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Children OK: 
Crash involving 
school bus leaves one 
in critical condition
By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

A two-vehicle crash Monday 
morning that involved a school bus 
left one in critical condition, but ex-
pected to recover. Several children 
from the bus were taken to Pagosa 
Springs Medical Center (PSMC) for 
minor injuries, where they were 
treated and released.

Archuleta School District (ASD) 
Superintendent Rick Holt indicates 
in a Monday email the students 
were from Pagosa Springs Elemen-
tary School.

According to a press release from 
Pagosa Springs Police Chief William 
Rockensock, at approximately 7:24 
a.m. on Monday, Jan. 29, Archuleta 
County Combined Dispatch initi-
ated a call for a two-car motor ve-
hicle accident on U.S. 160 near the 
intersection of Majestic Drive in the 
Town of Pagosa Springs.

The Pagosa Fire Protection Dis-
trict (PFPD), PSMC Emergen-
cy Medical Services and Pagosa 
Springs Police Department were 
dispatched to the location. 

“Initial information advised a 
white sport utility vehicle collided 

with an Archuleta County School 
District bus. The school bus was 
full of children and was off the 
roadway. The driver of the SUV 
was injured and entrapped in the 
vehicle,” it states. 

The driver of the SUV, the release 
states, was a 54-year-old male, 
who had to be extricated from the 
vehicle by PFPD personnel.

It adds he was transported to 
PSMC in critical condition. His 
identity is not currently being 
released. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 31, Rocken-
sock explained the driver was air-
lifted to a different hospital, where 
he was in stable condition.

Rockensock added he is ex-
pected to recover.

Several children on the bus were 
taken to PSMC for minor injuries 
and, were treated and released, 
according to the release.

The investigation into the colli-
sion determined the SUV was 
driving west on U.S. 160, drove 
across the center line and collided 
with the left front driver side of the 
school bus, which was driving east-
bound, according to the release. 

PAWSD rates proposed to increase
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Area Water and Sani-
tation District (PAWSD) Board of 
Directors will hold a public hearing 
and vote on proposed fee and rate 
increases at its Feb. 15 meeting.

The new rates are planned to 
take effect March 1.

PAWSD Programs Manager Re-
nee Lewis outlined the reasons 
for the changes in an email to The 
SUN.

She comments, “The PAWSD 
rate increases are due to multiple 
factors:

“Significant increases in State 
regulations over the past few years 
for water treatment and distribu-
tion including:

“• The existing Snowball Water 
Treatment Plant requires treat-
ment process upgrades to comply 
with stricter requirements from the 
State Health Department resulting 

in a new plant estimated to cost 
$44 million.

“• Increases to the amount of 
infrastructure assessments, sam-
pling and tracking for lead and 
copper within the system, which 
is anticipated to cost PAWSD ap-
proximately $200,000 annually over 
the next few years.

“• Updating water distribution 
pipelines near/under Hwy 160 
where CDOT is planning to replace 
the road surface is expected to cost 
$250,000 over the next few years.

“• Other increases of about 20-
30% in operation and maintenance 
costs related to supply chain is-
sues and inflation (e.g., increased 
chemical costs, increased sampling 
costs, etc.).

“Significant increases in State 
regulations over the past few years 
for wastewater treatment and col-
lection including:

“• Increases in the amount of 
treatment processes from the State 

Public hearing to be held Feb. 15 Health Department for wastewater 
discharge will require a significant 
upgrade to the Vista Wastewater 
Treatment Facility. This upgrade is 
estimated to cost $8-11 million over 
the next few years.

“• Increases in regulations re-
garding Infiltration and Inflow 
(I/I) into the collection system will 
require an investment of approxi-
mately $250,000 annually over the 
next few years to prevent snowmelt 
runoff from getting into the collec-
tion system and then into the plant.

“• Updating the collection pipe-
lines near/under Hwy 160 where 
CDOT is planning to replace the 
road surface is expected to cost 
$250,000 over the next few years.

“• Although the exact response 
to this new regulation has not yet 
been determined, costs for build-
ing a new plant to comply with Reg 
31 are estimated at $60 million.

“• Other increases of about 20-
30% in operation and maintenance 
costs related to supply chain issues 
and inflation (e.g., increased sam-

pling costs, hauling fees, etc.).
“The District is using cash re-

serves and over $6.5 million in 
grants for these projects. However, 
these resources could not meet 
the significant increase and pace 
of State regulations in combina-
tion with the supply chain issues 
and inflation that we are all expe-
riencing. PAWSD has also secured 
low-interest financing for the 
larger expenses (e.g., new plants, 
facility upgrades, etc.), and the rate 
increases will also be used to pay 
down the remaining debt.”

PAWSD Business Manager Aar-
on Burns added in an interview 
that the changes recommended by 
the recent rate study are designed 
to bring the district’s income into 
close alignment with the increased 
costs it faces and prevent these 
costs from overrunning the dis-
trict’s income.

He emphasized that, even with 
the large increases, the district’s 
spending will closely match its 

Changes proposed for Pagosa Views subdivision
By Derek Kutzer 
Staff Writer

A major subdivision develop-
ment — known as Pagosa Views 
— faces an uncertain future after 
the Pagosa Springs Planning Com-
mission voted to “continue” its 
decision on the approval of the 
preliminary plat to a later, unde-
cided date. 

On Jan. 23, the commission 
considered the plat application for 
Phase 1 of an eventual four-phase 
development on a 79-acre parcel 
located along U.S 160 near the 
Pagosa Springs Elementary School. 

Phase 1 of the development 
would be on a 15.7-acre section of 
the parcel. 

Agenda documentation on the 
matter states, “Phase 1 would 

include 47 lots and an apartment 
complex, along with associated 
tracts for community amenities 
and open space.”

In Phase 1, the developers pro-
pose to build a total of 58 dwell-
ing units, which would include 
10 single-family home units, 37 
townhome units on multifamily 
lots and 11 apartment units on an 
additional lot, according to the 
application.

The owners of the parcel is 
documented as P.S. Acquisitions 
LLC and lists an Albuquerque, 
N.M., address in the application. 

Carl Bommarito and civil engi-
neer Phil Williams represented 
the owner/developer of the parcel 
at the meeting, with Bommarito 
explaining that a large portion of 
the Phase 1 development would 

be geared toward “workforce hous-
ing.” 

On its website, the Town of 
Pagosa Springs describes the type 
of “workforce housing” that it’s 
trying to have built as dwelling 
units, both rental and ownership, 
that serve residents making 60 to 
100 percent of the area median 
income (AMI). 

At the meeting, the town’s plan-
ning manager, Cindy Schultz, 
explained that the household me-
dian income for the area is around 
$67,000 per year, and that she 
thinks that households in this AMI 
range should be able to qualify for 
mortgages for the types of homes 
being proposed. 

 Bommarito stated that the goal 
is for the single-family homes to 
sell in the $300,000 to $400,000 

price range, which would accom-
modate the “pent-up demand” of 
potential home buyers in the 60 to 
100 percent range of AMI. 

He added that Phase 1 of the 
development would be “the launch” 
of a larger “master plan community 
of 100s of homes” eventually com-
ing onto the market, but that Phase 
1’s main emphasis, “right now,” is 
on building homes that would sell 
“in the price range that will qualify 
as workforce housing.” 

He explained that Phase 1’s fo-
cus on prices geared toward the 
area’s workforce stemmed from 
what he saw as “a tremendous, 
pent-up demand for workforce 
housing in this community,” add-
ing that both market analysts and 
lenders have signaled that the first 

Photos courtesy Carleen Comer, Colorado Department of 
Transportation

A rock slide blocks U.S. 160 on Wolf Creek Pass 
on Monday, Jan. 29. The Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) responded to the blockage, 
which closed the highway from about 9 a.m. until 
late in the morning, at which point it was opened to 
one-lane, alternating traffic. The highway was fully 
reopened about 4:30 p.m. after CDOT geohazard 
engineers inspected the cliffs for further signs of 
rockfall and safety concerns.

Rock slide

Photos courtesy Pagosa Springs High School
Pagosa Springs High School (PSHS) student Marie Smith, pic-
tured with her piece “Swimming Towards Success,” took first 
place in Ceramics and Glass in the Colorado Art Awards. Ac-
cording to PSHS art teacher Kelly Lewis, Smith beat out thou-
sands of entries, many from dedicated arts magnet schools.
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Legacies
By Shari Pierce

Pagosa Springs News. Global Reach.

The Pagosa Springs SUN is the the trusted, reliable 
source for news and information about Pagosa 
Country.  
 
The Pagosa Springs SUN Online supplements our 
print edition to extend local news to readers of 
online newspapers.

Along with the local content you have come to 
expect in our print edition, our online edition allows 
us to post new and breaking news, expanded  
coverage of selected stories and continual updates. 

Readers of our online edition also enjoy our live 
Web cams.

There is extensive visitor information that includes 
links to important community Web sites such as the 
chamber of commerce, town and county.

Online
Advertising
Premium Pages and Classified Page
Front Page, Pagosa Life, etc.
Tower – $300 one week, $825 four weeks*
Block – $75 one week, $207 four weeks
Small Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Rectangle – $30 one week, $83 four weeks

Preferred Pages
Sports, Business, Focus, etc.
Block – $55 one week, $152 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $25 one week, $69 four weeks

Standard Pages
Calendar, Library, Town Recreation, etc.
Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $20 one week, $55 four weeks

Directory Page
A listing on our directory page is an additional $5 
per week for online advertisers.  Directory listings 
are also available for $10 a week without purchase 
of an online ad.  If the listing changes, there will be 
an additional $10 fee.  Links are not available.

Hotlink
For advertisers on PagosaSUN.com, one hotlink 
may be embedded in their ad for a charge of $5 
per week.

Mechanical 
All ads are 200 pixels wide.
Towers are 500 pixels tall.
Block Ads are 200 pixels tall.
Small Block Ads are 100 pixels tall.
Rectangle Ads are 50 pixels tall.
All ads are produced at 72 dpi.
We accept .gif and .jpeg files for ads.

*Tower ads — one ad per Premium Page; first come, first 
served; price includes Directory Listing and Hotlink.

PagosaSUN.com reserves the right to place  “Advertise-
ment” above the ads on the Web site. All four week 
package ads must remain the same for the entire run. 
Ads post on Friday and run through Thursday of the 
following week.
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100 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

February 1, 1924
Considerable progress has been made 

in school matters since the destruction 
of the Pagosa school building by fire last 
week. Though no classes were held this 
week, the high school semester tests were 
duly given at the Methodist church on 
Monday and Tuesday. All school opera-
tions will resume next Monday at the fol-
lowing places, which will be maintained for 
the remainder of the school term:

Primary, 1st and 2nd grades, for-
mer Sparks Hardware Co. store build-
ing; 3rd and 4th grades, Odd Fellows’ 
lodge room, 5th and 6th grades, Baptist 
church; Junior High and High School, 
Methodist church.

Plans for a new school building are go-
ing ahead daily. Just now the school board 
is attempting to learn the sentiment of 
the taxpaying voters as to what amount of 
money they are willing to vote in bonds for 
the purchase of a site and the construction 
of the building.

It has been ascertained that about the 
sum of $76,000 can be voted for these 
purposes, based upon the valuation of the 
school district.

Insurance Adjuster Kreuger arrived 
Tuesday from Denver and on Wednesday 
made settlement of the insurance to the 
full amount, $21,000, which included the 
building and the equipment. The brick of 
the burned building was also given to the 
district without rebate.

75 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

February 4, 1949
The David Hersch Insurance Agency 

recently donated new raincoats and hats 
to the Volunteer Fire Department. The 
coats and hats are a much needed addi-
tion to the equipment of the Department 
inasmuch as they protect the firemen’s 
clothes while fighting fire and also offer 
much protection from the weather during 
the winter. 

The Ski Club of the Pagosa Springs High 
School, which recently joined the Wolf 
Creek Ski Club, enjoyed a trip to the Pass 
this past week-end. There were about 20 
members that went.

The snow is well over a hundred inches 
on the pass now, and perfect for wet snow 
skiing. An auxiliary tow has been estab-
lished to carry skiers to the top of the range, 
and thereby provides a run that is a chal-
lenge to even the best skiers.

50 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

January 31, 1974
A December 31 story in the daily 

newspapers told of Secretary of State 
Kissinger’s flight from Washington, D.C. 
to Los Angeles on a commercial airliner. 
Kissinger flew by commercial airline, as 
had President Nixon, to set an example 
in energy saving.

According to the story, the first class 
section of the TWA plan was occupied only 
by Kissinger, his aides, and Secret Service 
agents. Stewart Gilbert, pilot of the 707, is 
an Albuquerque resident, but has a home 
in the O’Neal Park area here and spends a 
great deal of time there, especially during 
the summer.

He has had the home there for several 
years and is well known to many local resi-
dents.

The Pagosa Springs School Band has 
been performing at the Pirate home bas-
ketball games this season. Their music 
has been enjoyable and adds a lot to the 
entertainment of the evening. Steve Little 
is the band director.

25 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

February 4, 1999
The big “Z” word, as in zoning, skipped 

from mouth to mouth Wednesday night 
of last week at a joint meeting of the 
Archuleta County Commissioners and 
the Upper San Juan Regional Planning 
Commission.

Billed as a work session, the meeting 
was called at the request of the planning 
commission. The planning commission 
and planning office wanted the commis-
sioners to provide them guidelines con-
cerning work plans and items to emphasize 
for 1999. That didn’t happen.

Instead, the commissioners received 
an earful from several people upset with 
county plans to hire a planner and place 
that planner as administrative head 
over the county planning and building 
departments. Other discussion included 
advice on how the county can move 
towards some form of land-use plan-
ning, and philosophical statements from 
each of the commissioners concerning 
growth.

Archuleta County Commissioners

Pagosa Springs Town Council
Pagosa Springs Mayor Shari Pierce spierce@pagosasprings.co.gov

Ron Maez, Chair 
rmaez@archuletacounty.org	•	(970)	264-8303	

Warren Brown 
warren.brown@archuletacounty.org	•	(970)	264-8300

Veronica Medina 
veronica.medina@archuletacounty.org	•	(970)	264-8305	

Matt DeGuise
mdeguise@pagosasprings.co.gov

Madeline Bergon
mbergon@pagosasprings.co.gov 

Mat deGraaf
mdegraaf@pagosasprings.co.gov

Brooks Lindner
blindner@pagosasprings.co.gov 

Leonard Martinez
lmartinez@pagosasprings.co.gov

Gary Williams
gwilliams@pagosasprings.co.gov

Looking Back

our View

The following 
weather

information 
is brought to you as a 

public service by

Date  High  Low Precipitation
   Depth  Type  Moisture

1/24	 43	 22	 NA	 NA	 NA
1/25	 37	 23	 NA	 NA	 T
1/26	 44	 23	 NA	 NA	 .02
1/27	 42	 13	 NA	 NA	 NA
1/28	 49	 15	 NA	 NA	 NA
1/29	 53	 17	 NA	 NA	 NA
1/30	 52	 20	 NA	 NA	 NA

Pagosa Springs
603 S. 8th Street
(970) 247-5786

Jobs well done and a lot of luck
Monday morning was difficult.
When we had to stop for an ambu-

lance to get on U.S. 160 on our way to 
school and work, we immediately hoped 
their services wouldn’t ultimately be 
needed, wherever they were going.

We soon found out where they were 
going and that their services were defi-
nitely needed.

An SUV and a school bus had collided 
on the highway. At the time, the status of 
the occupants of the two vehicles were 
unknown, and we continued to hope 
for the best. 

After detouring around a back way 
and making it safely to school and work, 
we were, within minutes of arriving at 
the office, alerted by our partners at the 
Colorado Department of Transportation 
(CDOT) that U.S. 160 over Wolf Creek 
Pass was closed for the foreseeable future 
due to a sizeable rock slide.

We worked to get official information 
out to the community about both issues 
as quickly as we could, and we were 
happy to report that no students were 
severely injured.

Fortunately, neither was the bus 

driver, Riley Lucero.
“The bus driver did a good job,” 

Pagosa Springs Police Chief William 
Rockensock told us, telling us that, while 
he didn’t get to speak with Lucero at the 
scene, Lucero did well getting the kids 
off the bus and away from the highway, 
where they would be safe. 

According to Rockensock, the front 
axle was ripped out of the bus and, after 
impact, there was little control to be had.

We cannot fathom what was going 
through Lucero’s mind before, during 
and after the impact, but we are incred-
ibly thankful for the job he did in caring 
for what we often refer to as our most 
precious cargo — the children of our 
community.

We commend Lucero for his efforts, 
and the school district for providing 
training to elementary school students 
about what to do in emergencies and 
having staff available to talk with stu-
dents needing extra support following 
the crash.

Archuleta School District also praised 
Lucero’s response.

In an email to district families, Super-

intendent Rick Hold wrote that Lucero 
“responded with exemplary composure 
and adherence to safety protocols during 
the incident. Riley’s quick thinking and 
commitment to the well-being of our 
students played a crucial role in a safe re-
sponse to this unfortunate event. Thanks 
to Riley, school staff and community 
members who were passing by and the 
students themselves who remained calm 
and supportive throughout the incident, 
the students were safely exited from the 
bus and transported to the school.”

Rockensock also acknowledged there 
was luck involved in not having the inci-
dent be much worse.

We agree, and we’re thankful for every 
ounce of luck that seemed to be present 
Monday.

We’re also thankful and pleased to 
report that, according to Rockensock, the 
driver of the SUV is expected to recover 
and no lives were lost in the crash.

We don’t yet know what caused the 
crash, but The SUN will continue to 
follow the investigation and report its 
outcome, whenever that is available.

Randi Pierce

From the Feb. 20, 1992, Pagosa SUN 
— Motorists in the Pagosa Springs 
area have experienced a rare event 
during the past two weeks – some 
of the lowest gas prices in the State 
of Colorado. Rumors of a gas war 
have leaked out, but regardless of 
the cause several local stations have 
offered prices below those posted in 
Durango and Farmington, and below 
the Denver-metro average of $1.00 per 
gallon for regular and unleaded.



border security solution. The Sen-
ate worked diligently to construct a 
bipartisan immigration bill to send 
to the House so that they can free 
up funding for Ukraine. But wait! 
Donald Trump has pronounced 
that they should not pass this bill 
because he doesn’t want Joe Biden 
to have a victory and he wants to 
run on the immigration issue next 
fall.

Wow. Hard to believe that Don-
ald Trump would put his own 
interests over that of his country 
and our allies. Just kidding. That is 
his whole, and only, schtick. What 
is hard to comprehend is the abject 
cowardice of our elected officials 
from the Republican side of the 
aisle. Hold on though, there are Re-
publicans who seem to retain some 
sense of duty and courage in the 
face of a fascist baby-man. Here is 
Thom Tillis (R-NC): “I didn’t come 
here to have the president as a boss 
or a candidate as a boss. I came 
here to pass good, solid policy…. 
It is immoral for me to think you 
looked the other way because you 
think this is the linchpin for Presi-
dent Trump to win.” 

And Senator John Lankford (R-
OK), when asked (on FOX!) why 
Republicans should allow Biden 
a victory on the border issue: “Re-
publicans four months ago would 
not give funding for Ukraine, for 
Israel, and for our southern border 
because we demanded changes in 
policy. So we actually locked arms 
together and said we’re not going to 
give you money for this, we want a 
change in law. And now it’s interest-
ing, a few months later, when we’re 
finally getting to the end they’re 
like, ‘Oh, just kidding, I actually 
don’t want a change in law because 
[it’s] a presidential election year.’ 
We all have an oath to the Constitu-
tion, and we have a commitment to 
say we’re going to do whatever we 
can to be able to secure the border.” 
For that, the Oklahoma GOP has 
threatened to end all support for 
Senator Lankford. 

Immigration policy has been 
avoided by Congress for decades 
— it’s politically difficult and many 
businesses rely on undocumented 
workers who earn small wages, 
have no legal rights and do dan-
gerous and unpleasant jobs that 
Americans don’t want. At risk here 
is the fate of Ukraine and, by exten-
sion, Europe, as well as U.S. cred-
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The SUN welcomes letters 
from readers.

Please submit to:
PO Box 9, 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
e-mail: 
editor@pagosasun.com

All letters must:
be submitted electronically 

in a format that can be copied 
and pasted, must not be in all 
capitals 

include the author’s actual 
name, phone number and ad-
dress

be 500 words or less
be received by The SUN by 

noon on Tuesday (deadline may 
move up due to a holiday)
Letters will be limited to two per 
month per letter writer.

If necessary, only one letter 
pertaining to a candidate or 
political issue will be printed in 
each edition up to three weeks prior 
to the election.

Letters quoting other people must 
contain proper attribution.

There is no guarantee letters will be 
published.

The SUN generally does not edit 
letters, but reserves the right to do so.

Letters

Letters to the Editor are print-
ed as received and are not edited 
for grammar or punctuation, but 
may have been edited for content 
or style.

Letters to the Editor are opin-
ions and information in them 
has not been verified for ac-
curacy.

The opinions of letter writers 
do not necessarily represent those 
of the paper.

Letters

Informative.
The Pagosa Springs SUN

970-264-2100

Demented letters
Dear Editor:

Last week’s Pagosa Sun had two 
demented letters obviously de-
manding response. Blake’s “Iowa 
Caucus” and Porco’s “Millions of 
Migrants”. 

Our Christian guidance abso-
lutely detest your lying, demonic 
bondage you spew, with your leftist 
Marxist tactics, you blame the Right 
the adverse, anti-America, con-
niving actions the left is doing to 
destroy America. Trump calls you 
out loud, clear Tune into Conserva-
tive news, see it! Because America 
was formed by Godly leaders that 
knew they must depend on a higher 
power (instead of being control 
freaks like liberals) formed a more 
perfect union. God chose Israel and 
America in Covenant. We who pray 
and support Israel, blessed, those 
who do not, cursed. God’s Word. 
America has been responsible for 
spreading the gospel worldwide 
Donald was responsible for the 
“Abraham Accord” and moving the 
Embassy to Jerusalem, Biblical.

We Christians have been seeking 
God to forgive, heal our nation. As 
God does things His way, agreed, 
Donald Trump probably wasn’t 
first choice of most. God knew the 
man, not perfect, but God’s infinite 
wisdom chose, Donald followed 
through. Biblical, Paul was chosen, 
he had been killing Christians, was 
stricken, his ministry preached 
Christ, changed the world and he 
wrote most of the New Testament. 
No, Donald Trump is not a preacher 
by definition, but was willing to 
serve and restore what America 
lost. His “ Make America Great...
and... Great Again” resonated far. 
He with his upstanding family sup-
port, actually did what he said he 
would do... He couldn’t be bought 
like others, a businessman, puts 
sentences together, negotiate, fix 
what Obama- Biden Dems had 
broken.

Of course the spirits clashed! But 
Pres. Trump delivered most secure 
border in 45 years, had no wars, be-
came self energy efficient, people 
could afford to live. Christian’s 
freedom, he stood up the unborn, 
reversing roevwade.

Of course not everyone views 
our country spiritually just like we 
do. But you would have to be blind, 
deaf, uncaring, blank, or just stupid 
not to see our nation, culture being 
destroyed by Biden and his dem-
regime. A country is not a country 
without borders, global wars, our 
best ally another holocaust in-
cluded Americans, now 5 military 
dead this week!.. Biden says “don’t”, 
enemies did! disabled vets, drug 
addicts, bankrupted Americans, 
living in streets with rats and feces, 
starving; destructive forces on our 
children & parents....O so much 
more!

JPorco did the migrants you 
spoke of just swarm in illegally, got 
everything free, built their empires 
called “good to be an American”? 
No, they didn’t, they paid a price, 
followed the laws, worked hard, did 
not steal our country! “Melting pot” 
now is few needy migrants, tons of 
illegals, cartels, deadly drugs to kill 
us, terrorists from our enemies that 
hate us, sex traffickers of children 
& women...

Iowa & New Hampshire, re-
sponded historically!

Hallelujah! we want “bold as a 
lion”, proven American1st Pres. 
Donald Trump back! The Why... 
“The truth will set us free”. Per-
sonality “ticks” just don’t matter, 
freedom for the generations does! 

Jan and Tom Carnley

Border policy
Dear Editor:

Recently I received a text from a 
friend who is an avid FOX watcher 
— not FOX News but the bloviators 
and inventors of alternate facts. He 
was outraged that Democrats insist 
on linking southern border security 
with funding for Ukraine. What 
is outrageous is how completely 
opposite this is regarding reality 
in DC. The extremist right-wing of 
the GOP insisted that there will be 
no funding for Ukraine without a 

ibility on the world stage. Also, the 
fate of people who are looking for a 
better life. Are we going to let radi-
cal right wing extremists define us? 
How is that “Great”? Sounds more 
like “Shameless” to me.

Lee Stopher

BSA anniversary
Dear Editor:

Yes, in one week, Februray 8th, 
the Boy Scouts of America will cel-
ebrate the anniversary of Scouting 
in America since 1910. A very suc-
cessful organiztion, training boys 
in quailty leadership skills that 
lead to successful lives. Yes, they 
take an oath:

On my honor,
I will do my duty to God and my 

Country
Obey the Scout Laws,
and help others at all times ,
Keep myself physically strong,
mentally awake and morally 

straight
Scouts I have known truly honor 

their oath in the way they continue 
to live as adults. Yes, learning values 
through shared activities is a great 
way to grow.

Back in 1912, my father joined 
one of the first Troops organized 
in this country. He continued to 
be active within the organization 
throughout his life. He enjoyed a 
very successful career as General 
Manager of his company, always 
applying the values and skills he 
learned as a Boy Scout.

Scouting provides boys an op-
portunity to be exposed to many 
areas of interest as they earn the re-
quired Merit Badges on their march 
to the top rank of Eagle Scout. Be-
ing exposed to many areas of inter-
est can help one determine future 
professional pursuits.

The Methodist Church here in 
Pagosa has sponsored our Scout 
Troop since the early days. Mem-
bership in the church is not re-
quired for a boy to join the troop. 
The church simply provides a place 
to meet and assures quality leader-
ship. So, all are welcome regardless 
of church affiliation.

As always,
Patty Tillerson

Happy Hour!
25% off 

At the Bar Stools Only
Tuesday - Friday 4-5:30 pm

(970) 264-0999    I    214 Pagosa St, Pagosa Springs  l  AlleyHouseGrille.com

Open Tuesday – Sunday 4pm – 9pm
Happy Hour Tuesday – Friday 4pm-5:30pm at the Bar Stools

The Patio  l  The Lounge  l  The Grille

Make your reservation at 
exploretock.com/alleyhousegrille

20%
OFF

regular retail
in-stock

BIGGEST SALE of the YEAR

What You WearWhat You Wear
work ~ playwork ~ play

sharpen or tune-up
We service small engines

Monday-Saturday

inclusive sizing
000-24 & 28-34 inseam

WE SPECIAL ORDER!

men’s & women’s

WORK BOOTS

MEN’S APPAREL

See in-store!

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

175 PAGOSA STREET  •  11 AM TO 10 PM DAILY
Order On Line: MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs & our Veterans always receive 20% off!

Enjoy delicious oven-fresh pizza 
and your favorite brews on tap.

Valentine 
Special
Heart-shape, 

pepperoni large pizza

$14

970-264-2749
M-SAT 9AM TO MIDNIGHT 
SUNDAY 9AM TO 10 PM
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160 • East Pagosa Springs

Wine of the Month
Castle Rock
Pinot Nior

offer ends  
2/2924

Clip ‘n Save 10% OFF Wines & Liquors
*OFF 750ML & 1.75L BOTTLES* NON-SALE ITEMS ONLY. NO BEER.

Spirit of 
the Month
Svedka 
1.75 L

offer ends  
2/2924

$1799

$1 00

$250
OFF

Beer of the MonthBeer of the Month
Genesee 30 packsGenesee 30 packs offer ends  

2/2924

OFF



The following meetings are subject to 
change. 

Thursday, Feb. 1
Main Street Advisory Board work 

session. 4 p.m., Pagosa Senior 
Center dining room, Ross Ara-
gon Community Center, 451 Hot 
Springs Blvd. See town website 
for participation information: 
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Monday, Feb. 5
Archuleta County Board of Coun-

ty Commissioners joint work 
session with PLPOA. 5 p.m., 
Archuleta County administra-
tion building, commissioners’ 
meeting room, 398 Lewis St. 
View Zoom meeting at: https://
zoom.us/j/91609048375?pwd=
dlFFV0J1cGVKa1NHWHFsa2ta
eGxtZz09, meeting ID: 916 0904 
8375, passcode: 4141885. For 
more information, visit http://
archuletacounty.org/agenda-
center.

Tuesday, Feb. 6
Archuleta County Board of County 

Commissioners work session. 
8:30 a.m., Archuleta County 
administration building, com-
missioners’ meeting room, 398 
Lewis St. View Zoom meeting 
at: https://zoom.us/j/9160904
8375?pwd=dlFFV0J1cGVKa1N
HWHFsa2taeGxtZz09, meeting 
ID: 916 0904 8375, passcode: 
4141885. For more information, 
visit http://archuletacounty.
org/agendacenter.

Archuleta County Board of County 
Commissioners meeting. 1:30 
p.m., Archuleta County admin-
istration building, commission-
ers’ meeting room, 398 Lewis St. 
View Zoom meeting at: https://
zoom.us/j/91609048375?pwd=
dlFFV0J1cGVKa1NHWHFsa2ta
eGxtZz09, meeting ID: 916 0904 
8375, passcode: 4141885. For 
more information, visit http://
archuletacounty.org/agenda-
center.

Pagosa Fire Protection District 
Board of Directors meeting. 5:30 
p.m., administration office, 165 N. 
Pagosa Blvd.

Wednesday, Feb. 7
Archuleta County Fair Board Meet-

ing. 6 p.m., CSU Extension office, 
344 U.S. 84. For more informa-
tion, visit http://archuleta-
county.org/agendacenter.

Thursday, Feb. 8
Main Street Advisory Board meet-

ing. 4 p.m., Pagosa Senior Cen-
ter dining room, Ross Aragon 
Community Center, 451 Hot 
Springs Blvd. See town website 
for participation information: 
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Monday, Feb. 12
San Juan Water Conservancy Dis-

trict meeting. 4 p.m., 46 Eaton 
Drive, Suite 5. Visit https://www.
sjwcd.org/ for Zoom option.

Tuesday, Feb. 13
Main Street Advisory Board meet-

ing with Colorado Department 
of Transportation. 5:30-7:30 
p.m., South Conference Room, 
Ross Aragon Community Cen-
ter, 451 Hot Springs Blvd. To 
join on Zoom: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/88554742993?pwd
=N0theitOZ013YzVQWGkzS2
dzTWtHdz09, meeting ID: 885 
5474 2993, passcode: 525329. A 
meeting to address needs prior 
to and during the downtown 
reconstruction project.

Thursday, Feb. 15 
Archuleta County Board of Health 

meeting. 3 p.m., Archuleta Coun-
ty administration building, 
commissioners’ meeting room, 
398 Lewis St. For more infor-
mation, visit http://archuleta-
county.org/agendacenter.

Archuleta County Republican Cen-
tral Committee meeting. 5:30 
p.m., Ross Aragon Community 
Center, 451 Hot Springs Blvd. 

Colo., and numerous places in 
Archuleta County and northern 
New Mexico. In her youth, Maxine 
took on the honor of caring for her 
brothers and sisters and left her 
schooling. She married Dewey Lat-
tin April 25, 1952. The young family 
made their home in Pagosa Springs, 
and Dewey worked at the Piedra 
and San Juan Saw Mill. Maxine 
excelled in caring for her children 
and making her home a place of 
love. She also worked in the Pagosa 
school system as a kitchen aide for 
50 years.

Maxine enjoyed fishing, cro-
cheting and cooking, but most all, 
her grandkids and great-grandkids. 
She was a member of the Guada-
lupanas and an active member 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Catholic Church. She was a men-
tor to her family and other moms, 
including her daughter-in-laws. 
Her feathered friends, ducks, geese, 
dogs and pets were always cared for 
and loved.

She is survived by her sons, Terry 
(Vicki), LeRoy (Linda) and Gary; 
many grandchildren, great-grand-
children and extended family; and 
siblings, Ray Montoya, Alice Con-
treras and Peggy Vautier.

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Dewey; son Ronnie; 
great-granddaughter Casey Jordan; 
and siblings Bellarmino and Joe 
Montoya.

Contributions in Maxine’s name 
may be sent to Pope John Paul II 
Catholic Church or to Archuleta 
Seniors Inc.

Kathi Lou Creech
Kathi Lou Creech passed away 

Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2024, in Pagosa 
Springs, Colo. She was 69 years old. 
Kathi was born 
April 28, 1954, 
to Frank and 
Melba Salerno 
at the Alam-
eda Naval Air 
Force base in 
California. As 
a child Kathi 
loved being 
with her par-
ents and traveling the world (as an 
Air Force brat). Her biggest love was 
to be with friends and family, from 
camping to just hanging around the 
house. She loved to cook (especially 
spaghetti) for her friends and family. 
She enjoyed watching tennis, playing 
backgammon, gardening, working 
crossword puzzles, listening to mu-
sic and going to music festivals. She 
loved her birds, watching them and 
feeding them. All creatures, big and 
small, were fed at Kathi and Robert’s 
house and often she would feed the 
squirrels right out of her hand. The 
turkeys got their birdseed, all kinds 
of birds were fed daily and hum-
mingbirds got their daily sugar water 
and the leftovers would go to the 
foxes. Kathi was preceded in death 
by her mother, Melba, and husband, 
Robert. She is survived by her father, 
Frank, and many friends and ex-
tended family. Services for Kathi will 
be announced at a later date.

Michael Kukuk
Michael was born Aug. 26, 1995, 

at Gunnison Valley Hospital to Rob-
ert and Janelle Kukuk. 

He was a miracle baby that they 
had waited so long to have and hold, 
and really had given up hope on 
conceiving a child prior to his con-
ception. As a young boy he enjoyed 
playing around Santa Maria Res-
ervoir with his little sister Melanie 
and all the other visiting kids in the 
summers; this really shaped him 
into who he was and what he loved 
to do. He wasn’t too happy, though, 
when he asked for a puppy and his 
parents returned with his sister, 

“Beeps” — her 
forever nick-
name because 
h e  c o u l d n’t 
say baby. He 
s p e n t  h i s 
teenage sum-
mers working 
with Melanie 
at Freemon’s. 
T h e y  f i r s t 
started by fill-
ing condiment bottles and scooping 
ice cream and worked their way up 
to flipping burgers. He grew up as 
his dad’s right-hand man, always 
wanting to help. Many know about 
his love for snowmobiling, but it 
didn’t begin until he got a ‘95 vintage 
Arctic Cat. He was terrified of that 
machine until he realized he could 
master it, then that’s exactly what 
he did. He was an avid and skillful 
snowmobiler, and it was an amazing 
thing to be able to witness. He was 
recognized in 2012, with a broken 
wrist sustained while jumping his 
sled, as snowmobiler of the year. 
He had an innate sense for anything 
mechanical and loved to tinker. As a 
teenager, he worked on a ‘69 Chevy 
K10, and in adulthood he loved 
his collector car — a ‘76 Corvette. 
Many memories were made in that 
‘76 Corvette with his wife, Jennah, 
and his three daughters. He loved to 
show it off to the world and he was 
so proud of it. Michael was married 
twice and had four children through 
these two marriages: Darcy, Jayda, 
Bristol and Robert. He was the kind 
of man who accepted another man’s 
child as his own — a really special 
kind of man. He always had a pas-
sion to love and be loved, and this 
showed through his marriages and 
his love for all four children. His love 
was a wondrous thing to feel. Many 
fond memories were made in his 
marriage to Jennah: snowmobiling 
as a couple and with friends, going 
to Minnesota, a trip to Ouray, mul-
tiple spring flings with friends, late-
night talks of life’s adventures yet to 
be had and, best of all, a beautiful 
blended family was created. 

