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Ballots to be 
mailed for 
presidential 
primary
By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

Ballots for the March 5 presidential 
primary election will be mailed beginning 
Monday, Feb. 12.

According to a notice for the election, 
mail ballot packets will be sent to all active, 
registered Democratic, Republican and 
unaffiliated voters.

To be counted, ballots must be returned 
to to the Archuleta County clerk and re-
corder no later than 7 p.m. on Election 
Day, March 5.

Unaffiliated voters who have not de-
clared a party preference will receive two 
ballots in their mail ballot packet. Those 
voters must return only one ballot in order 
for their vote to count.

30 years of passion 
and commitment 

n See Coaching A8

Lindsey 
Kurt-Mason 
retires from 
coaching
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

After nearly 30 years of coaching 
for Pagosa Springs High School (PSHS) 
Pirate soccer teams, coach Lindsey 
Kurt-Mason will retire from leading 
the soccer program he helped develop 
prior to the spring girls’ soccer season.

Kurt-Mason formally announced 
his retirement in December 2023 
and his resignation was accepted by 
the Archuleta School District (ASD) 
Board of Education at its Dec. 12, 
2023, meeting.

Origins and growth
In an interview with The SUN, 

Kurt-Mason reflected on his history 
and experiences with the program.

He explained that his first experi-
ences with soccer were playing in 
clubs in Washington and Alaska dur-
ing high school, where he was exposed 
to a range of coaches and coaching 
styles from around the world.

After high school and time spent as 
a college gymnast at Washington State 
University, he transferred to Western 
Washington University, where he 

Town council 
cancels April 
municipal 
election
By Derek Kutzer 
Staff Writer

On Feb. 6, the Pagosa Springs Town 
Council voted unanimously in favor of a 
resolution canceling the April 2 municipal 
election. 

Three at-large council member seats 
were supposed to be up for election. 
However, since only the three individuals 
currently holding those seats — Leonard 
Martinez, Mat deGraaf and Brooks Lindner 
— filed their candidate petitions by the Jan. 
22 deadline, all three will be automatically 
elected to additional four-year terms start-
ing in April. 

The resolution states that “no affidavits 
of intent to be a write-in candidate for such 
election [were] filed by the 64th day before 
the election” and since “there are not more 
candidates than offices to be filled at the 
Election, the governing body shall cancel 
the election and by resolution declare the 
candidates elected.”

The three council members will be 
sworn in at the April 2 town council meet-
ing to begin their new terms in office. 

 Martinez was appointed to the council 
in April 2023 after a vacancy on the coun-
cil allowed him the opportunity to apply, 
along with other candidates. He was se-
lected by the council over another finalist 
for the position. 

Lindner came aboard as a council mem-
ber in May 2022 to serve out a two-year 
term.

The council voted to appoint deGraaf, 
the longest serving member out of the 
three, in the summer of 2016 to serve a 
four-year term. He was then elected in the 
2020 regular municipal election.

At the meeting, Town Clerk April Hess-

Town sanitation district considers new agreement with PAWSD
By Derek Kutzer 
Staff Writer

On Feb. 6, the Pagosa Springs 
Sanitation General Improvement 
District (PSSGID) Board of Direc-
tors, which also sits as the Pagosa 
Springs Town Council, voted to 
table for future consideration a new 
memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) with the Pagosa Area Water 
and Sanitation District (PAWSD).

The new MOU would lay “out 
the beginning of a road map for 
the future operations and mainte-

nance of wastewater systems in our 
community” and would also estab-
lish “a framework for the potential 
consolidation” of the two entities, 
agenda documentation states.

The agreement would, in addi-
tion, explore the idea of a new, 
jointly run “regional wastewater 
treatment plant at the southern 
end of Yamaguchi Park,” documen-
tation states. 

“We are not asking you to take 
action tonight,” town manager Da-
vid Harris said, adding, the “PAWSD 
board has tabled this item, if you 

will, until the latter part of March.”
PAWSD board member Bill Hud-

son, who was in attendance at the 
meeting, explained that PAWSD 
would be too busy over the next 
month discussing “fees,” and there-
fore did not have time to seriously 
consider the MOU at the moment. 

 Mayor Shari Pierce explained 
that the proposed MOU was “dif-
ferent” than the previous MOU, be-
cause it started “the process to look 
at potentially working together and 
how that can function over the next 
couple of years while we determine 

the next steps for both entities.” 
The potential merger of the two 

entities comes after town-hired 
consultant Roaring Fork Engi-
neering analyzed the future of the 
town’s wastewater system, recom-
mending that it might be in the 
town’s — and the public’s — best in-
terest to consolidate with PAWSD.

 The PSSGID has confronted 
nagging problems with its current 
wastewater conveyance system, 
which pumps 460 million gallons 
of wastewater annually several 
n See Agreement A8

County 
discusses 
propane 
delivery 
issues
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At its Feb. 6 work session, the Archuleta 
County Board of County Commissioners 
discussed propane delivery difficulties in 
the area with Sheriff Mike Le Roux.

Commissioner Veronica Medina ex-
plained that both she and Le Roux received 
phone calls on Feb. 5 regarding constitu-
ents having difficulty in receiving propane 
deliveries.

Le Roux commented that the delivery 
issues center on a lack of drivers, not a 
lack of propane supply, and is impacting 
all suppliers in the area.

He stated that he contacted the Colo-
rado Propane and Gas Association (CPGA), 
who informed him that the organization 
published a January newsletter which 
announced that the Colorado Division of 
Oil and Public Safety would broadly not 
be enforcing the state propane container 
refill laws contained in Colorado Revised 
Statute 8-20-302 statewide over the winter.

He explained that this means that any 
tank can be filled by any vendor at any 
time assuming that it meets the conditions 
outlined in the announcement.

The newsletter lays out that a consumer 
must meet eight conditions to qualify for 
such a refill, including that they have run 
out or are in imminent danger of running 
out of propane, that they have made an 
effort to contact the propane supplier who 
owns their propane container to obtain 
a refill and that the supplier has not re-
sponded by refilling the propane container.

The newsletter continues that another 
propane supplier must be willing to refill 
the container and must make an effort 
and document their attempts to contact 
the propane container owner to obtain 
permission to refill the container as well as 
documenting that the container is nearly 
out or out of propane.

The announcement states as a final 
condition, “In the case of an out-of-pro-
pane situation, the provisions of the Colo-
rado LP-Gas Regulations in Section 3-2, 
Delivery after Interruption of Service, and 
all other safety requirements by Colorado 
statutes, regulations, and codes are met.”

Le Roux commented at the work session 
that these conditions will likely be easily 
met by local consumers needing propane.

On the reasons for the suspension of 
enforcement statewide, the newsletter 
reads: “The Colorado Division of Oil and 
Public Safety (Division) has been receiv-
ing complaints from propane consumers 
throughout the state that their propane 
provider cannot provide timely service 
of propane deliveries during the extreme 
cold conditions that the state is currently 
experiencing. In some cases, this inability 
of the propane provider to service their 
customers has resulted in out-of-propane 

Photos courtesy Michael Pierce
Lindsey Kurt-Mason coaches the high school boys’ soccer team during a 2015 
playoff match in Vail. Kurt-Mason recently retired from coaching, completing a 
nearly 30-year career coaching both boys’ and girls’ soccer for Pagosa Springs 
High School.
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Guest editorial leGacies
By Shari Pierce
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expect in our print edition, our online edition allows 
us to post new and breaking news, expanded  
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100 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

February 8, 1924
It was our pleasure Wednesday to view 

the plans prepared by Silas Smith, architect 
of Durango, for the proposed new hotel on 
the Springs property. They are complete 
in every detail and done in water colors. 
Nothing has been overlooked in the way of 
possible needs for a magnificent structure 
that will accommodate the traveling tourist 
and health seeking public.

The plans, as now arranged, call for 
the completion of the structure began in 
1905, the walls and foundation of which 
are in almost perfect condition. However, 
instead of two stories as originally planned, 
which permits only about 22 bedrooms, a 
third story has been added, allowing for 56 
bedrooms besides quarters for employees. 
All will be outside rooms.

Everything done will be with the idea in 
mind of catering to the public, which is the 
big thing for the future development and 
progress of Pagosa Springs as an all-year-
round health resort.

75 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

February 11, 1949
The popular request by a number of in-

terested students has caused the adding of 
a class in second year Algebra. The purpose 
of this class is to enable our young people 
to meet the college entrance requirements 
of some of the more technical Engineering 
Colleges.

This special class is being taught by Mrs. 
Herman Sisson.

The weather during the past week 
has just been some more of the same. It 
started snowing early Monday morning 
and by the time it had cleared away Mon-
day night, around 12 inches of new snow 
had fallen. The total snow fall this winter 
here in town is in the neighborhood of 112 
inches or better than nine feet. There is at 
the present time better than three feet of 
hard packed snow on the ground. Total 
moisture content to date this winter since 
Nov. 20 is 7.08 in.

There have been 37 nights with below 
zero weather since November 20 and the 
coldest recorded was 35 below on January 
5 with 34 below recorded on February 9. 
With more than half of February and all of 
March to go this will undoubtedly be one 
of the record winters for snowfall and pos-
sibly moisture.

50 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

February 14, 1974
The fuel shortage still hasn’t had any 

terrific impact upon the activities of local 
residents. The lowered speed limit has, 
though, as it takes so much longer to travel 
any great distance.

Local Colorado State Patrol officers say 
that for the most part motorists are observ-
ing the 55 mile per hour speed limit. There 
are occasional lapses, but they say that the 
slower driving was noticeable even before 
the 55 mile per hour law went into effect. 
We haven’t heard as yet just what it is do-
ing to mileage on various types of vehicles, 
but it seem logical that many will be getting 
more miles per gallon.

One of the energy conservation mea-
sures that hasn’t been greeted with enthu-
siasm locally is that of daylight savings. It is 
still working a hardship on many, and most 
people estimate that they are using more 
heating fuel and more electrical energy 
because of it.

25 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

February 11, 1999
After a week of deliberation, the 

Archuleta County Commissioners are 
donating $10,000 for construction of a 
community center.

Plans for the proposed community 
center are being developed by the town. 
The center will be located on property 
on Hot Springs Boulevard east of the San 
Juan River and south of the Great Pagosa 
Hot Springs. The town plans to develop a 
municipal office space, a wetlands park 
area and the community center.

Following several requests by residents 
for the installation of “multi-way stop signs” 
at the intersection of South 8th and Apache 
streets, Pagosa Springs officials asked engi-
neers to conduct a ”warrant study” of the 
intersection to determine if such a traffic 
control device should be installed.

Traffic at the intersection is currently 
controlled by two stops signs, halting traffic 
on 8th Street.

And it will stay that way.
A report issued recently by Bechtold 

Engineering indicated the warrants neces-
sary for a four-way stop at the intersection 
north of the Pagosa Springs High School 
property could not be satisfied.

Archuleta County Commissioners

Pagosa Springs Town Council
Pagosa Springs Mayor Shari Pierce spierce@pagosasprings.co.gov

Ron Maez, Chair 
rmaez@archuletacounty.org	•	(970)	264-8303	

Warren Brown 
warren.brown@archuletacounty.org	•	(970)	264-8300

Veronica Medina 
veronica.medina@archuletacounty.org	•	(970)	264-8305	

Matt DeGuise
mdeguise@pagosasprings.co.gov

Madeline Bergon
mbergon@pagosasprings.co.gov 

Mat deGraaf
mdegraaf@pagosasprings.co.gov

Brooks Lindner
blindner@pagosasprings.co.gov 

Leonard Martinez
lmartinez@pagosasprings.co.gov

Gary Williams
gwilliams@pagosasprings.co.gov
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The following 
weather

information 
is brought to you as a 

public service by

Date  High  Low Precipitation
   Depth  Type  Moisture

1/31	 51	 19	 0	 NA	 NA
2/1 48 26 NA NA .28
2/2	 36	 30	 NA	 NA	 .28
2/3	 35	 19	 1	 S	 .43
2/4	 36	 14	 2	 S	 .02
2/5	 45	 13	 0	 NA	 NA
2/6 49 28 0 NA NA

Pagosa Springs
603 S. 8th Street
(970) 247-5786

Heartfelt appreciation and gratitude
Archuleta School District Superinten-

dent Rick Holt and others at the district 
submitted the following to The SUN fol-
lowing the recent crash involving a school 
bus and an SUV. While some of these 
thoughts have been expressed throughout 
the community and in the pages of The 
SUN already, we feel they bear repeating.

The response to the collision was a true 
community effort, and we agree with the 
words penned below.

The SUN continues to wait for addi-
tional updates regarding the collision and 
following investigation.

Dear community of Pagosa Springs,
As a district, we are writing to express 

our heartfelt appreciation and gratitude 
to the incredible individuals who swiftly 
responded to the recent school bus ac-
cident in our community. The collab-
orative efforts of community members, 
school staff and emergency medical 
service (EMS) responders have not gone 
unnoticed, and their dedication to en-

suring the safety and well-being of our 
children deserves recognition.

In moments of crisis, it is truly inspir-
ing to witness the unity and compassion 
within our community. The prompt 
and efficient response demonstrated 
by all involved, including parents, staff 
and EMS responders, has undoubtedly 
played a crucial role in mitigating the 
impact of the incident and providing 
support to those affected.

We would like to extend a special note 
of gratitude to our school bus driver — 
Riley Lucero. Your exemplary composure 
and unwavering adherence to safety 
protocols during such a challenging situ-
ation are commendable. In the face of 
adversity, you prioritized the well-being 
of the students on board, showcasing not 
only professionalism, but also genuine 
care for the lives entrusted to you as their 
bus driver.

The coordination and care between 
community members, school and dis-

trict staff and EMS responders is a testa-
ment to the strength, resilience and heart 
of our community. It is during times like 
these that we truly appreciate the sense 
of togetherness that defines our com-
munity in Pagosa Springs. Thank you 
to the parents who extended patience 
and cooperation during a very scary and 
challenging incident. We are grateful for 
your support as we worked to communi-
cate and reunify students with families 
as quickly as we could in this emergency 
situation.

Once again, thank you to everyone 
involved for their swift response, dedica-
tion and the invaluable role each played 
in ensuring the safety of our children. It is 
through the collective efforts of individu-
als like these that our Archuleta School 
District community remains a safe and 
supportive environment for all.

With the most sincere thanks,
Rick Holt, 

Archuleta School District 50JT

From the Jan. 2, 1992, Pagosa SUN 
— With Christmas coming on 
Wednesday for 1991, large numbers 
of vacationers started arriving at Wolf 
Creek Ski Area on Dec. 27 and the 
large turnout continued through the 
weekend. The skiers were greeted 
with 57 inches of powder and packed 
powder that made for excellent skiing 
conditions. With both triple-chair lifts 
and both double-chair lifts in opera-
tion, a wait of five minutes or less was 
the order of the day in the lift lines. 



pot runs dry, or in the worst case, to 
do us harm. I’m sure you’ve heard 
the mayor of Denver is asking for 
100 million dollars for illegal im-
migrant costs. Where do people 
think this money comes from? I 
have news for my naive friends on 
both sides of the aisle, the govern-
ment has no money of its own. 
The only money the government 
has must come from taxpayers or 
be borrowed from other countries, 
which in turn adds to our growing 
national debt. We have thousands 
of Americans living on the street 
and in poverty, including veterans.

So, give me one good reason, a 
practical one not some virtue sig-
naling, kumbaya platitude, as to 
why we should invite those from 
other countries to come here and 
drain our limited resources, when 
so many Americans need help.

The current border bill being 
debated in congress does nothing 
to stop the flow of illegals, it only 
limits the number who can enter 
each day. The current figures are 
somewhere between 5,000 and 
8,500 per day. You can do the math. 
We gain nothing from this bill but 
a chance for congress and this 
administration to claim they have 
finally solved the border crisis. This 
is no solution. On his first day in of-
fice Biden struck down the border 
policies that Trump put in place, 
and this resulted in the mess we 
are now in. Estimates are that 10 
to 20 million illegals have entered 
since Biden’s first day in office 
with more coming every day. This 
is unsustainable and will destroy 
our country.

Finally, if you have been follow-
ing the news, you know that thou-
sands of illegals are military-age 
men from countries that wish to do 
us harm. They have come in large 
enough numbers to constitute an 
invading army, an army that is 
inside our defenses. Some of these 
people are from terrorist nations 
who have sworn to kill Americans. 
You can see how this will end.

Milt Dodge

Disservice
Dear Editor:

The Carnley’s unhinged “ser-
mon” of Feb. 1 does a grave dis-
service to good Christians across 
the country. If ever there was 
incontrovertible evidence for the 
separation of church and state, 
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leGacies

Letters to the Editor are print-
ed as received and are not edited 
for grammar or punctuation, but 
may have been edited for content 
or style.

Letters to the Editor are opin-
ions and information in them 
has not been verified for ac-
curacy.

The opinions of letter writers 
do not necessarily represent those 
of the paper.

Letters

Political 
primaries and 
caucuses 
Dear Editor:

A political primary is a prelimi-
nary election in which the reg-
istered voters of a political party 
nominate candidates for office. The 
key word here is preliminary. The 
current system allows small states 
such as Iowa and New Hampshire 
(assisted by the media)to award 
front-runner status to the victori-
ous candidate. From there the 
candidates travel a path deter-
mined by which states wants to 
“leap frog” the other by moving up 
their primary dates. Candidates are 
whisked across the country without 
any real ability to distinguish re-
gional issues from national issues. 
Consequently, party platforms are 
determined by a make-it-up-as-
you-go approach. If the primary 
process were organized on a re-
gional basis, candidates would be 
able to study the regional issues, 
campaign to confirm those issues 

and then receive votes based on the 
solutions they propose. A regional 
approach would also prevent a 
premature selection of a front run-
ner because success in one region 
certainly would not guarantee suc-
cess in the next region. This would 
also further validate the process 
because each state would still have 
a say all the way down to the end. 
Finally, the number of delegates 
awarded in each state should be 
determined by the percentage 
of votes won by each candidate. 
And yes, convert the caucuses to 
primaries.

Accordingly, the political prima-
ries should occur between January 
and June of each presidential elec-
tion year. Each of the six regions 
would be assigned a particular 
month. A lottery held in June of 
the previous year would determine 
which month each region holds its 
primaries. An example illustrates 
the format: 

January 
Middle West (9):
Illinois, Iowa, Indiana, Michgan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
Ohio, Wisconsin 
February
Southern (8):
Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Tenne-

see, Virginia, West Virginia
March
Atlantic (8):
Delaware, District of Columbia, 
Florida, Georgia, Maryland, New 
Jersey, North Carolina, South 
Carolina,
April
New England (8):
Connecticut,  Maine, Mas-

sachsetts, New Hampshire, New 
York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, 

May
Northwestern (9):
Alaska, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, 

North Dakota, Oregon, South Da-
kota, Washington, Wyoming

June
Southwestern (9):
Arizona, California, Colorado, 

Hawaii, Nevada, New Mexico, Okla-
homa, Texas, Utah.

Joe Bialek

Single-issue bills
Dear Editor:

While I’m sure that Lee Stopher 
and I would agree on nothing 
politically, her opinion piece does 
bring up an interesting point, 
which is - why can’t legislation 
introduced by congress be in the 
form of single-issue bills? It makes 
no sense for a border bill and fund-
ing for Ukraine to be tied together. 
I know congress is all about trades, 
compromises and the art of the 
deal, but we the American people 
deserve to have congress give us 
the straight scoop when it comes 
to spending and new laws. 

Now to Lee’s points about the 
border. If you know history, you 
understand that without control 
of their border, no nation has 
survived. They were eventually 
brought down by those entering 
unvetted. The same thing is hap-
pening here, and I believe we are 
already well down the road to our 
destruction. Many of the people 
coming here have no intention of 
becoming part of the American 
Dream. They are only here to take 
our money and benefits until the 

their vile letter is it.
DC Duncan

Re: Demented 
letters
Dear Editor:

In reply to Jan and Tom Carnley’s 
letter to the editor titled “De-
mented letters,” I’d like to share a 
couple of comments. First, I find 
it disturbing that the writers feel 
the need to use demonizing, dis-
respectful language to characterize 
their neighbors and fellow citizens 
with whom they disagree. Second, 
their description of Donald Trump 

20%
OFF

A Place A Place 
for Friendsfor Friends

BIRD 
FEEDERS

20%
OFF

LEASHES, 
COLLARS, 
PET BEDS 
& TREATS! Fur Friends Welcome

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

Who We Play For | Heart Screening Event
Friday, February 23, 2024, 8AM-1:30PM

Pagosa Springs Middle School, 309 Lewis Street
FREE Student Screening sponsored by PSMC & Who We Play For

Register via QR Code, in person at the event, or at
whoweplayfor.org/colorado-archuleta

Sudden Cardiac Arrest claims the lives of thousands seemingly healthy kids every year and 
is the leading cause of death for students and student athletes. The standard sports physical 
only detects about 4% of underlying heart conditions. The addition of an electrocardiogram 
increases detection up to 95%. Learn more at WhoWePlayFor.org.

First-Class Care, Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

2828thth Annual Knights of Columbus Annual Knights of Columbus

Lenten Fish FryLenten Fish Fry
starts February 16starts February 16

Every Friday, February 16 to March 22Every Friday, February 16 to March 22
 4:30-6:30 pm 4:30-6:30 pm

Take Out only at Pope 
John Paul II Catholic Church, 

353 S. Pagosa Blvd.
Serving one meal of 2-large fried 

fish filets, French fries and coleslaw

Cost: $15, accepting credit card, 
cash and local checks

Tickets available in advance 
after all weekend masses 

at Pope John Paul II Church

Sponsored by The Knights of Columbus Council #7560

Ruts Driving  Ruts Driving  
You Nuts?You Nuts?
Save money on gas and maximize your tire life with a 
high-definition digital wheel alignment using the latest 
technology from HawkEye™ and Pagosa Springs’ most 
qualified technicians.

10% 
OFF

10% 
OFF

Vehicle Alignment
Bring in or mention this ad for this limited 
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not 
included. May not be combined with any 
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra 
Automotive for details. 

Offer ends 2/29/24

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited 
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not 
included. May not be combined with any 
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra 
Automotive for details. 

Offer ends 2/29/24

Full Service 
Oil & Filter Change

(970) 731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.

Open 8:00 - 5:30  Mon. - Fri.
24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

Piedra Automotive

The SUN welcomes letters 
from readers.

Please submit your letter 
electronically in a format 
that can be copied and pased 
to editor@pagosasun.com 
or via the form at www.
PagosaSUN.com. Letters 
must not be in all capitals.

All letters must:
• be 500 words or less

• be signed by the author, unless 
emailed

• include the author’s address 
and daytime phone number

• be received by The SUN by 
noon on Tuesday (deadline may 
move up due to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per 
month per letter writer.

Letters quoting other people 
must contain proper attribution.

There is no guarantee letters will 
be published.

Poetry, anonymous letters, 
letters that are libelous or in 
poor taste, or that attack a 
private citizen or business will 
not be published.

If necessary, only one letter 
pertaining to a candidate or 
political issue will be printed in 
each edition up to three weeks 
prior to the election.

The SUN generally does not edit 
letters, but reserves the right to 
do so.

Letters

n See Letters A4



Herb Stipe
Herb Stipe, 77, of Pagosa Springs, 

Colo., passed away peacefully on 
Jan. 15, 2024, surrounded by family.

H e  w a s 
born in Chey-
enne,  Wyo. , 
and grew up 
loving the out-
doors, learn-
ing to hunt 
and fish in the 
Snowy Range.

He met his 
w i f e,  C h a r-
leen, at the University of Wyoming 
and taught high school English in 
Wyoming and Arizona. 

He was also a revered wrestling 
and football coach. When he and 
Charleen retired from teaching, 
they moved to Pagosa Springs, 
where Herb’s sense of humor and 
friendly, generous and kind spirit 

made many friends. He was father 
to three children, Jim, Kristen 
and Kara, and grandfather to five 
grandchildren, all of whom he 
loved and adored. A celebration of 
life is planned for June. Donations 
may be made in his name to the 
Thingamajig Theater Company or 
to Rocky Mountain Wild.
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UP TO 37% OFF!UP TO 37% OFF!

$379
SIETE
Maíz Totopos Corn Tortilla Chips
7.5 OZ

ALWAYS AFFORDABLESM $5.59

32%
OFF 32%

OFF

$269
HOPE® FOODS
Select Hummus
8 OZ

EACH

ALWAYS AFFORDABLE $3.99

Terms and conditions apply.  
See store for details.

Happy Hour!
25% off 

At the Bar Stools Only
Tuesday - Friday 4-5:30 pm

(970) 264-0999    I    214 Pagosa St, Pagosa Springs  l  AlleyHouseGrille.com

Open Tuesday – Sunday 4pm – 9pm
Happy Hour Tuesday – Friday 4pm-5:30pm at the Bar Stools

The Patio  l  The Lounge  l  The Grille

Make your reservation at 
exploretock.com/alleyhousegrille

323 Hot Springs Blvd. 
800-225-0934 

pagosahotsprings.com

LIVE MUSIC
at the Springs Resort

5-7 pm in the Lodge Atrium

Charcuterie Board $45
available for purchase during live music

Friday, February 9
Maxwell Miller

Saturday, February 10
Joel Racheff

Tuesday, February 13
Dustin Burley

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
970-731-4081 to reserve your ride!

Or, book online at GoWJP.com

Shuttle to Wolf Creek!
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Please call 970-731-4081 24 hours prior to reserve your spot! 
$20 One Way • $30 Round Trip*

*All return trips depart at 4:15 p.m. sharp.
Don’t be late! We are running on a tight schedule!

Monday-Sunday from (by reservation only)
 Wilderness  Alpen Quality Summit
 Journeys Haus Inn Ski & Sports 
 7:30 am 7:40 am 7:50 am 8:00 am

*CUSTOM rides may be scheduled based upon AVAILABILITY
Return shuttle from Wolf Creek at 4:15pm

PUC# 16400

as merely having personality “ticks” 
is almost beyond belief. He is a liar, 
a convicted sexual abuser, and a 
deeply flawed person, morally 
and ethically unfit to be President. 
How does that align with anyone’s 
definition of Christianity?

Jan Hester

Restorative 
practices
Dear Editor:

Restorative practices in schools 
are seriously important. They’re 
all about creating a positive and 
inclusive environment where stu-
dents feel heard and supported. 
Instead of just punishing students 
for their mistakes, restorative prac-
tices focus on understanding the 
root causes of behavior and find-
ing ways to repair harm and build 
relationships.

Restorative practices help to 
foster a sense of belonging and 
community within the school. By 
encouraging open communication 
and active listening, students are 
given the opportunity to express 
their thoughts, feelings, and con-
cerns in a safe space. This not only 
helps to prevent conflicts but also 
promotes empathy and under-
standing among students.

One of the key benefits of restor-
ative practices is that they empow-
er students to take responsibility 
for their actions. Rather than being 
passive recipients of punishment, 
students are encouraged to reflect 
on the consequences of their be-
havior and actively participate in 

finding solutions. This helps to de-
velop their problem-solving skills 
and promotes personal growth and 
accountability.

Restorative practices also have 
a positive impact on relationships 
within the school community. By 
focusing on repairing harm and 
rebuilding trust, these practices 
create an environment where 
conflicts are resolved in a respect-
ful and constructive manner. This 
not only reduces the likelihood of 
repeat offenses but also promotes 
a sense of unity and cooperation 
among students and staff.

Moreover, restorative practices 
contribute to a positive school cli-
mate, which has been linked to im-
proved academic performance and 
overall well-being. When students 
feel supported and valued, they are 
more engaged in their learning and 
more likely to thrive academically. 
By prioritizing relationships and 
emotional well-being, restorative 
practices lay the foundation for 
a successful and fulfilling educa-
tional experience.

My work as a part of the Pagosa 
Peak Open School Restorative 
Student Board means so much to 
me. It is a legacy I left in my wake 
after middle school and gives me 
space for helping to shape the 
future of our world; making it a 
more positive, supportive place 
overall. Wednesday mornings are 
my chance to connect with stu-
dents who share similar views and 
allow me to strive for the goals 
I want to achieve for this com-
munity alongside like-minded 
people. Working as a high school 

student with a diverse group of 
middle school students benefits 
me because I am finding my 
people and my place where I can 
connect on many different levels, 
while offering and receiving sup-
port that we as individuals and a 
community need. 

Nyx Rohrer

Pagosa Views
Dear Editor:

We would like to thank the 
Pagosa Springs Planning Com-
mission for calling out the owner/
developer of Pagosa Views subdi-
vision for changing the plan that 
significantly deviated from the 
original development agreement.

The initial agreement with the 
owner/developer from New Mex-
ico, for the 79 acres along U.S. 160 
west of the elementary school, was 
to develop a four-phase subdivi-
sion with vehicle access coming off 
Highway 160. The current request 
is to proceed with phase one of the 
development with access coming 
from 10th Street.

We applaud the new require-
ment to complete a new traffic 
study and potentially consider 
this a standalone phase. We would 
also ask when the developer will 
consider the other infrastructure 
additions and improvements that 
will be needed to accommodate 
this subdivision and how they in-
tend to participate financially.

As it is currently, the water and 
sewer district is in need of being 
expanded. This was explained in 
the same February 1 newspaper 
front page article which cited the 

many reasons that PAWSD needs to 
increase rates. The same water and 
sewer issue is named as a priority 
by Town Council.

Building affordable workforce 
housing is the carrot being dangled 
by this owner/developer that does 
not live in this community – we 
should be guarded. Hold them ac-
countable for infrastructure and 
required improvements, beyond 
their acreage. It doesn’t make sense 
to have one without the other.

Lisa and Bob Scott

Voices crying in 
the wildnerness
Dear Editor:

I have to commend Jan and Tom 
Carnley for being voices crying 
in the wilderness trying to point 
out that America is in the throes 
of open spiritual warfare. In their 
brave occasional answers to the 
constant negativism and partisan 
absurdities spewed weekly by 
regular contributors to the let-
ters columns of the Sun, they are 
speaking on behalf of countless 
Christian believers, as they did in 
last Thursday’s edition. Atheists, 
agnostics, secularists, globalists 
and neo-Marxists all seem to be in 
the ascendancy in our country, and 
we are witness to the consequences 
in the daily news. When Jan and 
Tom wrote “But you would have to 
be blind, deaf, uncaring, blank, or 
just stupid not to see our nation, 
culture being destroyed by Biden 
and his dem-regime”, I suspect the 
“dem” has a double-entendre.

Roy D. Vega

Steve Chavez Jr.
It is of great sadness that the fam-

ily of Steve Chavez Jr. announces his 
passing amongst family on Feb. 3 in 
Colorado Springs, Colo.. Services 
and viewing will be Feb. 12 at 4 p.m. 
in Colorado Springs, Colo., at the 
Angelus Chapel, 1104 South Circle 
Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80910.

Thank you all for the prayers,
Connie Chavez and family.

Services

Archuleta County Democratic Club 
to hear about water resources
By Lynn R. Frederick
Archuleta County Democratic Club

Josh Kurz will speak at the next 
Archuleta County Democratic 
Club meeting. 

Kurz is a Pagosa Springs High 
School science teacher who has 
a BS degree in watershed science 
from Colorado State University 
and worked as a hydrologist be-
fore teaching. 

Kurz has developed an info 
graphic which he will use to help 
inform attendees about local wa-
ter resources. Water resources on 
the Western Slope are in a precari-

ous situation, so this is a program 
you will not want to miss.

The club meeting will be held 
at Beny’s Restaurant,180 E. Pagosa 
St., at 11:30 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 
19, with Kurz speaking at noon. 

The Democratic Club is a social 
organization that seeks to sponsor 
programs about topics of local 
interest. Everyone is welcome. 
Do not feel that you need to be 
a registered Democrat to attend. 

As a courtesy to the restau-
rant, please RSVP by email to 
lynnfrederick1@gmail.com by 
Feb. 18 and plan to order lunch 
during the meeting.

Correction
The article “County certifies mill 

levies and revenues” in the Jan. 25 
issue of The SUN incorrectly stated 
that Archuleta School District 50 Jt. 
will receive $564,498,330 in prop-

erty tax revenues in 2024. 
T h e  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  re c e i v e 

$15,289,437 in property tax rev-
enues. 

The SUN regrets this error.

Centerpoint to present 
DivorceCare program
By Holly Shook
Centerpoint Church

DivorceCare is a national pro-
gram with experts and lay people 
who have experience with the 
journey of divorce. 

You are not alone on the path to 
healing. You will find caring people 
who understand the issues you face 
and practical counsel for decision 
making and managing your stress. 

Centerpoint Church is offering 
this 13-week program with a series 
of videos followed by a discussion 
group. Some examples of the vid-
eos you will watch are “Facing My 
Anger,” Facing My Loneliness” and 

“Kid Care.” 
Meetings will run from 4 to 5:30 

p.m. each Saturday from March 2 
until May 25. The church is located 
at 2750 Cornerstone Drive.

For more information, contact 
Lorena Medina at loremedi-
na0817@gmail.com or contact the 
church at (970) 731-2205. 

You may also go online to find 
more information on the program 
and preregister for the class by go-
ing to www.divorcecare.org. 

Click on “Find a Group” and fol-
low the prompts. There is a registra-
tion fee of $20 for the cost of your 
workbook. We also offer scholar-
ships.

Blood drive a success, 
future drives announced
By Sharee Grazda
Special to The SUN

Once again we express sincere 
appreciation to the generous peo-
ple who responded to the call for 
blood donations on Jan. 22.

There were 73 units of life-
supporting blood given for Four 
Corners area patients in need.

Upcoming drive dates at Cen-
terpoint Church are June 11, Sept. 
10, Dec. 17.

Please consider marking your 
calendar now to attend and donate 
on those dates.

For information or to schedule 
an appointment, you may call or 
text local volunteer Sharee Grazda 
at (970) 946-2760.
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PAGOSA AREA WATER & SANITATION DISTRICT 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING ON CHANGES TO WATER AND WASTEWATER 

SERVICE CHARGES SCHEDULED FOR 5PM ON FEBRUARY 15, 2024 AT THE 
PAWSD DISTRICT OFFICE LOCATED AT 100 LYN AVE, PAGOSA SPRINGS, 

COLORADO 
 

At a Board Meeting on December 14, 2023, the Pagosa Area Water & Sanitation District Board 
of Directors approved the findings of the 2023 Water and Wastewater Rate Study performed by 
Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.  The following rate changes, including but not limited to, will 
be considered for implementation on March 1, 2024: 
 
WATER CHARGES 
The recommended changes to the minimum monthly water service charge per equivalent unit 
(E.U.) and to the volumetric charges include an increase of 3% annually through 2031 and will 
equate to a 27% cumulative increase over the 8-year period.  
 
Monthly Service Charge (per E.U.)                                                 increase from $31.44 to $32.38 
Volume Charge:  

      2,001-8,000 gallons usage (rate per 1,000 gallons)       increase from $5.64 to $5.81 
                  8,001-20,000 gallons usage (rate per 1,000 gallons)     increase from $11.29 to $11.63 
                  Over 20,001 gallons usage (rate per 1,000 gallons)      increase from $14.17 to $14.60 
Water Fill Station Charge (per 1,000 gallons)                      increase from $12.18 to $12.55 
Water Availability of Service                                                          increase from $14.30 to $14.73 
 
WASTEWATER CHARGES 
The recommended changes to monthly wastewater service charges include an initial 30% annual 
rate increase beginning in 2024 and ending in 2025, a 5% annual rate increase beginning in 2026 
and ending in 2029, and a 15% annual rate increase beginning in 2030 and ending in 2031. These 
increases will equate to a 172% cumulative increase over the 8-year period.  
 
Monthly Service Charge (per E.U.)                                                 increase from $32.80 to $42.64 
Short Term Rental Monthly Service Charge (per E.U.)                  increase from $32.80 to $59.70 
Wastewater Availability of Service             increase from $12.50 to $16.25  
Wastewater Hauler Charge (rate per 100 gallons)                          increase from $13.28 to $17.26      
  
CAPITAL INVESTMENT FEES 
Capital Investment Fees for Water     increase from $5,352.37 to $8.958.00 
Capital Investment Fees for Wastewater   increase from $1,178.98 to $15,697.00 
 
The Water and Wastewater Rate Study can be found at https://www.pawsd.org/district-
business/financial-information/. 
 
For assistance regarding how these proposed rate changes could affect your water bill, please call 
the District office - 970-731-2691.  A staff member will be able to complete a comparison based 
upon your individual account information and historical usage. 
 

175 PAGOSA STREET  •  11 AM TO 10 PM DAILY
Order On Line: MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs & our Veterans always receive 20% off!

Enjoy delicious oven-fresh pizza 
and your favorite brews on tap.

Valentine 
Special
Heart-shape, 

pepperoni large pizza

$14

SNOW REMOVAL
Ranch Driveways • Driveways • Roofs

Call today to get on our client list now for better rates

970-507-1542 
42belowconstructioncompany@gmail.com

Local and Proudly Serving 
Pagosa Springs for seven years

Community Award nominees to be honored Feb. 9

Photo courtesy Jeff Laydon
Dan and Venita Burch were named the Citizens of the year in 2022. The 
2023 Community Awards will be announced Feb. 9.

By Mary Jo Coulehan
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of  
Commerce

On Friday, Feb. 9, the Pagosa 
Springs Area Chamber of Commerce 
will host the annual Community 
Awards honoring the 2023 Citizen, 
Volunteer, Small Business and Non-
Profit of the Year nominees and 
winners. 

Candidate individuals, busi-
nesses and organizations are self- or 
community nominated.

As is the case each year, there are 
always so many qualified nominees 
in each category because there are so 
many worthy people and businesses 
in this community. Here are the 
nominees in each category this year. 

For Citizen of the Year, the nomi-
nees are Bob and Robin Brobst, and 
Shayla White Eagle McClure. 

The Volunteer of the Year candi-
dates are Crystal Gillich, Ken Rogers 
and Al Pfister. 

In the Small Business category, 
the nominees are FootPrints and 
KWUF.

The Non-Profit agencies nomi-
nated are the Pagosa Pickleball Club, 
the Pagosa Nordic Club and the 
Veterans Memorial Park.

While a difficult decision, all the 
nominees will be honored at the 
Chamber Community Celebration 
on Friday, Feb. 9, from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
the Tennyson Building Event Center. 

The first part of the event will 
focus on our business community 
and information disseminated by 
our new town manager, David Har-
ris, and our new director of the 
Archuleta County Public Health 
Department, Ashley Wilson. 

Harris will speak about the proj-
ects and initiatives that the town will 
be focused on in 2024. Many of these 
initiatives will affect our business 
community, so it would be prudent 
for our businesses to be there to hear 
a synopsis of what is planned and to 
also ask questions. 

Wilson will review services which 
are no longer offered since the 
separation from San Juan Basin 
Public Health and the new services 
which are being added. As a busi-
ness owner, it is important for you 

to know how these services might 
affect your employees. 

