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PAWSD talks security 
concerns, changes 
access to offices
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At its Dec. 14, 2023, meeting, the 
Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation 
District (PAWSD) Board of Directors 
discussed the need for increased 
security at PAWSD offices and plants 
given growing safety concerns.

Following a discussion of in-
creased threats and antagonism by 
customers, District Engineer/Man-
ager Justin Ramsey explained that 
PAWSD is planning to hire a security 
company to help improve security 
at PAWSD facilities due to concerns 
about threats from customers and the 
potential for thefts or intentional wa-

ter contamination at PAWSD plants.
He added that, due to recent inci-

dents with customers, staff feel 
“threatened.”

In an interview with The SUN, 
Ramsey elaborated on the nature 
of the incidents, stating that they 
involved customers harassing and 
expressing anger toward staff, a theft 
at one of PAWSD’s water plants and 
some incidents where customers 
made physical threats to staff.

At the meeting, Ramsey indicated 
that finalizing the security improve-
ments may take time and proposed 
that, in the meantime, PAWSD return 
to its method of operations during the 

Commissioners issue 
written warning to 
county manager
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At a Dec. 12, 2023, special meet-
ing, the Archuleta County Board of 
County Commissioners (BoCC) de-
livered a written warning to County 
Manager Derek Woodman for his role 
in directing staff to post openings for 
two cleaning staff positions not ap-
proved or authorized by the BoCC.

Commissioner Ronnie Maez 
opened the meeting by indicating 
that it was being called pursuant to 
Colorado Revised Statute (CRS) 24-
6-402(2)(f) for the “purpose of super-
vision of county employees, specifi-
cally the county manager” and was 
therefore exempt from the noticing 
requirements of CRS 24-6-402(2)(c), 
which requires, among other things, 
that a meeting be noticed at a board’s 
designated posting location at least 
24 hours before it occurs.

The special meeting occurred 

shortly after the BoCC’s work session 
that morning and was not noticed 
prior to occurring.

In an interview, Maez stated that 
he called the meeting in the manner 
he did on the advice of County At-
torney Todd Weaver.

At the meeting, Maez explained 
that he called it to present a writ-
ten warning to Woodman that he 
prepared concerning Woodman’s 
actions in posting the two cleaning 
positions earlier in December with-
out BoCC approval.

He stated that he previously gave 
Woodman a verbal warning concern-
ing his role in signing a contract with 
Rippling for county human resources 
and finance software without ap-
proval from Weaver.

Maez added that, upon reviewing 
the contract, Weaver determined that 
it contained terms that the county 
could not legally agree to.
n See Warning A8

Charter school director 
announces upcoming resignation
By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

At the Dec. 13, 2023, meeting of 
the Pagosa Peak Open School (PPOS) 
Board of Directors, PPOS School 
Director Angela Reali-Crossland an-
nounced she will not be renewing her 
contract at the end of its current term.

“I’m looking at different directions 
and ways to impact education,” she 
told the board.

Reali-Crossland told the board she 
has enjoyed her time at PPOS and 
wants to give the board enough time 
to look at adjustments, advertise and 
have enough time to fill the director 
position.

Board member Bill  Hudson 
thanked Reali-Crossland for letting 
the board have that time, which board 
president Lawrence Rugar echoed.

“We don’t want to hear it,” one 
board member said, while board 
member Pamela Mead suggested 
PPOS has been on “borrowed time” 
since Reali-Crossland said three to 
five years when she was hired.

“I love my job, don’t get me wrong,” 
Reali-Crossland said, adding that it’s 
also been taxing and time consuming 
and there are other areas where she 
can use her strengths.

“Working for Pagosa Peak Open 
School for the past four and a half 

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
2023 drew to a close with a signature staple, with alpenglow turning the mountains around Pagosa Springs pink during sunset.

Archuleta County public health, 
water quality departments open

SUN photo/Josh Pike
Archuleta County Public Health Department (ACPHD) staff stand by the recently installed sign at the department’s offices at 502 S. 8th 
St. The ACPHD opened for business on Jan. 2, following the dissolution of San Juan Basin Public Health in 2023.

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Archuleta County Public Health Depart-
ment (ACPHD) opened its doors on Jan. 2, fol-
lowing the dissolution of San Juan Basin Public 
Health (SJBPH) at the end of 2023.

The Archuleta County Water Quality Depart-
ment is also slated to open its doors this week, 
on Friday, Jan. 5.

ACPHD Executive Director Ashley Wilson 
explained in an interview that the ACPHD will 
be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday at 502 S. 8th St., the same location as 

SJBPH’s former Pagosa Springs offices.
She noted that these hours are expanded 

from those of SJBPH and that the department 
will be open during the lunch hour, which 
SJBPH was not.

In a communication to The SUN, Wilson 
outlines the services that ACPHD provides, 
beginning by stating that appointments for 
ACPHD services can be obtained by calling 
(970) 264-2409 or by visiting the ACPHD offices.

She stated that the department will offer the 
following services:

• Birth and death certificate processing is 
available with the potential for same-day print-

ing. The required documents should be brought 
to the ACPHD offices before 1 p.m. for same-day 
printing. Printing for documents brought after 1 
p.m. will occur by the next business day.

• Food safety plan reviews, permits and 
inspections will be performed by Angelica 
Leslie. The fees and processes for such reviews 
largely match those charged by SJBPH, accord-
ing to Wilson.

• Health insurance and care coordination 
assistance will be provided by Karen Evans, who 
previously provided these services for SJBPH. 
Appointments for these services are encour-
n See Open A8
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Legacies
By Shari Pierce

2023

Pagosa Springs News. Global Reach.

The Pagosa Springs SUN is the the trusted, reliable 
source for news and information about Pagosa 
Country.  
 
The Pagosa Springs SUN Online supplements our 
print edition to extend local news to readers of 
online newspapers.

Along with the local content you have come to 
expect in our print edition, our online edition allows 
us to post new and breaking news, expanded  
coverage of selected stories and continual updates. 

Readers of our online edition also enjoy our live 
Web cams.

There is extensive visitor information that includes 
links to important community Web sites such as the 
chamber of commerce, town and county.

Online
Advertising
Premium Pages and Classified Page
Front Page, Pagosa Life, etc.
Tower – $300 one week, $825 four weeks*
Block – $75 one week, $207 four weeks
Small Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Rectangle – $30 one week, $83 four weeks

Preferred Pages
Sports, Business, Focus, etc.
Block – $55 one week, $152 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $25 one week, $69 four weeks

Standard Pages
Calendar, Library, Town Recreation, etc.
Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $20 one week, $55 four weeks

Directory Page
A listing on our directory page is an additional $5 
per week for online advertisers.  Directory listings 
are also available for $10 a week without purchase 
of an online ad.  If the listing changes, there will be 
an additional $10 fee.  Links are not available.

Hotlink
For advertisers on PagosaSUN.com, one hotlink 
may be embedded in their ad for a charge of $5 
per week.

Mechanical 
All ads are 200 pixels wide.
Towers are 500 pixels tall.
Block Ads are 200 pixels tall.
Small Block Ads are 100 pixels tall.
Rectangle Ads are 50 pixels tall.
All ads are produced at 72 dpi.
We accept .gif and .jpeg files for ads.

*Tower ads — one ad per Premium Page; first come, first 
served; price includes Directory Listing and Hotlink.

PagosaSUN.com reserves the right to place  “Advertise-
ment” above the ads on the Web site. All four week 
package ads must remain the same for the entire run. 
Ads post on Friday and run through Thursday of the 
following week.

(970) 264-2100 • 466 Pagosa Street • PO Box 9, Pagosa Springs CO 81147 • www.PagosaSUN.com

Pagosa Springs News. Global Reach.

The Pagosa Springs SUN is the the trusted, reliable 
source for news and information about Pagosa 
Country.  
 
The Pagosa Springs SUN Online supplements our 
print edition to extend local news to readers of 
online newspapers.

Along with the local content you have come to 
expect in our print edition, our online edition allows 
us to post new and breaking news, expanded  
coverage of selected stories and continual updates. 

Readers of our online edition also enjoy our live 
Web cams.

There is extensive visitor information that includes 
links to important community Web sites such as the 
chamber of commerce, town and county.

Online
Advertising
Premium Pages and Classified Page
Front Page, Pagosa Life, etc.
Tower – $300 one week, $825 four weeks*
Block – $75 one week, $207 four weeks
Small Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Rectangle – $30 one week, $83 four weeks

Preferred Pages
Sports, Business, Focus, etc.
Block – $55 one week, $152 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $25 one week, $69 four weeks

Standard Pages
Calendar, Library, Town Recreation, etc.
Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $20 one week, $55 four weeks

Directory Page
A listing on our directory page is an additional $5 
per week for online advertisers.  Directory listings 
are also available for $10 a week without purchase 
of an online ad.  If the listing changes, there will be 
an additional $10 fee.  Links are not available.

Hotlink
For advertisers on PagosaSUN.com, one hotlink 
may be embedded in their ad for a charge of $5 
per week.

Mechanical 
All ads are 200 pixels wide.
Towers are 500 pixels tall.
Block Ads are 200 pixels tall.
Small Block Ads are 100 pixels tall.
Rectangle Ads are 50 pixels tall.
All ads are produced at 72 dpi.
We accept .gif and .jpeg files for ads.

*Tower ads — one ad per Premium Page; first come, first 
served; price includes Directory Listing and Hotlink.

PagosaSUN.com reserves the right to place  “Advertise-
ment” above the ads on the Web site. All four week 
package ads must remain the same for the entire run. 
Ads post on Friday and run through Thursday of the 
following week.

(970) 264-2100 • 466 Pagosa Street • PO Box 9, Pagosa Springs CO 81147 • www.PagosaSUN.com

100 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

January 4, 2024
As librarian of the Pagosa Public Li-

brary I will give you a short outline of how 
our library was started and by whom it is 
kept up. The Women’s Civic Improvement 
Club conceived the idea of giving a dinner 
and charging one book for each serving and 
in this way obtained about 250 books to start 
Pagosa’s library. Mr. Ed. Colton donated the 
use of a quaint little log house (one of the 
oldest in Pagosa) for the library. Shelves 
were built and curtains put up, a nice rug 
on the floor, a desk and comfortable seats 
and the library was formally opened on 
November 22, 1922. Since then books have 
been bought and donated until I am proud 
to say that on our first anniversary it had 
grown from about 400 volumes to over 2000.

To date there are 360 cards in use and 
about 100 books are let out each library 
day. When you take into consideration 
that there are only 1,300 people in Pagosa 
and near vicinity, that is quite a record. At 
least we feel quite proud of all that has been 
accomplished and we are planning great 
things in the future.

Rhoda Parcell, Librarian.

75 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

January 7, 1949
Lumbering was the original reason for 

the branch of the narrow gauge railroad 
and is still one of the main industries of the 
county. The railway has been abandoned 
since 1936 but the lumber industry con-
tinues to grow.

The town of Pagosa Springs, which is laid 
out on the site of the original Fort Lewis, is 
at a healthful, invigorating 7,099 altitude 
and is a mecca for summer vacationists. 
It was one of the few tourist spots in the 
state that showed a substantial increase in 
its tourist business in the past season. Not 
only does it enjoy a big tourist trade during 
the summer, but the proximity of the Wolf 
Creek ski tow also brings hordes of winter 
enthusiasts from all of the San Juan basin 
to enjoy the excellent skiing facilities.

Perhaps nowhere in the county is there 
more opportunity for new businesses in a 
locality where they may be sure of growing 
along with the rest of the community. 

50 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

January 3, 1974
A big winter storm moved into this area 

late Monday night and it has been snowing 
steadily since that time. Early Wednesday 
morning approximately 16 inches of new 
snow had fallen during the storm. 

County road crews, state highway crews 
and town workers were keeping main travel 
routes open. The state highways are snow 
packed, but in good condition. Snowplow 
crews have been working 24 hours per day 
and do have most roads in very good shape.

However, the storm is continuing and 
more snow seems to be in prospect. Pre-
cipitation the past seven days totaled .85 
inches of moisture in 22 inches of snowfall. 
More snow fell Tuesday night and by late 
Wednesday the total snowfall was estimated 
at 30 inches for this week.

Some below zero nights — three of them — 
made this a real winter-type week. Minimum 
temperature for the week was 12 below zero 
early Monday morning. It was eight below the 
mornings of December 26 and 27. Maximum 
temperature for the week was 36 degrees. 

25 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

January 7, 1999
After approving a $10,000 donation to a 

local group working to design and construct 
a new community center in Pagosa Springs, 
the town trustees set guidelines Tuesday for a 
process to consider extension of a local cable 
television franchise.

Asking the trustees to consider the dona-
tion, Mayor Ross Aragon said the community 
center project was undertaken by residents 
“of the entire community.” He then updated 
the board on fund raising efforts by the 
Pagosa Springs Community Facilities Coali-
tion as that group attempts to procure local 
monies prior to efforts to secure foundation 
and grant funds. 

“Five months ago,” said Aragon, “the 
coalition didn’t have the price of a postage 
stamp. Today the group, with pledges, has 
$30,000.”

In 1997, the town spent $305,832 to pur-
chase the 2.5 acre Hot Springs Boulevard site 
for the facility.

In 1998, Pagosa Springs spent approxi-
mately $83,000 in support of the community 
center project, using the money as matching 
funds in a grant-supported acquisition of 
wetlands between the proposed building 
site and the San Juan River, deed restrict-
ing the land to prohibit development in the 
park-like setting.

Archuleta County Commissioners

Pagosa Springs Town Council
Pagosa Springs Mayor Shari Pierce spierce@pagosasprings.co.gov

Ron Maez, Chair 
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Warren Brown 
warren.brown@archuletacounty.org	•	(970)	264-8300

Veronica Medina 
veronica.medina@archuletacounty.org	•	(970)	264-8305	

Matt DeGuise
mdeguise@pagosasprings.co.gov

Madeline Bergon
mbergon@pagosasprings.co.gov 

Mat deGraaf
mdegraaf@pagosasprings.co.gov

Brooks Lindner
blindner@pagosasprings.co.gov 

Leonard Martinez
lmartinez@pagosasprings.co.gov

Gary Williams
gwilliams@pagosasprings.co.gov

Looking Back

our View

The following 
weather

information 
is brought to you as a 

public service by

Date  High  Low    Precipitation
   Depth  Type   Moisture

12/27	 39	 11	 -	 -	 -
12/28 41 8 - - -
12/29	 45	 12	 -	 -	 -
12/30 44 12 - - -
12/31	 46	 19	 -	 -	 -
1/1 41 16 - - -
1/2 43 15 - - -

Pagosa Springs
603 S. 8th Street
(970) 247-5786

From the January 6, 1996, 
Pagosa Springs SUN - Getting 
tough: Police Chief Don Volger 
takes advantage of spectacular 
weather Tuesday to check re-
stricted parking zones in town 
and issue tickets to violators. 
Volger reminds motorists that 
Pagosa Springs police are seri-
ous about preventing violations 
in no parking and handicap 
parking zones on town streets. 
SUN photo. 

You learn something new every day
A year ago, our front page reflected feet 

of snow falling on Wolf Creek and a blanket 
of white covering Pagosa Country, with elk 
photographed in the falling snow and gor-
geous wintry vistas showing off part of the 
reason we call this place home.

This year looks a little different so far, 
with many of us still doing snow dances 
and keeping a hopeful eye on the weather 
forecast to see when Mother Nature will 
send measurable moisture our way.

But, despite the fact we’ve had to keep 
our snowshoes, sleds and skis tucked away 
in the closet, there’s been no shortage of 
things going on that have kept us on our 
toes, entertained and learning over the last 
few weeks.

We found it both interesting and enter-
taining that the Pagosa Area Water and 
Sanitation District (PAWSD) Board of Di-
rectors literally called upon an audience 
member to fill a vacancy on the board 
recently. While the course of events seems 
to be in accordance with the board’s bylaws 
and the audience member had previously 
served on the PAWSD board, that’s the first 
time we’ve witnessed an appointment play 
out that way.

We were also caught off guard when we 
found out that the Archuleta County Board 
of County Commissioners had called a 

meeting without the standard notice on 
Dec. 12.

Upon hearing the news initially, our 
government watchdog responsibilities 
kicked in and we had a lot of questions.

Once we had access to the draft minutes 
(as posted to the commissioners’ Jan. 2 
agenda) and paid $25 for copy of the re-
cording of the meeting, we learned some-
thing new. 

Commissioner Ronnie Maez called the 
meeting pursuant to Colorado Revised Stat-
ute (CRS) 24-6-402(2)(f) for the “purpose of 
supervision of county employees, specifi-
cally the county manager” and explained 
it was therefore exempt from the noticing 
requirements of CRS 24-6-402(2)(c), which 
requires, among other things, that a meet-
ing be noticed at a designated posting loca-
tion at least 24 hours in advance.

Again, while it was in accordance with 
the law, it caught us off guard and we im-
mediately dug into state statute to learn 
more about that provision. 

That’s the first time in our current staff’s 
years of covering local government to see 
that statute employed.

We also learned during the commission-
ers’ Jan. 2 meeting that online security con-
tinues to be an issue when, in the middle 
of public comment, a jerk bombed the 

meeting acting as Santa, but with far fewer 
clothes than the real St. Nicholas.

County staff worked to quickly quell the 
situation and get the meeting back on track, 
but, nevertheless, it was a huge disruption 
that we would have all been perfectly fine 
not experiencing.

We recommend that the county look 
into moving into a webinar format on Zoom 
like other local governments.

We’ve also been consistently learning 
new things since we launched our new 
website (still at www.pagosasun.com) and 
moved to a new e-edition provider recently, 
and continue to work on making both the 
best user experiences possible (as a re-
minder, the “Sign In” link for subscribers 
can be found at the top right of the website).

Last week, we learned that our technol-
ogy partners are apparently as excited to 
get The SUN to you as we are since they 
accidentally sent out the e-edition about 
12 hours early — on Wednesday afternoon 
instead of Thursday morning.

At this point, we’re a little nervous about 
what else we’ll learn in 2024, but, never-
theless, we’re excited to see what the year 
brings.

Here’s to learning something new every 
day.

Randi Pierce
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Legacies

The SUN welcomes letters from 
readers.

Please submit to:
PO Box 9, 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

e-mail: 
editor@pagosasun.com

All letters must:
be submitted electronically in a 
format that can be copied and 
pasted, must not be in all capitals 

include the author’s actual name, 
phone number and address

be 500 words or less

be received by The SUN by noon 
on Tuesday (deadline may move 
up due to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per 
month per letter writer.

If necessary, only one letter 
pertaining to a candidate or 
political issue will be printed in 
each edition up to three weeks prior 
to the election.

Letters quoting other people must 
contain proper attribution.

There is no guarantee letters will be 
published.

The SUN generally does not edit 
letters, but reserves the right to do 
so.

Letters

Letters to the Editor are print-
ed as received and are not edited 
for grammar or punctuation, but 
may have been edited for content 
or style.

Letters to the Editor are opin-
ions and information in them 
has not been verified for ac-
curacy.

The opinions of letter writers 
do not necessarily represent those 
of the paper.

Letters

The wetlands
Dear Editor:

The Wetlands Wait……
…. they wait until spring, saving 

their strength to come forward once 
again with a priceless green of new 
cattail growth, white of chokecherry 
blossoms, pink of filaree.

….. they wait out the drought, hop-
ing for a good spring runoff and the 
monsoons of summer.

….. they wait, and watch the Springs 
Resort construction. It’s been loud, 
and the birds, fox, frogs have been 
disturbed. Agitated. Longing for dark 
nights and silence. There are un-
knowns: will the new soaking pools, 
perched right on the river, whose soak-
ers wear sunscreen, use soap… will 
that taint the waters? Where will the 
water flow back to the river? Will envi-
ronment friendly screen be required? 

….. they wait for the Audubon 
water monitors, regulars now, who 
note the hindered flow of hot water 
through the travertine rock. Will the 
hot seeps resume? Are they absent in 
some areas because of the drought 
and lack of rain? Or is it something 
related to the construction?

…… they wait for the ponds to refill 
with a mix of hot thermal water, rain 
and river flow. It’s been a hard year for 
them, losing so much that was meant 
for them. …… they wait for those who 
see that this very unique ecosystem is 
not just rare, but precious. They wait 
for a young bird monitor, a native son, 
searching for the osprey overhead. 
They wait for an older man, who daily 
records his finds in eBird.

…. they wait for the town council 
to understand that it is not the soak-
ers alone who fuel the economy of 
this town, it is also the photographers 
who line the ponds looking for the 
elusive sora, the dippers, the muskrat, 
the hemlock. Will the town council 
realize that as the wetland goes, so 
goes a large segment of the down-
town economy?

We naturalists wait with them, 
looking North to the snow on Pagosa 
Peak. We wait by the butterfly garden, 
wait for the first shoots of the lead 
plant and penstemon, gentian, mari-
posa lily… wait til the bees emerge, 
the butterflies flit.

Will we all wait in vain?
Diane Cirksena 

Re: Right to die
Dear Editor:

Dear Readers:
Like a lot of attorneys who have 

tried a lot of trials, we have one or 
more that tend to come back to our 
memory from time to time. I have 
two, probably more, and no I want 
share them.

A letter by Constance d’Angel 
published in the Sun a week or so ago 
was, I believe, one of hers. We owe her 
a debt of gratitude for taking the time 
to share her thoughts with us. I know 
it was painful.

Most of you will remember the 
tragic case involving Terri Shiavo. She 
suffered a serous injury, was hospi-
talzed, and diagnosed as being in a 
persistent vegetative state. No doctor 
wants to write that on a patient’s chart 
but sometimes it has to be done. In 
short Terri was in a state from which 
there was no reovery. There were 
those, her family, I believe who per-
sisted over an unconscionable period 
time, keeping Terri in this state.

A story about Terri was in the news 
from time to time and the public 
began to realize that people in a veg-
etative state should not be kept in that 
state by aritficial means. Most states 
have now passed laws, but not back 
then, allowing a person like Terri to 
designate someone to care for them 
and make the most difficult deci-
sions. These are typical called “Ad-
vance Directives.” They are frequently 
part of a Medical Power of Attorney 
but can be separate.

Some states also have statutes that 
allow, with very strict rules, some-
one like Terri to have all treatment 
withdrawn so that she can “die.” She 
was not alive in the sense that we 
normally think about a living person. 
This withdrawl of care is sometimes 
done with family members, clergy, 
and others present and sometimes 
not. You can be sure that Terri was 
treated with all of the respect and 
care that would have been provided 
to anyone in a similar situation.

I personally have a Medical Power 
of Attorney and an Advance Directive. 
Most of my family does and many 
of my friends and acquaintances. I 
believe I owe that to my family and 
friends.

Thank you.
Sincerely,

William L. “Bill” Hubbard

Constitutional
Dear Editor:

Last week a letter writer complained 
in these pages about the Colorado 
Supreme Court’s decision to prevent 
Donald Trump from appearing on 
our primary ballot. “How unconstitu-
tional?” At least he put a question mark 
in there because it is literally in the US 
Constitution that someone who has 
participated in an insurrection against 
the United States cannot run for office 
— 14th Amendment, Section 3. It’s 
even called the insurrection clause. It 
does not say that someone who has 
been tried and convicted cannot run. 
It just says that someone who tried to 
overthrow the government is prohib-
ited from running.

I don’t know where the writer was 
on January 6, 2021— unlike me, he 
was probably not standing, gob-
smacked, in front of their TV watch-
ing a mob overtake the Capitol. I’m 
guessing this writer did not, like 
me, watch every minute of the Janu-
ary 6th Commission hearings, also 
broadcast on TV. That would have 
been when the writer could have 
heard the damning testimony of all 
the people who worked in the Trump 
administration (all Republicans!). 
Also included in the hearings were 
videos (so many!) of what happened 
inside the Capitol that day and refer-
ences to the behavior of the “great 
patriots” who broke into our Capitol 
and showed their respect by dragging 
in Confederate flags; defecating and 
urinating in the hallways — not your 
normal “tourist“ behavior.

But it was Donald Trump’s behav-
ior that was particularly egregious. 
He encouraged and inflamed the 
crowd that day, wanted to march on 
the Capitol with them but was pre-
vented from doing so by his Secret 
Service, sat and watched the whole 
thing on TV and refused to step in 
when the mob erected a gallows and 
chanted “hang Mike Pence”. When 
he finally told the rioters to go home 
(which they immediately did upon 
his command) he told them that he 

loved them! He was deeply involved 
in the fake elector scheme, stole top 
secret documents and refused to re-
turn them, storing them in a shower 
at Mar a Lago; and has continued 
his litany of lies and hatred while 
planning to retake the White House 
so that he can dismiss all charges 
against him and dismantle the ad-
ministrative state. 

I am proud of our Colorado Su-
preme Court for doing what is obvi-
ous and constitutionally mandated. 
In order to run for president of the 
United States one must be a natural 
born citizen, at least 35 years old and 
have lived in the country for mini-
mum 14 years. The 14th amendment 
added one more qualifier: when you 
take an oath of office to uphold the 
Constitution and then incite, engage 
in, or give aid and comfort to any 
rebellion or insurrection against the 
US, you can’t run for office. 

Donald Trump and his minions 
try to tell us that Jan 6 was a typical 
(patriotic) tourist day in DC: “Who 
are you going to believe? Me, or your 
own lying eyes?” I know what I saw — 
it looked a lot like an attempted coup.

Lee Stopher

Presidential 
election
Dear Editor:

In the 1860 presidential election 
many states did not have Lincoln 
on the ballot. Maybe the Colorado 
Supreme Court will decide to use all 
of their state’s $5 bills to pay people 
to rub the image of Lincoln off of all 
the pennys in Colorado. Both Lincoln 
and Trump have stood for freedom 
and the American way.

Yours for a better America,
Dan Manka

Fairmont, W.Va.

Wolves
Dear Editor:

Since the voters living in Denver 
want to release wolves to the western 
slope, we should consider releasing 
mountain lions in Denver. We could 
vote on this, but only voters living on 
the western slope get to vote. That’s 
fair isn’t it? After all the voters In 
Denver didn’t want wolves in their 
backyard but they got to dictate what 
happens on the western slope. While 
we are at it let’s transfer the judges on 
the supreme court who think it is all 
right to decide for us who we should 

175 PAGOSA STREET  •  11 AM TO 10 PM DAILY
Order On Line: MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs & our Veterans always receive 20% off!

Pizza
& Pours
Enjoy delicious oven-fresh pizza 
and your favorite brews on tap.

SAVE 
$50

men’s & women’s

Waterproof • Insulated
Bridger

Your Mountain Home Your Mountain Home 
Mercantile, through Mercantile, through 

EVERY Season!EVERY Season!

These boots are made for Winter!

WOW!

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

Happy Hour!
25% off 

At the Bar Stools Only
Tuesday - Friday 4-5:30 pm

(970) 264-0999    I    214 Pagosa St, Pagosa Springs  l  AlleyHouseGrille.com

Open Tuesday – Sunday 4pm – 9pm
Happy Hour Tuesday – Friday 4pm-5:30pm at the Bar Stools

The Patio  l  The Lounge  l  The Grille

Make your reservation at 
exploretock.com/alleyhousegrille

264-2749
M-SAT 9AM TO MIDNIGHT 
SUNDAY 9AM TO 10 PM
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160 • East Pagosa Springs

Wine of the Month
Frontera
1.5 L

offer ends  
1/31/24

Clip ‘n Save 10% OFF Wines & Liquors
*OFF 750ML & 1.75L BOTTLES* NON-SALE ITEMS ONLY. NO BEER.

Spirit of 
the Month
Crown 
750 ml

offer ends  
1/31/24

$2499

$1 50

$200
OFF

Beer of the MonthBeer of the Month
Montucky 30 packsMontucky 30 packs offer ends  

1/31/24

OFF
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We wish to thank you, 
our valued customers, 

for your continued patronage.

We wish you a Happy New Year. 
We look forward to 
serving you in 2024.

The Tile & Carpet Store
M-F 8-4:30  •  (970) 731-5282

204 Bastille Dr.  
(N. Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)

Guy, Linda, 
Vicki, Tessa

& Steve

323 Hot Springs Blvd. 
800-225-0934 

pagosahotsprings.com

LIVE MUSIC
at the Springs Resort

5-7 pm in the Lodge Atrium

Charcuterie Board $45
available for purchase during live music

Friday, 
January 5

Maxwell Miller

Saturday, 
January 6
Jason Rose

Tuesday, 
January 9

Glenn Unrath 
and Rodger Bennett

PSMC Expert General Surgery

Dr. Lauri Medina, board certified general surgeon, has expanded 
her hours providing general surgical care including hernia repairs, 

laparoscopic appendectomy and gallbladder surgery, breast and cancer 
surgery, diagnostic and screening colonoscopies and more. 

Dr. Medina is accepting new patients.

Lauri Medina, MD, General Surgery

First-Class General Surgery Care, Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

@ Golf Club
Open to the Public

Authentic Texas BBQ
Winter Hours:

Thursday, Friday, Saturday
noon - 6 pm

Sunday - 11 am - 6 pm

1 Pines Club Place
(970) 398-5267

SquareTopBBQ.com  

BBQ, Beer BBQ, Beer 
& Bourbon& Bourbon

Full ServiceFull Service
Restaurant & BarRestaurant & Bar

Voted Best Restaurant Voted Best Restaurant 
Views in PagosaViews in Pagosa
10-years running10-years running

Carry Out AvailableCarry Out Available

Let Us Cater Let Us Cater 
Your Event or PartyYour Event or Party

Host Your Host Your 
Event or Party Event or Party 
 @ Square Top @ Square Top

Weekly Smoked Specials
Smoked Burger Thursdays
Pork Rib Fridays, after 2pm

Beef Rib Sundays - they go fast!

A1 Taxi
970-585-4903

Fully licensed and insured! 
Smoke-free vehicles!

Local discount system- just ask! 
8am-8pm daily or by appointment!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

Reliability 
Matters!

Courtesy 
Counts!

vote for. The Democrats think they 
cannot win the 2024 election so they 
are willing to cheat or do whatever is 
necessary to win. This is just about the 
most undemocratic tactic I’ve ever 
seen the democratic party do. They 
may get fooled though when Texas 
removes Joe Biden from the ballot. 
Texas has about six times the popula-
tion Colorado does, so who is going to 
be the winner here? This entire fiasco 
is getting completely ridiculous and 
a waste of time. I guess democrats 
don’t believe in democracy anymore.

John Meyer

New Year’s 
resolution
Dear Editor:

Ahhh, a new year, a time for a little 
self-examination, right? From the 
recordings in the “Secret Gospel of 
Thomas”,Thomas asked Jesus the ques-
tion: “How can we know ourselves?” 
Jesus answered: “Go back to where 
you came from and take your place”. 
Yes, all of us are a continuation of the 
souls who came before us, our family 
roots. That is a rather deep answer but 
worthwhile to “take a look”. As we learn 
of their life histories. we gain a better 
understanding of ourselves. You may 
find much to be proud of as you look 
for “good acts” by those who came 
before you. I believe God expects us to 
build on their goodness in all that we 
do to honor their memory by living our 
lives with purpose. How about that for 
a New Year’s Resolution? A worthwhile 

endeavor for sure and yes! Happy New 
Year to all for joy in your hearts and 
good health for al!.

Know you are loved,
Patty Tillerson

Politics
Dear Editor:

I would like us to reconsider our 
popular stance on politics. No, I am 
not asking you to reconsider your po-
sition on any political issue. Instead, 
I would like us to take a deep look at 
how we view the discipline of politics.

I hear quite often the sentiment 
that we want to keep a conversation, 
a relationship, or an entire life “out of 
politics.” “Politics,” and their much-
maligned devotees, “politicians,” 
have been made into bad words. We 
talk about issues that matter to us 
as worth discussing, until someone 
“makes it political.” Then, we insinu-
ate, the whole enterprise is ruined.

I get it. But then again, I get it, and 
I see the negative effects of stiff-arm-
ing politics. So I invite you to go back 
with me to first principles.

Politics is the practice of establish-
ing community standards without 
violence. Every community, from a 
household to a non-profit organiza-
tion to a nation, must have commu-
nity standards. Those standards must 
be established somehow. The vast 
majority of community standards 
across human history have been 
established with violence: Disagree 
with my thoughts on how we should 
behave, and I club you (or bomb your 
town, or burn your house down) so 

that my version of behavior prevails.
Politics is the non-violent dis-

course that allows communities to 
figure out the best way to live together 
without beating each other up. The 
only alternative to politics is to beat 
each other up. Refusing to engage in 
politics, even at the most local level, 
does not bring peace. On the one 
hand it silences disagreement; at the 
same time it encourages the strong-
armed to take control.

We are in yet another season of 
heated politics, of disagreement over 
the standards that guide our commu-
nities. Though entering the scrum of 
thoughts and opinions can be daunt-
ing, and doing so respectfully requires 
great discipline, the only alternative is 
a community in which the meanest, 
most shrill, and most violent have con-
trol. So I invite you to stay in politics. 
Keep it political, for the sake of loving 
one another. Consider it your highest 
civic good. Stay calm, stay respectful, 
stay peaceful, and stay honest. But 
stay in it. Our practice of speaking our 
minds on politics is the only thing that 
keeps this country alive and well.

Emrys Tyler

The party of bad 
manners
Dear Editor:

It appears to me that the Republi-
can Party has become the party of 
bad manners. Their leader is a hate-
ful man who calls people names and 
disrespects veterans and the less for-
tunate. He acts like a petulant child. 

This man’s behavior alone should 
make anyone run far and fast. Seri-
ously, you wouldn’t let your child act 
like that, but you would vote for him? 

Followers cite that they like his 
“accomplishments”, or his “policies”. 
Which ones? The tax law that favored 
the wealthy and added trillions to 
the national debt? The policy of los-
ing 2,000 children at the border? The 
sloppy way he handles our national 
secrets? Promises to be a dictator? 
Oh, and let’s not forget that he tried 
to overthrow the government. He lost, 
by millions of votes, and he and all of 
you who support him know it. Over 
sixty lawsuits verified this. 

Still, his bad manners seem to be a 
badge of honor for his followers. 
Trumpers are flying flags or wearing 
shirts/hats with vulgar language. I 
cannot remember a time when anyone 
wore a shirt that said “F*** Reagan/
Bush/Obama/anyone. Why do Repub-
licans think is it okay to wear such filth 
now? In this country we vote. If your 
guy loses you sit down and wait four 
years, then get to vote again. Feel free to 
enthusiastically support your party and 
ideals, but please do so politely. That is 
what patriotic Americans do. We don’t 
try to overthrow an election.

Let me point out that I was a life-
long Republican. The Republican 
party used to have worthy causes and 
ideals, but no more. It has become a 
scary cult, led by a con man. Current 
Republicans, remember the manners 
you once knew, and for heaven’s sake 
PLEASE get a new candidate! 

Sue Wells

Town approves contractor for Pagosa Gateway Project on San Juan River
By Derek Kutzer 
Staff Writer

On Dec. 21, 2023, the Pagosa 
Springs Town Council approved 
FlyWater — a Fort Collins-based 
riverine consulting and construc-
tion firm — as the contractor for the 
Pagosa Gateway Project, which aims 
to construct ecological and recre-
ational enhancements along the San 
Juan River upstream from the Town of 
Pagosa Springs.

Community Development Direc-
tor James Dickhoff, who presented 
the proposal to the council, explained 
the project as an effort to “enhance 
the river ecosystem and improve 
water quality for a 2.1-mile section” 
upstream from the town.

The project will focus on a section 
of river running upstream from the U.S. 
84/U.S. 160 intersection to the Running 
Iron Ranch, a property jointly owned by 
the Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation 
District (PAWSD) and San Juan Water 
Conservancy District (SJWCD).

The nonprofit organization Upper 
San Juan Watershed Enhancement 
Project (WEP) has supervised the proj-
ect since October 2023, when the town 
council approved a project manage-
ment agreement for WEP to manage 
the project on behalf of the town.

WEP’s concept plan for the project, 
published in September 2022, states 
that the impetus for the project is a 
response to a “Phase II assessment,” 
which found that the effects of climate 
change and “trends in historical hy-

drology” will likely produce “limiting 
conditions for aquatic life in this sec-
tion of river” in the near future.

The concept plan also cites the 
potential for “reductions in the number 
of days that various types of recreation-
al floating activities can be performed 
on river segments above, through, and 
below town,” if nothing is done to im-
prove or enhance this section of river. 

WEP states that it “presents an alter-
native view of the future, where the 
negative impacts of changing stream-
flows on environment and recreation 
are somewhat offset” by the project.

The SJWCD, which funds WEP and 
lends support for the project, explains 
on its website that the project’s main 
objectives are stream improvements, 
including “low flow channel shaping, 
grade control structures, riparian plant-
ings, placement of habitat structures, 
and streambank stabilization work.”

