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Map courtesy U.S. Forest Service
The San Juan National Forest’s Pagosa Ranger District is planning to conduct prescribed burns in 
the Turkey Springs area starting in April. Burning operations may take place over multiple days when 
weather and fuel conditions are favorable for meeting objectives described in the prescribed fire plan.

Prescribed burns planned for Turkey Springs area
By Kristen Allen
San Juan National Forest

The San Juan National Forest’s 
Pagosa Ranger District is planning 
to conduct prescribed burns start-
ing in April. Burning operations may 
take place over multiple days when 
weather and fuel conditions are 
favorable for meeting objectives de-
scribed in the prescribed fire plan.

Burning operations will utilize 
both hand and aerial ignitions, 
and will be conducted by Forest 
Service personnel and cooperating 
agencies. 

The burn will take place in the 
Turkey Springs area 8 miles north-

west of Pagosa Springs and is com-
posed of several burn units totaling 
approximately 2,100 acres in size. 
Some trails will be temporarily 
closed during burn operations.

The forests in Southwest Colo-
rado are part of a fire-adapted 
ecosystem which has historically 
experienced frequent, low-intensity 
fires on a large scale. Prescribed fire 
replicates that fire regime under 
controlled conditions. 

These burn units are part of the 
larger Brockover-Devil Creek Pre-
scribed Fire project designed to 
reduce hazardous ground fuels and 
long-term risk of catastrophic wild-
fire, as well as restoring ponderosa 

pine ecosystems and improving 
wildlife habitat.

Smoke from wildfires and pre-
scribed fires may affect your health. 
More information on smoke is 
available at https://cdphe.colo-
rado.gov/wood-smoke-and-your-
health.

Maps of the prescribed burn 
units and additional information 
can be found on Inciweb. For more 
information, please contact Fred 
Ellis, assistant fire management of-
ficer (fuels), Pagosa Ranger District, 
at fred.ellis@usda.gov.

For information on the San Juan 
National Forest, call (970) 247-4874 
or visit the forest website.

Landfill study indicates 
extended lifespan
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

According to a Feb. 26 memoran-
dum by county engineering firm Short 
Elliott Hendrickson (SEH), the lifespan 
of the county landfill may extend to 
2061, significantly longer than previ-
ously predicted.

The memorandum concerns an 
airspace survey of the landfill con-
ducted by SEH on Nov. 27, 2023, and 
compares the survey results to a previ-
ous survey performed on Oct. 12, 2022.

“The objective of the airspace sur-
vey is to monitor airspace utilization, 
evaluate waste compaction/density 
using available tonnage data, and pro-
jecting remaining site life for future 
solid waste planning,” the memoran-
dum states.

The study indicates that 26,370 
cubic yards (CY) of airspace at the 
landfill were consumed between the 
two surveys, at a rate of about 1,925 CY 
per month or 23,098 CY per year.

It notes that this is a reduction in the 
rate of airspace consumption com-
pared to a previous analysis in 2020, 
which estimated an airspace consump-
tion rate of 3,174 CY per month or 
38,039 CY per year.

The study indicates that, comparing 
the survey to the remaining con-
structed airspace, the landfill is 69,205 
CY over the remaining constructed 
airspace available, although the report 
later adds that the volume calculations 
could be inaccurately high due to 
incorporating soil stockpiles, interme-
diate cover and other stored materials 
that could potentially be excluded.

It states that, comparing the No-
vember 2023 survey to the total ulti-
mate airspace surface in the landfill, 
including the unconstructed cell 4B, 

the remaining airspace in the landfill is 
868,289 CY and the landfill is 44 percent 
full by volume.

The study then discusses waste 
compaction at the landfill, stating that, 
based on tonnage data provided by the 
county, the approximate waste density 
between February and November 2023 
was 1,337 lbs/CY, which it notes is be-
low the 1,500 lbs/CY industry standard 
for municipal solid waste landfills.

However, it also comments that 
liner repair efforts on landfill cell 4A 
occurring during this period could 
have negatively impacted compaction 
rates due to the need to relocate waste.

The study also highlights that the 
county acquired a new compactor for 
the landfill in April 2023.

It then indicates, based on current 
waste filling and compaction rates, 
that the landfill will reach capacity in 
June of 2061, although it adds that this 
projected capacity could change as 
filling and compaction rates fluctuate.

The study adds that an average of 
the current airspace consumption rates 
and the consumption rates for the pre-
vious year would project the landfill’s 
lifespan to 2052.

It concludes by noting that a longer-
term historical average of airspace 
consumption does not exist due to a 
landfill airspace analysis only being 
conducted once prior to the current 
study.

County Manager Derek Woodman 
commented in an interview that he was 
surprised and pleased by the conclu-
sions of the study, which he highlighted 
contrast with the five- to 10-year life ex-
pectancy that was previously assumed 
for the current landfill.

He stated that the county’s im-
proved approach to providing daily 

Photo courtesy Archuleta County
Representatives of Archuleta County break ground for the county’s new transit facility at Harman 
Park alongside architectural and construction personnel. For more on the center, see the related 
article on page A6.

Downtown U.S. 160 
reconstruction delayed

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

Archuleta County accounts pay-
able registries from March 2024 and 
December 2023 reveal that Weber 
Sand and Gravel sold the county a 
total of $4,650.50 in shot rock and 
road gravel, a potential violation of the 
Webers’ lease on Running Iron Ranch.

The December accounts payable 
indicate the county purchased 

BoCC declares 
Archuleta 
County not 
a sanctuary 
county
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

Following extensive debates at sev-
eral recent meetings, the Archuleta 
County Board of County Commis-
sioners (BoCC) approved a resolution 
designating Archuleta County as a 
“non-sanctuary county” at its April 16 
meeting.

The concept of passing a resolution 
stating that Archuleta County is not a 
sanctuary county for the purposes of 
sheltering and providing services for 
undocumented immigrants began 
with Commissioner Warren Brown 
presenting the idea at the March 19 
BoCC work session, where he noted 
that he has heard concerns from con-
stituents about the potential that bus-
loads of undocumented immigrants 
could be brought to the county and that 
the county does not have a resolution 
stating that it is not a sanctuary county.

Brown stated that he would like to 
pass a resolution stating that the 
county is not a sanctuary county and 
noted that Sheriff Mike Le Roux had 
expressed support of such a resolu-
tion to him.

“It’s a no-brainer for me that we 
move forward,” Commissioner Ronnie 
Maez said.

Commissioner Veronica Medina 
stated that she did not oppose the idea 
of a resolution, but raised concerns 
about how such a resolution would 
impact the county Department of Hu-
man Services and other county depart-
ments, both in terms of operations and 
funding from the state.

County Attorney Todd Weaver sec-
onded Medina’s concerns about the 
potential impact of the resolution on 
funding and operations for county 
departments.

Medina concluded the discussion 
by stating that the county should 
investigate the issue further before 
implementing a resolution, in addition 
to potentially clarifying the wording of 
the resolution.

At the April 2 BoCC work session, 
the board discussed the issue further, 
and Brown presented a potential reso-
lution for board review and approval.

Sheriff Mike Le Roux then discussed 
the issue with the BoCC, noting that he 
supported the resolution due to the 
concerns about a lack of resources to 

Documents 
reveal 
potential 
Running 
Iron Ranch 
lease 
violations

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

On April 16, the Colorado Depart-
ment of Transportation (CDOT) an-
nounced that it has denied the only bid 
it received for the planned reconstruc-
tion of U.S. 160 through downtown 
Pagosa Springs. 

The announcement was made at a 
meeting hosted by CDOT and the 
Pagosa Springs Main Street Advisory 
Board at the Hidden Track Speakeasy.

CDOT Regional Communications 
Manager Lisa Schwantes indicated 
that CDOT only received one bid for 
the project, which was 35 percent, or 
roughly $6.6 million, over budget.

“I have to say, after careful consid-
eration of that bid, we rejected it,” she 
said. “So, what this means is that we are 
going to repackage this project.” 

She mentioned that CDOT’s engi-
neers and designers will be reviewing 
the project and that “some things might 
change.”

Schwantes explained that the proj-
ect will be put back out for bids this fall.

“I think it’s wonderful that you all 
are pulling together and working with 
us and trying to come up with solutions 
… we appreciate that and we want to 
work with you,” she added.

She also noted that CDOT now 
anticipates a start date of spring 2025 
for the reconstruction project.

Schwantes went on to mention that 
CDOT will continue to use the same 
company, Rock Sol, for the project 
management team as long as it con-
tinues to be available with the new 
timeline of the project. This is the same 
project management team that was on 
the McCabe Creek culvert project.

Schwantes also spoke on behalf of 
Julie Constan, regional transportation 
director for Region 5, who represented 
CDOT at the town’s previous meeting.

Schwantes explained that Constan 
was in Denver and was unable to attend 
the meeting, but conveyed that “Julie 
has committed to listen to you and … 
to continue to work with you until we 
advertise again.”

Schwantes also went on to explain 



Tuesday’s news that the Colorado De-
partment of Transportation (CDOT) did not 
receive an acceptable bid for the U.S. 160 
reconstruction project through downtown 
was seemingly met with a lot of relief and joy 
by those who attended the Main Street Pro-
gram and CDOT monthly update meeting.

Folks throughout the community are 
understandably concerned about the effect 
the proposed two-year construction project 
will have on the community during con-
struction, and their relief that that impact 
isn’t quite so imminent is also completely 
understandable.

But while it is nice to know the down-
town won’t be quite so crazy this year and 
the impacts of construction and reduced 
parking won’t affect us quite yet, it’s im-
portant to keep in mind the project hasn’t 
been canceled, only delayed.

Now is not the time to lose momentum.
Despite knowing about the construction 

for a long time now, it’s really been in the 
last several months that we’ve seen and 
heard the community really come together 
to look for solutions to ease the effects of 
the project.

And we’ve heard some great ideas.

The town is looking into providing more 
parking downtown in close proximity to 
the 400 block and the river — something 
people have discussed a need for for longer 
than we’ve known about CDOT’s plans for 
our downtown.

Our local and regional economic devel-
opment agencies are looking into reviving 
a loan program that existed during the 
pandemic to help retailers make it through, 
and we’ve heard that idea met with nothing 
but praise.

Others are looking into how other com-
munities have handled large, extended 
construction projects and how we can learn 
from their experiences.

Others still are looking into if and how 
affected businesses can create secondary 
entrances to their establishments so people 
who are deterred by sidewalk construction 
can still access those businesses.

A committee of business owners has 
been created to work with CDOT regard-
ing the sequencing of the construction to 
lessen the impact as much as possible.

Now is the time to move forward with 
solutions that have been identified and oth-
ers that surface so we’re better equipped to 
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Legacies
By Shari Pierce

100 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

April 18, 1924
On Tuesday evening, April 15th, Fred 

Catchpole, president of the Citizens bank 
and identified with the institution since it 
was founded in 1908, retired from the active 
management of the bank, his interests having 
been purchased by David Hersch of this city.

The officers of the bank are now Da-
vid Hersch, president; Max R. Mickey, 
vice-president; and R.W. Smith, cashier. 
Mr. Hersch succeeds Mr. Catchpole, Mr. 
Mickey succeeds Mr. Hersch, and Mr. 
Smith succeeds himself.

After the heavy storm the first of the 
week, the thermometer dropped suddenly 
Wednesday night and hit the low level of 
ten below zero by six o’clock yesterday 
morning. The cold snap took with it several 
damaged cars, the owners neglecting to 
drain their radiators.

The Rose Croix Masons of Pagosa 
Springs with their wives held their regular 
annual Maundy Thursday meeting last 
evening. After a wonderful dinner served 
at the Arlington hotel, they adjourned to 
the Masonic hall for formal discussions of 
topics for the good of the community and 
masonry in general.

75 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

April 15, 1949
Another meeting of all those interested 

in the 4th of July Rodeo will be held in 
the courtroom at the Court House next 
Tuesday evening, April 19, at 8:00 p.m. The 
committee appointed at the last meeting 
will have their report to give.

A great many of the ranchers who are 
interested in the rodeo were unable to be 
present at the meeting held the first of the 
month due to the condition of the roads. It 
is expected that there will be a large atten-
dance at the meeting and the committee 
stressed the fact that anyone interested in 
the rodeo is welcome.

Miss Patsy Clark of Dyke, was the $25 
prize winner in the slogan contest being 
conducted by the Pagosa Springs Chamber 
of Commerce. The prize winning slogan, 
“Round-up Spot in The Rockies” was sub-
mitted by Miss Clark early in the contest 
and her check has been mailed to her by 
the Chamber of Commerce.

50 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

April 18, 1974
Mrs. Patricia Minnis has filed a civil 

suit against the School Board and its su-
perintendent, A.D. Hahn. She is asking for 
$75,000 and alleging that her reputation 
was damaged by alleged statements about 
missing money. She also alleges that dis-
crimination against her because of her sex 
resulted in her contract not being renewed.

The Town Board Tuesday night named 
Leonard Gallegos as Chief of the local police 
department. He replaces Joe Lister, who has 
been acting in a temporary capacity while 
Mr. Gallegos has been receiving training.

The new police department head at-
tended the local schools before moving to 
another community while he was in high 
school. This has been his home most of  
his life and he is well known to long time 
residents. He has been a deputy marshal 
for the town in the past with about two 
years of experience in  law enforcement.

Joe Lister served as head of the depart-
ment during the past several months, 
resigning from the Town Board so that he 
could carry out the chief’s duties.

25 years ago
Taken from SUN files of  

April 15, 1999
Agreement was reached Tuesday be-

tween the Upper San Juan Humane Society 
and the Archuleta County Commissioners 
allowing the Humane Society to apply for 
approximately 10 acres of Bureau of Land 
Management land in the Stevens Field area.

The agreement erased differences be-
tween the two entities regarding the actual 
location of the 10 acres sought by the Hu-
mane Society. Only a week ago, the county 
had looked at a plan for the 40 acres com-
missioned by Commissioner Gene Crab-
tree which relegated the Humane Society 
property to the northwestern corner of the 
40 acres. Tuesday’s agreement allows the 
Humane Society to seek 10 acres on the 
northeastern corner, a location they insist 
is necessary for their purposes. In addition, 
the two agencies promised to cooperate on 
issues such as access to respective properties.

So far, neither the county nor the Hu-
mane Society owns any of the 40 acres. The 
county applied for the land two years ago 
and expects to emphasize that application 
by submitting a draft of anticipated land uses. 
Possible uses include parks and recreation 
facilities, county courthouse offices, county 
fair facilities, and court and jail facilities.

Archuleta County Commissioners

Pagosa Springs Town Council
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Date  High  Low       Precipitation
   Depth  Type  Moisture

4/9	 56	 29	 0	 NA	 0
4/10	 59	 26	 0	 NA	 0
4/11	 62	 27	 0	 NA	 0
4/12	 69	 28	 0	 NA	 0
4/13	 65	 33	 0	 NA	 0
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4/15	 49	 29	 0	 NA	 0
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Keep the momentum going
deal with the challenges the construction 
will inevitably bring when CDOT receives 
an acceptable bid.

Now is the time to continue looking at 
what can be done to support those in our 
community who will be most affected by 
the project when it occurs.

We also as a community need to keep a 
close eye on the project as CDOT repack-
ages it to see what, if anything, changes, and 
continue to work with the agency to create 
the best project we can.

As CDOT representatives indicated this 
week, CDOT could have gone forward with 
the project, but, instead, is going to con-
tinue to work with the community before 
the project is put back out to bid in the fall.

That’s huge.
We appreciate that responsiveness im-

mensely and hope that what results will be 
slightly less uncomfortable during the con-
struction process and will result in a nice 
downtown corridor for many years to come.

Now is also a good time, as always, to 
show our support for our local businesses 
when possible and to boost them before the 
construction even becomes a factor.

Randi Pierce

From the April 28, 1988, Pagosa SUN —SPRING SPRAYING — State Highway Department employee Melinda McCarty 
spent Tuesday afternoon applying fresh coats of paint to pedestrian crosswalks of Main Street. It is surprising how this 
type of service always gets done earlier in Pagosa Springs during election years.
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Legacies

Letters to the Editor are print-
ed as received and are not edited 
for grammar or punctuation, but 
may have been edited for content 
or style.

Letters to the Editor are opin-
ions and information in them 
has not been verified for ac-
curacy.

The opinions of letter writers 
do not necessarily represent those 
of the paper.

Letters

The SUN welcomes letters from 
readers.

Please submit your letter 
electronically in a format that 
can be copied and pasted to 
editor@pagosasun.com or via 
the form at www.PagosaSUN.
com. Letters must not be in all 
capitals.

All letters must:
• be 500 words or less

• include the actual first and last 
name of the author

• include the author’s address and 
daytime phone number

• be received by The SUN by noon 
on Tuesday (deadline may move 
up due to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per 
month per letter writer.

Letters quoting other people must 
contain proper attribution.

There is no guarantee letters will be 
published.

Poetry, anonymous letters, letters 
that are libelous or in poor taste, 
or that attack a private citizen or 
business will not be published.

If necessary, only one letter 
pertaining to a candidate or 
political issue will be printed in 
each edition up to three weeks prior 
to the election.

The SUN generally does not edit 
letters, but reserves the right to do 
so.

Letters

n See Letters A4

Remembering 
2020
Dear Editor:

I found a number of statements by 
Mr Smith to be quite laughable. 
Inflation may have been only 1.4% 
in January 2021 when Biden took 
office but there was an average of 
about 80,000 people dying monthly 
from Covid . Airline flights were half 
of what they were in January of 2020 
and during the election in November 
and throughout December 2020 there 
were long lines of people at food dis-
tribution centers.

The supply chains suffered huge 
interruptions because we were in 
the midst of a pandemic that could 
not have been handled any worse 
than the Trump Administration did. 
He forgets that unemployment was 
14.8% in April of 2020 and people 
were fleeing to places like Pagosa to 
escape crowded cities. Gas was cheap 
because demand was low.

He repeats a false claim that black 
unemployment was the lowest ever 
under Trump. The fact is Black un-

employment was lowest in history 
under Biden at 4.8% in April of 2023. 
In January of this year it went up to 
5.3%, the lowest rate obtained during 
Trump’s Administration. Trump was 
the beneficiary of a trend in lower 
black unemployment set by Obama 
with a drop from around 16% when he 
took office to 7% when he left in 2016.

Peace in the Mideast during 
Trump? Tell that to the thousands of 
dead Syrians murdered by Assad with 
the help of Russia during the Syria 
Civil War. Or the abandoned Kurds 
who helped the US defeat ISIS in Syria 
and Iraq. Or the Afghan people when 
he abandoned them to the Taliban.

As for energy independence, the 
US is still energy independent ac-
cording to Forbes Magazine and 
was trending that direction during 
Obama’s Administration. Mostly 
due to the advent of fracking, the 
US dropped from importing 12.5 
million barrels in 2005 to 4.2 million 
in Obama’s last full month in office 
in 2016. In 2023 the US imported 
8.5 million barrels/day of oil and 
exported 10.1 million barrels/day, a 
surplus of 1.6 million barrels.

Another word about gasoline and 
food prices. Gas prices have in-
creased lately because of cuts in 
production of oil by OPEC nations 
and Russia, wars in Ukraine and the 
Middle East and the fact that Saudi 
Arabia and Russia are hoping to hurt 
Biden in the upcoming election by 
causing increased prices.

Add to that Saudi Aramco took 
100% control of North America’s 
largest refinery in Texas in 2017. As 
far as increased food prices, Ukraine 
produced about a third of the world’s 
wheat before Russia invaded and that 
is contributing to higher prices, but 
most of the increase in food costs is 
actually due to corporate greed. The 
major grocery chains have reported 
the largest profits ever with those 
profits rising 5 times faster than infla-
tion. It is estimated that these profits 
have contributed to over half of the 
current inflation.

You can’t blame Mr Smith’s for his 
confusion, he is just repeating 
Trump’s lies. 

Dave Butcher

Cultivated meat
Dear Editor:

I was pleased to learn an Austra-
lian company has received approval 
to sell cultivated quail meat in Sin-
gapore. For those who don’t know, 
cultivated meat is grown from animal 
cells, without slaughter. It has the 
potential to dramatically reduce our 
greenhouse-gas emissions, pandem-
ic risk, and the suffering we inflict on 
our fellow creatures.

Instead of standing in the way of 
progress, American politicians 
should support increased public 
funding for cellular-agriculture re-
search. A number of technological 
hurdles remain that prevent the 
nascent industry from taking off. 
These can be surmounted with fur-
ther development. The United States 
should be leading the world in this 
revolutionary new field. 

Jon Hochschartner
Granby, Conn.

Renewable energy
Dear Editor:

Renewable energy: solar, wind, 
water, geothermal, is the cheapest 
energy on the planet. Why would 

you want to pay more for gas heat-
ing, and appliances, when you can 
electrify your home, and pay less for 
utilities forever? Yes there is some up 
front costs to electrify, but when you 
consider that heating systems, and 
appliances need replaced periodi-
cally anyway, and the big government 
rebates and tax breaks it is not so 
much more. The savings on monthly 
utilities will pay the extra costs for 
electrification in a few years, and after 
that the money you save every month 
on utilities will be money back in your 
own pocket forever. In the long term 
you will save money by electrifying 
your own home. Also having the 
most modern efficient heating, and 
air conditioning system in your home 
will raise the property value. Medical 
studies have shown that gas appli-
ances release gas molecules in the 
air of you home that are harmful to 
your health, even if they are working 
properly. This is what carbon mon-
oxide detectors are for. Why would 
you want to gas yourself in your own 
home? Why would you pay more per 
mile to drive a gas auto, when you 
can drive for much less in an electric 
auto? Autos need replaced periodi-
cally also, and the government will 
give you a 7500 rebate for an electric 
auto. Stop being gouged by high gas 
prices, put that gas money back in 
your own pocket forever. Renewable 
energy is the most job producing en-
ergy on the planet. You can contrib-
ute to a better economy. Renewable 
energy is the cleanest energy on the 
planet, it does not pollute. You can 
contribute to having clean air and 
water, gas energy pollutes both air 
and water. Renewable energy is the 
solution to global warming climate 
change disaster. Fossil fuels are the 
direct cause of climate change disas-
ter. Half of global warming climate 
disaster is caused by individual gas 
homes, and gas autos. Why not elec-
trify your own home, and your own 
auto, you can save yourself money, 
improve your own health, and cre-
ate less pollution from gas, and do 
your part to prevent climate change 
disaster? If everyone did this we could 
reduce half the climate disaster caus-
ing pollution, and be on our way to 
solving the global warming climate 
crisis. If we don’t, climate disaster 
will only get more and more severe. 
All future generations are depending 
on all of us! 

Fred Munger

Dividing times
Dear Editor:

I am 67 years old from a small 
Colorado town with 2 amazing suc-
cessful children, but without Roe 
vs, Wade my life could have ended 
after a family friend when I was 22 
years old didn’t drive me home. I 
was compromised and 2 months 
later I was at a women’s clinic. I had a 
Molar Pregnancy and with test it was 
cancerous. If I couldn’t have had an 
abortion I would not be alive today or 
know the joys of motherhood.

I thank my prayers and faith in 
my doctor that saved my life. I pray 
that all women can make choices 
and not government legislatures or 
individuals on the Supreme Court 
that can limit a women’s reproduc-
tion choices. Sadly, the only chance 
for a women to have any choice is 
by voting. I have carried this guilt 
for 45 years and will only vote for 
a candidate supporting a women’s 
right to make their own medical 
decisions.

Nancy Redner

Main street 
problems
Dear Editor:

I am a retired Civil Engineer, and 
I can tell you that the Main Street 
problems run much deeper (literally) 
than traffic control. The base/sub-
base, if it exists, has failed. The por-
tion in front of the court house was 
just resurfaced last year but is already 
showing the hammochy dips in the 
tire track areas. This is a sure sign of 
a thin, poorly graded, very wet base 
material under the pavement. The 
potholes that have returned near the 
Hot Springs Blvd intersection are also 
indicative of subpavement problems. 
They are NOT endemic to asphalt 
pavement. They are a result not a 
cause. Also concrete pavement will 
NOT solve the problem of potholes 
unless the under pavement issues are 
fixed. Evidence: look at the concrete 
pavement on 8th Street in front of the 
library. It is cracking into smaller and 
smaller pieces until it will have to be 
dug up and relaced. This pavement 
is not very old, and carries no where 
near the wheel loads of Main Street. 
Same problem; poor subbase and 
drainage.

Why is ODOT unconcerned about 
the under pavement issues? It goes 

Happy Hour!
15% off 

At the Bar Stools Only
Tuesday - Friday 4-5:30 pm

(970) 264-0999    I    214 Pagosa St, Pagosa Springs  l  AlleyHouseGrille.com

Open Tuesday – Sunday 4pm – 9pm
Happy Hour Tuesday – Friday 4pm-5:30pm at the Bar Stools

The Patio  l  The Lounge  l  The Grille

Make your reservation at 
exploretock.com/alleyhousegrille

(970) 731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.
Open 8:00-6:00  Mon.-Thur.

24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

Piedra Automotive

Getting Ready for Camping?

Let us get your Vehicle and Camper 
ready for the road.

Shocks and Struts, 
Suspension Upgrades and Repairs,

and Tires for your vehicle.
Brakes, Wheel Bearings, Axles, and

Batteries for your Trailer.

Come see the Pros at

10%
OFF

20%
OFF

Glazed Pottery

Earth Day SpecialsEarth Day Specials

EXPANDED BATTERY 
YARD TOOLS!

2 for $15
Back to 

Earth
reg. $9.99 ea.

All Arkansas 
Valley Seed
Grass & Flower

BOGO
50% OFF*
Garden Seeds

*equal or lesser value

Nature-Safe
Options Available

Every Day is Earth Day!
Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup
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back to the Feds. They have never 
given the subbase the attention it de-
serves and they are picking up most 
of the cost, so the States go along. I 
think it started with the Interstate 
System where haste and economics 
were a major issue.

So let’s fix the real issues, so we 
don’t have the expense and aggrava-
tion all over again in a few years.

Dick Riethmiller

Vote with  
self-interest
Dear Editor:

I am a 71 year-old rural Coloradan 
politically registered as Unaffiliated. 
I’d like to ask my fellow seniors a 
simple question:

Why vote against your own self-
interest?

 Republicans have vowed to cut 
Social Security and Medicare.

Democrats have vowed to protect 
both.

 The GOP 2025 Budget proposal 
raises the age for collecting Social Se-
curity and ends Medicare as we know 
it by replacing it with a “premium 
support model”, changing it from its 
current efficient, successful form to 
something resembling the rest of our 

n Continued from A3
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San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160)  • (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

H Got Gold? Get Cash! H
Turn your old, broken jewelry 

into CASH TODAY
We buy gold, 

silver, guns, 

ammo and 
more.

Need $100? Need $5,000? 
Come see us now!

$ CASH LOANS $
Short-term loans based on collateral only, we take collateral on the following:

Cars • Trucks • Trailers • ATVs • Motorcycles 
Guns • Gold • Jewelry • Silver & More

failed healthcare system.
The GOP budget would cut $1.5 

trillion from Social Security, repeal 
Medicare’s ability to negotiate drug 
prices, and end the $35 out-of-pocket 
cap on insulin.

 On March 11, Trump, responding 
to a question from Joe Kernen said, 
“There’s a lot you can do in terms 
of entitlements, in terms of cutting 
(Medicare and Social Security).”

 By contrast, in Biden’s proposed 
2025 Budget are the words, “The 
Budget upholds the President’s com-
mitment to protecting Medicare and 
Social Security for this and future 
generations.”

 He plans to pay for Social Security 
by raising the payroll taxes on the ul-
tra-rich—those making over $400,000 
per year.

Right now--Write out a note to 
yourself and put in on your refrigera-
tor to remind you:

In November 2024 I will vote for 
my own self-interest. I will vote 
Democratic. 

Philip Riffe

Time to talk
Dear Editor:

Some years ago, there was discus-
sion, that one day we would lose our 

Obituaries

Make a spring commitment, 
come to PVR 

to get equipment
Excavators

Skid Steers

Dump Trailers

Concrete Mixers

Man Lifts

Compaction Machines & More

New equipment coming soon!

305 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

See our full line of equipment on 
pinevalleyrental.com

Shop local for your 
equipment rental needs

Earth day  
deals

3 days of

April 20-22
*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. 

$275

35%
OFF

JOVIAL®

Organic Einkorn Crackers 
4.5 OZ

ALWAYS AFFORDABLESM $4.25

$339

35%
OFF

ORGANIC INDIA®

Organic Tulsi Teas 
18 CT

ALWAYS AFFORDABLE $5.25

$159

35%
OFF

WHITE LEAF PROVISIONS
Organic Baby Food Pouches 
3.17 OZ

ALWAYS AFFORDABLE $2.45

Free  
Limited edition  
reusable bag*  
with purchase

{N}POWER® ONLY

ENTER IN-STORE FOR  
A CHANCE TO WIN* A

$500 Natural 
Grocers® 
Gift Card

Your One-Stop

HOME 
INSPECTION 
SERVICE
• Safety
• Structural 

Integrity
• Equity

www.completehomeinspection.us

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL INSPECTIONS

Greg Pohlman
Certified Master 

Inspector

Are you 
Buying or Selling 

a Property?
Contact Greg Pohlman 

at Complete Home Inspection LLC
970-846-4712

“Providing quality inspection services since 1997.”

GGP thanks our generous sponsors

Premiere Gala 
Friday, April 19 • 5-10 p.m. • Tennyson Event Center

Includes live music by Steve Blechschmidt, photographs by Pagosa Photography 
Club, a gourmet dinner by Kellie and Todd Stevens of Farrago’s, 

desserts by Kathy Keyes of Pagosa Baking Company, two award-winning films, 
admission to Saturday’s film line-up. Tickets are $60.

FESTIVAL: Saturday, April 20 
Doors open 9 a.m. • Tennyson Event Center 

General admission tickets $10, Ritual Food Truck and a cash bar available all day

Tickets available: PAGOSAGREEN.ORG and at the door
All proceeds benefit GGP’s educational activities, operations and landscaping

2024 Environmental Film Festival

A Reason for Hope

Documerica

Paddle Tribal Waters

True Survivors

Flyways: The Untold 
Journey of Migratory 
Shorebirds

Native Suns: Sacred 
Souls

Dark Sacred Night

True Survivors

Requiem for a River

Covenant of the 
Salmon People

2024 Films

Western 
Wildscapes

democracy via misleading informa-
tion given to our children. Well, I 
believe we are into the beginning of 
that “fear”. 

Parents, do you know what sort of 
info your children are receiving via 
those devices which you have been 
made to provide so they can be just 
like everyone else? They soon be-
come addictive, e.g., a young pre-teen 
visiting me is an example of that. I 
woke of early, about 3AM, walked 
into the living room and there she 
was, laid out on the couch checking 
messages on her device. She woke up 
early and could not go back to sleep 
until she checked her device for new 
messages. How sad is that? A little 
hisotry from a WWII gal and how 
her children were raised to become 
positive, truthful, responsible was 
honest, not sprinkled with mislead-
ing politial efforts.