The Community Conversation 
will take place from 5 to 6 p.m. There 
will be a break where delicious food 
will be served. The awards will then 
commence about 6:30 p.m.

There will also be a cash bar avail-
able. Tickets for the event are only 
$25 and are available online at www.
pagosachamber.com. 

Since it is around the time of the 
Mardi Gras season, we will certainly 
have a festive theme you can come 
decked out for. We hope that our 
business community will come out 
to find out about issues that could 
affect your business and that com-
munity members come out to sup-
port this year’s nominees. 

Congratulations to all those that 
were nominated. We look forward 
to honoring you at the Community 
Celebration on Feb. 9.

Changes to Business 
After Hours

The Chamber has hosted busi-
ness networking events called Busi-
ness After Hours, typically on the 
fourth Wednesday of the month. 
The name of the event, as well as 
when it is held, will change for 2024. 
The Business After Hours now will 
be referred to as Business Happy 
Hour and the day will change from 
Wednesdays to typically the fourth 
Friday of the month. 

A yearly schedule of the where the 
Business Happy Hours will be locat-
ed can be viewed on the Chamber’s 
website at https://pagosachamber.
com/chamber-events.html. 

We understand that mid-week 
events are often difficult to attend 
due to business and family commit-
ments. We hope that Fridays work 
better for people as most wind down 
the work week and often set time 
aside on Fridays to relax and enjoy 
themselves. Check out the schedule 
and find out what is new at these 
events and come ready to network 
with other business owners.

Knights of Columbus fish 
frys returning Feb. 16 

Beginning Feb.16, the Knights of 

Columbus bring back the weekly 
fish frys throughout the Lenten 
season. 

This year, the Fish Frys will again 
be take-out only with freshly fried 
fish, hand-cut fries and coleslaw. 
The take-out line is fast and ef-
ficient getting your food home for 
you to enjoy. 

This yearly event is a time for the 
Knights of Columbus to raise 
money for their community proj-
ects which they pour back into the 
Catholic Church as well as many 
other nonprofit organizations in 
Pagosa Springs. 

You can purchase tickets in ad-
vance and even offer them up as 
gifts or donate a meal to a needy 

person. The fish frys will take place 
at John Paul II Catholic Church at 
353 S. Pagosa Blvd. just south of 
Pagosa Springs Medical Center.

They will continue until March 
22. Don’t miss out on all this deli-
cious food.

Region 9 Economic Development 
welcomes new board members
Region 9 Economic Development District 
of Southwest Colorado

The Region 9 Economic Devel-
opment District of Southwest 
Colorado announces three new 
members to its board of directors. 

The members were formally ap-
proved at the Jan. 25 annual meet-
ing held in Durango. The new 
members are Paul Ruud, the town 

of Dolores administrator; David 
Harris, Town of Pagosa Springs 
administrator; and Kevin Hall, La 
Plata County assistant manager.

“Region 9 appreciates having 
representation from all our com-
munities on the Board of Direc-
tors,” said Laura Lewis Marchino, 
Region 9 executive director. “The 
mix of elected officials and staff 
from the towns, counties and tribes 

has resulted in strong collaboration 
and problem solving.” 

The Region 9 board is comprised 
of 26 members, 17 representatives 
from the local governmental juris-
dictions and nine members from 
the private sector. The board meets 
quarterly, with the next meeting 
being April 25. 

More information is available at 
www.region9edd.org.

Second round of public comments sought on 
Spring Creek pipeline, gas drilling project
By Kristen Allen
San Juan National Forest

The USDA Forest Service is seek-
ing a second round of public com-
ments on a pre-decisional environ-
mental assessment for the Spring 
Creek Pipeline and Associated 
Fruitland Coal Gas Drilling Project 
on the Columbine Ranger District 
of the San Juan National Forest 
through Feb. 23.

Forest leadership would like to 
honor requests from previous 
commenters to allow more time for 
review and public input and make 
all requested project information 
available for the full duration of the 
30-day comment period.

The proposed activity is for the 
Forest Service to respond to Cata-

mount Energy Partners LLC’s ap-
plication to further develop its 
valid and existing federal natural 
gas leases in the Spring Creek area 
south and east of Bayfield, in La 
Plata and Archuleta counties. 

Catamount plans to construct 
an 8.4-mile pipeline system and 
expand one existing gas well pad 
to facilitate recompletion of one 
existing gas well and horizontal 
drilling of seven new gas wells from 
the same pad.

The environmental assessment 
describing the proposed action, 
along with maps, can be viewed at 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/
sanjuan/?project=63036. 

Written comments can be sub-
mitted through the website or sent 
to: Columbine District Ranger P.O. 

Box 439, 367 Pearl Street, Bayfield, 
CO 81122.

Only individuals or entities who 
submit timely, specific written 
comments during identified public 
comment periods will be eligible to 
object to the proposed decision. 

This comment period is the last 
opportunity to establish eligibility 
to object to this project. Comments 
received, including names and ad-
dresses of commenters, will be part 
of the public record.

For more information, or for a 
hard copy of the environmental 
assessment, please contact the 
Columbine Ranger District office 
at (970) 884-2512.

For information on the San Juan 
National Forest, call (970) 247-4874 
or visit the forest website.
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970-264-2749
M-SAT 9AM TO MIDNIGHT 
SUNDAY 9AM TO 10 PM
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160 • East Pagosa Springs

Wine of the Month
Castle Rock
Pinot Nior

offer ends  
2/2924

Clip ‘n Save 10% OFF Wines & Liquors
*OFF 750ML & 1.75L BOTTLES* NON-SALE ITEMS ONLY. NO BEER.

Spirit of 
the Month
Svedka 
1.75 L

offer ends  
2/2924

$1799

$1 00

$250
OFF

Beer of the MonthBeer of the Month
Genesee 30 packsGenesee 30 packs offer ends  

2/2924

OFF

2151 Eagle Drive  I  cityhallcafe.co  I  970.398.2409

Eat In or Take Out • Open Tue-Sat • 11 am-9 pm 
Call Today to Reserve Our Private Gondola 970.398.2409

Prime Steaks, Seafood, Pastas
Subs, Wraps & Salads

Homemade Key Lime Pie

Eat. Drink.Eat. Drink.gathergather
try our

565 Village Drive Suite “E” for EXIT 
between Cafe Colorado and Thai Pagosa

(970) 731-EXIT (3948)
Offices also located in Durango, CO and Farmington, NM

www.exitrealtypagosa.com
Our EXIT Franchises are locally owned and internationally known.

Each office is independently 
owned and operated

Your contributions will fuel 
vital programs:
• Meals on Wheels: Delivering 
nourishing meals to housebound 
seniors where a healthy meal is 
made & available for pick-up or to 
be enjoyed at the Silver Fox Dining 
Hall

• Supporting Essential Programs: 
Empowering initiatives that 
enhance the lives of our cherished 
Seniors & Preschoolers

• 100% of donations go to Archuleta 
Seniors Inc “ASI”

This Valentine’s season let’s come 
together to make a lasting impact 
by opening up our hearts and 
wallets… it’s all for a great cause!

Let’s ignite 
a spark of 
generosity!

Join EXIT Realty Home & Ranch in a 
heartfelt mission to support our local 
seniors in Pagosa Springs by donating to 
Archuleta Seniors, Inc., Pagosa’s 
non-profit Community Cafe

This fantastic organization serves over 
3,400 meals every month (1,800 meals to 
our seniors & community & 1,600 meals 
to local Head Start Preschoolers).

Every donation, big or small, 
makes a difference!

How to donate:
• Checks may be made out to: ASI (Archuleta Seniors Inc) 
 P.O. Box 3444 Pagosa Springs CO 81147
• Credit cards or Paypal can be used on the website: psseniors.org
• Scan the QR code or call 970-264-2167  

Thank you for your generosity!

Education
Board of Education holds special meeting to 
review and adopt revised 2023-2024 budget
By Robert Moore
Staff Writer

The Archuleta School District 
(ASD) Board of Education conduct-
ed a special meeting Tuesday, Jan. 
30, to review and adopt the 2023-
2024 fiscal year revised budget as 
presented, appropriate the monies 
as specified in the 2023-2024 re-
vised appropriation resolution and 
to adopt the resolution authorizing 
the use of a portion of beginning 
fund balance as authorized by 
Colorado statutes.

Michael Hodgson, finance di-
rector, led the board through a re-
view of the budget book and began 
with the revised budget summary, 
which he stated “highlights the 
changes between our adopted bud-
get from last June and this budget.” 

The first item Hodgson noted was 
that the ASD per-pupil funding in-
creased $133 per student to $10,856, 
and that the projected total revenues 
for all funds was $25,736,300, an 
increase of $750,218.

He then indicated that the total 
projected expenses had increased 
over a million dollars to $24,581,869 
(per the published budget book the 
increase is $1,081,302), but pointed 
out that “even with all these changes” 
the general fund surplus is $289,259, 

and that the net assessed valuations 
had increased to $140.5 million.

Hodgson pointed out that the 
student count was 14 lower than 
anticipated and another big change 
was the assessed value, which went 
from $424 million to $564 million.

At this point, board member Tim 
Taylor asked Hodgson to explain 
the ratios at the bottom of page 
four of the budget book.

Noting that the ratios are pro-
vided by the auditor of the state of 
Colorado, Hodgson explained the 
first ratio is the “assets efficiency 
ratio,” which compares assets with 
liabilities and that “we have five 
times the assets that we do liability 
so that’s a good number.”

The debt-burden ratio Hodgson 
explained as total revenue divided 
by total debt payment and noted 
that ASD has “133 times our debt 
in revenues.” The operating reserve 
ratio he defined as the general fund 
balance divided by the general 
fund expense, with the revised bud-
get ratio being 49.4 percent.

Referencing page six of the bud-
get book, Hodgson noted that this 
page identifies funds that have 
expenses larger than revenues, 
“which means we’re going to use 
up some of the reserves. We have 
to explain that and why we’re do-

ing that.”
He noted that the capital proj-

ects fund would spend $399,000 
from last year, plus all of this year’s 
revenue by June “on all this year’s 
projects plus all of last year’s left-
over projects.” 

Continuing to the food service 
fund, he indicated that a “worst-
case scenario” could use $261,000 
of its reserves, but that he did not 
“think that would occur.”

Hodgson reviewed the summary 
of the general fund, explaining that 
local revenues increased significant-
ly due to higher property taxes and 
that these were offset to some extent 
by decreased state revenues, which 
resulted in approximately a $500,000 
overall increase in revenues.

Hodgson then touched briefly 
on the maintenance and food ser-
vice funds and noted that pages 
14-28 of the budget book break 
down the individual programs, but 
that he would not cover these in 
the meeting.

In referencing the grants sec-
tion, he highlighted grants that 
would go toward such things as 
career and technical education, 
youth empowerment and that the 
Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief Fund (commonly 
called ESSER) COVID grants would 

expire in June. 
Hodgson also pointed the board 

to the list of 2023-2024 projects to 
be found on page 33.

After answering several ques-
tions from board members, board 
president Bob Lynch expressed 
his appreciation for Hodgson and 
the others who put together the 
budget book. 

“It is a really nice piece of work, 
this document,” he said. “It’s really 
well put together, it’s thorough ... but 
just to say it out loud in public: the 
district is in great financial shape, 
we have very adequate reserves ... 
so, I think we should all feel good 
about where the district stands.”

The board then approved the 
appropriations resolution and the 
beginning fund balance resolu-
tion, and also adopted the 2023-
2024 revised fiscal year budget as 
presented.

The budget book can be found 
on the Board Docs website at 
https://go.boarddocs.com/co/as-
dco/Board.nsf/Public by navigat-
ing to the meetings tab, selecting 
the Jan. 30 special meeting, and 
clicking on the agenda.

The board’s next regular meet-
ing will be at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
13, in the middle school library.

robert@pagosasun.com

Middle school announces second-quarter honor roll
By Anjelica Gallegos
Pagosa Springs Middle School

Pagosa Springs Middle School 
has announced that the following 
students made the honor roll for 
the second quarter.

Fifth grade 
A Honor Roll: Jacob Adams, Gant 

Bliss, Kiley Braun, Wynnona Buch-
ner, Wyatt Buck, Chauncey Forster, 
Delilah Powell, Rystle Ross, Tyson 
Sewell and Lilyan Vega.

Honor Roll: Ariah Archuleta, 
Taylor Cole, Julian Court, Mayley 
Evans, Dekklyn Fiorenza, Seamus 
Flanagan, Andrea Gamiz-Arreola, 
Jose Granados-Gurule, Naomi 
Gutierrez, Merick Halterman, Anya 
Hamby, Kadence Hanley-Nicely, 
Russell Hudler, Cora Jackson, Ten-
ley Keegan, Jaxson Koopen, Kainoa 
Landry, Felix Long, Colle Looper, 
Dylan Luna, Christopher Marti-
nez, Ashlynn Mathis, Sage Merril-
Exton, Easton Miller, Kiara Patel, 
Lyla Reynolds, Koda Rice, Hannah 
Richards, Lieve Riley, Ana Romero-
Gallegos and Samuel Sanchez.

Sixth grade
A Honor Roll: Adam Candelaria, 

Eduardo Marinelarena, Asher 
Smith, Livia Souza and Tuff Terrazas.

Honor Roll: Elias Becker-Swe-
den, Camellia Bellina, Kiana 
Bennett, Kenzy Bowdrige, Carlie 
Bridges, Zander Campbell, Shiloh 
Degelman, Miles Dempster, Ol-
ivia Diffey, Gavino Dozal-Nevarez, 
Elijah Hanto, Bixby Hyman, Coo-
per Laner, Avitt Lee-Shaw, Derek 
Mendez-Cordova, Oliver Mendoza, 
Lucy Modern, Finley Renner, Eloise 
Ridley, Karlie Rose, Sofia Sauzam-
eda, Micah Tyler, Colten Ulibarri, 
Jaycee Wallace and Frances Witting.

Seventh grade
A Honor Roll: Marcela Barnas, 

Kylie Coleman, Jayce Davidson, Al-
exander Forster, Corinna Galabota, 
Ward Halterman, Quinn Howard, 
Raleigh Iverson, Brynn Looper, Lily 
Peck, Valeria Pereyra and Laken 
Pitcher.

Honor Roll: Rylan Ash, Charlie 
Barraza-Haymaker, Abigail Barre-
raz, Avery Book, Brailon Bowman, 
Bentley Briscoe, Treyson Cotts, 
Jayden Crawford, Eathon Dang, 
Veda Deitemeyer, Samson Den-
nis, Fox Dietsch, Carlicia Duncan, 
Olive Fladwood, Lilly Gallegos, 
Cole Hancey, Aliana Hoffschneider, 

Derek Johnson, Analisa Kappauf, 
Brandt Kerns, Elisa King, Daniel 
Kinsley, Delaney Kirkham, Bruce 
Kubelka, Logan Lamoreaux, Romeo 
Lovely, Whiley Lucero, Daniel Man-
jarrez, Ahrianna Martinez, Kelsey 
Matyniak, Olivia Moody, James 
Morgan, Juliana Ortiz, Arya Patel, 
Alan Renteria, Lily Rogacki, Evelyn 
Rohwer, Max Roukema, Sofia Sou-
za, Wayde Sutherland, Ashton Tully, 
Avery White and Briggs Wilson.

Eighth grade
A Honor Roll: Lorelei Abramson, 

Zaiden Adams, Mikaila Anderson, 
Noah Bellina, Avea Bruce, Tacen 
Carter, Vivy DavRem, Tyler Dimond, 
Bella Jackson, Hawkin Kofke, Au-
brey Ledford, Kasen Limebrook, 
Katie Lucero, Madysan May, Nay-
ely Mendoza-Montes, Mila Miller, 
Luke Reynolds, Luis Rodriguez-
Ortiz, Colby Ross, Gage Sams, 
Oliver Samu, Gianna Shaeffer, Liam 
Sherman, Carrington Smith, Tyler 
Sottek, Janzen Tuggle-Rapp, Ellie 
Vining and Molly Washburn.

Honor Roll: Cartier Antonez, 
Ethan Bracken, Ramona Casper, 
Trinity Chase, Quintin Cheykaychi, 
Riley Culligan, Jacen Easling, Garrett 
Elliott, Asha Erickson, Darria Fio-

renza, Allyson Firestone, Ava Gray-
son, John Grimes, Tristan Harper, 
Henry Hauger, Makayla James, 
Reese Jenkins, Gary Kimball, Gage 
Lister, Angelo Medina, Sara Morse, 
Sophia Muniz, Peyton Pfeiffer, Syd-
ney Plake, Angel Ramirez, Malakai 
Rardin, Isabelle Ratcliff, Layla Rivas, 
Leela Simpson, Audrina Smith, 
Hudson Stephens, Weston Sweet, 
Nicolas Tator and Malachi Vincent.

Community organizations invited to 
host summer meal program sites
Colorado Department of Education

Colorado’s Summer Meals Pro-
gram is seeking sponsors, sites and 
state partners to continue to ensure 
that Colorado children and teenag-
ers can access healthy meals during 
the summer break.

Last summer in Colorado, 83 
sponsors at 647 sites served more 
than 1.6 million summer meals 
through the Summer Meals Pro-
gram, which is funded by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and 
administered by the Colorado De-
partment of Education’s (CDE’s) 
School Nutrition Unit. 

During the summer of 2024, 
Colorado will provide electronic 
benefits to eligible families through 
the Summer Electronic Benefit 
Transfer Program in addition to 
supporting families through the 
Summer Meals Program.

The CDE, the Colorado Blue-
print to End Hunger and Hunger 
Free Colorado are working together 
to increase the number of chil-
dren receiving summer meals by 

encouraging community-serving 
organizations (including camps; 
local, municipal, county or state 
governments; public or private 
college or universities participating 
in national youth sports programs; 
and private nonprofit organiza-
tions) to serve as Summer Meals 
Program sites. Organizations in-
terested in serving as sponsors or 
state partners can visit the CDE’s 
Become a Sponsor webpage.

Recent data show that in 17 
percent of Colorado households 
with children, families faced eco-
nomic challenges in providing 
sufficient food for their children 
and 44 percent struggled to pay 
household expenses, including 
groceries. 

“Colorado is providing consis-
tent access to critical nutrition dur-
ing the school year through school 
meals with expanded participation 
through the Healthy School Meals 
for All program, but our students 
face food instability during the 
summer months,” said Hunger 
Free Colorado CEO Marc Jacobson. 

“The Summer Meals Program fills a 
critical gap in providing nutritious 
meals during the months where 
children need it most.”

“Every child should be able to 
access nutritious food when school 
is out of session, and the Colorado 
Department of Education, along 
with program sponsors and sites, 
strives to ensure that’s possible 
across the state,” said Colorado 
Blueprint to End Hunger Impact 
Director Justice Onwordi.

About the Summer Meals 
Program 

Meals are free to all kids and 
teens 18 years and younger. In ru-
ral locations, some meals may be 
taken home to eat.

Parents do not need to apply to 
the program for their children to 
get free summer meals.

Organizations that can admin-
ister the Summer Meals Program 
include schools, nonprofit orga-
nizations, government entities, 
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To our donors, sponsors and grantors
Thank you for all the love and support in 2023      .....

Aspen House will be the first home in the Pagosa Springs area that will provide 
supervised housing and support services for adults with developmental disabilities. 

Aspen House/Aspen Services Mission: To cultivate an environment of success 
for adults with developmental disabilities and their community.

100+ Men Who Care Mile High Chapter
All About You Day Spa
Alpine Medical and Specialties
The Antler Shed
Archuleta County 
Archuleta County Iron Works 
Archuleta Properties LLC 
Carolyn Arnold
Evie Ausen 
Robert and Sam Bair
Doug Beeman
Kenneth Berg
Blown Away Hair Studio
Bowdridge Property Solutions
Ken and Anita Bowles
Julia and Christopher Boyd
Jo Bridges 
Bronco Energy
Julie Brown/ Runs with Scissors
Dr. Robert Brown 
Patricia Brown 
Susan and Michael Buchner 
The Buck Stops Here
Terry and Teresa Burge
Lola Butler
Tony and Mary Carosa
Keena and Todd Carstensen
Charity Jane Pitcher Memorial Fund
Amanda Cheatham
Chow Down
City Market
Judith Collins
Colorado Housing and Finance Authority
The Colorado Trust
Community Foundation Serving  

Southwest Colorado
Pattie Copenhaver
Billy Cotts /Re-Sport and Stitches and 

Dimples 
Jody Weddle-Country Pumpkins Childcare 
Bill and Nancy Crouse 
A Custom Tree
David and Beverly Cuyler
Daughters of the American Revolution
David and Lorren Dawes
Design A Sign
Jim and Becky Dorian 
Dusty Roads Gifts 
Ears 2 U Hearing Aid Center 
Echo IT Consulting LLC
Elizabeth Hair Design 
Elktrace Bed and Breakfast 
Engel Völkers Pagosa Springs
Jim and Donna Fait 
Cyndi Figaro 
Matt and Maggie Fischer
Don Ford – UCAL
Ron and Mary Forman 
Galles Properties 
Brian Griego 
Growing Spaces
Gurley Trust
Healing Waters Resort and Spa

Bryan and Julie Hinds
Linda Hobbs 
Holiday Inn
Teresa and John Huft
Karl and Joanne Irons
Jann C Pitcher Real Estate 
Deborah Jennings 
Lisa Jensen 
JoAnn Laird Real Estate 
Chris and Barbara Johnson 
Georgia Johnson 
Lynn Johnson
Joycrow Inc 
Alice Keil 
Lori Kelly 
Knights of Columbus 
Michael and Pamela Kostin 
Mary Kurt-Mason
June Landgraf
Pamela Larsen 
Linda and Leroy Lattin
Lazy One Pagosa
Leading Edge Financial Planning 
Nancy Lee
Mike and Kerstin LeRoux
The Lift Coffee House
Kimball and Mary Lloyd-Jones 
Bryan and Nicolle Looper 
Anthony and Helen Lord 
Mackey Insurance
Mary Tighe
Dennis Medina
Mauricio and Veronica Medina 
Frank and Marlene Meiners 
Jude Monteleone
Mountain and Meadow Real Estate 
Mountain Eye Care 
Mountain Pizza and Taproom
Mountain Quest LLC 
Mountain Spirits 
Fred Munger 
Martha Murphy 
Robert and Carolyn Nemeth 
Natural Grocers
No Limits Ranch
Sean and Connie O’Donnell
Ruby Osberg
Overlook Hot Springs
 Frazer Owen 
Pagosa Brokers 
Pagosa Pines RV Park 
Pagosa Springs Golf Club
Pagosa Springs Medical Center
The Pagosa Springs Sun 
David and Janet Pain 
Richard and Gayle Parry
Carolyn Paschal
Julie Pederson 
Piedra Automotive
Pine Ridge Rehabilitation and Healthcare 

Center 
Jann and Todd Pitcher
Kathleen Platz 

Rica Potenz 
Randle Family Charitable Fund 
Zane and Rita Rasnic
Ray Family Charitable Account
Redtail Property Care, LLC
David and Janet Richardson 
Paul and Katherine Ridenhour 
Lee Riley- I Sell Pagosa LLC
Pat and Nikki Rippe
Dave Robb
Rocky Mountain Timberworks
Malcolm and Joan Rodger
Mary Rose 
Claudia Rosenbaum
Ruby Sisson Library Foundation
Christine Schmidt-Milkovich
Joan Scott
San Juan RediMix
Sara Scott
Polly Seale
Robert Serra- Susan Martin 
Seven Rivers Steakhouse
Chris Seymore
Sherpa Real Estate
Sky Ute Casino
Fran Smith
Nicole Smith
Marybeth Snyder
Soul Medicinals Massage 
Thomas and Katheryn Strang
Strohecker Asphalt and Paving Inc
Mr. and Mrs. ET Summers
Sy’s Taxidermy/ Cole’s Meat Processing
Talamante Construction LLC
Team Pagosa Realty Group 
Team Ranson LLC 
Evelyn Tennyson 
Terry’s Ace Hardware 
The Tile and Carpet Store 
Becky Thompson
Tim Brown Construction LLC 
Dr. Roy and Debra Tinguely
Tothe Services LLC 
Town of Pagosa Springs 
Two Chicks and a Hippie
Two Old Crows
Upscale Resale
Jim Van Liere
Brad and Kim Van Wormer 
Wayne and Nancy Walls
 Walmart
 Joseph Dayton Wells 
Meg Wempe 
Bill and Devon Wiggens 
Arthur Wilson 
Wolf Creek Realty Colorado LLC
Zuberfizz

PRESIDENTIAL 
PRIMARY 

ELECTION NOTICE 
ARCHULETA COUNTY, 

COLORADO

To the Electors of Archuleta County, Colorado,  
in accordance with the provisions of  

Section §1-5-205 C.R.S., 
notice is hereby given that a 
Presidential Primary Election 

will be held in Archuleta County, 
on Tuesday, the 5th day of March, 2024.   

Eligible Voters:  All Active Registered Democratic, Republican and Unaffiliated voters.

Attention Unaffiliated Voters:  If you have not declared a party preference, you will 
receive two (2) ballots in your mail ballot packet.  You MUST only return one (1) ballot 
in order for your vote to count.

Mail Ballots:  Beginning on February 12, 2024 the Archuleta County Clerk & Recorder 
will send a mail ballot packet to every Active voter who is registered in Archuleta County.  
To be counted, mail ballots must be returned to and in the hands of the Archuleta County 
Clerk & Recorder no later than 7:00 p.m. on Election Day, March 5, 2024.  Postmarks 
do not count.

Polling Locations:  Beginning Monday, February 26, 2024 the Election’s Office located 
at 449 San Juan St. (behind the Old Courthouse), will serve as the official Voter Service 
and Polling Center (VSPC).  The VSPC hours are 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday from February 26 through March 4, 8:00 a.m. – Noon on Saturday, March 2, and 
7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. Election Day, Tuesday, March 5, 2024.  On Election Day ONLY 
7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.:  PLPOA Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave., Pagosa Springs, CO. 

Drop-Box Locations: The County installed secure ballot drop-boxes, which will be open 
24/7 with video surveillance from February 14 through 7:00 p.m. on Election Day, March 
5, 2024.  There are two locations: (Old Courthouse) 449 San Juan Street, Pagosa 
Springs, CO located outside on the sidewalk near the flagpoles.  (Tara Community 
Center) 333 Milton Lane, Arboles, CO.

Drop-Off Locations: You may also drop-off your voted ballot at the Election’s Office 
located at 449 San Juan St. (behind the Old Courthouse), between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. Monday through Friday beginning February 26, 2024 through March 4, 8:00 a.m. 
– Noon on Saturday, March 2, and 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. Election Day, Tuesday, March 
5, 2024.  

The following are the official nominations that will be voted on at the Archuleta County, 
March 5, 2024 Presidential Primary Election.

“Warning:  Any person who, by use of force or other means, unduly influences an 
eligible elector to vote in any particular manner or to refrain from voting, or who falsely 
makes, alters, forges, or counterfeits any mail ballot before or after it has been cast, or 
who destroys, defaces, mutilates, or tampers with a ballot is subject, upon conviction, 
to imprisonment, or to a fine, or both.” 

President of the United States (Democratic) 
(Vote for One) 
(01) Jason Michael Palmer 
(02) Gabriel Cornejo 
(03) Frankie Lozada 
(04) Dean Phillips 
(05) Stephen P Lyons 
(06) Marianne Williamson 
(07) Joseph R Biden Jr 
(08) Armando “Mando” Perez-Serrato 
(09) Noncommitted delegate 

*The Colorado Democratic Party submitted a request for a “Noncommitted delegate” 
to appear on the 2024 Presidential Primary Ballot under the provisions of Colorado 
Revised Statutes 1-4-1204(3). Per statute, a vote for the Noncommitted delegate 
provides “a place on the primary ballot for electors who have no presidential candidate 
preference to register a vote to send a noncommitted delegate to the political party’s 
national convention.

President of the United States (Republican) 
(Vote for One) 
(01) Vivek Ramaswamy 
(02) Asa Hutchinson 
(03) Nikki Haley 
(04) Ron DeSantis 
(05) Chris Christie 
(06) Ryan L Binkley 
(7) Donald J. Trump 
(8) Write-In

Below is a list of the certified write-in candidates who have filed the required paperwork 
with the Secretary of State. These candidates may not be listed on the ballot; however, 
voters may write the candidate’s name on the ballot in the appropriate space provided 
in order to cast a vote for that candidate. As a result, any ballot containing the districts 
below must contain a write-in line.

President of the United States (Republican) 
(01) Rachel Hannah “Mohawk” Swift 
(02) Walter Iwachiw

Kristy Archuleta  
County Clerk & Recorder  
PO Box 2589 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147   
970-264-8331

camps, universities, and commu-
nity and faith-based organizations.

Parents and youth can find sum-
mer meal sites by texting “FOOD” 
or “COMIDA” to 304-304 or visiting 
www.kidsfoodfinder.org.

Meals served follow USDA nutri-
tion guidelines. 

About the Summer  
Electronic Benefit  
Transfer Program

Eligible families with school-
aged children could receive $40 
per month per child during the 
summer months. 

Funds to purchase groceries are 
placed on EBT cards.

The Colorado Department of 
Human Services leads the program 
with support from CDE. 

To learn more about the Colo-
rado Blueprint to End Hunger, visit 
endhungerco.org.

To learn more about Hunger 

Free Colorado, visit Hunger-
FreeColorado.org.

Meals
n Continued from6

The following meetings are subject to 
change. 

Thursday, Feb. 8
Main Street Advisory Board meet-

ing. 4 p.m., Pagosa Senior Cen-
ter dining room, Ross Aragon 
Community Center, 451 Hot 
Springs Blvd. See town website 
for participation information: 
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Monday, Feb. 12
San Juan Water Conservancy Dis-

trict meeting. 4 p.m., 46 Eaton 
Drive, Suite 5. Visit https://www.
sjwcd.org/ for Zoom option.

Tuesday, Feb. 13
Main Street Advisory Board and 

Colorado Department of Trans-
protation meet and greet. 5:30 
p.m., Riff Raff Brewing Company 
274 Pagosa St. In-person only.

Pagosa Springs Planning Commis-
sion meeting. 5:30 p.m. Town 
Hall, 551 Hot Springs Blvd. See 
town website for participation 
information: https://pago-
sasprings.civicweb.net/portal/.

Archuleta School District Board 
of Education meeting. 6 p.m., 
Pagosa Springs Middle School 
library, 309 Lewis St. See www.
mypagosaschools.com for more 
information.

Wednesday, Feb. 14
Upper San Juan Library District 

Board Meeting.  4 p.m. via 
Zoom. Join the Zoom meet-
ing at https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/83398449146.

Thursday, Feb. 15 
Archuleta County Board of Health 

meeting. 3 p.m., Archuleta Coun-
ty administration building, 
commissioners’ meeting room, 
398 Lewis St. For more infor-
mation, visit http://archuleta-
county.org/agendacenter.

Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation 
District regular meeting. 5 p.m., 
PAWSD administrative offices, 
100 Lyn Ave.

Archuleta County Republican Cen-
tral Committee meeting. 5:30 
p.m., Ross Aragon Community 
Center, 451 Hot Springs Blvd. 

Tuesday, Feb. 20
Archuleta County Board of County 

Commissioners work session. 
8:30 a.m., Archuleta County 
administration building, com-
missioners’ meeting room, 398 
Lewis St. View Zoom meeting 
at: https://zoom.us/j/9160904
8375?pwd=dlFFV0J1cGVKa1N
HWHFsa2taeGxtZz09, meeting 
ID: 916 0904 8375, passcode: 
4141885. For more information, 
visit http://archuletacounty.
org/agendacenter.

Archuleta County Board of County 
Commissioners meeting. 1:30 
p.m., Archuleta County admin-
istration building, commission-
ers’ meeting room, 398 Lewis St. 
View Zoom meeting at: https://
zoom.us/j/91609048375?pwd=
dlFFV0J1cGVKa1NHWHFsa2ta
eGxtZz09, meeting ID: 916 0904 
8375, passcode: 4141885. For 
more information, visit http://

archuletacounty.org/agenda-
center.

Archuleta County Board of County 
Commissioners and Pagosa 
Springs Town Council joint work 
session. 5:30 p.m., Archuleta 
County administration building, 
commissioners’ meeting room, 
398 Lewis St. See town or county 
websites for more information.

Wednesday, Feb. 21
Pagosa Springs Community De-

velopment Corporation meet-
ing. 5 p.m., West Conference 
Room, Community Center, 451 
Hot Springs Blvd. Join by Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8355
2743149?pwd=Z0RXejNJQXo0Tk
NNZmlYM0h4UHB5QT09, meet-
ing ID: 835 5274 3149, passcode: 
191160.

Archuleta County Planning 
Commission meeting. 6 p.m., 
Archuleta County administra-
tion building, commissioners’ 
meeting room, 398 Lewis St. 
View Zoom meeting at: https://
zoom.us/j/91609048375?pwd=
dlFFV0J1cGVKa1NHWHFsa2ta
eGxtZz09, meeting ID: 916 0904 
8375, passcode: 4141885. For 
more information, visit http://
archuletacounty.org/agenda-
center.

Thursday, Feb. 22
Pagosa Springs Town Council meet-

ing. 5 p.m. Town Hall, 551 Hot 
Springs Blvd. See town website 
for participation information: 
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Public Meetings

Established 
1909.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100
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Stop by our agency and meet Kathy Lapen, 
the newest addition to the Michalak Insurance Agency — 

Farmers Insurance Pagosa Springs.  
Ask Kathy for a free 2024 Calendar!

46 Eaton Drive, Ste. 7 behind City Market

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. 
Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance 
companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are 
authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states. Life 
Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 
300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Call 970.731.5258 today!
Let us help you get smart about your coverage options.

MAKING SENSE OF THE 
LOCAL INSURANCE MARKET
Automobile insurance • Homeowners insurance • Life insurance

Kathy Lapen

Election
n Continued from front

Who’s on the ballot?
Following are the official nomi-

nations that wil be voted on for the 
presidential primary.

Democratic ballot
The Democratic ballot will in-

clude the following candidates for 
president: Jason Michael Palmer, 
Gabriel Cornejo, Frankie Lozada, 
Dean Phillips, Stephen P. Lyons, 
Marianne Williamson, Joseph 
R. Biden Jr., Armando “Mando” 
Perez-Serrato and a noncommitted 
delegate.

The election notice explains, 
“The Colorado Democratic Party 

submitted a request for a ‘Noncom-
mitted delegate’ to appear on the 
2024 Presidential Primary Ballot 
under the provisions of Colorado 
Revised Statutes 1-4-1204(3). Per 
statute, a vote for the Noncom-
mitted delegate provides ‘a place 
on the primary ballot for electors 
who have no presidential candi-
date preference to register a vote 
to send a noncommitted delegate 
to the political party’s national 
convention.”

Republican ballot
The Republican ballot will in-

clude the following candidates 
for president: Vivek Ramaswamy, 
Asa Hutchinson, Nikki Haley, Ron 

DeSantis, Chris Christie, Ryan L. 
Binkley, Donald J. Trump and a 
write-in option.

The notice explains the certified 
write-in candidates filed the re-
quired paperwork with the secre-
tary of state. 

“These candidates may not be 
listed on the ballot; however, voters 
may write the candidate’s name on 
the ballot in the appropriate space 
provided in order to cast a vote for 
that candidate,” it states. 

The certified write-in candi-
dates are Rachel Hannah “Mo-
hawk” Swift and Walter Iwachiw.

In a press release, the Colorado 
Secretary of State’s Office ex-

plained, “The U.S. Supreme Court 
has agreed to hear arguments to the 
Colorado Supreme Court’s decision 
that Donald Trump is ineligible to 
appear on the Colorado Presiden-
tial Primary ballot. His name will 
appear on the 2024 Presidential 
Primary ballot as a result.”

Returning your ballot
Voted ballots can be returned via 

mail, dropped off to a secured drop 
box or dropped off at the Archuleta 
County Election’s Office.

The county has two ballot drop 
boxes with video surveillance that 
will be open 24/7 beginning Feb. 
14. One is located on the sidewalk 
outside 449 San Juan St. (the former 

county courthouse). The other is 
at the TARA Community Center in 
Arboles.

The election’s office is located at 
the back of the 449 San Juan St. 
building. It will be open 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Monday through Friday 
beginning Feb. 26, 8 a.m. to noon 
on March 2 and 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Election Day.

Voter Service and Polling 
Center

Beginning Feb. 26, the election’s 
office will serve as the Voter Service 
and Polling Center.

The hours will be 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday beginning 

Feb. 26, 8 a.m. to noon on March 
2 and 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election 
Day, March 5.

From 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Elec-
tion Day only, a polling location 
will be set up at the Pagosa Lakes 
Property Owners Association Club-
house clubhouse located at 230 
Port Ave. 

How to register to vote
Those eligible can register to 

vote up to and including Election 
Day at www.govotecolorado.gov 
or at the county’s election’s office. 

More information on registering 
to vote is available at https://www.
archuletacounty.org/192/Elections.

randi@pagosasun.com

played on the soccer team.
He explained that his involve-

ment with Pagosa soccer began in 
1987, shortly after he and his family 
moved to the area.

That year, Kurt-Mason assistant 
coached the team under then head 
coach Jack Ellis.

However, at the end of that sea-
son, Kurt-Mason stated that he 
recognized the need for a feeder 
program for the high school team.

To help create this program, 
Kurt-Mason explained that he 
stepped away from high school 
coaching and founded a soccer club 
called the Pagosa Sting.

“The first year, I had one team 
and we practiced a few times a week 
and then, on Saturdays, I borrowed 
the senior citizens bus and I drove 
the kids over to Durango to play in 
the rec league over there,” he said, 
adding that most of the participants 
were in third grade at the time.

He stated that, in the club’s sec-
ond year, it grew to approximately 
70 participants and began hold-
ing tournaments on Saturdays in 
Pagosa on the soccer fields by the 
Pagosa Springs Elementary School, 
which Kurt-Mason helped build.

By the Sting’s third year, the club 
included 250 students and was able 
to hold local events and tourna-
ments instead of having to travel to 
Durango, Kurt-Mason explained.

During this time, Kurt-Mason 
stated that the high school soccer 
program ended due to challenges 
with low numbers of players and 
extensive travel.

He also stated that, between 1988 
and 1998, he would travel to Alaska 
for two weeks every summer to 
assist with the Thunder Mountain 
Soccer Camp.

Kurt-Mason explained that the 
camp included approximately 220 
students and involved coaches 
from across the Washington and 
Alaska area.

He commented that the experi-
ence of working at this camp and 
with those coaches significantly 
bolstered his own coaching abilities.

In 1995, Kurt-Mason explained 
that he became head coach of the 
high school soccer program and 
restarted it, with players from the 
Pagosa Sting giving the Pirates 
enough members to go through the 
probationary year necessary to join 
the Colorado High School Activities 
Association (CHSAA).

