. 8th Street
P.O. Box 1208, Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147

REAL ESTATE AND CONSTRUCTION
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VILLAGE INTERIORS

TILE  •  HARDWOOD • CARPET  •  VINYL  • LAMINATE 
WINDOW COVERINGS & MORE! 
PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

Beautiful. 
Made Affordable.

970.731.2711
22 Trinity Lane

VillageInteriorsCarpetOne.com

FAMILY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 

SINCE 1976, 
WE’RE THE OLDEST 
FLOORING STORE IN 
PAGOSA SPRINGS.

Free estimates

970-731-9949
DoorsAndMoreCo@gmail.com

510 Cloman Boulevard

Doors
Windows
Trim
Hardware

Visit our 
showroom in 
the Cloman 
Industrial Park

DOORS 
& MORE

Let me help 
you find your 
next home!

Listing & Selling Properties in Pagosa Springs

Call Lori Unger 
today at 
(970) 946-3857

REAL ESTATE AND CONSTRUCTION



48   |   PAGOSA SPRINGS RELOCATION GUIDE A publication of The Pagosa Springs SUN 

Where is Pagosa Springs?
Pagosa Springs sits at 7,079 feet in southwest Colorado at the base of the Continental 

Divide. Featuring rushing rivers and streams, lakes galore, hiking and biking trails, spectacular 
fall colors, ancient ruins, deep powder in the winter at nearby Wolf Creek Ski Area, incredible 
hunting, amazing wildlife, clean air and 3 million acres of National Forest surrounding the 
area, Pagosa Springs offers plenty of opportunities for our valued visitors, any time of year.

Who can I contact for info?
The Town of Pagosa Springs Tourism website at www.visitpagosasprings.com will link you 

to the Visitor Center, or call their vacation line at (866) 438-4917. Visitor information can also 
be found at www.ExplorePagosa.com.

Keep up on the news and events with The Pagosa Springs SUN, the community’s weekly 
newspaper, with daily updates online at www.PagosaSUN.com.

What is it like at that altitude?
Regardless of physical fi tness, Acute Mountain Sickness can strike anyone not acclimated 

to Pagosa’s 7,000-foot elevation. To guard against altitude sickness:
• Drink three to four quarts of water per day.
• Avoid overexertion, while keeping caffeine and alcohol intake moderate for the fi rst few 

days.
• Seek medical attention if persistent headache, fatigue, poor coordination or shortness of 

breath occur. 

What is the weather like?
Archuleta County is located in the “Colorado Sunbelt,” just north of the New Mexico border 

and along the Western slope of the Continental Divide. This combination of high desert pla-
teau and dramatic Rocky Mountains to the north and east creates an unusually mild climate 
compared with much of the surrounding Southwest. We are favored with some 300 days of 
sun each year, as well as four distinct seasons. With low wind and warm sunshine, residents 
can enjoy a variety of year-round recreational activities.

Average Temperatures and Precipitation:
Average Days of Sunshine: 300 per year
Annual Precipitation: 20.97 inches/year
Annual Snowfall: 104 inches/year
Month High Low Precipitation Month High Low Precipitation
Jan. 37°F 1.4°F 1.48” Jul. 83°F 45.2°F 1.81”
Feb. 43°F 7°F 1.52” Aug. 80°F 44.6°F 2.77”
Mar. 49°F 15.9°F 1.63” Sep. 74°F 36.6°F 2.26”
Apr. 59°F 23.9°F 1.64” Oct. 64°F 26.3°F 2.26”
May 68°F 30.2°F 1.15” Nov. 50°F 15.4°F 1.87”
Jun. 78°F 36.3°F .88” Dec. 40°F 5°F 1.7”

Is there a medical facility? 
Pagosa Springs Medical Center includes a critical access hospital located at 95 S. Pagosa 

Blvd. The Pagosa Springs Medical Center Primary Care Clinic is at the same location.
The emergency room is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Phone (970) 731-3700. Dial 911 

for emergency services.

Important phone numbers:
EMERGENCIES DIAL “911” (Ambulance, EMT, Fire, Police)

Non-emergency ambulance, fi re, EMT or Law Enforcement, dial (970) 731-2160
GENERAL

Emergency Medical Services  ........................................................................................ (970) 731-5811
Pagosa Springs Police Dept.  ...........................................................................(970) 264-4151, Ext. 228
Archuleta County Sheriff’s Offi ce  ................................................................................. (970) 264-8430
Pagosa Fire Protection District  ..................................................................................... (970) 731-4191
USFS Pagosa District Ranger  ........................................................................................ (970) 264-2268
Pagosa Springs Town Hall  .............................................................................................. (970) 264-4151
Archuleta County Commissioners  ............................................................................... (970) 264-8300
The Pagosa Springs SUN  ............................................................................................... (970) 264-2100
Pagosa Springs Post Offi ce  ............................................................................................ (970) 264-5440
Senior Citizens Center  ................................................................................................... (970) 264-2167
Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library  ................................................................................ (970) 264-2208
Archuleta School District 50 Joint  ................................................................................ (970) 264-2228
Navajo Lake State Park  ................................................................................................... (970) 883-2208
Southern Ute Indian Tribe ............................................................................................. (970) 563-0100
Stevens Field Airport, manager  .................................................................................... (970) 731-3060
Airport Flight Base Operations  ..................................................................................... (970) 731-2127
Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation  ................................................................................ (970) 731-2691
Black Hills Energy  ........................................................................................................... (800) 563-0012
La Plata Electric Association .......................................................................................... (970) 247-5786Photo Michael Pierce Photography

REAL ESTATE AND CONSTRUCTION
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Residential Excellence

Building Dream Homes Since 1981

Timberline 
Framers, Inc 
is a family-
owned company  
building in the 
Pagosa Springs 
area since 1981.

