Fire board approves purchases Workforce housing project
Spartan tactical water tenders to replace aging equipment — A9 | Community Development Corporation receives update — A15

PAGOSA SPRINGS, ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLORADO 81147 www.PagosaSUN.com VOLUME 116 — NO. 12, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2023

Old Fashioned
Christmas
Celebration

SUN photos/Randi Pierce

The Christmas spirit took over downtown
Pagosa Springs Saturday evening for the
third annual Old Fashioned Christmas Celebration.
The event featured treats, hot chocolate, activities,
giveaways, holiday lights, a balloon glow and,
of course, a visit from Santa Claus.

Assessor
provides
update on
property tax
changes

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At its Dec. 12 work session, the
Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners (BoCC) heard an up-
date from Archuleta County Assessor
Johanna Tully-Elliott on recent Colo-
rado state property tax legislation,
and its impact on local governments
and residents.

Tully-Elliott explained that the tax
changes include a $15,000 down-
ward value adjustment applied to all
residential property and a $30,000
downward adjustment applied to
commercial property from Colorado
Senate Bill (SB) 22-238, which in-
cludes stipulations for backfill fund-
ing to make up the decrease in tax
revenues for local taxing authorities.

A portion of the backfill funding
from SB 22-238 will come from the
refunds the state is required to give by
the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights (TABOR),
according to the Colorado General
Assembly website.

In addition, according to the Colo-
rado General Assembly website,
the Colorado Legislature passed SB
M See Tax A8

Boards of
health hold
first, last
meetings

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

Seventy-five years of the San Juan
Basin Public Health (SJBPH) Board of
Health (BoH) came to an end at the
board’s final Dec. 14 meeting, and the
Archuleta County Public Health De-
partment (ACPHD) BoH took ts first
steps atits initial meeting on Dec. 12.

Amongthe items on the agenda at
the SJBPH BoH meeting were the
adoption of the updated Public
Health Improvement Plan (PHIP) and
the supplemental budget for 2023.

Interim Director of Epidemiology
and Data Surveillance Samie Ste-
phens presented the PHIP, noting that
M See Meetings A8
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Our VIEW

Warmest wishes for a wonderful holiday

The days are flying by as Christmas
nears and the year draws to a close.

Our presents are wrapped and under
the tree, cookies have been made and
shared, Christmas movies are taking over
our watch list and, once again, we have
failed to send out Christmas cards like
wed hoped to do.

While we're still dreaming of and wait-
ing for a white Christmas and despite
the fact we failed to send out cards, we
feel the holiday spirit more and more
each day.

People are sharing food and gifts with
one another at office potlucks and par-
ties with friends. People are sporting
their most festive clothing and accesso-
ries while running errands, and people
(for the most part) seem a little nicer.

We thank those who have shared with
us at The SUN in the form of Christmas
cards, treats, wishes for a wonderful holi-
day season and more. We also thank the
youngsters, parents and teachers who
shared letters to Santa with us.

Letters to Santa received by The SUN
can be found in this week’s PREVIEW. We
hope you’ll enjoy seeing that the hopes
and questions of children this time of
year have not changed in decades, and it
apparently hasn’t gotten easier to be nice
to siblings. (And, if you, like some in our
office, don’'t know what a Squishmallow

is — it’s a soft, very squishy plush that
comes in more than 1,000 varieties.)

The Christmas spirit could also be felt
at Saturday’s Old Fashioned Christmas.

This event began in 2021 with a
simple purpose — to bring the com-
munity together to celebrate the spirit
of the holiday season despite COVID-19
limiting indoor gatherings.

And that’s exactly what we continue
to see each year. Businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals gather and give of
their time not to sell you something or
raise funds, but to just be a community.

It brought tears to our eyes to see
children run up and hug Santa as he got
out of the wagon that delivered him to
the Visitor Center, and we enjoyed see-
ing families and friends taking photos
together and spending time together as
they made their way around the event.

It was evident that youngsters were
having fun decorating cookies and
running around with glow sticks and
lighted rings, and the scavenger hunt
was once again popular, as were the
Pagosa Springs ornaments that were
being given out.

We offer a sincere thank you to every-
one who helped put on the event, those
who adopted segments and everyone
who bundled up to take part and enjoy
an evening amid the lights downtown.

L.OOKING BACK

The end of an era

We're also moving into the holiday
stretch mindful of the fact that how
public health services will be provided
is changing within Archuleta County for
the first time in 75 years.

As of Dec. 31, San Juan Basin Public
Health (SJBPH) will close its doors. On
Jan. 1, 2024, the Archuleta County De-
partment of Public Health will take over
providing important services within our
county.

Archuleta County has worked hard to
put the right people into place to launch
its public health services following the
dissolution of SJBPH, and we’re grateful
for those who stuck with SJBPH until the
end for the sake of those who need the
department’s services.

We appreciate and commend the hard
work of all those involved in helping the
transition of services to be as seamless
as possible.

As Commissioner Warren Brown
stated at the final meeting of the SJBPH
Board of Health, “Thank you for partner-
ing with us for 75 years, thank you for
leading us for 75 years and thank you
for making our communities better for
75 years.”

We wish you all a merry Christmas (or
what holiday you may observe).

Randi Pierce

From the Dec.
21,1972
Pagosa SUN
— HERE HE
COMES! -
Head Start
students
watch the
approach of
Santa Claus
with various
expressions.
Santa Claus
visited the
Head Start
students this
Monday night
and distrib-
uted gifts and
visited the
children. His
visit followed
a program of
songs by the
students. A
large crowd of
parents was
present for the
program.
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Date HighLow  Precipitation
Type Depth Moisture

1213 38 28 - - -
1214 38 29 41 NA NA
1215 41 19 - - -
1216 46 14 - - -
1217 49 16 - - -
1218 50 20 - - -
1219 51 20 - - -
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LEGACIES

By Shari Pierce

100 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
December 21, 1923

A new sewage drain trench is being
dug from the Triangle park corner west
on San Juan street to McCabe creek under
the supervision of Street Commissioner
Fred Arnold. Twenty-four inch galva-
nized pipe will be laid therein and the
sewage, which is now running south on
Fifth street to the San Juan river, will be
diverted to the other stream in order to
prevent the present frequent stoppage.
The route is on the state highway and the
pipe is being donated by the state and
county, while thelabor is being furnished
by the town.

Ollie Minium has leased the J.B.
Moore sawmill from the estate, and last
week moved the outfit from Kearns to
Pagosa Springs, where it was unloaded
from the cars Saturday. It is now being
moved to the Jake Bramwell ranch south
of town, where it will be set up and op-
erated until the Bramwell timber is cut
and sawed.

There is no change in the diphtheria
situation in the lower part of the county
since our last issue, other than that the
Arboles school re-opened Monday as
scheduled.

75 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
December 24, 1948

The La Plata Electric Assn., familiarly
known as the REA, this week completed the
construction of a new high voltage trans-
mission line from The Colorado Power
Co. plant in Durango to Pagosa Springs.
The line was hooked in on Tuesday of this
week and the local plant is now acting as a
voltage corrector for the system.

Theline came from Durango via Ignacio
and Bayfield, energizing the rural service
hookups along the way. The electricity is
transmitted at high voltage to the Pagosa
Springs sub-station, located at the power
plant, and is transformed there for use in
this area.

Construction was started on the line this
past spring and the work has been under
the supervision of D.W. Montgomery and
Earl McCoy. It is anticipated that this new
line will give the rural users and the people
of this community power that is not subject
to as large a variation as it has been in the
past.

50 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
December 20, 1973

A large star will be lighted on Reser-
voir Hill this Friday night and will be on
at night during the Christmas season. The
star is sponsored by the Beta Sigma Phi
sororities.

It was a construction project of the
welding classes in the local school under
the direction of Worthe Crouse. It stands as
high as the water tank on Reservoir Hill and
should be visible for many miles.

The star was not only constructed by the
students, but was also wired and erected by
the classes. Several weeks of work upon the
part of the students and Mr. Crouse have
gone into the decoration. It will be the
only major decoration visible from town
and town residents should be able to see
it clearly.

That big pile of snow up on Wolf Creek
Pass isn’t adding up as fast this winter as it
does most years. Through Tuesday morn-
ing of this week the grand total snowfall to
date was 102 inches.

This is much more than any other
highway pass or ski area in Colorado has
received this year, but is quite a bit below
average.

25 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
December 24, 1998

Pagosa Springs trustees made a move
Tuesday designed to provide the town of
Pagosa Springs with current or near-cur-
rentlevels of sales tax revenues in the event
thatalong-standinglegal action seeking to
restructure the distribution of a 4 percent
sales tax now equally shared by town and
county is successful.

The trustees passed Ordinance 516
Tuesday to counter one of the possible
outcomes of alegal action begun in 1995 by
a group known as the “County Road Users
Association” That group attempted to initi-
ate a ballot measure in Archuleta County
that called for the redistribution of county
sales tax proceeds.

The net effect of the redistribution called
for in the proposed ballot initiative would
have been to give the county three of the 4
percent of sales tax revenues collected and
distributed in Archuleta County, with the
stipulation that the county direct specified
amounts of the revenues to road improve-
ment and maintenance operations.



Thursday, December 21, 2023 — The Pagosa Springs SUN — A3

A

Letters

Letters to the Editor are print-
ed as received and are not edited
for grammar or punctuation, but
may have been edited for content
or style.

Letters to the Editor are opin-
ions and information in them
has not been verified for ac-
curacy.

The opinions of letter writers
do not necessarily represent those
of the paper.

Dear Santa

Dear Editor:

Dear Santa,

I hope I am writing in the Nick of
time to reach you.

I know you are busy, so I will get
to the point- We need to chill out!

Our climate is warming- 2023 is
the warmest year in recorded history.”

Our friend Frosty needs help in
gaining girth and maintaining his
cool form.

A snow-laughing matter. We need
to put a freeze on greenhouse gasses.

Colorado is a popular destination
for outdoor activity.

Low snowpackin Colorado means
less tourist dollars in our economy.

And less melt in the spring to fill
reservoirs for our farmers and ranch-
ers.

Reindeers need winter feed from
good hay crop yields.

Please spruce up our mountains
with long-term colder temperatures
to kill pine-beetles.

We love our state’s outdoor scenic
beauty, and dead trees don't cut it.

Increased years of drought and
heat means drier vegetation.

W& Letters

The SUN welcomes letters from
readers.

Please submit to:
PO Box 9,
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

e-mail:
editor@pagosasun.com

All letters must:

be submitted electronically in a
format that can be copied and
pasted, must not be in all capitals

include the author’s actual name,
phone number and address

be 500 words or less

be received by The SUN by noon
on Tuesday (deadline may move
up due to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per
month per letter writer.

If necessary, only one letter
pertaining to a candidate or
political issue will be printed in
each edition up to three weeks prior
to the election.

Letters quoting other people must
contain proper attribution.

There is no guarantee letters will be
published.

The SUN generally does not edit
letters, but reserves the right to do
so.

¢
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Enjoy delicious oven-fresh pizza
and your favorite brews on tap.

And more frequent wildfires.

And a whole domino effect of
health & economic costs to taxpayers.

Please sleigh emissions so we can
reach a sustainable and stable cli-
mate.

Nix the coal this year. Even for us
not-so-good folks. We have cleaner
energy sources.

Please thank the House of Repre-
sentatives for their bipartisan Climate
Solutions Caucus! And their Conser-
vative Climate Caucus!

Please tap Rep Lauren Boebert to
join colleagues for conservative solu-
tion climate legislation in 2024.

Ones that are free market based,
industry friendly, create jobs, and
with limited government.

Brrr-iliant climate policy solutions
exist!

Flaking out is not an option.

Cold shoulder treatment is fine for
temperatures, just not for addressing
the issue.

Hoping you deliver presents that
a provide chilly reception to our
warming concerns.

Susan Atkinson
Durango
Does anyone want
a king?
Dear Editor:

Anybody else totally blown away
by how many Americans are willing
to dump their voting and Consti-
tutional rights for the prospect of
a Trump dictatorship? So, who'’s
in this group, well, they say they're
‘conservatives. Gosh, the dictionary
says that word means ‘preserving’
not throwing rights away.

Everyone knows Trump was a
multiple draft dodger, now we know
that he kept copies of Hitler’s speech-
es by his bed and is currently using
them in his rants and yet many of his
supporters are veterans???

So far this same group of ‘conser-
vatives’ is around 90%+ white . First,
their conundrum...what to do w/
roughly 30% of the U.S. who aren’t
white! Seriously what to do about a
Black/Hispanic who votes for him
are they American toooo? No matter
how you twist it, MAGA is a losing
racial, political & national cause. And
anyone thinking they can snug-up
in Idaho, Wyoming, Montana, or the
Dakota’s forget it...the Billionaires
have already moved in...you can’t
afford it.

Yes, these ‘wannabe’ conserva-
tives are also mostly Republican. A
party that in the past had national
value as a true force for defense &
fiscal Conservatism? And what'’s with
the number of lawyers involved in
Donald’s schemes...didn’t they take
an oath to uphold the law...is it the
money...must be a lawyer joke.

I've read many efforts trying to
explain the ‘why-and-wherefore, but
got no answer just a question...why
would any group think of themselves
as the true patriots while knowingly
destroy their nation. They're not all
drinking the “Kool-aid,” so what does
Donald say to motivate these ‘con-
servatives?’ Well, we have heard him
clearly & repeatedly say he’s going to
be a dictator, ‘destroy’ his opponents
and get rid of the vermin (Hitler said

L/
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==z TAPROOM <<=

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs & our Veterans
always receive 20% off!

175 PAGOSA STREET « 11 AMTO 9 PM DAILY
Order On Line: MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

that) what next Brownshirt-type
thugs to keep his order. “Everybody
needs to believe what he says,” Cassi-
dy Hutchinson, Trump’s White House
Chief-of-Staff’s main assistant.”
News Flash...Donald’s dad always
told him he’d be a King; he believes it!
Does anyone, besides Donald, actu-
ally want a King?
Dave Blake

Right-to-die case
Dear Editor:

The “Right-to-Die” Revisited

On December 4, 2023, MSNBC
Films aired Nick Capote’s documen-
tary “Between Life & Death: Terri
Shiavo’s Story.” As a lawyer seeking
to remove Terri’s feeding tube in
the year 2000, my memory is sorely
prompted. Internationally acclaimed,
fostering Culture Wars, this “right-
to-die”’case provoked substantial
American political involvement.
Florida Courts including the Supreme
Court; Federal Courts; Governor Jeb
Bush; Florida State Legislature; and
the President of the United States,
George W. Bush, were all engaged.

Personally, this case changed my
life! Currently, the documentary is
triggering a phenomenon of notable
self-reflection. As a mature, woman
lawyer who works with financial
matters, real property, and estate
planning for clients, my direct partici-
pation in the “Schiavo” case, and now
as the matter is revisited through the
contemporary documentary, my self-
discovery is enhanced through fun-
damental and imperishable insight.

The following is a memo I wrote
immediately after the first trial.

Walking out of the courtroom in
February 2000, I was attacked by
both bitter and sweet emotions. My
law partner husband and I had pre-
sented an excellent case and since
the other side had not, I expected to
win. The judge would render his deci-
sion within a week. The sweetness of
winning subsided as a bitter taste told
me that something wasn't right. This
case should never have come here. It
should never be in court. I thought.

Excusing myself, I entered the
safety of the women’s restroom down
the hall from the courtroom where
I had spent the previous week. Two
couches filled the lobby area. I sat on
the sofa in front of a Ficus tree. Most
onlookers had left the courthouse.
The trial was held in the historic

courthouse due to lack of space in
the new Clearwater, Florida court
facilities.

What have I done? I believe in al-
lowing Terri to die. She’s suffered
in a Persistent Vegetative State for
10 years! But. fighting in court is all
wrong.

The dispute between Terri Schia-
vo’s husband/guardian, and her
family is mounting. Winning in
Court disregarded, and dishonored
the parents. Resentment carries the
family to war.

I felt tortured. Courts are estab-
lished to resolve conflict, not gen-
erate it. As an Officer of the Court,
obliged to follow the rules, I feel that
I helped generate the conflict.

Thoughts plagued me. There must
be another way.

“You need some time. You need
to think,” I said to the weary face in
the mirror.

Now, more than twenty years
later, at this time of overt national
and world-wide conflict, the sparking
of more cultural incitement at home
troubles my sense of peace. [became
a Certified Mediator, wrote a book,
formed The Institute for Peaceful
Solutions, and presently support End
of Life Options. What now?

Could our community work to-
gether?

We are experiencing the longest
night, the Solstice. We welcome the
light. HOPE lives in the light.

Respectfully submitted,
Constance d’Angelis

Gas prices
Dear Editor:

Beenreading the rumblings in the
newspaper, Commissioner Brown
stating a few months ago about his
personal concern over the high gas
prices here and that he was going to
go to Denver to see what could be
done about it. O Brother!

This week reading in the paper
about the new mob group that is
forming or has formed to inveigh
(protest and complain forcefully)
about the gas prices and what, make
gas retailers lower their prices?

A social organization in which
goods are held in common is called
communism.

We're American here! If you don’t
like the gas prices listed in one place,
go somewhere else! use your City
W See Letters A4

Custom
Builders

Our local in-house energetic and experienced
team, with New Zealander Dan Aitken at
the helm, have a broad skill set and the equipment to keep up with Quality and

also Timing-logistics with full Integration of trades producing a higher seamless
standard of build. Let us handle your project from vision — design — planning —
reality. We pride ourselves on transparency to our clients throughout the process,
establishing long-lasting friendships in our small mountain town.
Established and Insured
Call Dan at 970-799-6278 for more information.

42Belowconstructioncompany@gmail.com - Media source: Instagram 42below_construction_co
Located at 91 Stevens Lake Road, Pagosa Springs, Colorado

Happy Hour!
25% oft

At the Bar Stools Only
Tuesday - Friday 4-5:30 pm

Make your reservation at
exploretock.com/alleyhousegrille

ALLEY HOUSE
G R | L L E
The Patio | The Lounge | The Grille

Open Tuesday - Sunday 4pm - 9pm
Happy Hour Tuesday - Friday 4pm-5:30pm at the Bar Stools

(970) 264-0999 | 214 Pagosa St, Pagosa Springs | AlleyHouseGrille.com
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Scarves
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carhartt
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Apparel

Give the gift of
fashion & function!

work
& play‘

*Regular price, string hght

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, dlscounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

See our ads on TerrysACE.com

Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup
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A Fyrniture
Department

In-stock

o

» e

SAVE $5 O -

men’s & women'’s

Waterproof e Insulated

Holiday Hours

Sunday, Dec. 24th
8a.m.to 1 p.m.
Christmas Day: Closed

Incandescent
String Lights

final sale
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Hammond's
Holiday Sweets

s not included

525 Navajo Trail Drive « 731-4022

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 - Sat 8-5 « Sun 9-4
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Mkt. card. It’s called choice shopping
wisely and American freedom!

We that have without unrest hap-
pily lived here the longest know of
the long known and acceptable and
healthy tourist town dynamic that
has always and still offers various
prices at various locations for various
reasons and that in my opinion are
economically beneficially keeping
to tourist town prices as is their right
and privilege as it is for every single
business that operates here.

But to form a mob to go and try to
go force private business to your
ideal of fair pricing, good grief Charlie
Brown!

First of all, you freely moved to a
tourist town with tourist prices that you
inparthelpedraise higher and increase
with your freedom of choice lifestyle,
and while gas hikes are counted in
dimes those other now-higherin com-
parison rates caused by inflationary
population growth are counted in
thousands. And its’ okay for you to buy
and pay millions for your house but
now you think it's not okay for those
businesses to choose to stay to the
elevated-rates that you helped drive
up? Now cry babying about paying
more pennies for your gas?

Now this new anarchy pitchfork
and axes mob group instead of stating
this mob ideal as their own now drags
the poor populace of Pagosa into it. (I
read itin the newspaper) all presum-
ably so hapless now having to pay
more pennies for their gas that they
won’tbe able to do anything; buy gas
work or get anywhere.

Whatever! Painting us so pootly...

Have the courage you few com-
plainers to own this fractious fracas
as your own personal agenda and
without dragging “the (hapless) resi-
dent’s living below the poverty line
here” into it by attributing this woe to
them to make it look like humanitar-
ian work on your part.

We don’t care a whit for your kind
of charity idealism nor do we go along
fighting every pennies hike when we
are accustomed to rate hikes of lei-
sure industry visiting the attractions
seeing the sights life. And still, here
you are milking the rising expense
system and trying to subject the
masses to Communalism to make
local gas more affordable to you.

Carmen Ferguson

Pagosa
Community
Initiative
Dear Editor:

Dear Pagosa Community,

Thope this message finds you well.
I am writing on behalf of the Pagosa
Community Initiative, a vital agency
in our community that has been mak-

inga significantimpact on the lives of
Pagosa families.

A

Pagosa Community Initiative, a
one-stop shop, and our local Fam-
ily Resource Center, is committed to
providing essential family resource
connections and case management
services throughout Archuleta Coun-
ty. Our range of programs extends
from aiding families in need during
the Holiday Season with Food Box
giveaways and Toys for Tots to run-
ning year-round youth and family
development programs.

Last year alone, our family-fo-
cused initiatives touched the lives of
over 180 families, ensuring that those
facing challenges had the support
they needed. Our after-school and
summer programs, accommodating
the school district calendar, played a
crucial role in providing childcare for
parents, with 80% of the participants
receiving scholarships. In 2022, we
served 185 students in our youth
programming, awarding $60,000 in
scholarships to at-risk and under-
served youth.

Additionally, our community
makers space downtown serves as
a hub for learning and community-
building opportunities, benefiting all
residents of Archuleta County.

As a 501(c)3 nonprofit organiza-
tion, Pagosa Community Initiative
relies on the support of generous
partners from the community and
grants to cover various costs, includ-
ing scholarships for underserved
youth in our programs. Your support
will contribute to covering expenses
such as program development/
implementation, maintaining qual-
ity staff in all programs, providing
materials and snacks for the youth
programs, and facilitating transpor-
tation for these essential initiatives.

A thriving community begins with
its members; your support will un-
doubtedly make a lasting impact. By
joining us, you can play a pivotal role
in fostering a stronger, more support-
ive community for all.

We kindly request your supportin
our mission to continue making a
positive difference in the lives of
Pagosa families. If you require any
additional information or wish to
discuss this further, please contact us
atdirector@pagosacommunityinitia-
tive.org or make a donation today at
https://www.pagosacommunityini-
tiative.org/donate.

Thank you for considering our
request, and we look forward to help-
ing our local community for years to
come.

Sincerely,

Jenna Gannon

executive director

Pagosa Community Initiative

Opinions
Dear Editor:

In response to Charles Newtons
letter-

Letters to the editor are inherently

based on...opinion. Even the verylarge
heading of this section in the Pagosa
Sunis...OPINION. Opinions are biased
based on whose opinions they are. We
are not journalists, simply people with
a point of view and gratitude for the
ability to express those in a public fo-
rum. And often, another writer’s biases
can lead us to investigate things that
our own biases would never anticipate.
Hurrah for a free press!

Cathlynn Groh

Santa Fe, N.M.

Essential services

Dear Editor:

After several trips to our local Post
Office recently, it appeared to me that
the postal workers are overwhelmed
with holiday packages and mail dur-
ing the holiday period. Most patrons
were patient and respectful of the
wait, some were not. Our community
has grown exponentially over the last
couple years and unfortunately our
service industry has not caught up.
We are Blessed beyond measure to
live in this beautiful community as
we are Blessed to have such dedicated
people in our post office, fire, police,
EMS, hospital, clinics, gas, electric,
phone, internet, water and waste wa-
ter departments.They keep this town
and county running no mater what the
weather throws at them. As you drive
thru town some evening and are awed
by the beautiful Christmas lights give
thanks to the dedicated Pagosa Town
Parks personnel for the awesome job.
This Christmas be kind and respect-
ful to each other and thankful you are
spending it God’s Kingdom.

G. Margiotta

Sheltering the
homeless

Dear Editor:

Did you know that 10,397 people
were homeless in Colorado in 2022.
That is 17.8 in 10,000 people in the
general population. Did you know
that the average temperature in
Pagosa Springs during the months
of December, January and February
is about 17 degrees. That is too cold
for anyone without a home. Cur-
rently there is no system in place in
our county that offers the homeless
person or family a warm place to
stay for the night. I am encouraging
the creation of a new mindset that
is both fearless and compassionate.
Let’s open our hearts during the cold
winter nights and find solutions to
the lack of shelter for the homeless.
Churches, county buildings and
businesses, if you have vestibules,
separate rooms that can be locked
after hours and heated during the
night, this could serve as a nighttime
shelter. Residents, if you have empty
trailers, sheds, spare rooms, rooms
over a garage or garage space with
spare bedding or any other manner

Obituaries

Lenore Bright

Lenore Bright passed away at age
92. She served as director of the Ruby
Sisson Library for 22 years. She was
instrumental in funding and build-
ing the library. Lenore also started
the Archuleta Adults Reading Center.

Bright served on state and national
library boards. Previously, she taught
second grade and college art classes.
Lenore is survived by two sons, a
daughter and two grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her
husband of 62 years, Gilbert Hill
Bright.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to
the Sisson Library or the charity of
your choice.

Allen Stella Quick-

Carter

Allen Stella Quick-Carter, 88 years
of age, passed away (gained her wings
and went to live with Jesus), on Tues-
day, Dec. 5, 2023, at her daughter’s
home in Rio Rancho, N.M. Stella was

born in Wagon
Mound, N.M,,
in 1935. Her
family moved
to San Jon,
N.M., in 1949.
She and
Dad, Otis
Quick, raised
their children
knowing of the love of Christ and the
sacrifice given freely so we can have
eternal life. For that, we are so very
grateful knowing and accepting the
peace and joy of eternal life. Stella is
bestknown for herlove of God, family,
life and nature; a sense of humor that
never stopped; marathon shopping
sprees; and the strongest work ethic
of all time. Her integrity was impec-
cable. She retired from Purolator
Courier while living in San Jon, N.M.,
and from Archuleta County Center in
Pagosa Springs, Colo. She and her late
husband, Frank Carter, lived in Pagosa
Springs, Colo., for the last 26 years.

Stellawas preceded in death by her

parents, Juan Tobias, and Serafina
Garcia; her siblings, Louise Hill, Flam-
ina Angel and Jose Tobias Garcia; her
spouses, Otis Quick and Frank Carter;
her daughter, Catherine Paralee I, and
son Perry; daughter-in-law Cindy
Quick; son-in-law Keith Williams;
grandchildren Haily Box and Sharmin
Rodriguez; and great-grandchildren
Kris Byer and Melanie Hayden.

Stella is survived by her children
and their spouses: John and Bonna
Quick, Otis and Delores Quick, Connie
Williams, Lee and Dedra Quick, David
and Amy Quick, Catherine QuickII; 31
grandchildren; 73 great-grandchildren;
and 42 great-great-grandchildren. We
will see you again, Mom.

Her family invites you to a grave-
side service on Dec. 29 at 11 a.m. at
Sandia Memory Garden (9500 San
Pedro Drive NE), Albuquerque, N.M.
There will be a memorial service
in Pagosa Springs, Colo., in the late
spring or summer for those unable
to attend at this time. Details to be
determined.

of shelter, please consider making it
available. In addition to shelter, you
may also give a person in need food,
warm clothes, socks, gloves, blankets,
money for a hotel, a ride to a shelter,
abus pass, a hot shower, etc. Contact

Al Taxi

970-585-4903

Fully licensed and insured!

Kristen Roth @ 970-903-3900 or kris- s hili
tenrothO@gmail.com to collaborate Rehablllt‘Y Smoke-free vehicles! (éourtesy
on more ideas and actions. Matters: [ ocal discount system- just ask! ounts!
Kristen Roth . .
8am-8pm daily or by appointment!
The power of love PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985
versus hatred

Dear Editor:

I'hear God crying, so much hatred
in our world today, fueled by greed,
jealousy, and those who are “power
hungry” I know God is trying to bring
goodness to the front of our lives, but
he truly needs us to search our souls
for the truth. I do not answer any
“polls” ever, but rather think for my-
self, search for the truth in all things,
which mustinclude the ingredient of
love with hatred locked out.

So, I say to our young folks. What
doyouhonor?Ibegin with our “politi-
cians” Are you attracted to arrogance
of speech or to those who speak with
knowledge and experience iced with
humility and love ? We need to be seri-
ous about who we elect to any office.
Ask ourselves, do they project honesty
and love or greed and hatred? Do they
have a record of service to others or is
their history mostly chuck full of things
for their own benefit?

Folks, all ages, let’s get serious.
Study the issues and let love be
the secret ingredient of your votes.
Love is more powerful than hatred
if we promote it and God will cry no
more! Let’s make this a truly Merry
Christmas, living our lives with God’s
love as the major ingredient of our

GO
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The journey matters—
let Hart Custom Builders
guide the way

+ Fine Custom Homes
« Commercial and

Municipal Buildings
* Infrastructure

Custom Builders, LLC

b 4

Serving:

Pagosa Springs, Bayfield,
Durango, South Fork,
and surrounding areas

Follow Hart on Facebook
@HartCustomBuilders

thoughts.
Let's wipe away Golgiasttt;iifrifl’e?slf)il 250 Pagosa Street - (970) 264-0110 + hartbuilders.com
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GETYOUR 2024 GUN RAFFLE CALENDAR TODAY!

Only one thousand calendars to be sold,

chance to win one gun per week (52 guns in 2024)

‘Watch for our
ann\lal banquet
in Spring 2024! |
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Hollday Packsm i

Make your holiday hosting easy!

1. Brisket, Turkey,
Sausage Pack*

i W 2. Spiral-Cut Ham Pack*
3. Smoked Turkey .

S Uﬁ E T@P Breast Pack* ""'“._)gg |

i 4. Prime Rib Pack* %

“?";‘ B AR _B _OUE *includes four 1 quart sides, see
|

website for complete package.
W .
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Support your local San Juan Gobblers Chapter
of the National Wild Turkey Federation.
Purchase your calendar at Square Top Bar-B-Que.

|
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I Texas Bar-B-Que events & parties at
|

’, [M’ﬁ ‘Located at the Golf Club il
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*“”“‘ New Winter Hours:
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Adventure Rafftle winners announced

By Mary Jo Coulehan
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of
Commerce

Christmas presents came early to
five participants of the Chamber’s
Adventure Package Raffle.

This year, the raffle consisted of
five prizes in partnership with local
and regional businesses.

The lucky winners announced
were Shaunna Duvett, winner of the
Kona Mt. E-Bike; William Flannagan,
winner of the Alpacka Raft and guid-
ed fishing trips; Mimi Kupec, winner
of the $1,000 shopping spree to Ski
and Bow Rack; and Richard Chang
and Terri Montoya, each winners of
the Wolf Creek Ski Area passes and

year pass to The Springs Resort pack-
age. The winners are also announced
on the home page of the Chamber’s
website.

The drawingwas held on Saturday,
Dec. 16, at the Old Fashioned Christ-
mas event. Congratulations to all the
winners and thank you to all who
participated and wanted to win one
of these fabulous prizes. This raffle
would not have been possible with-
out the participation of our business
community.

2024 Chamber board

nominees announced

The slate of candidates for the
Chamber Board of Directors for 2024
has been announced.

Six candidates have agreed to run
for the position of Chamber Board of
Directors and will complete a three-
year term. Of the six candidates,
three will be elected by the Chamber
membership.

The candidates are Billy Cotts,
business owner; Kirsten Derr, doc-
tor of optometry; Ricardo Martinez,
clinic manager; Annie Sewell, busi-
ness owner; Loren Talley, business
owner; and Davilyn Valdez, co-owner
of a business.

The voting has opened up to the
Chamber membership businesses
and will be open to voting until Jan.
19, 2024. Each Chamber member
business will be allowed one ballot.
That ballot consists of voting for up

Photo courtesy Greg Dykstra

The winners of the Wolf Creek Gun and Bow Association’s Red Ryder BB gun giveaway were announced at
last weekend’s Old Fashioned Christmas Celebration. From left are recipient John Linzalone, association
president JoAnn Pogreba-Dykstra and recipient Jon Easling.

Pagosa Springs Community Development Corporation
approved as Enterprise Zone contribution project

Region 9 Economic Development District of Southwest Colorado

The Pagosa Springs Community Development Corpo-
ration (PSCDC) was approved in November for a new
Enterprise Zone contribution project by the Colorado
Economic Development Commission (EDC).

The new five-year projects is to support affordable
housing and workforce development projects in Pagosa
Springs and Archuleta County. This designation allows
donors of $250 or more to claim a 25 percent state tax
credit and a 12.5 percent state tax credit on in-kind dona-
tions. This creditis in addition to the federal tax deduction
for contributing to any 501(c)(3) organization.

“The shortage of workforce and housing is heavily im-
pacting Pagosa Springs and Archuleta County businesses.
Some of our key employers cannot recruit staff due to the
lack of housing inventory. This in turn compounds the
other side of the equation — shortage in the workforce.
The Pagosa Springs Community Development Corporation
will be increasing affordable housing over the next four
years with a plan to build 35 new homes in the market.
The CDC is working with local education organizations to

grow our own talent while we build new housing. We are
encouraged by the ongoing development and utilization
of this EZ project. The CDC will be able to increase the af-
fordable homes and create new opportunities for upskilling
our workforce. This will impact our businesses and grow
our community in a healthy direction. PSCDC is the eco-
nomic development agency for Archuleta County and the
Town of Pagosa Springs. Our role is to create a sustainable
community with housing, workforce and broadband that
withstand any obstacle. To assistin a vibrant economy and
help businesses to thrive,” commented Emily Lashbrooke,
executive director of the PSCDC.

There are currently 32 Enterprise Zone projects des-
ignated in Southwest Colorado, including a current En-
terprise Zone project to support the PSCDC organization.
The current project expires Dec. 31, 2023.

Alist of eligible Enterprise Zone projects and program
information is available at www.region9edd.org/contri-
bution-tax-credits.

For more information about the PSCDC or to donate
to either project, please contact Lashbrooke at emily@
pagosaspringscdc.org.

Mountain Express Transit receives state
recognition for accommodating senior ridership

Archuleta County

The Archuleta County Mountain
Express Transit (MET) received rec-
ognition from the State Unit on Aging
(SUA) for exceptional work due to its
increase in services to the county,
particularly for local seniors.

The evaluation states a “strength”
by the MET for adding five new stops
this year and “meeting the needs of
older adults getting around the com-
munity.”

The evaluation results are from an
annual on-site assessment complet-
ed in October of this year by the SUA’s
Division of Aging and Adult Services.
Areas of the evaluation are governed

by the Older Americans Act and State
Funding for Senior Services programs
operated by or under contract with
the San Juan Basin Area Agency on
Aging (AAA).

Region 9 AAA Director Christine
Knoell monitors state funding and
its distribution, requests for reim-
bursement, and service contracts
throughout the region.

Knoell explained the evaluation
tackles many objectives such as
checking records, insurance, com-
pliance and background checks,
and anti-discrimination, ensuring
proper policies and/or procedures
are in place.

“The MET was found to be one of

the region’s top strengths,” stated
Knoell.

In 2023, Transportation Coordina-
tor Kevin Bruce worked side by side
with both drivers and ridership for
new ways to best benefit the com-
munity. The new stops include the
Cloud Cap Avenue and Sundown
Circle intersection, Cloud Cap/Park
Avenue intersection, Park and Eagle’s
Loft Circle intersection, the Pagosa
Lakes Property Owners Association
Rec Center, and Nick’s Hangar on
County Road 600/Piedra Road.

Just last week, the MET received
another new stop located at Aspen
Village Center and Cornerstone
W See Recognition A6

Straightforward Estate Planning
Wills o Trusts

Charlotte P. Yochem, Attorney*
charlotte@yochemlaw.com o 512-529-6288
southwestestateplanningltd.com

Pagosa Springs, Colorado

*Licensed to Practice Law in Colorado and Texas )

to three of the six candidates. Should
more candidates be selected on the
ballot than allowed, the ballot will \_
be invalidated. Should a business
cast more than one ballot, the second
ballot will be invalidated.

The range of experience and busi-
ness type associated with this year’s
slate of candidates is varied. The
Chamber organization feels it is im-
portant to have arange of businesses
represented on the board of directors,
which is made up of nine directors.

Each year, three board members
rotate off the board and three mem-
bers join the board and then serve
for a three-year term. While not all
business sectors are represented each
year, the various industries are well-
represented and include lodging,
service, nonprofit, retail, financial
and food service.

It is important that when voting
for a candidate that it is not only that
you know the person, but what they
represent in their experience or busi-
ness sector.

Many candidates have a variety of
business experiences, making their
business contribution to the Cham-
ber board very important. These
members help represent the voice of
the business community and are a
liaison to the Chamber staff.

To vote for in this year’s Chamber
board election, visit the Chamber’s
website at www.pagosachamber.
com. Click on the voting graphic on
the home page. Thatlink will take you
to the voting form and informational
description on the candidates. Please
take time to read the interesting bios
on all the candidates.