During this year, Kurt-Mason 
stated that the team included girls 
and boys and that the team traveled 
extensively, playing schools like 
Montrose, Ridgway and Telluride.

The next year, he stated, the team 
was able to officially join the CHSAA 
Intermountain League (IML), in 
which it currently plays.

Kurt-Mason stated that this pe-
riod was one of evolution for the 
Sting as well, with the regular prac-
tices and tournaments the program 
facilitated ending in 1995 due to 
both his increased workload coach-
ing the Pirates and the creation of a 
youth soccer program by the Pagosa 
Springs Parks and Recreation De-
partment.

In 1996, the Sting became the 
host and intermediary for a Major 
League Soccer summer camp in 
Pagosa, which occurred annually 
between 1996 and 2000.

After this, Kurt-Mason explained 
that the Sting continued to host and 
facilitate Challenger Sports summer 
soccer camps, which continue to 
this day.

In 1999, the high school launched 
a girls’ team with Kurt-Mason as 
head coach.

Airen Renner, who played with 
the Pirates from 1996 to 2000 and 
also played on the Pagosa Sting, 
commented that soccer was rela-

tively obscure in the U.S. at the time 
and this obscurity and lack of pres-
tige helped build the community 
of the team.

“It really made us a close-knit 
group of just getting to experience 
traveling and playing for a team and 
playing for one another, coaches on 
down,” he commented. “It was so 
much fun. We went to Aspen. We got 
the night in Aspen and experienced 
stuff I’d never experienced before. 
We went and ate at a nice fancy 
restaurant as a team. And just the 
comradery that grew from it, start-
ing from Lindsey and working its 
way down to everyone on the team.”

He added that the experience of 
traveling to a range of communities 
in the region to play soccer was also 
a highlight.

Renner noted that, partially be-
cause of the overall cultural influ-
ence of soccer and because there 
were limited opportunities for 
youth soccer in the area, the soc-
cer team received relatively limited 
attention and prestige at the high 
school.

“Because it was such a second-
thought-about sport I think it really 
kind of pushed us all to be closer as 
a group, as a family experiencing all 
this stuff,” he stated. “There were a 
lot of just fun times going all over 
the place and getting to travel and 

getting to compete with people that 
you grew so close together.”

Peter Dach, who also played on 
the Pirates from 1996 to 2000 and on 
the Pagosa Sting, echoed Renner’s 
comments about the closeness 
of the team and highlighted Kurt-
Mason’s role in promoting soccer 
in the broader community.

“He was not only teaching kids, 
but he was also teaching their par-
ents,” he said.

He noted that watching soccer 
was difficult in the time he was 
playing and that few parents knew 
it well.

“He was the first one to really 
bring the game of soccer to Pagosa,” 
Dach commented on Kurt-Mason. 
“And he also brought the passion 
and ... if you talk about soccer, then 
you know there’s a lot of passion 
with that sport.”

He remarked that some of his 
favorite memories of playing soccer 
with the Pirates were the bus rides 
to and from games and the com-
munity the team built.

“It was not necessarily the games 
or where we played; it was the bus 
rides and the comradery that Lind-
sey brought to our team,” he said. 
“We were definitely just a very tight-
knit team. ... And to this day, I’m very 
good friends with everyone I played 
with on that team.”

Coaching and the league
Kurt-Mason highlighted his 2001 

acquisition of a Dutch coaching 
license as a changing point in his 
coaching style, sharpening his focus 
on defense and on “building up and 
attacking from the back.”

He commented that acquiring 
this license involved a challenging 
week-long training at Regis Univer-
sity in Denver, including classroom 
instruction, field demonstrations of 
coaching techniques, and observing 
and developing practices for youth 
teams.

Kurt-Mason commented that his 
first priority as a coach was to de-
velop a “good culture” on the team, 
“to win with humility and lose with 
grace.”

“The scoreboard doesn’t make 
winners or losers,” he added. “It’s 
your attitude.”

During his time as a coach, Kurt-
Mason explained that he developed 
unique activities and traditions 
for the team, such as running up 
Wolf Creek Pass one day during the 
team’s summer practices.

Former Pirate soccer player 
Kevin Blue, who played on the team 
from 2004 to 2008, mentioned the 
Wolf Creek Pass runs as a highlight 
of his time on the team.

“That was my favorite part of 

soccer, was running Wolf Creek ... 
at the beginning of the season,” 
Blue stated.

He explained that, after practice 
during the week, “At the very end 
of the week, on Friday, we would 
meet at Treasure Falls at 4:30 a.m. 
or 5:30 a.m. and we’d run to the top. 
Mr. Kurt-Mason was all about team 
building and, when we’d get to the 
top, he would not say anything, 
but he would want us varsity team 
to run back for anybody that had 
lost the group. And ... my freshman 
year, I was like, ‘Wait, what’s going 
on? We’re running back down to get 
kids that can’t run up?’ But, then 
my sophomore, junior, senior year, 
going back for those kids that were 
slackin’, you could see the energy in 
their run when they’d see us com-
ing down to get them. That was a 
really cool thing that happened on 
the pass.”

Kurt-Mason commented that, in 
the earlier years of the program, 
the IML “used to be the stepchild.”

“Nobody really cared,” he add-
ed, commenting that the CHSAA 
board did not understand the 
amount of travel time and levels 
of geographical isolation that the 
teams in the IML faced.

Kurt-Mason commented that 
this isolation also led to difficulties 
n See Coaching A9

man, who’s in charge of running 
municipal elections, said, “This is 
the first time I’ve ever had to do 
this.” 

She noted that it was her 18th 
year anniversary of serving in her 
position with the town, receiving 
applause from the council and the 
public. 

“This is the very first time we’ve 
been able to cancel an election. I’m 
so very excited,” she said. 

Wondering why Hessman was 
so delighted, Martinez asked her if 
canceling the election would “save 
any money” for the town. 

“Oh, yes. It will probably save us 
between $4,000 to $5,000,” Hess-
man said. 

She then congratulated the can-
didates and thanked them for “run-
ning and serving our community.”

A motion was then made by 
Lindner to approve the resolution, 
canceling the election, to which 
Mayor Shari Pierce jokingly asked, 
“Is that a conflict of interest?”

To laughter in the room, the mo-
tion was seconded and carried 
unanimously by the council, with 
deGraaf and council member 
Madeline Bergon absent from the 
meeting. 

derek@pagosasun.com

miles uphill to the PAWSD-owned 
Vista treatment plant, according 
to PAWSD. 

Aging infrastructure and a his-
tory of failing lift station pumps has 
required the district to spend over a 
million dollars to keep the current 
system running adequately, the 
MOU states. 

“There remains uncertainty as 
to the long-term viability of the 
[town’s] main pipeline and two 
pump stations,” the MOU states. 

The town’s “collection system 
suffers from clogging, root intru-
sion ... and pipe deterioration, 
resulting in significant intrusion 
and inflow due to the advanced 
age and deferred maintenance,” 
the MOU states. 

Roaring Fork’s analysis sug-

gested that, in the short term, the 
town’s sanitation district would 
need to fix these problems and 
also noted that, in the longer term, 
PAWSD’s Vista plant, which treats 
the town’s wastewater, would need 
to incur “significant costs to remain 
in compliance” with state environ-
mental regulations, particularly the 
amount of inorganic nitrogen and 
phosphorus that it discharges into 
the San Juan watershed. 

PAWSD has estimated that 
bringing the Vista plant into com-
pliance with state regulations 
would be a multimillion-dollar 
upgrade project. 

The town would be responsible 
for 25 percent of these upgrade 
costs, per the current agreement, 
potentially putting the town on the 
hook for expensive repairs if both 

entities — PAWSD and the town — 
want to continue the status quo.

This reality has led both entities 
to consider the idea of building a 
new, jointly run wastewater treat-
ment plant closer to downtown. 

The proposed new MOU states 
that, “as part of the Roaring Fork 
Study, it is noted that if consolidation 
is pursued between” the two enti-
ties, “the community may be better 
served by a new wastewater treat-
ment facility,” with South Yamaguchi 
Park being the ideal location. 

“Both Parties acknowledge there 
are items of mutual interest and will 
be worked on in a collaborative and 
diligent manner,” the MOU states. 

“Both Parties acknowledge the 
need to work collaboratively to 
pursue grants and/or loans to fund 
a possible new WWTF [wastewater 

treatment facility] possibly located 
at Yamaguchi South,” the MOU 
states.

Council member Leonard Mar-
tinez explained that he likes that 
the new MOU offers “a working 
template” for the entities to work 
together to solve a pressing issue 
for the community. 

The council then unanimously 
voted to table the new MOU for 
future consideration. 

The MOU should come back 
before the board at one of its March 
meetings, according to Harris. 

At a previous meeting, Pierce 
said, “If we don’t have a sanitation 
system, we don’t have a place for 
people to live, and our businesses 
can’t function, so this is very vital to 
the core of our community.”

At that same meeting, the board 

discussed the need to raise rates to 
keep the current system running and 
to upgrade it to a point that would 
both prepare it for the future and 
for a potential merger with PAWSD. 

The board ultimately raised 
rates to $66.50, the number rec-
ommended by Roaring Fork’s rate 
study, which was up from $49.55 
per month before the increase.

The council’s No. 1 stated prior-
ity for 2024 is the town’s sanitation 
district. 

The goal is to “[d]evelop a long-
term strategy to provide essential 
sanitation and treatment services 
that are financially viable, future 
oriented, and maximize the exist-
ing assets and partnerships in a 
community of our size with limited 
resources.”

derek@pagosasun.com
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Full-service florist with floral designs 
for all life’s milestones and celebrations, including weddings and memorials. 

Sustainable and affordable floral design. 
Bespoke designs and home decor incorporate unique, re-purposed, and up-cycled 

materials along with design tools that are recyclable or biodegradable. 
Now booking weddings so call to set up an appointment to discuss your floral needs. 

Fun, monthly, themed design sessions or by appointment for small groups.

Wednesday Bouquet 
Seasonal Floral & Home Décor LLC

1501 W Hwy 160 Building 1
(Put Hill in front of  Pagosa Pines RV Park)

DesignerK@WednesdayBouquet.com • 970-443-4775
Regular hours 10-5 Tuesday-Saturday 

(Closed Sunday and Monday)

WednesdayBouquet.com
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook

Introducing 
Pagosa’s newest florist

Valentine 
Hours

10-5 
Mon-Sat 

Register for a Valentine’s Day themed 
guided floral design session
Take home an arrangement made by you! 

Five one-hour sessions available on Monday, February 12 
10 AM, 12 PM, 2 PM 4 PM and 6 PM

Participants will create a one dozen stem vase arrangement 
(roses or other flower varieties) or a candy box candle arrangement. 

$50 per participant includes all materials. 
Space is limited to 10 participants per hourly session so register early!

Visit our 
pop-up 
Valentine 
Floral Shop 
inside Choke 
Cherry Tree 
(56 Talisman Dr.) 
for package deals 
on chocolate and 
flowers!

in ranking teams, which at the time 
was a factor in determining playoff 
placements, as coaches from the 
Front Range had never seen the IML 
teams play and had little informa-
tion on them except for scores.

“And I wouldn’t know how to rank 
them either,” he added.

Renner commented that playing 
in the IML and in 3A in general was 
challenging due to the disparities 
between the public and private 
schools in the classification, with 
many of the private schools being 
superior due to working to recruit 
highly talented players for their 
teams.

“You’re going against someone 
who’s getting recruited to [National 
College Athletics Association Divi-
sion 1]. It’s hard to get past those 
guys,” Renner said.

Kurt-Mason stated that the IML 
that the team played in transformed 
in the mid-2010s when CHSAA 
introduced the 2A classification, 

taking teams like Crested Butte, Tel-
luride and Ridgway out of the IML 
and into 2A.

He stated that this reduced the 
amount of traveling the team did 
and led the Pirates to pick up more 
games with teams outside of the 
IML to fill out the schedule.

He commented that this was a 
challenge in terms of scheduling 
games, but had the benefit of expos-
ing the Pirates to more styles of play.

The IML generally improved over 
time, Kurt-Mason commented, 
with programs expanding and the 
league’s teams becoming better 
understood and recognized in the 
state soccer community.

The Pirate boys’ soccer team 
made 16 appearances in the playoffs 
over Kurt-Mason’s career, with the 
team’s first playoff appearance hap-
pening in 1996 and the last in 2022.

The Lady Pirate girls’ team made 
five appearances over Kurt-Mason’s 
coaching career, with the first in 
2004 and the last in 2019.

For each opponent the teams 
faced, Kurt-Mason explained that 
he made an effort to understand 
their playing style before the match.

“I try to figure out how the team 
is doing before we play them,” he 
said. “And I try to call at least some-
body who’s played that team just 
to get an idea of how they play. I’ve 
got a lot of friends out there who I 
can call.”

He added that he typically treat-
ed regular season and playoff games 
the same, in accordance with the 
philosophy he tried to instill in his 
players of treating every game like a 
championship game.

Kurt-Mason commented that, 
although most of the 3A soccer 
games are now streamed, traveling 
to assess other teams and talking 
with coaches who have played 
against them remained his primary 
tools for planning strategies against 
upcoming opponents.

He commented that it is difficult 

Coaching
n Continued from A8

n See Coaching A14

conditions with the potential of 
damage to property due to freez-
ing of water pipes, and more im-
portantly, life safety concerns, 
with these consumers using space 
heaters, or even attaching their 
systems to other containers (e.g., 
100lb cylinders) without a proper 
test for leakage due to an interrup-
tion of service.”

At the work session, Le Roux 
stated that the Archuleta County 
Sheriff’s Office posted the informa-
tion on its social media pages Feb. 
5 and that local providers did not 
appear to be aware of suspension 
of refill law enforcement.

He added that the announce-
ment of the suspension was made 
at the end of January and that he 
was unsure how widely read the 
CPGA newsletter is in the industry.

Commissioner Ronnie Maez 
commented that the county would 
also have the information posted 
on its website.

Le Roux added that the Archuleta 
County Combined Dispatch Center 
is also aware of the announcement 

and is circulating the information 
to anyone who calls dispatch about 
propane needs.

Several area providers indicated 
they are able to keep up with de-
mand.

“Our local team is working hard 
to keep up with demand in Pagosa 
Springs and the surrounding area 
and we continue to have ample re-
sources to do so,” Ferrellgas Director 
of Corporate Communications Scott 
Brockelmeyer stated in an email to 
The SUN regarding Selph’s Propane, 
which Ferrellgas owns. “Customers 
who lease their tank from us should 
only contact Selph’s Propane when 
they are in need of a propane de-
livery. We encourage those who are 
enrolled in our Will Call program to 
contact us when their tank percent-
age reaches 30 percent and to allow 
a minimum of seven business days 
for delivery, and that all customers 
provide a clear path to their tank for 
our delivery personnel.”

Arrowhead Propane president 
Mike Helms stated in an interview 
that his company currently has 
sufficient propane supply and is on 

schedule with deliveries in the area.
Intermountain Propane co-

owner Michael Osborn explained 
in an interview that Intermountain 
plans to likely begin deliveries later 
this week and has both sufficient 
propane supply and drivers to meet 
demand.

He commented that he has 
heard many comments about area 
residents running low or out of 
propane and that he has received 
a large number of phone calls from 
customers area residents seeking to 
receive propane.

Basin Coop CEO Don Dukart 
stated in an interview that his com-
pany has been able to maintain 
supply and keep deliveries on time 
this winter, although he noted that 
he has received calls from custom-
ers of other companies requesting 
propane from Basin Coop due to 
difficulties in receiving refills.

He added that consistent staff-
ing has been a key to keeping 
deliveries on time and that he has 
heard that other companies in the 
area are struggling with staffing.

josh@pagosasun.com

Propane
n Continued from front
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Your source 
for community 

news.
The Pagosa Springs SUN

970-264-2100

A Cure for 
Winter Projects: 

Rent it from P.V.R.
Sewer Inspection Cameras

Sewer Snakes
Dehumidifier

Wood Chippers
Man Lifts

Dump Trailers
Skid Steers
Excavators

Log Splitters & more

305 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

See our full line of equipment on 
pinevalleyrental.com

Shop local for your 
equipment rental needs

BasketBall

Daniel L. Fiedler
Attorney at Law

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts 
Probate • Elder Law

970-507-8528 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

next to Restoration Church, behind City Market

Attorney

Accounting

Professional 
Directory

Storage & Office

Pagosa Springs 
Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place
behind Home Expo Center

Prices start 
at $2500

Sizes available: 5’x5’, 5’x10’,
10’x10’, 10’x15’, 10’x20’, and 10’x30’

For rental information call
Chris (970) 749-2867

JJ Accounting 
Services

264-5330 • 80 County Road 600 • FAX 264-4451

We can assist you with the following:
• Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
• Payroll and Payroll Taxes • W2s & 1099s
• Income Taxes:

Personal • LLC • Partnerships
Corporations • Electronic Filing

EXCAVATION WORK THAT MAKES THE GRADE

DRIVEWAYS • FOUNDATIONS • PONDS • BACKFILLING
FILL DIRT & GRAVEL HAULING • SEPTIC SYSTEMS • UTILITY WORK

Schedule 

your project 

today!

Sports

Pirates sail to three more victories
By Robert Moore
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Pirate basketball team posted three 
more victories over the last week as 
the team defeated the 3A Ignacio 
Bobcats and the 4A Alamosa Mean 
Moose over the weekend, and then 
traveled to Mancos on Tuesday 
night, Feb, 6, to notch another 
victory.

The wins improved the Pirates’ 
overall record to 18-1, extended 
their overall winning streak to 17 
games, their home court winning 
streak to seven, and the team 
remains in first place in the Inter-
mountain League (IML) with an 
8-0 record. 

The Pirates won at home on 
Friday, Feb. 2, against the Bobcats 
45-23, and followed that with a win 
Saturday, Feb. 3, against the Mean 
Moose by the score of 63-49. On 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, Pagosa defeated 
the Bluejays 50-43 in a game that 
was closer than the score indicated.

Ignacio jumped in front early in 
the first quarter to lead Pagosa 7-2, 
but 3-pointers by Colt Lewis and 
Creede Dozier gave the Pirates their 
first lead of the game, with Pagosa 
leading 8-7 at the end of the period.

Sparked by its defensive play 
and the scoring of Nathaniel Kin-
sley and Blake Laner, Pagosa took 
a 24-12 lead over the Bobcats into 
halftime.

The Pirates continued to widen 
their margin in the third quarter as 
the team led by 21 at the end of the 
period, 37-18. 

Coach Wes Lewis pulled the 
starters at the four-minute mark of 
the fourth quarter and the reserves 
closed out the game to win 45-23.

Lewis indicated that he was 
pleased to come away with the win, 
saying, “I thought we were OK that 
night on defense. We were good of-
fensively, we were OK, had kind of 
some spurts, had some times where 
things were clicking, and some 
times where things struggled. But 
yeah, I mean Ignacio’s not bad and 
we got the win, and we’re always 
happy to get a league win.”

The Pirates were led by Laner 
with 16 points, 13 rebounds, three 
assists and one steal, followed 
by Kinsley with 14 points, four 
rebounds, one assist and two 
steals. Colt Lewis added eight 
points, three rebounds, six assists 
and three steals. Dozier had three 
points and two assists. Seth Ziegler 
had two points, six rebounds and 
one assist. Ridge Wilson contrib-
uted two points, one rebound and 
one assist. Chase Harper chipped 
in three rebounds, two assists and 
one steal. Trey Garcia contributed 

one rebound and one block.
Pagosa tallied 16 assists, 32 re-

bounds, seven steals and 13 turn-
overs in the game while making one 
of five free throws for 20 percent.

On Saturday, the Pirates de-
feated the Alamosa Mean Moose 
63-49. 

Pagosa outscored Alamosa 15-6 
in the first quarter and 20-5 in the 
second quarter to take a 35-11 lead 
into halftime.

The Pirates led the Mean Moose 
49-25 at the end of the third.

In the fourth quarter, the Ala-
mosa press gave Pagosa some 
trouble late and the Mean Moose 
outscored the Pirates by 10 to 
tighten the game. The final score 
was 63-49 in favor of Pagosa.

“[That was] probably one of the 
better games we played all year 
long, especially the first three and 
a half quarters,” said Wes Lewis. 
“We’ve been striving ... to put 32 
minutes of basketball together 
against a good team. And we cer-
tainly consider Alamosa a good 
team, and just really pleased with 
the defensive effort.”

Although he indicated he was 
unhappy with his team’s turn-
overs and “poor decisions” in the 
fourth quarter, the coach stated, 
“I thought for three and a half 
quarters, that’s as good as our boys 
played all year.”

The Pirates were again led by 
Laner who contributed 24 points, 
9 rebounds, two assists, one steal 
and two blocks. Kinsley added 15 
points, seven rebounds, two assists 
and two steals. Colt Lewis had eight 
points, four rebounds, seven assists 
and three steals. Wilson scored six 
points and added five rebounds, 
one assist and one steal. Harper 
had four points, two rebounds and 
three assists. Dozier also scored 
four points to go with two rebounds 
and one assist. Zeigler had two 
points, one rebound and one assist. 
Jaxten Schiel added two rebounds.

For the game, Pagosa had 32 
rebounds, 17 assists, seven steals, 
two blocks and seven turnovers 
while making five of 12 free throws 
for 42 percent.

On Tuesday evening, the Pirates 
traveled to Mancos for a matchup 
with the 2A Mancos Bluejays.

In a game that Wes Lewis de-
scribed as “physical,” Pagosa post-
ed an 11-9 lead at the end of the 
first quarter. 

The two teams battled evenly in 
the second quarter to enter the 
locker room at halftime tied at 19 
points apiece.

Wes Lewis indicated his respect 
for Mancos, stating, “They’re 
a good team. They’re physical, 
they’re strong, they’re football-type 

kids ... We didn’t help ourselves with 
some of the shots we missed, but ... 
it’s always challenging over there.”

The game remained close 
throughout the third quarter and 
the Pirates held a slim two-point 
lead at the end of the period, 34-32.

The teams battled evenly 
throughout the fourth quarter 
until approximately two minutes 
remained in the game, with the 
Pirates leading by three. At that 
juncture, Laner blocked a shot, re-
trieved the ball and scored a layup 
on the other end to put Pagosa up 
by five.

For the remainder of the quarter, 
Wes Lewis said, “It was just good 
defense and securing the ball to 
kind of finish the game.” 

The coach added, “The two 
things you’re always happy to come 
away with in a game like that is: 
No. 1, nobody got hurt; No. 2, we 
got the win.”

Additional statistics for the 
game were not available by press 
time Wednesday.

With the three wins, the Pirates’ 
improved their record to 18-1 and 
moved up to No. 3 in the current 
4A Ratings Percentage Index (RPI) 
standings, which help determine 
postseason seedings. 

Ignacio’s record stands at 7-9, 
and the Bobcats are No. 23 in the 
3A RPI standings. 

Alamosa’s record is 11-7, and the 
Mean Moose are ranked No. 24 in 
the 3A RPI standings. 

Mancos’ record is 9-4, and the 
Bluejays are ranked No. 11 in the 
2A RPI standings.

The Pirates have three games on 
the docket this week, playing the 
3A Bayfield Wolverines at home on 
Friday, Feb. 9, at 7 p.m. 

The Wolverines’ sit at 3-13 and 
are ranked 45th in the 3A RPI 
standings. 

The Pirates will then hit the road 
to face the 3A Montezuma-Cortez 
Panthers on Saturday, Feb. 10, at 
4 p.m. 

The Panthers are 5-10 and are 
ranked No. 34 in the 3A RPI stand-
ings.

Pagosa will then face the Monte 
Vista Pirates at home on Tuesday, 
Feb. 13, at 7 p.m. 

Monte Vista’s record is 8-5, and 
the team is No. 28 in the 2A RPI 

standings.
robert@pagosasun.com

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Ignacio defenders attempt to slow Nathaniel Kinsley, who scored 14 
points in the Pirates’ 45-23 victory over the Bobcats Friday night.

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Ridge Wilson skies over the Alamosa Mean Moose to score two of his 
six points in Saturday’s game. The Pirates defeated Alamosa 63-49 to 
improve their record to 17-1.
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Good 
luck 
and 
play 

hard, 
Pirates!

662 Park Avenue  •  beehivehomesnm.com • 970-731-3340

Embrace a lifestyle where tranquility meets assistance. 
Our assisted living community is designed for your well-being.

Our compassionate staff will quickly become your extended family.
Serene surroundings for peace of mind and culinary delights served daily.

Explore the warmth of BeeHive Homes and schedule a tour now!
Call (970) 398-0666 and make your home with us, 

your journey to comfortable living begins here!

Your Haven of 
Comfort & Care.

wrestlinG

970-731-EXIT (3948)
565 Village Dr. Suite E, Pagosa Springs

www.exitrealtypagosa.com

Y Kentucky Derby, Senior Center
Y Fly In, Veterans
Y Valentine’s Day, Senior Center
Y Dancing with the Stars, Seeds of Learning
Y Golf Tournament, Veterans
Y Women Helping in Pagosa Springs
Y Spanish Fiesta, Senior Center
Y Christmas Bazaar, Senior Center
Y Halloween Hootenanny
Y Park the Bus School Supplies

Y Festival of Trees, Senior Center
Y Toys for Tots
Y Veterans Fly Fishing
Y Scholarships in Escrow
Y Bucks for Bikes
Y Aspen House Pagosa 
Y Ruby Sisson Library
Y Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs
Y Sullivan Foundation
Y and so much more!

Our Buyers & Sellers have allowed us to support these community organizations:

Christie Hunt
970-585-4531
Broker Associate

Denise Fisk
303-868-8972
Broker Associate

Drew Harbison
970-398-0521
Broker Associate

Gina Backer
970-880-0910
Broker Associate

Jacque Fahrion
970-946-8000
Broker Associate

Jean Brittingham
970-507-0885
Broker Associate

Jen Ott
951-492-8039
Broker Associate

Jeni Reno
970-317-8493
Broker Associate

Kim Moore
970-946-5619
Broker Associate

Liz Jamison
575-770-1190
Broker Associate

Jessica Low
970-903-8376

Owner/Employing Broker

Shelley Low
970-946-0930
Owner/Broker

Jessie Gregg
970-317-1624
Trainer/Manager

John Gillam
970-759-0763

National Instructor

Nick Johnson
970-274-2742
Owner/Broker

Melinda Gibson
575-446-8300
Broker Associate

Penny Loper
970-946-3639
Broker Associate

Veronica Medina
970-582-0066
Broker Associate

Scott Miller
970-946-1287
Broker Associate

READY TO BUY OR SELL?
Call our Agents — You Will Love Them, Too!

We Love Our Buyers & Sellers!We Love Our Community!
What our Clients say:
Y We can’t say enough good things about 

EXIT Realty! Our property sold quickly 
and without any hitches, and being a 
representative for us, they made sure all 
agreements and answers were fulfilled 
in a very timely manner. We would 
highly recommend EXIT Realty, as the 
whole experience went smoothly and 
professionally!!!”

Y The EXIT group is so great to work with. 
They are professional and knowledgeable. 
Will go the extra mile!

Y Everyone I encountered at EXIT Realty was 
professional and very helpful. They made 
the home buying process in this market as 
pleasant and smooth as it could be!

Y They know their stuff! Answering your 
needs precisely.

Y Our broker was the best! She was such an 
amazing Realtor - considerate, organized, 
thorough and professional. We truly felt like 
EXIT had our best interest in mind every 
step of the way. Highly recommend them!

Y We’ve bought and sold a lot of properties 
over the years and I can tell you that 
I’ve never worked with Realtors as 
professional and knowledgeable as the 
ones at EXIT Realty. Our broker went 
above and beyond in every phase of the 
sale. The network of contacts was nothing 
short of exceptional. Our whole family 
enjoyed working with them!

Your One-Stop

HOME 
INSPECTION 
SERVICE
• Safety
• Structural 

Integrity
• Equity

www.completehomeinspection.us

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL INSPECTIONS

Greg Pohlman
Certified Master 

Inspector

Are you 
Buying or Selling 

a Property?
Contact Greg Pohlman 

at Complete Home Inspection LLC
970-846-4712

“Providing quality inspection services since 1997.”

Pirates drop Intermountain League championship to Centauri
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Pirate boys’ wrestling team partici-
pated in the Intermountain League 
(IML) championship dual against 
Centauri in La Jara on Feb. 1, los-
ing 51-24.

Coach Dan Janowsky com-
mented that Centauri has a strong 
dual meet lineup with strong wres-
tlers across the lineup.

He added that Pagosa also has 
strong wrestlers, but not as many, 
and that he saw areas of improve-
ment with Pirate wrestlers during 
the event.

“But, the bottom line is, to see 
us improve and then kind of fall 
short in the way we did was a dis-
appointment,” he said. “We just 
wrestled ... really well in the early 
part of the match — the first period, 
sometimes into the second period 
— but then we ... didn’t finish. We 
wrestled a really good half a match. 
So, our work on our feet was good, 
was much improved even where 
we didn’t score or whatever, it was 
much, much better. It was much 
harder to score on us. We threat-
ened and that kind of stuff and 
that was good, but then we kind of 
let down in the second half of the 
match. ... We just mentally didn’t 
finish the match, kind of stopped 
wrestling.”

He commented that he is also 
concerned about the numbers of 
pins and amount of back points 
given up by Pirate wrestlers in later 
portions of the matches, noting 
that avoiding ending up on one’s 
back and moving out of the posi-
tion is a basic skill and focus for 
wrestling.

The coach added that he felt the 
matches at 106 pounds, 132 
pounds, 157 pounds and 165 
pounds were highly competitive 
at times, although the athletes in-
volved were eventually pinned or 
otherwise defeated.

The dual included three forfeits 
by Pagosa in the 113-pound, 
126-pound and 175-pound weight 
classes, scoring 18 points for Cen-
tauri.

Centauri also had one forfeit in 
the 285-pound weight class, scor-
ing six points for Pagosa.

In the 144-pound weight class, 
Colton Lucero pinned his oppo-
nent in two minutes, 25 seconds, 
scoring six more points for Pagosa.

Wyatt Hoover, competing in the 
150-pound weight class, was de-
feated by a 6-1 decision, scoring 
three points for Centauri.

The coach commented that 
Hoover has previously been pinned 
by this opponent twice and that he 
made “huge strides” in achieving a 
defeat by decision.

He added that Hoover showed 
intense effort during the match and 
that this was his favorite match of 
the night.

“You can lose and still give your 
team momentum. You can lose ... 
on the scoreboard, but you’re win-
ning in the way you’re executing 
your plan and you’re improving,” 
Janowsky said. “And, so he showed 
a lot of progress. And if you’re pro-
gressing towards winning, you’re 
winning, in a sense. So, I would 
give him high marks for the night. 
... That was the best he’s wrestled, 

and he deserves a lot of credit.”
In the 157-pound weight class, 

Seth Aucoin was pinned in 3:46, 
scoring six points for Centauri.

Derek Carter, wrestling in the 
165-pound weight class, was 
pinned in 3:28, giving Centauri six 
additional points.

In the 190-pound weight class, 
Conner Kelly was defeated by a 
10-0 major decision, scoring four 
points for the Falcons.

Janowsky commented that Kel-
ly’s defeat was by a larger margin 
than previous defeats by this op-
ponent — who is top-ranked in his 
weight class in Colorado 3A wres-
tling — partially due to the Cen-
tauri athlete changing his strategy.

In the 215-pound weight class, 
Harley Armijo pinned his opponent 
in 3:26, scoring six points for the 
Pirates.

Janowsky commented that 
Armijo is “really good at giving 
his best effort no matter who he’s 
wrestling.”

In the 106-pound weight class, 
Anthony Manzanares was pinned 
in 4:54, scoring six points for Cen-
tauri.

In the 120-pound weight class, 
Stetson Osborn was defeated by a 
17-1 technical fall in 3:31, scoring 
five points for Centauri.

Hudson Mazur, in the 132-pound 
weight class, was defeated 9-7 in 
the first sudden victory period, 
scoring Centauri three points.

Luke Tressler, in the 138-pound 
weight class, pinned his opponent 
in 1:13, scoring six points for the 
Pirates.

The Pirates will compete next at 
regionals in Colorado Springs at 
The Classical Academy on Feb. 9 
and 10.

Wrestling will begin at 4:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 9 and at 8:30 a.m. on Feb. 
10.

Janowsky commented that the 
team will focus on “giving their best 
effort no matter what the situation 
is” to prepare for the event.

He added that the top four wres-
tlers for each weight class at re-
gionals will progress to the state 
tournament.

josh@pagosasun.com

Girls’ 
wrestling 
to compete 
in regional 
tournament 
Feb. 9, 10
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Lady Pirate girls’ wrestling division 
will compete in the regional tour-
nament at Central High School in 
Grand Junction on Feb. 9 and 10, 
with wrestling beginning at 4 p.m. 
on Feb. 9 and 9 a.m. on Feb. 10.

Coach Dan Janowsky stated that 
this is the first time the girls’ wres-
tling division has competed in 
regionals and the first time it will 
face many of the schools that will 
be at the tournament.

He noted that there is currently 
only one division for girls’ wres-
tling, meaning that the division 
will have to compete against teams 
from much larger schools.

He concluded that the division 
will focus on giving its best effort.

“You gotta know what your best 
effort looks like and you gotta be 
able to summon your best effort 
at all times, and then it is much 
easier to live with the outcomes 
if it’s disappointing and it’s your 
best chance for it to turn out in a 
way you are happy with,” Janowsky 
said. “Hard to do. ... It’s one of those 
things that is simple, but not easy.”

josh@pagosasun.com
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Sharing our Core Values 
with you each day through our work

Care • Compassion • Communication • Commitment

Call today for your appointment!

970-264-9436 
www.pagosa.dentist • Conveniently located downtown at 308 Pagosa Street

BasketBall

Affordable Kitchens
Masterpiece Cabinetry

(Lifetime Warranty)

970-749-4335
Merillat.com

Proudly serving Pagosa Springs for 25 years.

Pagosa Springs, CO.  Febru-
ary 8, 2024 - The Pagosa District 
is soliciting proposals from pro-
spective outfitter and guide com-
panies or individuals interested 
in providing commercial fishing 
services to the public on Nation-
al Forest lands.

This is a limited prospectus for 
fishing only.  Applicants should 
carefully read the entire appli-
cation package.  The application 
package contains the prospec-
tus and all supporting materials.  
The fishing activities are only for 
San Juan National Forest lands 
on the Pagosa District.  Season of 
use will run from mid -May to the 
end of October.  

All items listed under Appli-
cation Package Requirements 
must be completed and included 
in order for a proposal to be con-
sidered. Applicants are required 
to pay a $150 business/ financial 
review fee, payable to Ft. Lewis 
College, which must be submit-
ted with the application.  

Applications must be received 
by close of business (4:30 p.m.) 

March 25, 2024, at the Pagosa 
District office. The final decision 
on issuance of a special use per-
mit will be contingent on compli-
ance with any needed environ-
mental analysis as determined 
by the National Environmental 
Policy Act. Selected applications 
may be subject to Cost Recovery 
pursuant to 36 CFR 251.58(c)(3)
(iii).  

The application package will 
be available on February 8, 2024, 
on the San Juan National Forest 
website at: https://www.fs.usda.
gov/sanjuan/ under the ‘Recent 
News’ header at the bottom of 
the page.  Hard copies will be 
available upon request at any 
San Juan National Forest office.

For questions related to this 
potential business opportunity, 
please contact the Pagosa Dis-
trict Visitor desk at 970-264-2268 
or Rosalind Wu at rosalind.wu@
usda.gov or 970-264-1529.

USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer, and lender.

Paid advertisement.

Pagosa Ranger District, San 
Juan National Forest Releases 
Prospectus for Fishing 
Outfitting and Guiding Services

JIM GARRETT
v ATTORNEY v

Protecting your interests
LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE

BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS
New location: Downtown, above the theatre

422 PAGOSA ST., NO. 5
 970-880-0468 • 412-508-1060

P.O. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS • jyg44law@gmail.com

Lady Pirates end win streak, begin new one
By Robert Moore
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Lady Pirates split their games over 
the last week as the team lost to the 
3A Ignacio Bobcats but rebounded 
with wins against the 4A Alamosa 
Mean Moose and the 2A Mancos 
Bluejays. 

The 34-33 loss to Ignacio on Fri-
day, Feb. 2, ended the Lady Pirates’ 
win streak at 12 games, but the 
team returned to its winning form 
Saturday, Feb. 3, defeating Alamosa 
54-32. The team then traveled to 
Mancos on Tuesday and returned 
home with a 33-30 victory.

After the three games, the Lady 
Pirates’ overall record stands at 15-4 
and the team remains in first in the 
Intermountain League (IML) with 
a 7-1 record. Centauri is in second 
place in the IML with a 5-3 league 
mark.

Ignacio set the tone early as they 
hit a pair of 3-pointers to open the 
scoring in the first quarter. Pagosa 
answered with a 3-pointer, but 
Ignacio hit another 3-pointer and 
led the Pirates 11-7 at the end of 
the quarter.

The two teams scored eight 
points each as they traded baskets 
in the second quarter and Ignacio 
led Pagosa 19-15 at halftime.

The Pirates outscored the Bob-
cats 6-5 in a low-scoring third 
quarter, and 12-10 in the fourth, but 
came up short, losing 34-33. 

It was a tough game for the Lady 
Pirates as the team experienced 
early foul trouble, shot a low per-
centage from both the field and the 
free-throw line, and coach Sarah Os-
born drew a technical, while Ignacio 

made seven 3-pointers in the game.
Osborn described the game as 

the “perfect storm ... one of our 
main starters fouling out with five 
minutes left and our point guard 
sitting most of the second and third 
quarter from foul trouble.” 

Despite this, Pagosa put itself in 
a position to win the game, but 
missed eight of 10 free throws.

One positive Osborn indicated 
she took away from the game was 
the play of Adelyn Hittle, saying, 
“She was fantastic on defense. She 
snagged some really big rebounds. 
She actually was the only one to hit 
one of the six free throws at the end 
of the game as a freshman.”

The Lady Pirates were led by An-
nie O’Donnell with 19 points, four 
rebounds and four steals, followed 
by Karsyn Shahan with nine points, 
three rebounds, one assist and 
one steal. Elizabeth Currier had 
seven points, two rebounds and 
two steals. Kylie Ketchum tallied 
two points, four rebounds, two as-
sists and one steal. Hittle had one 
point, three rebounds and one steal, 
and Daveyann Snarr added two re-
bounds, five assists and two steals.

Pagosa tallied eight assists, 11 
steals and nine turnovers in the 
game while making two of 10 free 
throws for 20 percent.

The Lady Pirates returned to 
form the next day to face the Ala-
mosa Mean Moose, opening the 
first quarter with three straight 
3-pointers and finishing the quarter 
leading 17-0. 