Every build features quality craftsmanship and special consideration 
for your personal taste and style that � ts your budget.

We specialize in making the 
home of your dreams a reality. 
Whether you are building a 
new home or remodeling, 
we endeavor to create your 
dreams.

Why we’re di� erent:
At TFI, we are a design build contractor — 
doing our own excavation, framing, concrete, 
timber frame, cabinets, furniture, and more 
— giving our customers a huge advantage in 
price and quality.

REAL ESTATE AND CONSTRUCTION

Serving Colorado since 1985

117 Navajo Drive, Suite S
(Behind Boss Hogg’s Restaurant)

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
(970) 946-0305

alphapagosa@gmail.com

General Civil Engineering
Residential Planning, 

Septic Systems, Foundations 
& Grading Plans

Construction Management
Materials Testing

Environmental & Conservation
Cost Effective, Sustainable Design

Alpha Engineering, LLC
Explore Pagosa. 

Save Money.
What could be better?
Visit www.ExplorePagosa.com for great 

money-saving coupons to use while you visit.

Home of the Pagosa Springs Official Visitor Guide™

A publication of The Pagosa Springs SUN
pagosasun.com • 457 Lewis St. Pagosa Springs, CO • 970-264-2100

Museum

San Juan Historical Society Museum
96 Pagosa Street • (970) 264-4424

Open mid-May to mid-September

We invite you to 
stop in and enjoy 
our quilt display.
Admission is FREE!
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Reservoir Hill — a wooded, public park overlooking downtown Pa-

gosa Springs — is considered a local gem and the fl agship of the Pagosa 

Springs parks system.

The all-season park boasts more than 120 acres of mostly ponder-

osa-pine covered land and overlooks downtown Pagosa Springs and 

its world-famous mineral hot springs.

Included on the hill is an extensive trail system for hiking, moun-

tain biking, snowshoeing and cross-country skiing that has been 

improved over the years. Trailheads are located behind the San Juan 

Motel and off of San Juan Street behind the Healing Waters Resort 

and Spa. Parking is available by Town Park off of San Juan Street and 

at the trailhead behind the Healing Waters Resort and Spa, with 

parking availability at that location expanded in recent years.

In addition to its many trails, the hill is home to a “festival mead-

ow” with a gazebo that is home to two longstanding and well-known 

music festivals — the Four Corners Folk Festival, which has been run-

ning for upwards of 20 years and takes place over Labor Day weekend, 

and Pagosa Folk N’ Bluegrass, which occurs in June and is now in its 

Reservoir Hill
A gem in downtown Pagosa Springs

LEISURE
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Visit our Growing Dome® Gardens 
at Growing Spaces®.

Mention this ad and receive a 
Free Growing Dome site evaluation 

at your Pagosa Property.

This is how 
we garden in 

Pagosa Country
365 Days a Year!

1868 B Majestic Drive 
Pagosa Springs, Colorado 

(970) 731-2120
www,GrowingSpaces.com

11th year. Both festivals bring world-class entertainment to Pagosa 

Springs in a setting that’s hard to beat so close to amenities.

Reservoir Hill is also home to one of Archuleta County’s two disc golf 

courses. The 18-hole disc golf course was installed in recent years and is 

well-used by both residents and visitors, even playing host to tourna-

ments.

Further adding character to the forested park are wood sculptures 

scattered on the hill and the endangered Pagosa skyrocket fl ower, 

which is endemic to Archuleta County (meaning it’s found nowhere 

outside of Archuleta County). Reservoir Hill is one of the few public 

places the plant can be found— although it can be tricky to spot.

In the winter, when snow permits, the trailhead behind the Healing 

Waters Resort and Spa is home to a sledding hill. Year-round, the area 

has a picnic table perfect for taking in the view of the beautiful sur-

roundings.

The hill is also home to a water reservoir. The hill took on its Reser-

voir name around 1900, when the town installed its fi rst community 

water system. Prior to that, the hill was known as Robidoux Hill, named 

after a trapper named Antoine Robidoux. Near to the water reservoir is 

a large, locally crafted metal star that is lit up during the winter holiday 

season. 

In addition to being well-loved and hosting numerous events, Res-

ervoir Hill has been the center of attention several times over the years, 

with last summer and this spring being no different as several new 

improvements were made to the hill.

In 2015, a pump station for potable water was installed, making fresh 

water available seasonally for things such as refi lling water bottles.

Too, the fi rst phase of an observation deck was completed by the 

Friends of Reservoir Hill — a grassroots organization formed in 2012 

to offer ideas for developing Reservoir Hill that were in line with its 

natural beauty. 

The observation deck is the Friends’ fi rst undertaking and was 

funded by members of the public through a crowdfunding cam-

paign.

Another Reservoir Hill project involves tree-thinning to improve 

the health of the forest — which also provided free fi rewood to 

the community for a time. That project was paid for through grant 

funding.

The thinning process took more than a year to complete due to 

the weather and the need to not damage the hill with machinery 

needed to thin some larger trees. In addition to machinery, crews 

from the Southwest Conservation Corps camped out on the hill 

during the summer of 2015 to complete hand-thinning efforts.