When my children were growing 
up, we knew they were receiving the 
same news as we were. Sitting around 
the dinner table every evening, we 
would first ask each one about their 
day. Then, we would discuss the daily 
News. Our children were exposed to 
our opinions and views of our world 
via our dinner conversations. My 

Martin Granados 
Moreno

Martin Granados Moreno, 55, 
passed away on April 14, 2024,at Mer-
cy Hospital. He was a beloved father, 
son and uncle. 
Born in Urua-
chi,  Chihua-
hua, Mexico, 
Martin was the 
son of Ma. De 
Jesus Moreno 
and Reymun-
do Granados. 
Martin came to 
Pagosa Springs 
i n  1 9 9 6 ;  h e 
loved this town 
and the community and watched 
it grow. Martin was a hard worker 
and was part of build/seeing Pagosa 
Springs grow. He will be remembered 
for being a huge part of the commu-
nity, his generosity, his love, his care 
and being a great father to his bio-
logical and nonbiological children. 
“Que onda cuñado.” You will forever 
be cherished for the memories and 
lessons you taught us all.

A memorial service will be held at 
5 p.m. Friday at St. Patrick’s Episcopal 
Church.

Melanie Madaline 
Morgan

Melanie Madaline Morgan, born 
on May 28, 1944, in Macomb, Ill., was 
the second of four daughters born to 
Daniel M. Mor-
gan and N. Ma-
daline Welsh 
Morgan. Grow-
ing up, the fam-
ily moved from 
Illinois to Ne-
braska to Grand 
Junction, Colo., 
back to Illinois, 
then Iowa and 
Idaho, finally settling in Grand Junc-
tion. Her only child, David D. Guthrie, 
was born on Dec. 28, 1969.

Melanie’s 31-year career at Farm-
ers Insurance began in Grand Junc-
tion and she retired in 2012 in Pagosa 
Springs, Colo.

The next 11 years were spent en-
joying her cats, reading, having lunch 
with friends, doing needlework, 
reading, visiting relatives and friends, 
attending concerts, and reading. 
Friends said she and her older sister, 
Diana, were “joined at the hips.” Then 
in 2022 a move to Phoenix enabled 
her to be close to David. She passed 
unexpectedly on July 28, 2023. She 
was interred by her parents in Illinois. 

Melanie was preceded in death by 
her parents and younger sister Margo 
(husband Robert Rhine). Left behind 
are: son David and his husband, 
Rick Wriston; niece Alexis (hus-
band Orlando Vivens); grandnieces 
Penelope and Athena; sister Diana 
(husband Patrick Baird); brother-
in-law Robert Rhine; youngest sister 
Danielle (Danni) (husband Chris 
Hawley); nephews and more nieces; 
and numerous grandnephews and 
grandnieces.

The family is having a celebration 
of life on Saturday, May 18, 2024 at the 
Pagosa Springs Senior Center at 451 
Hot Springs Blvd. from 2 to 5. In lieu 
of flowers, the family kindly requests 
memorial contributions be made in 
Melanie’s memory to the Humane 
Society of Pagosa Springs (P.O. Box 
2230 or 464 Cloman Blvd.).

Bobbie Joy Day 
Smith

April 8, 1935 - Jan. 27, 2024
Born in Hamlin, Texas, in 1935. She 

married her childhood sweetheart, 
Glenn, in 1952. 
Sh e  w a s  t h e 
first in her fam-
ily to receive 
Christ as her 
savior. Joy went 
on to convert 
her husband, 
G l e n n ,  w h o 
then became 
a minister, and 
she then served 
as a minister’s wife for 48 years and 
helped Glenn to start several new 
churches in many states. Joy led nearly 
all her family and anyone she could to 
know Christ. They landed, resided and 
ministered in Tow, Texas, for 38 years. 
She was a member and served on the 
board in a variety of positions with the 
Buchanan Lakes Art Guild, as well as 
the Texas Homemakers Association.

Four years after the passing of her 
husband, Glenn, she moved to Pagosa 
Springs, Colo., to live with her son, 
Teryl, and his family. She quickly 
made new friends and joined the 
Pagosa Piecemakers Quilt Guild. Joy 
was thrilled to become a Daughter of 
the Republic of Texas after her daugh-
ter in law researched her ancestry 
and found out that Joy’s great-great-
grandfather, Warren Angus Ferris, not 
only lived in the Republic of Texas but 
mapped the layout of Dallas streets 
working as a surveyor for the Repub-
lic of Texas. She was able to travel to 
Dallas to see his highway marker and 
walk on his land.

Joy is survived by her daughter, 

Debra (Dicky) Wills ; son, Teryl 
(Delani) Smith; son-in-law, Dwight 
Wilfong; grandchildren, Rachel 
(Chris) Gollnick, Naomi Johnson, 
Johnathan Morris, Ryan Smith, Clint 
(Blair) Smith, Cody (Amy) Smith, 
Nicholas Wilfong, Chase (Geo) Wil-
fong, Stormie (Clint) Martin and 
Nicole (Ben) Mitchell; great grand-
children, Zachary Grier, Draven 
(Ariel) Johnson, Trinity Johnson, 
Noah Espinosa, Victoria Espinosa, 
Blaiklie Morris, JD Morris and Barrett 
Smith; and great-great-grandchild, 
Athena Espinosa.

She is preceded in death by her 
husband, Glenn Smith; daughter, 
Paige Wilfong; sister, Geleta Lemos; 
and brother, Kenneth Day.

A memorial service for Joy will be 
held this summer in Tow, Texas, 
where she will rest with her beloved 
husband, Glenn, and beside her 
daughter, Paige.

Carol Ann White
Carol Ann Neville White passed 

quietly into God’s nearer presence 
in her Pagosa Springs residence on 
April 8, 2024, at 
the age of 84 af-
ter a long battle 
w i t h  c a n c e r. 
She was born 
in Oklahoma 
City, Okla., on 
Aug. 10, 1939. 
S h e  m a r r i e d 
James R. White 
Jr. on June 25, 
1960; they spent a loving 63 years 
together and she is survived by him. 
Other surviving relatives include: 
her brother, Baird Neville (Sandra); 
daughter Mary Helen White Cam-
mack (David); son James N. White 
(Leigh); son Scott G. White (Rose-
mary); grandchildren Jacob Cam-
mack (Codye), Daniel Cammack 
(Laurel), Jennie White Siebenmorgen 
(Evan), Samuel White (Ryquiel), John 
White; and nine great grandchildren, 
Caroline, Lucy, Amelia, Jasper, Alder, 
Zaya, Blayke, Brooklyn and Josie. She 
was preceded in death by her father, 
Elzer Baird Neville; mother, Clola 
Ouida Payne; and son Christopher. 
She was a member of the Cherokee 
Nation with lineage stretching back 
through the Trail of Tears.

Carol Ann graduated from the 
University of Texas, Austin, with a BS 
Degree in education in 1961 and was 
a member of ZTA Sorority. She taught 
school in Austin, Texas; on the Navajo 
Reservation in Shiprock, N.M.; on 
the Jicarilla Apache Reservation in 
Dulce, N.M.; in Lumberton, N.M.; 
and in Pagosa Springs, Colo., until 

she retired in 1995. Carol Ann had 
special training in teaching dyslexic 
children and used those skills in her 
entire professional career. She was 
an exceptionally gifted and devoted 
teacher, her first-grade students al-
ways remembering her — all of them 
her favorite students.

She and James lived on the Blanco 
River in the Basin for 48 years, where 
they raised their children, and helped 
raise their grandchildren and great 
grandchildren — laughing and 
splashing in the Blanco River by the 
turtle rocks.

After retirement, she and James 
returned to their roots, ranched for a 
time in Dripping Springs, Texas, Hill 
Country area, where she also did lo-
cal charity work for food distribution, 
substitute taught in local schools and 
helped with ranching operations. She 
also home taught her grandchildren 
as they were sent down from Colo-
rado, one by one, for lengthy visits 
and work-ethic instruction.

She was always joyful and con-
cerned about the well-being of her 
friends, family and all she met, gave 
attention and had dignity for every-
one. Carol Ann loved her horses, 
watermelon, bright colors, reading, 
skiing, giving her grandchildren “ice 
cream money” and the many adven-
tures of living in the Blanco Basin.

Carol Ann was a member of St. 
Patrick’s Episcopal Church in Pagosa 
Springs, where she participated in the 
food box program, Loaves and Fishes, 
work at St. Christopher’s Mission to 
the Navajo in Bluff, Utah, and hosted 
an annual church service, baptism 
and picnic at her Blanco Basin home.

Like the total solar eclipse that 
swept over the Texas hill country on 
the day she passed, Carol Ann (Nan-
ny) was a rarity. Resilient, sparkling, 
committed, decisive, witty, adventur-
ous and loving, Nanny was a mother 
and a teacher at heart and poured all 
her heart and soul into all the chil-
dren she interacted with, especially 
her own children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Nanny never 
grew old and set the example for how 
to run through the finish line in life as 
strong as ever. Nanny will be fondly 
remembered for her wry sense of hu-
mor, something she maintained even 
up to the last moments. She was an 
inspiration to all of us and the world 
is a better place because of what she 
brought to it. Her golden light will be 
lovingly missed.

Services were held April 13 at St. 
Patrick’s Episcopal Church and are 
available for viewing anytime on 
YouTube (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=V9fGtYxmMbY). In 
lieu of flowers, Carol Ann would like 
contributions sent to Wings Early 
Childhood Center in Pagosa, Hospice 
of Mercy or St. Patrick’s Episcopal 
Church.
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Business

970-582-3225

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
970-582-3225
arrowheadpropaneco.com

Local • Experienced

Proven Track Record

Independently Owned

Excellent Customer Service

Outstanding Safety Record

Serving LaPlata County for over 9 years and celebrating 
our one year anniversary in Archuleta County

We built our business on Excellence & Customer Service
Give us a call and experience the difference.

Propane
is all we do!

323 Hot Springs Blvd. 
800-225-0934 

pagosahotsprings.com

LIVE MUSIC
at the Springs Resort

5-7 pm in the Lodge Atrium

Friday, April 19
Bob Hemenger

Saturday, April 20
John Hudson

Sunday, April 21
Jason Rose

Tuesday, April 23
Ron & Susan

The Tile & Carpet Store
M-F 8-4:30  •  (970) 731-5282

204 Bastille Dr. (N. Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)

Save On Short Carpet Rolls 
In-stock Area Rugs

& Small Tile Projects

Warehouse 
Clean Out SALE

Perfect for small projects!
Think classrooms, playhouses, small rooms

maternal grandmother was of Ger-
man ancestry and lived with us. If we 
left food on our plate, she would ac-
cuse us of “helping Hitler” (by being 
wasteful) Pictures from the war front 
were put into a “Newsreel” which 
was shown between features at the 
“Movies”.

Parents, I know you consider your-
selves “busy” but you need to “make 
time” for disucssions with your chil-
dren and how about the dinner table? 
Everyone gets hungry and what an 
ideal time to sit down to a meal with 
everyone present and enjoy truthful, 
healthy conversations including any 
“new” News that needs discussion. 
Why not provide them with a simple 
cell phone to use for their safety and 
convenience when away from home?

Please do. 
Patty Tillerson

John Ranson for 
commissioner
Dear Editor:

The purpose of this letter is to 
verify that John Ranson was unani-
mously selected for the position of 
County Commissioner candidate 
by the Archuleta Republicans at the 
Archuleta County Republican As-
sembly on March 16, 2024.

I attended the Archuleta County 
Republican Assembly on March 16, 
2024 and served as part of the creden-

tial committee as well as processing 
resolutions.

I was privileged to nominate John 
Ranson as a candidate for Archuleta 
County Commissioner for District 
2. I stated that John has the experi-
ence to fill this position. I told the 
participants of the assembly that in 
2007 the county manager informed 
us that there was $1.5 million deficit 
in the Archuleta County treasury and 
we had simply squandered it away. 
John was part of a finance committee 
and was also a County Commissioner 

in which he put us back in a solvent 
position.

John was unanimously approved 
for district 2 as the choice for the 
County Commissioner candidate at 
the Republican County Assembly on 
March 16, 2024. He will address the 
infrastructure problems such as the 
maintenance of the county roads, the 
disposition of the old county court-
house, the problems of the county 
landfill, and the $17 million Archuleta 
County debt.

Tom Zilhaver

n Continued from A4
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Sales tax revenues rise in January and February
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

Sales tax revenues for Archuleta 
County in January and February rose 
compared to January and February 
2023, according to a report released 
by Archuleta County Finance Direc-
tor Chad Eaton.

Sales tax revenues previously fell 
in November and December 2023 
compared to the previous year.

January sales tax
The report notes that the town and 

the county jointly received $1,338,251 
in gross sales tax revenue for the month 
of January, with $668,671 going to the 
town and $669,579 going to the county. 

January gross sales tax revenues 
are 4.4 percent, or $67,002, higher 
than January 2023. 

According to the report, the cat-
egories that are up in comparison to 
January 2023 include:

• Manufacturing at 44 percent, or 
$20,219.

• Retail Trade at 9 percent, or 
$79,049.

• Finance and Insurance at 5 per-

cent, or $81.
• Real Estate and Rental and Leas-

ing at 14 percent or $3,807.
• Professional, Scientific and 

Technical Services at 13 percent, or 
$1,477.

• Other Services (except public 
administration) at 3 percent, or 
$1,315.

Categories that were down for 
January in the month-to-month 
comparison include:

• Construction at 12 percent, or 
$4,262. 

• Information at 2 percent, or $584.
• Accommodation and Food Ser-

vices at 2 percent, or $5,322.
• Miscellaneous at 15 percent, or 

$28,779.

February sales tax
The report notes that the town and 

the county jointly received $1,230,171 
in gross sales tax revenue for the 
month of February, with $614,619 
going to the town and $615,552 going 
to the county. 

February gross sales tax revenues 
are 3.4 percent, or $43,502, higher 
than February 2023. 

According to the report, the cat-
egories that are up in comparison to 
February 2023 include:

• Construction at 7 percent, or 
$1,486. 

• Manufacturing at 83 percent, or 
$31,951.

• Retail Trade at 4 percent, or 
$27,978.

• Information at 3 percent, or $720.
• Finance and Insurance at 33 

percent, or $413.
• Real Estate and Rental and Leas-

ing at 23 percent or $5,783.92.
• Other Services (except public 

administration) at 4 percent, or $869.
Categories that were down for 

February in the month-to-month 
comparison include:

• Professional, Scientific and 
Technical Services at 63 percent, or 
$6,681.

• Accommodation and Food Ser-
vices at 2 percent, or $4,868.

• Miscellaneous at 6 percent, or 
$14,149.

Year-to-date comparison
The report notes that on the year-

to-date comparison, sales tax rev-

enues for 2024 are 4.5 percent, or 
$110,778, higher than 2023. 

According to the report, the cat-
egories that are up in the yearly 
comparison include: 

• Manufacturing at 68 percent, or 
$52,169.

• Retail Trade at 8 percent, or 
$107,027.

• Information at 0.2 percent, or 
$136. 

• Finance and Insurance at 26 
percent, or $494.

• Real Estate and Rental and Leas-
ing at 23 percent, or $9,591. 

• Other Services (except public 
administration) at 6 percent, or 
$2,184.

The categories down in the year-
to-date comparison include:

• Construction at 6 percent, or 
$2,775.

• Professional, Scientific and 
Technical Services at 15 percent, or 
$5,204.

• Accommodation and Food Ser-
vices at 2 percent, or $10,190.

• Miscellaneous at 11 percent, or 
$42,928.

josh@pagosasun.com

Commissioners hear update on tourism
Tourism conference, 
construction, relations 
with businesses 
discussed
By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Archuleta County Board of 
County Commissioners (BoCC) 
heard a tourism update from Visit 
Pagosa Springs Executive Director 
Jennifer Green at its April 9 work 
session, with the group discussing 
an upcoming tourism conference 
and relations between Visit Pagosa 
Springs and local businesses.

Green opened her update by high-
lighting that the community has not 
had a tourism conference since 2019 
and that the event will span two 
days, with educational talks, events 
and participation from the Colorado 
Tourism Office, four vendors and a 
range of leaders from destination 
marketing and management organi-
zations from across the state.

She invited the commissioners to 
participate in the event and stated 
that there are currently four local 
businesses registered for it in addi-
tion to 25 non-local businesses.

Green added that her staff would 
be distributing flyers about the event 
to businesses over the week and that 
the event is intended to help busi-
nesses learn about working with Visit 
Pagosa Springs and the Colorado 
Tourism Office as well as learning 
other low-cost methods for promot-
ing their businesses and about cur-
rent trends.

Green stated that the event will be 

on April 23 and 24 in response to a 
question from Commissioner Ve-
ronica Medina.

Visit Pagosa Springs staff are ex-
tremely busy planning events, Green 
indicated, including the tourism 
conference, a retreat for the Pagosa 
Springs Area Tourism Board and the 
Big Spring Clean.

She added that the organization is 
busy rolling out spring advertising 
before asking if the commissioners 
had questions for her.

Medina pointed out that there 
have been “some turbulent waters 
with some changes and new board 
members and things, and I just want 
to know, how is the business com-
munity responding to you? Is things 
back on track or is it a slow process, 
and where are you guys at?”

Commissioner Ronnie Maez com-
mented that participation by busi-
nesses is a key part of this relationship 
and that local businesses need to 
participate.

Medina asked if there is a “lack of 
local participation.”

Green commented she has made 
some progress in some areas, in-
cluding engagement with media 
writers that Visit Pagosa Springs is 
bringing to the area, but that she 
was disappointed by the number of 
registrations by local businesses for 
the tourism conference.

However, she added that, in 2019, 
the number of local businesses that 
registered was far lower than the 
number of businesses that attended 
the event.

She stated that this variability 
makes it difficult to plan how much 
food to provide and commented, 
“I’m sure I’ll get criticized one way 

or another on something with that.”
Green indicated that Visit Pagosa 

Springs continues to provide a weekly 
digital newsletter for local businesses 
and that she is currently focusing on 
working with the Main Street Board 
and crafting messaging for the upcom-
ing Colorado Department of Transpor-
tation (CDOT) road construction proj-
ect through downtown Pagosa Springs.

“I see the headwinds and I have a 
suspicion I know who’s going to get 
blamed when sales tax and lodg-
ing tax declines as a result of the 
construction, so I have that to look 
forward to,” Green said.

Maez commented that sales tax is 
already declining, even before the 
beginning of construction.

“We had not the best winter if you 
like snow,” Green said, adding that 
low snow years make the community 
more accessible, but that Colorado 
communities with higher snow totals 
have had better tourism numbers.

Commissioner Warren Brown 
noted that Green has been attend-
ing Main Street and CDOT meetings 
and asked if she has seen increased 
interest among business owners in 
becoming involved in preparing for 
the CDOT construction project.

“I’ve heard others on the Main 
Street board kind of described the 
state of emotions like going through 
grief,” Green replied. “There’s anger, 
there’s different levels that people 
are processing. I was at the … town/
CDOT meeting last week. Think we’re 
still at the very angry phase from the 
businesses. … Unfortunately, con-
struction is a part of life, and I see a 
lot of complaints about potholes and 
now I see a lot of complaints about 
fixing potholes. It’s a challenge.”

She added that the Main Street 
board is doing a “great job” in reach-
ing out to businesses and engaging 
them at meetings.

Green stated that she reached out 
to the tourism coordinator in Glen-
wood Springs, which saw significant 
downtown disruptions due to road 
construction in recent years, and 
obtained the community’s commu-
nications strategy as well as advice 
from people involved in the project.

She stated that she expects the 
Main Street board to discuss this 
strategy at a future meeting and that 
she presented it to the board’s Cone 
Zone subcommittee.
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“Just trying to put the pieces in 
place so that, when we have the an-
swers we need, we can actually roll 
out this plan,” she said.

She added that some of the miss-
ing elements for the plan are the 
point of contact for the CDOT public 
information officer for the project 
and details of what the construction 
zone will look like.

Glenwood Springs had success 
with decorating fencing and bar-
ricades to assist wayfinding, Green 
stated, but what options will exist is 
unknown due to the lack of available 
construction details.

“The short answer is we need to be 
very creative,” she said.

Green noted that Glenwood 
Springs also had success with a con-
struction flagger on the project who 
danced and entertained drivers.

“Those little things, you never 

know what’s going to work or what 
will alleviate tensions, but these are 
the thinking outside the box and try-
ing to be creative to deal with some-
thing that has to get done,” she said.

Medina commented that the 
town/CDOT meeting appeared to be 
“very emotional,” particularly among 
business owners.

She then presented an idea from 
a constituent that the alley north of 
U.S. 160 downtown and between the 
highway and Lewis Street could be 
used to alleviate construction issues.

“It would have to be fixed and 
there would have to be some im-
provements to that, but there might 
be an option,” she said.

Green indicated that the Main 
Street board has previously discussed 
approaches to “activate the alleys,” 
as well as options for additional 
downtown parking spaces near the 
athletic field.

“These are all great ideas, but 
they’re going to get started now,” she 
said. “I don’t think there’s a budget 
allocated for any of these ideas, so 
that may have been a weakness in 
planning. So, the earliest we’re going 
to see some of these changes is after 
the busy summer season this year or 
maybe next year, but all good ideas, 
and we need to work towards those 
because I think we could utilize an 
enhanced alley down the road once 
we get past the construction.”

Maez commented that January 
sales tax revenues are up overall 
compared to last year, although col-
lections for lodging and food services 
taxes are down.

Green stated this was “interesting” 
because lodging tax was up slightly 
in January and significantly up in 
February.

Maez noted that this discrepancy 
could be partially attributable to in-

Archuleta County breaks ground on new transit facility
By Ashley Springer
Archuleta County

On the morning of April 15, 
Archuleta County commissioners 
Veronica Medina, Ronnie Maez and 
Warren Brown; County Manager Der-
ek Woodman; County Transportation 
Coordinator Kevin Bruce; Mountain 
Express Transit (MET) Dispatcher 
Lavonne Rababah; County Public 
Works Director Mike Torres; Princi-
pal Architect Brad Ash of Reynolds 
Ash + Associates; and bid awardee 
Buildings by Design (BBD) Managing 
Member Travis Lefever lined up with 
shovels in hand to break ground on a 
project five years in the making, the 
Archuleta County Transit Facility.

The facility is funded by multiple 

grant awards which began in 2019 
through Colorado Senate bill 267 and 
federal grant 5339, the Bus and Bus 
Facilities Grant Program. The county 
acquired $4.5 million with a local 
match of $622,000. 

The facility will house the county’s 
main bus terminal, a lobby and 
administrative offices. It will be 
accessible per the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and have ticketing 
purchase options.

“Archuleta County and Mountain 
Express Transit have been working 
towards this day since 2019, so it’s ex-
citing to see us finally break ground,” 
said Bruce. “The addition of the facil-
ity supports multimodal transporta-
tion within Pagosa Springs, Archuleta 
County and Southwest Colorado, 

giving users more connections and 
more choices.”

The new facility located at Harman 
Park will eventually allow riders to 
connect to routes outside the county. 

“We see a bright future where we 
are able to expand services to areas 
like Aspen Springs and support a 
greater connectivity to Durango and 
Grand Junction with the Bustang 
Outrider,” Bruce added. 

The Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) Bustang 
Outrider is a rural connection bus 
with the potential to take riders from 
Pagosa Springs to Grand Junction 
daily. 

“Equally as exciting is that the 
MET will receive a new bus in June 
of 2025, an all-electric paratransit 

vehicle by the first of the year, and 
three low-emissions propane ve-
hicles which should arrive close to 
the facility’s completion date of April 
2025,” Bruce added.

Present at the groundbreaking 
were members of BBD General Con-
tractors based in Brush, which was 
awarded the bid contract in late 2023.

“We expect the project to take 
between 10 and 12 months,” said 
BBD Vice President Merle Grauer. 
“The building is expected to take 10 
months, with the other two being 
mostly landscape related, which will 
be weather permitting.”

For current MET bus schedule 
information, please visit archul-
etacounty.org/MET or call (970) 
264-2250.

flation and price increases.
Green commented that having 

occupancy data would help analyze 
what the numbers mean.

She added that the tourism con-
ference will include a presentation 
from a consultant at the Colorado 
Tourism Conference on the econom-
ic impact of tourism, which would 
include information that Archuleta 
County has outpaced inflation and 
the growth of other tourism com-
munities in visitor spending in the 
last 10 years.

“So yes, post-pandemic, things 
have declined, but if you look at the 
longer trend, we are showing some 
significant impact especially com-
pared to where we started 10 years 
ago,” she said, adding that the growth 
of visitor spending in the county is 
outpacing nearby counties and the 
state as a whole.

josh@pagosasun.com
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provide services for large numbers of 
immigrants into the community.

He also stated that Colorado law 
prohibits him from arresting undocu-
mented immigrants on the basis of 
them being undocumented, limiting 
what options the county would have to 
curtail the arrival of migrants.

Medina raised concerns about what 
impact this resolution would have and 
if it was simply a “feel-good” resolu-
tion or political statement without any 
actionable elements.

An extensive debate followed on the 
issue where Brown objected to Me-
dina’s characterization of the resolu-
tion, stating that it did not feel good to 
him and that it was driven by a need 
to protect the county’s resources, 
which are already strained by the local 
population.

The board also discussed potential 
means to add “teeth” to the resolution, 
such as by drafting an ordinance that 
would give the sheriff enforcement 
options, although the group did not 
come to an agreement about what kind 
of ordinance would be useful or how 
to make it usable given the potential 
conflicts with state law.

At the request of the BoCC, 
Archuleta County Public Health De-
partment (ACPHD) Executive Director 
Ashley Wilson also spoke, noting that 
the ACPHD likely does not have the 
resources to address large outbreaks 
of diseases like measles.

At the April 9 BoCC work session, 
County Manager Derek Woodman 
asked the BoCC what steps it wanted 
to take in moving forward with the 
resolution.

Another debate followed, with Me-
dina expressing concerns about the 
wording and content of the resolution 
and stating that she would not support 
the current form of the resolution that 
Brown presented.

She also questioned the importance 
of passing a resolution, noting the like-
lihood of busloads of undocumented 
immigrants arriving in Archuleta 
County is low.

The debate concluded with the 
board agreeing that the other commis-
sioners could present friendly amend-
ments to the resolution.

Two versions of the proposed reso-
lution were attached to the agenda for 
the April 16 BoCC meeting, published 
on April 12.

At the April 16 BoCC work session, 
the commissioners again debated the 
resolution, with Medina noting that 
she presented a revised version of the 
resolution for potential approval, but 
that it was shorter and less detailed 
than she wished it to be due to her not 
having an opportunity to consult with 
legal counsel on the ideal wording.

She added that she felt she was 
“under duress” due to the short time 
provided for supplying friendly amend-
ments to the resolution given the 
agenda publication schedule.

Brown objected to this characteriza-
tion, commenting that he initially 
raised the issue over a month ago.

Medina also stated that she would 
expect county staff to bring forward a 
potential ordinance to make the resolu-
tion more enforceable quickly given the 
rapidity and urgency with which the 
resolution was moved forward.

At the April 16 BoCC meeting, 
Woodman presented the two versions 
of the resolution to the board prior to 
the board hearing public comments 
from Candace Jones and Lee Stopher 
on the issue.

Jones commented that the resolu-
tion reflects “paranoia, but not a lot of 
facts” and noted that the likelihood of 
undocumented immigrants being re-
located to the county is low, as Medina 
previously stated.

She questioned why the county has 
not made further efforts to indicate to 
the state that it cannot house undocu-
mented immigrants and if this would 
be a more effective step than passing 
a resolution.

Jones also asked what costs the 
county thinks undocumented immi-
grants would create for the community 
and what the basis for these expecta-
tions is.

She questioned what additional 
enforcement authority the county feels 
the sheriff needs and highlighted that 
the county already has a large number 
of tourists potentially carrying infec-
tious diseases who are not regulated 
or controlled by the county.

She commented that the county 
previously supported local opponents 
to masking and vaccination efforts by 
San Juan Basin Public Health, but “now 
you’re raising health concerns as an 
issue for keeping people out.”

She concluded that, if the BoCC 
passed the resolution, it should be 
“honest” about why and indicate that 
it was “giving in to reactionary con-
stituents” who feel threatened while 
making the county appear “paranoid” 
to outsiders.

Stopher also expressed objections 
to the resolution, stating that she feels 
the resolution is unnecessary and dif-
ficult to enforce.

She also commented that the reso-
lution is a “partisan document” and 
is in line with the positions of the 
Republican party, which has inhibited 
national immigration reform to ensure 
the issue escalates and can potentially 
benefit its presumptive presidential 
nominee in the 2024 election.

Stopher stated that the community 
has a large number of organizations 
that assist others in need and “you’re 
painting us all with a very negative 
brush.”

She concluded by stating that the 
resolution is a “huge waste of your 
time” and that she appreciated Me-
dina’s opposition to the proposal.

“I sit here and I think, proof has 
been asked here,” Maez said. “I would 
regrettably not want to have to tell that 
to the families that have lost children 
because of an illegal immigrant in the 
United States. The thing is, you’re bet-
ter ahead of the curve than behind the 
curve. It’s better to be proactive than 
reactive. I respect you guys’ opinion, 

you both know that I do, but in this mat-
ter, I’m looking out more for the welfare 
of the safety of the citizens of Archuleta 
County … instead of imposing a huge 
impact on the revenues of Archuleta 
County. … This is my best solution and 
it’s more of a statement, not an actual 
law. It’s not an ordinance. There could 
be an ordinance that will follow behind 
this, but this is merely a statement to 
state saying that we do not want this 
here unless everybody is willing to 
house a lot of people in their homes.”

Brown commented that he appreci-
ated Jones’ and Stopher’s comments, 
adding, “This is a position statement 
that were a non-sanctuary county. It’s 
not that we’re against any one indi-
vidual or any group of individuals; we 
simply do not have the resources that 
would enable us to provide services. 
And I think it’s a bad time to wait until 
after an emergency pops up for a dif-
ficult situation to try to cure it than 
getting ahead of it, I think, as Com-
missioner Maez alluded to, in trying 
to address this. This is real, this is hap-
pening in our state. It’s happening in 
other communities and I don’t see this 
as mean-spirited in any way. I see this 
as being very diligent to look out for the 
welfare of our county and to look after 
the resources, as few as they are, that 
we have available to us. So that was the 
intent here. … It’s been stated to me 
and some folks are concerned about 
a political rigamarole. I’m not really 
concerned with staying in office if that 
means I don’t do my job. I’m going to 
do my job … and however that comes 
and whatever result, it will be what it 
will be. That’s not my concern. I was 
voted in by the taxpayers to perform 
a particular job, and that’s what I’m 
doing.”

The board then discussed which of 

Sanctuary
n Continued from front the two versions of the resolution it 

would choose, with Maez express-
ing support for the shorter of the two 
resolutions.

This resolution notes the county’s 
support of legal immigration, its rec-
ognition of those worldwide seeking 
refuge from oppressive governments 
and its respect for the United States’ 
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that three business owners in Pagosa 
Springs have volunteered to be a part 
of a working group to work with CDOT 
to provide feedback and represent the 
town’s business community’s needs 
throughout this project.

“Those were the big things that we 
wanted to let you know,” Schwantes 
stated.

The three business owners who 
volunteered for that role are JR Ford, 
Jeremy Buckingham and Evelyn Ten-
nyson.

“We’re hoping that this gives us an 
opportunity to look a little more closely 
at this project, an opportunity to 
continue our conversations with the 
business community here, and we 
certainly understand that this com-
munity has been under construction 
for the last few years and we appreci-
ate your patience and we understand 
that … you are going through some 
construction fatigue. So, hopefully, 
this gives you a little breather for some 
uninterrupted business to take place 
in your downtown community with-
out any construction interruptions,” 
Schwantes added.