“I think it was just a good refo-
cus,” Osborn said, “and we weren’t 
going to let one turn into two, turn 
into three and change the end of the 
season we’ve worked so hard for.”

Pagosa took its foot off the gas in 
the second quarter, getting out-
scored by Alamosa 11-6 in the 
quarter, but the Pirates maintained 
a 23-11 lead at halftime. 

The Mean Moose continued to 
gain ground and trailed Pagosa by 
only six points at the end of the third 
quarter, 33-27.

Alamosa made it a five-point 
game in the fourth quarter, at which 
point Osborn called a timeout.

“We ... called that time out and 
told ‘em to refocus again  — and 
we’re playing our game, we’re good 
at our game, we’re OK at other 
people’s games, but we’re really 
good at our game,” she said. “And 
then you saw we went on another 
run and bumped [the lead] back 
up to 22.”

The Pirates put up 21 points in 
the final period while holding the 
Mean Moose to five and won 54-32.

A balanced scoring attack for the 
Lady Pirates was led by Currier with 
16 points, eight rebounds, four 
assists and one block, followed 
by O’Donnell with 12 points, two 
rebounds and two assists. Shahan 
had 11 points, five rebounds, three 
assists and one steal. Daveyann 
Snarr logged 10 points, four re-
bounds, three assists and three 
steals. Ketchum followed with five 
points, four rebounds, four assists 
and one steal. Amber Snarr added 
a rebound.

The team totals for Pagosa were 
24 rebounds, 16 assists, five steals, 
two blocks and 11 turnovers in the 
game, while making seven of 17 free 
throws for 41 percent.

On Tuesday evening, the Lady 
Pirates traveled to Mancos to take 
on the 10-4 Bluejays, with Pagosa 

taking a 22-14 lead into halftime.
The third quarter was a defensive 

battle as Mancos put up five points 
to Pagosa’s three  — their lowest-
scoring total for a quarter all season. 
The Lady Pirates led the Bluejays 
25-19 at the end of the period. 

The scoring for both teams 
picked up in the final quarter and 
Mancos outscored the Pirates 11-8, 
but Pagosa held on to win the tightly 
contested game 33-30.

The scoring attack for the Lady 
Pirates was again led by Currier 

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Annie O’Donnell goes up for two of her game-leading 14 points against 
Ignacio Friday night. The Bobcats ended the Lady Pirates’ win streak at 
12 with the 34-33 victory over the Pirates.

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Daveyann Snarr goes strong to the basket in the Lady Pirates’ 54-32 win 
Saturday over the Alamosa Mean Moose.
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BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service 
you and your family through providing quality in our 
work, and being timely and efficient. 
Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing 
water. Water mixed with the normal environments 
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding 
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 
system installations and repairs as well as moisture 
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER 
RESTORATION  

FLOOD MITIGATION
CRAWLSPACE 
INSPECTIONS/

WORK
Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor 
Removal

MountainMenDM.com • mail@mountainmendm.com 

Pipes froze and flooded your home? 
Call us for 24/7 Emergency Response

Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

(970) 946-3480
debbie@ownpagosa.com 

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year
448 PAGOSA STREET • OWNPAGOSA.COM

He�o fe�ow Pagosans.

Yay! Interest rates
are going down!!

Buying or Selling I would love to help you!
Another great year thanks to my local 

friends and family!

N� d a change this Spring??

TOP 5 IN 

SELLING

PAGOSA 

5 years in a row.

The journey matters—
let Hart Custom Builders 

guide the way

• Fine Custom Homes
• Commercial  and 

Municipal Buildings
• Infrastructure

250 Pagosa Street • (970) 264-0110 • hartbuilders.com

Follow Hart on Facebook
@HartCustomBuilders

Serving:
Pagosa Springs, Bayfield, 
Durango, South Fork, 
and surrounding areas

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 

2023-010
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with re-
gard to the following described Deed of Trust:
On November 8, 2023, the undersigned Public Trustee 
caused the Notice of Election and Demand relating to 
the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the 
County of Archuleta records.
Original Grantor(s) June J Balizan and James A Pa-
checo
Original Beneficiary(ies) Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc. as beneficiary, as nominee for The 
Central Trust Bank
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt PennyMac Loan 
Services, LLC
Date of Deed of Trust September 06, 2019
County of Recording Archuleta
Recording Date of Deed of Trust September 09, 2019
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/
Page No.) 21905117 Book: N/A Page: 
Original Principal Amount $250,381.00
Outstanding Principal Balance $236,059.23
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby noti-
fied that the covenants of the deed of trust have been 
violated as follows:  Failure to pay principal and interest 
when due together with all other payments provided for 
in the evidence of debt secured by the deed of trust and 
other violations thereof.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST 
LIEN.
Lot 2 of Block 2 in ASPEN SPRINGS SUBDIVISION 
NO. 4, according to the plat thereof filed for record 
August 20, 1971 as Reception No. 74785.
Also known by street and number as: 511 Blue Jay 
Cir, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF 
THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY 
THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.

NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by 
the Deed of Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of 
Election and Demand for sale as provided by law and 
in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at 
public auction, at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, 03/07/2024, 
at the Archuleta County Treasurer’s Office at 449 San 
Juan St. Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, sell to the high-
est and best bidder for cash, the said real property and 
all interest of the said Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and 
assigns therein, for the purpose of paying the indebt-
edness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured by 
the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses 
of sale and other items allowed by law, and will issue 
to the purchaser a Certificate of Purchase, all as pro-
vided by law. 
First Publication 1/11/2024
Last Publication 2/8/2024
Name of Publication Pagosa Springs Sun
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER 
DATE, THE DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF IN-
TENT TO CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO 
CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 11/08/2023
Elsa P. White, Public Trustee in and for the County of 
Archuleta, State of Colorado
By: Elsa P. White, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and 
bar registration number of the attorney(s) representing 
the legal holder of the indebtedness is:
Aricyn J. Dall #51467
Randall S. Miller & Associates PC 216 16th St, Ste 
1210, Denver, CO 80202 (720) 259-9053
Attorney File # 23CO00165-1
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is 
attempting to collect a debt. Any information provided 
may be used for that purpose.
Published January 11, 19, 25 & February 1 & 8, 2024 in 
The Pagosa Springs SUN. (221568)

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OF 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

TOWN OF PAGOSA SPRINGS, COLORADO
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the close of busi-
ness on the 64th day before the April 2, 2024 Town of 
Pagosa Springs, Colorado, Municipal Election, there 
were not more candidates for the Town Council than 
there were positions to be filled at said election, includ-
ing persons filing Affidavits of Intent to Run as Write-
In Candidates. Therefore, the Municipal Election to 
be held in the Town of Pagosa Springs, Colorado, on 
April 2, 2024, is hereby canceled pursuant to Section 
31-10-507, C.R.S., and the following candidates are 
hereby declared elected to the Town Council for four-
year terms:
     Mat deGraaf
     Brooks Lindner
     J Leonard Martinez
DATED 2 day of February, 2024.
TOWN OF PAGOSA SPRINGS, COLORADO
By: April Hessman, Town Clerk
Published February 8, 2024 in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (228203)

Notice of Liquor Board Hearing
Pursuant to C.R.S. 44-3-311(1) notice is hereby given 
that Victor’s Sushi 2 LLC dba Victor’s Sushi has ap-
plied for a Hotel and Restaurant Liquor License with 
the Premises being located at 118 N. Pagosa Blvd. 
in Pagosa Springs, CO.  A public hearing is set by the 
Board of County Commissioners as the local Liquor 
Board for 1:30 p.m. on February 20, 2024 in the meet-
ing room at 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, CO 
81147.
Submitted this 1st day of February 2024 for publishing 
in the Pagosa Springs Sun in the February 8, 2024 is-
sue.
Mary Helminski
Licensing Clerk
Archuleta County 
PO Box 1507
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
970-264-8308
Published February 8, 2024  in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (228161)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Estate of Bryan Mason Hartman. Case Number 2024 
PR 30002
All persons having claims against the above-named 
estate are required to present them to the personal rep-
resentative or to 
District Court of Archuleta, County, Colorado on or be-
fore June 3, 2024 (date)*, or the claims may be forever 
barred.  
Daniel L. Fiedler, Attorney at Law 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
Published February 1, 8 & 15, 2024 in The Pagosa 
Springs SUN. (227574)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
Estate of ROBERT A. HORSTMAN, M.D. Case Number 
2024 PR 30000
All persons having claims against the above-named 
estate are required to present them to the personal rep-
resentative or to 
District Court of Archuleta, County, Colorado on or be-
fore June 6, 2024 (date)*, or the claims may be forever 
barred.  
Daniel L. Fiedler, Attorney at Law 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 
Published February 8, 15 & 22, 2024 in The Pagosa 
Springs SUN. (228035)

Public Notices

swim
Lady Pirates end season with ‘spectacular’ conference meet

Photo courtesy Heather Miller
Lady Pirate Chloe Gantt swims the butterfly on the 200-yard medley relay at the Western Slope conference 
meet. The medley team took 13th in the consolation finals.

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Lady Pirate swim team drew its 
season to a close Feb. 2 and 3 at the 
Western Slope Conference meet in 
Grand Junction.

Despite the team’s season end-
ing short of the state tournament, 
coach Heather Miller notes the 
conference meet was “spectacular” 
in an email to The SUN and she’s 
excited for the team’s future.

“We had a spectacular meet,” 
she wrote. “We had so many best 
times and most of them were huge 
drops for this time of the year!”

The Lady Pirates finished 10th 
at the meet.

Two Lady Pirate teams com-
peted in the 200-yard medley relay, 
with the team of Marlowe Hedge-
cock, Karis Blackman, Chloe Gantt 
and Asia Gorman taking 15th in 
the preliminaries with a time of 2 
minutes, 22.37 seconds. 

That advanced the team to the 
consolation finals, where they took 
13th with a time of 2:19.42 to earn 
eight points.

The team of Grace Cram, Leah 
Blackman, Rebecca Stewart and 
Gemma Slingerland finished 18th 
in the prelims with a time of 2:40.64.

In the 200-yard freestyle, Gor-
man finished 26th in the prelims 
with a time of 2:48.38 and Slinger-
land finished 28th in the prelims 
with a time of 2:59.19.

Miller highlights Slingerland 
dropped just over two seconds in 
the event.

Four Lady Pirates competed in 
the 50-yard freestyle prelims, with 
Natalia Monterroso taking 32nd 
with a time of 36.68 seconds, Stew-
art finishing 34th in 36.79 seconds, 
Bella Gutierrez taking 37th with a 
time of 39.52 seconds and Marie 
Smith finishing 38th with a time of 
40.08 seconds.

In the 100-yard butterfly, Gantt 
swam a time of 1:25.03 in the pre-
lims to finish 14th. After advancing 
to the consolation finals, she fin-
ished 13th and earned four points 
with a time of 1:22.58.

“Chloe Gantt dropped 10 sec-
onds on her 100 fly and qualified 
to swim again in the consolation 
round of finals on Saturday and 
ended up placing 13th,” Miller 
highlights. “This is an amazing feat 
and Chloe is just a freshman so we 
have a lot of great things to look 
forward to from her.”

In the 100-yard freestyle, Hedge-
cock finished 26th in the prelims 
with a time of 1:12.68, Monterroso 
took 33rd in the prelims with a 
time of 1:24.13 and Gutierrez took 
35th in the prelims with a time of 
1:31.04.

Gutierrez, according to the 
coach, dropped just over four 
seconds.

Slingerland finished 23th in the 
500-yard freestyle prelims with a 
time of 8:20.44, with Miller noting 
she dropped just over five seconds 
in the event.

The Lady Pirates fielded two 
teams for the 200-yard freestyle 
relay, with the team of Gorman, 
Karis Blackman, Hedgecock and 
Gantt finishing 13th in the prelims 
with a time of 2:06.69 and 13th in 
the consolation finals with a time 
of 2:06.08. The team earned eight 
points with the finish in the finals.

The team of Monterroso, Leah 
Blackman, Stewart and Cram fin-
ished 17th in the prelims with a 
time of 2:19.73.

Cram and Smith both took part 
in the 100-yard backstroke prelims, 
with Cram taking 21st with a time 
of 1:25.58 and Smith taking 29th 
with a time of 1:45.35.

Cram took off almost four sec-
onds, the coach highlights.

In the 100-yard breaststroke, 
Karis Blackman took ninth in the 
prelims with a time of 1:23.40, 
advancing her to the consolation 
finals. There, she took 10th and 
scored seven points with a time of 
1:24.96.

Miller calls Karis Blackman’s 
performance in the event “stand-
out,” adding, “she had an amazing 
performance dropping just over 2 
seconds to qualify for the consola-
tion round Saturday.” 

Leah Blackman finished 18th in 
the prelims with a time of 1:34.12 

— her best time, according to the 
coach.

Both Lady Pirate teams made 
the consolation finals in the 400-
yard freestyle relay.

The team of Hedgecock, Karis 
Blackman, Gorman and Gantt took 
11th in the prelims with a time 
of 4:56.41 before taking 10th and 
earning 14 points in the consola-
tion finals with a time of 4:49.42.

The team of Monterroso, Leah 
Blackman, Slingerland, and Cram 
finished 14th in the prelims with a 
time of 5:29.38, but was disquali-
fied during the consolation finals.

“All of our relays were able to 
come together and have some 
great swims. We had relays qualify 
for consolation in all events and 
actually had 2 come back in the 
400 free relay to swim on Saturday, 
“ Miller wrote, adding, “All of the 
relays swam faster than their entry 
times and those that made it back 
to swim on Saturday dropped even 
more time.”

According to Miller, she knew 
this season would be a rebuilding 
year, but indicates it came with a 
lot of highlights.

“Overall the season went much 
better than expected,” she wrote. 
“Coming into the season with 
so many new faces we knew this 
would be a rebuilding year. We 
ended the season with many of our 
new swimmers being legal in all 
events which usually takes awhile. 
The biggest highlight of the season 

is our performance at the confer-
ence meet. We have a really strong 
conference and to have a couple 
swimmers qualify to swim in finals 
was unexpected but it shows their 
hard work and determination really 
payed off in the end.”

The coach also notes she’s ex-
cited for the potential the future 
holds.

“The potential is what is most 
exciting,” Miller wrote. “We ended 
the season on a high note with 
the performance at conference. 
Although we will be losing a couple 
seniors our team is pretty young 
and they have so much potential if 
they keep working hard at improv-
ing their swimming.”

Those two seniors the team will 
say goodbye to are Karis Blackman 
and Smith. 

“We will miss the quiet leader-
ship of both of our seniors,” she 
adds. “Karis Blackman swam with 
us for 3 years and she has always 
led by example, she is a hard worker 
who is always focused on improv-
ing her strokes. She is willing to 
do whatever is asked of her. Marie 
Smith just joined the team this 
year but quickly made a positive 
impact on the team. She is always 
one of the first in the water and is 
eager to improve, especially on her 
dive and showing the whole team 
how to use their legs off the blocks. 
We will really miss both Karis and 
Marie next year!”

randi@pagosasun.com

with 11 points, to go with five re-
bounds, and three assists. Ket-
chum followed with 10 points, two 
rebounds and two steals. Shahan 
had eight points, two rebounds and 
three steals. O’Donnell added three 
points, eight rebounds and three 
steals. Amber Snarr had one point 
and two rebounds. Daveyann Snarr 
tallied five rebounds, one assist and 
one block. Hittle added four re-
bounds, two assists and two steals.

For the game, Pagosa had 20 

rebounds, six assists, 10 steals, one 
block and 22 turnovers, and made 
nine of 17 free throws for 53 percent.

Osborn was unavailable for com-
ment after the Mancos game.

At this point in the season, the 
Lady Pirates’ record stands at 15-4.

The team dropped one spot to 
No. 3 in the 4A Ratings Percentage 
Index (RPI) standings, which help 
determine postseason seedings. 

Ignacio’s record moved to 7-8 
and the Bobcats are currently 
ranked No. 14 in the 3A RPI stand-

ings. 
Alamosa’s record is 10-8, and the 

Mean Moose are ranked No. 14 in 
the current 3A RPI standings.

The Pirates have three games on 
the docket this week, beginning 
with a home matchup against the 
3A Bayfield Wolverines on Friday, 
Feb. 9, at 5:30 p.m. 

The Wolverines’ record is 1-12. 
They are the No. 44 team in the 3A 
RPI standings. 

The Lady Pirates will then hit the 
road again to face the Montezuma-

Cortez Panthers on Saturday, Feb. 
10, at 2:30 p.m. 

The Panthers are 8-6 and are 
ranked No. 16 in the 3A RPI stand-
ings after defeating both Centauri 
and Alamosa last week.

On Tuesday, Feb. 13, Pagosa will 
host a Pirate-versus-Pirate matchup 
when they host the Monte Vista 
Pirates at 5:30 p.m.

Monte Vista, the No. 5 team in 
the 2A RPI standings, is 11-1 on the 
season.

robert@pagosasun.com
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Reynolds Ash + Associates is excited to announce 
the opening of their new location in Alamosa. 

RA+A’s new office is located in the Historic Railroad Depot 
at 610 State Avenue, Suite 120.

RA+A is proud to introduce Andréa Bachman & Deron Granville of Alamosa. 
Please stop by and say hello! Andréa has been designing in the San Luis Valley since 2017 and 
recently joined RA+A in Fall of 2023. Deron is a licensed Architect who recently relocated from 

Denver to Alamosa and brings with him over 25 years of experience 
in all aspects of building design. He recently joined RA+A in Spring of 2023.

The opening of the Alamosa location will better serve our San Luis Valley clients and contractors. 
The firm is the largest locally-owned architecture and engineering firm in the Four Corners 

with offices in Pagosa Springs, Durango, and Phoenix AZ. 

Please visit www.RA-AE.com for more information.

ROOFING
Standing Seam/Pro Panel Roofing, Roof Heating Ice Melt Systems, 

Roof Repair, Sheet Metal and Excavation Services 

(970) 799-6278 
42belowconstructioncompany@gmail.com

Local and Proudly Serving 
Pagosa Springs for seven years

91 Stevens Lake Rd., Pagosa Springs

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160)  • (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

H Got Gold? Get Cash! H
Turn your old, broken jewelry 

into CASH TODAY
We buy gold, 

silver, guns, 

ammo and 
more.

Need $100? Need $5,000? 
Come see us now!

$ CASH LOANS $
Short-term loans based on collateral only, we take collateral on the following:

Cars • Trucks • Trailers • ATVs • Motorcycles 
Guns • Gold • Jewelry • Silver & More

to assess player speed and position-
ing on film, although he did find 
film helpful for identifying things 
like whether a team heavily uses a 
short passing game.

The highlights
Kurt-Mason stated that the 2015 

boys’ soccer season was a particular 
highlight of his coaching career.

“We kept winning games and 
nobody talked about it,” he said. 
“We never said anything. One time, 
I think we were 12-0 and we never 
said, ‘Hey coach, we’re 12-0.’ No-
body ever did that because we didn’t 
wanna spoil it.”

He explained that the team was 
facing and defeating challenging 
opponents, including a victory 
against Jefferson Academy in the 
first round of the playoffs where the 
Pirates came back from a 3-0 deficit 
at halftime to win 6-3.

“They were up 3-0 at halftime 
and I said, ‘Guys, remember back 
in Denver we were down 5-2,’” 
Kurt-Mason recalled. “We were 
doing this scrimmage day up there 
against some 4A or 5A school. ... I 
said, ‘You guys are better than this.’ 
And I gave them a good talk and they 
believed in themselves, they really 
did. They tightened everything up 
and we got a goal right away, and 
we got another goal right after that 
one and then we had the other team 
on their heels.”

He explained that Jefferson 
Academy was highly ranked that 
season.

“It was pretty crazy,” he said of 
the victory. “And the crowd just 
emptied the stands, everybody ran 
on the field. It was really cool.”

He explained that, the next day, 
the team notched another victory 
before heading to Vail for another 
playoff match with a 17-0 record.

He explained that this game oc-
curred in a blizzard, with the teams 
having to shovel the field lines to 
clear them of snow and both teams 
dressed in black and white due to 
the Vail team remaining in their 
warm-up outfits for the match.

“And they got a goal in the first 
half,” he explained. “It was on a cor-
ner kick. Nobody knew the marking 
and it went beyond [the Pirate goal-
keeper’s] fingers and bounced off 
the post and went in. Then, in the 
second half, we had three shots on 
their goal that went off the crossbar 
twice and the post once. ... So, we 
lost, but that season was really cool.”

Kurt-Mason also highlighted the 
girls’ soccer team attending the 
Spring Fling tournament in Juneau, 
Alaska, in 2004 as a standout mo-
ment.

He explained that the idea began 
with a friend of his in Alaska propos-
ing that he bring the Lady Pirates to 
a tournament there.

He had initial concerns about the 
cost, Kurt-Mason explained, but his 
friend was able to arrange to have 
members of the soccer community 
in Juneau donate air miles to de-
crease travel costs as well as having 
Pagosa athletes hosted at the homes 
of other players at the tournament.

He stated that this plan required 
approval from the school board in 
addition to the commissioner of 
CHSAA.

“And we did it,” Kurt-Mason said. 
“We drove to Denver, flew to Seattle 
and then flew to Juneau. ... A lot 
of the kids had never been on an 
airplane before. ... We played in this 
tournament, it was a spring tourna-
ment and they had a turf field up 
there and there was snow on the 
side of the field.”

Kurt-Mason stated that, while 
attending the tournament, he took 
the team on hikes in the area as well 
as whale watching with a friend of 
his who owned a boat and to a folk 
music festival occurring at the time.

He also noted that, following a 
final game in cold and heavy rain, 
he convinced the team to go out and 
view eagles near the ocean, where 
the team was able to see a large 
number of bald eagles.

Former Lady Pirate players Iris 
Frye, who played on the team from 
2004 to 2007, and Laurel Cammack, 
who played on the team from 2004 
to 2008, also remembered the tour-
nament as a highlight.

“I had the honor of freshman 
year going on the Alaska trip,” 
Frye recollected. “That was incred-
ible, something I’ll never forget. Of 
course, I remember the games we 
played up there, but, if anything, I 
remember the other experiences he 
took us on. He took us to [see] eagles 
and whale watching and hiking a 
glacier and we all just home-stayed, 
staying with different families.”

Cammack pointed toward the 
trip as a key moment of growth for 
the team.

“I think the experience itself was 
so valuable, and for him to have that 

vision was awesome,” she said. “We 
were not very good. ... One of the 
games we got beat 19-0. But what 
I remember is us just kind of being 
sort of humble ... about it. ... Just 
being like, ‘This is the rest of the 
world. This is how they play soccer 
and here’s our little town trying to 
compete.’ But I think the best part 
of that experience is we all just kept 
a good attitude even though it was 
really grueling to get beat that bad.”

Assistant coach Scott Galabota, 
who coached with Kurt-Mason 
for 13 years, including two years 
with the boys’ team, two years of 
assistant with both teams and nine 
years of assistant with the girls’ 
team, commented that the small 
moments stood out to him as high-
lights of his time with Kurt-Mason.

He stated that these included 
many moments of breakthroughs, 
whether when players realized that 
a specific drill could help them on 
the field or when the coaches dis-
covered new ways to help teach and 
guide the players.

Galabota also highlighted the 
2012 playoffs, when the boys’ team 
traveled to play Basalt in the first 
round of playoffs at Faith Christian 
High School in Arvada.

“We went there the night before 
and the next morning we woke up 
at 8 a.m. and had all day because 
our game was in the afternoon,” 
he recalled. “So, we went and did 
some things, including ... we went to 
[Red Rocks Park and Amphitheatre]. 
And, at that point, we were singing 
the national anthem before every 
game at home. Either someone live 
would sing it over the PA or there 
was a recording. 

“And, Red Rocks is open to the 
public ... and we go on the stage 
and we’re just looking at that and 
someone had the idea that we 
should sing the national anthem. 
So, there we were — definitely not 
a choir —a soccer team and, at that 
point, Lindsey had kind of encour-
aged everybody to just sing, like the 
national anthem is ... not just for the 
people who have the pretty voices, 
it’s for every American, and we stood 
as a team on the stage at Red Rocks 
and sang our national anthem. 

“And, at that point, it was just 
kind of us being a team, but as I 
look back, wow, how many people 
have the opportunity to say that, 
that they sang the national anthem 
on the stage at Red Rocks with 25 
high school boys on a soccer team?”

Building teams and  
people

Kurt-Mason stated that there 
were also seasons where the teams 
he coached “didn’t click.”

“But, I’d like to think though, that 
all the seasons we did, when those 
kids are talking to their kids about 
soccer and being on a team, that 
they learned how to problem 
solve and ... the hard stuff they got 
through taught them a little bit 
about themselves so they under-
stood themselves and maybe it gave 
them some tools to meet the chal-
lenges and pressures of stuff they 
are going to go through,” he said.

He explained that he has en-
countered former players sev-
eral times who noted the impact his 
coaching had on their lives.

“That’s why I did this,” he said. 
“There’s a huge impact you can 
make, and these kids are going 
through a lot of crap that you don’t 
know and sometimes being sur-
rounded by their peers, they’re all 
on the same page, that culture helps 
tremendously. I just wanted to be a 
part of that.”

Many of Kurt-Mason’s former 
players and the assistant coaches 
and trainers who worked under him 
noted his knowledge, dedication 
and passion for soccer as well as 
the strong rapport he built with the 
teams he coached.

“It was fantastic working with 
Lindsey,” Galabota said. “Lindsey 
has a lot of energy. He’s passionate 
about several things, two of which 
are soccer and helping kids grow.”

He stated that, through Kurt-
Mason’s coaching, his players grew 
as people and developed focus, 
teamwork, communication and 
discipline.

“Those are important skills to 
help kids develop and to grow into 
who they can be,” he added.

Galabota noted Kurt-Mason 
encouraged athletes to have fun 
playing soccer, although he could 
be more serious when the situation 
warranted it.

“I grew a lot as a coach, as a 
teacher, as a person ... by working 
with Lindsey and seeing his exam-
ple,” he said. “And the idea was, ‘It’s 
not necessarily reaching the goal 
that makes you happy, it’s enjoying 
the journey.’”

He commented that, while the 
ultimate goal in soccer might be 

winning a game or the state tour-
nament, the path to getting there 
centers on  player’s personal growth 
and contributions to the team.

“It does seem like, in more mod-
ern times, there is a decreased focus 
in our country on service and the 
idea there’s something bigger than 
you,” Galabota said. “And plus, 
these are high school kids who are 
at a very formative time in their 
life, and the idea that sometimes 
sacrifice was necessary for the good 
of the whole, it really, I think, helps 
develop this empathy towards oth-
ers. You realize it’s not just about the 
one player. It’s about what’s the one 
player going to do to help the team 
and how’s the team going to then 
help all of the individuals.”

Galabota added this philosophy, 
in addition to the details and in-
tensity Kurt-Mason emphasized in 
his practices, helped keep the team 
moving forward.

“There were big things and small 
things that he did that all were mov-
ing towards the end goal of being 
a strong team. And in order to be 
a strong team, you have to have 
strong individuals,” Galabota said.

PSHS athletic trainer Ryan Jen-
sen, who worked with Kurt-Mason 
for nine years, highlighted Kurt-
Mason’s dedication to encouraging 
growth beyond soccer.

“Some of the stuff I do remember 
more of is just how much Coach 
always put a real emphasis on, ‘Hey, 
we do things no matter what,’” Jen-
sen said. “Just always trying to teach 
the kids more than this is how you 
play this game — a commitment to 
just, ‘Hey, we do things that are big-
ger than us.’ And taking care of play-
ers that maybe need a little more. ... 
He was never one of those that just 
stood on the sidelines and was like, 
‘Alright, sweet, you guys do this.’ 

“He was always very engaged 
with his practices. ... I remember 
during ... our girls’ seasons where it’s 
super cold outside and it’s miserable 
and we’re short-numbered ... the 
energy level was always still there 
and he was trying to teach the girls 
that, ‘Hey, look, you still go and if 
we need to make accommodations 
or whatever we can, we’ll make it 
easier for you guys, but this is who 
we’ve got, so we’ve gotta continue to 
work.’ The excitement and enthusi-
asm is always cool to see.”

Jensen commented that Kurt-
Mason was “super supportive” of 
him in terms of sport medicine 
and medical restrictions and made 
an effort to put the health of his 
athletes first.

He added that soccer is a chal-
lenging sport to coach due to both 
the boys’ and girls’ seasons occur-
ring after less active seasons in the 
winter and summer, which neces-
sitates intensive conditioning work 
at the beginning of the season and 
raises the chance of injury.

Cammack gave a personal ac-
count of Kurt-Mason’s dedication 
to developing athletes.

“For me, something that was super 
influential was ... his unwavering sup-
port and just getting me to the next 
level,” she said. “I remember, in rec 
soccer, telling my dad, ‘I think I really 
want to do this in college’ as maybe 
a second-grader. ... I think Lindsey 
really helped that dream come true. 
... He got me to the Olympic Develop-
ment Program and then over to play 
club soccer in Durango. 

“So, I think, personally, not only 
just playing on the team, he just 
helped me realize that dream, and 
I think that’s what stood out to me 
—is that he knew that I wanted to go 
that route and he pushed me to do 
so and found opportunities for me 
and opened up my world. Coming 
from a small town, I think it’s just 
hard to build that for yourself, but 
he helped me build that.”

She stated that, beyond his con-
nections, Kurt-Mason helped de-
velop her understanding of soccer 
and ability to think ahead of the 
immediate situation on the field — 
both skills which served her in her 
four years playing soccer for Fort 
Lewis College.

She added that Kurt-Mason’s 
coaching was highly systematic, 
with a focus on developing the 
team’s players into a cohesive unit 
and on maintaining formation on 
the field to maximize passing op-
portunities.

She commented that this sys-
tematic approach was relatively 
rare with the other teams the Lady 
Pirates played against at the time 
and gave the team an advantage 
in terms of their understanding of 
soccer.

Assistant coach Ben Vaughan, 
who coached with Kurt-Mason 
for the boys’ team for 10 years, 
highlighted Kurt-Mason’s ability to 
connect to and inspire his players.

“The way he could connect with 
those kids, it was really fun to 

watch,” Vaughan said. “Like, there 
were times on the bus where he’d 
come up with the most random 
trivia questions and there’s just one 
or two kids on the [bus] caught it.”

He also recalled a time when, 
while traveling from a game, the 
team picked golden aspen leaves for 
an Olympics event at the elemen-
tary school.

“One of the soccer boys was like, 
‘Hey coach, you asked us if we’d be 
willing to pick these leaves. Are we 
going to pick these leaves or what?’” 
Vaughan said. “And, on one of the 
passes back from the game, we 
all jumped out, went out into the 
woods and had trash bags filled up 
with golden leaves so they could 
dump the leaves from the airplane 
at the Olympics events ... at the 
elementary.”

Renner commented on how 
Kurt-Mason’s connections with 
his athletes enhanced his ability to 
coach them.

He related that Kurt-Mason un-
derstood his abilities as a goal-
keeper and was able to coach him 
effectively despite Renner often 
practicing independently from the 
team with the assistant coach and 
other goalkeepers during team 
practices.

“I was always ranked really high 
in state and I did start varsity all 
four years,” he said. “I think he 
knew I was dedicated enough and I 
wanted to do stuff. He didn’t really 
harp on me. He didn’t have to ... be 
hounding me to do stuff because 
he knew I was doing it. ... He knew 
that I wanted to do good and that 
I was focused on doing good and 
so he just ... let me do my thing as 
goalie. Obviously he would put his 
input in every once in a while, but it 
was more just, ‘Hey, make sure that 
you’re honing your skills and you 
should be good to go.’”

Frye commented on Kurt-Ma-
son’s passion for soccer, stating that 
this passion helped him connect 
with and inspire his players.

She added that Kurt-Mason 
worked hard to make the experience 
of being on the team fun, even dur-
ing challenging times.

“Women’s soccer, it starts out in 
the winter and there’s snow every-
where and it is cold,” she said. “And 
we would have inside practice and 
then we’d go as a group to shovel 
the fields and play in the snow. I just 
remember him even making that 
fun. It wasn’t like, ‘We have to go 
this.’ It was like, ‘Hey, let’s go shovel 
some snow!’

“Everything was fun and like a 
joke to make it light. I remember on 
rainy, muddy days we’d get through 
and then he’d let us have slip-and-
slide contests — who can run and 
slide on their tummy in the mud as 
far as we can? It had to be fun.”

Blue commented that Kurt-
Mason promoted both the athletic 
and academic success of his players.

“Coach was passionate about 
soccer for the Pirates in general 
and he was super hard on us in a 
good way,” he said. “He did not de-
mand respect, but created a really 
good environment as far as mak-
ing school first, in my experience. 

School first and, if you don’t have 
that right, then we can’t play. 

“And so, it was a well-rounded 
thought process as a player and I 
watched so many kids get upset at 
him because he wouldn’t let them 
play and they’re good players, in-
cluding myself when I didn’t have 
good grades. And that definitely 
shows that he was a passionate per-
son about school first. And, if you’re 
good in the classroom, you’re good 
on the field and there’s nothing to 
worry about.”

Galabota echoed Blue’s com-
ments, noting that Kurt-Mason 
recognized that the primary goal 
for student athletes is to be good 
students first and that he promoted 
that on and off the field.

In statements to The SUN, PSHS 
Principal Sean O’Donnell and Vice 
Principal/Athletic Director Chantelle 
Jordan highlight Kurt-Mason’s dedi-
cation to the school and to coaching.

“Longevity in coaching at the 
high school level seems to be be-
coming a rarity,” O’Donnell wrote. 
“Coach Kurt-Mason goes against 
that norm, as he has guided our soc-
cer programs since the 1990’s. In the 
pages of Pagosa Springs High School 
athletics, he has penned a chapter 
of dedication and unwavering com-
mitment. As the final whistle blows 
on his career, we want to thank him 
for everything he has done to sup-
port and guide our boys and girls on 
the soccer pitch over the last three 
decades.”

Jordan adds, “Coach Kurt-Ma-
son’s dedication to the development 
and continuation of the soccer 
programs at PSHS is really quite 
unbelievable. Dedication to coach-
ing for over 30 years is something we 
don’t typically see and is very much 
appreciated. We are proud of him 
and wish him the very best during 
his retirement. We are certain that 
he has many adventures awaiting!”

The future and moving on
On the reasons for his retire-

ment, Kurt-Mason commented, 
“For years, I’ve been turning down 
opportunities to go on these adven-
tures. I want to start saying yes to 
these opportunities to go on adven-
tures with my family. Travel with my 
wife, river trips and backpacking. 

“So, in the fall and the summer, I 
was locked in from August to the late 
fall. And then we start in the spring 
and go all the way to the end of the 
school year almost. And there were 
a lot of weekends where I was ... 
doing this thing. And I’m looking at 
my timeline and I’m thinking, ‘Well, 
I could keep doing this for a long 
time, but then I’m missing out on 
being present with my family and 
wife and friends.’”

He stated that, due to his com-
mitments as coach, he turned down 
an opportunity to go on a trek in 
Nepal in addition to multiple trips 
in the Grand Canyon and a trip to 
Portugal.

Kurt-Mason stated that he be-
lieves he’s leaving the program in a 
strong position, with talented play-
ers on both Pirate teams.

“I think the strength of a program 
is the culture,” he commented. 
“That’s the first thing that whoever 
takes it over needs to develop. And 
I just hope and pray that that will 
happen. ... It’s a key component to a 
team. Especially soccer. Everybody’s 
got to have each other’s back and 
everybody’s got to be able to play 
that position, ‘cause you never know 
when that guy might get hurt. ... 
That’s the one thing I think about.”

However, Kurt-Mason empha-
sized that fostering and developing 
this culture will be in the hands of 
whoever replaces him as coach.

“It’s time for somebody else to 
drive the bus,” he concluded.

josh@pagosasun.com

Coaching
n Continued from A9
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PAGOSA PEAK OPEN SCHOOL 
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL
Innovative Education Through Project-Based 
Learning and Restorative Practices

LOTTERY ENROLLMENT IS OPEN NOW FOR THE 
2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR.
pagosapeakopenschool.org/enrollment
LOTTERY DEADLINE FEBRUARY 29,  2024.

February 27, 2024
5:00 PM

Learn about our model from teachers, 
parents, and students while eating waffl es 

catered by Black Bart's Brunch. 

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Non-emergency 
medical 
transportation 
to Denver, Durango, 
Farmington, Colorado 
Springs — Anywhere 
in Colorado and border 
state approved cities 
for Medicaid insured 
rides to and from 
Medicaid providers 
Pre-approval and 
24-hour notice 
required. 

FREE RIDES 
for 

MEDICAID 
CLIENTS

anywhere in the State of Colorado
Please call us to get qualified: 

970-731-4081
Durango Airport Shuttle • Taxi Service • Weddings

Charter Service • Private Parties
Also

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling

PUC # 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

A1 Taxi
970-585-4903

Fully licensed and insured! 
Smoke-free vehicles!

Local discount system- just ask! 
8am-8pm daily or by appointment!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

Reliability 
Matters!

Courtesy 
Counts!

Custom 
Builders

Our local in-house energetic and experienced 
team, with New Zealander Dan Aitken at 

the helm, have a broad skill set and the equipment to keep up with Quality and 
also Timing-logistics with full Integration of trades producing a higher seamless 

standard of build. Let us handle your project from vision — design — planning — 
reality. We pride ourselves on transparency to our clients throughout the process, 

establishing long-lasting friendships in our small mountain town.
Established and Insured

Call Dan at 970-799-6278 for more information.
42Belowconstructioncompany@gmail.com • Media source: Instagram 42below_construction_co 

Located at 91 Stevens Lake Road, Pagosa Springs, Colorado

Library News

Friends book sale Saturday plus two new programs this month
By Carole Howard 
SUN Columnist, and the library staff

This Saturday, Feb. 10, the 
Friends of the Library will host 
their first book sale of the year, a 
Cabin Fever popup event from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the library. 

Friends members, teachers, 
nurses and first responders enjoy 
“buy one, get one free” with proof 
of membership or employment. To 
learn about becoming a Friend or 
to renew your membership, stop 
by your library or go to friends@
pagosalibrary.org.

These book sales are a superb 
opportunity for you to purchase 
books for yourself and your fam-
ily, and as gifts at remarkably low 
prices while also benefiting your 
library, which gets all the proceeds.

New programs for  
preschoolers and adults 

We also want to be sure you 
know about two new free programs 
this month:

• “Strategize Change in Your Life 
in 2024” is a weekly program for 
adults on Wednesdays from 1 to 
2:15 p.m. that will happen only in 
February. Led by a licensed profes-
sional counselor named Jennifer, 
the group will focus on goal set-
ting and making positive changes 
to identify and change unwanted 
behaviors. Attendance is limited so 
preregistration is required.