Complete the voting form and
remember, only one ballot per busi-
ness and vote for up to three individu-
als. Ifyou have several businesses that
are registered Chamber members,
each business has one ballot. Itis im-
portant that, as a Chamber member,
you participate in this voting process.
These people help represent the busi-
ness community.

Should you have any questions
about the process, please contact the
Chamber at (970) 264-2360.
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CHRISTMA

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

May you enjoy all the
delightful sights and sounds
of the season!

Call 970-731-4554 to schedule
your FREE hearing check

Ears 2 U
Hearing Aid Center

190 Talisman Rd. Ste. C-3
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Call 970-731-4554 to schedule your appointment
coloradohearingaid.com

e

From all of us at PSMC, have a
safe and happy holiday season.

The Primary Care Clinic and Outpatient Services
will be closed on Monday, December 25th.
We will reopen on Tuesday, December 26th to serve you.

The Emergency Department is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

e,
— e

paGOsa sprINGs | First-Class Care, Close To Home
\ Medical Center | 970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org |3 )
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El Pomar Foundation’s Colorado Assistance
Fund distributes $1.75 million in 2023

El Pomar Foundation

Through an allocation of its Colo-
rado Assistance Fund (CAF), El
Pomar Foundation and its trustees
have approved $1,750,000 in grants
to be distributed to nonprofits around
Colorado before the end of 2023.

This activation of CAF was in re-
sponse to nonprofit organizations
across Colorado facing a multitude
of growing challenges, including
workforce shortages, declines in
donations, high inflation, economic
uncertainty, and continued impacts
of COVID-19 causing high leader-
ship/staff turnover and burnout.

The funds are intended to support
nonprofits for things such as staff
well-being and development, organi-
zational strategic planning, program
assessments, and other operational
needs to bolster nonprofit staff and
leadership across Colorado.

This is the 10th time El Pomar
Foundation has activated its CAE In
the past, the CAF was activated in five
phases between 2008 and 2012 during
and in the aftermath of the 2008 finan-
cial crisis, and again in four phases in
2020 and 2021 during the COVID-19
pandemic. Sinceits first activation, the
CAF has now distributed more than
$10 million in grants to nonprofits.

“With the higher cost of opera-
tions and domino effect of inflation
impacting charitable giving, along
with a variety of workforce chal-
lenges, we know that nonprofits
are experiencing more of an uphill
climb right now,” said Kyle H. Hybl,
El Pomar president and CEO. “Many
organizations are asking critical oper-
ational questions and re-strategizing
to adjust to the current landscape,
so we wanted to proactively support
these efforts”

During this mostrecent activation
of the CAF, recommendations came
from El Pomar’s trustees, staff and
regional councilmembers around the

Photo courtesy RG BANK

RG BANK, Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library Foundation and library representatives pose with a check for
$25,000 donated by the bank for the capital campaign to renovate and expand the library. From left to right are
Shon Davis, bank president; Tiffany Martin, Pagosa Springs branch manager and loan officer; Cindi Galabota,
foundation executive director; Jason Cox, bank board of directors member; and Meg Wempe, library director.

Colorado releases five wolves transplanted from Oregon

By Derek Draplin
The Center Square

Colorado officials released five
gray wolves in Grand County on
Monday, more than three years after
voters in the state narrowly passed
a ballot measure requiring a plan to
restore the species.

The wolves were transplanted
from Oregon, which agreed to allow
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW)
to capture 10 wolves total.

In 2020, voters approved Proposi-
tion 114 with almost 51 percent sup-
porteven though wolves were already
confirmed in Moffat County in Febru-
ary of that year. Most voter support
came from the densely populated
areas along the Front Range. In rural
Grand County, where the five wolves
were released Monday, 64 percent
voted against the measure.

Recognition

B Continued from A5
Drive.

“We’re always looking for ways to
expand routes and better serve our
community,” Bruce commented.
“Seniors are a big part of what we do,
and we work to tailor what we can to
meet their needs.”

In addition to five new stops,
Archuleta County was awarded both
federal and state grants to design and
build a new transit facility. The facility
will house the MET’s administrative
offices and a main bus terminal, com-
plete with alobby. The facility will be
located near the Archuleta County
Sheriff’s Office at Harman Park, with
a groundbreaking scheduled for the

“What followed were three years
of comprehensive listening and work
by Colorado Parks and Wildlife to
draft a plan to restore and manage
wolves that included public meet-
ings in every corner of the state and
was inclusive of all points of view and
weighed the needs of a wide range of
communities with a deep interest in
the thoughtful outcome of this effort,”
Gov. Jared Polis said in a statement.

The state’s plan didn’t come with-
out recent hurdles, last week facing
a last-ditch lawsuit by groups repre-
senting Colorado ranchers seeking to
delay reintroduction. A federal judge
declined to grant the groups’ request
on Friday.

CPW also had to wait on the fed-
eral government to approve a spe-
cial designation to treat Colorado’s
planned wolf population as ex-
perimental prior to reintroduc-

spring of 2024.

A reminder

Seniors over the age of 60 can be
verified to receive exclusive assistance
such as discounts, trips to the food
pantry, complimentary busrides, and
home pick-up to attend senior lunches
at the Pagosa Senior Center.

Seniors always ride free within
town limits. Ride donations are also
accepted and appreciated.

For more information about the
MET including schedules and/or
to inquire about rides to and from
both Arboles and Durango, visit ar-
chuletacounty.org/MET or call (970)
264-2250.

tion. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service(USFWS) last month ap-
proved the designation, called the
10(j) rule under the Endangered
Species Act, which went into effect
on Dec. 8.

The designation allows CPW to
have “increased management flex-
ibility,” which includes the “authority
to lethally remove wolves for man-
agement purposes.’

CPW Director Jeff Davis thanked
the USFWS for approving the desig-
nation in a statement Monday.

“Having the rule in place in early
December helped CPW to stay on
track to reintroduce wolves in 2023
with the ability to use the appropriate
management tools,” he said. “We’ll
continue releasing animals based
on our plan to have wolves not just
survive but thrive in Colorado as they
did a century ago”

The wolves released Monday in-
clude a 68-pound juvenile female, a
76-pound juvenile male, a 76-pound
juvenile female, a 93-pound juvenile
male and a 108-pound adult male.

CPW'’s plan projects transferring
30 to 50 wolves to Colorado within
five years for reintroduction. The
agency will pay out up to $15,000 per
animal killed by wolves.

& @:Winter is sadly the time %}

state. In total, 182 grants were distrib-
uted in 45 counties across Colorado.

CAF grants distributed to nonprof-
its in the Southwest region encom-
passing Archuleta, Dolores, La Plata,
Montezuma and San Juan counties
include:

« Conservation Legacy (Durango)
— $5,000 (Southwest Conservation
Corps).

e Crow Canyon Archaeological
Center (Cortez) — $5,000.

« Healthy Archuleta Inc. (Pagosa
Springs) — $10,000.

« Hive DGO (Durango) — $10,000.

« La Plata Youth Services Inc. (Du-
rango) — $20,000.

e Mancos Valley Resources —
$5,000 (Montezuma Youth Alliance).

e Montezuma School to Farm
Project (Cortez) — $20,000.

e Onward! A Legacy Foundation
(Cortez) — $20,000 (Good Food Col-
lective).

« Pagosa Community Initiative
— $10,000.

» United Way of Southwest Colo-
rado (Durango) — $10,000 (TeamUp
program).

To view a full listing of El Pomar’s
funds and grant making areas, please
visit https://www.elpomar.org/grant-
making/.

El Pomar is one of the largest and
oldest private foundations in Colorado,
contributing approximately $25 million
annually through grants in the areas of
health, human services, education, arts
and humanities, and civicand commu-
nity initiatives, as well as community
stewardship and leadership develop-
ment programs to support Colorado
nonprofit organizations.

Spencer and Julie Penrose found-
ed El Pomar in 1937 with the mission
to enhance, encourage and promote
the current and future well-being of
the people of Colorado.
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Whole Rib Roast
Boneless or Bone-In

Bone-In Rib Roast

Cut to Size

Fresh Market & Eatery

Call (970) 731-MEAT (6328) for pick-up
19 Navajo Trail Dr.
(At the corner of North Pagosa Blvd. and Navajo Trail Dr.)

SAN JUAN

Sharing our Core Values
with you each day through our work

Care « Compassion « Communication « Commitment

Call today for your appointment!

970-264-9436

\ www.pagosa.dentist « Conveniently located downtown at 308 Pagosa Street

for bursting pipes.
Call us 24/7 for your flood damage needs
Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

&

DISASTER

FLOOD

Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

RESTORATION

MITIGATION
DUCT CLEANING

Mold Remediation

Disaster Mitigation
Smoke and Odor

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with
punctuality.

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service
you and your family through providing quality in our
work, and being timely and efficient.

Structural Drying Removal Don'’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing
water. Water mixed with the normal environments

BJ Jones produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding

970-749-9028 ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump

MountainMenDM.com - mail@mountainmendm.com

system installations and repairs as well as moisture
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED ( INSURED (§ LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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Charter school students present annual ‘Snow Show’

Charter school students present annual ‘Snow Show’

By Emily Murphy
Pagosa Peak Open School

The Pagosa Center for the Arts was
flooded with more than 200 people,
ready to be entertained by Pagosa Peak
Open School (PPOS) students who
worked all semester on creating a sea-
sonal variety show for the community.

PPOS Creatives Advisor Rain March
organized, facilitated, planned and
prepared the show. It was the school’s
third year of presenting the “Snow
Show” This was the firstyear the school
presented at the Pagosa Center for the
Arts after the community feedback
from the previousyearincluded aneed
for a bigger space.

PPOS was grateful to have the
Moore family agree to letting the school
use the theater space, which elevated
the performance and provided the

students with a professional, authentic
setting for their celebration of learning.

Every student was represented in
the “Snow Show,” and presented their
learning around the Colorado music
and drama standards that align with
each gradelevel. Students acted in mu-
sicals and plays, sang songs, and played
instruments like recorders, ocerenas,
guitars, drums and xylophones.

Bits of humor were sprinkled
throughout the 45-minute show while
the audience ate homemade ginger-
bread men cookies and drank hot
chocolate. A rendition of “Cinderella”
included the evil stepmother demand-
ing organic vegetables from the store
used to cook her meal, and the prince
offering Cinderella a job with a 401k.
The first-grade chickens and turkeys in
the “Gingerbread Man” pecked ateach
other and bobbled around while the

animals chased their cookie prey. The
Grinch dramatically snuck around the
middle-schoolers, stealing their props
and running off.

The show ended with a whole-
school sing-a-long of “Letit Snow” that
included audience participation.

“It was magical,” said kindergarten
advisor Maggie Saunders.

Students shared the sentiment.

“Iloved itin that theater and so did
my mom,” said first-grader Zaiden,
who played a turtle in the “Gingerbread
Man” musical. “She was so proud of
me, and [ was proud of me, too.”

PPOSisaK-8district charter school
focused on implementing a project-
based learning curriculum in a restor-
ative practices environment. Authentic
audiences and settings where students
share theirlearning are foundational to
project-based learning.

Colorado represented at Colorado River Conference

Colorado Department of Natural
Resources

Rebecca Mitchell, Colorado’s full-
time commissioner to the Upper
Colorado River Commission, recently
addressed the more than a thousand
Colorado River Water Users Associa-
tion conference attendees at the 2023
annual meeting in Las Vegas, Nev.

There, Mitchell stood up for Colo-
rado water users who live on the front
lines of climate change and regularly
take significant cuts to their water
supply.

“When we say there’s little water to
conserve in Colorado, we're not being
uncooperative. It’s because we don’t
have large reservoirs above our diver-
sions,” said Mitchell. “We divert directly
from creeks, streams, tributaries and
the river itself. We use less water when
there’s less available. When we have a
bad snowpack, we can’t drain a mas-
sive reservoir to bail us out. Instead,
our water users go without and aren’t
compensated for it. Colorado com-
munities are doing their part, and they

feel the pain.”

This year’s sold-out conference’s
themewas “Constructing a Resilient Fu-
ture: Rebuilding From the Ground Up.”

The meetings, panels and hallway
conversations helped set the stage for
ongoing negotiations on improving the
management of the river’s largest res-
ervoirs — Lake Powell and Lake Mead.
Bothreservoirs hitrecord lowsinrecent
years as unprecedented drought and
overreliance on the river continue to
threaten a water supply for millions
of people.

The 30 Colorado River Basin tribes,
seven states and Mexico are confronted
with the extraordinary challenge of
creating new operating rules for Lake
Powell and Lake Mead to sustain and
share this dwindling resource.

“My water users have let me know
very clearly that they are not going to
accept a deal that maintains the status
quo and continues to allow the Lower
Basin to drain the system at all of our
expense, but especially at the expense
of the Upper Basin,” Mitchell said dur-
ing a panel with the seven Colorado

River Basin states. “Colorado water us-
ers are not interested in striking a deal
that continues to allow Lower Basin
overuse to deplete storage, drive the
system to crisis and thenlook upstream
to us for help”

Less water flows into Lake Mead
than what Nevada, Arizona and Cali-
fornia take from it. This has resulted
in a “structural deficit,” contributing
to the reservoirs hitting critically low
levels. During the seven-state panel,
representatives from these Lower
Basin states agreed that the deficit is
their problem to solve in a Post-2026
Operations agreement.

“Colorado has asked for the Lower
Basin states to recognize this overuse,
and I appreciate that they have publicly
accepted responsibility for fixing the
structural deficit,” Mitchell said. “Ilook
forward to working alongside Arizona,
California and Nevada, along with
upper-division partners, to achieve
this important goal of making sure we
protect water users across the basin
from another series of crises on the
river well into the future”

Photo courtesy

Pagosa Peak Open School

Pagosa Peak Open School stu-
dents sing “Let it Snow” with the
audience during the final act of
the school’s “Snow Show” Dec.
11 at the Pagosa Springs Center
for the Arts.

Available at Terry’s ACE Hardware,
Two Old Crows and Made in Colorado Shoppe

Local
Pagosa

History
A Great
Christmas
Present

Fred Harman,
Dan Fogelberg,

Kit Carson, Frank
Oppenheimer and other
folks that didn’t make
the history books ...
adventures, murders,
marriages, the old
logging railroad.

As the holidays near, we remember the year behind us

and look forward to the new year ahead. We are excited

to share new memories and endless possibilities with our

friends, families and neighbors of this great community.
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Tax

H Continued from front

23B-001 in November, which reduces
the residential property tax rate from
6.765 percent to 6.7 percent for the
2023 taxyear in addition to increasing
the downward adjustments to resi-
dential property values to $55,000.

She explained that backfill for SB
23B-001 will be funded with $54
million in state funds and refunds,
similar to SB 22-238.

Tully-Elliott added that she is “not
positive” how this funding would be
dispersed.

In response to a question from
Commissioner Warren Brown, Tully-
Elliott stated that the county will
qualify to receive the backfill funding
from SB 22-238, although she recom-
mended that the county not plan
on any funding since the amount of
backfill is unknown.

County Attorney Todd Weaver
stated that he expects the backfill fund-
ing will be received by the county as
unanticipated revenue, which will po-
tentiallyrequire abudgetamendment.

Commissioner Ronnie Maez
asked if the state has a deadline for
distributing the backfill funds.

Tully-Elliott explained that she
must submit all her reporting to the
state by March 1, 2024, including val-
uations incorporating the downward
adjustments from SB 22-238 — which
will be used to calculate backfill fund-
ing — and valuations including the
changes of SB 23B-001.

She stated that the assessor’s of-
fice is currently working on calculat-
ing these adjusted values, with the
aim of completing certifications of
milllevies for local governments “be-
fore Christmas,” although she noted
that the deadline is in January.

Brown asked if the county would
qualify for backfill under SB23B-001.

Tully-Elliott responded that the
county will likely not qualify, add-
ing that the bill provides backfill to
local governments whose districts
saw a property tax value increase of

Meetings

H Continued from front

the BoH heard multiple presentations
on the plan and the accompanying
community health assessment, and
that the board had indicated a desire
for the PHIP to be updated, despite
this not being required by the Colo-
rado Department of Public Health
and Environment (CDPHE).

Both Archuleta County Commis-
sioner Warren Brown and La Plata
County Commissioner Marsha Por-
ter-Norton commented that the PHIP
will be a useful tool for the county
public health agencies following the
dissolution of SJBPH at the end of
the year.

BoH President Shere Byrd also
commended staff for their work on
the PHIP before the board unani-
mously approved the updated plan.

Interim Executive Director Brian
Devine presented the 2023 supple-
mental budget, explaining that it in-
corporates changes to revenues and
expenses for the district throughout
the year.

He highlighted that SJBPH had
significant unanticipated revenues
in its final year, primarily in environ-
mental health, access and linkage
to care and communicable disease,
as well as savings due to unfilled
positions.

Despite the vacancies, Devine
noted that the district was able to
continue providing services through
the year, primarily through staff col-
laboration and subcontractors, and
that the retention bonus program put
in place by the receiver for the district
was largely successful in keeping key
staff through the dissolution.

Devine also indicated that SJBPH’s
funds at the point of dissolution are
expected to be higher than initially
estimated by the receiver, boosting
the amount of funding that the coun-
ties will receive.

SJBPH Attorney Michael Goldman
and BoH members expressed ap-
preciation for the work put into the
supplemental budget by staff prior
to its approval.

more than 10 percent and less than
15 percent.

She added that fire districts, am-
bulance districts and health districts
will receive backfill funding no matter
what property value increases they
experience.

Brown added thatsince the county
is not “de-Bruced” (exempt from the
limitations of TABOR by permission
ofthe voters), he understood that the
countywould also be disqualified for
backfill.

Tully-Elliott commented that the
value increases in the county are
likely too large for the county to
qualify for backfill.

Maez asked if the county would
have benefited from not being under
TABOR restrictions.

The assessor responded that she
was unsure and that there are a large
number of potential changes coming
that could impact property tax rates
and rules, meaning that the current
efforts are a “Band-Aid on a big, open
wound.”

Maez commented that the situa-
tion is “as clear as mud.”

Tully-Elliott expressed agreement,
adding that the taxing entities in the
county rely on the numbers her office
provides to be accurate.

Brown commented thatrestricting
property tax increases to 3 percent
per year for the next two years, as
proposed by Republicans in the
Colorado Legislature, would have
been “easier”

Maez asked how these changes
would impact those who appealed
their property tax valuations.

Tully-Elliott explained that she
calculated that the changes would
result in a $250 decrease in taxes
per person for residential property,
while the commercial property value
reductions from SB 22-238 would
result in an average $420 per-person
tax decrease.

She added that the tax rate reduc-
tion will reduce property values by

The BoH also heard an update
from SJBPH receiver Bellann Raile
of Cordes and Company, with Raile
and the board discussing funding
for continuing insurance and legal
representation for the district.

Devine also gave an executive
director report, congratulating staff
on maintaining services for the
community during the dissolution
and noting that most public-facing
services would be ending on Dec.
15, with staff spending the remain-
ing time performing wind-up activi-
ties and fulfilling requests from the
county health agencies.

He also thanked the receivers for
their assistance in the dissolution
and emphasized his commitment
to the success of the county health
departments.

Near the end of the meeting, both
Porter-Norton and Brown com-
mented on the dissolution and pro-
vided updates on the county health
departments.

Porter-Norton expressed appre-
ciation for the SJBPH staff and BoH
and their contributions to the com-
munity and stated her belief that La
Plata County is positioned to succeed
with its new health department.

She also highlighted that the
county recently hosted an orientation
event for the new public health staff
and is making efforts to make the
transition as smooth and welcoming
as possible.

Brown stated that serving on the
SJIBPH BoH provided him with criti-
cal preparation for serving on the
ACPHD BoH.

He commented that he believes
that the relationship between La
Plata County and Archuleta County
improved through the dissolution,
which he partially credited to the
dedication and perseverance of
SIBPH staff and their willingness to
present solutions.

He stated that the ACPHD is the
first department that Archuleta
County has added in a “long time.”

“There was a feeling of being over-

approximately $4 dollar per $100,000
of value.

Tully-Elliott added that these
measures will only be in effect for
this year and commented that “most
people” will likely be unsure why
their tax bill decreased, since it will
not be itemized.

Maez commented that the situa-
tionis a “huge mess” and Tully-Elliott
indicated agreement, adding that
the process has involved a “lot of
scrambling” due the fast pace of the
changes and the need for the county’s
property tax calculation software ven-
dor to create new code for the altered
calculations.

She explained that the software is
now updated and that staff have to
process each step of the recalcula-
tions with breaks in between due to
the needs of the software.

Brown asked if Tully-Elliott plans
to post an explanation of the changes
on the county website, noting that
many people are confused about the
alterations and that she is the best
informed on the changes.

Brown added thathe had referred
some constituents to Tully-Elliott.

She commented that frustrations
with the changes are increased by the
fact that, due to having to run recal-
culations, the assessor’s office staff
cannot look up changes to the taxes
for specific property owners.

She added that there was “a lot of
relief” when Proposition HH did not
pass in the November election, but
thatthe changesin SB 23B-001, which
she suggested are similar to Proposi-
tion HH, have led to “people wonder-
ing, ‘Well, we voted this down and
you're going through with it anyway.
What does our vote matter?’

“Because, [Gov. Jared Polis] went
ahead and did what he wanted to
anyway even though it was voted
down ... 60-40. ... I think people are
gettin’ even more skittish about gov-
ernment ... right now.

“Another reason not to trust gov-

whelmed and very much doubt that
we could do this, and we’ve done it
very well because of our community
and because of this group,” Brown
said. “Thank you for partnering with
us for 75 years, thank you for lead-
ing us for 75 years and thank you for
making our communities better for
75 years.”

The BoH then considered and ap-
proved a proclamation on the disso-
lution of the SJBPH BoH that outlines
the history of the organization, the
circumstances of its dissolution, and
provides clarifications for the receiver
and auditors to ensure the dissolu-
tion can be successfully completed.

The Dec. 12 ACPHD BoH meeting
focused on training and reviewing
materials that will be presented at
the BoH’s meetings in January 2024,
when the board will have authority
for public health in the county and
be able to take formal action.

Amongtheitems on the agenda at
the well-attended meeting were
trainings for the board on Colorado
Open Meetings Law and the Colorado
Open Records Act given by County
Attorney Todd Weaver, as well as
an overview of the Colorado Public
Health Act and the responsibilities
of the department and BoH given
by ACPHD Interim Director Ashley
Wilson.

Wilson also explained that the
BoH would need to select board of-
ficers, adopt bylaws and appoint a
public health director at its meeting
in January.

Brown volunteered to serve as the
vice president for the BoH at the
meeting, although no other members
ofthe board expressed interest in the
positions of president or treasurer at
the meeting.

Wilson also presented draft bylaws
for review by the board, which she
explained dictate the structure and
operational procedures of the board,
such as how votes occur or what con-
stitutes a quorum.

As part of the review, the board
B See Meetings A9

ernment,” Maez said.

Tully-Elliott continued that the
changesled to uncertainty among as-
sessors, although advocates for asses-
sors were able to have the deadlines
extended and Archuleta County’s
assessor software company was able
to quickly update its calculations.

“I think this legislative knee-jerk
reaction, a quick fix to everything, the
peoplelIthink, atthe end of the day, in
another year or so, are gonna pay the
bigger price for it, like they always do,”
Maez said, with Tully-Elliott express-
ing agreement.

The meeting concluded with
Commissioner Veronica Medina
thanking Tully-Elliott for the update
and for her work.

In an email to The SUN, Tully-
Elliott adds that another concern
from the public that her office faces
is that property tax bills will be mailed
out later, but that the deadline for
payment is still the same.

County Treasurer Elsa White ex-
plains in an email that the deadline
for payment of the first half of 2023
property taxes is unchanged and is
Feb. 29, 2024, although SB 23B-001
waives the accrual of delinquent
property taxes if a payment is made
within 10 days of the mailing of the
property owner’s tax statement by the
county treasurer or electronic notifi-
cation of the tax statement being sent.

She states that, according to the
new timeline, her office will receive
the new tax roll by Jan. 24, 2024, and
will complete balancing and submit
the file to the printer by Jan. 29, 2024.

She indicates that the printer be-
lieves it will take two weeks for the
notices to be printed and mailed,
likely leading to notices arriving
around Feb. 12, 2024.

She notes that this should give the
property owner time to pay the first
half of the tax payment without
interest, although she adds, “It will
all depend on how quickly the certi-
fications are turned in by the taxing
authorities to the BoCC and when the
BoCC certifies the levies.”

Jjosh@pagosasun.com
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Fire district board approves
purchase of two water tenders

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Fire Protection District
(PFPD) Board of Directors approved
the purchase of two Spartan tactical
water tenders to replace aging equip-
ment at the price of $1,094,492 at its
Dec. 12 board meeting.

PFPD Fire Chief Robert Bertram
explained that the apparatus com-
mittee presented its recommenda-
tions to the board in November and
that modifications to shorten the ve-
hicles were agreed on at that meeting.

He stated that, since then, the
district obtained an updated quote,
with a price increase of approxi-
mately $89,000 dollars and a build
time increase of about 200 days from
the previous quote in July.

He indicated that, with these
changes, the build time would be 622
days and that the increase was driven
by the market, not by the requested
modifications.

Bertram commented that the
price is a “hard number to swallow,”
but that it will not decrease and the
build time will not get shorter.

He added that the committee
spent “a lot of time” on selecting the

Meetings

M Continued from A8

discussed the mechanics and pur-
pose of consent agendas, which
Weaver explained are intended to
allow quick approval of noncontro-
versial items, and the mechanics of
how agendas would be set and how
early agendas for meetings would
be posted.

The board then moved on to dis-
cuss the days and times for ACPHD
BoH meetings, agreeing that holding
meetings monthly would be ideal in
the beginning of the agency.

Following further discussion, the
board agreed to potentially hold
regular meetings on the third Thurs-
day of the month at 3 p.m. and hold a
special meeting on the first Thursday
— Jan. 4, 2024 — at 1 p.m. to handle
items related to setting up the board
and appointing the director.

The board also discussed regular
items to be added to meeting agen-
das, with board members expressing
an interest in having regular updates
from staff on both their current activi-
ties and future planning.

Wilson asked the board what level
of involvement it wishes to have with
the creation of a five-year plan for
ACPHD operations, noting that she
intends to seek grant funding to help
support strategic planning efforts.

She added that the board could
determine at a later date if it wants
to hold work sessions to discuss the
data gathered by SJBPH as part of
the community health assessment
and potential priorities for the five-
year plan.

Wilson also briefed the board on
the structure of the budget and the
ways in which funding comes to the
department from the CDPHE.

She explained that the depart-

vehicles and that he recommended
the board move forward with the
purchase.

In response to board member
questions, Bertram explained that
the build time is typical for fire equip-
ment currently and that the price was
raised due to including water pumps,
lights and other electronics on the
vehicles.

The board and Bertram also dis-
cussed that the long build times will
impact the district’s overall apparatus
replacement schedule.

Following this, the board unani-
mously approved moving forward
with the tender purchase.

In an interview with The SUN,
Bertram explained that the tenders to
be replaced are both from 1998 and
are becoming unreliable and unsafe
to drive.

He indicated that the apparatus
committee worked on the replace-
ments for much of the year, gener-
ating a list of specifications for the
tenders and soliciting bids, most of
which arrived in July.

Following this, Bertram explained
that the committee analyzed the bids
for their adherence to the desired
specifications, with the Spartan bid

ment has amaster task order with the
CDPHE and that all CDPHE program
funding comes as separate task or-
ders through this master task order.

She pointed out that the CDPHE
provides funding based on a variety
of formulas and that this funding is
not necessarily sufficient to fully run
the programs, requiring the BoH to
decide if it wishes to spend more
money on a program or operate it
at a limited level with the funding
provided.

Wilson explained that the BoH has
the capability to choose to not pro-
vide a variety of services that are not
statutorily required if capacity or
funds to operate them do not exist.

Brown added that spending by the
BoH is ultimately controlled by the
Board of County Commissioners,
since the funds being used are county
funds.

ACPHD BoH member Jon Bruss
suggested that programs will need
to be supported by data showing that
the issueis important to health in the
community.

Wilson commented that data from
the SJBPH health assessment and
PHIP, as well as data collected from
local medical providers, will be criti-
cal in shaping ACPHD priorities.

The group then discussed data
sources for public health, with Wilson
noting the importance of developing
local data sources for data that does
not otherwise exist at the county
level.

Wilson also briefed the board on
the 2024 budget, which she stated
changed extensively over the budget-
ing process due to changes in CDPHE
funding and other factors.

She outlined the variety of funds
the department will receive and the

Colorado Avalanche Information
Center launches The Snow Pool,
invites participation

Colorado Avalanche Information Center

The Colorado Avalanche Informa-
tion Center (CAIC) is teaming up with
the Avalanche Research Program of
Simon Fraser University in Canada
(SFU) to launch The Snow Pool.

The purpose of The Snow Pool is
to have a broad group of people
answer questions about how they
understand and use avalanche safety
information.

Snow Pool participants will be
invited to share feedback to help im-
prove communication in Colorado,
which could help save lives.

“How we share avalanche safety
information has evolved dramati-
cally over the years, but that change
has been based primarily on expert
opinion,” said CAIC Director Ethan
Greene. “Feedback from Snow Pool
participants will allow us to under-
stand how different kinds of people
currently use our information so that
we can improve our risk communica-
tion methods.”

The CAIC is recruiting all types of

users — hikers, snowmobilers, skiers,
etc. — with all levels of experience.

Those interested can learn more
and sign up at https://caicsignup.
avalancheresearch.ca/en/index.php.

The initial sign-up takes about 10
minutes and is best done from a
computer.

Individuals who sign up will re-
ceive emails from the CAIC and SFU
to participate in short online user sur-
veys and provide feedback on CAIC
forecasts and information.

“We are especially interested in
hearing from individuals who are
just starting their backcountry ad-
ventures or only occasionally go
into the backcountry,” said Greene.
“This is an opportunity to be part of
a community that contributes to the
development of improved avalanche
communications. Participants will be
entered into prize drawings provided
by the Friends of CAIC”

This project is a collaboration
between the CAIC, Friends of CAIC,
SFU and the National Center for At-
mospheric Research.
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coming the closest to matching.

He stated that the tenders are criti-
cal due tomuch of the area not having
fire hydrants and that they include
four-wheel-drive capabilities to
expand the range of locations they
can access.

Schedule change

Additionally, at the Dec. 12 meet-
ing, the PFPD firemen’s pension fund
board voted to change its meeting to
the first Tuesday of the month begin-
ning in January to allowlegal council
to be present, matching a schedule
change the PFPD board approved in
November.

Additionally, the pension board
voted to realign its schedule to have
quarterly meetings at 5:30 p.m. before
the PFPD Board of Directors meeting
on the first Tuesday of the month
in January, April, July and October
instead of the current schedule of
meetings in January, May, August,
October and December.

The PFPD Board of Directors also
approved a motion setting its sched-
ule to hold monthly meetings on the
first Tuesday of the month at 5:30
p-m. in 2024.

josh@pagosasun.com

services they will support, although
she noted that some of the details of
funding and how it is used may shift.

Wilson added that the BoH will
also need to ratify at its first meetings
arange of documents that the interim
BoH, composed of the Archuleta
County commissioners, approved
prior to the creation of the BoH, par-
ticularly water quality regulations.

Wilson and Archuleta County
Commissioner and BoH member
Veronica Medina noted that BoH
members need to complete state-
mandated training, although County
Manager Derek Woodman noted that
the training content will change after
the beginning of the year.

The meeting concluded with Me-
dina noting that the next meeting
may be longer because the board
members will have more time to re-
view the material being considered
prior to the meeting.

Jjosh@pagosasun.com

High-Producing Turn-key

19 Navajo Trail Drive

& The Buck Stops Here
6,800 sq. ft. building and business at busy

(835,000 value), Cook Shack smoker, meat

cases, meat tenderizer, meat slicer, tables,
slaughter truck, freezer, cooler equipment.

All offers will be considered!
Co-listed with Unger Realty
Building and land only
MLS 801267 H $1,250,000

Prime business property
near Navajo Lake
Fully operational turnkey
income-producing business
Rentals, laundromat, post office
with 5-year lease, gas station,
convenience store, liquor store
MLS 791582 B $1,650,000

intersection. Includes Koch Grand Prize smoker

cutting equipment, meat grinder, band saw,
meat rail system, scales, refrigerated display

Deborah S. Archuleta

Independent Broker/Owner

970-903-2817

deb@archuletaproperties.com

youb Holzy
Greelingd

|
46 shares of watels

64 acres, 3 bedroom, 2 bath with
3 garages, includes 46 shares of
water and is close to Navajo Lake.
MLS 807180 H $995,000

Business at Busy Intersection

1 \|
Huge price Reduct\on.

Dream log home on banks of
Stollsteimer Creek, on 2.5 acres.
3 bedroom, 2 bath, office, 2 car

garage. Close to Navajo Lake.

MLS 805085 H $675,000

Seller will consider training and owner financing.

10 acres, just west of Arboles, prime
commercial location, huge metal
building, 3-phase power.

MLS 807868 M $650,000

Downtown .52 acres, location,
location, location.
MLS 809064 H $500,000

3 bedroom, 2 bath, oversized
carport on one acre, views
MLS 806370 W $235,000

35.81 acre horse ranch property, ag
status. Survey completed.
MLS 797745 B $300,000

5 acres with spacious mountain views, newly surveyed . $250,000. MLS
802696

1.1 acre, newly installed 4 bed septic, 1800 gal cistern, power, ready for your
home. $165,000. MLS 807665

1.21 acres, great building spot with views of Navajo Lake, Water and power
available. $75,000. MLS 806728

1.21 acres, No HOA! Trees galore. $35,000. MLS 798589

Qall ©eb
to fuy ov sell

youwvnext
popody!

ArchuletaProperties.com - Office: 970.883.3327

\
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/ 2 . December 22nd
§ from 3-5 pm

Sale Prices Effective December 15th-24th,

unless otherwise stated

( L$14..95 (Eusropean\ Grab
eggings oaps N_

i | Buy 2 pair, Buy 2, N .GO

| get3rd get 3rd Gift

= !

(_ FRER | FREE!  Baskets |
[ 10% [ 25% [ comem
OFF OFF Daily

| Al All Flash
| Knives | \Flashllghtg _ Sales

/'

-

10% OFF All Montana

Silversmith Jewelry
(Dec. 22nd-24th)

970-264-2222

Located in
Downtown Pagosa Springs

limited to stock on hand only, excludes Pendleton blankets, furniture & Brighton,

Store e - _ _

GOODMAN’S DEPT. STORE
SUPER COUPON

Dec. 22nd -24th, 2023 ONLY

YES! We will be open Christmas Eve 9-4.

Your choice any ONE item

25% OFF

may not be used with any other discount. One coupon per customer.
Physical coupon must be presented upon purchase.

FINALLY BACK IN STOCK!
Pagosa Springs
Pendleton Blankets

10% off

We oﬂér FREE GIFT WRAPPING!

Our family serving yours since 1899

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

©006006600000000000600000000000000000000000000000000000600000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000600000

Gift Cards & Layaway available!

Holiday hours: Mon-Thur 9-5
Fri-Sat 9-6, Sun 10-4, Christmas Eve 9-4
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Lady Pirates improve to 4-3 with two wins

By Robert Moore
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Lady Pirates notched two victories
last week, improving their record
to 4-3.

After the Salida game was moved
to Saturday, Dec. 2, the Lady Pirates
posted awin over the Buena Vista De-
mons on Friday, Dec. 1, winning by
their largest margin of the year 50-25.

After losing to Buena Vista last
year, coach Sarah Osborn indicated
she expected this year to be different.

“I'told the girls we should have this
game and it should be an opportunity
for everyone to get some playing time
if we go out and do what we’re sup-
posed to do, if we play the way that
we know how,” she said. “One of our
goals for this game was to have seven
people in the books, so scoring over
five points, and we had eight people
in the books, which is a good testa-
ment that we're developing depth to
our team, and what was really cool
to see at this game is we had eight
people in the books.”

Pagosa opened with two consecu-
tive steals, and a 3-pointer by Davey-
ann Snarr in the first quarter helped
lead the team to an 11-6 lead at the
end of the first period of play.

The Lady Pirates played a domi-
nant second quarter, not allowing the
Demons to score until two minutes
were left in the half. Pagosa outscored
Buena Vista by 10 in the quarter and
posted a 26-11 halftime lead.

The Pirates continued to dominate
in the second half, scoring 12 points
in each of the third and fourth quar-
ters while limiting the Demons to sin-
gle digits. The final score was 50-25.

Osborn indicated she is pleased
with the team putting together four
consistent quarters, stating, “I think
that’s just part of us getting more ma-
ture ... We haven’t done it every game
yet, but I think this was one where we
had positive things in every quarter
rather than onereally good quarter ...
We maintained composure and ... we
also just played a solid four quarters,
even with our subs in”

The Lady Pirates’ scoring was led
by Annie O’'Donnell with 12 points
and Karsyn Shahan with 10. Liz Curri-
er scored eight points. Kylie Ketchum
added six. Lexi Campbell, Daveyann
Snarr and Kaila Limebrook scored
four each. Adelyn Hittle had two.