If all of the amenities and improvements show anything, it’s 

that Reservoir Hill is a treasured aspect of Pagosa Springs and will 

continue to be for years to come. And, as history has proven, it will 

continue to be well protected by Pagosa Country citizens who want 

only the best for their cherished hill.
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The employees of the Pagosa Springs Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment take great personal pride in their stewardship of the town’s facili-
ties and amenities.

The parks of Pagosa Springs run the gamut from the wild and natural 
pine forest on Reservoir Hill to the well manicured fi elds of Yamaguchi 
Park. What follows is a list of each park and a description of what it has 
to offer.

Reservoir Hill 
The most prominent physical feature of the downtown area, Reser-

voir Hill towers over the south bank of the San Juan River and is distin-
guished by the large green water tank visible from U.S. 160. This park is 
featured on the previous two pages of this guide.

Town Park
On the southeast corner of the U.S. 160/Hot Springs Boulevard 

intersection, Town Park connects to Centennial Park via the Riverwalk 
and contains a wind harp, bathrooms, a drinking fountain, picnic 
tables, barbecue grills, a playground, two special-event 200-amp 
electrical services, a performance space with stage and a white-water 
feature in the adjacent river. The park and the athletic fi eld across 
Hermosa Street host several events throughout the year, including 
the Fourth of July Park 2 Park Arts and Crafts Fair, ColorFest and the 
Mountain Chile Cha Cha. 

Yamaguchi Park
Located on South 5th Street between Pagosa Springs High School 

and the river, Yamaguchi Park is home to a favorite hang-out for local 
kids — the Pagosa Skate Park. The Skaters Coalition for Concrete, a local 
grassroots organization formed over a decade ago, raised funds and 
added a full-sized bowl to the 4,500 square-foot concrete terrain at the 
park. 

The park was designed to appeal to skaters of all ability levels and 
includes several plaza elements and a bowl feature.

The park is open from dawn to dusk throughout the year, provided 
the skating surface is free of ice and snow in the winter months. To 
learn more about the skate park, or to fi nd out when the annual skater 
competition and fundraiser will take place, visit www.skaterscoaliton-

forconcrete.com.
Another amenity of Yamaguchi Park is the kayak/raft launching facil-

ity and two whitewater features, complemented by the paved Riverwalk 
to facilitate viewing activities on the river.

A heated year-round restroom, drinking fountain, picnic tables, 
barbecue grills and picnic shelter allow for family gatherings, while a 
state-of-the-art playground and beautiful soccer and softball fi elds give 
plenty of room for the kids to play. A special-events and performance 
venue with electrical service is also available.
South Pagosa Park 

A true neighborhood park located on the south side of town on 
Apache Street between 7th and 8th streets, South Pagosa Park has 
bathrooms, a drinking fountain, picnic tables, barbecue grills, a picnic 
shelter, horseshoe pits, a playground and a basketball court. The park is 
well used by local families.

Centennial Park
Centennial Park stretches along the river behind the Archuleta Coun-

ty courthouse, and includes several tables for enjoying a family picnic 
while watching the activities in the river and hot springs. A pedestrian 
bridge provides a continuous connection for the Riverwalk that winds 
through the wetlands behind Town Hall and the Ross Aragon Commu-
nity Center. A pedestrian bridge at the other end of the park connects to 
The Springs Resort and Spa. This park is also the site of the Geothermal 
Greenhouse Partnership’s growing dome and amphitheater.
Mary Fisher Park 

Along the south bank of the San Juan River directly across from Town 
Park, and connected to it by another pedestrian bridge, Mary Fisher 
Park contains several picnic tables, as well as a changing screen for 
kayakers and inner tubers to use before hitting another one of the new 
whitewater river features.
River Center Park 

Nestled behind the River Center shops on the east end of town (from 
U.S. 160 go behind the River Center buildings), the River Center Park 
contains two small fi shing ponds with a handicap-accessible pier and 
access to the river for launching rafts and kayaks.

LEISURE

The Parks of Pagosa
Photos courtesy Pagosa Skaters Coalition For Concrete
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Pagosa Springs:
The Best of Both Worlds

Are you worried that relocating to Pagosa Springs and the surround-
ing community in the heart of the beautiful San Juan Mountains might 
leave you without the basics and the luxuries you’ve come to rely on?

Let those worries fade away: Pagosa Country offers the best of both 
worlds — a wonderful, small-town environment and shopping and 
dining opportunities that will satisfy your needs and cravings.

There’s not much you’ll want or need that you can’t get in Pagosa.
A wide variety of businesses, from small to large, serve up goods 

from hardware to luxury lighting, from clothing (everyday and fancy) 
to sporting equipment, from gear for the horse owner to motorized 
off-road vehicles.

Looking for furniture, either utilitarian or high-end? You can fi nd it in 
Pagosa. Appliances? Electronic goods? You’ll fi nd them here.

What about dining? There’s plenty in Pagosa to satisfy even the most 
discriminating palate. Pagosa has about as many eating establishments 
per capita as any town you can think of, with the options spanning the 
spectrum in terms of styles of cuisine and price.

Want a down-home breakfast? No problem. Looking for a muffi n or 
croissant, specialty coffees and espresso drinks? We have those. 

When dinner calls, you need only to determine what kind of 
cuisine you’re in the mood to sample: continental, American, 
French, Thai, Chinese, Italian, barbecue, steaks and chops, Mexican, 
seafood, breweries with classic pub fare, burgers and fries, a menu 
with plenty of options for the kids. You name it, you’ve got it. In all 
price ranges.

A night out, with a meal at a favorite restaurant, is one of Pagosa’s 
great pleasures. Take advantage of it whenever you can.