• “Ready, Set, Learn” helps build 
important preschool skills such as 
tracing a line, cutting, identifying 
letters and holding a pencil. It will 
happen on Friday, Feb.16, from 10 
to 11 a.m. We are hoping this will 
become a monthly program.

Early library closure
Your library will close early on 

the Monday, Feb. 12, for a staff 
meeting at 5 p.m. This is our regular 
staff meeting schedule — on the 
second Monday of the month.

Teen Great Stories Club 
today 

Teens are invited to join us on 
Thursday, Feb. 8, from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. to discuss the book “Ameri-
can Street” by Ibi Zoboi and create 
art based on the book. The book 
explores the idea of the American 
Dream from the perspective of a 
young Haitian immigrant. 

Pizza and beverages will be 
served at this free event, and ev-
eryone will come away with a free 
copy of the book. 

Note that this event takes place 
at Pagosa Community Initiative’s 
studio space under the new De-
partment of Human Services on 
Hot Springs Boulevard. Preregistra-
tion is required. 

Teen violence dating 
workshop today

Rise Above Violence will lead a 
“Love Shouldn’t Hurt” dating vio-
lence workshop for teens next 
Thursday, Feb. 8, from 4 to 5 p.m. 
in honor of Teen Violence Aware-
ness Month. 

This class will provide advice on 
how to deal with and avoid vio-
lence in teen relationships. 

Online New York Times
Fans of The New York Times will 

be pleased to know that we have 
purchased an online subscription 
that allows you 24/7 free access to 
the online version of the newspa-
per from your home or any per-
sonal device. 

Go to the library website at 
https://pagosalibrary.org. Click 
on Online Resources on the gray 
top line on the home page. Scroll 
down to the Ns for New York Times 
and click on that icon. Your access 
code will automatically be gener-
ated, good for 24 hours each time 
you sign on. You then will be asked 
for your email address to log in or 
to create an account.

Virtual author talks
Our highly popular free online 

author talks continue with three 
more opportunities for you to 
interact with New York Times best-
selling authors and ask questions 
in February. 

For details and to register, go to 
https://libraryc.org/pagosali-
brary/upcoming.

Thursday, Feb. 8, at 6 p.m. will 
feature rom-com multi-book au-
thor Tessa Bailey.

On Tuesday, Feb. 20, at 2 p.m. we 
will explore identity, love and being 
Black in America with Jason Mott. 

Wednesday, Feb. 28, at noon will 
showcase Kim Scott, author of “Be 
a Kick-Ass Boss Without Losing 
Your Humanity.”

Craftapalooza tomorrow
All ages are invited to create a 

variety of crafts Friday, Feb. 9. We 
will have several different craft sta-
tions set up. Stop by anytime from 
2 to 3:30 p.m.

Legal clinic tomorrow
This month’s legal clinic on civil 

issues is by appointment tomor-
row, Friday, Feb. 9, from 2 to 3 p.m. 
Come to the library to meet pri-
vately via Zoom with our volunteer 
attorney. 

To schedule an appointment, at 
the beginning of the month send an 
email titled “Sign-up for Free Legal 
Clinic” with your first name and 
phone number to ruby@pagosali-
brary.org, phone (970) 264-2209 or 
stop by the library. 

Chess Club Saturday
Learn how to play chess with 

free, quick lessons and game time 
to practice your skills on Saturday, 
Feb. 10, from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. All 
ages and abilities are welcome. 

Adult knitting Saturday
Join new and experienced knit-

ters this Saturday, Feb. 10, for our 
free Knitters Circle from 1 to 3 p.m. 
It is for anyone over the age of 18 
who would like to knit together or 
get some help if you are stuck on 
your project.

Knitting and crochet 
lessons

Learn to knit or crochet on Mon-
day, Feb. 12, at our free gathering 
from 2 to 3:15 p.m. for ages 8 and 
up. Supplies will be provided. Note 
this gathering will now happen 
twice a month. 

Shakespeare Read-Aloud
The Shakespeare Read-Aloud 

Club features “As You Like It” on 
the agenda Monday, Feb. 12, from 
3:30 to 5 p.m. Call Jenny at (240) 
426-7887 for more information. 
This is an all-ages event.

Teen/tween art camp
Each month we explore a differ-

ent style or medium at this free 
event. In February, it’s pastels. Join 
us Mondays, Feb. 12 and 26, from 
4 to 5 p.m. Registration is required.

Ruby’s Book Club  
Tuesday

Ruby’s Book Club meets from 2 
to 3 p.m. next Tuesday, Feb. 13, to 
discuss “The Seven Husbands of 
Evelyn Hugo” by Taylor Jenkins 
Reid. Copies are available at your 
library. 

This free book club is held the 
second Tuesday of each month, al-
ternating between fiction and non-
fiction titles, with snacks provided. 
Anyone is welcome to attend.

Dungeons and Dragons
Next Tuesday, Feb. 13, from 4 to 

5:30 p.m., join our Dungeons and 
Dragons game free for teens and 
young adults. Preregistration is 
required because space is limited. 
Contact Josie@pagosalibrary.org 
to join.

New basic quilting classes
Adults are invited to a free quilt-

ing class every Wednesday until 
March 6 from 1 to 3 p.m. led by 
Wanita Martin, a local quilter and 

member of the quilters’ guild. 
Preregistration is required and 

classes are limited to six partici-
pants who need to do some home-
work. You also will need access to 
a sewing machine, a ruler, good 
scissors, a marking pen, straight 
pins, thread, an iron and an iron-
ing board.

Knowledge Bowl
Our free Knowledge Bowl for 

tweens and teens takes place next 
Thursday, Feb. 15, from 4 to 5 p.m. 
Test your trivia skills on a wide 
range of subjects.

Elementary tutoring  
sessions

Children ages 6-11 are welcome 
at these free sessions on Wednes-
days from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., where 
they will build essential skills in 
core subjects. Preregistration is 
required. 

Family storytimes
Wednesdays from 10 to 11 a.m., 

join us for a free educational hour 
of reading, singing and free play to 
build early literacy skills.

ESL
Free in-person evening classes 

take place on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days: 4 to 5 p.m. is reserved for 
beginners, 5 to 6 p.m. for interme-
diate and 6 to 7 p.m. for advanced 
students. Please help us spread the 
word about these classes to others 
in our community who would be 
interested, and contact us by phone 
or email if you have any questions. 

Tech Time
Free in-person slots are avail-

able from 10 a.m. to noon Tuesdays 
and 2 to 4 p.m. Thursdays. Judy 
helps you with basic questions re-
lating to computers, smartphones 
and tablets, and also provides 
assistance in accessing any of the 
library’s online resources. 

No appointment is needed for 
these drop-in sessions, but it is 
important that you bring both your 
device’s charger and also your de-
vice passwords with you. 

Pagosa Adult Learning 
Services (PALS)

Join Mark or Sally for free PALS 
sessions Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. to help with high 
school equivalency, GED, college 
prep, financial aid, tutoring and 
more. PALS stands for Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services.

How-to and self-help
“Starting a Business” by Michele 

Cagan is a primer including how 
to create a business plan, stick to a 
budget, perform market research 
and make a profit. “Weight-Lifting 
Fundamentals” by Matt Dale out-
lines a simple and effective method 
for building strength. “The Com-
plete Guide to Strength Training 
Methods” by Keven Arseneault 
reveals 237 techniques for strength, 
power, hypertrophy and more. 
“How to ADHD” by Jessica Mc-
Cabe shares insights and strategies 
that helped her survive. “Younger 
for Life” by Dr. Anthony Youn is 
a guide to reversing the effects of 
aging. “Break the Cycle” by trauma 

psychologist Dr. Mariel Buque tells 
how to break the cycle of passed-
down trauma.

Other nonfiction
“Our Moon” by Rebecca Boyle is 

a detailed study of the history and 
power of the moon. “American 
Girls” by Jessica Roy tells of a sister 
working to get her sister and Amer-
ican-born children safely home 
from Syria and her ISIS husband. 
“Six Feet to Independence” by 
Lauryn Walton shares the joy and 
complexities of life in the service 
dog world. “The Rebels” by Joshua 
Green explores the influence of 
Elizabeth Warren, Bernie Sanders 
and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez on 
the Democratic Party and U.S. 
politics. “The Upcycled Self” by 
rapper and Grammy winner Tariq 
“Black Thought” Trotter describes 
four powerful relationships that 
shaped him. “Naomi Osaka” by Ben 
Rothenberg is a biography of the 
tennis star and activist. 

Books on CD
“The Edge” by David Balducci is 

a CIA thriller. “What Really Hap-
pens in Vegas” by James Patter-
son and Mark Seal explores the 
people behind the glitter. “Killing 
the Witches” by Bill O’Reilly and 
Martin Dugard is a history of the 
Salem trials.“Resurrection Walk” by 
Michael Connelly is a legal mystery 
featuring Mickey Haller and Harry 
Bosch.

DVDs
“Mrs. Sidhu Investigates” is se-

ries one. “America Outdoors” is 
season two of this PBS series with 
Baratunde Thurston. “Far Haven” 
is a 2023 western set in the 1800s.

Donation guidelines
When we are open, material 

donations are accepted for the 
Friends of the Library at the front 
desk — not down the outside re-
turns slot at the library or the drop 
box at City Market, please. 

The Friends recently announced 
new guidelines for donations: Yes 
to popular fiction books published 
in 2014 or later, nonfiction books 
published 2019 or later, and chil-
dren’s and young adult books — all 
in excellent condition, please. No 
to CDs, DVDs, Blu-ray, VHS or cas-
sette tapes; or textbooks, outdated 
travel books or reference books 
because they do not sell. No more 
than two boxes at a time because 
of space constraints.

Quotable quote
“When you’ve reached the top, 

send the elevator back down for the 
others.” — Arnold Palmer (1929-
2016), American professional golfer 
not as well known for his philan-
thropy as for his golf brilliance. He 
is widely regarded as one of the 
greatest and most charismatic golf-
ers in the sport’s history.

Website
For more information on library 

books, services and programs — 
and to reserve books, e-books, 
books on CD and DVDs from the 
comfort of your home — please 
visit our website at https://pago-
salibrary.org.



Soon
Opening

Secure your spot by
pre-registering now

We offer
both:

Residential Service
Commercial Service

Contact Us
 (970) 264-1301

INTERMOUNTAINPROPANE.COM

Inter-Mountain Propane is
locally owned and operated



PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO 81147
PERMIT 17
ECRWSS

POSTAL PATRON

ARTS & LIFE

 February 8, 2024

Photo courtesy Scott Bradford



Page 2 – Section 1 – The Pagosa Springs SUN – PREVIEW – Thursday, February 8, 2024

Pagosa Springs News. Global Reach.

The Pagosa Springs SUN is the the trusted, reliable 
source for news and information about Pagosa 
Country.  
 
The Pagosa Springs SUN Online supplements our 
print edition to extend local news to readers of 
online newspapers.

Along with the local content you have come to 
expect in our print edition, our online edition allows 
us to post new and breaking news, expanded  
coverage of selected stories and continual updates. 

Readers of our online edition also enjoy our live 
Web cams.

There is extensive visitor information that includes 
links to important community Web sites such as the 
chamber of commerce, town and county.

Online
Advertising
Premium Pages and Classified Page
Front Page, Pagosa Life, etc.
Tower – $300 one week, $825 four weeks*
Block – $75 one week, $207 four weeks
Small Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Rectangle – $30 one week, $83 four weeks

Preferred Pages
Sports, Business, Focus, etc.
Block – $55 one week, $152 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $25 one week, $69 four weeks

Standard Pages
Calendar, Library, Town Recreation, etc.
Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $20 one week, $55 four weeks

Directory Page
A listing on our directory page is an additional $5 
per week for online advertisers.  Directory listings 
are also available for $10 a week without purchase 
of an online ad.  If the listing changes, there will be 
an additional $10 fee.  Links are not available.

Hotlink
For advertisers on PagosaSUN.com, one hotlink 
may be embedded in their ad for a charge of $5 
per week.

Mechanical 
All ads are 200 pixels wide.
Towers are 500 pixels tall.
Block Ads are 200 pixels tall.
Small Block Ads are 100 pixels tall.
Rectangle Ads are 50 pixels tall.
All ads are produced at 72 dpi.
We accept .gif and .jpeg files for ads.

*Tower ads — one ad per Premium Page; first come, first 
served; price includes Directory Listing and Hotlink.

PagosaSUN.com reserves the right to place  “Advertise-
ment” above the ads on the Web site. All four week 
package ads must remain the same for the entire run. 
Ads post on Friday and run through Thursday of the 
following week.

(970) 264-2100 • 466 Pagosa Street • PO Box 9, Pagosa Springs CO 81147 • www.PagosaSUN.com

Pagosa Springs News. Global Reach.

The Pagosa Springs SUN is the the trusted, reliable 
source for news and information about Pagosa 
Country.  
 
The Pagosa Springs SUN Online supplements our 
print edition to extend local news to readers of 
online newspapers.

Along with the local content you have come to 
expect in our print edition, our online edition allows 
us to post new and breaking news, expanded  
coverage of selected stories and continual updates. 

Readers of our online edition also enjoy our live 
Web cams.

There is extensive visitor information that includes 
links to important community Web sites such as the 
chamber of commerce, town and county.

Online
Advertising
Premium Pages and Classified Page
Front Page, Pagosa Life, etc.
Tower – $300 one week, $825 four weeks*
Block – $75 one week, $207 four weeks
Small Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Rectangle – $30 one week, $83 four weeks

Preferred Pages
Sports, Business, Focus, etc.
Block – $55 one week, $152 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $25 one week, $69 four weeks

Standard Pages
Calendar, Library, Town Recreation, etc.
Block – $40 one week, $110 four weeks
Small Block – $30 one week, $83 four weeks
Rectangle – $20 one week, $55 four weeks

Directory Page
A listing on our directory page is an additional $5 
per week for online advertisers.  Directory listings 
are also available for $10 a week without purchase 
of an online ad.  If the listing changes, there will be 
an additional $10 fee.  Links are not available.

Hotlink
For advertisers on PagosaSUN.com, one hotlink 
may be embedded in their ad for a charge of $5 
per week.

Mechanical 
All ads are 200 pixels wide.
Towers are 500 pixels tall.
Block Ads are 200 pixels tall.
Small Block Ads are 100 pixels tall.
Rectangle Ads are 50 pixels tall.
All ads are produced at 72 dpi.
We accept .gif and .jpeg files for ads.

*Tower ads — one ad per Premium Page; first come, first 
served; price includes Directory Listing and Hotlink.

PagosaSUN.com reserves the right to place  “Advertise-
ment” above the ads on the Web site. All four week 
package ads must remain the same for the entire run. 
Ads post on Friday and run through Thursday of the 
following week.

(970) 264-2100 • 466 Pagosa Street • PO Box 9, Pagosa Springs CO 81147 • www.PagosaSUN.com

Physical address: 457 Lewis Street
Mailing address: PO Box 9, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Publisher 
Jim O’Rourke, jorouke@orourkemediagroup.com
Editor
Randi Pierce, editor@pagosasun.com
Reporters
Josh Pike, josh@pagosasun.com
Derek Kutzer, derek@pagosasun.com
Robert Moore, robert@pagosasun.com
Intern Hailey Sams, hailey@pagosasun.com
Advertising and Circulation Manager
Shari Pierce, shari@pagosasun.com

Classified Advertising/Front Office
Cristin Flanagan, classads@pagosasun.com
Head Pressroom Robert Penton
Assistant Press Operator Matt McKinnon
Mailroom William Thomas

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Annual In County - $35 • Annual Out of County - $45 
Monthly - $10
Digital subscriptions available at PagosaSun.com/eedition

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Display - Noon Monday • Classified - Tuesday 10 a.m.
Legal - Friday 4 p.m. • Deadlines are moved up for holiday 
weeks. Please check for an ad in the paper for specific 
dates and times.

©Copyright 2023
O’Rourke Media Group — Pagosa Springs, LLC
ISSN 2835-3994 (Print) ISSN 2835-4001 (Online)

(970) 264-2100 
PagosaSUN.com

PREVIEW is a publication of

Live 
Performers

Airport Shuttle 
& Taxi Service

PUC 55878 

Why pay 
more? PAGOSA CAB

Call today to schedule! (970) 398-0123

Food & Grocery Delivery • Doctor’s Visits
Serving Durango to South Fork and metro Pagosa

175 PAGOSA STREET  •  11 AM TO 10 PM DAILY
Order On Line: MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs & our Veterans always receive 20% off!

Enjoy delicious oven-fresh pizza 
and your favorite brews on tap.

Valentine 
Special
Heart-shape, 

pepperoni large pizza

$14

Feb 14-19 only!

VALENTINE'S

BOOK NOW 
BuckaroosRides.com

720-231-5424

Sweetheart 
Special

�100 for two
Public Sleigh Ride
A P P LY  P ROMO  L U V 1 0 0

�300 Private Sleigh Ride
Up to 6 guests

A P P LY  P ROMO  L U V 3 0 0

Thursday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Maxwell Miller, 6 p.m.

Friday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Maxwell Miller, 5 p.m. 

Saturday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Joel Racheff, 5 p.m.

Tuesday
The Lost Cajun: Maxwell Miller, 5 p.m.
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Dustin Burley, 5 p.m. 

Wednesday
The Den: Karaoke, 8 p.m.

Tickets available for 
Rotary’s Super Bowl party

By Lisa Scott
Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs

Bring yourself and friends for fun and viewing of 
the 58th NFL Super Bowl. 

Hosted by the Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs, the 
Super Bowl event will be Sunday, Feb. 11, at the Tenny-
son Building Event Center. Tickets are $25 per person 
and may be purchased online at pagosaspringsrotary.
org or in person with cash or check at The Choke 
Cherry Tree.

The doors will open at 3 p.m. and betting squares 
will begin at that time. Per state-sanctioned guide-
lines, betting squares will close at 4:15 p.m., prior 
to kickoff at 4:30 p.m. One hundred squares will be 
available for $20 cash per square, and cash awards of 
$250 will be given out at the end of every quarter, for 
a total of $1,000 in prize money. Come early to get the 
squares you want.

Party food will be offered at the end of every quarter 
and includes homemade chili, a hot dog bar, popcorn 
machine and snacks galore. Beer, wine and mixed 

drinks will be offered at the cash/credit card bar. 
One large projection screen plus four additional large 
televisions around the room will air the game and all 
the great commercials and entertainment.

Prizes will be awarded to the best-dressed fan — 
one male and one female attendee — and all ticketed 
attendees have the chance to win door prizes through-
out the game. Prizes include passes to the geothermal 
springs, ax throwing, virtual shooting range, salt cave, 
a horse-drawn carriage ride and more.

Proceeds from this event will benefit the Rotary 
Club local scholarship program for graduating high 
school seniors that awards higher education support 
for college and certificate and vo-tech training.

Rotary International is a service organization 
with the goal of bringing together dedicated in-
dividuals to provide service in their communities 
and help build goodwill and peace in the world. 
Exemplifying the Rotary motto of “Service Above 
Self,” the local Rotary clubs provide support for 
local and international projects that improve the 
lives of others.

Humane Society announces annual meeting
By Kate Simmons
Humane Society of Pagosa Springs

The Humane Society of Pagosa 
Springs (HSPS) Annual Meeting 
will be held at 3 p.m. on Feb. 20 at 
the Humane Society Thrift Store. 

The purpose of the annual 

meeting is to vote on new changes 
to the organization’s bylaws and to 
review the previous year’s finan-
cials and impact.   

Annual meeting attendance is 
limited to persons who are current 
members.  You must become a 
new member in good standing no 

later than Feb. 19 or have renewed 
your existing membership prior 
to the annual meeting to attend 
and vote. 

Please contact the HSPS admin-
istration office at hsadmin@pago-
sahumane.org or (970) 264-5549 to 
make arrangements to participate.
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20%
OFF

A Place A Place 
for Friendsfor Friends

BIRD 
FEEDERS

20%
OFF

LEASHES, 
COLLARS, 
PET BEDS 
& TREATS! Fur Friends Welcome

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

Jazz Night
at Coyote Moon Lounge 

Thurs., Feb. 8, 6-9 p.m. 

Springs Resort Atrium 
Fri., Feb. 9, 5-7 p.m.

The Lost Cajun Mardi 
Gras Shrimp Boil Event 

Tues., Feb. 13, 5-8 p.m.
Reservation required! Call 970-264-0608

Enjoy Jazz 
Standards of 

Frank Sinatra, 
Dean Martin 

& more!

Come, be entertained by 
the sounds of Maxwell Miller!

68 Bastille Dr., off North Pagosa Blvd.
970-731-MOES  (6637)

OPEN WED- SAT 11 AM  to  6 PM

SMOKENSMOKEN
MOE’SMOE’S

UNREAL BBQUNREAL BBQ
SmokenMoesUnrealBBQ.com

facebook.com/SmokenMoesUnrealBBQ/

AFC, NFC, SUPERBOWLAFC, NFC, SUPERBOWL

SPECIALSPECIAL

Perfect for your football party!

Order by Friday for Saturday pickup

Full Rack of Ribs
2 LB Sliced Brisket
1 LB Unsauced Pulled Pork
4 Hot Links
4 Chicken Leg Quarters
6-16 oz sides (BBQ Beans, Potato Salad or Coleslaw)
***Feeds 10-12 people- Substitutions allowed but may change price***

$165
plus tax & 
gratuity

Feb. 14 Pagosa Springs Photography Club 
presentation: ‘Masking in Lightroom’
By Gregg Heid
Pagosa Springs Photography Club

The Feb. 14 meeting of the 
Pagosa Springs Photography Club 
will feature a presentation by 
Doug Coombs on “Masking in 
Lightroom.” 

The club’s meeting will be held 
at the Community United Meth-
odist Church. Come at 6 p.m. for 
socializing; the presentation will 
begin at 6:30 p.m.

Adobe Lightroom introduced 
very powerful new masking tools 
in October 2022.

Learning to use these tools 
is a game changer for photog-
raphers who are serious about 
post-processing. Before this, 
Lightroom had masking, but it 
was not nearly as powerful as 
tools in Photoshop. 

When you take a photo with 
your phone, the manufacturer’s 
software uses sophisticated algo-
rithms to post-process it. If you 
shoot .jpg in your camera, your 
camera is doing the same. If you 
take a photo in the RAW format, 
then you can use available software 
tools to develop the image as you 
visualize it. 

Ansel Adams was a master at 
post-processing in the darkroom 
and altered his original  im-
ages greatly to take them beyond 
journalism to fine art. Today, 
with these tools in Lightroom, 
we can do much more, with 
more control and more options 
digitally, which has raised the bar 
considerably. 

Coombs will describe these 
Lightroom masking features and 
demonstrate their use on a few of 
his images.

Photography Club members, 
remember the upcoming club 
outing to Arches and Canyon-
lands National Parks Feb 20-23. 
Based in Moab, Utah, this trip is 
a great opportunity to get some 
images of these desert national 
parks and learn from other club 
members.

The Pagosa Springs Photog-

raphy Club welcomes all who 
enjoy making and viewing great 
photography. The club sponsors 
educational programs and out-
ings to help photographers hone 
their skills.  For more information 
about the club, and to download a 
membership application, visit our 
website at  https://pagosasprings-
photoclub.org/about/.

Our meeting will begin at 6 p.m. 
with socializing, and the program 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. This will be 
a hybrid meeting, also available 
on Zoom. The Zoom link will be 
emailed to members; others who 
wish to attend may request the 
link by email to abutler@mac.com. 
Photography Club meetings are 
open to the public.
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UP TO 37% OFF!UP TO 37% OFF!
Terms and conditions apply. See store for details.

$379
SIETE
Maíz Totopos Corn Tortilla Chips
7.5 OZ

ALWAYS AFFORDABLESM $5.59

32%
OFF 32%

OFF

$269
HOPE® FOODS
Select Hummus
8 OZ

EACH

ALWAYS AFFORDABLE $3.99

Open 11am  •  438 Pagosa St. in Downtown Pagosa Springs •  (970) 264-0608

  MARDI GRAS
CELEBRATION
February 13, 2024

Live Music featuring 
Maxwell Miller 4pm - 8pm

PAGOSA 
SPRINGS

Specials are Dine-In Only
Restrictions Apply- Cannot be combined 

with any other offer 

RESERVATIONS 
REQUIRED

COSTUME CONTESTWear your bestmardi gras costume!
*costumes are not required

The winner will win a dinnerfor two at The Lost Cajun

SHRIMP BOIL
$25/POUND

served with 1 pound of shrimp, 

corn, potatoes & sausage
(DINE IN ONLY)

2828thth Annual Knights of Columbus Annual Knights of Columbus

Lenten Fish FryLenten Fish Fry
starts February 16starts February 16

Every Friday, February 16 to March 22Every Friday, February 16 to March 22
 4:30-6:30 pm 4:30-6:30 pm

Take Out only at Pope 
John Paul II Catholic Church, 

353 S. Pagosa Blvd.
Serving one meal of 2-large fried 

fish filets, French fries and coleslaw

Cost: $15, accepting credit card, 
cash and local checks

Tickets available in advance 
after all weekend masses 

at Pope John Paul II Church

Sponsored by The Knights of Columbus Council #7560

458 Pagosa St.  |  www.footprintspagosa.com

HAPPY VALENTINE'SHAPPY VALENTINE'S
DAY SALE!
Buy 3 Get 1 FREE all

Darn Tough and Smartwool Socks
FREE PAIR MUST BE OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE

HURRY! OFFER ENDS FEB. 29TH

Karisa Bruin to lead cast of 
Thingamajig’s ‘Tiny Beautiful Things’

Karisa Bruin

By Tim Moore
Thingamajig Theatre Company

In a harmonious blend of raw 
emotion and poignant storytelling, 
Thingamajig Theatre Company 
presents “Tiny Beautiful Things” at 
the Pagosa Springs Center for the 
Arts opening on Feb. 16 at 7 p.m. 

Hailed as a Critic’s Pick by The 
New York Times when it originally 
opened in 2016, this production is 
not just a play — it’s an intimate 
symphony of human empathy, 
featuring the talent of Karisa Bruin 
in the role of Sugar, the writer who 
navigates the complexities of life.

The New York Times lauds “Tiny 
Beautiful Things” as an exploration 
of the endangered art of listening 
and responding to others, a sus-
tained theatrical exercise in em-
pathy that transcends the ordinary. 

At the heart of this narrative is 
Bruin, who breathes life into the 
character of Sugar — a role that 
requires finesse and emotional 
acuity. Bruin’s portrayal promises 
to be an insightful journey into the 
human experience, a performance 
that will linger in the minds of the 
audience.

Joining her on stage is a stellar 
cast of letter writers, each bring-
ing their unique stories to the 
forefront. Anna Hershey, Ivy King, 
Anita Bens, Scott Bruin and Gus 
Palma form a supporting ensem-
ble that adds depth and richness 
to the tapestry of “Tiny Beautiful 
Things.” Their collective talents 
promise an evening filled with 
authenticity and genuine human 
connection.

Cheryl Strayed’s bestselling 
book serves as the inspiration for 
this theatrical masterpiece, adapt-
ed by Thingamajig Theatre Compa-
ny and director Laura Moore. The 
production’s meticulous attention 
to detail ensures a seamless blend 
of narrative threads, creating an 
emotional mosaic that resonates 
with audiences on a level few plays 
can deliver. “Tiny Beautiful Things” 
is not merely a spectator sport but 
an invitation to engage, to feel and 

to connect with the shared experi-
ences of the characters portrayed.

Secure your tickets now for this 
one-of-a-kind event at the Pagosa 
Springs Center for the Arts, where 
“Tiny Beautiful Things” promises 

to be a moving experience with 
plenty of “life” to think about at the 
play’s conclusion.

For tickets and more informa-
tion, visit pagosacenter.org or call 
(970) 731-SHOW (7469).



970-731-EXIT (3948)
565 Village Dr. Suite E, Pagosa Springs

www.exitrealtypagosa.com

Y Kentucky Derby, Senior Center
Y Fly In, Veterans
Y Valentine’s Day, Senior Center
Y Dancing with the Stars, Seeds of Learning
Y Golf Tournament, Veterans
Y Women Helping in Pagosa Springs
Y Spanish Fiesta, Senior Center
Y Christmas Bazaar, Senior Center
Y Halloween Hootenanny
Y Park the Bus School Supplies

Y Festival of Trees, Senior Center
Y Toys for Tots
Y Veterans Fly Fishing
Y Scholarships in Escrow
Y Bucks for Bikes
Y Aspen House Pagosa 
Y Ruby Sisson Library
Y Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs
Y Sullivan Foundation
Y and so much more!

Our Buyers & Sellers have allowed us to support these community organizations:

Christie Hunt
970-585-4531
Broker Associate

Denise Fisk
303-868-8972
Broker Associate

Drew Harbison
970-398-0521
Broker Associate

Gina Backer
970-880-0910
Broker Associate

Jacque Fahrion
970-946-8000
Broker Associate

Jean Brittingham
970-507-0885
Broker Associate

Jen Ott
951-492-8039
Broker Associate

Jeni Reno
970-317-8493
Broker Associate

Kim Moore
970-946-5619
Broker Associate

Liz Jamison
575-770-1190
Broker Associate

Jessica Low
970-903-8376

Owner/Employing Broker

Shelley Low
970-946-0930
Owner/Broker

Jessie Gregg
970-317-1624
Trainer/Manager

John Gillam
970-759-0763

National Instructor

Nick Johnson
970-274-2742
Owner/Broker

Melinda Gibson
575-446-8300
Broker Associate

Penny Loper
970-946-3639
Broker Associate

Veronica Medina
970-582-0066
Broker Associate

Scott Miller
970-946-1287
Broker Associate

READY TO BUY OR SELL?
Call our Agents — You Will Love Them, Too!

We Love Our Buyers & Sellers!We Love Our Community!
What our Clients say:
Y We can’t say enough good things about 

EXIT Realty! Our property sold quickly 
and without any hitches, and being a 
representative for us, they made sure all 
agreements and answers were fulfilled 
in a very timely manner. We would 
highly recommend EXIT Realty, as the 
whole experience went smoothly and 
professionally!!!”

Y The EXIT group is so great to work with. 
They are professional and knowledgeable. 
Will go the extra mile!

Y Everyone I encountered at EXIT Realty was 
professional and very helpful. They made 
the home buying process in this market as 
pleasant and smooth as it could be!

Y They know their stuff! Answering your 
needs precisely.

Y Our broker was the best! She was such an 
amazing Realtor - considerate, organized, 
thorough and professional. We truly felt like 
EXIT had our best interest in mind every 
step of the way. Highly recommend them!

Y We’ve bought and sold a lot of properties 
over the years and I can tell you that 
I’ve never worked with Realtors as 
professional and knowledgeable as the 
ones at EXIT Realty. Our broker went 
above and beyond in every phase of the 
sale. The network of contacts was nothing 
short of exceptional. Our whole family 
enjoyed working with them!



Page 6 – Section 1 – The Pagosa Springs SUN – PREVIEW – Thursday, February 8, 2024

Karaoke Dance Party
Restaurant • Sports Bar

TT  ee  DDeenn
Every Wednesday

8pm-Midnight
729 San Juan St

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
970-264-3005

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
970-731-4081 to reserve your ride!

Or, book online at GoWJP.com

Shuttle to Wolf Creek!
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Please call 970-731-4081 24 hours prior to reserve your spot! 
$20 One Way • $30 Round Trip*

*All return trips depart at 4:15 p.m. sharp.
Don’t be late! We are running on a tight schedule!

Monday-Sunday from (by reservation only)
 Wilderness  Alpen Quality Summit
 Journeys Haus Inn Ski & Sports 
 7:30 am 7:40 am 7:50 am 8:00 am

*CUSTOM rides may be scheduled based upon AVAILABILITY
Return shuttle from Wolf Creek at 4:15pm

PUC# 16400

Photo courtesy Jennifer Walterscheid
The Scouts from Boy Scout Troop 807 are recognized for their recent achievements at the Court of Honor 
on Jan. 29. The Scouts were recognized for advancing in rank and merit badges that have been completed. 
Pictured left to right are: Koltin Bassett, Skyler Zarate, Tim Walterscheid (assistant Scoutmaster), Davian 
Coss, Bennett Walterscheid, Bruce Kubelka, Milagro Munoz, David Zarate (assistant Scoutmaster), Peyton 
Jackson, Jennifer Walterscheid (Scoutmaster) and Julie Ashbaugh (advancement chair).

Troop 807 will be hosting its second annual fundraiser dinner on Feb. 24. The dinner will be held at the Com-
munity United Methodist Church at 5:30 p.m. If you are interested in attending, please RSVP to (970) 946-8687.
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With over 150 local Realtors to choose from, 

WHY HIRE LEE RILEY?
Choose the EXPERT:
1. Lee has been serving Pagosa families for more than 3 

decades.

2. He knows the market inside and out.

3. LEE’S FELLOW REALTORS NAMED HIM “REALTOR OF THE 
YEAR” NOT ONCE, BUT TWICE!

I SELL PAGOSA.COM
I give the best real estate service possible by 
providing knowledge, hard work, aggressive 
marketing and excellent service. 
Hi, My name is Lee Riley and I work for Jann C. Pitcher Real Estate, I am an expert in 
my field, and I have been helping Pagosa families buy and sell Pagosa real estate for 34 
years. I learned first hand about customer service with my very first job as a shoeshine boy. 

The time to list is NOW.  

Want to know what your property is worth?
Call for a FREE market analysis, no strings attached.

Contact Lee Riley today 970-946-3856
If you’d like to get my newsletter, please 
email me at leeriley@isellpagosa.com

2261 Eagle Drive • Pagosa Springs • Colorado

THE LATEST REAL ESTATE NEWS 
reveals that 2023 was pretty soft. 
Total number of sales were down 20%, 
home sales were down 11%, condos and 
town home sales were down 35%, and 
land sales were down 20%.

SOME GOOD NEWS is inventory 
was up 4% in both the home and land 
category, and condo and town home 
inventory was up 340%. 
As I look at my stats, there are a couple 
of notable numbers.
Condo and town home inventory is at 
22 compared to 5 last year, getting us 
near the pre-pandemic number of 26 
back in 2020. 
The increase in home inventory is all 
coming at the top end of the market, 
with inventory above $750,000 up 35%. 

THE BIGGEST ISSUE affecting 
both sales inventory in the 
residential market this year was 
interest rates.
Back in October, rates got up to 
8.25%, a far cry from the 3% rates we 
saw a few years ago.
Rates have started to decline and 
are hovering in the high 6% range. 
Today the average rate for a 30-year 
fixed-rate mortgage is 6.69%, and a 
15-year is at 5.95%. 
The economists are predicting that 
rates will fall, maybe as early as 
March, but I think it will be closer to 
June before we see anything. 
Hopefully by the end of 2024, rates 
will be closer to 6% and in the 5% 
range by 2025.

MY PREDICTION for the local real 
estate marked this year is that prices 
will be relatively flat. 
One wild card could be inflation 
going down sooner than expected, 
allowing the Fed to ease rates sooner 
than later. 
A second wild card might be 
political problems out there in the 
world. This is an election year, and 
anything could happen!
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323 Hot Springs Blvd. 
800-225-0934 

pagosahotsprings.com

LIVE MUSIC
at the Springs Resort

5-7 pm in the Lodge Atrium

Charcuterie Board $45
available for purchase during live music

Friday, February 9
Maxwell Miller

Saturday, February 10
Joel Racheff

Tuesday, February 13
Dustin Burley

Photo courtesy Humane Society of Pagosa Springs
In 2023, the Humane Society, celebrating its 40th year, collaborated with artist Markus Hughes to create a 
mural on the side of its thrift store.
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Local • Nights & Weekends 
Delivery Available!

RENT A CAR

(970) 585-9181
pagosaautorents.com

Pagosa Auto Rents

$70 
per Dayper Day

n See Society on next page

Full-service florist with floral designs 
for all life’s milestones and celebrations, including weddings and memorials. 

Sustainable and affordable floral design. 
Bespoke designs and home decor incorporate unique, re-purposed, and up-cycled 

materials along with design tools that are recyclable or biodegradable. 
Now booking weddings so call to set up an appointment to discuss your floral needs. 

Fun, monthly, themed design sessions or by appointment for small groups.

Wednesday Bouquet 
Seasonal Floral & Home Décor LLC

1501 W Hwy 160 Building 1
(Put Hill in front of  Pagosa Pines RV Park)

DesignerK@WednesdayBouquet.com • 970-443-4775
Regular hours 10-5 Tuesday-Saturday 

(Closed Sunday and Monday)

WednesdayBouquet.com
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook

Introducing 
Pagosa’s newest florist

Valentine 
Hours

10-5 
Mon-Sat 

Register for a Valentine’s Day themed 
guided floral design session
Take home an arrangement made by you! 

Five one-hour sessions available on Monday, February 12 
10 AM, 12 PM, 2 PM 4 PM and 6 PM

Participants will create a one dozen stem vase arrangement 
(roses or other flower varieties) or a candy box candle arrangement. 

$50 per participant includes all materials. 
Space is limited to 10 participants per hourly session so register early!

Visit our 
pop-up 
Valentine 
Floral Shop 
inside Choke 
Cherry Tree 
(56 Talisman Dr.) 
for package deals 
on chocolate and 
flowers!

2151 Eagle Drive  I  cityhallcafe.co  I  970.398.2409

Eat In or Take Out • Open Tue-Sat • 11 am-9 pm 
Call Today to Reserve Our Private Gondola 970.398.2409

Prime Steaks, Seafood, Pastas
Subs, Wraps & Salads

Homemade Key Lime Pie

Eat. Drink.Eat. Drink.gathergather
try our

Four decades of dedication: Humane Society 
of Pagosa Springs celebrating 40th anniversary
By Kate Simmons
Humane Society of Pagosa Springs

This year, the Humane Society 
of Pagosa Springs (HSPS) is cel-
ebrating an incredible milestone 
— 40 years of serving animals and 
our community. 

Founded by a group of devoted 
animal lovers in 1984, the HSPS 
was created to help our commu-
nity’s animals in need of a tempo-
rary safe haven to call home. The 
small but mighty group of original 
volunteers obtained tax-exempt 
status, began fundraising, and 
started sheltering unwanted, lost 
and orphaned animals. The HSPS 
staff and board of directors are 
incredibly grateful for the support 
of the community over the last 40 
years.

The HSPS is a private nonprofit 
501(c)(3) serving Archuleta County.  
The organization was founded in 
1984 and incorporated in 1986 as 
the Upper San Juan Humane Soci-
ety. The name was changed to the 
Humane Society of Pagosa Springs 
in 1999.  

The HSPS operates the only 
animal shelter in Archuleta County, 
with its original shelter built and 
opened in 1986 and a new, larger 
animal shelter built in 2007 on 11 
acres located on Cloman Boule-
vard.

In 1994, the HSPS opened a 
thrift store to support the opera-
tion of the animal shelter. The thrift 
store, located downtown, accepts 
donated items for resale and sells a 
limited amount of new household 
items.  