In a later interview with Ford, he 
mentioned this is a good opportunity 
for the town to have more input on the 
project but that it will also take more 
work and communication between the 
town and CDOT.

“I think it’s created a lot of work ... I 
think that there will be a lot of things 
that we can suggest to the state now 
that they wouldn’t have had time to 
include in their plan,” he said.

He noted that he already has about 
30 items in the plan that he’d like to 
address.

“It’ll be fun to meet with the state 
and see how open they are to this … 
they’re probably breathing a little bit 
easier right now, too,” Ford added.

He also mentioned that he would 
like to see some local contractors get to-
gether to potentially bid on the project.

Ford explained that some of his 
ideas moving forward are to section-
alize the project into “bite-size” jobs 
so that only small sections of the town 
may be shut down at a time, rather 
than the entire downtown sector being 
affected at the same time.

In a later interview with Schwantes, 
she mentioned that “we [CDOT] truly 
do believe that it is an opportunity to 
go back and take a really hard look at 
the project design and the specifica-
tions that are in the bid, so that we can 
fine-tune it.’’

During the meeting, Rick Holter, 
chair of the Main Street board, spoke 
to the news of the bid being rejected, 
saying, “We are, I think like most of you, 
pretty excited about this news. We’re 
excited about this news because it is a 
big opportunity. It’s a big opportunity 
to answer a bunch of the unanswered 
questions that we’ve had through this 
process.”

In a later interview with Holter, he 
explained that after a few “emotional” 
meetings about the project, this meet-
ing “was kind of like a nice release.”

He also mentioned that he would 
like to see businesses working together 
and thinking creatively on how to help 
each other throughout this project.

“I think there’s a lot of opportunities 
here to think creatively,” Holter added.

During the meeting, Mayor Shari 
Pierce encouraged people to continue 
to stay involved with the project and to 
voice their concerns to the three busi-
ness owners in the working group that 
will be meeting directly with the state.

“Let’s don’t lose this momentum, 
please,” she said. “Please, please, stay 
involved because that year is going to 
go fast.”

Pagosa Springs Community Devel-
opment Corporation (PSCDC) Ex-
ecutive Director Emily Lashbrooke also 
spoke during the meeting, emphasiz-
ing the opportunities ahead.

“What an opportunity we have in 
front of us … we have an opportunity 
to provide feedback directly to CDOT 
with our committee,” she said.

Lashbrooke also encouraged peo-
ple to continue to meet with and 
communicate their concerns with the 
working group. 

She noted that those three individu-
als will have an input on the outcome 
of this reconstruction project and that 
they can not guarantee what is going 
to change in the plan, “but we have the 
opportunity to try.” 

“We have the opportunity to be at 
the table and speak to the powers that 

be,” she said.
Lashbrooke also spoke about how 

this is uncommon for CDOT to extend 
the timeline on the project.

“CDOT doesn’t do this,” she said, 
explaining that although the bid came 
in over budget, CDOT could’ve found 
a way to go through with it.

“Do you think CDOT could’ve gone 
and found that $6.6 million? Yes, they 
could have, but they didn’t. They heard 
you. They respected what you had to 
say. They want to change the path of 
trajectory. They want to include us in 
the solution. It is our job to show up,” 
Lashbrooke said.

In the interview with Schwantes, 
she indicated, “We [CDOT] could’ve 
definitely said, ‘Hey, we do need to 
get this project through now’ … we 
could’ve made our case.”

However, she explained, CDOT felt 
it was best to “take a step back” and 
continue to work with the Pagosa 
Springs community to figure out the 
best way forward.

She also explained that CDOT will 
be reevaluating the project package 
and setting up meetings with the town’s 
working group to “hear what the con-
cerns are and listen to them so that we 
can maybe incorporate a bit more of 
those concerns into the specifications.”

She added, “We’re looking forward 
to continuing to work together for a 
better project being put out to bid in 
the fall.”

During the meeting, Lashbrooke 
reiterated how this is “unheard of” 
from CDOT and that, “we are, again, 
in southwest Colorado, setting the 
example for the state.”

Lashbrooke also went on to explain 
that the PSCDC and Region 9 are 
looking into the possibility of having a 
COVID fund account reactivated which 
would allow businesses to apply for a 
loan up to $10,000 at a zero percent 
interest rate.

“The best thing that could’ve hap-
pened to us is that they rejected the 
bid, and they did … you all should be 
celebrating this day,” Lashbrooke said.

During the meeting an audience 
member voiced concern about the new 
timeline, noting that every year and 
every month things get more expensive 
and that “this project is not going to get 

any cheaper, whatsoever, the further 
that we push it off.”

The audience member questioned 
if that is something that the town and 
CDOT are taking into consideration.

“I want this project to go forward, 
the right way, because I think it will be 
a really good thing for the community,” 
they added.

Schwantes replied to the concern, 
saying, “We’re really anxious and look-
ing forward to the project being put 
back out to bid with multiple bids put 
in” this fall. 

She noted that during the fall season 
construction companies are often look-
ing to bid jobs for the upcoming spring 
to ensure they have work.

“So, hopefully, it’ll be more com-
petitive,” she added.

One of the last people to speak at 
the meeting was Jeremy Martin, a 
member of the Main Street Advisory 
Board.

Martin brought up the possibility of 
the town being able to have its Fourth 
of July parade go through downtown 
this summer since there won’t be any 
construction going on. 

He noted that it usually takes up to 
six months for the town to get a permit 
to have the parade go along U.S. 160, 
but asked if CDOT would be able to 
expedite that process in any way.

“I promise that will be the first thing 
I ask tomorrow morning when I get to 
the office,” Schwantes replied.

Pierce indicated that the town will 
be working on updating its July 4 pa-
rade plans.

Reconstruction
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history as a “beacon of freedom” before 
stating that the saturation of “displaced 
people” in urban Colorado has led to 
dispersion of some of these peoples 
into rural areas and creates the pos-
sibility that these people could arrive 
in Archuleta County.

It adds that the county lacks the 
resources to address the needs of its 
current residents and cannot support 
more before stating the county’s sup-
port for its citizens and taxpayers.

“Archuleta County declares that it is 
NOT a sanctuary county and will not 
open shelters or provide services, 
other than emergency services, to 
unsheltered homeless individuals 
that may arrive in unincorporated 
Archuleta County,” the resolution 
states. “Archuleta County will con-
tinue to prioritize the needs of our 
local citizens.”

It concludes by noting that the 
county supports the sheriff ’s office 

in upholding the law and federal im-
migration policy and calling upon 
the county Board of Health to “issue 
proactive and responsive Public Health 
Orders regarding how an influx of 
immigrants would impact Archuleta 
County’s services and supplies.”

Brown commented that he appreci-
ated Maez’s support of this version of 
the resolution and that it was some-
thing he could “live with.”

However, he added that this version 
of the resolution “falls short” of spe-
cifically highlighting the number of 
immigrants taken on by Denver, which 
is a sanctuary city, and their potential 
distribution across the state.

Brown commented that, despite 
these concerns, he would not be op-
posed to the “softer” version of the 
resolution.

Maez asked why the version of the 
resolution he favored is softer than the 
version Brown supported.

Brown commented that the version 

he supported more specifically high-
lighted Denver’s role as a sanctuary 
city in this issue.

He added that the version Maez 
preferred also did not speak to the 
county’s sympathy for humanitarian 
issues involved.

“I can live with this,” he said. “It’s 
just soft. And I’m OK with soft. We’re 
still stating the same position. If that’s 
what the other two commissioners feel 
OK with, I’m not opposed to it.”

Maez commented that he is not 
opposed to being more “stern,” but 
he was stating which resolution he 
liked best.

Brown then noted the differences 
between the versions of the resolu-
tion that he and Maez preferred, 
stating that his preferred language 
included language noting Denver’s 
status as a sanctuary city, language 
pointing out the negative impact of il-

Sanctuary
n Continued from A6

n See Sanctuary A8
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cover at the site, which has reduced the 
amount of space consumed by cover 
daily, and the new compactor are likely 
factors in the increased lifespan. 

Cell 4B also can be made far bigger 
than expected, Woodman commented, 
helping provide more space for storing 
waste, and thus a longer lifespan for 
the landfill.

Woodman stated that the county 
acquiring a scale to measure waste 
coming into the landfill was also a key 
element in the changing projection, 
noting that, according to data he had 
reviewed, the county was consistently 
overestimating the amount of waste 
coming into the landfill prior to its 
installation.

He concluded by highlighting that 
the increased lifespan of the landfill is 
good news for the county and will make 
efforts to replace or obtain additional 
land for the landfill less urgent.

“It really takes the urgency out of it, 
and now it’s just we gotta figure this 
out,” he said.

Landfill updates and  
construction

At the April 9 Archuleta County 
Board of County Commissioners 
(BoCC) work session, the board heard 
an update from Public Works Direc-
tor Michael Torres on activities at the 
landfill.

Torres stated that the Solid Waste 
Department is still waiting for approval 
of the repaired cell 4A at the landfill 
from the Colorado Department of Pub-
lic Health and Environment (CDPHE).

He indicated that the county sub-
mitted a report on the repair to the 
CDPHE, but received feedback from 
the CDPHE about questions and con-
cerns, which SEH has since answered.

Torres commented that he hopes to 

have a response from the CDPHE in 
the next few weeks, adding, “That’s re-
ally what we’re waiting on to get things 
moving ... down there.”

He explained that, during the win-
ter, a leachate pump at the landfill 
failed and that county staff are working 
to install its replacement.

He stated that the department is 
also looking at going out to bid on the 
construction of cell 4B and is perform-
ing survey verification of property lines 
and other steps to prepare for this.

Torres added that the county previ-
ously put the project out to bid last year 
but did not move forward with the 
project at that point.

He commented that he hopes the 
county can move forward with the 
project this year, although he was not 
sure if it would be fully completed 
since a significant amount of dirt and 
trash would have to be relocated for 
the project.

He stated that staff are beginning 
work on taking dirt out of the cell 4B 
area and are planning to use this dirt 
as cover dirt once cell 4A is approved 
by the CDPHE to help alleviate issues 
with cover shortages.

Torres concluded that staff are also 
working on moving scrap metal at the 
landfill and preparing for this year’s Big 
Spring Clean event.

Commissioner Warren Brown 
asked if Torres had made any progress 
on obtaining a message board at the 
landfill office area.

Woodman explained that this board 
could be located at the landfill and 
potentially others could be located on 
roads leading to the landfill to provide 
updates on its status.

He added that such message boards 
would also have to comply with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act.

Brown stated that a sign at the land-

fill could help communicate upcoming 
closures and other events to help keep 
landfill users, particularly waste haul-
ers, informed.

Commissioner Ronnie Maez com-
mented that he would like to know how 
much such signs would cost.

“If we don’t have it, we don’t have 
to put it, either,” he said.

“The cost of not communicating is 
pretty high, as well,” Brown replied.

“I think they do a pretty good job of 
it now,” Maez said.

Brown stated that he agreed that 
landfill staff try to communicate “very 
diligently,” but that he had spoken with 
citizens requesting better communica-
tion at the landfill.

Torres stated that he would look into 
the issue.

Commissioner Veronica Medina 
asked where the county is on relocating 
its recycling facility.

Torres stated that the county is in 
the “preliminary design” phase for 
such a relocation and is moving for-
ward with having a design for a new 
recycling facility completed.

Medina then asked if there has been 
any progress on looking at other prop-
erties near the landfill for potential 
expansion.

She added that such plans might 
not be moving forward due to the SEH 
report stating the life of the landfill is 
longer than previously expected.

Torres stated that there are no cur-
rent plans on this due to the number 
of other issues that the department is 
dealing with but that it could be some-
thing to pursue in the future.

Medina then asked if conversations 
are still ongoing with companies that 
were potentially interested in taking 
over landfill operations.

Woodman stated that these conver-
sations have “kind of stalled” due to 

mergers, although there is still interest 
in the possibility.

He added that this project would 
have to go out for a request for pro-
posals and that further conversations 
cannot occur without this since they 
could prejudice the process.

At the April 16 BoCC  meeting, the 
board approved two supplemental 
letter agreements with SEH for landfill 
consulting services for 2024 and for 
engineering services for cell 4B.

The consulting services were ap-
proved at a cost not to exceed $148,700, 
while the engineering services for cell 
4B were approved at a cost not to ex-
ceed $164,000.

At a BoCC work session earlier in 
the day, Torres explained that the 
landfill consulting services involve as-
sisting the county with monitoring and 
reporting at the site and with staying in 
compliance with the CDPHE.

He also stated that the engineering 
services will help the county start the 
bid process for the construction of 
cell 4B.

Torres indicated that the county has 
$1.7 million budgeted for cell 4B and 
that the costs of the project would likely 
be around $2 million.

He added that the cell would be 
“huge” (about four to five acres) and 
would likely need to be completed over 
multiple years.

Brown stated and Torres confirmed 
that the higher cost is due to a “mis-
understanding” by the county of the 
size of the cell, with the final cell being 
larger than expected.

Woodman commented that he is 
hopeful that putting the project out to 
bid again may encourage lower bids 
and that staff doing pre-excavation 
work might reduce the cost of the 
project.

josh@pagosasun.com

$1,489.50 in “road gravel,” while the 
March accounts payable state that the 
county bought an additional $3,164 in 
“shot rock.”

Weber Sand and Gravel is located 
on Running Iron Ranch, which is 
owned by the Pagosa Area Water and 
Sanitation District (PAWSD) and the 
San Juan Water Conservancy District 
(SJWCD), and its registered agent 
is Donald Andrew “Andy” Weber, 
according to Colorado secretary of 
state’s website.

According to communications 
from PAWSD staff, these sales of 
gravel to the county may be in vio-
lation of the lease for Running Iron 
Ranch held by the Weber family.

PAWSD Business Manager Aaron 
Burns states in a communication 
that the 2023 lease on the prop-
erty did not allow sales of gravel, 
rocks and dirt to entities other than 
PAWSD and A and M Construction, 
a construction company for whom 
Weber is also the registered agent, 
according to the Colorado secretary 
of state’s website.

Burns indicates that a 2024 lease 
has not been finalized, meaning that 
only reclamation activities can take 
place at the ranch.

PAWSD Programs Manager Renee 
Lewis adds in a communication that 
PAWSD would have to consult its 
attorney to determine if the sales 
constitute a lease violation.

SJWCD president Candace Jones 
comments in a communication, not-
ing that she was speaking from her 
expertise as a lawyer and not for the 
board, “The lease extension signed for 
2023 included specific limits on the 
scope of extracting and selling gravel 
from Running Iron Ranch. There was 
a limit on the amount of gravel to be 
extracted and the permitted buyer. 
If the Webers mined or sold gravel 
outside those parameters, they would 
have violated the lease.

“The next logical question would 

be whether or not either PAWSD or 
SJWCD would take some action to 
hold the Webers to account for any 
violation. Reacting to a breach entails 
some assessment of damage,” Jones 
adds, noting that the district would 
have to have further information to 
make this assessment.

In an interview, County Manager 
Derek Woodman stated that the 
county purchased gravel extensively 
from Weber Sand and Gravel on an 
“as-available” basis when the gravel 
pit was previously open to the public.

He indicated that the materials the 
county purchased from the Webers 
were all used as fill and base materi-
als for the North Pagosa Boulevard 
culvert reconstruction project that 
began in November 2023 and con-
tinued in the spring of 2024.

Woodman added that, to his un-
derstanding, the purchases occurred 
when county Public Works Director 
Michael Torres reached out to Weber 
Sand and Gravel to look for the rock 
products needed for the project and 
the Webers had them available.

He added that the products the 
county obtained from the Webers are 
specialty materials for the specific 
work being done on North Pagosa 
Boulevard and that the county does 
not have any currently planned proj-
ects that would utilize such materials.

An extended lease for the Webers 
to continue agricultural activities 
and gravel mining on Running Iron 
Ranch was approved by the SJWCD 
Board of Directors on Dec. 14, 2022, 
and the PAWSD Board of Directors on 
Dec. 15, 2022.

According to the lease agreement, 
this lease ran from Jan. 4, 2023, to Jan. 
3, 2024, and included a provision that 
the gravel sales by the Webers would 
only be made to PAWSD and to A 
and M Construction, which was con-
tracted to perform excavation work at 
PAWSD’s Snowball water treatment 
plant expansion project, for which 
PAWSD was also purchasing gravel.

At the Dec. 14, 2023, PAWSD board 
meeting, Weber presented a proposal 
to the board for another lease exten-
sion for 2024 that would allow Weber 
Sand and Gravel to sell gravel and 
rock on the property to entities be-
sides PAWSD and PAWSD contractors 
in exchange for PAWSD being paid 
royalties for the gravel sold.

After hearing public comment 
from neighbors of the Running Iron 
Ranch opposing the extension, the 
PAWSD board voted unanimously 
to enter into negotiations with the 
Webers concerning a lease extension.

However, conflicts arose when the 
SJWCD board took a stance oppos-
ing the extension of the gravel min-
ing lease, citing concerns about the 
extension’s potential impact on the 
SJWCD’s reservoir project on the site.

This opposition led to an exchange 
of letters between the SJWCD and 
PAWSD boards in January and March, 
which was followed by the SJWCD 
board discussing potential negotia-
tions with the PAWSD board and its 
newly formed Running Iron Ranch 
subcommittee concerning the lease 
at its March 18 meeting.

Burns states that the renewal of 
both mining and grazing leases for 
the Webers at Running Iron Ranch 
are “on hold after receiving the letter 
from SJWCD expressing their oppo-
sition to the renewal of the mining 
lease.”

He notes that the SJWCD did not 
oppose extending the grazing lease, 
but that execution of this lease was 
delayed due to the ongoing negotia-
tions between the parties.

“The 2023 lease has expired and 
there is no arrangement for residing 
or operating on the property other 
than reclamation work that would be 
ongoing,” he adds.

Lewis adds that the reclamation 
work does not include the sale of 
gravel to entities besides PAWSD or 
contractors for the district.

PAWSD Engineer/Manager Justin 

Ramsey indicates in a communica-
tion that Archuleta County is not a 
contractor for PAWSD, either on the 
Snowball expansion project or any 
other district project.

Lewis also indicates that PAWSD 
has not been informed of or autho-
rized any sales of gravel to outside 
entities during the period covered by 
the county purchases.

PAWSD board chairman Jim Smith 
indicated in an interview that he was 
not notified of any sales to the county.

Jones states in a communication 
that she was also not informed of 
gravel sales to the county in 2024 and 
that she was not aware of any other 
SJWCD board members being told of 
these sales.

“During 2023, I was aware only of 
the sales to PAWSD permitted by the 
lease extension,” she adds.

Former SJWCD board member and 
president Al Pfister states in a com-
munication, “I was not informed of 
any sale of gravel to Archuleta County 
by Weber Sand and Gravel. To the best 
of my knowledge, no one else on the 
Board approved of such sales.”

Weber Sand and Gravel did not 
respond to a request for comments 
on the sales.

josh@pagosasun.com

Violations
n Continued from front

legal immigrants on legal immigrants, 
and language stating that the county 
recognizes the humanitarian plight of 
immigrants and supports immigration 
through legal channels.

Medina commented that she sup-
plied the language that Maez favored 
and stated that she left out the language 
concerning the county recognizing the 
plight of migrants was because this 
sentiment is already expressed earlier 
in the resolution.

“As you well know, we have talked 
about this topic ad nauseum,” Me-
dina said. “While I do not necessarily 
disagree that we need to let the gov-
ernor know that we cannot support 
a busload of people that have no 
means of taking care of themselves 
that are not sheltered or do not have 
shelter, my greatest concern is for 
our community and whether it’s il-

legal or just homeless or whatever it 
might be, that’s my concern for our 
county, hence why I pushed back. I 
have said that I didn’t see the urgency 
in this. It is good to be ahead of the 
curve, absolutely, and I have talked 
to other commissioners in Colorado 
and some of the reasons that they 
have agreed to put a resolution in 
place. Contrary to popular belief, it 
is not because of the party line, it is 
because of the detrimental effects on 
small communities that do not have 
the resources to provide shelter, food, 
clothing to these individuals. For that 
reason, I know I’ve pushed hard back 
on both commissioners in trying to do 
the right thing for Archuleta County, 
so I will open the floor for a motion.”

Brown then moved to approve the 
version of the resolution that he pre-
ferred.

“How is that harder than the one I 

read?” Maez said.
“It just has more factual,” Brown 

replied.
“It’s more direct toward Denver and 

all that, but I don’t see how it’s much 
harder,” Maez said. “The principal’s 
still the same.”

“That’s why I don’t have an issue,” 
Brown said.

Medina then seconded Brown’s 
motion, which passed unanimously.

“Again, appreciate,” Medina con-
cluded. “And it did drag out way too 
long. Again, this is about our county, 
the resources that we have and what we 
cannot afford, and I do look forward for 
staff to put together a ordinance and it 
would not be about the individual, but 
there’s a different direction that we can 
take to give law enforcement some-
thing to actually enforce. So, thank you, 
commissioners.”

josh@pagosasun.com

Sanctuary
n Continued from A7
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Help your health during the upcoming prescribed burns
By Amy Nitchman
Archu le ta  Coun ty  Pub l i c  Hea l th  
Department 

The U.S. Forest Service, Pagosa 
Ranger District is planning to con-
duct prescribed burns throughout 
the month of April in Turkey Springs 
area. 

Prescribed burns help to mitigate 
the devastation that can occur with 
natural wildfires that are harder to 
control. All wood smoke, whether 
from wildfires, prescribed burns or 
from residential wood stoves, can 
impact your health. 

According to the Colorado De-
partment of Public Health and En-

vironment (CDPHE), breathing in 
wood smoke can “irritate the eyes, 
nose and throat; cause wheezing, 
coughing, and difficulty breathing; 
and worsen asthma, other lunge 
disease, and heart disease.” 

Keep asthma relief medication 
on-hand and contact your doctor if 
symptoms worsen or you experience 
chest pain or difficulty breathing. 

High particle pollution has been 
shown to increase the incidence of 
hospitalization and death due to 
cardiovascular events, including 
heart attack, congestive heart failure, 
arrhythmias and ischemic stroke, ac-
cording to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. 

Take measures to protect yourself 
and your family. 

Avoid going outdoors in areas 
close to prescribed burns and wear 
an N95 mask if you must do activity 
outdoors. Other types of masks do 
not filter fine particles and will not 
provide protection from breathing 
in smoke. Consult with your doctor 
before wearing a respirator if you 
have asthma or another lung or heart 
condition. 

Keep air inside the home as clean 
as possible by keeping doors and 
windows closed, running the HVAC 
system and changing the filters 
frequently during periods of heavy 
smoke. You can create a filter fan by 

attaching a furnace filter to a box fan 
if you do not have an air conditioner 
or HVAC system. Visit https://www.
pscleanair.gov/525/DIY-Air-Filter 
to watch a video with step-by-step 
instructions or find the DIY video on 
the Archuleta County Public Health 
Department’s Facebook page. 

N95 masks are available at 
Archuleta County Public Health 
Department for those with health 
concerns due to the possible smoke 
exposure. It is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Learn more about protecting your 
health from wood smoke by visiting 
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/wood-
smoke-and-your-health.

Continental Divide Trail partners, communities 
gearing up for another season of activity
By Audra Labert
Continental Divide Trail Coalition

The month of April marks the 
beginning of the height of the season 
on the Continental Divide National 
Scenic Trail (CDT), with locals and 
visitors alike flocking to get outdoors 
as temperatures rise and snow begins 
to melt. 

This year thousands of visitors will 
explore sections of the CDT and many 
will even attempt to hike the trail in its 
entirety from the borders of Mexico 
to Canada. Early estimates place the 
number of likely thru-hikers, or CDT 
visitors attempting to hike the trail in 
its entirety, around 800-1,000 thru-
attempts in the 2024 season. 

Renowned as one of the most 
remote and scenic long-distance 
trails in the world, the CDT traverses 
the spine of the continent, spanning 
3,100 miles through the states of New 
Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho 
and Montana. 

Connecting more than 20 desig-
nated CDT Gateway Communities 
and dozens of other Rocky Mountain 

rural communities, the CDT provides 
access to some of the most iconic 
landscapes in the West, including 
Old Faithful in Yellowstone, the tow-
ering 14,000-foot peaks of Colorado, 
the first designated wilderness in 
the Gila, and the glaciers of Glacier 
National Park.

“Springtime in the Rocky Moun-
tain West is a time of awakening 
and re-emergence. For northbound 
travelers along the CDT, it is also the 
time of excitement and anticipation 
for the adventure that awaits them 
as they travel along the major wa-
tershed of North America and fol-
low the spring melt along the way,” 
said Teresa Martinez, executive 
director at the Continental Divide 
Trail Coalition (CDTC). “For some, 
it will set in motion lifelong dreams 
of a journey across the continent 
and all the lessons, discoveries, 
and relationships they will forge 
along the way. The reward is the 
experience of knowing they have 
journeyed along one of the most 
special places on the North Ameri-
can continent and that their stories 

are now intertwined.”
In Colorado, the CDT travels 750 

miles following the Continental 
Divide from the San Juans to the 
south, moving north connecting 
with Rocky Mountain National 
Park and up through the Medicine 
Bow Mountains. The CDT connects 
Pagosa Springs, South Fork, Lake 
City, Salida, Leadville/Twin Lakes, 
Grand Lake and Steamboat Springs, 
and provides a gateway to the out-
doors for locals and a boost for the 
regional economy. 

In a 2023 survey of 134 small busi-
ness owners, 71 percent of businesses 
in designated CDT Gateway Commu-
nities reported seeing an increase in 
traffic from trail users. 

The CDTC is the main private 
partner in the stewardship of the CDT 
and provides hiking resources such 
as day and overnight hiking guides, 
as well as a CDT Interactive Map, to 
better plan visits to the trail for users 
of all types and experience levels. 

Peak season is a critical time for 
stewards and volunteers of the CDT, 
too, with CDT partners organizing 

dozens of projects each year to build, 
maintain and complete the trail. 

In 2023, the CDTC and other part-
ner organizations contributed more 
than 32,033 volunteer hours valued 
at $1.19 million through volunteer 
projects, community stewardship 
events and trail adopters. 

The 2024 season promises another 
exciting year on the CDT, with volun-
teer opportunities and community 
events planned across the trail this 
year. 

About the CDTC
The CDTC was founded in 2012 by 

volunteers and recreationists hoping 
to provide a unified voice for the trail. 
Working hand-in-hand with the U.S. 
Forest Service and other federal land 
management agencies, the CDTC is 
a nonprofit partner supporting stew-
ardship of the CDT. 

The mission of the CDTC is to 
complete, promote and protect the 
CDT as a world-class national re-
source. 

For more information, please visit 
continentaldividetrail.org.

DUST2 announces dates and programming for 2024
By Janine Emmets
DUST2

As spring sets in, DUST2 is gearing 
up for its 2024 programming. 

Both the middle school summer 
camp and the fall cycling team have 
become very popular over the last few 
years, so spots are limited in both pro-
grams. Make sure to sign up quickly.

The middle school summer camp 

will be June 24-28 this year. Program-
ming runs from 8 a.m. to noon each 
day. Kids will focus on different skills 
as well as ride the fun trails we have 
here in Pagosa. The summer camp is 
open to kids going into fifth through 
eighth grade in the fall of 2024. 

The fall cycling team will start Aug. 
5 and is open to kids going into sixth 
through 12th grade in the fall of 2024. 
Students in high school will have the 

opportunity to race with the Colorado 
High School Cycling League if they 
choose to. Middle school students 
focus more on skills and adventure 
riding. 

Registration for both summer 
camp and fall team opens on May 1. 
Registration links will be posted on 
Facebook and Instagram, as well as 
on the DUST2 website: www.dustx2.
org.

Rio Grande National Forest to discuss 2024 wildfire season
By Gregg Goodland
Rio Grande National Forest

Wildfire season is upon us. 
Join Doug Currie, forest fire man-

agement officer for the Rio Grande 
National Forest as he talks about the 
local fire season outlook and how he 
is preparing for it at the upcoming 

Forest Specialist Series presentation.
Currie has nearly 30 years of expe-

rience in wildfire response, pre-
scribed fire and incident manage-
ment throughout Alaska, the south-
ern and western U.S.

The online program will be held 
Wednesday, April 24, at 5 p.m. in part-
nership with the San Juan Mountains 

Association. Visit the Rio Grande 
National Forest website or Facebook 
page for event information.

This event is part of the Rio Grande 
National Forest’s Forest Specialist 
Series, a once-monthly online pre-
sentation to share information. We 
hope you’ll join us to learn more 
about your local public lands.
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Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts 
Probate • Elder Law

970-507-8528 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

next to Restoration Church, behind City Market

Attorney

Accounting

Professional Directory

JJ Accounting 
Services

264-5330 • 80 County Road 600 • FAX 264-4451

We can assist you with the following:
• Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
• Payroll and Payroll Taxes • W2s & 1099s
• Income Taxes:

Personal • LLC • Partnerships
Corporations • Electronic Filing

Storage & Office

Pagosa Springs 
Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place
behind Home Expo Center

Prices start 
at $2500

Sizes available: 5’x5’, 5’x10’,
10’x10’, 10’x15’, 10’x20’, and 10’x30’

For rental information call
Chris (970) 749-2867

Join our Professional Directory.
$35 per week, 4 week minimum 

with no changes to ad. Call today!

n See Track A11

ROOFING
Standing Seam/Pro Panel Roofing, Roof Heating Ice Melt Systems, 

Roof Repair, Sheet Metal and Excavation Services 

(970) 799-6278 
42belowconstructioncompany@gmail.com

Local and Proudly Serving 
Pagosa Springs for seven years

91 Stevens Lake Rd., Pagosa Springs

Affordable Kitchens
Masterpiece Cabinetry

(Lifetime Warranty)

970-749-4335
Merillat.com

Proudly serving Pagosa Springs for 25 years.

•Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottles•

WINES & LIQUORS
Non-Sale Items Only • Coupon not valid for beer purchases

264-2749
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
East Pagosa Springs
Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Plan ahead - Closed Sundays Colo. State Law

264-2749
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
East Pagosa Springs
Mon.-Sat. Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Sun. Open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Track

Lady Pirates win meet, Pirates take second
By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
(PSHS) Lady Pirate track and field 
team took first at the Bob Archibeque 
Invitational on April 12 in Cortez, 
with their Pirate counterparts taking 
second on the boys’ side.

“We had a great day in Cortez,” 
coach Connie O’Donnell states in an 
email to The SUN. “It was windy, but 
beautiful. Such a difference from just 
a week ago.”

That wind, she indicates, affected 
the sprint events on the day, with the 
Lady Pirates not improving times.

However, it didn’t stop PSHS ath-
letes from logging several top fin-
ishes.

Rylie Carr took first in both the 
100-meter and 200-meter dashes.

In the 100, she finished with a time 
of 13.23 seconds. She was followed by 
Annabelle Parker, who took second 
with a time of 14.06 seconds. Lexi 
Campbell finished third with a time 
of 14.32 seconds. Aspen Pitcher fin-
ished fifth in 14.44 seconds.

In the 200, Carr finished in 27.54 
seconds. Pitcher finished fourth in 
29.61 seconds. Annie O’Donnell took 
eighth with a time of 30.13 seconds. 
Adelyn Hittle took 16th in 31.28 
seconds.

Annie O’Donnell took first in the 
400-meter dash with a time of 1 
minute, 1.36 seconds — a personal 
best time and her first time running 
the event this season, according to 
Connie O’Donnell. 