In need of some entertainment? Fear not, you can fi nd it in Pagosa. 
Local bars and pubs regularly feature music and, on any given night, 
one can choose from jazz, rock, blues and others. Art galleries provide 
art lovers with opportunities to indulge their passion. Or, how about a 
rodeo? A play? We have those, too, and other organizations hold events 
year-round that can keep anyone busy and having fun.

Pagosa is small, yes. But Pagosa packs a lot onto its small frame. 
That’s part of the joy of living and working here — you are in the heart 
of an environment that appeals to even the most discerning outdoor 
enthusiast, but you have the dining, shopping and cultural amenities 
you need to indulge your whims. It’s a great place to be!

Photos courtesy Elise Soniat/Source Of Light Imagery



Pagosa Springs has the privilege of enjoying four distinct seasons, 
each one playing host to myriad activities. Participating in outdoor 
activities is like being a kid in a candy store, with appealing options no 
matter the season. Groups like the San Juan Outdoor Club and Gray 
Wolves offer activities all year long in a group setting. Face a challeng-
ing hike up Pagosa Peak or head out on a hut-to-hut excursion with 
like-minded enthusiasts and capitalize on the over 3 million acres of 
national forest and wilderness areas surrounding Pagosa.

When the days begin to warm up, resident activities exemplify the 
phrase “spring fever.” Walking around town or taking a quick trip up 
Reservoir Hill on your lunch hour gets everyone in the mood for sum-
mer. As the snow begins to melt and the river rises, kayak and rafting 
enthusiasts hit the river. The San Juan River boasts several developed 
water features downtown along the Town Park and Yamaguchi Park. 
There is also improved fi shing access and ongoing habitat improve-
ments along the river through town. Fish are plentiful in Pagosa waters, 
with species including catfi sh, bass, pike and a variety of trout. Hikes 
in the lower elevations, perhaps around the Piedra River Trail, are a 
great way to break in the season and relish the beauty of the fi rst signs 
of spring. Usually by April cyclists abound, enjoying moderate rides 
together to get in shape for the season. Spring also brings out bird-
ing enthusiasts who tag and identify which species have returned to 
beautiful Pagosa. 

Summer brings out the athlete in us all with warm days, cool nights 
and typically excellent weather conditions. Summer is perfect for just 
about every sport, especially hiking, mountain and road biking, and 
running. Summer also means motorcycle rides, offroading and camp-

ing in gorgeous locations. Pagosa Springs boasts a wonderful 27-hole 
golf course, two 18-hole disc golf courses located on Reservoir Hill 
and at Cloman Community Park and one nine-hole disc golf course in 
Aspen Springs. Boaters enjoy cruising on Navajo Lake, which spans the 
Colorado and New Mexico border. Horse enthusiasts head to the West-
ern Heritage Event Center to compete in team roping and rodeo events. 

Many of the activities of summer continue into the fall. Athletes get 
to enjoy the stunning hues of changing leaves as they add another layer 
of clothing in the evenings. The temperate weather mixed with the gor-
geous colors is just another incentive to get out and enjoy the outdoors.

Winter is just as active as the other seasons. For the alpine skier, 
Wolf Creek Ski Area is just 24 miles away and is known for its radical 
powder days. The volunteer Nordic Club has developed and grooms an 
extensive system of trails for classic and skate skiing. Enjoy one of their 
monthly Sunset/Moonrise free ski socials at various locations around 
the area. Snowed-over hiking trails become excellent snowshoe-
ing trails in the winter. If you feel the need for speed, the Wolf Creek 
Trailblazers snowmobile club is out and about enjoying the hundreds of 
miles in the backcountry. Consider taking a dog sled ride, ice skating on 
the frozen pond behind the River Center or checking out the plethora of 
sledding hills in the area. 

Pagosa has outdoor activities to enjoy all year long! It is no wonder 
that so many people choose to live in this stunning mountain town 
overfl owing with natural wonders for individuals of all ages and abili-
ties. Explore on your own or join up with one of the many organizations 
that will happily show you the ropes and introduce you to the wonders 
of Pagosa’s outdoors. 

Home to
Outdoor Enthusiasts
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Pagosa Springs and the outdoors go hand-in-hand; in fact, being 
able to enjoy the outdoors year-round is one of the benefi ts of living 
in this mountain paradise. There are a number of groups that are pas-
sionate about their sport and are willing to share their enthusiasm.

The San Juan Outdoor Club is devoted to providing outdoor activi-
ties such as backpacking, hiking, canoeing, cross-country skiing, 
fi shing, cycling, etc. The club also performs community services. The 
club’s primary goal is to get outdoors and have fun together. The orga-
nization is open to families and individuals. For more information on 
member application and fees, visit their website at www.sanjuanout-
doorclub.org. 

The Gray Wolves Ski Club is more than just a senior ski club; it’s a 
group of skiers and outdoor enthusiasts who are interested in social-
izing, downhill skiing, cross-country skiing, hiking, golf, etc. The club 
started in 1984 to promote skiing, other outdoor sports and fellowship 
through organized activities for people 50 years of age or older.  

Regular ski days are held during the winter months to promote 
fellowship, with discounts for members. The Gray Wolves hold various 
functions throughout the year, such as potlucks and gatherings. For 
more information, visit their website at www.graywolfskiclub.com. 