In 2023, the thrift store col-
laborated with local artist Markus 
Hughes to create a mural on its 
street side wall to help beautify 
downtown, attract more visitors 
and support the arts. The HSPS 
wholly owns the thrift store, and 
all revenues from the store are 
used to support the programs and 
operation of the organization.  The 
thrift store is a key component in 
creating a financially sustainable 
model of operation for the HSPS.

In 2011, thanks to a generous 
donation directed toward facility 
enhancement at the animal shelter, 
the day-use outdoor dog kennel 
area received a significant upgrade.  
This upgrade also included the 
construction of a community dog 
park adjacent to the shelter.  

In 2013, the HSPS created sev-
eral outdoor fenced “play yards” 
so that shelter dogs could spend 
time each day in small compatible 
groups conducive to social interac-
tion, play and exercise.  

In 2014, the HSPS built an out-
door cat enclosure as part of its 
cat enrichment program so that 
shelter cats can freely move be-
tween our indoor cat area and the 
outdoors.  

In 2016, the outdoor dog area 
was expanded further to include a 
fenced area for agility equipment 
as part of the organization’s shelter 
dog enrichment program. 

In 2017, the HSPS erected a 
metal building to house a newly 
purchased pet crematorium to 
replace an existing cremation unit 
that had long outlived its service 
lifetime.  Pet cremation is both a 

revenue source for HSPS and a ser-
vice to community pet owners.  In a 
typical year, the HSPS will perform 
approximately 300 pet cremations 
for community members, return-
ing cremains respectfully and 
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A Cure for 
Winter Projects: 

Rent it from P.V.R.
Sewer Inspection Cameras

Sewer Snakes
Dehumidifier

Wood Chippers
Man Lifts

Dump Trailers
Skid Steers
Excavators

Log Splitters & more

305 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

See our full line of equipment on 
pinevalleyrental.com

Shop local for your 
equipment rental needs

Society
n continued from previous page

Tuesday-Saturday 11am-4pm 
(970) 264-0800 

twooldcrowsps@gmail.com 
462 & 468 Lewis Street

Valentine’s Day Jewelry Sale
February 8th - 28th

Ann O’Brien
Arzy

Brook & Branch
Holly Stults Design

Kabana
Michou

Ray Tracey Design
Toni Barros Crochet

Vickie Thompson
Zealandia

& much more!

Up to 20% off select pieces
by artists such as

This Valentines Day give your special someone 
a piece of wearable art… jewelry is forever

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker

(970) 946-3480
debbie@ownpagosa.com 

2016 & 2018 Spirit Award, 2019 Realtor of the Year
448 PAGOSA STREET • OWNPAGOSA.COM

He�o fe�ow Pagosans.

Yay! Interest rates
are going down!!

Buying or Selling I would love to help you!
Another great year thanks to my local 

friends and family!

N� d a change this Spring??

TOP 5 IN 

SELLING

PAGOSA 

5 years in a row.

970-264-2749
M-SAT 9AM TO MIDNIGHT 
SUNDAY 9AM TO 10 PM
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160 • East Pagosa Springs

Wine of the Month
Castle Rock
Pinot Nior

offer ends  
2/2924

Clip ‘n Save 10% OFF Wines & Liquors
*OFF 750ML & 1.75L BOTTLES* NON-SALE ITEMS ONLY. NO BEER.

Spirit of 
the Month
Svedka 
1.75 L

offer ends  
2/2924

$1799

$1 00

$250
OFF

Beer of the MonthBeer of the Month
Genesee 30 packsGenesee 30 packs offer ends  

2/2924

OFF
with compassion for the loss of a 
family pet.  

In 2018, the HSPS purchased 
and installed a 40-foot shipping 
container on the shelter grounds 
to house equipment essential for 
an emergency evacuation of the 
shelter.  In 2019, HSPS collabo-
rated with the Pagosa Springs Arts 
Council for Kathleen Steventon 
to transform the exterior of the 
storage container from a drab in-
dustrial appearance to a colorful 
mural depicting shelter pets and 
promoting shelter adoptions.  This 
was one of Pagosa Springs’ first 
public works of art.

The HSPS’s community cat 
Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) pro-
gram, which was implemented 
in 2011 to address a growing feral 
and free-roaming cat problem in 
Archuleta County, has grown to 
spaying or neutering more than 
200 community feral cats annually, 
bringing the total to over 2,000 cats 
trapped, examined, vaccinated 
and spayed or neutered since the 
inception of this program. 

During the same time frame, 
more than 2,800 community pets 
have also been spayed or neu-
tered through the HSPS’s Fix-It-
Free and Spay-Aid voucher pro-
grams.  The HSPS has assisted 
more than 400 local pet owners 
who were unable to fully cope with 
the financial requirements of un-
expected veterinary emergencies 
through its Emergency Veterinary 
Medical Fund.

The HSPS is proud to be a no-kill 
animal shelter. To be considered 
“no-kill” in the animal shelter 
industry, a shelter must have a 

90 percent live release rate. Since 
2015, HSPS has maintained a 97 
percent live-release rate from its 
shelter.  Although there are circum-
stances where saving an animal 
is not humane, and euthanasia is 
an act of compassion, the HSPS is 
incredibly proud of its track record 
of placing animals into permanent 
homes. 

Since 2015, nearly 6,000 animals 
have entered the HSPS shelter and 
have been either adopted, reunited 
with their owners or transferred to 
other partner shelters for adoption. 

Today, 40 years since its found-
ing in 1984, the HSPS is more 
dedicated than ever to the care 
and well-being of cats and dogs 
in Archuleta County. In addition 
to sheltering hundreds of animals 
every year, the organization has 
grown to offer a multitude of ser-

vices for pets and our community, 
including a pet food pantry that 
offers more than 10,000 pounds of 
free pet food to our community an-
nually, low-cost vaccination events 
to keep animals healthy, spay/
neuter assistance to keep our lo-
cal pet population under control, 
medical financial aid for members 
of our community who may not be 
able to afford medical care for their 
pets, a TNR program for feral cats 
and so much more.

The HSPS will host several com-
munity events in 2024 to celebrate 
its 40th anniversary. Visit www.
PagosaHumane.org for the latest 
information about the organiza-
tion and animals up for adoption, 
to learn about ways to support the 
organization and get involved, and 
for a list of all upcoming events.

For any questions or more 
information about the HSPS, 
contact Kate Simmons, fundrais-
ing manager, at hsfundraising@
pagosahumane.org or call (970) 
264-5549.  

 The HSPS is a local, private non-
profit organization that operates 
the only animal shelter in Archuleta 
County.  Your local humane society 
does not receive funding from the 
Humane Society of the United 
States, American Humane, ASPCA 
or other national animal welfare 
organizations.  Private donations, 
grants and thrift store revenues 
cover only a portion of animal 
shelter operating expenses.  The 
remainder of shelter costs must be 
met through fundraising events and 
community support.  The HSPS is a 
501(c)(3) charitable organization, 
and all donations are tax-deductible 
to the full extent of the law.

Since 2015, nearly 
6,000 animals 
have entered the 
HSPS shelter and 
have been either 
adopted, reunited 
with their owners or 
transferred to other 
partner shelters for 
adoption. 



Thursday, February 8, 2024 – The Pagosa Springs SUN – PREVIEW – Section 1 – Page 11

Ruts Driving  Ruts Driving  
You Nuts?You Nuts?
Save money on gas and maximize your tire life with a 
high-definition digital wheel alignment using the latest 
technology from HawkEye™ and Pagosa Springs’ most 
qualified technicians.

10% 
OFF

10% 
OFF

Vehicle Alignment
Bring in or mention this ad for this limited 
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not 
included. May not be combined with any 
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra 
Automotive for details. 

Offer ends 2/29/24

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited 
time offer. Shop supplies and tax not 
included. May not be combined with any 
other offer. See the friendly Pros at Piedra 
Automotive for details. 

Offer ends 2/29/24

Full Service 
Oil & Filter Change

(970) 731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.

Open 8:00 - 5:30  Mon. - Fri.
24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

Piedra Automotive

PAGOSA PEAK OPEN SCHOOL 
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL
Innovative Education Through Project-Based 
Learning and Restorative Practices

LOTTERY ENROLLMENT IS OPEN NOW FOR THE 
2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR.
pagosapeakopenschool.org/enrollment
LOTTERY DEADLINE FEBRUARY 29,  2024.

February 27, 2024
5:00 PM

Learn about our model from teachers, 
parents, and students while eating waffl es 

catered by Black Bart's Brunch. 

Meditation group to learn to be a valentine
By Joan Y. Ward
Pagosa Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

Want to be a valentine? Learn 
how training in love and compas-
sion for others can make you more 
joyful and attractive. Just bring a 
kind heart and an open mind. We 
can even help you find those.

Join us on Sunday, Feb. 11, 
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at the Pagosa 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
with Dan Dempster. Dempster is 
a certified meditation instructor, 
authorized Dharma teacher and 
long-time student of Khenpo Mig-
mar Tseten, Buddhist chaplain at 
Harvard University.

We all hope to find love. But 
what is it? Our worldly version 
of love is freighted with ego and 
expectation. It is, “I love you ... so, 
don’t you love me?” If our expec-
tations are not met, our love can 
quickly turn to disappointment 

and anger. Is that love really love? 
Or, is it just another exercise in ego?

Every being on this planet wish-
es to find happiness and to avoid 
suffering. On that basis we can 
relate to everyone. Isn’t that what 
we all really want, deep down? To 
be understood?

Everybody is going through 
something. Learning to see past 
our own preoccupations to rec-
ognize the pain and suffering of 
others has the capacity to free us 
from our own pain.

Impermanence is a fact of life. 
Everything changes. Nothing stays 
the same. Denying and resisting 
change causes pain. Getting angry 
about it causes even more pain. In-
terdependence is another fact of life. 
Nothing exists without depending 
on everything else for its existence. 
Learning to see these two truths is 
the first step in creating true love.

How? Freed from the preference 

and prejudice of wishing things 
were other than they are, our minds 
eventually become light and clear. 
A deep joy arises, radiating bound-
less love and compassion to all 
beings, wishing they could share 
this joy. Since it does not depend 
on anything or anyone else for its 
existence, it is free from the worry 
and pain of separation. We belong.

Our delight has the capacity to 
spark delight in others. This takes 
time and commitment to develop, 
but doing so for the sake of all be-
ings is true love. And it’s attractive.

Meditation is offered on the 
second and fourth Sundays of the 
month at 9 a.m. Find us in Unit 
B-15 of the Greenbriar Plaza, 301 
N. Pagosa Blvd., on the north side 
facing the mountains. For more 
information about the fellowship, 
our services, and the other activi-
ties, please visit www.pagosauu.org 
or email info@pagosauu.org.

New Thought Center to meet Sunday
By Shayla McClure
New Thought Center for Inspirational Living

The Sunday service on Feb. 11 at 
11 a.m. will be with Shayla White Ea-
gle McClure on “The Cosmic Heart.” 

“My heart beats with the pulsa-

tion of the Universe, in serenity, in 
peace, and in joy. My whole physi-
cal being is animated by the Divine 
Spirit.” — Dr. Ernest Holmes.

Upcoming events
SpiritHeart Band practice is 

Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. We welcome 
musicians and singers to join the 
SpiritHeart band. Please text/call 
Shelly at (937) 657-5972 for band 
information.

Feb. 11, 11 a.m.: Sunday ser-
n See Center on next page
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EXCAVATION WORK THAT MAKES THE GRADE

DRIVEWAYS • FOUNDATIONS • PONDS • BACKFILLING
FILL DIRT & GRAVEL HAULING • SEPTIC SYSTEMS • UTILITY WORK

Schedule 

your project 

today!

NOW OPEN 6 days a week
Monday - Saturday • 10AM-4:30PM
*To celebrate our new schedule… bring this 
ad on any MONDAY in February to receive a 
50% discount on one item
Offer expires 2/29/2024

Methodist Thrift Store
427 Lewis St. • 970-264-2572

50% discount 
on one item*

vice — “The Cosmic Heart.” Open 
heart ceremony to celebrate the 
heart and universal love with White 
Eagle.

Feb. 25, 11 a.m.: Sunday service 
with Dr. Elaine Harding.

March 3, 11 a.m.: Sunday service 
with Stephanie Morrow.

March 10, 11 a.m.: Sunday ser-
vice with Morrow.

March 17: St. Patrick’s Day cel-
ebration with live music, food and 
fun. 

April: New Mexico spiritual 
retreat.

May 5, 11 a.m.: Wolfwood Ref-
uge tour and picnic in Ignacio.

About us
The New Thought Center is a 

501(c)(3) and promotes philoso-
phies similar to Centers for Spiri-

tual Living and Agape Centers. We 
honor all lifestyles, cultures and 
religious paths to the divine. The 
vision of the New Thought Center 
is to empower possibility through 
revelation of spiritual truth, and to 
enhance our members’ life experi-
ence through self-empowerment, 
inner peace and being part of an 
all-inclusive community. Our mis-
sion is to create a world that works 
for everyone through awareness of 
a higher power. 

New Thought events are held 
at 3505 W. U.S. 160, on the second 
floor of the Pagosa Lodge (elevator 
available). Request prayer treat-
ment or obtain information by 
joining us; emailing pagosacom-
munitynewthought@gmail.com; 
mailing P.O. Box 1052, Pagosa 
Springs, CO 81147; or calling (970) 
510-0309.

GriefShare to begin March 2
By Holly Shook
Centerpoint Church

GriefShare is a network of thou-
sands of small support groups 
meeting worldwide to provide a 
safe place for those experiencing 
the death of a loved one. 

With GriefShare, you will learn 
how to walk through the jour-
ney of grief with others as we 
learn together how to move from 
mourning to joy. This is a 13-week 
program offering biblical concepts 
for healing from your grief over the 
death of your loved one.

The support group meets week-
ly and provides a welcome environ-
ment for those grieving the death 
of a spouse, child, parent or other 
family member or friend.

Centerpoint Church is offering 
this program to our community on 
Saturday mornings from 10 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. The session will run 

from March 2 until May 25. 
Three key elements work to-

gether to assist you in the healing 
process: a video segment on grief-
related topics from professionals 
as well as lay people, a discussion 
facilitated in a group setting and a 
personal handbook for you to use 
as you choose.

Regardless of how long it has 
been since your loved one passed, 
the grieving process is vital to 
healing.

Centerpoint Church is located at 
2750 Cornerstone Drive. Jon Dun-
can is the pastor. There is no cost.

For more information, call Ma-
rie Rascoe at (970) 946-9379 or 
Centerpoint Church at (970) 731-
2205. You may also register or learn 
more about GriefShare by visiting 
www.griefshare.org. Click on “Find 
a Group” and follow the prompts to 
register online, or you may register 
at the first meeting.

Circle
n continued from previous page



By Shanna Robb
Pagosa Catholic Community

As a kid I loved to hide behind 
our floor-to-ceiling curtains. I 
would wrap the polyester fabric 
around my body, squeeze my eyes 
shut and hold my breath to avoid 
being detected. I teetered between 
the excitement of being found and 
the dread of not being discovered.

Equally terrifying was “The Wiz-
ard of Oz.” Broadcast once a year, 
I would sit on the floor with eyes 
glued to the television screen. Even 
though I memorized the storyline, 
the moment that the man behind 
the curtain was accidentally re-
vealed was always disappointing. 
Like the people of Emerald City, I 
wanted to believe that the wizard 
was more than just an ordinary 
man.

While both these memories 
make me smile, it is the veil men-
tioned in 2 Corinthians 3:16,18 
that sparks my attention. For it is 
written, “But whenever someone 
turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 
away” and “So all of us who have 
had that veil removed can see and 
reflect the glory of the Lord.” 

Unlike the wizard who was de-
liberately hiding and found to be 
ordinary, Jesus is not hiding and 
His existence is not ordinary.

There is no place like home 

and, as Christians, our eternal 
home is Heaven. A pair of ruby 
slippers and a yellow brick road 
are not needed. All one must do 
is accept Jesus’ invitation to come 
out of hiding.

Accepting the invitation and in 
anticipation of Jesus’ resurrection 
on Easter, many Western Christians 
are following the Stations of the 
Cross that present the trial, cru-
cifixion and burial of Jesus. This 
time-honored Lenten devotion has 
been in place for more than 1,000 
years and, even though there are 
some differences between denomi-
nations, the stations are found in 
the traditions of Roman Catholics, 
Orthodox Christians, Anglicans, 
Methodists, Lutherans, etc.

Those wishing to pull back the 
veil are invited to join the Pagosa 
Catholic Community for the Sta-
tions of the Cross on Fridays start-
ing Feb. 16 at 7 p.m. at Pope John 
Paul II located at 353 S. Pagosa 
and/or on Wednesdays starting 
Feb. 14 at 4 p.m. for rosary followed 

by the stations at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary located at 451 Lewis 
St. Stations are held seven consecu-
tive weeks ending on Good Friday. 

Visit ihmjp2.org for the Good 
Friday Procession and Easter 
schedules.

Community 
news.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
264-2100
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JIM GARRETT
v ATTORNEY v

Protecting your interests
LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE

BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS
New location: Downtown, above the theatre

422 PAGOSA ST., NO. 5
 970-880-0468 • 412-508-1060

P.O. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS • jyg44law@gmail.com

565 Village Drive Suite “E” for EXIT 
between Cafe Colorado and Thai Pagosa

(970) 731-EXIT (3948)
Offices also located in Durango, CO and Farmington, NM

www.exitrealtypagosa.com
Our EXIT Franchises are locally owned and internationally known.

Each office is independently 
owned and operated

Your contributions will fuel 
vital programs:
• Meals on Wheels: Delivering 
nourishing meals to housebound 
seniors where a healthy meal is 
made & available for pick-up or to 
be enjoyed at the Silver Fox Dining 
Hall

• Supporting Essential Programs: 
Empowering initiatives that 
enhance the lives of our cherished 
Seniors & Preschoolers

• 100% of donations go to Archuleta 
Seniors Inc “ASI”

This Valentine’s season let’s come 
together to make a lasting impact 
by opening up our hearts and 
wallets… it’s all for a great cause!

Let’s ignite 
a spark of 
generosity!

Join EXIT Realty Home & Ranch in a 
heartfelt mission to support our local 
seniors in Pagosa Springs by donating to 
Archuleta Seniors, Inc., Pagosa’s 
non-profit Community Cafe

This fantastic organization serves over 
3,400 meals every month (1,800 meals to 
our seniors & community & 1,600 meals 
to local Head Start Preschoolers).

Every donation, big or small, 
makes a difference!

How to donate:
• Checks may be made out to: ASI (Archuleta Seniors Inc) 
 P.O. Box 3444 Pagosa Springs CO 81147
• Credit cards or Paypal can be used on the website: psseniors.org
• Scan the QR code or call 970-264-2167  

Thank you for your generosity!

Pagosa Catholic Community announces 
Stations of the Cross schedule
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Subscribe at pagosasun.com

Bird of the Week

Who We Play For | Heart Screening Event
Friday, February 23, 2024, 8AM-1:30PM

Pagosa Springs Middle School, 309 Lewis Street
FREE Student Screening sponsored by PSMC & Who We Play For

Register via QR Code, in person at the event, or at
whoweplayfor.org/colorado-archuleta

Sudden Cardiac Arrest claims the lives of thousands seemingly healthy kids every year and 
is the leading cause of death for students and student athletes. The standard sports physical 
only detects about 4% of underlying heart conditions. The addition of an electrocardiogram 
increases detection up to 95%. Learn more at WhoWePlayFor.org.

First-Class Care, Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

Sharing our Core Values 
with you each day through our work

Care • Compassion • Communication • Commitment

Call today for your appointment!

970-264-9436 
www.pagosa.dentist • Conveniently located downtown at 308 Pagosa Street

Photo courtesy Charles Martinez 
This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon 
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the Cassin’s finch. 

Attentive hikers in the forests of Pagosa Country will likely encounter 
this small- to medium-sized finch, the Cassin’s finch. In the southwestern 
United States, they are found at elevations from 3,000 feet to 10,000 feet. 
In our area, they are year-round residents which drop to lower elevations 
in the winter. Here they may be found in greater numbers at our feeders 
enjoying sunflower seeds, which they easily break open with their stout, 
conical beaks.

The males can be distinguished from very similar-looking house 
finches by the lack of streaking on their breasts and a much redder 
crown. Females of both these finch species are similar in coloration 
and streaking patterns on their breasts, but the Cassin’s female body is 
more compact compared to the house finch female.

Cassin’s finches tend to feed on seeds and insects, with aspen buds 
making up a significant part of their diet in the spring. Insects, including 
the larvae of destructive Douglas-fir tussock moths, are a favored food 
item in the summer.

Female Cassin’s finches build a nest using various plant materials, 
animal hair, feathers and similar debris near the top of conifer trees. 
Breeding pairs may occupy nests within a few feet of one another once 
eggs are laid, but before incubation begins, the female is often the ag-
gressor, chasing other males from the area.

The Cassin’s finch is considered at risk of extinction because of 
declining population numbers, particularly in the Northeastern U.S., for 
reasons that are not well understood. We are indeed fortunate to have 
this bird species in our area.

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and 
www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/.

Preview Calendar

n See Calendar on next page

All events listed in The PREVIEW 
Calendar are free of charge unless 
otherwise noted. 

Thursday, Feb. 8
Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-

son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild will 
welcome writers who are looking for 
opportunities, support and camara-
derie with other writers. Members 
will provide support, resources and 
guidance for each other. 

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center. 
Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15 p.m., 

Senior Center. No experience is 
necessary, so come willing to learn.

T’ai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30, Senior Cen-
ter. Free for those 60 and better.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Basic questions related to comput-
ers, smartphones, tablets, etc. Bring 
your device charger. We provide 

assistance with accessing any of the 
library’s online resources. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information. 

Teen Violence Dating Workshop. 4-5 
p.m., Sission Library. Rise Above 
Violence will lead a “Love Shouldn’t 
Hurt” dating violence workshop for 
teens in honor of Teen Violence 
Awareness Month. This class will 
provide advice on how to deal with 
and avoid violence in teen relation-
ships.

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library of-
fers English as a second language 
classes. These classes are free. Call 
(970) 264-2209 or email for more 
information. Beginning students 
are encouraged to attend from 4-5 
p.m., intermediate students from 
5-6 p.m. and advanced students 
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Helping Pagosans and beyond to make 
their house a home since 1986. 264-4462

WINDOW COVERINGS
Cathy Justus W.F.C.P.
Window Fashions Certified Professional

blinds • shades • verticals • draperies • valances
bedspreads • bed skirts • pillows • cushions • & more

Always deep 
discounts

FREE CORDLESS OPTION on select Graber products
 FREE installation with purchase

Protein and Weight Loss (Part 3)
Some final advice on protein consumption 
is to eat plenty of protein at Breakfast. 
Generally, we don’t get enough protein at 
breakfast, so focus on adding extra protein 
to start the day. Organic Whole grain cereals 
topped with nuts is an excellent way to add 
some delicious protein to your morning 
routine. Use plant based milks, such as Soy, 
Almond, Cashew, etc. for an even healthier 
protein breakfast. Another high protein 
breakfast food is plant based yogurt. It’s best 
to buy plain yogurt and add your own nuts 
and organic fruits to reduce the amount of sugar in flavored yogurts. 
Finally, while protein is essential to good health, too much of any food 
group, even protein, produces more calories than your body requires. 
This will sabotage your weight loss or even cause weight gain, and over 
consumption can also put a strain on your kidneys. So don’t overdo it. 
Next week, we will look at the incredibly healthy legume, which is another 
high protein food.

“My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak 
and slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God 
desires.” James 1:19-20 NIV
Fun Bible Facts: In the Bible in one form or another we are solemnly charged more than 160 times 
to care for the poor!

A public service from your Adventist friends & neighbors at Pagosa Springs Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Disclaimer: This and all our Nature’s Remedies are for health information purposes only. The Seventh Day Adventist Church is not responsible for results.

40 Oren Road • 970-731-1005

HEALTHY SELF

A PROTESTANT DENOMINATION

A1 Taxi
970-585-4903

Fully licensed and insured! 
Smoke-free vehicles!

Local discount system- just ask! 
8am-8pm daily or by appointment!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

Reliability 
Matters!

Courtesy 
Counts!

Preview Calendar
from 6-7 p.m. 

Great Stories Club. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Pagosa Community Initiative studio.
Teens are invited to discuss the 
book “American Street” by Ibi Zoboi 
and create art based on the book. 
Pizza and beverages will be served 
at this free event, and everyone will 
come away with a free copy of the 
book. Registration is required.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult Learn-
ing Services, or PALS, can help you 
with high school equivalency, GED, 
college prep, financial aid, tutoring 
and more. Mark can help you devel-
op a plan to achieve your education 
goals. Call (970) 264-2209 for more 
information.

Author Talk. 5:30 p.m., St. Patrick’s 
Episcopal Church, 225 South 
Pagosa Blvd. Is Super Bowl Sunday 
America’s New Holy Day? Noted 
Dartmouth professor and church 
historian Randall Balmer, author 
of “Passion Plays: How Religion 
Shaped Sports in North America,” 
will address this topic as America 
prepares to watch its most popular 
sports event. All are welcome to at-
tend this no-cost discussion.

Spanish Fiesta Committee Meeting. 
5 p.m., dining hall, Ross Aragon 
Community Center. All are welcome. 

Virtual Author Talk: Tessa Bailey. 6 
p.m., virtual. Listen live or recorded. 
Featuring rom-com author Tessa 
Bailey. For details and to register, go 
to https://libraryc.org/pagosalibrary/
upcoming.

Friday, Feb. 9
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Bingo. 1:15-2:30 p.m., Senior Center. 
Free. Those under 18 must have an 
adult chaperone. For more informa-
tion, contact (970) 264-2167.

Free Legal Clinic. 2-3 p.m., Sisson 

Library. Meet with a volunteer 
civil attorney via Zoom at the library. 
Registration required. Registra-
tion opens on the first day of each 
month. Space is limited. Call (970) 
264-2209 or email ruby@pagosali-
brary.com.

Craftapalooza. 2-3:30 p.m., Sisson 
Library. Create a variety of crafts for 
all ages. Several different craft sta-
tions will be set up. Stop by anytime 
during the program.

Booster Club Basket Silent Auc-
tion. 4 p.m., Pagosa Springs High 
School. Bid on awesome and 
unique baskets of diverse themes 
full of amazing goodies created by 
each high school teams’ families. 
The silent auction will end during 
halftime of the varsity boys’ game.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa versus Bay-
field. 

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa versus Bay-
field.

Saturday, Feb. 10
Cabin Fever Book Sale. 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 

Sission Library. Friends of the Li-
brary are hosting their first book sale 
of the year. These book sales are a 
superb opportunity for you to pur-
chase books for yourself and your 
family and as gifts at remarkably 
low prices while also benefiting your 
library. Friends members, teachers, 
nurses and first responders enjoy 
“buy one, get one free” with proof 
of membership or employment. To 
learn about becoming a Friend or 
to renew your membership, stop 
by your library or go to friends@
pagosalibrary.org.

Chess Club. 9:30-11:30 a.m., Sisson 
Library. Learn how to play chess 
with quick lessons and game time 
or practice your skills. All ages and 
abilities are welcome.

Pagosa Springs Scrapbooking Club. 
10 a.m.-3 p.m., Senior Center din-
ing room. Bring your scrapbooking 
projects or any crafting project you 
may want to work on with the group.

Knitters Circle. 1-3 p.m., Sisson 

n continued from previous page
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Copyright 2024 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

Answers to Previous Crossword: 
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Library. Join new or experienced 
knitters to get help with your project, 
or sit and knit.

Sunday, Feb. 11
Rotary Super Bowl Party. 3-8 p.m., 

Tennyson Building Event Center, 
197 Navajo Trail Drive. The doors 
open at 3 p.m. Kickoff is at 4:30 
p.m. Betting squares ends at 4:15 
p.m. Tickets are $25 per person and 
available online at pagosaspringsro-
tary.org or in person with cash or 
check at The Choke Cherry Tree. 
There will be food, prizes and a 
cash bar.

Monday, Feb. 12
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Women’s Fellowship. 9-11 a.m., John 
Paul II Catholic Church classrooms.

Wolf Creek Christian Writers Net-
work-Critique Groups. 9-11 a.m., 
Grace in Pagosa Community Room, 
1044 Park Ave. A meeting to fellow-
ship, inspire, encourage, critique 
and study the practice of writing.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11:30 a.m., PLPOA 
Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave. Beginners 
at 9:30 and advance group at 10:30. 
If you have not attended before, call 
Beverly at (970) 264-2064 for more 
information. 

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m., 
Senior Center.

Learn to Knit or Crochet. 2-3:15 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Learn to knit or cro-
chet. For ages 8 and up. Supplies 
are provided.

Healthy Aging and Yoga Therapy 
Class. 2:30-3:30 p.m., Senior Cen-
ter.

Shakespeare Read-Aloud Club. 3:30-
5 p.m., Sisson Library. Join in read-
ing aloud “As You Like It” together. 
Call Jenny at (240) 426-7887 for 
more information.

Boy Scout Meeting. 4 p.m., Com-
munity United Methodist Church, 
434 Lewis St. Boys aged 11-17 are 
invited to attend meetings. Scouts 
learn outdoor and leadership skills, 
teamwork, support our community 
and, above all, have fun. Contact 

Jennifer Walterscheid at (970) 986-
0387 or scoutmaster807@gmail.
com for more details. 

Tween/Teen Art Camp. 4-5 p.m., Sis-
son Library. Registration required. 
Art classes for tween and teens. 
Each month will explore a different 
style or medium.

Deepening the Faith Classes. 6-7 
p.m., John Paul II Catholic Church 
classrooms.

Tuesday, Feb. 13
Tech Time. 10 a.m.-noon, Sisson 

Library. Basic questions related to 
computers, smartphones, tablets, 
etc. Bring your device charger. We 
provide assistance with accessing 
any of the library’s online resources. 
Call (970) 264-2209 for more infor-
mation.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Method-
ist Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring 
your current stitching project and a 
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy 
the fellowship of other stitchers. All 
are welcome.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center. 
Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Ruby’s Book Club. 2-3 p.m., Sisson 

Library. Join us to discuss “The 
Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo” 
by Taylor Jenkins Reid. Pick up a 
copy at the Library.

Dungeons and Dragons. 4-5:30 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Join the adventure. 
Preregistration is required because 
space is limited. Contact Josie@
pagosalibrary.org to join. 

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library of-
fers English as a second language 
classes. These classes are free. Call 
(970) 264-2209 or email for more 
information. Beginning students 
are encouraged to attend from 4-5 
p.m., intermediate students from 
5-6 p.m. and advanced students 
from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult Learn-
ing Services, or PALS, can help you 
with high school equivalency, GED, 
college prep, financial aid, tutoring 
and more. Mark can help you devel-

Preview Calendar
n continued from previous page
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Stop by our agency and meet Kathy Lapen, 
the newest addition to the Michalak Insurance Agency — 

Farmers Insurance Pagosa Springs.  
Ask Kathy for a free 2024 Calendar!

46 Eaton Drive, Ste. 7 behind City Market

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. 
Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance 
companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are 
authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states. Life 
Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3120 139th Ave. SE, Ste. 
300, Bellevue, WA 98005.

Call 970.731.5258 today!
Let us help you get smart about your coverage options.

MAKING SENSE OF THE 
LOCAL INSURANCE MARKET
Automobile insurance • Homeowners insurance • Life insurance

Kathy Lapen

Preview Calendar
op a plan to achieve your education 
goals. Call (970) 264-2209 for more 
information.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa versus Monte 
Vista. 

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa versus Monte 
Vista.

Wednesday, Feb. 14
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Pickleball Beginner Lessons. 8:30-
10:30 a.m., Community Center. 
Loaner paddles are available. Res-
ervations are required and can be 
made at pagosapickleball.org under 
the “Play” tab.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson 
Library. Join us for an educational 
hour of reading, singing and free 
play while building early literacy 
skills together. For all ages. Call 
(970) 264-2209 for more informa-
tion.

Strategize Change in Your Life in 
2024. 1-2:15 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Registration required. Learn proven 
techniques to identify and change 

unwanted behaviors.
New Basic Quilting Class. 1-3 p.m., 

Sisson Library. Registration is re-
quired.

Mindful Drawing. 1:15 p.m., Senior 
Center.

Elementary Tutoring. 3:30-4:30 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Build essential 
skills in core subjects. Registration 
required. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information.

Pagosa Springs Photography Club. 
6 p.m., Community United Method-
ist Church, 434 Lewis St. Come 
at 6 p.m. for socializing. At 6:30 
p.m., Doug Coombs will present on 
“Masking in Lightroom.”

Thursday, Feb. 15
Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-

son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild will 
welcome writers who are looking for 
opportunities, support and camara-
derie with other writers. Members 
will provide support, resources and 
guidance for each other. 

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center. 
Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15 p.m., 

Senior Center. No experience is 
necessary, so come willing to learn.

T’ai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30, Senior Cen-
ter. Free for those 60 and better.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Basic questions related to comput-

ers, smartphones, tablets, etc. Bring 
your device charger. We provide 
assistance with accessing any of the 
library’s online resources. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

Knowledge Bowl. 4-5 p.m., Sisson 
Library. Test your trivia skills in a 
wide range of subjects. 

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library of-
fers English as a second language 
classes. These classes are free. Call 
(970) 264-2209 or email for more 
information. Beginning students 
are encouraged to attend from 4-5 
p.m., intermediate students from 
5-6 p.m. and advanced students 
from 6-7 p.m. 

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult Learn-
ing Services, or PALS, can help you 
with high school equivalency, GED, 
college prep, financial aid, tutoring 
and more. Mark can help you devel-
op a plan to achieve your education 
goals. Call (970) 264-2209 for more 
information.

Friday, Feb. 16
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Ready, Set, Learn. 10-11 a.m., Sis-

n continued from previous page

n See Calendar on next page



Subscribe to The SUN • PagosaSUN.com

Page 18 – Section 1 – The Pagosa Springs SUN – PREVIEW – Thursday, February 8, 2024

Reynolds Ash + Associates is excited to announce 
the opening of their new location in Alamosa. 

RA+A’s new office is located in the Historic Railroad Depot 
at 610 State Avenue, Suite 120.

RA+A is proud to introduce Andréa Bachman & Deron Granville of Alamosa. 
Please stop by and say hello! Andréa has been designing in the San Luis Valley since 2017 and 
recently joined RA+A in Fall of 2023. Deron is a licensed Architect who recently relocated from 

Denver to Alamosa and brings with him over 25 years of experience 
in all aspects of building design. He recently joined RA+A in Spring of 2023.

The opening of the Alamosa location will better serve our San Luis Valley clients and contractors. 
The firm is the largest locally-owned architecture and engineering firm in the Four Corners 

with offices in Pagosa Springs, Durango, and Phoenix AZ. 

Please visit www.RA-AE.com for more information.

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

son Library. A centered approach 
designed to build preschool skills.

Messy Art: Marbling. 3-4 p.m., Sisson 
Library. Create beautiful swirling 
artwork.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa versus Del 
Norte. 

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Bas-
ketball. 7 p.m., Pagosa Springs 
High School. Pagosa versus Del 
Norte.

Thingamajig Theatre Company 
Presents ‘Tiny Beautiful Things.’ 
7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center for 
the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For 
tickets and more information, visit 
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

Saturday, Feb. 17
LEGO Club. 11 a.m.-noon, Sisson 

Library. For kids 6-12 years old. We 
have the LEGO bricks, all you need 
to bring is your imagination. Contact 
the library at (970) 264-2209 for 
further information.

Pokémon Club. 12:30-2:30 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Bring your cards 
to battle against others who love 
Pokémon too. No experience re-
quired. Contact the library at (970) 
264-2209 for further information. 

Thingamajig Theatre Company 
Presents ‘Tiny Beautiful Things.’ 
7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center for 
the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For 
tickets and more information, visit 
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

Sunday, Feb. 18
Thingamajig Theatre Company 

Presents ‘Tiny Beautiful Things.’ 
3 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center for 
the Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. For 
tickets and more information, visit 
pagosacenter.org or call (970) 731-
SHOW (7469).

Monday, Feb. 19
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Women’s Fellowship. 9-11 a.m., 

John Paul II Catholic Church class-
rooms.

Wolf Creek Christian Writers 
Network-Critique Groups. 9-11 
a.m., Grace in Pagosa Community 
Room, 1044 Park Ave. A meeting 
to fellowship, inspire, encourage, 
critique and study the practice of 
writing.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11:30 a.m., 
PLPOA Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave. 
Beginners at 9:30 and advance 
group at 10:30. If you have not at-
tended before, call Beverly at (970) 
264-2064 for more information. 

Archuleta County Democratic Club. 
11:30 a.m., Beny’s Restaurant,180 
E. Pagosa St. Josh Kurz will speak 
about water resources. RSVP to 
lynnfrederick1@gmail.com.

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m., 
Senior Center.

Healthy Aging and Yoga Therapy 
Class. 2:30-3:30 p.m., Senior 
Center. Zoom.

Boy Scout Meeting. 4 p.m., Com-
munity United Methodist Church, 
434 Lewis St. Boys aged 11-17 are 
invited to attend meetings. Scouts 
learn outdoor and leadership skills, 
teamwork, support our community 
and, above all, have fun. Contact 
Jennifer Walterscheid at (970) 986-
0387 or scoutmaster807@gmail.
com for more details. 

Deepening the Faith Classes. 6-7 
p.m., John Paul II Catholic Church 
classrooms.

Tuesday, Feb. 20
Tech Time. 10 a.m.-noon, Sisson 

Library. Basic questions related to 
computers, smartphones, tablets, 
etc. Bring your device charger. 
We provide assistance with ac-
cessing any of the library’s online 
resources. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist 
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your 
current stitching project and a 
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy 
the fellowship of other stitchers. All 
are welcome.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center. 
Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Humane Society  of  Pagosa 

Preview Calendar
Springs Annual Meeting. 3 p.m., 
Humane Society Thrift Store. 
Members must be in good stand-
ing to participate. Please contact 
the administration office at hsad-
min@pagosahumane.org or (970) 
264-5549 to make arrangements 
to participate.

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 
students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced 
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services, or PALS, can 
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial 
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can 
help you develop a plan to achieve 
your education goals. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

n continued from previous page
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HORSE PANELS- Ponderosa Lumber is your 
Priefert livestock panel dealer. 731-4111.  
Highway 160 on Put Hill. 

10-year old reg. quarter horse paint geld-
ing, very gentle. Knows gaits. Healthy $4,000 
firm. 946-2839

3X3X8 800 LB. GRASS HORSE HAY. 
Quantity discounts. 946-1018, please leave 
message.

WANTED OLDER KIND, GENTLE gelding. 
(970)731-1976, (970)507-0201.

ALFALFA AND GRASS MIX HAY, $5/ bale. 
Organic potatoes, $20 per hundred. 264-
5628. 