In addition to leading the team in
scoring, O’'Donnell led the team re-
bounding effort with eight. Snarr had
six boards, Shahan five, Hittle and
Ketchum three each, and Campbell
two. Amber Snarr, Limebrook and
Currier added one rebound each.
The team racked up 15 offensive re-
bounds and 16 defensive rebounds
for the game.

Pagosa had nine assists, eight
steals and four blocks while com-
mitting eight turnovers for the game.

The team shot 53 percent from the
free-throw line, making nine of 17
attempts.

The win evened the Pirates’ record
at 3-3, while Buena Vista dropped its
record to 3-2.

On Saturday, Dec. 16 the Lady
Pirates squared off against the Salida
Spartans and chalked up a 42-37
victory.

Pagosa opened the game with an
8-0 run and continued to dominate
the Spartans throughout the first
quarter, finishing with an 18-3 lead.

The Spartans opened the second
quarter with four quick points and a
trapping defense that gave the Lady
Pirates some issues. Two 3-pointers
by Shahan helped the team to even
the scoring in the quarter at eight
points for each team. The Pirates led
26-11 at halftime.

Salida opened the third quarter
with six straight points to bring the
game to 26-20, and the Lady Pirates
were also plagued by foul trouble. The
Spartans outscored the Lady Pirates
11-7 in the quarter, but a 3-pointer by

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Liz Currier goes up for two of her 15 points in the Lady Pirates’ Dec. 16 win against the Salida Spartans.

Ketchum extended the Pagosalead to
33-22 at the end of the third period.

Salida continued to battle back in
the fourth quarter. Pagosa managed
to close out the victory with the fi-
nal score 42-37 in favor of the Lady
Pirates.

“I thought the girls played really
well with the situation they were put
in,” Osborn said. “I think it could
have been a 15-point game ... and
there’s a good lesson of playing with
foul trouble, maintaining composure
and not letting that team crawl back
in when they had the momentum.”

She also recognized the contribu-
tions from her players against both
Salida and Buena Vista, saying, “I do
want to highlight that I thought Annie
had a really good game of cleaning
up offensive boards and making her
bunnies ... she had 12 points, nine
rebounds ... [In the Salida game] we
had an even contribution from Annie,
Carson, Kylie and Liz as my starting
five, and then extra points from those
who came in, which is really nice.”

Currier led the Pirates in scoring
with 15 points against Salida. Shahan
added nine, O’'Donnell had eight,
Ketchum scored six, and Daveyann
Snarr and Hittle had two points each.

Shahan had eight rebounds and
two steals. Hittle had four rebounds
and one assist. Amber Snarr had
three rebounds, as did O’Donnell to

go with her three steals, two blocks
and one assist.

Ketchum had two rebounds, two
assists and two steals. Daveyann
Snarr had two rebounds, two assists,
two steals and one block. Currier
added two rebounds and two assists.

Pagosa had 24 rebounds, eight
assists, nine steals and three blocks
while committing 12 turnovers in
the game.

The team shot 58 percent from the
free-throw line, making seven of 12
attempts.

The win improved the Pirates’
record to 4-3, while Salida dropped
to 2-4 for the season.

With a game upcoming with Du-
rango, Osborn said, “What we're

going to focus on this week is elimi-
nating those early fouls in the game
... Ifwe play the way we’ve been play-
ing and for all four quarters, again, I
think our girls can pull it out. It'll be
a close game””

The Lady Pirates are now ranked
ninth in the 4A CHSAA Ratings Per-
centage Index (RPI) standings, which
help determine postseason seeding.

Pagosa will continue play this
week with one away game at 5A
Durango.

The Lady Pirates will play the 4-3
Demons at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday,
Dec. 19.

Durango is No. 15 in the 5A RPI
standings.

robert@pagosasun.com

Play hard,

Pirates!

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

9275.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-

*Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottles*

Clip 'n Save 10%

WINES & LIQUORS

Non-Sale ltems Only « Coupon not valid for beer purchases

264-2749 ILVER
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
DOLLAR

East Pagosa Springs
LIQUORS

Mon.-Sat. Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Sun. Open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

We wish to thank you,
our valued customers,
for your continued patronage.

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

We look forward
to serving you in

2024.

C@M% Linba,
DJicki, é&m&%
& Steve

The Tile & Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30 « (970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr.
(N. Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)

www.PAacosaASUN.com

4 )

EARLY
DEADLINES

for The Pagosa Springs SUN issue of

Thursday, December 28

Display Advertising
Noon, Friday, December 22

Classified Advertising,

All Categories
10 a.m., Tuesday, December 26

Legal Advertising, Articles & Letters
Noon, Thursday, December 21

The Pagosa Springs SUN office will be closed
Monday, December 25, in observance of Christmas.

for The Pagosa Springs SUN issue of

Thursday, January 4, 2024

Display Advertising
Noon, Friday, December 29

Classified Advertising,

All Categories
10 a.m., Tuesday, January 2, 2024

Legal Advertising, Articles & Letters
Noon, Thursday, December 28

The Pagosa Springs SUN office will be closed
Monday, January 1, 2024, in observance of New Year's.

m

The Pagosa SpringsSUN

970-264-2100 » www.PagosaSUN.com
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SwiMm

Lady Pirate swimmers compete at a pair of meets in Montrose and Alamosa over the last week. Several Lady Pirates posted standout perfor-
mances, according to coach Heather Miller.

Photos courtesy Heather Miller

Lady Pirates step outside comfort
zone, overcome challenges at meets

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Lady Pirate swim team closed out
the 2023 portion of its schedule with
a pair of meets over the last week.

“In these last two meets all of our
swimmers swam events that were
outside of their comfort zones and
many of them overcame those chal-
lenges,” coach Heather Miller wrote
in an email to The SUN.

The Lady Pirates took part in an
eight-team meet in Montrose on

Friday, Dec. 15, with the Lady Pirates
coming in seventh with 24 points.

The 200-meter medley relay team
of Chloe Gantt, Karis Blackman,
Marlowe Hedgecock and Asia Gor-
man finished 11th and earned six
points with a time of two minutes,
30.66 seconds.

Gantt took 12th in the 200-meter
freestyle, earning three points with
her time of 2:43.97. Rebecca Stewart
followed in 16th with a time of 3:14.25,
Hedgecock finished 17th in 3:20.69,
Elissa Mars took 18th with a time of
3:32.24 and Natalia Monterroso fin-

ished 19th with a time of 3:32.70.

Leah Blackman took 11th in the
200-meter individual medley with a
time 0f3:33.00, earning two points for
the Lady Pirates.

Seven Lady Pirates took partin the
50-meter freestyle, with Karis Black-
man leading the team with a 15th-
place finish and a time of 32.63
seconds. Grace Cram finished 17th
with a time of 33.51 seconds. With a
time of 37.24 seconds, Gemma Sling-
erland finished 27th. Bella Gutierrez
followed in 30th with a time of 40.55
MW See Swim A13

Member FDIC

970-731-4701
www.RGBank.bank

Equal Housing Lender

155 Pike Drive
$650,000

MLS 809504

This is a great house in a great location. 1 1/2
blocks North of Highway 160 on a corner 1.24-
acre lot. It has 3 bd, 2 ba, with an awesome
south facing sunroom on the main floor. In the
basement is an oversized workshop/garage
and a bonus room with a 3/4 bathroom. The
views are of the East Range San Juan Moun-
tains. The wood floors are about 3 years old.
The yard is landscaped with a complete sprin-
kler system, and it has a circular driveway.

3440 Running Horse Place
$840,000

MLS 803367
3 bed, 2 bath, 1,566 sq feet on 35+ acres.
Also has a 1,500 sq ft shop/garage and
Borders 70 acres of BLM.
To tour this home go to:
https:/lvimeo.com/8274365297?share=copy

MELTPOWN ON MAIN
OPEN

Every Day

Home of Pagosa’s

Best Specialty
Grilled Cheese until Dec. 315t. @ 11 a.m.
sandwiches! (closed Christmas)

Check out our
NEW & IMPROVED
Food Trailer!

(970) 398-2332

257 Pagosa Street
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- 10% OFF

: 10%

I Winterization Service or Oil & Filter Change
1

1

1

1

1

'This Holiday Season make sure your family is safe.

There is no better time to have your vehicle winterized, put on all-season or
studded snow tires, and equip it with Winter Wiper Blades to ensure easy
start-ups and safer driving on the snowy, icy roads.

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited time offer. Shop supplies and tax not included.
May not be combined with any other offer. See the pros at Piedra Automotive for details.
Offer ends 1/17/24

Piedra Automotive

(970)731-3335 24 TOWING &

. EMERGENCY
505 Piedra Rd. ROADSIDE
Open 8:00 - 5:30 Mon. - Fri. HOLH” ASSISTANCE

1304 & 1402 Hersch Avenue
$1,060,537

MLS 797954
This home with amazing valley views was
built in 1976 — located on 10+ acres.
2,518 sq. ft. with 4 beds/3baths. Upgrades
include an attached garage and a formal
dining room. The adjacent land of 6+ acres
has a 2,000 sg. ft. barn built in 2006.
To tour this home go to:
https://ftinyurl.com/1304Hersch

2453 Running Horse Place Cloman Industrial Park
$2,400,000 $395,000

MLS 806520 MLS 807337

35.2 Acres with guest house, set up for
horses. Property comes with workshop/
garage, growing dome, round pen, 3 stall +
barn and numerous outbuildings.
To see this property go to:
https://vimeo.com/850327930

.68 acre, 1,440 sq. ft. building. Room for
additional building. 3,000 BTU gas heater,
sink, stove, half bath, 8'x10’ overhead door.

Own Your Own Piece of Colorado Land!

219 Lakeside Drive —MLS 800074, $190,000
30 High Drive — MLS 794628, $59,900
72 High Drive — MLS 803168, $39,000
17736 County Road 500 — MLS 804532, $87,000.
.82 acres, views and access to the San Juan River.

WEADOL,
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3
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Shellie Hogue
REALTOR’, BROKER

(:970.759.8109 :
0:970.264.6673
ShellieCHogue@gmail.com
www.shelliehogue.com

o (:303.618.7423

X Montezuma Circle —MLS 804537. $87,000.
.82 acres, views and access to the San Juan River.
153 Greenway Drive — MLS 805178, $25,000.
147 Cat Creek Overlook MLS 806842 $25,000

. Barbara Swindlehurst
E CIPS CRS GRISFR CNE
REALTOR’, BROKER/ OWNER

0:970.264.6673
Barbara@MountainMeadowRealEstate.com

409 Lewis Street | P.O. Box 3850 | Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

MountainMeadowRealEstate.info
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Pirates continue hot start with two more victories

By Robert Moore
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirates continued their hotstart to the
season, racking up two more victories
last week and improving their overall
record to 6-1.

The Pirates notched a win over
Buena Vista on Friday, Dec. 15,
toppling the previously undefeated
Demons by a score of 55-40.

Nathaniel Kinsley gave Pagosa a
4-0lead to open the game with an of-
fensive rebound and score, followed
by a fast-break bucket.

Blake Laner scored six points in
the period on strong inside play, and
the Pirates led 10-5 at the end of the
first quarter.

Pagosa continued to play well in
the second quarter. A 3-pointer by
Colt Lewis and a steal by Laner put
the Pirates up 21-7 and forced Buena
Vista to call a timeout with four min-
utes left in the half. The second quar-
ter ended with a 3-pointer by Kinsley,
and the Pirates led the Demons by a
score of 26-16 at halftime.

In the third quarter, 3-pointers by
Kinsley and Chase Harper along with
a putback by Ridge Wilson stretched
Pagosa’s lead to 34-16. After a time-
out, the Demons wenton a 7-0 run to
pull within 11. A fast-break basket by
Creede Dozier ended the Salida run,
and two 3-pointers by Lewis gave the
Pirates to a 42-28 lead at the end of
the third quarter.

Pagosa maintained its lead
throughout the fourth quarter and
defeated Buena Vista by a final score
of 55-40.

Kinsley led the Pirates in scoring
with 14 points, and Laner chipped
in 13. Ridge Wilson had eight points,
Harper seven, Lewis six, Seth Ziegler
five, and Creede Dozier rounded out
the Pirate scoring with two.

Laner led the team in rebounding
with seven and also had three assists,
one steal and one block.

Kinsley added five rebounds and
one assist, and Ziegler had four
rebounds. Lewis contributed three
rebounds, six assists and three steals.

Harper had two rebounds, five
assists, two steals and one block.
Wilson contributed two rebounds,
two assists, two steals and one block.
Jaxten Schiel had two rebounds and
Trey Garcia added an assist.

The Pirates missed nine of 13 at-
tempts from the free-throw line to
shoot 31 percent.

On Saturday, Dec. 16, the Pirates
played Salida and gathered their sixth
win of the season by defeating the
Spartans 56-40.

Salida began the game with a trap-
ping defense and quickly took a
2-0 lead with a steal. The Pirates
responded with a bucket by Kinsley
and a 3-pointer by Wilson. Pagosa led
at the end of the first quarter by the
score of 13-6.

The Spartans continued to trap in
the second quarter, but the Pirates
managed to carry the same seven-point
lead into halftime, 25-18.

The Pirates opened the third quarter

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Blake Laner soars to score two points in the Pirates’ victory over the Salida Spartans on Dec. 16.

with six unanswered points to extend
their lead to 31-18. Salida countered
with a run of their own to close within
seven, but Pagosa pushed the lead
back to eight at the end of the third
period, 37-28.

In the fourth quarter, the Pirates
extended the lead to 43-30 on buckets
by Laner and Wilson. Salida fought
back to move within five, but Laner
scored six straight points to make it 51-

40. A breakaway foul and technical by
Salida and free-throw shooting by the
Pirates sealed the victory for Pagosa
with the final score 56-40.

Coach Wes Lewis was unavailable
for comment and additional stats
were not available by press time
Wednesday.

With the two wins, the Pirates im-
proved their record to 6-1. Salida has a
record of 4-2.

POWER IT FORWARD
WITH LPEA’S GIVING TREE

www.lpea.coop |

Donate and help your
neighbors keep the lights
on this holiday season.

Venmo us @GivingTree_LPEA
(or scan the QR code)

Call us at (970) 247-5786
Drop off your donation at

our office in Durango or
Pagosa Springs.

Donations will be accepted through
January 3lst, 2024.

(970) 247-5786

The Pirates are now ranked No. 3in
the 4A CHSAA Ratings Percentage
Index (RPI) standings, which help de-
termine postseason seeding.

Pagosa’s next game will be this week
with an away game at 5A Durango.

The Pirates will play the 6-3 De-
mons at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 21.

The Demons are No. 15 in the 5A
RPI standings.

robert@pagosasun.com

Trinity Anglican Church

Morning Prayer with Lessons & Carols
December 24, 10:00 AM
Fourth Sunday in Advent/Christmas Eve:
“Love”

246 Harman Park Dr.
trinityanglicanchurch.org

4 . . )
Christmas Services Schedule
Blue Christmas Service, Thursday, Dec. 21, 6 PM

Christmas Eve Service, Sunday, Dec. 24, 10:30 AM
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, Sunday, Dec. 24, 7 PM

New Year’s Eve Day Service, Dec. 31, 10:30 AM
Community United Methodist Church « 434 Lewis St.

oy
A KING IS COMING

CHRISTMAS HOPE

FOR EXILED HEARTS

Christmas Eve Services
Carol Sing Service at 9:30am

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 5:00pm
Pagosa Brass prelude will be starting at 4:30.

Pagosa Bible Church

(970)731-3120 www.christmasinpagosa.org

Christmas Eve

“Unto you is born a Savior”

You are invited to join us in our NEW FACILITY

this Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

SUNDAY, DEC. 24
4:00 PM or 5:30 PM

1044 PARK AVENUE
(Next to the PLPOA Rec Center)

(970) 731-6200
GRACEINPAGOSA.ORG
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Photo courtesy Pagosa Springs High School

Several members of the Pirate football team recently earned postseason honors for their work during the fall season. From left to right are Davian
Coss (all-conference honorable mention), Jaxten Schiel (all-conference honorable mention), Harley Armijo (all-conference first team and all-state
honorable mention), Seth Aucoin (all-conference first team), Blake Laner (all-conference first team and all-state honorable mention), Gavin Lindahl
(all-conference first team and all-state first team), Seth Zeigler (all-conference honorable mention), Colton Lucero (all-conference honorable mention)
and Creede Dozier (all-conference first team). Not pictured are Conner Kelly (all-conference first team and all-state second team), Freddy Barnas
(all-conference honorable mention), Jayden Martin (all-conference honorable mention) and coach Nathan Morales (conference coach of the year).

WRESTLING

Pirates secure two third-place finishes at Warrior Classic

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate boys’ wrestling team competed
at the Warrior Classic in Grand Junc-
tion on Dec. 15 and 16, taking 14th
place overall and securing two third-
place finishes.

Coach Dan Janowsky commented
that the tournament was a “really
good test,” with the team’s top per-
formers being tested, as well as
achieving victories over difficult
competition and wrestling well.

The coach stated that many of
these matches were hard fought and
close, with team members remain-
ing active and scoring points even in
matches they ultimately lost.

He stated, for the team’s top wres-
tlers, the tournament was a “very
positive sign of where they’re at and
where they can go.”

He added that the tournament was
also a good experience for the team’s
less-skilled wrestlers, who gained
high-level tournament experience
and an opportunity to “see what they
need to do.

Janowsky commented that there
was “a little disappointment” among
members of the team on Dec. 15
about their level of success, adding,
“When you put a lot into it and you
don’tget whatyou want, you're a little

Swim
H Continued from A11

seconds. Natalie Talley finished
32nd with a time of 46.14 seconds,
and was followed by Lucia Rivera
in 33rd with a time of 46.40 seconds
and Ruby Snell in 34th with a time of
47.22 seconds.

Karis Blackman led the Lady Pi-
rates in the 100-meter freestyle, log-
ging a time of 1:15.97 to finish 21st.
Leah Blackman finished 27th with a
time of 1:24.69. Monterroso followed
in 28th with a time of 1:28.65. Gutier-
rez logged a time of 1:35.14 to finish
30th. Mars followed in 31st with a
time of 1:37.46, and Talley finished
32nd with a time of 1:40.83.

Cram finished 13th and earned
two points for the team in the
500-meter freestyle with a time of
7:48.31, while Slingerland earned one
point with a 15th-place finish with a
time of 8:34.02.

Three Pagosa teams took part in
the 200-meter freestyle relay.

The team of Gorman, Gantt, Karis
Blackman and Hedgecock finished
10th and earned eight points with a
time of 2:10.77.

The team of Leah Blackman, Mon-
terroso, Cram and Slingerland fin-
ished 15th with a time of 2:29.97,
earning two points.

The team of Stewart, Gutierrez,
Mars and Talley finished 16th with a
time of 2:49.89.

In the 100-meter backstroke,
Gantt finished 14th with a time of
1:27.01 and Rivera finished 21st with
a time of 2:13.38.

In the 100-meter breaststroke,
Hedgecock finished 16th with a time
0f 1:40.30. Snell finished 22nd with a
time of 1:56.19, and Gorman followed
in 23rd with a time of 1:56.90.

Then, on Monday, the team trav-
eled to Adams State University to take
on Sargent, with Sargent logging a
108-45 win.

Two Lady Pirate teams took part
in the 200 medley relay, with the team
of Karis Blackman, Leah Blackman,
Gantt and Dharma Adams finishing
second and earning four points with
atime of 2:34.03.

The team of Mars, Slingerland,
Monterroso and Gutierrez finished

disappointed, and we gotta do better
and that goes with the territory.”

The coach added that many of the
challenges the team’s less-successful
wrestlers faced were difficulties in
psychologically adapting to the in-
tensity of competition at the tourna-
ment instead of technical or physical
difficulties.

He stated that less-experienced
wrestlers “wrestle in spurts” with gaps
in between and that, although many
ofthese wrestlers did “good things, we
just have to figure out how to string
those things together”

He explained that the team will
work on enhancing wrestlers’ under-
standing of their mental challenges
and then working at practicing under
high intensity.

“I really think that’s the biggest
change that has to take place)”
Janowsky said. “I think these guys,
and most young teenagers, their bod-
ies are young and strong and capable,
but the mind tells them otherwise.”

In the 126-pound weight class,
Stephen Pair went 0-2, receiving a
bye in the first championship round
and being pinned in the second
championship round and the second
consolation round.

Hudson Mazur, in the 132-pound
weight class, went 1-2 and scored
three points for the team.

He was pinned in the first cham-

fourth with a time of 3:06.43.

Gorman took third and earned
three points in the 200 freestyle with
a time of 2:54.40. Stewart followed in
fourth with a time of 3:05.69, earning
two points. Talley finished sixth with
atime of 4:23.48.

In the 200 individual medley,
Gantt finished second with a time of
3:20.52, earning four points.

Three Lady Pirates picked up
points in the 50 freestyle, with Ad-
ams winning the event with a time
of 31.00 seconds to earn six points,
Leah Blackman finishing third and
earning three points with a time of
35.37 seconds, and Mars finishing
fifth and earning one point with a
time of 37.95 seconds.

Adams took third in the 100 free-
style with a time of 1:12.84, earning
three points. Mars earned one point
with a fifth-place finish in 1:36.20.

Gorman also took third in the 500
freestyle with a time of 7:47.09, earn-
ing three points. Slingerland followed
in fourth with a time of 8:46.41, earn-
ing two points.

Three Lady Pirate teams competed
in the 200 freestyle relay.

The team of Leah Blackman, Karis
Blackman, Slingerland and Gorman
took second with a time of 2:23.47,
earning four points.

The team of Stewart, Gutierrez,
Monterroso and Mars finished fourth
with a time of 2.34.88.

The team of Marie Smith, Snell,
Rivera and Talley finished fifth in
3:08.76.

In the 100 backstroke, Stewart
logged a fourth-place finish with a
time of 1:38.28, earning two points.

pionship round, pinned his opponent
in the second championship round
and was pinned in the second con-
solation round.

In the 138-pound weight class,
Luke Tressler in the went 5-1, taking
third place and scoring 24 points.

He pinned both his opponents in
the first and second championship
rounds, and defeated his opponent
by decision in the quarterfinals before
being pinned in the semifinals.

He then pinned his opponents in
the consolation semifinals and the
third-place match to take third.

In the semifinals, Tressler faced an
opponent currently seeking his fourth
state title, the coach explained, add-
ing that the team had not wrestled
him before and “didn’t have a very
good feel for him” in the initial en-
counter, although they would like a
rematch to attempt to improve.

In the 144-pound weight class,
Colton Lucero took third place, going
5-1 and scoring 22 points.

He pinned his opponent in the
first championship round, won by
decision in the second championship
round and pinned his opponent in
the quarterfinals before being pinned
in semifinals.

Lucero then defeated his oppo-
nent in the consolation semifinals
with a pin before winning the third-
place match by decision.

Monterroso earned one point after
finishing fifth with a time of 1:49.12.

Karis Blackman took third in the
100 breaststroke with a time of
1:29.73, earning three points. Leah
Blackman took fifth in the event with
a time of 1:35.11, earning one point.
Rivera followed in sixth with a time
of 1:57.26.

In the 400 freestyle relay, the team
of Gorman, Gantt, Slingerland and
Adams took third with a time of
5:09.32, earning two points.

In her email, Miller notes several
swimmers stood out over the two
events.

“As far as swimmers rising to the
occasion, Grace Cram and Asia Gor-
man really were standout swimmers
in Montrose,” Miller wrote. “Grace
completed her first 500 Freestyle and
Asia [swam)] 100 Butterfly: both very
difficult swims in terms of pacing
and technique. Atboth Montrose and
Sargent, Chloe [Gantt] really stepped
up as a swimmer, leading by example
through her incredible perseverance
at both meets. She PR'd in the 200
Freestyle in Montrose and although
sick in Sargent, managed to garner
second place in the 200 IM.”

Now, the Lady Pirates will have a
break from formal competition until
they head to Durango for a pair of
meets on Jan. 12 and 13, 2024.

“We hope to continue working on
endurance during the time we can
swim and that our athletes get and
stay healthy over the break, rest up
and are ready for more competition
(five more meets) in the month of
January,” Miller wrote.

randi@pagosasun.com
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Janowsky explained that Lucero’s
bracket included several highly
ranked state wrestlers, including
the wrestler who defeated him in
the semifinals, where the coach ex-
plained that Lucero was leading until
his opponent manipulated him into a
position he was less familiar with and
pinned him.

In the 150-pound weight class,
Wyatt Hoover went 0-2, being pinned
in the first championship round and
losing by decision in the first consola-
tion round.

Seth Aucoin, wrestling in the
165-pound weight class, scored three
points and went 1-2.

He was pinned in the first cham-
pionship round, pinned his opponent
in the first consolation round and was
pinned again in the second consola-
tion round.

Derek Carter, wrestling in the
175-pound weight class, went 0-2 and
was pinned in the first champion-
ship round and the first consolation
round.

M See Wrestling A14

Need *100? Need *5,000?

Come see us now!

$ CASH LOANS $

Short-term loans based on collateral only, we take collateral on the following:
Cars ® Trucks e Trailers e ATVs e Motorcycles

Guns e Gold ¢ Jewelry e Silver & More

* Got Gold? Get Cash! x

Turn your old, broken jewelry
into CASH TODAY

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160) e (970) 731-PAWN (7296)
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Robert D Scott, CFP®, AAMS®
President
bobscott@scottstrategicinv.com

Anthony M. Doctor, RICP®
Wealth Manager
anthonydoctor@scottstrategicinv.com

189 Talisman Drive, Ste. D | Pagosa Springs CO 81147
970-731-3070 | scottstrategicinv.com

The gift of love,
the gift of peace,
the gift of happiness.
May these be yours
during this
holiday season.

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial,
a registered investment advisor, Member FINRA SIPC

Drivers license service
Free recycling

Expanded broadband

Re-elect Warren Brown
County Commissioner

The progress Commissioner Brown
has been a part of delivering to the residents
in Archuleta County, speaks for itself.

Advocate for lower gas prices
Increased affordable housing options

Improved food security services

Now is the time to keep moving forward

and continue getting things done.
Re-Elect Commissioner Warren Brown, District 1!

Paid for by Committee to Re-Elect Warren Brown Archuleta County Commissioner District 1.
Warren Brown Registered Agent.

District 1

Early childhood education

Sensible STR regulations

Increased citizen-led advisory
committees

Added public transportation routes

Veteran discounts

and many more!
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Parks and rec board discusses projects

By Robert Moore
Staff Writer

On Dec. 7, 2023, the Combined
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
conducted its regular monthly meet-
ing at the Town Hall.

The meeting began with the Tree
Board meeting.

Darren Lewis, parks and recre-
ation director for the Town of Pagosa
Springs, provided an update that
dead cottonwoods by the pickleball
courts will be removed and ongoing
tree maintenance will be continued.

Lewis indicated also that he had
talked with Josh Braun of the Colo-
rado State Forest Service in Durango
regarding updates on possible grants
and that he would be researching
those to determine if they could be
used for next year.

Lewis then reported he had sub-
mitted the annual application for the
Tree City USA membership and that
there should be no issues maintain-
ing that status.

The Tree Board meeting was ad-
journed with the note that the next
meeting would be in March.

The Parks and Recreation Advi-
sory Board meeting was then called
to order.

Lewis provided the board an up-
date on the Festival of Trees, which

“We raised the most
we’ve ever raised.
What was dispersed
for all 20 nonprofits
was $46,121.50. And
so that was very
impressive, and I
couldn’t thank the

crowd enough.”
Darren Lewis

occurred on Dec. 1 and included 20
nonprofits.

Lewis reported, “It was a very suc-
cessful event. The generosity was
overwhelming in regard to the bid-

ding process on these trees from the
community. We raised the mostwe’ve
ever raised. What was dispersed for
all 20 nonprofits was $46,121.50. And
so that was very impressive, and I
couldn’t thank the crowd enough.”

Lewis then shared the Parks De-
partment report from Parks Supervi-
sor Nick Printz, noting that the Christ-
mas lighting had been installed and
illuminated throughout the parks and
that it was “a collaboration between
the public works department and the
parks department. They do a great
job in regards to that and it’s a lot of
work, but theylook beautiful. I'm very
pleased with it

Lewis reported that the snow re-
moval was going well with the new
staff who are currently learning their
respective snow removal routes and
equipment, and that the 6th Street
connector trail project was com-
pleted.

“I've gotten some great feedback
from it already from the community
in regards to it, so they’re pleased
with it,” Lewis shared.

He added additional work was
completed on the pickleball courts,

Registration open for youth basketball, youth pickleball

By Matt Zaborowski
Town of Pagosa Springs

Registration is now open for the
9- to 12-year-old basketball league.

The registration fee is $45 for the
first child and $25 for the second
child. The registration deadline is
Dec. 31.

Practices will start Jan. 8, 2024,
with games starting late January and
running through February.

Practices and games will be Mon-
days through Thursdays at the Ross

Aragon Community Center.

Youth pickleball

Youth open play is now available
and ready to welcome those ages 9-16
who are interested in learning the
basics of pickleball.

Our experienced club members
will be teaching kids the fundamen-
tals and providing them with drills
to practice. Loaner paddles will be
available.

Our youth will have the opportu-
nity to learn new skills and engage

WRESTLING

in games on a daily basis throughout

the eight-day session every Saturday.
Don’t miss out on this fun and

exciting opportunity for your child.

Online registration
available

Online registration is available
through our town website at pago-
sasprings.co.gov, or stop by the Ross
Aragon Community Center.

Please call the Recreation Depart-
ment with any questions, (970) 264-
4151, ext. 524.

Lady Pirates compete in Bayfield scrimmage

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Lady Pirate girls’ wrestling division
competed at the Bayfield tournament
on Dec. 16, which was reworked into
a scrimmage.

Coach Dan Janowsky explained
that the reworking was driven by “a
couple” teams withdrawing from the
tournament.

He added that team scores are not
kept for scrimmages, although the
event included referees and match
scores.

He stated that the event was a “re-
ally good simulation of competition”
and that the division is “clearly get-
ting better” and “got a lot out of it.”

The Lady Pirates will next compete
inaJan. 17,2024, dual against Ignacio
in Ignacio beginning at 5 p.m.

Jjosh@pagosasun.com

Wrestling

B Continued from A13

In the 190-pound weight class,
Connor Kelly scored eight points for
the team and went 3-2.

He won with a pin in the first
championship round and by deci-
sion in the second championship
round before losing by decision in
the quarterfinals.

Kelly then won the fourth consola-
tion round with a major decision
before being pinned in the fifth con-
solation round.

The coach noted that Kelly was
defeated in the quarterfinal by an
opponent who defeated him at the
previous week’s Columbine Tourna-
ment, although Kelly’s performance
improved between the matches.

He added that, in both of Kelly’s
defeats, he was narrowing the scoring
gap on his opponents but “ran out of
time” and “had to take some chances.”

Al

Harley Armijo, wrestling in the
215-pound weight class, went 2-2 and
scored six points.

He received a bye in the first
championship round before losing
by decision in the second.

Armijo recovered, pinning his op-
ponents in the second and third
consolation rounds before losing the
fourth consolation round by decision.

Janowsky explained that one of
Armijo’s defeats came at the hands
of a wrestler who placed third in the
weight class overall.

He added both of Armijo’s losses
were one-point defeats and that
Armijo made some errors in them,
wrestling more aggressively than
Janowsky believed was optimal, leav-
ing room for him to improve and po-
tentially secure victories in the future.

He also noted that Armijo is “very
undersized” in his weight class, being

closer to Kelly in size and weight.

The Pirates also competed in the
Durango Quad in Durango on Dec.
20, with duals against Durango, Man-
cos and Farmington, N.M.

The results of this event will be
reported in the Dec. 28 issue of The
SUN.

Janowsky explained that the teams
in the quad are similar to the Pirates
in the sense that they contain strong
wrestlers but do not have a consis-
tently strong lineup.

“So, we hope that we can match
our better guys against their better
guys first,” Janowsky said.

He also emphasized the benefits of
this competition to the team’s training,
noting that the event provides a strong
motivation to engrain lessons from
the Warrior Classic and put them into
action prior to winter break.

Jjosh@pagosasun.com

including a new sidewalk, an asphalt
parking lot and some new landscap-
ing, and also the mulching of the 5th
Street trail per direction from the
Pagosa Springs Town Council.

Discussion ensued about the 5th
Street easement, with it noted that
some of the condo owners do not
want it, and about possible other
connections to the 6th Street trail and
that the mulch would be washed out
again by high waters in the spring.

Lewis then presented the Recre-
ation Department report, highlight-
ing the data provided by Recreation
Supervisor Amanda Gadomski,
Recreation Supervisor. Per her report,
for the month of November, the Ross
Aragon Community Center had 175
people participate in free community
programs.

M See Projects A16

Public Notices

SNOW REMOVAL

Ranch Driveways -

Driveways « Roofs

Call today to get on our client list now for better rates

970-507-1542
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Good luck,
Pirates!

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY,
COLORADO
Case Number: 2023CV30082
Court Address: 109 Harman Park Dr, Pagosa Springs,
CO 81147
Phone Number: (970) 264-8160
Plaintiffs:
GARY D. IMHOFF and S. DENISE IMHOFF
V.
Defendants:
T. DUDLEY HOUSE and ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS
WHO CLAIM ANY INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT MAT-
TER OF THIS ACTION.
Submitting Attorney:
Duke Eggleston, #24965
Eggleston Kosnik LLC
160 E. 12th St., Ste 7
Durango, CO 81301
Phone Number: (970) 403-1580
E-mail: deggleston@e-klaw.com

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
PLAINTIFFS GARY D. IMHOFF and S. DENISE IM-
HOFF
TO THE BELOW NAMED DEFENDANTS:
T. DUDLEY HOUSE AND ALL UKNOWN PERSONS
WHO CLAIM ANY INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT MAT-
TER OF THIS ACTION
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to ap-
pear and defend against the claims of the complaint
filed with the court in this action by filing with the clerk
of this court an answer or other response. You are
required to file your answer or other response within
35 days after the service of this summons upon you.
Service of this summons shall be complete on the day
of the last publication. A copy of the complaint may be
obtained from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the
complaint without further notice.
This is an action to quiet the title of the Plaintiff in and to
the real property situate in Archuleta County, Colorado,
more particularly described as follows:
Lot 21 of Block 13 in AMENDED ASPEN SPRINGS
SUBDIVISION NO. 2, according to the plat thereof filed
for record June 15, 1971 as Reception No. 74503.
Respectfully Submitted this 27th day of November,
2023.
Published in The Pagosa Sun
First Publication: December 7, 2023
Last Publication: January 4, 2024
Eggleston Kosnik LLC
/s/ Duke Eggleston
Duke Eggleston, #24965

160 E. 12th St., Ste 7
Durango, CO 81301
(970) 403-1580
(222898)

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY,
COLORADO
Case Number: 2023CV30085
Court Address: 109 Harman Park Dr, Pagosa Springs,
CO 81147
Phone Number: (970) 264-8160
Plaintiff:
LAURA KIM NOVAK
V.
Defendants:
JACK L. RICH; RICH ENTERPRISES and ALL UN-
KNOWN PERSONS WHO CLAIM ANY INTEREST IN
THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS ACTION.
Submitting Attorney:
Duke Eggleston, #24965
Eggleston Kosnik LLC
160 E. 12th St., Ste 7
Durango, CO 81301
Phone Number: (970) 403-1580
E-mail: deggleston@e-klaw.com

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
PLAINTIFFS LAURA KIM NOVAK
TO THE BELOW NAMED DEFENDANTS:
JACK L. RICH; RICH ENTERPRISES AND ALL
UKNOWN PERSONS WHO CLAIM ANY INTEREST
IN THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS ACTION
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to ap-
pear and defend against the claims of the complaint
filed with the court in this action by filing with the clerk
of this court an answer or other response. You are
required to file your answer or other response within
35 days after the service of this summons upon you.
Service of this summons shall be complete on the day
of the last publication. A copy of the complaint may be
obtained from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the
complaint without further notice.
This is an action to quiet the title of the Plaintiff in and to
the real property situate in Archuleta County, Colorado,
more particularly described as follows:
Lot 575, as recorded in the office of the County Clerk
and Recorder of Archuleta County, Colorado on April 1,
1991 in Book 326, Pages 10, 11 and 12 as Reception
Number 0178458, situated in Aspen Springs Subdivi-
sion, Archuleta County, Colorado.
Respectfully Submitted this 8th day of December, 2023.