The Pagosa Nordic Club strives to enhance winter recreational op-
portunities by maintaining and grooming winter trails for cross-coun-
try and skate skiing and snowshoeing enjoyment for all ability levels. 
Throughout the winter months, the club holds free Moonrise/Sunset 
Ski Socials at various groomed trails. You can fi nd out more about this 

group at www.pagosanordic.com.
The Wolf Creek Trailblazers Snowmobile Club grooms forest ser-

vice trails for use by snowmobilers, cross-country skiers and snowsho-
ers. The purpose of the club is to have a great time riding snowmobiles 
while operating an active trail-grooming effort. 

The Pagosa Trail Riders is an ATV club with members who love to 
ride the trails and roads of southwest Colorado. Along with promot-
ing education of responsible ATV/OHV use, they work with the forest 
service, BLM and other user groups to maintain trails for everyone’s 
outdoor pleasure. Visit their website at www.pagosatrailriders.com.

The Pagosa Area Trails Council is an all-volunteer organization 
dedicated to planning, building and maintaining trails and trail-relat-
ed facilities around Pagosa Springs. They also work with the Southwest 
Youth Corps and other organizations to accomplish their tasks of trail 
maintenance and improvement of trail use and accessibility.

The Weminuche Audubon Society programs provide opportunities 
for visitors and residents to explore our local environment through 
bird walks, nature and science presentations, and collaborations with 
other outdoor and nature-based organizations. They have ongoing 
monitoring projects, monthly meetings and fi eld trips. Visit their web-
site at www.weminucheaudubon.org.

There are numerous organizations that tend to our natural play-
ground for the enjoyment of residents and visitors alike. Visit the 
Pagosa Springs Chamber website for more information about these 
organizations and other outdoor groups. 

Local Groups 
Share the Outdoors

Photos courtesy Pagosa Nordic Club
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“To support seniors in living healthy, vibrant and independent lives” 
is the purpose of the Pagosa Springs Senior Center.

The Senior Center has an array of activities and services for the 
young at heart, along with supportive services for those in need of 
more assistance. The center schedules various outings and games for 
fellowship and fun.

The center offers delicious lunches, including a fabulous salad bar, 
Monday through Friday. Weekly menus are printed in The Pagosa 
Springs SUN newspaper. Seniors interested in dining at the center can 
make reservations by calling 264-2167. Home-delivered meals are avail-
able to qualifying home-bound individuals. 

Flu shot clinics are offered in the fall as well as free screenings 
through the San Juan Basin Health Department twice a month, free 
blood pressure checks weekly, and a wellness clinic once a month.

The center also collaborates with Mountain Express to provide bus 
transportation for attending lunches, going to the post offi ce, pharma-
cy, grocery store and other necessary errands. Arranging transportation 
can be completed by contacting Mountain Express at 264-2250.

Additionally, the San Juan Basin Area Agency on Aging offers a 
wide range of supportive informational and referral services. Services 
include Medicare counseling, legal assistance and Alzheimer’s support 
programs, to name a few. Their telephone number is 264-0502.

For more information about the Pagosa Springs Senior Center and 
the San Juan Basin Area Agency on Aging, visit their offi ces, located in 
the Ross Aragon Community Center at 451 Hot Springs Blvd. Call 264-
2167, or go online to www.psseniors.org. Staying active and engaged in 
Pagosa Springs is easy with organizations like the Senior Center.

Senior Living
in Pagosa 

Spas • Accessories • Filters • Covers • Chemistry • Saunas
Sales • Service and Routine Maintenance

We happily service what we sell, and ... even what we don’t!

HomespunComforts.com • (970) 946-4673  
301 North Pagosa Boulevard Suite B-6

ENDLESS 
ENJOYMENT

Cool in the summer, warm in the winter
Cellular shades are energy efficient. A honeycomb 
design creates an air pocket between the window 

glass and the interior of your room, providing an extra 
layer of insulation, conserving energy year round.
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health and vaccination records on hand so that when you choose a lo-
cal veterinarian, you can provide your new vet with your pets’ medical 
histories.

There are many Internet sources of information available on how to 
safely move your pets, as well as great tips on how to help your dogs or 
cats acclimate to their new home. A site that offers a good overview of 
both is www.healthypet.com.

Losing a pet can be nerve-wracking. The Humane Society of Pagosa 
Springs (HSPS) operates the only animal shelter in the area, located at 
465 Cloman Blvd. The shelter is open seven days a week. A call to the 
animal shelter, (970) 731-4771, should be one of your fi rst steps in fi nd-
ing a lost pet.

The HSPS website (www.humanesociety.biz) hosts detailed informa-
tion on what to do if you and your pet become separated. The website 
also has information on adoptions, spay/neuter voucher programs and 
other services. The HSPS offers low-cost spay and neuter programs.

To aid in fi nding a lost pet, make sure that your pet has a secure col-
lar with a sturdy identifi cation tag attached. The ID tag should contain 
your name and contact information, including information on rabies 
vaccination. If you are moving, make sure the tag has your current cell 
phone number. Secondly, have a microchip inserted in your pet. This 
aids identifi cation if your pet’s collar is lost or removed. The Humane 
Society animal shelter scans every incoming pet for a microchip. Make 
sure you have registered your animal’s chip and updated your contact 
information with the chip company.

If your pet does not have a microchip, the HSPS can provide you one 
at low cost. If your pet already has a microchip, it would be a good idea 
to stop by the shelter and provide the staff with the chip number and 
your updated contact information.

Pagosa Springs and Archuleta County do not require licensing for 
dogs or cats at this time. You are, however, required to have a current ra-
bies vaccination for your pets. While Archuleta County does not have a 
leash law, Pagosa Springs does. You are required to have your dog under 
control at all times. If you want to exercise and play with your dog in a 
safe, controlled environment, there is a community-accessible dog park 
at the animal shelter.