QUALITY HORSE HAY. $6 a bale. Local, 
731-5022.

HAY FOR SALE. $7 in the field, $7.25 in the 
barn. 3x3x8 bales, 775 lbs, $85. 731-9504. 

HAY FOR SALE. Barn stored, good grass 
hay, 3’x3’x8’ bales, 775 lbs., $85. Oat hay, 
small bales, 50 lbs., $2. (970)731-5873, 
(970)731-9504. 

SUPER BUY- Moved and TV doesn’t fit. 
Gorgeous 62” Toshiba HD TV with DLP. Must 
sacrifice at $850. Also dry firewood, $100 per 
pickup full. (970)903-3911.

14’ LOW BOY BUMPER PULL equipment 
trailer. Will haul 10K, electric brakes both 
axles. Nice, $2,500. (970)731-9505.

TWO APPLIANCES: 1 GE refrigerator, 21.6, 
no frost. 1 GE gas stove. $200 each OBO. 
946-1737.

NURSERY GROWN ASPENS, all sizes, large 
spruce and pine. Delivery available. High 
Plains Nursery, Inc. Open Mon-Sat., 9a.m. to 
4p.m. 883-4600.

QUEEN BED WITH OAK headboard, frame 
and mattress, $50. 2007 Oster 6 slice toaster 
oven, $25. (970)799-0066. 

8’ SNOWPLOW FOR TOYOTA pickup, 
$1,200. 264-0040.

Classifi eds 264-2101264-2101
 Offi ce Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Classifi ed Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.
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RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

VACATION RENTALS

AUTOSFOR SALE

WANTED

LIVESTOCK

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

PETS

FOR SALE

If you’ve got something to sell
And don’t know what to do,
Call Hi Mesa Truck & Auto
Let us sell it for you!
Cars • Trucks • Tractors • Motor Homes
(no cows or horses, please!)

Call Ben Johnson
Put my 48 years of auto sales experience to work for you! • Financing available
Hi Mesa Truck & Auto • 597 Navajo Trail Dr. • 970-731-4377 • 866-731-4377

ONLY $595/ MONTH for this 2 level, 1,250 
sq. ft. condominium loft. Granite countertops, 
custom fixtures, central heat and air condition-
ing plus much more. Centrally located, walk to 
everything. This like new unit won’t last long. 
Reserve it today. 264-1036.

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX with garage. 
$600/ month plus security deposit. W/D, 
1,400 sq. ft., lots of storage, on golf course. 
(970)946-4181.

BEAUTIFUL LARGE MOBILE HOME. 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, screened in porch, lots 
of extra storage. Close to everything, $750/ 
month. Call 903-7150.

2 BEDROOM CONDO on the golf course. 
Available now, $600/ month. (479)244-7141, 
(970)264-5715.

ROOM WITH FREE UTILITIES, free wifi, 
private entrance, cooking facility, private 
bathroom, washer/ dryer available, $450. No 
smoking. 398-0023 

4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOUSE with garage 
and fenced-in yard. $650/ month. Call Laura 
at The Real Choice, (970)946-9281.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH in Pagosa Lakes area. 
2-car garage, new paint. Appliances included, 
$750. (970)946-9281.

LAKEFRONT UPSTAIRS APARTMENT. 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath, 2-car garage, all appli-
ances, $700/ month. No smoking, pets upon 
approval. (505)334-5687, (505)793-7285.

GOLF COURSE CONDO. 1 bedroom, moun-
tain views, wood burning fireplace, $650/ 
month. No smoking, pets okay with deposit. 
398-0023 

SPACIOUS CONDO, 2 BEDROOM, 3 bath, 
large loft. Sunroom with view, gas heat, new 
carpet. No dogs. $600. 903-2513.

BEST VALUE IN PAGOSA. Excellent condi-
tion 1/1, 2/2 apartment homes. All utilities 
included. Convenient location, walk to uptown 
grocery store. 946-9187.

HOUSE IN TOWN- 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 
2,400 sq. ft., 3-story home on 3 city lots with 
2-car heated garage. No smokers, no pets. 
$1,300 per month plus utilities. History and 
average of electric and natural gas usage 
available. Located right on the city limits at 
297 N. 2nd Street (Snowball Road). 946-
1642, please leave message or email terri@
pagosasun.com.

RENTALS: VACATION AND LONG TERM. 
www.teampagosa.com. Call Laura Dan-
iels, (970)946-9281 or Chris Hachenberg, 
(970)903-1188. Broker Associates, The Real 
Choice.

FIRST MONTH’S RENT FREE! 2 bedroom, 2 
bath end unit apartment. Close to downtown, 
quiet, W/D in building, paved road, low utilities, 
water paid. $725. 398-0007.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, wood stove, garage, 
carport. Pet negotiable, no smokers, $700/ 
month, 1st, last and utilities. Lake Forest 
Estates. 731-3471. 

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX at 578 
E. Golf Pl. Garage, storage, washer/ dryer 
hookups, landlord pays water and garbage. 
$700/ month. 946-7917.

ENERGY EFFICIENT, UNFURNISHED 2 bed-
room, 2 bath condo. Great location in Pagosa 
Lakes area, walking distance to local shops. 
Appliances furnished. $625/ month, long-term 
rent. (608)289-0373.

RV SPACES, $325/ MONTH. Includes satel-
lite TV, Wi-Fi, and other utilities. Please call 
Happy Camper 731-5822. 

FOR RENT 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath nearly new. 
$1,175/ month plus deposit. Phone (970)884-
2594 or (970)749-5956.

QUIET COUNTRY LIVING on private ranch 
3.6 miles from town. Mountain view, cathedral 
ceilings, large array of windows, tile, wood 
floors, exquisitely furnished for 2 occupants. 
References, one-year lease, first, last month’s 
rent plus deposit. All utilities included. No 
smoking, no pets. $899. (970)264-6720, 
(970)946-3987.

HOUSE IN TOWN. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, spa-
cious, clean, bright, new carpet. Reduced 
to $650. 359 South 9th Street. No smokers/ 
pets. 749-5828.

YOUR CHOICE: STUDIO APARTMENT 
plus workshop, $650 or 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
home, garage, washer/ dryer, decks, $900. 
Both newly remodeled, views, national forest 
access, near shopping, quiet neighborhood, 
basic utilities. No smokers, pets negotiable. 
First, damage, references. (970)948-8672 

FOR RENT: SINGLEWIDE MOBILE home. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath. $475/ month, $350 cleaning 
deposit. 354 Canyon Circle, Pagosa Vista. 
731-4906.

SECOND MONTH’S RENT’S FREE. Very 
clean 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 1-car garage du-
plex unit on E. Golf Place. No pets. Available 
now. Rent $695/ month. Call (970)884-2077, 
(970)903-9355. 

3 BEDROOM UNIT in Pagosa Lakes. Newly 
remodeled, new appliances, washer/ dryer, 
cable. Section 8 approved, everything paid. 
$725. (303)838-5585.

REMODELED 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath mobile in 
Vista. All new interior in 2007, well insulated 
for low utility bills, washer/dryer included. First 
month $475, then $595/ month plus deposit 
with lease. No pets/ smokers. 264-8258.

BRAND NEW 1-2 BEDROOM COTTAGES! 
All new construction, great downtown 8th St. 
location. 1-2 bedroom, 1 bath private units. 
Year lease, $700-$750/ month. On-site laun-
dry. NS/NP. Renting now! Call 946-2255.

2 BEDROOM PLUS LOFT, 2 bath house on 
Hills Circle for rent or purchase. W/D, wood 
stove, new carpet, paint, wood floors. No 
smokers; lease; pet considered. $700/ month 
plus electric. (970)453-4943.

TASTEFULLY DESIGNED AND FURNISHED 
1 person studio in quiet neighborhood. Private 
entry, full kitchen and bath, new furniture, 
washer/ dryer, yard. All utilities and Direct TV 
included. No smokers/ pets. 6 month lease 
preferred; $650/ month. 946-2201.

2 PLUS LOFT LODGE CONDO. Partially 
furnished, washer, dryer, fireplace, end unit. 
Great lake and mountain views. No smoking, 
pet considered. $745/ month. (970)485-
2515.

PAGOSA LAKE VIEWS. 3 bedroom in 4-plex. 
Dishwasher, washer/ dryer, utilities paid, free 
cable TV, recently remodeled. $699/ month. 
(303)881-1407.

VACATIONERS. We have fully furnished 
homes and condos for rent by the day, week 
or month. We also have long term places 
available. Pagosa Realty Rentals, located up-
stairs, Frontier Building, Piedra at 160.  (970) 
731-5515. www.pagosarentals.com. 

3 BEDROOM CABIN on Lake Pagosa, fully 
furnished. Groups of 6 or less. Weekly and 3 
night minimum rates. (707)864-8350, www.
vacationhomes.com/20810.

XMAS RENTAL- RIVER FRONT lodge 
between hot springs and ski area. 3/2 luxury, 
sleeps 6-8, $300/ night, 5 night minimum. 
264-4866. 

COTTAGE, 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, laundry, 
garage, sleeps 6. Lake Pagosa. Daily, weekly, 
monthly rates. (970)731-3694.

ON THE LAKE: New 1 or 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Weekly and daily rates. No pets, no smokers. 
Fishing dock, hot tub. For information, call 
(970)749-4769.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOME, fully furnished, 
Pagosa Lakes. Weekly and three-night mini-
mum rates. Sleeps 9. Email for information 
and pictures, denverrenter@gmail.com.

RESORT CONDOS AND HOMES. Daily from 
$85 plus weekly, monthly. Sunetha, 731-4344 
or sunetha.com.

‘06 Honda CRV EX, auto, sunroof, new tires, 
71k mi. $14,400 #09-10xu 946-4397

WWW.SALSMOTORCORRAL.COM. Visit us 
online to view current inventory and pricing. 

1979 CJ-5 JEEP. Runs good, some rust, mov-
ing must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2000 CHEVY 2500 PICKUP. 4-door, 4X4. 
$5,000 OBO. Good condition. 946-6803.

1998 DODGE RAM 1500. 4X4, extended 
cab, low miles, excellent condition! Garaged, 
tuned, new clutch. Near new studded tires! 
$8,499 OBO. 903-2492. 

2002 ARCTIC CAT SNOWMOBILE. 440RZ 
Snow Pro Sno. Runs great and fast. $1,500 
OBO. (970)946-8526.

(1) 800 RMK AND (1) 700 RMK, with trailer. 
Great shape, run perfect. Must sacrifice, 
$8,500 for both, (970)946-3356.

1998 POLARIS RMK 700. 144” track, moving 
must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2001 POLARIS RMK 800. Custom, 156” 
track, too many extras to list. Moving, must 
sell, $5,000 OBO. (970759-6630.

VACATION RENTALS

1986 SUBURBAN 4X4. Mechanically solid, 
cosmetically challenged. 2 sets of tires, a 
beast in the snow. $1,800. Call 264-6668.

AUTOS

FREE WOODEN PALLETS. When avail-
able, they will be placed behind The Pagosa 
Springs SUN office. NO PHONE CALLS, 
PLEASE!

Antique replica wood/coal burning cook-
stove & range Brand new. Sacrifice $2000 
obo (pd $4400); Antique sewing machine 
treadle. 264-2674

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine, $175; as-
pen, $150 per cord, delivered. Call Todd, 
(970)946-2102.

LOG HOMES AND CABINS. 24’x32’ for 
only $16,800. Log walls, posts, beams, roof, 
plans, video and more! Free catalog. www.
bighornmtn.com. (307)684-2445.

SHAKLEE for proper nutrition, use Shaklee 
products. For information call Marsha Preuit. 
264-5910.

PAPER BUNDLES FOR fire starter 25¢ each. 
Pick up at The Pagosa Springs SUN. 466 
Pagosa Street.

STEVENS FIELD HANGAR, 500-G, Condor 
Drive. $135,000. (928)680-6400.

15” SYDHILL WESTERN SADDLE. Brand 
new, $2,800. Will sell for $1,400. Suede seat, 
Herman oak leather. 264-6720. 

RESPORT HAS A GREAT SELECTION of 
gently used skis, snowboards, apparel and 
accessories for all your winter sporting needs! 
100 Country Center Drive, Suite E. Monday- 
Saturday, 10a.m.-6p.m. 731-6900.

ESKIMO GAS ICE AUGER with sled and all 
accessories, $200. Never used. Minnkota 
electric trolling motor, never used, $300. 
Ray, 731-1456

LOVE CHOCOLATE? EAT 3 pieces/ day of 
the most powerful, health promoting, decadent 
chocolate ever produced and take control of 
your life. The perfect gift for yourself and loved 
ones. Bridget, (970)946-1941.

2007 SUZUKI RMZ 450, $5,500 OBO. 264-
6965.

WE BUY ANTLERS: off elk or deer. Small 
pieces (greater than 4”), broken antlers, all 
grades. NO dirty, infected, oily, painted or 
chalky antler. Also selling ’09  alfalfa- grass 
horse- quality 1,000 pound round bales, 
$65 to $75/ bale. South Fork, call Rich at 
(719)657-0942.

ARE YOU “DOWNSIZING” YOUR living 
style? Call us first! We are actively searching 
for and purchasing fine antiques, collectibles, 
unusual items- just about anything not new. 
Many years experience! Call us before you 
garage sale- you’ll be glad you did. We pay 
more! Call Lisa at 946-0124.

PAWS, FEATHERS, FINS & FRIENDS PET 
SITTING SERVICE. Boarding, house/ pet 
sitting, in-home visits, bonded & insured. THE 
PAMPERED PET, LARGE AND SMALL, WE 
CARE FOR THEM ALL! (970)731-8900.Sell it

in the classifieds
Cars • Bikes • Houses • Land • Saddles • Hay • Goats 

Horses • Boats • Tools • Furniture • You name it! 

To place your classified ad, call
(970) 264-2100

If you or someone you know 
might be at risk of suicide, 

there is help. 
Call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 

at 1-800-273-8255, text a crisis counselor at 741741 
or visit suicidepreventionlifeline.org.

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service 
you and your family through providing quality in our 
work, and being timely and efficient. 
Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing 
water. Water mixed with the normal environments 
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding 
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 
system installations and repairs as well as moisture 
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER 
RESTORATION  

FLOOD MITIGATION
CRAWLSPACE 
INSPECTIONS/

WORK
Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor 
Removal

MountainMenDM.com • mail@mountainmendm.com 

Pipes froze and flooded your home? 
Call us for 24/7 Emergency Response

Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

Non-emergency 
medical 
transportation 
to Denver, Durango, 
Farmington, Colorado 
Springs — Anywhere 
in Colorado and border 
state approved cities 
for Medicaid insured 
rides to and from 
Medicaid providers 
Pre-approval and 
24-hour notice 
required. 

FREE RIDES 
for 

MEDICAID 
CLIENTS

anywhere in the State of Colorado
Please call us to get qualified: 

970-731-4081
Durango Airport Shuttle • Taxi Service • Weddings

Charter Service • Private Parties
Also

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling

PUC # 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021
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To our donors, sponsors and grantors
Thank you for all the love and support in 2023      .....

Aspen House will be the first home in the Pagosa Springs area that will provide 
supervised housing and support services for adults with developmental disabilities. 

Aspen House/Aspen Services Mission: To cultivate an environment of success 
for adults with developmental disabilities and their community.

100+ Men Who Care Mile High Chapter
All About You Day Spa
Alpine Medical and Specialties
The Antler Shed
Archuleta County 
Archuleta County Iron Works 
Archuleta Properties LLC 
Carolyn Arnold
Evie Ausen 
Robert and Sam Bair
Doug Beeman
Kenneth Berg
Blown Away Hair Studio
Bowdridge Property Solutions
Ken and Anita Bowles
Julia and Christopher Boyd
Jo Bridges 
Bronco Energy
Julie Brown/ Runs with Scissors
Dr. Robert Brown 
Patricia Brown 
Susan and Michael Buchner 
The Buck Stops Here
Terry and Teresa Burge
Lola Butler
Tony and Mary Carosa
Keena and Todd Carstensen
Charity Jane Pitcher Memorial Fund
Amanda Cheatham
Chow Down
City Market
Judith Collins
Colorado Housing and Finance Authority
The Colorado Trust
Community Foundation Serving  

Southwest Colorado
Pattie Copenhaver
Billy Cotts /Re-Sport and Stitches and 

Dimples 
Jody Weddle-Country Pumpkins Childcare 
Bill and Nancy Crouse 
A Custom Tree
David and Beverly Cuyler
Daughters of the American Revolution
David and Lorren Dawes
Design A Sign
Jim and Becky Dorian 
Dusty Roads Gifts 
Ears 2 U Hearing Aid Center 
Echo IT Consulting LLC
Elizabeth Hair Design 
Elktrace Bed and Breakfast 
Engel Völkers Pagosa Springs
Jim and Donna Fait 
Cyndi Figaro 
Matt and Maggie Fischer
Don Ford – UCAL
Ron and Mary Forman 
Galles Properties 
Brian Griego 
Growing Spaces
Gurley Trust
Healing Waters Resort and Spa

Bryan and Julie Hinds
Linda Hobbs 
Holiday Inn
Teresa and John Huft
Karl and Joanne Irons
Jann C Pitcher Real Estate 
Deborah Jennings 
Lisa Jensen 
JoAnn Laird Real Estate 
Chris and Barbara Johnson 
Georgia Johnson 
Lynn Johnson
Joycrow Inc 
Alice Keil 
Lori Kelly 
Knights of Columbus 
Michael and Pamela Kostin 
Mary Kurt-Mason
June Landgraf
Pamela Larsen 
Linda and Leroy Lattin
Lazy One Pagosa
Leading Edge Financial Planning 
Nancy Lee
Mike and Kerstin LeRoux
The Lift Coffee House
Kimball and Mary Lloyd-Jones 
Bryan and Nicolle Looper 
Anthony and Helen Lord 
Mackey Insurance
Mary Tighe
Dennis Medina
Mauricio and Veronica Medina 
Frank and Marlene Meiners 
Jude Monteleone
Mountain and Meadow Real Estate 
Mountain Eye Care 
Mountain Pizza and Taproom
Mountain Quest LLC 
Mountain Spirits 
Fred Munger 
Martha Murphy 
Robert and Carolyn Nemeth 
Natural Grocers
No Limits Ranch
Sean and Connie O’Donnell
Ruby Osberg
Overlook Hot Springs
 Frazer Owen 
Pagosa Brokers 
Pagosa Pines RV Park 
Pagosa Springs Golf Club
Pagosa Springs Medical Center
The Pagosa Springs Sun 
David and Janet Pain 
Richard and Gayle Parry
Carolyn Paschal
Julie Pederson 
Piedra Automotive
Pine Ridge Rehabilitation and Healthcare 

Center 
Jann and Todd Pitcher
Kathleen Platz 

Rica Potenz 
Randle Family Charitable Fund 
Zane and Rita Rasnic
Ray Family Charitable Account
Redtail Property Care, LLC
David and Janet Richardson 
Paul and Katherine Ridenhour 
Lee Riley- I Sell Pagosa LLC
Pat and Nikki Rippe
Dave Robb
Rocky Mountain Timberworks
Malcolm and Joan Rodger
Mary Rose 
Claudia Rosenbaum
Ruby Sisson Library Foundation
Christine Schmidt-Milkovich
Joan Scott
San Juan RediMix
Sara Scott
Polly Seale
Robert Serra- Susan Martin 
Seven Rivers Steakhouse
Chris Seymore
Sherpa Real Estate
Sky Ute Casino
Fran Smith
Nicole Smith
Marybeth Snyder
Soul Medicinals Massage 
Thomas and Katheryn Strang
Strohecker Asphalt and Paving Inc
Mr. and Mrs. ET Summers
Sy’s Taxidermy/ Cole’s Meat Processing
Talamante Construction LLC
Team Pagosa Realty Group 
Team Ranson LLC 
Evelyn Tennyson 
Terry’s Ace Hardware 
The Tile and Carpet Store 
Becky Thompson
Tim Brown Construction LLC 
Dr. Roy and Debra Tinguely
Tothe Services LLC 
Town of Pagosa Springs 
Two Chicks and a Hippie
Two Old Crows
Upscale Resale
Jim Van Liere
Brad and Kim Van Wormer 
Wayne and Nancy Walls
 Walmart
 Joseph Dayton Wells 
Meg Wempe 
Bill and Devon Wiggens 
Arthur Wilson 
Wolf Creek Realty Colorado LLC
Zuberfizz

Senior Center launches ‘Sweetheart’ campaign
Arts
Line

Senior 
News

By Rose Chavez
PREVIEW Columnists

 In February, let’s ignite a spark 
of generosity. 

Through the month of Febru-
ary, the Pagosa Senior Center is 
working to bring in donations to 
support services for seniors. 

Our campaign, “A Sweetheart 
Deal, Buy A Senior A Meal and 
More” makes it possible for com-
munity members to directly sup-
port and donate hot, nutritious 
meals and social opportunities for 
low-income older adults in Archu-
leta County. 

In addition to being a nutrition 
center, the Senior Center serves 
as a community hub where food 
and other resources/supports are 
available to help older adults stay 
independent, active, engaged in 
our community and living in their 
homes. 

Archuleta Seniors Inc. (ASI) 
delivers the following to support 
older adult wellness, health and 
quality of life in Archuleta County. 

Meals and supplemental nutri-
tion:

• A total of 25,000 fresh and 
nutritious meals (salad, entrée, 
dessert and beverage) are pro-
vided annually, available five days 
per week via drive-thru carryout, 
delivery (Meals on Wheels, Wilder-
ness Journey) and on-site dining. 
Fifteen percent of all meals are 
provided to caregivers who also are 
age 60 or better.

• Menu planning and a com-
mitment to high-quality nutrition 
ensure that those with special 
dietary requirements – including 
cultural preferences and religious 
requirements — generally are ac-
commodated (heritage foods are 
regularly integrated and vegetarian 
foods are readily available, etc.).

• Older adults living in low-
income senior housing are pro-
vided supplemental nutrition (i.e. 
groceries, CSA produce box) as 
needed/available.

Social connection activities; 
educational, other resources and 
referrals:

• Afternoon on-site and off-site 
social, service and future field trip 
activities, including games, discus-
sion groups, yoga and stretching, 
etc. are provided, benefitting an 
average 15 individuals per activity 
via an average of 2.5 activities per 
month.

• Educational workshops and 
presentations — e.g., healthy 
habits, VITA tax support, financial 
literacy, fall prevention — benefit 
an average 15 individuals per ac-
tivity via in-person and remote 
educational offerings per month.

• Informed and comprehensive 
referrals to other community or-
ganizations provide for assistance 
through a variety of services, mate-
rials/resources and other supports. 

Isolation prevention and care-

giver supports:
• Residents of congregate hous-

ing for individuals of low incomes 
utilize walkable access to and de-
livery service of meals.

• An average of 20 local indi-
viduals benefit each month from 
on-demand transportation to and 
from the Senior Center for meals, 
social and educational program-
ming.

• Typically, 35 to 40 individu-
als are visited daily (five days per 
week) by Meals on Wheels, which 
includes an at-home wellness 
check.

• Electronic monitoring devices 
(hardware, subscription service) 
for 24/7 assurance are provided for 
15 individuals annually.

• Caregivers have access to in-
formational/educational materials 
specific to their needs (e.g. meals, 
counseling).

This valentines season, let’s 
come together to make a lasting 
impact by opening up our hearts 
and wallets for a great cause. All 
meals have a suggested donation 
of $10, with social events and edu-
cational offerings provided at no/
low cost. To make a donation in 
support of ASI, visit our website at 
www.psseniors.org or drop by our 
office at 451 Hot Springs Blvd. in 
the Ross Aragon Community Cen-
ter. Thank you for your generosity.

Grant available for adult 
learners

 Are you a BIPOC adult age 55 or 
better living in Archuleta County 
eager to pursue further education? 
Here’s your chance. 

ASI, in coordination with the 
Spanish Fiesta Committee, is de-
lighted to announce a $1,000 
educational grant available exclu-
sively for these adult learners in our 
community.

The grant aims to support in-
dividuals seeking to enhance their 
skills, pursue new career paths or 
simply satisfy their thirst for knowl-
edge. Whether you aspire to enroll 
in a vocational program, attend 
workshops or pursue a degree, 
this grant can provide the financial 
boost you need to turn your educa-
tional dreams into reality.

ASI and members of our local 
Spanish Fiesta Committee believe 
that education is a lifelong journey 
and it’s never too late to invest 
in oneself. This grant is designed 
to remove financial barriers and 
empower adults in our community 
to pursue their educational goals.

 To be eligible for the grant, ap-
plicants must meet the following 

criteria:
• Reside in Archuleta County.
• Be 55 years of age or older.
• Be Black, Indigenous or a per-

son of color.
• Demonstrate a commitment 

to furthering their education.
• Submit a compelling applica-

tion outlining their educational 

goals and how the grant will be 
utilized.

Applications are now open and 
will be accepted until March 20. A 
scholarship selection committee 
composed of community leaders 
will review all applications and se-
lect the most deserving candidates.

ASI encourages all motivated 

BIPOC, 55-and-older adults in 
Archuleta County to take advan-
tage of this opportunity. Whether 
you’re looking to advance your 
career, explore new interests or 
simply expand your horizons, this 
grant can be the catalyst for your 
educational journey.
n See Senior on next page
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PAGOSA AREA WATER & SANITATION DISTRICT 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING ON CHANGES TO WATER AND WASTEWATER 

SERVICE CHARGES SCHEDULED FOR 5PM ON FEBRUARY 15, 2024 AT THE 
PAWSD DISTRICT OFFICE LOCATED AT 100 LYN AVE, PAGOSA SPRINGS, 

COLORADO 
 

At a Board Meeting on December 14, 2023, the Pagosa Area Water & Sanitation District Board 
of Directors approved the findings of the 2023 Water and Wastewater Rate Study performed by 
Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.  The following rate changes, including but not limited to, will 
be considered for implementation on March 1, 2024: 
 
WATER CHARGES 
The recommended changes to the minimum monthly water service charge per equivalent unit 
(E.U.) and to the volumetric charges include an increase of 3% annually through 2031 and will 
equate to a 27% cumulative increase over the 8-year period.  
 
Monthly Service Charge (per E.U.)                                                 increase from $31.44 to $32.38 
Volume Charge:  

      2,001-8,000 gallons usage (rate per 1,000 gallons)       increase from $5.64 to $5.81 
                  8,001-20,000 gallons usage (rate per 1,000 gallons)     increase from $11.29 to $11.63 
                  Over 20,001 gallons usage (rate per 1,000 gallons)      increase from $14.17 to $14.60 
Water Fill Station Charge (per 1,000 gallons)                      increase from $12.18 to $12.55 
Water Availability of Service                                                          increase from $14.30 to $14.73 
 
WASTEWATER CHARGES 
The recommended changes to monthly wastewater service charges include an initial 30% annual 
rate increase beginning in 2024 and ending in 2025, a 5% annual rate increase beginning in 2026 
and ending in 2029, and a 15% annual rate increase beginning in 2030 and ending in 2031. These 
increases will equate to a 172% cumulative increase over the 8-year period.  
 
Monthly Service Charge (per E.U.)                                                 increase from $32.80 to $42.64 
Short Term Rental Monthly Service Charge (per E.U.)                  increase from $32.80 to $59.70 
Wastewater Availability of Service             increase from $12.50 to $16.25  
Wastewater Hauler Charge (rate per 100 gallons)                          increase from $13.28 to $17.26      
  
CAPITAL INVESTMENT FEES 
Capital Investment Fees for Water     increase from $5,352.37 to $8.958.00 
Capital Investment Fees for Wastewater   increase from $1,178.98 to $15,697.00 
 
The Water and Wastewater Rate Study can be found at https://www.pawsd.org/district-
business/financial-information/. 
 
For assistance regarding how these proposed rate changes could affect your water bill, please call 
the District office - 970-731-2691.  A staff member will be able to complete a comparison based 
upon your individual account information and historical usage. 
 Tangles Hair Salon

970-731-2810
2035 Eagle Drive Unit 110

Fall in love with your hair!

tangles hair

Come see your small town Pagosa girls at Tangles!

Tanya Kasey

Senior
n continued from previous page

Local reporting that matters.

Don’t let financial constraints 
hold you back from pursuing 
your dreams. Apply for the $1,000 
educational grant today and take a 
significant step toward a brighter 
future.

For more information and to ac-
cess the application form, contact 
the ASI office at (970) 264-2167 or 
stop by the office.

Fresh Conversations  
volunteer opportunity

Do you love your community 
and have a passion for helping your 
fellow community members live 
their healthiest lives? 

ASI has an opportunity for a 
volunteer position to teach one 
Fresh Conversations session each 
month. 

Fresh Conversat ions is  a 
healthy-living program for people 
60 and older who are living on a 
budget and want to maintain their 
health and independence. Topics 
of discussion include heart disease, 
diet trends and preventing cancer, 
to name just a few. 

Each session is held in-person 
or virtually and lasts approximately 
60 minutes. The time commitment 
is about one hour to facilitate each 
session plus preparation time, and 
you do not need to be a dietician or 
an expert in nutrition. We’ll provide 
you with training materials. 

If you are interested, contact 
Rose Chavez at rosa@psseniors.
org. 

Healthy aging yoga  
therapy class series

This winter, a healthy aging yoga 
series will be offered as a hybrid 
class at the Senior Center on Mon-
days from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

Classes will be structured by 
therapeutic yoga tools and tech-
niques with chair movement, 
standing stretches, gentle postures, 

breathing practices and reflective 
meditative moments. 

Monthly themes for the series 
will include topics such as sustain-
able strength for healthy aging 
individuals, brain health, heart and 
cardiovascular health, mental and 
emotional well-being, community 
connections, and stress manage-
ment, to name a few. 

Classes will be educational for 
participants to utilize practices in 
daily life and are meant for all levels 
of experience with yoga. 

The class is hosted by local 
yoga therapist AJ Connors, with a 
hybrid focus for the winter months, 
blending in-person, online and, 
occasionally, recorded classes. 
Zoom sessions will be streamed at 
the Senior Center to provide the 
community experience to prac-
tice together or can be accessed at 
home if weather is a factor. 

Mats and chairs will be provided 
at the Senior Center; some blocks 
and Therabands are available, 
too. The addition of yoga props is 
always welcomed. 

We are requesting that indi-
viduals who are new to joining 
the series arrive early for intake 
inquiries and to please commu-
nicate with AJ directly by emailing 
ajconnorslove@gmail.com.

Bingo
The Senior Center will be host-

ing bingo twice a month on Friday 
afternoons from 1:15 to 2:30 p.m.

Bingo will be on Feb. 9 and Feb. 
23 , March 8, March 15, April 5, and 
April 19. 

The price to participate is free 
and we ask you bring yourself and 
a friend for joyful fellowship. We 
will provide prizes from local busi-
nesses for all winners and snacks 
will also be provided. 

No RSVP is required; just show 
up. All ages are welcome, but we 

n See Senior on next page
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662 Park Avenue  •  beehivehomesnm.com • 970-731-3340

Embrace a lifestyle where tranquility meets assistance. 
Our assisted living community is designed for your well-being.

Our compassionate staff will quickly become your extended family.
Serene surroundings for peace of mind and culinary delights served daily.

Explore the warmth of BeeHive Homes and schedule a tour now!
Call (970) 398-0666 and make your home with us, 

your journey to comfortable living begins here!

Your Haven of 
Comfort & Care.

ask those 18 and younger to come 
with an adult chaperone. 

For more information, contact 
us at (970) 264-2167.

T’ai Chi Chih
The Senior Center will be of-

fering T’ai Chi Chih with accred-
ited instructor Patti Popovich 
each Thursday from 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m. in the dining hall to support 
older adults who want to discover 
purpose and fulfillment in this 
transitional phase of life.

T’ai Chi Chih is not a martial art, 
but rather a tool for self-healing. 
Softness, flow and effortlessness 
are the guiding principles in this 
practice.

All classes will be free for older 
adults (age 60 and better) and will 
last approximately one hour in the 
dining hall.

No special clothing or equip-
ment is required. 

For more information, call (970) 
264-2167.

Share lunch Monday 
through Friday

Join us at the Silver Fox’s Den, 
aka the Community Cafe, in person 
for daily hot/cold meals Mondays 
through Thursdays at the Commu-
nity Center between 11 a.m. and 1 
p.m. It is open to all. Pickup is avail-
able all week, including Fridays. 

Our dining hall is open to all 
ages and welcomes you all with 
kindness and warmth. We provide 
hot/cold meals for anyone in the 
community interested in a nutri-
tious and delicious meal. For those 
60 or older we request a suggested 
donation of $10, but no one will 
be turned away. There is a $10.50 
charge for guests under the age 
of 60. 

Meals include a main course, 
side dish, fruit/dessert, garden 
salad plus beverage. Some popu-
lar menu items include Frito chili 
pie, pork tenderloin with harvest 
chutney, Singaporean pork ribs, 
vegetarian lasagna, Hawaiian 
shrimp with coconut rice and al-
ways a beautiful green salad. Many 
of our items are locally sourced and 
organic. 

Our chef works with a team of 
local food professionals to hand-
prepare your meal for dine-in ser-
vice in our cozy dining room (with 
an amazing view of the San Juans) 
or for takeout (via our convenient 
drive-through). Our menu changes 
daily. 

To reserve your meal for the day, 
please make your reservation via 
text or phone call to (970) 264-2167 
by 9 a.m. weekdays. 

Community Cafe menu
Thursday, Feb. 8 — Cod Ve-

racruz, brown rice with quinoa, 
roasted cauliflower, garden salad, 
fruit, lemon bar and milk.

Friday, Feb. 9 — Philly chees-
esteak sandwich on hoagie roll 

with peppers, onions and provo-
lone; garden salad; fruit; chocolate 
brownie; and milk.

Monday, Feb. 12 — Hawaiian 
pork and pineapple, coconut rice, 
zucchini saute, garden salad, fruit, 
hazelnut torte and milk.

Tuesday, Feb. 13 — Three sis-
ters chili, quinoa rice, jalapeno 
cornbread, garden salad, fruit, 
blueberry shortcake and milk.

Wednesday, Feb. 14 — Greek 
chicken pita with red onion, to-
mato and cucumber, tzatziki sauce, 
spanakopitas, garden salad, straw-
berry cupcake and milk.

Thursday, Feb. 15 — Salisbury 
steak with mushroom sauce, roast-
ed potato medley, garden salad, 
fruit, carrot cake and milk.

Friday, Feb. 16 — Baja fish tacos 
with cabbage and Baja sauce, corn 
tortillas, refried beans, garden 
salad, fruit, flan and milk.

Text reservations
Don’t forget that we offer a 

convenient texting service for you 
to communicate with us. Text us 
at (970) 264-2167. When texting, 
please include your name, phone 
number and the days you want a 
meal. If you are canceling a reser-
vation, please include your name, 
phone number and the days you 
want to cancel. 

Texting services are available for 
dine-in meal reservations, Grab-
n-Go meals and Meals on Wheels 
recipients.

Medicare call by  
appointment

For anyone who needs help 
enrolling and navigating Medicare 
plans, the San Juan Basin Area 
Agency on Aging helps with parts 
A, B and D. They can also help you 
with fraud concerns and trouble-
shooting any billing issues you 
may be having. By appointment 
only. Please call the Medicare line 
at (970) 264-0501, ext 2.

Mindful drawing
Mindful drawing is an easy-

to-learn, relaxing and fun way 
to create beautiful images by 
drawing structured patterns. Join 
our friendly instructor, Roberta 
Strickland. 

Classes are every Wednesday at 
1:15 p.m. in the Senior Center. This 
activity is open to all ages. Help us 
create an intergenerational com-
munity. For those under 18 and/or 
with disabilities, you are welcome 
to join us, but we kindly ask you to 
please bring an adult chaperone 
with you.

Supporting ASI
Please support our ongoing 

operations and programming that 
provide critical services to some of 
the most vulnerable in Archuleta 
County. 

You may mail your donation to 
P.O. Box 3444, Pagosa Springs, CO 
81147 or please visit our website, 

http://www.psseniors.org/ (dona-
tion button). Donation checks can 
be written to: Archuleta Seniors Inc. 
We are located at 451 Hot Springs 
Blvd. For more information about 
Archuleta Seniors Inc., please visit 
http://www.psseniors.org/.

Senior
n continued from previous page
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Think Hair
Think Elizabeth

970-903-5152

50% OFF 
SALE 

Pre-Retirement 
Inventory Reduction

Framed Art
Unframed Art
Photo Frames

Accessories
Jewelry

Ready-made Frames

ART & FRAMING CENTER 
next to City Market

Mon-Fri 10-4, Sat 10-2

References and 
Reviews online 
at Rover.com

Loving Dog Care 
by Leslie N.
Find me on Rover.com 
using zip code 81147
D Boarding  D Day care
D Drop ins D House sittingI’m Angus, a 4 year old Goliath of a guy, part 

Lab & part Catahoula and 105 lbs of love and 
romp. If you’ve got a big yard and time for 
me we should meet up. No kitties or small 
animals, for me, please, but I do love to play 
with other dogs. I love people and children and 
I never meet a stranger.   
Call the Shelter (970)731-4771 to apply.

I’m Pluto, a 5-month-old little guy who 
would love to join your family. Maybe 
you’d like to take one of my brothers, 
too, so I’d have a play mate! Come and 
meet us all and have the pick of the 
litter!   
If you’re interested, please come visit me at 
the Humane Society or call (970)731-4771.

Women farmers quantitatively linked to better community well-being

Arts
Line

Extension 
Viewpoints

By Robin Young
PREVIEW Columnist

Penn State and University of 
Wisconsin-Madison researchers 
found that counties with more 
women farmers also have longer 
life expectancies and lower poverty 
rates.

Having more women in agri-
culture is associated with greater 
community well-being, accord-
ing to researchers at Penn State 
and the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. 

Their work is the first to quan-
titatively assess this link, and their 
findings suggest that women farm-
ers approach their operations in 
ways that positively impact their 
communities.

The study in Applied Economics 
Perspectives and Policy revealed 
that U.S. counties with a higher 
share of farms owned or operated 
by women have higher rates of 
nonfarm entrepreneurship, longer 
life expectancies and lower poverty 
rates.

“We know from previous quali-
tative research that women farm-
ers tend to enter into farming for 
different reasons than men and 
often make decisions with the 
greater good in mind,” said Clau-
dia Schmidt, assistant professor 
of marketing and local/regional 
food systems at Penn State and the 
study’s lead author. “For example, 
they strive to meet a social need in 
their community, or they prioritize 
environmental stewardship over 
profits. Our study is the first to use 

quantitative research methods to 
explore whether this concept of 
‘civic agriculture’ actually trans-
lates to improved community well-
being in places with higher shares 
of women farmers.”