After WEP became the manager of 
the project, it solicited a request for 
proposals from qualified riverine 
contractors, receiving four quality bids 
for the project, according to agenda 
documentation on the matter. 

WEP then formed a committee, 
consisting of both WEP representatives 
and town staff, to review the proposals 
and interview three finalists for the 
project, according to documentation. 

“FlyWater stood out for various 
reasons including their ability to work 
collaboratively with local communi-
ties, technical proficiency, commit-
ment to process-based restoration, 
and experience with similar projects,” 

states the documentation.
Dickhoff, who served as one of the 

town’s representatives on the search 
committee, said the group used a 
competitive scoring analysis to find 
the right contractor for the project 
and that FlyWater “rose to the top” 
of the competitive bid process, add-
ing that the firm’s recommendations 
were “glowing.” 

Mayor Shari Pierce added that, as 
she was going through FlyWater’s 
proposal, “I kept going back to this 
one phrase,” where “they said that 
they have a design philosophy of 
working with, not against, the prevail-
ing forces of nature, and I just really 
liked that philosophy.” 

The Gateway Project has received 
funding from various local, state and 
federal entities, including the Colora-
do Water Conservation Board (CWCB) 
and U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 

Dickhoff explained that since the 
town was awarded most of the fund-
ing, “we thought it was important for 
town council to weigh in for approving 
awarding the contract.”

He explained that the CWCB con-
tributed the “majority” of the funding 
and that this grant was awarded to the 
town, hence the need for the council 
to sign off on awarding the contract 
to FlyWater.

The SJWCD’s website, states, 
“WEP’s funding goal, $1,246,160, has 
been reached with committed support 
from the US Bureau of Reclamation, 
Town of Pagosa Springs, Trout Unlim-
ited, Southwestern Water Conserva-

tion District, The Nature Conservancy, 
Pagosa Tourism Board, San Juan 
Water Conservancy District, Friends 
of the Upper San Juan, and Colorado 
Water Conservation Board.” 

Dickhoff added that WEP was able 
to find “enough additional funding” 
to help to give “a little bit of a buffer 
and contingency in case costs are 
increased for the project.”

The town committed $54,000 for 
the project in its adopted 2024 budget.

When council member Gary Wil-
liams made a motion to approve 
FlyWater as the project contractor for 
the Pagosa Gateway Project, it was 
carried unanimously by the council, 
with council member Madeline Bergon 
absent from the meeting. 

In a letter to the council, WEP board 
chair Mely Whiting states, “FlyWater 
has consistently demonstrated a high 
level of expertise in river restoration, 
showcasing innovative ideas and em-
ploying techniques that not only en-
hance the ecological integrity of water 
bodies but also contribute positively to 
the surrounding environment.” 

It adds, “What sets FlyWater apart is 
not only their technical proficiency and 
experience but also their ability to work 
collaboratively and effectively with 
local communities. Their approach to 
river restoration resonates with the val-
ues and objectives of Pagosa Springs.” 

FlyWater’s website states,, “Simply 
put, our mission here at FlyWater is 
to responsibly improve the rivers and 
streams we love.” 

derek@pagosasun.com
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Obituaries The journey matters—
let Hart Custom Builders 

guide the way

• Fine Custom Homes
• Commercial  and 

Municipal Buildings
• Infrastructure

250 Pagosa Street • (970) 264-0110 • hartbuilders.com

Follow Hart on Facebook
@HartCustomBuilders

Serving:
Pagosa Springs, Bayfield, 
Durango, South Fork, 
and surrounding areas

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

debbie@ownpagosa.com 
448 Pagosa Street 

(970) 946-3480
2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year

New Year! 
New Home!

420 Ponderosa Drive
Views! Location! One level, 2023 
sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 3 bath home with 
8-car heated garage, 5 minutes from 
downtown. Fenced yard.

MLS 809732 • $1,123,500

1382 County Road 973, Arboles
Water, water, water, 20 shares, pond, 
irrigation, 2 bedroom, 1 bath on 10.14 
acres, remodeled in 2021.

MLS 807938 • $619,000

145 Hills Circle
Close to National Forest, fishing, 
paddle boarding, 2 bedroom + loft, 
2 bath, 2-car detached garage. New 
windows, log beam accents, in-floor 
radiant heat.

MLS 804534 • $478,000

59 E. Cotton Court
Lake Forest area. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
Brand new home, stocked lake, backs 
to National Forest and motorized 
trails, granite, upgraded countertops.

MLS 808568 • $472,000

11 Pinon Hills Place
Huge Navajo Lake and La Plata 
Mountain views from this 3 bedroom, 
2 bath on 1 acre lot. Includes 40x30 
shop, convenient to Navajo Lake.

MLS 804419 • $275,000

141 Hollow Drive
1.1 acre, no HOA, new engineered 
septic system, ready for your home.

MLS 802483 • $68,500

46 Gala Place
Great location, near fishing and National 
Forest. Treed lot with southern view.

MLS 806764 • $35,000

6 Laurel Drive
.31 acre lot in Twin Creek Village, easy 
access, sits above Dutton Canyon open 
space, near National Forest.

MLS 798968 • $35,000

Philip Janowsky
The Rev. Philip Janowsky, beloved 

father, grandfather, friend and min-
ister, passed away at Penrose Hospi-
tal in Colorado 
Springs on Dec. 
25, 2023. 

His father, 
W a l t e r 
Janowsky, was 
a Free Meth-
odist minister 
and his mother, 
Lena Blowers 
Janowsky, ex-
celled in chil-
dren’s ministry. They served on a 
Seneca Indian reservation when 
Phil was a child and the experience 
gave him an enduring love of Native 
American history and culture. 

Phil was a man of many gifts, and 
the books in his home office reveal 
a treasury of wisdom and adventure 
that reflect his spirit well. He was 
known for passionate yet intellectual 
preaching, sensitive pastoral care and 
mastery of an eclectic mix of history, 
religion, cowboy music, sports, hunt-
ing and fishing. 

He was born on Sept. 2, 1934, in 
Forestville, N.Y. As a young man Phil 
loved athletic competition, excelling 
in basketball, tennis and weight lift-
ing. He loved to roam the western 
New York backcountry, usually with a 
bow or shotgun in hand. While study-
ing at Houghton College in prepara-
tion for entering the ministry, he 
met his lifelong sweetheart, Mary Jo 
Wilson. They married in 1956 and had 
four children. Mary Jo passed away 
during their 62nd year of marriage 
and Phil wore her engagement ring 
on his little finger to the end of his life. 

They were true partners in minis-
try and served three New York 
churches before moving “out west,” 
where they served 10 churches over 
the family’s years, primarily in Colo-
rado and Kansas. A lover of scholar-
ship, Phil earned two advanced de-
grees along the way: a Master of Arts 
in religion from Kansas University 
and a Master of Divinity from Den-
ver’s Iliff School of Theology. Phil’s 
preaching covered a wide-ranging 
mix of scripture, humor, historical 
theology, sports and popular culture, 
but it always ended with the grace 
and forgiveness offered to everyone 
through the life, death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. 

Moving west had been one of 
Phil’s boyhood dreams and he es-
pecially enjoyed pastoring two rural 
churches, each for a decade: West 
Bethany Free Methodist Church 
northwest of Leoti, Kan., and the 
Sargent Community Church in Colo-
rado’s San Luis Valley. His apprecia-
tion of cowboy culture grew during 
those years and he created a mu-

sic presentation with slides called 
“Pictures, Songs and Stories of the 
American Cowboy.” He loved to sing 
and play guitar, and his program led 
to invitations to perform at various 
Colorado cowboy poet events. 

After his retirement from full-time 
ministry, Phil supported Mary Jo as a 
teacher at Pagosa Springs Elementary 
School and later Our Savior Lutheran 
Church. Every year he would load up 
some hay bales and sing his beloved 
cowboy songs for her students. In his 
80s he would accept help to climb 
stage steps and sing “Ghost Riders 
in the Sky” when his son Andy’s 
Durango-based band The High Roll-
ers was in town. He liked applying his 
knowledge of history and theology 
in letters to the editor and he was 
especially fond of giving thoughtful 
devotional talks at the conclusion of 
his son Dan’s wrestling camps.

Phil was preceded in death by his 
wife, Mary Jo Janowsky (2013), and 
son, Andrew Thomas Janowsky 
(2021). He is survived by his daugh-
ter, Peggy Haslar (Rick), and sons 
Daniel Janowsky (Nyana) and Mark 
Janowsky; grandchildren Benja-
min Haslar, Matthew Haslar (Kate), 
Ronnie Janowsky (Michelle), Caleb 
Janowsky; and great-grandchildren 
Philip and Abby Haslar and Kensing-
ton and Caden Janowsky. 

A memorial service will be held at 
the Community United Methodist 
Church in Pagosa Springs at 2 p.m. 
on Friday, Jan. 5.

Herman Lee Riggs 
III ‘Trae’

Herman Lee Riggs III — Trae — 
was born May 21, 1972, in Louisville, 
Ky. He was 51 years old and died 
Nov. 22, 2023, 
i n  C o l o r a d o 
Springs, Colo. 
He is survived 
by his father, 
He r m a n  L e e 
Riggs II; moth-
er Janice Lynn 
Riggs; brothers 
Brian Matthew 
Bahn Riggs and 
Michael John Riggs; sisters Sally Bess 
Riggs, Sarah Lenee Manore, Sierra 
Star Johnson and his two best friends 
“the snaps,” Bonnie and Clyde.

He graduated from Fountain Val-
ley College Preparatory School and 
went on to study at Colorado Univer-
sity and Denver University, graduat-
ing from Fort Lewis College with a 
degree in philosophy. He graduated 
cum laude, No. 3 in a class of 730. He 
studied creative writing and wrote, 
“Cottonwoods look like dandelions 
far below beside the Piedra where he 
meanders on his way. We don’t come 
into this world, we come out of it as 
leaves from a tree.” He also graduated 

from the Pueblo School of Nursing.
Trae held many other certifica-

tions, certificates and distinguished 
awards. He worked most recently as 
faculty with Denver University, Col-
lege of Nursing, and on a specialized 
team administering central venous 
catheters and cardiac cauterizations. 
One of his recent quotes was, “It sure 
feels good to give, doesn’t it?” He un-
derstood this and gave thousands of 
hours of comfort and lifesaving care 
while nursing in the challenging field 
of emergency medicine. Private ser-
vices were held in Colorado Springs, 
Colo. May his precious soul rest with 
eternal love and life.

Nettie Trenk 
Nettie Trenk, 85, of Pagosa Springs, 

Colo., passed away peacefully from 
complications from scleroderma on 
Dec. 25, 2023, 
surrounded by 
family. She was 
a loving and 
caring wife to 
Bruce Trenk for 
65 years. Bruce 
and Nettie met 
i n  Ma d i s o n , 
Wis.,  in 1954 
and were mar-
r i e d  i n  Ju n e 
1958. They moved to Newburgh, Ind., 
in 1961, where Nettie was a devoted 
teacher for more than 19 years. It was 
in Newburgh where Bruce and Nettie 
raised their three daughters, Sheri 
Skolnick (Marty), Karen Mowbray 
(Bryce) and Jennifer Salvino (Mark). 
Upon their retirement, Bruce and 
Nettie moved to Pagosa Springs, 
Colo., in 1999. She was passionate 
about quilting, basket weaving, live 
theater, reading and Mahjongg. 
Throughout her life, teaching career, 
volunteering and her hobbies, Nettie 
amassed an incredible number of 
cherished friendships. She delighted 
in spending time with the ones 
she loved, sharing stories, creating 
memories, and laughing with her 
friends and family. She was Nana to 
six grandchildren and Great Nana 
to six great-grandchildren; all 12 
loved and adored her. Nettie looked 
forward to hosting the Fourth of July 
family get-together every year for her 
children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. In the spirit of Nettie’s 
love for this annual gathering, we are 
planning a celebration of her life in 
the summer of 2024. In place of flow-
ers, please consider donating to the 
National Scleroderma Foundation or 
the Thingamajig Theatre Company, 
Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts.

Anita Scanga
Anita Martinoli Scanga, 78, passed 

away peacefully on Christmas morn-
ing, Dec. 25, 2023, at Beehive Homes 
in Parker, Colo., after a lengthy battle 

with posterior 
cortical atro-
p h y  a n d  A l -
zheimer’s dis-
ease. Anita was 
born in Revere, 
Mass., on Oct. 
3 0 ,  1 9 4 5 ,  t o 
Albert (Rusty) 
and Ida Mar-
tinoli. She at-
tended Springfield College where she 
attained her B.S. degree and teacher’s 
certificate in 1967 and subsequently 
her M.A. degree from Adams State 
College. She met her husband and 
lifelong partner Samuel Scanga in 
New Hampshire while Sam was serv-
ing in the U.S. Army. They married 
on Nov. 2, 1968, at the First Baptist 
Church in Revere and moved to Colo-
rado. Anita was a dedicated wife and 
mother along with being an elemen-
tary and middle school geography 
teacher. Anita retired from teaching 
in Pagosa Springs, Colo., in 2003 
after teaching in the Route, Moffat 
and San Juan County school districts. 
Following retirement, Anita and Sam 
moved to Poncha Springs, Colo., to 
fulfill Sam’s retirement dreams of 
ranching on the Scanga Family ranch. 
Anita loved to travel and was looking 
forward to being closer to her chil-
dren and grandchildren in northern 
Colorado. Unfortunately, her ability 
to drive and travel independently 
was cut short by the loss of her vision. 
Despite the loss of her eyesight, Anita 
loved knitting and reading, and you 
could often find her listening to au-
dio books and working yarn with her 
fingers. After Sam’s passing in 2018, 
Anita stayed at their home in Poncha 
Springs until 2021, when she moved 
to Beehive Homes in Parker, Colo., for 
full-time living assistance.

Anita is survived by her caring and 
loving daughters, Rebecca (Robert) 
Montoya and Lisa Scanga, and her 
son, John (Chauna) Scanga, in addi-
tion to her five grandchildren: Megan 
Montoya, Sam Scanga, Ian Scanga, 
Madison Montoya and Benjamin 
Hatfield. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Sam; brother John 
Martinoli; and parents Albert and Ida 
Martinoli, with whom she has been 
reunited with for all eternity.

In lieu of flowers or cards, dona-
tions can be made in Anita’s name to 
the Friends of Colorado Talking Book 
Library at https://www.friendsofctbl.
org/.

“An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will 
cause great joy for all the people.’ — 
Luke 2: 9-11.

“For I will restore health to you, 
and your wounds I will heal, declares 
the Lord.” — Jeremiah 30:17.

Public Meetings
The following meetings are subject to 

change.

Thursday, Jan. 4
Archuleta County Board of Health 

meeting. 1 p.m., Archuleta County 
administration building, com-
missioners’ meeting room, 398 
Lewis St. For more information, 
visit: http://archuletacounty.org/
agendacenter.

Main Street Advisory Board work 
session. 4 p.m., Pagosa Senior 
Center dining room, Ross Ara-
gon Community Center, 451 Hot 
Springs Blvd. See town website for 
participation information: https://
pagosasprings.civicweb.net/por-
tal/.

Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation 
District special meeting. 5 p.m. 
PAWSD administrative offices, 100 
Lyn Ave. For more information, 
visit pawsd.org.

Tuesday, Jan. 9
Archuleta County Board of County 

Commissioners work session. 
8:30 a.m., Archuleta County admin-
istration building, commissioners’ 
meeting room, 398 Lewis St. View 
Zoom meeting at: https://zoom.
us/j/91609048375?pwd=dlFFV0J
1cGVKa1NHWHFsa2taeGxtZz09, 
meeting ID: 916 0904 8375, pass-
code: 4141885. For more informa-
tion, visit: http://archuletacounty.
org/agendacenter.

Pagosa Springs Town Council special 
meeting. 5 p.m., Town Hall, 551 
Hot Springs Blvd. See town web-
site for participation information: 
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Pagosa Springs Sanitation Gen-
eral Improvement District special 
meeting. 5 p.m., Town Hall, 551 
Hot Springs Blvd. See town web-
site for participation information: 
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Archuleta School District Board 
of Education meeting. 6 p.m., 
Pagosa Springs Middle School 

library, 309 Lewis St. See www.
mypagosaschools.com for more 
information. 

Thursday, Jan. 11
Main Street Advisory Board meet-

ing. 4 p.m., Pagosa Springs Visitor 
Center meeting room, 105 Hot 
Springs Blvd. See town website for 
participation information: https://
pagosasprings.civicweb.net/por-
tal/.

Friday, Jan. 12
Main Street Advisory Board Heri-

tage Committee meeting. 1:15 
p.m., Pagosa Senior Center dining 
room, Ross Aragon Community 
Center, 451 Hot Springs Blvd. See 
town website for participation in-
formation: https://pagosasprings.
civicweb.net/portal/.

Tuesday, Jan. 16
Archuleta County Board of County 

Commissioners work session. 
8:30 a.m., Archuleta County admin-

istration building, commissioners’ 
meeting room, 398 Lewis St. View 
Zoom meeting at: https://zoom.
us/j/91609048375?pwd=dlFFV0J
1cGVKa1NHWHFsa2taeGxtZz09, 
meeting ID: 916 0904 8375, pass-
code: 4141885. For more informa-
tion, visit: http://archuletacounty.
org/agendacenter.

Archuleta County Board of County 
Commissioners meeting. 1:30 
p.m., Archuleta County adminis-
tration building, commissioners’ 
meeting room, 398 Lewis St. View 
Zoom meeting at: https://zoom.
us/j/91609048375?pwd=dlFFV0J
1cGVKa1NHWHFsa2taeGxtZz09, 
meeting ID: 916 0904 8375, pass-
code: 4141885. For more informa-
tion, visit: http://archuletacounty.
org/agendacenter.

Pagosa Springs Planning Commis-
sion. 5:30 p.m., Town Hall, 551 
Hot Springs Blvd. See town web-
site for participation information: 
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/. 
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BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service 
you and your family through providing quality in our 
work, and being timely and efficient. 
Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing 
water. Water mixed with the normal environments 
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding 
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 
system installations and repairs as well as moisture 
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER 
RESTORATION  

FLOOD 
MITIGATION

DUCT CLEANING
Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor 
Removal

MountainMenDM.com • mail@mountainmendm.com 

Winter is sadly the time 
for bursting pipes. 

Call us 24/7 for your flood damage needs
Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

Sharing our Core Values 
with you each day through our work

Care • Compassion • Communication • Commitment

Call today for your appointment!

970-264-9436 
www.pagosa.dentist • Conveniently located downtown at 308 Pagosa Street

Non-emergency 
medical 
transportation 
to Denver, Durango, 
Farmington, Colorado 
Springs — Anywhere 
in Colorado and border 
state approved cities 
for Medicaid insured 
rides to and from 
Medicaid providers 
Pre-approval and 
24-hour notice 
required. 

FREE RIDES 
for 

MEDICAID 
CLIENTS

anywhere in the State of Colorado
Please call us to get qualified: 

970-731-4081
Durango Airport Shuttle • Taxi Service • Weddings

Charter Service • Private Parties
Also

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling

PUC # 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

Cathy Justus W.F.C.P. 264-4462
Window Fashions Certified Professional

WINDOW COVERINGS
“JUST US ORIGINALS” 

est. 1986

blinds • shades • verticals • draperies • valances
bedspreads • bed skirts • pillows • cushions • & more

Always deep 

discounts

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  It’s time to think about keeping 
the chill out and the heat in with window coverings.

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
970-731-4081 to reserve your ride!

Or, book online at GoWJP.com

Shuttle to Wolf Creek!
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Please call 970-731-4081 24 hours prior to reserve your spot! 
$20 One Way • $30 Round Trip*

*All return trips depart at 4:15 p.m. sharp.
Don’t be late! We are running on a tight schedule!

Monday-Sunday from (by reservation only)
 Wilderness  Alpen Quality Summit
 Journeys Haus Inn Ski & Sports 
 7:30 am 7:40 am 7:50 am 8:00 am

*CUSTOM rides may be scheduled based upon AVAILABILITY
Return shuttle from Wolf Creek at 4:15pm

PUC# 16400

Business
County unemployment rises in November
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

According to a Dec. 21, 2023, press 
release from the Colorado Depart-
ment of Labor and Employment, 
Archuleta County’s unemployment 
rate rose from 2.9 percent in Octo-
ber 2023 to 3.1 percent in November 
2023.

County unemployment dropped 
during the previous months, going 
from 3.4 percent in July 2023 to 2.9 
percent in October 2023.

From October to November 2023, 
Archuleta County’s labor force grew 
from 7,027 to 7,060.

For the month of November 2023 
there were 6,844 individuals em-
ployed in Archuleta County, accord-
ing to the press release. This figure 
is up from the October 2023 report 
of 6,824 individuals employed in 
Archuleta County.

County-level unemployment rates 
are not seasonally adjusted.

According to the press release, the 
county with the highest unemploy-

ment rate for November 2023 was 
San Miguel County with 5.5 percent 
unemployment, followed by Huer-
fano County at 5.3 percent and Pitkin 
County at 5 percent.

Las Animas County is next at 4.9 
percent, with Fremont County fol-
lowing at 4.7 percent.

The state’s unemployment rate 
stayed even from October to Novem-
ber 2023, remaining at 3.3 percent.

The state’s labor force rose by 
2,700 from 3,247,000 in October 2023 
to 3,249,700 in November 2023.

The press release notes, “Colo-
rado’s seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate was flat from October to 
November at 3.3 percent. The number 
of unemployed individuals grew by 
1,900 over the same time period to 
107,900. The national unemploy-
ment rate decreased two-tenths of a 
percentage point to 3.7 percent from 
October to November. Colorado’s 
seasonally adjusted unemployment 
rate was flat from October to No-
vember at 3.3 percent. The number 
of unemployed individuals grew by 

1,900 over the same time period to 
107,900. The national unemploy-
ment rate decreased two-tenths of a 
percentage point to 3.7 percent from 
October to November.”

Employers in Colorado shed 700 
nonfarm payroll jobs from October 
to November 2023, bringing the 
total number of jobs in Colorado to 
2,915,500.

Nonfarm payroll jobs measure the 
number of workers excluding farm-
ers.

The private sector lost 2,100 non-
farm payroll jobs and the government 
sector gained 1,400 jobs.

The private-industry sector with 
significant job gains in November 
2023 is other services, which added 
900 jobs.

The manufacturing private-indus-
try sector lost 1,400 jobs in November 
2023, while the trade, transportation 
and utilities sector lost 1,500 jobs.

“Since November 2022, nonfarm 
payroll jobs have increased 31,100, 
with the private sector growing by 
11,700 and government adding 

19,400 jobs,” the press release notes.
Since November 2022, the largest 

private-sector job gains include:
• Leisure and hospitality at about 

16,800.
• Professional and business ser-

vices at about 9,200.
• Educational and health services 

at about 6,300.
Since November 2022, the largest 

private-sector job losses include:
• Trade, transportation and utili-

ties at about 8,600.
• Financial activities at about 

8,300.
• Construction at about 4,400.
• Information at about 1,900.
According to the press release, 

“Over the year, the average workweek 
for all Colorado employees on private 
nonfarm payrolls rose from 33.1 to 
33.5 hours, while average hourly 
earnings grew from $35.35 to $36.93. 
Colorado average hourly earnings are 
two dollars and eighty-three cents 
higher than national average hourly 
earnings of $34.10.”

josh@pagosasun.com

Mark your calendars: WinterFest slated for Jan. 19-21
By Mary Jo Coulehan
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of  
Commerce

Happy new year, Pagosa. 
Mark your calendars for Jan. 19-21 

for WinterFest activities. 
There will be a new event occurring 

this year and the absence of one. Please 
note that skijoring will not be taking 
place this year. Hopefully, this event 
will return in future years. We know 
this is a popular event during the Win-
terFest weekend; however, there will be 
plenty of other activities to enjoy. 

More details about WinterFest 
weekend will come out in the upcom-
ing weeks. 

Here is an overview of the week-
end’s activities. On Friday evening, 
Jan. 19, the bonfire will return. The 
location this time will be at the 
Archuleta County Fairgrounds, not 
Hot Springs Boulevard. 

With the bonfire in mind, please 
recycle your Christmas trees at the 
Archuleta County Fairgrounds. There 
is signage on where to deposit your 
trees. 

The bonfire event is free and there 
will be live music by the Jackson 
Mountain Ramblers, food vendors 
and a drink station: hot and cold, 
alcoholic and nonalcoholic. 

On the mornings of Jan. 20 and 21, 
the hot air balloons will launch from 
the west side of town around the Park 
Avenue and the Pagosa Lakes Prop-
erty Owners Association admin areas. 

Please do not park on U.S. 160 to 
view the balloons. While we know 
along the highway affords some great 
photo opportunities, it is dangerous 
and hinders traffic. 

The balloons will launch each 
morning around 8 a.m. 

On the morning of Jan. 20, there 
will be the BB Gun Biathlon hosted 
by the Pagosa Nordic Club at Yama-
guchi Park. 

The Barkus Parade, benefiting 
Rugby’s Rescue, will begin in Town 
Park around 10:30 a.m., with the 
parade beginning at 11 a.m. along 
the Riverwalk. 

The crazy plungers will jump in 
the San Juan River for the Penguin 
Plunge at 1 p.m. Spectators can view 
the antics from along the Riverwalk or 
overlook. If your organization would 
like to have people plunge in the river 
to raise money for your organization, 
pledge forms are available on the 
Chamber’s website, www.pagosa-
chamber.com. 

Following the plunge, the crazy 
Sledz on Rez, hosted by Build Pagosa, 
will take place downtown on Reser-
voir Hill with the sledding beginning 
at 2:30 p.m. Sled guidelines and 
entry forms can also be found on the 
Chamber website. 

On the morning of Jan. 21, the 
Pagosa Nordic Club will host a Learn 
to Cross Country Clinic. With mini-
mal snow at this time, stay tuned for 
the location. Please preregister for the 
class as there are different levels of 

skiing and the classes are usually full. 
You can sign up for the biathlon and 
the clinic at www.pagosanordic.com. 

All of the events can be found on 
the Chamber’s website at www.pa-
gosachamber.com. The entry forms 
and links to the various organizations 
can also be found on the WinterFest 
event page. 

Plan now to attend one of these 
events or participate. It’s a fun week-
end.

Community Awards
The public has until Jan. 17 to 

nominate people and organizations 
for the 2023 Community Awards. 

The categories are Citizen, Volun-
teer, Small Business and Non-profit 
of the Year. 

All the nominees must have been 
living or doing business in Pagosa 
Springs for at least three years. Both 
Citizen and Volunteer nominees 
must be contributing to the commu-
nity outside of their job or business 
practice. 

For Citizen of the Year, the 
nominee(s) must have made a last-
ing contribution to the community 
in at least one of the four categories: 
philanthropic, lifestyle, economics 
or cultural. Effecting a significant 
contribution in one of these four 
categories is the main difference 
between Citizen and Volunteer of the 
Year nominees. 

In addition, we highly encourage 
businesses and non-profit agencies 

to self-nominate. Be proud of your 
business, achievements and work in 
the community and self-nominate. 
The public should also encourage a 
business or agency to self-nominate 
as there are questions on the form 
that most likely only the business may 
know the answer for. 

These nomination forms are lo-
cated on the Chamber’s website, 
www.pagosachamber.com. Scroll 
down to the Community Award 
graphic and click on that link. It will 
take you to the page where all the 
forms can be downloaded, filled out 
and returned to director@pagosa-
chamber.com or dropped off at our 
offices by Jan. 17. 

For more information on Winter-
Fest or the Community Awards, con-
tact the Chamber at (970) 264-2360. 

State’s paid family leave program open for claims
Colorado Department of Labor and  
Employment 

Colorado workers who have been 
waiting for a statewide solution for 
paid family and medical leave are 
getting the program they voted to 
create this week. 

The Colorado Department of La-
bor and Employment’s Family and 
Medical Leave Insurance (FAMLI) 
Division announced recently that the 
state’s first FAMLI claims would start 
Jan. 1 and payments will be heading 
to workers next week, so they can 
temporarily step away from their jobs. 

Starting Jan. 1, paid FAMLI leave 
can be used for life events such as 
welcoming a new child, managing 
a serious health condition or caring 
for a loved one with a serious health 
condition.

Colorado is the first state to set up 
a paid-leave program through a 
public vote, instead of through the 
legislative branch. FAMLI opened 
Colorado’s application portal (called 
My FAMLI+) in late November to 
allow workers who need leave right 
at the beginning of 2024 to get their 
claims filed in advance.

“We’re proud to have built a claims 
application system that makes it as 
simple as possible for Colorado work-
ers to access this important benefit,” 
said FAMLI Division Director Tracy 
Marshall. “Most Coloradans have 
been paying FAMLI premiums for a 
year now, and we’re excited to have 
reached the important milestone of is-
suing our first set of benefit payments.”

As of Dec. 31, 2023, Colorado had 
seen 5,213 claims filed. Of those, 
3,262 have been approved pending 
their leave start date:

• 69.4 percent of claims were to 
bond with a new child.

• 23.8 percent of claims were to 
manage a serious health condition.

• 5.8 percent of claims were to as-
sist a loved one facing a serious health 
condition.

• 0.78 percent of claims were to 
address their own health and safety 
needs following sexual assault, do-
mestic partner violence, harassment 
or stalking.

• 0.21 percent of claims were to 
address needs arising out of a fam-
ily member’s active duty military 
service.

The first set of approved wage-
replacement benefit payments will be 
distributed the week of Jan. 8. 

Claimants can choose to receive 
their payments directly to a bank-
ing account or on a reloading debit 
card. Anyone who filed a claim in 
advance needs to log into their My 
FAMLI+ account to let the division 
know their leave has officially begun 
before they will receive their first 
benefit payment.

As a reminder, anyone working for 
an employer that is using an ap-
proved private insurance plan should 
talk to their employers about apply-
ing for benefits with that plan instead 
of filing a claim through the state’s My 
FAMLI+ portal.

To help everyone navigate the 
process and get their questions an-
swered about applying for FAMLI 
benefits, the FAMLI Division has two 
upcoming statewide virtual town 
halls in English and Spanish:

• Jan. 10:
English: 11 a.m. to noon.

Spanish: 3 to 4 p.m.
• Feb. 1:
English: 11 a.m. to noon.
Spanish: 3 to 4 p.m.
Zoom registration and YouTube 

streaming details are available 
at  https ://famli.colorado.gov/
re s o u rc e s / f a m l i - e v e n t s ? u t m _
m e d i u m = g o v d e l i v e r y & u t m _
source=email.

For more details, check out famli.
colorado.gov to find how-to videos, 
user guides, webinar recordings and 
FAQs to help navigate the program.

Informative.
The Pagosa Springs SUN

970-264-2100



 Thursday, January 4, 2024 — The Pagosa Springs SUN — A7

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160)  • (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

H Got Gold? Get Cash! H
Turn your old, broken jewelry 

into CASH TODAY
We buy gold, 

silver, guns, 

ammo and 
more.

Need $100? Need $5,000? 
Come see us now!

$ CASH LOANS $
Short-term loans based on collateral only, we take collateral on the following:

Cars • Trucks • Trailers • ATVs • Motorcycles 
Guns • Gold • Jewelry • Silver & More

970-731-4701 
www.RGBank.bank

Member FDIC

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
7-Month Special
3.740% APY*

Minimum balance to open this CD Special is $10,000. 
This CD Special is offered for a limited time. 

Also available for an Individual Retirement Account (IRA).  
*Annual Percentage Yield. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. This 7 month CD or IRA special 

will automatically renew at the end of the term for 6 months. Fees incurred on the account may 
reduce earnings. Minimum balance to earn APY on a CD or IRA is $1,000. Effective June 21, 2023.

Equal Housing Lender

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT
6- or 12-month term

5.03% APY*
Minimum balance to open this CD is $1,000.

This CD is offered for a limited time.
Also available for an Individual Retirement Account (IRA).

*Annual Percentage Yield.  Substantial penalty for early withdrawal.  Fees incurred on the account may 
reduce earnings.  Minimum balance to earn APY on a CD or IRA is $1,000.  Effective January 2, 2024.

Straightforward Estate Planning
Wills • Trusts
Charlotte P. Yochem, Attorney*
charlotte@yochemlaw.com • 512-529-6288
southwestestateplanningltd.com
Pagosa Springs, Colorado
*Licensed to Practice Law in Colorado and Texas

County adopts changes to plan review regulations
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At its Dec. 5, 2023, meeting, the 
Archuleta County Board of County 
Commissioners (BoCC) approved 
changes to the Archuleta County 
Land Use Regulations (LUR) con-
cerning conceptual development 
plan reviews, general plan reviews 
and vested property rights by a 2-1 
decision.

Development Director Pamela 
Flowers explained that the language 
being discussed had not been used 
since she started at the county, but 
that she recently had an applicant 
who wished to present their project to 
the board for conceptual review prior 
to committing the funds for a full 
conditional use permit application.

She stated that the sections being 
altered provide an opportunity for an 
applicant to request the commission-
ers to vote on their general opinion 
of a project.

However, Flowers explained that, 
upon looking through the LUR sec-
tions more thoroughly, she found 
that the regulations include a vari-
ety of inconsistencies, and that she 
and County Attorney Todd Weaver 
decided to attempt to clarify the sec-
tions and make them more usable.

“That’s what this change is all 
about, getting clarity and consistency 
and a thorough, clean outline that we 
can actually execute consistently and 
be sure that we’re complying with all 
the requirements,” Flowers said, add-
ing that the language would allow an 
applicant to acquire a formal opinion 
on a project from the BoCC prior to 
formal approval.

In response to a question from 
Commissioner Ronnie Maez, Flowers 
explained that these changes are be-
ing implemented before the potential 
applicant submits an application for 
conceptual review.

She also explained that, without 
the review process, an applicant 
would have to submit a fully com-
pleted conditional use permit appli-
cation and have the Archuleta County 
Planning Commission and the BoCC 
approve or deny the application with 
no prior review.

Maez commented that, with the 
changes and growth in the com-
munity, the review process is “not a 
bad idea.”

Flowers reiterated that the pri-
mary goal of the changes is to make 
the conceptual review process clearer 
and remove the currently existing 
inconsistencies.

She then began reviewing the 
language, starting by noting changes 
to the review process and public no-

tice tables to clarify the requirements 
for various types of reviews.

Flowers explained that the amend-
ment also included clarifying chang-
es to the language describing the 
conceptual plan review processes 
and the associated vested rights re-
view processes.

Following a conceptual plan re-
view and an affirmative vote by the 
board, she stated that a project could 
be referred for a general plan review 
by the Planning Department and the 
planning commission.

That would involve additional 
detail, and the planning commission 
voting on the project and providing 
comments, she added.

Flowers stated that, unlike a con-
ceptual plan review, which occurs at 
a public meeting and where public 
comments may or may not be taken, 
a general plan review hearing is re-
quired to include public comments.

She explained that the planning 
commission’s vote and comments 
will then be relayed to the BoCC, 
which will then review and vote on 
the project.

She indicated that the BoCC can 
refer the project to the Planning De-
partment so that the application can 
move forward through the approval 
process or can refuse to endorse the 
project, although in this case the ap-
plicant can still seek approval of the 
project through the traditional plan-
ning approval process.

Flowers then reviewed the proce-
dures involving vested property 
rights, much of which she noted are 
taken from state statute and include 
minor clarifications.

She also presented the commis-
sioners with a flow chart of the plan 
review process that she intended to 
add to the LUR.

Commissioner Warren Brown 
asked County Attorney Todd Weaver 
if he reviewed the changes for legal 
compliance.

Weaver stated that he did and that, 
despite some minor changes he 
wished to propose in one paragraph, 
he believes that the changes clarify-
ing the review process would be 
valuable.

In response to a question from 
Maez, Weaver and Flowers added 
that these LUR changes are not relat-
ed to changes in zoning, but do allow 
an applicant to gain some assurances 
on the likely success of their project 
and learn of potential changes they 
might need to make to their project to 
address county or neighbor concerns.

Maez pointed out that the BoCC 
heard a presentation at a work ses-
sion from the Forest Park project on 
County Road 500 that was similar to 

a conceptual plan review.
Flowers stated that Forest Park is 

also the applicant that desires to un-
dertake the conceptual and general 
plan review process with the county.

She explained that the Forest Park 
project’s investors want additional 
feedback from the BoCC and the 
public on the project before moving 
forward with purchasing the land 
and investing in the engineering 
necessary to apply for a conditional 
use permit.

Maez commented that his “biggest 
hang up” on the LUR changes was 
that “one person is causing this 
change.”

Flowers stated that Forest Park 
asked to use the process, but that 
when she reviewed the associated 
regulations, she was unclear how 
to proceed, thus necessitating the 
clarifying changes.