If you are purchasing property in Pagosa Country, make sure you 
check for additional pet regulations or restrictions in the covenants of 
your property owners association. Keep in mind, too, that regardless of 
where you live, some homeowner insurance policies have certain dog 
breed exclusions, so check your insurance policy for pet restrictions.

Pagosa Springs is one of the most animal-friendly places that you will 
fi nd in Colorado.

Relocating 
your animals

GETTING SETTLED
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We offer a large selection of propane parts and accessories.
Discover the Possibilities!

• Connect your Propane grill to your house line and never run 
out in the middle of your meal

• Custom hoses for your RV (connect outdoor lights, grills, etc.)

• Make sure your system is safe and leak free with a 
complimentary Gas Safety Check

• New and Existing Tank Installations

• Yard Line Installations

• LP Generator Lines Installed

• Cylinders, RVs and Motor Fuel tanks filled at 
the office

4640 Highway 160 West
P.O. Box 3425
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Office: (970) 731-3737
Email: selph1@centurylink.net

4640 Highway 160 West

P.O. Box 3425

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Office: (970)731-3737

Email: selph1@centurylink.net

www.selphspropane.com

Selph’s Propane, Inc.

The Company with the Blue Trucks 

& Friendly People!

We offer a large selection of propane parts and accessories.

Discover the Possibilities! 

• Connect your Propane grill to your house line and never run 

out in the middle of your meal

• Custom hoses for your RV (connect outdoor lights, grills, etc.)

• Temporary Heat (new construction, renovations, etc.)

• Make sure your system is safe and leak free with a 

complimentary Gas Safety Check

• New and Existing Tank Installations.

• Yard Line Installations

• LP Generator Lines Installed

• Cylinders, RVs and Motor Fuel tanks filled

 at the  office

Selph’s Propane
The Company with the Blue Trucks

& Friendly People!

www.selphspropane.com (970) 731-3335  •   505 Piedra Rd.  •  www.PiedraCar.com

Auto Service & Repair for All Makes & Models
Oil Change Service  • Computer Diagnosis 

Tires & Alignment • Scheduled Maintenance  
Custom Exhaust Work  • Front End & Suspension Work 

Foreign Car Specialist  •  RV Service  
Motor Vehicle & Motorcycle Transport

Over 40 Years Experience • Locally Owned & Operated

Customer Waiting Room & Free Shuttle Service in Pagosa

Piedra Automotive 24-7
Towing &  

Emergency  
Roadside  

Assistance

CALL 
(970) 

731-3335

OFF-ROAD CAPABLE

Nationwide 
24/24 Parts & 

Labor Warranty

Moving to a new town with your pets can be an exciting adventure 
with many new discoveries. It can also be a bit stressful for you and 
your pets leaving behind the familiar. Before moving, it is important to 
know any information dealing with pet regulations.

Before you move, make sure that your pets are healthy and up to 
date on their vaccinations. If you are moving from out of state with dogs 
or cats, Colorado requires that you have a certifi cate of veterinarian 
inspection that is no more than 30 days old. If your cat or dog is three 
months or older, they must also have had a rabies vaccination within 
the preceding 12 months. For livestock requirements, visit the Colorado 
Department of Agriculture website (www.colorado.gov/ag).

Part of moving involves gathering all your important personal 
documents. Make sure you do the same for your pets. Have all of their 
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In addition to the wondrous beauty, plentiful wildlife and an ac-
tive outdoor lifestyle that you will enjoy in Pagosa Springs, there are 
tremendous opportunities for enriching your life by volunteering in 
the community. No matter what your level of involvement has been 
in the past, you will fi nd wonderful ways to share your interests, 
talents and abilities. 

Pagosa Springs has traditional civic clubs, churches and organi-
zations that you will fi nd in almost every community. There are two 
Rotary clubs that are very active. The churches and nonprofi t com-
munity have a wide variety of projects and activities year-round. 
Loaves and Fishes provides a free hot meal every Thursday with 
different organizations adopting a week of service. Habitat for Hu-
manity builds and renovates homes using both local and national 
volunteers.

There are also multiple organizations supporting Pagosa’s youth. 
Big Brothers Big Sisters provides mentors for boys and girls who 
need an active role model. GECKO (Giving Every Child Knowledge 
of the Outdoors) promotes getting off the couch and getting outside 
and provides scholarships for youth outdoor education. 4-H, Girl 
Scouts and Boy Scouts help keep our youth involved in positive 
activities, including the Archuleta County Fair.

 For our veterans or active military, there are Veterans For Veter-
ans and the American Legion Post 108. 

The Democratic Central Committee and the Republican Women 
meet regularly and are involved in community affairs. 

We also have many volunteer opportunities unique to our area. If 
you like outdoor activities, you can volunteer with clubs like the San 
Juan Outdoor Club, the Pagosa Nordic Club, the Gray Wolves Ski 
Club or the Back Country Horsemen. If you have a love of history, 
you can be a guide with the Chimney Rock Interpretive Association 
for Chimney Rock National Monument, volunteer with the Pagosa 
Springs History Museum (San Juan Historical Society) or be a guide 
at the Fred Harman Art Museum. If you love animals, you can be a 
volunteer at the Humane Society Shelter or Thrift Store, or LASSO 
horse rescue or other organizations. 

In addition to paid professional staff, the Pagosa Fire Protec-
tion District relies heavily on volunteer fi refi ghters. The San Juan 
Mounted Patrol assists with numerous community events and 
emergencies, as does the Sheriff’s Volunteer Patrol. 