Annie O’Donnell is now ranked 
10th in 3A in the state for the event, 
the coach indicates.

Carr also ran the event for the first 
time this season and finished second 
with a time of 1:04.37. Hittle finished 
fifth with a time of 1:09.96.

Honestye Sweet took 12th in the 
800-meter run with a time of 3:13.66. 
She was followed by Charlotte Duran-
ton in 13th in 3:13.97, Marie Smith in 
14th in 3:19.02 and Gwendolyn Tyler 
in 18th in 3:45.72.

Sweet finished seventh in the 
1,600-meter run with a time of 
6:53.44. Madisen Stretton finished 
ninth in 7:01.29, and Tyler finished 
13th in 8:45.57.

In the 3,200-meter run, Duranton 
finished third with a time of 14:38.77. 
Smith took sixth with a time of 
14:54.09. Stretton finished eighth in 
15:27.25.

In the 100-meter hurdles, Elissa 
Mars finished fifth in 19.46 seconds, 
Kylie Ketchum took seventh with a 
time of 19.72 seconds, and Eden Con-
nor finished 10th in 21.97 seconds.

Mars took eighth in the 300-meter 
hurdles with a time of 1:00.89, and 
Conner followed in ninth in 1:01.15.

The 4x100-meter relay team of 
Campbell, Pitcher, Parker and Carr 
took first with a time of 52.01 seconds, 
which Connie O’Donnell notes is an 
improved time.

The team of Parker, Campbell, 
Pitcher and Mars finished first in 
the 4x200-meter relay with a time of 
1:54.61.

In the4x400-meter relay, the team 
of Annie O’Donnell, Hittle, Ketchum 
and Hadley Phillips won with a time 
of 4:37.99.

“We finally ran a competitive 4x4 
and now have a place to start on our 
pursuit to qualifying for state there 
as well,” the coach notes. “We will be 
looking at loading our medley relay 
soon as well.”

All three Lady Pirate high jumpers 
logged jumps of 4 feet, 8 inches, with 
the results showing Jordan Lindstrom 
in second, Ketchum in third and An-
nie O’Donnell in fifth.

“Our girls high jump is going 
great,” according to the coach. “Jor-
dan didn’t improve this weekend, but 
she is the leader of the group. The one 
thing that you can always count on 
is Jordan building up both boys and 
girls in the high jump. All of our high 
jumpers are jumping higher earlier 
than last year.”

Mars finished fourth in the long 
jump with a distance of 14-5.25, Hittle 
followed in sixth with a jump of 14-
1.25 and Nevaeh Evans finished 14th 
with a distance of 12-6.

Campbell took first in the triple 
jump with a distance of 32-9.5. She 
was followed by Lindstrom, who 
took second with a distance of 30-9. 
Dawson Iverson finished fifth with a 
distance of 25-0.5.

“Both Lexi Campbell and Jordan 
Lindstrom got their best triple jumps 
of the year so far,” Connie O’Donnell 

faster.”
The 4x400 team of Jeremiah Jones, 

Castaneda, Aidan Vega and Beck 
finished third with a time of 4:02.68.

“The high jump was also a fun 
event for Pagosa in Cortez,” O’Donnell 
notes. “The event wrapped up with a 
jump off for Creede and Jaxten for 
1st place. Both got personal records 
in the event. Jeremiah Jones is right 
there too.”

Dozier took first with a height of 6 
feet, with Jaxten Schiel following in 
second and Jones taking third with 
jumps of 5-10. Milo Dietemeyer fin-
ished seventh with a height of 5-4.

Lucero and Dozier tied for second 
in the long jump with distances of 20-
10. Schiel finished fifth with a jump 
of 19-0, and Dietemeyer followed in 
sixth with a jump of 18-11.

“Creede Dozier and Colton Lucero 
both had outstanding jumps in the 
long jump with personal bests,” the 
coach wrote. “Both are top 10 in the 
state in 3A right now. Jaxten Schiel is 
also in the mix in the long jump. He 
has the potential to be right there with 
them in the next week.”

The Pirates also fared well in the 
triple jump, with Dozier taking first 
with a distance of 40-2, Schiel taking 
second with a distance of 36-11.75 
and Frame finishing ninth with a 
distance of 30-5.

“We are just jumping really well,” 
the coach adds. “It’s such a good feel 
on our team right now. They are all 
rooting for each other and feeding 
off of each other’s success. I really 

couldn’t ask for anything more. This 
team is just a dream come true as far 
as how much they love and support 
each other.”

Vega finished ninth in the discus 
with a throw of 83-6, with Emile 
Schneider taking 13th with a throw 
of 79-11.

The same pair competed in shot 
put, with Vega taking 13th with a dis-
tance of 29-3 and Schneider finishing 
18th with a distance of 25-5.

“Overall, I’m just so impressed 
with our athletes,” Connie O’Donnell 
wrote. “They are all about their team-
mates and push each other at practice 
and at meets. Comradery is at a high 

highlights. “Lexi had a huge personal 
record and is now ranked 13th in the 
state.”

Abigail Nehring won the discus 
with a throw of 108-10. Makaela Den-
ton took 19th with a throw of 48-1, 
and Laykyn Baxstrom finished 22nd 
with a throw of 46-8.

“Abi Nehring is continuing to 
dominate in discus. She got another 
personal record in Cortez,” Connie 
O’Donnell wrote, adding, “She is also 
regularly placing in shot so she helps 
our team score every week.”

Nehring finished third in the shot 
put with a throw of 29-3. Baxstrom 
took 11th with a throw of 23-2.5. 
Malorie Morton followed in 13th with 
a throw of 21-4. Denton finished 17th 
with a distance of 18-1.

The coach also comments on the 
Lady Pirates’ support of their team-
mates, writing, “The girls are also 
super supportive of each other. I love 
that they stand along the track and 
yell for their teammates.”

 The Pirate boys’ squad also logged 
a number of top finishes on the day.

Colton Lucero finished first in the 
100 with a time of 11.53 seconds, 
with Blake Laner following in second 
with a time of 11.81 seconds. Harley 
Armijo took fifth with a time of 12.16, 
and Gavin Carter followed in sixth 
with a time of 12.18 seconds.

Carter took second in the 200, 
finishing in 24.41 seconds. Armijo 
finished in fourth with a time of 24.70 
seconds.

“The 100 and 200 were slower 
because of a head wind, but Gavin 
Carter was able to improve his 100 
and 200 times,” the coach wrote. “He 
is really making a statement to get on 
our sprint relays. We are going to have 
to have a runoff this week and Gavin 
has a good chance of earning a spot 
on those relays. Harley Armijo also 
improved his time in the 200.”

Jesse Beck finished seventh in the 
400 with a time of 58.25 seconds. 
Jacob Castaneda followed in ninth 
in 58.60 seconds. Milo Dietemeyer 
finished in 13th with a time of 1:11.84.

In the 800, Jackson Chaney fin-
ished ninth with a time of 2:33.69. 
Trevor Faber took 11th in 2:34.89, Eli 
Nehring finished 14th in 2:52.16 and 
Stetson Osborn finished 16th with a 
time of 2:58.65.

Two Pirates ran the 1,600, with 
Beck finishing 11th in 5:41.17 and 
Faber taking 13th in 6:02.88.

Two Pirates also competed in the 
3,200, with Eli Nehring finishing sev-
enth in 14:25.31 and Osborn finishing 
ninth in 14:37.51.

In the 110-meter hurdles, Cole 
Harper finished 10th in 19.89 seconds 
and Tristan Frame finished 13th in 
22.41 seconds.

Harper took sixth in the 300 hur-
dles with a time of 46.46 seconds. 
Nathaniel Kinsley took 12th in 48.28 
seconds, and Frame followed in 14th 
with a time of 54.71 seconds.

The 4x100 team of Lucero, Armijo, 
Creede Dozier and Laner took first 
with a time of 44.31 seconds.

The 4x200 team of Lucero, Kinsley, 
Armijo and Laner won with a time 
of 1:36.09.

“Both boys sprint relays im-
proved,” Connie O’Donnell high-
lights. “They had great handoffs and 
I expect them to just keep getting 

Photo courtesy Gerry Lindstrom
Pirate Creede Dozier eyes his landing during a jump at the Bob Archibeque 
Invitational in Cortez on April 12. Dozier picked up top finishes in multiple 
jumping events on the day, including first in high jump, second in long 
jump and first in triple jump.

Photo courtesy Gerry Lindstrom
Annie O’Donnell runs at the Bob Archibeque Invitational in Cortez on 
April 12. O’Donnell took part in several running events on the day and 
returned home with a first in the 400-meter dash and 4x400-meter relay.
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The journey matters—
let Hart Custom Builders 

guide the way

• Fine Custom Homes
• Commercial  and 

Municipal Buildings
• Infrastructure

250 Pagosa Street • (970) 264-0110 • hartbuilders.com

Follow Hart on Facebook
@HartCustomBuilders

Serving:
Pagosa Springs, Bayfield, 
Durango, South Fork, 
and surrounding areas

BaseBall

Track
n Continued from A10

A1Taxi Service
970-585-4903

8am-8pm Sunday-Thursday
8am-10pm Friday and Saturday

 or by appointment!

Fully licensed and insured! 
Smoke-free vehicles!

Local discount system- just ask! 

Reliability 
Matters!

Courtesy 
Counts!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

JIM GARRETT
v ATTORNEY v

Protecting your interests
LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE

BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS
New location: Downtown, above the theatre

422 PAGOSA ST., NO. 5
 970-880-0468 • 412-508-1060

P.O. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS • jyg44law@gmail.com

and I love getting to spend time with 
them everyday.”

The Pirates also competed on 
Wednesday, April 17, in Bayfield, 
though results were not available by 
press time and will be reported in the 
April 25 issue of The SUN.

Next up, the Pirate teams will head 
to Durango on Saturday, April 20, for 
a 9 a.m. meet.

randi@pagosasun.com

By Matt Zaborowski
Town of Pagosa Springs

The Recreation Department is now 
accepting registrations for its T-ball 
league. The T-ball league is for 4- and 
5-year-olds and the cost is $45. The 
deadline to register is April 21, and 
play will begin May 7.

Registration for adult coed soccer 
is also now open. The team registra-
tion fee is $300 total with no indi-
vidual fees. The deadline to register 
a team is April 21, and play will begin 
April 29.

Online registration is avail-
able through the town website at pa-
gosasprings.co.gov  or in person at 
the Ross Aragon Community Center.

Please call the Recreation Depart-
ment with any questions, (970) 264-
4151, ext. 524.

T-ball, adult soccer 
registrations open

Recreation News

Pirates fall prey to Panthers in doubleheader

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Pirate Chris Martinez applies the tag on a Montezuma-Cortez runner during the first half of the April 13 double-
header against the Panthers. The Pirates fell to the Panthers in both games.

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Pirate baseball team hit rough waters 
when it opened league play against 
the Montezuma-Cortez Panthers on 
Saturday, April 13, with the Pirates 
dropping both halves of the day’s 
doubleheader.

“We just, again, didn’t take advan-
tage of the opportunities,” coach Ben 
Garcia said, adding later the Pirates 
knew the Panthers are a “very good” 
team and had previously watched 
them play.

The Pirates, he noted, are an 
equally good team, but they are not 
currently showing that.

The Pirates dropped the first half 
of the doubleheader 12-3, despite 
being down by two heading into the 
sixth inning.

The Panthers picked up one run in 
the top of the first, with Pagosa then 
taking the lead with two runs in the 
bottom of the third.

The Panthers answered with three 
runs in the top of the fourth, then 
tacked on six in the sixth and two in 
the seventh.

Garcia indicated the change came 
from missed plays and walks, “and 
before you know it, they’re clearing 
the bases.”

The Pirates brought one run 
around in the bottom of the seventh 
to finished the game at 12-3 in favor 
of the Panthers.

One of the concerns heading into 
the game, Garcia noted, was the 
bottom of the lineup, but that they 
walked and had sacrifice bunts that 
helped the Pirate offense.

“They did,” he said. “They’ve done 
their job. They were getting on base 
... just some things that really helped 
us.”

The top of the lineup, he indicated, 
“just didn’t have a good game.”

Garcia noted there were opportu-
nities during the game, but that the 
Panthers didn’t make mistakes.

“Cortez didn’t make ... a lot of 
mistakes,” he said. “I mean, they 
made really good plays. ... They defen-
sively didn’t let the ball get by them. 
They were getting singles. ... We were 
turning singles into doubles.”

He added of the Panthers, “They 
were pretty sound.” 

He also noted, “It seemed like we 
were giving them five outs every in-
ning and we were only getting the 
three.” 

The Pirates had five hits in the 
game, with one each coming from 
Jaden Tuggle-Reed, Ty Richey, Zach 
Pouyer, Riley Laugel and Dylan 
Dempster.

Pouyer, Dempster and Laugel also 
scored runs.

The Pirates walked five times, with 
Cooper Ralston drawing two walks, 
and Chris Martinez, Kyler Henderson 
and Dempster each drawing one. 
Laugel and Henderson also reached 
after being hit by pitches.

The Pirates are listed as having two 
strikeouts in the matchup and nine 
errors.

Ralston, Kaeden Iguchi and Lau-
gel took the mound in the game, 
combining to allow 12 runs (three 
earned) on 13 hits and six walks. 
Ralston struck out one batter.

The first game, the coach noted, 
also usually sets the tempo for a dou-
bleheader, and the Panthers picked 
up where they left off in the second 
game, bringing five runs around in 
the top of the first.

“We came out and gave up five 
runs,” Garcia said, calling it “unbe-
coming” and explaining Martinez 
was pitching well, but mistakes in 
the field were extending the innings.

The Panthers scored two more in 
the second and three in the third to 
build an 8-0 lead.

The Pirates brought around three 
in the third.

The Panthers scored another five 
runs in the top of the fifth, with the 
Pirates answering with three more 
runs in the bottom of the inning to 
make it a 15-6 game.

The Panthers added another four 
runs in the top of the seventh, with 
Pagosa bringing one around in the 
bottom of the inning to make it a final 
score of 19-7.

“Scoring seven runs should be 
enough to win a baseball game,” 

Garcia said, adding that Montezuma-
Cortez’s second-game pitcher was 
not as tough.

He added the team wasn’t in sync, 
even though it rebounded and had 
opportunities in the second game.

The Pirates had six hits in the 
matchup, with Hunter Pouyer and 
Laugel logging two hits each.

Hunter Pouyer, who had a double 
and a triple, also scored two runs. 
Laugel, whose hits included a triple, 
also scored a run.

Zach Pouyer and Henderson each 
had a double and a run scored. Hen-
derson and Peyton Bishop each drew 
a walk.

The Pirates struck out twice and 
had five errors.

Martinez and Hunter Pouyer com-
bined to allow 19 runs, eight of which 
were earned, on 16 hits and four 
walks while striking out two.

Additional stats from the games 
were not available.

Garcia noted the team also had a 
little trouble at first base in both 
games, which then put pressure on 
the defense and made the team bring 
in its infield, which cuts the ability 
to have angles and make plays on 
deeper-hit balls.

“That cost us a lot,” he said, add-
ing, “All of the effects of not making 
plays early costs us,” he said, adding 
the little things cost the team a lot.

The team then starts to panic and 
compounds the mistakes, he ex-
plained, noting there are several 
young members of the team who are 
learning. 

 “We’ve got to keep our composure 
and get the out,” he said.

Garcia indicated the Pirates are 
working in practice to block the ball 
and keep it in front of them, among 
other things. 

“One of the things we’re really 
concentratin’ on this week is shoring 
up those particular scenarios and 
keeping our composure,” he said.

With the losses, the Pirates are 
now 4-8 on the season and 0-2 in 
Intermountain League (IML) action.

They sit as the No. 39 team in the 
3A Selection and Seeding Index, 
which helps determine postseason 
seeding.

The Panthers are current atop 
the IML with a 2-0 league record 
and 7-7 overall mark. They are the 
No. 20 team in the Selection and 
Seeding Index.

The Pirates were slated to play Del 
Norte Tuesday, but that double-
header was postponed due to a lack 
of officials available and is now set 
for next week.

The Pirates will continue league 
play this weekend when they head 
to La Jara to take on the Centauri Fal-
cons in a doubleheader that is slated 
to begin at 11 a.m.

The Falcons are 5-9 on the season 
and 0-2 in league play, having lost 
to Bayfield 23-7 and 22-4 on April 6.

The Falcons are the No. 42 team in 
the Selection and Seeding Index.

Then, on Tuesday, the Pirates 
will welcome the 2A Del Norte Ti-
gers for a doubleheader beginning 
at 3 p.m.

The Tigers are 3-4 on the season 
and sit at the No. 34 team in the 2A 
Selection and Seeding Index.

“We’ve gotta come out ready to 
play in the first game,” Garcia said, 
adding the team needs to take care of 
its opportunities and put pressure on 
other teams instead of having other 
teams apply that pressure.

Playing Del Norte and Centauri 
will give the Pirates a chance to get 
back into contention, Garcia indi-
cated.

“Those are important games for 
us,” he said, adding, “These are 
very winnable games. The only 
way we’re going to get better is to 
continue to play and make ... less 
... errors.”

randi@pagosasun.com

“One of the things 
we’re really 

concentratin’ on 
this week is 

shoring up those 
particular scenarios 

and keeping our 
composure.”

Coach Ben Garcia
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ARCHULETA COUNTY
2023 Annual Salary Report

County employees are paid every two weeks (not 
monthly). This report shows amounts paid out within 
the year of 2023. Fringe benefits, including, but not 

limited to, medical insurance, FICA, medical care, and 
retirement plans are on average 34% of wages paid.

Position 
4-H Coordinator 50151.35
Accountant 60129.89
Accountant  12927.39
Accounting Clerk III 52743.54
Accounting Clerk III 36359.31
Administrative Assistant 47939.38
Administrative Assistant 23124.94
Administrative Assistant 28150.48
Administrative Assistant 13289.49
Administrative Assistant 13823.85
Administrative Assistant 1481.00
Administrative Assistant 39603.06
Administrative Assistant II 53982.18
Administrative Assistant 5832.73
Administrative Assistant 2419.20
Airport Maintenance Tech 63571.36
Airport Manager 83883.01
Alt. Senten. & Pre Trial Coord 91098.23
Animal Control Officer 57177.66
Appraiser I 54895.32
Appraiser I 8340.81
Appraiser I 10006.01
Appraiser II 37044.60
Arboles Trans Station Fill in 16953.50
Arboles Transfer Station Atten 2229.46
Assessor 82535.68
Building Inspector 41183.94
Bus Driver 15601.61
Bus Driver 42362.94
Bus Driver 12645.89
Bus Driver FT 10945.67
Case Service Aid/ Fraud Claims 33002.10
Caseworker 1 71612.32
Caseworker 1 12348.94
Caseworker 1 48772.20
Caseworker I 57082.72
Caseworker I 2773.86
Caseworker I 21986.65
Caseworker Supervisor 1635.08
Caseworker Supervisor 57154.12
Chief Building Official 69071.04
Chief Deputy Assessor 64236.24
Chief Deputy Clerk 64655.78
Chief Deputy Treasurer 64655.78
Child Support Legal Tech 55291.25
Child Support Legal Tech 48097.55
Code Enforcement Officer 52916.76
Code Enforcement Officer 38997.91
Code Enforcement Officer 6255.52
Commissioner 81465.00
Commissioner 5400.00
Commissioner 82805.23
Commissioner 78369.53
Communications Specialist 36717.96
COMMUNITY OUTREACH SPECIALIST 3234.75
Computer Support Spec. 46649.55
Computer Support Spec. 57456.97
County Administrator 138066.31
County Attorney 140350.09
County ASSITANT Attorney 23113.82
County Clerk 81612.68
County Coroner 29560.89
County Coroner 15752.17
County Coroner 2723.91
County Surveyor 5936.90
County Treasurer 93965.00
Court House Security Officer 50071.43
Court House Security Officer 55162.55
Court House Security Officer 27251.85
Court House Security Officer 11381.00
Data Collection Specialist 29626.14
Data Collection Specialist 17304.49
Deputy Assessor 63575.76
Deputy Clerk II 38224.14
Deputy Clerk II 19855.64
Deputy Clerk III 48972.96
Deputy Clerk III 47994.14
Deputy Dir. Of Emer. Mgt 59773.01
Deputy Dir. Of Emer. Mgt 70478.13
Deputy Motor Vehicle Clerk I 2269.20
Deputy Motor Vehicle Clerk I 32957.74
Deputy Motor Vehicle Clerk I 17737.58
Deputy Motor Vehicle Clerk I 1060.24
Deputy Motor Vehicle Clerk I 21090.34
Deputy Treasurer 51589.23
Deputy Treasurer 41574.36
Detective 82242.77
Detective 70099.73
Detective 30786.86
Detention Commander 84559.5
Detention Officer 54911.96
Detention Officer 57385.97
Detention Officer 60849.44
Detention Officer 60859.89
Detention Officer 51441.63
Detention Officer 53517.18
Detention Officer 45402.39
Detention Officer 42843.82
Detention Officer 10637.50
Detention Officer 78414.01
Detention Officer 31157.88
Detention Officer 28626.56
Detention Officer 11649.60
Detention Officer 4708.94
Detention Officer 19339.45
Detention Officer 17217.14
Detention Officer 64485.96
Detention Officer 35832.11
Detention Officer 5564.67
Detention Officer 30272.84
Detention Officer 8484.89
Detention Sgt. 81426.07
Detention Sgt. 86874.19
Development Director 85948.32
DHS Accountant 53794.32
DHS Accountant 23439.36
DHS Director  112313.62
Dispatch Admin Assistant 3432.00
Dispatch Admin Assistant 2119.81
Dispatch Admin Assistant 16756.17
Dispatcher 72726.89

Dispatcher 60443.42
Dispatcher 58029.14
Dispatcher 54167.72
Dispatcher 43609.69
Dispatcher 5320.34
Dispatcher 8062.20
Dispatcher 968.16
Elections Administrator 50756.17
Eligibility Technician 43281.87
Eligibility Technician 42701.11
Eligibility Technician 3084.8
Emergency Comm Ops Mgr 67817.45
Emergency Operations Director 63604.17
Engineering Tech 46315.03
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SPECIALIST 9000.00
Equipment Operator I 13714.25
Equipment Operator I 30327.53
Equipment Operator I 37305.5
Equipment Operator I 40151.55
Equipment Operator I 47658.25
Equipment Operator II 50388.62
Equipment Operator II 54361.54
Equipment Operator II 50071.43
Equipment Operator II 49868.08
Equipment Operator III 62058.00
Equipment Operator III 54506.88
Equipment Operator III 55020.77
Equipment Operator III 11286.28
Evidence Tech. 43279.63
Evidence Tech. 9985.28
Facilities Maintenance Tech. 47731.68
Facilities Maintenance Tech. 1691.30
Facilities Maintenance Tech. 43393.05
fair coordinator 1490.00
Family Advocate  39915.26
Family Advocate  15005.58
Finance Director 101488.82
Fleet Manager 50004.19
Food Service Assistant 53023.37
GIS Analyst 61985.23
GIS Analyst 47685.52
Human Resources Administrator 77780.65
HR Assistant 44811.55
IT Director 89289.36
Kitchen Manager 66026.78
Landfill Supervisor 83166.13
Lead Dispatcher 69701.44
Lead Dispatcher 72422.06
Lead Mechanic 53587.08
Mechanic I 44101.30
Mechanic II 28986.60
Office Assistant 5892.10
Office Assistant 58917.76
Office Assistant 189.60
Office Assistant 33049.34
Office Assistant 33069.58
Office Manager 58715.02
Office Manager 285.95
Office Manager 2579.38
Operations Commander 89393.79
Paralegal/Executive Assistant 77520.66
Patrol Deputy 68365.89
Patrol Deputy 71744.18
Patrol Deputy 73816.19
Patrol Deputy 64023.79
Patrol Deputy 63929.56
Patrol Deputy 60569.87
Patrol Deputy 57313.84
Patrol Deputy 61552.30
Patrol Deputy 45541.84
Patrol Deputy 31988.50
Patrol Deputy 10269.35
Patrol Sergeant 103494.49
Patrol Sergeant 88616.59
Personal Property Appraiser 42470.89 
Planner I 43652.50
Planner I 6610.91
Planning Manager 31754.28
Planning Technician 47647.03
Program Coordinator 67706.20
Program Coordinator 67706.20
PUBLIC HEALTH DIRECTOR 54304.30
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 160.00
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE 412.00
Public Wks Operations Mgr 79018.83
Public Works Director 89602.91
R & B Foreman 80732.09
R & B Foreman 92512.53
R & B Foreman 71020.16
R & B Foreman 71640.24
Records Tech 27151.84
Recycle Center Supervisor 75437.59
Resource Manager 67035.92
RoadWay Inspector 51491.79
Seasonal Firefighter 20936.66
Seasonal Firefighter 7894.50
Service Writer 7916.10
Sheriff 7015.38
Sheriff 125924.68
Solid Waste Facilities Op. 47593.18
Solid Waste Facilities Op. 53105.53
Solid Waste Facilities Op. 47914.06
Solid Waste Facilities Op. 42682.92
Solid Waste Facilities Oper. 9854.35
Sub Bus Driver 6449.35
Sub Bus Driver 18617.67
Sub Bus Driver 17255.60
Sub Bus Driver 957.86
Sub Bus Driver 15577.00
Sub Bus Driver 375.55
Sub Bus Driver 754.20
SW Admin 23546.25
Under Sheriff 87101.25
Veterans Services Officer 62207.22
WATER QUALITY MANAGER 29421.30
WATER QUALITY SPECIALIST 22793.06
WATER QUALITY TECHNICIAN 14561.81
Weed & Pest Manager 78414.01
Weed & Pest Technician 13186.29
Total 10305628.80
Published April 18, 2024 in The Pagosa Springs SUN. 
(233908)

County Court
Archuleta County, Colorado
Court Address:
Archuleta Combined Courts
109 Harman Park Dr., PO Box 148
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

In the Matter of the Petition of:
Adult: Michelle Marie Hamelmann
For a Change of Name to: 
Jordyn Michelle Hamelmann
Case Number: 24C24
Division Courtroom

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME

Public Notice is given on April 5, 2024 that a Petition 
for a Change of Name of a Adult has been filed with the 
Archuleta Court.
The Petition requests that the name of
Michelle Marie Hamelmann
First Name Middle Name Last Name
be changed to
Jordyn Michelle Hamelmann.
By C. Turner, Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk
Published April 11, 18, & 25, 2024 in The Pagosa 
Springs SUN. (233646)

DISTRICT COURT
ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLORADO
Court Address: 109 Harman Park Drive
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Phone Number: (970) 264-8160
Attorney for Plaintiff:
Daniel L Fiedler #47916
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
(970) 507-8528
Case Number 2024CV30012
Plaintiff:
PATRICK H. DISNER
v.
Defendants:
BRAD LEE WHITTIER, ARCHULETA COUNTY PUB-
LIC TRUSTEE, and All Unknown Persons Who Claim 
Any Interest In The Subject Matter Of This Action,
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
PLAINTIFF: PATRICK H. DISNER
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANTS AND ALL 
UNKNOWN PERSONS WHO CLAIM ANY INTEREST 
IN THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THIS ACTION
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to ap-
pear and defend against the claims of the Complaint to 
Quiet Title Pursuant to Rule 105 filed with the Archuleta 
County District Court in this action, by filing with the 
clerk of this Court an Answer or other response. You are 
required to file your answer or other response within 35 
days after service of this summons upon you. Service 
of this summons shall be complete on the last day of 
publication. A copy of the Complaint may be obtained 
from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your Answer or other response to the 
Complaint in writing with 35 days after the date of the 
last publication, judgment by default may be entered 
against you by the Court for the relief demanded in the 
Complaint without further notice.
This is an action to quiet the title of the Plaintiff in and to 
the real property situate in Archuleta County, Colorado 
more particular described as follows:
LOT 21 OF BLOCK 29 IN ASPEN SPRINGS SUBDIVI-
SION NO. 4, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF 
FILED FOR RECORD AUGUST 20, 1971 AS RECEP-
TION NO. 74785
Respectfully submitted this 13th day of March, 2024.
/s/ Daniel L. Fiedler
Daniel L. Fiedler
Published March 21 & 28 and April 4, 11, & 18, 2024 in 
The Pagosa Springs SUN. (231667)

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLO-
RADO
109 Harman Park Drive
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Plaintiff: The Board of County Commissioners of 
Archuleta County, CO
v.
Defendants: Pagosa Homes and Land LLC, Pagosa 
Lakes Property Owners Association, Pagosa Area 
Water and Sanitation District, Archuleta County Public 
Trustee, and all Unknown Persons Who Claim Any In-
terest in the Subject Matter of this Action.
Case Number 2024CV30006
Attorney or Party Without Party:
Todd A. Weaver, Reg. No. 31708
P.O. Box 1507
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Phone Number (970) 264-8321
Fax Number: Withheld Pursuant to Rule
Email: TWeaver@ArchuletaCounty.org
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT: PAGOSA 
HOMES AND LAND LLC
You are hereby summoned and required to appear and 
defend against the claims of the complaint filed with the 
court in this action, by filing with the clerk of this court 
an answer or other response. You are required to file 
your answer or other response within 35 days after the 
service of this summons upon you. Service of this sum-
mons shall be complete on the day of the last publica-
tion. A copy of the complaint may be obtained from the 
clerk of the court. 
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the 
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the 
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered 
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the 
complaint without further notice.
Dated: March 13, 2024
Published in The Pagosa Sun.
First Publication: March 21, 2024.
Last Publication: April 18, 2024. (231809)

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLO-
RADO
109 Harman Park Drive
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Plaintiff: The Board of County Commissioners of 
Archuleta County, CO
v.
Defendants: NRLL East LLC, Pagosa Lakes Property 
Owners Association, Pagosa Area Water and Sanita-
tion District, Archuleta County Public Trustee, and all 
Unknown Persons Who Claim
Any Interest in the Subject Matter of this Action.
Case Number 2024CV30008
Attorney or Party Without Party:
Todd A. Weaver, Reg. No. 31708

P.O. Box 1507
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Phone Number (970) 264-8321
Fax Number: Withheld Pursuant to Rule
Email: TWeaver@ArchuletaCounty.org
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT: NRLL EAST, 
LLC
You are hereby summoned and required to appear and 
defend against the claims of the complaint filed with the 
court in this action, by filing with the clerk of this court 
an answer or other response. You are required to file 
your answer or other response within 35 days after the 
service of this summons upon you. Service of this sum-
mons shall be complete on the day of the last publica-
tion. A copy of the complaint may be obtained from the 
clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the 
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the 
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered 
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the 
complaint without further notice.
Dated: March 13, 2024
Published in The Pagosa Sun.
First Publication: March 21, 2024.
Last Publication: April 18, 2024. (231836)