Published in The Pagosa Sun

First Publication: December 21, 2023
Last Publication: January 18, 2024
Eggleston Kosnik LLC

/s/ Duke Eggleston

Duke Eggleston, #24965

160 E. 12th St., Ste 7

Durango, CO 81301

(970) 403-1580

(223888)

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, STATE
OF COLORADO
Case No: 2023CV30080
Court Address: 449 San Juan Street
Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147
Phone Number: 970-264-5932
BERNADETTE M. GONZALES ALSO KNOWN AS
BERNADETTE M. CANDELARIA GONZALES,
Plaintiff
V.
ELVIRIA M. CANDELARIA AND ANY AND ALL UN-
KNOWN PERSONS OR PERSONS WHOSE WHERE-
ABOUTS ARE UNKNOWN WHO CLAIM ANY INTER-
EST IN THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS ACTION,
Defendants.
Attorney for Plaintiff:
The Law Firm of Marla C. Underell, LLC Marla C.
Underell, Atty. Reg. No. 31076 101 West 11th Street,
Suite 104
Durango, Colorado 81301
Office Phone Number: 970-403-8093
Cell Phone Number: 970-317-0341
FAX Number: 970-403-8091
E-mail: marla@underell-law.com

SUMMONS (TO QUIET TITLE) BY PUBLICATION
PLAINTIFF: BERNADETTE M. CANDELARIA
GONZALES
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS:
You are hereby summoned and required to appear and
defend against the claims of the Complaint filed with
the court in this action, by filing with the clerk of this
court an answer or other response. You are required to
file your answer or other response within 21 days after
the service of this summons upon you in the State of
Colorado or within 35 days after service of this sum-
mons upon you outside the State of Colorado. Service
of this summons shall be complete on the day of the last
publication. A copy of the Complaint may be obtained
from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the
complaint in writing within 21 or 35 days after the date
of the last publication, judgment by default may be ren-
dered against you by the court for the relief demanded

in the complaint without further notice.

This is an action to quiet title to: The NE1/4SE1/4
of Section 24, Township 34 North, Range 5 West,
N.M.P.M., South of the Ute Line, TOGETHER WITH
all water and water rights, wells, ditch and ditch rights,
groundwater rights, and related easements and infra-
structure appurtenant to, historically used on or associ-
ated therewith, and any and all water rights adjudicated
to the Subject Property, including but not limited to 1
and 1/2 c.f.s. of water equivalent to 70 acre-feet of irri-
gation water, in the Riverview Ditch, a/k/a Ditch No. 182
off the Piedra River, pursuant to Priority No. 258, with
an historic date of June 1, 1912, and a decreed date of
June 1, 1921; ALSO TOGETHER WITH all surface and
subsurface mineral interests, of any nature whatsoever,
including but not limited to oil, gas, CO2 and their con-
stituents and all other minerals owned by Grantor that
may be produced from the property.

Dated this 7th day of November, 2023. Published in the
Pagosa Sun Newspaper.

First Publication: November 23, 2023.

Last Publication: December 21, 2023.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 7th day of Novem-
ber, 2023. THE LAW FIRM OF MARLA C. UNDERELL,
LLC

/s/ Marla C. Underell

Attorney for Plaintiff:

Marla C. Underell, Atty. Reg. No. 31076

101 West 11th Street, Suite 104

Durango, Colorado 81301

Office Phone Number: 970-403-8093

Cell Phone Number: 970-317-0341

FAX Number: 970-403-8091

E-mail: marla@underell-law.com

Published November 23, 30, & December 7, 14 & 21,
2023 in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (222005)

Lien Sale Auction Advertisement

Notice is hereby given that Pursuant to the Colorado
Self-Service Storage Facility Act, (B&P Code 38-21.5
103 et. seq.), the undersigned will sell at public auction;
personal property including but not limited to furniture,
clothing, tools, and/or other misc. items. Auction to be
held at 10:00 am On December 29, 2023 at www.self-
storageauction.com. The property is stored at: Airport
Self Storage, 201 County Road 600, Pagosa Springs,
CO 81147 NAME OF TENANT

Emily Hawkins

Gary Barrett

12/21, 12/28/23

CNS-3765188#

THE SUN (PAGOSA SPRINGS)

Published December 21 & 28, 2023 in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (224106)

Notice for Publication to Edward Rafferty

This publication is to notify you as father of the child
J.O.W. there is an on-going child welfare matter
contained in Archuleta District Court File Number
23JV30001. The next hearing in this matter is set for
January 9, 2024 at 3:00 P.M. Contact the Court at 970-
264-8160 for additional information.

Published December 7, 14, 21 & 28, 2023 and January
4, 2024 in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (223256)

Notice is hereby given that Archuleta County is seek-
ing proposals for Professional Cleaning Services for
all County Facilities. Proposals will be received by the
Archuleta County Finance Department at 398 Lewis
Street, Pagosa Springs, Colorado, until 2:00 p.m. on
January 4, 2024. The Invitation for Bids can be found
on the county website at www.archuletacounty.org.
Published December 21 & 28, 2023 in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (223950)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Jerrold Granok. Case Number 2023 PR 30048
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the personal rep-
resentative or to
District Court of Archuleta, County, Colorado or on or
before April 21, 2024 (date)*, or the claims may be for-
ever barred.
Daniel L. Fiedler, Attorney at Law
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Published December 21 & 24, 2023 and January 4,
2024 in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (224178)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Silvia Maria Doglia. Case Number 2023 PR
30046
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the personal rep-
resentative or to
District Court of Archuleta, County, Colorado or on or
before April 21, 2024 (date)*, or the claims may be for-
ever barred.
Daniel L. Fiedler, Attorney at Law
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Published December 21 & 24, 2023 and January 4,
2024 in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (224180)

PAGOSA AREA WATER AND SANITATION DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON WATER &
WASTEWATER SERVICE CHARGE CHANGES
JANUARY 25, 2024
At a Board Meeting on December 14, 2023, the Pagosa

Area Water and Sanitation District Board of Directors
approved changes to the rates and capital investment
fees for water & wastewater service customers. The
changes will increase the minimum monthly service
charge per equivalent unit and increase the volume
rate charges by 3% annually through 2031 and will
equate to a 27% cumulative increase over the 8 year
period for water service customers.
The following changes will be implemented in 2024:
WATER CHARGES
Monthly Service Charge: (per equivalent unit) increase
from $31.44 to $32.38
Volume Charge:

2,001-8,000 gallons usage (rate per 1,000 gallons)
increase from $5.64 to $5.81

8,001-20,000 gallons usage (rate per 1,000 gallons)
increase from $11.29 to $11.63

Over 20,001 gallons usage (rate per 1,000 gallons)
increase from $14.17 to $14.60
Water Fill Station Charge per 1,000 gallons: increase
from $12.18 to $12.55
Water Availability of Service increase from $14.30 to
$14.73
Wastewater Availability of Service increase from $12.50
to $16.25
WASTEWATER CHARGES
The changes to wastewater service charges include an
initial 30% annual rate increase beginning in 2024 and
ending in 2025, a 5% annual rate increase beginning in
2026 and ending in 2029 and ending in an 15% annual
rate increase in years 2030 and 2031. These increases
will equate to a 172% cumulative increase over the 8
year period.
Monthly Service Charge: (per equivalent unit) increase
from $32.80 to $42.64
Short Term Rental Service Charge (1.4X Base Rate)
$59.70
CAPITAL INVESTMENT FEES
Capital Investment Fees for Water increase from
$5,352.37 to $8.958.00
Capital Investment Fees for Wastewater increase from
$1,178.98 to $15,697.00
The Water and Wastewater Rate Study can be found at
http://www.pawsd.org
For assistance regarding how these proposed rate
changes could affect your water bill, please call 970-
731-2691 and a staff member will be able to do a com-
parison based upon your historical usage.
Published December 21, 2023 in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (224418)
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Pagosa Springs Community Development
Corporation discusses workforce housing project

By Robert Moore
Staff Writer

At its Dec. 6 work session, the
Pagosa Springs Community Devel-
opment Council (PSCDC) board
provided updates regarding its re-
quest for qualifications (RFQ) and an
introduction to Michael Yearman, its
consultant for the PSCDC’s workforce
housing project.

Per the RFQ documentation, “The
Workforce Housing project is part of
the PSCDC efforts to bring workforce
housing to the region. In this first
phase, it plans to build 10 new single-
family housing units on vacantlots in
the Pagosa Lakes Property Owners
Association (PLPOA). PSCDC also
has acquired title to a total of 35 lots
within the PLPOA and intends to con-
tinue the development of these lots in
subsequentyears in multiple phases”

Emily Lashbrooke, executive di-
rector of the PSCDC, opened the
work session and began discussion
on the area median income (AMI)
chartprovided in the meeting packet.

She stated that they worked with
the consultant to develop the AMI
ranges and highlighted where it
showed what a single person could
afford to pay at 80 percent AMI for a
house, and then also a two bedroom
with three people occupancy or 4.5
people occupancy.

“This is what they can afford to pay
for ahouse,” she said. “So, that is how
we came up with the numbers that
went into the RFQ.

She added they need to build be-
tween $240,000 and $320,000 to hit
the range.

Lashbrooke then began a review
of the RFQ, which was also included
in the meeting packet.

She stated that there were two
things that were very important to
know.

The first was “that we had ... to be
able to adhere to the grant language
that has been delivered to us if we
go after any grant funding,” she
said, adding the second was that
this would be a two-phase process
targeting producing houses by next
November.

She next pointed out that local
builders were asked to provide the
PSCDCwith atwo-bedroom plan and
a three-bedroom plan, and that the
PSCDC explained to them the AMI
that needs to be hit.

Lashbrooke said, “We are going to
go after some grant funding and
subsidies to try to offset the cost
to get into that AMI. I know due to
the research we did earlier this year
that we really have to work hard to
hit that AMI level, so we have to get
grant funding, we have to get down
payment assistance, we have to get,
not down payment — it’s something
else that the Department of Housing
offers. It's up to $50,000 per house but
it defers down the cost of the build”

She indicated the PSCDC is look-
ing at all these grant opportunities
and is starting to build a capital stack
now for the project.

Lashbrooke noted that the RFQ
went out to all the local builders, who
provided quotes to the PSCDC early
in the spring, and that it was also
placed on Bidnet.

Bidnet is a website that provides
companies access to bid opportuni-
ties from state departments, munici-
palities and the federal government.

She also pointed out that a page
had been created on the PSCDC
website where the RFQ document
will live and where builders can check
for updates regularly.

“If youlogin to the Pagosa Springs
Community Development page, you
can see workforce housing as another
piece in the menu bar to the left. If
you click on that,” Lashbrooke said,
“you get a nice little overview of our
workforce housing project and, also,
the RFQ lives on that page.”

She explained that this allows the
builders to review the document and
ask any questions they would like.
She further stated that they need to
submit those in writing only to her
and that she would post the questions
and the answers and notify those
who are participating that there is a
new topic.

She then clarified that the builders
are referred to as developers in the
RFQ.

Discussing the timeline for re-
sponses, Lashbrooke explained the
developers would need to return their
phase-one development plans to the
PSCDC by 5 p.m. onJan. 5, 2024, and
that a committee would evaluate all
the proposals and select and notify
two finalists by Jan. 12, 2024.

When the two firms are selected,
they will have until Jan. 25, 2024, to
return their final proposal, which will
be reviewed by the PSCDC board.

Lashbrooke requested that the
entire board be available at 3 p.m. on
Jan. 31, 2024, for the final presenta-
tion from the developers.

The developers will be required to
have a guaranteed maximum price
per house which the PSCDC will take
to the banks to obtain funding.

In addition, per the recommenda-
tion of Yearman, the PSCDC will pay
each developer a $5,000 stipend to
cover the costs of engineering and
architectural plans, etc.

The two finalists will come to the
board on Jan. 3, 2024, to give a
30-minute presentation and then
take questions for 30 minutes. The
final decision is to be made by Feb.
5,2024.

Lashbrooke also pointed out the
RFQ has an “economies of scale”
option that allows the developer to
be considered for phase two of the
project.

A question was raised asking if the
timeline allows enough time for the
developers.

Lashbrooke replied, “I can tell you
that all of the local builders are
prepared for this ... RFQ. They're
prepared. They know we're building
these houses, they know what we're
looking for. We now have to find
the AMI range ... If we don’t make a
selection by mid-February or have
a contract by mid-February, then
it pushes all of our build time back
and we likely will not have houses in
the market next year. They will end
up in 2025/

Lashbrooke then reviewed the
maps showing the locations for the
builds.

She stated that the PSCDC “al-
ready had the deeds, that water and
sewer were in the road and electricity
was very close and that all this would
make the cost of these builds lower
than any other year”

At this point, Yearman joined the
meeting via Zoom and introduced
himself.

“Iam a one-man consultant firm”
he said. “Prior to starting my firm, I
was a local government planner for
15 years, ran a planning and building
department in Crested Butte, Salida,
worked in Buena Vista and the town
of Vail. So, I've always sat on the —
and my company currently always
sits on the — side oflocal government
and nonprofits. We do not, or Ido not,
ever take on developers as clients,
and so I very much am just focused
on working with local governments
or nonprofits and doing affordable
housing ... ThenIalso work on getting
buyers into the houses, getting down
payment assistance and making sure
they’re successful in their new home.”

In response to a question raised
earlier in the meeting, Yearman
clarified that the acronyms RFQ and
RFP (request for proposal) are in-
terchangeable, stating, “I like to call
it an RFQ especially for what we're
doingbecause the first selection is re-
allybased on their ability to perform,

their company reputation, et cetera.
And then the second phase of our
finalist selection is going to be based
on their design and their pricing”

Lashbrooke then led the discus-
sion to the Fair Housing Act, explain-
ing, “We cannot discriminate against
race, color, natural origin, religion,
sex, family status or disability.”

Both Lashbrooke and Yearman
outlined the difficulties presented
by the buyer lottery process and the
risk of selecting someone that is ul-
timately unable to afford the house.

They added the AMI cap would
help control that risk.

Lashbrooke then outlined that two
committees would be formed when
the PSCDC went into a board meet-
ing. These committees would be three
people each, composed of two board
members and a citizen.

Per Lashbrooke, the first commit-
tee would be on the builder side
reviewing the proposals that come
in on the first round and making the
recommendation for the two finalists.
The second committee would devel-
op the deeded restrictions that are on
the house and to develop the lottery
system. Yearman would be tasked
with working with both committees
to ensure those are completed within
the proposed timeline.

She next outlined the proposed
buying process, explaining, “Kind
of what we’re proposing is that we
release the short application for
entering interest into the program in
February to March. We're also going
to do some marketing on this pro-
gram at that point. Then we will close
it at the end of March and we will
take the qualified applicants that hit
the AMI range or say they do. We're
actually going to lean on the banks
to give us financial verification of the
AMI as they go through the process.
When we compile the list of qualified
buyers, then we will connect to all of
the banking partners at one time. This
way, the banking partners know that
they're participating in our workforce
housing. Some of the banks have
created a special program for the
potential home buyers here, and then
they will start working through the
mortgage preapproval process over
the next several months.”

The proposed plan, according to
Lashbrooke, is to place all the pre-
approved applicants into a lottery
drawing to be held as a public event.

“We’ll have maps on the wall
where people can come up and select
their property that will already be
defined of what we are building this
year, “ she said. “And then we will start
to establish the purchase contract
for all chosen applicants to get them
teed up and ready to go so that they
can close on their property as soon as
the certificate of occupancy is there”

The next topic covered was the
insurance considerations for the
project.

Lashbrooke stated that all vacant
land notunder construction this year
could be a single liability insurance
policy that would cost between $300
and $500 per year, and that a general
liability owner contract policy would
also be needed for the constructed
houses.

Additionally, she noted, a builder
risk insurance policy will need to
be obtained on all the houses being
constructed.

She continued that the cost, which
she estimated to be $920 per year, is
figured on the guaranteed maximum
price of the replacement costs.

Discussing construction finance
options, Lashbrooke stated that the
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Colorado Housing and Finance Au-
thority (CHFA) offered aloan, but that
application fees and Fair Housing
pay considerations would drive up
the costs considerably and that they
would fare better with traditional
lenders and with layering additional
options such as grants and a 2 percent
loan from the Transformational Af-
fordable Housing Act.

These options will be discussed at
the January meeting after numbers
have been firmed up, according to
Lashbrooke.

The board discussed and agreed
that the committees should make a
recommendation to the board and
the board would weigh in on the final
decision.

Also discussed was that the RFQ
allows the board to select additional
finalists, but only two will be awarded
the $5,000 stipend for design.

The board next discussed volun-
teers for the committees and the
need to add one citizen to both the
builder and buyer committees, and
also agreed that the RFQ should be
reviewed by the PSCDC attorney.

The predevelopment costs for the
project were discussed, and Lash-
brooke agreed to go to the Pagosa
Area Water and Sanitation District
for possible waivers of costs.

Yearman added that he has some
additional grant sources that could
cover some of those costs, although
the timing could be problematic.

The board then discussed several
additional risks and it was pointed
out that four of the 10 houses could
be sold to businesses, reducing the
PSCDC'’s liability and possible con-
struction lending costs.

The board next discussed the bud-
get with no major changes and that
the housing project funding/costs
would be included at a later meeting
when the numbers are firmed up.

After ending the work session, the
board opened a meeting, where the
motions to create the buyer and
builder committees were approved,
and the budget approved, as well.

Other business included Lash-
brooke providing the board with
updates on grants and grant appli-
cations.

robert@pagosasun.com
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Town council adopts 2024 budget, capital plan

By Derek Kutzer
Staff Writer

At a Dec. 5 public hearing, the
Pagosa Springs Town Council ap-
proved the town’s 2024 budget and
capital improvement plan, which
includes the total budgeted amount
0f$12,572,688 in expenditures for the
fiscal year 2024.

The budget reflects that the town
will raise pay rates for town employ-
ees to above the market median (to
105 percent of the median), while
also increasing its employees’ cost-
of-living-adjustment (COLA) benefits
to 4.7 percent.

This raise for town employees
comes after the council set staffing,
or attracting and retaining employees
who provide critical town services, as
its top priority for 2024.

Those who will receive pay hikes
are those who were previously earn-
ing below the market median, includ-
ing employees in the police, parks
and recreation, public works and
community development depart-
ments, as well as those employed in
the town’s administrative offices and
municipal court who were making
below median pay.

An original draft of the budget was
first presented to the council at an
early-October meeting where the
council directed the budget team to

tweak the numbers to include the
employee pay raises and the increase
in COLA benefits.

Administration Services Manager
Kathy Harker explained at that meet-
ing that town departments are “expe-
riencing alot more turnover” because
of lower-than-median pay rates, and
that some departments are “scram-
bling for people” to keep critical town
services up and running.

At the same meeting, Interim
Town Manager Greg Schulte added
that, currently, 83 percent of town
staff (53 total employees) earn un-
der the market median pay for those
positions.

At the direction of the council,
Schulte crunched the numbers and
brought those findings back before
the council.

Subsequently, the budget went
through two rounds of work sessions
and two public hearings.

On the issue of staffing, council
member Leonard Martinez explained
atan earlier meeting that he was “not
uncomfortable” with the notion of
spending into reserves to pay for the
pay raises.

“This is the right thing to do in
terms of what we're trying to do for
our people,” he said.

The culmination of the budget
hearings came at the Dec. 5 public
meeting.

4 Public Meetings

The following meetings are subject to change.

Thursday, Dec. 21

Pagosa Springs Town Council meeting. 5 p.m., Town Hall, 551 Hot Springs
Blvd. See town website for participation information: https://pagosasprings.

civicweb.net/portal/.

Pagosa Springs Sanitation General Improvement District special meeting.
5 p.m., Town Hall, 551 Hot Springs Blvd. See town website for participation
information: https://pagosasprings.civicweb.net/portal/.

Public meeting information should be sent to editor@pagosasun.com with “Public
Meeting” in the subject line. The deadline is noon Monday each week prior to

publication for that week’s issue.

Projects

H Continued from A14

“We're going to continue to strive
to build our rec programs, butyet not
in a sense have to have our paid staff
running those,” Lewis said.

During a budget update, Lewis
informed the board that the budget
was approved by the town council
during its previous meeting.

Lewis noted the projects approved
for Parks and Rec include a dog park
at Yamaguchi South, new irrigation at
Centennial Park, 36 concrete tee pads
on Reservoir Hill for disc golf and the
thinning of Reservoir Hill underbrush.

Lewis stated that the thinning proj-
ect will cost $20,000 but that he ob-
tained a $15,000 grant thatreduced the
out-of-pocket costs to $5,000.

Other projects include obtaining a
new vehicle and additional security
cameras to build on what was previ-
ously installed, and the hiring of two
additional staff so the department can
be “taking care of things as opposed to
constantly building,” Lewis said.

In response to a question about

what sections of the Town-to-Lakes
Trail are going to be completed next,
Lewis indicated that the section
stretching from 10th Street (from
Pagosa Springs Elementary School)
to Great West Avenue is “a section
that’s going to be designed in 2024 and
hopefully constructed in 2025.”

He also stated that a subdivision
that is going in will be responsible for
paying for a certain section of that trail.

Lewis next reported that the inter-
section at U.S. 160 and Piedra Road
will be completed and managed by
the Colorado Department of Trans-
portation.

He noted that it is going out for bid
atthe end of January and the expected
completion date will not be known
until the bids come back, but that it
could be 2024 or 2025.

He stated that approximately
$968,000 in grant funding will go to-
ward that project.

The next item discussed was the
Pagosa Multi-Purpose Pavilion.

Lewis reported that the town coun-

When this final hearing was
opened to public comment, resi-
dent Bill Hudson expressed dismay
that the new budget reduced the
town’s expenditures for addressing
workforce housing problems in the
community.

Hudson pointed to several past
budgets, where he noted more money
was reserved for housing than in the
current budget being considered.

Hudson was the only citizen to
submit a public comment at the
hearing.

After public comment passed,
Schulte presented a resolution to ap-
prove the budget, explaining that the
council would be doing three things
if it approved the resolution.

If approved, Schulte said, “you
would be adopting the budget, set-
ting the mill levy and appropriating
funds.”

However, he noted that there was
one circumstance that was “alittle bit
different this year,” compared to past
budget adoptions, explaining that the
passage of the resolution would only
set a “preliminary mill levy.”

This is due to the Colorado Legis-
lature meeting in an emergency ses-
sion to “look at adjusting how [prop-
erty tax] evaluations are done. And so
whatwe have hereis a situation where
we have already established evalua-
tion, in this case from town council,’
but “we expect that to change.”

He added that any changes are
expected to be “minuscule,” in the
amount of a “few thousand dollars,”
and thathe recommended the coun-
cil “go ahead and adopt the budget,
setthe milllevies and appropriate the
sums of money based” on the evalu-
ation as it stands now.

He suggested if any major changes
come about due to state legislation,
then the council could readjust or
reset those mill levies in January.

Schulte added that the budget
team consulted with the county as-
sessor, as well as town attorney Bob
Cole, and that it was recommended

cil decided “to give the multipurpose
pavilion people the chance to raise
money towards that project and
they’re giving them two years. So, in
a sense, 'm not touching anything at
Yamaguchi South in the area where
it's proposed ... they're going to report
back to the town council every eight
months so we can see the progress
that’s going on. This is a project that’s
over $3 million.”

Lewis stated he will keep the
board updated on the progress.

The nextitem for discussion was a
request for a memorial plaque to be
placed in Yamaguchi Park near the
skatepark.

Lewis explained that it would be a
small plaque, approximately 3 inches
by 10 inches, to be placed in the
center of one of the benches within
Yamaguchi Park and paid for by the
donor.

Member Mike Musgrove proposed
the idea of having a larger area for
similar plaques at the skatepark.
Lewis agreed that could be a good

The Pagosa Springs Area Tourism Board would like to thank the
100+ staff and volunteers for their help in creating a wonderful

Old Fashioned Christmas Celebration on December 16th.

A special thanks to the Town of Pagosa Springs, Archuleta County, The Pagosa Springs SUN, \
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of Commerce, NOEL singing group, Archuleta County Democrats,
Buckaroos Horse-Drawn Rides, Chimney Rock Interpretive Association, Cornerstone Project

Non Profit, Geothermal Greenhouse Partnership, Humane Society of Pagosa Springs, Jackson
Mountain Ramblers, Knights of Columbus, Main Street Advisory Board, Natural Grocers, Pagosa
Adventure, Pagosa Fire Protection District, Pagosa Springs Medical Center EMS, Posirado, Right
Molecule IV Hydration Lounge, Rocky Mountain Wildlife Park, Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs,

Rugby’s Rescue House, San Juan Outdoor Club, San Juan Salt Caves, Seventh Day Adventist

Church, The Restorative Solutions, The Springs Resort, Upper San Juan Search and Rescue, Wolf

Creek Gun and Bow Association and most importantly, Santa Claus!

that “the best course of action, at this
junction, is to go ahead and move
forward ... to adopt the budget.”

According to the resolution, “for
the purpose of meeting all general
operating expenses of the Town dur-
ing the 2024 budget year, there is
hereby levied a preliminary property
tax of 1.561 mills for a total of 1.561
mills upon each dollar of the total
valuation for assessment of all tax-
able property within the Town to raise
$134,959”

This amount would cover the
town’s operating costs to “keep the
wheels of town government going,’
Schulte said.

Other than thisissue, he explained
that the budget was “unchanged”
since the council last saw the budget
in November.

“We are here to answer any further
questions and we would ask you to
move forward with the resolution,”
Schulte said.

On the issue of staffing, council
member Gary Williams remarked that
“when towns have good, professional
staff, they manage growth well, and so
I think it’s very good that we have the
budget that we have and we have the
staff we have, and we appreciate you
helping us move this forward.”

Williams then made a motion to
adopt the 2024 budget as presented
and to adopt the five-year capital
plan along with it. The resolution was
carried unanimously by the council.

The resolution states that the esti-
mated expenditures for each fund are
as follows:

¢ General Fund: $5,793,070.

e Capital Improvement Fund:
$5,267,864.

e Trust/Impact Fee Fund:
$177,524.

¢ Lodgers’ Tax Fund: $1,192,092.

¢ Geothermal Enterprise Fund:
$50,038.

e Conservation Trust Fund:
$92,100, with total expenditures es-
timated to be $12,572,688.

derek@pagosasun.com

idea and could be similar to the “do-
nation bricks.”

The request was approved by the
board.

The final item for discussion was
review of short- and long-term goals
and how often the board would want
to review these.

After discussion, itwas agreed that
Lewis would report back in the March
meeting and that the goals would be
reviewed annually, with Lewis con-
firming that “it is probably not a bad
idea to just check in with it annually
to see if you guys would like to see
any changes.”

With that final business, the meet-
ing was adjourned.

The next meeting is scheduled for
5:30 p.m. on March 7, 2024.

robert@pagosasun.com
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The Blotter

Items listed in The Blotter report
where an alleged incident occurred
and the nature of the incident. Read-
ers should not assume employees
or owners of a place of business or
a parking lot reported as the scene
of an event are involved as perpe-
trators of the incident.

Archuleta County Sheriff’s Of-

under the influence of alcohol, open
container in a motor vehicle, Nutria
Circle/Acorn Drive.

Dec. 13 — Violation of restrain-
ing order, Holiday Lane.

Dec. 13 — Warrant arrest, Holi-
day Lane.

Dec. 13 — Information only,
domestic violence, harassment-

misdemeanor, 8th Street.

Dec. 10 — Simple assault, 8th
Street.

Dec. 11 — Nuisance/animal run-
ning at large, Eagle Drive.

Dec. 12 — Assault on police/
fireman, South Pagosa Boulevard.

Dec. 12 — Aggravated assault
second degree, criminal mischief,

— $740.50.

Dec. 6 — Kevin Shaffer, off-
highway vehicle operated on street,
fines and costs — $83.50.

Dec. 6 — lan W. Lewis, wildlife
violation of rule/reg, fines and costs
— $221.50.

Dec. 6 — Chance J. McReyn-
olds, wildlife-violation of rule/reg,

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Don't be late! We are running on a tight schedule!

Monday-Sunday from (by reservation only)

fice insults/taunts/challenges, South domestic violence, menacing mis- fines and costs — $221.50. Wilderness Alpen Quality S_ummlt
. . Journeys Haus Inn Ski & Sports
Calls for service for three weeks:  8th Street. demeanor, 9th Street. Dec. 6 — Ernest Ray Sparkman, 7:30 am 7:40 am 7:50 am 8:00 am

609.

Nov. 8 — Information only, Har-
man Park Drive.

Nov. 16 — Information only,
South 10th Street.

Nov. 26 — All other thefts, Bal-
four Court.

Nov. 19 — Failure to register as
sex offender, Dyke Boulevard.

Nov. 22 — All other thefts, U.S.
84.

Nov. 25 — Harassment by phone
or computer, domestic violence,
South 8th Street.

Nov. 28 — Warrant arrest, Hilltop
Drive.

Nov. 28 — Criminal mischief,
Harman Park Drive.

Nov. 28 — Under investigation,
no location listed.

Nov. 28 — Information only, all
other thefts, County Road 600.

Nov. 29 — Unlawful distribution/
manufacture/dispense/sale/pos-
session-amphetamine sell, drove
vehicle when license suspended,
unlawful possession of a controlled
substance, Eagle Drive/Majestic
Drive.

Nov. 29 — Agency assist, infor-
mation only, USFS 681/USFS 628.

Nov. 29 — Violation of restraining
order, Harman Park Drive.

Nov. 30 — Agency assist, infor-
mation only, USFS 919/USFS 629.

Nov. 30 — Menacing-misde-
meanor, bias motivated crimes
intimidation, obstructing govern-
mental operations, false reporting
to authorities, Crooked Road.

Dec. 1 — Sexual assault on a
child (consensual), Simmons Drive.

Dec. 3 — Trespass warning,
Carino Place.

Dec. 3 — Drove vehicle when
license suspended, expired license
plates, West U.S. 160.

Dec. 3 — All other thefts, County
Road 700.

Dec. 3 — Second-degree bur-
glary, criminal mischief, Colo. 151.

Dec. 4 — Child abuse-continued
repeated pattern, North Pagosa
Boulevard.

Dec. 4 — Warrant arrest, Rec
Center Road.

Dec. 4 — Aggravated motor
vehicle theft, Hilltop Drive.

Dec. 6 — Violation of restraining
order, Navajo Trail Drive.

Dec. 6 — Public indecency,
Cloud Cap Avenue/Park Avenue.

Dec. 7 — Information only, all
other thefts, U.S. 84.

Dec. 7 — Warrant arrest,
Crooked Road.

Dec. 7 — Warrant arrest, Hilltop
Drive.

Dec. 7 — Information only,
Oakridge Drive/River Run Drive.

Dec. 7 — Information only, Coun-
ty Road 500/Colo. 151.

Dec. 8 — Drove vehicle while
under the influence of alcohol, failed
to drive in single lane (weaving),
Majestic Drive/West U.S. 160.

Dec. 9 — Second-degree as-
sault-caused intended serious in-
jury, domestic violence, intimidating
a witness or victim, Hurt Drive.

Dec. 9 — Drove vehicle without
insurance, failed to display valid
registration, failed to observe or
disregarded traffic control device,
drove vehicle without valid driver’s
license on person, West U.S. 160/
County Road 600.

Dec. 11 — Second-degree as-
sault-aggravated assault-weapon,
Sage Circle/Bristlecone Drive.

Dec. 12 — Information only,
West U.S. 160.

Dec. 12 — Drove vehicle while

Dec. 14 — Harassment due to
race color religion ancestry origin,
disorderly conduct-petty, third-
degree criminal trespass, Carefree
Place.

Dec. 14 — Information only,
County Road 600/North Pagosa
Boulevard.

Dec. 14 — Agency assist, Talis-
man Drive.

Dec. 14 — Menacing-misde-
meanor, harassment-strikes/
shoves/kicks, illegal possession or
consumption of alcohol by minor,
Canyon Circle.

Dec. 15 — Domestic violence,
harassment-strikes/shoves/kicks
a person, child abuse criminally
negligent-nonserious bodily injury,
Canyon Circle.

Dec. 15 — Information only,
second-degree criminal trespass,
West U.S. 160.

Dec. 15 — Warrant arrest, Har-
man Park Drive.

Dec. 16 — Third-degree assault-
simple assault, harassment-strikes/
shoves/kicks, harassment-insults/
taunts/challenges, obstructing gov-
ernmental operations, Corral Court.

Dec. 16 — Failure to appear
(bench warrants), unlawful pos-
session of a controlled substance,
reckless driving, speeding mph over
limit not listed, West U.S. 160.

Dec. 17 — Death investigation,
Doc Adams Road.

Dec. 17 — Warrant arrest, West
U.S. 160/Boulder Drive.

Dec. 17 — Failed to display valid
registration, drove vehicle without
valid driver’s license, Boulder Drive/
West U.S. 160.

Town of Pagosa Springs Po-
lice Department

Calls for service for three weeks:
311.

Nov. 25 — Criminal trespass first
degree, identity theft, Eagle Drive.

Nov. 25 — Careless driving, U.S.
160/Pinon Causeway.

Nov. 27 — Careless driving,
Country Center Drive.

Nov. 27 — Criminal trespass
second degree, possession of drug
paraphernalia, unlawful possession
of controlled substance, Ryder
Court/Harman Park Drive.

Nov. 29 — Careless driving, left
scene without providing required
information after striking unattended
vehicle, South 8th Street.

Dec. 2 — Criminal trespass first
degree, 10th Street.

Dec. 3 — Criminal trespass,
Country Center Drive.

Dec. 3 — Careless driving, U.S.
84.

Dec. 5 — Careless driving, failed
to notify police of accident, San
Juan Street.

Dec. 5 — Fraud by check, Talis-
man Drive.

Dec. 6 — Simple assault third
degree, menacing felony aggra-
vated with weapon, warrant arrest,
15th Street.

Dec. 6 — Theft, Eagle Drive.

Dec. 6 — Harassment by phone
or computer, Juanita Street.

Dec. 6 — Harbored vicious ani-
mal, County Road 600.

Dec. 7 — Assault, San Juan
Street.

Dec. 7 — Owner/custodian al-
lowed animal to run at large, 7th
Street.

Dec. 8 — Attempt to obtain alco-
hol by misrepresentation of age,
possess/consume alcohol by per-
son under 21, San Juan Street.

Dec. 10 — Criminal mischief,
domestic violence, harassment

Dec. 13 — Criminal mischief,
Bienvenido Circle.

Dec. 13 — Warrant arrest, Eagle
Drive.

Dec. 13 — Failed to give informa-
tion/aid after damaging another
vehicle, 8th Street.

Dec. 13 — harassment-follows
in public place, Pagosa Street/3rd
Street.

Dec. 14 — Assault misdemean-
or, Talisman Drive.

Dec. 15 — Simple assault, do-
mestic violence, Hot Springs Bou-
levard.

Dec. 15 — Violation of restrain-
ing order, 9th Street.

Pagosa Springs Municipal
Court: Judge Anthony D. Ed-
wards

Dec. 4 — Devante Giriffin, follow-
ing too closely, four points off, fine,
surcharge and court costs — $146.

Archuleta County Court:
Judge Justin P. Fay

Nov. 29 — Gregory Mullins,
speeding 10-19 over, fines and
costs — $190.

Nov. 29 — Terry G. Knight,
speeding 10-19 over limit, fines and
costs — $210.50.

Nov. 29 — Tony Kyle Hall, driving
under the influence, jail 40 days, 30
days jail suspended imposition, 48
hours community service, fines and
costs — $720.50.

Nov. 29 — Erin Amber Truijillo,
speeding 10-19 over, fines and
costs — $190.

Nov. 29 — Emmoline Stephen-
son, speeding 20-24 over, fines and
costs — $290.

Nov. 29 — Scott Clayton Odom,
speeding 20-24 over, fines and
costs — $279.

Nov. 29 — Caleb Joshua New-
mon, speeding 20-24 over, fines
and costs — $290.

Nov. 29 — Abradella Bernadine
Montoya, obedience to official traf-
fic control device, fines and costs
— $170.

Nov. 29 — David Tanner Memo-
ry, speeding 1-4 over, fines and
costs — $85.

Nov. 29 — Faithlynn Ann Lopez,
driver’s license-driving without, fines
and costs — $72.50.

Nov. 29 — Adrianne R. Julian,
obedience to official traffic control
device, fines and costs — $170.

Nov. 29 — Gage A. Jones,
speeding 1-4 over, fines and costs
— $120.

Nov. 29 — Toni Ann Gallegos,
speeding 1-4 over, fines and costs
— $120.

Nov. 29 — Christopher Dean
Ford, disobey lane usage sign,
headlamps-failure to display, driv-
er’s license-driving without, fines
and costs — $240.50.

Nov. 29 — Isaiah Richard Scott,
speeding 10-19 over, fines and
costs — $190.

Nov. 29 — Matthew R. Blahnjk,
following too closely, fines and costs
— $137.50.

Nov. 29 — Robert Levi Montgom-
ery, speeding 10-19 over, fines and
costs — $190.

Nov. 30 — Daniel James Roeder,
driver’s license-instruction permit vi-
olation, driving under the influence,
driving under the influence per se,
375 days jail, 365 days jail suspend-
ed imposition, 48 hours community
service, two years probation, fines
and costs — $2,063.50.

Dec. 4 — Martin Rodriguez, driv-
ing under the influence, 10 days
jail, two years probation, 48 hours
community service, fines and costs

driving under the influence, 425
days jail, 365 days jail suspended
imposition, 48 hours community
service, two years probation, fines
and costs — $1,965.50.