He was always willing to extend 
a helping hand to those in need. He 
had a deep love for all of his ani-

mals: Thor, Freya, Kitty and even 
their chickens. He had a drive to 
work that was unmatched and ad-
mirable. His love for trees and pas-
sion for work propelled him to start 
and operate his own tree service 
for the last seven years. He did an 
extraordinary job working in very 
intimidating work environments. 
His children always enjoyed the 
crane rides he would give, bringing 
them high up into the air. He was 
a devoted husband, father, son, 
grandson, brother, brother-in-law, 
nephew and friend who showed his 
compassion and love often to all 
of his loved ones. Through life and 
death, he will always be remem-
bered as a loving, funny, ambitious, 
thoughtful, generous, adventurous, 
charming and beautiful human.

Michael is survived by his wife, 
Jennah Kukuk; his children, Darcy 
Kukuk, Jayda Graber-Kukuk, Bris-
tol Kukuk and Robert Kukuk; his 
parents, Robert and Janelle Kukuk; 
his maternal grandparents, James 
and Laverne Lambert; his sister, 
Melanie Dickey, and her husband, 
Andy Dickey; and many aunts, 
uncles, cousins and close friends. 
He is preceded in death by his pa-
ternal grandparents, Coleman and 
Joan Kukuk.

Mary Maxine 
Lattin

Mary Maxine Lattin passed 
away Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024, at 
home, surrounded by family. She 
was 91 years 
old. A rosary 
will be recited 
Saturday, Feb. 
3, at 9 a.m. and 
the eulogy will 
be read at 9:30 
a.m., followed 
by a Mass of 
C h r i s t i a n 
Burial  at  10 
a.m. all at Pope 
John Paul II Catholic Church on 
South Pagosa Boulevard in Pagosa 
Springs, Colo.

 Maxine was born June 22, 1932, 
to Jose V. and Susanna Montoya in 
Edith, Colo. She grew up in Edith, 
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Your 
source for 

community 
news.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100

Custom 
Builders

Our local in-house energetic and experienced 
team, with New Zealander Dan Aitken at 

the helm, have a broad skill set and the equipment to keep up with Quality and 
also Timing-logistics with full Integration of trades producing a higher seamless 

standard of build. Let us handle your project from vision — design — planning — 
reality. We pride ourselves on transparency to our clients throughout the process, 

establishing long-lasting friendships in our small mountain town.
Established and Insured

Call Dan at 970-799-6278 for more information.
42Belowconstructioncompany@gmail.com • Media source: Instagram 42below_construction_co 

Located at 91 Stevens Lake Road, Pagosa Springs, Colorado

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

(970) 946-3480
debbie@ownpagosa.com 

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year
448 PAGOSA STREET • OWNPAGOSA.COM

He�o fe�ow Pagosans.

Yay! Interest rates
are going down!!

Buying or Selling I would love to help you!
Another great year thanks to my local 

friends and family!

N� d a change this Spring??

TOP 5 IN 

SELLING

PAGOSA 

5 years in a row.

The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders
Our PSMC Oncology & Hematology medical team

is here to offer you cancer and infusion care.
• Board Certified Hematology and Oncology
• Infusion Center - Cancer/Non-Cancer
• Physical Therapy & Lymphedema Services
• Diagnostic Imaging
• Integrated Support Services 

Andrew Buck, DO
Oncologist/Hematologist

Kelly Cesary, AOCNP
Oncology Nurse Practitioner

First-Class Cancer Care, Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

JIM GARRETT
v ATTORNEY v

Protecting your interests
LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE

BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS
New location: Downtown, above the theatre

422 PAGOSA ST., NO. 5
 970-880-0468 • 412-508-1060

P.O. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS • jyg44law@gmail.com

Obituaries

Obituaries
Local obituaries of 500 
words or less are printed 
free in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. Submit to:

editor@pagosasun.com

Deadline is noon Tuesday 
for the following Thurs-
day’s edition. The SUN 
reserves the right to edit all 
submissions.

Public Meetings



970-731-EXIT (3948)
565 Village Dr. Suite E, Pagosa Springs

www.exitrealtypagosa.com

Y Kentucky Derby, Senior Center
Y Fly In, Veterans
Y Valentine’s Day, Senior Center
Y Dancing with the Stars, Seeds of Learning
Y Golf Tournament, Veterans
Y Women Helping in Pagosa Springs
Y Spanish Fiesta, Senior Center
Y Christmas Bazaar, Senior Center
Y Halloween Hootenanny
Y Park the Bus School Supplies

Y Festival of Trees, Senior Center
Y Toys for Tots
Y Veterans Fly Fishing
Y Scholarships in Escrow
Y Bucks for Bikes
Y Aspen House Pagosa 
Y Ruby Sisson Library
Y Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs
Y Sullivan Foundation
Y and so much more!

Our Buyers & Sellers have allowed us to support these community organizations:

Christie Hunt
970-585-4531
Broker Associate

Denise Fisk
303-868-8972
Broker Associate

Drew Harbison
970-398-0521
Broker Associate

Gina Backer
970-880-0910
Broker Associate

Jacque Fahrion
970-946-8000
Broker Associate

Jean Brittingham
970-507-0885
Broker Associate

Jen Ott
951-492-8039
Broker Associate

Jeni Reno
970-317-8493
Broker Associate

Kim Moore
970-946-5619
Broker Associate

Liz Jamison
575-770-1190
Broker Associate

Jessica Low
970-903-8376

Owner/Employing Broker

Shelley Low
970-946-0930
Owner/Broker

Jessie Gregg
970-317-1624
Trainer/Manager

John Gillam
970-759-0763

National Instructor

Nick Johnson
970-274-2742
Owner/Broker

Melinda Gibson
575-446-8300
Broker Associate

Penny Loper
970-946-3639
Broker Associate

Veronica Medina
970-582-0066
Broker Associate

Scott Miller
970-946-1287
Broker Associate

READY TO BUY OR SELL?
Call our Agents — You Will Love Them, Too!

We Love Our Buyers & Sellers!We Love Our Community!
What our Clients say:
Y We can’t say enough good things about 

EXIT Realty! Our property sold quickly 
and without any hitches, and being a 
representative for us, they made sure all 
agreements and answers were fulfilled 
in a very timely manner. We would 
highly recommend EXIT Realty, as the 
whole experience went smoothly and 
professionally!!!”

Y The EXIT group is so great to work with. 
They are professional and knowledgeable. 
Will go the extra mile!

Y Everyone I encountered at EXIT Realty was 
professional and very helpful. They made 
the home buying process in this market as 
pleasant and smooth as it could be!

Y They know their stuff! Answering your 
needs precisely.

Y Our broker was the best! She was such an 
amazing Realtor - considerate, organized, 
thorough and professional. We truly felt like 
EXIT had our best interest in mind every 
step of the way. Highly recommend them!

Y We’ve bought and sold a lot of properties 
over the years and I can tell you that 
I’ve never worked with Realtors as 
professional and knowledgeable as the 
ones at EXIT Realty. Our broker went 
above and beyond in every phase of the 
sale. The network of contacts was nothing 
short of exceptional. Our whole family 
enjoyed working with them!
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2151 Eagle Drive  I  cityhallcafe.co  I  970.398.2409

Eat In or Take Out • Open Tue-Sat • 11 am-9 pm 
Call Today to Reserve Our Private Gondola 970.398.2409

Prime Steaks, Seafood, Pastas
Subs, Wraps & Salads

Homemade Key Lime Pie

Eat. Drink.Eat. Drink.gathergather
try our

Business Affordable Kitchens
Masterpiece Cabinetry

(Lifetime Warranty)

970-749-4335
Merillat.com

Proudly serving Pagosa Springs for 25 years.

New Chamber board members announced
By Mary Jo Coulehan
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of  
Commerce

Every year, the Pagosa springs 
Area Chamber of Commerce mem-
bership elects three new members 
to its board of directors as three 
existing board members cycle off 
the board. 

The process includes six cham-
ber member candidates running 
for the board and, at the end of the 
voting process, three members are 
selected. 

This year’s new board members 
are Billy Cotts, Davilyn Valdez and 
Annie Sewell. 

These new members will serve 
a three-year term. We appreciate 
all the members that ran for these 
positions. 

Thanks also go to Kirsten Derr, 
Ricardo Martinez and Loren Tally. 

If you are interested in finding 
out more about Chamber member-
ship or running for the board of 
directors, please contact Mary Jo 
Coulehan or Kim Hartfiel for more 
information.

Community Conversation 
and Community Awards

The Chamber will hold its an-
nual meeting which consists of a 
Community Conversation and the 
Community Awards. 

The events will be held on Fri-
day, Feb. 9, from 5 p.m to 7 p.m. 
at the Tennyson Building Event 
Center at 197 Navajo Trail Dr. The 
first part of the evening will be the 
Community Conversation and 
will spotlight “The New” in Pagosa 
Springs.

New Town Manager David Har-
ris will be one of the guest speakers. 

He will speak about the projects 

and initiatives that the town will be 
focused on in 2024. 

Many of these initiatives will 
affect our business community, 
so it would be prudent for our 
businesses to be there to hear a 
synopsis of what is planned and to 
also ask questions. 

The other guest speaker will be 
Ashley Wilson, new director for 
the new Archuleta County Public 
Health Department. 

While many of the same pro-
grams that were with San Juan Ba-
sin Public Health will be continued, 
there are some services which are 
no longer offered and there are 
also new services which are being 
added. 

As a business owner, it is impor-
tant for you to know how these 
services might affect your employ-
ees. If you are in the food industry, 
there are also new contacts and 
timelines which you will need to 
adhere to. This is another great 
reason to attend the Community 
Conversation. Come out and find 
out what is new.

Beginning at about 6 p.m., nom-
inees for Citizen of the Year, Vol-
unteer of the Year, Small Business 
of the Year and Non-Profit of the 
Year will be announced. As in year’s 
past, the nominees are all well-de-
serving. We have such high-caliber 
individuals and organizations, and 
the decision is hard to select just 

one in each category. 
Here are the nominees for this 

year:
• Citizen of the Year: Bob and 

Robin Brobst and Shayla White 
Eagle McClure; Volunteer of the 
Year: Ken Rogers, Crystal Gillich 
and Al Pfister; Small Business of the 
Year: KWUF and FootPrints; and 
Non-Profit of the Year: the Pagosa 
Nordic Club, Pagosa Pickleball 
Club and Veterans Memorial Park. 

It is fun to gather others from 
your business, organization or 
friends and attend this ceremony 
to honor all the nominees. They are 
all deserving of an award.

Tickets for the event can be pur-
chased online at www.pagosa-
chamber.com. Just click on the 
Awards Celebration graphic on the 
home page. Tickets are $25 for an 
evening of great conversation and 
education as well as delicious food 
and beverages. 

The Tennyson Building Event 
Center will be decorated in a Mardi 
Gras theme in preparation for its 
Mardi Gras event on Saturday, Feb. 
10. Come decked out in Mardi Gras 
attire and add to the fun with color-
ful holiday accoutrements. Support 
all these nominees and enjoy the 
food and beverages. 

Should you need more informa-
tion about the event or to reserve a 
whole table, contact the Chamber 
at (970) 264-2360.

Tourism board recommends 
four new members
By Robert Moore
Staff Writer

At its Jan. 16 meeting, the Pagosa 
Springs Area Tourism Board con-
vened with its primary agenda 
item being to interview applicants 
for the open seats on the tourism 
board, and then to vote on which 
applicants to recommend for ap-
proval by the Pagosa Springs Town 
Council and the Archuleta County 
Board of County Commissioners.

The board first acted upon sev-
eral housekeeping matters, which 
included approving a new 2024 
signage request process and ap-
proving a letter of support for a 
grant for the Town-to-Lakes Trail.

The board then proceeded to the 
applicant interview process, with a 
total of 10 individuals applying for 
the board positions with one appli-
cant, Dustin English, withdrawing 
his application for the at-large seat. 

It was noted that individuals 
were able to apply for more than 
one of the open board positions 
and that they would only be inter-
viewed once by the board. 

The individuals applying for 
more than one board seat were 
Shane Prince, Sarah Mashue and 
Rosanna Dufour.

For the lodging seat, the three 
individuals that applied were Anne 
Marie Sukcik, Prince and Mashue. 

The applicants for the short-
term rental (STR) seat were Lance 
Thornton, Stuart Scull and Mashue.

Applying for the hospitality/
recreation seat were Prince, Du-
four, Jesse Hensle and Jauxnas 
Palomo.

The individuals applying for the 
at-large seat were Julian Caler, 
Thornton, Dufour and Annie 
DeMille.

After the interviews were com-
pleted, the board moved to the 
final selection process, beginning 
with the filling of the lodging seat, 
with Mashue being nominated and 
approved. 

In her interview, Mashue shared 
her background with the board, 
saying, “I have been in Pagosa for 
17 years. I have three short-term 
rentals that I’ve managed for the 
last four years ... and we have just 
completed a motel ... on the River-
walk downtown.” 

She noted that she and her hus-
band were becoming “empty nest-
ers” and wanted “to expand ... and 
focus solely on hospitality.” 

When asked about the time 
commitment required to serve, she 
said, “That’s kind of why I wanted 
to take the initiative to get involved, 
because of this transition of life 
— just ready to pour into the com-
munity in a different way.”

The next seat to be selected was 
the STR seat, with Mashue removed 
from the running as she had been 
selected to fill the lodging seat. 

Scull was nominated, but failed 
to garner the required votes. 

Thornton was then nominated 
and approved to fill the STR seat. 

Thornton cited his previous 
board experience in his interview, 
stating, “I know what it takes to be 
on a working board and I appreci-
ate the hard work that you guys do 
and am willing and looking forward 
to being involved with that.” 

When asked what could be im-
proved, Thornton said, “My looking 
forward thinking is that we need 
to move back from some of the 
grassroots events that we have here 

and look more to statewide and 
national [events].” 

Thornton stated that he owns 
two STRs and his family owns three 
more, and he manages the rental 
side of the STR business.
n See Tourism A7
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2023 was an interesting year in Pagosa Country. There was no want for 
good news, bad news, controversial issues, and no lack of interesting news 
to keep SUN readers focused on local events, situations and personalities.

The SUN is taking a look back at some of those events, selected by SUN 
staff writers. This week, we look back at November and December.

n See Review A7

November
• Peyton Jackson, 16, achieved the 

rank of Eagle Scout on Nov. 1. 
For his project, over the course of 

multiple build days, he managed 
volunteers who built 162 bird houses 
for the community. Of those, 82 were 
placed on Reservoir Hill and loca-
tions around the San Juan River in 
Pagosa Springs. The remaining 80 
bird houses were donated to mem-
bers of the community.

• In early November, the Colorado 
Tourism Office, a division of the 
Colorado Office of Economic Devel-
opment and International Trade, an-
nounced that its Marketing Matching 
Grants program awarded Visit Pagosa 
Springs and Visit Alamosa $40,000 
to aid in their efforts of partnering 
to promote south central Colorado, 
connecting into southwest Colorado.

• The Pagosa Springs High School 
(PSHS) Pirate football team was 
victorious in the first round of the 
2A playoffs on Nov. 4, defeating the 
Lamar Tigers 14-7 despite losing to 
the Tigers earlier in the season.

The win meant the Pirates would 
host second-round action.

• The Lady Pirate volleyball team 
fell out of contention during regional 
pool play the same day.

The No. 33 Lady Pirates traveled to 
Delta for Region 4 action, but went 
0-2 in pool play.

• Archuleta County voters signaled 
strong support for Archuleta School 
District’s (ASD’s) perpetual mill levy 
override and elected four incumbent 
members to continue their time on 
the ASD Board of Education dur-
ing the Nov. 7 election: Bob Lynch, 
Amanda Schick, Butch Mackey and 
Dana Guinn.

• On Nov. 7, the Pagosa Springs 
Town Council approved a memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU) with 
the Colorado Department of Trans-
portation (CDOT) regarding CDOT’s 
planned reconstruction project in 
downtown Pagosa Springs.

The approval allowed the town 
manager to execute the MOU with 
CDOT once final cost estimates were 
included in the agreement language.

The purpose of CDOT’s main 
street project is to completely recon-
struct the roadway surface of CDOT 
managed U.S. 160 through downtown 
Pagosa, from 1st Street to 10th Street, 
with reconstruction plans including 
the installation of a concrete road 
surface, which CDOT claims will 
be less susceptible to potholes than 
traditional asphalt.

The construction project is slated 
for the spring and summer seasons 
of 2024 and 2025.

• On Nov. 7, the town council ap-
proved a new intergovernmental 
agreement (IGA) regarding the func-
tions of the Pagosa Springs Area Tour-
ism Board and the way lodging tax 
revenues are utilized by that board.

The Archuleta County Board of 
County Commissioners (BoCC) also 
approved the IGA at a Nov. 8 meeting.

The new IGA followed the BoCC 
voicing concerns about suggestions 
circulated throughout the commu-
nity that lodging tax revenues, which 
are used to fund the tourism board, 
could be used for purposes other 
than the advertising and marketing 
of local tourism.

• At its Nov. 8 meeting, the BoCC 
approved a county ordinance for the 
control of dogs and other pet ani-
mals following three readings of the 
ordinance and citizens expressing 
concerns about various elements of 
the ordinance.

• A number of events in Archuleta 
County honored veterans on Nov. 10 
and Nov. 11.

• Wolf Creek Ski Area opened for 
the season on Nov. 11.

• The Pirate football team fell short 
of defeating the Eaton Reds Nov. 11 at 
Golden Peaks Stadium, drawing the 
team’s season to a close in the quar-
terfinal round of the 2A state playoffs.

The No. 15 Eaton Reds defeated 
the Pirates 17-14.

• At the Nov. 14 Pagosa Area Water 

eight duals at two events, including 
the Bayfield Tri in Bayfield on Dec. 1 
and the Demon Duals event in Buena 
Vista on Dec. 2.

The Pirates went 5-3 across the 
two events, coach Dan Janowsky 
explained.

• The Pirate basketball team 
opened the season with two wins 
and one loss at the Wolf Creek Classic 
in early December.

• The Lady Pirates went 1-2 at the 
Classic to open their season.

• On Dec. 5, the town council of-
ficially designated South Yamaguchi 
Park as the preferred location for 
the Pagosa Multi-Purpose Pavilion 
(PMPP).

The board of the PMPP, who, in 
partnership with the town, currently 
operates the ice rink at South Pagosa 
Park, has been seeking a permanent 
location for a multiuse, roofed pa-
vilion.

“The structure will be a true multi 
use facility, with ice programs 5 to 
6 months and other programs and 
events the rest of the year,” PMPP 
states in its proposal.

• In early December, the Commu-
nity Foundation serving Southwest 
Colorado announced it awarded 
its annual grant from the Archuleta 
County Fund, donating $10,000 to 
Wings Early Childhood Center in 
support of its classroom expansion 
project.

• Ongoing high gas prices in the 
area were a topic of concern for many 
residents as the year drew to a close, 
and the focus of the recently formed 
community organization, Citizens for 
Fair Fuel Pricing.

Citizens for Fair Fuel Pricing 
Founder Jane Davison explained 
that the group held its first meeting 
on Dec. 1, where the group learned 
about the mechanics of gas pricing, 
current pricing trends in the state and 
Pagosa Springs, and price gouging 
and antitrust laws.

• The Pirate cheerleading squad 
finished 11th at December’s state 
competition for 3A cheer.

The team finished 11th out of 14 
teams with a total score of 63.4 in the 
semifinals.

• The Lady Pirate swim team 
opened its season last weekend with 
many of the team’s swimmers setting 
new personal bests.

The team finished fourth out of 
seven teams at the Scorpion Invite in 
Farmington, N.M., on Saturday, Dec. 
9, with 319 points.

• Archuleta School District (ASD) 
announced via a letter emailed to 
district parents on Dec. 11 that the 
district’s transportation director 
resigned.

“I am emailing to share that Lori 
Manzanares has announced her res-
ignation from her position as Trans-
portation Director,” Superintendent 
Rick Holt wrote. “I personally want 
to thank her for many years of service 
and contribution to the students, 
staff, and Pagosa community.”

• The Archuleta County BoH met 
for the first time on Tuesday, Dec. 12.

• It was announced in December 
that the Tracks Across Borders Scenic 
and Historic Byway Commission 
(TABB) was awarded a Destination 
Development Mentor Grant by the 
Colorado Tourism Office.

The grant provides for consulting 
services from a tourism expert and 
is valued at approximately $10,000.

The byway was designated in 2015.
The TABB Commission planned 

to use the grant to develop a robust 
marketing plan, which will include an 
expanded outreach to organizations 
and tourism-related businesses along 
and near the byway.

The goal is to expand travel on the 
byway, thereby boosting tourism 
revenues for the counties and towns 
along the byway route.

The TABB is a 126-mile byway 
from Chama, N.M., to Durango 
through Archuleta, La Plata and Rio 
Arriba counties.

• It was also announced in Decem-
ber that several members of the 
Pirate football team earned post-
season honors for their work during 
the fall season: Davian Coss (all-
conference honorable mention), 
Jaxten Schiel (all-conference honor-
able mention), Harley Armijo (all-
conference first team and all-state 
honorable mention), Seth Aucoin 
(all-conference first team), Blake 
Laner (all-conference first team and 
all-state honorable mention), Gavin 
Lindahl (all-conference first team 
and all-state first team), Seth Zeigler 
(all-conference honorable mention), 
Colton Lucero (all-conference hon-
orable mention) and Creede Dozier 
(all-conference first team). Conner 
Kelly (all-conference first team and 

all-state second team), Freddy Barnas 
(all-conference honorable mention), 
Jayden Martin (all-conference honor-
able mention) and coach Nathan Mo-
rales (conference coach of the year).

• At a Dec. 12, special meeting, the 
BoCC delivered a written warning to 
Derek Woodman for his role in di-
recting staff to post openings for two 
cleaning staff positions not approved 
or authorized by the BoCC.

• Pagosa Peak Open School 
(PPOS) board member Elly Os-
mera announced at the board’s Dec. 
13 meeting that it received nearly 
$700,000 for construction of a play-
ground at the school.

The grant is through the Colorado 
Health Foundation, which previously 
awarded PPOS a $24,000 planning 
grant for the school’s “Playground 
for the People.”

• At the same meeting, PPOS 
School Director Angela Reali-Cross-
land announced she will not be 
renewing her contract at the end of 
its current term.

• At its Dec. 14 meeting, the 
PAWSD board discussed the need 
for increased security at PAWSD of-
fices and plants given growing safety 
concerns.

Following a discussion of in-
creased threats and antagonism by 
customers, Ramsey explained that 
PAWSD is planning to hire a security 
company to help improve security 
at PAWSD facilities due to concerns 
about threats from customers and the 
potential for thefts or intentional wa-
ter contamination at PAWSD plants.

He added that, due to recent inci-
dents with customers, staff felt 
“threatened.”

• At the same meeting, the PAWSD 
board accepted the resignation of 
former board member Peter Hurley 
and appointed Paul Hansen to the 
empty seat on the board.

PAWSD board chairman Jim Smith 
explained that Hurley sent him an 
email on Nov. 20, 2023, indicating 
that he was resigning from the board 
immediately, that he enjoys working 
with Smith, and that he wishes Smith 
and the board the “best in the future.”

The board then moved on to dis-
cuss filling the vacancy, with Smith 
stating that former PAWSD board 
member Paul Hansen was in the 
audience and asking Hansen if he 
would be willing to be appointed to 
fill Hurley’s remaining time as a board 
member.

Hansen stated that he would be 
willing to do so.

• The Pirate boys’ wrestling team 
competed at the Warrior Classic in 
Grand Junction on Dec. 15 and 16, 
taking 14th place overall and securing 
two third-place finishes. 

Luke Tressler and Colton Lucero 
each placed third at the tournament.

• In mid-December, CDOT an-
nounced the completion of the U.S. 
160 surface treatment project west of 
Pagosa Springs.

The project improved approxi-
mately 6 miles of U.S. 160 on the west 
side of the town from County Road 
139 (Boyles School Road) to South 
10th Street, mile points 135-141, as 
well as another section less than a 
mile long on the east side of town 
from the San Juan River Bridge to the 
U.S. 160/U.S. 84 junction, mile points 
144-144.5.
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and Sanitation District (PAWSD) 
Board of Directors meeting, District 
Engineer/Manager Justin Ramsey 
announced that PAWSD received a 
$1 million grant from the Colorado 
Department of Local Affairs Energy/
Mineral Impact Assistance Fund for 
construction on the Snowball Water 
Treatment Plant expansion.

In an interview with The SUN, 
Ramsey explained that the grant 
funding will support the installation 
of “floating slabs” of concrete as part 
of the foundation for the expanded 
plant.

He explained that the grant fund-
ing will help make up the gap be-
tween the $38 million loan PAWSD 
acquired for the project and the final 
project cost of just over $40 million.

PAWSD obtained “well over $6 
million” in grants and principal 
forgiveness for the project in the last 
year, Ramsey highlighted.

• At a Nov. 14 work session, the 
PAWSD board heard and discussed 
a presentation from Carol Malesky of 
Stantec as part of the district’s ongo-
ing rate study.

The presentation followed another 
presentation by Malesky at the Aug. 
24 PAWSD meeting and generally 
provided similar information, al-
though Malesky and Stantec staff 
member Zac Koch gave additional 
data on rates for short-term rentals 
and revenues from septic haulers.

The board also had the opportu-
nity during the presentation to re-
quest adjustments to the model and 
to see the real-time impacts of these 
changes on rates.

• The PSHS Unified bowling team 
traveled to the state championships 
in mid-November after earning the 
league title the week before.

The team took 11th out of 27 teams 
at the state tournament on Nov. 17. 

The top three teams from each of 
the nine Unified bowling regional 
championships advanced to the state 
championships — the largest field in 
the sports’ history.

The Pirates garnered the 11th-
place finish with a total pinfall of 485.

• At the Nov. 21 BoCC meeting, the 
BoCC, acting as the interim board of 
health (BoH), made appointments to 
the Archuleta County BoH.

Those appointed were commis-
sioners Warren Brown and Veronica 
Medina, Jon Bruss, Jessica Cox and 
Stacy Foss.

Prior to the appointments, the 
BoCC interviewed six candidates for 
the BoH at special meetings on Nov. 
13 and Nov. 14.

• At its Nov. 21 meeting, the BoCC 
voted to release the recording of a Jan. 
17 BoCC executive session following 
an executive session called for the 
purposes of the BoCC receiving legal 
advice on the release of the recording.

This release followed the Nov. 8 
filing of a lawsuit in the Sixth Judicial 
District Court against the BoCC and 
Archuleta County Clerk and Recorder 
Kristy Archuleta by Tina Woodman, 
former county human resources di-
rector and wife of County Manager 
Derek Woodman, seeking the release 
of the recording and alleging that the 
executive session involved breaches 
of Colorado Open Meeting Law.

The complaint filed by Tina Wood-
man, represented by attorney Matt 
Roane, begins by explaining that she 
seeks access to the recording under 
the Colorado Open Records Act.

• The Upper San Juan Health Ser-
vice District, which operates Pagosa 
Springs Medical Center, heard on 
Nov. 28 it had been awarded a grant of 
up to $507,581 toward the construc-
tion of a building that will house its 
oxygen generation equipment.

December
• The PSHS Lady Pirate wrestling 

division saw its first action at the 
Farmington Wrestling Girls Invite 
on Dec. 1.

The Lady Pirates took sixth out of 
10 teams despite having only four 
wrestlers.

• The Pirate boys’ wrestling team 
opened its season this week with 
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Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
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Local and Proudly Serving 
Pagosa Springs for seven years

• This 124th Christmas Bird Count, 
annually the largest national bird 
inventory on record and the longest 
standing community-generated sci-
ence project in the Western Hemi-
sphere, took place on Dec. 16.

A total of 81 Pagosa Springs resi-
dents joined in to collect data across 
our 15-mile diameter circle. Collec-
tively, the group tallied 121.5 hours 
of party effort and 3,867 total birds 
of 64 species on count day.

• At a Dec. 19 work session, the 
BoCC discussed delinquent pay-
ments for a mill levy related to road 
maintenance and the county’s efforts 
to obtain a certificate of occupancy 
(CO) for the county’s justice facility.

Commissioner Veronica Medina 
raised the issue of the mill levy in the 
context of a discussion on the 2024 
county budget and explained that the 
Town of Pagosa Springs brought to 
the county’s attention that the county 
has not paid the town’s portion of the 
Road and Bridge Fund mill levy to the 
town since 2018.

She added that the 2018 payment 
was only partial, with the county still 
owing the town $1,622 from 2018.

Medina commented that state 
statute requires the county to pay 
the mill levy and that this payment 
should not depend on if the entity 
receiving payment asks for it or if the 
commissioners decide to make the 
payment.

Commissioner Warren Brown 
suggested that this would be an op-
portunity to have a “fresh start” on the 
county’s efforts to obtain a CO for the 
justice facility.

Previously, the town demanded 
additional screening of HVAC sys-
tems on the building’s roof to bring 
the building into compliance with 
its land use and development code.

Following the Pagosa Springs 
Planning Commission denying the 
county’s attempt to obtain a vari-
ance exempting it from the screening 
requirement on Jan. 10, the BoCC 
passed a resolution overruling the 
commission’s decision on Jan. 17.

Following discussions with the 
town council, the town attorney 
responded by issuing a letter to 
Weaver on April 20 outlining that the 
town would refuse to provide a CO 
for the building until the situation is 
addressed.

• At its Dec. 19 meeting, the BoCC 

approved an alteration to the county’s 
Residential Property Tax Incentive, 
raising the value threshold for quali-
fying properties to $500,000.

• At the same meeting, the BoCC 
approved an indefeasible right 
of use agreement with La Plata 
County, the Southern Ute Indian 
Tribe, La Plata Electric Association, 
and Region 10 League for Economic 
Assistance and Planning for a $4 
million grant-funded fiber project 
along Colo. 151 — an agreement 
that was called “historic.”

• “I was afraid they weren’t going 
to have a Christmas,” PaTrisha Patten 
said of how she felt after learning the 
storage unit housing the gifts for the 
Adopt-A-Family Christmas Project 
she runs had been broken into.

On the afternoon of Dec. 21, it was 
reported that the storage unit for the 
Adopt-A-Family Christmas Project 
had been broken into, according to 
a statement the Archuleta County 
Sheriff’s Office.

The break-in happened two days 
before the project planned to give the 
gifts and needed items in the unit to 
local families in need.

The statement notes the gifts were 
stolen sometime the previous eve-
ning or early on Dec. 21.

• On Dec. 21, the town council 
approved an IGA with CDOT for the 
design and construction of a multiuse 
trail planned to connect downtown 
to Pagosa Lakes, the Town-to-Lakes 
Trail.

It “involves the design and con-

struction of a ten-foot-wide asphalt 
or concrete non-motorized shared 
use path between 10th Street to Great 
West Ave,” per states agenda docu-
mentation on the matter.

• In late December, it was reported 
that four local high school soccer 
athletes were selected to represent 
Colorado at the Far West Olympic 
Developmental Program Champi-
onships in Mesa, Ariz., in January: 
Adison Johnson, Ryder King, Milo 
Deitemeyer and Gavin Carter.

They would be representing three 
of the 10 teams attending from the 
Colorado Select Mountain Region.

• San Juan Basin Public Health 
closed its doors on Dec. 31 after 75 
years of service to Archuleta and La 
Plata counties.

323 Hot Springs Blvd. 
800-225-0934 

pagosahotsprings.com

LIVE MUSIC
at the Springs Resort

5-7 pm in the Lodge Atrium

Charcuterie Board $45
available for purchase during live music

Friday, February 2
Bob Hemenger

Saturday, February 3
Maxwell Miller

Tuesday, February 6
Jackson Mountain Ramblers

Friday, February 9
Maxwell Miller
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The candidates for the hospital-
ity seat were the next to be consid-
ered, with Prince nominated and 
approved for this seat. 

Prince shared in his interview 
that he has more than 20 years of 
hospitality experience, working 
in Seattle, Wash., California and 
Chicago, Ill., prior to coming to 
Pagosa Springs.

“The industry that I’m in, it is 
about creating experiences. It’s 
about creating memories. I’m for-
tunate ... to talk with people that 
have been coming here for 30 years 
... that’s the excitement for me of 

being in a place where people want 
to continuously return to and how 
do we enhance that value, for them 
as visitors?” he said.

For the at-large seat, Dufour was 
nominated and approved. 

When asked about the “cultural 
divide” that exists in Pagosa be-
tween residents and tourists, Du-
four recalled similar experiences 
growing up in Steamboat Springs, 
stating, “I’ve seen these changes 
and I’ve seen the resistance and it 
really feels like the divide generally 
is a lack of communication and 
education as to the importance of 
things like tourism.”

Asked then what she would like 
to communicate to the Pagosa com-
munity, Dufour said, “I feel like what 
needs to be communicated to them 
is the importance of the structure of 
the tourism industry, and that the 
more that it is grown intelligently, 
the more that it can actually en-
hance their quality of life, as well as 
guests that we’re serving.”

With the voting completed, Jen-
nifer Green, executive director of 
Visit Pagosa Springs, noted that the 
next step in the process is for her to 
take the recommendations to the 
town council and the county com-
missioners as they are the ones that 

actually approved the recommen-
dations from the tourism board. 

She also stated that “we are hop-
ing that we have a board in place, 
hopefully in the next couple of 
weeks, and I’ll be in touch with all 
those that were recommended and 
schedule some meetings.” 

She also recommended that the 
board have a retreat “to kind of kick 
things off with all of the new board 
members ... review everything that 
we do, and that’s always a good op-
portunity for open dialogue.”

The next tourism board meeting 
is set for 4 p.m. on Feb. 20.

robert@pagosasun.com

n Continued from A5

Tourism

n Continued from front

Changes
phase of development should con-
centrate on units for the workforce.

The proposal is to build five 
model homes — with four out of 
the five being oriented toward 
workforce housing, he explained, 
adding, “Let’s put up those models, 
decorate them, and let’s start tak-
ing deposits and reservations and 
let’s see ... what’s really needed and 
what people want.”

“Do they want the single family, 
or do they want the townhomes?” 
he asked. 

But members of the public and 
the commissioners showed reluc-
tance to sign off on a project that 
seemed to be veering away from 
the original agreement forged be-
tween the owner/developer and 
the town. The main area of concern 
was that the new plans show an 
access to Phase 1 off of 10th Street, 
instead of U.S. 160 as proposed in 
the original agreement.

The worry expressed is that the 
58-unit development would add to 
the traffic, congestion and the gen-
eral wear and tear of the roadway 
network around 10th Street.

Bommarito replied that, upon 
more careful evaluation, the own-
ers had determined that it would 
be too expensive to build an access 
point off of U.S 160 during the be-
ginning stage of development, and 
doing so would force the developer 
to charge more for the ownership 
units in order to cover the costs, 
which he quoted as “millions of 

dollars.” 
“What we know for sure is that 

much of the community can pur-
chase [homes] if we are in the 300s 
and 400s, but if we get into the 
500s, a lot of people are eliminated” 
from being viable for mortgages 
for homeownership, Bommarito 
explained. 

The developer’s burden of hav-
ing to build an access point off 
of U.S 160, which was originally 
planned to be a roundabout, would 
push these homes into the more 
expensive ranges, defeating the 
purpose of gearing the homes to 
the area’s workforce, he argued. 

The emphasis on workforce 
housing during Phase 1 was “how 
all of this shifted,” he said. 

“What concerns me is that the 
town council passed Ordinance 
989,” which changed the zoning 
of the property “from Transitional 
Rural to Mixed-use Town-center 
and it increased the densities to 
allow this development,” planning 
commissioner Chris Pitcher said. 

Pitcher added that the changes 
to the plans were “pretty funda-
mental,” because the original 
agreement had the access to the 
subdivision coming off of the 
highway. 

“Now, in Phase 1, all of the im-
pacts for traffic are shifted to the 
neighborhood and that’s not what” 
the town “approved,” he said. 

He stated that he understood 
that building access off of the 
highway would be “an [expensive] 

undertaking, and I can understand 
why that may not be the best first 
thing to do.” 

He added, “However, that is 
what was approved ... so, I’m a 
little reluctant to just get rid” of the 
original agreement.

He noted that if the access is 
going to be somewhere other than 
off of U.S 160, then the developers 
would probably need an entirely 
new traffic study, since the original 
traffic analysis “contemplated all of 
the access off of [U.S] 160.”