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLO-
RADO
109 Harman Park Drive
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Plaintiff: The Board of County Commissioners of 
Archuleta County, CO
v.
Defendants: NRLL East LLC, Pagosa Lakes Property 
Owners Association, Pagosa Area Water
and Sanitation District, Archuleta County Public Trust-
ee, and all Unknown Persons Who Claim
Any Interest in the Subject Matter of this Action.
Case Number 2024CV30009
Attorney or Party Without Party:
Todd A. Weaver, Reg. No. 31708
P.O. Box 1507
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Phone Number (970) 264-8321
Fax Number: Withheld Pursuant to Rule
Email: TWeaver@ArchuletaCounty.org
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT: NRLL EAST, 
LLC
You are hereby summoned and required to appear and 
defend against the claims of the complaint filed with the 
court in this action, by filing with the clerk of this court 
an answer or other response. You are required to file 
your answer or other response within 35 days after the 
service of this summons upon you. Service of this sum-
mons shall be complete on the day of the last publica-
tion. A copy of the complaint may be obtained from the 
clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the 
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the 
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered 
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the 
complaint without further notice.
Dated: March 13, 2024
Published in The Pagosa Sun.
First Publication: March 21, 2024.
Last Publication: April 18, 2024. (231837)

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLO-
RADO
109 Harman Park Drive
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Plaintiff: The Board of County Commissioners of 
Archuleta County, CO
v.
Defendants: George S. Fleischmann, Jovita Fleis-
chmann, Pagosa Lakes Property Owners Association, 
Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation District, Archuleta 
County Public Trustee, and all Unknown Persons Who 
Claim Any Interest in the Subject Matter of this Action.
Case Number 2024CV30010
Attorney or Party Without Party:
Todd A. Weaver, Reg. No. 31708
P.O. Box 1507
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Phone Number (970) 264-8321
Fax Number: Withheld Pursuant to Rule
Email: TWeaver@ArchuletaCounty.org
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT: GEORGE S. 
FLEISCHMANN AND JOVITA FLEISCHMANN
You are hereby summoned and required to appear and 
defend against the claims of the complaint filed with the 
court in this action, by filing with the clerk of this court 
an answer or other response. You are required to file 
your answer or other response within 35 days after the 
service of this summons upon you. Service of this sum-
mons shall be complete on the day of the last publica-
tion. A copy of the complaint may be obtained from the 
clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the 
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the 
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered 
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the 
complaint without further notice.
Dated: March 13, 2024
Published in The Pagosa Sun.
First Publication: March 21, 2024.
Last Publication: April 18, 2024. (231840)

District Court, Archuleta County, State of Colorado
Court Address: 109 Harman Park Dr, P.O. Box 148
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
Tel. 970.264.2400
Wyndham Vacation Resorts, Inc.
Plaintiff
v.
ERIC SCHNOEBELEN,
THERESA E FISHER,
RONALD R FISHER, JR.,
Defendants
Case No.: 2022CV30062
COMBINED NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE OF 

TIMESHARE INTEREST AND RIGHTS TO CURE 
AND REDEEM

Sheriff Sale 2024-01
This Notice of Public Judicial Foreclosure Sale is given 
pursuant to separate Mortgages recorded in the office 
of the County Clerk and Recorder for Archuleta County, 
Colorado, under the information provided in Exhibit 
“A”.
Under a Judgment and Decree of Foreclosure entered 
January 4, 2024, in the above entitled action, I am or-
dered to sell certain real property, improvements and 
personal property secured by the Declaration, including 
without limitation the real property described as follows:

See Exhibit “A” attached hereto and made apart 
hereof

Owner(s) of Record: ERIC SCHNOEBELEN
THERESA E FISHER
RONALD R FISHER, JR.
Evidence of Debt: Recorded mortgages in the office of 
the County Clerk and Recorder for Archuleta County, 
Colorado, being further identified in Exhibit “A”
Current Holder of evidence of debt secured by the
Declaration: Wyndham Vacation Resorts, Inc.
Obligations Secured: Underlying note for the purchase 
of the Timeshare Property identified in Exhibit “A”.
Agent: Christopher B. Conley, Reg. No. 51651, 700
South 21st Street, Ft. Smith, Arkansas 72901
Payments Due to: Wyndham Vacation Resorts, Inc.
Debtor(s) & Amount Due: See attached Exhibit “A”
Amount of Judgment: See attached Exhibit “A”
Type of Sale: Judicial Foreclosure Sale of Timeshare 
Interest being conducted pursuant to the power of sale 
granted by the Mortgage, the Colorado Property Code, 
and the Colorado Common Ownership Act
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE OF TIMESHARE 
INTEREST
THEREFORE, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that I will, 
at 10:00 o’clock A.M., on May 15, 2024, Sale Number: 
2024-01, in the Office of the Archuleta County Sher-
iff’s Office, 85 Harman Park Drive, Pagosa Springs, 
Colorado, 81147, sell to the highest and best bidder 
for cash, the said real property described above, and 
all interest of said Grantor and the heirs and assigns 
of said Grantor therein, the Lender may bid credited to 
the Debt up to the amount of the unpaid Debt secured 
by the Mortgage at the time of sale, for the purpose of 
paying the judgment amount entered herein, and will 
deliver to the purchaser a Certificate of Purchase, all 
as provided by law.
First Publication: 3/21/2024
Last Publication: 4/18/2024
Name of Publication: Pagosa Sun

NOTICE OF RIGHTS
YOU MAY HAVE AN INTEREST IN THE REAL PROP-
ERTY BEING FORECLOSED, OR HAVE CERTAIN 
RIGHTS OR SUFFER CERTAIN LIABILITIES PURSU-
ANT TO COLORADO STATUTES AS A RESULT OF 
SAID FORECLOSURE. YOU MAY HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REDEEM SAID REAL PROPERTY OR YOU MAY 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO CURE A DEFAULT UNDER THE 
DEED OF TRUST BEING FORECLOSED. A COPY 
OF THE STATUTES WHICH MAY AFFECT YOUR 
RIGHTS IS ATTACHED HERETO.
A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE PURSUANT TO §38-
38-104 C.R.S., SHALL BE FILED WITH THE OFFICER 
AT LEAST FIFTEEN (15) CALENDAR DAYS PRIOR 
TO THE FIRST SCHEDULED SALE DATE OR ANY 
DATE TO WHICH THE SALE IS CONTINUED.
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER 
DATE, THE DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF IN-
TENT TO CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO 
CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED.
A NOTICE OF INTENT TO REDEEM FILED PURSU-
ANT TO §38-38-302 C.R.S. SHALL BE FILED
WITH THE SHERIFF NO LATER THAN EIGHT (8) 
BUSINESS DAYS AFTER THE SALE.
THE LIEN BEING FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A 
FIRST LIEN.
IF YOU BELIEVE THAT A LENDER OR SERVICER 
HAS VIOLATED THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A SIN-
GLE POINT OF CONTACT IN §38-38-103.1 OR THE 
PROHIBITION ON DUAL TRACKING IN §38-38-103.2, 
YOU MAY FILE A COMPLAINT WITH THE COLO-
RADO ATTORNEY GENERAL (1-800-222-4444), THE 
CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU 
(1-855-411-2372), OR BOTH, BUT THE FILING OF A 
COMPLAINT WILL NOT STOP THE FORECLOSURE 
PROCESS.
The name, address, and business telephone number 
of each of the attorneys representing the holder of the 
evidence of debt are as follows:

Christopher B. Conley, Reg. No. 51651, 700 South 
21st Street, Ft. Smith, Arkansas 72901

INTENT TO CURE OR REDEEM, as provided by the 
aforementioned laws, must be directed to or
conducted at the Sheriff’s Department for Archuleta 
County Sheriff’s Office, 85 Harman Park Drive, Pagosa 
Springs, Colorado, 81147.
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
DATED at Archuleta County, Colorado, this 21st day of 

February, 2024.
By: Lorena Medina, Office Manager
Archuleta County, Colorado

Exhibit A
Peregrine Townhouses Phase IV

Property Owners: ERIC SCHNOEBELEN
Building Number: 18
Lot (Unit) Number: 7835 - 7836
UDI Points: 84,000 / 17,743,000
of Peregrine Townhouses Phase IV, as depicted on 
the Plat recorded in Reception Number 98002629, 
subject to First Supplemental Declaration of Protec-
tive Covenants and Interval Ownership for Peregrine 
Townhouses recorded at Reception Number 98002628, 
and any amendments and supplements thereto, all in 
the Office of the County Clerk and Recorder in and for 
Archuleta County, Colorado.
Together with a vested remainder over in fee simple 
absolute, as tenant in common with the other owners 
of all Unit Weeks in the described Units in Peregrine 
Townhouses in that percentage interest determined and 
established by said Declaration for the above described 
real estate.
Matter                                                                        Amount 
Principal Amount Due:                                       $4,720.79
Accrued Interest:                                                $2,570.19
Late Fees:                                                               $140.00
Costs:                                                                      $464.41
Attorney’s Fees:                                                  $1,000.00

Total:                                                                    $8,895.39 
Teal Landing Condominium Phase Four

Property Owners: THERESA E FISHER and RONALD 
R FISHER, JR 
Building Number: 14
Lot (Unit) Number: 1411-1416, 1421-1226
UDI Points: 294,000 / 63,185,500
of the Teal Landing Condominium Phase Four - 
as depicted on the Plat recorded in Reception No. 
20203146, subject to Declaration of Condominium for 
Teal Landing Condominium recorded as Reception 
Number 20007580, First Amendment to Declaration of 
Condominium for Teal Landing Condominium recorded 
as Reception Number 20009604, Second Amendment 
to Declaration of Teal Landing Condominium recorded 
as Reception Number 20102923, Third Amendment 
to Declaration of Condominium for Teal Landing Con-
dominium recorded as Reception Number 20104161, 
and First supplemental Declaration of Condominium 
for Teal Landing Condominium recorded as Reception 
Number 20105651, and Second Supplemental Decla-
ration of Condominium for Teal Landing Condominium 
recorded as Reception Number 20106880 and Third 
Supplemental Declaration of Condominium for Teal 
Landing Condominium recorded as Reception Number 
20203147 and any future supplemental Plats or Decla-
rations thereto, all in the Office of the County Clerk and 
Recorder in and for Archuleta County, Colorado.
Together with a vested remainder over in fee simple 
absolute, as tenant in common with the other owners 
of all Unit Weeks in the described Units in Teal Landing 
Townhouses in that percentage interest determined and 
established by said Declaration for the above described 
real estate.
Matter                                                                        Amount 
Principal Amount Due:                                      $18,591.76
Accrued Interest:                                              $10,579.06
Late Fees:                                                               $150.00
Costs:                                                                      $464.41
Attorney’s Fees:                                                  $1,000.00
Total:                                                                  $30,785.23 
Published March 21, 28 & April 4, 11, 18, 2024 in The 
Pagosa Springs SUN. (230249)

FOR BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HEAR-
ING ON May 7, 2024
Dianne Bridges has applied for TRILLIUM TOWN-
HOMES CIC, MAJOR SUBDIVISION FINAL PLAT 
REVIEW, creating Lot 1, Lot 2, Lot 3, Lot 4 and Com-
mon Area in Sec: 31 Twn: 35 Rng: 1W, at 3000 US Hwy 
84, Pagosa Springs, CO (PLN24-033). The property is 
zoned RURAL RESIDENTIAL (RR).
Comments regarding this case may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development Services-Planning De-
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147-
1507, telephone: (970) 264-8341 or to PLANNING@
archuletacounty.org prior to the public hearing by the 
Archuleta County Board of County Commissioners on 
May 7, 2024, at 1:30 p.m. in the County Commissioners 
Meeting Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs and 
via Zoom Link.
Published April 18 & 25, 2024 in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (233514)

FOR BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HEAR-
ING ON May 7, 2024
Thaddius Swiatek has applied for RIO BLANCO VAL-
LEY SUBDIVISION UNIT 1, PLAT AMENDMENT 2024-
01, FINAL PLAT REVIEW, creating Lot 11-AZ-1 and Lot 
11-AZ-2 in Sec: 32 Twn: 34 Rng: 1W, at parcel number 
588732205003, in Pagosa Springs, CO (PLN24-030). 
The property is zoned AGRICULTURAL ESTATE (AR).
Comments regarding this case may be submitted to 
Archuleta County Development Services-Planning De-
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147-
1507, telephone: (970) 264-8341 or to PLANNING@
archuletacounty.org prior to the public hearing by the 
Archuleta County Board of County Commissioners on 
May 7, 2024, at 1:30 p.m. in the County Commissioners 
Meeting Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs and 
via Zoom Link.
Published April 18 & 25, 2024 in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (233412)

INVITATION TO BID
Separate sealed BIDS for the Light Plant Road Resur-
facing project will be received by Archuleta County, 
Colorado at the office of Davis Engineering Service, 
Inc. located at 188 South 8th Street, P.O. Box 1208, 
Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147, until 2:00 P.M. local 
time on May 2, 2024, and then at said office publicly 
opened and read aloud.
The project consists of resurfacing an existing asphalt 
roadway being approximately 2.1 miles of Light Plant 
Road (County Road 119) from approximately 500 feet 
south of the intersection with Apache Street in the Town 
of Pagosa Springs then south and east to approximate-
ly 100 feet west of U.S. Highway 84. The project will be 
pursued as a Full Depth Reclamation (FDR) project on 
a road that was last reconstructed in 2001. The project 
generally maintains the existing horizontal and vertical 
alignments, with minor longitudinal and cross slope cor-
rections as appropriate. Guardrail will be installed for 
approximately 430 linear feet (including end sections) 
near the sharp corner over Mill Creek.
Project work includes, but is not limited to asphalt pul-
verization, excavation, embankment, removal, drain-
age structures, gravel placement, erosion control, as-
phalt paving, shouldering, ditching, pavement marking, 
guardrail, signage, traffic control, seeding and mulch-
ing, and other items typically associated with road con-
struction.
Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS and PLANS 
may be obtained on or after April 8, 2024, at the office 
of Davis Engineering Service, Inc. located at the ad-
dress mentioned above, upon payment of $100.00 for 
each set. No refund will be made for returned copies.
A mandatory pre-bid conference and inspection trip for 
prospective Bidders will be held at the office of Davis 
Engineering Service, Inc. (phone number (970) 264-
5055), located at the address mentioned above, at 2:00 
P.M. local time on April 23, 2024.
Date: April 4, 2024
Published April 4 & 18, 2024 in The Pagosa Springs 
SUN. (233084)

PUBLIC NOTICES:  
YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Public Notices

To unknown fathers of I.M.R  
last known address Pagosa 
Springs, CO.

There is a  hearing on May 28, 
2024 for concerns of the long 
term guardianship of child I.M.R 
born 6/26/2021.

Published April 18, 25 and May 2, 
2024 in The Pagosa Springs SUN.

soccer

Lady Pirates lose to Panthers, defeat Bobcats, will face Alamosa Friday

SUN photo/Randi Pierce
Lady Pirate Hailey Sams fights for possession during a match against the Montezuma-Cortez Panthers on 
April 13. The Pirates ultimately lost the match 2-1.

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School 
Lady Pirate soccer team dropped 
a close game against Montezuma-
Cortez on April 13 at home before 
winning a 10-0 match against Ignacio 
in Ignacio on April 16.

The Lady Pirates lost their match 
against the Montezuma-Cortez Pan-
thers 2-1, with the Panthers scoring 
once in each half and Pagosa scoring 
once in the second half.

“I felt great about it, to be honest,” 
coach Trevor Gian commented on 
the game. “I felt like we played really 
hard, showed a lot of effort, matched 
them on their intensity for the whole 
game, kind of took it to them for a 
little bit there at the beginning, too. 
Again, it’s kind of unfortunate not to 
get the result there, but … that game 
could go either way there, and we 
showed a lot of resiliency getting back 
in after going down 2-0.”

He explained that the Lady Pirates 
were leading the game in terms of 
momentum and shots on goal for 
much of the first half until the Pan-
thers scored and momentum shifted 
back toward them.

Gian noted that halftime was valu-
able for the team as it gave them “a 
chance to recharge” and to begin 
taking back the momentum in the 
second half.

He stated that the Lady Pirates 
fully regained momentum following 
a goal by Elizabeth Currier in the sec-
ond half that brought the game to 2-1.

“Definitely put Cortez on their 
heels for a while there at the end in 
just trying to push forward to get that 
tying goal,” he said. “At the beginning, 
we did a fantastic job coming after 
them, working on things we’ve been 
working on, finding some quality op-
portunities. An unlucky goal there on 
… our part ,that sort of took us down 
and then definitely that second half 
was good to see that response.”

He stated that the number of shots 
on goal was similar for both teams, 
adding, “If we can put a couple of 
those opportunities away, those 
quality opportunities, then things 
will change.” 

Gian highlighted the performance 
of Pagosa, goalkeeper Kiera Davis, 
stating, “After that first goal, she 
responded fantastic. She had some 
really great saves as well. … Made 
some really clutch saves for us. Goal-
ies sometimes get taken for granted 
because you’re expecting them to 
stop that but I think her response in 
that game was just as good as every-
body else.”

He added that the team is still 
working on positioning and forma-
tion, including determining the ideal 
positions for players and working on 
staying in assigned positions.

Gian stated that the team went 
through a range of formations in the 
earlier part of the season, but has 
found a formation that appears to be 
effective and is now being fine-tuned.

The Lady Pirates followed the 
match against the Panthers with a 10-0 
victory against the Ignacio Bobcats.

Gian stated that the game was 8-0 
at halftime and that the game contin-
ued for 15 to 20 minutes in the second 
half before it went to 10-0 and the 
mercy rule came into effect, ending 
the game.

“Really like we’ve been doing ev-
ery game, we try to go in there, work 
on what we’ve been building on, 
work with the starters going in and 
basically trying to improve on the 
last game as far as maintaining pos-
session, finding quality opportunities 
on goal, working the ball around back 
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Thursday wouldn’t be 
Thursday without ...

The Pagosa Springs Sun
PO Box 9

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

(970) 264-2100 

❏ In county $35 yearly

❏ Out of county $45 yearly

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

HUD
Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

PAGOSASPRINGS
REAL ESTATE & RELOCATION GUIDE

Call your advertising 
representative

to place your ad today! 
970-264-2100

Don’t Miss Out!
Reach your customers in our Business & Service Directory, part 
of our annual real estate and relocation guide.
Cost is $300. This is an annual publication and the price includes your ad 
being included in our online directory as well as our 15,000 print copies. 

Ad deadline is Friday, May 10, 2024..

A publication of

ONLY

2¢ per 
print copy 

to reach your 
potential 
customer!

www.Pagosa.info PAGOSA SPRINGS RELOCATION GUIDE    |   61

WELCOME TO PAGOSA SPRINGS

ART GALLERY

Two Old Crows Gallery
462 & 468 Lewis Street • Downtown Pagosa Springs 

970.264.0800 • www.twooldcrowsps.com

Representing 
local & regional artists

ATTORNEY

Estate Planning
Business Planning • Probate 
Real Estate • Criminal • Civil

Free Consultations
Practicing at 444 Lewis Street “The Carriage House”

Call (970) 507-0227 for an appointment

CLAYTON M. BUCHNERCLAYTON M. BUCHNER
ATTORNEY AT LAW

ATTORNEY

Contracts, Leases, Wills & Trusts
Formation, Securities & Employment

FSBO, Landlord/Tenant & Property Management
MED, Hemp & FDA Compliance

Copyrights & Trademarks

Local Real Estate, Business 
& Estate Planning Attorney

To schedule your free 
consultation, email 

alex@buscherlaw.com

Visit 
www.buscherlaw.com 
for more information.

ATTORNEY
Daniel L. Fiedler

- Attorney at Law -

Estate Planning,  Wills, Trusts, 
Probate,  Elder Law, Real Estate 

and Corporate Law

970-507-8528 
190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

AUDIOLOGY & HEARING AIDS AUTO GLASS

169-A Goldmine Dr. 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

An Authorized Independent Franchise    AGSC Ceritified

Joe Slater, Jr. - Owner/AGR Installer
Mary Beth McAuley - WSR Technician

Call 970-264-2566

Chipped or CraCked Windshield?

Find the local services you needFind the local services you need
ADVERTISING

We have readers who want 
to know about your business!

Let us share our wide selection of advertising opportunities!
The Pagosa Springs SUN • PREVIEW • PagosaSUN.com

Pagosa Springs Official Visitor Guide — summer & winter editions
Pagosa Springs Real Estate & Relocation Guide • The HUNT
Call our advertising representatives today — (970) 264-2100

457 Lewis Street  (970) 264-2100

www.Pagosa.info PAGOSA SPRINGS RELOCATION GUIDE  |  61

AUDIOLOGY & HEARING AIDS

Ears 2 U Hearing Aid Center
Gennette Erickson, Hearing Instrument Specialist 

970-731-4554 • coloradohearingaid.com 
190 Talisman Dr. C-3, Pagosa Springs CO

Locally, family-owned and operated 
Celebrating 18 years in Pagosa Springs

Free Hearing Screenings

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

Call to place your ad today!
The Pagosa Springs SUN • 970-264-2100

Space & Copy 
Deadline 
May 9, 2024

Call Today 
to place 
your ad!

Overview
Ask about being included in our Business and Service Directory! This great special section of the 
publication was a new addition in 2022. Other sections of the guide highlight Pagosa Springs’ 
Business and Economy, Education, Health Care Resources, Real Estate and Construction, Leisure, 
Active Adults and Getting Settled, making it a useful tool for businesses and families looking to 
relocate to our beautiful part of Colorado.

Distribution
15,000 copies of the Relocation Guide will be printed for distribution by area businesses, on 
newsstands and in one edition of The Pagosa Springs SUN. Distribution will begin mid June.

A digitally enhanced version will be online at ExplorePagosa.com

PAGOSA SPRINGS
REAL ESTATE & RELOCATION GUIDE

Favorite subject: Science
Comments from coaches Trevor 
Gian and Dyan Rice: “Jeidy is a 
standout senior player who brings 
incredible value to the Pagosa 
Spring HS soccer program. As a 
skilled defender and midfielder, 
she has a natural ability to read the 
game and distribute the ball ef-
fectively, elevating her teammates’ 
performance on the field. Her 
defense is an impenetrable wall, 

and nothing gets past her. Jeidy’s 
discipline extends beyond the soc-
cer field; she maintains straight As 
in her academics and exemplifies a 
strong work ethic. Her commitment 
to excellence not only improves her 
own game but also helps push her 
teammates to strive for greatness. 
On and off the field, Jeidy is sup-
portive and lighthearted fostering a 
positive and fun team culture.”

Triple Impact 
Student-Athlete 

of the Week 
Jeidy Moreno

Soccer

Local snowboarders place in junior national championships
By Elisabeth Callard
Continental Divide Freeride

The Continental Divide Freeride 
ski and snowboard team sent two ath-
letes to the International Freeskiers 
and Snowboarder’s Junior National 
Championships for Region 2 (North 
and South Americas) in Breckenridge 
last week. 

Bradley Lamoreaux and Logan 
Lamoreaux both received invitations 

to the championship event after 
competing this winter in big moun-
tain freeride events across Colorado 
and Utah. 

The championship started with 
qualifying on April 8 on Breck’s Peak 
7 and about half the competitors ad-
vancing to the finals on April 9, which 
was held on Breck’s Peak 6. 

Both Bradley Lamoreaux and Lo-
gan Lamoreaux advanced through 
the qualifiers, with Bradley in sixth 

place in the U19s and Logan in fifth 
place in the U15 division. 

Finals day was bright and clear 
with sunny skies for huge runs from 
the snowboarding competitors. 

Logan Lamoreaux laid down a 
clean run with two big airs to hold on 
to his fifth-place position in the finals. 

Bradley Lamoreaux navigated a 
tight technical section at the top of 
the peak to a huge cliff drop with a 
clean run out to bump him up into 

second place in the National Cham-
pionship for U19. 

With that amazing second-place 
finish in the championships and 
a consistent competitive season, 
Bradley Lamoreaux also earned 
third place overall in the 2023-2024 
IFSA Region 2 Mens’ U19 Snow-
board Series for the season. The top 
five athletes from the season are 
selected to compete in the Freeride 
Junior World Championships against 
athletes from across Europe and the 
Americas. He will be among that se-
lect group of athletes who will travel 
to Austria next season to compete.

through the middle, stuff like that,” he 
said. “We did a pretty decent job of 
that. We were able to kind of run away 
some points just out of sheer athleti-
cism. But, at the end of the day, really 
it was just the positivity. The effort 
was there again from everybody. We 
got everybody to play a pretty signifi-
cant amount of time for what we were 
able to get out of the game. We saw a 
couple quality finishes, some really 
good passing here and there — all 
around just a really positive game.”

Gian commented that all Pagosa’s 
players performed well in the game.

Of the starting players, Gian high-
lighted Currier, who scored three goals 
in the match; Lauren Monterroso, who 
scored two goals; and Ximena Garcia, 
who “took one all the way from the 
back, just dribbled all the way through 
and got in and put one away.”

Gian stated that, among the play-
ers who were substituted into the 
game “there were some quality looks 
as well.”

He indicated that Davis scored a 
goal in the second half, departing 
from her usual position as goalkeeper.

“Probably one of the best-looking 
goals was a breakaway by Jeidy 
Moreno Echavarria,” Gian said. “She 
was going one-on-one down the 
field. She took it across a defender 
and she ended up finishing. That was 
the last goal of the game, but I know 

she’s been probably itching to get up 
front a little bit and she got herself an 
opportunity, so that was pretty cool.”

The Lady Pirates will play Alamosa 
next on Friday, April 19, in Alamosa at 
4 p.m., followed by a home game at 11 
a.m. on Saturday, April 20, against the 
Durango junior varsity team.

The team will then play Bayfield at 
home at 4 p.m. on April 26.

The matches against Alamosa and 
Bayfield will both be league re-
matches.

Alamosa previously defeated 
Pagosa 4-0 on April 5, while the Pi-
rates tied Bayfield 1-1 on April 9.

Gian commented that he is excited 
for the rematches against Alamosa 
and Bayfield now that the team has 
more experience and playing time.

“I’m kind of excited just to go back 
and play them again now that we’ve 
worked a little more through the 

season,” Gian said. “We’re building 
on each game, and I’m just really 
excited to see what we bring to the 
table there. And definitely by getting 
a rematch against them we kind of 
know what we’re going up against, 
where we fit in that and, quite frankly, 
I think we fit perfectly. It won’t be an 
easy game, as we’ve seen, but I’m 
hoping to go into Alamosa and just 
show that effort we’ve been showing 
the last few games. The results may 
or may not come, but if we show that 
effort, I give us a good chance there.”

He added that the same statement 
applies to the rematch against Bay-
field.

Gian also notes that he expects the 
game against the Durango Demons to 
be challenging and for the Demons 
to bring skilled and athletic players 
to the match.

josh@pagosasun.com

Established 
1909.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100



Talk to Your Neighbors and Friends

Research Online

1
Reach out to your neighbors and friends in the area and inquire about their
experiences with propane services, particularly with Inter-Mountain Propane.
Recommendations from trusted individuals can offer valuable insights into the
quality of service provided by Inter-Mountain Propane. You might discover that
Inter-Mountain Propane is the go-to choice for many in the community, solidifying
our reputation as a reliable propane company.

Compare Prices and Services

Call us!

(970) 264-1301

2

3

4

Take some time to research Inter-Mountain Propane. Learn about the services we
provide. Remember that while cost is important, it's equally crucial to find a
company that treats you with respect and meets your needs.

Compare the prices and services offered by different propane providers. However,
look beyond just the cost—consider factors like reliability, customer service, and
overall satisfaction. Sometimes, you can find a better company that charges less
than your current one. Inquire about our prices.

If we’ve piqued your interest in Inter-Mountain Propane, call us! We can give you
detailed information about what we would offer as your NEW propane provider.
We’ll share with you our delivery schedules, emergency services, and any other
relevant details. Our clear communication will help you make an informed decision
and make the transition to Inter-Mountain Propane seamless!

INTERMOUNTAINPROPANE.COM

4 STEPS TO YOUR NEW PROVIDER!

TRUST THE PROPANE COMPANY
YOUR NEIGHBORS CHOOSE
Your Local & Reliable Propane Company

Locally owned and operated propane service provider servicing Pagosa Springs, Colorado and
our surrounding neighbors.
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Photo courtesy Jeff Laydon

A Tribute to The BeatlesA Tribute to The Beatles
6-10 p.m. • April 27 • Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts
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Live 
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175 PAGOSA STREET  •  11 AM TO 10 PM DAILY
Order On Line: MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs & our Veterans always receive 20% off!

Pizza
& Pours
Enjoy delicious oven-fresh pizza 
and your favorite brews on tap.Owner, CEO 

Jim O’Rourke, jorouke@orourkemediagroup.com
Publisher, Advertising, Circulation
Shari Pierce, shari@pagosasun.com 
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Digital subscriptions available at PagosaSun.com

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
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for holiday weeks. Please check for an ad in the 
paper for specific dates and times.
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A1Taxi Service
970-585-4903

8am-8pm Sunday-Thursday
8am-10pm Friday and Saturday

 or by appointment!

Fully licensed and insured! 
Smoke-free vehicles!

Local discount system- just ask! 

Reliability 
Matters!

Courtesy 
Counts!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

Friday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Bob Hemenger, 5 p.m.

Saturday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: John Hudson, 5 p.m.

Sunday
Centennial Park, Geothermal Greenhouse Project 
domes: Live music, 11 a.m.
Centennial Park, Geothermal Greenhouse Project 
domes: Live music, 1:30 p.m.
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Jason Rose, 5 p.m. 

Tuesday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Ron & Susan, 5 
p.m. 

Wednesday
The Den: Karaoke, 8 p.m.

‘A Tribute to The Beatles’ 
fundraising concert set for April 27
By Bill Hudson
Pagosa Peak Open School

Nineteen Pagosa Springs musicians will be combin-
ing their talents on Saturday, April 27, to pay tribute to 
the most popular rock ‘n’ roll band of the 20th century: 
The Beatles.

The event — billed as “A Musical Dress-up Dance Party 
Fundraising Event” — will benefit Pagosa Peak Open 
School (PPOS), our community’s district-authorized K-8 
charter school.

The dance-concert — “A Tribute to The Beatles” — will 
feature interpretations of the Fab Four’s extensive song 
catalog, arranged by some of Pagosa’s finest vocalists 
and instrumentalists, including Kirsten Andrews, Lau-
rie Brinkmann, Trey Brooks, Jason Dockter, Chris Haas, 
Steve Hays, Josh Harper, Bill Hudson, Ursala Hudson, 
James Kiker, Taryn Jones, Andy Matlock, Chris Morley, 
Greg Millioto, Gus Palma, Marcus Rivas, Em Tholberg, 
Bill Trimarco and Eric Wade.  The musicians have been 
rehearsing for the past month, working up harmonies 
and arrangements for 24 classic Beatles hits.

The Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts will be hosting 
a cash bar, and prizes will be given for costumes that best 
celebrate The Beatles, their music and the global youth 
culture they influenced.   The event will also feature a 
Beatles-themed photo booth, and you’re invited to bring 
your phone and snap a picture with your friends.

So, pull out your favorite ‘60s or ‘70s Beatlemania 
dance-party outfit and get ready to “Twist and Shout”   

with a “Little Help from Your Friends.”
This event continues the musical celebrations hosted 

by PPOS over the past several years, beginning with the 
highly popular “Blues Box Prohibition Night” jazz night 
held at the CSU Extension building. In 2022, PPOS hosted 
the “Golden Age of Hollywood” at the Pagosa Springs 
Center for the Arts and the “Viva Pagosa Springs” casino 
night last October — two more community-supported 
fundraising events that have helped fund the innovative 
educational program at our public K-8 charter school.

Tickets are $40 each or $75 for a couple. Purchase 
tickets in advance at the Pagosa Springs Center for the 
Arts website (with a service fee added).