Dec. 6 — Kevin S. Pogue, wild-
life-violation of rule/reg, fines and
costs — $221.50.

Dec. 6 — Ty Fancher Schofield,
license plates-expired, fines and
costs — $155.50.

Dec. 6 — Jose Luis Maaas,
driver’s license-driving without, fines
and costs — $207.50.

Dec. 6 — Kyrstie Gordon, license
plates-expired, fines and costs —
$120.50.

Dec. 6 — Miguel A. Garcia-
Gonzalez, speeding 20-24 over,
fines and costs — $290.

Dec. 6 — David Alan Cohn,
license plate not automatically read-
able, fines and costs — $199.50.

Dec. 6 — Daemon R. Cloud,
driving under restraint, fines and
costs — $177.50.

Dec. 6 — Elijah Guthrie, littering-
first offense, fines and costs —
$94.50.

Dec. 13 — Bryan A. Benedict,
red light-fail to stop, fines and costs
— $137.50.

6th Judicial District Court:
Judge Justin P. Fay

Dec. 4 — Martin Rodriguez,
controlled substance-possession
with intent-fentanyl, driving under
the influence with prior conviction,
76 days jail, 365 days jail suspend-
ed imposition, three years proba-
tion, 48 hours community service,
10 days jail, two years probation
updated sentence, fines and costs
— $4,922.50.

6th Judicial District Court:
Judge Jeffrey R. Wilson

No report.
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Return shuttle from Wolf Creek at 4:15pm
*CUSTOM rides may be scheduled based upon AVAILABILITY
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Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
970-731-4081 to reserve your ride!

Or, book online at GoWJP.com
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Please call 970-731-4081 24 hours prior to reserve your spot!
%20 One Way « 30 Round Trip*

*All return trips depart at 4:15 p.m. sharp.
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Prime Steaks, Seafood, Pastas

EatDrink®

Subs, Wraps & Salads
Homemade Key Lime Pie

LIty
CAFE &GRILLE

Eat In or Take Out - Open Tue-Sat« 11 am-9 pm
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Hall

BONUS!
Open Sun., 17th

and Mon., 18th

from 4-9 PM

Call Today to Reserve Our Private Gondola 970.398.2409

,I] 2151 Eagle Drive | cityhallcafe.co | 970.398.2409
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The Pagosa Springs SUN
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Providing Quality Veterinary Care

for Small Animal & Equine for 30 years

Drs. Kitzel Farrah and Cara Finstad welcome Dr. Morgan Lopez to San Juan Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Kitzel Farrah

Small animal and equine care — areas
of interest are Surgery and Ultrasound.
Dr. Farrah’s hobby is showing Reining

Horses.

Dr. Cara Finstad

Small animal and equine care — areas
of interest are Equine emergency care
and surgery. Dr. Finstad’s hobbies are

anything outdoors and skiing.

Dr. Morgan Lopez

Small animal care only— areas of interest
are preventative care, quality of life and
end-of-life care, small animal dentistry.
Dr. Lopez’ hobbies include hiking,

Surface treatment complete on

U.S. 160 west of Pagosa Springs

Colorado Department of Transportation

The Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT) completed
the U.S. 160 surface treatment project
west of Pagosa Springs.

The project improved approxi-
mately 6 miles of U.S. 160 on the west
side of the town from County Road
139 (Boyles School Road) to South
10th Street, mile points 135-141, as
well as another section less than a
mile long on the east side of town
from the San Juan River Bridge to the
U.S.160/U.S. 84 junction, mile points
144-144.5.

“This resurfacing project was a
regional priority for CDOT, the Town
of Pagosa Springs and Archuleta

County,” said Julie Constan, CDOT
regional transportation director. “We
are pleased that U.S. 160 on either
side of Pagosa is now improved. The
well-maintained roadway is essential
to the quality of life and safety for
residents, employers, and visitors to
Pagosa and the southwest region.”

Contracting partner, Four Corners
Materials of Durango, milled the
existing asphalt, paved with new
asphalt, installed rumble strips, re-
placed guardrail, replaced a culvert
and performed final striping.

The new asphalt will add ap-
proximately 10 years of life to the
highway, provide a smoother road
surface and will add durability by
increasing the resistance of ruts

and road damage. Additional work
included sign and delineator re-
placement, conduit installation,
seeding and mulching.

“CDOT appreciates the partner-
ships developed with the Town of
Pagosa Springs, as we continue to im-
prove U.S. 160 near and in the town,”
added Constan. “Residents may note
that during this resurfacing project,
no work took place through a 1-mile
stretch of downtown Pagosa from
South 10th Street to the bridge over
the San Juan River. That downtown
portion of highway is set for con-
crete reconstruction next year. The
2024 downtown project will help us
achieve our top priorities identified
for the Pagosa community.”

backpacking and reading.

House Calls

At-Home Euthanasia
Preventative Medicine
Full In-house Diagnostics

Services we provide

Emergency After-hours Care
for both Small animals and Equine

Digital Radiology

Ultrasound
Advanced Dentistry for small animal and equine

ICU Care/Full Hospital Care
Soft tissue and Orthopedic Surgery

Whole Life Care

We are accepting new clients

Appointments can be made
by calling our office 970-264-2629,

or visit sanjuanvethospital.com to book online.
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Annual Wreaths Across America ceremony held at Hilltop

By Susan Peet
Wreaths Across America

On Saturday, Dec. 16, Pagosa
Springs volunteers laid balsam fir
wreaths at Hilltop Cemetery on the
graves of almost 400 veterans from
the Civil War to the latest conflicts.

The ceremony was part of the an-
nual National Wreaths Across Amer-
ica Day, whose mission is to remem-
ber the fallen, honor those that serve
and their families, and teach future
generations the value of freedom.

Linda Hobbs introduced Wreaths
Across America to Pagosa Springs
three years ago, joining the com-
munity with more than 4,000 other
participating locations across the
country.

“We are not here today to ‘deco-
rate graves,” Hobbs said. “We are here
to remember not their deaths, but
their lives. Each wreath is a gift of ap-
preciation from a grateful America.”

The gathering included about 85
people of all ages, which fulfills an
additional goal of the program to
teach the next generation about the
sacrifices of our veterans.

The ceremony was led under the
command of Staff Sgt. Shawna Snarr
and Post 108 of the American Legion.

Speakers included Lynn Weiland,
Tanice Ramsperger and Linda Hobbs.

The ceremony began with a miss-
ing-man formation flyover by the San
Juan Squadron. As the wreaths were
placed on the graves, the names of the
fallen were said aloud to ensure that
the legacy of duty, service and sacri-
fice of each veteran is never forgotten.

Wreaths Across America was also
represented in Durango at the Green-
mount Cemetery under the coordi-
nation of Jill Williams, president of
the local Blue Star Mom’s organiza-
tion. Greenmount is home to more
than 1,200 veterans. This year 570
veterans received a remembrance

wreath and we look forward to more
sponsorships next year to increase
that number.

Although ceremonies weren’t
feasible this year at Crestview, Ig-
nacio and Bayfield cemeteries, re-
membrance wreaths to honor those
veterans were placed.

“It has been my honor to be in-
volved with Wreaths Across America
and to work with dedicated volun-
teers and donors in our community
who have made this possible,” said
Hobbs, whose work with the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution and
Vets for Vets helped facilitate its part-
nership with Wreaths Across America
for the ceremony.

A colleague and friend said it best:
“Lindais a selfless worker who always
placed the mission of honoring our
veterans as the priority. The wreaths
are her passion, and she has created
atradition in this community that will
continue for years to come.”
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Once again, The SUN teamed
up with Santa and his elves to help
deliver letters to the guy in the big
red suit, with the promise we could
share those Christmas wishes with
our readers, as they were written.

Deer, Santa I gave a card to my
cousin that broke his arm & mom
& dad. I filled a box for others that
need more stuff. Have I been a
good girl? If have been a good girl
here’s my list: Squishmellow, Play
school kit, flower Lego Kit, snake,
Black small Back pack. Thank you
for the presents.

Sincerely, Josephine
Dear Santa,

Hi my name is Elijah. I am 6
years old. I am in first grade. For
Christmas I Woold ike squishmel-
low and a Nintendo. How aryoa
doing? Merry Christmas Santa!

Love, Elijah

L8tters To STnta s

Dear Santa,

Hi my nam is Finnick. I am 6
years old. I have been good this
year. For Christmas I woud like a
dinosor as big as me and a re mote
control policecar. What does the
North pole looklike? Merry Christ-
mas Santa!

Love, Finnick
Dear Santa,

Hi! My name is Henry. I am
7 years old I am in First grade. I
have been kindu good this year.
For Christmas I would like a play
station 5 and a remote control he-
licopter. How are you doing santa?
Merry Christmas!

Love, Henry
Dear Santa,

Hi mynam is Liam.Iam 7 and i
amin frst grad. Have bin cend good
this year. For christmas I would lick
a traih track that goes around your

bed. A reau phone and a squishy
boll.

Love, Liam
Dear Santa,

Hi my name is sylvia. I am 6
years old. I have bee n good this
year. For Christmas I wou like ae
real bunny and a cat. Merry christ-
mas Santa!

Love, sylvia
Dear Santa,

Hi My name is Bristol. And I
am 6 years old. I am in first grade.
I have been good this yea. For
Christmas I would like a squihsm-
ellow. And For Cloud slime. Merry
Christmas.

Love, Bristol
Dear Santa,

Himynaois Emma.lam 7 years
old. T have been good this year. I
would like a tidye bunnie and a Fox
H See Letters on next page
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Shuttle to Wolf Creek!
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
Please call 970-731-4081 24 hours prior to reserve your spot!

520 One Way « *30 Round Trip*

*All return trips depart at 4:15 p.m. sharp.
Don't be late! We are running on a tight schedule!

Monday-Sunday from (by reservation only)

Wilderness Alpen Quality Summit
Journeys ‘ Haus Inn ‘ Ski & Sports
7:30 am 7:40 am 7:50 am 8:00 am

Return shuttle from Wolf Creek at 4:15pm
*CUSTOM rides may be scheduled based upon AVAILABILITY

WJ

o

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
970-731-4081 to reserve your ride!

puct 16400  Or, book online at GoWJP.com
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Prime Steaks, Seafood, Pastas

Subs, Wraps & Salads

Homemade Key Lime Pie from 4-9 PM
&

CAFE &GRILLE

Eat In or Take Out - Open Tue-Sat+ 11 am-9 pm
Call Today to Reserve Our Private Gondola 970.398.2409

BONUS!
Open Sun., 17th
and Mon., 18th
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Christmas in Pagosa

An old-fashioned celebration

Support our community by attending the events and sales at these local establishments this holiday season.
These businesses have worked hard to make this a magical shopping season for you!

THE PAGOSA SPRINGS SUN ENCOURAGES YOU TO SHOP AT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES THIS HOLIDAY SEASON.

Letters ——

H continued from previous page

squishmellow. How are you doing?
Merry christmas santa!

Love, Emma
Dear Santa,

Hi! My name is Westin. I am 6
years old. I am in first grade. [ have
been good this year. For Christmas
I would like a squishmellow and a
six by six toy truck. How are you
doing? Merry Christmas! Santa!

Love, Westin
Dear Santa,

Hi My name is Evy kay. I am 7
year old. I haave good this year. For
Christ maIwould like a squishmel-
lod and a robot. How are you do-
ing? Merry Christmas Santa!

Love, Evy
Dear Santa,

Hi! My name is Elijah. I an 6 I
am in first grade.  have been good
this year. For Christ mas I would
like a Nintendo switch and a switch
game. How are you doing? Merry
Christmas.

Love, Elijah
Dear Santa,

Hi! My name is John. I am 7 a
first years old. I am a first good this
year. For Chnistmas I would like
a souishmelloweand a dog and a
bike. How are you doirg? Merry
Christmas Santa!

Love, John
Dear Santa,

Hi! My name is Aubrey. I am
6 years old. I am in first grade. I
have been vere good this year. For
Christmas I would like a MOM-
MMy and pupppy toy and a hors.
How are you dooing? I Love you.
Merry Christmas to you and Mrs:
clause. Are your elfs dooing good?

Love, Aubrey
Dear Santa,

Hi! My name is Sofia. I am 7
years old. First grade. I have bbee-
haoodthi year. For christmas I wou
1 like a dtuffbunny and Barbio-
reamttouse.

Love, Sofia
Dear Santa,

Hi! My name is Jayda. [ am 7
years old. I am in first grad. I have
been good this year. For Christmas
I'would like areel fone and a Barbie
Dream House. How is the reindeer
dooing? Merry Christms Santa.

Love, Jayda
Dear Santa,

Hi! My name is Emir. I am 6
years old. I have been good this
year. For christmas I would like a

H See Letters on next page
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Apparel

Give the gift qf
fashion & function!

0/0 work
OFF & play! |
Accessories 2

Hats
Gloves
Belts
Socks

Scarves
Buffs

Al Eurniture

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

%

OFF

10

i men’s & women's

Waterproof « Insulated

Bridger ..

artment

In-stock

Dep

LT

Holiday Hours

Sunday, Dec. 24th
8a.m.to 1 p.m.
Christmas Day: Closed

30%.

Incandescent
String Lights

final sale
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iy bl
BAT Eﬁ‘% Hammond'’s
‘kric,st.ring lights not ingluded Holiday Sweets

*Regula
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Christmas in Pagosa

An old-fashioned celebration

Support our community by attending the events and sales at these local establishments this holiday season.
These businesses have worked hard to make this a magical shopping season for you!

THE PAGOSA SPRINGS SUN ENCOURAGES YOU TO SHOP AT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES THIS HOLIDAY SEASON.

Saturday . 10am to 5pm or by Appointment

468 & 462 Lewis Street . (970) 264-0800 . twooldcrowsps@gmail.com

Letters

H continued from previous page

monster truck and a soccer ball.
Love, Emir
Dear Santa,

Hi! My name is Lane. I am 6
years old. I am in first grade. I have
been very good this year. For christ-
mas I would like a big easy book
and a snoboard and snowboard
boots. Where is the north pole?
Merry Christmas Santa!

Love, Lane
Dear Santa,

Hi! My name is Dakota. I am 7
year old. I am in first grade. I have
been good this year. For Christmas
I would like a big panda and a big
claw machine. Why can’'t we see you
on Christmas?

Love, Dakota
Dear Santa,

Hi my name is Justice. I am 7
years old. Santa, I have been bad
I am so sorry please forgive me.
I am so so Loving. I want a diary
and anecklace and a bracelet and a
guinea pig.  am in first grade. [ am
going to leave you 1 and up cookies.
I Love you

Love, Justice
Dear Santa,

Hi my name is Aubriana. I am

7 years old. I want rainbow high
barbie and I want a barbie house.
I am sorry that I was being mean
to my friend. [ am going to leave 10
cookie ies for you Love you Santa.
Love, Aubriana

Dear Santa,

Hi my name is Winter. I am six
years old. I am sore becas i have
bin lieng to my mom and dad. can
i have black hieyls. and a grs. and
a wallet. and a dress. and a black
lisic. and a perfume. and a soeg cit.
and amack uq set. and a pin wif scl
wif bons. and a cudqger. and a black
squa. and a ciaob.

Love, Winter

Dear Santa,

Hi my name is Dylan. I am six
years old. May I get a big Bluey
house with her toys becase that is
the most thing Iwant and the nanu,
Bingo Bluey. I am in first grade. I
have been kind of good and bad.
I am sorryo.

Love, Dylan.
Dear Santa,

Hi My name is Jadyh. I am 7
years old. I am in the first grade. I
would relly like a bicycle, a racecar

TWO
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and paw pawpatrol.
Love, Jadyh
Dear Santa,

Solnei H my name is SANTA I
am years old. TAeF SANTA TOe 1
wanta santA toy I will leave 5 cook-
ies and a cup of milk I have been
veriy been very good this year.

Love, SANTI
Dear Santa,

Hi my name is Moerea. I am
seven years old. May I please have
a stuffed snowflak. I am sorry for
the apple when I took a piece of
apple from my baby brother’ apple
bowl. I wish you a Merry Christmas
toyou santa. You are the best in the
world. I am still really sorry.

Love, Moerea

Dear Santa, merry christmas!
I hope you get my letter. I would
like a 3-D pen and lead for pen.
And Iwould also love to have some
American Girl accessories for my
dolls. Thank you, Sauta!

Love, Annissa I am in 3rd grade.
christmas list for Santa

Baby Axanthic Halmahera Blue
tongue skink live animal.

Blue tongue skink enclosure

H See Letters on next page

RO

Enjoy delicious oven-fresh pizza 5
and your favorite brews on tap. %

w,
XA
A NL e
s e 2Th =
MOUNTASI‘N PIZZA
=2 TAPROOM <<=

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs & our Veterans
always receive 20% off!

175 PAGOSA STREET « 11 AMTO 9 PM DAILY

Order On Line: MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
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Christmas in Pagosa

An old-fashioned celebration

Support our community by attending the events and sales at these local establishments this holiday season.
These businesses have worked hard to make this a magical shopping season for you!

THE PAGOSA SPRINGS SUN ENCOURAGES YOU TO SHOP AT THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES THIS HOLIDAY SEASON.

Letters — | WHRERE

B continued from previous page GOODMAN'’S DEPT. STORE

a new scooter
Yellow Blue Black Breaking T SUPER COUPON
boards e
centrury Bob-Body opponent : r > W Dec. 22nd -24th, 2023 ONLY
unpeeleyd Escrima Set . . ! YES! We will be open Christmas Eve 9-4.

hand carved Rattan Bo staff
Black foal corded Nunchaku
White oak Bokken
Bruce lee focus chuk
apple watch
Please santa I really want every
thing on this list for my tikwondo
trainng and the blue tongue skink.
By Rowan .
thank you santa

Your choice any ONE item

25% OFF |

limited to stock on hand only, excludes Pendleton blankets, furniture & Brighton,
may not be used with any other discount. One coupon per customer.

! gw r& I Physical coupon must be presented upon purchase.
L-------------------- :

Dear Santa,
For christmas I want a xbox

. . . FINALLY BACK IN STOCK!
Hiends house he had 4 xbox and Join us for cider and cookies! p Sori
[ Want th dden NFL be- : h Za\
cau?éllo?zggotbegl, andgl?a;;l:bafl. K % , December 22nd \c\ \“ agosa P rlngs
pmoerly: B 223 from3-5pm o Pendleton Blankets

Dear Santa, O
I'want Ugg minboots & slippers. g . . 1 O
I want this because it will look 8l Sale Prices Effective December 15th-24th, 0 O
good with my outfits and they’re unless otherwise stated
comfy. I would also like skincare

and clothes from my Shein list. I s N DYV
really enjoy rings, bracelets and $14.95 European Grab
necklaces. Some ideas like my style .
is casual preppy and sporty. Iwould 1 Legglngs Soap s _N_GO
like Cede Lamb cowboy jersey. Size: : | Buy 2 pair, Buy 2, . :
Large or 10-12 ¢ 3rd get 3rd Glft :
st | f|  FRER FREE! || Baskets 5
restyn, Age 1 | : :
to: Santa ... AN AN PN J
Dear, Santa. I'v relly wanted a : :
stuffy of annie I miss her so much ( 100/0 (O 25 0/0 (O Come in :
If you can’t grant it I will Just have : to see our
presents. from you hoho ho merry OFF OFF D .l :
chirstmas. aity \Ve Qﬂé?" FREE GIFT WRAPPING!
Dear Santa, g . :
I want Barbie stuff and a toy : Knives ) &F laShllght§ \_ Sales Y,

eee

dishwasher. How do you get to
every house in one night? Merry '

Christmas! 10% OFF All Montana

Amelia, age 8 . .
Silversmith Jewelry
(Dec. 22nd-24th)

sscccse

sscccse

970-264-2222 Gift Cards & Layaway available!

Located in Holiday hours: Mon-Thur 9-5
Downtown Pagosa Springs Fri-Sat 9-6, Sun 10-4, Christmas Eve 9-4
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4% Holiday ChurchEvents &

All events listed in the holiday
church events calendar are free of
charge. Submit events to editor@
pagosasun.com.

Thursday, Dec. 21

Blue Christmas Service. 6 p.m.,
Community United Methodist
Church.

Sunday, Dec. 24

Fourth Sunday in Advent. 9 a.m,,
Our Savior Lutheran Church, 56
Meadows Drive.

Christmas Eve Carol Sing Service.
9:30 a.m., Pagosa Bible Church.
For more information, call (970)
731-3120 or visit www.christmas-
inpagosa.org.

Advent/Christmas Eve Service.
10 a.m., Trinity Anglican Church.
The fourth Sunday in Advent and
Christmas Eve will be observed
with morning prayer and the Fes-
tival of Nine Lessons and Carols.
For more information, visit www.
trinityanglicanchurch.org.

Lessons and Carols. 10 a.m., St.
Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 225
S. Pagosa Blvd.

Christmas Eve Service. 10:30 a.m.,
Community United Methodist
Church.

Children’s Pageant Rehearsal.
3 p.m., St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Pageant and Christmas Eve Eucha-
rist Service. 5 p.m., St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church, 225 S. Pagosa
Blvd.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.
5 p.m., Pagosa Bible Church.
There will be a Pagosa Brass pre-
lude starting at 4:30 p.m. For more
information, call (970) 731-3120 or
visit www.christmasinpagosa.org.

Christmas Eve Mass. 5 p.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd. Christmas songs
will be sung half an hour before
Mass.

Candlelight Service. 5 p.m., Res-
toration Fellowship, 264 Village
Drive. For more information, visit
www.restorationfellowship.net.

Christmas Eve Carol Service. 6:30
p.m., Our Savior Lutheran Church,

56 Meadows Drive.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.
7 p.m., Community United Method-
ist Church.

Christmas Eve Mass. 8 p.m., Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Catholic
Church. Christmas songs will be
sung half an hour before Mass.

Music and Christmas Eve Eucha-
rist Service. 5 p.m., St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church, 225 S. Pagosa
Blvd.

Monday, Dec. 25

Christmas Day Pagosa Catholic
Community Mass. 9 a.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church,
353 S. Pagosa Blvd. Mass will be
streamed. Christmas songs will
be sung half an hour before Mass.

Christmas Day Service. 9 a.m,,
Our Savior Lutheran Church, 56
Meadows Drive.

Christmas Day Eucharist Service.
10 a.m., St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Sunday, Dec. 31

First Sunday After Christmas. 9
a.m., Our Savior Lutheran Church,
56 Meadows Drive.

Carol Sing. 10 a.m., St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Church, 225 S. Pagosa
Blvd. No 8 p.m. liturgy.

New Year’s Eve Day Service. 10:30
a.m., Community United Methodist
Church.

Monday, Jan. 1

Mass. 9 a.m., Pope John Paul Il
Catholic Church, 353 S. Pagosa
Blvd. Mass will be streamed.

Sunday, Jan. 7

Celebrating the Epiphany in Wor-
ship. 8 a.m., St. Patrick’s Episco-

pal Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Epiphany (Observed). 9 a.m., Our
Savior Lutheran Church, 56 Mead-
ows Drive.

The Story of Epiphany. 9:15a.m., St.
Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 225 S.
Pagosa Blvd.

Celebrating the Epiphany in Wor-
ship. 10 a.m., St. Patrick’s Epis-
copal Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Trinity Anglican Church

Morning Prayer with Lessons & Carols
December 24, 10:00 AM
Fourth Sunday in Advent/Christmas Eve:
“Love”

246 Harman Park Dr.
trinityanglicanchurch.org
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From all of us at PSMC, have a
safe and happy holiday season.

The Primary Care Clinic and Outpatient Services
will be closed on Monday, December 25th.
We will reopen on Tuesday, December 26th to serve you.

The Emergency Department is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

PAGOSsA sPriNGs | First-Class Care, Close To Home
\ Medical Center | 970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org |3 )

° )
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‘The Lion King KIDS’ to be
performed Dec. 30 and 31

By Laura Moore
Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts

“The Lion King KIDS” will be
performed at the Pagosa Springs
Center for the Arts Dec. 30 and 31.

Presented by the kids in the
Whatchamawhozits Children’s
Theatre Camp, this 40-minute
show is fun for the whole family.

It is a wonderful way to intro-
duce children to the wonders of
live theater and, for the seasoned
theater-goer, the delightful perfor-
mances by the young actors will
not disappoint.

Disney’s “The Lion King” has
captivated the imagination of
audiences around the world, and
now the African savanna is com-

ing to life with Simba, Rafiki and
an unforgettable cast of characters
as they journey from Pride Rock to
the jungle and back again in this
inspiring coming-of-age tale.

“The Lion King KIDS” features
classic songs from the Broadway
musical and animated feature
film, including “I Just Can’t Wait
to Be King,” “He Lives in You,” and
“Hakuna Matata.”

This show will be performed by
the young students in the What-
chamawhozits Children’s Theatre
Camp who study with the profes-
sional performers in Thingamajig
production of “All is Calm.”

Tickets are only $5 and can be
purchased online at www.pagosa-
center.org.

Springs Resort
at ::-,l.!]epmg\ thegl..odge Atrium

Friday, December 22
San Juan Mountain Boys

Saturday, December 23
Jackson Mountain Ramblers

Sunday, December 24
Steve Blechschmidt

s

Monday, December 25

Maxwell Miller

Tuesday, December 26
Glenn Unrath and Jack Ellis

Charcuterie Board *45
available for purchase during live music

323 Hot Springs Blvd.
800-225-0934
pagosahotsprings.com

Photo courtesy Laura Moore

Whatchamawhozit performer
Sedona Zissman tries on her
zebra headpiece created by local
artist Tanya Quinn. The What-
chamawhozits Children’s Theatre
Camp will perform “The Lion
King KIDS” on Dec. 30 and 31.

MLS 809504
This is a great house in a great location. 1 1/2
blocks North of Highway 160 on a corner 1.24-
acre lot. It has 3 bd, 2 ba, with an awesome
south facing sunroom on the main floor. In the
basement is an oversized workshop/garage
and a bonus room with a 3/4 bathroom. The
views are of the East Range San Juan Moun-
tains. The wood floors are about 3 years old.
The yard is landscaped with a complete sprin-
kler system, and it has a circular driveway.

3440 Running Horse Place
$840,000

MLS 803367
3 bed, 2 bath, 1,566 sq feet on 35+ acres.
Also has a 1,500 sq ft shop/garage and
Borders 70 acres of BLM.
To tour this home go to:
https:/lvimeo.com/8274365297?share=copy

*Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottles*

WINES & LIQUORS

Non-Sale ltems Only « Coupon not valid for beer purchases

264-2749 ILVER
oot Pagosa Sprngs. DOLLAR

Mon.-Sat. Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Sun. Open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

LIQUORS

MLS 797954
This home with amazing valley views was
built in 1976 — located on 10+ acres.
2,518 sq. ft. with 4 beds/3baths. Upgrades
include an attached garage and a formal
dining room. The adjacent land of 6+ acres
has a 2,000 sg. ft. barn built in 2006.
To tour this home go to:
https:/ftinyurl.com/1304Hersch

2453 Running Horse Place Cloman Industrial Park
$2,400,000 $395,000

MLS 806520
35.2 Acres with guest house, set up for
horses. Property comes with workshop/
garage, growing dome, round pen, 3 stall +
barn and numerous outbuildings.
To see this property go to:
https://vimeo.com/850327930

MLS 807337
.68 acre, 1,440 sq. ft. building. Room for
additional building. 3,000 BTU gas heater,
sink, stove, half bath, 8'x10" overhead door.

219 Lakeside Drive —MLS 800074, $190,000
30 High Drive — MLS 794628, $59,900
72 High Drive — MLS 803168, $39,000
17736 County Road 500 — MLS 804532, $87,000.
.82 acres, views and access to the San Juan River.

(:970.759.8109
0:970.264.6673
ShellieCHogue@gmail.com
www.shelliehogue.com

)

Own Your Own Piece of Colorado Land!

X Montezuma Circle —MLS 804537. $87,000.
.82 acres, views and access to the San Juan River.
153 Greenway Drive — MLS 805178, $25,000.
147 Cat Creek Overlook MLS 806842 $25,000

Shellie Hogue ;“”ﬁ 4””%% Barbara Swindlehurst
REALTOR',BROKER 5 OO = CIPSCRSGRISFRONE
A% REALTOR’, BROKER/ OWNER

o (:303.618.7423

0:970.264.6673
Barbara@MountainMeadowRealEstate.com

409 Lewis Street | P.O. Box 3850 | Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

MountainMeadowRealEstate.info
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Whole Rib Roast
Boneless or Bone-In

Bone-In Rib Roast

Cut to Size

. R
Fresh Market & Eatery

“All Is Calm: The Christmas Truce of 1914”is entering its second week at the Pagosa Springs Center for the
Arts. For tickets and show information, visit pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

All is Calm’ continuing
holiday run at Pagosa
Springs Center for the Arts

By Tim Moore
Thingamajig Theatre Company

At Thingamajig Theatre Com-
pany, “All is Calm: The Christmas
Truce of 1914” is weaving its magic
on stage.

It’s hitting its stride in week
two, and audiences can’t stop
talking about it. People applauded
thoughtfully, saying it’s hitting all
the right notes making it one of
the fastest-selling seasonal shows
in the company’s history.

This retelling of the World War
I ceasefire isn't asking for medals,
but it’s earned them.

“Awonderful story and a terrific
performance. A must-see show,”
remarked one viewer, summing it
up perfectly.

Others are chiming in, saying,
“Amazing! If you want the real
Christmas spirit, don’t miss this
show.”

They’ve added they love how it
cuts through the commercial noise.

And you won't find boastful
claims here; it's more about quiet
excellence. The production is a
team effort, bringing together lo-
cal pros like Gus Palma and Rob-
ert Neel with talents from across
the country. It’s like they’ve been
working together for ages, not just
a couple of weeks.

The dedication of this ensem-

ble, honestly retelling these sol-
diers’ stories, creates something
that goes beyond a typical holiday
show.

“It’s not just about entertain-
ment; it’s about allowing you to
think and feel,” remarked Artistic
Director Tim Moore. “Experienc-
ing, through the medium of live
theater, what these men’s Christ-
mas was like in the trenches of ‘No
Man’s Land.’ I'm grateful to present
this piece for our community.”

“All is Calm” offers a change of
pace from contemporary holiday
offerings, a chance to reflect on
history and storytelling’s power.
It’s a journey through time that
continues to resonate with today’s
world. Coming together amidst
our differences in the name of
humanity and faith in the good-
ness of man.

So, why not step into this slice of
history? Experience the show that’s
leaving everyone talking long after
the curtain call. Join in and let the
echoes of peace stay with you this
season.

“All is Calm: The Christmas
Truce of 1914” is directed by An-
drew Barratt Lewis and is playing
at Pagosa Springs Center for the
Arts.

For tickets and show informa-
tion, visit pagosacenter.org or call
(970) 731-SHOW (7469).

THE
By
g"rg'pg Call (970) 731-MEAT (6328) for pick-up
Photo courtesy Justin Treptow HERE 19 Navajo Trail Dr.

(At the corner of North Pagosa Blvd. and Navajo Trail Dr.)

The Pagosa Springs Area Tourism Board would like to thank the
100+ staff and volunteers for their help in creating a wonderful

Old Fashioned Christmas Celebration on December 16th. .

A special thanks to the Town of Pagosa Springs, Archuleta County, The Pagosa Springs SUN, \
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of Commerce, NOEL singing group, Archuleta County Democrats,
Buckaroos Horse-Drawn Rides, Chimney Rock Interpretive Association, Cornerstone Project

Non Profit, Geothermal Greenhouse Partnership, Humane Society of Pagosa Springs, Jackson
Mountain Ramblers, Knights of Columbus, Main Street Advisory Board, Natural Grocers, Pagosa
Adventure, Pagosa Fire Protection District, Pagosa Springs Medical Center EMS, Posirado, Right
Molecule IV Hydration Lounge, Rocky Mountain Wildlife Park, Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs,

Rugby’s Rescue House, San Juan Outdoor Club, San Juan Salt Caves, Seventh Day Adventist

Church, The Restorative Solutions, The Springs Resort, Upper San Juan Search and Rescue, Wolf

Creek Gun and Bow Association and most importantly, Santa Claus!

(Y
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The flame of good news

By Betty J. Slade
PREVIEW Columnist

During the Christmas season,
we pull out our Christmas tree
lights. We light candles and place
them in the window. We participate
in family traditions and bring the
good news into our homes.

For several years, we set out
brown bags along the sidewalk,
poured sand in the bottom, and
placed lit candles in the sand. Lu-
minarias are a Southwestern tradi-
tion from Mexico and celebrated
in New Mexico, California and
Arizona as a way to light the path-
way for the Christ child. The truth
be told, it’s not what we do, but it’s
the light within us that will light the
pathway to Jesus for others.

John writes in his gospel, “In
him (Jesus) was life, and the life
was the light of men. And the light
shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not comprehend it.”
—John 1:4,5 (NKJV).

These words from scripture
caused me to ponder and gave
me new insight into my own life’s
purpose.

When I read, “The flame of the
good news,” in a footnote in The
Passion Translation, I wondered
what that looked like — a light
emanating flickering streams from
burning material. That sounds too
scientific. It doesn't fit. The flame is
Jesus and is the light in us.

In 1978 when my heart opened
to the Lord, it was like He struck a
match and set my soul on fire. I've
carried in my heart a bonfire for 45
years. The strong light of eternity
deep in my soul has caused me to
be a disrupter.

Many times, spiritually speak-
ing, I could have burned down the
church building and laid the mem-
bers in ashes. After meeting with
God during a sermon, I wanted

Al Taxi

970-585-4903

Fully licensed and insured!
Smoke-free vehicles!
Local discount system- just ask!

N\

Reliability
Matters!

8am-8pm daily or by appointment!
PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

Artist’s

Lane

to talk about God and bask in the
afterglow of His presence.

Others in the service wanted
to talk about where they would
go for lunch and with whom they
would fellowship. Even my Sweet
Al would head for the donut table.
He enjoyed the sermon and it was
enough for him until the next Sun-
day. That hour was never enough
for me. I studied the Word for days.
I couldn’t get enough of Jesus. I
still can't.

We are who we are. When my
son said to me, “I've never been
called sweet,” I said to him, “Nei-
ther have I. We weren’t wired like
your dad. Your dad is sweet.”

He loves unconditionally. And
our family needed to be loved.
His assignment in life was to love
his family. He loved me in a way I
knew he believed in me. Somehow,
he understood whatIwas called to
do to fulfill my purpose on earth.

I said to my son, “We have been
called into another kind of mission.
Corporate companies hired you
to troubleshoot. They sent you to
other sites in the states or to other
countries to solve the company’s
problem.

“You have a unique gift of seeing
the overall picture and to pinpoint
the problem. This is not an envi-
able position, to tell people they
are the problem. My calling has
been to bring people to the Lord,
challenge believers to love God’s
word, understand the hope that is
in them, love God’s Word and take
seriously the unique gift they have
been given.”

/

Courtesy
Counts!

\

GO
A1 conA X1

\

MELTPOWN ON MAIN
OPEN

Every Day

I've tried to be different, but
God knew what the world needed

from me and made me for this |Home of PagOSa S

purpose. I met a very charismatic Best Spe(‘,lalty

couple in 1978 when we moved Grilled Cheese until Dec. 31st @ 11 a.m.
to Pagosa. I was compelled to fol- . ches! (closed Christmas)

low them. He called his wife his SandWlC €ss

“handmaiden.” Learning how to
be a submissive wife at the time, I
tried to be like her and change my
personality to be what I thought
would be the perfect wife. It didn’t
happen that way. It was God’s
love in Al that subdued me and I
learned how to submit.

One of the church leaders said
I'was too zealous in my early years
H See Lane on next page

Check out our
NEW & IMPROVED
Food Trailer!

(970) 398-2332
257 Pagosa Street

GETYOUR 2024 GUN RAFFLE CALENDAR TODAY!

Only one thousand calendars to be sold,
chance to win one gun per week (52 guns in 2024)

r—_—_—_—_1
_—_—_—__J

Support your local San Juan Gobblers Chapter ‘Watch for our
of the National Wild Turkey Federation. annual banquet
Purchase your calendar at Square Top Bar-B-Que. in Spring 2024!
_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_J
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Hollday Packs

Make your holiday hosting easy!

1. Brisket, Turkey,
Sausage Pack*

2. Spiral-Cut Ham Pack*

: R S aroked Turk o l,

| SQUARE TOP o SroeeTvier -
\H!a\ "u"

BAR-B-QUE |

4. Prime Rib Pack*
Authentic

*includes four 1 quart sides, see
website for complete package.
~Texas Bar-B-Que
" Located at the Golf Club

@ @
Host your holiday
events & parties at
our restaurant

New Winter Hours: i
Thursday, Friday, Saturday Catering available *
noon - 6 pm Ps o

Sunday - 11 am - 6 pm Weekly Specials

. Smoked Burger Thursdays
1 Pines Club Place Pork Rib Rack Fridays, after 2pm
(970) 398-5267

Beef Rib Sundays - sells out
quickly
Draft Beers & House Made Cocktails

l,l ‘“]. e
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. ||l|ll 1K




Page 10 — Section 1 - The Pagosa Springs SUN — PREVIEW - Thursday, December 21, 2023

(Christmas Services Schedule |

Lane

H continued from previous page

as a Christian. I needed to curb my
enthusiasm. I thought something
was wrong with me. I said many
times I have gone through life
apologizing for who I am.