Weaver added that the language is 
infrequently used and needs to be 
clarified to make it usable for future 
applicants.

Maez questioned how older sub-
divisions such as the Crowley Ranch 
Reserve near Chromo or Aspen 
Springs were established.

Flowers explained that she was 
unsure, although the county did not 
have a LUR in place at the time and 
that these changes were intended to 
clarify how applicants can seek an-
other opportunity for review.

In response to a comment from 
Maez about the changes adding 
bureaucracy, Flowers stated that the 
changes are intended to clarify cur-
rently existing bureaucracy. 

Weaver commented that the con-
ceptual review process gives a lower-
cost option for review by the BoCC 
than having to complete the entire 
subdivision or conditional use permit 
process prior to the project going 
before the BoCC.

Flowers echoed Weaver’s com-
ments about the plan review process 
providing a lower-cost and lower-
risk approach to having a project 
reviewed.

Brown commented that he feels it 
is useful to clarify this process and 
make it a “useful tool” no matter who 
is driving the clarifications.

Maez countered, commenting 
that he sees the issue differently be-
cause one entity is driving it, although 
he indicated that he would support 
the changes if they came from Flow-
ers reviewing county regulations 
independent of planned projects.

Commissioner Veronica Medina 
commented that she sees the situa-
tion as being similar to the issues with 
flag regulations in the LUR where one 
business made the county aware of 

the issue, but they have a broader 
impact.

Flowers added that clarifying the 
process and having it used might 
encourage others to use the process 
as well.

Weaver then presented his pro-
posed changes to the board, primar-
ily involving clarifying language to 
state which steps of review involve 
public hearings or meetings.

Flowers added that the changes 
were reviewed and unanimously ap-
proved by the planning commission 
at its Oct. 25, 2023, meeting.

She also clarified that she brought 
forward the revisions due to her 
concerns about the current review 
process being unclear and not on the 
behalf of a specific applicant.

Maez commented that he sup-
ported the changes to the LUR, but 
reiterated that he objects to the way 
the changes came about and were 
presented.

The board then heard public com-
ment from Bill Hudson supporting 
the changes, who noted that the 
process was used in 2010 and 2011 
and that he felt it was “effective” at 
that time.

Maez then commented that the 
regulations do need to be changed, 
but that he believes that the changes 
were driven by one developer bring-
ing the problems to the county’s 
attention.

Flowers replied that the developer 
asked for a conceptual plan review 
and that the change was triggered by 
her and Weaver being unable to de-
termine how to enforce the currently 
existing language.

“It shouldn’t matter who brought it 
to my attention, but when I looked 
through it and was asked to execute it, 
it wasn’t executable and so I wanted to 
make it executable, and that’s truly all it 
is,” Flowers said, adding that she would 
do the same for any other process that 
she discovered she could not execute.

Maez commented that the county 
needs to be constantly reviewing 
the LUR, which Flowers expressed 
agreement with and noted that she 
frequently brings LUR changes to 
the BoCC.

Brown then made a motion to 
adopt the changes with the amend-
ments Weaver suggested, which 
Medina seconded.

Before the vote, Maez noted that 
he has his “principles,” adding, “I 
do believe in this change, but I can’t 
support it for the reasons of how or 
what triggered this change.”

The board then voted 2-1 to ap-
prove the changes, with Brown and 
Medina voting for and Maez against.

josh@pagosasun.com

Paul Hansen appointed to PAWSD board
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At its Dec. 14, 2023, meeting, the 
Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation 
District (PAWSD) Board of Directors 
accepted the resignation of former 
board member Peter Hurley and ap-
pointed Paul Hansen to the empty 
seat on the board.

PAWSD board chairman Jim Smith 
explained that Hurley sent him an 
email on Nov. 20, 2023, indicating 
that he was resigning from the board 
immediately, that he enjoys working 
with Smith, and that he wishes Smith 
and the board the “best in the future.”

The board then moved on to dis-
cuss filling the vacancy, with Smith 
stating that former PAWSD board 
member Paul Hansen was in the 
audience and asking Hansen if he 
would be willing to be appointed to 
fill Hurley’s remaining time as a board 
member.

Hansen stated that he would be 
willing to do so.

PAWSD board member Bill Hud-
son asked if anyone else in the audi-
ence would be interested in filling 
the vacancy, which garnered no 
responses.

PAWSD board member Glenn 
Walsh noted that there have been 

several opportunities recently to join 
the board given resignations of board 
members and that he supported tak-
ing the minimum steps to notice the 
vacancy since he did not sense that 
there is “intense” interest or compe-
tition in the community to serve on 
the board.

In response to Walsh, PAWSD 
General Manager Renee Lewis in-
dicated that there is no requirement 
in the PAWSD bylaws or state statute 
for the district to notice a board 
vacancy.

“So, to some extent, we have gone 
above and beyond because we put 
it on the agenda today,” Lewis said, 

adding that the district typically gives 
more notice of vacancies but that it 
would be acceptable for the board to 
make an appointment at the meeting.

The board then unanimously 
voted to appoint Hansen.

Following this, Hansen was sworn 
in and participated in the remainder 
of the meeting as a board member.

josh@pagosasun.com

Nominations sought for Noxious 
Weed Advisory Committee
Colorado Department of Agriculture

The Colorado Noxious Weed Ad-
visory Committee, a critical link 
between the citizens of Colorado and 
the Colorado Department of Agricul-
ture, is seeking nominations to fill 
three vacant positions representing 
the interests of a public or private 
weed scientist, a municipal govern-
ment representative and a county 
government representative.

The primary responsibility of the 

committee is to discuss Colorado’s 
weed management challenges and 
craft solutions that best reflect public 
and private interests. The commit-
tee makes recommendations to the 
department concerning designation 
and classification of state noxious 
weeds; development and implemen-
tation of state weed management 
plans; and prescribed techniques 
for eradication, containment and 
suppression of state noxious weeds.

“The members of this committee 
play an important role in shaping De-
partment and State policy concerning 
noxious weeds. Their recommenda-
tions help protect landowners, agri-
cultural lands and the environment,” 
said Patty York, the noxious weed 

program manager.
The committee’s 17 members are 

appointed by the commissioner of 
agriculture and represent varying 
interests and geographic locations on 
the committee. Members serve two-
year terms and the committee meets 
quarterly, with most meetings occur-
ring at the department’s Broomfield 
office and including a virtual option. 
At least one meeting and correspond-
ing field trip are usually held out of 
the Denver area annually. 

Nominations must be submitted 
through an online application form 
no later than Jan. 24. For more 
information, please visit https://
ag.colorado.gov/conservation/nox-
ious-weeds/advisory-committee.

Thanks
Walmart 
employees

I was so appreciative of the vehicle 
assistance I received on Friday, Dec. 
29, by two Walmart employees. I can’t 
thank Dominic and Erica enough for 
helping to get my car running.

Their kindness was beyond words. 
We have such wonderful residents in 
Pagosa.

Gina Willis

Thank you 
for supporting 

our advertisers!
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COVID-19 pandemic where the gate 
to the PAWSD administrative offices 
at 100 Lyn Ave. was normally shut and 
customers had to call the office to be 
admitted to speak with staff, although 
bills could still be paid at a drop box 
outside the gate.

PAWSD board member Glenn 
Walsh indicated that he might also 
support “focusing” the hours the 
office is open and asked how many 
people pay their bills in person.

Ramsey indicated that “very few” 
customers pay in person, and Admin-
istrative Assistant Cyndi Foster added 
that most customers who visit the 
PAWSD offices have complaints or 
problems they wish to bring to staff.

Business Manager Aaron Burns 
stated that having the gate closed 
makes the office more “secure” and 
that incidents where staff feel threat-
ened are increasing in regularity, 
which raised concerns for him about 
staff retention.

The group then discussed closing 
the gates, with Walsh noting that 
there is a difference between the 
measures that should be taken to 
protect “stuff” and “people.”

He added that securing the build-
ings could lead to a “false sense of se-
curity” and that the district also needs 
to be “very assertive” in involving law 
enforcement in addressing threats, 
thefts and disturbances.

In response to a question from 

PAWSD board member Paul Hansen, 
Burns explained that the district and 
its customers had limited difficulties 
when the offices were partially closed 
during COVID-19.

Burns stated that the security 
measures the district intends to 
implement include replacing and 
upgrading security cameras, and 
additional steps to secure access to 
the buildings.

In the interview, Ramsey stated 
that some of the security improve-
ments in the buildings might include 
plexiglass to separate staff from cus-
tomers and improved door-locking 
systems for the buildings to reduce 
public access to staff areas.

At the meeting, PAWSD General 

Manager Renee Lewis commented 
that staff are “thankful” for the secu-
rity measures being taken and that 
they would “appreciate” the support 
of the board as well.

She added that she agreed with 
Walsh that the district should “push 
back against the lack of civility” and 
take steps to show the public such 
behavior will not be tolerated.

Lewis also commented that the 
current events are a “significant es-
calation” from incidents during her 
previous tenure at PAWSD from 2010 
through 2017.

She stated that conversations with 
Town of Pagosa Springs staff suggest-
ed a similar escalation in customer 
behavior, although Lewis noted that 

the town houses the Pagosa Springs 
Police Department in its offices, 
which may act as a deterrent.

Following further discussion of 
the security benefits of closing the 
gate and potentially limiting hours, 
PAWSD board chairman Jim Smith 
proposed that the district temporarily 
return to COVID-19 protocols con-
cerning the office being open until 
further security improvements are 
investigated.

“I think it’s a temporary measure 
until we figure out what we’re going 
to do and what makes sense,” Ramsey 
said.

Ramsey added in the interview 
that the new operations at the PAWSD 
offices would likely begin early in 

2024 and would include restricted 
hours that the office is open and 
customers needing to call the office to 
be admitted to the complex to speak 
with PAWSD staff.

He stated that the limited number 
of customers who pay their bills in 
person will be able to deposit them 
in the drop box outside the gate to 
the offices.

Ramsey concluded by reiterating 
that this set of procedures caused 
few customer complaints during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and stating that 
PAWSD has previously invested in 
strong digital security systems, while 
its physical security investments have 
been less to this point.

josh@pagosasun.com

“I hate doing this,” Maez said, “but 
I still have to do it. We still have to 
do our job, and sometimes our job 
sucks.”

At Woodman’s request, Maez then 
read the letter, which stated that 
Woodman “posted a position that was 
not budgeted without the approval 
of the board” and that he “was previ-
ously warned about acting outside 
his authority level” concerning the 
signing of the Rippling contract.

Commissioner Warren Brown 
explained that Woodman came 
to him and presented the bids the 
county received for janitorial ser-
vices, which Brown indicated he felt 
were “really high” and Woodman 
suggested that the county could hire 
two full-time staff to perform clean-
ing for the county.

Brown stated that he responded 
that that was “a good idea” and rec-
ommended that Woodman “look 
into it.”

Brown then questioned if this 
conversation was part of the impetus 
for Woodman’s posting of the posi-
tions and if he “should bear some 
responsibility” for the events due the 
answer he gave Woodman.

He also questioned if, due to un-
specified “legal action that’s going 
on,” the warning could be “miscon-
strued as retaliatory.”

Brown concluded by noting that 
he posed both these questions to 
Weaver.

In response to a question from 
Maez, Brown explained that when 
“things that were not kosher” were 
occurring with a previous county 
manager, he did not recall a similar 

warning being considered.
Maez and Brown then discussed 

the issue further, with Brown explain-
ing that he asked Weaver if the county 
should take a different approach than 
the warning to remain consistent with 
past events.

Maez noted that past events 
should not bear on the current situ-
ation and that the previous situation 
was different and involved the im-
mediate resignation of the person 
involved.

Commissioner Veronica Medina 
explained that she had a similar con-
versation with Woodman as Brown 
described but that she did not feel 
that she gave him “direction” on the 
issue.

She added that the BoCC being 
presented with items such as requests 
for proposals (RFPs) or job postings 
and being able to make decisions on 
them in public meetings is important.

Maez stated that he discussed that 
he does not like being “blindsided” 
with Woodman in the past and that 
he only learned about the positions 
being posted due to looking at the 
website.

After this, Maez explained that he 
contacted Weaver to ensure his re-
sponse was “appropriate” and “in my 
bounds” prior to contacting Wood-
man, where Woodman explained 
that the high bids motivated the job 
postings.

Maez noted that, if any direction 
was given, it was given incorrectly 
and should have occurred in a work 
session where all commissioners 
could review the job postings.

He commented that Woodman 
knows that he cannot add jobs with-

out commissioner approval, which 
Woodman expressed agreement 
with, and that he should seek ap-
proval from the board for actions 
outside his authority.

Maez added that, if the BoCC does 
not issue a warning and a similar inci-
dent occurs again, “it’s on us.”

Medina expressed agreement with 
this statement.

Brown stated that he was not 
“beating up” issuing the warning, but 
that he did not want to “inadvertently 
be part of what’s caused this to come 
about,” adding that he believes Wood-
man frequently brings issues to all 
three commissioners for their review 
and opinions.

Maez asked Brown if he felt that 
he gave Woodman direction on the 
issue, to which he responded that he 
did not and that he was not “arguing” 
the issue.

Maez commented that, in his ini-
tial conversation with Woodman 
about the postings, he asked him 
if he had been given direction and 
Woodman responded that the other 
two commissioners knew about the 
bids and associated issues.

Maez indicated that he questioned 
why he was not informed about the 
situation and stated that Woodman 
should have called him about the 
issue.

Medina then commented on other 
issues where Woodman has made 
decisions contradictory to what the 
BoCC discussed, including a decision 
to give a flat amount of money for 
end-of-the year employee bonuses 
instead of accounting for taxation to 
ensure the bonuses post-tax came in 
at a round number.

“There is, I think, at times you take 
the liberty in changing things just a 
bit to make it easier on your staff,” Me-
dina said. “When the commissioners 
do make an action and put it forward, 
that’s the action that should actually 
be taken, not adjusted because of 
whatever reason. So ... I feel like this is 
a good way just to document ... this.”

Maez noted that these events are 
not part of the warning, which Me-
dina agreed with, though she stated 
that it fell under Woodman making 
decisions without commissioner 
approval.

Woodman asked if he could pro-
vide a written comment to be at-
tached to the warning. 

Maez stated he could.
Woodman then provided com-

ments on the cleaning job postings, 
beginning by taking responsibility for 
the issues with the Rippling contract.

He stated that Maez was absent 
when the cleaning bids came in and 
the job postings were made and that, 
although he could have called him 
and did not, he did present the issue 
to the BoCC at its next work session 
where he knew the topic would be on 
the agenda.

He added that he discussed the 
issue with Brown and Medina be-
cause they were present at the time 
and they stated that he should “look 
into” bringing cleaning services 
within the county.

“My attempt at doing this was 
leaning forward — I didn’t add 
anything, I didn’t add positions, we 
didn’t hire anybody — it was leaning 
forward to see what the opportu-
nity was within our community of 
interest,” Woodman said. “Nobody’s 

hired, there were no positions added 
because that is a board decision. I 
know that. I don’t add positions. I 
don’t. I haven’t. And so it’s ... leaning 
forward to be able to provide you, the 
commissioners, the best information 
that is possible of, ‘Yeah, we can do 
this,’ ‘No, we can’t do it,’ ‘Here’s what 
it might cost us,’ ‘Here’s what the 
alternative is.’ 

“Being a good steward of county 
funds, I thought that an extra $100,000 
was excessive, I’ll be honest with you. 
But this is no surprise. I told all three 
of you this while they were out for RFP 
of what I felt would be most appropri-
ate is to bring it in house. And, when 
the RFP came back with that dollar 
amount, it was like, ‘Holy crap, that’s 
an extra $100,000 over two people.’ So, 
did I do it? Yes, absolutely I did it. It 
was a fact-finding, information gather-
ing. Not a hiring. Nobody was hired. 
And I can certainly see how it could be 
perceived that that information may 
have led to belief that I actually created 
two positions, but I didn’t.”

Maez and Woodman then debated 
if the job postings counted as infor-
mation seeking, with Maez question-
ing Woodman seeking job applicants 
for positions that do not exist and 
Woodman stating that county fre-
quently seeks information and posts 
RFPs without being committed to 
selecting a bidder from among the 
applicants.

Maez added that Woodman 
should have discussed posting the 
jobs and sought approval at the 
Dec. 5 BoCC work session where the 
cleaning bids were discussed prior to 
posting them.

Another dispute followed where 

Maez stated that Woodman put out 
the job postings prior to the BoCC 
making a decision on how cleaning 
services will be secured and Wood-
man characterized the postings as 
“fact finding” and noted that no one 
was hired.

Maez commented that the posi-
tions were not filled because he di-
rected Woodman to take them down, 
which Woodman stated that he did 
the next day.

“And I appreciate that, I really do,” 
Maez responded. “But, the thing is ... 
you know, unfortunately, we still have 
to do what we have to do.”

Woodman commented that he did 
not disagree with this and that he was 
providing his comments on the issue.

Following a brief discussion where 
Woodman indicated he would pro-
vide written comments mirroring 
what he stated in the meeting, Wood-
man and Maez agreed that they 
should finish delivering the letter and 
move forward, with Maez emphasiz-
ing the need to “govern our actions 
in the future.”

The meeting concluded with the 
board discussing the logistics of Wood-
man providing his comment and Medi-
na noting for the record that she asked 
other county staff to leave the room 
following a consultation with counsel 
because she did not feel that other staff 
being present was “appropriate.”

Maez commented that, although 
he understood the reasons why it 
might be beneficial for administrative 
staff to not be present, the meeting 
was public and staff had the right to 
attend.

Maez then closed the meeting.
josh@pagosasun.com

Warning
n Continued from front

year has been an honor. I have 
learned so much about running a 
school, myself, and leadership. As I 
approach the end of my five years at 
PPOS, I look toward the next steps in 
my career. I plan to use what I have 
learned here to support other charter 
schools and organizations with orga-
nizational change and development,” 
Reali-Crossland’s letter states.

It continues, “As we enter the sec-
ond half of the school year, I want to 
let the board know I will not return to 
PPOS as the School Director for the 
24-25 school year. For the remainder 
of this school year, I look forward 
to continuing my duties and giving 
110% to PPOS. Six months’ notice 
may seem unique. However, hiring in 
education is a very unique situation. 
To ensure you have the opportunity 
to attract the highest caliber of appli-
cants, I encourage the board to start 

the hiring process soon.
“I appreciate the support I have 

received from the board, staff, and 
families over the years. I hope to find 
a way after June 30th, 2024 to offer 
my support back to PPOS and the 
new director.”

The board discussed routes for 
moving forward, including looking 
more into budgeting for a grant writer 
(something Reali-Crossland does) or 
fundraising/volunteer coordinator, 
putting together a subcommittee, 
creating an updated organizational 
chart and looking at updated job 
descriptions.

At the same meeting, the board 
opted to keep its current schedule 
of meeting the third Wednesday of 
each month, except for July (when 
there is no regular meeting) and 
December, with the board opting to 
meet Dec. 8.

randi@pagosasun.com

Resignation
n Continued from front

Open
n Continued from front
aged, but walk-in support is pos-
sible. Evans will provide assistance 
with health insurance applications 
for the Connect for Health Colorado 
exchange, Medicaid and Child Health 
Plans Plus (CHP+). She can also as-
sist community members in getting 
connected with health care and other 
resources. 

Wilson highlighted that open en-
rollment for the health insurance 
exchanges is open through Jan. 15 
and that appointments for assistance 
are available.

• Tobacco use prevention services 
include educational programs and 
cessation support. These services will 
be offered by Lacy Carpe.

• Nurse Family Partnership ser-
vices will be offered through a part-
nership with the La Plata County 
Public Health Department. Those 
interested can contact ACPHD staff, 
who will work to connect them with 
program staff.

• Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants and 
Children (WIC) is offered for families 

SUN photo/Josh Pike
Archuleta County Public Health Department Health Navigator Karen Evans 
prepares to receive clients for health insurance navigation and health care 
connection assistance. Open enrollment for health insurance through 
Connect for Health Colorado is open until Jan. 15, and Evans has ap-
pointments available to assist area residents in enrolling.

with children under 5 years old and 
pregnant mothers. These services will 
be offered by Inez Lobato, who pro-
vided WIC services for SJBPH. These 
services are also offered in Spanish.

According to Wilson, the ACPHD 
will initially offer clinic services one 
day a week on Fridays with a first day 
planned for Jan. 26. 

The clinic staff includes Medical 
Director Dr. Dave Shaeffer, nurses 
Shelby Aragon and Kelly Blocki, and 
support staff Lisa Sanchez and Berk-
lee Ruthhardt.

She states that the clinic services 
will include sexually transmitted in-
fection (STI) testing and treatment; 
pregnancy testing; immunizations, 
including routine child and adult 
immunizations and COVID-19 vac-
cines; and tuberculosis testing and 
treatment if tuberculosis is confirmed.

Wilson notes that the days for 
clinic services are planned to expand 
throughout the year.

She also stated in an interview that 
the fees for clinic services are in line 
with those charged by SJBPH, al-
though she indicated that she hopes 

to work on reducing costs where pos-
sible in the future.

In an interview, Water Quality 
Manager Kevin Torrez explained 
that the Water Quality Department 
offers a range of services related to 
on-site wastewater treatment systems 
(OWTS), including permitting, trans-
fer of title reinspections and retroac-
tive OWTS permitting for currently 
operating, unpermitted systems.

He steered those interested in or 
needing OWTS permitting to the 
Water Quality Department website 
at https://www.archuletacounty.
org/754/Water-Quality-Department, 
which he explained contains contact 
information for department staff, 
permitting documents and addi-
tional information, such as lists of 
companies that provide OWTS engi-
neering and installation in the area.

Torrez indicated that those seek-
ing an OWTS permit for new con-
struction or who are planning on an 
alteration, change of use or minor 
repair to an existing system should 
begin by contacting department staff 
and completing a permit application, 
which is available on the department 
website.

He explained that an alteration 
involves changes to the design of an 
existing OWTS, while a change of use 
involves additional users or a new 
service connection being added to 
an existing system whose design is 
planned to remain unchanged.

A minor repair, Torrez stated, in-
volves the replacement of compo-
nents of the OWTS system without 
changes to its use.

He added that such a repair might 
require an emergency use permit at 
an additional cost depending on the 
timeframe for the repair.

The minor repair permit docu-
mentation adds that the replacement 
of OWTS components not involved 
in the treatment of waste does not 
constitute a minor repair and does 
not require a permit.

Torrez stated that retroactive per-
mitting of an existing unpermitted 
OWTS system follows a similar pro-
cess to permitting of a new OWTS 
system.

The fees for a new construction 
OWTS permit are $1,023, $973 for an 
alteration permit, $473 for a change-
of-use permit and $373 for a minor 
repair permit, Torrez stated.

In a change from SJBPH, Torrez 
explained that the department issues 
emergency use permits for the opera-
tion of OWTS that are malfunctioning 
and deemed to be creating a risk for 
the public.

He stated that these permits can 
be issued for a 30-, 60- or 90-day du-
ration depending on the severity of 
the problem and feasibility of fixing 
it given current weather conditions.

He added they are intended to 
create a pathway for a malfunctioning 
system to continue operating while 
repairs are made and to incentivize 
quick repair of the system through 
the permit costs.

He explained that the fee for such 
a permit is $40 per month and that, if 
the permit expires before a repair is 
completed, a new permit may be is-
sued or the system may be shut down.

He added that new permits will be 
handled by himself and Water Quality 
Specialist Katie Neher.

Transfer of title and associated 
paperwork and reinspections will be 
handled by Water Quality Technician 
Danielle Brower, Torrez explained.

He added that the department 
also performs plan reviews for proj-
ects that involve OWTS systems as 
part of the planning approval process.

Overall, Torrez noted that the fees 
for the Water Quality Department 
remain in line with those charged 
by SJBPH.

Transitions and  
next steps

In an interview, Wilson indicated 
that the ACPHD has plans for expan-
sion and additional programs for 
the year, including expanded clinic 
services and the addition of a grant-
funded air quality program.

She explained that the air quality 
program will be funded by a U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
grant that is being transferred from 
SJBPH and will include the addition 
of a staff member.

She stated that the transfer of the 
grant will occur later in the year, but 
that the ACPHD was able to secure 
funding to hire and onboard the staff 
member sooner and that the program 
will likely launch for the public in the 
summer.

Wilson indicated that the program 
will likely include a publicly acces-
sible air quality dashboard providing 
real-time data to inform residents 
about air quality risks in addition to 
information on the linkages between 
poor air quality and conditions like 
asthma or chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease.

She stated that the program will 
also include the placement of air 

quality monitoring equipment in the 
area and outreach to the public about 
air quality and its health impacts.

Clinic services are planned to 
expand over the course of 2024, Wil-
son explained, including additional 
days the clinic will be open and ad-
ditional services and partners being 
involved.

She stated that her goal is to have 
the clinic open three days a week by 
the end of 2024 with the potential 
for it to be open five days a week in 
the future if the community need 
supports this.

“I want to be really conscious 
about meeting the need and not as-
n See Open A9
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Informative.
The Pagosa Springs SUN

970-264-2100
n See Review A11

Daniel L. Fiedler
Attorney at Law

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts 
Probate • Elder Law

970-507-8528 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

next to Restoration Church, behind City Market

Attorney

Accounting

Professional 
Directory

Storage & Office

Pagosa Springs 
Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place
behind Home Expo Center

Prices start 
at $2500

Sizes available: 5’x5’, 5’x10’,
10’x10’, 10’x15’, 10’x20’, and 10’x30’

For rental information call
Chris (970) 749-2867

JJ Accounting 
Services

264-5330 • 80 County Road 600 • FAX 264-4451

We can assist you with the following:
• Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
• Payroll and Payroll Taxes • W2s & 1099s
• Income Taxes:

Personal • LLC • Partnerships
Corporations • Electronic Filing

For town boundaries, eligibility, 
or more info call 264-4151 or visit
www.pagosasprings.co.gov

town of  
pagosa springs
municipal 
election
april 2, 2024  •  7 am  — 7 pm
Town Hall
This is a mail ballot 
election

Get  
Involved.
Now is your chance to be part 
of the decisions made by the 
Pagosa Springs Town Council.

Here’s 
how.
The three at-large seats on Town 
Council will be up for election on 
April 2, 2024.
Candidate packets, information, 
and requirements will be available 
beginning January 2, at Town 
Hall. Information can be found 
on the town’s website: www.
pagosasprings.co.gov.
All candidate packets are due 
January 22.

EXCAVATION WORK THAT MAKES THE GRADE

DRIVEWAYS • FOUNDATIONS • PONDS • BACKFILLING
FILL DIRT & GRAVEL HAULING • SEPTIC SYSTEMS • UTILITY WORK

Schedule 

your project 

today!

SNOW REMOVAL
Ranch Driveways • Driveways • Roofs

Call today to get on our client list now for better rates

970-507-1542 
42belowconstructioncompany@gmail.com

Local and Proudly Serving 
Pagosa Springs for seven years

YEAR IN
REVIEW20

23

2023 was an interesting year in Pagosa Country. There was no want for 
good news, bad news, controversial issues, and no lack of interesting news to 
keep SUN readers focused on local events, situations and personalities.

The SUN is taking a look back at some of those events, selected by SUN staff 
writers. This week, we look back at April, May and June.

suming the need,” Wilson said, add-
ing that the clinic will open late in 
January due to the need to complete 
certain tasks to recertify the clinic 
under ACPHD operation.

She added that additional clinic 
services would be guided by the com-
munity needs.

Wilson cited that the clinic might 
offer “low-level” health services to 
assist the large number of uninsured 
people in the community.

The services the clinic hopes to 
add include breast and cervical 
cancer screenings through Women’s 
Wellness Connection, Wilson ex-
plained, adding that the program 
can also provide financial support 
for referrals out for mammograms or 
other procedures.

She stated that the ACPHD also 
hopes to partner with Axis Health 
Systems or another agency to provide 
family planning services through 
Colorado Title X funding.

She indicated that Axis currently 
holds this funding in the community 
and that ACPHD hopes to partner 
with it to provide remote services 
at the department’s offices to help 
people living in the downtown area 
access this resource.

Wilson added that she intends to 
pursue partnerships with other orga-
nizations who can utilize the depart-
ment’s clinic space and to continue 
conversations with the community to 
determine what other services might 
be beneficial, particularly for those 
who cannot afford to access the medi-
cal services available in the area.

To help guide the process of ex-
panding services, Wilson explained 
that she hopes to use data from the 
recent SJBPH Community Health 
Assessment in addition to local data 
sources to determine what public 
health needs and data gaps exist in 
the community.

She explained that this process 
will likely occupy much of the de-
partment’s and the Archuleta County 
Board of Health’s first year, with the 
development of a five-year plan for 

public heath to come afterward.
The ACPHD is pursuing grant 

funding to support its strategic plan-
ning efforts, Wilson added.

For the Water Quality Depart-
ment, Torrez noted that his staff 
worked with and learned from SJBPH 
staff during the transition and are 
focused on being “the best water 
quality team we can.”

He stated there are areas he be-
lieves the team can improve on from 
SJBPH and highlighted that one of 
his team’s biggest strengths is being 
“people people” and problem solvers.

Torrez stated that identifying and 
facilitating the repair of OWTS with 
existing problems is a priority, as well 
as continuing to build relationships 
with local builders, engineers and 
community members.

In addition, he explained that the 
water quality team is beginning train-
ing with the Colorado Department 
of Public Health and Environment 
to deliver educational programs and 
recommendations on testing for and 
addressing radon in local buildings.

He added that the team hopes to 
begin looking at implementing regu-
lations and performing inspections 
on swimming pools, spas and mineral 
baths in the area later this year.

Torrez commented that these 
regulations are a priority due to the 
hot springs in the area.

He stated that he is unsure when 
such regulations might be imple-
mented given the ongoing state rule-
making processes on pool regulations 
and uncertainties on when staff will 
be able to develop them.

The Archuleta County commis-
sioners and County Manager Derek 
Woodman also spoke with The SUN 
about their perspectives on the open-
ing of the ACPHD and Water Quality 
Department.

Commissioner Veronica Medina 
commented that she was “really 
happy” that the county had reached 
the opening day for its health depart-
ment.

“I’m happy we are where we’re at, 
and I’m comfortable in saying that all 

Archuleta County residents are going 
to be able to receive services that they 
may not have had access to previ-
ously,” she said. “So, I’m just really 
excited about what 2024 has in store 
for our health department.”

Commissioner Ronnie Maez com-
mented that he is pleased that the 
departments are “getting started” 
and under the control of Archuleta 
County citizens.

He added that he was particularly 
pleased that the county was able to 
continue the WIC program in the new 
department.

“I think that, for me, I am pleased 
and very excited to see all of the hard 
work that has been put into creating 
our new health department come 
to fruition,” Commissioner Warren 
Brown said. “And although I know 
that there will be challenges that we 
will face, I believe, based upon how 
far we’ve come in one calendar year, 
that we will be able to successfully 
handle anything that comes our way.”

Brown also spoke on the chal-
lenges that the county overcame 
in forming the health department, 
noting the doubts in the community 
whether the department could suc-
ceed and highlighting the contri-
butions of Wilson and the ACPHD 
staff, the County Health Department 
Transitional Advisory Committee 
and Woodman in enabling success.

“It’s always so pleasing when 
you’re met with a task not many 
people think you can actually com-
plete and then you complete it and 
it’s done very well, not just good, but 
very well,” he added.

Woodman commented that he is 
“extremely proud” of the county’s 
accomplishments in creating the 
ACPHD and assembling the depart-
ment’s staff.

“There were a lot of doubters ini-
tially and I think that collectively we 
— Archuleta County and our citizens 
— stepped up to the plate and really 
put our heads down and have cre-
ated something we are all proud of,” 
Woodman concluded.

josh@pagosasun.com
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April
• The dissolution of San Juan Basin 

Public Health (SJBPH) and the for-
mation of new county health depart-
ments and boards of health remained 
a topic of discussion at several meet-
ings moving into April.

• It was announced in early April 
that local scout Peyton Jackson 
earned his Eagle Scout. 

For his project, he built nest boxes 
with local community members in 
collaboration with the Weminuche 
Audubon Society. Jackson’s Eagle 
Scout project was aimed at helping to 
increase bird populations in the area. 

• An unidentified 16-year-old 
male from New Mexico was arrested 
on April 2 following an investigation 
stemming from a threat about an area 
school made on social media.

Around 7:30 a.m. on March 31, 
Archuleta School District (ASD) Su-
perintendent Rick Holt sent an email 
to district families notifying them 
that the previous night the district 
was made aware of a threat on social 
media.

An investigation then took place, 
and the suspect was arrested after a 
warrant was issued by the Colorado 
District Court for the arrest of the 
juvenile for “Interference with staff, 
faculty, or students of an educational 
institution C.R.S. 18-9-109.”

• At its April 4 meeting, the 
Archuleta County Board of County 
Commissioners (BoCC) approved 
contracts for magnesium chloride 
application and the reconstruction 
of Piedra Road.

• The Pagosa Springs High School 
(PSHS) track and field teams record-
ed a number of first-place finishes 
at the Abel Velasquez Invitational in 
Ignacio on April 8.

Pagosa’s effort at the meet in-
cluded a first-place finish for the Lady 
Pirate team. The Lady Pirates logged 
160 points on the day, with Durango 
tallying 96 to come in second among 
the 10 teams at the meet.

The Pirate boys’ team finished 
second out of 12 teams, with Dove 
Creek besting the Pirates by six 
points.

• On April 10, Archuleta County 
Coroner Brandon Bishop announced 

his resignation effective April 16.
Bishop announced via his resigna-

tion letter that he would be working 
with the Pagosa Springs Police De-
partment as a school resource officer.

• After Pagosa Fire Protection 
District (PFPD) personnel responded 
to a missing vehicle report on U.S. 160 
near milepost 160 on April 10, it was 
discovered that a 40-year-old man 
was killed after his semi with trailer 
went off the roadway on Wolf Creek 
Pass and traveled several hundred 
feet down a cliff.

“The missing vehicle was reported 
by the vehicle’s transport company,” 
the PFPD release notes, later explain-
ing, “A search of the area revealed 
the vehicle, a large cargo truck, to 
be over the edge of the roadway ap-
proximately 550 feet.” 

According to the Colorado State 
Patrol, the truck pulling the trailer 
was westbound when it traveled 
onto the westbound shoulder of the 
roadway and hit a concrete barrier.

The vehicle, a press release by the 
agency notes, traveled along the con-
crete barrier maintaining continuous 
contact before it overturned over 
the concrete barrier and continued 
to overturn an unknown number of 
times down a steep embankment/
cliff for an estimated 500 to 600 feet.

• ASD administrators and local law 
enforcement representatives held a 
community meeting on April 10 fol-
lowing the threat to an area school.

• In a special meeting on April 13, 
the BoCC named Steve Wadley the 
interim county coroner.

With a 2-1 vote, Wadley was ap-
pointed to the role effective April 17 
for a period not to exceed 30 days.

• Multiple issues affected Pagosa 
Country, including flooding and tele-
communications issues, the second 
week of April.

The week’s warmer temperatures 
led to runoff and flooding issues 
across Pagosa Country. The San Juan 
River peaked at 1,700 cubic feet per 
second (cfs) at midnight and 12:45 
a.m. on April 12 — above the medians 
for those times that are near 400 cfs.

The Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) closed Colo. 
151, with the agency announcing that 

motorists should expect a long-term 
closure due to flooding, erosion and 
road damage at the location of a 
culvert.

Other area roads also flooded.
Around the same time, guard rail 

installation taking place in La Plata 
County damaged fiber, knocking 
out most telecommunications in the 
community.

Local 911 calls were routed 
through Durango dispatch during 
the outage.

• On April 14, Sixth Judicial District 
Chief Judge Jeffrey Wilson issued 
an order granting a motion filed 
by Archuleta County to dismiss an 
election-related law suit filed against, 
among others, Archuleta County 
Manager Derek Woodman.

The case was filed on Oct. 5, 2022, 
by Bill Hudson, with Hudson alleg-
ing the county violated Colorado 
election law in creating pro and con 
statements for the Taxpayer’s Bill of 
Rights Notice for Ballot Issue 1A that 
was mailed to registered voters.

After a hearing was held on the 
matter and the election occurred, 
Wilson ruled the case was moot.

• In mid-April, it was announced 
that four members of PSHS’s Future 
Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 
chapter placed in the top 10 at the 
recent FBLA State Leadership Con-
ference. 

Jesse Beck placed third in Intro to 
Business Concepts, Jenna Jenkins 
nabbed a top-10 placement in Mar-
keting Concepts, and Abigail and 
Olivia Nehring took first in Digital 
Animation. 

Beck, Abigail Nehring and Olivia 
Nehring earned the chance to com-
pete at the national level in Atlanta, 
Ga., over the summer.