In support of the event, PPOS will be hosting a “Par-
ents’ Night Out” children’s event from 6 to 10 p.m. on April 
27. Parents can drop off kids age 5-12 years for dinner, 
crafts, science and movies at PPOS. The cost is $25 for the 
first child and $20 for each additional child. Contact PPOS 
at hello@ppos.co or call (970) 317-2151 for information 
about “Parents Night Out.”

Note: Parents can enjoy a $5 discount per child if you 
buy a ticket to the “Tribute to the Beatles.”

PPOS is a tuition-free public school that provides a 
project-based learning environment “designed to foster 
a joy of learning, confidence, and academic excellence 
through multi-age collaborations, and original and 
meaningful work.” 

The school’s mission is “Developing brave and expe-
rienced lifelong learners who contribute to our evolving 
world.”
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10%
OFF

20%
OFF

Glazed Pottery

Earth Day SpecialsEarth Day Specials

EXPANDED BATTERY 
YARD TOOLS!

2 for $15
Back to 

Earth
reg. $9.99 ea.

All Arkansas 
Valley Seed
Grass & Flower

BOGO
50% OFF*
Garden Seeds

*equal or lesser value

Nature-Safe
Options Available

Every Day is Earth Day!
Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined 
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

525 Navajo Trail Drive • 731-4022 
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5 • Sun 9-4 

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

Registration open for Archuleta Food Summit
Healthy Archuleta

Are you interested in learning 
about local food production? What 
about meeting local farmers and 
ranchers selling their food in Archu-
leta County? Connecting with other 
community members interested in a 
local food movement? Is composting 
your passion or something you might 
want to learn more about? 

If any of these seem interesting, 
the 2024 Archuleta Food Summit is 
for you. 

Join us on May 11 at Pagosa 
Springs High School to connect with 
local food and your community. 
Plus, enjoy a delicious farm-to-table 
lunch.

Register today for this fun-filled 
day to reserve your spot for lunch. 
To learn more, please visit https://
www.foodcoalition4archuleta.org/
archuleta-food-summit.html. 

To register, please follow the link 
on the website or visit https://form.
jotform.com/240785457148062.

Earth Day Celebration
Visit the Healthy Archuleta booth 

at the Earth Day Celebration. Healthy 
Archuleta will be at Centennial Park 
during the Earth Day event on Sun-
day, April 21, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Please stop by and visit our booth. 

Come meet our team members 
and learn more about the Food Sum-
mit and other upcoming summer 
activities. 

There will also be a food-based 
scavenger hunt for children to par-
ticipate in. We look forward to cel-
ebrating Earth Day with you.

Summer EBT
Summer EBT is here. Summer 

EBT helps families buy food during 
the summer months when school is 
not in session. 

Eligible families will receive $40 

per month per child ($120 total) to 
purchase groceries with funds placed 
on an EBT card. 

Families are eligible if their 
school-aged children participate in 
SNAP, TANF or Medicaid, or attends a 
school that offers the National School 
Lunch or School Breakfast Program 
and they qualify based on income. 

To receive benefits, make sure 
your school has a benefits form or 
household income application on file 
along with your current address and 

parent/guardian information. EBT 
cards will be mailed by the Colorado 
Department of Human Services. 

To learn more about Summer 
EBT, families can visit the Colorado 
Department of Human Services web-
site at https://cdhs.colorado.gov/
summer-ebt.

To learn more about Healthy 
Archuleta’s efforts, please email us 
at fsfearchuleta@gmail.com or visit 
our website at https://www.food-
coalition4archuleta.org.

Sourdough 
baking 
workshop 
planned 
for April 20
By Peggy Duggan 
Mt. Allison Grange

On Saturday, April 20, at 10:30 
a.m. the Mount Allison Grange, 
located at 2622 County Road 229 in 
Allison, will hold a sourdough baking 
workshop. 

There will be information on how 
to grow and maintain sourdough 
starter, bread recipes, recipes for us-
ing discard, and sample baked goods. 

This is a free event open to the 
public.
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Tangles Hair Salon
970-731-2810

2035 Eagle Drive Unit 110

Fall in love with your hair!

tangles hair

Come see your small town Pagosa girls at Tangles!

Tanya Kasey

Need
?

I’M YOUR GIRL!
Darcie Sutherland

Mary Kay Consultant
(carrying inventory)

(970) 529-0464

@ Golf Club
Open to the Public

Authentic Texas BBQ
Winter Hours:

Thursday, Friday, Saturday
noon - 6 pm

Sunday 
11 am - 6 pm

1 Pines Club Place
(970) 398-5267

SquareTopBBQ.com  

Voted Best Restaurant Views 
in Pagosa10-years running

Carry Out Available

Let Us Cater 
Your Event or Party

Host Your Event or Party 
 @ Square Top

Weekly Smoked Specials
Smoked Burger Thursdays
Pork Rib Fridays, after 2pm

Beef Rib Sundays - they go fast!

Come Come 
watch the watch the 

tournament tournament 
on our on our 

multiple multiple 
screens!screens!

Full Service Restaurant & Bar

Photo courtesy Colorado Environmental Film Festival
“Documerica” reviews Terry Eiler’s lifetime of photographic accomplishments. Here are just two of his historic 
photos. “Documerica” will be shown at 10:05 a.m. and 3:25 p.m. on Saturday at the Geothermal Greenhouse 
Partnership’s Environmental Film Festival. Buy your tickets today at www.pagosagreen.org or at the door.

Pagosa Environmental Film 
Festival slated for Saturday
By Sally High
Geothermal Greenhouse Partnership

The Geothermal Greenhouse 
Partnership (GGP) is ready for the 
Pagosa Environmental Film Festival 
this weekend. 

The Tennyson Building Event 
Center is the location where film en-
thusiasts will gather Friday evening 
at 5 p.m. and Saturday all day starting 
at 10 a.m.

Tickets are on sale at www.pa-
gosagreen.org. GGP supporters can 
buy tickets at the door, but seating is 
limited. Gather up your friends and 
get your tickets today.

A premiere gala, Friday from 5 to 
10 p.m., will welcome the community 
to support the GGP with a special 
night of gourmet food, live music 
with Steve Blechschmidt, art photog-
raphy with Pagosa Springs Photog-
raphy Club and two feature-length 
films, both 2024 award-winners. 
Tickets are only $60 and all proceeds 
benefit the nonprofit GGP. 

The doors open at 9 a.m. for Sat-
urday’s full lineup of films that begin 

at 10 a.m. A food truck and a cash bar 
will keep guests happy with refresh-
ments all day. 

Here’s the schedule for Saturday:
9 a.m.: Wristband sales continue 

all day at $10. Premiere Gala wrist-
banded guests are admitted all day. 
Empty seats will be filled.

10 a.m.: “A Reason for Hope” 
10:05 a.m.: “Documerica” 
11:10 a.m.: “Paddle Tribal Waters 

(Klamath Youth)” 
11:20 a.m.: “True Survivors” 
1 p.m.: “Flyways: The Untold Jour-

ney of Migratory Shorebirds” 
2:40 p.m.: “A Reason for Hope” 
2:45 p.m.: “Native Suns: Sacred 

Souls (Lakota)”   
3:05 p.m.: “Dark Sacred Night” 
3:25 p.m.: “Documerica” 
4:40 p.m.: “Paddle Tribal Waters 

(Klamath Youth)”
4:50 p.m.: “True Survivors” 
6 p.m.: “Requiem for a River (New 

Mexico)”
7 p.m.: “Covenant of the Salmon 

People (Nez Pearce)”
The GGP’s film festival opens the 

Earth Day celebration here in Pagosa 

Springs. The GGP will see you and your 
friends at the film festival and on the 
Riverwalk. The GGP is “growing food 
and community with local energy.”

Photo courtesy Colorado Environmental Film Festival
Photographer Boyd Norton has authored 18 books about photograph-
ing our environment. Norton is just one of the photographers featured 
in “Documerica.” 
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Habitat for Humanity volunteer 
spotlight: Maddie Van Duzer
By Monica Nigon
Habitat for Humanity of Archuleta County

Maddie Van Duzer was the crew 
leader for 12 young adults par-
ticipating in the AmeriCorps NCCC 
program who spent 12 weeks on the 
Habitat for Humanity of Archuleta 
County build sites in the summer 
of 2023. 

When volunteering for disaster re-
covery and repair in Houston, Texas, 
Van Duzer learned how to do flooring 
and painting. 

Halfway through volunteering for 
the Boys and Girls Club of Ottawa 
County in Miami, Okla., Van Duzer 
was promoted to team leader for the 
crew at Habitat Archuleta.

“My prior experience with Ameri-
Corps gave me a better appreciation 
for the work that Habitat, and other 
nonprofits similar to Habitat, do,” 
Van Duzer said. “To be completely 
honest, I was never a handy person, 
I had never done construction prior 
to those restoration projects.”

Van Duzer said being in the Amer-
iCorps position gave her insight into 
the attainable homeownership chal-
lenges in Pagosa Springs. 

“I feel like a lot of people have a 
misconception of what Habitat does,” 
she said. “That they just give away 
homes, and that’s not the case.” 

Van Duzer described that a nor-
mal day involved the crew splitting 
into different projects in the morning 
and being guided by the construction 
supervisor or regular volunteers.

Van Duzer noted that most of her 
team had “little to no experience.”

“That’s the good thing about 
AmeriCorps,” she said. “After a day 
or two of teaching and watching 
from the other volunteers, they kind 
of took it from there. It was all about 
patience and learning on the job.”

Van Duzer said that on their days 
off and after work, the crew also 
volunteered at the food pantry. She 
added that AmeriCorps requires its 
crews to do three days of “physical 
training.”

“We’d often play basketball at the 
[PLPOA] rec center,” she said. “We’d 
go swimming, utilize the gym there. It 
was such a nice thing to have.” 

Van Duzer said the team par-
ticipated in further service learning 
when it wasn’t on the Habitat Archu-
leta build sites. The team especially 
enjoyed its time at Chimney Rock 
National Monument, she noted.

It also spent time perusing the 
Pagosa Springs downtown, attended 
the Fourth of July parade and got to 
take a hot air balloon ride. 

“It was a great experience, and I 
do really appreciate the experience I 
got through Habitat for Humanity of 
Archuleta County,” Van Duzer said. 
“It was an amazing time … Seeing the 
beautiful nature and parks out there 
opened my world view.”

For more information on how to 
get involved at Habitat Archuleta 
or join our volunteers on our build 
sites, call (970) 264-6960 or email 
office@habitatarchuleta.org. We 
are also recruiting local businesses 
and organizations to make “Cam-
eos” on our sites for a consecutive 
Friday and Saturday. Contact us to 
learn more.

Community 
news.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100

Laissez les bons temps rouler!
438 Pagosa St. in Downtown Pagosa Springs •  (970) 264-0608

Check out our FB page for more info

   Two days! Sat & Sun, May 11-12
starting @ 2 pm

while crawfish 
lasts each day

Come early to get your table!

Crawfish BoilCrawfish Boil

No 
reservations

First come, 
first served
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Your local news source since 1909.

2151 Eagle Drive  I  cityhallcafe.co  I  970.398.2409

Eat In or Take Out • Open Tue-Sat • 11 am-9 pm 
Call Today to Reserve Our Private Gondola 970.398.2409

Prime Steaks, Seafood, Pastas
Subs, Wraps & Salads

Homemade Key Lime Pie

Eat. Drink.Eat. Drink.gathergather
try our

323 Hot Springs Blvd. 
800-225-0934 

pagosahotsprings.com

LIVE MUSIC
at the Springs Resort

5-7 pm in the Lodge Atrium

Friday, April 19
Bob Hemenger

Saturday, April 20
John Hudson

Sunday, April 21
Jason Rose

Tuesday, April 23
Ron & Susan

Earth day  
deals

3 days of

April 20-22
*Terms and conditions apply. See store for details. 

$275

35%
OFF

JOVIAL®

Organic Einkorn Crackers 
4.5 OZ

ALWAYS AFFORDABLESM $4.25

$339

35%
OFF

ORGANIC INDIA®

Organic Tulsi Teas 
18 CT

ALWAYS AFFORDABLE $5.25

$159

35%
OFF

WHITE LEAF PROVISIONS
Organic Baby Food Pouches 
3.17 OZ

ALWAYS AFFORDABLE $2.45

Free  
Limited edition  
reusable bag*  
with purchase

{N}POWER® ONLY

ENTER IN-STORE FOR  
A CHANCE TO WIN* A

$500 Natural 
Grocers® 
Gift Card

Band-O-Rama Concert set for April 24

Photo courtesy Pagosa Springs Instrumental Music Society 
The Pagosa Springs Instrumental Music Society Community Band, the high 
school jazz band and the middle school band class invite the public to a spe-
cial Band-O-Rama concert on Wednesday, April 24, at 7 p.m. in the Pagosa 
Springs High School auditorium. 

By Michelle Chapman
Pagosa Springs Instrumental Music 
Society

The Pagosa Springs Instru-
mental Music Society (PSIMS) 
Community Band, the high 
school jazz band and the middle 
school band class invite the 
public to a special Band-O-Rama 
concert on Wednesday, April 24, 
at 7 p.m. in the Pagosa Springs 
High School auditorium. 

Admission is free.
It is vital to the continuation 

of high-caliber musical perfor-
mances in Pagosa Springs to 
encourage musicians of all ages 
to become comfortable playing 
in public for our concerts. PSIMS 
provides the opportunity for 
them to learn from experienced 
musicians in a supportive and 
encouraging environment. 

Some students who have par-
ticipated in Band-O-Rama have 
continued to embrace music 
and gone on to pursue college 
degrees in music as teachers and 
performers. 

Our own Leo Baughman, 
high school music instructor and 
Malinda Burnett, middle school 
music instructor, benefited from 
Pagosa Springs music programs 
and are now giving back in a 
big way.

In 2023, PSIMS awarded two 
$1,000 renewable scholarships 
to local students continuing 
their education in instrumental 
music.

Please come out on April 24 
and support Pagosa’s music stu-
dents and their families. While 
admission is free, donations 
support the mission of PSIMS.

PSIMS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization that provides free 
concerts four times a year: This 
Band-O-Rama concert in the 
spring, July 4 in town, the fall 
concert and Heralds of Christ-
mas for the winter holidays. 

PSIMS contributes financial 
support to the music community 
with music lessons, instrument 
repairs, and scholarships to 
music students.



Thursday, April 18, 2024 – The Pagosa Springs SUN – PREVIEW – Section 1 – Page 7

Local reporting that matters.

GGP thanks our generous sponsors

Premiere Gala 
Friday, April 19 • 5-10 p.m. • Tennyson Event Center

Includes live music by Steve Blechschmidt, photographs by Pagosa Photography 
Club, a gourmet dinner by Kellie and Todd Stevens of Farrago’s, 

desserts by Kathy Keyes of Pagosa Baking Company, two award-winning films, 
admission to Saturday’s film line-up. Tickets are $60.

FESTIVAL: Saturday, April 20 
Doors open 9 a.m. • Tennyson Event Center 

General admission tickets $10, Ritual Food Truck and a cash bar available all day

Tickets available: PAGOSAGREEN.ORG and at the door
All proceeds benefit GGP’s educational activities, operations and landscaping

2024 Environmental Film Festival

A Reason for Hope

Documerica

Paddle Tribal Waters

True Survivors

Flyways: The Untold 
Journey of Migratory 
Shorebirds

Native Suns: Sacred 
Souls

Dark Sacred Night

True Survivors

Requiem for a River

Covenant of the 
Salmon People

2024 Films

Western 
Wildscapes

n See Lane on next page

Community Resource Fair
April 26 • 2-5 p.m.

451 Hot Springs Blvd.

Join us to learn about resources within the community.

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month

Child 
support

Medical 
providers

Public
health After 

school/
summer 

programs
Food 

resources

Childcare 
assistance

and 
more

What’s mine is yours
Arts
Line

Artist’s 
Lane

By Betty J. Slade
PREVIEW Columnist

April 1, 1960, 18 and my Sweet Al, 
24, we had no idea what we were do-
ing or saying. Sixty-four years later, we 
have changed, but some things have 
remained the same as when we stood 
before the preacher and said, “I do.”

We made the decree back then, 
“What is mine is yours, and yours is 
mine.” Those words might sound old-
fashioned today, but they have come 
to fruition and are more real than we 
could ever imagine.

What does “I do” mean today? It 
surely doesn’t mean all that I thought 
it would back then. We pictured our-
selves in love, with wedding pictures 
to prove it. We could live on love. Our 
children would of course be perfect. 
Why wouldn’t they be? We would raise 
them according to Dr. Spock, the only 
child care book on the market then. 
Today, most of it would be thrown out 
the window.

Today, our “I do’s” either is saying 
yes to an elevated 19-inch commode 
or a 21-inch toilet with a bidet. Oh, how 
things have changed.

Whiskey has gone to dog heaven. Al 
still cries over his dog and I’m jumping 
for joy at having new carpet. I’m stand-
ing my ground about having another 
dog. I’ve put down my foot, but I’m not 
sure who’s going to win. Even after 64 

years, we’re still learning how to live 
the “I do” thing.

I said, “What is mine is yours.” I 
looked all over the place for my eye-
glasses. My daughter asked her dad, 
“Why are you wearing my mother’s 
glasses?”

My words were not dripping with 
honey and sweetness as when I first 
spoke those words in 1960. I stood in 
3-inch heels with pointed toes, still 
shorter than my Sweet Al. My shoes 
matched the latest fashion. Now they 
have been traded in to match the 
comfort and shape of my feet. And, I 
didn’t know one day Al and I would 
be the same height and we would be 
wearing the same shoe size and he’d 
be wearing my shoes.

When I asked him, “Al, why do 
you have my shoes on? You’re wear-
ing them in the mud? You have three 
racks of shoes. I’m down to half a rack. 
What’s that all about?”

He answers, “I thought they were 
mine.” He still has that shoe fetish 
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Sharing our Core Values 
with you each day through our work

Care • Compassion • Communication • Commitment

Call today for your appointment!

970-264-9436 
www.pagosa.dentist • Conveniently located downtown at 308 Pagosa Street

Comprehensive orthopedic care specializing in 
operative and non-operative general orthopedic 

and sports medicine including shoulder, 
elbow, wrist, hand, hip, knee and foot.

 

Call today for your appointment.

PSMC Expert 
Orthopedic Care

David Eisenhauer, DO, FAAOS
Orthopedic Surgery

Bill Webb, MD, FAAOS
Orthopedic Surgery

First-Class Care Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org

Eckankar to host booth at Earth Day 
event and discussion on April 28
By Laurah Brock Young
Spiritual Experiences Group of Pagosa 
Springs

Would you like to learn more 
about Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual 
Freedom?

Would you like to attend a fun and 
holistic educational event?

Eckankar, the sponsor of the Spiri-
tual Experiences Group of Pagosa 
Springs, will be hosting a booth at the 
Earth Day celebration in Centennial 
Park and the Riverwalk on Sunday, 
April 21, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

We would enjoy chatting with you. 
We will be giving out free “Eck Wis-
dom” books on topics such as “Past 

Lives, Dreams, and Soul Travel,” and 
our booth will have a wisdom wheel 
that you can spin for a playful way to 
receive spiritual insights.

Our next spiritual discussion at 
the Pagosa Lakes Property Owners 
Association Clubhouse is scheduled 
for April 28 at 1 p.m. and the theme is 
“Past Lives, Dreams, and Soul Travel: 
Let Go of the Past and Enjoy Today.”

We hope to see you on Earth Day.
Join the Spiritual Experiences 

Group of Pagosa Springs at https://
www.meetup.com/pagosa-springs-
spiritual-experiences-group/.

To learn more about Eckankar 
visit https://www.eckankar.org or 
https://eckankar-colorado.org/.

after all these years. He loves beautiful 
shoes. Florshein wingtips and brushed 
leather Pradas, now he’s wearing my 
shoes, leather and fur. “Heavens.”

When we heard the lyrics to Dan 
+ Shay’s song “From the Ground Up,” 
we knew they penned a song about us 
and everyone else who has weathered 
the rolling clouds and the earthshaking 
tremors. We’ve experienced hard times 
and remain standing, holding each 
other’s hands. Al’s carrying my purse 
for me and we’re both limping along, 
and it doesn’t matter who’s wearing 
whose shoes.

To paraphrase the lyrics, they go 
something like this: “Grandma and 
grandpa painted a picture of 65 years. 
They lived in one little house, and 
made memories. It was more than 
saying I do, they kissed each other 
goodnight and said I love.

“And they built this love from the 
ground up for worse or for better. They 
stood beside each other through the 
good and the bad. They gave all had 
and built their love from the ground 
up.”

Yes, on April Fool’s Day, my Sweet 
Al and I started building a home, a 
relationship from the ground up. With 

our different personalities, we endured 
each other’s hard-to-love families, 
successful moments and failures. At 
18 and 24, we thought we knew ev-
erything.

We knew nothing.
We were painting a picture of what 

it looks like to live a lifetime together. 
We’ve always had a roof over our heads 
and food on the table for our four chil-
dren, even if it was beans and tortillas.

We took thousands of pictures on 
our children’s birthdays, graduations, 
weddings and now their children’s 
events. These are more than memories. 
They are good times, hard times and 
walking miles in each other’s shoes.

I won’t trade those moments for 
anything, the life we built together. I’ll 
kiss you goodnight and will say I love 
you still.

Final brushstroke: People gasp 
when they hear we have lived 64 years 
together. They wonder how we did it. 
We still kiss each other goodnight and 
the last words we hear each other say 
are, “I love you. See you in the morn-
ing.” We painted a picture of how it 
works for us. His pain is mine and mine 
his. His joys are mine and mine his. I 
guess we’ve weathered the storms and 
lived the “I do’s.”
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Group will 
discuss issues 
related to death 
on April 23
By Joan Mieritz
Special to The PREVIEW

Interested people will be meet-
ing for a second time on Tuesday, 
April 23, at 1 p.m. in the Ruby Sisson 
Library meeting room. 

There will be an informative guest 
speaker, Connie Cook, who is an 
advanced emergency medical tech-
nician at the Pagosa Springs Medical 
Center. 

She said, “I have attended to many 
sick patients during my career that 
have resulted in positive outcomes, 
and I have also had the distinct 
honor of being there for a patients’ 
last moments of life doing my best 
to preserve their dignity and support 
their families and friends during 
emotional and difficult times.” 

She will use her incredible back-
ground to provide us with informa-
tion about what can happen when 
you call an ambulance or paramedic. 
Then we will be able to ask questions.

Other topics to be discussed:
• Green burials: Information will 

be presented on green burial sites in 
Mancos and Crestone. We are hoping 
that the man with the land in Pagosa 
that could be used for green burials 
will be present to share his ideas.

• At our first meeting a man who re-
cently lost his wife shared the fulfilling 
experience of having her body picked 
up at the hospital, transported, used 
for medical science and then having 
her ashes returned in an urn with ab-
solutely no cost to the family. He will 
bring specific information on April 23 
so that more people will be able to use 
such a program. Information on other 
possible programs will be presented. 

• We are hoping to have dates for 
one or more medical practitioners 
to speak to our group on the Colo-
rado End-Of-Life Options Act which 
passed in 2016. 

• Another major topic of concern 
is the paperwork that needs to be 
filled out related to end-of-life, such 
as do not resuscitate, do not trans-
port and advance directives. We are 
working on finding a future speaker 
on “the paperwork of dying.” 

• Additional new topics can be pre-
sented. If you have information that 
may be of value to our group, please 
come to our next meeting. There is so 
much potential in this gathering.

Please note that we are not a club 
or formal group at this time, but 
independent people who plan on 
meeting, finding speakers and asking 
questions until all our questions have 
been answered. If this interests you, 
feel welcome to join us. 

We are not encouraging sales 
representatives of any kind to attend. 
Please be respectful of this topic re-
gardless how valuable you feel your 
product might be or we may have to 
formally handle this situation.
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www.PagosaSUN.com

Call 970.731.5258 today!
Let us help you 
get smart about 
your coverage options.

Stop by 
and meet 
Kathy Lapen
The newest addition to the Michalak 
Insurance Agency

46 Eaton Dr. Unit 7
Pagosa Springs

kathleen.amichalak@farmersagency.com

MAKING SENSE
OF THE LOCAL
INSURANCE MARKET
n  Automobile insurance
n  Homeowners insurance
n  Life insurance
n  Business Insurance

Pagosa Property Management
452 Pagosa St #4 · 970.264.0333

www.PagosaPropertyManagement.com
Local Mgt · Southern Hospitality · 22 Yrs Exp

80’s themed
2nd Chance Prom

May 18 • 7-10 pm 
Community Center

featuring 
DJ Wavetidez

Sponsored by
Carrie Blue White with Trusted Rate
Pagosa Springs Barber Shop 
High Peaks Media
Wednesday Bouquet

Adults 21+

King & 
Queen 
winners 
announced

Silent 
Auction

Appetizers 
& Cash Bar

Prom Photo 
Booth

A fundraiser for

Photo courtesy Aspire Medical Services and Education
This year’s Walk for Moms fundraiser is slated for May 4, with the event having a moon/space theme. Teams 
can register now.

Moon Walk for Moms on May 4 in support of Aspire
By Marcy Mitchell
Aspire Medical Services and Education

May the 4th be with moms.  
Whether you are a mom, grand-

mother or a fan of moms, come out 
to the Yamaguchi Park and spend the 
morning with friends and family to 
celebrate moms in our community. 

This year we are doing a moon/
space theme due to the May 4 date, 
so plan your team and dress accord-
ingly. We will have themed trivia, 
music and activities.

Bring your kiddos as we will have 
stations with games, a bouncy house 
and multiple activities for kids to 
enjoy.

Registration is free, and you re-
ceive a bag and some goodies just 
for signing up.

You also receive prizes for raising 
money. Prizes include a Stanley cup, 
fanny pack, T-shirt and bag.

All proceeds go directly to help 
offset costs and keep our prena-

tal care affordable to everyone in 
the community, as well as provide 
evidence-based parenting, baby/
toddler classes and prenatal educa-
tion programs. 

Check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. while 
you enjoy breakfast on us. The walk 
will begin at 9 a.m., and then awards 
for best-dressed team, top team 
fundraiser and top walker will be 
announced at 10 a.m.

Teams of seven or fewer can reg-
ister now at https://aspirepagosa.
org/walk-for-moms-pagosa-springs/. 
Then promote your walk pages to fam-
ily and friends and unite on May 4. 

Individuals will be able to pick 
up their walk prizes and bags during 
the event.

About Aspire Medical 
Services and Education 

Aspire provides prenatal care, 
parenting education, parent/toddler 
classes, affordable prenatal care, 
pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, STI/

STD testing and treatment, as well as 
childbirth education classes and a 
baby boutique. 

We empower men and women in 
Archuleta County to make healthy 
life choices by providing medical 
services and education in a safe and 
supportive environment. 

Aspire is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. Our main source of 
income is through events and the 
generous support of individuals and 
organizations.
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Local • Nights & Weekends 
Delivery Available!

RENT A CAR

(970) 585-9181
pagosaautorents.com

Pagosa Auto Rents

$70 
per Dayper Day

Non-emergency 
medical 
transportation 
to anywhere in Colorado 
and border state 
approved cities for 
Medicaid insured rides 
to and from Medicaid 
providers 
Pre-approval and 
24-hour notice 
required. 

You may qualify for 
FREE transportation. 

Call WJP/A1 Taxi to get 
yourself set up. 
970-731-4081

Durango Airport Shuttle • Taxi Service • Weddings
Charter Service • Private Parties

Also

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc
Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling

PUC # 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

HAVE MEDICAID?

April is National Stress Awareness Month
By Jim Herlihy
Alzheimer’s Association of Colorado

The physical, emotional and fi-
nancial implications of stress are uni-
versal, and the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) cites those as it observes 
April as National Stress Awareness 
Month.

The sources of stress are as diverse 
as the people who undergo it, but one 
group that experiences stress day after 
day, occasionally for as long as 20 
years, are the caregivers for people 
living with Alzheimer’s disease.

More than 11 million Americans 
(3.3 percent of the total popula-
tion), including 177,000 Coloradans, 
are currently serving as volunteer 
caregivers for loved ones living with 
Alzheimer’s disease. On average, they 
donate 31 hours per week to provide 
unpaid care.

According to the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation’s 2024 facts and figures report:

• 59 percent of Alzheimer’s family 
caregivers rated the emotional stress 
of caregiving as “high” or “very high.”

• Caring for a spouse with demen-
tia is associated with a 30 percent 
increase in depressive symptoms 
compared with spousal caregivers of 
partners without dementia.

• The pressure of stress among Al-
zheimer’s caregivers with a mean age 
of 64 is associated with a 32 percent 

prevalence of suicidal ideation vs. 2.7 
percent for adults age 56 and older 
(exact age comparison not available).

10 symptoms of  
caregiver stress

Recognizing the signs of caregiver 
stress is the first step to getting help. 

The Alzheimer’s Association lists 
10 symptoms of caregiver stress:

1. Denial about the disease and 
its effect on the person who has been 
diagnosed. “I know mom is going to 
get better.”

2. Anger at the person with Al-
zheimer’s or frustration that he or 
she can’t do the things they used to 
be able to do. “He knows how to get 
dressed — he’s just being stubborn.”

3. Social withdrawal from friends 
and activities that used to make you 
feel good. “I don’t care about visiting 
with the neighbors anymore.”

4. Anxiety about the future and 
facing another day. “What happens 
when he needs more care than I can 
provide?”

5. Depression that breaks your 
spirit and affects your ability to cope. 
“I just don’t care anymore.”

6. Exhaustion that makes it nearly 
impossible to complete necessary 
daily tasks. “I’m too tired for this.”

7. Sleeplessness caused by a never-
ending list of concerns. “What if she 
wanders out of the house or falls and 

hurts herself?”
8. Irritability that leads to moodi-

ness and triggers negative responses 
and actions. “Leave me alone!”

9. Lack of concentration that makes 
it difficult to perform familiar tasks. “I 
was so busy, I forgot my appointment.”

10. Health problems that begin to 
take a mental and physical toll. “I can’t 
remember the last time I felt good.”

Caregivers who experience any 
of these signs of stress on a regular 
basis should make time to talk to 
their doctor. 

In addition, the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation offers a number of resources 
through its website (www.alz.org) 
specifically for those providing care 
for loved ones with the disease:

• The Association’s Community 
Resource Finder for assistance in 
finding Alzheimer’s care resources 
in your community. Whether you’re 
living with memory loss or caring for 
someone who is, ALZNavigator™, an 
online interactive tool, will guide you 
to your next steps.

• ALZConnected online commu-
nity and local support groups are all 
good sources for finding comfort and 
reassurance. 

• The Association also has trained 
professionals who staff its free 24/7 
Helpline, (800) 272-3900, to help 
direct caregivers to resources in their 
community.
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1909.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
264-2100

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.
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ExpressExpress
Lube

Full Service  Full Service  
Oil Change  Oil Change  
& More& More!!

Any Full Service  
Oil Change

$7 Off

No Appointment 
Necessary!

1985 Eagle 
Drive   

731-1400

Next to 
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Tire 

$12 Off
Any Full Service  

Synthetic Oil Change

$25 Off
Any  

Transmission Flush
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Creation Care Pagosa to hear 
from scientist Dr. Terry L. Root
By Sarah L. Riehm 
Creation Care Pagosa

Creation Care Pagosa is honored 
to bring eminent scientist Dr. Terry L. 
Root to our community to speak on 
the 2024 Earth Day theme: “Planet 
vs. Plastics.” 