Bommarito replied, “This is an 
exact example of what we talked 
about with the AMI and affordabil-
ity. There’s a reason we are using 
10th Street. It saves about $30,000 
per townhome, which means those 
townhomes we can sell at a much 
lower rate.” 

He added, “This is the perfect 
example of how we’re trying to get 
to the lower AMI people by using a 
street that’s already there.” 

“I totally understand that, but 
I’m not gonna compromise the 
function of 10th Street for afford-
able housing,” Pitcher said. 

He suggested that Phase 1 of the 
development should be looked 
at “as a standalone phase,” citing 
uncertainty whether the rest of 
the development would ever get 
completed, and if no access off of 
the highway is ever added. 

“Let’s look at the impacts to the 
roadway system, the utilities, the 
sidewalks and community trails 
as a standalone development,” he 

said. “We [need to] modify the traf-
fic plan to look at how these units 
are going to be accessed.” 

Pitcher also questioned why the 
developer chose to concentrate so 
heavily on workforce housing in 
Phase 1, citing that other develop-
ers in the area have found it tough 
to get workforce housing projects 
to pencil financially.

“It doesn’t seem logical to me 
that you would start with a bunch 
of workforce housing to try to 
generate interest and revenue if 
it’s a break even or even a losing 
proposition,” he said. 

Bommarito explained that “im-
mediate sales” in workforce hous-
ing would create “tremendous mo-
mentum” for the rest of the project. 

“When you see homes going up, 
that’s what gets everyone talking — 
Realtors, people coming from all 
over ... you don’t make a bunch of 
money with workforce housing, but 
it’s getting the project started and 
creating tremendous momentum 
... and it’s also something that” the 
lender, the town and the developer, 
“all three of us, can agree on,” he 
said.

He added that it was “very, very 
difficult” to make this type of hous-
ing attractive to developers, add-
ing, “You don’t have anybody, any 
developers, that are trying to build 
you homes for sale and sell them as 
workforce housing.” 

The area doesn’t need more 
“small apartments ... We are mak-
n See Changes A8
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Stop by our agency and meet Kathy Lapen, 
the newest addition to the Michalak Insurance Agency — 

Farmers Insurance Pagosa Springs.  
Ask Kathy for a free 2024 Calendar!

46 Eaton Drive, Ste. 7 behind City Market

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. 
Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance 
companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are 
authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states. Life 
Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 
300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Call 970.731.5258 today!
Let us help you get smart about your coverage options.

MAKING SENSE OF THE 
LOCAL INSURANCE MARKET
Automobile insurance • Homeowners insurance • Life insurance

Kathy Lapen

@ Golf Club
Open to the Public

Authentic Texas BBQ
Winter Hours:

Thursday, Friday, Saturday
noon - 6 pm

Sunday - 11 am - 6 pm

1 Pines Club Place
(970) 398-5267

SquareTopBBQ.com  

BBQ, Beer BBQ, Beer 
& Bourbon& Bourbon

Full ServiceFull Service
Restaurant & BarRestaurant & Bar

Voted Best Restaurant Voted Best Restaurant 
Views in PagosaViews in Pagosa
10-years running10-years running

Carry Out AvailableCarry Out Available

Let Us Cater Let Us Cater 
Your Event or PartyYour Event or Party

Host Your Host Your 
Event or Party Event or Party 
 @ Square Top @ Square Top

Weekly Smoked Specials
Smoked Burger Thursdays
Pork Rib Fridays, after 2pm

Beef Rib Sundays - they go fast!

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160)  • (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

H Got Gold? Get Cash! H
Turn your old, broken jewelry 

into CASH TODAY
We buy gold, 

silver, guns, 

ammo and 
more.

Need $100? Need $5,000? 
Come see us now!

$ CASH LOANS $
Short-term loans based on collateral only, we take collateral on the following:

Cars • Trucks • Trailers • ATVs • Motorcycles 
Guns • Gold • Jewelry • Silver & More

A1 Taxi
970-585-4903

Fully licensed and insured! 
Smoke-free vehicles!

Local discount system- just ask! 
8am-8pm daily or by appointment!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

Reliability 
Matters!

Courtesy 
Counts!

It further states U.S. 160 was 
closed with the help of the Colo-
rado Department of Transportation 
and the Archuleta County Sher-
iff’s Office until the accident was 
cleared at 9:05 a.m.

The investigation is ongoing and 
determination of the cause of the 
accident is pending, it notes.

That afternoon, Archuleta School 
District (ASD) Superintendent Rick 
Holt sent a message to district fami-
lies concerning the crash.

“Thanks to the overwhelming 
support and professionalism dis-
played by our local police, fire, 
EMS, hospital staff, counselors 
and school community during the 
unfortunate bus incident, we were 

able to safely transport students 
away from the scene without sig-
nificant injuries to students or the 
driver,” Holt wrote.

Holt highlighted the actions of 
bus driver Riley Lucero in helping 
to keep the students safe through-
out the incident and noted that, 
once at school, “students were 
provided the opportunity to meet 
with counselors and reconnect 
with families while administrators 
took the time to personally call 
each family involved.”

He adds, “Incidents like this one 
can be frightening for all those 
directly and indirectly involved. 
If you, or someone you know, is 
experiencing trauma as a result of 
today’s incident please encourage 

them to seek out the needed sup-
port.” 

“While today brought unex-
pected challenges, it also show-
cased the strength and resilience 
of our Pagosa Elementary School 
community. Together, they have all 
demonstrated the power of unity 
and support in times of adversity.”

Holt further pledges to continue 
to work with the authorities “to en-
sure a thorough investigation and 
review” of the event.

“The safety and security of our 
students remain our top priority, 
and we will take every necessary 
step to prevent such occurrences 
and improve our response in the 
future,” he wrote.

randi@pagosasun.com

income over the upcoming years.
He pointed to the workbooks 

produced by the rate study for 
the PAWSD water and wastewater 
funds as evidence of this close 
alignment.

The water rate workbook indi-
cates that, from 2024 to 2026, 
the fund is expected to have 
$25,660,644 in cash inflows and 
$31,597,021 in cash outflows.

Over the same period, the 
wastewater rate workbook indi-
cates that the fund is expected to 
have $13,043,267 in cash inflows 
and $13,860,048 in cash outflows.

PAWSD District Engineer/Man-
ager Justin Ramsey emphasized in 
an interview that the exact costs 
the district will face and when they 
will be incurred is somewhat un-
predictable and will be influenced 
by the actions of state agencies and 
new wastewater regulations.

He added that the district will 
likely conduct another rate study 
within five years to adjust for 

changes or new expenses that have 
arisen.

Water rates and capital invest-
ments fees (CIFs) are slated to 
increase as part of the rate changes.

The water CIF is slated to in-
crease from $5,353 in 2023 to 
$8,958 in 2024, with a 3 percent 
increase annually each year after.

The water rate increased by 6 
percent in 2023 for an average 
monthly residential bill of $54.

The rate is proposed to increase 
by 3 percent yearly between 2024 
and 2031, taking the monthly 
residential bill from $55.62 in 2024 
to $68.38 in 2031. No increase is 
proposed for 2032.

Water availability fees are also 
proposed to scale with the water 
rate increases, taking them to 
$14.73 monthly in 2024 from $14.30 
monthly in 2023.

PAWSD revenues from availabil-
ity fees are expected to fall from 
$450,000 in 2023 to $191,000 in 2032 
due to decreases in the amount of 
lots being charged availability fees 

as development continues.
Water rates at fill stations are 

also proposed to scale with the 
increases in water rates, rising to 
$12.55 per 1,000 gallons in 2024.

Wastewater rates and CIFs are 
also projected to see substantial 
increases.

The wastewater CIF is expected 
to rise from $1,179 in 2023 to 
$15,697 in 2024, with an annual 3 
percent increase for each year after.

The wastewater rate increased 
by 2.5 percent in 2023 for an av-
erage monthly residential bill of 
$32.80.

The rate study indicates that the 
rate will increase by 30 percent an-
nually in both 2024 and 2025, tak-
ing it to $55.43, before increasing 
by 5 percent yearly between 2026 
and 2029, rising to $67.38 in 2029.

The rates will then rise by 15 
percent in both 2030 and 2031, 
increasing to $89.11 by 2031.

No rate increase is slated for 
2032.

Short-term rental units in the 

n Continued from front

ing an effort to do ‘for-sale’ work-
force housing, which is what 100 
percent of the people want, when 
you talk to the firemen, the police-
men, the school teachers. They 
want a house,” he said.

He pointed out that most newly 
built homes in the area sell in the 
$500,000 to $900,000 range. 

“Those don’t work for workforce 
housing,” he said. 

He continued, “We think that 
with a project this big, with the 
economy of scale ... and with a 
lender who is actually going along 
with this ... we might be able to 
accomplish it ... It’s never hap-
pened before in Pagosa Springs ... 
we’ve looked into the history, and 
we don’t see any national builders 
coming here and offering to try to 
build homes for you for 300 and 
400 thousand.

“It’s not easy, because you have 
a water district and a sewer district 
that are in need of being expanded, 
and we have to pay for that ex-
pansion. It’s millions of dollars to 
expand your water and sewer dis-
tricts and because we are the ones 
putting in the homes, the burden 
is on us,” explaining the process 
as “climbing hills and mountains.”

Planning commissioner Chad 
Hodges expressed agreement with 
some of Pitcher’s objections to 
approving the preliminary sub-
division plat as it stood, mainly 
because of the changes to the ac-
cess plan. 

He suggested, “We are between 
a rock and a hard place,” because 
the community very much needs 
the workforce housing, but he 
didn’t want it at the expense of 
added “traffic pressure” on 10th 
Street, agreeing with Pitcher. 

He also agreed with Pitcher that 
“the new phasing plan doesn’t sup-
port what council negotiated.” 

Looking for a way forward, 
Schultz recommended that the 
commission should start with a 
new traffic study on the impacts 
of the new Phase 1 proposal since 
the original study “was completed 
before they contemplated the re-
arrangement of the phases, and I 
think having that redone, so that 
we do have those impacts” would 
answer major questions. 

“What is the impact gonna be on 
10th Street and those other sup-

district will see a 1.40 times mul-
tiplier on their wastewater rates 
compared to other users due to the 
increased wastewater flows these 
properties generate, according to 
PAWSD.

Burns notes in an email to The 
SUN, “These increased flows have 
been measured by analyzing wa-
ter usage during winter months 
for registered short-term rental 
properties. This removes irrigation 
usage from the calculation.”

Wastewater availability fees are 
planned to scale with increases 
in the wastewater rate, rising to 
$16.25 monthly in 2024 from $12.50 
monthly in 2023.

The district’s income from avail-
ability fees is expected to increase 
from $290,000 annually in 2023 to 
$446,000 annually in 2025.

Availability fee revenues are 
then expected to fall gradually to 
$435,000 in 2029 before rising again 
to $512,000 over 2030 and 2031.

Rates for septic haulers deposit-
ing sewage at the Vista Wastewater 
Treatment Plant are planned to 
scale with the rate increases for 
other customers, rising to $17.26 
per 1,000 gallons in 2024.

The public hearing on the rate 
and fee increases will occur at 
5 p.m. on Feb. 15 at the PAWSD 
administrative offices at 100 Lyn 
Ave. and will include opportunities 
for the public to comment on the 
proposed changes.

josh@pagosasun.com

porting road networks? What does 
that look like? And would a traffic 
circle, roundabout or traffic signal 
intersection [off of the highway]...
alleviate the impacts?” she asked.

Bommarito suggested that all 
parties — the town, planning com-
mission and the developer/owner 
— take a “step back and rethink 
how we can work this out.” 

“There’s been about 20 or 30 
topics tonight that we really need to 
think through and figure out, now 
that we are seeing and hearing all 
of these concerns,” he said. 

He requested a continuance, 
which would “give us some time 
to spend with your town planners 
in trying to figure out and improve 
and think through how we can 
make this more acceptable.” 

He added he is hopeful that “dif-
ferent things can be done here” to 
address the concerns of the public 
and the commission and “to make 
all of this make sense.” 

Pitcher asked, “If we do move to 
continue, how much time would 
you like?” 

Bommarito replied, “15 to 30 
days.” 

However, Schultz suggested that 
it would take longer than 30 days 
for the town’s planning staff and the 
owner/developer to work out the 
kinks, mentioning that conducting 
a new traffic study will take longer 
than 30 days. 

Bommarito suggested, “Why 
don’t we just leave the date open?”

It was decided to push the meet-
ing, and any decision, back to an 
undecided date. 

The official motion made by 
Hodges stated, “A motion for the re-
quest of the applicant to continue 
for the major subdivision applica-
tion for Pagosa Views, Phase 1.” 

The motion was seconded and 
carried unanimously by the com-
mission. 

If the preliminary subdivision 
plat is ultimately approved by the 
planning commission, it would 
then go before the town council as 
a recommendation by the commis-
sion for approval. 

derek@pagosasun.com
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Reynolds Ash + Associates is excited to announce 
the opening of their new location in Alamosa. 

RA+A’s new office is located in the Historic Railroad Depot 
at 610 State Avenue, Suite 120.

RA+A is proud to introduce Andréa Bachman & Deron Granville of Alamosa. 
Please stop by and say hello! Andréa has been designing in the San Luis Valley since 2017 and 
recently joined RA+A in Fall of 2023. Deron is a licensed Architect who recently relocated from 

Denver to Alamosa and brings with him over 25 years of experience 
in all aspects of building design. He recently joined RA+A in Spring of 2023.

The opening of the Alamosa location will better serve our San Luis Valley clients and contractors. 
The firm is the largest locally-owned architecture and engineering firm in the Four Corners 

with offices in Pagosa Springs, Durango, and Phoenix AZ. 

Please visit www.RA-AE.com for more information.

Lady Pirates defeat Gunnison in head-to-head meet

Sports

Photo courtesy Heather Miller
Karis Blackman swims during the Lady Pirates’ head-to-head meet with Gunnison on Jan. 26. Blackman competed in four events, helping the team 
win 566-537.

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

According to coach Heather 
Miller, the Pagosa Springs High 
School Lady Pirate swim team did 
the unexpected when it bested 
Gunnison on Jan. 26 in Gunnison.

The team, she wrote in an email 
to The SUN, was “ecstatic that we 
were able to pull off the unex-
pected.”

Pagosa scored 566, compared to 
Gunnison’s 537.

“Overall we had a great meet 
with some really good swims,” she 
wrote.

Three Lady Pirate teams com-
peted in the 200-yard medley relay.

Marlowe Hedgecock, Karis 
Blackman, Chloe Gantt and Asia 
Gorman finished second with a 
time of two minutes, 27.3 seconds. 
That finish earned 34 points for 
Pagosa.

The team of Rebecca Stewart, 
Leah Blackman, Grace Cram and 
Gemma Slingerland finished fourth 
with a time of 2:59.64 to earn 30 
points.

The team of Natalie Talley, Lucia 
Rivera, Natalia Monterroso and 
Ruby Snell finished fifth with a time 
of 3:13.19, earning 28 points.

In the 200-yard freestyle, Asia 
Gorman led the Lady Pirates with 
a third-place finish. She finished 
with a time of 2:43.24 and earned 16 
points. Hedgecock finished fourth 
with a time of 2:53.24 to earn 15 
points.

Cram followed in fifth and 
earned 14 points with a time of 
2:58.24. Slingerland took sixth with 
a time of 3:05.57 to earn 13 points. 
Marie Smith finished seventh with 
a time of 3:23.19 to earn 12 points. 
Bella Gutierrez took eighth and 
earned 11 points with a time of 
3:35.93.

Miller highlights that Gorman, 
Gutierrez and Smith “dropped a lot 
of time” in the event.

Gantt took fourth in the 200-
yard individual medley, finishing 
with a time of 3:04.08 to earn 15 
points. Leah Blackman followed in 
fifth with a time of 3:26.95 to earn 
14 points, with Miller pointing out 
she “dropped some good time.”

In the 50-yard free, Monterroso 
led the Lady Pirates with a fourth-
place finish. She swam a time 
of 37.27 seconds and earned 15 
points. Rivera followed in fifth with 
a time of 41.43 seconds to earn 14 
points. Snell took sixth and earned 
13 points with a time of 41.65 sec-
onds. Talley finished seventh and 
earned 12 points with a time of 
45.50 seconds.

“Lucia Rivera and Ruby Snell 

also dropped significant time in the 
50 free,” Miller wrote.

Hedgecock took second in the 
100-yard butterfly and earned 17 
points with a time of 1:40.06. Stew-
art followed in third and earned 
16 points with a time of 1:52.19. 
Gutierrez swam a time of 2:05.82 
to take fourth and earn 15 points.

Miller notes it was the first legal 
100 butterfly for all three Lady Pi-
rate swimmers.

Monterroso finished seventh in 
the 100-yard freestyle, swimming 
a time of 1:27.36 and earning 12 
points. Talley followed in eighth 
to earn 11 points with a time of 
1:40.42.

Karis Blackman was the sole 
competitor in the 500-yard free-
style, giving the Lady Pirates 20 
points for a first-place finish.

Miller notes she was able to drop 
time despite swimming on her 
own, and finished with a time of 
8:26.95.

Miller adds Karis Blackman “had 
an amazing 500 free.”

The three Pagosa teams took 
second, third and fourth in the 
200-yard freestyle relay.

Gorman, Gantt, Hedgecock and 
Karis Blackman took second with a 
time to 2:12.12, earning 34 points.

Cram, Stewart, Monterroso and 
Leah Blackman swam a time of 
2:30.10 to finished third and earn 
32 points.

Slingerland, Talley, Gutierrez 
and Smith finished fourth with a 
time of 2:46.35, earning 30 points.

Gorman led the Lady Pirate ef-
fort in the 100-yard backstroke, 
finishing third with a time of 
1:27.94 to earn 16 points. Cram 
followed in fourth with a time of 
1:30.25 to earn 15 points. Sling-
erland took fifth and earned 14 
points with a time of 1:33.89. Snell 
took sixth and earned 13 points 
with a time of 1:53.13.

In the 100-yard breaststroke, 
Karis Blackman finished fourth 
with a time of 1:31.25, earning 15 
points. Leah Blackman took fifth 
with a time of 1:37.27 to earn 14 
points. Gantt followed in sixth and 
earned 13 points with a time of 
1:38.27. Rivera finished seventh 
with a time of 1:55.57, earning 

12 points. Smith took eighth and 
earned 11 points with a time of 
2:05.54.

“Our backstrokes and [breast-
strokes] did really well with Asia 
Gorman and Gemma Slingerland 
having some great time drops in 
the backstroke and Chloe Gantt 

and Lucia Rivera dropped time in 
the breaststroke,” Miller wrote.

Next up for the Lady Pirates is 
the Western Slope Conference meet 
Friday and Saturday, Feb. 2 and 3, at 
Colorado Mesa University.

“I think we are right on track to 
have a great conference meet. Their 

technique is looking the best it has 
all season now we just need to push 
the speed,” Miller wrote.

Prior to the conference event, 
Miller notes the team is focusing 
on relays.

“We are focusing on relays for 
conference to give us the best 

opportunity to get to swim again 
in finals. So we need to have safe 
but fast relay starts and fast swim-
ming,” she wrote.

Competition begins at 5 p.m. on 
Feb. 2 and continues at 9 a.m. on 
Feb. 3.

randi@pagosasun.com

RecReation news

Registration for spring rec programs open
By Matt Zaborowski
Town of Pagosa Springs

All program registrations for 
2024 will be released seasonally. 

For the spring season, we have 
several programs available, in-
cluding 9- to 10-year-old instruc-
tional volleyball, 11- to 12-year-old 

volleyball, adult volleyball, 4- to 
5-year-old T-ball and adult soccer.

A new class has been added to 
the Recreation Department sched-
ule. 

Pagosa Cooks is hosting a Valen-
tine’s charcuterie board. Learn to 
create the ideal snack to enjoy with 
your family or friends. With work-

shops from Pagosa Cooks, you can 
learn to create and style your very 
own meat and cheese board time 
and time again. This is a special 
Valentine’s Night workshop and 
will be paired with wine and beer 
to complement the boards. Bring 
a date or come and meet others 
who enjoy food and conversation. 

Registration is $25 and can be done 
online.

Online registration is available 
through the town website at pago-
sasprings.co.gov or in person at the 
Ross Aragon Community Center.

Please call the Recreation De-
partment with any questions, (970) 
264-4151, ext. 524.

“Overall we had 
a great meet with 

some really 
good swims.”

Coach Heather Miller
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Your source for community news:
The Pagosa Springs SUN

ROOFING
Standing Seam/Pro Panel Roofing, Roof Heating Ice Melt Systems, 

Roof Repair, Sheet Metal and Excavation Services 

(970) 799-6278 
42belowconstructioncompany@gmail.com

Local and Proudly Serving 
Pagosa Springs for seven years

91 Stevens Lake Rd., Pagosa Springs

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

HORSE PANELS- Ponderosa Lumber is your 
Priefert livestock panel dealer. 731-4111.  
Highway 160 on Put Hill. 

10-year old reg. quarter horse paint geld-
ing, very gentle. Knows gaits. Healthy $4,000 
firm. 946-2839

3X3X8 800 LB. GRASS HORSE HAY. 
Quantity discounts. 946-1018, please leave 
message.

WANTED OLDER KIND, GENTLE gelding. 
(970)731-1976, (970)507-0201.

ALFALFA AND GRASS MIX HAY, $5/ bale. 
Organic potatoes, $20 per hundred. 264-
5628. 

QUALITY HORSE HAY. $6 a bale. Local, 
731-5022.

HAY FOR SALE. $7 in the field, $7.25 in the 
barn. 3x3x8 bales, 775 lbs, $85. 731-9504. 

HAY FOR SALE. Barn stored, good grass 
hay, 3’x3’x8’ bales, 775 lbs., $85. Oat hay, 
small bales, 50 lbs., $2. (970)731-5873, 
(970)731-9504. 

SUPER BUY- Moved and TV doesn’t fit. 
Gorgeous 62” Toshiba HD TV with DLP. Must 
sacrifice at $850. Also dry firewood, $100 per 
pickup full. (970)903-3911.

14’ LOW BOY BUMPER PULL equipment 
trailer. Will haul 10K, electric brakes both 
axles. Nice, $2,500. (970)731-9505.

TWO APPLIANCES: 1 GE refrigerator, 21.6, 
no frost. 1 GE gas stove. $200 each OBO. 
946-1737.

NURSERY GROWN ASPENS, all sizes, large 
spruce and pine. Delivery available. High 
Plains Nursery, Inc. Open Mon-Sat., 9a.m. to 
4p.m. 883-4600.

QUEEN BED WITH OAK headboard, frame 
and mattress, $50. 2007 Oster 6 slice toaster 
oven, $25. (970)799-0066. 

8’ SNOWPLOW FOR TOYOTA pickup, 
$1,200. 264-0040.

Classifi eds 264-2101264-2101
 Offi ce Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Classifi ed Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.
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RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

VACATION RENTALS

AUTOSFOR SALE

WANTED

LIVESTOCK

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

PETS

FOR SALE

If you’ve got something to sell
And don’t know what to do,
Call Hi Mesa Truck & Auto
Let us sell it for you!
Cars • Trucks • Tractors • Motor Homes
(no cows or horses, please!)

Call Ben Johnson
Put my 48 years of auto sales experience to work for you! • Financing available
Hi Mesa Truck & Auto • 597 Navajo Trail Dr. • 970-731-4377 • 866-731-4377

ONLY $595/ MONTH for this 2 level, 1,250 
sq. ft. condominium loft. Granite countertops, 
custom fixtures, central heat and air condition-
ing plus much more. Centrally located, walk to 
everything. This like new unit won’t last long. 
Reserve it today. 264-1036.

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX with garage. 
$600/ month plus security deposit. W/D, 
1,400 sq. ft., lots of storage, on golf course. 
(970)946-4181.

BEAUTIFUL LARGE MOBILE HOME. 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, screened in porch, lots 
of extra storage. Close to everything, $750/ 
month. Call 903-7150.

2 BEDROOM CONDO on the golf course. 
Available now, $600/ month. (479)244-7141, 
(970)264-5715.

ROOM WITH FREE UTILITIES, free wifi, 
private entrance, cooking facility, private 
bathroom, washer/ dryer available, $450. No 
smoking. 398-0023 

4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOUSE with garage 
and fenced-in yard. $650/ month. Call Laura 
at The Real Choice, (970)946-9281.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH in Pagosa Lakes area. 
2-car garage, new paint. Appliances included, 
$750. (970)946-9281.

LAKEFRONT UPSTAIRS APARTMENT. 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath, 2-car garage, all appli-
ances, $700/ month. No smoking, pets upon 
approval. (505)334-5687, (505)793-7285.

GOLF COURSE CONDO. 1 bedroom, moun-
tain views, wood burning fireplace, $650/ 
month. No smoking, pets okay with deposit. 
398-0023 

SPACIOUS CONDO, 2 BEDROOM, 3 bath, 
large loft. Sunroom with view, gas heat, new 
carpet. No dogs. $600. 903-2513.

BEST VALUE IN PAGOSA. Excellent condi-
tion 1/1, 2/2 apartment homes. All utilities 
included. Convenient location, walk to uptown 
grocery store. 946-9187.

HOUSE IN TOWN- 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 
2,400 sq. ft., 3-story home on 3 city lots with 
2-car heated garage. No smokers, no pets. 
$1,300 per month plus utilities. History and 
average of electric and natural gas usage 
available. Located right on the city limits at 
297 N. 2nd Street (Snowball Road). 946-
1642, please leave message or email terri@
pagosasun.com.

RENTALS: VACATION AND LONG TERM. 
www.teampagosa.com. Call Laura Dan-
iels, (970)946-9281 or Chris Hachenberg, 
(970)903-1188. Broker Associates, The Real 
Choice.

FIRST MONTH’S RENT FREE! 2 bedroom, 2 
bath end unit apartment. Close to downtown, 
quiet, W/D in building, paved road, low utilities, 
water paid. $725. 398-0007.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, wood stove, garage, 
carport. Pet negotiable, no smokers, $700/ 
month, 1st, last and utilities. Lake Forest 
Estates. 731-3471. 

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX at 578 
E. Golf Pl. Garage, storage, washer/ dryer 
hookups, landlord pays water and garbage. 
$700/ month. 946-7917.

ENERGY EFFICIENT, UNFURNISHED 2 bed-
room, 2 bath condo. Great location in Pagosa 
Lakes area, walking distance to local shops. 
Appliances furnished. $625/ month, long-term 
rent. (608)289-0373.

RV SPACES, $325/ MONTH. Includes satel-
lite TV, Wi-Fi, and other utilities. Please call 
Happy Camper 731-5822. 

FOR RENT 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath nearly new. 
$1,175/ month plus deposit. Phone (970)884-
2594 or (970)749-5956.

QUIET COUNTRY LIVING on private ranch 
3.6 miles from town. Mountain view, cathedral 
ceilings, large array of windows, tile, wood 
floors, exquisitely furnished for 2 occupants. 
References, one-year lease, first, last month’s 
rent plus deposit. All utilities included. No 
smoking, no pets. $899. (970)264-6720, 
(970)946-3987.

HOUSE IN TOWN. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, spa-
cious, clean, bright, new carpet. Reduced 
to $650. 359 South 9th Street. No smokers/ 
pets. 749-5828.

YOUR CHOICE: STUDIO APARTMENT 
plus workshop, $650 or 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
home, garage, washer/ dryer, decks, $900. 
Both newly remodeled, views, national forest 
access, near shopping, quiet neighborhood, 
basic utilities. No smokers, pets negotiable. 
First, damage, references. (970)948-8672 

FOR RENT: SINGLEWIDE MOBILE home. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath. $475/ month, $350 cleaning 
deposit. 354 Canyon Circle, Pagosa Vista. 
731-4906.

SECOND MONTH’S RENT’S FREE. Very 
clean 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 1-car garage du-
plex unit on E. Golf Place. No pets. Available 
now. Rent $695/ month. Call (970)884-2077, 
(970)903-9355. 

3 BEDROOM UNIT in Pagosa Lakes. Newly 
remodeled, new appliances, washer/ dryer, 
cable. Section 8 approved, everything paid. 
$725. (303)838-5585.

REMODELED 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath mobile in 
Vista. All new interior in 2007, well insulated 
for low utility bills, washer/dryer included. First 
month $475, then $595/ month plus deposit 
with lease. No pets/ smokers. 264-8258.

BRAND NEW 1-2 BEDROOM COTTAGES! 
All new construction, great downtown 8th St. 
location. 1-2 bedroom, 1 bath private units. 
Year lease, $700-$750/ month. On-site laun-
dry. NS/NP. Renting now! Call 946-2255.

2 BEDROOM PLUS LOFT, 2 bath house on 
Hills Circle for rent or purchase. W/D, wood 
stove, new carpet, paint, wood floors. No 
smokers; lease; pet considered. $700/ month 
plus electric. (970)453-4943.

TASTEFULLY DESIGNED AND FURNISHED 
1 person studio in quiet neighborhood. Private 
entry, full kitchen and bath, new furniture, 
washer/ dryer, yard. All utilities and Direct TV 
included. No smokers/ pets. 6 month lease 
preferred; $650/ month. 946-2201.

2 PLUS LOFT LODGE CONDO. Partially 
furnished, washer, dryer, fireplace, end unit. 
Great lake and mountain views. No smoking, 
pet considered. $745/ month. (970)485-
2515.

PAGOSA LAKE VIEWS. 3 bedroom in 4-plex. 
Dishwasher, washer/ dryer, utilities paid, free 
cable TV, recently remodeled. $699/ month. 
(303)881-1407.

VACATIONERS. We have fully furnished 
homes and condos for rent by the day, week 
or month. We also have long term places 
available. Pagosa Realty Rentals, located up-
stairs, Frontier Building, Piedra at 160.  (970) 
731-5515. www.pagosarentals.com. 

3 BEDROOM CABIN on Lake Pagosa, fully 
furnished. Groups of 6 or less. Weekly and 3 
night minimum rates. (707)864-8350, www.
vacationhomes.com/20810.

XMAS RENTAL- RIVER FRONT lodge 
between hot springs and ski area. 3/2 luxury, 
sleeps 6-8, $300/ night, 5 night minimum. 
264-4866. 

COTTAGE, 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, laundry, 
garage, sleeps 6. Lake Pagosa. Daily, weekly, 
monthly rates. (970)731-3694.

ON THE LAKE: New 1 or 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Weekly and daily rates. No pets, no smokers. 
Fishing dock, hot tub. For information, call 
(970)749-4769.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOME, fully furnished, 
Pagosa Lakes. Weekly and three-night mini-
mum rates. Sleeps 9. Email for information 
and pictures, denverrenter@gmail.com.

RESORT CONDOS AND HOMES. Daily from 
$85 plus weekly, monthly. Sunetha, 731-4344 
or sunetha.com.

‘06 Honda CRV EX, auto, sunroof, new tires, 
71k mi. $14,400 #09-10xu 946-4397

WWW.SALSMOTORCORRAL.COM. Visit us 
online to view current inventory and pricing. 

1979 CJ-5 JEEP. Runs good, some rust, mov-
ing must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2000 CHEVY 2500 PICKUP. 4-door, 4X4. 
$5,000 OBO. Good condition. 946-6803.

1998 DODGE RAM 1500. 4X4, extended 
cab, low miles, excellent condition! Garaged, 
tuned, new clutch. Near new studded tires! 
$8,499 OBO. 903-2492. 

2002 ARCTIC CAT SNOWMOBILE. 440RZ 
Snow Pro Sno. Runs great and fast. $1,500 
OBO. (970)946-8526.

(1) 800 RMK AND (1) 700 RMK, with trailer. 
Great shape, run perfect. Must sacrifice, 
$8,500 for both, (970)946-3356.

1998 POLARIS RMK 700. 144” track, moving 
must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2001 POLARIS RMK 800. Custom, 156” 
track, too many extras to list. Moving, must 
sell, $5,000 OBO. (970759-6630.

VACATION RENTALS

1986 SUBURBAN 4X4. Mechanically solid, 
cosmetically challenged. 2 sets of tires, a 
beast in the snow. $1,800. Call 264-6668.

AUTOS

FREE WOODEN PALLETS. When avail-
able, they will be placed behind The Pagosa 
Springs SUN office. NO PHONE CALLS, 
PLEASE!

Antique replica wood/coal burning cook-
stove & range Brand new. Sacrifice $2000 
obo (pd $4400); Antique sewing machine 
treadle. 264-2674

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine, $175; as-
pen, $150 per cord, delivered. Call Todd, 
(970)946-2102.

LOG HOMES AND CABINS. 24’x32’ for 
only $16,800. Log walls, posts, beams, roof, 
plans, video and more! Free catalog. www.
bighornmtn.com. (307)684-2445.

SHAKLEE for proper nutrition, use Shaklee 
products. For information call Marsha Preuit. 
264-5910.

PAPER BUNDLES FOR fire starter 25¢ each. 
Pick up at The Pagosa Springs SUN. 466 
Pagosa Street.

STEVENS FIELD HANGAR, 500-G, Condor 
Drive. $135,000. (928)680-6400.

15” SYDHILL WESTERN SADDLE. Brand 
new, $2,800. Will sell for $1,400. Suede seat, 
Herman oak leather. 264-6720. 

RESPORT HAS A GREAT SELECTION of 
gently used skis, snowboards, apparel and 
accessories for all your winter sporting needs! 
100 Country Center Drive, Suite E. Monday- 
Saturday, 10a.m.-6p.m. 731-6900.

ESKIMO GAS ICE AUGER with sled and all 
accessories, $200. Never used. Minnkota 
electric trolling motor, never used, $300. 
Ray, 731-1456

LOVE CHOCOLATE? EAT 3 pieces/ day of 
the most powerful, health promoting, decadent 
chocolate ever produced and take control of 
your life. The perfect gift for yourself and loved 
ones. Bridget, (970)946-1941.

2007 SUZUKI RMZ 450, $5,500 OBO. 264-
6965.

WE BUY ANTLERS: off elk or deer. Small 
pieces (greater than 4”), broken antlers, all 
grades. NO dirty, infected, oily, painted or 
chalky antler. Also selling ’09  alfalfa- grass 
horse- quality 1,000 pound round bales, 
$65 to $75/ bale. South Fork, call Rich at 
(719)657-0942.

ARE YOU “DOWNSIZING” YOUR living 
style? Call us first! We are actively searching 
for and purchasing fine antiques, collectibles, 
unusual items- just about anything not new. 
Many years experience! Call us before you 
garage sale- you’ll be glad you did. We pay 
more! Call Lisa at 946-0124.

PAWS, FEATHERS, FINS & FRIENDS PET 
SITTING SERVICE. Boarding, house/ pet 
sitting, in-home visits, bonded & insured. THE 
PAMPERED PET, LARGE AND SMALL, WE 
CARE FOR THEM ALL! (970)731-8900.Sell it

in the classifieds
Cars • Bikes • Houses • Land • Saddles • Hay • Goats 

Horses • Boats • Tools • Furniture • You name it! 

To place your classified ad, call
(970) 264-2100

Daniel L. Fiedler
Attorney at Law

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts 
Probate • Elder Law

970-507-8528 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

next to Restoration Church, behind City Market

Attorney

Accounting

Professional 
Directory

Storage & Office

Pagosa Springs 
Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place
behind Home Expo Center

Prices start 
at $2500

Sizes available: 5’x5’, 5’x10’,
10’x10’, 10’x15’, 10’x20’, and 10’x30’

For rental information call
Chris (970) 749-2867

JJ Accounting 
Services

264-5330 • 80 County Road 600 • FAX 264-4451

We can assist you with the following:
• Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
• Payroll and Payroll Taxes • W2s & 1099s
• Income Taxes:

Personal • LLC • Partnerships
Corporations • Electronic Filing

EXCAVATION WORK THAT MAKES THE GRADE

DRIVEWAYS • FOUNDATIONS • PONDS • BACKFILLING
FILL DIRT & GRAVEL HAULING • SEPTIC SYSTEMS • UTILITY WORK

Schedule 

your project 

today!

Lady Pirates defeat Panthers, Falcons
By Robert Moore
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Lady Pirates bagged two more wins 
over the last week as the team shot 
down both the 3A Montezuma-
Cortez Panthers and the 3A Centauri 
Falcons. 