• It was also announced in April 
that the San Juan National Forest 
Pagosa Ranger District had recently 
completed the scoping phase of 
the Jackson Mountain Landscape 
Project. 

The forest reported that numerous 
comments were received during this 
process, primarily relating to the 
proposed gravel pit and recreational 
trail system.

The agency also stated that, after 
a thorough review of public, agency 
and internal comments, the district 
had decided not to move forward 
with consideration of the gravel pit 
or trail system as part of the envi-
ronmental analysis for the Jackson 
Mountain project.

• On April 18, the Archuleta Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office (ACSO) and Colo-
rado Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
announced that a body was located 
in Lake Pagosa and positively identi-
fied as 22-year-old Jeremiah Enriquez 
Villarreal, who was reported missing 
days earlier.

According to an April 17 ACSO 
press release, on April 16, Archuleta 

County Combined Dispatch received 
a report of a possible missing person, 
with law enforcement agencies be-
ginning a preliminary investigation.

A full-scale investigation began 
the following day.

• At its meeting on April 28, the 
Pagosa Peak Open School Board of 
Directors voted to accept the resig-
nations of a pair of board members 
— President Ursala Hudson and 
Treasurer Julie Simmons.

• On April 20, the Pagosa Springs 
Town Council appointed Leonard 
Martinez to serve out the remainder 
of former council member Jeff Posey’s 
term, which ends in April 2024.

The seat was left vacant after 
Posey’s recent resignation. In 2021, 
the council appointed Posey, filling 
a previous vacancy.

• At the same meeting, the council 
voted on the second reading of Ordi-
nance 995, creating the framework 
for the council to implement a fee 
on STRs.

Revenue collected from the fee 
was set to go into a restricted line in 
the town’s budget for use on work-
force housing projects and programs.

Later in the meeting, the council 
set the fee at $500 per year.

• On April 20, the town council 
approved a letter from Town Attorney 
Bob Cole to Archuleta County Attor-
ney Todd Weaver. 

The letter concerns the county 
justice center’s alleged violation of 
the town’s building codes and states 
the town plans to “withhold a certifi-
cate of occupancy for the Archuleta 
Justice Center” unless the county 
“complies with all conditions” that 
would bring the building into compli-
ance with the town’s Land Use and 
Development Code.

The building, which sits within 
town limits, was originally approved 
by the Pagosa Springs Planning Com-
mission, sitting as the Design Review 
Board, and was awarded a temporary 
certificate of occupancy, but had to 
meet conditions for a permanent cer-
tificate of occupancy, “which among 
other things require the County to 
screen from view rooftop appurte-
nances, such as mechanical equip-
ment and antennas,” the letter states.

• Colo. 151 was reopened to two-
way traffic on April 21.

• Lady Pirate runner Rylie Carr set 

a new school record at the April 22 
Ron Keller Invitational in Durango, 
running the 100-meter dash in 12.58 
seconds.

According to coach Connie 
O’Donnell, Carr beat a record set in 
2006 by Nikki Kinkead.

• At its April 25 work session, the 
Archuleta County Board of County 
Commissioners (BoCC) directed staff 
to close the Pagosa Junction bridge 
on County Road 500 and discussed 
imposing weight limits on the lower 
section of the road.

Public Works Director Kevin 
Pogue opened the discussion by 
noting that issues with the bridge 
were ongoing and that, following 
an inspection in October 2022, the 
county received a letter from CDOT 
giving the county 90 days to repair the 
bridge, although nothing had been 
done yet.

• The same day, the BoCC ap-
pointed Bradley Hunt as the new 
county coroner at a special meeting.

This appointment follows the res-
ignation of Bishop effective April 
16 and the April 13 appointment of 
Wadley as interim coroner to serve 
following Bishop’s departure and 
until a more permanent appointment 
could be made.

• At a special meeting on April 25, 
the ASD Board of Education voted 
to move forward with a consultant 
to explore the possibility of putting 
a mill levy override (MLO) on the 
upcoming ballot.

In 2018, voters within the school 
district approved a $1.7 million MLO, 
which was set to sunset in 2025. Due 
to the state offering free full-day 
kindergarten (one of four initiatives 
listed for the district’s MLO revenue), 
the district was collecting $1.5 million 
for the MLO.
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Play hard, 
Pirates!

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 

2023-009
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with re-
gard to the following described Deed of Trust:
On October 26, 2023, the undersigned Public Trustee 
caused the Notice of Election and Demand relating to 
the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the 
County of Archuleta records.
Original Grantor(s) Justin Travis Fowler
Original Beneficiary(ies) Terry Jackson
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt Terry Jackson
Date of Deed of Trust September 21, 2016
County of Recording Archuleta
Recording Date of Deed of Trust September 26, 2016
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/
Page No.) 21606226 
Original Principal Amount $54,000.00
Outstanding Principal Balance $55,229.40
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby noti-
fied that the covenants of the deed of trust have been 
violated as follows:  Failure to pay principal and interest 
when due together with all other payments provided for 
in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of trust and 
other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST 
LIEN.
Lot 11 of Block 7 in ASPEN SPRINGS
SUBDIVISION NO. 3, according to the
plat thereof filed for record July 6, l97l as
Reception No. 74567, being an
Amendment of the plat of Aspen Springs
Ranch Subdivision No. 3, filed on April 9,
1971 as Reception No. 74284
Also known by street and number as: 514 Echo 
Lane, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF 
THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY 
THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.

NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by 
the Deed of Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of 
Election and Demand for sale as provided by law and 
in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at 
public auction, at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, 02/22/2024, 
at the Archuleta County Treasurer’s Office at 449 San 
Juan St. Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, sell to the high-
est and best bidder for cash, the said real property and 
all interest of the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and 
assigns therein, for the purpose of paying the indebt-
edness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured by 
the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses 
of sale and other items allowed by law, and will issue 
to the purchaser a Certificate of Purchase, all as pro-
vided by law. 
First Publication 12/28/2023

Last Publication 1/25/2024
Name of Publication Pagosa Springs Sun
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER 
DATE, THE DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF IN-
TENT TO CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO 
CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 10/26/2023
Elsa P. White, Public Trustee in and for the County of 
Archuleta, State of Colorado
By: Elsa P. White, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and 
bar registration number of the attorney(s) representing 
the legal holder of the indebtedness is:
Cantafio & Song PLLC 1875 Lawrence Street, Suite 
730,  Denver, CO 80202 (303) 813-1200
Attorney File # 514 Echo Lane
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is 
attempting to collect a debt. Any information provided 
may be used for that purpose.
Published Decmeber 23, January 4, 11, 18 & 25, 2023 
in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (221896)

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, 
COLORADO
Case Number: 2023CV30082
Court Address: 109 Harman Park Dr, Pagosa Springs, 
CO 81147
Phone Number: (970) 264-8160
Plaintiffs:
GARY D. IMHOFF and S. DENISE IMHOFF
v.
Defendants:
T. DUDLEY HOUSE and ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS 
WHO CLAIM ANY INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT MAT-
TER OF THIS ACTION.
Submitting Attorney:
Duke Eggleston, #24965
Eggleston Kosnik LLC
160 E. 12th St., Ste 7
Durango, CO 81301
Phone Number: (970) 403-1580  
E-mail: deggleston@e-klaw.com

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION 
PLAINTIFFS GARY D. IMHOFF and S. DENISE IM-
HOFF
TO THE BELOW NAMED DEFENDANTS: 
T. DUDLEY HOUSE AND ALL UKNOWN PERSONS 
WHO CLAIM ANY INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT MAT-
TER OF THIS ACTION
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to ap-
pear and defend against the claims of the complaint 
filed with the court in this action by filing with the clerk 
of this court an answer or other response.  You are 
required to file your answer or other response within 
35 days after the service of this summons upon you. 
Service of this summons shall be complete on the day 
of the last publication.  A copy of the complaint may be 

obtained from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the 
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the 
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered 
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the 
complaint without further notice.
This is an action to quiet the title of the Plaintiff in and to 
the real property situate in Archuleta County, Colorado, 
more particularly described as follows:
Lot 21 of Block 13 in AMENDED ASPEN SPRINGS 
SUBDIVISION NO. 2, according to the plat thereof filed 
for record June 15, 1971 as Reception No. 74503.
Respectfully Submitted this 27th day of November, 
2023.
Published in The Pagosa Sun
First Publication: December 7, 2023
Last Publication: January 4, 2024
Eggleston Kosnik LLC
/s/ Duke Eggleston
Duke Eggleston, #24965 
160 E. 12th St., Ste 7
Durango, CO  81301
(970) 403-1580
(222898)

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, 
COLORADO
Case Number: 2023CV30085
Court Address: 109 Harman Park Dr, Pagosa Springs, 
CO 81147
Phone Number: (970) 264-8160
Plaintiff:
LAURA KIM NOVAK
v.
Defendants:
JACK L. RICH; RICH ENTERPRISES and ALL UN-
KNOWN PERSONS WHO CLAIM ANY INTEREST IN 
THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS ACTION. 
Submitting Attorney:
Duke Eggleston, #24965
Eggleston Kosnik LLC
160 E. 12th St., Ste 7
Durango, CO 81301
Phone Number: (970) 403-1580  
E-mail: deggleston@e-klaw.com

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
PLAINTIFFS LAURA KIM NOVAK
TO THE BELOW NAMED DEFENDANTS: 
JACK L. RICH; RICH ENTERPRISES AND ALL 
UKNOWN PERSONS WHO CLAIM ANY INTEREST 
IN THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS ACTION
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to ap-
pear and defend against the claims of the complaint 
filed with the court in this action by filing with the clerk 
of this court an answer or other response.  You are 
required to file your answer or other response within 
35 days after the service of this summons upon you. 

Service of this summons shall be complete on the day 
of the last publication.  A copy of the complaint may be 
obtained from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the 
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the 
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered 
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the 
complaint without further notice.
This is an action to quiet the title of the Plaintiff in and to 
the real property situate in Archuleta County, Colorado, 
more particularly described as follows:
Lot 575, as recorded in the office of the County Clerk 
and Recorder of Archuleta County, Colorado on April 1, 
1991 in Book 326, Pages 10, 11 and 12 as Reception 
Number 0178458, situated in Aspen Springs Subdivi-
sion, Archuleta County, Colorado.
Respectfully Submitted this 8th day of December, 2023.
Published in The Pagosa Sun
First Publication: December 21, 2023
Last Publication: January 18, 2024
Eggleston Kosnik LLC
/s/ Duke Eggleston
Duke Eggleston, #24965 
160 E. 12th St., Ste 7
Durango, CO  81301
(970) 403-1580
(223888)

FOR PLANNING COMMISSIONERS HEARING ON 
July 26, 2023 ARX WIRELESS, has applied for a Board 
Conditional Use Permit for the CRMS  TOWER, on the 
PARCEL in MARTINEZ MOUNTAIN ESTATES at 246 
Horseshoe  Circle, Pagosa Springs, CO (PLN23-194). 
The property is zoned PLANNED UNIT  DEVELOP-
MENT. The proposal is to construct a new call tower 
for the area. 
Comments regarding this proposal may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development  Services-Planning De-
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147-
1507,  telephone: (970) 264-1390 or to Planning@
archuletacounty.org prior to the public  hearing by the 
Archuleta County Planning Commission on January 
24, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.  in the County Administration Of-
fice Meeting Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs.  
Public comment will be taken at the meeting. 
Published January 4 & 18, 2024  in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (22489)

Invitation to Bid:  The Town of Pagosa Springs is 
accepting proposals for the purchase of a New Dump 
Truck.  Responses due Monday, January 15, 2024, 
at 4pm. Please visit the Town’s website at www.pago-
sasprings.co.gov under the Bids & RFPs section for 
details and instructions.
Published December 28, 2023 & January 4, 2024 in 
The Pagosa Springs SUN. (224971)

Invitation to Bid:  The Town of Pagosa Springs is ac-
cepting proposals for the purchase of a New Hook Lift 
Truck.  Responses due Monday, January 15, 2024, at 
4pm. Please visit the Town’s website at www.pago-
sasprings.co.gov under the Bids & RFPs section for 
details and instructions.
Published December 28, 2023 & January 4, 2024 in 
The Pagosa Springs SUN. (224962)

Invitation to Bid:  The Town of Pagosa Springs is ac-
cepting proposals for the purchase of a New Mini Ex-
cavator.  Responses due Monday, January 15, 2024, 
at 4pm. Please visit the Town’s website at www.pago-
sasprings.co.gov under the Bids & RFPs section for 
details and instructions.
Published December 28, 2023 & January 4, 2024 in 
The Pagosa Springs SUN. (224975)

Invitation to Bid:  The Town of Pagosa Springs is 
accepting proposals for the purchase of a New Water 
Truck.  Responses due Monday, January 15, 2024, 
at 4pm. Please visit the Town’s website at www.pago-
sasprings.co.gov under the Bids & RFPs section for 
details and instructions.
Published December 28, 2023 & January 4, 2024 in 
The Pagosa Springs SUN. (224974)

Invitation to Bid:  The Town of Pagosa Springs is 
accepting proposals for the removal and replacement 
of two (2) HVAC Carrier Roof Top units located at the 
Pagosa Springs Community Center. Optional site vis-
its will be available January 8-12th.  Responses due 
Wednesday, January 31, 2024, at 4pm. Please visit the 
Town’s website at www.pagosasprings.co.gov under 
the Bids & RFPs button for details and instructions. 
Published December 28, 2023 & January 4, 2024 in 
The Pagosa Springs SUN. (224556)

Notice for Publication to Edward Rafferty
This publication is to notify you as father of the child 
J.O.W. there is an on-going child welfare matter 
contained in Archuleta District Court File Number 
23JV30001. The next hearing in this matter is set for 
January 9, 2024 at 3:00 P.M. Contact the Court at 970-
264-8160 for additional information.
Published December 7, 14, 21 & 28, 2023 and January 
4, 2024 in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (223256)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Estate of Jerrold Granok. Case Number 2023 PR 30048
All persons having claims against the above-named 
estate are required to present them to the personal rep-
resentative or to 
District Court of Archuleta, County, Colorado or on or 
before April 21, 2024 (date)*, or the claims may be for-
ever barred.  

Daniel L. Fiedler, Attorney at Law 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
Published December 21 & 28, 2023 and January 4, 
2024 in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (224178)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Estate of Silvia Maria Doglia. Case Number 2023 PR 
30046
All persons having claims against the above-named 
estate are required to present them to the personal rep-
resentative or to 
District Court of Archuleta, County, Colorado or on or 
before April 21, 2024 (date)*, or the claims may be for-
ever barred.  
Daniel L. Fiedler, Attorney at Law 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
Published December 21 & 28, 2023 and January 4, 
2024 in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (224180)

The Town of Pagosa Springs has received two appli-
cations for the 22-acre property at the intersection of 
Highway 160 and Alpha Drive. The first application is to 
subdivide one or more parcels from the 22-acre parcel; 
the second application is to develop a resultant 3-acre 
parcel for two 3-story buildings of a total of 50 apart-
ment units, including the extension of Aspen Village 
Drive for the length of the property. This development is 
the only proposed development at this time for this 22-
acre parcel. The apartments will be a mix of 1, 2, and 3 
bedroom units available for local residents and workers, 
not available for short-term rentals. 
The Design Review Board and Planning Commission 
will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday January 16, 
2024, at 5:30 pm to consider both applications. 
Public Hearings and Meetings will be conducted at 551 
Hot Springs Blvd and available for remote attendance 
via the Zoom meeting platform. To access the meeting 
agendas and staff reports, click the round Minutes and 
Agendas tab located along the bottom of the photo 
on the Town’s website home page at pagosasprings.
co.gov.  You may also view the application at mypa-
gosa.org/proposed-development-projects.  
We encourage interested parties to contact the Plan-
ning Division prior to the public hearing dates, with any 
questions at either 970-264-4151 x221 or cschultz@
pagosasprings.co.gov. Written comments received 7 
days prior to the meeting or public hearing will be for-
warded to the Design Review Board for their consider-
ation. Public comments will be accepted at the public 
hearing(s)/meeting(s). 
Published January 4, 2024 in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (225534)

Public Notices

Name

Address

City                       State              Zip

❏ Mastercard  ❏ Visa  ❏ Check enclosed

Account number

Expiration date

Signature

Thursday wouldn’t be 
Thursday without ...

The Pagosa Springs Sun
PO Box 9

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

(970) 264-2100 

❏ In county $35 yearly

❏ Out of county $45 yearly

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Sports
wrestLing

BasketBaLL

Pirates set to host Rocky Mountain duals, tournament
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Pirate boys’ wrestling team will return 
to action at the Rocky Mountain Du-
als event at home on Jan. 5 at 5 p.m., 
followed by the Rocky Mountain 
Invitational tournament at home on 
Jan. 6 beginning at 10 a.m.

Coach Dan Janowsky explained 
that the team is “anxious” to return 

to normal practice and competition 
following the winter break, although 
he stated that the team’s lineups for 
the events will likely be determined 
“at the last minute.”

He indicated that Nucla, who the 
Pirates will face at the Rocky Moun-
tain Duals event, is a small school, 
but is well-coached by a former coach 
from the Pagosa Springs program and 
has several talented wrestlers.

He explained that the Rocky 

Mountain Invitational tournament 
is expected to feature 15 teams and 
will be challenging for the Pirates, 
with accomplished programs and 
talented wrestlers competing.

He highlighted Centauri as a fa-
vorite to win the tournament and 
stated that Center; Monticello, Utah; 
Durango; Bayfield; and Montezu-
ma-Cortez are also strong teams, 
although he noted that all teams 
will be bringing at least some strong 

wrestlers to the event.
Janowsky also noted that the tour-

nament contains more 3A and 2A 
schools compared to other tourna-
ments like the Warrior Classic in 
Grand Junction or the Columbine 
Tournament in Littleton, where the 
team faced a large number of 4A and 
5A schools.

“So, there’ll be a lot of good match-
es for us,” Janowsky concluded.

josh@pagosasun.com

Pirates looking to extend win streak against Sanford
By Robert Moore
Staff Writer

While many relaxed and enjoyed 
the recent holiday break, the Pagosa 
Springs High School Pirate boys’ bas-
ketball team continued its hard work 
and practice, hoping to build on their 
current six-game winning streak as 
they return to action this week. 

The Pirates did get to enjoy a short 
break, but the team returned last 
week to voluntary practices, where 
coach Wes Lewis explained the team 
“primarily worked on shooting and 
conditioning and free throws.”

The Pirates returned to their regu-
lar practice schedule Tuesday to 

prepare for their away game with 
the Sanford Mustangs on Thursday, 
Jan. 4. 

Lewis explained the team went 
through a more normal practice 
routine, focusing on “defense, transi-
tion, press, press break, and half court 
offense, half court defense — the 
whole deal.”

Lewis also reflected on what’s 
ahead for the Pirates in league play, 
which begins Jan. 12, saying: “It’s 
a balanced league. I think there’s a 
lot of good teams in our league. No 
nights off. You got to be prepared 
and bring your A game every time 
you have a league opponent. It’s nice 
to have a very balanced, competitive 

league.”
Of the team’s chances in the 

league, Lewis said, “Well, I think if we 
play well and do what we’re capable 
of doing, we have as good a shot as 
anybody, but we got to stay healthy.” 

Lewis also stated the Pirates will 
continue to hang their hat on defense. 

“Defense is good; defense travels. 
Some nights, you don’t shoot the ball 
well on the road for different reasons, 
but we feel like if we can be good in 
the half-court defense, that’s always 
going to give us a chance to be in 
games.”

Pagosa will resume play against 
the 2A Sanford Mustangs at 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 4, in Sanford. 

The Pirates are 7-1 and are ranked 
No. 1 in the current 4A Ratings Per-
centage Index (RPI) standings, which 
help determine postseason seedings.

The Mustangs are 4-2 on the sea-
son and ranked 10th in the 2A RPI 
standings.

robert@pagosasun.com

Lady Pirates to open 2024 in Sanford
By Robert Moore
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs Lady Pirates 
girls basketball team gave coach Sar-
ah Osborn exactly what she asked for 
Christmas this past holiday season 
with a victory over the 4A Durango 
Demons.

A laughing Osborn explained she 
told the team before the Durango 
game, and prior to heading into the 
Christmas break exactly what she 
wanted for a Christmas present : 
“Come on, you guys get the seven 
days off and you don’t think about 
it. But to give me my real Christmas 
present, you got to win so I can actu-
ally take the seven days off and not be 
stewing over something.”

The Lady Pirates returned to their 
regular practice schedule Tuesday to 
prepare for their away game with the 
2A Sanford Mustangs on Thursday, 
Jan. 4. 

“We’ve got two more games before 
league starts ... So, we want to go into 
that in the right mindset by not only 
keeping up with the good teams, but 
beating the good teams,” she said.

Commenting on the Intermoun-
tain League play that is scheduled to 
begin on Jan. 12, Osborn said, “Cen-

tauri’s our first league game and that 
will give us a good idea of where we’re 
at and where we’re headed.” 

She added that the Falcons won 
the league championship last year 
and “are consistently going to state 
in 3A.”

Centauri is 5-1 and is the No. 6 in 
the 3A RPI standings.

But, ahead of that game, the Lady 
Pirates will resume play this week 

and open the 2024 portion of their 
schedule against the Mustangs at 5:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 4, in Sanford. 

The Pirates are 5-3 and are ranked 
ninth in the 4A Ratings Percentage 
Index (RPI) standings, which help 
determine postseason seedings. 

The Mustangs are 5-1 on the sea-
son and ranked sixth in the current 
2A RPI standings.

robert@pagosasun.com
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Bill & Susan Schwab,
Owners & Operators Since 2003

(970) 731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.

Open 8:00 - 5:30  Mon. - Fri.
24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

This Holiday Season make sure your family is safe.
There is no better time to have your vehicle winterized, put on all-season or 
studded snow tires, and equip it with Winter Wiper Blades to ensure easy 

start-ups and safer driving on the snowy, icy roads.

Piedra Automotive

Drive Safe This Holiday Season

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited time offer. Shop supplies and tax not included.  
May not be combined with any other offer. See the pros at Piedra Automotive for details.

Offer ends 1/17/24

10% OFF10% OFF
Winterization Service or Oil & Filter Change

PagosaSUN.com
(970) 264-2100
$35 annual in county

$45 annual out of county

Custom 
Builders

Our local in-house energetic and experienced 
team, with New Zealander Dan Aitken at 

the helm, have a broad skill set and the equipment to keep up with Quality and 
also Timing-logistics with full Integration of trades producing a higher seamless 

standard of build. Let us handle your project from vision — design — planning — 
reality. We pride ourselves on transparency to our clients throughout the process, 

establishing long-lasting friendships in our small mountain town.
Established and Insured

Call Dan at 970-799-6278 for more information.
42Belowconstructioncompany@gmail.com • Media source: Instagram 42below_construction_co 

Located at 91 Stevens Lake Road, Pagosa Springs, Colorado

JIM GARRETT
v ATTORNEY v

Protecting your interests
LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE

BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS
New location: Downtown, above the theatre

422 PAGOSA ST., NO. 5
 970-880-0468 • 412-508-1060

P.O. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS • jyg44law@gmail.com

Are you 
thinking of a 

change in 2024?
I want to sell 

your home for you.
The market is still moving!

I’m working with 
buyers and sellers. 

for supporting me 
in my 8th year of 

real estate!

Thank you 
Pagosa Springs

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

(970) 946-3480
debbie@ownpagosa.com 

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year
448 PAGOSA STREET • OWNPAGOSA.COM

Call me today for a free market analysis.
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By Robert Moore
Staff Writer

At the Archuleta School District 
(ASD) Board of Education meeting 
on Dec. 12, 2023, the board’s first 
order of business was to certify the 
2023 election results, which included 
the election of Bob Lynch (District 
2), Amanda Schick (District 3), Dana 
Guinn (District 4) and Ray “Butch” 
Mackey (District 5).

The board then moved to elect its 
new officers, with Lynch again elected 
as president, Guinn as vice president 
and Tim Taylor as secretary/treasurer. 

ASD Administrative Assistant 
Heather Schultz was appointed 
secretary and Finance Director Mike 
Hodgson was appointed as assistant 
treasurer. 

The board then reviewed and ap-
proved the list of committee liaisons 
and committee memberships that 
members sit on outside of the school 
board before delving into a number of 
other matters at the meeting.

English learner language 
program update

During the district reports section 
of the meeting, ASD Superintendent 
Rick Holt opened with an update on 
the English language learner (ELL) 
program. 

Holt reported that, last year, the 
program was operated by one indi-
vidual to serve 80 students, and that 
each qualified student above the age 
of kindergarten is required to get 45 
minutes per day of direct instruction 
in English language development.

Two new positions for ELL were 
added this year, a new curriculum 
purchased for students and ad-
ditional professional development 
resources provided for the staff, 

which Holt explained should lead to 
an increase in Access scores. 

“I expect in the next two years we’ll 
have a high-functioning and very ef-
fective programming,” Holt said.

Financial report
Hodgson followed with a discus-

sion on the effect the current Colorado 
property tax situation would have on 
the district, indicating much is still 
to be resolved at the state level, but 
that he considers any district funding 
shortages to be short-term, indicating, 
“We will be dipping into reserves on 
a temporary basis, but we will have 
those replaced by the end of June.”

Agreement with Build 
Pagosa approved

Holt moved on to report that he is 
“ecstatic” with the work that Build 
Pagosa has been doing to potentially 
develop a career and technical edu-
cation (CTE) building that would re-
side on the property between the San 
Juan Mountain School and Pagosa 
Springs High School. 

He reviewed the memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) between Build 
Pagosa and the district, which he in-
dicated will help Build Pagosa raise 
funds and apply for grants, adding 
that the district would lease the land 
for a predetermined amount of time, 
“which would enable Build Pagosa 
to build on the land and also be able 
to access grants that schools alone 
cannot access.”

Holt shared that the MOU outlines 
“our intent to do this work together” 
and has been reviewed by the legal 
counsel of both Build Pagosa and 
the district, adding that, in January, 
the district will “actually be engaged 
in a charrette looking at what that 
building might actually serve, what 

function it will serve” and that a 
couple of board members will be 
invited to attend. 

A charrette is a collaborative, mul-
tidisciplinary workshop with the aim 
of developing a design or vision for 
a project.

In answering questions from the 
board, Holt explained that it would 
be in the lease agreement that the 
program would be staffed through 
existing positions, that Build Pagosa 
would be responsible for the building 
management and that the building 
would be leased back to the district 
from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily with the 
building available to other commu-
nity partners outside of those hours. 

With that, the board agreed to ap-
prove the MOU and continue to move 
forward with Build Pagosa.

New high school  
courses added

Two new high school courses, 
patient care technician and drones, 
were presented for approval by the 
board by Pagosa Springs High School 
Sean O’Donnell.

O’Donnell explained that for the 
patient care technician course, the 
school had been approved to partici-
pate in an innovation grant that was 
sent to health science teachers in the 
state and that Stephen Urban, science 
and CTE teacher, was accepted for 
the grant. 

Responding to questions from the 
board, Urban explained that the 
technician role is similar to a certified 
nursing assistant, but that they can be 
cross-trained afterward in electrocar-
diography and working in labs

“Patient care technicians are an 
emerging profession that makes them 
more usable in a large health care 
facility,” he added.

O’Donnell introduced the drones 
course next, prefacing that this did 
include a financial ask, but that the 
ask would not occur until the course 
is approved and enough students 
show interest. 

Jessica Walker, computer science 
teacher, utilized a short video to 
present an overview of the course, 
explaining that the students learn 
to fly the drones in a cage through 
gamification and also learn how to 
repair them. 

She indicated that part of the 
course would be studying for stu-
dents to get their drone pilot license 
after reaching age 16.

Asked about the career path this 
training might provide, Walker enu-
merated several, including firefight-
ing, geographical mapping, search 
and rescue teams, traffic monitor-
ing, military, law enforcement, and 
others. 

In answer to questions about the 
cost, Walker replied that the $13,500 
is a onetime ask and any ensuing 
budget requirements would likely 
be for repairs.

The board approved both courses, 
making three new courses approved 
within two months.

In November 2023, the board ap-
proved the addition of an AP Euro-
pean history course.

Master plan update
During the new business section 

of the meeting, the board discussed 
the benefits of reviewing and updat-
ing the master plan for the district, 
with the current plan to be brought 
to the January meeting.

That meeting is set for 6 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Jan. 9, in the Pagosa Springs 
Middle School library.

robert@pagosasun.com

School board certifies election results, approves new classes

• At the same special meeting, the 
school board heard about and dis-
cussed measures being taken to 
increase school safety.

The special meeting was a follow-
up to the district’s April 10 commu-
nity meeting in which it discussed 
school safety after a prior incident 
involving a threat to a district school.

• Carr broke another school record 
on April 29.

Carr’s time of 26.45 seconds in the 
200-meter dash broke a 2019 record 
set by Mackenzie Wedemeyer and 
was Carr’s season best.

• Later that day, good times and 
memories were had by all during 
PSHS’s prom. Gabriel Gallegos and 
Lynelle Bartz were chosen as the 
prom’s king and queen. Junior atten-
dants were Levi Hinger and Lauren 
Monterroso. 

May
• At its May 2 meeting, the BoCC 

heard public comments on the clo-
sure of the Pagosa Junction bridge 
on County Road 500 and provided 
clarifications.

• On May 3, after more than two 
years of statewide stakeholder meet-
ings and outreach via a series of 
public hearings, the Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife Commission gave final 
approval to the final Colorado Wolf 
Restoration and Management Plan.

• The Lady Pirate soccer team 
ended its season with a loss to the 
Crested Butte Titans at home on 
May 5.

Coach Lindsey Kurt-Mason ex- 
plained that the Pirates had only 
11 players on the day, which he 
described as a challenge, although 
he noted that the team rose to the 
occasion.

The team ended the season with a 
3-10-1 record.

• The Pirate track and field teams 
hosted the Terry Alley Invitational at 
Golden Peaks Stadium on May 6, with 
the Lady Pirates taking first and the 
Pirate boys taking second.

• Shortly after 8 p.m. on May 9, 
Archuleta School District and the 
Pagosa Springs Police Department 
announced that school bus driver 
Beverly Flaming died following an af-

ternoon incident involving two buses.
Shortly before 4:30 p.m., the dis-

trict announced a bus accident at the 
middle school involving a bus driver.

• Responders recovered a body 
from Echo Lake the evening of May 9 
after the person was reported missing 
in the water.

According to a press release from 
the Pagosa Fire Protection District, it 
was called to a missing person in the 
water at 5:33 p.m.

The victim was later identified as 
Antony Andrew Jaramillo, 29.

• River and lake levels rose in early 
May, causing enthusiasts to take to 
the waves through town and emer-
gency response personnel to put out 
sandbags in vulnerable areas of the 
county.

As of 2 a.m. on May 10, the San 
Juan River at Pagosa Springs was 
flowing at 238 percent of normal at 
2,940 cfs, measured at 9 feet at the 
gage, according to the San Juan River 
Basin SNOTEL site, which measures 
snowpack and river flows and is 
operated by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS).

• The federal public health emer-
gency declared in 2020 at the start of 
the COVID-19 pandemic came to an 
end May 11, and the local disaster 
emergency declaration made by San 
Juan Basin Public Health (SJBPH) was 
also set to lapse.

• At its May 11 meeting, the Pagosa 
Area Water and Sanitation District 
(PAWSD) Board of Directors appoint-
ed two new members to the board.

The board had two openings to fill 
at the meeting and appointed Jim 
Smith and Peter Hurley, who previ-
ously served on the board, to fill 
them.

• On May 13, Pirate wrestling 
coach Dan Janowsky received the 
Lifetime Service to Wrestling Award 
from the Colorado chapter of the 
National Wrestling Hall of Fame. 
Janowsky has been head coach at 
the school since 1990 and has run 
the Pagosa Springs Wrestle the World 
Team Camp since 2004.

• The ASD Board of Education 
opened its meeting May 15 by read-
ing a pair of statements honoring 
and expressing condolences for two 
members of the school community 

“It would be wrong for Archuleta 
County to proceed to make a deci-
sion on an employment offer to an 
executive director without receiving 
or considering the advice of those of 
us on the Advisory Committee. If the 
County proceeds to make such an im-
portant decision without considering 
the advice of the Committee, then the 
Committee is devalued to the point of 
being meaningless and I will resign.”

• On May 17, Woodman an-
nounced that the county hired Wilson 
as the new transitional public health 
director for the county.

• CDOT began surface treatment 
work on May 18 along U.S. 160 west 
of Pagosa Springs from uptown to 
the east side of town near the U.S. 84 
junction.

The intent of the project was to 
improve approximately 9 miles of U.S. 
160 from milepost (MP) 135.5, west of 
Pagosa Springs near County Road 139 
(Boyles School Road), to MP 144.9, 
by the U.S. 160/U.S. 84 junction, ex-
cluding a portion through downtown 
Pagosa Springs.

• At a May 18 meeting, the town 
council, sitting as the Pagosa Springs 
Sanitation General Improvement Dis-
trict Board of Directors, authorized 
n See Review A12

who had recently passed away: for-
mer board member Bruce Dryburgh 
and Flaming.

• Two members of the Archuleta 
County Health Department Tran-
sitional Advisory Committee (TAC) 
resigned in mid-May, including 
Pagosa Springs Medical Center CEO 
Dr. Rhonda Webb and TAC chairper-
son Kathy Campbell.

The resignations coincided with 
the county’s hiring of TAC member 
Ashley Wilson as the new transitional 
public health director, which was 
announced by the county on May 
17 after interviews of two candidates 
on May 12.

In a May 16 email to county Execu-
tive Assistant/Paralegal  Mar y 
Helminski, which Webb requested 
to be distributed to the commis-
sioners, she states, “Those of us on 
the Archuleta County Public Health 
Transitional Advisory Committee 
volunteer our time to this commit-
tee because how our new public 
health is structured will significantly 
impact the health of every person in 
this County. While those of us on the 
Advisory Committee understand that 
the County makes final decisions, we 
devote our time and our expertise to 
provide advice.
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Standing Seam/Pro Panel Roofing, Roof Heating Ice Melt Systems, 

Roof Repair, Sheet Metal and Excavation Services 

(970) 799-6278 
42belowconstructioncompany@gmail.com

Local and Proudly Serving 
Pagosa Springs for seven years

91 Stevens Lake Rd., Pagosa Springs
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Providing Quality Veterinary Care 
for Small Animal & Equine for 30 years

Dr. Kitzel Farrah
Small animal and equine care — areas 
of interest are Surgery and Ultrasound. 
Dr. Farrah’s hobby is showing Reining 
Horses.

Dr. Cara Finstad
Small animal and equine care — areas 
of interest are Equine emergency care 
and surgery. Dr. Finstad’s hobbies are 
anything outdoors and skiing.

Dr. Morgan Lopez
Small animal care only— areas of interest 
are preventative care, quality of life and 
end-of-life care, small animal dentistry. 
Dr. Lopez’ hobbies include hiking, 
backpacking and reading.

We are accepting new clients 
Appointments can be made 

by calling our office 970-264-2629, 
or visit sanjuanvethospital.com to book online.

Emergency After-hours Care 
for both Small animals and Equine 

House Calls
At-Home Euthanasia

Preventative Medicine
Full In-house Diagnostics

Digital Radiology
Ultrasound

Advanced Dentistry for small animal and equine
ICU Care/Full Hospital Care

Soft tissue and Orthopedic Surgery
Whole Life Care

Services we provide

Drs. Kitzel Farrah and Cara Finstad welcome Dr. Morgan Lopez to San Juan Veterinary Hospital

A Cure for 
Winter Projects: 

Rent it from P.V.R.
Sewer Inspection Cameras

Sewer Snakes
Dehumidifier

Wood Chippers
Man Lifts

Dump Trailers
Skid Steers
Excavators

Log Splitters & more

305 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

See our full line of equipment on 
pinevalleyrental.com

Shop local for your 
equipment rental needs

Pagosa Springs Photography Club set to meet Jan. 10

Photo courtesy Gregg Heid
Snow piles up during the winter of 2019. At its January meeting, the Pagosa Springs Photography Club will 
view and discuss members’ favorite photos from 2023.

By Gregg Heid and Andy Butler
Pagosa Springs Photography Club

The Pagosa Springs Photography 
Club will meet on Wednesday, Jan. 
10, 6:30 p.m., at the Community Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 434 Lewis St.

Feel free to arrive any time after 6 
p.m. for social time.

Our January program will be “Top 
Ten: Show and Tell.” This has been a 
popular program, where members 
may bring up to 10 of their photo-
graphs taken in 2023 for brief discus-
sion. These might be what you con-
sider your best, your most interesting 
or your most challenging photos of 
the year. This is a good exercise in 
selecting your best images of the year. 