She will speak on Thursday, April 
25, at 6 p.m. at the Community 
United Methodist Church (CUMC), 
located at 434 Lewis St. 

For those of you who attended 
her previous talk at the Weminuche 
Audubon Society, you know she 
is a fun, energetic and engaging 
speaker.

Admission is free; donations are 
welcome to further environmental 
education here in Pagosa Springs.

“I’m hoping that the people of 
Archuleta County will come and 
learn how to help tackle this prob-
lem,” said Creation Care co-founder 
Sarah Riehm. “I recently learned that 
the biggest source of microplastics 
in lakes and oceans comes from our 
laundry.” 

Synthetic textiles, such as polyes-
ter and especially fleece-type fabric, 
slough off microfibers during the 
wash cycle, and end up in our lakes, 
rivers and, eventually, in our oceans. 

A recent study shows that mi-
croplastics ingested by aquatic fish 
lodges in their flesh and leads to 
damage of their digestive organs and 
a reduction in growth and reproduc-
tive output. These threats increase 
the risk to marine life and the health 
of humans who rely on seafood as 
a food source (from Advances and 
Challenges in Microplastics, Janu-
ary 2023).

Root is professor emerita at Stan-
ford University. She was a lead author 
of the “Intergovernmental Panel for 
Climate Change 4th Assessment 
Report” that in 2007 was co-awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize with Vice 
President Al Gore. Also, she was a 
lead author for the “3rd Assessment 
Report” (2001) and a review editor for 
the “5th Assessment Report” (2014). 

In addition to other honors, Root 
was awarded the Spirit of Defend-
ers Award for Science by Defenders 
of Wildlife in 2010, and Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2016 for the 
conservation organization Point 
Blue. She served on the National 
Audubon Board of Directors from 
2010 to 2019, currently serves on the 
board of Defenders of Wildlife, Birds 
Caribbean and is on numerous sci-
ence advisory boards, including the 

Renewable Energy Wildlife Institute.
Creation Care Pagosa is a faith-

based environmental stewardship 
organization open to everyone in the 
community. We meet on the fourth 
Thursday of every month (except for 
March) at CUMC. 

If you have questions or would 
like to join our mailing list, please 
contact Sarah.Riehm@gmail.com.

Dr. Terry L. Root
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970-582-3225

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
970-582-3225
arrowheadpropaneco.com

Local • Experienced

Proven Track Record

Independently Owned

Excellent Customer Service

Outstanding Safety Record

Serving LaPlata County for over 9 years and celebrating 
our one year anniversary in Archuleta County

We built our business on Excellence & Customer Service
Give us a call and experience the difference.

Propane
is all we do!

Karaoke Dance Party
Restaurant • Sports Bar

TT  ee  DDeenn
Every Wednesday

8pm-Midnight
729 San Juan St

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
970-264-3005

Make a spring commitment, 
come to PVR 

to get equipment
Excavators

Skid Steers

Dump Trailers

Concrete Mixers

Man Lifts

Compaction Machines & More

New equipment coming soon!

305 Bastille Drive
(970) 731-4410

See our full line of equipment on 
pinevalleyrental.com

Shop local for your 
equipment rental needs

All events listed in The PREVIEW 
Calendar are free of charge unless 
otherwise noted. 

Thursday, April 18
Ruby’s Writers Guild Anthology 

Session. 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Sisson 
Library. A blind review session of 
submissions for the “Writer’s Guild 
Anthology.” 

T’ai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30, Senior Cen-
ter. Free for those 60 and better.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, 
etc. Bring your device charger. 
We provide assistance with ac-
cessing any of the library’s online 
resources. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information.

Archuleta Seniors Inc. Focus 
Group. 3-5 p.m., Senior Center. 
Feedback will be gathered on the 
needs of local older adults and 
how well ASI is meeting these 
needs. A survey is also available 
online. For more information or to 
sign up to attend, call (970) 264-
2167 or email rosa@psseniors.
org.

Dungeons and Dragons. 4-5:30 
p.m., Sisson Library. Join the 
adventure. Preregistration is re-
quired because space is limited. 
Contact Josie@pagosalibrary.
org to join. 

English as a Second Language. 
4-7 p.m., Sisson Library. Your 
library offers English as a second 
language classes. These classes 
are free. Call (970) 264-2209 or 
email for more information. Begin-
ning students are encouraged to 
attend from 4-5 p.m., intermedi-

ate students from 5-6 p.m. and 
advanced students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services, or PALS, can 
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial 
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can 
help you develop a plan to achieve 
your education goals. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

Lifelong Learning Lecture Series. 
6-7:15 p.m., Sisson Library. The 
topic will be “Water, Our Most Pre-
cious Resource” with Robin Young, 
CSU Extension director.

Friday, April 19
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Senior Planet AARP Program. 11:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Seniors aged 60 and up are invited. 
Join seniors across the country in 
discussing aging issues via Zoom. 

Bingo. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Senior Center. 
Free. Those under 18 must have an 
adult chaperone. For more informa-
tion, contact (970) 264-2167.

Paws to Read. 2-3 p.m., Sisson 
Library. For all ages. Read with 
Muppet or Maple, therapy dogs 
who love stories.

Geothermal Greenhouse Partner-
ship Environmental Film Festival 
Premiere Gala. 5 p.m., Tennyson 
Building Event Center. Guests will 
enjoy two films, a catered gourmet 
dinner and live music. Wristbands 
are $60 and includes the April 20 
film festival. Purchase tickets at 
www.pagosagreen.org/environ-
mentalfilmfestival.

Saturday, April 20 
GriefShare. 10-11:30 a.m., Center-

point Church, 2750 Cornerstone 
Drive. GriefShare is a 13-week 
program providing support and 
encouragement after the death of 
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•Off of 750 ml and 175 ml bottles•

WINES & LIQUORS
Non-Sale Items Only • Coupon not valid for beer purchases

264-2749
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
East Pagosa Springs
Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Plan ahead - Closed Sundays Colo. State Law

264-2749
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160
East Pagosa Springs
Mon.-Sat. Open 9 a.m. - Midnight
Sun. Open 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Photo courtesy Americana Project
The Americana Project at Pagosa Springs High School will be hosting the dynamic husband/wife duo Ariella 
for its guest artist concert on May 1. Students from the class will open the show.

Americana Project concert to feature students, Ariella
By Bob Hemenger
Pagosa Springs High School

The Americana Project at Pagosa 
Springs High School will be host-
ing the dynamic husband/wife duo 
Ariella for its guest artist concert on 
May 1. 

The show will be held in the high 
school auditorium starting at 7 p.m., 
with students from the Americana 
Project class opening. 

Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for 
students/seniors and free for 12 and 
under. The doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets are only available at the door.

The Americana Project class be-
gan in 2008. A need was established 
to reach those students who had a 
love for music but may not neces-
sarily be involved in band or choir. 
Grants were written and a team of 

educators and administrators, as 
well as community members, was 
established. 

Money from the grant was used to 
hire Brad Tisdel from Sisters, Ore., to 
spend two days mentoring the team 
on how he originally created and 
established the program at Sisters 
High School. Of particular interest 
was how to engage the community 
in support. 

This was at a time when school 
districts all over the country were 
cutting the arts programs due to 
economic recession. Our school 
board bravely stated that the arts 
would not be cut and gave the go 
ahead to add the Americana Project 
class. Fundraisers were organized by 
community member Christine Funk 
to purchase equipment as well as 
bringing in professional musicians 

to work with the students. 
Guest artists have included Vic-

tor Wooten, Pete Kartsounes, KJ 
Denhert, Sway Wild, Anna Tivel and 
Jeffrey Martin, Bo DePena, Joe Cra-
ven, Joseph Wooten, Thom Chacon, 
Caleb Hawley, Jaden Carlson Trio, 
Elder Grown, Good Time Travel-
ers, Beth Wood, Songs of the Fall, 
Nathaniel Talbot, Vicki Genfan and 
Gary Morris. 

The Americana Project is an 
elective class that uses music, per-
formance and creativity to foster 
self-expression and self-confidence. 
There is an incredible amount of tal-
ent in Pagosa Springs and this class 
is another opportunity for students 
to discover and express that. 

Please show your support by com-
ing out for an evening of wonderful 
music May 1.
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Helping Pagosans and beyond to make 
their house a home since 1986. 264-4462

WINDOW COVERINGS
Cathy Justus W.F.C.P.
Window Fashions Certified Professional

blinds • shades • verticals • draperies • valances
bedspreads • bed skirts • pillows • cushions • & more

Always deep 
discounts

FREE CORDLESS OPTION on select Graber products
 FREE installation with purchase

n continued from page 13
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APARTMENTS

FOR 
RENT

FROM
$1300.00

Conveniently located in 
downtown Pagosa Springs 

behind Natural Grocers

Mountain view apartments 
with efficient heating 

and cooling. 

Brand new construction.

303 S 7th Street

Public facilities

Internet access

Free parking

Security 
measures

Easy access

Features:

One and two 
bedroom

Granite 
counter tops

Air conditioning

Decks

Storage lockers

720-470-2653

a family member or friend. Contact 
Marie Rascoe at marierascoe67@
gmail.com or call the church office 
at (970) 731-2205. There is no cost 
for this program, and you may start 
at any time.

Pagosa Piecemakers Quilt Guild. 
10 a.m., Centerpoint Church, 2750 
Cornerstone Drive. The meeting will 
begin promptly at 10 a.m. and end 
at 11 a.m. It will be followed by a 
class presented by Susan Smith. 
Those not participating in the class 
are invited to enjoy social time and 
snacks. Please park in the rear.

Geothermal Greenhouse Partner-
ship Environmental Film Fes-
tival. 10 a.m., Tennyson Building 
Event Center. Wristbands are 
$10. Purchase tickets at www.
pagosagreen.org/environmental-
filmfestival.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Soc-
cer. 11 a.m., Golden Peaks Sta-
dium. Pagosa Springs High School 
vs. Durango.

LEGO Club. 11 a.m.-noon, Sisson 
Library. For kids 6-12 years old. We 
have the LEGO bricks, all you need 
to bring is your imagination. Contact 
the library at (970) 264-2209 for 
further information.

Pokemon Club. 12:30-2:30 p.m. For 
ages 6-11. Bring your cards to battle 
against others who love Pokemon 
too. No experience is required.

DivorceCare. 4-5:30 p.m., Centerpoint 
Church, 2750 Cornerstone Drive. 
DivorceCare is a program that 
provides a safe environment for 
persons who have gone through, 
are going through or are consider-
ing going through a divorce. You 
may begin classes at any time 
throughout the session. For more 
information, please contact Lorena 
Medina at loremedina0817@gmail.
com or the church at admin@cen-
terpointpagosa.com. You can also 
register online at www.divorccare.
org. Click on “find a group” and fol-
low the prompts or register at any 

of the meetings. There is a $20 
fee for the cost of your workbook. 
Scholarships are available. 

Sunday, April 21
Earth Day Celebration. 9 a.m., Cen-

tennial Park. The full-day celebra-
tion will include discussions, live 
music, activities for kids and more.

Monday, April 22
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Women’s Fellowship. 9-11 a.m., 
Pope John Paul II Catholic Church 
classrooms.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11:30 a.m., 
PLPOA Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave. 
Beginners meet at 9:30 a.m. and 
the advance group meets at 10:15 
a.m. If you haven’t attended before, 
please call Beverly at (970) 264-
2064 for more information.

Archuleta Democratic Club. 11:30 
a.m., Coyote Moon. Vanessa 
Skean and Deborah Smith will 
speak about Healthy Archuleta.

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m., 
Senior Center.

Healthy Aging and Yoga Therapy 
Class. 2:30-3:30 p.m., Senior 
Center.

Shakespeare Read Aloud Club. 
3:30-5 p.m., Sisson Library. Join 
in reading aloud “Twelfth Night” 
together. For more information, call 
Jenny at (240) 426-7887.

Tween/Teen Art Camp. 4-5 p.m., Sis-
son Library. Registration required. 
Art classes for tween and teens. 
Each month will explore a different 
style or medium.

Boy Scout Meeting. 4-5:30 p.m., 
Community United Methodist 
Church, 434 Lewis Street. Boys 
aged 11-17 are invited to attend 
meetings. Contact Jennifer Wal-
terscheid at (970) 986-0387 for 
more details.

Deepening the Faith Classes. 6-8 
p.m., Pope John Paul II Catholic 
Church classrooms.

Tuesday, April 23
Pagosa Springs Area Tourism 

Conference. 10 a.m., Community 
Center. For complete conference 
agenda, visit https://bit.ly/Tour-
ismConferenceAgenda. To register, 
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LARGE & SMALL ANIMALLARGE & SMALL ANIMAL
MEDICINE AND SURGERYMEDICINE AND SURGERY

elkparkvet.com
9572 W Hwy 160 • 970-731-6400

→ On-call Emergency
   Services
→ Laser Surgery
→ Acupuncture
→ Herbal Medicine
→ Grooming
→ Cold Therapeutic Laser
→ Medical Ozone Therapy
→ Boarding
→ House & Ranch Calls

elkparkvet.com
SEE OUR FULL LIST OF

SERVICES ONLINE!
complete the form at https://bit.ly/
TourismConferenceRegistration.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist 
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your 
current stitching project and a 
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy 
the fellowship of other stitchers. All 
are welcome.

Tech Time. 10 a.m.- noon, Sisson 
Library. Basic questions related to 
computers, smartphones, tablets, 
etc. Bring your device charger. 
We provide assistance with ac-
cessing any of the library’s online 
resources. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information.

Dignifying Death Discussion Group. 
1 p.m., Sisson Library, meeting 
room.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15 

p.m., Senior Center. No experi-
ence is necessary, so come willing 
to learn. 

Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Soc-

cer. 4 p.m., Golden Peaks Stadium. 
Pagosa Springs High School vs. 
Bayfield.

Dungeons and Dragons. 4-5:30 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Join the adventure. 
Preregistration is required because 
space is limited. Contact Josie@
pagosalibrary.org to join. 

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 

students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced 
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services, or PALS, can 
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial 
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can 
help you develop a plan to achieve 
your education goals. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

Wednesday, April 24
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Pickleball Beginner Lessons. 8:30-
10:30 a.m., Community Center. 
Loaner paddles are available. 
Reservations are required and can 
be made at pagosapickleball.org 
under the “Play” tab. 

Pagosa Springs Area Tourism 
Conference. 9 a.m., Community 
Center. For complete conference 
agenda, visit https://bit.ly/Tour-
ismConferenceAgenda. To register, 
complete the form at https://bit.ly/
TourismConferenceRegistration.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson 
Library. Join us for an educational 
hour of reading, singing and free 
play while building early literacy 
skills together. For all ages. Call 
(970) 264-2209 for more informa-
tion. 

Denim Day Walk. Noon, bell tower. 
Part of Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center. 
Mindful Drawing. 1:15 p.m., Senior 

Center.
Elementary Tutoring. 3:30-4:30 p.m., 

Sisson Library. Build essential 
skills in core subjects. Registration 
required. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information. 

Band-O-Rama. 7 p.m., Pagosa 
Springs High School auditorium. 
The Pagosa Springs Instrumental 
Music Society Community Band, 
high school jazz band and middle 
school band class will perform.

Thursday, April 25
Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-

son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild 
welcomes writers who are looking 
for opportunities, support and ca-
maraderie with other writers. Mem-
bers will provide support, resources 
and guidance for each other. 

T’ai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30, Senior Cen-
ter. Free for those 60 and better.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, etc. 
Bring your device charger. We 
provide assistance with accessing 
any of the library’s online resourc-
es. Call (970) 264-2209 for more 
information.

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 
students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced 
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 

Photo courtesy Jeff Laydon
“A Tribute to The Beatles” — a musical dress-up dance party — on April 27 will benefit Pagosa Peak Open 
School. Tickets are available at www.pagosacenter.org.

n continued from previous page
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STEP INTO SPRING WITH 
POWERFUL PHYTONUTRIENTS (Part 1)

WHY EATING THE RAINBOW IS ESSENTIAL FOR LIFE!
We all know that fruits and veggies are really 
good for us because they’re packed with vitamins, 
minerals, and antioxidants. But have you heard of 
phytonutrients? If you haven’t, you aren’t alone. 
Scientists themselves are only just beginning to 
unlock the full therapeutic potential of these 
powerful plant compounds.
Pronounced “fight-o-nutrient”, the word literally means “plant nutrient”. These are the natural 
compounds that give plant foods their vibrant colors, smells, and taste. And, because our bodies 
can’t make these nutrients themselves, phytonutrients can even be considered essential for life!
There are more than 5,000 specific phytonutrients, of which the list below is just a start:
• Blueberries have the phytonutrient anthocyanin, which may help with memory.
• Tomatoes are rich in lycopene, which gives tomatoes their red color. Research shows that it 
may help fight heart disease and prostate cancer.
• Ginger has gingerol, which has been linked to relieving hypertension.
• Oranges have hesperidin, which has been associated with a reduced risk of stroke.
• Apples contain quercetin, which may help with inflammation.
These natural disease-fighting nutrients are part of the reason that eating a plant-based diet is so 
healthy and has been linked to providing more energy, a better complexion, and staying slim. In 
other words, phytonutrients help keep you healthy.
Next week we will explore these phytonutrients by their colors.

A public service from your Adventist friends & neighbors at Pagosa Springs Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Disclaimer: This and all our Nature’s Remedies are for health information purposes only. The Seventh Day Adventist Church is not responsible for results.

40 Oren Road • 970-731-1005

HEALTHY SELF

A PROTESTANT DENOMINATION

“If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, You shall love the neighbor as 
yourself, you do well.” James 2:8
Fun Bible Facts: Both Isaiah and the New Testament end with the visions of the new heavens and 
new earth (Isa. 65; Rev. 21, 22).

Airport Shuttle 
& Taxi Service

PUC 55878 

Why pay 
more? PAGOSA CAB

Call today to schedule! (970) 398-0123

Food & Grocery Delivery • Doctor’s Visits
Serving Durango to South Fork and metro Pagosa

YOU MADE 
THE RIGHT 

CHOICE.
The Pagosa Springs SUN

264-2100

Bird of the Week

Photo courtesy Charles Martinez 
This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon 
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the Baird’s sandpiper. 

Shorebird migration is underway in our area, and it’s time to get out 
and find these amazing birds when they stop to fuel up on their long 
journeys to northern breeding grounds. Included among shorebirds is 
the family of birds known as sandpipers, a large and diverse group of 
species ranging in size from tiny to large. 

Measuring between 5.5 and 7 inches, the Baird’s is one of the sand-
pipers lumped together as “peeps.” These are the species that are the 
smallest and often maddeningly difficult to identify. The tips of a Baird’s 
very long wings extend past the tail, its back is mottled brown and black, 
and its chest is streaky brown. Usually Baird’s display a horizontal pos-
ture and a gently drooping black bill. 

Rather than its appearance, what makes this bird truly remarkable is 
where it’s going and where it’s been. The annual migration journeys of 
this small bird are among the longest and most rapid of all bird species. 
Many complete the 9,300-mile trip from the tip of South America to breed-
ing grounds in the arctic in five weeks. In both spring and fall migrations, 
these sandpipers pass quickly through the center of North America. 

Males arrive first on the breeding grounds when much of the arctic 
tundra is still covered in snow. Soon after their arrival where summer is 
short, females lay a clutch of eggs in drier habitats than the wet tundra 
favored by many shorebirds. Both adults assist in nest building, incuba-
tion and tending to young, but the female may depart even before the 
young fledge, leaving the male to finish rearing their young. 

These sandpipers spend the winters in South America, often at high 
elevations in rather desolate cold and windy areas. Their preference for 
drier habitats than the wetlands where we are used to seeing shorebirds 
have earned them the nickname “grasspipers.” 

It is difficult to imagine a more incredible feat than the one that long-
distance migratory birds accomplish twice yearly between summer and 
winter homes. 

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and 
www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/.

Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services, or PALS, can 
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial 
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can 
help you develop a plan to achieve 
your education goals. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

Lifelong Learning Lecture Se-
ries. 6-7:15 p.m., Sisson Library. 
Amy Nitchman from the Archuleta 
County Public Health Department 
will discuss air quality in Colorado.

Creation Care Pagosa. 6 p.m., Meth-
odist Church, 434 Lewis St. Scien-
tist Dr. Terry L. Root will speak on 

the 2024 Earth Day theme: “Planet 
vs. Plastics.”

Friday, April 26 
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Chimney Rock Interpretive Associa-
tion Volunteer Training. 9 a.m.-2 
p.m., Methodist Church, 434 Lewis 
St. For more information or to sign 
up as a volunteer, visit www.chim-
neyrockco.com.

Ready, Set, Learn. 10-11 a.m., Sis-
son Library. A centered approach 
designed to build preschool skills.

n See Calendar on next page
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50 Star of "The 8 That girl
Blacklist" 9 Mealtime lure

53 Unfortunate 10 Clerical 
56 Bird of the South residence

Pacific 11 Litter's smallest
59 ___-clad 12 St. Louis land-
60 Stratford-___- mark

Avon 13 80's flick, "The 
61 Get the point Lost ___"
62 Discovery grp. 19 Splotch or blotch
63 Oversee 21 ___ Tuesday 
64 Employed a (Mardi Gras)

Singer 24 Slanted type
65 Icky stuff 25 Chastise

ACROSS
1 Leading man?
5 Top dog

10 Colorless
14 Etna output
15 Defiant 

response
16 Mark's 

successor
17 Age, in 

Acapulco
18 Dead reckoning?
20 Cedar or 

cypress
22 Fairly long time
23 Pre-1917 ruler
24 Steaming
26 Try to work it 

out
29 Structural 

support
33 Get-up-and-go
34 Seafood choice
35 "Twin Peaks" 

co-creator David
36 Word said with DOWN 26 Hatchlings' 43 Retailer's forte

a salute 1 Knighted homes 46 Tide type
37 Keep hidden Guinness 27 Poet T. S. ___ 48 Slip cover?
39 Rage 2 Woodworking 28 Riverdale High 50 Not even ajar
40 Warming drink groove redhead 51 Vatican VIP
42 Scouting outing 3 Like innovative 30 Kind of decision 52 Poetic adverb
43 Tried to get art 31 Theater curtain 53 Command to 

home, maybe 4 Noted NYC fabric Fido
44 War horse avenue 32 Outbuildings 54 Fair
45 Ben & Jerry's 5 "The Vampire 37 Site of a famous 55 Like some 

offerings Lestat" author opera house decisions
47 Alpaca's habitat 6 Sly glance 38 Announced 57 High card
49 Airy melody 7 Pipe material 41 Maze setback 58 AAA service

Week of 4/15/24  4/21/24

The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke 

Copyright 2024 by The Puzzle Syndicate 

Answers to Previous Crossword: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35

36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43

44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55

56 57 58 59

60 61 62

63 64 65

P O O L S P U D A C U T E
E L M O E L S E F I N E R
A D E N R E E L E C T I N G
R I N G L E A D E R I N T O
L E S S O N S T O M E S

H O E P E D E S T A L
B O R O N B A K E S A W E
L A I T Y A R E S A L O N
O T C B A T T Y M I L L S
C H E M I S T S D A R

P I N T A K E T C H U P
R E A R I L L I T E R A T E
E X P A T R I A T E A R T S
D I E G O O V E N F R E T
S T R E W N E S T T Y R O

Subscribe to The SUN
PagosaSUN.com

Children’s Book Art. 2-3:30 p.m. 
Recreate the cover of your favorite 
children’s book on rocks, plates or 
a unique surface and enter it in the 
contest.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Soc-
cer. 4 p.m., Golden Peaks Stadium. 
Pagosa Springs High School vs. 
Ignacio.

Great Stories Club. 4-5:30 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Participants will 
hear from author Luis J. Rodriguez 
and create art based on the book 
“Always Running.” Everyone will 
come away with a free book. Pizza 
will be provided. Registration is 
required.

Saturday, April 27 
Chimney Rock Interpretive As-

sociation Volunteer Training. 9 
a.m.-noon, Chimney Rock National 
Monument. For more information or 
to sign up as a volunteer, visit www.
chimneyrockco.com.

GriefShare. 10-11:30 a.m., Center-
point Church, 2750 Cornerstone 
Drive. GriefShare is a 13-week 
program providing support and 
encouragement after the death of 
a family member or friend. Contact 
Marie Rascoe at marierascoe67@
gmail.com or call the church office 
at (970) 731-2205. There is no cost 
for this program, and you may start 
at any time.

Prescription Drug Takeback Event. 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Sheriff’s Office, 85 
Harman Park Drive. For more infor-
mation, visit www.dea.gov.

Knitters Circle. 1-3 p.m., Sisson 
Library. Join new or experienced 
knitters to get help with your project, 
or sit and knit.

DivorceCare. 4-5:30 p.m., Center-
point Church, 2750 Cornerstone 
Drive. DivorceCare is a program 
that provides a safe environ-
ment for persons who have gone 
through, are going through or 
are considering going through a 
divorce. You may begin classes 
at any time throughout the ses-
sion. For more information, please 
contact Lorena Medina at lore-
medina0817@gmail.com or the 
church at admin@centerpointpa-
gosa.com. You can also register 
online at www.divorccare.org. 
Click on “find a group” and follow 
the prompts or register at any of 
the meetings. There is a $20 fee 
for the cost of your workbook. 
Scholarships are available.

A Tribute to The Beatles. 6-10 p.m., 
Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts. 
A musical dress-up dance party 
fundraising event for Pagosa Peak 
Open School. Tickets are available 
at www.pagosacenter.org.

Sunday, April 28
Spiritual Experiences Group of 

Pagosa Springs. 1 p.m., PLPOA 
Clubhouse. The theme is “Past 
Lives, Dreams, and Soul Travel: 

Let Go of the Past and Enjoy To-
day.” For more information, visit 
www.meetup.com/pagosa-springs-
spiritual-experiences-group/.

Monday, April 29 
Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Community 

Center. Loaner paddles are avail-
able.

Women’s Fellowship. 9-11 a.m., 
Pope John Paul II Catholic Church 
classrooms.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11:30 a.m., 
PLPOA Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave. 
Beginners meet at 9:30 a.m. and 
the advance group meets at 10:15 
a.m. If you haven’t attended before, 
please call Beverly at (970) 264-
2064 for more information.

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m., 
Senior Center.

Healthy Aging and Yoga Therapy 
Class. 2:30-3:30 p.m., Senior 
Center.

Tween/Teen Art Camp. 4-5 p.m., Sis-
son Library. Registration required. 
Art classes for tween and teens. 
Each month will explore a different 
style or medium.

Deepening the Faith Classes. 6-8 
p.m., Pope John Paul II Catholic 
Church classrooms.

Tuesday, April 30
Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-

noon, Community United Methodist 
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your 
current stitching project and a 
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy 
the fellowship of other stitchers. All 
are welcome.

Tech Time. 10 a.m.- noon, Sisson 
Library. Basic questions related to 
computers, smartphones, tablets, 
etc. Bring your device charger. 
We provide assistance with ac-
cessing any of the library’s online 
resources. Call (970) 264-2209 for 
more information.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15 

p.m., Senior Center. No experi-
ence is necessary, so come willing 
to learn. 

Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.
Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Soc-

cer. 4 p.m., Golden Peaks Stadium. 
Pagosa Springs High School vs. 
Del Norte.

English as a Second Language. 4-7 
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library 
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are 
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email 
for more information. Beginning 
students are encouraged to attend 
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced 
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m., 
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult 
Learning Services, or PALS, can 
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial 
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can 
help you develop a plan to achieve 
your education goals. Call (970) 
264-2209 for more information.

n continued from previous page
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(970) 731-3335
505 Piedra Rd.
Open 8:00-6:00  Mon.-Thur.

24  
Hour

TOWING &  
EMERGENCY 
ROADSIDE  
ASSISTANCE

Piedra Automotive

Getting Ready for Camping?

Let us get your Vehicle and Camper 
ready for the road.

Shocks and Struts, 
Suspension Upgrades and Repairs,

and Tires for your vehicle.
Brakes, Wheel Bearings, Axles, and

Batteries for your Trailer.

Come see the Pros at

Lifelong Learning Lectures to begin today
By Carole Howard 
PREVIEW Columnist, and the library staff

The free spring Lifelong Learning 
Lecture series takes place Thursday 
evenings starting today, April 18, 
through May 23 from 6 to 7:15 p.m. 
with six informative presentations:

• April 18 will feature Robin 
Young, the CSU Extension director, 
on “Water, Our Most Precious Re-
source,” discussing what we can do 
as individuals and a community to 
preserve what we have.

• April 25 will showcase Amy 
Nitchman from the Archuleta County 
Public Health Department talking 
about air quality in Colorado and 
ways to keep yourself informed of 
high pollution days during wildfire 
season.

• May 2 is “Knowing Our Ancient 
Puebloan Neighbors,” a presentation 
by Denise Fisk and Joanne Lucariello 
from the Chimney Rock Interpretive 
Association.

• May 9 will feature Dallas Weaver 
telling us about his experience hiking 
Mt. Kilimanjaro from trailhead to the 
summit.

• May 16 will showcase Cindi 
Galabota, library foundation execu-
tive director, discussing your library’s 
building campaign.

• May 23 is “North American Mon-
soon Outlook for Pagosa Springs,” a 

presentation by Arleen Prochazka of 
Pagosa Weather.   

The lectures are free and no regis-
tration is required. For more details, 
pick up the Lifelong Learning Lecture 
brochure at your library.

Farewell event for Meg
We hope you’ll join us to say a 

fond farewell to departing library 
director Meg Wempe on Wednesday, 
April 24, from 2 to 4 p.m. Snacks, 
activities and well wishes will be 
available. 

Wempe is leaving the library to 
become an RN specializing in elderly 
care and hospice at a local facility. 
She sees similarities between being a 
librarian and being a nurse because 
both involve helping people.

She leaves an impressive legacy 
from her 11 years at our Sisson Li-
brary. Wempe was hired as adult ser-
vices librarian in 2013 and promoted 
to director in 2016. She launched 
our adult book club and DIY series, 
broadened our computer offerings, 
brought our community’s ESL pro-

grams into the library and worked to 
create a foundation to fundraise for 
the library’s impressive expansion 
plans.

“It has been a joy to work with our 
skilled staff, supportive board and 
involved patrons,” she said. “Pagosa 
is a very special place.”

A huge fan of our community, 
Wempe said another plus about 
her new job is that it means she and 
husband Mark don’t have to move 
for her to achieve her nursing dream. 
Both are avid outdoors people, with 
a special love of powder skiing at 
Wolf Creek. She also is pleased to be 
able to remain a member of Pagosa’s 
Rotary Club.

Save the date for special 
teen event

Teens are invited to a free Great 
Stories Club event Friday, April 26, 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m., when we’ll hear 
from author Luis Rodriquez and 
create art based on his book “Always 
Running.” Pizza will be provided and 
everyone will receive a free book.

Save the date for 
children’s special event

Children are invited to join us 
Tuesday, April 30, from 3-5 p.m. to 
celebrate Children’s Book Day/El 
Dia de los Ninos with a free bilingual 
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HORSE PANELS- Ponderosa Lumber is your 
Priefert livestock panel dealer. 731-4111.  
Highway 160 on Put Hill. 

10-year old reg. quarter horse paint geld-
ing, very gentle. Knows gaits. Healthy $4,000 
firm. 946-2839

3X3X8 800 LB. GRASS HORSE HAY. 
Quantity discounts. 946-1018, please leave 
message.