The Pirates defeated the Panthers 
on Friday, Jan. 26, at home 62-37 and 
followed that with a 41-38 road win 
Saturday against the Falcons. 

The Pagosa victory ended Cen-
tauri’s current four-game win streak 
and also snapped the Falcons’ 17-
game home court win streak.

The two wins improved the Lady 
Pirates’ overall record to 13-3, ex-
tended their winning streak to 12 
games and the team remains in first 
place in the Intermountain league 
with a 6-0 record. 

Centauri is second in the league 
with a 4-2 record.

In the Montezuma-Cortez match-
up, Pagosa started slowly and the 
Panthers kept the game close 
through the first quarter, trailing the 
Pirates 10-8 at the end of the period.

In an email to The SUN, coach 
Sarah Osborn expresses some frus-
tration with how the team played 
early, saying, “We came out pretty 
slow and undisciplined on defense, 
and had 5 turnovers in the first quar-
ter against Cortez.”

In the second quarter, the Pirates 
played better and began to exert 
control of the game. 

“Karsyn came out hard and fo-
cused on defense and had some big 
shots and steals early in our offense 
that sparked the fire for the rest of the 
team against Cortez,” Osborn wrote.

The Lady Pirates led the game 
28-18 at halftime.

Pagosa continued to pull away in 
the second half and won the game by 
a final score of 62-37. 

“We are still trying to improve as 
a team to show up all four quarters 
with the same intensity,” continues 
Osborn. “I thought the team played 
a much better second half, and we 
worked on really running the floor 
in transition offense, passing ahead, 
and getting those extra buckets.” 

The Lady Pirates were led in scor-
ing by Elizabeth Currier with 19 
points, followed by Karsyn Shahan 
with 12 and Kylie Ketchum with 10. 
Daveyann Snarr scored nine, Annie 
O’Donnell six, Amber Snarr tal-
lied five points and Ximena Garcia 
scored one.

O’Donnell and Currier led the 
team in rebounding with eight 
each, followed by Daveyann Snarr 
and Adelyn Hittle with four each. 
Ketchum and Amber Snarr had three 
each. Lexi Campbell logged two and 
Shahan had one. The team totaled 
33 rebounds.

Pagosa dished out 12 assists and 
chalked up 17 steals, but also com-
mitted 17 turnovers. The team made 
three of seven free-throw attempts 
for 43 percent.

In their next game, the Lady Pi-
rates won a wire-to-wire battle 
against the Centauri Falcons. 

Osborn indicates in her email that 

she knew it was going to be a tough 
game, saying, “Centauri is very well 
coached and they are a good bas-
ketball team, we knew going in we 
would have to play our best for four 
quarters.”

Pagosa put together four solid 
quarters in a very close game. 

The Pirates led 10-9 at the end of 
the first quarter and 20-18 at half-
time. 

The two rivals battled evenly in 
the third period, scoring 11 points 
each, and the Lady Pirates took a 
slim lead into the fourth quarter, 
leading 31-29.

With the team maintaining its 
composure and aided by free-throw 
shooting, the Lady Pirates closed out 
the Falcons by a final score of 41-38, 
giving Pagosa a critical road victory. 

“I thought we played in control 
and with composure the entire 
time,” Osborn wrote. “I was very 
proud of our team for how they 

handled the very physical game, and 
never got frustrated with the calls 
they were or weren’t getting. They 
showed huge growth and maturity as 
a team, and it was a huge team win 
for us. Each player that hit the floor 
executed her role and contributed on 
offense and defense. We had some 
pretty even scoring from all of my 
5 starters, and that is really tough 
to defend. We were able to seal the 
game with free throws, shooting 12 
for 14.”

The balanced scoring effort was 
led by Shahan with 10 points. 
O’Donnell and Ketchum added eight 
points each. Currier, Daveyann Snarr 
and Amber Snarr scored seven, six 
and two points, respectively.

Daveyann Snarr grabbed five 
rebounds in the game, O’Donnell 
added four, and Ketchum and Cur-
rier snagged two each.

All five starters contributed to the 
team totals of 11 assists and nine 
steals. 

Centauri’s defense contributed to 
the Pirates’ 20 turnovers for the 
game. The team made 12 of 14 free 
throws for 86 percent.

With the two victories, the Lady 
Pirates’ improved their record to 13-3 
and Pagosa moved up to No. 2 in the 
4A Ratings Percentage Index (RPI) 
standings, which help determine 
postseason seedings. 

The Panthers’ record dropped to 
6-6, and they are currently ranked 
22nd in the 3A RPI standings. 

Centauri’s record dropped to 10-
4, and the Falcons are ranked No. 6 
in the 3A RPI standings.

In preparation for their next 
games, Osborn states, “we are pre-
paring for Ignacio and Alamosa at 
home this week. We have two home 
games back to back and it will be 
nice to not travel this weekend. We 
hope to come out and play well all 
four quarters against these teams 
this weekend. We are working hard 
in practice to continue to get bet-
ter each week as we are closing out 
the regular season and hope to be 
peaking at the correct time for the 
post-season.”

The Lady Pirates will be home for 
the game against the 3A Ignacio 
Bobcats on Friday, Feb. 2, at 5:30 p.m. 

The Bobcats are 5-8 on the season 
and ranked No. 15 in the 3A RPI 
standings.

Pagosa will then stay at home for 
a rematch with the 4A Alamosa Mean 
Moose at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
Feb. 3. 

Alamosa’s record is 10-6 for the 
season, and the Mean Moose are 
ranked No. 13 in the 4A RPI stand-
ings.

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Karsyn Shahan scores two against the Montezuma-Cortez Panthers. Her 
defense also helped spark the Lady Pirates to the victory, according to 
coach Sarah Osborn.

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Kylie Ketchum launches a 3-pointer at the buzzer to give the Lady Pirates a 28-18 lead over the Montezuma-
Cortez Panthers at halftime. Ketchum scored 10 in the Jan. 26 matchup.
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Ruts Driving  Ruts Driving  
You Nuts?You Nuts?
Save money on gas and maximize your tire life with a 
high-definition digital wheel alignment using the latest 
technology from HawkEye™ and Pagosa Springs’ most 
qualified technicians.

10% 
OFF

10% 
OFF

Vehicle Alignment
Bring in or mention this ad for this limited 
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not 
included. May not be combined with any 
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra 
Automotive for details. 

Offer ends 2/29/24

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited 
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not 
included. May not be combined with any 
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra 
Automotive for details. 

Offer ends 2/29/24

Full Service 
Oil & Filter Change

(970) 731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.

Open 8:00 - 5:30  Mon. - Fri.
24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

Piedra Automotive

A Cure for 
Winter Projects: 

Rent it from P.V.R.
Sewer Inspection Cameras

Sewer Snakes
Dehumidifier

Wood Chippers
Man Lifts

Dump Trailers
Skid Steers
Excavators

Log Splitters & more

305 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

See our full line of equipment on 
pinevalleyrental.com

Shop local for your 
equipment rental needs

662 Park Avenue  •  beehivehomesnm.com • 970-731-3340

Embrace a lifestyle where tranquility meets assistance. 
Our assisted living community is designed for your well-being.

Our compassionate staff will quickly become your extended family.
Serene surroundings for peace of mind and culinary delights served daily.

Explore the warmth of BeeHive Homes and schedule a tour now!
Call (970) 398-0666 and make your home with us, 

your journey to comfortable living begins here!

Your Haven of 
Comfort & Care.

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service 
you and your family through providing quality in our 
work, and being timely and efficient. 
Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing 
water. Water mixed with the normal environments 
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding 
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 
system installations and repairs as well as moisture 
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER 
RESTORATION  

FLOOD MITIGATION
CRAWLSPACE 
INSPECTIONS/

WORK
Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor 
Removal

MountainMenDM.com • mail@mountainmendm.com 

Pipes froze and flooded your home? 
Call us for 24/7 Emergency Response

Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.
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wrestLing

Pirates win dual, take fifth at Ignacio tournament
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Pirate wrestling team won a dual 
against the Montezuma-Cortez 
Panthers in Cortez on Jan. 26 and 
participated in the Butch Melton 
Invitational on Jan. 27 in Ignacio.

The Pirates won the dual against 
the Panthers 63-12.

Coach Dan Janowsky explained 
that the Pirates wrestled well and 
matched favorably with the Pan-
thers in terms of the teams’ lineups.

He also noted that he expected 
the dual to be closer than it was, 
but that Cortez had more gaps in 
its lineup than expected.

It included six forfeits by the 
Panthers in the 132-pound, 
1 3 8 - p o u n d ,  1 4 4 - p o u n d , 
165-pound,  215-pound and 
285-pound weight classes, scor-
ing Pagosa 36 points. There was 
a double forfeit in the 113-pound 
weight class.

Jimmy Elledge, wrestling in the 
175-pound weight class, was 
pinned, scoring six points for 
Cortez.

The coach commented that 
Elledge, a freshman, did a “good 
job” and fought “hard.”

In the 190-pound weight class, 
Harley Armijo defeated his oppo-
nent with an 8-2 decision, scoring 

three points.
Janowsky commented that 

Armijo’s victory was a significant 
moment in the dual, as he was 
matched against a strong wrestler 
from Cortez and secured a “nice 
win.”

In the 106-pound weight class, 
Anthony Manzanares pinned his 
opponent, scoring six points for 
Pagosa.

Stetson Osborn, competing in 
the 120-pound weight class, also 
achieved a pin, scoring six more 
points.

Tu c k e r  Ja c o b s e n ,  i n  t h e 
126-pound weight class, pinned 
his opponent, earning six points 
for the Pirates.

Janowsky explained that the 
three wins in the light weights 
helped the Pirates continue their 
momentum and made the team 
score “lopsided.”

In the 150-pound weight class, 
Wyatt Hoover was pinned, scoring 
six points for Cortez.

Seth Aucoin, competing in the 
157-pound weight class, achieved 
a pin, gaining six points for the 
Pirates.

The coach commented on Au-
coin’s “big” win, noting that the 
Cortez wrestler had the lead for 
most of the match, but that Aucoin 
was “dogged” in scoring points to 
close the gap with his opponent 

and eventually securing a pin.
The next day, the Pirates took 

fifth out of 18 teams at the Butch 
Melton Invitational, scoring 145.5 
points.

The event utilized a scramble 
format, involving initial rounds 
of wrestling in pools before wres-
tlers entered the championship or 
consolation brackets with seeding 
determined by performance in the 
pool rounds.

Janowsky highlighted the num-
ber of Pagosa wrestlers who had 
four or more wins at the tourna-
ment as a sign of the team’s prog-
ress, stating, “We’re one above, in 
a lot of cases, where we were two 
weeks ago.”

However, he noted that the team 
needs to continue working to win 
the matches they are currently 
losing as those victories may be 
critical for qualifying for or winning 
state championships.

He added that talented Pirate 
wrestler Luke Tressler did not 
wrestle at the tournament due to 
concerns about the number of 
matches involved potentially ex-
acerbating an injury.

Manzanares placed second, 
scoring 21.5 points for the Pirates. 
He pinned his opponents in the 
first, second and third pool rounds 
before winning his first champion-
ship bracket match by decision. He 

then was defeated by decision in 
the first-place match.

Deegen Hoffschneider com-
peted as a nonscoring wrestler in 
the 106-pound weight class, taking 
10th place.

Janowsky commented that 
Manzanares and his experience 
as a junior has helped improve 
the team’s performance in the 
106-pound weight class, although 
he noted Hoffschneider’s effort and 
contributions in the weight, as well.

Osborn placed eighth and 
scored five points for the Pirates. 
He won the first pool round by a 
major decision and the second 
with a pin before being pinned in 
the third. He then lost his first con-
solation bracket match by a major 
decision and the seventh-place 
match by decision.

Jacobsen placed sixth and 
scored six points for Pagosa. He 
was pinned in the first pool round 
before pinning his opponents in 
the second and third rounds. He 
then was pinned in the fourth and 
sixth to finish sixth.

Hudson Mazur, competing in 
the 132-pound weight class, placed 
fifth and scored 11 points for 
Pagosa. He won the first and third 
pool rounds with pins and was 
pinned in the second. He pinned 
his opponents in the first consola-

Lady Pirates take seventh at Ignacio tournament
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Pirate girls’ wrestling division com-
peted at the 4 Corners Women’s 
Championship Tournament in 
Ignacio on Jan. 27, where all mem-
bers of the division placed.

Coach Dan Janowsky com-
mented that the tournament went 
“quite well,” adding that this was 
the first time that all members of 
the girls’ division won matches and 
placed at the tournament.

“And that is exciting,” he added.
The 4 Corners Women’s Cham-

pionship utilized a scramble for-
mat, involving initial rounds of 
wrestling in pools before wrestlers 
enter brackets for final placement, 
with seeding determined by perfor-
mance in the pool rounds.

The Lady Pirates finished in a 
two-way tie for seventh place out 
of 14 teams, scoring 59 points.

In the 105-pound weight class, 
Madisen Stretton placed second, 
scoring 22 points for Pagosa. She 
won the first, second, third and 
fourth rounds with pins before be-
ing pinned in the fifth round.

In the 115-pound weight class, 
Dalton Hoover placed seventh, 
scoring five points for the Pirates. 
She was pinned in the first and 

second pool rounds before pinning 
her opponent in the third. She then 
lost her first consolation bracket 
match by decision before winning 
the seventh place match with a pin.

In the 130-pound weight class, 
Kylie Matyniak took fifth place, 
scoring six points for Pagosa. She 
was pinned in the first two pool 
rounds before pinning her oppo-
nent in the third. She received a 
bye in the first consolation bracket 
match before pinning her oppo-
nent in the fifth-place match.

In the 145-pound weight class, 
Aspen Salazar placed fifth and 
scored three points for the Pirates. 
She won the first round with a pin 
before being pinned in the second 
and third rounds. She lost the fourth 
round with a forfeit and the fifth 
with a medical forfeit to take fifth.

Janowsky commented that Sala-
zar has a knee injury that caused 
the forfeits.

In the 190-pound weight class, 
Laykyn Baxstrom placed second, 
scoring 23 points for Pagosa.

She pinned her opponents in 
the first, second and third pool 
rounds before winning the first 
championship bracket round with 
a forfeit. She was pinned in the 
first-place match to take second 
place.

Janowsky noted that Stretton 

and Baxstrom have frequently fin-
ished second, but have not taken 
first place at a tournament so far.

He commented that he believes 
many of their defeats are coming 
from the same pool of wrestlers 
who participate in many of the 
tournaments the division attends.

The coach added that both be-
ing freshmen also creates a disad-
vantage in terms of physical ma-
turity compared to older wrestlers.

“I love the fact that they can beat 
almost everybody at their stage of 
the game, but we of course will try to 
find those little things that can help 
them get that last match,” he said.

The girls’ wrestling division will 
participate in regionals in Grand 
Junction on Feb. 9 and 10 at Central 
High School, with wrestling begin-
ning at 9 a.m. both days.

josh@pagosasun.com

n See Wrestling A12 Local reporting that matters.

Photo courtesy Pagosa Springs High School
Conner Kelly works to break away from his opponent during a match at 
Butch Melton Invitational in Ignacio on Jan. 27. Kelly placed third in the 
215-pound weight class at the tournament.

Photo courtesy Pagosa Springs High School
Hudson Mazur works to drop his opponent at the Butch Melton Invitational 
in Ignacio on Jan. 27. Mazur took fifth place in the 132-pound weight 
class, contributing 11 points to the Pirates’ fifth-place tournament finish.



A12 — The Pagosa Springs SUN — Thursday, February 1, 2024

Good luck, Pirates!
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BasketBaLL

tion bracket match and the fifth-
place match to take fifth.

In the 144-pound weight class, 
Colton Lucero finished third and 
scored 15.5 points for Pagosa. He 
received a bye in the first pool 
round before pinning his oppo-
nents in the second and third. He 
was pinned in his first champion-
ship bracket match before win-
ning the third-place match with a 
technical fall.

The coach commented that 
Lucero’s defeat in the first champi-
onship bracket match involved him 
falling into an odd position that 
resulted in his opponent managing 
a pin on him.

“Colton has such a record of 
success that ... it brings with it a 
lot of expectation, a lot of pres-
sure, and everybody watches and 
everybody sees,” he said. “He’s a 
sophomore and he’s still learning. 
You can forget that because he’s 
so good in so many ways, you can 
forget that he’s still developing. ... 
This is what one of our coaches 
told me. He says, ‘You have the right 
to lose just like everybody else.’ ... 
That expectation sometimes puts 
pressure on a kid and he might 
feel it differently than some others, 
but he’s solid as can be. ... He’s so 
good so much of the time that it’s 
... surprising when maybe he does 
make a mistake. And, we’re working 
on him in the practice room to feel 
those problem areas. ... But that 
was a weird deal, too. It was a weird 
hold he got caught in.”

Hoover scored three points for 
the Pirates, being defeated by de-
cision in the first and second pool 
rounds before pinning his oppo-
nent in the third.

Janowsky explained that Hoover 
is improving and was defeated in 
close matches by opponents who 
would have defeated him much 
more decisively earlier in the sea-
son.

Gavin Lugenbeel wrestled as a 
n o n s c o r i n g  w re s t l e r  i n  t h e 
150-pound weight class, losing 
three matches.

Aucoin placed third and scored 
16.5 points for Pagosa. He won the 
first and second pool rounds with 
pins and the third by major deci-
sion. He was defeated by decision 
in the fifth round before winning 
the third-place match by decision.

Janowsky commented that Au-
coin is an “emerging” strength for 
the team, rapidly improving his 
skills after three years away from 
wrestling, when he played bas-
ketball, and is challenging skilled 
opponents.

Derek Carter, competing in the 
165-pound weight class, took 
fourth place, scoring 11 points. He 
won the first and third pool rounds 
with pins and received a bye in 
the second. He was pinned in the 
fifth round and in the third-place 
match.

The coach commented that 
Carter has shown improvement in 

recent weeks.
Armijo took second, scoring 23 

points for Pagosa. He won the first, 
second, third and fourth rounds 
with pins before losing the sixth 
round by decision.

Janowsky explained that Armijo 
faced the same opponent in the 
sixth round as he faced during 
the dual against Cortez the night 
before.

He stated that the Cortez wres-
tler was more focused and prepared 
for the rematch at the tournament 
and that Armijo made a “rare” mis-
take in giving up back points in the 
early stages of the match, placing 
him behind.

He added that Armijo made up 
the deficit over the match, but was 
still one point behind by the time 
the match ended.

Conner Kelly, wrestling in the 
215-pound weight class, finished 
third, scoring 19 points for Pagosa. 
He won the first, second and third 
rounds with pins before losing the 
fifth round by major decision. He 
then won the third-place match 
with a pin.

Chris Rafferty competed as a 
n o n s c o r i n g  w re s t l e r  i n  t h e 
215-pound weight class, taking 
seventh place.

In the 285-pound weight class, 
Antonio Quesada placed fourth 
and scored 14 points for Pagosa. He 
received a bye in the first round and 

won the second round with a pin 
before being pinned in the third. He 
then defeated his opponents with 
pins in the fourth and fifth rounds.

The coach commented that 
Quesada has been improving and 
“finding ways to win,” and has 
developed a strong record over the 
last few weeks of the season.

The Pirates’ next event will be 
the Intermountain League (IML) 
championship dual against Cen-
tauri in La Jara on Feb. 1 at 6 p.m.

This dual will determine the 
2024 champion of the IML.

Janowsky stated that this dual 
will be challenging, as Centauri is 
a strong team and matches well 
against Pagosa, with many of the 
team’s strongest wrestlers in the 
same weights as the Pirates’ stron-
gest grapplers.

He noted that this puts intense 
pressure on many of Pagosa’s oth-
erwise-dominant wrestlers to win 
matches against opponents who 
are slightly superior to them and on 
many of the team’s less experienced 
wrestlers to win matches against 
strong competition from Centauri.

Centauri has previously de-
feated the Pirates on two occasions, 
47-36 at the Demon Duals event 
in Buena Vista on Dec. 2, 2023, 
and during the Randy and Naomi 
Keys Tri in La Jara on Jan. 20, where 
Centauri won 61-18.

josh@pagosasun.com

Wrestling
n Continued from A11

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Creede Dozier is fouled going in for two against the Montezuma-Cortez 
Panthers. The Pirates won the Jan. 26 game 64-28.

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Seth Ziegler chips in two points in the home win against the Montezuma-
Cortez Panthers on Jan. 26. The team is now 15-1 on the season.

Pirates capture two more 
wins to extend streak to 14
By Robert Moore
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Pirate basketball team captured 
two more victories in league play as 
the team dominated the 3A Mont-
ezuma-Cortez Panthers and won a 
close game against the 3A Centauri 
Falcons.

The Pirates won Friday, Jan. 26, at 
home against the Panthers by a score 
of 62-37, and followed that with a 33-
29 road win Saturday, Jan. 27, against 
the Falcons. 

The wins improved the Pirates’ 
overall record to 15-1, extended their 
winning streak to 14 games, and the 
team remains in first place in the 
Intermountain League (IML) with a 
6-0 league record. 

The Falcons are in second in the 
IML with a 4-2 record.

Pagosa dominated the Montezu-
ma-Cortez game from start to finish. 
The Pirates led the Panthers 16-9 at 
the end of the first quarter and ex-
panded the lead to 35-17 at halftime.

According to coach Wes Lewis, 
the Pirates scouted the Panthers 
ahead of the game and devised a 
solid game plan, revealing, “We kind 
of had some scouting done on them 
and felt like we did a pretty good job 
with the way we wanted to defend it 
and the way the kids took the game 
plan defensively.”

Continuing their dominance in 
the second half, the team held 
Montezuma-Cortez to six points in 

the third quarter to expand their 
lead to 53-23. 

With the reserves seeing signifi-
cant playing time in the final period, 
the Pirates won by a final score of 
62-37.

“I thought [the Pirates] executed 
really well on the other side of the 
ball. I thought we did a really good 
job in transition. I thought we ran 
the floor extremely well,” Lewis 
said. “The kids shared the ball. We 
advanced the ball on the fast break, 
which all starts with playing defense 
and rebounding first. And I just 
thought they were really good on that 
side of it. And, the half-court offense 
wasn’t bad. We didn’t get into it as 
many times as you do in most games 
because the transition opportunities 
were there early.”

On Saturday, the Pirates traveled 
to La Jara for an early-afternoon 
rematch with the Falcons.

The game was dominated by 
defense by both teams, with the 
Pirates leading 10-9 at the end of the 
first quarter. 

The strong defensive play contin-
ued in the second period as both 
teams held each other scoreless until 
almost halfway through the quarter. 

Ridge Wilson had a strong close 
to the first half as he hit two free 
throws and a 3-pointer at the buzzer 
to give Pagosa an 18-13 lead at half-
time, which matched their largest 
lead of the game.

Lewis commented on the low-

n See Pirates A14
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BEFORE THE COLORADO ENERGY AND CARBON 
MANAGEMENT COMMISSION
NOTICE AND APPLICATION FOR HEARING
DOCKET NO. 240100010
TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES AND TO WHOM IT 
MAY CONCERN:
Pursuant to Rule 523.d, the Colorado Energy and 
Carbon Management Commission Staff has applied to 
the Commission for an Order Finding Violation against 
MARALEX RESOURCES INC (Operator No. 53255), to 
adjudicate allegations in the Notice of Alleged Violation 
No. 403258575.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to: 1) the gen-
eral jurisdiction of the Energy and Carbon Management 
Commission of the State of Colorado under § 34-60-
105, C.R.S.; 2) specific powers granted pursuant to 
§ 34-60-106, C.R.S.; 3) the Colorado Administrative 
Procedures Act at § 24-4-105, C.R.S.; and 4) the Com-
mission’s Series 500 Rules at 2 C.C.R. 404-1, that the 
Commission has scheduled this matter for hearing be-
fore a ECMC Hearing Officer at the following date, time, 
and location (subject to change):
Date: April 10, 2024
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Place: Colorado Energy and Carbon Management 
Commission
1120 Lincoln Street, Suite 801
Denver, CO 80203
The Notice and documents related to this matter can 
be found on our “Hearing eFiling System Document 
Search” page here https://oitco.hylandcloud.com/DN-
RCOGPublicAccess/index.html. Select “Search for 
Docket Related Documents” from the pull-down menu, 
use the above “Docket Number”, and select “Search”.
Published February 1, 2024 in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (227513)

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 

2023-010
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with re-
gard to the following described Deed of Trust:
On November 8, 2023, the undersigned Public Trustee 
caused the Notice of Election and Demand relating to 
the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the 
County of Archuleta records.
Original Grantor(s) June J Balizan and James A Pa-
checo
Original Beneficiary(ies) Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc. as beneficiary, as nominee for The 
Central Trust Bank
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt PennyMac Loan 
Services, LLC
Date of Deed of Trust September 06, 2019
County of Recording Archuleta
Recording Date of Deed of Trust September 09, 2019
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/
Page No.) 21905117 Book: N/A Page: 
Original Principal Amount $250,381.00
Outstanding Principal Balance $236,059.23
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby noti-
fied that the covenants of the deed of trust have been 
violated as follows:  Failure to pay principal and interest 
when due together with all other payments provided for 
in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of trust and 
other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST 
LIEN.
Lot 2 of Block 2 in ASPEN SPRINGS SUBDIVISION 
NO. 4, according to the plat thereof filed for record 
August 20, 1971 as Reception No. 74785.

Also known by street and number as: 511 Blue Jay 
Cir, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF 
THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY 
THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.

NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by 
the Deed of Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of 
Election and Demand for sale as provided by law and 
in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at 
public auction, at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, 03/07/2024, 
at the Archuleta County Treasurer’s Office at 449 San 
Juan St. Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, sell to the high-
est and best bidder for cash, the said real property and 
all interest of the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and 
assigns therein, for the purpose of paying the indebt-
edness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured by 
the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses 
of sale and other items allowed by law, and will issue 
to the purchaser a Certificate of Purchase, all as pro-
vided by law. 
First Publication 1/11/2024
Last Publication 2/8/2024
Name of Publication Pagosa Springs Sun
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER 
DATE, THE DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF IN-
TENT TO CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO 
CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 11/08/2023
Elsa P. White, Public Trustee in and for the County of 
Archuleta, State of Colorado
By: Elsa P. White, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and 
bar registration number of the attorney(s) representing 
the legal holder of the indebtedness is:

Aricyn J. Dall #51467
Randall S. Miller & Associates PC 216 16th St, Ste 
1210, Denver, CO 80202 (720) 259-9053
Attorney File # 23CO00165-1
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is 
attempting to collect a debt. Any information provided 
may be used for that purpose.
Published January 11, 19, 25 & February 1 & 8, 2024 in 
The Pagosa Springs SUN. (221568)

FOR BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HEAR-
ING ON August 1, 2023 ARX WIRELESS, has ap-
plied for a Board Conditional Use Permit for the CRMS  
TOWER, on the PARCEL in MARTINEZ MOUNTAIN 
ESTATES at 246 Horseshoe  Circle, Pagosa Springs, 
CO (PLN23-194). The property is zoned PLANNED 
UNIT  DEVELOPMENT. The proposal is to construct a 
new call tower for the area.  
Comments regarding this proposal may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development  Services-Planning De-
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147-
1507,  telephone: (970) 264-1390 or to Planning@
archuletacounty.org prior to the public  hearing by the 
Archuleta Board of County Commissioners on February 
6, 2024, at 1:30  p.m. in the County Administration Of-
fice Meeting Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa  Springs. 
Public comment will be taken at the meeting. 
Published January 25 & February 1, 2024  in The 
Pagosa Springs SUN. (224900)

FOR PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING ON Febru-
ary 22, 2024 CHRIS MOTT, has applied for an APPEAL 
HEARING regarding DENIAL of A  VACATION RENTAL 
PERMIT due to uncorrected Building Code Violations 
on the  property at Lot 52 of the SAN JUAN RIVER 

RESORT SUBDIVISION #2, known as 31  Harebell 
Dr, Pagosa Springs, CO (VR036590). The property is 
zoned RESIDENTIAL (R). 
Comments regarding this appeal may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development  Services-Planning De-
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147-
1507,  telephone: (970) 264-1390 or to PFlowers@
archuletacounty.org prior to the public  hearing by the 
Archuleta County Planning Commission on February 
22, 2024, at 6:00  p.m. in the County Administration Of-
fice Meeting Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa  Springs 
and via Zoom Link. Public comment will be taken at the 
meeting.
Published February 1 & 15, 2024  in The Pagosa 
Springs SUN. (227610)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Estate of Bryan Mason Hartman. Case Number 2024 
PR 30002
All persons having claims against the above-named 
estate are required to present them to the personal rep-
resentative or to 
District Court of Archuleta, County, Colorado on or be-
fore June 3, 2024 (date)*, or the claims may be forever 
barred.  
Daniel L. Fiedler, Attorney at Law 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
Published February 1, 8 & 15, 2024 in The Pagosa 
Springs SUN. (227574)

The Town of Pagosa Springs has received two appli-
cations for the 22-acre property at the intersection of 
Highway 160 and Alpha Drive. The first application is 
to subdivide the 22-acre parcel into 7 parcels, plus a 

future development tract; the second application is to 
develop a resultant 3.5-acre parcel for two 2-story build-
ings of a total of 50 apartment units which also includes 
the extension of Aspen Village Drive for the length of 
the property. This development is the only proposed 
development at this time for this 22-acre parcel. The 
apartments will be a mix of 1, 2, and 3 bedroom units 
available for local residents and workers, not available 
for short-term rentals. 
The Design Review Board and Planning Commission 
will conduct a public hearing on Tuesday February 13, 
2024, at 5:30 pm to consider both applications. 
Public Hearings and Meetings will be conducted at 551 
Hot Springs Blvd and available for remote attendance 
via the Zoom meeting platform. To access the meeting 
agendas and staff reports, click the round Minutes and 
Agendas tab located along the bottom of the photo 
on the Town’s website home page at pagosasprings.
co.gov.  You may also view the application at mypa-
gosa.org/proposed-development-projects.  
We encourage interested parties to contact the Plan-
ning Division prior to the public hearing dates, with 
any questions at either 970-585-8610 or cschultz@
pagosasprings.co.gov. Written comments received 7 
days prior to the meeting or public hearing will be for-
warded to the Design Review Board for their consider-
ation. Public comments will be accepted at the public 
hearing(s)/meeting(s). 
Published February 1, 2024 in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (227631)

Public Notices

Outdoors
Getting to know snow on Jackson Mountain: 

Research efforts aim to better understand area snowfall
By Alex Handloff
Mountain Studies Institute

On a beautiful sunny winter day, 
five people trudge up Jackson 
Mountain to an undisclosed loca-
tion. Sure, it’s for fun — how could 
it not be enjoyable — but they’re 
also on a scientific mission: to bet-
ter understand snowfall in forested 
areas as part of a regional network.

“We enjoy snowshoeing and 
learning about the science of 
snowtography. It’s been a fun and 
informative experience,” said Bob 
Milford, resident of Pagosa Springs, 
president of the Pagosa Area Trails 
Council and member of the San 
Juan Headwaters Forest Health 
Partnership (SJHFHP).

Milford, along with other volun-
teers from the San Juan Outdoor 
Club — Steve Earle, Mike Cianciolo, 
Bill Milner, Joe Tedder, Jeff Reichel 
and Rob Barlow — will take the trek 
up to the site twice a month over 
the winter months. 

That day, they were there as part 
of a training on how to capture and 
record monitoring data. It takes 
approximately one hour to reach 
the site, tucked away behind Pon-
derosa pine and blue spruce where 
there’s a line of sticks submerged in 
the ground, covered by the year’s 
sparse early season snowfall. What 
may seem rudimentary at first 
glance is in fact a robust monitor-
ing system, putting the proverbial 
microscope to the snow in forested 
areas.

“Snowtography is an approach-
able method to quantify how forest 
structure and forest management 
impacts snow accumulation, reten-
tion and subsequent water yields,” 
explained Dr. Jake Kurzweil, the 
hydrologist and associate director 
of the water program at Mountain 
Studies Institute (MSI). “We utilize 
snow stakes and game cameras to 
get snow depth daily, we then build 
regressions with the bi-monthly 
snow water equivalent data col-
lected to get daily snow water 
equivalent. We also have soil mois-
ture sensors at multiple depths to 
understand water availability for 
vegetation or aquifer recharge.”

Kurzweil and Lenka Doskocil, 
water program research associate 
at MSI, are leading the training for 
the local Pagosa crew on how to 
gather data, preserve the integrity 
of the site and stay safe. 

There are other sites in the San 
Juan Mountain — five in total — 
that are being managed by MSI, 
each with a team of dedicated data 
gatherers.

The Jackson Mountain site was 
spearheaded by the SJHFHP with 
the help of numerous collab-
orative partners. The location is of 
particular interest for the SJHFHP 
and the Pagosa Springs community 
given that it’s a hotbed of sorts for 
research, community interests like 
recreation, forest restoration proj-
ects and elk migration.

In October, Doskocil led a group 
to Jackson Mountain to install the 
snowtography site that has just 
begun capturing vital information 
that can eventually help natural 
resource managers plan for future 
conditions.

“These sites are designed to be 
low tech, but you don’t realize how 
much work it takes to get them 

installed,” said Doskocil. “There’s 
always a bit of a question if what 
makes sense in the summer dur-
ing installation will still work when 
there’s snow on the ground and 
you’re sending people up and down 
trees in a ladder. It’s really reward-
ing to see things running relatively 
smoothly after a big lift from both 
MSI staff and some awesome vol-
unteers.”

Snow in our forested mountain 
systems is the primary source of 
water for municipal, agricultural, 
recreational and industrial water 
demands, representing 75 to 90 
percent of our water supply. 

However, we currently have very 
little information on how snow ac-
cumulates and melts in different 
forest types, such as dense areas, 
meadows, north- and south-facing 
edges, different tree species, and 
inside forest restoration project 
boundaries.

High alpine snow monitoring 
exists, called SNOTEL, but doesn’t 
capture what’s happening at lower 
altitudes and in those different 
forest types.

“The goal of our network is to fill 
in the data gaps of the SNOTEL 
network by quantifying snow wa-
ter equivalent across a multitude 
of forest types, forest structures, 
management types, aspects, and 
elevations,” added Kurzweil. “Hav-
ing this type of data also allows us 
to work with forest managers to 
ensure our forest treatments are 
multi-beneficial, creating climate 
resilient forests and water sup-
plies.”

The project will help establish a 
baseline dataset that better under-
stands the reality of snow in the 
forest. After that, the data can be 
used to forecast, plan and adapt to 
changing forest and water condi-
tions notably caused by climate 
change. 

Eventually, the data can help 
move beyond forecasting and 
planning into actions, like forest 
restoration, wildfire mitigation and 
meadow enhancement in a way 
that can have significant benefits 
to snow retention.

“We just want to help make the 
Pagosa area where we live and 
play a better place now and in the 
future,” said Milford.

Snowtography presents an op-
portunity for community members 
like Milford and the others from 
the San Juan Outdoor Club to get 
involved, learn and care about our 
natural environment while con-

tributing to scientific research and 
management actions across the 
San Juan Mountains.

Milford and the other workers 
are vital to the success of the proj-
ect, which speaks to the collab-
orative effort this type of endeavor 
requires to be successful. 

The snowtography network 
across the San Juans is made pos-
sible by funding and support from: 
The Nature Conservancy, Colorado 
Water Conservation Board, South-
west Basin Roundtable, Southwest-
ern Water Conservation District, 
SJHFHP, Dolores Watershed Resil-
ient Forest Collaborative and the 
town of Silverton.

If you are interested in learning 
more about snowtography, forest 
restoration and wildfire mitiga-
tion, and SJHFHP, reach out to Alex 
Handloff, the SJHFHP coordinator, 
at alex@mountainstudies.org or go 
to www.sanjuanheadwaters.org.

“Snowtography is an 
approachable method 

to quantify how 
forest structure and 
forest management 

impacts snow 
accumulation, 
retention and 

subsequent water 
yields.”