I didn’t want to be different. I
wanted to belong, but never did.
Being a woman, I threatened
church leaders; I was edged out of
teaching positions many times. Yes,
I was a disrupter, obnoxious and
too zealous. But God lit that match
and I became a flame of the Good
News. I thank God for that.

I became a fragile flame at that.
I bucked strong headwinds and
wondered why I was put in a posi-
tion ofleadership. But nothing has
been able to extinguish that light,
and in the process of facing raging
storms, I've been tempered over
these many years.

Isangto the choir until I couldn’t
do it anymore. The Lord stationed
me outside the organized church

to go to the byways and highways
and ignite the souls of others with
that flame of Good News.

“For their minds have been
blinded by the god of this age, leav-
ing them in unbelief. Their blind-
ness keeps them from seeing the
dayspringlight...” —2 Corinthians
4:4-6 (TPT).

In a footnote, it reads, “The
Aramaic translates dayspring light
as ‘the flame of the good news.””

Final brushstroke: These are
very dark days. Even a smile shines
brightly as Jesus lives in us. During
this holiday season — as we turn
our attention to Christmas songs,
gift giving and family traditions
— bring the light to those who are
hurting and in deep despair. Be the
flame of the Good News. Be willing
to be different.

Send your comment to bettys-
lade.author@gmail.com.

Views expressed do not necessar-
ily represent those of The SUN.

Photos courtesy Shanna Robb

Last Saturday, teens from ABLAZE
Catholic high school youth group
delivered “love boxes” to se-
niors at Pine Ridge Extended
Care Center and Bee Hive Homes.
The day also included decorating
Christmas cookies with Bee Hive
residents and delivering sweets
to the Pagosa Fire Protection Dis-
trict. For more information on the
youth group, email ablazehsyg@
ihmjp2.org.

Subscribe to The SUN

Blue Christmas Service, Thursday, Dec. 21, 6 PM

Christmas Eve Service, Sunday, Dec. 24, 10:30 AM
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, Sunday, Dec. 24, 7 PM

New Year’s Eve Day Service, Dec. 31, 10:30 AM
Community United Methodist Church « 434 Lewis St.

ALL ARE WELCOME

Shop the SUN classifieds

We wish to thank you,
our valued customers,
for your continued patronage.

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

We look forward
to serving you in

2024.

ﬁu% Linda,
@)z'c/cz’, é&m&y
& Steve

The Tile & Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30 « (970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr.
(N. Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)
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Trim the tree: A brief history of the Christmas tree

By Robin Young
PREVIEW Columnist

It is Christmastime, and many
people have been busy “decking
the halls.”

The most recognizable of Christ-
mas decorations is the Christmas
tree. From the towering twinkling
tree in Rockefeller Center to Charlie
Brown’s diminutive sapling, the
Christmas tree is a tradition many
Americans recognize and practice
each year. But how did this some-
what strange practice come to be?

To start, several ancient cultures
practiced religious festivals around
the time of the winter solstice thatin-
volved the use of evergreen boughs.
Ancient Egyptians brought green
palm rushes into homes to symbol-
ize the triumph of life over death. An-
cient Romans celebrated Saturnalia,
a feast that occurred on the winter
solstice in honor of the Roman god
of agriculture, Saturn. Part of the cel-
ebration included decorating homes
with evergreen boughs. Similarly,
Druids, the priests of the ancient
Celtic peoples, used evergreen
branches to decorate temples as it
represented everlasting life to them.

The practice of the Christmas tree
appears to have begun in Germany
and parts of eastern Europe. In the
Medieval Christian church calendar,
Dec. 24 was celebrated as “Adam and
Eve Day.” As part of the celebrations,
“Paradise Plays” were performed,
telling the story of Adam and Eve
found in the book of Genesis in the
Bible. In these plays an evergreen
tree was often decorated with apples
and other items to represent the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil.
Eventually, the decorated tree por-
tion of the play made its way into
peoples’ homes, and the trees were
adorned with apples, pretzels, nuts,
thread and other materials. The first
written record of a “Christmas tree”
was in 1510 in Riga, Latvia.

Other legends attribute Christ-
mas trees to other figures from the
history of Christianity. One holds

Extension

Viewpoints

that Martin Luther, the Protestant
reformer, started the tradition when
he was awed by the stars shining
through an evergreen tree while on
his way home one winter night.

An earlierlegend from the Catho-
lic Church holds that in the eighth
century the monk and missionary
St. Boniface prevented a human
sacrifice by chopping down an oak
tree under which the sacrifice was
to take place. When returning a year
later, a fir tree had grown iniits place,
thus starting the practice of using
evergreen trees.

Regardless of whether these
events are true, the practice of hav-
ing Christmas trees was common in
parts of Europe by the 16th century.
Laws from that time make mention
of how many trees a family could
harvest each year and what size
they were allowed to be. In years
where wood was scarce, small wood
pyramids were built and decorated
instead of full trees.

The Christmas tree eventually
made its way to the United States,
mainly by way of German immi-
grants. While some German com-
munities were practicing the tradi-
tion by the mid-1700s, the practice
was more noticeable by the 1830s.
However, the tradition did not
catch on for a while. The Christmas
tree was viewed as a pagan symbol,
particularly in Puritan New England,
where laws forbade the practice for
a long time. Eventually the greater
prevalence of German and Irish im-
migrants in the first half of the 19th
century made the practice more
accepted. Americans brought their
own spin on the tradition by install-
ing full-size, floor-to-ceiling trees in
their homes for the season as op-

A KING IS COMING

— CHRISTMAS HOPE FOR EXILED HEARTS—

N2
e

Christmas Eve Services
Carol Sing Service at 9:30am

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 5:00pm
Pagosa Brass prelude will be starting at 4:30.

Pagosa Bible Church

(970)731-3120 www.christmasinpagosa.org

posed to smaller, tabletop-size trees,
which were the German tradition.
The main turning point in the
change of attitude surrounding the
Christmas tree occurred in 1848.
Across the Atlantic in Great Britain
an engraving of Queen Victoria and
Prince Albert decorating a Christmas
tree with their family was printed in
many British publications. Albert,
who was of German descent, en-
couraged the practice in his house-
hold and in the country. The picture
popularized the Christmas tree in
Britain, and afewyearslater it made
its way to American publications,
particularly Godey’s Lady’s Book, the
premier women’s magazine of the
time. In following Queen Victoria’s
fashion, the Christmas tree became
popular in America and was estab-
lished as a Christmastime tradition.
Trees began being sold com-
mercially in the 1850s, but the first
Christmas tree farm was established
in 1901 by W.V. McGalliard on his
farm in New Jersey. McGalliard
planted 25,000 Norway spruce
trees. Americans commonly cut
down trees in nearby forests for their
Christmas trees, and this practice
gave cause for concerns about de-

H See Viewpoints on next page

www.PagosaSUN.com

Christmas Eve

“Unto you is born a Savior”

You are invited to join us in our NEW FACILITY

this Christmas Eve as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

SUNDAY, DEC. 24

4:00 PM or 5:30 PM
1044 PARK AVENUE
(Next to the PLPOA Rec Center)

(970) 731-6200
GRACEINPAGOSA.ORG
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forestation. President Theodore
Roosevelt even considered ban-
ning the practice to preserve the
forests; however, Roosevelt’s sons,
along with conservationist Gifford
Pinchot, were able to show that
the practice could be done in an
environmentally conscious way
and prevented the drastic measure.

Trees were typically decorated
with homemade or home-baked
decorations like cookies, popcorn,
nuts, berries and fruits. Glass
Christmas ornaments began to
appear in the late 19th century
and were often imported from
Germany. The advent of electricity
later brought light to the tree.

At the request of electric com-
panies, the first National Christmas
Tree lighting occurred in 1923,
when President Calvin Coolidge lit
anearly 50-foot Vermont balsam fir
that was strung with 2,500 electric
bulbs. The National Christmas Tree
Lighting has been an annual event
ever since in Washington, D.C.

The 1960s brought anew change
to the Christmas tree industry:
the fake Christmas tree. The fake
Christmas tree has taken over the
Christmas tree industry in the past
50 years. A 2018 survey found that
82 percent of American households
set up a fake Christmas tree, while
18 percent choose to harvest a real
tree for the season.

Despite this change, harvest-
ing and decorating real Christmas
trees remain a Christmas tradition
that many practice. Around 25
million to 30 million real Christ-
mas trees are sold each year in the
United States. There are around
15,000 Christmas tree farms in

the U.S. growing trees on 350,000
acres. Christmas trees are grown
in all 50 states, with Oregon, North
Carolina, Michigan, Pennsylvania,
Wisconsin and Washington lead-
ing the way as the top-producing
states.

Refrigerator needed for
Extension office

The Extension office is look-
ing for a commercial refrigerator
to replace the one in the Exhibit
Hall that finally went kaput after
many years. If you have a working
commercial refrigerator that you
are looking to get rid of, please let
us know. We will come remove it
for you.

Save the dates

Save the dates for Tuesday eve-
nings in April.

Do you own property in Archul-
eta County? Would you like to know
more about your land?

The CSU Extension office and
the San Juan Conservation District
are hosting an in-depth landowner
series on stewardship practices on
your land.

CPR and first aid classes

CPR and first aid certification
classes are offered every other
month by the CSU Extension office,
generally on the second Monday
and Wednesday of each month
from 6 to 10 p.m. The cost for the
classes is $80 for combined CPR/
firstaid and $55 for CPR, first aid or
recertification. Call the Extension
office at (970) 264-5931 to register.

Check out the online option
on our website: https://archuleta.
extension.colostate.edu/.

EXCAVATION WORK THAT MAKES THE GRADE

Tiw

AT

970-731-7071

DRIVEWAYS « FOUNDATIONS * PONDS * BACKFILLING
FILL DIRT & GRAVEL HAULING * SEPTIC SYSTEMS ¢ UTILITY WORK

SUDOKU

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Level: Advancad

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Mis Crismas: when a tradition becomes a memory

By Rose Chavez
PREVIEW Columnist

Archuleta Seniors Inc. (ASI)
wishes the Pagosa community a
very Merry Christmas.

We couldn’t be more grateful
for all the support we've received
in 2023.

Ithas been my pleasure to serve
the community as executive direc-
tor of ASI for the past year and
a half. I have had the honor and
privilege of serving in this role,
leveraging my lived experience
and education for the betterment
of my community with the support
of an outstanding board of direc-
tors and more than 50 community
volunteers. What a gift of learning
ithas been and will continue to be.

I originally returned home to
Pagosa after being away for nearly
25 years to be the caretaker of my
aging mother, Alice Chavez, or as
many of you know her from grow-
ing up here in the 1940s and 1950s,
as Alice Archuleta or “Archie.”

Over the last few years that I
have been home I have sat with her
many times in an effort to provide
her loving companionship and to
capture her stories for future gen-
erations. One such story included
her memories of Christmases gone
past growing up here in Pagosa or,
as she called it, “Mis Crismas.”

I was on Facebook over this
past week and read a story (shared
here with his permission) from a
friend, Jeremy Jojola, whose fam-
ily shared similar memories in
southern Colorado and Northern
New Mexico of Mis Crismas to cel-
ebrate the season and our precious
elders who remind us of traditions
from the past. May these precious
memories rekindle your love for
capturing your loved one’s stories
as well, happy holidays.

“Ifyou ask nearly anybody from
rural northern New Mexico or
southern Colorado who was born
around the 1950s or before, they
will tell you about a unique Christ-
mas tradition called Mis Crismes.
In short, on Christmas morning,
children in the region would take
bags like pillow cases or used flour
sacks, and go door-to-door and
scream out ‘Mis Crismes!” Neigh-
bors would hand out treats like
oranges, candies and pencils, very
much like trick-or-treating. Mis
Crismes, of course, is the Spanglish
version of saying ‘My Christmas!’

“Ilove hearing my mother share
her childhood memories of Mis
Crismes. She'd wake up early and
in the cold on Christmas mornings,
put socks on her hands because
there were no gloves, and visit as
many homes as possible for treats.
Back then, especially in the tiny vil-
lages that are nestled in the Sangre
de Cristo mountains, poverty was
pervasive. An orange or a candy
was a big deal for children who
didn’t grow up with grocery stores.
Sadly, this tradition is gone. 'm not

aware of Mis Crismes still happen-
ing anywhere.

“I recently did an online news-
paper archive search on Mis
Crismes and found a few articles
from the 1980s and 90s referencing
the tradition

“From Levi Valdez in the Rio
Grande Sun back in 1991:

“‘Sacks, usually those that had
previously contained twenty-five
or fifty pounds of flour, were read-
ied on Christmas Eve. These were
the type of sacks, sturdy ones, that
would be needed. On Christmas
Day we expected to collect many
goodies..empanaditas, biscochi-
tos, pifon, peanuts, apples and
candy that would last well into the
new year.’

“Beloved Chicano author Ru-
dolfo Anaya wrote this in the LA
Times in 1981:

““Then we were off to the
homes of our neighbors run-
ning and shouting, “Mis Crismes!
Mis Crismes!” Much as trick-or-
treaters do today on Holloween,
we received the traditional gifts of
Christmas, returning home with
our flour sacks bulging with candy;,
nuts and fruits.’

“After talking with my mother,
it seems she was among the last
in my family to participate in Mis
Crismes, which ended for her at
age 10 in 1965. My aunt, who is
nine years younger than my moth-
er, doesn’t remember the tradition.

“Based on what I've read, it ap-
pears Mis Crismes quickly faded
away beginning in the early 1960s.
I'm not sure exactly why, but I can
theorize.

“You've heard the saying ‘It takes
avillage ...

“People in the remote regions of
New Mexico and Colorado longre-
lied on each other for survival, and
I suspect Mis Crismes was a way
for villagers to share the burden of
making children happy when gift
giving was a struggle.

“As economics of the times
improved for some families in the
1950s and 60s, people could drive
vehicles on new highways to the
cities, putting grocery stores within
immediate reach. Mis Crismes
treats were no longer rarities. Fruits
could be purchased anytime.

“Of course I could be wrong
and there may be some sort of
academic paper I haven't found yet
that has a better answer.

“This week I ordered more gifts
on Amazon. I didn't need to put
socks on my hands or fish out a
pillow sack when I clicked on my
trackpad for a package that will
be here at my door in less than

24 hours. The packages will be
wrapped and placed under the
tree. Mis Crismes is now gone. For
me, it represents a rural commu-
nity kinship that I've never experi-
enced, but have only heard about
in family stories and in newspaper
clippings. What a gift it must have
been.”

H See Senior on next page

Airport Shuttle
& Taxi Service

PUC 55878

Food & Grocery Delivery « Doctor’s Visits

Serving Durango to South Fork and metro Pagosa

PAGOSA CAB

Call today to schedule! (970) 398-0123

High-Producing Turn-key
Business at Busy Intersection

19 Navajo Trail Drive

& The Buck Stops Here
6,800 sq. ft. building and business at busy
intersection. Includes Koch Grand Prize smoker
(535,000 value), Cook Shack smoker, meat
cutting equipment, meat grinder, band saw,
meat rail system, scales, refrigerated display
cases, meat tenderizer, meat slicer, tables,
slaughter truck, freezer, cooler equipment.
Seller will consider training and owner financing.
All offers will be considered!

Co-listed with Unger Realty
Building and land only
MLS 801267 B $1,250,000

Prime business property
near Navajo Lake
Fully operational turnkey
income-producing business
Rentals, laundromat, post office
with 5-year lease, gas station,
convenience store, liquor store
MLS 791582 l $1,650,000

Deborah S. Archuleta

Independent Broker/Owner

970-903-2817

deb@archuletaproperties.com

|
46 shares of watel

64 acres, 3 bedroom, 2 bath with
3 garages, includes 46 shares of
water and is close to Navajo Lake.
MLS 807180 Hl $995,000

Downtown .52 acres, location,
location, location.
MLS 809064 M $500,000

35.81 acre horse ranch property, ag
status. Survey completed.
MLS 797745 B $300,000

tion'
Huge Price Reduc
Dream log home on banks of
Stollsteimer Creek, on 2.5 acres.
3 bedroom, 2 bath, office, 2 car
garage. Close to Navajo Lake.
MLS 805085 M $675,000

10 acres, just west of Arboles, prime
commercial location, huge metal
building, 3-phase power.

MLS 807868 M $650,000

3 bedroom, 2 bath, oversized
carport on one acre, views
MLS 806370 M $235,000

5 acres with spacious mountain views, newly surveyed . $250,000. MLS

802696

1.1 acre, newly installed 4 bed septic, 1800 gal cistern, power, ready for your

home. $165,000. MLS 807665

1.21 acres, great building spot with views of Navajo Lake, Water and power

available. $75,000. MLS 806728

1.21 acres, No HOA! Trees galore. $35,000. MLS 798589

Qall ©eh
to (uuy o sell

gowunexd
propody!

ArchuletaProperties.com - Office: 970.883.3327
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(Originally published Dec. 16,
2023, by Jeremy Jojola on Jeremy-
Jojola.com.)

Mather D.L.T. art kits only

for lllinois residents

We apologize for any inconve-
nience, but the Mather D.I.T. Art
Kits program has been limited to
Illinois residents only. Previously
this program was offered across
the U.S. when we featured their
offerings earlier this year.

Senior conversations

Join us Mondays at 1:15 p.m. for
a series of “Senior Conversations”
with local Bill Salmansohn.

He will lead the group through
mindfulness exercises and discus-
sion of various topics pertaining to
aging in Archuleta County. Explore
and discover for yourself answers
to your questions and concerns.

The meeting will be held in the
Senior Center in the dining hall.
Snacks will be provided.

Pagosa Springs
Scrapbooking Club

The Pagosa Springs Scrapbook-
ing Club holds monthly meetings
the second Saturday of each month
at the Senior Center.

It meets each month from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. to be creative, share
ideas, connect with friends, learn
new techniques, share supplies
and indulge in a potluck lunch
together.

Bring your scrapbooking proj-
ects — or any crafting project that
you may want to work on with the
group. Ifyou would like to be added
to the mailing list to receive notifi-
cations each month of the upcom-
ing meeting along with handy tips
and tricks for scrapbooking, please
send your request to copenhaver-
creative@gmail.com.

Share lunch Monday
through Thursday

Join us at the Silver Fox’s Den,
aka the Community Cafe, in person
for daily hot/cold meals Mondays
through Thursdays at the Commu-
nity Center between 11 a.m. and 1
p-m. Itis open to all. Pickup is avail-
able all week, including Fridays.

Our dining hall is open to all
ages and welcomes you all with
kindness and warmth. We provide
hot/cold meals for anyone in the
community interested in a nutri-
tious and delicious meal. For those
60 or older we request a suggested
donation of $10, but no one will
be turned away. There is a $10.50
charge for guests under the age
of 60.

Meals include a main course,
side dish, fruit/dessert, garden
salad plus beverage. Some popu-
lar menu items include Frito chili
pie, pork tenderloin with harvest
chutney, Singaporean pork ribs,
vegetarian lasagna, Hawaiian

shrimp with coconut rice and al-
ways a beautiful green salad. Many
of our items are locally sourced and
organic.

Our chef works with a team of
local food professionals to hand-
prepare your meal for dine-in ser-
vice in our cozy dining room (with
an amazing view of the San Juans)
or for takeout (via our convenient
drive-through). Our menu changes
daily.

To reserve your meal for the day,
please make your reservation via
text or phone call to (970) 264-2167
by 9 a.m. weekdays.

Community Cafe menu

Thursday, Dec. 21 — Turkey
breast with stuffing, gravy, sweet
potatoes, cranberry sauce, garden
salad, raspberry delight and milk.

Friday, Dec. 22 — Sliced ham
with apricot glaze, scalloped pota-
toes, green bean casserole, garden
salad, fruit and milk.

Monday, Dec. 25 — Closed for
the holiday.

Tuesday, Dec. 26 — Closed for
the holiday.

Wednesday, Dec. 27 — New-
castle beef and vegetable stew,
biscuits, garden salad, fruit, milk
and pumpkin muffins.

Thursday, Dec. 28 — Vegetable
lasagna with spinach and white
sauce, broccolini, garlic bread,
garden salad, fruit, milk and choco-
late cake.

Friday, Dec. 29 — Pork tonkatsu
ramen bowl with boiled egg, peas,
scallions, garden salad, fruit, milk
and fortune cookies.

Grab-N-Go meals

Dine-in and Grab-N-Go meal
reservations and cancellations are
required. Please call or text by 9
a.m. the morning of the day you
want to pick up a meal. A sug-
gested donation of $10 helps to
sustain our program. For ages 59
and younger, the costis $10.50. No
one will be turned away for their
inability to donate. Please call or
text us at (970) 264-2167 to make
areservation.

Meals on Wheels

We deliver fresh Meals on
Wheels five days a week (and pro-
vide frozen Meals on Wheels for
weekends) to homebound Archu-
leta County residents. Call or text
us at (970) 264-2167.

Mobile food pantry
service discontinued

The Mobile Food Pantry Ser-
vice has been discontinued due
to funding shortages. Older adults
needing a ride to a local food
pantry should contact the MET to
schedule a ride with its paratransit
service. For more information,
contact Lavonne at (970) 264-2250.

Text reservations

Don’t forget that we offer a
convenient texting service for you

to communicate with us. Text us
at (970) 264-2167. When texting,
please include your name, phone
number and the days you want a
meal. If you are canceling a reser-
vation, please include your name,
phone number and the days you
want to cancel.

Texting services are available for
dine-in meal reservations, Grab-
n-Go meals and Meals on Wheels
recipients.

COVID-19 test
kits available

Stop by the Senior Center to pick
up a pack of six free COVID-19 tests
kits for your personal use. These
kits are available to anyone in the
public who needs affordable access
for health promotion and disease
prevention.

Mahjong

Mahjong is a 19th century Chi-
nese tile-based game that is com-
monly played with four players.
Each player receives 13 tiles with
a goal to make matching sets and
pairs (like poker). To win, a player
must form four sets and one pair.

Come to the Senior Center to
learn or play every Tuesday at 1:15
p-m.

Medicare call by
appointment

For anyone who needs help
H See Senior on next page

" Fall i lovewithy youn in!

Come see your small town Pagosa girls at Tangles!

%mgm Hain Qalo\;

970-731-2810

2035 Eagle Drive Unit 110 tangles hair

Keeping traditions /#lcce.

Looking ahead to our 48th year in business here in Pagosa Springs,
we would like to thank the community for your continued support.
As Pagosa’s oldest flooring store, we have seen this community grow
since our parents started the business in 1976. We look forward to the
opportunities that 2024 holds for our community.

We invite you to stop in to see our brand new showroom. Take a
picture of your room and use the interactive display to see what new
flooring would look like in that room.

Thank you, Stephanie, Tony, Jared and Dan
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New Thought Center to hold candlelight service Sunday

By Shayla McClure

New Thought Center for Inspirational Living

Sunday service on Dec. 24 from
6 to 6:30 p.m. will be a candlelight
service on Zoom with Shayla White
Eagle.

Text or call (970) 510-0309 to
sign up to receive the link via email.

Upcoming events

SpiritHeart Band practice is
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. We welcome
musicians and singers to join
the SpiritHeart band. Please text
Bruce at (970) 507-0739 for band
information.

Dec. 21, 6 p.m.: Solstice drum-
ming and celebration.

Dec. 24: Christmas Eve celebra-
tion on Zoom. Join White Eagle for
a beautiful ceremony.

Dec. 31: New Year’s Eve celebra-
tion with the Retrocats at Vallecito
Lake. There will be a burning bowl
ceremony on New Year’s Day. Call/

Senior

H continued from previous page

enrolling and navigating Medi-
care plans, the San Juan Basin
Area Agency on Aging helps with
parts A, B and D. They can also
help you with fraud concerns
and troubleshooting any billing
issues you may be having. By
appointment only. Please call
the Medicare line at (970) 264-
0501, ext 2.

Supporting ASI

Please support our ongoing
operations and programming that
provide critical services to some of
the most vulnerable in Archuleta
County.

You may mail your donation to
P.O. Box 3444, Pagosa Springs, CO
81147 or please visit our website,
http://www.psseniors.org/ (dona-
tion button). Donation checks can

r----------
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512 OFF

Any Full Service
Synthetic Oil Change

Off Any Full Service

OIL

No Appointment Necessary!

1985 Eagle Drive

Next to Advance Auto Parts
Locally Owned/Operated

text (970) 510-0309 for reservations.

Jan. 1, 2024, 11 a.m.: Burning
bowl ceremony to welcome in the
new year with intention and pur-
pose. This will be held at Vallecito
Lake.

Jan.7,2024: Sunday service with
Dr. Elaine Harding.

Jan. 27, 2024: Quintangled Mas-
querade Ball Fundraiser with Loar
and the Good Vibe Tribe. This is
a benefit for Wolf Rescue. There
will be a cash bar, live band and
costume contest Tickets will be
$50 and will go on sale Jan. 5, 2024.

About us

The New Thought Center is a
501(c)(3) and promotes philoso-
phies similar to Centers for Spiri-
tual Living and Agape Centers. We
honor all lifestyles, cultures and
religious paths to the divine.

We welcome local talents to
share gifts, aptitudes and knowl-
edge. Participate, learn or contrib-

be written to: Archuleta Seniors
Inc. We are located at 451 Hot
Springs Blvd. For more informa-
tion about Archuleta Seniors Inc.,
please visit http://www.psseniors.
org/.

There is also another way to
donate.

Are you 70 and half years old
or better? Do you have an IRA
from which you need to take a
distribution? Did you know you
can make charitable donations
directly from your IRA without
paying taxes on the distribution,
up to $100,000 per year? The do-
nation from the account would be
payable to Archuleta Seniors Inc.
and sent to PO Box 344, Pagosa
Springs, CO 81147. This gift op-
tion is called the IRA charitable
rollover or qualified charitable
distribution.

Buy One, Get One

FREE
Wiper Blades

731-1400

ute your insights, beliefs, knowl-
edge and skills.

New Thought events are held
at 3505 W. U.S. 160, on the second
floor of the Pagosa Lodge (elevator
available). Request prayer treat-
ment or obtain information by join-
ing us; emailing pagosacommuni-
tynewthought@gmail.com; mailing
PO. Box 1052, Pagosa Springs, CO
81147; or calling (970) 510-0309.

r-r------=-=-=-"=-—===_"71

Pagosa Auto Rents

|
i RENT A CAR
|

I

I

I

Local « Nights & Weekends I
Delivery Available! :
I

—_d

13770% (970) 585-9181 e
O 0

pagosaautorents.com

I._____________

Drivers license service
Free recycling

Expanded broadband

Re-elect Warren Brown
County Commissioner

The progress Commissioner Brown
has been a part of delivering to the residents
in Archuleta County, speaks for itself.

Advocate for lower gas prices
Increased affordable housing options

Improved food security services

Now is the time to keep moving forward

and continue getting things done.
Re-Elect Commissioner Warren Brown, District 1!

Paid for by Committee to Re-Elect Warren Brown Archuleta County Commissioner District 1.

District 1

Early childhood education

Sensible STR regulations

Increased citizen-led advisory
committees

Added public transportation routes

Veteran discounts

and many more!

Warren Brown Registered Agent.
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A new Christmas
perspective

By Eric Fisk
PREVIEW Columnist

My early-age perspective of
Christmas was skewed as much
as most every child’s is today. The
premise that Christmas is nothing
more than getting goodies and gifts
overshadowed the story of the birth
of mankind’s Savior. The overshad-
owing can be attributed to the one
who lurks in the shadows.

His goal has always been to
thwart anyone’s belief in the Most
Holy God. To have come to this
realization so late in my life makes
me wonder if my Christian faith
would be stronger or weaker if my
heart had been changed while I
was a child. Would the world have
tried to turn my heart back to
stone? That answer is yes. We see
this hardening of hearts through-
out our community and across
this world.

Today, however, I know I am
exactly where I am supposed to
be. There is nothing in our lives
thatis notasitshould be. There are
many things in this world that are
against the things of God. But there
is nothing that is not ordained by
an omniscient God. Those who
feel as though all is falling apart in
their lives are exactly where they
are to be. God’s love and justice is
purely holy.

I have thought thatin end times,
when the Bible states that all knees
will bow to the King of Kings, that
some may not willingly. That some
will be driven to their knees. But as
I write this, I wonder if people will
ask for help when they are at their
lowest point in life. They see that
this world cannot pull them out of
the pit full of mire. Only God can
do that. So, every knee may in fact
bow to the King, but that does not
mean their salvation is secure.

On the flip side, the thief on
the cross who rejected Christ is
evidence that this is probably not
abiblical view. He was at his lowest
point, and mocked Christ. He was
not to be with Christ in paradise
that day. God the Father had not
given this guy to Christ. His name
was not written in the Lamb’s Book

A Matter

of Faith

of Life. However, he was exactly
where he was supposed to be. He
may have had the revelation that
Jesus was in fact the Son of God
prior to his own passing, but with-
out a God-given heart change, he
was stuck in his destiny.

I dread thinking where my at-
titude would have taken me if I
had not asked for spiritual help
years ago. I thank God that He gave
me the ability to ask for that help.
I certainly would not have a cor-
rect view of the Christmas season,
nor would I be seeking an under-
standing of the story of salvation.
Today, I can truly say that my heart
was changed from stone to flesh.
My mind is being renewed daily
towards the things of God. Joy is
finally here in my life.

God changes hearts. I am eter-
nally grateful that He did that for
me. Though I will never know the
depth of Holy Scripture fully in this
life, the act of seeking the depth of
God’s written word brings joy and
living water to my soul.

The Christmas season has
meaning that is truly supernatu-
ral. Walking with the Holy Spirit
daily brings understanding that
is beyond description. Thanks be
to God that I was pulled from the
miry pit of the world. He is the One
who gives life. He is the light of the
world. God the Father, giving His
Son to us for our salvation, is by
far the best Christmas gift anyone
could be given. Jesus is the way, the
truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Him.
Jesus will never let go of those the
Father has given Him. How could
we possibly ask for anything better?

This column may include both
fiction and nonfiction, and views
expressed do not necessarily repre-
sent those of The SUN. Submissions
can be sent to editor@pagosasun.
com.

/

If you or someone you know
might be at risk of suicide,
there is help.

Call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
at 1-800-273-8255,
text a crisis counselor at 741741
or visit suicidepreventionlifeline.org.

\

The Weekly Crossword

ACROSS
1 Souvlaki meat
5 Cornfield cries
9 Stationed
14 Malarial fever
15 Mishmash
16 Eat away
17 Rack and pinion,
e.g.
19 Theater platform
20 "No questions
21 Fonda played
one in "Ulee's
Gold"
23 Diameter halves
25 Seating section
26 Rolling in dough
28 Defenseless
32 Type
33 Blue jeans'
material
35 Sheik's bevy
36 Trim to fit,
maybe
38 Hole-boring tool
40 Tennis score
41 Romance, e.g.
43 Exodus leader
45 Harmless cyst
46 Give rise to
48 High as a kite
50 Celestial body
51 Arthur Murray
moves
52 Enjoy the mo-
ment! (Latin)
56 Back in style
59 Atlantic, for one
60 Chip-making site
62 Trick-taking
game
63 Wartime partner
64 Pot starter
65 Have a hunch
66 Overdue
67 Spotted

DOWN
1 Tibetan priest
2 Mellows

by Margie E. Burke

10 |11 [12 |13

29 (30 |31

45

57 |58

64

67

3 Exposing
scandal
4 Use the guillo-
tine on
5 Arroz __ pollo
6 Form of defense
7 "Early to bed..."
quote ending
8 Now and then
9 Beg
10 Kind of highway
11 Bath cake
12 Leg up
13 Forest forager
18 Stated further
22 Family member
24 Notion
26 Belgian city on
the Meuse
27 Like days gone
by
28 Partner of vim
29 NYC dwelling
30 River embank-
ment
31 Fix text

Copyright 2023 by The Puzzle Syndicate

34 Data-sorting
method

37 Ignore a "Keep
Out" sign

39 Half of R& R

42 Diplomatic
agreement

44 Back of a boat

47 June honoree

49 Met productions

51 Silvery fish

52 Milk dispensers?

53 Advil target

54 Tack room item

55 Singer Fitzgerald

57 Learning style

58 Doomsayer's
sign

61 Sailor's
affirmative
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Eight easy holiday centerpiece ideas

Special to The PREVIEW

The holiday season is a great
time to make any home a bit more
merry and bright. Most individu-
als let their personalities show
through their home decor, and
holiday decorating is just as per-
sonal as decorating throughout the
rest of the year.

The main living areas of ahome
get the most decorating attention,
with a Christmas tree or menorah
taking a prominent position in the
front window. Garlands, candles
and other accoutrements also may
dress up spaces.

However, when it comes to holi-
day hosting, attention also should
be given to the dining table, which
can benefit from a festive center-
piece.

Premade centerpieces are un-
deniably attractive, but adding a
homespun touch can be a fun cre-
ative pursuit and become a family
tradition. Explore these eight simple
ideas to dress up your holiday table.

1. Frosted pine cones: Take ad-
vantage of a crisp winter’s day to
venture into a forest or park that is
rich with evergreen trees. Gather
pine cones from the forest floor and,
if possible, a few evergreen boughs.
Give the pine cones a touch of win-
ter whimsy with a little faux snow
in a can or even white paint. Nestle
the boughs and pine cones into a
wide-mouthed vase or bowl in the
center of the table. Individual pine
cones can later be turned into place
cards for seating guests.

2. Holiday thanks: Cut many
strips of paper roughly 6 inches
in length from various colored
pieces of paper to match the holi-
day theme. When guests arrive, ask
them to write a favorite holiday
memory or two, or what they're
thankful for. Twirl the paper strips
around a pencil to curl them, and
then place the curlicues into a
decorative bowl in the center of
the table. Later in the evening, the
host or hostess canread some of the
sentiments.

3. Magical forest: Use green and
silver conical party hats to turn a
table or sideboard into a veritable
evergreen forest. Arrange them

on a blanket of faux snow or white
confetti.

4. Freshly cut: Select attrac-
tive flowers in vibrant holiday
hues from a florist or even the
supermarket floral section. Cut
the stems and place them into an
unusual display container, such as
holiday-themed mugs or a punch
bowl.

5. Glass baubles: Who says
ornaments should be exclusive
to the tree? A crystal or glass cake
stand can be transformed into
an icy delight when topped with
silver and clear glass ornaments.

6. Birch wood: The crisp white
coloring of birch bark is right
at home with holiday decor. Go
stark with pieces of the cut wood
in varying heights intermingled
with white candles that mimic
the shapes and scale of the wood.

7. Fruit and vegetables: If guests
are coming over and the race is on
for a fast centerpiece, look no fur-
ther than the kitchen. Lemons, arti-
chokes, pears or pomegranates look
festive in a bowl interspersed with
some greenery and baby’s breath.

8. Cornucopia: The horn of plen-
ty can be customized to any holiday.
Purchase a horn in wicker or woven
grapevine and fill with flowers,
fruit and greenery, or even painted

Thank
you for
supporting
our
advertisers!

MM
The Pagosa Springs

SUN

gourds or miniature pumpkins.
Holiday hosts and hostesses
should not neglect the dining table
when they decorate. Festive center-
pieces can be handmade without
much effort on the part of hosts.

I want to thank Pagosa and beyond
for decades of patronage.
Wishing you love, health, joy and peace

for this season and throughout 2024. Cathy Justus WE.C.P.

Wi w Fashions
WINDOW COVERINGS e e
Helping Pagosans and beyond to make - .
\their house a home since 1986. 264-4462 CREARHC)

Dr. Morgan Lopez

Small animal care only— areas of interest
are preventative care, quality of life and
end-of-life care, small animal dentistry.
Dr. Lopez’ hobbies include hiking,
backpacking and reading.

House Calls

Providing Quality Veterinary Care

for Small Animal & Equine for 30 years

Drs. Kitzel Farrah and Cara Finstad welcome Dr. Morgan Lopez to San Juan Veterinary Hospital

Emergency After-hours Care
for both Small animals and Equine

At-Home Euthanasia
Preventative Medicine
Full In-house Diagnostics

Dr. Kitzel Farrah

Small animal and equine care — areas
of interest are Surgery and Ultrasound.
Dr. Farrah’s hobby is showing Reining

Horses.

Dr. Cara Finstad

Small animal and equine care — areas
of interest are Equine emergency care
and surgery. Dr. Finstad’s hobbies are

anything outdoors and skiing.