The goal is to inspire club mem-
bers through a conversation about 
what makes great images, including 
aspects such as composition, impact 
and technical quality. This will be a 
more extensive discussion than what 
we typically have during our image 
share sessions (which we won’t do 
this month). Please bring your im-
ages to the meeting on a flash drive 
or (if attending by Zoom) email them 
by the evening of Jan. 9 to abutler@
mac.com.

The Pagosa Springs Photography 
Club promotes educational, social 
and fun interactions between all 
who enjoy making and viewing great 
photography. The club sponsors 
educational programs and outings to 
help photographers hone their skills. 
We welcome photographers of all 
skill levels. Dues for 2023 are just $25 
($35 for a family). For more informa-
tion about the club, and to download 
a membership application, visit our 
website at https://pagosaspringspho-
toclub.org/about/.

Upcoming club trip
We are planning a club photogra-

phy trip to Moab, Utah, for Feb. 20-23 
(three nights). This will be a great 
chance to photograph the natural 
wonders of Arches National Park 
and the Island in the Sky portion of 
Canyonlands National Park. 

We did a similar club trip in 2020 
(Arches only) that was quite popular 
and led to some great images. It’s 
about a four-hour drive to Moab from 
Pagosa Springs. 

We will try to gather in Arches for 
late afternoon photography on Feb. 
20, and on Feb. 21 and 22 will go to 
the parks early morning and late 
afternoon. You may attend all or a 
portion of this trip. If interested, email 
abutler@mac.com.

Entrance fee to the parks is $30 per 
vehicle per day, but is free with a 
parks pass. Many of us have one of 
these, so we just need to make sure 
each car has one. At this time of year 
(until April 1) there is not a timed en-

try system in effect at Arches, and the 
park is open 24/7. The visitor center 
is open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Lodging will be up to each person. 
There are a number of motels in 
Moab, and rates are fairly reasonable 
at that time of year. For those of you 
are traveling solo who are willing to 
share a room, we can try to coordi-
nate. There are also RV parks and 
campgrounds, but keep in mind that 
nights can still be freezing in Moab 
this time of year.

New Year’s resolutions
While New Year’s resolutions of-

ten don’t mean much, it’s at least a 
good time to consider what you want 

to accomplish in your photography 
during the coming year. 

One practical piece of advice: If 
you have a copyright set in your 
camera, or on import into your photo 
editing software, this would be a good 
time to change the date to 2024.

For a few more ideas on “resolu-
tions” to improve your photogra-
phy, check out the article by Marco 
Larousse at https://photofocus.
com/photography/8-new-years-
resolutions-to-improve-your-pho-
tography/.

Pagosa Springs WinterFest is com-
ing up on Jan. 19-21. This is always 
a photogenic event, with hot air 
balloon launches, Sledz on the Rez 
sled racing, the Penguin Plunge and 
other events. 

Happy new year from president 
Andy Butler and all club members.

town staff to spend up to $50,000 on 
a comprehensive system analysis of 
the town’s wastewater management 
system.

• Eight Pirate track and field ath-
letes competed at the state champi-
onship meet May 18-20: Jonathan 
Nasralla, Jordan Lindstrom, Chan-
telle Caldwell, Carr, Annabelle Parker, 
Sienna Rose, Elissa Mars and Annie 
O’Donnell.

Six athletes brought home medals 
for placing in the top 10: Caldwell, 
Lindstrom, Nehring, Parker, Rose and 
O’Donnell.

• The Pirate baseball team entered 
the postseason as the No. 26 team on 
May 20 after the team closed out the 
regular season with a win over the 2A 
Ignacio Bobcats the previous week.

The 10-13 Pirates traveled to Delta 
to take on the No. 7 Delta Panthers, 
18-5, in the first round of the Region 
7 bracket.

The Pirates fell prey to the Pan-
thers 16-0 in the game to end their 
season.

• For the first time in its history, 
Pagosa Springs Medical Center 
(PSMC) recorded a positive bottom 
line for the months of February, 
March and April in the same year.

The news was delivered as part of 
the financial report given to the Up-
per San Juan Health Service District 
Board of Directors, which oversees 
PSMC, on May 23.

“PSMC had a modest positive bot-
tom line for April of $191,566,” a writ-
ten report to the board states.

That report later notes, “Year-to- 
date PSMC has a positive bottom line 
of $311,835. PSMC generally operates 
at a deficit for the first half of the year, 

but February, March and April all had 
a positive bottom line (in PSMC his-
tory, we have never had Feb., March, 
and April all be positive).”

• In May, Pagosa Springs Elemen-
tary School received the Governor’s 
Distinguished Improvement Award 
for its academic success during the 
2021-2022 school year at the Colora-
do Department of Education awards 
ceremony in Denver.

• At a May 25 special meeting, the 
PAWSD Board approved contracts 
with PCL Construction and Veolia 
Water Technologies and Solutions 
for construction of and equipment 
for the Snowball Water Treatment 
Plant project.

According to the contract with 
PCL, the guaranteed maximum price 
for the project is $40,565,680.

• In late May, it was made known 
that, in early March, Archuleta Coun-
ty’s insurance carrier settled a lawsuit 
with a former county employee who 
filed a lawsuit against the county last 
fall alleging that the county withheld 
a COVID-related bonus from her 
and other employees and retaliated 
against her.

The civil complaint was filed in 
U.S. District Court for the District 
of Colorado by law firm Albrechta 
and Albrechta LLC on behalf of 
Lacy Brown. It was filed against the 
“Archuleta County, Board of County 
Commissioners,” as well as commis-
sioners Warren Brown and Ronnie 
Maez as individuals.

The settlement, released by the 
county in May following a Colo-
rado Open Records Act request, is 
for $105,000.

“The County’s portion of the pay-
ment was $2,000.00 (minus with-

held taxes) and then an additional 
$15,000.00, which is the County’s 
deductible under its insurance pol-
icy,” County Attorney Todd Weaver 
wrote in an email to The SUN. “The 
remainder was paid by the County’s 
insurance carrier. It was the County’s 
insurance carrier that had the author-
ity to settle the case and decided to 
do so. The County had no author-
ity to override its insurance carrier’s 
decision, even if it disagreed with the 
decision to settle the case.”

It was made known earlier in the 
month that Mark Garcia filed a law-
suit alleging discrimination for not 
hiring him and former Department 
of Human Services director Matthew 
Dodson filed a discrimination action.

• American Legion Post 108 held 
its annual Memorial Day ceremony 
at Hilltop Cemetery on May 29, hon-
oring Archuleta County’s war dead 
as well as veterans who have passed 
in the last year. The ceremony also 
included, among other things, a fly-
over, a reading of “In Flanders Fields,” 
and speeches from Jim Huffman and 
Warren Brown.

Later that day, Veterans for Veter-
ans hosted its inaugural Memorial 
Day Luminaria Tribute Monday at 
Veterans Memorial Park. The ceremo-
ny, which included American Legion 
Post 108 and the San Juan Squadron, 
featured a flyover, flag ceremony, 21-
gun salute, flag-folding ceremony, 
the playing of taps and more. The 
evening was capped off with the light-
ing of luminarias dedicated to service 
members past and present.

www.PagosaSUN.com
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Pagosa Springs News. Global Reach.

The Pagosa Springs SUN is the the trusted, reliable 
source for news and information about Pagosa 
Country.  
 
The Pagosa Springs SUN Online supplements our 
print edition to extend local news to readers of 
online newspapers.

Along with the local content you have come to 
expect in our print edition, our online edition allows 
us to post new and breaking news, expanded  
coverage of selected stories and continual updates. 

Readers of our online edition also enjoy our live 
Web cams.

There is extensive visitor information that includes 
links to important community Web sites such as the 
chamber of commerce, town and county.

Online
Advertising
Premium Pages and Classified Page
Front Page, Pagosa Life, etc.
Tower – $300 one week, $825 four weeks*
Block – $75 one week, $207 four weeks
Small Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Rectangle – $30 one week, $83 four weeks

Preferred Pages
Sports, Business, Focus, etc.
Block – $55 one week, $152 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $25 one week, $69 four weeks

Standard Pages
Calendar, Library, Town Recreation, etc.
Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $20 one week, $55 four weeks

Directory Page
A listing on our directory page is an additional $5 
per week for online advertisers.  Directory listings 
are also available for $10 a week without purchase 
of an online ad.  If the listing changes, there will be 
an additional $10 fee.  Links are not available.

Hotlink
For advertisers on PagosaSUN.com, one hotlink 
may be embedded in their ad for a charge of $5 
per week.

Mechanical 
All ads are 200 pixels wide.
Towers are 500 pixels tall.
Block Ads are 200 pixels tall.
Small Block Ads are 100 pixels tall.
Rectangle Ads are 50 pixels tall.
All ads are produced at 72 dpi.
We accept .gif and .jpeg files for ads.

*Tower ads — one ad per Premium Page; first come, first 
served; price includes Directory Listing and Hotlink.

PagosaSUN.com reserves the right to place  “Advertise-
ment” above the ads on the Web site. All four week 
package ads must remain the same for the entire run. 
Ads post on Friday and run through Thursday of the 
following week.
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Live 
Performers

Karaoke Dance Party
Restaurant • Sports Bar

TT  ee  DDeenn
Every Wednesday

8pm-Midnight
729 San Juan St

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
970-264-3005

175 PAGOSA STREET  •  11 AM TO 10 PM DAILY
Order On Line: MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs & our Veterans always receive 20% off!

Pizza
& Pours
Enjoy delicious oven-fresh pizza 
and your favorite brews on tap.

Friday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Maxwell Miller, 5 
p.m. 

Saturday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Jason Rose, 5 p.m.

Tuesday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Glenn Unrath and 
Rodger Bennett, 5 p.m. 

Wednesday
The Den: Karaoke, 8 p.m.

San Juan Stargazers to hear 
about eclipses at Jan. 11 meeting
By Joan Mieritz
San Juan Stargazers

At the San Juan Stargazers’ Astronomy Club 
monthly meeting on Thursday, Jan. 11, our speaker 
will be Barbara Sanborn.

She will be speaking on “Around the World Eclipse 
Chaser” and will share her three most-exciting 
eclipses. 

The Stargazers will hold their monthly educational 
meeting on Thursday, Jan. 11, at the Community 
United Methodist Church at 434 Lewis St. You can use 
the parking lot and enter at the side door right off the 
parking area. (We leave the front doors locked.)

There will be a social hour starting at 6 p.m. with 
coffee/tea and treats. You can bring something to 
share if you would like. We may have lots of Christmas 
fruitcake. 

2024 Deep Space Mysteries Calendars, Tours of the 
Night Sky booklets and additional sheets for those 
already having the notebook will all be available. 

There also will be a very important letter to the Dark 
Sky International Association supporting Chimney 
Rock to be designated an Official Dark Sky Area. In-
stead of just my signature, I would like every Stargazer 
to add their name showing their personal support. 

Please get there early enough to gather all your 
goodies and sign your name so our program can start 
on time.

At 7 p.m. the meeting will begin. It will be available 
on Zoom for members and, soon, also for the public. 

At 7:10 p.m., Sanborn, who is a club member, will 
give her exciting presentation, which includes many 
photos. 

She noted that it is more like a travel log with sci-
entific information about eclipses. She will talk about 
an eclipse she observed in Chile, South America; one 
that she saw from a ship on the Pacific Ocean; and the 

eclipse from 2006, seen in Libya, where Muammar 
Gaddafi added much political excitement and intrigue.

There will be an important eclipse this year on April 
8. It will cross North America, passing over Mexico, 
the U.S. and Canada. In the U.S. it will be visible from 
Texas to Maine. The next total solar eclipse that will be 
visible over North America will not happen until 2045. 

This year might be an important one for you to 
catch if you want to see totality. 

In the interest of scientific accuracy and full dis-
closure, the eclipse will be visible in Pagosa as an 
approximate 64 percent partial eclipse, which should 
still be exciting and will require special glasses for you 
to safely view. 

After Barbara’s presentation, Dena Lateraz will 
open the wrapped packages of needed telescope 
parts and accessories gifted by club members from 
her wish list.

Event planning
This January and February our club will spend 

time picking dates, times and activities for our Sum-
mer Night Sky programs at Chimney Rock and other 
astronomy events to be presented for the public right 
here in Pagosa Springs. 

We would like all members to participate so that 
everyone will have at least one event that you helped 
plan and will take part in. Of course, you can help 
with more than one event. The reality is that we will 
not be able to hold events that we do not have enough 
volunteers to cover. 

Make sure you add your name to the sign-up sheets 
before you leave. We need your commitment now to 
make better plans. 

More about the Stargazers
If you would like to join the San Juan Stargazers, 

n See Stargazers on next page
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you will also receive Reflector 
Magazine, which is the publica-
tion of the National Astronomical 
League of which you automati-
cally become a member. To join 
both groups and get an excellent 
astronomy magazine, annual 
membership is only $25 per fam-
ily. You can join the club at any of 
our events or using PayPal on our 
website, sanjuanstargazers.org. 

Check out our constantly im-
proving website with new informa-
tion and fabulous photos. 

This month’s program should be 
worth attending. You are welcome 
to join us to learn more about the 
amazing universe that we all are 
part of. 

All events listed in the holiday 
church events calendar are free of 
charge. Submit events to editor@
pagosasun.com.

Sunday, Jan. 7
Celebrating the Epiphany in Wor-

ship. 8 a.m., St. Patrick’s Episcopal 
Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Epiphany (Observed). 9 a.m., Our 
Savior Lutheran Church, 56 Mead-
ows Drive.

The Story of Epiphany. 9:15 a.m., St. 
Patrick’s Episcopal Church, 225 S. 
Pagosa Blvd.

Celebrating the Epiphany in Wor-
ship. 10 a.m., St. Patrick’s Epis-
copal Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Burning Bowl Ceremony. 1 p.m., 
New Thought Center, 3505 West 
U.S. 160.

Stargazers
n continued from previous page

Holiday 
Church 
Events

Crystal energy event for teens tomorrow, 
Shakespeare read-aloud returning

Library
News

By Carole Howard 
PREVIEW Columnist, and the library staff

Tomorrow, Friday, Jan. 5, from 2 
to 4 p.m., teens are invited to a spe-
cial crystal energy session where 
you will learn about the chakras 
and the crystals that relate to each 
of them, and how to feel energy 
beyond the physical. 

This is a onetime special event 
that will be led by Amma Lee, a 
practicing chakra clearing/crystal 
healer.

Shakespeare fans of all ages 
will be pleased to know that the 

Shakespeare Read-Aloud Club is 
returning this month, with “As You 
Like It” on the agenda. 

Join us every Monday in January 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. except for Jan. 
15 because of the Martin Luther 
King Jr. holiday. Call Jenny at (240) 
426-7887 for more information.

Early library closure
Your library will close early on 

Monday, Jan. 8, for a staff meeting 
at 5 p.m. This is our regular staff 
n See Library on next page

SAVE 
$50

men’s & women’s

Waterproof • Insulated
Bridger

Your Mountain Home Your Mountain Home 
Mercantile, through Mercantile, through 

EVERY Season!EVERY Season!

These boots are made for Winter!

WOW!

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup
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Tuesday through Saturday . 10am to 5pm or by Appointment 
468 & 462 Lewis Street . (970) 264-0800 . twooldcrowsps@gmail.com

While  items last.  
Sale ends January 13th, 2024

Winter hours starting January 1:
Tuesday-Saturday: 11:00am-4:00pm

25% off
All Christmas Stock

10-75% off
Other select stock  

AFTER CHRISTMAS AFTER CHRISTMAS 

SALE!SALE!

meeting schedule — on the second 
Monday of the month.

Special event for Friends
Friends of the Library will gather 

Wednesday, Jan. 10, at 5 p.m. at 
the library to enjoy pizza and so-
das while getting to know other 
Friends. You will learn about our 
plans for 2024 and how you can 
get involved. 

Please RSVP to cindi@pagosali-
brary.org by Jan. 8.

Online author talks 
Our highly popular free on-

line author talks continue with 
three more opportunities for you 
to interact with New York Times 
bestselling authors and ask ques-
tions this month. For details and 
to register, go to https://libraryc.
org/pagosalibrary/upcoming.  

Wednesday, Jan. 10, at 6 p.m. 
will feature “Embrace Love in the 
New Year: A Heartfelt Conversation 
with Rebecca Serle.” 

Jan. 23 at noon will showcase a 
conversation with Rajiv Nagaich, 
author of “Your Retirement.” 

On Jan. 30 at noon we will talk 
with Dr. Robert Lustig, author of 
“The Lure and the Lies of Processed 
Food, Nutrition and Modern Medi-
cine.”

LEGO Club Saturday
Kids aged 6-11 are invited to the 

free LEGO Club on Saturday, Jan. 6, 
from 11 a.m. to noon. Bring your 
own LEGOs or use ours. 

Knitting and crochet 
lessons

Learn to knit or crochet on 
Monday, Jan. 8, at our free gather-
ing from 2 to 3:15 p.m. for ages 8 
and up. Supplies will be provided. 

Note that we have added an ad-
ditional session and this group will 
now meet the first three Mondays 
of the month — except for Jan. 15 
because of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. holiday. 

Music fun 
Pagosa Unplugged is free from 

4 to 5 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 8, for 

amateur musicians who would like 
a safe, supportive, non-bar setting 
to play, sing or both with other 
people. For program information 
contact Susan at (970) 946-3396.

Ruby’s Book Club  
Tuesday

Ruby’s Book Club meets from 
2 to 3 p.m. next Tuesday, Jan. 9, 
to discuss “Lewis and Clark: Voy-
age of Discovery” by Stephen E. 
Ambrose. Copies are available at 
your library. 

This free book club is held the 
second Tuesday of each month, al-
ternating between fiction and non-
fiction titles, with snacks provided. 
Anyone is welcome to attend.

Dungeons and Dragons
Next Tuesday, Jan. 9, from 4 to 

5:30 p.m., join our Dungeons and 
Dragons game free for teens and 
young adults. Preregistration is 
required because space is limited. 
Contact Josie@pagosalibrary.org 
to join.

Therapy dog visit 
Next Wednesday, Jan. 10, from 

11 to 11:45 a.m., you are invited to 
come to the library for a free visit 
with a certified therapy dog. 

Visits are limited to 10-15 min-
utes — just the right amount of 
time to pet the dog, read to the dog 
or just say “Hi.” This is an all-ages 
activity.

Elementary tutoring  
sessions

Children ages 6-11 are welcome 
at these free sessions on Wednes-
days from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. where 
they will build essential skills in 
core subjects. Preregistration is 
required. 

Teen/tween escape room 
Solve puzzles and find clues 

quickly to be sure you can get out 
of the room before the deadline 
next Thursday, Jan. 11, from 4 to 
5:30 p.m. at the free escape room 
session for teens and tweens.

Family storytimes
Wednesdays from 10 to 11 a.m., 

join us for a free educational hour 

of reading, singing and free play to 
build early literacy skills. 

Writers’ guild
Thursdays from 9 to 11 a.m., 

Ruby’s Writers Guild welcomes 
writers looking for opportunities, 
support, resources and camara-
derie with other writers at this free 
gathering. 

ESL class times
Free in-person evening classes 

take place on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, and there is a change in the 
way the time is divided: 4 to 5 p.m. 
is reserved for beginners, 5 to 6 
p.m. for intermediate and 6 to 7 
p.m. for advanced students. 

Please help us spread the word 
about these classes to others in 
our community who would be 
interested, and contact us by 
phone or email if you have any 

Library
n continued from previous page

n See Library on next page

323 Hot Springs Blvd. 
800-225-0934 

pagosahotsprings.com

LIVE MUSIC
at the Springs Resort

5-7 pm in the Lodge Atrium

Charcuterie Board $45
available for purchase during live music

Friday, 
January 5

Maxwell Miller

Saturday, 
January 6
Jason Rose

Tuesday, 
January 9

Glenn Unrath 
and Rodger Bennett
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264-2749
M-SAT 9AM TO MIDNIGHT 
SUNDAY 9AM TO 10 PM
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160 • East Pagosa Springs

Wine of the Month
Frontera
1.5 L

offer ends  
1/31/24

Clip ‘n Save 10% OFF Wines & Liquors
*OFF 750ML & 1.75L BOTTLES* NON-SALE ITEMS ONLY. NO BEER.

Spirit of 
the Month
Crown 
750 ml

offer ends  
1/31/24

$2499

$1 50

$200
OFF

Beer of the MonthBeer of the Month
Montucky 30 packsMontucky 30 packs offer ends  

1/31/24

OFF

@ Golf Club
Open to the Public

Authentic Texas BBQ
Winter Hours:

Thursday, Friday, Saturday
noon - 6 pm

Sunday - 11 am - 6 pm

1 Pines Club Place
(970) 398-5267

SquareTopBBQ.com  

BBQ, Beer BBQ, Beer 
& Bourbon& Bourbon

Full ServiceFull Service
Restaurant & BarRestaurant & Bar

Voted Best Restaurant Voted Best Restaurant 
Views in PagosaViews in Pagosa
10-years running10-years running

Carry Out AvailableCarry Out Available

Let Us Cater Let Us Cater 
Your Event or PartyYour Event or Party

Host Your Host Your 
Event or Party Event or Party 
 @ Square Top @ Square Top

Weekly Smoked Specials
Smoked Burger Thursdays
Pork Rib Fridays, after 2pm

Beef Rib Sundays - they go fast!

Straightforward Estate Planning
Wills • Trusts
Charlotte P. Yochem, Attorney*
charlotte@yochemlaw.com • 512-529-6288
southwestestateplanningltd.com
Pagosa Springs, Colorado
*Licensed to Practice Law in Colorado and Texas

questions. 

Tech Time
Free in-person slots are avail-

able from 10 a.m. to noon Tuesdays 
and 2 to 4 p.m. Thursdays. Judy 
helps you with basic questions re-
lating to computers, smartphones 
and tablets, and also provides 
assistance in accessing any of the 
library’s online resources. 

No appointment is needed for 
these drop-in sessions, but it is 
important that you bring both your 
device’s charger and your device 
passwords with you. 

Pagosa Adult Learning 
Services (PALS)

Join Mark or Sally for free PALS 
sessions Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. to help with 
high school equivalency, GED, 
college prep, financial aid, tutoring 
and more. PALS stands for Pagosa 
Adult Learning Services. 

Activities calendars
Pick up monthly events calen-

dars at the library so you don’t miss 
any of the free activities available to 

you and your family.

Downloadable books 
CloudLibrary has a wide variety 

of downloadable e-books and au-
diobooks for all ages. To access this 
free digital collection, download 
the cloudLibrary app, answer a few 
simple questions, select AspenCat 
Union Catalog for the name of your 
library, then enter your library card 
number and four-digit PIN. Library 
staff are happy to help you set up 
your device if you need assistance.

Nonfiction — self-help  
and how-to

“God Never Gives Up on You” 
by Max Lucado describes how Ja-
cob’s story teaches us about grace, 
mercy and God’s love. “Natasha’s 
Kitchen” by Natasha Kravchuk in-
cludes more than 100 easy, family-
friendly recipes. “More is More” by 
Molly Baz uses 100 recipes to teach 
different techniques and flavor 
combinations. “Tonight We Pray 
For The Momma” by the mother-
daughter team Becky Thompson 
and Susan K. Pitts contains inspi-
rational prayers, devotional stories 

Photo courtesy Pagosa Peak Genealogical Society
Katherine Scott Sturdevant will present at the Jan. 6 meeting of the 
Pagosa Peak Genealogical Society. 

Pagosa Peak Genealogical Society to meet Jan. 6
By Dan Senjem
Pagosa Peak Genealogical Society 

The next meeting of the Pagosa 
Peak Genealogical Society (PPGS) 
will be held on Saturday, Jan. 6, at 
10 a.m. at the Community United 
Methodist Church on Lewis Street 
(enter through the side door from 
the parking lot). 

Our featured speaker, via Zoom, 
will be Katherine Scott Sturdevant, 
who was scheduled for our meeting 
last month that, due to technical 
issues, was canceled.

The topic by Sturdevant is “Our 
Ancestor’s Seasonal Lives: Discern-
ing and Describing their Social and 
Work practices from Social and 
Regional History Sources.”

This presentation will focus 
on the role of seasonal changes 
in the life patterns of ethnic and 
regional groups, teaching how we 
can use the genuine and general 
experiences and patterns of life for 
people like our ancestors to pres-
ent their lives in more accurate and 
historically significant ways.

Sturdevant is the senior profes-
sor of history at Pikes Peak State 
College in Colorado Springs. She 
has presented programs for PPGS 
numerous times in-person and by 
Zoom.

If you wish to take part by Zoom, 
contact Dan Senjem for login 
information at (970) 398-0214 or 
desenjem@yahoo.com.

There will be a business meeting 
following the presentation, includ-
ing new officers beginning their 
terms. Visitors, especially young 

people, are welcome and encour-
aged to attend to learn more about 
the group. We have a wide range of 
experienced members to help in 
your search of your ancestors. 

So, bring your coffee cup and 
notepad to take in the information 
to be presented.

Library
n continued from previous page

n See Library on next page
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A1 Taxi
970-585-4903

Fully licensed and insured! 
Smoke-free vehicles!

Local discount system- just ask! 
8am-8pm daily or by appointment!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

Reliability 
Matters!

Courtesy 
Counts!

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
970-731-4081 to reserve your ride!

Or, book online at GoWJP.com

Shuttle to Wolf Creek!
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Please call 970-731-4081 24 hours prior to reserve your spot! 
$20 One Way • $30 Round Trip*

*All return trips depart at 4:15 p.m. sharp.
Don’t be late! We are running on a tight schedule!

Monday-Sunday from (by reservation only)
 Wilderness  Alpen Quality Summit
 Journeys Haus Inn Ski & Sports 
 7:30 am 7:40 am 7:50 am 8:00 am

*CUSTOM rides may be scheduled based upon AVAILABILITY
Return shuttle from Wolf Creek at 4:15pm

PUC# 16400

and biblical wisdom relating to 
motherhood. “The Indoctrinated 
Brain” by Dr. Michael Nehls expos-
es brain-damaging processes and 
countermeasures you can take. 
“Activate Your Greatness” by Alex 
Toussaint is a motivational guide 
based on gratitude, preparation 
and curiosity. 

Nonfiction — memoirs 
and biographies

“Oath and Honor” by former 
Republican Congress member Liz 
Cheney outlines her experiences 
during Jan. 6 and on the Select 
Committee to Investigate the Janu-
ary 6th Attack on the U.S. Capitol. 
“World Within a Song” by singer-
songwriter Jeff Tweedy explores 50 
songs that affected his life. “End-
game: Inside the Royal Family and 
the Monarchy’s Fight for Survival” 
by Omid Scobie looks at life inside 
the royal family after Queen Eliza-
beth’s death. “Her Space, Her Time” 
by award-winning quantum physi-
cist Shohini Ghose documents ma-
jor contributions and innovations 
by women physicists and astrono-
mers around the world. 

Other nonfiction
“Blood Memory” by Dayton 

Duncan and Ken Burns tells the 
tragic story of the American buffalo 
finally saved from extinction. “Pre-
quel: An American Fight Against 
Fascism” by Rachel Maddow docu-
ments the rise of a strain of au-
thoritarianism at the beginning of 
World War II. “Killing the Witches” 
by Bill O’Reilly and Martin Dugard 
revisits the events of 1692 and 1693 
in Salem, Mass. “Tyranny of the 
Minority” by Harvard professors 
Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt 
calls for reform of our political and 
judicial institutions to preserve our 
democracy. 

Poetry anthology
“Playing with Phosphenes” by 

Sabine Ruth Houe contains both 
short and long poems celebrating 
the power and splendor of poetry 

and verse by taking readers on an 
exploratory journey inward.

DVDs
“The Chosen” is season two. 

“A Christmas Story Christmas” is 
a family show. “Three Men and a 
Baby” is a Hallmark holiday movie. 
“I Can” is an inspirational story of 
a young girl who is born with one 
arm. “Everest: Mountain Without 
Mercy” is a revised and updated 
National Geography documentary. 

Mysteries, thrillers  
and suspense

“Edge of Dusk,” “Break of Day” 
and “Dark of Night” by Colleen 
Coble are Christian romantic sus-
pense stories. “The Mystery Guest” 
by Nita Prose begins when a guest 
dies at a fancy hotel. 

Other novels
“A Nearby Country Called Love” 

by Salar Abdoh is set in Tehran. “We 
Must Not Think of Ourselves” by 
Lauren Grodstein is a romance set 
in the Warsaw ghetto.

Thanks to our donors
We are grateful to Patrick Shettle 

for his generous monetary dona-
tions.

When we are open, material 
donations are accepted for the 

Friends of the Library at the front 
desk — not down the outside re-
turns slot at the library or the drop 
box at City Market, please. 

The Friends recently announced 
new guidelines for what they will 
accept as donations: Yes to popular 
fiction books published in 2013 or 
later, nonfiction books published 
2018 or later, and children’s and 
young adult books — all in excellent 
condition, please. No to CDs, DVDs, 
Blu-ray, VHS or cassette tapes; 
textbooks, outdated travel books 
or reference books because they do 
not sell. No more than two boxes at 
a time because of space constraints.

Quotable quote
“The purpose of life is not to 

be happy. It is to be useful, to be 
honorable, to be compassionate, 
to have it make some difference 
that you lived and lived well.” 
— Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-
1882), American essayist, lecturer, 
philosopher, abolitionist and poet.

Website
For more information on library 

books, services and programs — 
and to reserve books, e-books, 
books on CD and DVDs from the 
comfort of your home — please 
visit our website at https://pago-
salibrary.org.

Library
n continued from previous page

New Thought Center to meet Sunday
By Shayla McClure
New Thought Center for Inspirational Living

Sunday service on Jan. 7 at 11 
a.m. with Dr. Elaine Harding will 
be “Express Your Spiritual Gifts for 
a Renewed Life in 2024.”

“We are not human beings having 
a spiritual experience. We are spiri-
tual beings having a Human experi-
ence.” — Pierre Teilhard de Chardin.

We will have a potluck after the 
service and a burning bowl cer-
emony at 1 p.m.

Upcoming events
SpiritHeart Band practice is 

Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. We welcome 

musicians and singers to join 
the SpiritHeart band. Please text 
Bruce at (970) 507-0739 for band 
information.

Jan. 7, 11 a.m.: Sunday service 
with Harding. Potluck and burning 
bowl ceremony at 1 p.m.

Jan. 27: Quintangled Masquer-
ade Ball Fundraiser with Julie Loar 
and the Good Vibe Tribe. This is a 
benefit for Wolfwood Refuge. There 
will be a cash bar, live band and 
costume contest. Tickets will be 
$50 and will go on sale Jan. 5.

About us
The New Thought Center is a 

501(c)(3) and promotes philoso-

phies similar to Centers for Spiri-
tual Living and Agape Centers. We 
honor all lifestyles, cultures and 
religious paths to the divine. The 
vision of the New Thought Center 
is to empower possibility through 
revelation of spiritual truth, and to 
enhance our members’ life experi-
ence through self-empowerment, 
inner peace and being part of an 
all-inclusive community. Our mis-
sion is to create a world that works 
for everyone through awareness of a 
higher power. We are the Good Vibe 
Tribe that practices Science of Mind 
principles of positive thinking.

The SpiritHeart Band provides 
n See Center on next page

Beautiful local 
artist oil paintings 
for sale 
Our friend, a talented local artist known by many, died and 
left us with her beautiful, wide range of oil paintings. 
Gorgeous frames and a variety of outstanding oil paintings of country, 
winter, landscape, and others; all in different sizes from small to 
large. We are looking for potentially interested buyers who might be 
interested in viewing these paintings for their personal collection at 
great prices. 

To schedule a viewing contact us at 970-264-1442.
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PSMC Expert General Surgery

Dr. Lauri Medina, board certified general surgeon, has expanded 
her hours providing general surgical care including hernia repairs, 

laparoscopic appendectomy and gallbladder surgery, breast and cancer 
surgery, diagnostic and screening colonoscopies and more. 

Dr. Medina is accepting new patients.

Lauri Medina, MD, General Surgery

First-Class General Surgery Care, Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

Local reporting that matters.

live music every Sunday. We wel-
come local talents to share gifts, ap-
titudes and knowledge. Participate, 
learn or contribute your insights, 
beliefs, knowledge and skills. 

New Thought events are held 
at 3505 W. U.S. 160, on the second 

UUs to look within to 
celebrate the new year
By Pauline Benetti
Pagosa Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

We are in the planet’s darkest 
time, and as we look forward to 
the new year and increasing light, 
it is a propitious time to seek the 
truth and meaning of this moment 
in our lives. Please join the Pagosa 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
this Sunday — the first Sunday of 
2024 — at 10:30 a.m. for a special 
streaming service as we begin that 
search.

To help us in this search we 
will receive the ministry of the 
new Unitarian Universalist As-
sociation’s (UUA’s) president, the 
Rev. Dr. Sofia Betancourt, and 
several other contributors via the 
streaming of a service collection 
distributed by the UUA and cre-
ated especially for the turning of 
the year.

 Betancourt offers the sermon 
“Seeds for the New Year” and also 
presents the insightful story for 
all ages “The Bridge of Flowers” 
by Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Sama-
rasinha. 

The Rev. Dr. Rebecca Parker 
shares her poem “Winter Bless-
ing.” The Rev. Megan Foley offers 
a reflection on “Life Abundant.” 

Music from the collection “Trin-
ity Fanfare” by The Chalice Bells 
of First Unitarian Congregation of 
Ann Arbor and “Shelter Me” by Lea 
Morris completes the offerings for 
this first Sunday of 2024. 

As preparation for a service that 
will have you thinking meaning-
fully about the greeting “Happy 
New Year,” you might consider the 
question, “What seeds will you 
plant this winter?”

Our fellowship offers each in-
dividual support in our unique 
spiritual path and an opportunity 
to participate in positive social and 
environmental action. We welcome 
diversity and invite everyone to 
share in our faith community. 

The message of  
meditation 

At the Dec. 24, 2023, Sunday 
meditation, Dan Dempster dis-

cussed “Be The Present, Become 
The Gift Of Joy To The World.” 

The holiday season is billed 
as a time of joy through shared 
generosity. Yet, for too many, it is 
a time of heightened anxiety and 
loneliness, exacerbated by the 
commercial nature and expecta-
tions of the season. 

Learning and practicing the 
selfless art of meditation for the 
benefit of all is true generosity, 
resulting in discovering a deep joy 
within, not dependent on external 
circumstances for its arising. This 
joy fuels confidence in our practice 
and our place in the world, mak-
ing us more cheerful, helpful and 
attractive. Who doesn’t want this?

Through the hard work of facing 
up to ourselves again and again, 
we learn how to recognize that it 
is our own tendency to preference 
and prejudice which obscures the 
deep joy inherent within. Connect-
ing with that joy, we find ourselves 
spontaneously radiating love and 
compassion to all without excep-
tion, wishing all could share in that 
joy. We become the gift of ultimate 
generosity in which there is no 
giver, no gift and no receiver.

About the fellowship
Regarding COVID-19 protocols, 

masking continues to be optional 
and social distancing is encour-
aged; please note that tracking of 
the COVID-19 hospital admissions 
level in Archuleta County has re-
turned to low. 

Services are on the first and 
third Sundays of the month at 
10:30 a.m. 

Find us in Unit B-15 of the 
Greenbriar Plaza 301 N. Pagosa 
Blvd. on the north side facing 
Pagosa Peak. 

If either the service or the medi-
tation is canceled due to winter 
weather, a notification will be 
placed on pagosauu.org by 8:30 
a.m. For more information about 
the fellowship, our services and 
the other activities, please see 
www.pagosauu.org or email info@
pagosauu.org.

Center
n continued from previous page floor of the Pagosa Lodge (elevator 

available). Request prayer treat-
ment or obtain information by 
joining us; emailing pagosacom-
munitynewthought@gmail.com; 
mailing P.O. Box 1052, Pagosa 
Springs, CO 81147; or calling (970) 
510-0309.

Your mental health matters
Colorado Crisis Hotline 

1-844-493-8255 or text “TALK” to 38255

Semi-Annual Sale!
January 16th - January 20th

20-75% Off 
All Undergarments

pfunkytrunk.com • 565 Village Dr. Ste. H
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Arts
Line

Senior 
News

HORSE PANELS- Ponderosa Lumber is your 
Priefert livestock panel dealer. 731-4111.  
Highway 160 on Put Hill. 

10-year old reg. quarter horse paint geld-
ing, very gentle. Knows gaits. Healthy $4,000 
firm. 946-2839

3X3X8 800 LB. GRASS HORSE HAY. 
Quantity discounts. 946-1018, please leave 
message.

WANTED OLDER KIND, GENTLE gelding. 
(970)731-1976, (970)507-0201.

ALFALFA AND GRASS MIX HAY, $5/ bale. 
Organic potatoes, $20 per hundred. 264-
5628. 