To help people who need assistance in our backcountry or with 
emergencies, we have the Upper San Juan Search and Rescue, the 
Mounted Search and the Incident Management Group. 

If the arts are your passion, we have Friends of the Library, Cur-
tains Up Pagosa, the Thingamajig Theatre Company, Pagosa Com-
munity Choir and the Pagosa Springs Community Band. There is a 
garden club, quilting club, archaeology club and homemakers club. 
The Audubon Society has an active presence, as does the League of 
Women Voters and several other women’s groups. 

You can fi nd out more about organizations that interest you on 
the Chamber’s website at www.pagosaspringschamber.com/stay-
connected/community-volunteer-opportunities, or by calling the 
Chamber of Commerce. Volunteering can enrich your life, allow you 
to share your talents and pursue your passions!

Volunteer 
opportunities TWO OLD CROWS

Fine Art •  Jewelry
Furniture • Gifts

“A Fresh Eye 
on Mountain Living”

468 Lewis Street
Downtown Pagosa Springs, Colorado

970.264.0800
www.twooldcrowsps.com



Location
Archuleta County is located in southwest Colorado, 
situated at the junction of U.S. 160 and 84 at an 
elevation of 7,079 feet. The county seat, Pagosa 
Springs, is located 30 miles north of the New 
Mexico border, and 60 miles east of Durango. It is 
also near the Four Corners region where Colorado, 
Utah, New Mexico and Arizona meet.

Physical Description
Archuleta County is comprised of 872,960 acres. 
Only 34 percent of lands in Archuleta County are 
in private ownership. Tribal lands comprise 14.4 
percent of the county. Most of the northern and 
eastern portions of the county (51.6 percent) are 
within the San Juan National Forest. There is a total 
of approximately 2.8 million acres of National Forest 
and Bureau of Land Management surrounding 
Archuleta County.

Population Archuleta County
Source: US Census Bureau State & County QuickFacts

2014 estimate — 12,244

Housing and Income 
Median value owner-occupied housing — $264,300
Households — 5,343
Persons per household — 2.24
Per capita money income — $28,506
Median household income — $48,186
Persons below poverty — 14.7 percent

Geography
Land area (square miles) — 1,350
Persons per square mile — 8.9

Taxes
Sales and User Tax: 2.9 percent state, 4 percent 
county. County sales tax revenue is divided be-
tween county and town.
Lodger’s Tax: A 4.9 percent tax is collected from the 
lodging industry and used for tourism promotion.  
Primary Source of Town & County Revenue: Retail 
sales taxes, property taxes and charges for services.

Government
Town Government: www.pagosasprings.co.gov
Home Rule Municipality
Town council with elected mayor and six council-
ors elected for alternating four-year terms, town 
manager is appointed. Date of incorporation: 1891.
County Government: www.archuletacounty.org.
Three county commissioners elected for alternat-
ing four-year terms.

Media 
Newspaper: The Pagosa Springs SUN 
www.pagosasun.com (970) 264-2100
Radio Stations: KWUF AM-1400, FM-106.1
www.kwuf.com, (970) 264-5983
Television: Cable/Satellite available in certain 
areas. 

Education
District 50 Joint Offi ce (970) 264-2228 
www.mypagosaschools.com
High School (970) 264-2231
Middle School, 5th-6th grades (970) 264-2256
Middle School, 7th-8th grades (970) 264-2794
Elementary (970) 264-2229
The Training Advantage (970) 264-5627
GOAL Academy (877) PRO-GOAL

Utilities
Electric  La Plata Electric Association
 (970) 247-5786, www.lpea.coop
Gas/Natural Black Hills Energy
 (800) 563-0012
Telephone CenturyLink
 (970) 264-0012, www.centurylink.com
Water  Pagosa Area Water & Sanitation
 (970) 731-2691, www.pawsd.org
Sanitation  Pagosa Area Water & Sanitation
 (970) 731-2691, www.pawsd.org
Sanitation  Town of Pagosa Springs, (970) 264-4151 
 www.pagosasprings.co.gov
Trash At Your Disposal (970) 731-4892
 Elite Recycling & Disposal (970) 731-2012
 Waste Management (970) 264-5622
 County Transfer Station, (970) 264-5660

Tourism & Business Development
Pagosa Springs Community Development Corp.
 www.pagosaspringscdc.org
 (970) 264-2360
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of Commerce
 www.pagosaspringschamber.com
 (970) 264-2360, (800) 252-2204
Pagosa Springs Area Tourism
 www.visitpagosasprings.com
 www.explorepagosa.com
Region 9 Economic Development District
 (970) 247-9621, www.scan.org
Fort Lewis College Small Business Development 
 (970) 247-7009
 http://sbdcfortlewis.org/

Related Website Links & Info
Association of Realtors, 
     www.pagosaspringsrealtors.com
Pagosa Lodging Association, 
     www.visitpagosasprings.com
U.S. Postal Service, Hot Springs Boulevard, 
     (970) 264-5440
U.S. Forest Service Pagosa Ranger District Offi ce, 
     (970) 264-2268, www.fs.usda.gov/sanjuan
Colorado State University Extension Offi ce, 
     (970) 264-5931, www.archuleta.colostate.edu
Ruby Sisson Memorial Library, (970) 264-2209, 
     pagosa.colibraries.org
Stevens Field Airport, (970) 731-3060, 
     www.stevensfi eld.com
     AWOS frequency 127.17, (970) 731-0365
     FBO (970) 731-2127
Durango-La Plata County Airport, 
     www.fl ydurango.com  

Road Conditions
Colorado Department of Transportation, 
     (303) 639-1111, www.cotrip.org
Archuleta County Sheriff’s Offi ce Road Report, 
     (970) 264-5555
New Mexico Road Report, (800) 432-4269, 
    www.nmroads.com

About the Area
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Full service banking for your life and business.
 