Services we provide
Digital Radiology
Ultrasound
Advanced Dentistry for small animal and equine
ICU Care/Full Hospital Care
Soft tissue and Orthopedic Surgery
Whole Life Care

We are accepting new clients

Appointments can be made
by calling our office 970-264-2629,
or visit sanjuanvethospital.com to book online.
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Residential

. Holid \ lights

506 Morro Circl Ni i 3 i ighti
o T e Winners of the 2023 Pagosa Springs Area Holiday Lighting contest

305 Snow Circle have been announced, with participants turning on their lights

344 Capricho Circle - for viewing every evening,from
385 Stagecoach Lane

150 Lassen Drive J 6 to 8 p.m. between Nov. 24 and the end of the year.
83 Grey Rock Court . ® .

Business

PS Froyo - 459 Lewis Street

Healing Waters Resort & Spa - 140 Hot
Springs Boulevard

Momentum Fitness - 40 N 15th Street

Pagosa Mountain Sports (downtown) -
162 Pagosa Street

Pine Valley Rental & Sales - 305 Bastille
Drive

Colorado Dream Homes - 2283 Eagle
Drive

Kips Grill and Cantina - 121 Pagosa Street

Motel Soco - 651 W. Hwy 160

Growing Spaces - 1868B Majestic Drive

Pine Ridge Rehab and Healthcare Center
- 119 Bastille Drive

Engel & Volkers Pagosa Springs -
286 Pagosa St.

Riverwalk Inn - 260 East Pagosa Street

The Springs Resort - 323 Hot Springs Blvd

High Creek Lodge - 3821 E HWY 160

RE/MAX Eagle’s Nest and Build Pagosa -
390 Boulder Drive

Storefront window
Chow Down Pet Supplies - 100 Country
Center Drive Unit A&B
Happy Trails Ladies Boutique -
454 Pagosa Street
Footprints Pagosa - 458 Pagosa Street
Mountain Meadow Real Estate -
409 Lewis Street
Goodman’s Department Store -
402 Pagosa Street
Courtney King Studios -
280 Pagosa Street
Community United Methodist Thrift
Store - 427 Lewis Street
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Residential Lighting Contest, first place: 585 Shenandoah Drive.

Storefront Window Display Contest, first place: Chow Down Pet Supplies.

By Jennifer Green
Visit Pagosa Springs

The Pagosa Springs area has
been bright with holiday cheer this
season. The Pagosa Springs Area
Tourism Board and The Pagosa
Springs SUN are pleased to an-
nounce the winners of the 2023

holiday lighting contest.
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PREVIEW photo/Randi Pierce

We want to thank all of the
participants. Voting was con-
ducted online, with 267 votes
submitted between Nov. 24 and
Dec. 17.

Contest entrants will have their
lights on from 6 to 8 p.m. every
evening through the end of the
year.

It was a close race for the Resi-
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Business Lighting Contest, first place: RE/MAX Eagle’s Nest and Build Pagosa.

Holiday Lighting Contest winners announced

dential Lighting Contest, with a dif-
ference of only nine votes between
first and third place. The winners
of the Residential Lighting Contest
are the following:

First place: 585 Shenandoah
Drive.

Second place: 506 Morro Circle.

Third place: 344 Capricho Cir-
cle.

The winners of the Business
Lighting Category are the follow-
ing:

First place: RE/MAX Eagle’s Nest
and Build Pagosa.

Second place: Colorado Dream
Homes.

Third place: PS Froyo.

The winners of the Storefront
Window Display Category are the

following:

First place: Chow Down Pet
Supplies.

Second place: Goodman’s De-
partment Store.

Third place: Community United
Methodist Thrift Store.

Thanks again to all of the par-
ticipants. We are already looking
forward to next year’s contest.
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Free all-ages LEGO contest underway now

By Carole Howard
PREVIEW Columnist, and the library staff

We hope you're working on your
entry for our all-ages LEGO con-
test. Submissions must be turned
in by 6 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 29.

Winners will be announced and
prizes awarded for five different
age groups — preschool, ages 5-7,
ages 8-11, ages 12-17, and ages 18
and up — on Saturday, Dec. 30, at
noon after LEGO Club.

Entries must be built ahead of
time and they must be of your own
creation, not a LEGO kit or from
another source. Also, no Technic
or motorized pieces. Entries can-
not be larger than 18 inches by 18
inches by 18 inches.

Any questions? Ask at your li-
brary or phone 264-2209.

Library closure

Your library will be closed
Christmas Day so that staff can
celebrate with their loved ones.

All-ages art fun

tomorrow

Tomorrow, Friday, Dec. 22, from
2 to 4 p.m., artists of all ages are
invited to get slimy and make art.
Participants should come ready
to get messy at this free event. All
supplies will be provided.

Adult knitting Saturday

Join new and experienced knit-
ters this Saturday, Dec. 23, for our
free Knitters Circle from 1 to 3 p.m.
Itis aimed at anyone over the age of
18 who would like to knit together
or get some help ifyou are stuck on
your project.

Family storytimes

Wednesdays from 10 to 11 a.m.,
join us for a free educational hour
ofreading, singing and free play to
build early literacy skills.

ESL

Free in-person evening classes
take place on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, and there is a change in the
way the time is divided: 4 to 5 p.m.
is reserved for beginners, 5 to 6
p-m. for intermediate and 6 to 7
p-m. for advanced students.

Please help us spread the word
about these classes to others in
our community who would be in-
terested, and contact us by phone
or email if you have any questions.

Note there will be no class Dec.
26.

Tech Time

Free in-person slots are avail-
able from 10 a.m. to noon Tuesdays
and 2 to 4 p.m. Thursdays. Judy
helps you with basic questions re-
lating to computers, smartphones
and tablets, and also provides
assistance in accessing any of the
library’s online resources.

No appointment is needed for
these drop-in sessions, but it is
important that you bring both
your device’s charger and also your
device passwords with you.

Note there is no Tech Time to-
day, Dec. 21.

Pagosa Adult Learning

Services (PALS)

Join Mark or Sally for free PALS
sessions Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. to help with
high school equivalency, GED,
college prep, financial aid, tutoring
and more. PALS stands for Pagosa
Adult Learning Services.

Downloadable books
CloudLibrary has a wide variety
of downloadable e-books and au-
diobooks for all ages. To access this
free digital collection, download
the cloudLibrary app, answer a few
simple questions, select AspenCat
Union Catalog for the name of your
library, then enter your library card
number and four-digit PIN. Library
staff are happy to help you set up
your device if you need assistance.

Three short stories

collections

“Seeking Fortune Elsewhere”
by Sindya Bhanno is a collection
of stories about South Indian im-
migrants and the families they left
behind. “Stories from the Tenants
Downstairs” by Sidik Fofana con-
tains eight interconnected stories
of apartment residents in Harlem.
“Normal Rules Don’t Apply” by
Kate Atkinson contains 11 stories
of subtly connected worlds.

Large print

“The Burnout” by Sophie Kin-
sella follows a woman who escapes
her feelings of burnout at a seaside
resort. “From a Far and Lovely
Country” by Alexander McCall
Smith is a No. 1 Ladies’ Detective

H See Library on page 22

— PAGOSA MULTI-PURPOSE PAVILLION —

Winter Ice Rink
OPENING MID-DECEMBER* AT
SOUTHTOWN PARK «550S. 8TH STREET

*weather permitting

Public Ice Skating / Figure Skating
Drop-in Hockey (all ages) / Curling with Riff Raff

Broomball

RENTALS AVAILABLE

CHECK WEBSITE FOR HOURS: skatepagosa.org

OR CALL 970.398.2337

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK: friendsofpagosamultipurposepavillion
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'This Holiday Season make sure your family is safe.

There is no better time to have your vehicle winterized, put on all-season or
studded snow tires, and equi fp it with Winter Wiper Blades to ensure casy
start-ups and safer

driving on the snowy, icy roads.

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited time offer. Shop supplies and tax not included.
May not be combined with any other offer. See the pros at Piedra Automotive for details.
Offer ends 1/17/24

b/ b/
Diodra Hutomotive
(970)731-3335 24 TowiNG &

505 Piedra Rd. ROADSIDE
Hour ASSISTANCE

Open 8:00 - 5:30 Mon. - Fri.
9 @E_)entlstry and FASTBRACES

1. 0.8 .8 8 ¢

JUST FINISHED FAST—
BRACES wiTH DPR.
RUTHERFORD AND HIS
sraFfF. It was
ESSENT/ALLY PAIN-FREE
WITH MINIMAL OFF/ICE
v/SITS. AND, THEY
WERE YERY GOOPD AT
WORKING AROUND MY
TRAVEL SCHEDUILE.
DORr. RUTHERFORD
HAS ALSO TAKEN CARE
OF REGULAR CLEANINGS
AND SOME NECESSARY
CROWNS FOR ME. IT
1S ALWAY'S A PLEASANT
EXPERIENCES

JEANNETTE K. 10723

o
LIMITED EXAM

AND X-RAY

CALL NOw T0
BOOK AN APPOINTMENT

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
EXPIRES DECEMBER 3IST, 2023

Save smﬂﬂ
on FASTBRACES®

Special not valid with other offers.

EXPIRES DECEMBER 3151, 2023

970-/31-3621

PAGOSASMILES.COM

No Insurance? CASH Discounts!

 SERVING THE PAGOSA AREA FOR OVER 29 YEARS!

= |

Local reporting that matters.
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Are you
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7790!" )’ change in 2024?
Pagosa SPTlng S I want to sell
M < home for you.
C M B P A RTYTS O0OUHT orting me |4 / your home for you.
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0 E T E I S CUUZPUFH E i Call me today for a free market analysis.
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ACTIVITIES
ARRIVAL
BARTENDER
BEVERAGES

CHAFING DISHES

CHARGERS
ENTERTAIN
FOOD
GIFT
GUEST LIST
HOME
HOSTING
INVITE
ITINERARY
MENU
MUSIC
OVERNIGHT
PARTY
PLANNING
PLAYLIST
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RSVP
VALET

If you or someone you know e

might be at risk of suicide, e
there is help. @

Order Fresh Enter Your We deliver to
Groceries Online Information your home!

Call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
at 1-800-273-8255, text a crisis counselor at 741741

L. O R R We proudly give 10% of all proceeds to our local food pantry!
or visit suicidepreventionlifeline.org.

Winter is sadly the time %}
%ﬁ for bursting pipes. #

Call us 24/7 for your flood damage needs
Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

RESTORATION BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
_ combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.
FLOOD As long-time locals, we operate with small-town
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your
MITIGATION time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with
’ punctuality.
DUCT CLEANING H ik i Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service
DISBStEf Mltlgatlﬂn you and your family through providing quality in our
Fire Restoration Mold Remediation Smoke and Odor ~ ork and being timely and efficient.
Water Extraction Structural Drying Removal Don'’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing
water. Water mixed with the normal environments
Lars Schneider BJ Jones produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding
970-946-0238 970-749-9028 ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump
. . . system installations and repairs as well as moisture
MountainMenDM.com « mail@mountainmendm.com barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED (§, INSURED () LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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Library
H continued from page 20
Agency mystery. “The Corsican
Shadow” by Clive Cussler is a Dirk
Pitt adventure. “Hostile Territory”
by William W. and J.A. Johnstone
is a Preacher and Jamie MacCal-
lister western. “Cade’s Revenge” by
RobertVaughan is the second book
in the Western Adventures of Cade
McCall series.

Mysteries, thrillers and

suspense

“The Running Grave” by Robert
Galbraith is the seventh bookin the
Strike series. “Too Late” by Colleen
Hoover is a psychological suspense
story. “The Edge” by David Balda-
cci begins when a CIA operative
is murdered and her laptop and
phone are missing. “Tom Clancy
Command and Control” by Marc
Cameron is a Jack Ryan adventure.
“The Eye of Darkness” by George
Mann is a Star Wars High Repub-
lic story. “Vengeance is Mine” by
Marie NDiaye features a French
middle-aged lawyer.

Other novels

“The Little Liar” by Mitch Albom
isastory of truth and lies set during
the Holocaust. “An Amish Cinder-
ella” by Shelley Shepard Gray is
a romance set in an Ohio Amish
community. “The Waste Wilds” by
Lauren Groff begins when a servant
girl escapes from a colonial settle-
ment. “The Record Keeper” by
Charles Martin involves the rescue
of a beloved mentor and friend.
“The Last Exchange” by Charles
Martin focuses on a bodyguard for
a movie star. “The Five-Star Week-
end” by Elin Hildebrand involves
friends gathering in Nantucket.

“Stalking Around the Christmas
Tree” by Jacqueline Frost is a Christ-
mas Tree Farm mystery. “The Book-
binder” by Pip Williams features two
women in Oxford during World War
I. “The Porcelain Maker” by Sarah
Freethy is a love story set during
WorldWar II. “The Constant Soldier”
by William Ryan features a German
soldier who returns home in 1944 to
find his village dramatically changed
for the worst. “Dark Memory” by
Christine Feehan is a Carpathian

paranormal fantasy romance.

Books on CD

“The Wonder of All” by Barbara
Taylor Bradford is the third House
of Falconer historical novel. “The
Running Grave” by Robert Galbraith
is the seventh book in the Strike PI
mystery series. “The Exchange” by
John Grisham is a legal thriller. “12
Months to Live” by James Patterson
and Mike Lupica features a criminal
defense attorney with a terminal
illness. “If YouWould Have Told Me”
by John Stamos is a memoir by this
actor and producer and is read by
the author.

“The Other Mothers” by Kather-
ine Faulkner is a thriller about class
and motherhood in an exclusive
London community. “Good Girls”
by Bangladeshi writer Leesa Gazi
begins when a 40-year-old woman
is finally allowed to go to the bazaar
alone. “Sunny” by Colin O’Sullivan
is a technological thriller about an
Al conspiracy. “Saevus Corax Gets
Away with Murder” by K.J. Parker
is a fantasy about a man in the
battlefield salvage business.

DVDs

“20 Days in Mariupol” isa docu-
mentary about the war in Ukraine.

Nonfiction

“Dolly Parton” by Tracey E.W.
Laird highlights memorable mo-
ments in her life and includes 120
photos. “How to Smile” by Thich
Nhat Hanh is part of the Zen
master’s Mindfulness Essentials
series. “Budapest” is a Rick Steves
guidebook.

“Nuff Said” by Tyrus contains
more tales of the author’s life in
a complicated world. “The Radi-
cal Mind” by David Horowitz is a
broadside against the policies of
the radical left. “Tired of Winning:
Donald Trump and the End of the
Grand Old Party” by Jonathan Karl
tracks the former president’s con-
trol of the Republican Party. “A City
on Mars” by Kelly and Zach Wein-
ersmith investigates the pros and
cons of life in space settlements.

Thanks to our donors
We are grateful to Nancy Cole,

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

9275.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-

and to Susan and Terry Arrington,
for their generous monetary dona-
tions.

When we are open, material
donations are accepted for the
Friends of the Library at the front
desk — not down the outside
returns slot at the library or the
drop box at City Market, please.
The Friends recently announced
new guidelines for what they will
accept as donations: Yes to popular
fiction books published in 2013 or
later, nonfiction books published
2018 or later, and children’s and
young adult books — all in excel-
lent condition, please. No to CDs,
DVDs, Blu-ray, VHS or cassette
tapes; textbooks, outdated travel
books or reference books because
they do not sell. No more than two
boxes at a time because of space
constraints.

Quotable quote

“It’s no harder to think big than
to think small. The only hard part s
giving yourself permission to think
that way. Well, I don't just give you
permission, I demand it of you.”
— Arnold Schwarzenegger in his
book “Be Useful: Seven Tools for
Life,” available at your Ruby Sisson
Library.

Website

For more information on library
books, services and programs —
and to reserve books, e-books,
books on CD and DVDs from the
comfort of your home — please
visit our website at https://pago-
salibrary.org.

Robert D Scott, CFP®, AAMS®
President
bobscott@scottstrategicinv.com

Anthony M. Doctor, RICP®
Wealth Manager
anthonydoctor@scottstrategicinv.com

189 Talisman Drive, Ste. D | Pagosa Springs CO 81147
970-731-3070 | scottstrategicinv.com

The gift of love,
the gift of peace,
the gift of happiness.
May these be yours
during this
holiday season.

e

Sharing our Core Values
with you each day through our work

Care « Compassion « Communication « Commitment

Call today for your appointment!

970-264-9436

\ www.pagosa.dentist « Conveniently located downtown at 308 Pagosa Street Yy

~\

SAN JUAN
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All events listed in The PREVIEW
Calendar are free of charge unless
otherwise noted.

Thursday, Dec. 21

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m,,
Sisson Library. Ruby’s Writers
Guild will welcome writers who are
looking for opportunities, support
and camaraderie with other writ-
ers. Members will provide support,
resources and guidance for each
other.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15
p.m., Senior Center. No experi-
ence is necessary, so come willing
to learn.

English as a Second Language. 4-7
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email
for more information. Beginning
students are encouraged to attend
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

‘All is Calm: The Christmas Truce of
1914.’ 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Cen-
ter for the Arts. For tickets and show
information, see pagosacenter.org
or call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

Friday, Dec. 22

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Messy Art: Slime. 2-4 p.m., Sisson
Library. Get messy and make art.
This time is getting slimy. All sup-
plies will be provided.

FREEfRIDES

MEDICAID
CLIENTS

anywhere in the State of Colorado
Please call us to get qualified:

970-731-4081

(all 970-731-4081 for scheduling
PUC# 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

Also Durango Airport Shuttle « Taxi Service - Weddings
Charter Service - Private Parties

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc

‘All is Calm: The Christmas Truce of
1914.’ 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Cen-
ter for the Arts. For tickets and show
information, see pagosacenter.org
or call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

Saturday, Dec. 23

Knitters Circle. 1-3 p.m., Sisson
Library. Join new or experienced
knitters to get help with your project
or sit and knit.

A Night with the Grinch. 5-8 p.m,,
TARA Community Center, 333
Milton Way, Arboles. Parents can
drop off their children for a parents’
night out for last-minute Christmas
preparations. Children will watch
a movie and enjoy cookies, cocoa
and snacks. The cost is $10 with
some scholarships available. The
Grinch will be available for pictures
from 8-8:30 p.m. Call or text Kym-
berley Pierce at (970) 946-7211
to RSVP.

‘Allis Calm: The Christmas Truce of
1914.’ 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Cen-
ter for the Arts. For tickets and show
information, see pagosacenter.org
or call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

Sunday, Dec. 24

‘Allis Calm: The Christmas Truce of
1914.” 3 p.m., Pagosa Springs Cen-
ter for the Arts. For tickets and show
information, see pagosacenter.org
or call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

Tuesday, Dec. 26

Tech Time. 10 a.m.-noon, Sisson
Library. Basic questions related to
computers, smartphones, tablets,
etc. Bring your device charger.
We provide assistance with ac-
cessing any of the library’s online
resources. Call (970) 264-2209 for
more information.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your
current stitching project and a
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy

Non-emergency
medical

transportation

to Denver, Durango,
Farmington, Colorado
Springs — Anywhere
in Colorado and border
state approved cities
for Medicaid insured
rides to and from
Medicaid providers

Pre-approval and
24-hour notice
required.

———r—r—
WJ
pagosa

the fellowship of other stitchers. All
are welcome.

Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta
County. 10 a.m., Tennyson Build-
ing Event Center, 197 Navajo Trail
Drive. Veterans and family mem-

H See Calendar on next page

As the holidays near, we remember the year behind us
and look forward to the new year ahead. We are excited
to share new memories and endless possibilities with our

friends, families and neighbors of this great community.

PAGOSA SPRINGS 205 Country Center Drive, 970.731.4166
bankofcolorado.com

= Bank of Colorado

THERE'S ONLY ONE
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H continued from previous page

bers are invited to share experi-
ences with vets of all ages. Find
out about the latest in vets benefits,
vets news and community-focused
events. Contact (970) 880-8387 for
more details.

Pagosa Duplicate Bridge. 12:30 p.m.
PLPOA Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave.
Duplicate players new and experi-
enced are welcome. We are mem-
bers of the Durango Bridge Club
and play ACBL-sanctioned games
with computer-dealt hands for
maximum review options. Please
email names of the playing pair
to pagosaduplicate@gmail.com
or text (970) 946-6454 for more
information.

English as a Second Language. 4-7
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email
for more information. Beginning
students are encouraged to attend
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult

Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

Wednesday, Dec. 27

Pickleball Beginner Lessons. 8-11
a.m., Community Center. Loaner
paddles are available. Reserva-
tions are required and can be made
at pagosapickleball.org under the
“Play” tab.

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Kids Kare. 9:30-11:30 a.m., Pagosa
Bible Church, 209 Harman Park
Drive. Kids Kare is a program for
children ages 3-5 that meets each
Wednesday and includes Bible
time, songs, crafts, games and
more.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson
Library. Join us for an educational
hour of reading, singing and free
play while building early literacy skills
together. For all ages. Call (970) 264-
2209 for more information.

‘All is Calm: The Christmas Truce
of 1914.” 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs
Center for the Arts. For tickets and
show information, see pagosacen-
ter.org or call (970) 731-SHOW
(7469).

Thursday, Dec. 28

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m,,
Sisson Library. Ruby’s Writers
Guild will welcome writers who are
looking for opportunities, support
and camaraderie with other writ-
ers. Members will provide support,
resources and guidance for each
other.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15
p.m., Senior Center. No experi-
ence is necessary, so come willing
to learn.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, etc.
Bring your device charger. We
provide assistance with accessing
any of the library’s online resourc-
es. Call (970) 264-2209 for more
information.

H See Calendar on next page

POWER IT FORWARD
WITH LPEA’S GIVING TREE

/)

A

La Plata Electric Association, Inc.

"

www.lpea.coop |

Donate and help your
neighbors keep the lights
on this holiday season.

Venmo us @GivingTree_LPEA
(or scan the QR code)

Call us at (970) 247-5786
Drop off your donation at

our office in Durango or
Pagosa Springs.

Donations will be accepted through
January 3lst, 2024.

(970) 247-5786

EARLY
DEADLINES

for The Pagosa Springs SUN issue of

Thursday, December 28

Display Advertising
Noon, Friday, December 22

Classified Advertising,
All Categories

10 a.m., Tuesday, December 26

Legal Advertising, Articles & Letters
Noon, Thursday, December 21

The Pagosa Springs SUN office will be closed
Monday, December 25, in observance of Christmas.

for The Pagosa Springs SUN issue of
Thursday, January 4, 2024

Display Advertising
Noon, Friday, December 29

Classified Advertising,

All Categories
10 a.m., Tuesday, January 2, 2024

Legal Advertising, Articles & Letters
Noon, Thursday, December 28

The Pagosa Springs SUN office will be closed
Monday, January 1, 2024, in observance of New Years.

m
The Pagosa SpringsS [ ] I Q
970-264-2100 * www.PagosaSUN.com
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JIM GARRETT

« ATTORNEY «

H continued from previous page

English as a Second Language. 4-7
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email
for more information. Beginning
students are encouraged to attend
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8
p.m., Sisson Library. Pagosa
Adult Learning Services, or PALS,
can help you with high school
equivalency, GED, college prep,
financial aid, tutoring and more.
Mark can help you develop a plan
to achieve your education goals.
Call (970) 264-2209 for more
information.

Archuleta County Republican Cen-
tral Committee Meeting. 5:30-7
p.m., Grace in Pagosa.

‘All is Calm: The Christmas Truce of
1914.” 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Cen-
ter for the Arts. For tickets and show
information, see pagosacenter.org
or call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

Friday, Dec. 29

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Video Gaming. 2-4 p.m., Sisson
Library. For all ages. Play age-
appropriate video games on an
Xbox, Wii and various other game
systems, with mostly team or active
games featured.

‘All is Calm: The Christmas Truce of
1914.” 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Cen-
ter for the Arts. For tickets and show
information, see pagosacenter.org
or call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

Saturday, Dec. 30

LEGO Club. 11 a.m.-noon, Sisson
Library. For ages 6-11. Bring your
own or use our LEGOs to free build.

‘Lion King Kids.” 2 p.m., Pagosa
Springs Center for the Arts. For
tickets and show information, see
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

‘Lion King Kids.” 4 p.m., Pagosa
Springs Center for the Arts. For
tickets and show information, see
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

Sunday, Dec. 29

‘Lion King Kids.” 2 p.m., Pagosa
Springs Center for the Arts. For
tickets and show information, see
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

Tuesday, Jan. 2

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Wednesday, Jan. 3

Pickleball Beginner Lessons. 8-11
a.m., Community Center. Loaner
paddles are available. Reserva-
tions are required and can be made
at pagosapickleball.org under the
“Play” tab.

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson
Library. Join us for an educational
hour of reading, singing and free
play while building early literacy skills
together. For all ages. Call (970) 264-
2209 for more information.

Thursday, Jan. 4

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-
son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild will
welcome writers who are looking for
opportunities, support and camara-
derie with other writers. Members
will provide support, resources and
guidance for each other.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15
p.m., Senior Center. No experi-
ence is necessary, so come willing
to learn.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, etc.
Bring your device charger. We
provide assistance with accessing
any of the library’s online resourc-
es. Call (970) 264-2209 for more
information.

English as a Second Language. 4-7
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email
for more information. Beginning
students are encouraged to attend
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,

7

EE— SOoUuTH WEST ESTATE PLANNING ltd.
CoLORADO | TEXAS LAW FIRM

Straightforward Estate Planning
Wills « Trusts

Charlotte P. Yochem, Attorney*
charlotte@yochemlaw.com o 512-529-6288
southwestestateplanningltd.com

Pagosa Springs, Colorado

\_ *Licensed to Practice Law in Colorado and Texas Yy,

\

Protecting your interests

LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE
BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS

New location: Downtown, above the theatre
422 PAGOSA ST, NO. 5
970-880-0468 « 412-508-1060
P.0. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS « jyg44law@gmail.com

Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
H See Calendar on next page

This holiday season we thank
our community for investing in your
Ruby Sisson Library through our
Mountains of Opportunity building campaign.

You are incredible. You are changing lives.

RUBY M. SIs50N
MEMORIAL LIBRAR)
FOUNDATTON
“A library outranks any other one thing

a community can do to benefit its people.’
~Andrew Carnegie, industrialist and philanthropist

b

Ruby Sisson Library Foundation & Friends
Discover more at pagosalibrary.org/library-foundation/
foundation@pagosalibrary.org « (970) 264-2209
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264-2209 for more information.

Friday, Jan. 5

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’
Wrestling. 5 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Nucla.
Rocky Mountain Duals.

Saturday, Jan. 6

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Wres-
tling. 10 a.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus mul-
tiple opponents. Rocky Mountain
Invite.

Monday, Jan. 8

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11:30 a.m.,
PLPOA Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave.
Beginners meet at 9:30 a.m. and
the advance group meets at 10:15
a.m. If you haven't attended before,
please call Beverly at (970) 264-
2064 for more information.

Tuesday, Jan. 9

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Wednesday, Jan. 10

Pickleball Beginner Lessons. 8-11
a.m., Community Center. Loaner
paddles are available. Reserva-
tions are required and can be made
at pagosapickleball.org under the
“Play” tab.

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson
Library. Join us for an educational
hour of reading, singing and free
play while building early literacy
skills together. For all ages. Call
(970) 264-2209 for more informa-
tion.

Thursday, Jan. 11

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m,,
Sisson Library. Ruby’s Writers
Guild will welcome writers who are
looking for opportunities, support
and camaraderie with other writ-
ers. Members will provide support,
resources and guidance for each
other.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15
p.m., Senior Center. No experi-
ence is necessary, so come willing
to learn.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, etc.
Bring your device charger. We
provide assistance with accessing
any of the library’s online resourc-
es. Call (970) 264-2209 for more
information.

English as a Second Language. 4-7
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email
for more information. Beginning
students are encouraged to attend
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

Friday, Jan. 12

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Cen-
tauri.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School versus Centauri.

Monday, Jan. 15

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11:30 a.m.,
PLPOA Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave.
Beginners meet at 9:30 a.m. and
the advance group meets at 10:15
a.m. If you haven't attended before,
please call Beverly at (970) 264-
2064 for more information.

Tuesday, Jan. 16

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Wednesday, Jan. 17

Pickleball Beginner Lessons. 8-11
a.m., Community Center. Loaner

a0 KATHIE LATTIN

- f";l NMLS#609186 DOES

) o> MORTGAGES IN 47 STATES!
[ % CALL 970.946.5182

Bank Central

A Division of The Central Trust Bank

APPLYWITHLATTIN.COM | MEMBER FDIC | NMLS #407985 e

paddles are available. Reserva-
tions are required and can be made
at pagosapickleball.org under the
“Play” tab.

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson
Library. Join us for an educational
hour of reading, singing and free
play while building early literacy
skills together. For all ages. Call
(970) 264-2209 for more informa-
tion.

Thursday, Jan. 18

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Wres-
tling. 5 p.m., Pagosa Springs High
School. Pagosa versus Bayfield.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Wres-
tling. 6 p.m., Pagosa Springs High
School. Pagosa versus Bayfield.

H See Calendar on next page

A Cure for

Winter Projects:
Rent it from P.V.R.

Sewer Inspection Cameras
Sewer Snakes
Dehumidifier

Wood Chippers
Man Lifts
Dump Trailers
Skid Steers
Excavators
Log Splitters & more

See our full line of equipment on
pinevalleyrental.com

Shop local for your
equipment rental needs

305 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

Donna & Bob Clemison

December 22, 2023

High School Graduate

Joy Michelle Wiersma

and her famify
ﬁa}o}n’[y extend their
sincere appreciation
to the foffowing yecy[e
and organizations
for their guicfcmce and support
Jum’ng the journey
tﬁrougﬁ the educational _process

oftﬁeyrecec{ing years.

AWANA

Fthan G-[ageness Child fvange[ism Te[[owsﬁ@’p

Lisa Hartley Christian Youth in Action

Bill, Joyce & Lycfia Hines Curtains ‘Up Pagosa

Joycee Holdread Crossroad Christian ‘.Fe[[owsﬁi}o
‘Katﬁy ‘Jsﬁerg Forge Martial Arts

f}gﬁ( Laycfon Open Circle Youth Group

George & Linda Muirhead Pagosa Bible Church

Les & Karla Mundall Pagosa Springs Baking Co.

Jim & Faye Park Pagosa Springs Tﬁotogm}oﬁy
Frank & Connie Porter Pagosa Springs Seventﬁ-@ay Adventists
Jim & Q\fancy Sanderson CRuEy Sisson Liﬁmry

Junior & ‘Janet Sorenson Wog[ Creek Christian Writers Assoc.
Curt & Lyne[f Wiggers WOQ( Creek Ski School
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Monday, Jan. 22

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Wednesday, Jan. 24

Pickleball Beginner Lessons. 8-11
a.m., Community Center. Loaner
paddles are available. Reserva-
tions are required and can be made
at pagosapickleball.org under the
“Play” tab.

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson
Library. Join us for an educational
hour of reading, singing and free
play while building early literacy
skills together. For all ages. Call
(970) 264-2209 for more informa-
tion.

Friday, Jan. 26

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Mont-
ezuma-Cortez.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Mon-
tezuma-Cortez.

Friday, Feb. 2

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Ig-
nacio.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Ig-
nacio.

Saturday, Feb. 3

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Ala-
mosa.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa versus Ala-
mosa.

Submit your calendar items to editor@
pagosasun.com; mail them to The
Pagosa Springs SUN, P.O. Box
9, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147; or
deliver them to The SUN office by
noon Monday.

Keeping traditions /#lcce.

Village Interiors Carpet One
22 Trinity Lane ¢ 970.731.2711

Karastan
Area Rugs
SALE

20%
OFF

Stop iu to cce a¢ today!

EAGLE’S NEST

EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Marianne Hamilton Vicki Liszewski
Broker/Owner, Realtor Associate Broker
CRS, GRI, ABR, PSA Realtor
970-585-9005 480-287-3155
mhamilton@remax.net  VickiLiszewski@remax.net

David L. Lang Andrea Peltier
Associate Broker Associate Broker
MBA, ABR Realtor

602-228-0146
david.lang@remax.net

303-918-8137

Andrea.Peltier@remax.net

R E/‘ ' I Ax 970-731-0500 « RemaxEaglesNest.com

390 Boulder Drive, Suite 100 ¢« Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
HOME ¢« CONDO ¢« RANCH ¢« LAND *« MOUNTAIN CABIN - LUXURYA'{

dspower1958@gmail.com

Diane Pistillo
Associate Broker
Realtor
602-481-9212
DianePistillo@
remax.net

Daniel Power
Associate Broker
Realtor
575-937-2354
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PAGOSA SCENE . . .

FRIENDS OF THE T HEATRE

Photos courtesy Carole Howard and Simon Fuger

Scene ... Friends of the Theatre provide home-cooked dinners on Dec. 12 for the cast of Thingamajig Theatre
Company’s holiday musical, “All is Calm: The Christmas Truce of 1914,” playing at the Pagosa Springs Center
for the Arts until Dec. 29. Two local actors plus eight professionals from across the U.S. are performing as
enemy soldiers in the trenches of World War | who come together in peace, harmony and camaraderie after a
German soldier begins singing “Stille Nacht” on Christmas Eve. Tickets are available at www.pagosacenter.org.
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Photo courtesy Cristina Glebova/Unsplash

Dark-eyed juncos are in decline, despite there being no single obvious reason.

A warning from the snowbirds

By Pepper Trail
PREVIEW Columnist

No, this isn’t about those folks
who spend their winters in Arizona
or Florida. The snowbird behind
this warning is an actual bird, the
dark-eyed junco, a small creature
you probably know if you have a bird
feeder and maybe even if you don't.

Trim, gray sparrows that flash
white tail feathers as they take
flight, juncos are called snowbirds
because they arrive in our towns
with the coming of snow. Come
spring, they head back up into the
mountains or north to Canada and
Alaska for nesting.

Juncos are among the West’s
most familiar birds, reliable com-
panions on summer hikes and
winter days. The total population
of the species is estimated to be
around 200 million. Juncos are in
no danger of extinction, so what
warning could they be giving us?

Juncos may be abundant, but
they are also in sharp decline.
According to the Breeding Bird
Survey, a decades-long monitor-
ing study of the nation’s birds,
junco populations are down by 42
percent since the surveys began in
the late 1960s.

But here is the peculiar part:
There is no obvious reason for this
loss of millions of birds. Juncos
are adaptable, not requiring some
disappearing habitat. They don’t
make long-distance migrations
to the tropics. Poisons or toxins

Opinion:

Writers on
the Range

don’t seem to pose a special threat
to them.

What seems to be killing juncos
is, simply, everything.

Based on numerous studies,
the leading human-related cause
of death among birds is predation
by cats: over 2 billion (yes, bil-
lion) birds killed per year in North
America.

This is followed by collisions:
windows, 600 million birds; ve-
hicles, 200 million; powerlines and
communication towers, 43 million.

Then there are pesticides and
toxics, 72 million; lead poisoning,
12 million; and oil and wastewater
pits, 1 million. That adds up to well
over 3 billion dead birds per year.

Nothing on this list is a deliber-
ate effort to get rid of juncos or
other birds. They're just byproducts
of the way we conduct ourselves in
the world.

These dangers, of course, are
not faced just by juncos. A review
of North American bird popula-
tions documents that we have lost
almost one-third of our birds since
1970. The researchers summarized
their findings in no uncertain
terms: “This loss of bird abundance
signals an urgent need to address

threats to avert future avifaunal
collapse and associated loss of
ecosystem integrity, function and
services.”

It’s not just bird populations

H See Writers on next page
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CHRISTMAS
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AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

May you enjoy all the
delightful sights and sounds
of the season!

Call 970-731-4554 to schedule
your FREE hearing check

Ears 2 U
Hearing Aid Center

190 Talisman Rd. Ste. C-3
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Call 970-731-4554 to schedule your appointment
coloradohearingaid.com
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Bake up a sweet holiday treat

Special to The PREVIEW

Entertaining is a big part of
the holiday season. Calendars
are packed this time of year with
gatherings with friends, family and
professional colleagues.

Entertaining requires keeping
plenty of refreshments on hand to
ensure guests maintain their holi-
day spirit. Dessert is no stranger
to the season, with office break
rooms, dining tables and buffet
stations brimming with sweet
treats to tempt celebrants’ pal-
ates. Everyone should have a go-to
dessert to bring along to a holiday
party or to offer guests when host-
ing their own fétes. Cookies are a
standard due to their versatility
and portability.

Festive “Sour Cream Cookies”
provide all of the holiday feels
and can be customized in color to
reflect celebrations of Christmas,
Chanukah, Kwanzaa or New Year’s.
Bake up a batch, courtesy of “Live
Well Bake Cookies” by Danielle Rye.

Sour Cream Cookies
Makes 22 cookies
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour,
spooned and leveled
1 teaspoon baking powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter,
softened
3/4 cup granulated sugar
1large egg, atroom temperature
1 1/2 teaspoons pure vanilla

extract
1/2 cup sour cream, at room
temperature

Vanilla Buttercream
Frosting

1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter,
softened

11/2 cups powdered sugar

1 tablespoon heavy whipping
cream or milk

1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

Gel food coloring (optional)

1. To make the cookies: Preheat
the oven to 350 degrees E Line two
large baking sheets with parch-
ment paper or silicone baking mats
and set aside.

2. In alarge mixing bowl, whisk
together the flour, baking powder
and salt until well combined. Set
aside.

3. In the bowl of a stand mixer
fitted with the paddle attachment
or in a large mixing bowl using a
handheld mixer, beat the butter
and granulated sugar together
for 1 to 2 minutes, or until well
combined.