QUALITY HORSE HAY. $6 a bale. Local, 
731-5022.

HAY FOR SALE. $7 in the field, $7.25 in the 
barn. 3x3x8 bales, 775 lbs, $85. 731-9504. 

HAY FOR SALE. Barn stored, good grass 
hay, 3’x3’x8’ bales, 775 lbs., $85. Oat hay, 
small bales, 50 lbs., $2. (970)731-5873, 
(970)731-9504. 

SUPER BUY- Moved and TV doesn’t fit. 
Gorgeous 62” Toshiba HD TV with DLP. Must 
sacrifice at $850. Also dry firewood, $100 per 
pickup full. (970)903-3911.

14’ LOW BOY BUMPER PULL equipment 
trailer. Will haul 10K, electric brakes both 
axles. Nice, $2,500. (970)731-9505.

TWO APPLIANCES: 1 GE refrigerator, 21.6, 
no frost. 1 GE gas stove. $200 each OBO. 
946-1737.

NURSERY GROWN ASPENS, all sizes, large 
spruce and pine. Delivery available. High 
Plains Nursery, Inc. Open Mon-Sat., 9a.m. to 
4p.m. 883-4600.

QUEEN BED WITH OAK headboard, frame 
and mattress, $50. 2007 Oster 6 slice toaster 
oven, $25. (970)799-0066. 

8’ SNOWPLOW FOR TOYOTA pickup, 
$1,200. 264-0040.

Classifi eds 264-2101264-2101
 Offi ce Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Classifi ed Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.
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RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

VACATION RENTALS

AUTOSFOR SALE

WANTED

LIVESTOCK

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

PETS

FOR SALE

If you’ve got something to sell
And don’t know what to do,
Call Hi Mesa Truck & Auto
Let us sell it for you!
Cars • Trucks • Tractors • Motor Homes
(no cows or horses, please!)

Call Ben Johnson
Put my 48 years of auto sales experience to work for you! • Financing available
Hi Mesa Truck & Auto • 597 Navajo Trail Dr. • 970-731-4377 • 866-731-4377

ONLY $595/ MONTH for this 2 level, 1,250 
sq. ft. condominium loft. Granite countertops, 
custom fixtures, central heat and air condition-
ing plus much more. Centrally located, walk to 
everything. This like new unit won’t last long. 
Reserve it today. 264-1036.

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX with garage. 
$600/ month plus security deposit. W/D, 
1,400 sq. ft., lots of storage, on golf course. 
(970)946-4181.

BEAUTIFUL LARGE MOBILE HOME. 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, screened in porch, lots 
of extra storage. Close to everything, $750/ 
month. Call 903-7150.

2 BEDROOM CONDO on the golf course. 
Available now, $600/ month. (479)244-7141, 
(970)264-5715.

ROOM WITH FREE UTILITIES, free wifi, 
private entrance, cooking facility, private 
bathroom, washer/ dryer available, $450. No 
smoking. 398-0023 

4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOUSE with garage 
and fenced-in yard. $650/ month. Call Laura 
at The Real Choice, (970)946-9281.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH in Pagosa Lakes area. 
2-car garage, new paint. Appliances included, 
$750. (970)946-9281.

LAKEFRONT UPSTAIRS APARTMENT. 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath, 2-car garage, all appli-
ances, $700/ month. No smoking, pets upon 
approval. (505)334-5687, (505)793-7285.

GOLF COURSE CONDO. 1 bedroom, moun-
tain views, wood burning fireplace, $650/ 
month. No smoking, pets okay with deposit. 
398-0023 

SPACIOUS CONDO, 2 BEDROOM, 3 bath, 
large loft. Sunroom with view, gas heat, new 
carpet. No dogs. $600. 903-2513.

BEST VALUE IN PAGOSA. Excellent condi-
tion 1/1, 2/2 apartment homes. All utilities 
included. Convenient location, walk to uptown 
grocery store. 946-9187.

HOUSE IN TOWN- 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 
2,400 sq. ft., 3-story home on 3 city lots with 
2-car heated garage. No smokers, no pets. 
$1,300 per month plus utilities. History and 
average of electric and natural gas usage 
available. Located right on the city limits at 
297 N. 2nd Street (Snowball Road). 946-
1642, please leave message or email terri@
pagosasun.com.

RENTALS: VACATION AND LONG TERM. 
www.teampagosa.com. Call Laura Dan-
iels, (970)946-9281 or Chris Hachenberg, 
(970)903-1188. Broker Associates, The Real 
Choice.

FIRST MONTH’S RENT FREE! 2 bedroom, 2 
bath end unit apartment. Close to downtown, 
quiet, W/D in building, paved road, low utilities, 
water paid. $725. 398-0007.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, wood stove, garage, 
carport. Pet negotiable, no smokers, $700/ 
month, 1st, last and utilities. Lake Forest 
Estates. 731-3471. 

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX at 578 
E. Golf Pl. Garage, storage, washer/ dryer 
hookups, landlord pays water and garbage. 
$700/ month. 946-7917.

ENERGY EFFICIENT, UNFURNISHED 2 bed-
room, 2 bath condo. Great location in Pagosa 
Lakes area, walking distance to local shops. 
Appliances furnished. $625/ month, long-term 
rent. (608)289-0373.

RV SPACES, $325/ MONTH. Includes satel-
lite TV, Wi-Fi, and other utilities. Please call 
Happy Camper 731-5822. 

FOR RENT 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath nearly new. 
$1,175/ month plus deposit. Phone (970)884-
2594 or (970)749-5956.

QUIET COUNTRY LIVING on private ranch 
3.6 miles from town. Mountain view, cathedral 
ceilings, large array of windows, tile, wood 
floors, exquisitely furnished for 2 occupants. 
References, one-year lease, first, last month’s 
rent plus deposit. All utilities included. No 
smoking, no pets. $899. (970)264-6720, 
(970)946-3987.

HOUSE IN TOWN. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, spa-
cious, clean, bright, new carpet. Reduced 
to $650. 359 South 9th Street. No smokers/ 
pets. 749-5828.

YOUR CHOICE: STUDIO APARTMENT 
plus workshop, $650 or 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
home, garage, washer/ dryer, decks, $900. 
Both newly remodeled, views, national forest 
access, near shopping, quiet neighborhood, 
basic utilities. No smokers, pets negotiable. 
First, damage, references. (970)948-8672 

FOR RENT: SINGLEWIDE MOBILE home. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath. $475/ month, $350 cleaning 
deposit. 354 Canyon Circle, Pagosa Vista. 
731-4906.

SECOND MONTH’S RENT’S FREE. Very 
clean 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 1-car garage du-
plex unit on E. Golf Place. No pets. Available 
now. Rent $695/ month. Call (970)884-2077, 
(970)903-9355. 

3 BEDROOM UNIT in Pagosa Lakes. Newly 
remodeled, new appliances, washer/ dryer, 
cable. Section 8 approved, everything paid. 
$725. (303)838-5585.

REMODELED 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath mobile in 
Vista. All new interior in 2007, well insulated 
for low utility bills, washer/dryer included. First 
month $475, then $595/ month plus deposit 
with lease. No pets/ smokers. 264-8258.

BRAND NEW 1-2 BEDROOM COTTAGES! 
All new construction, great downtown 8th St. 
location. 1-2 bedroom, 1 bath private units. 
Year lease, $700-$750/ month. On-site laun-
dry. NS/NP. Renting now! Call 946-2255.

2 BEDROOM PLUS LOFT, 2 bath house on 
Hills Circle for rent or purchase. W/D, wood 
stove, new carpet, paint, wood floors. No 
smokers; lease; pet considered. $700/ month 
plus electric. (970)453-4943.

TASTEFULLY DESIGNED AND FURNISHED 
1 person studio in quiet neighborhood. Private 
entry, full kitchen and bath, new furniture, 
washer/ dryer, yard. All utilities and Direct TV 
included. No smokers/ pets. 6 month lease 
preferred; $650/ month. 946-2201.

2 PLUS LOFT LODGE CONDO. Partially 
furnished, washer, dryer, fireplace, end unit. 
Great lake and mountain views. No smoking, 
pet considered. $745/ month. (970)485-
2515.

PAGOSA LAKE VIEWS. 3 bedroom in 4-plex. 
Dishwasher, washer/ dryer, utilities paid, free 
cable TV, recently remodeled. $699/ month. 
(303)881-1407.

VACATIONERS. We have fully furnished 
homes and condos for rent by the day, week 
or month. We also have long term places 
available. Pagosa Realty Rentals, located up-
stairs, Frontier Building, Piedra at 160.  (970) 
731-5515. www.pagosarentals.com. 

3 BEDROOM CABIN on Lake Pagosa, fully 
furnished. Groups of 6 or less. Weekly and 3 
night minimum rates. (707)864-8350, www.
vacationhomes.com/20810.

XMAS RENTAL- RIVER FRONT lodge 
between hot springs and ski area. 3/2 luxury, 
sleeps 6-8, $300/ night, 5 night minimum. 
264-4866. 

COTTAGE, 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, laundry, 
garage, sleeps 6. Lake Pagosa. Daily, weekly, 
monthly rates. (970)731-3694.

ON THE LAKE: New 1 or 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Weekly and daily rates. No pets, no smokers. 
Fishing dock, hot tub. For information, call 
(970)749-4769.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOME, fully furnished, 
Pagosa Lakes. Weekly and three-night mini-
mum rates. Sleeps 9. Email for information 
and pictures, denverrenter@gmail.com.

RESORT CONDOS AND HOMES. Daily from 
$85 plus weekly, monthly. Sunetha, 731-4344 
or sunetha.com.

‘06 Honda CRV EX, auto, sunroof, new tires, 
71k mi. $14,400 #09-10xu 946-4397

WWW.SALSMOTORCORRAL.COM. Visit us 
online to view current inventory and pricing. 

1979 CJ-5 JEEP. Runs good, some rust, mov-
ing must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2000 CHEVY 2500 PICKUP. 4-door, 4X4. 
$5,000 OBO. Good condition. 946-6803.

1998 DODGE RAM 1500. 4X4, extended 
cab, low miles, excellent condition! Garaged, 
tuned, new clutch. Near new studded tires! 
$8,499 OBO. 903-2492. 

2002 ARCTIC CAT SNOWMOBILE. 440RZ 
Snow Pro Sno. Runs great and fast. $1,500 
OBO. (970)946-8526.

(1) 800 RMK AND (1) 700 RMK, with trailer. 
Great shape, run perfect. Must sacrifice, 
$8,500 for both, (970)946-3356.

1998 POLARIS RMK 700. 144” track, moving 
must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2001 POLARIS RMK 800. Custom, 156” 
track, too many extras to list. Moving, must 
sell, $5,000 OBO. (970759-6630.

VACATION RENTALS

1986 SUBURBAN 4X4. Mechanically solid, 
cosmetically challenged. 2 sets of tires, a 
beast in the snow. $1,800. Call 264-6668.

AUTOS

FREE WOODEN PALLETS. When avail-
able, they will be placed behind The Pagosa 
Springs SUN office. NO PHONE CALLS, 
PLEASE!

Antique replica wood/coal burning cook-
stove & range Brand new. Sacrifice $2000 
obo (pd $4400); Antique sewing machine 
treadle. 264-2674

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine, $175; as-
pen, $150 per cord, delivered. Call Todd, 
(970)946-2102.

LOG HOMES AND CABINS. 24’x32’ for 
only $16,800. Log walls, posts, beams, roof, 
plans, video and more! Free catalog. www.
bighornmtn.com. (307)684-2445.

SHAKLEE for proper nutrition, use Shaklee 
products. For information call Marsha Preuit. 
264-5910.

PAPER BUNDLES FOR fire starter 25¢ each. 
Pick up at The Pagosa Springs SUN. 466 
Pagosa Street.

STEVENS FIELD HANGAR, 500-G, Condor 
Drive. $135,000. (928)680-6400.

15” SYDHILL WESTERN SADDLE. Brand 
new, $2,800. Will sell for $1,400. Suede seat, 
Herman oak leather. 264-6720. 

RESPORT HAS A GREAT SELECTION of 
gently used skis, snowboards, apparel and 
accessories for all your winter sporting needs! 
100 Country Center Drive, Suite E. Monday- 
Saturday, 10a.m.-6p.m. 731-6900.

ESKIMO GAS ICE AUGER with sled and all 
accessories, $200. Never used. Minnkota 
electric trolling motor, never used, $300. 
Ray, 731-1456

LOVE CHOCOLATE? EAT 3 pieces/ day of 
the most powerful, health promoting, decadent 
chocolate ever produced and take control of 
your life. The perfect gift for yourself and loved 
ones. Bridget, (970)946-1941.

2007 SUZUKI RMZ 450, $5,500 OBO. 264-
6965.

WE BUY ANTLERS: off elk or deer. Small 
pieces (greater than 4”), broken antlers, all 
grades. NO dirty, infected, oily, painted or 
chalky antler. Also selling ’09  alfalfa- grass 
horse- quality 1,000 pound round bales, 
$65 to $75/ bale. South Fork, call Rich at 
(719)657-0942.

ARE YOU “DOWNSIZING” YOUR living 
style? Call us first! We are actively searching 
for and purchasing fine antiques, collectibles, 
unusual items- just about anything not new. 
Many years experience! Call us before you 
garage sale- you’ll be glad you did. We pay 
more! Call Lisa at 946-0124.

PAWS, FEATHERS, FINS & FRIENDS PET 
SITTING SERVICE. Boarding, house/ pet 
sitting, in-home visits, bonded & insured. THE 
PAMPERED PET, LARGE AND SMALL, WE 
CARE FOR THEM ALL! (970)731-8900.Sell it

in the classifieds
Cars • Bikes • Houses • Land • Saddles • Hay • Goats 

Horses • Boats • Tools • Furniture • You name it! 

To place your classified ad, call
(970) 264-2100

Senior Center to host bingo
By Rose Chavez
PREVIEW Columnist

We are excited to announce 
that the Pagosa Senior Center will 
be hosting bingo twice a month 
on Friday afternoons from 1:15 to 
2:30 p.m. 

Bingo will be on Jan. 12, Jan. 19, 
Feb. 9 and Feb. 23. 

The price to participate is free 
and we ask you bring yourself and 
a friend for a few hours of joyful fel-
lowship. We will provide prizes from 
local businesses for all winners and 
snacks will also be provided. 

No RSVP is required; just show 
up. All ages are welcome, but we 
ask those 18 and younger to come 
with an adult chaperone. 

We would like to give a shout 
out to our new volunteers who 
are helping Archuleta Seniors Inc. 
to provide this fun offering to the 
community. 

For more information, contact 
us at (970) 264-2167.

New classes: Tai chi and 
mindfulness meditation

In our youth-obsessed culture, 
there is a lot of fear and anxiety 
about growing older.

Aging is a natural part of life, 
and it can be a time of great fulfill-
ment, growth and joy.

The Pagosa Senior Center will 
be offering T’ai Chi Chih with ac-
credited instructor Patti Popovich 
starting Jan. 4, and continuing each 
Thursday in the new year from 1:30 
to 2:30 p.m., and longtime local 
practitioner Udgar Parsons will 
offer mindfulness-based medita-
tion classes from 3 to 4 p.m. in the 
dining hall to support older adults 
who want to discover purpose 
and fulfillment in this transitional 
phase of life.

T’ai Chi Chih and mindfulness-
based meditation are not martial 
arts, but rather tools for self-heal-
ing. Softness, flow and effortless-
ness are the guiding principles in 
these practices.

For tai chi, it will include 19 
easy-to-learn movements and one 
pose designed to stimulate, circu-
late and balance the vital energy, 
or universal life force, referred to as 
“Qi,” which is inherent in all of us.

T’ai Chi Chih is often thought 
of as a moving meditation because 
of the calming effect on the mind 
and emotions, and the release of 
tension throughout the body. All 
classes will be free for older adults 
(age 60 and better) and will last 
approximately one hour in the 
dining hall.

No special clothing or equip-
ment is required for either class. 
We welcome and invite you to join 
us on your journey. We are here to 
support you and the community 
on our collective healing journey.

For more information, contact 
rosa@psseniors.org or call (970) 

264-2167.

Senior Conversations
Join us Mondays at 1:15 p.m. for 

a series of “Senior Conversations” 
with local Bill Salmansohn. 

He will lead the group through 
mindfulness exercises and discus-
sion of various topics pertaining to 
aging in Archuleta County. Explore 
and discover for yourself answers 
to your questions and concerns. 

The meeting will be held in the 
Senior Center in the dining hall. 
Snacks will be provided.

Healthy aging and yoga 
therapy class series 

Gather with local yoga practi-
tioner AJ Connors for a series of 
evidence-based healthy aging and 
yoga therapy classes at the Senior 
Center geared for adults and older 
adults of all ages. 

This yoga series promotes 
healthy aging for individuals with 
therapeutic classes offering yoga 
tools and education for strength, 
resilience and wellness. 

Classes are designed to address 
different aspects of healthy aging 
and are geared toward accessibility 
and gentle practice. The themes for 
the class will include physical and 
mental well-being utilizing move-
ment, meditation and breathing 
practices. 

Mats and chairs will be pro-
vided; it’s optional to bring a blan-
ket, and please wear comfortable 
clothing. 

The class is offered Mondays 
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. in the dining hall.

Pagosa Springs  
Scrapbooking Club

The Pagosa Springs Scrapbook-
ing Club holds monthly meetings 
the second Saturday of each month 
at the Senior Center. 

It meets each month from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. to be creative, share 
ideas, connect with friends, learn 
new techniques, share supplies 
and indulge in a potluck lunch 
together. 

Bring your scrapbooking proj-
ects — or any crafting project that 
you may want to work on with the 
group. If you would like to be added 
to the mailing list to receive notifi-
cations each month of the upcom-
ing meeting along with handy tips 
and tricks for scrapbooking, please 
send your request to copenhaver-
creative@gmail.com.

Share lunch Monday 
through Thursday

Join us at the Silver Fox’s Den, 

aka the Community Cafe, in per-
son for daily hot/cold meals Mon-
days through Thursdays at the 
Community Center between 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m. It is open to all. 
Pickup is available all week, in-
cluding Fridays. 

Our dining hall is open to all 
ages and welcomes you all with 
kindness and warmth. We provide 
hot/cold meals for anyone in the 
community interested in a nutri-
tious and delicious meal. For those 
60 or older we request a suggested 
donation of $10, but no one will 
be turned away. There is a $10.50 
charge for guests under the age 
of 60. 

Meals include a main course, 
side dish, fruit/dessert, garden 
salad plus beverage. Some popu-
lar menu items include Frito chili 
pie, pork tenderloin with harvest 
chutney, Singaporean pork ribs, 
vegetarian lasagna, Hawaiian 
shrimp with coconut rice and al-
ways a beautiful green salad. Many 
of our items are locally sourced and 
organic. 

Our chef works with a team of 
local food professionals to hand-
prepare your meal for dine-in ser-
vice in our cozy dining room (with 
an amazing view of the San Juans) 
or for takeout (via our convenient 
drive-through). Our menu changes 
daily. 

To reserve your meal for the day, 
please make your reservation via 
text or phone call to (970) 264-2167 
by 9 a.m. weekdays.

Community Cafe menu
Thursday, Jan. 4 — Vegetable 

lasagna with white sauce, garlic 
bread, garden salad, fruit and milk.

Friday, Jan. 5 — Chipotle lime 
tilapia, jasmine rice, sauteed kale, 
garden salad, fruit, milk and cook-
ies. 

Monday, Jan. 8 — New England 
clam chowder, oyster crackers, 
broccoli, garden salad, fruit and 
milk.

Tuesday, Jan. 9 — Beef Frito pie 
with cheese and sour cream, avo-
cado, garden salad, fruit and milk.

Wednesday, Jan. 10 — King 
Ranch chicken casserole, charro 
beans, cherry crisp, garden salad, 
fruit and milk.

Thursday, Jan. 11 — Cannellini 
bean and artichoke goat cheese 
casserole, rainbow chard, garden 
salad, fruit and milk.

Friday, Jan. 12 — Beef meatloaf, 
roasted butternut squash, garden 
salad, fruit and milk.

Grab-N-Go meals
Dine-in and Grab-N-Go meal 

reservations and cancellations are 
required. Please call or text by 9 
a.m. the morning of the day you 
want to pick up a meal. A sug-
gested donation of $10 helps to 
sustain our program. For ages 59 
n See Senior on next page
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For town boundaries, eligibility, 
or more info call 264-4151 or visit
www.pagosasprings.co.gov

town of  
pagosa springs
municipal 
election
april 2, 2024  •  7 am  — 7 pm
Town Hall
This is a mail ballot 
election

Get  
Involved.
Now is your chance to be part 
of the decisions made by the 
Pagosa Springs Town Council.

Here’s 
how.
The three at-large seats on Town 
Council will be up for election on 
April 2, 2024.
Candidate packets, information, 
and requirements will be available 
beginning January 2, at Town 
Hall. Information can be found 
on the town’s website: www.
pagosasprings.co.gov.
All candidate packets are due 
January 22.

Providing Quality Veterinary Care 
for Small Animal & Equine for 30 years

Dr. Kitzel Farrah
Small animal and equine care — areas 
of interest are Surgery and Ultrasound. 
Dr. Farrah’s hobby is showing Reining 
Horses.

Dr. Cara Finstad
Small animal and equine care — areas 
of interest are Equine emergency care 
and surgery. Dr. Finstad’s hobbies are 
anything outdoors and skiing.

Dr. Morgan Lopez
Small animal care only— areas of interest 
are preventative care, quality of life and 
end-of-life care, small animal dentistry. 
Dr. Lopez’ hobbies include hiking, 
backpacking and reading.

We are accepting new clients 
Appointments can be made 

by calling our office 970-264-2629, 
or visit sanjuanvethospital.com to book online.

Emergency After-hours Care 
for both Small animals and Equine 

House Calls
At-Home Euthanasia

Preventative Medicine
Full In-house Diagnostics

Digital Radiology
Ultrasound

Advanced Dentistry for small animal and equine
ICU Care/Full Hospital Care

Soft tissue and Orthopedic Surgery
Whole Life Care

Services we provide

Drs. Kitzel Farrah and Cara Finstad welcome Dr. Morgan Lopez to San Juan Veterinary Hospital

Cathy Justus W.F.C.P. 264-4462
Window Fashions Certified Professional

WINDOW COVERINGS
“JUST US ORIGINALS” 

est. 1986

blinds • shades • verticals • draperies • valances
bedspreads • bed skirts • pillows • cushions • & more

Always deep 

discounts

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  It’s time to think about keeping 
the chill out and the heat in with window coverings.

and younger, the cost is $10.50. No 
one will be turned away for their 
inability to donate. Please call or 
text us at (970) 264-2167 to make a 
reservation.

Meals on Wheels
We deliver fresh Meals on 

Wheels five days a week (and pro-
vide frozen Meals on Wheels for 
weekends) to homebound Archu-
leta County residents. Call or text 
us at (970) 264-2167.

Mobile food pantry  
service discontinued

The Mobile Food Pantry Service 
has been discontinued due to fund-
ing shortages. Older adults needing 
a ride to a local food pantry should 
contact the MET to schedule a 
ride with its paratransit service. 
For more information, contact 
Lavonne at (970) 264-2250.

Text reservations
Don’t forget that we offer a 

convenient texting service for you 
to communicate with us. Text us 
at (970) 264-2167. When texting, 
please include your name, phone 
number and the days you want a 
meal. If you are canceling a reser-
vation, please include your name, 
phone number and the days you 
want to cancel. 

Texting services are available for 
dine-in meal reservations, Grab-
n-Go meals and Meals on Wheels 
recipients.

COVID-19 test  
kits available

Stop by the Senior Center to pick 
up a pack of six free COVID-19 tests 
kits for your personal use. These 
kits are available to anyone in the 
public who needs affordable access 
for health promotion and disease 
prevention.

Mahjong
Mahjong is a 19th century Chi-

nese tile-based game that is com-
monly played with four players. 
Each player receives 13 tiles with 
a goal to make matching sets and 
pairs (like poker). To win, a player 
must form four sets and one pair. 

Come to the Senior Center to 
learn or play every Tuesday at 1:15 
p.m.

Medicare call by  
appointment

For anyone who needs help 
enrolling and navigating Medicare 
plans, the San Juan Basin Area 
Agency on Aging helps with parts 
A, B and D. They can also help you 
with fraud concerns and trouble-
shooting any billing issues you 
may be having. By appointment 
only. Please call the Medicare line 
at (970) 264-0501, ext 2. 

Bridge 
The longest-played bridge game 

in Archuleta County takes place on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1:15 
p.m. 

Bridge is a four-player card 
game with partners sitting oppo-
site each other around a table. It 
is a trick-taking card game using a 
standard 52-card deck. Come alone 
or bring a partner.

Hand and foot card game
Whether you are new to hand 

and foot or interested in learning, 
please join us most Thursdays at 
1:15 at the Senior Center. 

This card game involves four 
rounds of playing until the final 
round is reached — some two to 
three hours later. Plan to stay and 
meet some new friends or catch up 
with those you have missed over 
the last couple of years. 

No experience is necessary, so 
come willing to learn.

Supporting ASI
Please support our ongoing 

operations and programming that 
provide critical services to some of 
the most vulnerable in Archuleta 
County. 

You may mail your donation to 
P.O. Box 3444, Pagosa Springs, CO 
81147 or please visit our website, 
http://www.psseniors.org/ (dona-
tion button). Donation checks can 

be written to: Archuleta Seniors 
Inc. We are located at 451 Hot 
Springs Blvd. For more informa-
tion about Archuleta Seniors Inc., 
please visit http://www.psseniors.
org/.
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Non-emergency 
medical 
transportation 
to Denver, Durango, 
Farmington, Colorado 
Springs — Anywhere 
in Colorado and border 
state approved cities 
for Medicaid insured 
rides to and from 
Medicaid providers 
Pre-approval and 
24-hour notice 
required. 

FREE RIDES 
for 

MEDICAID 
CLIENTS

anywhere in the State of Colorado
Please call us to get qualified: 

970-731-4081
Durango Airport Shuttle • Taxi Service • Weddings

Charter Service • Private Parties
Also

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling

PUC # 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

Preview Calendar

n See Calendar on next page

We wish to thank you, 
our valued customers, 

for your continued patronage.

We wish you a Happy New Year. 
We look forward to 
serving you in 2024.

The Tile & Carpet Store
M-F 8-4:30  •  (970) 731-5282

204 Bastille Dr.  
(N. Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)

Guy, Linda, 
Vicki, Tessa

& Steve

All events listed in The PREVIEW 
Calendar are free of charge unless 
otherwise noted. 

Thursday, Jan. 4
Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-

son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild will 
welcome writers who are looking for 
opportunities, support and camara-
derie with other writers. Members 
will provide support, resources and 
guidance for each other. 

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center. 
Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15 

p.m., Senior Center. No experi-
ence is necessary, so come willing 
to learn.

T’ai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30, Senior Cen-
ter. Free for those 60 and better.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, etc. 
Bring your device charger. We 
provide assistance with accessing 
any of the library’s online resourc-
es. Call (970) 264-2209 for more 
information. 

Mindfulness-based Meditation 
Class. 3-4 p.m., Senior Center. 
Free for those 60 and better.

Dungeons and Dragons. 4-5:30 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Join the adventure. 
Preregistration is required because 
space is limited. Contact Josie@
pagosalibrary.org to join. 

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 
students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced 
students from 6-7 p.m. 

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services, or PALS, can 
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial 
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can 
help you develop a plan to achieve 
your education goals. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information. 

Friday, Jan. 5
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Crystal Energy. 2-4 p.m., Sisson 
Library. Teens are invited to a spe-
cial crystal energy session to learn 
about the chakras and the crystals 
that relate to each of them.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ 
Wrestling. 5 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa versus Nucla. 
Rocky Mountain Duals.

Saturday, Jan. 6
Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Wres-

tling. 10 a.m., Pagosa Springs High 
School. Pagosa versus multiple 
opponents. Rocky Mountain Invite.

Pagosa Peak Genealogical Society 
Meeting. 10 a.m., Community Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 434 Lewis 
St. The featured speaker will be 

Katherine Scott Sturdevant. If you 
wish to take part by Zoom, contact 
Dan Senjem at (970) 398-0214 or 
desenjem@ yahoo.com.

LEGO Club. 11 a.m.-noon, Sisson 
Library. For ages 6-11. Bring your 
own or use our LEGOs to free build.

Monday, Jan. 8
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11:30 a.m., 
PLPOA Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave. 
Beginners meet at 9:30 a.m. and 
the advance group meets at 10:15 
a.m. If you haven’t attended before, 
please call Beverly at (970) 264-
2064 for more information.

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m., 
Senior Center.

Learn to Knit or Crochet. 2-3:15 
p.m., Sisson Library. Come learn 
to knit or crochet. For ages 8 and 
up. Supplies are provided.

Healthy Aging and Yoga Therapy 
Class. 2:30-3:30 p.m., Senior 
Center.

Shakespeare Read-Aloud Club. 
3:30-5 p.m., Sisson Library. Call 
Jenny at (240) 426-7887 for more 
information.

Pagosa Unplugged. 4-6 p.m., Sisson 
Library. Musicians of all abilities are 
invited to jam and sing with others. 
Call Susan at (970) 946-3396 for 
details.

Tuesday, Jan. 9
Tech Time. 10 a.m.-noon, Sisson 

Library. Basic questions related to 
computers, smartphones, tablets, 
etc. Bring your device charger. 
We provide assistance with ac-
cessing any of the library’s online 
resources. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist 
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your 
current stitching project and a 
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy 
the fellowship of other stitchers. All 
are welcome.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center. 
Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Ruby’s Book Club. 2-3 p.m., Sisson 

Library. This free book club is held 
the second Tuesday of each month, 
alternating between fiction and non-
fiction titles, with snacks provided. 
Anyone is welcome to attend.

Dungeons and Dragons. 4-5:30 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Join the adventure. 
Preregistration is required because 
space is limited. Contact Josie@
pagosalibrary.org to join. 

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 
students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced 
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 

Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult Learn-
ing Services, or PALS, can help 
you with high school equivalency, 
GED, college prep, financial aid, 
tutoring and more. Mark can help 
you develop a plan to achieve your 
education goals. Call (970) 264-
2209 for more information. 

Wednesday, Jan. 10
Pickleball Beginner Lessons. 8:30-

10:30 a.m., Community Center. 
Loaner paddles are available. 
Reservations are required and can 
be made at pagosapickleball.org 
under the “Play” tab.

Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 
Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson 
Library. Join us for an educational 
hour of reading, singing and free 
play while building early literacy skills 
together. For all ages. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

Therapy Dog Visit. 11-11:45 a.m., 
Sisson Library. Stop by and visit 
with a certified therapy dog.

Elementary Tutoring. 3:30-4:30 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Build essential 
skills in core subjects. Registration 
required. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information. 

Friends of the Library Special Event. 
5 p.m., Sisson Library. Friends of 
the Library are invited to enjoy pizza 
and sodas while getting to know 
each other and learning about plans 
for 2024. Please RSVP to cindi@
pagosalibrary.org by Jan. 8.

Spanish Fiesta Committee Meeting. 
5:30 p.m., dining room, Community 
Center, 451 Hot Springs Blvd. All 
are welcome to attend.

Virtual Author Talk: Rebecca Serle. 
6 p.m., virtual. Listen live or record-
ed. Featuring “Embrace Love in the 
New Year: A Heartfelt Conversation 
with Rebecca Serle.” For details 
and to register, go to https://libraryc.
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Tangles Hair Salon
970-731-2810

2035 Eagle Drive Unit 110

Fall in love with your hair!

tangles hair

Come see your small town Pagosa girls at Tangles!

Tanya Kasey

Preview Calendar
n continued from previous page

Airport Shuttle 
& Taxi Service

PUC 55878 

Why pay 
more? PAGOSA CAB

Call today to schedule! (970) 398-0123

Food & Grocery Delivery • Doctor’s Visits
Serving Durango to South Fork and metro Pagosa

org/pagosalibrary/upcoming. 

Thursday, Jan. 11
Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-

son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild will 
welcome writers who are looking for 
opportunities, support and camara-
derie with other writers. Members 
will provide support, resources and 
guidance for each other. 

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center. 
Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15 

p.m., Senior Center. No experi-
ence is necessary, so come willing 
to learn.

T’ai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30, Senior Cen-
ter. Free for those 60 and better.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, etc. 
Bring your device charger. We 
provide assistance with accessing 
any of the library’s online resourc-
es. Call (970) 264-2209 for more 
information. 

Mindfulness-based Meditation 
Class. 3-4 p.m., Senior Center. 
Free for those 60 and better.

Teen/Tween Escape Room. 4-5:30 
p.m., Sisson Library. Solve puzzles 
and find clues quickly to be sure 
you can get out of the room before 
the deadline.

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 

free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 
students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced 
students from 6-7 p.m. 

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services, or PALS, can 
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial 
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can 
help you develop a plan to achieve 
your education goals. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

San Juan Stargazers Astronomy 
Club Monthly Meeting. 7 p.m., 
Community United Methodist 
Church, 434 Lewis St. There will 
be a social hour starting at 6 p.m. 
At 7:10 p.m., Barbara Sanborn will 
present on eclipses.

Friday, Jan. 12
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Bingo. 1:15-2:30 p.m., Senior Center. 
Free. Those under 18 must have an 
adult chaperone. For more informa-
tion, contact (970) 264-2167.

Free Legal Clinic. 2-3 p.m., Sis-
son Library. Meet with a volunteer 
civil attorney via Zoom at the library. 
Registration required. Registration 
opens on the first day of each month. 
Space is limited. Call (970) 264-2209 
or email ruby@pagosalibrary.com.

‘Mario Kart’ Live. 2 p.m., Sisson 
Library. Love playing “Mario Kart”? 
Play in real life at this drop-in pro-
gram. Participants will race around 
the course on space hoppers.

‘Hunger Games’ Party. 4 p.m., Sis-
son Library. Are you a fan of the 
“Hunger Games”? Join for crafts 
and activities based on the books.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa versus Cen-
tauri.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School versus Centauri.

Saturday, Jan. 13
Beginners Chess Club. 9:30-11 a.m., 

Sisson Library. Learn how to play 
chess with quick lessons and game 
time or practice your skills. 

Knitters Circle. 1-3 p.m., Sisson 
Library. Join new or experienced 
knitters to get help with your project, 
or sit and knit.

Submit your calendar items to editor@
pagosasun.com; mail them to The 
Pagosa Springs SUN, P.O. Box 
9, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147; or 
deliver them to The SUN office by 
noon Monday.

Bill & Susan Schwab,
Owners & Operators Since 2003

(970) 731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.

Open 8:00 - 5:30  Mon. - Fri.
24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

This Holiday Season make sure your family is safe.
There is no better time to have your vehicle winterized, put on all-season or 
studded snow tires, and equip it with Winter Wiper Blades to ensure easy 

start-ups and safer driving on the snowy, icy roads.

Piedra Automotive

Drive Safe This Holiday Season

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited time offer. Shop supplies and tax not included.  
May not be combined with any other offer. See the pros at Piedra Automotive for details.

Offer ends 1/17/24

10% OFF10% OFF
Winterization Service or Oil & Filter Change
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EXCAVATION WORK THAT MAKES THE GRADE

DRIVEWAYS • FOUNDATIONS • PONDS • BACKFILLING
FILL DIRT & GRAVEL HAULING • SEPTIC SYSTEMS • UTILITY WORK

Schedule 

your project 

today!

Your local news source 
since 1909.

n See Calendar on next page

Bird of the Week

Photo courtesy Charles Martinez
This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon 
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the house finch. 

As its name suggests, this is a bird that you don’t need to travel far 
from home to find. Originally living in the hot deserts and dry, open areas 
of the southwest, it has adapted to life in human-created habitats and 
is now found in towns and rural areas as well as its more natural open 
woodland, streamside and brushy landscapes. 

In the early 1900s, caged birds were shipped to pet shops in the east, 
where they were sold for the colorful appearance and cheerful song 
of the male. When protections afforded by the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act threatened these shops with fines in 1940, some of the birds were 
released on Long Island. From this small beginning, within 50 years 
populations had spread across the eastern United States and southern 
Canada, where they are now common.

Outside of breeding season, these social birds are rarely seen alone 
and can form very large flocks. Using stout, conical bills, they feed on 
the ground, in the brush or on trees for a wide variety of weed seeds, 
buds and fruits. Like the goldfinches, they rarely eat insects and even 
feed nestlings crushed plant materials. They will readily visit feeders to 
consume black-oil sunflower and nyjer thistle seeds. 

The house finch is a small finch with a brown-streaked back, wings 
and belly. Males are rosy red around the face, breast and rump, and wear 
a brown cap on their rounded heads. These color patterns are also seen 
in the male Cassin’s finch, whose head feathers form a bright red peaked 
crown and who has less streaking on his flanks. 