Using U.S. county-level data 
from the most recent U.S. Census 
and the Census of Agriculture, the 
researchers conducted a series of 
analyses to model the independent 
effect of women farmers on three 
local economic variables: the pov-
erty rate, average life expectancy 
and the rate of new business for-
mation. 

The researchers chose these 
measures to approximate a com-
munity’s quality of life. For exam-
ple, the rate of new business forma-
tion relates to the entrepreneurial 
energy in a community, which 
is a good indicator of economic 
health, said co-author Steve Deller, 
Vilas Distinguished Achievement 
Professor and community devel-
opment Extension specialist at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
who constructed the statistical 
models.

“Communities with more peo-
ple starting businesses tend to 
be more dynamic and resilient 
to shocks, thus enhancing com-

munity well-being,” Deller said. 
“Similarly, a county with less pov-
erty, and where people tend to have 
longer lifespans, is likely to be a 
better place to live than a county 
with higher poverty rates and 
shorter lifespans.”

They also controlled for the 
possibility that their findings could 
be attributed to other community 
factors, such as the racial composi-
tion, the number of single-parent 
households and the number of 
college graduates.

The researchers found that the 
positive association with women 
farmers spilled over into neighbor-
ing counties, meaning that more 
women farmers in one county 
was associated with greater com-
munity well-being in neighboring 
counties, too.

“The fact that these spillovers 
exist suggests having a critical 
mass of female farmers within a 
larger region, and not just within 
a county, has an even greater im-
pact on regional well-being,” said 
co-author Stephan Goetz, profes-
sor of agricultural economics and 
regional economics at Penn State 
and director of the Northeast 
Regional Center for Rural Devel-
opment.

Although the findings do not 
establish causality, they warrant 
a closer look by policy makers 
concerned with rural poverty and 
well-being, according to Goetz.

“Anything that can help reduce 
rural poverty is worth looking at 
more closely,” Goetz said. “Even 
though women farmers tend to 

be less profit-driven and operate 
smaller farms than their male 
counterparts, our findings suggest 
that having more of them is good 
for a community.”

The number of farms oper-
ated by women has increased 
over the past 20 years, according 
to Schmidt. 

“Along with more women par-
ticipating in agriculture than we’ve 
seen historically, we’re also begin-
ning to see more research inves-
tigating their role and impact in 
the United States,” Schmidt said, 
noting that the trend is timely, 
especially given that the most re-
cent Nobel Prize in economics was 
awarded for research on the previ-
ously unrecognized positive role of 
women in the general economy. 
“I’m hoping our study will encour-
age more research in this area, 
because there are so many more 
questions to explore and perspec-
tives to draw from — such as those 
from women of color or farmers 
who identify as a gender other than 
male or female. We need to under-
stand these dynamics to develop 
sound rural policy strategies and 
to support greater participation in 
agriculture.”

The above article was released by 
Penn State University.

T h e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Agriculture(USDA), National In-
stitute of Food and Agriculture, 
the USDA NIFA and Multistate/
Regional Research and Extension 
Appropriations, and the U.S. De-
partment of Commerce supported 
this research in part.

Save the dates
• Feb. 20, 22: Livestock and For-

age Growers Updates. 
Feb. 20: Weather updates, mar-

ket updates and irrigation strate-
gies.

Feb. 22: Biosecurity, current 
diseases and outbreak issues, 
emergency preparedness, and 
influences on meat quality. 

Go to https://abm.extension.
colostate.edu/lfg-update/ for more 
information.

• Save the dates for Tuesday 
evenings in April at 5:30 p.m. 

Do you own property in Ar-
chuleta County? Would you like to 
know more about your land and its 
resources? 

The CSU Extension office and 
the San Juan Conservation District 
are hosting an in-depth landowner 
series on stewardship practices on 
your land.

Registration is coming soon. 

CPR and first aid classes
CPR and first aid certification 

classes are offered every other 
month by the CSU Extension office, 
generally on the second Monday 
and Wednesday of each month 
from 6 to 10 p.m. The cost for the 
classes is $80 for combined CPR/
first aid and $55 for CPR, first aid or 
recertification. Call the Extension 
office at (970) 264-5931 to register.

Check out the online option 
on our website, https://archuleta.
extension.colostate.edu/.
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Think Hair
Think Elizabeth

970-903-5152

50% OFF 
SALE 

Pre-Retirement 
Inventory Reduction

Framed Art
Unframed Art
Photo Frames

Accessories
Jewelry

Ready-made Frames

ART & FRAMING CENTER 
next to City Market
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Loving Dog Care 
by Leslie N.
Find me on Rover.com 
using zip code 81147
D Boarding  D Day care
D Drop ins D House sittingI’m Angus, a 4 year old Goliath of a guy, part 

Lab & part Catahoula and 105 lbs of love and 
romp. If you’ve got a big yard and time for 
me we should meet up. No kitties or small 
animals, for me, please, but I do love to play 
with other dogs. I love people and children and 
I never meet a stranger.   
Call the Shelter (970)731-4771 to apply.

I’m Pluto, a 5-month-old little guy who 
would love to join your family. Maybe 
you’d like to take one of my brothers, 
too, so I’d have a play mate! Come and 
meet us all and have the pick of the 
litter!   
If you’re interested, please come visit me at 
the Humane Society or call (970)731-4771.

BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED 2 bedroom plus 
loft 1.5 bath condo. A must see unit just a short 
walk to Hatcher Lake. 1 small dog allowed. 
Water, sewer trash and snow removal includ-
ed in rent. TP-13. $1800/month.

CUTTING EDGE HOME DESIGN/BUILD I 
specialize in creating the unique and impos-
sible with ingenuity and craftsmanship. 34 
years experience. Seeking challenge and in-
spiration. (303)995-8833, www.posirado.com.

PAGOSA CRAFT is looking a full time 
employee to join our craft fam! This position 
would be split between bud-tending and 
packaging in our concentrates lab. Must be 
21+, have a current MED badge and be willing 
to work two 10 hour shifts with the freedom 
to fill the remaining schedule on days of their 
choosing. Experience not required. We are 
happy to train the right individual! Please 
come in with a resume.  Interviews will be 
held this week.

PagosaSUN.com
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PERSONALS
FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP.  24-hour 
domestic violence and sexual assault helpline. 
(970) 264-9075.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BEFORE TAKING ANOTHER BITE of lead 
and cadmium (heavy metals) in chocolate 
(and cocoa), please research this, especially 
for children.

PAGOSA AA: M-W-F 5:30P.M.; Sunday 
10a.m, Tuesday and Thursday at noon, 
Saturday at 10a.m.. Zoom Sunday 10a.m., 
ID 858 319 763, password 754 234, 315 N. 
2nd St., County Road 200 (.2 miles off 160). 
Information, call Kathi (970)946-1482, or 
Central Office (888)333-9649.

THE PAGOSA SPRINGS AREA TOURISM 
BOARD has funds available for 2024 Events 
and Infrastructure projects. Please email Becky 
Engel at coordinator@visitpagosasprings.com 
for an application. Funds are limited. Deadline 
to apply for the first round of funding is 2/14/24.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alco-
holics Anonymous meets Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 5:30-6:30p.m. at the Restoration 
Fellowship Church, 264 Village Drive. Ques-
tions? Contact Richard at (970)903-1456 or 
Diamond at (970)264-1073. More resources at 
www.aa.org, www.aa-westerncolorado.com, 
(970)245-9649, or (888)333-9649 (24 hours).

SERVICES
BAZ THE HANDYMAN PAGOSA Springs is 
your one stop shop for wide range of home 
maintenance and repair solutions. Just call 
Baz (480)433-1776.

CALL BRYCE’S CONSTRUCTION for your 
next bathroom remodel, tile job, or handyman 
odd job. No job too big or small, no grout about 
it! (309)714-4004.

CLEANING WITH ATTENTION TO DETAILS. 
Residential and commercial. Please call Julie 
(970)946-8229.

CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS. Remod-
el, Repair, New. Home, business, space 
improvement, simple fix-it. Clean up, snow 
removal, interior, exterior, paint, water seal 
decks, insulated windows, kitchens, baths, tile 
flooring, roof repair. Professional, responsible, 
20 years in area, references. Happy to help. 
Any project small or large. (970)317-9280.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING. Reasonable 
prices. Linda Lerno, (970)731-5173.

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR HOUSE painting 
and staining. Kitchens, bathrooms, decks, 
granite countertops and more. Call Josh 
Soniat (970)903-5892.

HANDYMAN SERVICE. Snow removal, 
roof shoveling, ice dam removal. Noah’s Ark 
Enterprises. (970)901-5298.

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

JD's Cool 
Water Heating

Sales, Service & Repair
Boilers & 

Tank-less Water Heaters
27 years in Pagosa Springs • (970) 946-3989

Colorado License PC0001348, Insured

Exterior & Interior 
Painting
Exterior Staining
Drywall Texture
Drywall Repair
Roof Repairs
Fire Mitigation
Gutter Cleaning

STAINING &
PAINTING LLC

Patrick Dominic
970-946-9571 432-847-6451

TURN A JOB

TO DO INTO

A JOB WELL

DONE

Pagosa 

Construction Services

Call (970) 749-4252
Licensed & Insured  •  20+ Years Experience 

Remodels including Kitchen & Bath
Siding • Decking • Drywall • Painting

No Job Too Small

Snow 
Removal!

Excavation • Dirt Work  
Asphalt Driveways • Foundations • Ponds • Septic Systems

Skid Steer • Mini Excavator 
Seven-ton Dump Truck

Free Estimates

Call Josh at 970-903-5892 
Serving Pagosa Springs, Arboles & Chromo

Contracts, Leases, Wills & Trusts
Formation, Securities & Employment

FSBO, Landlord/Tenant & Property Management
MED, Hemp & FDA Compliance

Copyrights & Trademarks

Local Real Estate, Business 
& Estate Planning Attorney

To schedule your free 
consultation, email 

alex@buscherlaw.com
970-335-9098 

422 Pagosa Street, 
Suite 10

www.buscherlaw.com

We can facilitate all your maintenance or remodeling needs - Kitchen, bath, decks & plumbing
Project/renovation ManageMent  — Architecture, permitting, engineering & interior design 

High Meadows Properties, LLC
A Premier Property Management Company Since 2003

For a more complete list of services and testimonials, go to www.HighMeadowsProperties.com

Home Renovation 
Maintenance & Security Checks

Call today (970) 403-2263

Feel the warmthFeel the warmth

Custom installation & finish work 

Chase caps
Snow splitters

Pagosa Peak 
Custom Fireplaces
1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:
(970) 264-2006
www.pagosafireplaces.com

Wood & Gas 
Burning 

Fireplaces 
& Stoves

Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth 
Isokern • FMI
Enviro Pellet 

Stoves

WINTER SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH 

FREE!

970-731-0007
PagosaSpringsStorage.com

All sizes of storage units 
and container storage

available

New Construction
Remodeling • Houses
Garages • Barns • Decks
Licensed, insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

Call Rick 
(970) 946-1737

Call Dan • (970) 582-0006

FIRE & ICE

FIREWOOD
Snow Removal

Master Craftsman
Handyman Services
Remodeling Specialist
Kitchens • Baths
Decks • Basements
Interior Trim • Painting
Exterior Siding Installation
Concrete Work • and more
Large & Small Repair Work
Steve
(970) 946-3356

Blueprints
Have your plans drawn now.

Don’t wait! 
Be ready to start your house, 
barn, garage or deck on time.

Call Rick 
946-1737

Start @ $97
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THE PAGOSA SPRINGS AREA TOURISM 
BOARD has funds available for 2024 Events 
and Infrastructure projects. Please email Becky 
Engel at coordinator@visitpagosasprings.com 
for an application. Funds are limited. Deadline 
to apply for the first round of funding is 2/14/24.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alco-
holics Anonymous meets Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 5:30-6:30p.m. at the Restoration 
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el, Repair, New. Home, business, space 
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Home Renovation 
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KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing 
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don’t trap 
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident. 
Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable 
and reliable. (970)946-2061.

METAL ROOF REPAIR, TIGHTENING or 
replacing. Chimney cleaning, chimney repair. 
Replacement or new chimney installs. Call 
(970)731-4585 office, or (970)946-1275.

MINT ROOFING-ROOF SNOW REMOVAL & 
ICE DAM MITIGATION Contact Mint Roofing 
at (970)426-5255.

PAGOSA SPARKLES, LLC. Group of high 
standard cleaners, reliable, trustworthy and 
affordable. Window cleaning also available. 
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.

PREMIUM PEAK CLEANING. Local. Reli-
able. Detailed. Call (970)902-3145.

PROFESSIONAL SNOW REMOVAL. - Resi-
dential and Commercial. Fully insured. Shovel 
and salt upon request. Call now for quote. 
(970)946-4450.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE/ HOME CARE 
checks, providing snow removal, landscaping, 
handyman services. Call Eric (970)946-2061.

RESIDENTIAL SNOW REMOVAL. Drive-
ways, walkways, patios/porches, roof raking, 
berm removal. Call Clarks’ Custom Landscap-
ing (505)709-8579 or email clarkscustomland-
scape@gmail.com. Licensed and insured.

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25 
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden 
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual. 
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted with no fee. 
Closets and hallways always free.

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25 
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden 
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual. 
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted.

ROOF REPAIRS, LEAKS, RESCREWS, 
INSPECTIONS.  35+ years experience. Call 
Jeff at Blair Roofing. (970)903-6556.

ROOF RESCREWING, CHIMNEY CLEAN-
ING, roof repairs, dryer vent cleaning, valley 
repairs. Arlie’s Chimney Sweep. (970)731-
2543.

SENIOR COMPANION/CARE-ASSIST Ser-
vices in Pagosa Springs. Services include a 
wide range of tasks. Call for questions and 
pricing at (970)325-3585.

SKID STEER EXCAVATOR, DUMP trailer for 
hire. Driveways, foundations, gravel, septic 
systems, etc. Call Josh Soniat (970)903-5892.

TANKLESS/ON DEMAND WATER HEAT-
ERS. Largest inventory in the area, including 
replacement parts. Same day Installation 
and service in most cases. We are the only 
company that extends the parts & labor 
warranty from 1 year to 5 years. VAIL HOME 
SERVICES, (760)835-1041.

TREE REMOVAL. Licensed and insured up 
to $2 million. Free estimates. No obligations. 
Call OR text (970)903-8068.

WE HAUL. WE WILL haul off anything but 
your marijuana or your mother- in- law. No job 
too big or too small. We also move buildings. 
We don’t haul pigs. Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

WELDER- 20 YEARS PIPE and structural 
certified, guaranteed work, custom fabrication, 
handrails, gates, repairs, fully equipped mobile 
welding rig ready to bring the shop to you. Call 
Sean (970)946-0385.

HEALTH
HOT SPRINGS HEALERS. Sessions at 
hot springs! Also, cranial sacral, bodywork, 
massage. Serving Pagosa 27 years, Dr. Dean 
and Amanda, (970)844-0645, (970)903-5309.

HELP WANTED
ARCHULETA COUNTY HAS AN IMMEDIATE 
OPENING for a Deputy Treasurer Clerk.  
The Clerk receives all money coming into the 
county. Is custodian of the Treasurer Ledger 
reflecting all cash activity of the County. Man-
ages all aspects of the tax payment process, 
including billing, tax accounts receivable, and 
collection of delinquent taxes. Please apply 
online at www.archuletacounty.org or send 
resume to mbowman@archuletacounty.org.

ARCHULETA COUNTY HAS AN IMMEDIATE 
OPENING for a Mechanic II.  The Mechanic 
performs journey-level work in overhauling, 
repairing, turning and related tasks on pas-
senger vehicles, pick-up-trucks, emergency 
vehicles and heavy equipment and performs 
related duties as required. Please apply online 
at www.archuletacounty.org or send resume 
to mbowman@archuletacounty.org.

BANK OF COLORADO is seeking to hire a 
Teller/New Accounts. Performs regular teller 
duties, answering phones to assist customers 
with balances and transfers, and various ac-
count maintenance. Bank of Colorado offers 
PTO, health vision and dental insurance, and 
a 401K plan. Must be willing to work rotating 
Saturdays and have a flexible schedule to 
either open or close. To apply visit www.
bankofcolorado.com/careers.

CARPENTER NEEDED. Background with 
finish carpentry, light framing, drywall and 
painting, and other assorted duties. Please 
email your resume to frontdesk@pagosaland-
company.com. Phone (970)264-5000.

DENTAL ASSISTANT WANTED. We will train 
you. We work hard and make a great living 
serving our patients. We are blessed to have 
weekends and holidays off. Beautiful facility, 
modern equipment, excellent pay, Get the 
satisfaction of helping people! E-mail resume 
to PagosaSmiles@yahoo.com.

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 
(ESL) INSTRUCTOR. Part-time, Ruby Sisson 
Library. T/Th 4-7 p.m. Send letter of interest 
and resume to meg@pagosalibrary.org.

FIRESIDE CABINS are looking for Full-time 
or Part-time housekeeper. 3-5 days a week. 
Starting pay $18 an hour. Great work environ-
ment, will train. Days flexible - Hours vary from 
9a.m.-3p.m. but are flexible. English is not a 
requirement. (OFF ALL MAJOR HOLIDAYS)

Fireside Cabins está buscando ama de llaves 
a tiempo completo o parcial necesaria 5 días 
a la semana. Comenzando a pagar $18 por 
hora.  Gran ambiente de trabajo, entrenará. 
No hay lavandería, los horarios varían de 
9a.m. - 3p.m., pero son flexibles. El inglés 
no es un requisito. (FUERA DE TODOS LOS 
PRINCIPALES VACACIONES)
Fireside Cabins 1600 E Hwy 160 Pagosa 
Springs. (East side of Pagosa just past Hwy 
84 & 160 junction 1 mile from downtown 
Pagosa area) must be dependable. For 
more information call (970)264-9204 or email 
Johnjessharper@gmail.com. Come in to 
preview our facility.

NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a 
full-time cashier nights and weekends. Com-
petitive wages. Please apply in person at 30 
N. Pagosa Blvd.

OWNERS, THERE IS A LONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We 
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need 
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest 
commission and highest customer service. 
All you have to do is wait for your rent check 
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain 
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.

PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time 
cashier. Please come and apply in person at 
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.

GROWING SPACES is hiring an enthusiastic, 
motivated individual with a passion for organic 
gardening, healthy living and helping custom-
ers succeed in growing their dream gardens.  
We are looking for a PARTS AND MAIN-
TENANCE COORDINATOR who can help 
customers with parts and maintenance orders. 
The position requires the ability to identify 
and diagnose parts of a Growing Dome and 
replacements needed. This position will also 
create estimates, schedule, and coordinate 
maintenance jobs. Computer experience with 
CRM, Shopify and QuickBooks programs pre-
ferred.  Full-time position includes paid health 
benefits, 401(k) match and paid time off.  $20+ 
DOE.  EOE. Go to www.growingspaces.com/
employment to print an application, or send 
resume to employment@growingspaces.com.

HIRING AN EXPERIENCED CONSTRUC-
TION SUPERVISOR. Ideal candidates would 
be experienced in residential and commercial 
excavation- be comfortable reading plans and 
grade stakes. Top pay,  DOE. Call (970)946-
3966.

HYGIENIST WANTED. Come help us serve 
our patients! We are blessed to have family 
oriented hours with weekends and holidays 
off, great pay (Could you make $60/hr?), 401K 
& bonuses in a beautiful facility. Colorado den-
tal hygiene license required. E-mail resume 
to PagosaSmiles@yahoo.com or drop it off.

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Stone & Tile 
Works 

Over 25 years of expertise in 
stone and tile installation. 

Leaky shower? We can fix that too! 
Visit tilestoneworks.com 

or call 720-422-6652

PAGOSA SECURE 
STORAGE

80 Bastille Dr. • 970-731-8599
 Storage units & parking spots

Special rates available
pagosaspringsrealty.com 

REMODELING
NEW ADDITIONS

COMMERCIAL

CUSTOM
HOMES

Detail Oriented, Trustworthy & Reliable Cleaners
For All Your Housekeeping & Window Cleaning Needs

Find us on Google & Facebook

Text/call Kim  (970) 946-6446

The Water 
Runner
Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery

Cistern Deep Cleaning
(970) 731-5022

Chadd Carnley, owner

You call,
we haul!
Since 1999

RG BANK is looking for a 

DEPOSIT MANAGER 
for their 

Pagosa Springs Branch
 

RG BANK is growing and evolving to better meet the needs of 
our customers and the communities we serve.  This is a great 

opportunity for the right candidate to help build a new, dynamic 
position while joining a community bank that puts customers 

first and is proud to support the communities we serve. 
 

For the full description and an application, visit:  
https://rgbank.bank/careers/

Equal Housing Lender.  Member FDIC.

Terry’s ACE  
525 Navajo 

Trail Dr.

NOW HIRING CASHIERS
• FT year-round and FT seasonal, 

starting at $17 per hour DOE.
• Proficient computer skills a must.
• Benefits include discounts, paid time 

off, profit sharing and more! 
• Weekends and holidays required.

• We are looking for reliable, motivated 
additions to our team to work in our 
fast-paced environment! 

• Apply in person. 
• Applications available on   

www.terrysace.com
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INTEGRATED WALLWORKS IS SEEKING 
HELP for local projects. We are hiring Plas-
terers, Lathers, Laborers, & Masons. Would 
consider applicants with light carpentry 
experience as well. Excellent Pay based 
on experience. Please send applications to 
integratedwallworksjobs@gmail.com.

HOUSEKEEPING. Full-time position. MUST 
be able to work Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays along with holiday shifts. We are 
looking to add one more team member to 
our current housekeeping staff. If you have 
a friendly attitude, an eye for detail, and a 
strong work ethic, we’d love to hear from 
you! Healing Waters Resort & Spa, 140 Hot 
Springs Blvd. Email: sales@pshotsprings.
com, Attention Housekeeping, or stop by to 
fill out an application. Puesto de limpieza a 
tiempo completo. Debe poder trabajar los 
Viernes, Sábados, y Domingos. Junto con los 
turnos de vacaciones. Estamos buscando un 
miembre  mas del equipo a nuestro personal 
de limpieza actual. Si tienes una actitud am-
igable, un ojo para los detalles y una fuerte 
ética de trabajo. Nos encantaría saber de ti el 
en Healing Waters Resort and Spa, 140 Hot 
Springs Blvd, Email: sales@pshotsprings.
com. Atención al Servicio De Limpieza. O 
pásate por aquí para rellenar una aplicación.

MOUNTAIN SPIRITS IS SEEKING custom-
er service associates. Must be available 
nights and weekends. We offer $16 p/h to 
start, accrued vacation/personal time, per-
formance-based bonuses twice a year, and 
employee discounts. Please apply in person.

PAGOSA SPRINGS AREA ASSOCIATION 
OF REALTORS to hire an Association Execu-
tive.  Qualifications: self-starter, management 
skills, detail- oriented, organized, written and 
verbal professional communication skills, 
comfortable with public speaking, tech and 
social media savvy, confident creating and 
executing goals, a drive to learn and grow, 
enjoys travel, community minded. Starts at 
$52,000 per year with merit- based bonuses 
after six months, excellent vacation time, and 
extensive travel and training benefits. For a 
full job description please send resume with 
“PSAAR AE Resume” in the Subject line of 
email to: blue@janncpitcher.com.

PAGOSA THERAPEUTICS AND THE 
GREEN HOUSE are looking for friendly and 
enthusiastic people who are eager to share 
their knowledge and help customers navigate 
the wide world of cannabis. Must be 21 years 
of age. A Marijuana Enforcement Division 
badge is required to start work. Come join 
a growing company with opportunities for 
advancement and involvement in outreach 
events. Please email your resume to employ-
ment@jandjinc.net.

PHYSICAL THERAPY TECH. Rocky Moun-
tain Physical Therapy has an opening for a full 
time Physical Therapy Tech. We are looking 
for a dependable, energetic multitasker who 
will enjoy helping people recover from sur-
geries, injuries, accidents and other health 
issues to join our team. No prior experience 
necessary.  We offer competitive pay, $16-18 
per hour, and benefits including paid holidays, 
paid sick leave, 401k plan, and a profit sharing 
program. Please submit resume to RMPT, 35 
Mary Fisher Circle or email to rockymoun-
tainpt@yahoo.com

PONDEROSA LUMBER IS SEEKING a 
person for a yard associate/ driver position. 
Lumber experience and/or CDL license is a 
plus, but not necessary. Duties may include 
delivering loads to job sites, as well as helping 
customers in the yard, loading/ unloading 
trucks and providing inventory support. We 
offer competitive wages based on experience 
and a benefit package that includes Holiday 
Pay, Paid Time Off, 401(k) and Medical/
Dental insurance for full-time employees. 
Please apply in person at 2435 Eagle Drive 
in Pagosa Springs.

ROOF LABORER NEEDED with some con-
struction experience. Will train. $20-$25/ hour 
to start. (970)749-0830.

SUBWAY IS HIRING. Enjoy working in a 
fun environment with a great team? Earn a 
strong hourly wage with tips while serving our 
wonderful community.  Apply online at subway.
com, or in person.

THE TOWN OF PAGOSA SPRINGS is seek-
ing to hire a dynamic professional Planning 
Manager in our Community Development 
department. This position requires an expe-
rienced planner who can focus on multiple 
priorities - the work week is never dull! Our 
public engagement link for proposed and 
current projects: https://mypagosa.org/. This 
position performs a variety of managerial, 
professional, and technical duties as need-
ed to plan, organize, direct, and coordinate 
the daily operation of the planning division.  
Oversees the development and implementa-
tion of comprehensive current and long-range 
master planning. Oversees the enforcement of 
town regulations and codes. This is a full-time 
position with benefits. For more information 
on the position and to apply, go to the Town’s 
website at www.pagosasprings.co.gov and 
select Employment.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
MULTI USE 6,800 SQUARE BUILDING with 
business in prime location with high produc-
ing business .60 acre. lot $2,350,000. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.

PRIME LOCATION NEAR NAVAJO State 
Park. Gas station, liquor store, convenience 
store, restaurant, motel, post office. $1.7 
million. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta 
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

FOR SALE
AMAZING CABINETRY/ DOORS Custom 
design, highest quality, unlimited options. 
FREE consultation. (303)995-8833, www.
posirado.com.

ASPEN HOUSE TRUFFLE COMPANY Give 
the gift of truffles this year to your loved ones. 
Cookies and Cream, PeanutButter, Coconut, 
Lemon, Red Velvet, or Mint. Boxed in different 
sizes from $5- $15. Order (970)946-7545 or 
stop in PS FROYO on Lewis St. or stop by The 
Studios at 550 Hot Springs Blvd. Saturday, 
Feb. 10 from 10-2.

DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $240 a cord. 
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfield. 
Gabe (970)403-2784.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine and aspen. Cut 
about 16” long, split. Delivered by longbed 
truckload (about 1 cord). Call (970)946-4450.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Split and delivered, 
two cords, $400. (970)317-4933.

LIVE EDGE SLABS/ COUNTERTOPS Pond 
Pine 2.5” thick, 20”-26” w. 15’ long. DRY! Will 
fabricate or custom cut to specs: up to 40” 
wide. (303)995-8833 www.posirado.com.

NEED FIREWOOD?! Pine/Aspen mix $300 
a cord. Contact FIRE&ICE at (970)582-0006.

NEW 20’ CONTAINERS FOR SALE or rent. 
We deliver to homes or businesses. Pagosa 
Springs Storage (970)731-0007.

OUTDOOR VEHICLE STORAGE SPACES 
available. 16’, 20’, 25’, plus indoor 12’x20’. 
Winter specials starting at $60. Pagosa 
Springs Storage. Gated with security cameras. 
(970)749-1500.

PONDEROSA PINE FIREWOOD. Nice and 
dry, has been tarped all winter. $250 per cord. 
(970)317-3120.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for 
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded, 
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan 
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

SNOW BLOWER Yard Machine 2 Stage 
Residential 24” Snow blower, Tecumseh 8HP 
Engine, 6 speeds forward, 2 speeds reverse. 
Manual pull-start only, recently professionally 
tuned-up.  Located in PS - Cash only $175. 
(505)681-0431.

GARAGE SALES
BE SURE TO CHECK for more yard sales in 
the Too Late To Classify section.

PETS
ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop 
by or call (970)731-4771. You’ll be amazed 
at what we have to offer. www.humaneso-
ciety.biz.

AKC ROTTWEILER PUPPIES ready for their 
forever homes. One set of shots, puppy well 
check and micro-chipped, five female, one 
male. $1,500. Please call for more information, 
serious inquiries only. (970)507-1154.

DOGGY DAY CARE 81147.COM. Open 365 
days of the year! Full day and half day doggy 
day care and overnight boarding. Convenient-
ly located just 1 mile from downtown Pagosa. 
Call (970)264-9111.

FOR POOCH SAKES GROOMING. Appoint-
ments available with Kelly (303)819-2015. Mo-
bile appointments with Barb (970)903-1290.

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES. Ready to 
go. 1 male. 1 female. $600. Monte Vista. Call 
(719)992-1014.

LOVING DOG CARE BY LESLIE N.. Find me 
on Rover.com using zip code 81147. Boarding, 
day care, drop ins, house sitting. References 
and reviews online at Rover.com.

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4 
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango. 
(970)385-7940.

VEHICLE FOR SALE. 1969 classic F250 
Custom Camper Special with custom engine 
rebuild. 58k original miles for $8900 OBO. Call 
for details. (310)245-0555.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
4 OFFICE SPACES. Freshly remodeled, 
$400-$525. Well suited for spa services, 
140-270 sq. ft. Beautiful spacious restrooms. 
(970)946-3232.

LARGE OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT Ground 
floor, store front office available. Lots of nat-
ural light. Open floor plan with two enclosed 
offices. Call us today at (970)731-4344 to 
schedule a tour! www.sunethaproperties.
com. Offering 1 month free rent on a 12 month 
lease. 1155 sq. ft. Office #2. Monthly Rent 
$1500, CAM Charges $527.84 monthly, Gas 
$43.89 Monthly. Total Monthly Rent $2071.73.

MULTI-USE SPACE. 14 feet x 15 feet, in a 
well established area with sufficient parking. 
Please text (970)946-5593.

OFFICE SPACE. 170 SF Downtown Met-
ropolitan Hotel. $270 per month. Utilities 
included. Broadband available. Call Jacque 
(970)946-7636.

OFFICE SPACE. 260 SF Downtown Metropol-
itan Hotel. Available Feb 1. $460 per month. 
Utilities included. Broadband available. Call 
Jacque (970)946-7636.

OFFICE UNIT FOR RENT. 262 Pagosa St. 
#101 in the Town Terrace Building. Main street 
location. 767 sq. ft. Bathroom and kitchenette 
included. $850, all utilities included. Call 
(970)946-9780.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering 
“Aspen Plaza ProSuites” These are Profes-
sional Office Suites available for Long Term 
or Short Term rental from 100 SF to 205 SF, 
priced from $264-$669/ month. We also offer 
Hourly, Daily, or other Membership options for 
even more flexibility. Also, Large Conference/ 
Event Room Available. Call (970)889-2022 for 
more information.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering 
Lewis St. Office Suites available from 238 
SF to 755 SF, and priced from $400 - $700/
mo. Excellent for a studio or professional 
office space. Call (970)889-2022 for more 
information.

SECOND FLOOR OFFICE SPACE 2nd floor 
office, #6B, 184 sq. ft. Utilities not included. 
Rent $395, Security Deposit, $395. Call us 
at (970)731-4344 to schedule a tour! www.
sunethaproperties.com.

WINDOW FRONT OFFICE SPACE Ground 
floor, window front office #6A. 264 sq. ft. Utili-
ties not included. Rent $450, Security Deposit 
$450. Call us at (970)731-4344 to schedule a 
tour! www.sunethaproperties.com.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED FOR SALE CARS FOR SALE

WANTED
Drivers &

Office Help
Salary based on experience.
Bi monthly and Quarterly bonuses. 
Paid time off/401k match.
Plus tips. 
Please apply within. 

WJP/PRO
3505 W. Hwy. 160 
in the lobby of the Pagosa Lodge

CONTRACTOR SALES
Ponderosa Lumber is seeking 
a customer service oriented 
individual to assist contractors 
with purchasing building 
materials. Knowledge of 
building materials is necessary. 
Responsibilities include:

• Providing excellent customer 
service

• Completing required paperwork
• Providing product information
• Data Entry

Please apply in person at 

Ponderosa Lumber
2435 Eagle Drive or call (970) 731-4111

Email us at  
classads@pagosasun.com  
to submit your classified.  

PagosaSUN.com
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3 BEDROOM, 2.25 BATH, 2-car garage, 
3,348 sq. ft. beautiful home on remote 35 
acres. $4,500/ month. TP-2 Team Pagosa 
(970)731-8599, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

AMAZING FURNISHED 3 BEDROOM, 2 
bath home that sits on 35 private acres in 
the Chimney Rock area.This is a must see 
property. $2350 per month with some utilities 
included. TP-8. Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599, 
pagosaspringsrealty.com.

BEAUTIFUL 4 BEDROOM, 3.5 BATH 2 car 
garage on 3 lovely and private acres. This is 
a must see property. Available now. $3,900/
month. TP-3 Call Team Pagosa (970)731-
8599, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED 2 bedroom 1.5 
bath w/loft condo at Hatcher Village Condos. 
Available now. $1800/month. TP-10 Call Team 
Pagosa (970)731-8599 for more information. 
teampagosa.com.

FURNISHED 3 BEDROOM 2 bath condo 
across from Lake Pagosa. Pet allowed. 
Available around January 1, 2024. $2095 per 
month. TP-6. Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599, 
pagosaspringsrealty.com.

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call 
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, 46 Eaton Drive, 
Suite #1, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

NEWLY RENOVATED APARTMENT. Avail-
able downtown Pagosa. No Pets. No Smok-
ing. $1300 month. Call (720)470-2653.

OVER THE GARAGE APARTMENT. Fur-
nished. 1 bedroom. Living, Dining and Kitchen. 
Bonus room. Large deck overlooks mountains, 
sunsets and lakes. Furnished outside deck. 
Includes WIFI, electric, gas, water, sewer, 
trash pickup, cable TV, washer and dryer. 
Walk to City Market and bus. No pets. No 
smoking. Annual lease. Last month rent plus 
$500 deposit. $1500 month. (970)398-0023.

SADDLE MOUNTAIN TOWNHOMES. 3 
bedroom, 2-1/2 baths. Open floor plan with 
gas fireplace, oversize 2-car garage. Close 
to the bike path, uptown City Market and rec 
center. $2,550/month includes: water/sewer, 
lawn maintenance, snow removal. Call/text 
(512)626-8499.

SUPER NICE UNFURNISHED 3 bedroom 2 
bath. 2 car oversized garage townhome. All 
appliances including a gas fireplace. Great 
views. Water, sewer, trash and snow removal 
included in rent. TP-11. $2500/month. No pets. 
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599 or teampagosa.
com.

UNFURNISHED 3 BED 2 BATH HOUSE 
with 2 car garage. Quiet neighborhood in 
uptown Pagosa. $2000 per month. Call 
(512)585-3316.

UNIQUE REMODELED STUDIO UNITS. 
All utilities included plus Starlink internet. 
Pets considered with approval, pet deposit 
and monthly pet rent. Call Team Pagosa 
(970)731-8599 for availability and sizes or visit 
teampagosa.com. TP-12. $995-1495/month.

VACATION RENTALS
OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND 
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission 
and highest customer service. All you have to 
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We 
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals 
(970)507-1192.

COMMERCIAL
10 BEAUTIFUL COMMERCIAL ACRES. 
50x167 metal building with concrete floor, 3 
phase electric, well and more. $650,000. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties LLC a 
call (970)903-2817.

MULTI USE 6,800 SQUARE FOOT building in 
prime location on .60 of an acre. $1,375,000. 
Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties 
LLC a call (970)903-2817.

OWN YOUR OWN BAR AND GRILL by 
Navajo Lake. The Lone Wolf bar and Grill, 
$450,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta 
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

HOMES FOR SALE

Serving Sellers & Buyers
970-946-6856

christie@jimsmithrealty.com

Christie 
Calderwood
SRS,ABR,ePRO

Call Marcie Lewis 
(970) 759-8672

Whether
Buying or Selling

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

MarcieLewis.com
3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, 1 ACRE with great 
cell service, country views and 10 minutes 
from town. $235,000. Give Deb Archuleta 
at Archuleta Properties LLC a call (970)903-
2817.

64 ACRES, 3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOME, 
3 garages and shed, 46 shares of irrigation 
water, 3-3 phase electric outlets and beautiful 
views, too many extras to name them all. 
$995,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta 
Properties a call (970)903-2817

NEWLY REMODELED, BEAUTIFUL LODGE 
HOME, hobby farm on the Stollsteimer Creek. 
Three bedrooms, two bath. Detached two car 
garage carport, fenced in yard small barn, mo-
tivated Seller!! $675,000. Give Deb Archuleta 
at Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

LAND/ BUILDING SITES
1.19 ACRES WITH VIEWS OF NAVAJO 
LAKE. All utilities near. $99,000. Give Deb 
Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.

1.2 ACRES CLOSE to Navajo Lake. Utilities 
available. $75,000. Give Deb Archuleta at 
Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

1.2 ACRES, MOUNTAIN VIEWS, electricity 
near, No HOA, close to town. $35,000. Give 
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call 
(970)903-2817.

1.48 ACRE COMMERCIAL LAND. Highway 
frontage. $99,000. Give Deb Archuleta at 
Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

35.81 ACRES WITH AWESOME VIEWS of 
Banded Peaks at the end of cul-de-sac with 
national forest access. Also comes with a 
full set of house plans. $300,000. Give Deb 
Archuleta at Archuleta Properties LLC a call 
(970)903-2817.

5 BEAUTIFUL ACRES. Centrally located, all 
utilities near. $250,000. Give Deb Archuleta 
at Archuleta Properties LLC a call (970)903-
2817.

DOWNTOWN, FLAT, BUILDABLE .52 acre 
lot, views, close to river, all utilities available. 
$500,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta 
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique 
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres 
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588 
blancoretreat@gmail.com.

NO-WATER-NO-PAY WELL LOCATIONS, of-
fered by Joel Hellwege - The Connector, LLC, 
CO Lic. Driller 1333. TheHoleyConnector.com

ONE ACRE LOT, all ready for your new home 
with newly installed all utilities, four bedroom 
permitted septic system, power and insulated 
pump house. $165,000. Give Deb Archuleta 
at Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE

HOMES FOR RENT HOMES FOR RENT COMMERCIAL HOMES FOR SALE LAND/ BUILDING SITES

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Email us at  

classads@pagosasun.com  

to submit your classified.  

PagosaSUN.com



Soon
Opening

Secure your spot by
pre-registering now

We offer
both:

Residential Service

Commercial Service

Contact Us
 (970) 264-1301

INTERMOUNTAINPROPANE.COM

Inter-Mountain Propane is locally owned and operated