4. Mix in the egg and vanilla ex-
tract until fully combined, making
sure to stop and scrape down the
sides of the bowl as needed.

5. Mix in the dry ingredients in
two additions, alternating with the
sour cream. Make sure to mix in
each addition until just combined,
and be careful not to overmix the
batter.

6. Using a 1 1/2-tablespoon

Safe2Tell Colorado
(877) 542-7233

Anonymously report anything that concerns
or threatens you, your friends, your family or
your community.

Sell it

in the classifieds

Cars  Bikes » Houses ® Land * Saddles ® Hay * Goats
Horses ® Boats ® Tools ¢ Furniture ® You name it!

e e e
The Pagosa Springs S UN

To place your classified ad, call
(970) 264-2100

cookie scoop, scoop the cookie
dough onto the prepared baking
sheets, making sure to leave a little
room between each one.

7. Bake for 14 to 16 minutes, or
until the tops of the cookies are
set and spring back when touched
lightly. Remove from the oven, and
allow to cool on the baking sheets
for 10 minutes, then carefully
transfer the cookies to a wire rack
to cool completely.

8. To make the vanilla butter-
cream frosting: In the bowl of a
stand mixer fitted with the whisk
attachment or in a large mixing
bowl using a handheld mixer, beat
the butter for 1 to 2 minutes, or
until smooth. Add the powdered
sugar, 1/2 cup at a time, mixing in
each addition until well combined.

9. Add the heavy whipping
cream, vanilla extract and gel food
coloring (if using), and continue
mixing until fully combined.

10. Once the cookies have
cooled completely, spread the
frosting on top of the cookies.

11. Store the cookies in an air-
tight container at room tempera-
ture or in the refrigerator for up to
four days.

Writers

H continued from previous page
that are collapsing. Insect popu-
lations are crashing as well.
Studies from the United States,
Europe and Asia over the past
10 years document shocking
declines in insect populations,
as much as 50 to 75 percent.

Ifyou're plagued by swarms of
mosquitoes in the summer, you
might think that's not such abad
thing. But insects are crucial to
the functioning of just about ev-
ery ecosystem on Earth, serving
as pollinators, decomposers and
as food for countless species of
critters higher up the food chain.

Is there an exception to this
relentless litany of population
declines? Why, yes. It’s us. Since
1970, the human population
of the United States has grown
by more than 60 percent, while
bird populations have fallen by
a third. That doesn’t seem like a
coincidence.

Everyone has heard of the
canary in the coal mine: the
bird that miners brought un-
derground to alert them to
dangerous gases such as carbon
monoxide. With its small size
and fast metabolism, the canary

would collapse before the gas
reached levels fatal to humans,
giving the miners just enough
time to escape.

We need to see the humble
snowbird for what it is: Our “ca-
nary in the world.” When even
the commonest wild species are
suffering drastic declines, do we
really believe that a world inhos-
pitable to our fellow creatures
will continue to be hospitable to
us? As one species after another
dwindles away, the structure of
the ecosystems that sustain life
on Earth is weakening.

The familiar flash of a junco’s
white tail feathers as I hike along
a mountain trail always brings a
smile to my face. It’s a reminder
that keeping common species
common is essential to keeping
this beautiful planet livable, and
for that, I say thank you, little
snowbird.

Pepper Trail is a contributor to
Writers on the Range, writerson-
therange.org, a nonprofit dedicat-
ed to spurring lively conversation
about the West. He is a biologist
and writer based in Ashland, Ore.
Views expressed do not necessarily
represent those of The SUN.
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Crossword Puzzle THIS DAY IN...

20
HISTORY

*1946: TS A WONDER-
FUL LIFE" PREMIERES TO
MIXED REVIEWS AT THE
GLOBE THEATRE IN

NEW YORK.

*1951: THEEBR-1 IN
ARCO, IDAHO, IS THE
FIRST NUCLEAR FOWER
PLANT TO GENERATE
ELECTRICITY.

* 19865: POPE JOHN
PAUL I ANNOUNCES THE

ACROSS DOWN INSTITUTION OF WORLD
1. Afraid 1. Cat YOUTH DAY,
4. One who mimics 2. Hold back
6. Jump on 3. Vibrating sound

5. Test flavor

THE RIGHTING REFLEX' IS A or
BALANCING SYSTEM THAT THIS
ANIMAL HAS THAT ENABLES ISYL’S BULLNG "¢ UIBNSY T Aullad T
IT TO LAND THE RIGHT WAY UF. wmod HAIRBALL
20UNOJ *Q IOJBIIW] ‘p [NJIBS] ' aball of hair that
$S0I0Y c'olle’cts inan
1VD HIAMSNY SupMSUY animal’s stomach

-

" GET THE
PFIG I VISE?D
b A

ENGLISH: Arch

SPANISH: Arco DESFITE CATS APPEARING TO BE
LONERS WHO REQUIRE P

ITALIAN: Arco LITTLE INTERACTION P
WITH THEIR y

FRENECH: Arche OWNERS, THEY "-’L'Q Can you guess what

STILL NEED the bigger picture is?

GERMAN: Bogen VETERINARY CARE. 304 6.1¥2 HIMSNY
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264-2100

Classifieds

Office Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

264-2100

Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY ANNOUNCEMENTS SERVICES SERVICES
( )

Loving Dog Care
by Leslie N.

Find me on Rover.com

using zip code 81147 . :

- Reviews online
«+ Boarding % Day care R
* Drop ins % House sitting 4l Rover.com

References and

60LB GRASS HAY Bales, $8. (928)642-4661.

ALLEY HOUSE GRILLE. Bartenders, 3-4
nights. Must be able to work weekends. $13
/ hour to train. $15 / hour plus tips. 3pm start
time. Email Contact@Alleyhousegrille.com.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Call for delivery and
pick-up prices. (970)238-0677.

FIREWOOD. One cord, split, delivered and
stacked in the immediate Pagosa Springs
area. Only $300. Call now, (970)903-0731.

FOUR KUMHO PREMIUM ALL-SEA-
SON RADIAL SUV CROSSOVER TIRES.
235/60R18 103H, 50 percent plus tread (per
Discount Tires Durango), $280. Leave mes-
sage at (970)731-1456.

JOHN DEERE 5045E TRACTOR. $33,000,
2018, 4x4, 520hrs, w/loader attachment.
(928)642-4661.

=aplell
classads@
pagosasun.
com

to submit your
classified.
PagosaSUN.
com

AGE PRICES
All Massages
include

OVERLOOK

HOT SPRNGS
SPA
Downtown Pagosa 264-4040

THINK HAIR

THINK ELIZABETH
970-903-5152

PERSONALS

FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP. 24-hour
domestic violence and sexual assault helpline.
(970) 264-9075.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONCERNED ABOUT ANOTHER'’S DRINK-
ING? Pagosa Springs Al-Anon Family Group,
Tuesdays 6-7p.m., Pagosa Bible Church.
Questions? Call/text (303)815-8569. www.
al-anon.org.

PAGOSA AA: M-W-F 5:30P.M.; Sunday
10a.m, Tuesday and Thursday at noon,
Saturday at 10a.m.. Zoom Sunday 10a.m.,
ID 858 319 763, password 754 234, 315 N.
2nd St., County Road 200 (.2 miles off 160).
Information, call Kathi (970)946-1482, or
Central Office (888)333-9649.

THE PAGOSA SPRINGS AREA TOURISM
BOARD currently has four (4) vacant seats.
We are currently seeking a lodging repre-
sentative, a short term rental representative,
a hospitality / recreation representative and
one at-large member. The application can
be downloaded from: https://drive.google.
com/file/d/1sWUWSwHnaEaloyhryS-9h8S_
n7Lq6B0c/view?usp=sharing. Applications
should be received no later than Wednesday,
January 10th, 2024 at 5pm. Please contact
Jennie Green at (970)903-9728 with any
questions.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alco-
holics Anonymous meets Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 5:30-6:30p.m. at the Restoration
Fellowship Church, 264 Village Drive. Ques-
tions? Contact Richard at (970)903-1456 or
Diamond at (970)264-1073. More resources at
www.aa.org, www.aa-westerncolorado.com,
(970)245-9649, or (888)333-9649 (24 hours).

SERVICES

AFFORDABLE KITCHENS, proudly doing
business in Pagosa Springs since 2000. Cabi-
nets, counter tops and installation. Please call
(970)749-4335. Mike Barr, owner-operator.

ARE YOU IN NEED of Aerial Drone Footage?
Our services include real estate, land surveys,
weddings, action footage, social media &
more!.Licensed and insured. We also give
lessons! Email or call for affordable rates!
epicvalleydrones@gmail.com (407)690-6892.

ASPENGLOW LANDSCAPING/ YARD
MAINTENANCE/ YARD CLEANUP. Mowing,
trimming, raking and tree trimming. Tractor
available for planting and landscaping.
(970)946-2061.

BAZ THE HANDYMAN PAGOSA Springs is
your one stop shop for wide range of home
maintenance and repair solutions. Just call
Baz (480)433-1776.

CHOICE CLEANING, LLC. Commercial,
STRILTR, post construction and move outs.
Licensed and insured. Call (970)507-1399.

CLEANING WITHATTENTION TO DETAILS.
Residential and commercial. Please call Julie
(970)946-8229.

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR HOUSE painting
and staining. Kitchens, bathrooms, decks,
granite countertops and more. Call Josh
Soniat (970)903-5892.

HANDY HELPERS. “We are here to lend a
helping hand,” snow removal, land clearing,
debris haul off, jobsite cleanup, property
maintenance & all your indoor/outdoor home
projects. Give us a call today for a free esti-
mate, (970)403-9159.

HANDYMAN SERVICE. Noah's Ark Enterpris-
es. (970)9015298.

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable
and reliable. (970)946-2061.

METAL ROOF REPAIR, TIGHTENING or
replacing. Chimney cleaning, chimney repair.
Replacement or new chimney installs. Call
(970)731-4585 office, or (970)946-1275.

MINT ROOFING-ROOF SNOW REMOVAL &
ICE DAM MITIGATION Contact Mint Roofing
at (970)426-5255.

PAGOSA SPARKLES, LLC. Group of high
standard cleaners, reliable, trustworthy and
affordable. Window cleaning also available.
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.

PROFESSIONAL SNOW REMOVAL. - Resi-
dential and Commercial. Fully insured. Shovel
and salt upon request. Call now for quote.
(970)946-4450.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE/ HOME CARE
checks, providing snow removal, landscaping,
handyman services. Call Eric (970)946-2061.

(& JD's Cool
. Water Heating

Sales, Service & Repair
Boilers &

Tank-less Water Heaters

27 years in Pagosa Springs * (970) 946-3989

Colorado License PC0001348, Insured

Remodels including Kitchen & Bath
Siding * Decking * Drywall * Painting
No Job Too Small

B
RO
1 ,oB\NE"
Syl 13 Call (970) 749-4252

Licensed & Insured ¢ 20+ Years Experience

Local Real Estate, Business
& Estate Planning Attorney

To schedule your free
consultation, email
alex@buscherlaw.com
970-335-9098
422 Pagosa Street,
Suite 10

www.buscherlaw.com

Contracts, Leases, Wills & Trusts
Formation, Securities & Employment
FSBO, Landlord/Tenant & Property Management

MED, Hemp & FDA Compliance
Copyrights & Trademarks

Excavation ¢ Dirt Work

Asphalt Driveways « Foundations « Ponds « Septic Systems

' \ Skid Steer « Mini Excavator
3 ? Seven-ton Dump Truck
. _ e Y,

Free Estimates
Ser\;ihgl Pagosa Springs, Arboles & Chromo

Call Josh at 970-903-5892

Home Renovation

Maintenance & Security Checks

We can facilitate all your maintenance or remodeling needs - Kitchen, bath, decks & plumbing
Prosect/Renovation Manacement — Architecture, permitting, engineering & interior design

High Meadows Properties, LLC

A Premier Property Management Company Since 2003

Call today (970) 403-2263

=

Fora_more complete list of services and testimonials, go to www.HighMeadowsProperties.com
p g g p _“__“__‘r,.‘
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264-2100

Classifieds

Office Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

264-2100

Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

(Foel the warinth

Wood & Gas
Burning
Fireplaces
& Stoves
Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth
Isokern e FMI

Enviro Pellet
Stoves

Custom installation & finish work

Chase caps
Snow splitters
Pagosa Peak
Custom Fireplaces

1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo

office and showroom:
(970) 264-2006

\WWW.pagosafireplaces.com Y,

Painting

Handyman too!

Experienced « Equipped « Insured
Over 20 years experience

See some of my work at
www.flickr.com/photos/mmmsted

(857) 247-0871

mmmsted@gmail.com

New Construction
Remodeling « Houses

Garages « Barns ¢ Decks
Licensed, insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

Call Rick
(970) 946-1737

S

‘c

"FIREWOOD )

Snow Removal

IRE & ICE)

\Call Dan + (970) 582 0006/

PAGOSA

SPRINGS STORAGE ,

3 WINTER 3
STORAGE SPECIALS

Protect your property with our

20" New Storage Containers
available to rent or buy

Call today!

970-731-0007

PagosaSpringsStorage.com

"The Water A

Runner &
Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery
Cistern Deep Cleaning

Youcally (970) 731-5022

we haul!
\ Since 1999 Chadd Carnley, owner 4

REMODELING

NEW ADDITIONS
COMMERCIAL

ABV\D

¥ (970) 731-9700

PLUMBING

Semi-retired plumber

30+ years experience

15+ years in Pagosa
Reasonable rates * Local references

Michael - 480-685-6191
| return all calls!

-'@aqﬁm

SPARKIES

u':'uuf AR, i

Detail Oriented, Trustworthy & Reliable Cleaners
For All Your Housekeeping & Window Cleaning Needs

Find us on Google & Facebook

Text/call Kim (970) 946-6446

RESIDENTIAL SNOW REMOVAL. Drive-
ways, walkways, patios/porches, roof raking,
berm removal. Call Clarks’ Custom Landscap-
ing (505)709-8579 or email clarkscustomland-
scape@gmail.com. Licensed and insured.

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual.
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted.

(BIU«sprinté

Have your plans drawn now.
Don’t wait!
Be ready to start your house,
barn, garage or deck on time.

Call Rick
946-1737 y

Master Craftsman
Handyman Services
Remodeling Specialist
Kitchens « Baths

Decks « Basements

Interior Trim e Painting

Exterior Siding Installation
Concrete Work « and more

Large & Small Repair Work *
STEVE s
970) 946-3356 R
(970) & _

CUSTOM

HOMES
ASW\D

= (970) 731-9700
Stone & Tile Works

Over 25 years of expertise in
stone and tile installation.

Leaky shower?
We fix that too!

Visit tilestoneworks.com
or call 720-360-9491

SENIOR COMPANION/CARE-ASSIST Ser-
vices in Pagosa Springs. Services include a
wide range of tasks. Call for questions and
pricing at (970)325-3585.

SERENITY SALT CAVE AND SPA. Gift
certificates, gift baskets, massage therapy,
Biomat, sound healing, aromatherapy oxygen
lounge, Halotherapy, retail therapy, salt scrub,
bath salts, mushroom-based coffees and teas,
tinctures, handcrafted soaps and creams, and
more. www.serenitysaltcavespa.com, River
Center plaza, (970)812-8670. We look forward
to meeting you!

SKID STEER EXCAVATOR, DUMP trailer for
hire. Driveways, foundations, gravel, septic
systems, etc. Call Josh Soniat (970)903-5892.

SNOW REMOVAL, HANDYMAN and small
engine repair. Call or text for references and
pricing. Geoffrey, (970)585-4586.

SNOW REMOVAL. Snowblowing, roof raking,
and shoveling. $75 an hour. Call (970)264-
4324, (970)903-2297, or (970)946-4826.
Leave message.

TANKLESS/ON DEMAND WATER HEAT-
ERS. Largest inventory in the area, including
replacement parts. Same day Installation
and service in most cases. We are the only
company that extends the parts & labor
warranty from 1 year to 5 years. VAIL HOME
SERVICES, (760)835-1041.

TREE REMOVAL. Licensed and insured up
to $2 million. Free estimates. No obligations.
Call OR text (970)903-8068.

WELDER- 20 YEARS PIPE and structural
certified, guaranteed work, custom fabrication,
handrails, gates, repairs, fully equipped mobile
welding rig ready to bring the shop to you. Call
Sean (970)946-0385.

HEALTH

RELIEF OF CHRONIC PAIN. Healing ses-
sions in the hot springs! Craniosacral- brain
health and nervous system support. 23 years
experience. Qigong- instruction, private and
group classes. Serving Pagosa over 27 years.
Dr. Dean Sanna and Amanda. (970)844-0645
or (970)903-5309.

HELP WANTED

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR autobody
tech. Apply in person at Precision Autobody
& Collision.

BANK OF COLORADO is seeking to hire a
Teller/New Accounts. Performs regular teller
duties, answering phones to assist customers
with balances and transfers, and various ac-
count maintenance. Bank of Colorado offers
PTO, health vision and dental insurance, and
a 401K plan. Must be willing to work rotating
Saturdays and have a flexible schedule to
either open or close. To apply visit www.
bankofcolorado.com/careers.

GENERAL LABORER NEEDED - Asst.
duties. Please send job history or resume to
frontdesk@pagosalandcompany.com,

phone (970)264-5000.

HIRING EXPERIENCED EQUIPMENT OP-
ERATOR. Flexible work schedule. Pay DOE.
Call (970)946-3966.

IMMEDIATE OPENING FOR CDL DRIVER
Experience in forestry equipment helpful.
Must pass drug test. Local driving only. Please
send your resume to frontdesk@pagosaland-
company.com.

LEE RILEY is looking for a part time real
estate assistant with strong text skills, social
media and contracts. Call (970)946-3856, or
email leeriley@isellpagosa.com.

LOOKING FOR CARPENTERS and laborers.
Call Rick, (970)946-1737.

MOUNTAIN MAMA MASSAGE is looking
for a caring massage therapist ready to
share your healing gifts! Fun, relaxed work
environment where you are honored and
appreciated. TOP PAY: $50/hour plus tips.
Email: racheldevioo@gmail.com

MOUNTAIN SPIRITS IS SEEKING custom-
er service associates. Must be available
nights and weekends. We offer $16 p/h to
start, accrued vacation/personal time, per-
formance-based bonuses twice a year, and
employee discounts. Please apply in person.

NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a
full-time cashier nights and weekends. Com-
petitive wages. Please apply in person at 30
N. Pagosa Bivd.

NOW HIRING — “SALES ASSOCIATE.”
LanternDancer.com, Apply online or in person.
(970)264-6446.

OWNERS, THERE IS ALONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest
commission and highest customer service.
All you have to do is wait for your rent check
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.

PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time
cashier. Please come and apply in person at
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.

PAGOSA THERAPEUTICS AND THE
GREEN HOUSE are looking for friendly and
enthusiastic people who are eager to share
their knowledge and help customers navigate
the wide world of cannabis. Must be 21 years
of age. A Marijuana Enforcement Division
badge is required to start work. Come join
a growing company with opportunities for
advancement and involvement in outreach
events. Please email your resume to employ-
ment@jandjinc.net.

PART TIME RECEPTIONIST for 2024 tax
season at H&R Block, Pagosa Springs. Morn-
ings 9-1 Monday - Friday, some Saturdays.
Contact Lisa (970)946-8543.
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Classifieds
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264-2100
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY PETS COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

CONTRACTOR SALES

Ponderosa Lumber is seeking
a customer service oriented
individual to assist contractors
with purchasing building
materials. Knowledge of
building materials is necessary.
Responsibilities include:

« Providing excellent customer

service

« Completing required paperwork

« Providing product information

« Data Entry

Please apply in person at

Ponderosa Lumber
2435 Eagle Drive or call (970) 731-4111

PHYSICAL THERAPY TECH. Rocky Moun-
tain Physical Therapy has an opening for a full
time Physical Therapy Tech. We are looking
for a dependable, energetic multitasker who
will enjoy helping people recover from sur-
geries, injuries, accidents and other health
issues to join our team. No prior experience
necessary. We offer competitive pay, $16-18
per hour, and benefits including paid holidays,
paid sick leave, 401k plan, and a profit sharing
program. Please submit resume to RMPT, 35
Mary Fisher Circle or email to rockymoun-
tainpt@yahoo.com

PONDEROSA LUMBER IS SEEKING a
person for a yard associate/ driver position.
Lumber experience and/or CDL license is a
plus, but not necessary. Duties may include
delivering loads to job sites, as well as helping
customers in the yard, loading/ unloading
trucks and providing inventory support. We
offer competitive wages based on experience
and a benefit package that includes Holiday
Pay, Paid Time Off, 401(k) and Medical/
Dental insurance for full-time employees.
Please apply in person at 2435 Eagle Drive
in Pagosa Springs.

ROOF LABORER NEEDED with some con-
struction experience. Will train. $20-$25/ hour
to start. (970)749-0830.

SEEKING PART-TIME HELP. For landscap-
ing/ snow removal. Must have valid drivers
license and transportation. Contact Eric.
(970)946-2061.

SMALL MOTEL AND RV PARK hiring
part-time maintenance person. 20 hours per
week. Pool and spa knowledge helpful but not
required. Pay depending on experience. Call
(970)731-5345 for more information.

SUBWAY IS HIRING. Enjoy working in a
fun environment with a great team? Earn a
strong hourly wage with tips while serving our
wonderful community. Apply online at subway.
com, or in person.

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE.
$1,000 Sign-On Bonus. The Pagosa Springs
SUN is recruiting for a dynamic, versatile
customer service representative. This position
is required to work at our office at 457 Lewis
Street, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147. Hours
8:00am to 4:30pm. Job Responsibilities: « Ac-
count Management: Support the Advertising
Dept with account management activity that's
associated with customers running ads in the
SUN, PREVIEW, special publications and on
our digital platforms. » Administrative: Handle
postal paperwork, insertion order processing
and payment processing for advertising and
subscriptions. * Service: Provide personable,
friendly customer service answering phones
and interacting in person with customers that
visit the office. + Communication: Serve as
a point of contact for internal and external
communications. Answer phones, respond to
emails and direct inquiries to the appropriate
team members. ¢ Project assistance: Assist
with special projects and initiatives as need-
ed. Requirements: « 3-5 years of experience
working in an office. ¢ Excellent attention to
detail and accuracy in data entry. « Strong
organizational and time management skills
to meet payroll deadlines. * Excellent com-
munication skills on the phone and through
all communication channels. « High level of
proficiency in MS Excel and other Microsoft
Office applications. « Compensation Range/
Benefits + $17-$20/hour depending on expe-
rience level. « Eligible for medical, dental and
vision benefits on the 1st of the month after 30
days of employment. « Eligible to enroll in the
company’s 401 (k) retirement savings on the
1st of the month after 90 days. The company
matches 50% of your contribution up to 2.5%
of total compensation. 16 days of PTO plus
4-5 paid holidays. * Opportunity for advance-
ment and career growth within the company.
About the Company: O’'Rourke Media Group
is a fast-growing company that owns and
operates hyper-local, community newspapers,
websites, niche publications and a full-service
digital agency. We are family-owned and
mission-driven to save newspapers and local
media companies by investing in the people,
resources and technology needed to thrive
for many years to come. We believe that
every community can benefit from a well-run,
properly resourced, local newspaper and
website. Our News teams produce hyper-lo-
cal, high interest local news and accurate
and trustworthy reporting. Our Sales and
Digital Fulfillment teams bring omnichannel
advertising solutions to local businesses in
the communities we serve. O'Rourke Media
Group now operates in eight states and 28
markets with 41 publications and hyper-local
websites. We started from ground zero in
December 2018, totally bootstrapped, con-
fident and with an entrepreneurial mindset.
Send along your email or letter of interest
directly to CEO Jim O’'Rourke at jorourke@
orourkemediagroup.com

PRIME LOCATION NEAR NAVAJO State
Park. Gas station, liquor store, convenience
store, restaurant, motel, post office. $1.7
million. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

FOR SALE

4 SET TIRES COOPER DISCOVERER
275/60R20 AT3 Good tread $480 970-946-
0305 leave a message.

4 SET TIRES PATHFINDER 265/70R16 112T
AT Good Tread $320 970-946-0305 leave a
message.

DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $240 a cord.
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfield.
Gabe (970)403-2784.

DRY, SEASONED DOUGLAS FIR for sale,
$300 per cord delivered. Ryan Whitlow
(970)585-4578.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. $300 split and
delivered, per cord. $250 picked up, per cord.
(970)507-0369. Hattie.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine and aspen. Cut
about 16” long, split. Delivered by longbed
truckload (about 1 cord). Call (970)946-4450.

FOR SALE. Gehl 362 mini excavator 2000.
Thumb, Peter, side 5 cab tilt. 24" bucket.
Recent rebuilt hydraulics. Too much to list.
$13,500.(970)507-0240.

HEAVY DUTY cab-over truck rack with remov-
able crossbars for taller loads; for 8'bed. $375
970-946-0305 leave a message.

NEED FIREWOOD? Pine/Aspen mix $350 a
cord, or get a HUGE dump truck load for $600!
GUARANTEED full cords. Contact Dan with
FIRE&ICE at (970)582-0006.

NEW 20’ CONTAINERS FOR SALE or rent.
We deliver to homes or businesses. Pagosa
Springs Storage (970)731-0007.

OUTDOOR VEHICLE STORAGE SPACES
available. 16°, 20’, 25, plus indoor 12'x20’.
Winter specials starting at $60. Pagosa
Springs Storage. Gated with security cameras.
(970)749-1500.

PONDEROSA PINE FIREWOOD. Nice and
dry, has been tarped all winter. $250 per cord.
(970)317-3120.

QUALITY HORSE HAY Grass and grass
alfalfa mix. Barn stored. $10 a bale. Call
(970)884-2635.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded,
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

TORO SNOWBLOWER. 21", great condi-
tion. For pavement only. $275, cash only.
(970)618-7385.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

MULTI USE 6,800 SQUARE BUILDING with
business in prime location with high produc-
ing business .60 acre. lot $2,350,000. Give
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call
(970)903-2817.

GARAGE SALES

BE SURE TO CHECK for more yard sales in
the Too Late To Classify section.

PAGOSASUN.COM

ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop
by or call (970)731-4771. You'll be amazed
at what we have to offer. www.humaneso-
ciety.biz.

AKC REGISTERED GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPPY. Male. Parents genetic and OFA
cleared. Ready week before Christmas.
$1,000. Correct number: (720)519-8830.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering
“Aspen Plaza ProSuites” These are Profes-
sional Office Suites available for Long Term
or Short Term rental from 100 SF to 205 SF,
priced from $264-$669/ month. We also offer
Hourly, Daily, or other Membership options for
even more flexibility. Also, Large Conference/
Event Room Available. Call (970)889-2022 for
more information.

DOGGY DAY CARE 81147.COM. Open 365
days of the year! Full day and half day doggy
day care and overnight boarding. Convenient-
ly located just 1 mile from downtown Pagosa.
Call (970)264-9111.

FOR POOCH SAKES GROOMING. Appoint-
ments available with Kelly (303)819-2015. Mo-
bile appointments with Barb (970)903-1290.

LOVING DOG CARE BY LESLIE N.. Find me
on Rover.com using zip code 81147. Boarding,
day care, drop ins, house sitting. References
and reviews online at Rover.com.

PUPPIES FOR SALE. AKC French Bulldog
Puppies, ready December 24, full DNA,
chipped, wormed, shots, started on crate
and potty training. Solid, Brindle and Merle.
$3,500. (719)640-6404. www.DuneView-
Frenchies.com.

RESCUED MALE HEELER PUPPY. Needs
family for Christmas. 10 weeks old. Red and
white. (720)519-8830.

WANTED

VINTAGE LICENSE PLATES WANTED, cash
paid, higher price for older/rarer plates. Call/
text Colin: (970)367-7594.

CARS FOR SALE

2011 HONDA ELEMENT. 191,877 miles,
$1,300, OBO, as is, body good. Contact
Eddie, 141 S. 10th St, (970)264-5760.

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango.
(970)385-7940.

TWO VEHICLES FOR SALE. 1st is a 1969
classic F250 Custom Camper Special with
custom engine rebuild. 58k original miles for
$8900 OBO. 2nd is a 2001 Buick LeSabre,
123,000 miles. Runs well. Could use some
work. $2200 OBO. Call for details. (310)245-
0555.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

2 PRIVATE OFFICE SPACES. Uptown at
543 Park Ave. 10x12, $150, and 20x20 with
sink, $385. Both recently remodeled and price
includes utilities. (970)300-9444, or info@
pagosaselfstorage.com.

4 OFFICE SPACES. Freshly remodeled,
$400-$525. Well suited for spa services,
140-270 sq. ft. Beautiful spacious restrooms.
(970)946-3232.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE JANUARY 1
Downtown Pagosa in the Metropolitan Hotel.
250 square feet. $415 per month. Year lease.
Call Jacque (970)946-7636.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering
Lewis St. Office Suites available from 238
SF to 755 SF, and priced from $400 - $700/
mo. Excellent for a studio or professional
office space. Call (970)889-2022 for more
information.

HOMES FOR RENT

1 LOFT BEDROOM 2 BATH condo for rent.
$1450 plus utilities, long term. No garage
partially furnished on Davis Cup. Must provide
copy of credit report and GOOD credit. Call
(970)946-0930.

2 BEDROOM, 2.25 BATH condo on Lake
Pagosa $1800/month. TP-1 Team Pagosa
(970)731-8599, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

3 BEDROOM, 2.25 BATH, 2-car garage,
3,348 sq. ft. beautiful home on remote 35
acres. $4,500/ month. TP-2 Team Pagosa
(970)731-8599, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

BEAUTIFUL 4 BEDROOM, 3.5 BATH 2 car
garage on 3 lovely and private acres. This is
a must see property. Available now. $4,750/
month. TP-3 Call Team Pagosa (970)731-
8599, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

COMFY 1 BEDROOM, one bath beautifully
remodeled and furnished condo on golf
course. Water, sewer, trash and snow removal
included. 1 year lease preferred. $1700
per month. No smoking. No pets. Available
01/01/24. (970)903-7088.

CUTE 2 BEDROOM, one bath condo, Pagosa
Lakes area. $1675 per month, long-term
rental. Available immediately. Semi-furnished.
Call Tosh, (801)842-5150.

FOR RENT. 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom, with
washer and dryer for rent in prime downtown
location. Open floor plan. $1600, per month
excluding utilities. 1 year lease. Please contact
(970)749-9442.

FURNISHED 2 BEDROOM with loft, 2 bath
condo across from Lake Pagosa. Pet allowed.
Available around January 1, 2024. $2195 per
month. TP-6. Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599,
pagosaspringsrealty.com.

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, 46 Eaton Drive,
Suite #1, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

LOVELY UNFURNISHED 2 BEDROOM, 2.5
bath, 2 car garage townhome on golf course in
uptown Pagosa. All appliances including gas
fireplace. $2150 per month. TP-5. Call Team
Pagosa, (970)731-8599, pagosaspringsrealty.
com.

SADDLE MOUNTAIN TOWNHOMES. 3
bedroom, 2-1/2 baths. Open floor plan with
gas fireplace, oversize 2-car garage. Close
to the bike path, uptown City Market and rec
center. $2,550/month includes: water/sewer,
lawn maintenance, snow removal. Call/text
(512)626-8499.
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264-2100

Classifieds

Office Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

264-2100

Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE

HOMES FOR RENT

STUDIO APARTMENT. Furnished or unfur-
nished. 8.5 miles north. Pets considered,
fenced yard. $1200 per month, first month
and security. Call (970)731-2010, please
leave message.

SWEET FURNISHED 2 bedroom, 2 bath,
1-car garage across from Lake Pagosa.
Available 1/1/24. One small dog allowed. TP-
7. $2,400 per month. Some utilities included.
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, pagosasprings-
realty.com.

TWO BEDROOM CABIN. All appliances,
washer and dryer, 8.5 miles out of town. Pets
considered. Fenced yard, wood stove. $1400
per month. Call (970)731-2010, please leave
a message.

UNFURNISHED 3 BED 2 BATH, 1 car garage,
duplexes. Newly remodeled and updated.
All appliances including gas fireplaces. Pets
allowed. $2000 per month. TP-4 Call Team
Pagosa (970)731-8599, pagsaspringsrealty.
com.

VACATION RENTALS

OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission
and highest customer service. All you have to
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals
(970)507-1192.

COMMERCIAL

10 BEAUTIFUL COMMERCIAL ACRES.
50x167 metal building with concrete floor, 3
phase electric, well and more. $650,000. Give
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties LLC a
call (970)903-2817.

COMMERCIAL

LIVE/WORK ON THIS 1.11 acre just off
Hwy. 160. $300,000. Give Deb Archuleta at
Archuleta Properties LLC a call (970)903-2817

MULTI USE 6,800 SQUARE FOOT building in
prime location on .60 of an acre. $1,375,000.
Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties
LLC a call (970)903-2817.

HOMES FOR SALE
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Serving Sellers & Buyers
970-946-6856

christie@jimsmithrealty.com
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3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, 1 ACRE with great
cell service, country views and 10 minutes
from town. $235,000. Give Deb Archuleta
at Archuleta Properties LLC a call (970)903-
2817.

64 ACRES, 3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOME,
3 garages and shed, 46 shares of irrigation
water, 3-3 phase electric outlets and beautiful
views, too many extras to name them all.
$995,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817

HUGE PRICE REDUCTION. Log home on
the banks of Stollsteimer Creek. 3 bedroom,
2 bath log home, 2-car garage, 2 acres with
lots of extras. $675,000. Give Deb Archuleta
at Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

PAGOSASUN.COM

HOMES FOR SALE LAND/ BUILDING SITES g OPEN HOUSES

LAND/ BUILDING SITES

1.2 ACRES CLOSE to Navajo Lake. Utilities
available. $75,000. Give Deb Archuleta at
Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

1.2 ACRES, MOUNTAIN VIEWS, electricity
near, No HOA, close to town. $35,000. Give
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call
(970)903-2817.

MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588
blancoretreat@gmail.com.

ONE ACRE LOT, all ready for your new home
with newly installed all utilities, four bedroom
permitted septic system, power and insulated
pump house. $165,000. Give Deb Archuleta
at Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

35.81 ACRES WITH AWESOME VIEWS of
Banded Peaks at the end of cul-de-sac with
national forest access. Also comes with a
full set of house plans. $300,000. Give Deb
Archuleta at Archuleta Properties LLC a call
(970)903-2817.

5 BEAUTIFUL ACRES. Centrally located, all
utilities near. $250,000. Give Deb Archuleta
at Archuleta Properties LLC a call (970)903-
2817.

DOWNTOWN LOT, GREAT VIEWS for your
dream home. $190,000. Give Deb Archuleta
at Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

DOWNTOWN, FLAT, BUILDABLE .52 acre
lot, views, close to river, all utilities available.
$500,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

18

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination.”

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.

RIVER FRONT PROPERTY, 1.45 acres,
electricity across the street. $289,900. Give
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties LLC a
call (970)903-2817.

PAGOSASUN.COM

Emaiil
classads@
pagosasun.
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classified.
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Photo courtesy Barry Knott

This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the red crossbill.

Within its range in North America, fluctuations in presence, abundance
and even nesting time of the red crossbill is linked with food availability.
It is one of the nomadic finches of coniferous woodlands. Along with
evening grosbeaks, pine siskins, pinyon jays and nutcrackers, the red
crossbill is tied to the unpredictable nature of cone production by co-
nifers.

Red crossbills live in mature forests, especially those with spruce,
pine, fir, hemlock or larch. Both logging of older trees which produce
seeds more reliably and destructive forest fires reduce the food supply
and abundance of these birds.

Only the males of this medium-sized finch are red, with females col-
ored yellowish and immatures streaked brown. All display darker wings
and the criss-crossed bills for which they are named. Ten different call
types or ecomorphs are recognized whose calls and tree preference
differ enough to usually prevent interbreeding.

In these birds, bill structure is an amazing example of adaptation to
a food source, with different bill sizes corresponding to different cones.
The red crossbill places the curved tips of its slightly open bill under the
scale of a cone and bites down. This forces the scale up and exposes
the seed, which is then extracted by the bird’s long tongue and hulled
before it is swallowed. One bird can consume 3,000 seeds per day.

Red crossbills are not born with crossed bills. As the immature bird
develops and starts feeding on its own, it twists its beak in one direction
or another over and over until the growing tips become crossed. There
is an equal chance of the tips crossing left to right or right to left, which
in turn determines which seeds the bird can extract from a closed cone.

These birds exist in social flocks year-round, calling to each other
with their secret language. Calls may communicate among the flock the
quality of feeding conditions in a tree and keep it together when moving
from place to place. When feeding at a good seed source, the flock may

be quiet, with the only evidence of its presence the sight of seed wings I I l a l I k O l I
floating to the ground from high up in a tree.

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and

www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/, fo 1‘ S up p O rtin g O ur

Your mental health matters

Colorado Crisis Hotline adve I‘ti S e I S !

1-844-493-8255 or text “TALK” to 38255