Dr. Jake Kurzweil
Mountain Studies Institute

Photos courtesy Mountain Studies 
Institute

Top: Volunteers snowshoe to the 
research site on Jackson Mountain 
for training on the effort to under-
stand snowfall in area forests. 
Middle and bottom: A trail camera 
captures the installation in the fall 
of 2023 and the day volunteers and 
staff snowshoed to the site.
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POWERHOUSEPOWERHOUSE
GRAND OPENING SOON

PAGOSA PEAK OPEN SCHOOL 
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL
Innovative Education Through Project-Based 
Learning and Restorative Practices

LOTTERY ENROLLMENT IS OPEN NOW FOR THE 
2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR.
pagosapeakopenschool.org/enrollment
LOTTERY DEADLINE FEBRUARY 29,  2024.

February 27, 2024
5:00 PM

Learn about our model from teachers, 
parents, and students while eating waffl es 

catered by Black Bart's Brunch. 

The journey matters—
let Hart Custom Builders 

guide the way

• Fine Custom Homes
• Commercial  and 

Municipal Buildings
• Infrastructure

250 Pagosa Street • (970) 264-0110 • hartbuilders.com

Follow Hart on Facebook
@HartCustomBuilders

Serving:
Pagosa Springs, Bayfield, 
Durango, South Fork, 
and surrounding areas

County approves construction invoices, work order
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At its Jan. 16 meeting, the 
Archuleta County Board of County 
Commissioners (BoCC) approved 
a range of invoices and work or-
ders related to county construction 
projects.

The first approval was for the ap-
proval of a work order with La Plata 
Electric Association (LPEA) to install 
electricity to the new county transit 
facility.

“I think it’s been a long time com-
ing,” Commissioner Ronnie Maez 
commented after Transportation 
Coordinator Kevin Bruce presented 
the work order.

The board then unanimously ap-
proved the work order application.

The board next approved an in-
voice with Davis Engineering for 
preliminary design and engineering 
for paving on County Road (CR) 500 
and Bristlecone Drive.

Public Works Director Mike Torres 
explained that the project will cover 
from the end of the current pave-
ment on CR 500 to Cascade Avenue 
and the section from CR 500 to the 
end of the current pavement on 
Bristlecone Drive.

Torres stated the project is “some-
thing that we’re just planning on 
doing in the future.” 

He added that the county had the 
designs and blueprints for the proj-
ect completed to allow it to move 
forward when the county is ready.

“Not looking at doing it this year,” 
he said, adding it may be “something 

that we would be planning on next 
year.”

Torres indicated that the invoice 
for the project is $77,500 and that the 
design work would be planned to be 
completed this year, although the 
project and final design would not 
commence until a later date.

He also indicated, in response to 
a question from Maez, that the price 
would be fixed even for the elements 
of the project done later.

The invoice was then unani-
mously approved.

The BoCC also approved two ad-
ditional invoices at the meeting, 
including a $70,086.03 payment for 
a final payment to Elam Construc-
tion for work done on Piedra Road 
reconstruction project that was 
completed in 2023 and a $56,169.01 

Favorite subject: Math
Comments from coach Sarah 
Osborn: “Annie O’Donnell has 
been an integral member of the 
girls varsity basketball team for 
all four years of her high school 
career. Our team would not be 
where it is today without her lead-
ership, perseverance, and work 
ethic, both on and off the court. 
On the court, she leads us in re-
bounding, averaging 6.6 per game 
and recording the only double-
double for us this season. She is 
our go-to “large,” despite being 
only 5’7”. She plays much bigger 
than she is. This reflects Annie’s 
temperament and personality, 
both on and off the court. She is 
ready for any task and overcomes 
it with her optimistic attitude, 
enthusiasm, and can-do mind-
set. She sets an example for her 
younger teammates by showing 
up every day and giving 100%. 

Her teammates admire her for her 
strong post moves and abilities to 
instruct them from the floor or the 
sidelines.
Annie is not only an amazing 
basketball player, but she has also 
competed on the varsity track 
and field team for four years and 
the varsity volleyball team for 
two years. Annie’s accomplish-
ments do not end there. She is 
the student body president and 
a member of the student council. 
She is also a member of four ad-
ditional clubs: FBLA, HOSA, SALT, 
and NHS. Annie excels in all of her 
subjects while still making time to 
assist her friends by attending as 
many pirate sporting activities as 
possible. It has been a privilege 
for me to have the opportunity to 
train such an outstanding person 
and athlete over the last four 
years.”

Triple Impact 
Student-Athlete 

of the Week 
Annie O’Donnell

Volleyball, basketball,  
track and field

invoice to Short Elliott Hendricksen 
(SEH) for engineering work on the 
repair of county landfill Cell 4A and 
the design of Cell 4B, among others 
tasks at the location.

Maez commented to Torres prior 
to the vote on the SEH invoice, 
“Mike, I want to thank you. You’ve 
done an excellent job on this, picking 
it up where it was left off at, and you 
got in there, you got after it and you 
got it done. I really appreciate your 
efforts, I really do.”

“Agreed,” said Commissioner 
Warren Brown.

“And I know for a fact that you 
were actually down there digging,” 
Commissioner Veronica Medina 
added before thanking Torres for 
his work.

scoring game, stating, “Both teams, 
I thought, were really, really good 
defensively. We didn’t shoot the ball 
particularly well from the field. I 
thought we got some open looks, 
and we had kids that usually make 
shots that didn’t shoot particularly 
well, but some of that’s a credit to 
them. Some of that’s a credit to their 
environment and some of it is just, 
we had a little bit of an off shooting 
night.”

In a back-and-forth third quarter, 
the Falcons took a one-point lead, 
25-24, into the final period.

Lewis indicated that there were a 
number of new plays he called in the 
second half that helped the Pirates to 
seal the win, including a “back-door 
set ... and some inbound plays,” and 
commented further, “I thought it was 
such a hard game for either team 
to get an open look or an easy look 
that I thought that those ... out-of-
bounds plays that they didn’t know 
were coming ... might’ve been the 
difference in the game.”

The Pirates hit two of four free 
throws in the last minute to lock in 
the 33-29 win. 

“I would’ve liked to have been 
better than that, ... but it was enough 
to get the job done,” Lewis said.

Additional game and player sta-
tistics were not available by press 
time for either of the two games.

With the two wins, the Pirates 
improved their record to 15-1 and re-
main the No. 4 team in the 4A Ratings 
Percentage Index (RPI) standings, 
which help determine postseason 
seedings. 

Montezuma-Cortez’s record 
dropped to 5-8, and the Panthers 
are currently ranked No. 32 in the 3A 

RPI standings. 
Centauri’s record moved to 9-5, 

and the Falcons are ranked No. 13 
in the 3A RPI standings.

The Pirates will be home for a 
matchup with the 3A Ignacio Bob-
cats on Friday, Feb. 2, at 7 p.m. 

The Bobcats are 6-7 on the season 
and ranked No. 24 in the 3A RPI 

standings.
The Pirates will be at home again 

the next day for a rematch with the 
4A Alamosa Mean Moose at 4 p.m. 

Alamosa’s record is 10-6 for the 
season, and the Mean Moose are 
ranked No. 23 in the 4A RPI stand-
ings.

robert@pagosasun.com

Snowmobile 
accident results 
in death
By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

A Sunday snowmobile accident 
claimed the life of a 50-year-old 
man from Texas.

According to a statement from 
the Mineral County Sheriff’s Office 
(MCSO), at 3:04 p.m. on Sunday, 
Jan. 28, the Alamosa Regional Com-
munication Center notified the 
MCSO of a snowmobile accident 
involving a 50-year-old male from 
Texas.

The accident, the statement 
explains, occurred about 2.5 miles 
up Quartz Creek.

“While the patient’s friends and 
family were transporting him from 
the accident, out of the backcoun-
try, he succumbed to injuries 
sustained during the accident,” it 
states.

It adds that immediate respond-
ers included Archuleta County 
Sheriff’s Office personnel, Flight 
for Life, the Mineral County sheriff 
and a Mineral County search and 
rescue member. 

“The patient’s name is being 
withheld pending family notifica-
tions,” it states.

randi@pagosasun.com

Pirates
n Continued from A12

Public comments sought on Spring Creek pipeline project
By Kristen Allen
San Juan National Forest

The USDA Forest Service is seek-
ing a second round of public com-
ments on a pre-decisional environ-
mental assessment for the Spring 
Creek Pipeline and Associated 
Fruitland Coal Gas Drilling Project 
on the Columbine Ranger District 
of the San Juan National Forest 
through Feb. 23.

Forest leadership would like to 
honor requests from previous com-
menters to allow more time for 
review and public input and make 

all requested project information 
available for the full duration of the 
30-day comment period.

The proposed activity is for the 
Forest Service to respond to Cata-
mount Energy Partners LLC’s ap-
plication to further develop its 
valid and existing federal natural 
gas leases in the Spring Creek area 
south and east of Bayfield, in La 
Plata and Archuleta counties. 

Written comments can be sub-
mitted through the website or sent 
to: Columbine District Ranger P.O. 
Box 439, 367 Pearl Street, Bayfield, 
CO 81122.

Only individuals or entities who 
submit timely, specific written 
comments during identified public 
comment periods will be eligible to 
object to the proposed decision. 

This comment period is the last 
opportunity to establish eligibility 
to object to this project. Comments 
received, including names and ad-
dresses of commenters, will be part 
of the public record.

For more information, or for a 
hard copy of the environmental 
assessment, please contact the 
Columbine Ranger District office 
at (970) 884-2512.
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Pagosa Springs News. Global Reach.

The Pagosa Springs SUN is the the trusted, reliable 
source for news and information about Pagosa 
Country.  
 
The Pagosa Springs SUN Online supplements our 
print edition to extend local news to readers of 
online newspapers.

Along with the local content you have come to 
expect in our print edition, our online edition allows 
us to post new and breaking news, expanded  
coverage of selected stories and continual updates. 

Readers of our online edition also enjoy our live 
Web cams.

There is extensive visitor information that includes 
links to important community Web sites such as the 
chamber of commerce, town and county.

Online
Advertising
Premium Pages and Classified Page
Front Page, Pagosa Life, etc.
Tower – $300 one week, $825 four weeks*
Block – $75 one week, $207 four weeks
Small Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Rectangle – $30 one week, $83 four weeks

Preferred Pages
Sports, Business, Focus, etc.
Block – $55 one week, $152 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $25 one week, $69 four weeks

Standard Pages
Calendar, Library, Town Recreation, etc.
Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $20 one week, $55 four weeks

Directory Page
A listing on our directory page is an additional $5 
per week for online advertisers.  Directory listings 
are also available for $10 a week without purchase 
of an online ad.  If the listing changes, there will be 
an additional $10 fee.  Links are not available.

Hotlink
For advertisers on PagosaSUN.com, one hotlink 
may be embedded in their ad for a charge of $5 
per week.

Mechanical 
All ads are 200 pixels wide.
Towers are 500 pixels tall.
Block Ads are 200 pixels tall.
Small Block Ads are 100 pixels tall.
Rectangle Ads are 50 pixels tall.
All ads are produced at 72 dpi.
We accept .gif and .jpeg files for ads.

*Tower ads — one ad per Premium Page; first come, first 
served; price includes Directory Listing and Hotlink.

PagosaSUN.com reserves the right to place  “Advertise-
ment” above the ads on the Web site. All four week 
package ads must remain the same for the entire run. 
Ads post on Friday and run through Thursday of the 
following week.
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Tangles Hair Salon
970-731-2810

2035 Eagle Drive Unit 110

Fall in love with your hair!

tangles hair

Come see your small town Pagosa girls at Tangles!

Tanya Kasey

Airport Shuttle 
& Taxi Service

PUC 55878 

Why pay 
more? PAGOSA CAB

Call today to schedule! (970) 398-0123

Food & Grocery Delivery • Doctor’s Visits
Serving Durango to South Fork and metro Pagosa

175 PAGOSA STREET  •  11 AM TO 10 PM DAILY
Order On Line: MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs & our Veterans always receive 20% off!

Enjoy delicious oven-fresh pizza 
and your favorite brews on tap.

Valentine 
Special
Heart-shape, 

pepperoni large pizza

$14

Friday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Bob Hemenger, 5 
p.m. 

Saturday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Maxwell Miller, 5 
p.m.

Tuesday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Jackson Mountain 
Ramblers, 5 p.m. 

Wednesday
The Den: Karaoke, 8 p.m.

Rotary to host 
Super Bowl party

By Lisa Scott
Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs

The Super Bowl teams have been determined, and 
the fun and excitement with friends will be at the 
viewing party hosted by the Rotary Club of Pagosa 
Springs on Sunday, Feb. 11, at the Tennyson Building 
Event Center. 

Party doors will open at 3 p.m. Tickets are $25 per 
person and may be purchased online at pagosaspring-
srotary.org or in person with cash or check at The 
Choke Cherry Tree.

Betting squares will begin at 3 p.m. and will end 
at 4:15 p.m., per state-sanctioned guidelines, prior to 
kickoff at 4:30 p.m. You can purchase squares for $20 
cash per square and there will be 100 squares avail-
able. Cash awards of $250 will be given out at the end 
of every quarter, for a total of $1,000 in prize money. 
Come early to get the squares you want.

Broadcasting the game, and all the great com-
mercials and entertainment, will be from one large 
projection screen plus four additional large televisions 
around the room. Food, perfect for a spectator sport 
event, will be offered at the end of every quarter and 
includes homemade chili, a hot dog bar and snacks 
galore. Beer, wine and mixed drinks will be offered at 
the cash/credit card bar.

Door prizes will be awarded throughout the game, 
and all ticketed attendees have a chance to win. Prizes 
include passes to the geothermal springs, ax throw-
ing, a virtual shooting range, salt cave, horse-drawn 
carriage ride and more. Prizes will also be awarded 
to the best-dressed fans — one male and one female 
attendee. 

Proceeds from this event will benefit the Rotary 
Club’s local scholarship program for graduating high 
school seniors that awards higher education support 
for college, and certificate and vo-tech training. This 
scholarship program began in 1983 with Floyd McKee 
as the first scholarship recipient. To date, Rotary has 
awarded 197 scholarships for a total of $540,125 and 
is budgeted to award $24,000 in scholarships this year. 

Bring your friends for fun and viewing of the 58th 
NFL Super Bowl.

 With more than 46,000 clubs and 1.4 million mem-
bers worldwide, Rotary International is a service orga-
nization with the goal of bringing together dedicated 
individuals to exchange ideas, build relationships, take 
action and help build goodwill and peace in the world. 

Exemplifying the Rotary motto “Service Above 
Self,” the local Rotary clubs provide support for lo-
cal and international projects that improve the lives 
of others. To learn more about Rotary, visit https://
pagosaspringsrotary.org.
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20%
OFF

regular retail
in-stock

BIGGEST SALE of the YEAR

What You WearWhat You Wear
work ~ playwork ~ play

sharpen or tune-up
We service small engines

Monday-Saturday

inclusive sizing
000-24 & 28-34 inseam

WE SPECIAL ORDER!

men’s & women’s

WORK BOOTS

MEN’S APPAREL

See in-store!

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

Jazz Night
at Coyote Moon Lounge 

Thurs., Feb. 8, 6-9 p.m. 

Springs Resort Atrium 
Sat., Feb. 3, 5-7 p.m. 
Fri., Feb. 9, 5-7 p.m.

Enjoy Jazz 
Standards of 

Frank Sinatra, 
Dean Martin 

& more!

Come, be entertained by 
the sounds of Maxwell Miller!

970-264-2749
M-SAT 9AM TO MIDNIGHT 
SUNDAY 9AM TO 10 PM
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160 • East Pagosa Springs

Wine of the Month
Castle Rock
Pinot Nior

offer ends  
2/2924

Clip ‘n Save 10% OFF Wines & Liquors
*OFF 750ML & 1.75L BOTTLES* NON-SALE ITEMS ONLY. NO BEER.

Spirit of 
the Month
Svedka 
1.75 L

offer ends  
2/2924

$1799

$1 00

$250
OFF

Beer of the MonthBeer of the Month
Genesee 30 packsGenesee 30 packs offer ends  

2/2924

OFF
San Juan Stargazers’ meeting set for Feb. 1
By Joan Mieritz
San Juan Stargazers

The San Juan Stargazers will 
hold their next monthly meeting 
on Thursday, Feb. 1, at the Com-
munity United Methodist Church 
at 434 Lewis St. 

You can use the parking lot and 
enter at the side door right off the 
parking area. You enter the kitchen 
and go to the large meeting room. 
We usually leave the front doors 
locked.

There will be a social hour start-
ing at 6 p.m. with coffee/tea and 
treats. You can bring something 
to share if you would like. This is a 
chance to visit with other members 
and if you have a question about 
astronomy, I’m certain we will find 
someone with a good answer.

We have two different topics for 
this meeting, the first one being 
the important eclipse this year on 
April 8. It will cross North America, 
passing over Mexico, the U.S. and 
Canada. In the U.S. it will be visible 
from Texas to Maine. The next total 
solar eclipse that will be visible over 
North America will not happen until 
2045. This year might be an impor-
tant one for you to catch if you want 
to see totality.

The eclipse will be visible in 
Pagosa as an approximate 64 percent 
partial eclipse which should still 
be exciting and will require special 
glasses for you to safely view. 

Club members who are remain-
ing in Pagosa will gather for the 
eclipse with anyone who wants 
to join them in Centennial Park at 
the Geothermal Greenhouse Part-
nership amphitheater along the 
Riverwalk.

Hopefully our members can 
answer questions and document 
anything special that happens in 
Pagosa. Please feel welcome to join 
in a rare event of the moon passing 
between the sun and the earth.

If anyone (in the community or 
any club members) has questions 
about the eclipse, come to our meet-
ing at 7 p.m. and we should have 
answers. Since this is an important 
eclipse, our club has the responsi-
bility for making sure that everyone 
in our community has the correct 

information to decide where they 
want to be and how they want to see 
it. We are here to help you.

The second topic for the night 
will be Mercury, “an extreme little 
planet” from a Great Courses les-
son. We will have a summary to read 
and discuss and then have a video 
presentation by our favorite lady 
astronomer, Dr. Sabine Stanley. It 
should be fascinating. She always 
does a great job.

About the Stargazers

If you would like to join the 
San Juan Stargazers, you will also 
receive Reflector Magazine, which 
is the publication of the National 
Astronomical League of which you 
automatically become a member. 

To join both groups and get an 
excellent astronomy magazine, 
annual membership is only $25 
per family. You can join the club 
at any of our events or you can 
join using PayPal on our website, 
sanjuanstargazers.org. 
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@ Golf Club
Open to the Public

Authentic Texas BBQ
Winter Hours:

Thursday, Friday, Saturday
noon - 6 pm

Sunday - 11 am - 6 pm

1 Pines Club Place
(970) 398-5267

SquareTopBBQ.com  

BBQ, Beer BBQ, Beer 
& Bourbon& Bourbon

Full ServiceFull Service
Restaurant & BarRestaurant & Bar

Voted Best Restaurant Voted Best Restaurant 
Views in PagosaViews in Pagosa
10-years running10-years running

Carry Out AvailableCarry Out Available

Let Us Cater Let Us Cater 
Your Event or PartyYour Event or Party

Host Your Host Your 
Event or Party Event or Party 
 @ Square Top @ Square Top

Weekly Smoked Specials
Smoked Burger Thursdays
Pork Rib Fridays, after 2pm

Beef Rib Sundays - they go fast!

Shop the SUN classifieds.

323 Hot Springs Blvd. 
800-225-0934 

pagosahotsprings.com

LIVE MUSIC
at the Springs Resort

5-7 pm in the Lodge Atrium

Charcuterie Board $45
available for purchase during live music

Friday, February 2
Bob Hemenger

Saturday, February 3
Maxwell Miller

Tuesday, February 6
Jackson Mountain Ramblers

Friday, February 9
Maxwell Miller

Photo courtesy Helen Richardson
Carol Blechschmidt, right, was selected to receive a free book from the 
Friends of the Library, a monthly benefit for Friends members. Blech-
schmidt, a lifetime member of Friends, enjoys reading nonfiction history. 
However, she selected “Lost Roses” by Martha Hale Kelly because she 
knows her 98-year-old mother will enjoy it after she reads it. She is pic-
tured with Helen Richardson of the Friends of the Library.

Jicarilla Day events announced
Jicarilla Apache Nation

Every year, the Jicarilla Apache 
community commemorates the 
establishment of the reservation 
by executive order by President 
Grover Cleveland on Feb. 11, 1887. 

This day holds significant his-
torical and cultural importance for 
the tribe, as it marks the beginning 
of the official federal recognition by 
the U.S. government.

Throughout the week of Feb. 11, 
there are several activities that take 
place, including a powwow, winter 
sports and a chili cook-off. 

The Jicarilla Apache community 
takes great pride in their history 
and culture, and the commemo-

ration of the establishment of 
their reservation is a testament 
to their resilience and persever-
ance. It serves as a reminder of the 
struggles their ancestors faced and 
the sacrifices they made to ensure 
the survival of their people and 
way of life.

Jicarilla Day events
Following are upcoming Jicarilla 

Day events.

Feb. 4
Sledding Day: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 

Burns Hill.

Feb. 7
Snow sculpture contest: 9 a.m. 

to 2 p.m., Dulce Fairgrounds.

Frybread contest: 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Dulce Community Center.

Feb. 9
Serving Apache stew and fry-

bread: 11 a.m. until food runs out, 
Jicarilla Cultural Arts and Heritage 
Center.

Jicarilla Day Powwow: Grand 
entry, 7 p.m., Dulce Community 
Center.

Feb. 10
Darts tournament: Cut-off time 

for doubles is 11:45 a.m., tourna-
ment starts at noon. The singles 
cut-off time is to be announced, 
with the tournament following the 
doubles tournament. The location 
is the Dulce Community Center 
Game Room.

Jicarilla Day Powwow: Grand 
entry, noon, Dulce Community 
Center.

Feb. 14
Jicarilla Language Fair: 9 a.m. 

to 5:30 p.m., Dulce Community 
Center.

Feb. 15
Chili cook-off contest: 5 to 8 

p.m., Dulce Community Center.

Pagosa Peak Genealogical Society 
to hear about AI and genealogy
By Carolyn Paschal 
Pagosa Peak Genealogical Society 

The Pagosa Peak Genealogical 
Society will hold its next monthly 
meeting on Saturday, Feb. 3, at 
the Community United Methodist 
Church, 434 Lewis St. 

The meeting will begin at 10 
a.m. The business meeting will be 
followed by the presentation of a 
video that provides a brief intro-
duction to artificial intelligence 
(AI) and how it may impact genea-

logical research. 
In the video “When AI and Ge-

nealogy Unite,” Thomas MacEntee 
shares some of the ways that AI is 
shaping the world of genealogy 
and what this might mean for ge-
nealogists.

Visitors are welcome to join us 
as we explore this new aspect of 
genealogical research.

For more information, please 
contact Carolyn Paschal at carolyn-
paschal@gmail.com or visit our 
website, pagosapeakgs.org. 



970-731-EXIT (3948)
565 Village Dr. Suite E, Pagosa Springs

www.exitrealtypagosa.com

Y Kentucky Derby, Senior Center
Y Fly In, Veterans
Y Valentine’s Day, Senior Center
Y Dancing with the Stars, Seeds of Learning
Y Golf Tournament, Veterans
Y Women Helping in Pagosa Springs
Y Spanish Fiesta, Senior Center
Y Christmas Bazaar, Senior Center
Y Halloween Hootenanny
Y Park the Bus School Supplies

Y Festival of Trees, Senior Center
Y Toys for Tots
Y Veterans Fly Fishing
Y Scholarships in Escrow
Y Bucks for Bikes
Y Aspen House Pagosa 
Y Ruby Sisson Library
Y Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs
Y Sullivan Foundation
Y and so much more!

Our Buyers & Sellers have allowed us to support these community organizations:

Christie Hunt
970-585-4531
Broker Associate

Denise Fisk
303-868-8972
Broker Associate

Drew Harbison
970-398-0521
Broker Associate

Gina Backer
970-880-0910
Broker Associate

Jacque Fahrion
970-946-8000
Broker Associate

Jean Brittingham
970-507-0885
Broker Associate

Jen Ott
951-492-8039
Broker Associate

Jeni Reno
970-317-8493
Broker Associate

Kim Moore
970-946-5619
Broker Associate

Liz Jamison
575-770-1190
Broker Associate

Jessica Low
970-903-8376

Owner/Employing Broker

Shelley Low
970-946-0930
Owner/Broker

Jessie Gregg
970-317-1624
Trainer/Manager

John Gillam
970-759-0763

National Instructor

Nick Johnson
970-274-2742
Owner/Broker

Melinda Gibson
575-446-8300
Broker Associate

Penny Loper
970-946-3639
Broker Associate

Veronica Medina
970-582-0066
Broker Associate

Scott Miller
970-946-1287
Broker Associate

READY TO BUY OR SELL?
Call our Agents — You Will Love Them, Too!

We Love Our Buyers & Sellers!We Love Our Community!
What our Clients say:
Y We can’t say enough good things about 

EXIT Realty! Our property sold quickly 
and without any hitches, and being a 
representative for us, they made sure all 
agreements and answers were fulfilled 
in a very timely manner. We would 
highly recommend EXIT Realty, as the 
whole experience went smoothly and 
professionally!!!”

Y The EXIT group is so great to work with. 
They are professional and knowledgeable. 
Will go the extra mile!

Y Everyone I encountered at EXIT Realty was 
professional and very helpful. They made 
the home buying process in this market as 
pleasant and smooth as it could be!

Y They know their stuff! Answering your 
needs precisely.

Y Our broker was the best! She was such an 
amazing Realtor - considerate, organized, 
thorough and professional. We truly felt like 
EXIT had our best interest in mind every 
step of the way. Highly recommend them!

Y We’ve bought and sold a lot of properties 
over the years and I can tell you that 
I’ve never worked with Realtors as 
professional and knowledgeable as the 
ones at EXIT Realty. Our broker went 
above and beyond in every phase of the 
sale. The network of contacts was nothing 
short of exceptional. Our whole family 
enjoyed working with them!
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Karaoke Dance Party
Restaurant • Sports Bar

TT  ee  DDeenn
Every Wednesday

8pm-Midnight
729 San Juan St

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
970-264-3005

2151 Eagle Drive  I  cityhallcafe.co  I  970.398.2409

Eat In or Take Out • Open Tue-Sat • 11 am-9 pm 
Call Today to Reserve Our Private Gondola 970.398.2409

Prime Steaks, Seafood, Pastas
Subs, Wraps & Salads

Homemade Key Lime Pie

Eat. Drink.Eat. Drink.gathergather
try our

68 Bastille Dr., off North Pagosa Blvd.
970-731-MOES  (6637)

OPEN WED- SAT 11 AM  to  6 PM

SMOKENSMOKEN
MOE’SMOE’S

UNREAL BBQUNREAL BBQ
SmokenMoesUnrealBBQ.com

facebook.com/SmokenMoesUnrealBBQ/

AFC, NFC, SUPERBOWLAFC, NFC, SUPERBOWL

SPECIALSPECIAL

Perfect for your football party!

Order by Friday for Saturday pickup

Full Rack of Ribs
2 LB Sliced Brisket
1 LB Unsauced Pulled Pork
4 Hot Links
4 Chicken Leg Quarters
6-16 oz sides (BBQ Beans, Potato Salad or Coleslaw)
***Feeds 10-12 people- Substitutions allowed but may change price***

$165
plus tax & 
gratuity

Free mental health appointments 
available through Aspire
By Marcy Mitchell
ASPIRE Medical Services and Education

A recent article on the cover of the 
Denver Post stated, “More pregnant 
and postpartum women in Colorado 
die from suicide or drug overdoses 
than any other causes, and those 
deaths represent only a small per-
centage of moms who need help.” 

Furthermore, a recent survey by 
the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment found 
“about 12% of moms who gave 
birth in 2020 reported postpartum 
depression symptoms, and 32% 
reported anxiety in the first year 
after their child’s birth.”

As the only prenatal center 
in Archuleta County, Aspire has 
seen the rise in mental health 
challenges for new moms since 
COVID. Factors such as financial 
instability, geographic isolation, 
transportation challenges, food 
insecurity and a lack of health 
insurance contributes to a higher 
degree of mental stress for young 

families in Pagosa Springs.
To help solve this issue, Aspire 

began offering free mental health 
consulting services through Au-
thentic Solutions in 2022. Thanks 
to an initial grant from Early Mile-
stones Colorado and then a subse-
quent grant from Rocky Mountain 
Health Foundation, Aspire has 
been able to help more than 40 
individuals receive free mental 
health counseling.

One client stated, “I’m forever 
grateful for the free counseling pro-
vided through Aspire. After strug-
gling through my first pregnancy, 
delivery and postpartum, I wanted 
this experience to be brighter. 
Through counseling we’ve been 
able to work through the medical 
trauma I experienced, enabling 
a more positive pregnancy. My 
therapist has also been an invalu-
able tool as I’ve navigated raising 
a toddler, working, managing re-
lationships and addressing anxiety 
surrounding limited medical op-
tions in a rural community.”

Pregnancy and the first three 
years of life are the foundation of 
healthy brain development and 
social/emotional development for 
children. 

According to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, poor mental health in parents 
is related to poor mental and physi-
cal health in children. As a result, 
providing quality mental health 
services is essential to supporting 
families in our community.

“If we want to change the tra-
jectory of children and families in 
Archuleta County, we need to offer 
quality mental health services that 
are both accessible and afford-
able,” said Marcy Mitchell, execu-
tive director of Aspire.

Aspire offers free counseling 
appointments on Wednesdays. All 
sessions are confidential with the 
counselors. If you are a parent of 
a young child or are pregnant and 
would like to speak to someone, 
please contact Aspire at (970) 264-
5963 to schedule an appointment.

Upcoming Healthy Archuleta events to 
focus on food production and more
Healthy Archuleta

Healthy Archuleta is planning 
several events in the next couple of 
months that focus on advancing lo-
cal food production. 

These activities build on our ef-
forts in 2023, which included educa-
tional activities for youth and adults 
through the Seed to Supper Program 
and partnership with Pagosa Springs 
High School and San Juan Mountain 
School. 

Other activities have included 
supporting local growers to donate 
extra produce to the Food Distribu-
tion Center to share with the seven 
food pantries, and local food pur-
chases from farmers and ranchers 
that also support our neighbors 
who access food through a local 

food pantry. 

As part of our community edu-
cation efforts, regular Growers and 
Producers Forums help with a dual 
function: they provide our local food 
growers and producers with a venue 
where they can share their vision, 
successes and challenges while at 
the same time educating consumers 
of local food with information re-
garding what is available and where 
it is to be found. 

The next gathering of the Growers 
and Producers Forum will be held 
in late February/early March. This 
gathering will feature a presenta-
tion by farmer Chris Frederics as he 
discusses the successes and oppor-
tunities he has experienced with his 
farm and the unique partnership he 

has with the owner of the land that 
he works so productively. All are 
invited to attend, more information 
will be shared shortly.

Additionally, Healthy Archuleta 
has begun to ramp up preparations 
for its next biannual Food Summit 
on May 11. Save the date. The Food 
Summit of 2022 was attended by just 
over 100 participants and generated 
great interest in the offerings of the 
event as well as in making it a reoc-
curring event. Stay tuned for more 
specifics as planning progresses.

To learn more about the efforts 
of Healthy Archuleta and for more 
information, please visit our website, 
https://www.foodcoalition4archu-
leta.org/, or send us an email at 
fsfearchuleta@gmail.com.
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Local reporting that matters.

Open 11am  •  438 Pagosa St. in Downtown Pagosa Springs •  (970) 264-0608

  MARDI GRAS
CELEBRATION
February 13, 2024

Live Music 4pm - 8pm

  MARDI GRAS  MARDI GRAS
CELEBRATIONCELEBRATION

PAGOSA 
SPRINGS

Specials are Dine-In Only
Restrictions Apply- Cannot be combined 

with any other o� er 

RESERVATIONS 
REQUIRED

COSTUME CONTESTWear your bestmardi gras costume!
*costumes are not required

The winner will win a dinnerfor two at The Lost Cajun

SHRIMP BOIL
$25/POUND

served with 1 pound of shrimp, 

corn, potatoes & sausage
(DINE IN ONLY)

Stats show library continues to flourish
By Carole Howard 
PREVIEW Columnist, and the library staff

Annually at this time of year, 
Meg Wempe, library director, pre-
pares an annual report for the 
library’s board of trustees sum-
marizing the highlights of the past 
year. 

The information also is used 
when your library applies for 
grants and it is required to be 
shared with state, county and 
town governments to keep them 
informed.

Here are details about your li-
brary’s 2023 operations. They show 
your library continues to flourish 
and 2023 was another banner year. 

You can pick up the infographic 
version of this report at the library.

• Collection development: Pro-
viding our patrons with materials 
that are current and relevant to the 
diverse interests of the community 
is one of our principal goals.

We have 26,865 items in our 
collection. In 2023 we added 3,166 
items, up from 3,025 last year, in-
cluding 205 from donations worth 
$4,005.

• Usage stats: We checked out 
92,594 physical items, up from 
89,447 last year. As well, patrons 
downloaded 12,301 items — 6,621 
e-books and 5,680 e-audio books 

— up from 9,816 last year. We wel-
comed 18,229 website visits.

• Programming: Providing pro-
grams for all ages is a very high 
priority. In 2023 we hosted 635 
programs with 7,190 attendees, up 
significantly from 550 programs 
with 4,739 attendees last year. Ex-
amples of popular programs: 192 
adult GED sessions, 535 English-
as-a-second-language (ESL) ses-
sions, and 181 Tech Time sessions.

• Volunteers: We are very fortu-
nate to have the ongoing support 
of the community.

Our volunteers contributed 
1,845 hours valued at $63,394, up 
from 1,575 hours last year.

• Resource sharing: The Colo-
rado Library Consortium courier 
service provides five-times-a-week 
delivery to subscribing libraries 
throughout the state. In 2023 we 
borrowed 10,702 items, up from 
9,913 last year, and loaned 2,430 
items, up from 2,358 last year.

“These numbers make clear 

that we have a community that 
really uses their library, and that 
makes all of us on staff feel very 
good,” Wempe said. “We strive to 
inspire, inform and entertain both 
locals and tourists. We had more 
than 72,000 people come through 
our doors in 2023, and if you were 
not one of them, we hope you’ll 
become a patron in 2024.”

And finally, here’s a fun fact: 
Our most-checked-out adult fic-
tion book last year was “West 
with Giraffes” by Lynda Rutledge. 
Inspired by true events, the novel 
tells of the 1938 cross-country 
12-day road trip of two giraffes, 
one seasoned zookeeper and one 
desperate orphan. Unlikely com-
panions, endurance, coming of 
age and overcoming obstacles are 
highlights of the story.

Online New York Times
Fans of The New York Times 

will be pleased to know that we 
have purchased an online sub-
scription that allows you 24/7 free 
access to the online version of the 
newspaper from your home or any 
personal device. 

Go to the library website at 
https://pagosalibrary.org. Click 
on Online Resources on the gray 
top line on the home page. Scroll 

Library
News

n See Library on next page
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Non-emergency 
medical 
transportation 
to Denver, Durango, 
Farmington, Colorado 
Springs — Anywhere 
in Colorado and border 
state approved cities 
for Medicaid insured 
rides to and from 
Medicaid providers 
Pre-approval and 
24-hour notice 
required. 

FREE RIDES 
for 

MEDICAID 
CLIENTS

anywhere in the State of Colorado
Please call us to get qualified: 

970-731-4081
Durango Airport Shuttle • Taxi Service • Weddings

Charter Service • Private Parties
Also

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling

PUC # 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

Helping Pagosans and beyond to make 
their house a home since 1986. 264-4462

WINDOW COVERINGS
Cathy Justus W.F.C.P.
Window Fashions Certified Professional

blinds • shades • verticals • draperies • valances
bedspreads • bed skirts • pillows • cushions • & more

Always deep 
discounts

FREE CORDLESS OPTION on select Graber products
 FREE installation with purchase

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

(970) 946-3480
debbie@ownpagosa.com 

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year
448 PAGOSA STREET • OWNPAGOSA.COM

He�o fe�ow Pagosans.

Yay! Interest rates
are going down!!

Buying or Selling I would love to help you!
Another great year thanks to my local 

friends and family!

N� d a change this Spring??