The intensity of red is a product of the carotenoids in the food the 
male house finch consumes when feathers are forming during spring 
molt, and some males are orange or yellowish instead. Males may sing 
at any time of year and females in spring. Brown-streaked females prefer 
the reddish males as partners. 

A contagious bacterial infection known as mycoplasmal conjunctivitis 
has caused steep declines in some house finch populations. It causes 
respiratory problems and often displays as birds with red, runny, crusty 
eyes which can become swollen shut. If you see finches with these symp-
toms at your feeder, it is recommended that you take the feeder down 
for several days to disperse the sick birds before others are affected. 
Disinfect your feeders before putting them back out. 

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and 
www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/.
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What we learned about Alzheimer’s in 2023
By Jim Herlihy
Alzheimer’s Association

2023 was a landmark year for 
Alzheimer’s disease research, in-
cluding advancements in treat-
ment, risk factors and diagnosis of 
Alzheimer’s and other dementias. 

In this new era of Alzheimer’s 
treatments, here are seven signifi-
cant discoveries from this year re-
garding the seventh-leading cause 
of death:

1. There are now three newly ap-
proved treatments for Alzheimer’s, 
with a fourth on the way. 

In July 2023, the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
granted traditional approval for 
Leqembi for treatment of mild 
cognitive impairment due to Al-
zheimer’s and mild Alzheimer’s 
dementia. While not a cure, this 
treatment slows cognitive decline 
and can give people with early Al-
zheimer’s more time to maintain 
their independence.

Back in June 2021, the FDA 
granted accelerated approval to 
Aduhelm for the same purpose. 
At the Alzheimer’s Association 
International Conference in July 
2023, Eli Lilly reported positive 
results for a third treatment: don-
anemab. Phase 3 trial data for 
donanemab (monoclonal antibody 
that targets amyloid — a sticky, 
neuron-damaging protein in the 
brain) among patients in the early 
stages of Alzheimer’s showed a 
60 percent slowing of cognitive 
decline compared to patients on 
placebo. Nearly half (47 percent) 
of study participants at the earliest 
stage of the disease who received 
donanemab had no clinical pro-

gression at one year.
FDA action on donanemab is 

expected by the end of 2023.
In May, the FDA approved brex-

piprazole for agitation in people 
with Alzheimer’s disease. This is 
the first FDA-approved treatment 
for Alzheimer’s-related agitation, 
which is experienced by about 45 
percent of Alzheimer’s patients. 
According to research published 
in May 2023, there are currently 
more than 140 therapies being 
tested that target multiple aspects 
of Alzheimer’s.

2. Hearing aids slow cognitive 
decline. 

Hearing loss is present in 65 
percent of adults over age 60, 
according to researchers. This 
study looked at a subgroup of 
older adults with hearing loss who 
were at higher risk for cognitive 
decline (about one-quarter of the 
total study population). This study 
showed that those participants at 
highest risk for cognitive decline 
who utilized hearing aids and hear-
ing counseling for three years cut 
their cognitive decline in half (48 
percent).

3. Gut health and constipation: 
16 percent of the world’s popula-
tion struggles with constipation 
— more among older adults due 
to fiber-deficient diets, lack of 
exercise and the use of certain 
medications. 

Researchers found that bowel 
movements of every three days 
or less was associated with 73 
percent higher odds of subjective 
cognitive decline and long-term 
health issues like inflammation, 
hormonal imbalances and anxiety/
depression.

4. Advances in blood tests for 
Alzheimer’s: A simple finger-prick 
blood test, similar to what people 
with diabetes do daily, shows 
promise in the ability to detect 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

Researchers in Sweden col-
lected blood samples and shipped 
n See Alzheimer’s on page 15

A Cure for 
Winter Projects: 

Rent it from P.V.R.
Sewer Inspection Cameras

Sewer Snakes
Dehumidifier

Wood Chippers
Man Lifts

Dump Trailers
Skid Steers
Excavators

Log Splitters & more

305 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

See our full line of equipment on 
pinevalleyrental.com

Shop local for your 
equipment rental needs

TOP 10 HEALTH MISTAKES: 
Many of the choices we make about our health are 
ill informed and just plain wrong. Some choices 
can actually make us sick. What’s more, we repeat 
them! So let’s look at a few of the more common 
mistaken choices:

PART 8: SKIPPING BREAKFAST
Breakfast is the meal that people most often skip, 
yet it’s the most important meal of the day. If you 
miss eating breakfast, you will likely experience 
a drop in your energy, endurance, and memory. 
You are also less likely to get the fiber, B-Group 
vitamins, and iron you need for the day.

Skipping breakfast can also be unkind to your 
waistline, as it will slow your metabolism, thus 
increasing hunger, reducing your willpower to make 
healthy choices, and increasing the likelihood that 
you will overeat later in the day and lead to eating 
the wrong foods.

What you can do: Get up in time to eat a good 
breakfast. Many traditional breakfast foods are healthy and easy to prepare. These include whole 
grain cereals, oatmeal, 100% whole grain toast, fruit, and skim milk or “nut” milks. Avoid sugary 
foods, highly processed foods, and anything fried. An easy and quick breakfast is to make a fruit 
smoothie. Start your day off right with the proper food and enjoy a day of health and vigor!!!

“Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have 
from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” I Corinthians 6:19,20
Fun Bible Facts: All but two of the 176 verses in Psalm 119 make reference to the Scriptures in 
some way. The famous explorer David Livingstone could quote this entire chapter at the age of 9 
with only 3 mistakes.

A public service from your Adventist friends & neighbors at Pagosa Springs Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Disclaimer: This and all our Nature’s Remedies are for health information purposes only. The Seventh Day Adventist Church is not responsible for results.

40 Oren Road • 970-731-1005

HEALTHY SELF

A PROTESTANT DENOMINATION
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To view this home contact

Ricardo Riojas 
Ricardo@nexthomermr.com 
909.900.3063 or 970.507.8655
Colorado License ER100039711

FULLY RESTORED & RENOVATED 

Historic Victorian Home

Situated on two town lots overlooking the San Juan River. Previously a B&B, 2 kitchens, 6 bedrooms, 4 full and 
2 one-half baths, 2 living rooms and much more. Lots of potential in this home. $2,200,000. MLS #808143

MAJESTIC 
PROPERTIES

JIM GARRETT
v ATTORNEY v

Protecting your interests
LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE

BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS
New location: Downtown, above the theatre

422 PAGOSA ST., NO. 5
 970-880-0468 • 412-508-1060

P.O. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS • jyg44law@gmail.com

Local • Nights & Weekends 
Delivery Available!

RENT A CAR

(970) 585-9181
pagosaautorents.com

Pagosa Auto Rents

$70 
per Dayper Day

them overnight, without tempera-
ture control or cooling, and found 
the results for detecting warning 
signs of tau and other elements 
consistent with Alzheimer’s risk to 
be comparable to standard blood 
collection. 

The ability to collect blood 
samples remotely, without refrig-
eration, will significantly increase 
the accessibility of these tests, 
particularly to rural areas.

In a related Swedish study, 
primary care physicians correctly 
identified the presence of Alzheim-
er’s-related changes in 55 percent 
of cases while the blood test did so 
in more than 85 percent of cases.

5. New use of opioids increases 
risk of death in older adults with 
dementia. 

This study of the entire popula-
tion in Denmark age 65 and older 
diagnosed with dementia between 
Jan. 1, 2008, and Dec. 31, 2018, 
found a fourfold increased excess 
mortality risk among participants 
within 180 days after their first 
opioid prescription. 

Strong opioids (including mor-
phine, oxycodone, ketobemidone, 
hydromorphone, pethidine, bu-
prenorphine and fentanyl — used 
to relieve pain when milder medi-
cines are not effective) were as-
sociated with a sixfold increased 

mortality risk. Among those who 
used fentanyl patches as their first 
prescription, 64.4 percent died 
within the first 180 days compared 
with 6.4 percent in the unexposed 
group.

6. Cognitive benefits of volun-
teering: Volunteering in late life is 
associated with better cognitive 
function. 

A University of California-Davis 
study found that volunteering was 
associated with better baseline 
scores on tests of executive func-
tion and verbal episodic memory.

A study by University of Col-
orado researchers of an adult 
population aged 70 to 79 showed 
that volunteering was related to 
16 percent lower odds of develop-
ing dementia (24 percent lower 
among women). While there are 
benefits to remaining cognitively 
active through employment after 

the traditional retirement age, 
researchers noted that volunteer-
ing may provide added benefits 
because volunteering “is mentally 
and emotionally rewarding.”

7: First-ever county-level Al-
zheimer’s prevalence statistics: The 
Alzheimer’s Association released 
the first Alzheimer’s prevalence 
statistics for all 3,142 counties in 
the United States. The average for 
the U.S. among adults 65 and older 
is 10.7 percent, but higher rates 
were found in numerous areas in 
the East and Southeast. Miami-
Dade County was highest at 16.6 
percent. Statewide, Colorado’s rate 
is 10.4 percent. Age is the leading 
risk factor for Alzheimer’s, but 
Blacks and Hispanics are at higher 
risk for developing the disease due 
in large part to factors including 
higher rates of heart disease and 
diabetes.

Alzheimer’s
n continued from page 13

Will they cry for me after I’m gone?
By Betty J. Slade
PREVIEW Columnist

We begin a new year and leave 
behind an old one. We lost friends 
in 2023. The thought makes me 
ponder as to what we’re doing 
these last years of our lives. Are we 
leaving behind anything of value? 
Will my family cry for me after I’m 
gone?

We’re leaving a house for them 
to sell. They can divide the pro-
ceeds. They’ll have a little money 
in their pockets for a brief moment, 
soon to be forgotten. Money in the 
bank? Yes, they might take a fam-
ily cruise, laugh, play and poke 
fun of my Sweet Al’s stories. That’s 
fine, too.

We will all leave something 
behind. We’re not taking anything 
with us. A good name is valuable 
for people to remember us. It’s 
our legacy. 

Like the Harman name. 
It’s part of Pagosa’s history, cel-

ebrated every Fourth of July. Har-
man Park is a subdivision for others 
to build in. Researching the Upper 
Blanco Basin for my Western book 
series, it brought up the Harman 
name. They homesteaded that land 
around 1900.

A superhero in our own back-
yard, his comic strips still entertain 
us. No, not Superman or Spider-

Man, but Red Ryder and Little 
Beaver. With his horse Thunder, 
Red lived on Painted Valley Ranch 
in the 1890s in the Blanco Basin of 
the San Juan mountain range. His 
Native American sidekick, Little 
Beaver, rode with Red on his horse, 
Papoose, and they fought the bad 
guys. 

The longest-running and most 
popular comic character of the 
Western genre appeared in movies, 
was on the radio, in comic strips, 
comic books and was used in mass-
market retailing. He had a launch 
date of Nov. 6, 1938, and originally 
ran until Sept. 30, 1965.

We know Fred Harman by what 
he did. He was born Feb. 9, 1902, 
and died Jan. 2, 1982. After reading 
what it took to launch his art career, 
I would call him persistent. We 
can learn from him. He didn’t fall 
into success, he created success. 
He experienced many failures. He 
didn’t give up. As I read his bio, I 
was taken by how many creative 
ideas he tried before he found his 

niche in Red Ryder.
He was known as the finest 

brush and ink artist of the Western 
genre. Self-taught for dramatic 
perspective and authentic details, 
he was a pressman’s helper at The 
Kansas City Star, was employed at 
the Kansas City Film Ad Company 
and worked as an animator with 
Walt Disney. He formed a company 
with Disney that went broke within 
a year.

Harman left a good name be-
hind. Yes, we all leave behind who 
we are. I believe building relation-
ships with family members is the 
most important thing we can do. 
I’m reminded of Elaine Hyde’s 
funeral. Her grandchildren meant 
so much to her and she meant the 
world to them. All her grandchil-
dren cried over her.

I said then to my Sweet Al at 
Elaine’s funeral service, “I want to 
have touched my grandchildren’s 
lives in a way they will cry when 
I’m gone. I don’t remember crying 
for my grandparents. I didn’t have 
a relationship with them. I don’t 
remember laughing and enjoying 
them. They were important to me 
only because they were grandpar-
ents. Period.”

At Janet Sorenson’s funeral, I 
watched one of her grandchildren 
cry and cry. His mother consoled 

Arts
Line

Artist’s 
Lane

n See Lane on next page
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him through the whole service. 
Janet built relationships with her 
children. She meant so much to her 
family. Even today, when we meet 
her children in the store, they have 
tears on their heart.

What are we doing to develop 
relationships with our own family 
members? We are all getting older. 
I don’t want them to see us as a 
burden where they feel like they 
have to spend time with us, and 
endure the hardship when they 
have to take care of us.

I don’t want them to cope with 
me. I want them to enjoy me. Is 
that too much to ask? I want them 
to find wisdom in my words, an 
ear that will listen and understand 
what they’re going through. Have I 
built that safe meeting place where 
they eagerly run to me and know 
they can be themselves?

 My grandson called this week 
and said, “You and I read the book 
and talked about the ‘Boys in the 
Boat.’ My wife and I would like 
to take you to Durango to see the 

movie.”
Wow! They really want to be 

with me? I felt like Sally Fields at 
the Oscars with her unforgettable 
speech. Surprised, she cried out, 
“They like me. They really, really 
like me.”

I jumped at the chance to be with 
my grandson. I know we’ll discuss 
the movie in a deeper way. He and I 
have built a strong relationship over 
the years. We talk to each other from 
a deep place in our hearts.

Final brushstroke: I want to be 
enjoyable to my children so they 
don’t see my Sweet Al and me as a 
burden. I want them to know more 
about us, listen to our stories, glean 
from our faith in God and find us 
fun to be with. A strong relation-
ship with each of my family mem-
bers is what I want to leave behind. 
I believe it will give them an anchor 
to hold firm and know who they are 
and where they come from.

Send your comment to bettys-
lade.author@gmail.com.

Views expressed do not necessar-
ily represent those of The SUN.

Lane
n continued from previous page

Ski bum culture 
hits reality

Arts
Line

Opinion: 
Writers on 
the Range

By Heather Hansman
PREVIEW Columnist

Nearly two decades ago, I moved 
to the mountains to be a ski bum, 
chasing snow. I was a stereotype 
— an East Coast kid pulled west by 
the promise of bigger adventures 
and higher mountain ranges. I was 
also part of a counterculture that 
rejected social norms in favor of 
100-day ski seasons.

In ski towns in western Colorado 
in 2005, risk was everywhere, but in 
a way that felt exciting. I liked the 
brag of drinking too much, and 
I was too naïve to notice harder 
drugs. Climate change seemed 
theoretical, and no one I knew had 
died in the mountains yet.

Corporate entities were just 
starting to binge-buy resorts while 
I somehow thought that living in 
my car was cool and I could exist 
like that forever.

But myths are complicated 
things to keep alive, and I even-
tually left ski towns to work as a 
writer, already seeing the ski-bum 
dream changing. I saw friends 
struggling to build careers, families 
and community while still chasing 
the fragile dream that a powder day 
topped almost everything. 

So, recently, I went back to see 
what was going on, to try to track 
the evolution of what had been my 
own obsession. I looped through 
mountain towns across the West, 
from Aspen, Colorado to Victor, 
Idaho, and Big Sky, Mont., to assess 

the current state of ski bums. 
What I found was that everyone 

trying to build a life in those towns 
was struggling, from my old col-
leagues who had stuck around and 
wished they’d bought real estate to 
“lifties” fresh out of school.

“A lot of people here are living a 
fantasy I can’t obtain,” said Malachi 
Artice, a 20-something skier work-
ing multiple jobs in Jackson, Wyo.

At the most basic level, the math 
just didn’t work. In most mountain 
towns, it’s now nearly impossible to 
work a single full-time service job, 
the kind that resort towns depend 
on, and afford rent. The pressure 
shows up in nearly everything, 
including abysmal mental health 
outcomes like anxiety and depres-
sion. 

Ski towns have some of the 
highest suicide rates in the country, 
and social services haven’t expand-
ed to meet demand. Racial gaps are 
also widening in an industry that 
often depends on undocumented 
immigrants to fill the poorly paid, 
but necessary, jobs it takes to keep 
a tourist town running. 

On top of all that, abundant 

n See Writers on page 19



If you or someone you know 
might be at risk of suicide, 

there is help. 
Call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 

at 1-800-273-8255, text a crisis counselor at 741741 
or visit suicidepreventionlifeline.org.
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BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service 
you and your family through providing quality in our 
work, and being timely and efficient. 
Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing 
water. Water mixed with the normal environments 
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding 
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 
system installations and repairs as well as moisture 
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER 
RESTORATION  

FLOOD 
MITIGATION

DUCT CLEANING
Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor 
Removal

MountainMenDM.com • mail@mountainmendm.com 

Winter is sadly the time 
for bursting pipes. 

Call us 24/7 for your flood damage needs
Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

Pagosa Pagosa 

ExpressExpress
Lube

No Appointment Necessary!

1985 Eagle Drive 
731-1400

Next to Advance Auto Parts 
Locally Owned/Operated

oil  
changechange

Off Any Full Service 

$12 off
Any Full Service  

Synthetic Oil Change Wiper Blades

Buy One, Get One
FREE

$7
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Safe2Tell Colorado
(877) 542-7233

Anonymously report anything 
that concerns or threatens you, your friends, 

your family or your community.

Are you 
thinking of a 

change in 2024?
I want to sell 

your home for you.
The market is still moving!

I’m working with 
buyers and sellers. 

for supporting me 
in my 8th year of 

real estate!

Thank you 
Pagosa Springs

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

(970) 946-3480
debbie@ownpagosa.com 

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year
448 PAGOSA STREET • OWNPAGOSA.COM

Call me today for a free market analysis.

How to prepare and serve charcuterie
By Melina Bricker and  
Robin Young
PREVIEW Columnists

A cutting board topped with 
jams, sliced cheese, nuts, raspber-
ries, grapes and rolled meat slices 
— if you paused for a moment 
trying to determine the best pro-
nunciation for “charcuterie,” you’re 
not alone. 

It is pronounced “shaar-koo-
tree.” 

Outside of saying it correctly, 
you may also be wondering how to 
best select ingredients, arrange and 
present. Or, you might be wonder-
ing how long you should leave it 
out for guests (or yourself). 

The good news is, unlike re-
membering how to say it, char-
cuterie is incredibly easy to do well. 
During the holidays especially, 
having attractive foods to meet 
every palate and walk-by muncher 
at the dinner table is important.

What is charcuterie? 
Charcuterie is most commonly 

traced back to France in the 15th 
century. Translated, it roughly 
mean chair or char (meat) and 
cuite (cooked). 

Funnily enough, the modern 
use of charcuterie actually trans-
lates to “cold cuts.” 

For the most part, the meat his-
torically used was different cuts of 
cured pork, which meant pork that 
had been salted to remove bacte-
ria-loving moisture. Some cured 
meats, like bacon, need to still be 
cooked for safe consumption, and 
meats like prosciutto that are cured 
well don’t need to be. 

Charcuterie was a delicious 
way to use fermentation to slow 
or alter bacterial growth in meats 
and cheeses, elongating the pro-
tein life and use far beyond that of 
fresh cuts.

Presentation
Charcuterie is typically pre-

sented on a wooden base or board. 
Often, a simple wooden cutting 
board is a simple and elegant way 
to arrange your bite-size morsels. 

There are a few tips and tricks 
to creating a visually appealing 
and healthy spread, whether it’s 
only for one or two or scaled up 
for many. 

For the holidays, consider in-
cluding culturally and/or diet-
specific elements. For example, 
swapping out pork cuts for other 
cured meats, including seasonal 
varieties of fruit, or even making 
a fully vegetarian board are all 
doable.

How-to tips
• Preparations: Food safety 

when serving others includes 
many considerations, but hand-
washing is the most important. 
Wash food-contact surfaces with 
soap and water before preparing. 

Clean, sanitize and air dry the 
board prior to preparation. Gather 
all your foods and board or display 
trays prior to assembling the char-
cuterie board.

• Board: Choose your board. For 
one to two people, 6 inch-by-17-
inch boards (or close to that) work 
well. For larger groups, consider 
increasing the board size commen-
surately. Remember that if you’re 
serving more than six to seven 
people, you may need to increase 
the variety of options on the board.

• Proportions: Typically, you can 
follow a 3-3-3-3 rule. That means 
three kinds of cheeses, three types 
of meat, three starches, and three 
accompaniments. This could look 
like cheddar, brie and asiago; pro-
sciutto, hard salami and pancetta; 
mini toast crackers, pita and sliced 
baguette; and marmalade, olives 
and nuts.

• Cheese: When selecting chees-
es, remember that texture plays a 
big role. Choose a combination of 
soft, hard and medium cheeses 
that can be cut differently. Brie and 
Gouda often come in rounds with 
rinds or wax, so cutting these into 
attractive triangular pieces creates 
a stunning look.

Cheese has a long history and 
enormous variety. You can learn 
a lot by looking at the Colorado 
State University (CSU) Food Source 
Info page that’s all about its con-
sumption, creation and food safe 
practices.

• Meats: Roll your salami or 
larger, thinner meat cuts into at-
tractive shapes. A short tutorial of 
creating fancy charcuterie meat 
displays can be helpful in really in-
creasing the beauty of your display. 
They are simple and create a huge 
wow factor. Place them near your 
cheeses in a way that makes them 
easy to grab with hungry fingers.

• Arrangement: When arrang-
ing items on the board, start with 
height first. This means selecting 
a few small dishes, like ramekins 
or even dipping sauce bowls. 
You don’t have to get crazy fancy. 
Small dishes and interesting little 
containers create dimension and 
height on your board.

After you’ve placed your ra-
mekins/small dishes and filled 
them with your choice of olives 
(or tapenade), marmalade or pre-
serves, slice and arrange your 
cheeses around the board.

Group a single type of cheese 
in either cubes or triangular “pie” 
slices around the board. There will 
be gaps — that’s good. You’ll fill 
them in later.

• Accessories: Add charcuterie 
“accessories” to fill in the gaps and 
create visual appeal.These are your 
nuts (walnuts, almonds and pecans 
are wonderful choices), as well as 
dried fruits or even fresh ones — 
as long as the moisture content 
doesn’t bleed over into your softer 
cheeses.

Strawberries are delicious addi-
tions to the board, but when sliced 
are very moist. Try using smaller, 
whole strawberries, or switching 
to a less “wet” fruit like blueberries, 
grapes or apple slices (brushed 
with lemon juice).

• Healthy upgrades: For a 
healthier take on the charcuterie 
board, consider swapping out two 
starches for more varieties of nuts. 
You could reduce sugar by switch-
ing the marmalade for fresh fruit. 
This provides a burst of color on the 
board while still providing natural 
sweetness.

• Food Safety: While your cured 
meats remain good longer than 
fresh cuts, almost all food is in 
the danger zone if not kept below 
40 degrees Fahrenheit. Wrap and 
refrigerate any unconsumed char-

n See Viewpoints on next page
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cuterie before the two-hour mark. 
To learn more about food safety, 

visit CSU Extension’s nutrition, 
food safety and health website to 
read publications, recent updates 
to food safety practices and other 
nutritional information.

Charcuterie is a wonderful (and 
fancy) way to put a lot of excellent 
protein into events and holidays. 
Your ability to augment each board 
to your own dietary wants and 
needs provides ample opportu-
nity to create nutritious and even 
unusual combinations to celebrate 
what we all know and love: being 
together for the holidays and shar-
ing delicious food.

R5efrigerator needed for 
Extension office 

 The Extension office is look-
ing for a commercial refrigerator 
to replace the one in the Exhibit 
Hall that finally went kaput after 
many years. If you have a working 
commercial refrigerator that you 
are looking to get rid of, please let 
us know. We will come remove it 
for you.

Save the dates

Jan. 23-March 12: Colorado 
Building Farmers and Ranchers 
Business Development Program. 
Go to https://www.facebook.com/
CSUARCHCTY for more informa-
tion and to sign up.

Feb. 20, 22: Livestock and Forage 
Growers Updates. More informa-
tion will be coming soon.

Save the dates for Tuesday eve-
nings in April. 

Do you own property in Archul-
eta County? Would you like to know 
more about your land? 

The CSU Extension office and 
the San Juan Conservation District 
are hosting an in-depth landowner 
series on stewardship practices on 
your land. 

CPR and first aid classes
CPR and first aid certification 

classes are offered every other 
month by the CSU Extension office, 
generally on the second Monday 
and Wednesday of each month 
from 6 to 10 p.m. The cost for the 
classes is $80 for combined CPR/
first aid and $55 for CPR, first aid or 
recertification. Call the Extension 
office at (970) 264-5931 to register.

Check out the online option 
on our website: https://archuleta.
extension.colostate.edu/.

Viewpoints
n continued from previous page
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TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY
FIREWOOD. One cord, split, delivered and 
stacked in the immediate Pagosa Springs 
area. Only $300. Call now, (970)903-0731.

PERSONALS
FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP.  24-hour 
domestic violence and sexual assault helpline. 
(970) 264-9075.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE PAGOSA SPRINGS AREA TOURISM 
BOARD currently has four (4) vacant seats. 
We are currently seeking a lodging repre-
sentative, a short term rental representative, 
a hospitality / recreation representative and 
one at-large member.   The application can 
be downloaded from: https://drive.google.
com/file/d/1sWUWSwHnaEaloyhryS-9h8S_
n7Lq6B0c/view?usp=sharing.  Applications 
should be received no later than Wednesday, 
January 10th, 2024 at 5pm.  Please contact 
Jennie Green at (970)903-9728 with any 
questions.Submit your 

classified ad 
online.

PagosaSUN.com

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

References and 
Reviews online 
at Rover.com

Loving Dog Care 
by Leslie N.
Find me on Rover.com 
using zip code 81147
D Boarding  D Day care
D Drop ins D House sitting

50% OFF 
SALE 

Pre-Retirement 
Inventory Reduction

Framed Art
Unframed Art
Photo Frames

Accessories
Jewelry

Ready-made Frames

ART & FRAMING CENTER 
next to City Market

Mon-Fri 10-4, Sat 10-2

I'm Jack, an independent 46 lb., 7-year-old 
Ridgeback mix fellow who loves to go on long 
hikes. I'm great on a harnessed walk, and would 
make a wonderful buddy to stroll through the 
woods and take in nature's beauty. I can be a 
handful, so I'm probably best as an only dog in 
an adult home with an experienced owner. I’ve 
put on some weight now that I’m getting regular 
meals, so a walk would be great for me! Call the 
Shelter (970)731-4771 to apply.

I’m Cheese, a friendly guy who is 
looking for a cozy home. Need a lap 
warmer this winter? I’ll be your pet! 
Call the Shelter (970)731-4771 to 
apply.

Start @ $97

Think Hair
Think Elizabeth

970-903-5152

PagosaSUN.
com
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snowfall, the basis of a ski resort’s 
economy, is getting cooked by cli-
mate change.

And sure, you can argue skiing 
is superficial and unimportant, but 
ski towns — some of the most elite 
and economically unequal places 
in the country — are microcosms 
for the way our social fabric is 
splitting. 

Ski towns face crucial, compli-
cated questions: Can they build af-
fordable housing and also preserve 
open space? What happens when 
health care workers or teachers 
won’t take jobs because they can’t 
find a way to live in the community 

they serve? Will a town willingly 
curb growth when that’s what sup-
ports the tax base?

There are no easy answers be-
cause the problems are entrenched 
in both that slow-moving nostalgia 
that stymies change, and in the 
downhill rush of capitalism, which 
gives power to whoever pays the 
most: The housing market always 
tilts toward high-end real estate 
instead of modestly priced homes 
for essential workers. 

What we value shapes our lives, 
and so I think we must hold the 
ski industry to higher standards. 
If these rarefied places can find 
ways to support working as well as 

Health insurance open 
enrollment: Sign up before Jan. 15
By Karen Evans
Archuleta County Public Health  
Department

There is still time to sign up for 
open enrollment for 2024 until 
Jan. 15. 

The Archuleta County Public 
Health Department opened at 502 
S. 8th St on Jan. 2. We are now avail-
able Monday through Friday from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. to assist you with 
your health insurance needs on 
the Connect for Health Colorado 
exchange. If you sign up by Jan. 15, 

you can have a start date as soon 
as Feb. 1. 

Depending on income you 
may qualify for tax credits to 
help with your monthly pre-
mium. It is possible to have zero 
premium with low co-pays and 
deductibles, or more affordable 
coverage. 

If you would like more informa-
tion, you can make an appoint-
ment to come in person to talk 
about your health insurance needs 
or you can give us a call for infor-
mation based on your individual 

or household situation. 
Please call (970) 264-2409 and 

ask for Karen Evans if you would 
like some help enrolling in health 
insurance for the new year. 

If you need help with Medicaid 
renewal or CHP+ we are happy to 
help you with that as well. 

Let’s make this a healthy new 
year.

After Jan. 15, if you have life-
changing circumstances (birth, 
divorce, loss of insurance), Evans 
can also help you enroll in health 
insurance throughout the year. 

Writers
n continued from page 16 leisure-based communities, they 

could serve as lessons for change 
elsewhere.

During my tour, I saw necessary 
workers in the ski industry facing 
hard economic choices, but I also 
saw positive, community-scale 
change. In Alta, Utah, for instance, 
the arts nonprofit Alta Community 
Enrichment added mental health 
support when its employees re-
ported an urgent need. 

If ski-resort towns are going to 
survive, the lives of their workers 
need to matter, and that means 
caring about them — from afford-
able housing to accessible mental 
health support.

Heather Hansman is a contribu-
tor to Writers on the Range, writer-
sontherange.org, an independent 
nonprofit dedicated to spurring 
lively conversation about the West. 
She is the author of “Powder Days: 
Ski Bums, Ski Towns and the Future 
of Chasing Snow,” and lives in Du-
rango. Views expressed do not neces-
sarily represent those of The SUN.

Thank 
you for 

supporting 
our 

advertisers!
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PAGOSA AA: M-W-F 5:30P.M.; Sunday 
10a.m, Tuesday and Thursday at noon, 
Saturday at 10a.m.. Zoom Sunday 10a.m., 
ID 858 319 763, password 754 234, 315 N. 
2nd St., County Road 200 (.2 miles off 160). 
Information, call Kathi (970)946-1482, or 
Central Office (888)333-9649.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alco-
holics Anonymous meets Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 5:30-6:30p.m. at the Restoration 
Fellowship Church, 264 Village Drive. Ques-
tions? Contact Richard at (970)903-1456 or 
Diamond at (970)264-1073. More resources at 
www.aa.org, www.aa-westerncolorado.com, 
(970)245-9649, or (888)333-9649 (24 hours).

SERVICES

AFFORDABLE KITCHENS, proudly doing 
business in Pagosa Springs since 2000. Cabi-
nets, counter tops and installation. Please call 
(970)749-4335. Mike Barr, owner-operator.

ASPENGLOW LANDSCAPING/ YARD 
MAINTENANCE/ YARD CLEANUP. Mowing, 
trimming, raking and tree trimming. Tractor 
available for planting and landscaping. 
(970)946-2061.

BAZ THE HANDYMAN PAGOSA Springs is 
your one stop shop for wide range of home 
maintenance and repair solutions. Just call 
Baz (480)433-1776.

CHOICE CLEANING, LLC. Commercial, 
STR/LTR, post construction and move outs. 
Licensed and insured.  Call (970)507-1399.

CLEANING WITH ATTENTION TO DETAILS. 
Residential and commercial. Please call Julie 
(970)946-8229.

ANNOUNCEMENTS SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

WINTER 
STORAGE SPECIALS
Protect your property with our 

20’ New Storage Containers 
available to rent or buy

Call today!

970-731-0007
PagosaSpringsStorage.com

New Construction
Remodeling • Houses
Garages • Barns • Decks
Licensed, insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

Call Rick 
(970) 946-1737

Feel the warmthFeel the warmth

Custom installation & finish work 

Chase caps
Snow splitters

Pagosa Peak 
Custom Fireplaces
1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:
(970) 264-2006
www.pagosafireplaces.com

Wood & Gas 
Burning 

Fireplaces 
& Stoves

Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth 
Isokern • FMI
Enviro Pellet 

Stoves

Fine 
& Fast 
Painting

Handyman too!
Experienced • Equipped • Insured

Over 20 years experience
See some of my work at

www.flickr.com/photos/mmmsted

(857) 247-0871
mmmsted@gmail.com

Blueprints
Have your plans drawn now.

Don’t wait! 
Be ready to start your house, 
barn, garage or deck on time.

Call Rick 
946-1737

Master Craftsman
Handyman Services
Remodeling Specialist
Kitchens • Baths
Decks • Basements
Interior Trim • Painting
Exterior Siding Installation
Concrete Work • and more
Large & Small Repair Work
Steve
(970) 946-3356

Call Dan • (970) 582-0006

FIRE & ICE

FIREWOOD
Snow Removal

PLUMBING
Semi-retired plumber 
30+ years experience 
15+ years in Pagosa

Reasonable rates • Local references
Michael • 480-685-6191

I return all calls!

The Water 
Runner
Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery

Cistern Deep Cleaning
(970) 731-5022

Chadd Carnley, owner

You call,
we haul!
Since 1999

CUSTOM
HOMES

REMODELING
NEW ADDITIONS

COMMERCIAL
Detail Oriented, Trustworthy & Reliable Cleaners

For All Your Housekeeping & Window Cleaning Needs
Find us on Google & Facebook

Text/call Kim  (970) 946-6446

Stone & Tile Works 
Over 25 years of expertise in 

stone and tile installation. 
Leaky shower? 
We fix that too! 

Visit tilestoneworks.com 
or call 720-360-9491

JD's Cool 
Water Heating

Sales, Service & Repair
Boilers & 

Tank-less Water Heaters
27 years in Pagosa Springs • (970) 946-3989

Colorado License PC0001348, Insured

We can facilitate all your maintenance or remodeling needs - Kitchen, bath, decks & plumbing
Project/renovation ManageMent  — Architecture, permitting, engineering & interior design 

High Meadows Properties, LLC
A Premier Property Management Company Since 2003

For a more complete list of services and testimonials, go to www.HighMeadowsProperties.com

Home Renovation 
Maintenance & Security Checks

Call today (970) 403-2263

Contracts, Leases, Wills & Trusts
Formation, Securities & Employment

FSBO, Landlord/Tenant & Property Management
MED, Hemp & FDA Compliance

Copyrights & Trademarks

Local Real Estate, Business 
& Estate Planning Attorney

To schedule your free 
consultation, email 

alex@buscherlaw.com
970-335-9098 

422 Pagosa Street, 
Suite 10

www.buscherlaw.com

Excavation • Dirt Work  
Asphalt Driveways • Foundations • Ponds • Septic Systems

Skid Steer • Mini Excavator 
Seven-ton Dump Truck

Free Estimates

Call Josh at 970-903-5892 
Serving Pagosa Springs, Arboles & Chromo

TURN A JOB

TO DO INTO

A JOB WELL

DONE

Pagosa 

Construction Services

Call (970) 749-4252
Licensed & Insured  •  20+ Years Experience 

Remodels including Kitchen & Bath
Siding • Decking • Drywall • Painting

No Job Too Small

Snow 
Removal!
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Thursdays, 5:30-6:30p.m. at the Restoration 
Fellowship Church, 264 Village Drive. Ques-
tions? Contact Richard at (970)903-1456 or 
Diamond at (970)264-1073. More resources at 
www.aa.org, www.aa-westerncolorado.com, 
(970)245-9649, or (888)333-9649 (24 hours).
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AFFORDABLE KITCHENS, proudly doing 
business in Pagosa Springs since 2000. Cabi-
nets, counter tops and installation. Please call 
(970)749-4335. Mike Barr, owner-operator.

ASPENGLOW LANDSCAPING/ YARD 
MAINTENANCE/ YARD CLEANUP. Mowing, 
trimming, raking and tree trimming. Tractor 
available for planting and landscaping. 
(970)946-2061.

BAZ THE HANDYMAN PAGOSA Springs is 
your one stop shop for wide range of home 
maintenance and repair solutions. Just call 
Baz (480)433-1776.

CHOICE CLEANING, LLC. Commercial, 
STR/LTR, post construction and move outs. 
Licensed and insured.  Call (970)507-1399.

CLEANING WITH ATTENTION TO DETAILS. 
Residential and commercial. Please call Julie 
(970)946-8229.
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Handyman Services
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Steve
(970) 946-3356

Call Dan • (970) 582-0006

FIRE & ICE

FIREWOOD
Snow Removal

PLUMBING
Semi-retired plumber 
30+ years experience 
15+ years in Pagosa

Reasonable rates • Local references
Michael • 480-685-6191

I return all calls!