ALAMOSA  |  CENTER  |  CORTEZ  |  DURANGO  |  PAGOSA SPRINGS  |  SAGUACHE

 MEMBER FDIC • An Equal Housing Lender

970.731.1300  | fswb.com
249 Navajo Trail Drive | Pagosa Springs, Colorado
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LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
SINGLE STREAM CURBSIDE RECYCLE

GARBAGE COLLECTION
COMMERCIAL COLLECTION

Elite Recycling & Disposal
970.731.2012

Please visit our website at elite-recycling.com

Great Prices! 
Even better service! 
Elite makes it Easy!

We’ll take care of your home’s safety so 
you can take care of what matters most.

We have proudly served 
Pagosa Springs and the 
surrounding area since 2002.
• Area’s top security provider
• Professional installation
• Systems designed for your 

lifestyle and needs
• Security systems installed 

starting at $99
• Full service and support

(970)  731-3701
301 N. Pagosa Blvd. Unit B3
www.alarmsystemspagosasprings.com

mtnhpagosa@gmail.com

HOME & BUSINESS ALARMS
SECURITY CAMERAS 

HOME AUTOMATION
FIRE SYSTEMS & MORE

home electronics

An ADT Authorized Dealer
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Motor vehicles
In making your transition from another state to Colorado or from 

another Colorado county, we would like to help in making the regis-

tration of your vehicle as easy as possible. 

Colorado law requires you to register your vehicles, trailers, 

motor homes, heavy equipment, etc. within 30 days of becoming 

a Colorado resident. Unfortunately, the law does not allow you to 

“run” on your out-of-state plates until they expire.

If you are currently a Colorado resident and are just moving here, 

you may call the Archuleta County Clerk’s offi ce and they will help 

you change your registration address so you will receive a renewal 

notice from Archuleta County when your plates expire.

Some of the most obvious reasons that, by law, constitute becom-

ing a resident are: obtaining a Colorado driver’s license, registering 

to vote, enrolling children into school or becoming employed. If 

you are retired and consider this your legal place of residence and 

intend to fi le your federal income tax with a Pagosa Springs address 

as your legal address, you need Colorado plates. 

To obtain Colorado license plates, you will need:

1. A current registration or title from the state you are coming 

from.

2. Proof of Insurance (Must be Colorado).

3. A vehicle identifi cation verifi cation done by any law enforce-

ment offi cer. The sheriff’s offi ce is located in the courthouse (west 

end of the building) and charges $10 (cash or check) for this service.

4. An acceptable form of ID.

Vehicle registration in Colorado is based on the year, weight and 

taxable value of the vehicle, when new. The taxable value is then 

depreciated according to the age of the vehicle. The offi ce is located 

at 449 San Juan St., in the east side of the courthouse. 

The nearest place to obtain a Colorado driver’s license is Du-

rango, approximately 60 miles west of Pagosa Springs. The DMV 

is located at 305 S. Camino del Rio. You may contact their offi ce at 

(970) 247-4591.

Please visit www.archuletacounty.org for more information. For 

any questions you may have, call (970) 264-8350.

Voter registration
You may register to vote or change your address online by visiting 

govotecolorado.com or sos.state.co.us and following the directions 

for Election & Voting. Should you have questions, please call (970) 

264-8331 or (970) 264-8350.

Bringing you news 
of Pagosa Springs 

and Archuleta 
County since 1909.

Town & county governments
Hospital district
Water district
School district

Arts & entertainment
Lifestyle

$35 one year out of county
$25 one year in Archuleta County

Subscribe today! 
(970) 264-2100

Voter & Vehicle
Registration

RELIGIOUS RESOURCES
Ahavat Adonai Messianic Jewish Congregation (970) 946-5262
Amazing Grace Community Church (970) 444-2111
Arboles Baptist Church (970) 883-3630
Calvary Chapel Pagosa (970) 507-0123
Centerpoint Church - SBC (970) 731-2205
Church of Christ - Lewis Street (970) 264-2552
Church of Christ - Community Center (970) 264-4236
Church of His Glory (970) 759-8441
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (970) 731-2623
Community United Methodist Church (970) 264-5508
CrossRoad Christian Fellowship (970) 731-4384
First Assembly of God Church (970) 731-5767
Grace Evangelical Free Church (970) 731-6200
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church (970) 731-5744
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witness (970) 731-5826
Our Savior Lutheran Church - LCMS (970) 731-4668
Pagosa Baptist Church (970) 946-5166
Pagosa Bible Church (970) 731-3120
Pagosa Community of New Thought (970) 749-9020
Pagosah Unitarian Universalist Fellowship (970) 731-7900
Pope John Paul II Catholic Church (970) 731-5744
Restoration Fellowship (970) 731-2937
Saint Patrick’s Episcopal Church (970) 731-5801
Seventh Day Adventist Church (970) 731-1005
Tara Mandala Buddhist Retreat Center (970) 731-3711
Trinity Anglican Church - Orthodox Anglican (970) 759-3845
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Editione

The e-edition is a digital replica of the award-winning Pagosa Springs SUN. Each e-edition 
includes every photograph, story and in-paper advertisement. There’s no need to download 
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