TOP 5 IN 

SELLING

PAGOSA 

5 years in a row.

The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders
Our PSMC Oncology & Hematology medical team

is here to offer you cancer and infusion care.
• Board Certified Hematology and Oncology
• Infusion Center - Cancer/Non-Cancer
• Physical Therapy & Lymphedema Services
• Diagnostic Imaging
• Integrated Support Services 

Andrew Buck, DO
Oncologist/Hematologist

Kelly Cesary, AOCNP
Oncology Nurse Practitioner

First-Class Cancer Care, Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

Library
n continued from previous page
down to the Ns for New York Times 
and click on that icon. Your access 
code will automatically be gener-
ated, good for 24 hours each time 
you sign on. You then will be asked 
for your email address to log in or 
to create an account.

Two new free programs 
this month 

“Strategize Change in Your Life 
in 2024” is a weekly program for 
adults on Wednesdays beginning 
Feb. 7 from 1 to 2:15 p.m. that will 
happen only in February. 

Led by a licensed professional 
counselor named Jennifer, the 
group will focus on goal setting and 
making positive changes to identify 
and change unwanted behaviors. 
Attendance is limited, so preregis-
tration is required.

“Ready, Set, Learn” helps build 
important preschool skills such as 
tracing a line, cutting, identifying 
letters and holding a pencil. It will 
happen on Friday, Feb. 16, from 10 
to 11 a.m. We are hoping this will 
become a monthly program.

Teen Great Stories Club 
Teens are invited to join us on 

Thursday, Feb. 8, from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. to discuss the book “Ameri-
can Street” by Ibi Zoboi and create 
art based on the book. The book 
explores the idea of the American 
Dream from the perspective of a 
young Haitian immigrant. 

Pizza and beverages will be 
served at this free event, and ev-
eryone will come away with a free 
copy of the book. 

Note that this event takes place 
at Pagosa Community Initiative’s 

studio space under the new De-
partment of Human Services on 
Hot Springs Boulevard. Preregistra-
tion is required. 

Teen violence dating 
workshop

Rise Above Violence will lead 
a “Love Shouldn’t Hurt” dating 
violence workshop for teens next 
Thursday, Feb. 8, from 4 to 5 p.m. 
in honor of Teen Violence Aware-
ness Month. 

This class will provide advice 
on how to deal with and avoid vio-
lence in teen relationships. 

Popup book sale Feb. 10
On Saturday, Feb. 10, the Friends 

of the Library will host their first 
book sale of the year, a Cabin Fever 
popup event from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the library. 

Friends members, teachers, 
nurses and first responders enjoy 
“buy one, get one free” with proof 
of membership or employment. To 
learn about becoming a Friend or 
to renew your membership, stop 
by your library or email friends@
pagosalibrary.org. 

Virtual author talks
Our highly popular free online 

author talks continue with three 
more opportunities for you to 
interact with New York Times best-
selling authors and ask questions 
in February. 

For details and to register, go 
to https://libraryc.org/pagosali-
brary/upcoming.

Thursday, Feb. 8, at 6 p.m. will 
feature rom-com multi-book au-
thor Tessa Bailey.

On Tuesday, Feb. 20, at 2 p.m. we 

will explore identity, love and being 
Black in America with Jason Mott. 

Wednesday, Feb. 28, at noon will 
showcase Kim Scott, author of “Be 
a Kick-Ass Boss Without Losing 
Your Humanity.”

Dungeons and Dragons
Today, Thursday, Feb.1, from 4 

to 5:30 p.m., join our Dungeons 
and Dragons game free for teens 
and young adults. Preregistration is 
required because space is limited. 
Contact Josie@pagosalibrary.org 
to join.

Tween/teen takeover
We are setting aside the large 

meeting room and some of the 
computers for teens and tweens 
to use and spend time with friends 
tomorrow, Friday, Feb. 2, from 2 
to 3 p.m. 

Video gaming
Play free, age-appropriate video 

games on an Xbox tomorrow, Fri-
day, Feb. 2, from 3 to 5 p.m. 

LEGO Club Saturday
Kids aged 6-11 are invited to 

bring your imaginations on Satur-
day, Feb. 3, from 11 a.m. to noon 

n See Library on next page
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Local • Nights & Weekends 
Delivery Available!

RENT A CAR

(970) 585-9181
pagosaautorents.com

Pagosa Auto Rents

$70 
per Dayper Day

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
970-731-4081 to reserve your ride!

Or, book online at GoWJP.com

Shuttle to Wolf Creek!
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Please call 970-731-4081 24 hours prior to reserve your spot! 
$20 One Way • $30 Round Trip*

*All return trips depart at 4:15 p.m. sharp.
Don’t be late! We are running on a tight schedule!

Monday-Sunday from (by reservation only)
 Wilderness  Alpen Quality Summit
 Journeys Haus Inn Ski & Sports 
 7:30 am 7:40 am 7:50 am 8:00 am

*CUSTOM rides may be scheduled based upon AVAILABILITY
Return shuttle from Wolf Creek at 4:15pm

PUC# 16400

PLATINUM GOLD SILVER

BRONZE

Thank You to our Generous Sponsors & Volunteers
for supporting another successful & entertaining

❄

❅

❆

❄

❆

Library
n continued from previous page

for the free LEGO Club. Bring your 
own LEGOs or use ours. 

Knitting and crochet les-
sons

Learn to knit or crochet on 
Mondays, Feb. 5 and 12, at our 
free gathering from 2 to 3:15 p.m. 
for ages 8 and up. Supplies will be 
provided. Note this gathering will 
now happen twice a month. 

Shakespeare Read-Aloud
The Shakespeare Read-Aloud 

Club features “As You Like It” on 
the agenda Mondays, Feb. 5 and 
12, from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Call Jenny at 
(240) 426-7887 for more informa-
tion. This is an all-ages event.

Teen/tween art camp
Each month we explore a dif-

ferent style or medium at this free 
event. In February, it’s pastels. Join 
us Mondays, Feb. 5, 12 and 26, from 
4 to 5 p.m. Registration is required.

Music fun
Pagosa Unplugged is free from 

4 to 6 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 5, for 
amateur musicians who would like 
a safe, supportive, non-bar setting 
to play, sing or both with other 
people. For more information, 
contact Susan at (970) 946-3396.

Avalanche awareness
Come hear from Matt Huber 

on Tuesday, Feb. 6, from 2 to 3:30 
p.m. about what to know, what to 
bring and how to stay alive in the 
mountains during snow season.

Spanish conversation
Practice your Spanish in a free 

group setting on Tuesday, Feb. 6, 
from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. No mini-
mum skill level is needed. This 
group now meets twice a month, 
on the first and third Tuesdays.

New basic quilting class-
es

Adults are invited to a free quilt-
ing class next Wednesday, Feb. 7, 
and every Wednesday until March 
6 from 1 to 3 p.m. led by Wanita 
Martin, a local quilter and member 
of the quilters’ guild. 

Preregistration is required and 
classes are limited to six partici-
pants who need to do some home-
work. You also will need access to 
a sewing machine, a ruler, good 
scissors, a marking pen, straight 
pins, thread, an iron and an iron-
ing board.

Therapy dog visit
Next Wednesday, Feb. 7, from 11 

to 11:45 a.m., come to the library 
for a free visit with a certified ther-

apy dog. Visits are limited to 10-15 
minutes — just the right amount 
of time to pet the dog, read to the 
dog or just say “Hi.” This is an all-
ages activity.

Elementary tutoring  
sessions

Children ages 6-11 are welcome 
at these free sessions on Wednes-
days from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., where 
they will build essential skills in 
core subjects. Preregistration is 
required. 

Family storytimes
Wednesdays from 10 to 11 a.m., 

join us for a free educational hour 
of reading, singing and free play to 
build early literacy skills.

Writers’ guild
Thursdays from 9 to 11 a.m., 

Ruby’s Writers Guild welcomes 
writers looking for opportunities, 
support, resources and camara-
derie with other writers at this free 
gathering. 

ESL
Free in-person evening classes 

take place on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days: 4 to 5 p.m. is reserved for 
beginners, 5 to 6 p.m. for interme-
diate and 6 to 7 p.m. for advanced 

n See Library on next page
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Sharing our Core Values 
with you each day through our work

Care • Compassion • Communication • Commitment

Call today for your appointment!

970-264-9436 
www.pagosa.dentist • Conveniently located downtown at 308 Pagosa Street

A Cure for 
Winter Projects: 

Rent it from P.V.R.
Sewer Inspection Cameras

Sewer Snakes
Dehumidifier

Wood Chippers
Man Lifts

Dump Trailers
Skid Steers
Excavators

Log Splitters & more

305 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

See our full line of equipment on 
pinevalleyrental.com

Shop local for your 
equipment rental needs

students. Please help us spread the 
word about these classes to others 
in our community who would be 
interested, and contact us by phone 
or email if you have any questions. 

Tech Time
Free in-person slots are avail-

able from 10 a.m. to noon Tuesdays 
and 2 to 4 p.m. Thursdays. Judy 
helps you with basic questions re-
lating to computers, smartphones 
and tablets, and also provides 
assistance in accessing any of the 
library’s online resources. 

No appointment is needed for 
these drop-in sessions, but it is 
important that you bring both 
your device’s charger and also your 
device passwords with you. 

Pagosa Adult Learning 
Services (PALS)

Join Mark or Sally for free PALS 
sessions Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. to help with 
high school equivalency, GED, 
college prep, financial aid, tutoring 
and more. PALS stands for Pagosa 
Adult Learning Services.

Activities calendars
Pick up monthly events calen-

dars at the library so you don’t miss 
any of the free activities available to 
you and your family.

Downloadable books 
CloudLibrary has a wide variety 

of downloadable e-books and au-
diobooks for all ages. To access this 
free digital collection, download 
the cloudLibrary app, answer a few 
simple questions, select AspenCat 
Union Catalog for the name of your 
library, then enter your library card 
number and four-digit PIN. Library 
staff are happy to help you set up 

your device if you need assistance.

DVDs
“The Holdovers,” about a 

teacher forced to stay at a prep 
school with several students over 
the holidays, won three Golden 
Globes and is nominated for five 
Academy Awards, including best 
picture. “Succession,” which has 
won Golden Globes and Emmys 
in multiple years, is the complete 
series. “Fremont” is a cross-cultural 
comedy about a former Afghan 
translator living in California.

Mysteries, thrillers and 
suspense

“What Waits in the Woods” by 
Terri Parlato follows an injured 
professional ballerina who returns 
home to a murder. “The Helsinki 
Affair” by Anna Pitoniak features 
a young CIA officer in a globe-
trotting thriller. “The Heaven & 
Earth Grocery Store” by James 
McBride is a mystery about small-
town secrets. “Dead of Night” by 
Simon Scarrow is about two seem-
ingly unconnected murders in 
1940s Berlin. “The Berry Pickers” 
by Amanda Peters begins when a 
4-year-old disappears. 

Donation guidelines
When we are open, material 

donations are accepted for the 
Friends of the Library at the front 
desk — not down the outside re-
turns slot at the library or the drop 
box at City Market, please. 

The Friends recently announced 
new guidelines for donations: Yes 
to popular fiction books published 
in 2014 or later, nonfiction books 
published 2019 or later, and chil-
dren’s and young adult books — all 
in excellent condition, please. No 
to CDs, DVDs, Blu-ray, VHS or cas-

Library
n continued from previous page sette tapes; or textbooks, outdated 

travel books or reference books 
because they do not sell. No more 
than two boxes at a time because 
of space constraints.

Quotable quote
“People are drawn to hope ... 

They just want to be pushed in 
the swing set of life every once in 
a while and say, ‘Whee!’” — Deion 
Sanders, University of Colorado- 
Boulder head football coach.

Website
For more information on library 

books, services and programs — 
and to reserve books, e-books, 
books on CD and DVDs from the 
comfort of your home — please 
visit our website at https://pago-
salibrary.org.

19th Hole Concerts nonprofit grant application open
By Rachel Rosenthal
Community Foundation serving Southwest 
Colorado

The Community Foundation 
serving Southwest Colorado an-
nounces a grant opportunity for 
Archuleta County nonprofits to 
participate in this summer’s ninth 
annual 19th Hole Concerts at the 
Pagosa Springs Golf Club. 

The nonprofit application 
opens on Feb. 8, and the deadline 
to apply is March 7.

The concert series features lo-
cal musicians and provides a vital 
opportunity for nonprofits to earn 

funds while sharing their work with 
community-minded attendees.

The cover charge for each con-
cert is a $10 donation to support 
the four selected nonprofits. Earn-
ings will be pooled and distributed 
equally to the organizations. In 
2023, each participating organiza-
tion received $2,625. 

The concerts will take place on 
Thursday evenings in June, 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. The official dates are June 
6, 13, 20 and 27. An updated list of 
participating musicians and bands 
will be released shortly. 

“The Community Foundation’s 
19th Hole Concerts is a wonderful 

event for the community and our 
nonprofits,” said Tracy Pope, deputy 
director of the Community Foun-
dation. “Last year’s record turnout 
generated the largest grants in the 
eight-year history of the concerts, 
raising nearly $3,500 more than 
the previous year. We look forward 
to seeing everyone at the Golf Club 
again this year.”

The nonprofit application for the 
19th Hole Concerts can be found on-
line under the “Nonprofit Resources” 
tab on the Community Foundation’s 
website, swcommunityfoundation.
org. The selected nonprofits will be 
announced in late March.
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Ruts Driving  Ruts Driving  
You Nuts?You Nuts?
Save money on gas and maximize your tire life with a 
high-definition digital wheel alignment using the latest 
technology from HawkEye™ and Pagosa Springs’ most 
qualified technicians.

10% 
OFF

10% 
OFF

Vehicle Alignment
Bring in or mention this ad for this limited 
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not 
included. May not be combined with any 
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra 
Automotive for details. 

Offer ends 2/29/24

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited 
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not 
included. May not be combined with any 
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra 
Automotive for details. 

Offer ends 2/29/24

Full Service 
Oil & Filter Change

(970) 731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.

Open 8:00 - 5:30  Mon. - Fri.
24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

Piedra Automotive

PAGOSA PEAK OPEN SCHOOL 
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL
Innovative Education Through Project-Based 
Learning and Restorative Practices

LOTTERY ENROLLMENT IS OPEN NOW FOR THE 
2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR.
pagosapeakopenschool.org/enrollment
LOTTERY DEADLINE FEBRUARY 29,  2024.

February 27, 2024
5:00 PM

Learn about our model from teachers, 
parents, and students while eating waffl es 

catered by Black Bart's Brunch. 

UUs to ponder the religious experience
By Pauline Benetti
Pagosa Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

What is “the religious experi-
ence” for Unitarian Universalists 
(UUs)? 

One could justifiably consider 
that an impossible question to 
answer given that our uniqueness 
lies in our lack of an accepted creed 
and our acceptance of a “living 
tradition” that allows for change 
as the times change. 

1984 marked a time of sea 
change for Unitarian Universal-
ism as UU leaders came together 
and acknowledged that the sources 
of our faith are indeed varied and 
documented six sources of inspira-
tion drawn from areas as diverse as 
science, poetry, scripture, words of 
prophetic persons and personal 
experience.

This Sunday we will stream 

the Rev. Angela Herrera, senior 
minister of First Unitarian of Al-
buquerque, as she hones in on the 
sixth source of inspiration, “Direct 
experience of that transcend-
ing mystery and wonder ...,” and 
then widens her search to include 
transcendentalism, nature and the 
cosmos in an effort to get at what 
UUs might identify as a religious 
experience. 

We invite you to join us to see 
if your religious experience is in-
cluded in her line up.

 Our fellowship offers each 
individual support in our unique 
spiritual path and an opportunity 
to participate in positive social and 
environmental action. We welcome 
diversity and invite everyone to 
share in our faith community. 

In-person services are nor-
mally on the first and third Sundays 
of the month at 10:30 a.m. and 

are available by Zoom. Use the 
following link to join our Zoom 
meeting: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/8991941305.

Regarding COVID-19 protocol, 
masking continues to be optional 
while social distancing is encour-
aged; please note that U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
tracking of the COVID-19 hospi-
tal admissions level in Archuleta 
County has returned to low. 

Find us in Unit B-15 of the 
Greenbriar Plaza 301 N. Pagosa 
Blvd. on the north side facing 
Pagosa Peak. Join us, won’t you. 

If the service is canceled due to 
winter weather, a notification will 
be placed on pagosauu.org by 8:30 
a.m. For more information about 
the fellowship, our services and 
other activities, please see www.
pagosauu.org or email info@pa-
gosauu.org.

New Thought Center to meet Sunday
By Shayla McClure
New Thought Center for Inspirational Living

Sunday service on Feb. 4 at 11 
a.m. with Jenelle Syverson, choco-
latier, will focus on “Spiritual les-
sons of the Heart from Chocolate, 

a gift from Heaven.”
“Cacao opens your heart, the 

gateway to hear your inner spirit 
and wisdom. You will experience 
the world of meditation at a higher 
spiritual level. Choosing to live 
with cacao means you are bringing 

peace to your mind and soul daily.” 
— Aztec/Mayan saying. 

 There will be strawberry and 
chocolate dipping after.

Upcoming events
n See Center on next page
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EXCAVATION WORK THAT MAKES THE GRADE

DRIVEWAYS • FOUNDATIONS • PONDS • BACKFILLING
FILL DIRT & GRAVEL HAULING • SEPTIC SYSTEMS • UTILITY WORK

Schedule 

your project 

today!

Need an 
extra hand? 
The reliable Errand Bunny is here for 
you! From grocery runs to odd jobs 
to help with pets (and much more), 
we’ve got your to-do list covered. 
Fast, friendly and ready to assist — 
let us handle your tasks so you can 
focus on what matters. 

Call to book today. 
Available for a wide range of 
business or personal tasks. 
Contact today for inquiries and/or rates! 

Email: errandbunnyps@gmail.com 
Phone: 970-903-6715

SpiritHeart Band practice is 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. We welcome 
musicians and singers to join 
the SpiritHeart band. Please text 
Bruce at (970) 507-0739 for band 
information.

Feb. 11: Open heart ceremony to 
celebrate the heart and universal 
love with Shayla White Eagle.

March 17: St. Patrick’s Day cel-
ebration with live music, food and 
fun. The date is to be announced.

April: New Mexico spiritual 
retreat.

May 5, 11 a.m.: Wolfwood Ref-

uge tour and picnic.

About us
The New Thought Center is a 

501(c)(3) and promotes philoso-
phies similar to Centers for Spiri-
tual Living and Agape Centers. 

The SpiritHeart Band provides 
live music every Sunday. We wel-
come local talents to share gifts, ap-
titudes and knowledge. Participate, 
learn or contribute your insights, 
beliefs, knowledge and skills. 

New Thought events are held 
at 3505 W. U.S. 160, on the second 
floor of the Pagosa Lodge (elevator 
available). 

Center
n continued from previous page

Trinity Anglican Church 
to hold Sunday service
By Joe Fockler
Trinity Anglican Church

“While a large crowd was gath-
ering and people were coming to 
Jesus from town after town, he told 
this parable: ‘A farmer went out to 
sow his seed. As he was scatter-
ing the seed, some fell along the 
path; it was trampled on, and the 
birds ate it up. Some fell on rocky 
ground, and when it came up, the 
plants withered because they had 
no moisture. Other seed fell among 
thorns, which grew up with it and 
choked the plants. Still other seed 
fell on good soil. It came up and 
yielded a crop, a hundred times 
more than was sown.’

“When he said this, he called 
out, ‘Whoever has ears to hear, let 
them hear.’

“His disciples asked him what 
this parable meant. He said, ‘The 
knowledge of the secrets of the 
kingdom of God has been given 
to you, but to others I speak in 
parables, so that,

“‘though seeing, they may not 

see; though hearing, they may not 
understand.’

“This is the meaning of the par-
able: The seed is the word of God. 
Those along the path are the ones 
who hear, and then the devil comes 
and takes away the word from their 
hearts, so that they may not believe 
and be saved. Those on the rocky 
ground are the ones who receive the 
word with joy when they hear it, but 
they have no root. They believe for a 
while, but in the time of testing they 
fall away. The seed that fell among 
thorns stands for those who hear, 
but as they go on their way they are 
choked by life’s worries, riches and 
pleasures, and they do not mature. 
But the seed on good soil stands for 
those with a noble and good heart, 
who hear the word, retain it, and by 
persevering produce a crop.” — the 
Gospel According to Luke 8:4-15.

Join us this Sunday as we “con-
nect the dots” of our lives with the 
glad tidings of the Kingdom of God. 

The Holy Communion Service 
at Trinity Anglican Church, 246 
Harman Park Drive, is at 10 a.m.
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n See Lane on page 16

JIM GARRETT
v ATTORNEY v

Protecting your interests
LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE

BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS
New location: Downtown, above the theatre

422 PAGOSA ST., NO. 5
 970-880-0468 • 412-508-1060

P.O. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS • jyg44law@gmail.com

Protein and Weight Loss (Part 2)
Switching to healthier protein sources is important. 
Adults often get enough protein, but it’s not always 
from the right foods. In fact, we get around 40 percent 
of our protein from discretionary foods-foods that may 
add variety to a person’s diet but do not provide the 
nutrients the human body needs, such as processed 
meats, fast foods, pastries, cookies, crackers and cakes. 
The reason so much protein comes from these foods 
is not that they are high in protein but that people eat 
a lot of them. These discretionary foods may contain 
some protein, but they also come with a lot of added 
sugars, salt and saturated fats. For healthier protein 
options, stick mostly (or completely) to whole foods 
and such plant food sources as legumes, peas, nuts 
and seeds; soy products such as tofu, soy milk, and soy 
yogurt; and whole grains. That way, you’re getting your 
protein with a whole lot of vitamins, minerals, and protective plant phytochemicals!

Nuts with the highest amount of protein: Peanuts contain the highest amount, followed by 
Almonds, Pistachio nuts, Cashews, Walnuts, Hazelnuts, Brazil nuts, with Pecans and Macadamia 
having the lowest amounts of protein.

Seeds with highest amount of protein: Hemp tops the list, followed by Pumpkin (Pepitas), 
Sunflower, Flax, Sesame and Chia.

Remember ,it is best to eat raw, organic seeds and nuts. Avoid salted, processed nuts and seeds.

Next Week, we will finish up with a few more suggestions about protein and which grains are 
highest in protein

“Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.” Romans 12:1
Fun Bible Facts: Johannes Gutenberg produced the first printed Bible in 1455 A.D. One was 
purchased for $350,000 by the Library of Congress. Only 49 are known to exist today.

A public service from your Adventist friends & neighbors at Pagosa Springs Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Disclaimer: This and all our Nature’s Remedies are for health information purposes only. The Seventh Day Adventist Church is not responsible for results.

40 Oren Road • 970-731-1005

HEALTHY SELF

A PROTESTANT DENOMINATION

When God won’t turn loose
Arts
Line

Artist’s 
Lane

By Betty J. Slade
PREVIEW Columnist

When God won’t turn loose 
of us it’s a good thing. He wants 
something more from us. He be-
comes redundant, like a gnawing, 
a constant reminder in our hearts 
until we say, “OK.”

He wants our attention and re-
minds us, “For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.” 
(Mathew 6:21, NKJV). The Passion 
Translation reads, “For your heart 
will always pursue what you value 
as your treasure.”

Probably what I value most is 
leaving my love for Jesus to my chil-
dren in a book. It sounds high and 
mighty. It sounds boring. It sounds 
ambitious and very complicated. 
Maybe I should’ve lived a better 
life in front of them; then I wouldn’t 
have to write to them.

What God values most and 
pursues is us. He asks us to give 
our utmost for Him. He wants His 
words in us to be tied to the altar 
as a sacrifice for Him. There we 
let Him burn the dross out of our 
words to be a pure witness (He-
brews 13:15,16, NJKV).

So, God’s gnawing continued. 
This project that keeps me up at 
night is very important to me. Will 
it be that important to anyone else? 
Who knows. It must be important 
to God, because He won’t let it go.

I’ve thought of this study and 

devotional for months. The theme 
is an intimate relationship with 
God through Jesus. The journey 
begins the day we meet the Lord 
and ends when we see him again. 

Many Christians today are miss-
ing a deep relationship with God. 
The power we need to battle the 
devil is found at the throne. In 
these last days, it’s going to take a 
deeper faith than we’ve ever expe-
rienced before. 

There are more than 100,000 
devotional titles listed on Amazon. 
What is a niche topic that hasn’t 
been used? How will this be differ-
ent? What could be different from 
what has already been written? 
Wrong questions.

It doesn’t matter what has been 
written; this is what God wants 
from me. He reminds me with 
nightly thoughts and morning 
challenges that plague my mind. 
He is ready for this message to be 
written, whether I’m ready or not.

He jumped the gun on me. As I 
talked about the idea to a couple 
of writer friends, He had already 
lined up the people who would 

edit, format and design a cover. The 
gnawing became clear and there 
was nothing stopping me from 
writing it but me, myself and I.

I knew this devotional had to be 
more than a feel-good moment for 
someone to read in the morning, a 
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GRAND OPENING SOON

Bird of the Week

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Photo courtesy Jeff Reichel
This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon 
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the belted kingfisher. 

If there was a poster bird for the punk rock music movement it would 
most certainly be the belted kingfisher. With its proud blue Johnny Rotten 
crest, aerial tactics (hovering and diving for fish with reckless abandon), 
and “don’t bother me” mentality, one can only chalk up semi-rare sight-
ings of this truly unique bird with admiration. A species whose entire 
lifespan relies on access to aquatic food sources, the belted kingfisher 
finds refuge alongside the geothermally infused water of our downtown 
San Juan River and proximate wetlands year-round. Kingfishers have 
unique habitat requirements, consisting of steep, pocketed river or shore 
banks conducive to both aerial perches for spotting and predating on 
fish fry, as well as for covert bank burrowing for nesting. During breed-
ing season, a pair of kingfishers may claim a near half mile of riverfront 
property for their associated responsibilities and defend this territory 
from other interlopers. They typically form new mates each year.

These birds are not much larger than a robin with a roundish body and 
pointed wings. Both sexes appear slate blue when viewed from behind, 
lesser a white collar. In this instance, females have more coloration than 
the males, donning two belts: one blue and one chestnut brown across 
a white breast. Males only have the single blue stripe. If you look close, 
the space between their oversized pointed bill and dark black eye or 
“lore” has a single white spot. But, more times than not, it will be their 
seemingly agitated-sounding rattle that gets your attention, as if to say, 
“Why’d you have to come and spoil a good time?” These birds are found 
east to west across North America, its cousin to the south being the 
ringed kingfisher in Central and South America. 

Admirably, belted kingfishers dig tunnels up to 6 feet deep into 
earthen banks to secure safe nesting locations, often requiring a week 
to excavate. Both mates share incubation duties of five to eight eggs 
(average one brood per year), feeding young partially digested fish until 
they are old enough to feed on whole fish. Interestingly, adult birds are 
known to regurgitate pellets, in the same vein that a number of raptors 
do, consisting of fish scales and bones. This species also predates on 
crayfish, insects, small amphibians, reptiles and birds, and is even known 
to eat berries in season.

Keep an eye (and an ear) out for this species as you stroll along the 
river. During the warm months, these birds are often spotted near the 
Ross Aragon Community Center ponds looking for a snack. Though cur-
rently stable, the biggest concerns regarding belted kingfishers and their 
ongoing population involve habitat degradation and human disturbance.

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and 
www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/.

Thank you 
for supporting our 

advertisers!



With over 150 local Realtors to choose from, 

WHY HIRE LEE RILEY?
Choose the EXPERT:
1. Lee has been serving Pagosa families for more than 3 

decades.

2. He knows the market inside and out.

3. LEE’S FELLOW REALTORS NAMED HIM “REALTOR OF THE 
YEAR” NOT ONCE, BUT TWICE!

I SELL PAGOSA.COM
I give the best real estate service possible by 
providing knowledge, hard work, aggressive 
marketing and excellent service. 
Hi, My name is Lee Riley and I work for Jann C. Pitcher Real Estate, I am an expert in 
my field, and I have been helping Pagosa families buy and sell Pagosa real estate for 34 
years. I learned first hand about customer service with my very first job as a shoeshine boy. 

The time to list is NOW.  

Want to know what your property is worth?
Call for a FREE market analysis, no strings attached.

Contact Lee Riley today 970-946-3856
If you’d like to get my newsletter, please 
email me at lee@isellpagosa.com

2261 Eagle Drive • Pagosa Springs • Colorado

THE LATEST REAL ESTATE NEWS 
reveals that 2023 was pretty soft. 
Total number of sales were down 20%, 
home sales were down 11%, condos and 
town home sales were down 35%, and 
land sales were down 20%.

SOME GOOD NEWS is inventory 
was up 4% in both the home and land 
category, and condo and town home 
inventory was up 340%. 
As I look at my stats, there are a couple 
of notable numbers.
Condo and town home inventory is at 
22 compared to 5 last year, getting us 
near the pre-pandemic number of 26 
back in 2020. 
The increase in home inventory is all 
coming at the top end of the market, 
with inventory above $750,000 up 35%. 

THE BIGGEST ISSUE affecting 
both sales inventory in the 
residential market this year was 
interest rates.
Back in October, rates got up to 
8.25%, a far cry from the 3% rates we 
saw a few years ago.
Rates have started to decline and 
are hovering in the high 6% range. 
Today the average rate for a 30-year 
fixed-rate mortgage is 6.69%, and a 
15-year is at 5.95%. 
The economists are predicting that 
rates will fall, maybe as early as 
March, but I think it will be closer to 
June before we see anything. 
Hopefully by the end of 2024, rates 
will be closer to 6% and in the 5% 
range by 2025.

MY PREDICTION for the local real 
estate marked this year is that prices 
will be relatively flat. 
One wild card could be inflation 
going down sooner than expected, 
allowing the Fed to ease rates sooner 
than later. 
A second wild card might be 
political problems out there in the 
world. This is an election year, and 
anything could happen!
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cliché of scripture that’s been used 
over and over. This book will be for 
those who want a deeper journey 
into God’s Word.

This devotional will be based 
on the most controversial and 
misunderstood book in the Bible. 
Religious scholars have said this 
book shouldn’t be in the Bible — 
Solomon’s Song of Songs. 

I say, “Hogwash. How dare any-
one think they have the right to 
delete God’s words from the Bible? 
It’s a love letter from God and bids 
us to come into a relationship with 
Him.”

I talked to one of my friends who 
has studied and taught the Bible 
for more than 60 years. I related 
my ideas to her that this book has 

17 metaphors depicting Jesus. 
She said this was all new to her. I 
couldn’t believe it. It was my track 
to run on.

There’s been a lot of prayer and, 
after three attempts, formatting 
and re-formatting, I started writing 
this book for the fourth time. These 
words will be laid on the altar for 
God to burn the dross away in or-
der to have a pure witness.

Final brushstroke: When God 
makes plans for our lives, all our 
reasoning is thrown out the win-
dow. It doesn’t compute. And when 
God won’t let go of us, it means He 
wants more for us.

Send your comment to bettys-
lade.author@gmail.com.

Views expressed do not necessar-
ily represent those of The SUN.

Lane
n continued from page 13

Empowering education: 
$1,000 grant available 
for adult learners

Arts
Line

Senior 
News

By Rose Chavez
PREVIEW Columnists

 Are you a BIPOC adult age 55 or 
better living in Archuleta County 
eager to pursue further education? 
Here’s your chance. 

Archuleta Seniors Inc. (ASI), 
in coordination with the Spanish 
Fiesta Committee, is delighted to 
announce a $1,000 educational 
grant available exclusively for these 
adult learners in our community.

The grant aims to support in-
dividuals seeking to enhance their 
skills, pursue new career paths or 
simply satisfy their thirst for knowl-
edge. Whether you aspire to enroll 
in a vocational program, attend 
workshops or pursue a degree, 
this grant can provide the financial 
boost you need to turn your educa-
tional dreams into reality.

ASI and members of our local 
Spanish Fiesta Committee believe 
that education is a lifelong journey 
and it’s never too late to invest 
in oneself. This grant is designed 

to remove financial barriers and 
empower adults in our community 
to pursue their educational goals.

 To be eligible for the grant, ap-
plicants must meet the following 
criteria:

• Reside in Archuleta County.
• Be 55 years of age or older.
• Be Black, Indigenous or a per-

son of color.
• Demonstrate a commitment 

to furthering their education.
• Submit a compelling applica-

tion outlining their educational 
goals and how the grant will be 
utilized.

Applications are now open and 
will be accepted until March 20. A 

n See Senior on next page
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Stop by our agency and meet Kathy Lapen, 
the newest addition to the Michalak Insurance Agency — 

Farmers Insurance Pagosa Springs.  
Ask Kathy for a free 2024 Calendar!

46 Eaton Drive, Ste. 7 behind City Market

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. 
Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance 
companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are 
authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states. Life 
Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 
300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Call 970.731.5258 today!
Let us help you get smart about your coverage options.

MAKING SENSE OF THE 
LOCAL INSURANCE MARKET
Automobile insurance • Homeowners insurance • Life insurance

Kathy Lapen

scholarship selection committee 
composed of community leaders 
will review all applications and se-
lect the most deserving candidates.

ASI encourages all motivated 
BIPOC, 55-and-older adults in 
Archuleta County to take advan-
tage of this opportunity. Whether 
you’re looking to advance your 
career, explore new interests or 
simply expand your horizons, this 
grant can be the catalyst for your 
educational journey.

Don’t let financial constraints 
hold you back from pursuing 
your dreams. Apply for the $1,000 
educational grant today and take a 
significant step toward a brighter 
future.

For more information and to ac-
cess the application form, contact 
the ASI office at (9700 264-2167 
or stop by the office at 451 Hot 
Springs Blvd.

Healthy aging yoga  
therapy class series

This winter, a healthy aging yoga 
series will be offered as a hybrid 
class at the Pagosa Senior Center 
on Mondays from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

Classes will be structured by 
therapeutic yoga tools and tech-
niques with chair movement, 
standing stretches, gentle postures, 

breathing practices and reflective 
meditative moments. 

Monthly themes for the series 
will include topics such as sustain-
able strength for healthy aging 
individuals, brain health, heart and 
cardiovascular health, mental and 
emotional well-being, community 
connections, and stress manage-
ment, to name a few. 

Classes will be educational for 
participants to utilize practices in 
daily life and are meant for all levels 
of experience with yoga. 

The class is hosted by local 
yoga therapist AJ Connors, with a 
hybrid focus for the winter months, 
blending in-person, online and, 
occasionally, recorded classes. 
Zoom sessions will be streamed at 
the Senior Center to provide the 
community experience to prac-
tice together or can be accessed at 
home if weather is a factor. 

Mats and chairs will be provided 
at the Senior Center; some blocks 
and Therabands are available, 
too. The addition of yoga props is 
always welcomed. 

We are requesting that indi-
viduals who are new to joining 
the series arrive early for intake 
inquiries and to please commu-
nicate with AJ directly by emailing 
ajconnorslove@gmail.com.

Bingo

The Senior Center will be host-
ing bingo twice a month on Friday 
afternoons from 1:15 to 2:30 p.m.

Bingo will be on Feb. 9 and 
Feb. 23. 

The price to participate is free 
and we ask you bring yourself and 
a friend for joyful fellowship. We 
will provide prizes from local busi-
nesses for all winners and snacks 
will also be provided. 

No RSVP is required; just show 
up. All ages are welcome, but we 
ask those 18 and younger to come 
with an adult chaperone. 

For more information, contact 
us at (970) 264-2167.

T’ai Chi Chih
The Senior Center will be of-

fering T’ai Chi Chih with accred-
ited instructor Patti Popovich 
each Thursday from 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m., in the dining hall to support 
older adults who want to discover 
purpose and fulfillment in this 
transitional phase of life.

T’ai Chi Chih is not a martial art, 
but rather a tool for self-healing. 
Softness, flow and effortlessness 
are the guiding principles in this 
practice.

All classes will be free for older 
adults (age 60 and better) and will 
last approximately one hour in the 

Senior
n continued from previous page

n See Senior on next page
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Reynolds Ash + Associates is excited to announce 
the opening of their new location in Alamosa. 

RA+A’s new office is located in the Historic Railroad Depot 
at 610 State Avenue, Suite 120.