The Water 
Runner
Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery

Cistern Deep Cleaning
(970) 731-5022

Chadd Carnley, owner

You call,
we haul!
Since 1999

CUSTOM
HOMES

REMODELING
NEW ADDITIONS

COMMERCIAL
Detail Oriented, Trustworthy & Reliable Cleaners

For All Your Housekeeping & Window Cleaning Needs
Find us on Google & Facebook

Text/call Kim  (970) 946-6446

Stone & Tile Works 
Over 25 years of expertise in 
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High Meadows Properties, LLC
A Premier Property Management Company Since 2003

For a more complete list of services and testimonials, go to www.HighMeadowsProperties.com

Home Renovation 
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Excavation • Dirt Work  
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Skid Steer • Mini Excavator 
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264-2100

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING. Reasonable 
prices. Linda Lerno, (970)731-5173.

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR HOUSE painting 
and staining. Kitchens, bathrooms, decks, 
granite countertops and more. Call Josh 
Soniat (970)903-5892.

HANDY HELPERS. “We are here to lend a 
helping hand,” snow removal, land clearing, 
debris haul off, jobsite cleanup, property 
maintenance & all your indoor/outdoor home 
projects. Give us a call today for a free esti-
mate, (970)403-9159.

HANDYMAN SERVICE. Noah’s Ark Enterpris-
es. (970)9015298.

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable 
and reliable. (970)946-2061.

WELDER- 20 YEARS PIPE and structural 
certified, guaranteed work, custom fabrication, 
handrails, gates, repairs, fully equipped mobile 
welding rig ready to bring the shop to you. Call 
Sean (970)946-0385.

METAL ROOF REPAIR, TIGHTENING or 
replacing. Chimney cleaning, chimney repair. 
Replacement or new chimney installs. Call 
(970)731-4585 office, or (970)946-1275.

MINT ROOFING-ROOF SNOW REMOVAL & 
ICE DAM MITIGATION Contact Mint Roofing 
at (970)426-5255.

PAGOSA SPARKLES, LLC. Group of high 
standard cleaners, reliable, trustworthy and 
affordable. Window cleaning also available. 
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.

PROFESSIONAL SNOW REMOVAL. - Resi-
dential and Commercial. Fully insured. Shovel 
and salt upon request. Call now for quote. 
(970)946-4450.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE/ HOME CARE 
checks, providing snow removal, landscaping, 
handyman services. Call Eric (970)946-2061.

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25 
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden 
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual. 
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted.

SENIOR COMPANION/CARE-ASSIST Ser-
vices in Pagosa Springs. Services include a 
wide range of tasks. Call for questions and 
pricing at (970)325-3585.

SERENITY SALT CAVE AND SPA. Gift 
certificates, gift baskets, massage therapy, 
Biomat, sound healing, aromatherapy oxygen 
lounge, Halotherapy, retail therapy, salt scrub, 
bath salts, mushroom-based coffees and teas, 
tinctures, handcrafted soaps and creams, and 
more. www.serenitysaltcavespa.com, River 
Center plaza, (970)812-8670. We look forward 
to meeting you!

SKID STEER EXCAVATOR, DUMP trailer for 
hire. Driveways, foundations, gravel, septic 
systems, etc. Call Josh Soniat (970)903-5892.

SNOW REMOVAL, HANDYMAN and small 
engine repair. Call or text for references and 
pricing. Geoffrey, (970)585-4586.

TANKLESS/ON DEMAND WATER HEAT-
ERS. Largest inventory in the area, including 
replacement parts. Same day Installation 
and service in most cases. We are the only 
company that extends the parts & labor 
warranty from 1 year to 5 years. VAIL HOME 
SERVICES, (760)835-1041.

TREE REMOVAL. Licensed and insured up 
to $2 million. Free estimates. No obligations. 
Call OR text (970)903-8068.

HEALTH
HOT SPRINGS HEALERS. Sessions at 
hot springs! Also, cranial sacral, bodywork, 
massage. Serving Pagosa 27 years, Dr. Dean 
and Amanda, (970)844-0645, (970)903-5309.

HELP WANTED
BANK OF COLORADO is seeking to hire a 
Teller/New Accounts. Performs regular teller 
duties, answering phones to assist customers 
with balances and transfers, and various ac-
count maintenance. Bank of Colorado offers 
PTO, health vision and dental insurance, and 
a 401K plan. Must be willing to work rotating 
Saturdays and have a flexible schedule to 
either open or close. To apply visit www.
bankofcolorado.com/careers.

GENERAL LABORER NEEDED - Asst. 
duties. Please send job history or resume to 
frontdesk@pagosalandcompany.com,
phone (970)264-5000.

HIRING EXPERIENCED EQUIPMENT OP-
ERATOR. Flexible work schedule. Pay DOE. 
Call (970)946-3966.

HOMESPUN HOT TUBS is hiring another 
spa clean tech. We will train. $20 / hour. 35-
40 hours / wk. Text Stuart @ 818-963-0836.

HOUSEKEEPING. Full-time position. MUST 
be able to work Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays along with holiday shifts. We are 
looking to add one more team member to 
our current housekeeping staff. If you have 
a friendly attitude, an eye for detail, and a 
strong work ethic, we’d love to hear from 
you! Healing Waters Resort & Spa, 140 Hot 
Springs Blvd. Email: sales@pshotsprings.
com, Attention Housekeeping, or stop by to 
fill out an application. Puesto de limpieza a 
tiempo completo. Debe poder trabajar los 
Viernes, Sábados, y Domingos. Junto con los 
turnos de vacaciones. Estamos buscando un 
miembre  mas del equipo a nuestro personal 
de limpieza actual. Si tienes una actitud am-
igable, un ojo para los detalles y una fuerte 
ética de trabajo. Nos encantaría saber de ti el 
en Healing Waters Resort and Spa, 140 Hot 
Springs Blvd, Email: sales@pshotsprings.
com. Atención al Servicio De Limpieza. O 
pásate por aquí para rellenar una aplicación.

IMMEDIATE OPENING FOR CDL DRIVER 
Experience in forestry equipment helpful. 
Must pass drug test. Local driving only. Please 
send your resume to frontdesk@pagosaland-
company.com.

MOUNTAIN SPIRITS IS SEEKING custom-
er service associates. Must be available 
nights and weekends. We offer $16 p/h to 
start, accrued vacation/personal time, per-
formance-based bonuses twice a year, and 
employee discounts. Please apply in person.

NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a 
full-time cashier nights and weekends. Com-
petitive wages. Please apply in person at 30 
N. Pagosa Blvd.

OWNERS, THERE IS A LONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We 
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need 
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest 
commission and highest customer service. 
All you have to do is wait for your rent check 
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain 
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.

PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time 
cashier. Please come and apply in person at 
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.

PAGOSA THERAPEUTICS AND THE 
GREEN HOUSE are looking for friendly and 
enthusiastic people who are eager to share 
their knowledge and help customers navigate 
the wide world of cannabis. Must be 21 years 
of age. A Marijuana Enforcement Division 
badge is required to start work. Come join 
a growing company with opportunities for 
advancement and involvement in outreach 
events. Please email your resume to employ-
ment@jandjinc.net.

SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Walmart Pagosa Springs Supercenter

In-person hiring event 
Friday, Jan. 12 & Saturday, Jan. 13

 from 10am-2pm
Hiring All Full Time Positions

$18 per hour minimum start rate
Full Benefits Package and College Tuition

Start application process at www.walmart.com/careers
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Dental insurance for full-time employees. 
Please apply in person at 2435 Eagle Drive 
in Pagosa Springs.

ROOF LABORER NEEDED with some con-
struction experience. Will train. $20-$25/ hour 
to start. (970)749-0830.

SUBWAY IS HIRING. Enjoy working in a 
fun environment with a great team? Earn a 
strong hourly wage with tips while serving our 
wonderful community.  Apply online at subway.
com, or in person.

SEEKING PART-TIME HELP. For landscap-
ing/ snow removal. Must have valid drivers 
license and transportation. Contact Eric. 
(970)946-2061.

SUMMIT TRANSPORT looking for versatile 
equipment operator. If interested, call Mike at 
(970) 749-4797.

PHYSICAL THERAPY TECH. Rocky Moun-
tain Physical Therapy has an opening for a full 
time Physical Therapy Tech. We are looking 
for a dependable, energetic multitasker who 
will enjoy helping people recover from sur-
geries, injuries, accidents and other health 
issues to join our team. No prior experience 
necessary.  We offer competitive pay, $16-18 
per hour, and benefits including paid holidays, 
paid sick leave, 401k plan, and a profit sharing 
program. Please submit resume to RMPT, 35 
Mary Fisher Circle or email to rockymoun-
tainpt@yahoo.com

PONDEROSA LUMBER IS SEEKING a 
person for a yard associate/ driver position. 
Lumber experience and/or CDL license is a 
plus, but not necessary. Duties may include 
delivering loads to job sites, as well as helping 
customers in the yard, loading/ unloading 
trucks and providing inventory support. We 
offer competitive wages based on experience 
and a benefit package that includes Holiday 
Pay, Paid Time Off, 401(k) and Medical/

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
MULTI USE 6,800 SQUARE BUILDING with 
business in prime location with high produc-
ing business .60 acre. lot $2,350,000. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.

PRIME LOCATION NEAR NAVAJO State 
Park. Gas station, liquor store, convenience 
store, restaurant, motel, post office. $1.7 
million. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta 
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

FOR SALE
4 SET TIRES COOPER DISCOVERER 
275/60R20 AT3 Good tread $480 970-946-
0305 leave a message.

4 SET TIRES PATHFINDER 265/70R16 112T 
AT Good Tread $320 970-946-0305 leave a 
message.

CRAFTSMAN PROFESSIONAL 30-INCH 
SNOWBLOWER for sale, good condition for 
$400. Call (480)254-8092.

DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $240 a cord. 
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfield. 
Gabe (970)403-2784.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. $300 split and 
delivered, per cord. $250 picked up, per cord. 
(970)507-0369. Hattie.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine and aspen. Cut 
about 16” long, split. Delivered by longbed 
truckload (about 1 cord). Call (970)946-4450.

FOR SALE. Gehl 362 mini excavator 2000. 
Thumb, Peter, side 5 cab tilt. 24” bucket. 
Recent rebuilt hydraulics. Too much to list. 
$13,500.(970)507-0240.

HEAVY DUTY cab-over truck rack with remov-
able crossbars for taller loads; for 8’ bed. $375 
970-946-0305 leave a message.

NEED FIREWOOD? Pine/Aspen mix $350 a 
cord, or get a HUGE dump truck load for $600! 
GUARANTEED full cords. Contact Dan with 
FIRE&ICE at (970)582-0006.

NEED FIREWOOD? Pine/Aspen mix, $325 a 
cord or get a HUGE dump truck load for $650! 
GUARANTEED full cords. Contact Dan with 
FIRE & ICE at (970)582-0006.

NEW 20’ CONTAINERS FOR SALE or rent. 
We deliver to homes or businesses. Pagosa 
Springs Storage (970)731-0007.

OUTDOOR VEHICLE STORAGE SPACES 
available. 16’, 20’, 25’, plus indoor 12’x20’. 
Winter specials starting at $60. Pagosa 
Springs Storage. Gated with security cameras. 
(970)749-1500.

QUALITY HORSE HAY Grass and grass 
alfalfa mix. Barn stored. $10 a bale. Call 
(970)884-2635.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for 
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded, 
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan 
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

GARAGE SALES
BE SURE TO CHECK for more yard sales in 
the Too Late To Classify section.

PETS
ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop 
by or call (970)731-4771. You’ll be amazed 
at what we have to offer. www.humaneso-
ciety.biz.

AKC ROTTWEILER PUPPIES available for 
their forever homes January 10. One set of 
shots, puppy well check and micro-chipped, 
five female, one male. Please call for more 
information, serious inquiries only. (970)507-
1154.

DOGGY DAY CARE 81147.COM. Open 365 
days of the year! Full day and half day doggy 
day care and overnight boarding. Convenient-
ly located just 1 mile from downtown Pagosa. 
Call (970)264-9111.

FOR POOCH SAKES GROOMING. Appoint-
ments available with Kelly (303)819-2015. Mo-
bile appointments with Barb (970)903-1290.

LOVING DOG CARE BY LESLIE N.. Find me 
on Rover.com using zip code 81147. Boarding, 
day care, drop ins, house sitting. References 
and reviews online at Rover.com.

WANTED
VINTAGE LICENSE PLATES WANTED, cash 
paid, higher price for older/rarer plates. Call/
text Colin: (970)367-7594.

CARS FOR SALE
2011 HONDA ELEMENT. 191,877 miles, 
$1,300, OBO, as is, body good. Contact 
Eddie, 141 S. 10th St, (970)264-5760.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED FOR SALE

CUSTOMER SERVICE 
REPRESENTATIVE

$1,000 Sign-On Bonus

The Pagosa Springs SUN is recruiting for a dynamic, versatile 
customer service representative. This position is required to work 
at our office at 457 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147. Hours 
8:00am to 4:30pm. 

JOB RESPONSIBILITIES
Account Management: Support the Advertising Department with 
account management activity that’s associated with customers 
running ads in the SUN, PREVIEW, special publications and on our 
digital platforms. 
Administrative: Handle postal paperwork, insertion order processing 
and payment processing for advertising and subscriptions. 
Service: Provide personable, friendly customer service answering 
phones and interacting in person with customers that visit the office. 
Communication: Serve as a point of contact for internal and external 
communications. Answer phones, respond to emails and direct 
inquiries to the appropriate team members. 
Project assistance: Assist with special projects and initiatives as 
needed. 

 REQUIREMENTS
3-5 years of experience working in an office. 
Excellent attention to detail and accuracy in data entry.
Strong organizational and time management skills to meet payroll 
deadlines.
Excellent communication skills on the phone and through all 
communication channels. 
High level of proficiency in MS Excel and other Microsoft Office 
applications.

COMPENSATION RANGE/BENEFITS
$17-$20/hour depending on experience level.
Eligible for medical, dental and vision benefits on the 1st of the 
month after 30 days of employment. 
Eligible to enroll in the company’s 401 (k) retirement savings on the 
1st of the month after 90 days. The company matches 50% of your 
contribution up to 2.5% of total compensation. 
16 days of PTO plus 4-5 paid holidays.
Opportunity for advancement and career growth within the 
company. 

ABOUT THE COMPANY
O’Rourke Media Group is a fast-growing company that owns and 
operates hyper-local, community newspapers, websites, niche 
publications and a full-service digital agency. We are family-owned 
and mission-driven to save newspapers and local media companies 
by investing in the people, resources and technology needed to thrive 
for many years to come. 
O’Rourke Media Group now operates in eight states and 28 markets 
with 41 publications and hyper-local websites. 

Send your email or letter of interest directly to 
CEO Jim O’Rourke at jorourke@orourkemediagroup.com

an O’Rourke Media Group company

Terry’s ACE  • 525 Navajo Trail Dr. • 970-731-4022

TERRY’S COLORADO HOME 
SUPPLY AND ACE HARDWARE IS 

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR A 
PURCHASING AGENT/BUYER

Job duties include attending trade shows, 
meeting with vendor representatives, purchasing 
merchandise for store sale in clothing, housewares, 
gift, furniture/décor, and creating seasonal product 
changes across many departments. 

Must have: Retail and/or office experience, high 
level computer proficiency, excellent communica-
tion skills, multi-task with ease. The ideal candidate 
is outgoing, creative, detail oriented, dependable, 

budget/deadline minded, team player. Valid driver’s 
license and occasional travel required. 

Start at $23+ per hour depending on experience.

Full-time benefits package included. Healthcare, 
Paid time off, Profit Share, Discounts, and more. 

Apply in person Monday – Friday. Applications on 
www.terrysace.com.

In-person hiring only.

CONTRACTOR SALES
Ponderosa Lumber is seeking 
a customer service oriented 
individual to assist contractors 
with purchasing building 
materials. Knowledge of 
building materials is necessary. 
Responsibilities include:

• Providing excellent customer 
service

• Completing required paperwork
• Providing product information
• Data Entry

Please apply in person at 

Ponderosa Lumber
2435 Eagle Drive or call (970) 731-4111
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Dental insurance for full-time employees. 
Please apply in person at 2435 Eagle Drive 
in Pagosa Springs.

ROOF LABORER NEEDED with some con-
struction experience. Will train. $20-$25/ hour 
to start. (970)749-0830.

SUBWAY IS HIRING. Enjoy working in a 
fun environment with a great team? Earn a 
strong hourly wage with tips while serving our 
wonderful community.  Apply online at subway.
com, or in person.

SEEKING PART-TIME HELP. For landscap-
ing/ snow removal. Must have valid drivers 
license and transportation. Contact Eric. 
(970)946-2061.

SUMMIT TRANSPORT looking for versatile 
equipment operator. If interested, call Mike at 
(970) 749-4797.

PHYSICAL THERAPY TECH. Rocky Moun-
tain Physical Therapy has an opening for a full 
time Physical Therapy Tech. We are looking 
for a dependable, energetic multitasker who 
will enjoy helping people recover from sur-
geries, injuries, accidents and other health 
issues to join our team. No prior experience 
necessary.  We offer competitive pay, $16-18 
per hour, and benefits including paid holidays, 
paid sick leave, 401k plan, and a profit sharing 
program. Please submit resume to RMPT, 35 
Mary Fisher Circle or email to rockymoun-
tainpt@yahoo.com

PONDEROSA LUMBER IS SEEKING a 
person for a yard associate/ driver position. 
Lumber experience and/or CDL license is a 
plus, but not necessary. Duties may include 
delivering loads to job sites, as well as helping 
customers in the yard, loading/ unloading 
trucks and providing inventory support. We 
offer competitive wages based on experience 
and a benefit package that includes Holiday 
Pay, Paid Time Off, 401(k) and Medical/

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
MULTI USE 6,800 SQUARE BUILDING with 
business in prime location with high produc-
ing business .60 acre. lot $2,350,000. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.

PRIME LOCATION NEAR NAVAJO State 
Park. Gas station, liquor store, convenience 
store, restaurant, motel, post office. $1.7 
million. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta 
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

FOR SALE
4 SET TIRES COOPER DISCOVERER 
275/60R20 AT3 Good tread $480 970-946-
0305 leave a message.

4 SET TIRES PATHFINDER 265/70R16 112T 
AT Good Tread $320 970-946-0305 leave a 
message.

CRAFTSMAN PROFESSIONAL 30-INCH 
SNOWBLOWER for sale, good condition for 
$400. Call (480)254-8092.

DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $240 a cord. 
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfield. 
Gabe (970)403-2784.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. $300 split and 
delivered, per cord. $250 picked up, per cord. 
(970)507-0369. Hattie.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine and aspen. Cut 
about 16” long, split. Delivered by longbed 
truckload (about 1 cord). Call (970)946-4450.

FOR SALE. Gehl 362 mini excavator 2000. 
Thumb, Peter, side 5 cab tilt. 24” bucket. 
Recent rebuilt hydraulics. Too much to list. 
$13,500.(970)507-0240.

HEAVY DUTY cab-over truck rack with remov-
able crossbars for taller loads; for 8’ bed. $375 
970-946-0305 leave a message.

NEED FIREWOOD? Pine/Aspen mix $350 a 
cord, or get a HUGE dump truck load for $600! 
GUARANTEED full cords. Contact Dan with 
FIRE&ICE at (970)582-0006.

NEED FIREWOOD? Pine/Aspen mix, $325 a 
cord or get a HUGE dump truck load for $650! 
GUARANTEED full cords. Contact Dan with 
FIRE & ICE at (970)582-0006.

NEW 20’ CONTAINERS FOR SALE or rent. 
We deliver to homes or businesses. Pagosa 
Springs Storage (970)731-0007.

OUTDOOR VEHICLE STORAGE SPACES 
available. 16’, 20’, 25’, plus indoor 12’x20’. 
Winter specials starting at $60. Pagosa 
Springs Storage. Gated with security cameras. 
(970)749-1500.

QUALITY HORSE HAY Grass and grass 
alfalfa mix. Barn stored. $10 a bale. Call 
(970)884-2635.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for 
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded, 
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan 
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

GARAGE SALES
BE SURE TO CHECK for more yard sales in 
the Too Late To Classify section.

PETS
ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop 
by or call (970)731-4771. You’ll be amazed 
at what we have to offer. www.humaneso-
ciety.biz.

AKC ROTTWEILER PUPPIES available for 
their forever homes January 10. One set of 
shots, puppy well check and micro-chipped, 
five female, one male. Please call for more 
information, serious inquiries only. (970)507-
1154.

DOGGY DAY CARE 81147.COM. Open 365 
days of the year! Full day and half day doggy 
day care and overnight boarding. Convenient-
ly located just 1 mile from downtown Pagosa. 
Call (970)264-9111.

FOR POOCH SAKES GROOMING. Appoint-
ments available with Kelly (303)819-2015. Mo-
bile appointments with Barb (970)903-1290.

LOVING DOG CARE BY LESLIE N.. Find me 
on Rover.com using zip code 81147. Boarding, 
day care, drop ins, house sitting. References 
and reviews online at Rover.com.

WANTED
VINTAGE LICENSE PLATES WANTED, cash 
paid, higher price for older/rarer plates. Call/
text Colin: (970)367-7594.

CARS FOR SALE
2011 HONDA ELEMENT. 191,877 miles, 
$1,300, OBO, as is, body good. Contact 
Eddie, 141 S. 10th St, (970)264-5760.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED FOR SALE

CUSTOMER SERVICE 
REPRESENTATIVE

$1,000 Sign-On Bonus

The Pagosa Springs SUN is recruiting for a dynamic, versatile 
customer service representative. This position is required to work 
at our office at 457 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147. Hours 
8:00am to 4:30pm. 

JOB RESPONSIBILITIES
Account Management: Support the Advertising Department with 
account management activity that’s associated with customers 
running ads in the SUN, PREVIEW, special publications and on our 
digital platforms. 
Administrative: Handle postal paperwork, insertion order processing 
and payment processing for advertising and subscriptions. 
Service: Provide personable, friendly customer service answering 
phones and interacting in person with customers that visit the office. 
Communication: Serve as a point of contact for internal and external 
communications. Answer phones, respond to emails and direct 
inquiries to the appropriate team members. 
Project assistance: Assist with special projects and initiatives as 
needed. 

 REQUIREMENTS
3-5 years of experience working in an office. 
Excellent attention to detail and accuracy in data entry.
Strong organizational and time management skills to meet payroll 
deadlines.
Excellent communication skills on the phone and through all 
communication channels. 
High level of proficiency in MS Excel and other Microsoft Office 
applications.

COMPENSATION RANGE/BENEFITS
$17-$20/hour depending on experience level.
Eligible for medical, dental and vision benefits on the 1st of the 
month after 30 days of employment. 
Eligible to enroll in the company’s 401 (k) retirement savings on the 
1st of the month after 90 days. The company matches 50% of your 
contribution up to 2.5% of total compensation. 
16 days of PTO plus 4-5 paid holidays.
Opportunity for advancement and career growth within the 
company. 

ABOUT THE COMPANY
O’Rourke Media Group is a fast-growing company that owns and 
operates hyper-local, community newspapers, websites, niche 
publications and a full-service digital agency. We are family-owned 
and mission-driven to save newspapers and local media companies 
by investing in the people, resources and technology needed to thrive 
for many years to come. 
O’Rourke Media Group now operates in eight states and 28 markets 
with 41 publications and hyper-local websites. 

Send your email or letter of interest directly to 
CEO Jim O’Rourke at jorourke@orourkemediagroup.com

an O’Rourke Media Group company

Terry’s ACE  • 525 Navajo Trail Dr. • 970-731-4022

TERRY’S COLORADO HOME 
SUPPLY AND ACE HARDWARE IS 

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR A 
PURCHASING AGENT/BUYER

Job duties include attending trade shows, 
meeting with vendor representatives, purchasing 
merchandise for store sale in clothing, housewares, 
gift, furniture/décor, and creating seasonal product 
changes across many departments. 

Must have: Retail and/or office experience, high 
level computer proficiency, excellent communica-
tion skills, multi-task with ease. The ideal candidate 
is outgoing, creative, detail oriented, dependable, 

budget/deadline minded, team player. Valid driver’s 
license and occasional travel required. 

Start at $23+ per hour depending on experience.

Full-time benefits package included. Healthcare, 
Paid time off, Profit Share, Discounts, and more. 

Apply in person Monday – Friday. Applications on 
www.terrysace.com.

In-person hiring only.

CONTRACTOR SALES
Ponderosa Lumber is seeking 
a customer service oriented 
individual to assist contractors 
with purchasing building 
materials. Knowledge of 
building materials is necessary. 
Responsibilities include:

• Providing excellent customer 
service

• Completing required paperwork
• Providing product information
• Data Entry

Please apply in person at 

Ponderosa Lumber
2435 Eagle Drive or call (970) 731-4111
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GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4 
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango. 
(970)385-7940.

TWO VEHICLES FOR SALE. 1st is a 1969 
classic F250 Custom Camper Special with 
custom engine rebuild. 58k original miles for 
$8900 OBO. 2nd is a 2001 Buick LeSabre, 
123,000 miles. Runs well. Could use some 
work. $2200 OBO. Call for details. (310)245-
0555.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
2 PRIVATE OFFICE SPACES. Uptown at 
543 Park Ave. 10x12, $150, and 20x20 with 
sink, $385. Both recently remodeled and price 
includes utilities. (970)300-9444, or info@
pagosaselfstorage.com.

4 OFFICE SPACES. Freshly remodeled, 
$400-$525. Well suited for spa services, 
140-270 sq. ft. Beautiful spacious restrooms. 
(970)946-3232.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE JANUARY 1 
Downtown Pagosa in the Metropolitan Hotel. 
250 square feet. $415 per month. Year lease. 
Call Jacque (970)946-7636.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering 
“Aspen Plaza ProSuites” These are Profes-
sional Office Suites available for Long Term 
or Short Term rental from 100 SF to 205 SF, 
priced from $264-$669/ month. We also offer 
Hourly, Daily, or other Membership options for 
even more flexibility. Also, Large Conference/ 
Event Room Available. Call (970)889-2022 for 
more information.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering 
Lewis St. Office Suites available from 238 
SF to 755 SF, and priced from $400 - $700/
mo. Excellent for a studio or professional 
office space. Call (970)889-2022 for more 
information.

2 BEDROOM, 2.25 BATH condo on Lake 
Pagosa $1800/month. TP-1 Team Pagosa 
(970)731-8599, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

3 BEDROOM, 2.25 BATH, 2-car garage, 
3,348 sq. ft. beautiful home on remote 35 
acres. $4,500/ month. TP-2 Team Pagosa 
(970)731-8599, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

AMAZING FURNISHED 3 BEDROOM, 2 
bath home that sits on 35 private acres in 
the Chimney Rock area.This is a must see 
property. $2350 per month with some utilities 
included. TP-8. Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599, 
pagosaspringsrealty.com.

BEAUTIFUL 4 BEDROOM, 3.5 BATH 2 car 
garage on 3 lovely and private acres. This is 
a must see property. Available now. $4,750/
month. TP-3 Call Team Pagosa (970)731-
8599, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

COMFY 1 BEDROOM, one bath beautifully 
remodeled and furnished condo on golf 
course. Water, sewer, trash and snow removal 
included. 1 year lease preferred. $1600 
per month. No smoking. No pets. Available 
01/01/24. (970)903-7088.

FURNISHED 2 BEDROOM with loft, 2 bath 
condo across from Lake Pagosa. Pet allowed. 
Available around January 1, 2024. $2195 per 
month. TP-6. Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599, 
pagosaspringsrealty.com.

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call 
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, 46 Eaton Drive, 
Suite #1, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

LOVELY UNFURNISHED 2 BEDROOM, 2.5 
bath, 2 car garage townhome on golf course in 
uptown Pagosa. All appliances including gas 
fireplace. $2150 per month. TP-5. Call Team 
Pagosa, (970)731-8599, pagosaspringsrealty.
com.

SADDLE MOUNTAIN TOWNHOMES. 3 
bedroom, 2-1/2 baths. Open floor plan with 
gas fireplace, oversize 2-car garage. Close 
to the bike path, uptown City Market and rec 
center. $2,550/month includes: water/sewer, 
lawn maintenance, snow removal. Call/text 
(512)626-8499.

STUDIO APARTMENT. Furnished or unfur-
nished. 8.5 miles north. Pets considered, 
fenced yard. $1200 per month, first month 
and security. Call (970)731-2010, please 
leave message.

SWEET FURNISHED 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 
1-car garage across from Lake Pagosa. 
Available 1/1/24. One small dog allowed. TP-
7. $2,400 per month. Some utilities included. 
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, pagosasprings-
realty.com.

UNFURNISHED 3 BED 2 BATH, 1 car garage, 
duplexes. Newly remodeled and updated. 
All appliances including gas fireplaces. Pets 
allowed. $2000 per month. TP-4 Call Team 
Pagosa (970)731-8599, pagsaspringsrealty.
com.

VACATION RENTALS
OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND 
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission 
and highest customer service. All you have to 
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We 
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals 
(970)507-1192.

COMMERCIAL
10 BEAUTIFUL COMMERCIAL ACRES. 
50x167 metal building with concrete floor, 3 
phase electric, well and more. $650,000. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties LLC a 
call (970)903-2817.

MULTI USE 6,800 SQUARE FOOT building in 
prime location on .60 of an acre. $1,375,000. 
Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties 
LLC a call (970)903-2817.

HOMES FOR SALE

Serving Sellers & Buyers
970-946-6856

christie@jimsmithrealty.com

Christie 
Calderwood
SRS,ABR,ePRO

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, 1 ACRE with great 
cell service, country views and 10 minutes 
from town. $235,000. Give Deb Archuleta 
at Archuleta Properties LLC a call (970)903-
2817.

64 ACRES, 3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOME, 
3 garages and shed, 46 shares of irrigation 
water, 3-3 phase electric outlets and beautiful 
views, too many extras to name them all. 
$995,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta 
Properties a call (970)903-2817

HUGE PRICE REDUCTION. Log home on 
the banks of Stollsteimer Creek. 3 bedroom, 
2 bath log home, 2-car garage, 2 acres with 
lots of extras. $675,000. Give Deb Archuleta 
at Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

LAND/ BUILDING SITES
1.2 ACRES CLOSE to Navajo Lake. Utilities 
available. $75,000. Give Deb Archuleta at 
Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

1.2 ACRES, MOUNTAIN VIEWS, electricity 
near, No HOA, close to town. $35,000. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.

35.81 ACRES WITH AWESOME VIEWS of 
Banded Peaks at the end of cul-de-sac with 
national forest access. Also comes with a 
full set of house plans. $300,000. Give Deb 
Archuleta at Archuleta Properties LLC a call 
(970)903-2817.

5 BEAUTIFUL ACRES. Centrally located, all 
utilities near. $250,000. Give Deb Archuleta 
at Archuleta Properties LLC a call (970)903-
2817.

DOWNTOWN, FLAT, BUILDABLE .52 acre 
lot, views, close to river, all utilities available. 
$500,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta 
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique 
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres 
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588 
blancoretreat@gmail.com.

ONE ACRE LOT, all ready for your new home 
with newly installed all utilities, four bedroom 
permitted septic system, power and insulated 
pump house. $165,000. Give Deb Archuleta 
at Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE

CARS FOR SALE HOMES FOR RENT HOMES FOR RENT COMMERCIAL LAND/ BUILDING SITES

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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Sharing our Core Values 
with you each day through our work

Care • Compassion • Communication • Commitment

Call today for your appointment!

970-264-9436 
www.pagosa.dentist • Conveniently located downtown at 308 Pagosa Street

The ultimate compliment
By Daris Howard
Special to The SUN

My assignment in our church 
congregation had changed from 
teaching children music to scout-
ing, and I had been a scout leader 
for about six months. My wife, 
Donna, was the new leader of the 
children’s organization. One Sun-
day, she asked me to assist her.

“I want you to come help me 
with something I am trying to teach 
the children,” she said.

When I asked her what my as-
signment would be, she was vague 
about it, telling me she would let 
me know when the time came. I 
was always happy to help with the 
children, so I readily agreed, even 
though I didn’t know what I would 
be doing.

When I walked into the pri-
mary, the children got excited. They 
thought I was there to teach music. 
I had substituted for their cur-
rent music teacher whenever she 
needed a replacement, but Donna 
quickly told the children that I was 
there for a different purpose. That 
made the children curious, but no 
more curious than I was.

When it came time for Donna to 
do her learning activity, she asked 
for a volunteer and chose Katie, 
one of the oldest girls. She then had 
someone take Katie out into the hall 
and blindfold her.

While Katie was in the hall, of 
the other 45 people left in the room, 
Donna chose three — two children 
and an adult — to play the part of 

good people. She then told the other 
42 that they were to play the part of 
evil people. She marked a place in 
the room and said that was heaven, 
and those chosen to play good 
people were to help lead Katie there. 
Those chosen to play evil people 
were to lead her anywhere else. But 
no one could touch her.

Katie was brought in and, soon, 
the overwhelming noise from those 
chosen for the evil part had her 
bumping into walls and tripping 
over things. I felt bad for her, but still 
didn’t know my assignment. Finally, 
when Katie was about as far away 
from the designated heaven spot as 
possible, my wife said I could stand 
in that spot and direct Katie there, 
but only in a whisper.

I thought, “This is impossible. 
There is no way she will hear me 
through all the noise from the op-
posite end of the room.”

But I had an advantage I had 
forgotten about. When the children 
would have a lesson like this where 
they were all excited, and then time 
was turned to me to teach music, 
sometimes it was impossible to 
get them to calm down for sing-
ing practice. A suggestion people 
gave me was to do a “wiggle song,” 
which was an active one like “Head, 
Shoulders, Knees, and Toes.” They 
said it would take out the wiggles. 
But that never worked for me. They 
just grew wigglier.

But one day, as the leaders did 
their learning activity, I thought of 
a story that would blend with it. As 
I tried to get the children calmed 

down to sing, I said, “Let me tell 
you a story.” Most of the children 
hurried to their seats. I continued 
to use this technique, but I found if 
I whispered, every child rushed to 
their seats and sat quietly so they 
could hear the story.

So, I no sooner had whispered, 
“Katie, listen to me,” then Katie 
spun around to face me. All the 
other children also rushed to their 
seats, ready for a story. It took a sec-
ond for Donna to get them back to 
their exuberance in trying to influ-
ence Katie’s direction, but it was to 
no avail. In all that noise, once Katie 
locked onto my voice, she followed 
my directions no matter how softly 
I spoke or how loudly everyone 
else did.

After Katie was safely at the 
heaven spot and the blindfold was 
removed, Donna asked her, “Why 
did you pick Daris’ voice out from 
all the others, especially when he 
was so quiet?” Before Katie could 
answer, another girl did. “Because 
we trust him, duh,” the girl said.

Donna then taught the children 
that God tries to reach out to us, but 
his voice is like a whisper compared 
to the noise and influence of the 
world around us. 

“We need to learn to hear his 
promptings and trust Him,” she 
said.

As I left that day, I felt I had also 
learned something else. It is a won-
derful thing to know that children 
trust you.

Views expressed do not necessar-
ily represent those of The SUN.

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

debbie@ownpagosa.com 
448 Pagosa Street 

(970) 946-3480
2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year

New Year! 
New Home!

420 Ponderosa Drive
Views! Location! One level, 2023 
sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 3 bath home with 
8-car heated garage, 5 minutes from 
downtown. Fenced yard.

MLS 809732 • $1,123,500

1382 County Road 973, Arboles
Water, water, water, 20 shares, pond, 
irrigation, 2 bedroom, 1 bath on 10.14 
acres, remodeled in 2021.

MLS 807938 • $619,000

145 Hills Circle
Close to National Forest, fishing, 
paddle boarding, 2 bedroom + loft, 
2 bath, 2-car detached garage. New 
windows, log beam accents, in-floor 
radiant heat.

MLS 804534 • $478,000

59 E. Cotton Court
Lake Forest area. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
Brand new home, stocked lake, backs 
to National Forest and motorized 
trails, granite, upgraded countertops.

MLS 808568 • $472,000

11 Pinon Hills Place
Huge Navajo Lake and La Plata 
Mountain views from this 3 bedroom, 
2 bath on 1 acre lot. Includes 40x30 
shop, convenient to Navajo Lake.

MLS 804419 • $275,000

141 Hollow Drive
1.1 acre, no HOA, new engineered 
septic system, ready for your home.

MLS 802483 • $68,500

46 Gala Place
Great location, near fishing and National 
Forest. Treed lot with southern view.

MLS 806764 • $35,000

6 Laurel Drive
.31 acre lot in Twin Creek Village, easy 
access, sits above Dutton Canyon open 
space, near National Forest.

MLS 798968 • $35,000