RA+A is proud to introduce Andréa Bachman & Deron Granville of Alamosa. 
Please stop by and say hello! Andréa has been designing in the San Luis Valley since 2017 and 
recently joined RA+A in Fall of 2023. Deron is a licensed Architect who recently relocated from 

Denver to Alamosa and brings with him over 25 years of experience 
in all aspects of building design. He recently joined RA+A in Spring of 2023.

The opening of the Alamosa location will better serve our San Luis Valley clients and contractors. 
The firm is the largest locally-owned architecture and engineering firm in the Four Corners 

with offices in Pagosa Springs, Durango, and Phoenix AZ. 

Please visit www.RA-AE.com for more information.

dining hall.
No special clothing or equip-

ment is required for either class. 
For more information, call (970) 

264-2167.

Senior Conversations
Join us Mondays at 1:15 p.m. for 

a series of “Senior Conversations” 
with local Bill Salmansohn. 

He will lead the group through 
mindfulness exercises and discus-
sion of various topics pertaining to 
aging in Archuleta County. Explore 
and discover for yourself answers 
to your questions and concerns. 

The meeting will be held in the 
Senior Center in the dining hall. 
Snacks will be provided.

Share lunch Monday 
through Thursday

Join us at the Silver Fox’s Den, 
aka the Community Cafe, in person 
for daily hot/cold meals Mondays 
through Thursdays at the Commu-
nity Center between 11 a.m. and 1 
p.m. It is open to all. Pickup is avail-
able all week, including Fridays. 

Our dining hall is open to all ages 
and welcomes you all with kindness 
and warmth. We provide hot/cold 
meals for anyone in the community 
interested in a nutritious and deli-
cious meal. For those 60 or older 
we request a suggested donation of 
$10, but no one will be turned away. 
There is a $10.50 charge for guests 
under the age of 60. 

Meals include a main course, 
side dish, fruit/dessert, garden 
salad plus beverage. Some popular 
menu items include Frito chili pie, 
pork tenderloin with harvest chut-
ney, Singaporean pork ribs, vegetar-
ian lasagna, Hawaiian shrimp with 
coconut rice and always a beautiful 
green salad. Many of our items are 
locally sourced and organic. 

Our chef works with a team of 
local food professionals to hand-

prepare your meal for dine-in ser-
vice in our cozy dining room (with 
an amazing view of the San Juans) 
or for takeout (via our convenient 
drive-through). Our menu changes 
daily. 

To reserve your meal for the day, 
please make your reservation via 
text or phone call to (970) 264-2167 
by 9 a.m. weekdays. 

Community Cafe menu
Thursday, Feb. 1 — Thai chicken 

with peanut sauce with snap peas, 
brown and wild rice, garden salad, 
mango coconut bread pudding 
and milk.

Friday, Feb. 2 — Potato leek 
soup with ciabatta bread, cottage 
cheese, fruit, garden salad and 
milk.

Monday, Feb. 5 — Crunchy hot 
honey chicken, asparagus hollan-
daise, garden salad, fruit, blueberry 
muffin and milk.

Tuesday, Feb. 6 — Pork tender-
loin with harvest chutney, mashed 
potatoes, dinner roll, garden salad, 
fruit and milk.

Wednesday, Feb. 7 — Eggplant 
Parmigiana, wilted spinach and 
onions, garlic bread, garden salad, 
vanilla yogurt, fruit and milk.

Thursday, Feb. 8 — Cod Ve-
racruz, brown rice with quinoa, 
roasted cauliflower, garden salad, 
fruit, lemon bar and milk.

Friday, Feb. 9 — Philly chees-
esteak sandwich on hoagie roll 
with peppers, onions and provo-
lone, garden salad, fruit, chocolate 
brownie and milk.

Text reservations
Don’t forget that we offer a 

convenient texting service for you 
to communicate with us. Text us 
at (970) 264-2167. When texting, 
please include your name, phone 
number and the days you want a 
meal. If you are canceling a reser-
vation, please include your name, 

Senior
n continued from previous page

n See Senior on page 20
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HORSE PANELS- Ponderosa Lumber is your 
Priefert livestock panel dealer. 731-4111.  
Highway 160 on Put Hill. 

10-year old reg. quarter horse paint geld-
ing, very gentle. Knows gaits. Healthy $4,000 
firm. 946-2839

3X3X8 800 LB. GRASS HORSE HAY. 
Quantity discounts. 946-1018, please leave 
message.

WANTED OLDER KIND, GENTLE gelding. 
(970)731-1976, (970)507-0201.

ALFALFA AND GRASS MIX HAY, $5/ bale. 
Organic potatoes, $20 per hundred. 264-
5628. 

QUALITY HORSE HAY. $6 a bale. Local, 
731-5022.

HAY FOR SALE. $7 in the field, $7.25 in the 
barn. 3x3x8 bales, 775 lbs, $85. 731-9504. 

HAY FOR SALE. Barn stored, good grass 
hay, 3’x3’x8’ bales, 775 lbs., $85. Oat hay, 
small bales, 50 lbs., $2. (970)731-5873, 
(970)731-9504. 

SUPER BUY- Moved and TV doesn’t fit. 
Gorgeous 62” Toshiba HD TV with DLP. Must 
sacrifice at $850. Also dry firewood, $100 per 
pickup full. (970)903-3911.

14’ LOW BOY BUMPER PULL equipment 
trailer. Will haul 10K, electric brakes both 
axles. Nice, $2,500. (970)731-9505.

TWO APPLIANCES: 1 GE refrigerator, 21.6, 
no frost. 1 GE gas stove. $200 each OBO. 
946-1737.

NURSERY GROWN ASPENS, all sizes, large 
spruce and pine. Delivery available. High 
Plains Nursery, Inc. Open Mon-Sat., 9a.m. to 
4p.m. 883-4600.

QUEEN BED WITH OAK headboard, frame 
and mattress, $50. 2007 Oster 6 slice toaster 
oven, $25. (970)799-0066. 

8’ SNOWPLOW FOR TOYOTA pickup, 
$1,200. 264-0040.

Classifi eds 264-2101264-2101
 Offi ce Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Classifi ed Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.
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RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

VACATION RENTALS

AUTOSFOR SALE

WANTED

LIVESTOCK

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

PETS

FOR SALE

If you’ve got something to sell
And don’t know what to do,
Call Hi Mesa Truck & Auto
Let us sell it for you!
Cars • Trucks • Tractors • Motor Homes
(no cows or horses, please!)

Call Ben Johnson
Put my 48 years of auto sales experience to work for you! • Financing available
Hi Mesa Truck & Auto • 597 Navajo Trail Dr. • 970-731-4377 • 866-731-4377

ONLY $595/ MONTH for this 2 level, 1,250 
sq. ft. condominium loft. Granite countertops, 
custom fixtures, central heat and air condition-
ing plus much more. Centrally located, walk to 
everything. This like new unit won’t last long. 
Reserve it today. 264-1036.

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX with garage. 
$600/ month plus security deposit. W/D, 
1,400 sq. ft., lots of storage, on golf course. 
(970)946-4181.

BEAUTIFUL LARGE MOBILE HOME. 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, screened in porch, lots 
of extra storage. Close to everything, $750/ 
month. Call 903-7150.

2 BEDROOM CONDO on the golf course. 
Available now, $600/ month. (479)244-7141, 
(970)264-5715.

ROOM WITH FREE UTILITIES, free wifi, 
private entrance, cooking facility, private 
bathroom, washer/ dryer available, $450. No 
smoking. 398-0023 

4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOUSE with garage 
and fenced-in yard. $650/ month. Call Laura 
at The Real Choice, (970)946-9281.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH in Pagosa Lakes area. 
2-car garage, new paint. Appliances included, 
$750. (970)946-9281.

LAKEFRONT UPSTAIRS APARTMENT. 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath, 2-car garage, all appli-
ances, $700/ month. No smoking, pets upon 
approval. (505)334-5687, (505)793-7285.

GOLF COURSE CONDO. 1 bedroom, moun-
tain views, wood burning fireplace, $650/ 
month. No smoking, pets okay with deposit. 
398-0023 

SPACIOUS CONDO, 2 BEDROOM, 3 bath, 
large loft. Sunroom with view, gas heat, new 
carpet. No dogs. $600. 903-2513.

BEST VALUE IN PAGOSA. Excellent condi-
tion 1/1, 2/2 apartment homes. All utilities 
included. Convenient location, walk to uptown 
grocery store. 946-9187.

HOUSE IN TOWN- 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 
2,400 sq. ft., 3-story home on 3 city lots with 
2-car heated garage. No smokers, no pets. 
$1,300 per month plus utilities. History and 
average of electric and natural gas usage 
available. Located right on the city limits at 
297 N. 2nd Street (Snowball Road). 946-
1642, please leave message or email terri@
pagosasun.com.

RENTALS: VACATION AND LONG TERM. 
www.teampagosa.com. Call Laura Dan-
iels, (970)946-9281 or Chris Hachenberg, 
(970)903-1188. Broker Associates, The Real 
Choice.

FIRST MONTH’S RENT FREE! 2 bedroom, 2 
bath end unit apartment. Close to downtown, 
quiet, W/D in building, paved road, low utilities, 
water paid. $725. 398-0007.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, wood stove, garage, 
carport. Pet negotiable, no smokers, $700/ 
month, 1st, last and utilities. Lake Forest 
Estates. 731-3471. 

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX at 578 
E. Golf Pl. Garage, storage, washer/ dryer 
hookups, landlord pays water and garbage. 
$700/ month. 946-7917.

ENERGY EFFICIENT, UNFURNISHED 2 bed-
room, 2 bath condo. Great location in Pagosa 
Lakes area, walking distance to local shops. 
Appliances furnished. $625/ month, long-term 
rent. (608)289-0373.

RV SPACES, $325/ MONTH. Includes satel-
lite TV, Wi-Fi, and other utilities. Please call 
Happy Camper 731-5822. 

FOR RENT 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath nearly new. 
$1,175/ month plus deposit. Phone (970)884-
2594 or (970)749-5956.

QUIET COUNTRY LIVING on private ranch 
3.6 miles from town. Mountain view, cathedral 
ceilings, large array of windows, tile, wood 
floors, exquisitely furnished for 2 occupants. 
References, one-year lease, first, last month’s 
rent plus deposit. All utilities included. No 
smoking, no pets. $899. (970)264-6720, 
(970)946-3987.

HOUSE IN TOWN. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, spa-
cious, clean, bright, new carpet. Reduced 
to $650. 359 South 9th Street. No smokers/ 
pets. 749-5828.

YOUR CHOICE: STUDIO APARTMENT 
plus workshop, $650 or 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
home, garage, washer/ dryer, decks, $900. 
Both newly remodeled, views, national forest 
access, near shopping, quiet neighborhood, 
basic utilities. No smokers, pets negotiable. 
First, damage, references. (970)948-8672 

FOR RENT: SINGLEWIDE MOBILE home. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath. $475/ month, $350 cleaning 
deposit. 354 Canyon Circle, Pagosa Vista. 
731-4906.

SECOND MONTH’S RENT’S FREE. Very 
clean 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 1-car garage du-
plex unit on E. Golf Place. No pets. Available 
now. Rent $695/ month. Call (970)884-2077, 
(970)903-9355. 

3 BEDROOM UNIT in Pagosa Lakes. Newly 
remodeled, new appliances, washer/ dryer, 
cable. Section 8 approved, everything paid. 
$725. (303)838-5585.

REMODELED 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath mobile in 
Vista. All new interior in 2007, well insulated 
for low utility bills, washer/dryer included. First 
month $475, then $595/ month plus deposit 
with lease. No pets/ smokers. 264-8258.

BRAND NEW 1-2 BEDROOM COTTAGES! 
All new construction, great downtown 8th St. 
location. 1-2 bedroom, 1 bath private units. 
Year lease, $700-$750/ month. On-site laun-
dry. NS/NP. Renting now! Call 946-2255.

2 BEDROOM PLUS LOFT, 2 bath house on 
Hills Circle for rent or purchase. W/D, wood 
stove, new carpet, paint, wood floors. No 
smokers; lease; pet considered. $700/ month 
plus electric. (970)453-4943.

TASTEFULLY DESIGNED AND FURNISHED 
1 person studio in quiet neighborhood. Private 
entry, full kitchen and bath, new furniture, 
washer/ dryer, yard. All utilities and Direct TV 
included. No smokers/ pets. 6 month lease 
preferred; $650/ month. 946-2201.

2 PLUS LOFT LODGE CONDO. Partially 
furnished, washer, dryer, fireplace, end unit. 
Great lake and mountain views. No smoking, 
pet considered. $745/ month. (970)485-
2515.

PAGOSA LAKE VIEWS. 3 bedroom in 4-plex. 
Dishwasher, washer/ dryer, utilities paid, free 
cable TV, recently remodeled. $699/ month. 
(303)881-1407.

VACATIONERS. We have fully furnished 
homes and condos for rent by the day, week 
or month. We also have long term places 
available. Pagosa Realty Rentals, located up-
stairs, Frontier Building, Piedra at 160.  (970) 
731-5515. www.pagosarentals.com. 

3 BEDROOM CABIN on Lake Pagosa, fully 
furnished. Groups of 6 or less. Weekly and 3 
night minimum rates. (707)864-8350, www.
vacationhomes.com/20810.

XMAS RENTAL- RIVER FRONT lodge 
between hot springs and ski area. 3/2 luxury, 
sleeps 6-8, $300/ night, 5 night minimum. 
264-4866. 

COTTAGE, 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, laundry, 
garage, sleeps 6. Lake Pagosa. Daily, weekly, 
monthly rates. (970)731-3694.

ON THE LAKE: New 1 or 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Weekly and daily rates. No pets, no smokers. 
Fishing dock, hot tub. For information, call 
(970)749-4769.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOME, fully furnished, 
Pagosa Lakes. Weekly and three-night mini-
mum rates. Sleeps 9. Email for information 
and pictures, denverrenter@gmail.com.

RESORT CONDOS AND HOMES. Daily from 
$85 plus weekly, monthly. Sunetha, 731-4344 
or sunetha.com.

‘06 Honda CRV EX, auto, sunroof, new tires, 
71k mi. $14,400 #09-10xu 946-4397

WWW.SALSMOTORCORRAL.COM. Visit us 
online to view current inventory and pricing. 

1979 CJ-5 JEEP. Runs good, some rust, mov-
ing must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2000 CHEVY 2500 PICKUP. 4-door, 4X4. 
$5,000 OBO. Good condition. 946-6803.

1998 DODGE RAM 1500. 4X4, extended 
cab, low miles, excellent condition! Garaged, 
tuned, new clutch. Near new studded tires! 
$8,499 OBO. 903-2492. 

2002 ARCTIC CAT SNOWMOBILE. 440RZ 
Snow Pro Sno. Runs great and fast. $1,500 
OBO. (970)946-8526.

(1) 800 RMK AND (1) 700 RMK, with trailer. 
Great shape, run perfect. Must sacrifice, 
$8,500 for both, (970)946-3356.

1998 POLARIS RMK 700. 144” track, moving 
must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2001 POLARIS RMK 800. Custom, 156” 
track, too many extras to list. Moving, must 
sell, $5,000 OBO. (970759-6630.

VACATION RENTALS

1986 SUBURBAN 4X4. Mechanically solid, 
cosmetically challenged. 2 sets of tires, a 
beast in the snow. $1,800. Call 264-6668.

AUTOS

FREE WOODEN PALLETS. When avail-
able, they will be placed behind The Pagosa 
Springs SUN office. NO PHONE CALLS, 
PLEASE!

Antique replica wood/coal burning cook-
stove & range Brand new. Sacrifice $2000 
obo (pd $4400); Antique sewing machine 
treadle. 264-2674

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine, $175; as-
pen, $150 per cord, delivered. Call Todd, 
(970)946-2102.

LOG HOMES AND CABINS. 24’x32’ for 
only $16,800. Log walls, posts, beams, roof, 
plans, video and more! Free catalog. www.
bighornmtn.com. (307)684-2445.

SHAKLEE for proper nutrition, use Shaklee 
products. For information call Marsha Preuit. 
264-5910.

PAPER BUNDLES FOR fire starter 25¢ each. 
Pick up at The Pagosa Springs SUN. 466 
Pagosa Street.

STEVENS FIELD HANGAR, 500-G, Condor 
Drive. $135,000. (928)680-6400.

15” SYDHILL WESTERN SADDLE. Brand 
new, $2,800. Will sell for $1,400. Suede seat, 
Herman oak leather. 264-6720. 

RESPORT HAS A GREAT SELECTION of 
gently used skis, snowboards, apparel and 
accessories for all your winter sporting needs! 
100 Country Center Drive, Suite E. Monday- 
Saturday, 10a.m.-6p.m. 731-6900.

ESKIMO GAS ICE AUGER with sled and all 
accessories, $200. Never used. Minnkota 
electric trolling motor, never used, $300. 
Ray, 731-1456

LOVE CHOCOLATE? EAT 3 pieces/ day of 
the most powerful, health promoting, decadent 
chocolate ever produced and take control of 
your life. The perfect gift for yourself and loved 
ones. Bridget, (970)946-1941.

2007 SUZUKI RMZ 450, $5,500 OBO. 264-
6965.

WE BUY ANTLERS: off elk or deer. Small 
pieces (greater than 4”), broken antlers, all 
grades. NO dirty, infected, oily, painted or 
chalky antler. Also selling ’09  alfalfa- grass 
horse- quality 1,000 pound round bales, 
$65 to $75/ bale. South Fork, call Rich at 
(719)657-0942.

ARE YOU “DOWNSIZING” YOUR living 
style? Call us first! We are actively searching 
for and purchasing fine antiques, collectibles, 
unusual items- just about anything not new. 
Many years experience! Call us before you 
garage sale- you’ll be glad you did. We pay 
more! Call Lisa at 946-0124.

PAWS, FEATHERS, FINS & FRIENDS PET 
SITTING SERVICE. Boarding, house/ pet 
sitting, in-home visits, bonded & insured. THE 
PAMPERED PET, LARGE AND SMALL, WE 
CARE FOR THEM ALL! (970)731-8900.Sell it

in the classifieds
Cars • Bikes • Houses • Land • Saddles • Hay • Goats 

Horses • Boats • Tools • Furniture • You name it! 

To place your classified ad, call
(970) 264-2100

If you or someone you know 
might be at risk of suicide, 

there is help. 
Call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 

at 1-800-273-8255, text a crisis counselor at 741741 
or visit suicidepreventionlifeline.org.

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service 
you and your family through providing quality in our 
work, and being timely and efficient. 
Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing 
water. Water mixed with the normal environments 
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding 
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 
system installations and repairs as well as moisture 
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER 
RESTORATION  

FLOOD MITIGATION
CRAWLSPACE 
INSPECTIONS/

WORK
Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor 
Removal

MountainMenDM.com • mail@mountainmendm.com 

Pipes froze and flooded your home? 
Call us for 24/7 Emergency Response

Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

A1 Taxi
970-585-4903

Fully licensed and insured! 
Smoke-free vehicles!

Local discount system- just ask! 
8am-8pm daily or by appointment!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

Reliability 
Matters!

Courtesy 
Counts!
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n See Calendar on next page

phone number and the days you 
want to cancel. 

Texting services are available for 
dine-in meal reservations, Grab-
n-Go meals and Meals on Wheels 
recipients.

Supporting ASI
Please support our ongoing 

operations and programming that 
provide critical services to some of 

the most vulnerable in Archuleta 
County. 

You may mail your donation to 
P.O. Box 3444, Pagosa Springs, CO 
81147 or please visit our website, 
http://www.psseniors.org/ (dona-
tion button). Donation checks can 
be written to: Archuleta Seniors 
Inc. We are located at 451 Hot 
Springs Blvd. For more informa-
tion about Archuleta Seniors Inc., 
please visit http://www.psseniors.
org/.

Senior
n continued from page 18

Preview Calendar
All events listed in The PREVIEW 

Calendar are free of charge unless 
otherwise noted. 

Thursday, Feb. 1
Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., 

Sisson Library. Ruby’s Writers 
Guild will welcome writers who are 
looking for opportunities, support 
and camaraderie with other writ-
ers. Members will provide support, 
resources and guidance for each 
other. 

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center. 
Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15 

p.m., Senior Center. No experi-
ence is necessary, so come willing 
to learn.

T’ai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30, Senior Cen-
ter. Free for those 60 and better.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, etc. 
Bring your device charger. We 
provide assistance with accessing 
any of the library’s online resources. 
Call (970) 264-2209 for more infor-
mation. 

Dungeons and Dragons. 4-5:30 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Join the adventure. 
Preregistration is required because 
space is limited. Contact Josie@
pagosalibrary.org to join. 

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 
students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced 
students from 6-7 p.m. 

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult Learn-
ing Services, or PALS, can help you 
with high school equivalency, GED, 
college prep, financial aid, tutoring 
and more. Mark can help you de-
velop a plan to achieve your educa-
tion goals. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information.

San Juan Stargazers Astronomy 
Club Meeting. 7 p.m., Commu-
nity United Methodist Church, 434 
Lewis St. There will be a social hour 
starting at 6 p.m. At 7 p.m., eclipse 
Q&A and video presentation on 
Mercury by Dr. Sabine Stanley.

Friday, Feb. 2
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Teen/Tween Hangout. 2-3 p.m., Sis-
son Library. The library is setting 
aside the large meeting room and 
some of the computers for teens 
and tweens to use and spend time 
with friends.

Gaming. 3-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
For all ages. Enjoy video gaming 
on the Xbox with all of your friends 
and family. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa versus Ig-
nacio. 

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs High 
School. Pagosa versus Ignacio. 

Saturday, Feb. 3
Pagosa Peak Genealogical Society. 

10 a.m., Community United Meth-
odist Church, 434 Lewis St. The 
business meeting will be followed 
by the presentation of a video about 
artificial intelligence and genealogi-
cal research.

LEGO Club. 11 a.m.-noon, Sisson 
Library. For kids 6-12 years old. We 
have the LEGO bricks, all you need 
to bring is your imagination. Contact 
the library at (970) 264-2209 for 
further information.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Basket-
ball. 2:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs High 
School. Pagosa versus Alamosa. 

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 4 p.m., Pagosa Springs High 
School. Pagosa versus Alamosa.

Monday, Feb. 5
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Women’s Fellowship. 9-11 a.m., 
John Paul II Catholic Church class-
rooms.

Wolf Creek Christian Writers Net-
work-Critique Groups. 9-11 a.m., 
Grace in Pagosa Community Room, 
1044 Park Ave. A meeting to fellow-
ship, inspire, encourage, critique 
and study the practice of writing.

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m., 
Senior Center.

Learn to Knit or Crochet. 2-3:15 p.m., 

Sisson Library. Learn to knit or cro-
chet. For ages 8 and up. Supplies 
are provided.

Healthy Aging and Yoga Therapy 
Class. 2:30-3:30 p.m., Senior 
Center.

Shakespeare Read-Aloud Club. 
3:30-5 p.m., Sisson Library. Call 

Jenny at (240) 426-7887 for more 
information. 

Tween/Teen Art Camp. 4-5 p.m., Sis-
son Library. Registration required. 
Art classes for tween and teens. 
Each month will explore a different 
style or medium.

Pagosa Unplugged. 4-6 p.m., Sisson 

Library. Musicians of all abilities are 
invited to jam and sing with others. 
Call Susan at (970) 946-3396 for 
details.

Deepening the Faith Classes. 6-7 
p.m., John Paul II Catholic Church 
classrooms.
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341 Harman Park, Pagosa Springs

970-628-0607
allstoragepagosa.com
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Tuesday, Feb. 6
Tech Time. 10 a.m.-noon, Sisson 

Library. Basic questions related to 
computers, smartphones, tablets, 
etc. Bring your device charger. 
We provide assistance with ac-
cessing any of the library’s online 
resources. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist 
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your 
current stitching project and a 
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy 
the fellowship of other stitchers. All 
are welcome.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center. 
Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Avalanche Awareness. 2-3:30 p.m. 

Matt Huber will share about what 
to know, what to bring and how to 
stay alive in the mountains during 
snow season.

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 
students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced 

Preview Calendar
students from 6-7 p.m.

Conversational Spanish. 4:30-5:30 
p.m., Sisson Library. Practice your 
Spanish conversation skills in a 
group setting. No minimum skill 
level required.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services, or PALS, can 
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial 
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can 
help you develop a plan to achieve 
your education goals. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

Wednesday, Feb. 7
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Pickleball Beginner Lessons. 8:30-
10:30 a.m., Community Center. 
Loaner paddles are available. 
Reservations are required and can 
be made at pagosapickleball.org 
under the “Play” tab.

Pagosa Catholic Quilters. 9 a.m.-2 
p.m., John Paul II Catholic Church 
classrooms. For more information, 
contact Maxine Everaert at quil-
ters@ihmjp2.org. 

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson 
Library. Join us for an educational 

n continued from previous page

n See Calendar on next page
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Half Page Ad
Buy One, Get One FREE!

For the month of February only, purchase a 1/2 page ad 
in The Pagosa Springs SUN or PREVIEW, get the second week FREE! 

Requirements: A minimum of 2 half-page ads must run in February 1 through 29, 2024 editions. 
Must be the same ad for both insertions, runs do not need to be consecutive. Business’ main office must be located in Archuleta County. 

Offer not available for color ads. Limited to the first 10 advertisers. 

Publishing Visitor Guides in Pagosa Springs for over 30 years
Publishing the Official Newspaper of Archuleta County since 1909

It’s the Best Deal of the Year. 
What Are You Waiting For?

Call your friendly, knowledgeable and experienced advertising 
representatives to reserve your advertising space today.

970.264.2100

Upgrade to 
include our 
website for 

the month of 
February 
only $50

662 Park Avenue  •  beehivehomesnm.com • 970-731-3340

Embrace a lifestyle where tranquility meets assistance. 
Our assisted living community is designed for your well-being.

Our compassionate staff will quickly become your extended family.
Serene surroundings for peace of mind and culinary delights served daily.

Explore the warmth of BeeHive Homes and schedule a tour now!
Call (970) 398-0666 and make your home with us, 

your journey to comfortable living begins here!

Your Haven of 
Comfort & Care.

hour of reading, singing and free 
play while building early literacy skills 
together. For all ages. Call (970) 264-
2209 for more information.

Therapy Dog Visit. 11-11:45 a.m. 
Stop by and visit with a certified 
therapy dog.

Strategize Change in Your Life in 
2024. 1-2:15 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Registration required. Learn proven 
techniques to identify and change 
unwanted behaviors.

New Basic Quilting Class. 1-3 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Registration is 
required.

Mindful Drawing. 1:15 p.m., Senior 
Center.

Elementary Tutoring. 3:30-4:30 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Build essential 
skills in core subjects. Registration 
required. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information.

ABLAZE High School Youth Group. 
6-8 p.m., John Paul II Catholic 
Church. Dinner provided. 

Thursday, Feb. 8
Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-

son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild will 
welcome writers who are looking for 
opportunities, support and camara-
derie with other writers. Members 
will provide support, resources and 
guidance for each other. 

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center. 
Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15 

p.m., Senior Center. No experi-
ence is necessary, so come willing 
to learn.

T’ai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30, Senior Cen-
ter. Free for those 60 and better.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, etc. 
Bring your device charger. We 
provide assistance with accessing 
any of the library’s online resourc-
es. Call (970) 264-2209 for more 
information. 

Teen Violence Dating Workshop. 4-5 
p.m., Sission Library. Rise Above 
Violence will lead a “Love Shouldn’t 
Hurt” dating violence workshop for 
teens in honor of Teen Violence 
Awareness Month. This class will 
provide advice on how to deal with 
and avoid violence in teen relation-
ships.

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 
students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced 
students from 6-7 p.m. 

Great Stories Club. 5:30-8 p.m., 

Pagosa Community Initiative stu-
dio.Teens are invited to discuss the 
book “American Street” by Ibi Zoboi 
and create art based on the book. 
Pizza and beverages will be served 
at this free event, and everyone will 
come away with a free copy of the 
book. Registration is required.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services, or PALS, can 
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial 
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can 
help you develop a plan to achieve 
your education goals. Call (970) 

Preview Calendar
n continued from previous page 264-2209 for more information.

Virtual Author Talk: Tessa Bailey. 6 
p.m., virtual. Listen live or recorded. 
Featuring rom-com author Tessa 
Bailey. For details and to register, 
go to https://libraryc.org/pagosali-
brary/upcoming.

n See Calendar on next page



Community 
news.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
264-2100

Thursday, February 1, 2024 – The Pagosa Springs SUN – PREVIEW – Section 1 – Page 23

Classifieds 264-2100264-2100
 Office Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

The Pagosa Springs SUN – Thursday, February 1, 2024 – PREVIEW – Section 1 – Page 27

PERSONALS
FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP.  24-hour 
domestic violence and sexual assault helpline. 
(970) 264-9075.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BEFORE TAKING ANOTHER BITE of lead 
and cadmium (heavy metals) in chocolate 
(and cocoa), please research this, especially 
for children.

PAGOSA AA: M-W-F 5:30P.M.; Sunday 
10a.m, Tuesday and Thursday at noon, 
Saturday at 10a.m.. Zoom Sunday 10a.m., 
ID 858 319 763, password 754 234, 315 N. 
2nd St., County Road 200 (.2 miles off 160). 
Information, call Kathi (970)946-1482, or 
Central Office (888)333-9649.

PERSONALS ANNOUNCEMENTS BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY GARAGE SALES HELP WANTED

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

Think Hair
Think Elizabeth

970-903-5152

Start @ $97

50% OFF 
SALE 

Pre-Retirement 
Inventory Reduction

Framed Art
Unframed Art
Photo Frames

Accessories
Jewelry

Ready-made Frames

ART & FRAMING CENTER 
next to City Market

Mon-Fri 10-4, Sat 10-2

References and 
Reviews online 
at Rover.com

Loving Dog Care 
by Leslie N.
Find me on Rover.com 
using zip code 81147
D Boarding  D Day care
D Drop ins D House sitting

I’m Jack, an independent chubby 46 lb., 
7-year-old Ridgeback mix fellow who loves 
to go on long hikes. I’m great on a harnessed 
walk, and would make a wonderful buddy to 
stroll through the woods and take in nature’s 
beauty.
 Call the Shelter (970)731-4771 to apply.

I’m Marinara, a sweet laid back 7-month-old 
girl who is good with other cats, dogs and even 
kids! I’d be a great companion for any family, 
so come and meet me, and let’s see if I would 
make the perfect addition to your family.  
Call the Shelter (970)731-4771 to apply.

Email us at  
classads@pagosasun.com to  

submit your classified.  
PagosaSUN.com
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Thursday, Feb. 8
Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-

son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild will 
welcome writers who are looking for 
opportunities, support and camara-
derie with other writers. Members 
will provide support, resources and 
guidance for each other. 

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center. 
Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15 

p.m., Senior Center. No experi-
ence is necessary, so come willing 
to learn.

T’ai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30, Senior Cen-
ter. Free for those 60 and better.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, etc. 
Bring your device charger. We 
provide assistance with accessing 
any of the library’s online resourc-
es. Call (970) 264-2209 for more 
information. 

Teen Violence Dating Workshop. 4-5 
p.m., Sission Library. Rise Above 
Violence will lead a “Love Shouldn’t 
Hurt” dating violence workshop for 
teens in honor of Teen Violence 
Awareness Month. This class will 
provide advice on how to deal with 
and avoid violence in teen relation-

ships.
English as a Second Language. 4-7 

p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 
students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced 
students from 6-7 p.m. 

Great Stories Club. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Pagosa Community Initiative stu-
dio.Teens are invited to discuss the 
book “American Street” by Ibi Zoboi 
and create art based on the book. 
Pizza and beverages will be served 
at this free event, and everyone will 
come away with a free copy of the 
book. Registration is required.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services, or PALS, can 
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial 
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can 
help you develop a plan to achieve 
your education goals. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

Virtual Author Talk: Tessa Bailey. 6 
p.m., virtual. Listen live or recorded. 
Featuring rom-com author Tessa 

Bailey. For details and to register, 
go to https://libraryc.org/pagosali-
brary/upcoming.

Friday, Feb. 9
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Bingo. 1:15-2:30 p.m., Senior Center. 
Free. Those under 18 must have an 
adult chaperone. For more informa-
tion, contact (970) 264-2167.

Free Legal Clinic. 2-3 p.m., Sisson 
Library. Meet with a volunteer civil 
attorney via Zoom at the library. 
Registration required. Registra-
tion opens on the first day of each 
month. Space is limited. Call (970) 
264-2209 or email ruby@pagosali-
brary.com.

Craftapalooza. 2-3:30 p.m., Sisson 
Library. Create a variety of crafts for 
all ages. Several different craft sta-
tions will be set up. Stop by anytime 
during the program.

Booster Club Basket Silent Auc-
tion. 4 p.m., Pagosa Springs High 
School. Bid on awesome and 
unique baskets of diverse themes 
full of amazing goodies created by 
each high school teams’ families. 
The silent auction will end during 

halftime of the varsity boys’ game.
Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-

ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa versus Bay-
field. 

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa versus Bay-
field.

Saturday, Feb. 10
Cabin Fever Book Sale. 9 a.m.-3 

p.m., Sission Library. Friends of 
the Library are hosting their first 
book sale of the year. These book 
sales are a superb opportunity for 
you to purchase books for yourself 
and your family and as gifts at 
remarkably low prices while also 
benefiting your library. Friends 
members, teachers, nurses and 
first responders enjoy “buy one, 
get one free” with proof of member-
ship or employment. To learn about 
becoming a Friend or to renew your 
membership, stop by your library or 
go to friends@pagosalibrary.org.

Chess Club. 9:30-11:30 a.m., Sisson 
Library. Learn how to play chess 
with quick lessons and game time 
or practice your skills. All ages and 
abilities are welcome.

Pagosa Springs Scrapbooking 
Club. 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Senior Cen-
ter dining room. Bring your scrap-
booking projects or any crafting 
project you may want to work on 
with the group.

Knitters Circle. 1-3 p.m., Sisson 
Library. Join new or experienced 
knitters to get help with your project, 
or sit and knit.

Sunday, Feb. 11
Rotary Super Bowl Party. 3-8 p.m., 

Tennyson Building Event Center, 
197 Navajo Trail Drive. The doors 
open at 3 p.m. Kickoff is at 4:30 
p.m. Betting squares ends at 4:15 
p.m. Tickets are $25 per person 
and available online at pago-
saspringsrotary.org or in person 
with cash or check at The Choke 
Cherry Tree. There will be food, 
prizes and a cash bar.
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Classifieds 264-2100264-2100
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THE PAGOSA SPRINGS AREA TOURISM 
BOARD has funds available for 2024 Events 
and Infrastructure projects. Please email Becky 
Engel at coordinator@visitpagosasprings.com 
for an application. Funds are limited. Deadline 
to apply for the first round of funding is 2/14/24.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alco-
holics Anonymous meets Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 5:30-6:30p.m. at the Restoration 
Fellowship Church, 264 Village Drive. Ques-
tions? Contact Richard at (970)903-1456 or 
Diamond at (970)264-1073. More resources at 
www.aa.org, www.aa-westerncolorado.com, 
(970)245-9649, or (888)333-9649 (24 hours).

SERVICES WANTED
ERRAND BUNNY TO HELP with any and all 
errands. Available for a wide range of business 
or personal tasks. Email: errandbunnyps@
gmail.com or call (970)903-6715.

SERVICES
BAZ THE HANDYMAN PAGOSA Springs is 
your one stop shop for wide range of home 
maintenance and repair solutions. Just call 
Baz (480)433-1776.

CALL BRYCE’S CONSTRUCTION for your 
next bathroom remodel, tile job, or handyman 
odd job. No job too big or small, no grout about 
it! (309)714-4004.

CHOICE CLEANING, LLC. Commercial, 
STR/LTR, post construction and move outs. 
Licensed and insured.  Call (970)507-1399.

CLEANING WITH ATTENTION TO DETAILS. 
Residential and commercial. Please call Julie 
(970)946-8229.

CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS. Remod-
el, Repair, New. Home, business, space 
improvement, simple fix-it. Clean up, snow 
removal, interior, exterior, paint, water seal 
decks, insulated windows, kitchens, baths, tile 
flooring, roof repair. Professional, responsible, 
20 years in area, references. Happy to help. 
Any project small or large. (970)317-9280.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING. Reasonable 
prices. Linda Lerno, (970)731-5173.

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR HOUSE painting 
and staining. Kitchens, bathrooms, decks, 
granite countertops and more. Call Josh 
Soniat (970)903-5892.

KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing 
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don’t trap 
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident. 
Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable 
and reliable. (970)946-2061.

METAL ROOF REPAIR, TIGHTENING or 
replacing. Chimney cleaning, chimney repair. 
Replacement or new chimney installs. Call 
(970)731-4585 office, or (970)946-1275.

MINT ROOFING-ROOF SNOW REMOVAL & 
ICE DAM MITIGATION Contact Mint Roofing 
at (970)426-5255.

ANNOUNCEMENTS SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

JD's Cool 
Water Heating

Sales, Service & Repair
Boilers & 

Tank-less Water Heaters
27 years in Pagosa Springs • (970) 946-3989

Colorado License PC0001348, Insured

TURN A JOB

TO DO INTO

A JOB WELL

DONE

Pagosa 

Construction Services

Call (970) 749-4252
Licensed & Insured  •  20+ Years Experience 

Remodels including Kitchen & Bath
Siding • Decking • Drywall • Painting

No Job Too Small

Snow 
Removal!

Excavation • Dirt Work  
Asphalt Driveways • Foundations • Ponds • Septic Systems

Skid Steer • Mini Excavator 
Seven-ton Dump Truck

Free Estimates

Call Josh at 970-903-5892 
Serving Pagosa Springs, Arboles & Chromo

Contracts, Leases, Wills & Trusts
Formation, Securities & Employment

FSBO, Landlord/Tenant & Property Management
MED, Hemp & FDA Compliance

Copyrights & Trademarks

Local Real Estate, Business 
& Estate Planning Attorney

To schedule your free 
consultation, email 

alex@buscherlaw.com
970-335-9098 

422 Pagosa Street, 
Suite 10

www.buscherlaw.com

We can facilitate all your maintenance or remodeling needs - Kitchen, bath, decks & plumbing
Project/renovation ManageMent  — Architecture, permitting, engineering & interior design 

High Meadows Properties, LLC
A Premier Property Management Company Since 2003

For a more complete list of services and testimonials, go to www.HighMeadowsProperties.com

Home Renovation 
Maintenance & Security Checks

Call today (970) 403-2263

Feel the warmthFeel the warmth

Custom installation & finish work 

Chase caps
Snow splitters

Pagosa Peak 
Custom Fireplaces
1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:
(970) 264-2006
www.pagosafireplaces.com

Wood & Gas 
Burning 

Fireplaces 
& Stoves

Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth 
Isokern • FMI
Enviro Pellet 

Stoves

WINTER SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH 

FREE!

970-731-0007
PagosaSpringsStorage.com

All sizes of storage units 
and container storage

available

New Construction
Remodeling • Houses
Garages • Barns • Decks
Licensed, insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

Call Rick 
(970) 946-1737

Call Dan • (970) 582-0006

FIRE & ICE

FIREWOOD
Snow Removal

Master Craftsman
Handyman Services
Remodeling Specialist
Kitchens • Baths
Decks • Basements
Interior Trim • Painting
Exterior Siding Installation
Concrete Work • and more
Large & Small Repair Work
Steve
(970) 946-3356

Blueprints
Have your plans drawn now.

Don’t wait! 
Be ready to start your house, 
barn, garage or deck on time.

Call Rick 
946-1737

Stone & Tile 
Works 

Over 25 years of expertise in 
stone and tile installation. 

Leaky shower? We can fix that too! 
Visit tilestoneworks.com 

or call 720-422-6652CUSTOM
HOMES

Detail Oriented, Trustworthy & Reliable Cleaners
For All Your Housekeeping & Window Cleaning Needs

Find us on Google & Facebook

Text/call Kim  (970) 946-6446

The Water 
Runner
Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery

Cistern Deep Cleaning
(970) 731-5022

Chadd Carnley, owner

You call,
we haul!
Since 1999
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THE PAGOSA SPRINGS AREA TOURISM 
BOARD has funds available for 2024 Events 
and Infrastructure projects. Please email Becky 
Engel at coordinator@visitpagosasprings.com 
for an application. Funds are limited. Deadline 
to apply for the first round of funding is 2/14/24.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alco-
holics Anonymous meets Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 5:30-6:30p.m. at the Restoration 
Fellowship Church, 264 Village Drive. Ques-
tions? Contact Richard at (970)903-1456 or 
Diamond at (970)264-1073. More resources at 
www.aa.org, www.aa-westerncolorado.com, 
(970)245-9649, or (888)333-9649 (24 hours).

SERVICES WANTED
ERRAND BUNNY TO HELP with any and all 
errands. Available for a wide range of business 
or personal tasks. Email: errandbunnyps@
gmail.com or call (970)903-6715.

SERVICES
BAZ THE HANDYMAN PAGOSA Springs is 
your one stop shop for wide range of home 
maintenance and repair solutions. Just call 
Baz (480)433-1776.

CALL BRYCE’S CONSTRUCTION for your 
next bathroom remodel, tile job, or handyman 
odd job. No job too big or small, no grout about 
it! (309)714-4004.

CHOICE CLEANING, LLC. Commercial, 
STR/LTR, post construction and move outs. 
Licensed and insured.  Call (970)507-1399.

CLEANING WITH ATTENTION TO DETAILS. 
Residential and commercial. Please call Julie 
(970)946-8229.

CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS. Remod-
el, Repair, New. Home, business, space 
improvement, simple fix-it. Clean up, snow 
removal, interior, exterior, paint, water seal 
decks, insulated windows, kitchens, baths, tile 
flooring, roof repair. Professional, responsible, 
20 years in area, references. Happy to help. 
Any project small or large. (970)317-9280.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING. Reasonable 
prices. Linda Lerno, (970)731-5173.

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR HOUSE painting 
and staining. Kitchens, bathrooms, decks, 
granite countertops and more. Call Josh 
Soniat (970)903-5892.

KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing 
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don’t trap 
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident. 
Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable 
and reliable. (970)946-2061.

METAL ROOF REPAIR, TIGHTENING or 
replacing. Chimney cleaning, chimney repair. 
Replacement or new chimney installs. Call 
(970)731-4585 office, or (970)946-1275.

MINT ROOFING-ROOF SNOW REMOVAL & 
ICE DAM MITIGATION Contact Mint Roofing 
at (970)426-5255.

ANNOUNCEMENTS SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

JD's Cool 
Water Heating

Sales, Service & Repair
Boilers & 

Tank-less Water Heaters
27 years in Pagosa Springs • (970) 946-3989

Colorado License PC0001348, Insured

TURN A JOB

TO DO INTO

A JOB WELL

DONE

Pagosa 

Construction Services

Call (970) 749-4252
Licensed & Insured  •  20+ Years Experience 

Remodels including Kitchen & Bath
Siding • Decking • Drywall • Painting

No Job Too Small

Snow 
Removal!

Excavation • Dirt Work  
Asphalt Driveways • Foundations • Ponds • Septic Systems

Skid Steer • Mini Excavator 
Seven-ton Dump Truck

Free Estimates

Call Josh at 970-903-5892 
Serving Pagosa Springs, Arboles & Chromo

Contracts, Leases, Wills & Trusts
Formation, Securities & Employment

FSBO, Landlord/Tenant & Property Management
MED, Hemp & FDA Compliance

Copyrights & Trademarks

Local Real Estate, Business 
& Estate Planning Attorney

To schedule your free 
consultation, email 

alex@buscherlaw.com
970-335-9098 

422 Pagosa Street, 
Suite 10

www.buscherlaw.com

We can facilitate all your maintenance or remodeling needs - Kitchen, bath, decks & plumbing
Project/renovation ManageMent  — Architecture, permitting, engineering & interior design 

High Meadows Properties, LLC
A Premier Property Management Company Since 2003

For a more complete list of services and testimonials, go to www.HighMeadowsProperties.com

Home Renovation 
Maintenance & Security Checks

Call today (970) 403-2263

Feel the warmthFeel the warmth

Custom installation & finish work 

Chase caps
Snow splitters

Pagosa Peak 
Custom Fireplaces
1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:
(970) 264-2006
www.pagosafireplaces.com

Wood & Gas 
Burning 

Fireplaces 
& Stoves

Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth 
Isokern • FMI
Enviro Pellet 

Stoves

WINTER SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH 

FREE!

970-731-0007
PagosaSpringsStorage.com

All sizes of storage units 
and container storage

available

New Construction
Remodeling • Houses
Garages • Barns • Decks
Licensed, insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

Call Rick 
(970) 946-1737

Call Dan • (970) 582-0006

FIRE & ICE

FIREWOOD
Snow Removal

Master Craftsman
Handyman Services
Remodeling Specialist
Kitchens • Baths
Decks • Basements
Interior Trim • Painting
Exterior Siding Installation
Concrete Work • and more
Large & Small Repair Work
Steve
(970) 946-3356

Blueprints
Have your plans drawn now.

Don’t wait! 
Be ready to start your house, 
barn, garage or deck on time.

Call Rick 
946-1737

Stone & Tile 
Works 

Over 25 years of expertise in 
stone and tile installation. 

Leaky shower? We can fix that too! 
Visit tilestoneworks.com 

or call 720-422-6652CUSTOM
HOMES

Detail Oriented, Trustworthy & Reliable Cleaners
For All Your Housekeeping & Window Cleaning Needs

Find us on Google & Facebook

Text/call Kim  (970) 946-6446

The Water 
Runner
Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery

Cistern Deep Cleaning
(970) 731-5022

Chadd Carnley, owner

You call,
we haul!
Since 1999
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264-2100

PAGOSA SPARKLES, LLC. Group of high 
standard cleaners, reliable, trustworthy and 
affordable. Window cleaning also available. 
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.

PREMIUM PEAK CLEANING. Local. Reli-
able. Detailed. Call (970)902-3145.

PROFESSIONAL SNOW REMOVAL. - Resi-
dential and Commercial. Fully insured. Shovel 
and salt upon request. Call now for quote. 
(970)946-4450.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE/ HOME CARE 
checks, providing snow removal, landscaping, 
handyman services. Call Eric (970)946-2061.

RESIDENTIAL SNOW REMOVAL. Drive-
ways, walkways, patios/porches, roof raking, 
berm removal. Call Clarks’ Custom Landscap-
ing (505)709-8579 or email clarkscustomland-
scape@gmail.com. Licensed and insured.

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25 
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden 
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual. 
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted with no fee. 
Closets and hallways always free.

ROOF REPAIRS, LEAKS, RESCREWS, 
INSPECTIONS.  35+ years experience. Call 
Jeff at Blair Roofing. (970)903-6556.

ROOF RESCREWING, CHIMNEY CLEAN-
ING, roof repairs, dryer vent cleaning, valley 
repairs. Arlie’s Chimney Sweep. (970)731-
2543.

SENIOR COMPANION/CARE-ASSIST Ser-
vices in Pagosa Springs. Services include a 
wide range of tasks. Call for questions and 
pricing at (970)325-3585.

SKID STEER EXCAVATOR, DUMP trailer for 
hire. Driveways, foundations, gravel, septic 
systems, etc. Call Josh Soniat (970)903-5892.

TANKLESS/ON DEMAND WATER HEAT-
ERS. Largest inventory in the area, including 
replacement parts. Same day Installation 
and service in most cases. We are the only 
company that extends the parts & labor 
warranty from 1 year to 5 years. VAIL HOME 
SERVICES, (760)835-1041.

TREE REMOVAL. Licensed and insured up 
to $2 million. Free estimates. No obligations. 
Call OR text (970)903-8068.

WE HAUL. WE WILL haul off anything but 
your marijuana or your mother- in- law. No job 
too big or too small. We also move buildings. 
We don’t haul pigs. Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

WELDER- 20 YEARS PIPE and structural 
certified, guaranteed work, custom fabrication, 
handrails, gates, repairs, fully equipped mobile 
welding rig ready to bring the shop to you. Call 
Sean (970)946-0385.

HEALTH
HOT SPRINGS HEALERS. Sessions at 
hot springs! Also, cranial sacral, bodywork, 
massage. Serving Pagosa 27 years, Dr. Dean 
and Amanda, (970)844-0645, (970)903-5309.

HELP WANTED
BANK OF COLORADO is seeking to hire a 
Teller/New Accounts. Performs regular teller 
duties, answering phones to assist customers 
with balances and transfers, and various ac-
count maintenance. Bank of Colorado offers 
PTO, health vision and dental insurance, and 
a 401K plan. Must be willing to work rotating 
Saturdays and have a flexible schedule to 
either open or close. To apply visit www.
bankofcolorado.com/careers.

DENTAL ASSISTANT WANTED. We will train 
you. We work hard and make a great living 
serving our patients. We are blessed to have 
weekends and holidays off. Beautiful facility, 
modern equipment, excellent pay, Get the 
satisfaction of helping people! E-mail resume 
to PagosaSmiles@yahoo.com.

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 
(ESL) INSTRUCTOR. Part-time, Ruby Sisson 
Library. T/Th 4-7 p.m. Send letter of interest 
and resume to meg@pagosalibrary.org.

GENERAL LABORER NEEDED - Asst. 
duties. Please send job history or resume to 
frontdesk@pagosalandcompany.com,
phone (970)264-5000.

HIRING AN EXPERIENCED CONSTRUC-
TION SUPERVISOR. Ideal candidates would 
be experienced in residential and commercial 
excavation- be comfortable reading plans and 
grade stakes. Top pay,  DOE. Call (970)946-
3966.

HYGIENIST WANTED. Come help us serve 
our patients! We are blessed to have family 
oriented hours with weekends and holidays 
off, great pay (Could you make $60/hr?), 401K 
& bonuses in a beautiful facility. Colorado den-
tal hygiene license required. E-mail resume 
to PagosaSmiles@yahoo.com or drop it off.

IMMEDIATE OPENING FOR CDL DRIVER 
Experience in forestry equipment helpful. 
Must pass drug test. Local driving only. Please 
send your resume to frontdesk@pagosaland-
company.com.

INTEGRATED WALLWORKS IS SEEKING 
HELP for local projects. We are hiring Plas-
terers, Lathers, Laborers, & Masons. Would 
consider applicants with light carpentry 
experience as well. Excellent Pay based 
on experience. Please send applications to 
integratedwallworksjobs@gmail.com.

OWNERS, THERE IS A LONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We 
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need 
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest 
commission and highest customer service. 
All you have to do is wait for your rent check 
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain 
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.

MOUNTAIN SPIRITS IS SEEKING custom-
er service associates. Must be available 
nights and weekends. We offer $16 p/h to 
start, accrued vacation/personal time, per-
formance-based bonuses twice a year, and 
employee discounts. Please apply in person.

SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

PAGOSA SECURE 
STORAGE

80 Bastille Dr. • 970-731-8599
 Storage units & parking spots

Special rates available
pagosaspringsrealty.com 

REMODELING
NEW ADDITIONS

COMMERCIAL
RG BANK is looking for a 

DEPOSIT MANAGER 
for their 

Pagosa Springs Branch
 

RG BANK is growing and evolving to better meet the needs of 
our customers and the communities we serve.  This is a great 

opportunity for the right candidate to help build a new, dynamic 
position while joining a community bank that puts customers 

first and is proud to support the communities we serve. 
 

For the full description and an application, visit:  
https://rgbank.bank/careers/

Equal Housing Lender.  Member FDIC.

Terry’s ACE  • 525 Navajo Trail Dr. • 970-731-4022

TERRY’S COLORADO HOME 
SUPPLY AND ACE HARDWARE IS 

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR A 
PURCHASING AGENT/BUYER

Job duties include attending trade shows, 
meeting with vendor representatives, purchasing 
merchandise for store sale in clothing, housewares, 
gift, furniture/décor, and creating seasonal product 
changes across many departments. 

Must have: Retail and/or office experience, high 
level computer proficiency, excellent communica-
tion skills, multi-task with ease. The ideal candidate 
is outgoing, creative, detail oriented, dependable, 

budget/deadline minded, team player. Valid driver’s 
license and occasional travel required. 

Start at $23+ per hour depending on experience.

Full-time benefits package included. Healthcare, 
Paid time off, Profit Share, Discounts, and more. 

Apply in person Monday – Friday. Applications on 
www.terrysace.com.

In-person hiring only.

Terry’s ACE  
525 Navajo 

Trail Dr.

NOW HIRING CASHIERS
• FT year-round and FT seasonal, 

starting at $17 per hour DOE.
• Proficient computer skills a must.
• Benefits include discounts, paid time 

off, profit sharing and more! 
• Weekends and holidays required.

• We are looking for reliable, motivated 
additions to our team to work in our 
fast-paced environment! 

• Apply in person. 
• Applications available on   

www.terrysace.com

WANTED
Drivers &

Office Help
Salary based on experience.
Bi monthly and Quarterly bonuses. 
Paid time off/401k match.
Plus tips. 
Please apply within. 

WJP/PRO
3505 W. Hwy. 160 
in the lobby of the Pagosa Lodge

CONTRACTOR SALES
Ponderosa Lumber is seeking 
a customer service oriented 
individual to assist contractors 
with purchasing building 
materials. Knowledge of 
building materials is necessary. 
Responsibilities include:

• Providing excellent customer 
service

• Completing required paperwork
• Providing product information
• Data Entry

Please apply in person at 

Ponderosa Lumber
2435 Eagle Drive or call (970) 731-4111
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NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a 
full-time cashier nights and weekends. Com-
petitive wages. Please apply in person at 30 
N. Pagosa Blvd.

PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time 
cashier. Please come and apply in person at 
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.

PAGOSA SPRINGS AREA ASSOCIATION 
OF REALTORS to hire an Association Execu-
tive.  Qualifications: self-starter, management 
skills, detail- oriented, organized, written and 
verbal professional communication skills, 
comfortable with public speaking, tech and 
social media savvy, confident creating and 
executing goals, a drive to learn and grow, 
enjoys travel, community minded. Starts at 
$52,000 per year with merit- based bonuses 
after six months, excellent vacation time, and 
extensive travel and training benefits. For a 
full job description and to send resume: blue@
janncpitcher.com.

PAGOSA THERAPEUTICS AND THE 
GREEN HOUSE are looking for friendly and 
enthusiastic people who are eager to share 
their knowledge and help customers navigate 
the wide world of cannabis. Must be 21 years 
of age. A Marijuana Enforcement Division 
badge is required to start work. Come join 
a growing company with opportunities for 
advancement and involvement in outreach 
events. Please email your resume to employ-
ment@jandjinc.net.

PHYSICAL THERAPY TECH. Rocky Moun-
tain Physical Therapy has an opening for a full 
time Physical Therapy Tech. We are looking 
for a dependable, energetic multitasker who 
will enjoy helping people recover from sur-
geries, injuries, accidents and other health 
issues to join our team. No prior experience 
necessary.  We offer competitive pay, $16-18 
per hour, and benefits including paid holidays, 
paid sick leave, 401k plan, and a profit sharing 
program. Please submit resume to RMPT, 35 
Mary Fisher Circle or email to rockymoun-
tainpt@yahoo.com

PONDEROSA LUMBER IS SEEKING a 
person for a yard associate/ driver position. 
Lumber experience and/or CDL license is a 
plus, but not necessary. Duties may include 
delivering loads to job sites, as well as helping 
customers in the yard, loading/ unloading 
trucks and providing inventory support. We 
offer competitive wages based on experience 
and a benefit package that includes Holiday 
Pay, Paid Time Off, 401(k) and Medical/
Dental insurance for full-time employees. 
Please apply in person at 2435 Eagle Drive 
in Pagosa Springs.

RISE ABOVE VIOLENCE is seeking a Youth 
Advocate for the advancement of our youth 
advocacy, outreach and education programs.  
Applicant must be proficient in Microsoft 
Office; have excellent public speaking and 
teaching skills; and, be a highly organized, 
independent worker.  Position is FT, 24-30 
hours per week, hourly pay starting at $20/hr 
DOE.  Benefits included.  Related experience 
in human services, education or other field 
appreciated but not required.  Rise is an equal 
opportunity employer where we celebrate 
diversity and are committed to inclusion.  
Visit www.riseaboveviolence.org for complete 
job description.  Email resume to marissa@
riseaboveviolence.org.

ROOF LABORER NEEDED with some con-
struction experience. Will train. $20-$25/ hour 
to start. (970)749-0830.

SMALL MOTEL AND RV PARK hiring 
part-time maintenance person. 20 hours per 
week. Pool and spa knowledge helpful but not 
required. Pay depending on experience. Call 
(970)731-5345 for more information.

SUBWAY IS HIRING. Enjoy working in a 
fun environment with a great team? Earn a 
strong hourly wage with tips while serving our 
wonderful community.  Apply online at subway.
com, or in person.

THE TOWN OF PAGOSA SPRINGS is seek-
ing to hire a dynamic professional Planning 
Manager in our Community Development 
department. This position requires an expe-
rienced planner who can focus on multiple 
priorities - the work week is never dull! Our 
public engagement link for proposed and 
current projects: https://mypagosa.org/. This 
position performs a variety of managerial, 
professional, and technical duties as need-
ed to plan, organize, direct, and coordinate 
the daily operation of the planning division.  
Oversees the development and implementa-
tion of comprehensive current and long-range 
master planning. Oversees the enforcement of 
town regulations and codes. This is a full-time 
position with benefits. For more information 
on the position and to apply, go to the Town’s 
website at www.pagosasprings.co.gov and 
select Employment.

THE TOWN OF PAGOSA SPRINGS is seek-
ing to hire a Streets Maintenance Tech in 
our Public Works Department. The individual 
selected for this position performs a variety 
of entry-level semi-skilled duties related to 
the construction, installation, maintenance, 
upkeep, and repair of town buildings, streets, 
cemeteries, sidewalks, and other Town 
infrastructure. This is a full-time position with 
benefits. For more information on the posi-
tion and to apply, go to the Town’s website 
at www.pagosasprings.co.gov and select 
Employment.

THE TOWN OF PAGOSA SPRINGS is 
seeking to hire an Equipment Operator I, 
II, or III in our Public Works Department. The 
individual selected for this position performs 
a variety of skilled and technical duties related 
to the construction, installation, maintenance, 
and repair of town streets, sidewalks, alleys, 
irrigation, geothermal water, and sewer 
systems. CDL is preferred but not required 
for the Equipment Operator I position. CDL is 
required for Equipment Operator II and III po-
sitions This is a full-time position with benefits. 
For more information on the position and to 
apply, go to the Town’s website at www.pa-
gosasprings.co.gov and select Employment.

TILE SETTERS AND LABORERS WANTED 
for high quality custom tile work. Experience 
is a plus, willing to train the right person. Pay 
will depend on experience. Please call Chris 
at (970)946-7804 or send resume to chrisry-
an-123@hotmail.com.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
MULTI USE 6,800 SQUARE BUILDING with 
business in prime location with high produc-
ing business .60 acre. lot $2,350,000. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.

PRIME LOCATION NEAR NAVAJO State 
Park. Gas station, liquor store, convenience 
store, restaurant, motel, post office. $1.7 
million. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta 
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

FOR SALE
AMAZING CABINETRY/ DOORS Custom 
design, highest quality, unlimited options. 
FREE consultation. (303)995-8833, www.
posirado.com.

DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $240 a cord. 
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfield. 
Gabe (970)403-2784.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine and aspen. Cut 
about 16” long, split. Delivered by longbed 
truckload (about 1 cord). Call (970)946-4450.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Split and delivered, 
two cords, $400. (970)317-4933.

FIREWOOD. One cord, split, delivered and 
stacked in the immediate Pagosa Springs 
area. Only $300. Call now, (970)903-0731.

FOR SALE. Gehl 362 mini excavator 2000. 
Thumb, Peter, side 5 cab tilt. 24” bucket. 
Recent rebuilt hydraulics. Too much to list. 
$13,500.(970)507-0240.

LIVE EDGE SLABS/ COUNTERTOPS Pond 
Pine 2.5” thick, 20”-26” w. 15’ long. DRY! Will 
fabricate or custom cut to specs: up to 40” 
wide. (303)995-8833 www.posirado.com.

NEED FIREWOOD?! Pine/Aspen mix $300 
a cord. Contact FIRE&ICE at (970)582-0006.

NEW 20’ CONTAINERS FOR SALE or rent. 
We deliver to homes or businesses. Pagosa 
Springs Storage (970)731-0007.

OUTDOOR VEHICLE STORAGE SPACES 
available. 16’, 20’, 25’, plus indoor 12’x20’. 
Winter specials starting at $60. Pagosa 
Springs Storage. Gated with security cameras. 
(970)749-1500.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for 
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded, 
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan 
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

SNOW BLOWER Yard Machine 2 Stage 
Residential 24” Snow blower, Tecumseh 8HP 
Engine, 6 speeds forward, 2 speeds reverse. 
Manual pull-start only, recently professionally 
tuned-up.  Located in PS - Cash only $175. 
(505)681-0431.

GARAGE SALES
BE SURE TO CHECK for more yard sales in 
the Too Late To Classify section.

PETS
ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop 
by or call (970)731-4771. You’ll be amazed 
at what we have to offer. www.humaneso-
ciety.biz.

AKC ROTTWEILER PUPPIES ready for their 
forever homes. One set of shots, puppy well 
check and micro-chipped, five female, one 
male. $1,500. Please call for more information, 
serious inquiries only. (970)507-1154.

DOGGY DAY CARE 81147.COM. Open 365 
days of the year! Full day and half day doggy 
day care and overnight boarding. Convenient-
ly located just 1 mile from downtown Pagosa. 
Call (970)264-9111.

FOR POOCH SAKES GROOMING. Appoint-
ments available with Kelly (303)819-2015. Mo-
bile appointments with Barb (970)903-1290.

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES. Ready to 
go. 1 male. 1 female. $600. Monte Vista. Call 
(719)992-1014.

LOVING DOG CARE BY LESLIE N.. Find me 
on Rover.com using zip code 81147. Boarding, 
day care, drop ins, house sitting. References 
and reviews online at Rover.com.

CARS FOR SALE
2012 SUBARU OUTBACK. Great Condition. 
Silver. 150,000 miles. Original Owner. $8,500. 
(970)946-7880.

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4 
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango. 
(970)385-7940.

VEHICLE FOR SALE. 1969 classic F250 
Custom Camper Special with custom engine 
rebuild. 58k original miles for $8900 OBO. Call 
for details. (310)245-0555.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
LARGE OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT Ground 
floor, store front office available. Lots of nat-
ural light. Open floor plan with two enclosed 
offices. Call us today at (970)731-4344 to 
schedule a tour! www.sunethaproperties.
com. Offering 1 month free rent on a 12 month 
lease. 1155 sq. ft. Office #2. Monthly Rent 
$1500, CAM Charges $527.84 monthly, Gas 
$43.89 Monthly. Total Monthly Rent $2071.73.

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE JANUARY 1 
Downtown Pagosa in the Metropolitan Hotel. 
250 square feet. $415 per month. Year lease. 
Call Jacque (970)946-7636.

OFFICE SPACE. 170 SF Downtown Met-
ropolitan Hotel. $270 per month. Utilities 
included. Broadband available. Call Jacque 
(970)946-7636.

OFFICE SPACE. 260 SF Downtown Metropol-
itan Hotel. Available Feb 1. $460 per month. 
Utilities included. Broadband available. Call 
Jacque (970)946-7636.

OFFICE UNIT FOR RENT. 262 Pagosa St. 
#101 in the Town Terrace Building. Main street 
location. 767 sq. ft. Bathroom and kitchenette 
included. $850, all utilities included. Call 
(970)946-9780.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering 
“Aspen Plaza ProSuites” These are Profes-
sional Office Suites available for Long Term 
or Short Term rental from 100 SF to 205 SF, 
priced from $264-$669/ month. We also offer 
Hourly, Daily, or other Membership options for 
even more flexibility. Also, Large Conference/ 
Event Room Available. Call (970)889-2022 for 
more information.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering 
Lewis St. Office Suites available from 238 
SF to 755 SF, and priced from $400 - $700/
mo. Excellent for a studio or professional 
office space. Call (970)889-2022 for more 
information.

SECOND FLOOR OFFICE SPACE 2nd floor 
office, #6B, 184 sq. ft. Utilities not included. 
Rent $395, Security Deposit, $395. Call us 
at (970)731-4344 to schedule a tour! www.
sunethaproperties.com.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED FOR SALE PETS



Thursday, February 1, 2024 – The Pagosa Springs SUN – PREVIEW – Section 1 – Page 27

Classifieds 264-2100264-2100
 Office Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

The Pagosa Springs SUN – Thursday, February 1, 2024 – PREVIEW – Section 1 – Page 31

WINDOW FRONT OFFICE SPACE Ground 
floor, window front office #6A. 264 sq. ft. Utili-
ties not included. Rent $450, Security Deposit 
$450. Call us at (970)731-4344 to schedule a 
tour! www.sunethaproperties.com.

HOMES FOR RENT
3 BEDROOM, 2.25 BATH, 2-car garage, 
3,348 sq. ft. beautiful home on remote 35 
acres. $4,500/ month. TP-2 Team Pagosa 
(970)731-8599, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

AMAZING FURNISHED 3 BEDROOM, 2 
bath home that sits on 35 private acres in 
the Chimney Rock area.This is a must see 
property. $2350 per month with some utilities 
included. TP-8. Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599, 
pagosaspringsrealty.com.

BEAUTIFUL 4 BEDROOM, 3.5 BATH 2 car 
garage on 3 lovely and private acres. This is 
a must see property. Available now. $3,900/
month. TP-3 Call Team Pagosa (970)731-
8599, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED 2 bedroom 1.5 
bath w/loft condo at Hatcher Village Condos. 
Available now. $1800/month. TP-10 Call Team 
Pagosa (970)731-8599 for more information. 
teampagosa.com.

FURNISHED 3 BEDROOM 2 bath condo 
across from Lake Pagosa. Pet allowed. 
Available around January 1, 2024. $2095 per 
month. TP-6. Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599, 
pagosaspringsrealty.com.

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call 
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, 46 Eaton Drive, 
Suite #1, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

OVER THE GARAGE APARTMENT. Fur-
nished. 1 bedroom. Living, Dining and Kitchen. 
Bonus room. Large deck overlooks mountains, 
sunsets and lakes. Furnished outside deck. 
Includes WIFI, electric, gas, water, sewer, 
trash pickup, cable TV, washer and dryer. 
Walk to City Market and bus. No pets. No 
smoking. Annual lease. Last month rent plus 
$500 deposit. $1500 month. (970)398-0023.

SADDLE MOUNTAIN TOWNHOMES. 3 
bedroom, 2-1/2 baths. Open floor plan with 
gas fireplace, oversize 2-car garage. Close 
to the bike path, uptown City Market and rec 
center. $2,550/month includes: water/sewer, 
lawn maintenance, snow removal. Call/text 
(512)626-8499.

STUDIO APARTMENT. Beautiful, Quiet, 
Private. Furnished or unfurnished. North out 
of town. Pets considered, fenced yard. $1200 
per month. First month, half of last month and 
security. Call (970)731-2010. Please leave 
message. I will return the call.

UNFURNISHED 3 BED 2 BATH HOUSE 
with 2 car garage. Quiet neighborhood in 
uptown Pagosa. $2000 per month. Call 
(512)585-3316.

VACATION RENTALS
OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND 
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission 
and highest customer service. All you have to 
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We 
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals 
(970)507-1192.

10 BEAUTIFUL COMMERCIAL ACRES. 
50x167 metal building with concrete floor, 3 
phase electric, well and more. $650,000. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties LLC a 
call (970)903-2817.

MULTI USE 6,800 SQUARE FOOT building in 
prime location on .60 of an acre. $1,375,000. 
Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties 
LLC a call (970)903-2817.

OWN YOUR OWN BAR AND GRILL by 
Navajo Lake. The Lone Wolf bar and Grill, 
$450,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta 
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

HOMES FOR SALE

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, 1 ACRE with great 
cell service, country views and 10 minutes 
from town. $235,000. Give Deb Archuleta 
at Archuleta Properties LLC a call (970)903-
2817.

64 ACRES, 3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOME, 
3 garages and shed, 46 shares of irrigation 
water, 3-3 phase electric outlets and beautiful 
views, too many extras to name them all. 
$995,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta 
Properties a call (970)903-2817

NEWLY REMODELED, BEAUTIFUL LODGE 
HOME, hobby farm on the Stollsteimer Creek. 
Three bedrooms, two bath. Detached two car 
garage carport, fenced in yard small barn, mo-
tivated Seller!! $675,000. Give Deb Archuleta 
at Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

LAND/ BUILDING SITES
1.19 ACRES WITH VIEWS OF NAVAJO 
LAKE. All utilities near. $99,000. Give Deb 
Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.

1.2 ACRES CLOSE to Navajo Lake. Utilities 
available. $75,000. Give Deb Archuleta at 
Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

1.2 ACRES, MOUNTAIN VIEWS, electricity 
near, No HOA, close to town. $35,000. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.

1.48 ACRE COMMERCIAL LAND. Highway 
frontage. $99,000. Give Deb Archuleta at 
Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

1.62 ACRES IN THE RANCH COMMUNITY 
with views of the San Juan Mountains. All util-
ities available. $220,000. Give Deb Archuleta 
at Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

35.81 ACRES WITH AWESOME VIEWS of 
Banded Peaks at the end of cul-de-sac with 
national forest access. Also comes with a 
full set of house plans. $300,000. Give Deb 
Archuleta at Archuleta Properties LLC a call 
(970)903-2817.

5 BEAUTIFUL ACRES. Centrally located, all 
utilities near. $250,000. Give Deb Archuleta 
at Archuleta Properties LLC a call (970)903-
2817.

DOWNTOWN, FLAT, BUILDABLE .52 acre 
lot, views, close to river, all utilities available. 
$500,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta 
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique 
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres 
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588 
blancoretreat@gmail.com.

NO-WATER-NO-PAY WELL LOCATIONS, of-
fered by Joel Hellwege - The Connector, LLC, 
CO Lic. Driller 1333. TheHoleyConnector.com

ONE ACRE LOT, all ready for your new home 
with newly installed all utilities, four bedroom 
permitted septic system, power and insulated 
pump house. $165,000. Give Deb Archuleta 
at Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT HOMES FOR RENT COMMERCIAL HOMES FOR SALE LAND/ BUILDING SITES

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Serving Sellers & Buyers
970-946-6856

christie@jimsmithrealty.com

Christie 
Calderwood
SRS,ABR,ePRO

Call Marcie Lewis 
(970) 759-8672

Whether
Buying or Selling

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

MarcieLewis.com

PagosaSUN.com



Join Us for a 
Special Hearing 

Healthcare Event

Up to $500 OFF
All Advanced Digital Hearing Aids.

SPECIAL 
GUEST!
Kristen Schardein, 
will be available for 
our special event — 
AT NO CHARGE!

We accept:

CALL (970) 806-5980 
to schedule your 

appointment

Join us for our two-day event 

Mon. & Tues., Feb. 5 & 6

Ears 2 U Hearing 
Aid Center
Locally owned & operated since 2005 
190 Talisman Dr. Ste. C-3
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
9 AM TO 5 PM
Coloradohearingaid.com

featuring a 
NATIONALLY KNOWN 

HEARING AID EXPERT!

MSRP

Gennette 
Erickson

Owner, 
Hearing  Aid Provider

Starkey 
Neuro Processor
It has a mind of its own.

Genesis AI marks a new 
beginning for the hearing 
industry. 

Completely reimagined 
from the inside out, it’s the 
only hearing technology 
system to feature an all-new 
processor, all-new sound, 
all-new design and an all-
new patient experience.

The sound barrier 
has been broken.

Neuro Sound Technology
Transparent sound for the clearest hearing yet. 

Enables wearers to hear soft sounds 
without noise, distinguish words and speech 

more intuitively, and significantly 
reduce their listening effort.

ALL 
NEW

With sophisticated, innovative technology, we help preserve and deliver 
a wider range of sound cues to enhance the way you hear!

Coupon expires February 9, 2024