WANTED OLDER KIND, GENTLE gelding. 
(970)731-1976, (970)507-0201.

ALFALFA AND GRASS MIX HAY, $5/ bale. 
Organic potatoes, $20 per hundred. 264-
5628. 

QUALITY HORSE HAY. $6 a bale. Local, 
731-5022.

HAY FOR SALE. $7 in the field, $7.25 in the 
barn. 3x3x8 bales, 775 lbs, $85. 731-9504. 

HAY FOR SALE. Barn stored, good grass 
hay, 3’x3’x8’ bales, 775 lbs., $85. Oat hay, 
small bales, 50 lbs., $2. (970)731-5873, 
(970)731-9504. 

SUPER BUY- Moved and TV doesn’t fit. 
Gorgeous 62” Toshiba HD TV with DLP. Must 
sacrifice at $850. Also dry firewood, $100 per 
pickup full. (970)903-3911.

14’ LOW BOY BUMPER PULL equipment 
trailer. Will haul 10K, electric brakes both 
axles. Nice, $2,500. (970)731-9505.

TWO APPLIANCES: 1 GE refrigerator, 21.6, 
no frost. 1 GE gas stove. $200 each OBO. 
946-1737.

NURSERY GROWN ASPENS, all sizes, large 
spruce and pine. Delivery available. High 
Plains Nursery, Inc. Open Mon-Sat., 9a.m. to 
4p.m. 883-4600.

QUEEN BED WITH OAK headboard, frame 
and mattress, $50. 2007 Oster 6 slice toaster 
oven, $25. (970)799-0066. 

8’ SNOWPLOW FOR TOYOTA pickup, 
$1,200. 264-0040.

Classifi eds 264-2101264-2101
 Offi ce Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Classifi ed Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.
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RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

VACATION RENTALS

AUTOSFOR SALE

WANTED

LIVESTOCK

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

PETS

FOR SALE

If you’ve got something to sell
And don’t know what to do,
Call Hi Mesa Truck & Auto
Let us sell it for you!
Cars • Trucks • Tractors • Motor Homes
(no cows or horses, please!)

Call Ben Johnson
Put my 48 years of auto sales experience to work for you! • Financing available
Hi Mesa Truck & Auto • 597 Navajo Trail Dr. • 970-731-4377 • 866-731-4377

ONLY $595/ MONTH for this 2 level, 1,250 
sq. ft. condominium loft. Granite countertops, 
custom fixtures, central heat and air condition-
ing plus much more. Centrally located, walk to 
everything. This like new unit won’t last long. 
Reserve it today. 264-1036.

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX with garage. 
$600/ month plus security deposit. W/D, 
1,400 sq. ft., lots of storage, on golf course. 
(970)946-4181.

BEAUTIFUL LARGE MOBILE HOME. 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, screened in porch, lots 
of extra storage. Close to everything, $750/ 
month. Call 903-7150.

2 BEDROOM CONDO on the golf course. 
Available now, $600/ month. (479)244-7141, 
(970)264-5715.

ROOM WITH FREE UTILITIES, free wifi, 
private entrance, cooking facility, private 
bathroom, washer/ dryer available, $450. No 
smoking. 398-0023 

4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOUSE with garage 
and fenced-in yard. $650/ month. Call Laura 
at The Real Choice, (970)946-9281.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH in Pagosa Lakes area. 
2-car garage, new paint. Appliances included, 
$750. (970)946-9281.

LAKEFRONT UPSTAIRS APARTMENT. 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath, 2-car garage, all appli-
ances, $700/ month. No smoking, pets upon 
approval. (505)334-5687, (505)793-7285.

GOLF COURSE CONDO. 1 bedroom, moun-
tain views, wood burning fireplace, $650/ 
month. No smoking, pets okay with deposit. 
398-0023 

SPACIOUS CONDO, 2 BEDROOM, 3 bath, 
large loft. Sunroom with view, gas heat, new 
carpet. No dogs. $600. 903-2513.

BEST VALUE IN PAGOSA. Excellent condi-
tion 1/1, 2/2 apartment homes. All utilities 
included. Convenient location, walk to uptown 
grocery store. 946-9187.

HOUSE IN TOWN- 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath, 
2,400 sq. ft., 3-story home on 3 city lots with 
2-car heated garage. No smokers, no pets. 
$1,300 per month plus utilities. History and 
average of electric and natural gas usage 
available. Located right on the city limits at 
297 N. 2nd Street (Snowball Road). 946-
1642, please leave message or email terri@
pagosasun.com.

RENTALS: VACATION AND LONG TERM. 
www.teampagosa.com. Call Laura Dan-
iels, (970)946-9281 or Chris Hachenberg, 
(970)903-1188. Broker Associates, The Real 
Choice.

FIRST MONTH’S RENT FREE! 2 bedroom, 2 
bath end unit apartment. Close to downtown, 
quiet, W/D in building, paved road, low utilities, 
water paid. $725. 398-0007.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, wood stove, garage, 
carport. Pet negotiable, no smokers, $700/ 
month, 1st, last and utilities. Lake Forest 
Estates. 731-3471. 

2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH DUPLEX at 578 
E. Golf Pl. Garage, storage, washer/ dryer 
hookups, landlord pays water and garbage. 
$700/ month. 946-7917.

ENERGY EFFICIENT, UNFURNISHED 2 bed-
room, 2 bath condo. Great location in Pagosa 
Lakes area, walking distance to local shops. 
Appliances furnished. $625/ month, long-term 
rent. (608)289-0373.

RV SPACES, $325/ MONTH. Includes satel-
lite TV, Wi-Fi, and other utilities. Please call 
Happy Camper 731-5822. 

FOR RENT 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath nearly new. 
$1,175/ month plus deposit. Phone (970)884-
2594 or (970)749-5956.

QUIET COUNTRY LIVING on private ranch 
3.6 miles from town. Mountain view, cathedral 
ceilings, large array of windows, tile, wood 
floors, exquisitely furnished for 2 occupants. 
References, one-year lease, first, last month’s 
rent plus deposit. All utilities included. No 
smoking, no pets. $899. (970)264-6720, 
(970)946-3987.

HOUSE IN TOWN. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, spa-
cious, clean, bright, new carpet. Reduced 
to $650. 359 South 9th Street. No smokers/ 
pets. 749-5828.

YOUR CHOICE: STUDIO APARTMENT 
plus workshop, $650 or 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
home, garage, washer/ dryer, decks, $900. 
Both newly remodeled, views, national forest 
access, near shopping, quiet neighborhood, 
basic utilities. No smokers, pets negotiable. 
First, damage, references. (970)948-8672 

FOR RENT: SINGLEWIDE MOBILE home. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath. $475/ month, $350 cleaning 
deposit. 354 Canyon Circle, Pagosa Vista. 
731-4906.

SECOND MONTH’S RENT’S FREE. Very 
clean 2 bedroom, 2 bath, 1-car garage du-
plex unit on E. Golf Place. No pets. Available 
now. Rent $695/ month. Call (970)884-2077, 
(970)903-9355. 

3 BEDROOM UNIT in Pagosa Lakes. Newly 
remodeled, new appliances, washer/ dryer, 
cable. Section 8 approved, everything paid. 
$725. (303)838-5585.

REMODELED 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath mobile in 
Vista. All new interior in 2007, well insulated 
for low utility bills, washer/dryer included. First 
month $475, then $595/ month plus deposit 
with lease. No pets/ smokers. 264-8258.

BRAND NEW 1-2 BEDROOM COTTAGES! 
All new construction, great downtown 8th St. 
location. 1-2 bedroom, 1 bath private units. 
Year lease, $700-$750/ month. On-site laun-
dry. NS/NP. Renting now! Call 946-2255.

2 BEDROOM PLUS LOFT, 2 bath house on 
Hills Circle for rent or purchase. W/D, wood 
stove, new carpet, paint, wood floors. No 
smokers; lease; pet considered. $700/ month 
plus electric. (970)453-4943.

TASTEFULLY DESIGNED AND FURNISHED 
1 person studio in quiet neighborhood. Private 
entry, full kitchen and bath, new furniture, 
washer/ dryer, yard. All utilities and Direct TV 
included. No smokers/ pets. 6 month lease 
preferred; $650/ month. 946-2201.

2 PLUS LOFT LODGE CONDO. Partially 
furnished, washer, dryer, fireplace, end unit. 
Great lake and mountain views. No smoking, 
pet considered. $745/ month. (970)485-
2515.

PAGOSA LAKE VIEWS. 3 bedroom in 4-plex. 
Dishwasher, washer/ dryer, utilities paid, free 
cable TV, recently remodeled. $699/ month. 
(303)881-1407.

VACATIONERS. We have fully furnished 
homes and condos for rent by the day, week 
or month. We also have long term places 
available. Pagosa Realty Rentals, located up-
stairs, Frontier Building, Piedra at 160.  (970) 
731-5515. www.pagosarentals.com. 

3 BEDROOM CABIN on Lake Pagosa, fully 
furnished. Groups of 6 or less. Weekly and 3 
night minimum rates. (707)864-8350, www.
vacationhomes.com/20810.

XMAS RENTAL- RIVER FRONT lodge 
between hot springs and ski area. 3/2 luxury, 
sleeps 6-8, $300/ night, 5 night minimum. 
264-4866. 

COTTAGE, 2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH, laundry, 
garage, sleeps 6. Lake Pagosa. Daily, weekly, 
monthly rates. (970)731-3694.

ON THE LAKE: New 1 or 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Weekly and daily rates. No pets, no smokers. 
Fishing dock, hot tub. For information, call 
(970)749-4769.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOME, fully furnished, 
Pagosa Lakes. Weekly and three-night mini-
mum rates. Sleeps 9. Email for information 
and pictures, denverrenter@gmail.com.

RESORT CONDOS AND HOMES. Daily from 
$85 plus weekly, monthly. Sunetha, 731-4344 
or sunetha.com.

‘06 Honda CRV EX, auto, sunroof, new tires, 
71k mi. $14,400 #09-10xu 946-4397

WWW.SALSMOTORCORRAL.COM. Visit us 
online to view current inventory and pricing. 

1979 CJ-5 JEEP. Runs good, some rust, mov-
ing must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2000 CHEVY 2500 PICKUP. 4-door, 4X4. 
$5,000 OBO. Good condition. 946-6803.

1998 DODGE RAM 1500. 4X4, extended 
cab, low miles, excellent condition! Garaged, 
tuned, new clutch. Near new studded tires! 
$8,499 OBO. 903-2492. 

2002 ARCTIC CAT SNOWMOBILE. 440RZ 
Snow Pro Sno. Runs great and fast. $1,500 
OBO. (970)946-8526.

(1) 800 RMK AND (1) 700 RMK, with trailer. 
Great shape, run perfect. Must sacrifice, 
$8,500 for both, (970)946-3356.

1998 POLARIS RMK 700. 144” track, moving 
must sell, $1,200 OBO. (970)759-6630.

2001 POLARIS RMK 800. Custom, 156” 
track, too many extras to list. Moving, must 
sell, $5,000 OBO. (970759-6630.

VACATION RENTALS

1986 SUBURBAN 4X4. Mechanically solid, 
cosmetically challenged. 2 sets of tires, a 
beast in the snow. $1,800. Call 264-6668.

AUTOS

FREE WOODEN PALLETS. When avail-
able, they will be placed behind The Pagosa 
Springs SUN office. NO PHONE CALLS, 
PLEASE!

Antique replica wood/coal burning cook-
stove & range Brand new. Sacrifice $2000 
obo (pd $4400); Antique sewing machine 
treadle. 264-2674

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine, $175; as-
pen, $150 per cord, delivered. Call Todd, 
(970)946-2102.

LOG HOMES AND CABINS. 24’x32’ for 
only $16,800. Log walls, posts, beams, roof, 
plans, video and more! Free catalog. www.
bighornmtn.com. (307)684-2445.

SHAKLEE for proper nutrition, use Shaklee 
products. For information call Marsha Preuit. 
264-5910.

PAPER BUNDLES FOR fire starter 25¢ each. 
Pick up at The Pagosa Springs SUN. 466 
Pagosa Street.

STEVENS FIELD HANGAR, 500-G, Condor 
Drive. $135,000. (928)680-6400.

15” SYDHILL WESTERN SADDLE. Brand 
new, $2,800. Will sell for $1,400. Suede seat, 
Herman oak leather. 264-6720. 

RESPORT HAS A GREAT SELECTION of 
gently used skis, snowboards, apparel and 
accessories for all your winter sporting needs! 
100 Country Center Drive, Suite E. Monday- 
Saturday, 10a.m.-6p.m. 731-6900.

ESKIMO GAS ICE AUGER with sled and all 
accessories, $200. Never used. Minnkota 
electric trolling motor, never used, $300. 
Ray, 731-1456

LOVE CHOCOLATE? EAT 3 pieces/ day of 
the most powerful, health promoting, decadent 
chocolate ever produced and take control of 
your life. The perfect gift for yourself and loved 
ones. Bridget, (970)946-1941.

2007 SUZUKI RMZ 450, $5,500 OBO. 264-
6965.

WE BUY ANTLERS: off elk or deer. Small 
pieces (greater than 4”), broken antlers, all 
grades. NO dirty, infected, oily, painted or 
chalky antler. Also selling ’09  alfalfa- grass 
horse- quality 1,000 pound round bales, 
$65 to $75/ bale. South Fork, call Rich at 
(719)657-0942.

ARE YOU “DOWNSIZING” YOUR living 
style? Call us first! We are actively searching 
for and purchasing fine antiques, collectibles, 
unusual items- just about anything not new. 
Many years experience! Call us before you 
garage sale- you’ll be glad you did. We pay 
more! Call Lisa at 946-0124.

PAWS, FEATHERS, FINS & FRIENDS PET 
SITTING SERVICE. Boarding, house/ pet 
sitting, in-home visits, bonded & insured. THE 
PAMPERED PET, LARGE AND SMALL, WE 
CARE FOR THEM ALL! (970)731-8900.Sell it

in the classifieds
Cars • Bikes • Houses • Land • Saddles • Hay • Goats 

Horses • Boats • Tools • Furniture • You name it! 

To place your classified ad, call
(970) 264-2100

Safe2Tell Colorado
(877) 542-7233

Anonymously report anything 
that concerns or threatens you, your friends, 

your family or your community.

Name

Address

City                       State              Zip

❏ Mastercard  ❏ Visa  ❏ Check enclosed

Account number

Expiration date

Signature

Thursday wouldn’t be 
Thursday without ...

The Pagosa Springs Sun
PO Box 9

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

(970) 264-2100 

❏ In county $35 yearly

❏ Out of county $45 yearly

Thank 
you for 

supporting 
our 

advertisers!
Advertising makes 

it possible for us 
to bring you the 

latest community 
news.

When you see an 
advertiser, please 

thank them!
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n See Library on next page

Library
n continued from page 19

Thank you for reading The SUN

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a 
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs. 
As long-time locals, we operate with small-town 
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your 
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with 
punctuality. 
Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service 
you and your family through providing quality in our 
work, and being timely and efficient. 
Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing 
water. Water mixed with the normal environments 
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding 
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump 
system installations and repairs as well as moisture 
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

NATIONALLY LICENSED             INSURED             LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

DISASTER 
RESTORATION  

FLOOD MITIGATION
CRAWLSPACE 
INSPECTIONS/

WORK
Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying

Smoke and Odor 
Removal

MountainMenDM.com • mail@mountainmendm.com 

Spring is here. Don’t forget to check your crawlspaces for standing 
water and microbial growth or call us for a free inspection!

Call us for 24/7 Emergency Response
Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

The Tile & Carpet Store
M-F 8-4:30  •  (970) 731-5282

204 Bastille Dr. (N. Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)

Save On Short Carpet Rolls 
In-stock Area Rugs

& Small Tile Projects

Warehouse 
Clean Out SALE

Perfect for small projects!
Think classrooms, playhouses, small rooms

We’ll gather together to celebrate 
Holy Communion this third Sunday 
after Easter at 10am. Come join us!

Trinity Anglican Church

246 Harman Park Dr.
trinityanglicanchurch.org

storytime, face art, crafts and a fun 
contest.

Special Writers Guild 
event today

Thursdays from 9 to 11 a.m., Ru-
by’s Writers Guild welcomes writers 
looking for opportunities, support, 
resources and camaraderie with 
other writers at this free gathering. 

Today, April 18, is a special longer 
event from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. with blind 
reviews of submissions for the Writ-
ers Guild anthology collection that 
will be donated to the library. 

For more information, please 
contact Judy at the library at (970) 
264-2209.

Family storytimes
Wednesdays from 10 to 11 a.m., 

join a free educational hour of read-
ing, singing and free play to build 
early literacy skills.

Dungeons and Dragons
Today, Thursday, April 18, and 

next Tuesday, April 23, from 4 to 5:30 
p.m., join our Dungeons and Dragons 
game free for teens and young adults. 
Preregistration is required because 
space is limited. Contact Josie@pa-
gosalibrary.org to join.

AARP senior program 
tomorrow

Seniors aged 60 and above are 
invited to a free live online Senior 
Planet AARP program on the first and 
third Fridays of the month, including 
April 19, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Judy will connect the group via 
the video conferencing platform 
Zoom so that you can join other 
seniors across the country in discuss-
ing aging issues such as loneliness, 
isolation, making new friends and 
learning in new hobbies. 

She also will show you how to use 
Zoom free from your home to partici-
pate in topics like finance, wellness, 
fitness, computers and technology 
on other times and dates if you are 
interested. 

Paws to Read tomorrow
Friday, April 19, from 2 to 3 p.m., 

youngsters are invited to share their 
favorite books with Muppet or Maple, 
therapy dogs who love stories, at a 
free Paws to Read session. 

LEGO Club Saturday
Kids aged 6-11 are invited to the 

free LEGO Club on Saturday, April 
20, from 11 a.m. to noon. Bring your 
own LEGOs or use ours.

Shakespeare read-aloud
Shakespeare fans of all ages are 

invited to join in reading aloud 
“Twelfth Night” on Mondays, April 
22 and 29, from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Call 
Jenny at (240) 426-7887 for more 
information. 

Pokemon Club on  
Saturday

If you’re aged 6-11 and love Poke-

mon, this free club is for you. Bring 
your cards on Saturday, April 20, from 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 

Teen/tween art camp
Each month we explore a different 

style or medium at this free event. In 
April it’s watercolor art. Join us Mon-
days, April 22 and 29, from 4 to 5 p.m. 
Registration is required. 

ESL classes
Free in-person evening classes 

take place on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, with 4 to 5 p.m. reserved for be-
ginners, 5 to 6 p.m. for intermediate 
and 6 to 7 p.m. for advanced students. 
Please help us share the word about 
these classes.

Tech Time
Free in-person slots are available 

from 10 a.m. to noon Tuesdays and 2 
to 4 p.m. Thursdays. Judy helps you 
with basic questions relating to com-
puters, smartphones and tablets, and 
also provides assistance in accessing 
the library’s online resources. 

No appointment is needed for 
these drop-in sessions, but please 
bring your device’s charger and pass-
words with you. 

Pagosa Adult Learning 
Services (PALS)

Join Mark or Sally for free PALS 
sessions Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. to help with high 
school equivalency, GED, college 
prep, financial aid, tutoring and more. 

Activities calendars
Pick up monthly events calendars 

at the library so you don’t miss any of 
the free activities available to you and 
your family.

Downloadable books 
CloudLibrary has a wide variety 

of downloadable e-books and au-
diobooks for all ages. To access this 
free digital collection, download 
the cloudLibrary app, answer a few 
simple questions, select AspenCat 
Union Catalog for the name of your 
library, then enter your library card 
number and four-digit PIN. Library 
staff are happy to help you set up your 
device if you need assistance.

Nonfiction
“Ghost Town Living” by Brent 

Underwood tells of the author’s 
move to an abandoned town high 
above Death Valley where he learned 
a wealth of new self-sufficiency and 
problem-solving skills to survive. 
“Indulge” by Food Network’s Valerie 
Bertinelli is a new cookbook with 
recipes the author cooks for friends 
and family and essays about how to 
savor moments big and small. 

Large print
“Bad Hombres” by William W. and 

J.A. Johnstone is a Slash and Pecos 
western. “The Cow Hunter’s Lament 
and Other Stories” by Larry D. Sweazy 
is a collection of 11 western short sto-
ries. “Going Infinite: The Rise and Fall 
of a New Tycoon” by Michael Lewis is 
a biography of cryptocurrency’s Sam 
Bankman-Fried, who was convicted 
of fraud. “The Guest” by B.A. Paris 
begins when a close friend moves 
uninvited into a couple’s home. 
“Anita de Monte Laughs Last” by 
Xochitl Gonzalez follows an art his-
tory student affected by the life of a 
forgotten artist.
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Mysteries, thrillers and 
suspense

“The Truth about the Devlins” by 
Lisa Scottoline is a murder mystery 
about a family of lawyers. “To Slip 
the Bonds of Earth” by Amanda 
Flower features the Wright brothers’ 
sister solving a mystery that might 
imprison her famous siblings. 

Books on CD
“What Happened to Nina?” by 

Dervla McTiernan tells of two fami-
lies at odds after a woman disap-
pears. “The Princess of Las Vegas” 
by Chris Bohjalian is a thriller about 
a woman inspired by Princess Diana. 
“The Wild Side” by Fern Michaels 
features an undercover woman 
investigator. “City in Ruins” by Don 
Winslow is book three of the Danny 
Ryan thriller series.

Other novels
“Never Too Late” by Danielle 

Steel features a widow starting a new 
life in New York. “Upcountry” by 
Chin-Sun Lee begins when a couple 
relocates from New York City to the 
Catskills. “Blackouts” about two gay 
men exchanging life stories won the 
2023 National Book Award for author 
Justin Torres. “Bless Me, Ultima” by 
Rudolfo Anaya is a coming-of-age 
story set in New Mexico during World 
War II. “Wandering Stars” by Tommy 
Orange tells of a survivor of the Sand 
Creek Massacre forced to learn 
English and practice Christianity in 
Colorado in 1864. “Turtle House” 
by Amanda Churchill is a story of 
intergenerational friendship that 
moves between Japan and a small 

Texas town.

Donation guidelines
We are grateful to Susan and 

Terry Arrington for their generous 
donation. When we are open, mate-
rial donations are accepted for the 
Friends of the Library at the front 
desk — not down the outside returns 
slot at the library or the drop box at 
City Market, please. 

Here are the Friends’ new guide-
lines for donations: Yes to popular 
fiction books published in 2013 or 
later, nonfiction books published 
2018 or later, and children’s and 
young adult books — all in excel-
lent condition, please. No to CDs, 
DVDs, Blu-ray, VHS or cassette tapes; 
textbooks, outdated travel books or 
reference books because they do not 
sell. No more than two boxes at a time 
because of space constraints.

Quotable quote
Response to the author’s question 

about whether lack of privacy is the 
worst thing about a small town: “And 
also the best,” replied one woman. 
“I love going to the post office in the 
morning and knowing everybody. 
The only time we honk a horn is to 
wave at a friend.” — William Least 
Heat-Moon in his book, “PrairyErth.” 
He is an American travel writer and 
professor of history of English, Irish 
and Osage ancestry.

Website
For more information on library 

books, services and programs — and 
to reserve books, e-books, books on 
CD and DVDs from the comfort of 
your home — please visit our website 
at https://pagosalibrary.org.

Library
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ASI taking part in celebrating Earth Day
Arts
Line

Senior 
News

By Rose Chavez
PREVIEW Columnist

Spring is in the air here in Archu-
leta County. It’s a time to appreciate 
and renew our dedication to pro-
tecting this beautiful planet we call 
home. 

Since 1970, we have set aside 
April 22 as Earth Day to celebrate 
and learn about ways we can honor 
and preserve Earth’s gifts and natural 
resources for our children, grandchil-
dren and future generations. 

Pagosa’s own Southwest Organi-
zation for Sustainability is hosting an 
Earth Day Celebration this Sunday, 
April 21, in Centennial Park at the 
Geothermal Greenhouse Partner-
ship site from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. In-
formation can be found at https://
sospagoa.org. 

Archuleta Seniors Inc. (ASI) is 
excited to be a part of this educational 
and fun experience for people of all 
ages. 

Stop by our booth to enter our 
prize drawing. Learn about how we 
grow fresh local produce and feature 

it in our seasonal menu and meal 
program for older adults. Complete 
our strategic planning survey and 
learn about our programs and ser-
vices available to our 60 and better 
community. 

Here are some other easy ways to 
get involved in the Spirit of Earth Day: 

• Organize a cleanup: Join the 
Town of Pagosa Springs and Archul-
eta County on May 3 for a free dump 
day at multiple locations around 
town and at the annual community-
wide clean-up event followed by 
a BBQ, ice cream contest and free 
concert in Yamaguchi Park on May 
4. Details can be found at https://ar-
chuletacounty.org/728/Big-Spring-
Clean. 

• Tend or start a community gar-

den: The PLPOA Garden Committee 
will meet at 5:30 p.m. on May 2 at 230 
Port Ave. at the garden by the gazebo. 

• Reduce, reuse, recycle: Reduc-
ing, reusing and recycling are impor-
tant aspects of conservation. 

• Enjoy nature: What better way 
is there to celebrate Earth Day than 

by enjoying and appreciating what 
nature has to offer? 

Earth Day is about coming togeth-
er to spread awareness and inspira-
tion, and to make small changes that 
will make a larger impact over time. 

Contact ASI for more information 
on any of the above-listed events or 

activities at (970) 264-2167. 

Survey and focus group
Community members are encour-

aged by ASI to provide feedback on 
the needs of local older adult resi-
dents and to comment on how well 
n See Senior on next page
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ASI is meeting these needs. 
Several focus group discussions 

and an online survey are part of a 
countywide effort to gather data that 
will inform the ASI Board of Directors 
as it plans for ASI’s senior services 
provision for the coming three years. 

“We want to hear from anyone 
and everyone interested in maximiz-
ing the services and supports avail-
able to our community’s seniors,” 
said ASI Executive Director Rose 
Chavez. “It is important that all im-
pacted voices are heard. To this end, 
we are hosting several focus group 
conversations, and are making the 
online survey available in both Span-
ish and English.” 

A focus group discussion (sign-up 
requested) will be held on April 18 (3 
p.m. to 5 p.m.). 

Both clients and non-clients of 
ASI and the Pagosa Senior Center are 
welcome to participate; refreshments 
and door prizes will be provided. 

Those interested in completing 
a short survey may visit www.ps-
seniors.org or contact ASI for a print-
ed version of the survey instrument. 
It is available in Spanish at https://
forms.gle/vBDSkEksaZVZmp6DA 
and in English at https://forms.gle/
D7ftzcJFA8HNvrTA8. 

ASI’s mission is “To promote inde-
pendence and advance community 
resilience by empowering individu-
als who are 60 years old and better, 
their families, and other community 
stakeholders.” 

Services’ delivery is driven by 
the deeply held value that older 
adults have an important role in the 
community, and includes provision 
of meals, social and educational 
activities, monitoring systems and 
other caregiver supports, and local 
referrals. 

For further information, to sign 
up to attend a focus group gather-
ing or to request a printed survey 
document, contact Chavez at ASI, 
(970)264-2167 or rosa@psseniors.
org.

Senior Discount Card
The Senior Center is continuing 

its annual tradition of providing a 
local discount card for those ages 60 
and better. 

The discount card encourages 
seniors to support local recreational, 
restaurant, medical and retail ser-
vices by obtaining a senior discount 
card for a small fee that serves as a 
fundraiser for ASI. 

These local businesses provide a 
discount ranging from 5 percent to 
20 percent off services. 

For more information, visit http://
www.psseniors.org/discount-club.
html or stop by our offices at 451 Hot 
Springs Blvd. to pick up your card. 
For more information, contact us at 
(970) 264-2167.

Healthy aging yoga  
therapy class series

This winter, a healthy aging yoga 

series will be offered as a hybrid class 
at the Senior Center on Mondays 
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

Classes will be structured by ther-
apeutic yoga tools and techniques 
with chair movement, standing 
stretches, gentle postures, breathing 
practices and reflective meditative 
moments. 

Monthly themes for the series 
will include topics such as sustain-
able strength for healthy aging in-
dividuals, brain health, heart and 
cardiovascular health, mental and 
emotional well-being, community 
connections, and stress manage-
ment, to name a few. 

Classes will be educational for 
participants to utilize practices in 
daily life and are meant for all levels 
of experience with yoga. 

The class is hosted by local yoga 
therapist AJ Connors, with a hybrid 
focus for the winter months, blending 
in-person, online and, occasionally, 
recorded classes. Zoom sessions will 
be streamed at the Senior Center to 
provide the community experience to 
practice together or can be accessed 
at home if weather is a factor. 

Mats and chairs will be provided 
at the Senior Center; some blocks 
and Therabands are available, too. 
The addition of yoga props is always 
welcomed. 

We are requesting that individu-
als who are new to joining the series 
arrive early for intake inquiries and 
to please communicate with AJ di-
rectly by emailing ajconnorslove@
gmail.com.

Bingo
The Senior Center will be hosting 

bingo twice a month on Friday after-
noons from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Bingo will be on April 19. 
Participation is free, and we ask 

you bring yourself and a friend for 
joyful fellowship. We will provide 
prizes from local businesses for all 
winners, and snacks will also be 
provided. 

No RSVP is required; just show 
up. All ages are welcome, but we ask 
those 18 and younger to come with 
an adult chaperone. 

For more information, contact us 
at (970) 264-2167.

T’ai Chi Chih
The Senior Center will be offering 

T’ai Chi Chih with accredited instruc-
tor Patti Popovich each Thursday 
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. in the dining 
hall to support older adults who want 
to discover purpose and fulfillment in 
this transitional phase of life.

T’ai Chi Chih is not a martial art, 
but rather a tool for self-healing. Soft-
ness, flow and effortlessness are the 
guiding principles in this practice.

All classes will be free for older 
adults (age 60 and better) and will 
last approximately one hour in the 
dining hall.

No special clothing or equipment 
is required. 

For more information, call (970) 
264-2167.

Senior Conversations
Join us Mondays at 1:15 p.m. for a 

series of “Senior Conversations” with 
local Bill Salmansohn. 

He will lead the group through 
mindfulness exercises and discus-
sion of various topics pertaining to 
aging in Archuleta County. Explore 
and discover for yourself answers to 
your questions and concerns. 

The meeting will be held in the Se-
nior Center in the dining hall. Snacks 
will be provided.

Scrapbooking Club
The Pagosa Springs Scrapbooking 

Club holds monthly meetings the 
second Saturday of each month at 
the Senior Center. 

It meets each month from 10 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. to be creative, share ideas, 
connect with friends, learn new tech-
niques, share supplies and indulge in 
a potluck lunch together. 

Bring your scrapbooking projects 
— or any crafting project that you 
may want to work on with the group. 
If you would like to be added to the 
mailing list to receive notifications 

n See Senior on next page
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510 San Juan Street, Suite 2
(970) 462-3387

each month of the upcoming meet-
ing along with handy tips and tricks 
for scrapbooking, please send your 
request to copenhavercreative@
gmail.com.

Pagosa Springs  
Share lunch Monday 
through Friday

Join us at the Silver Fox’s Den, 
aka the Community Cafe, in person 
for daily hot/cold meals Mondays 
through Thursdays at the Community 
Center between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. It 
is open to all. Pickup is available all 
week, including Fridays. 

Our dining hall is open to all ages 
and welcomes you all with kindness 
and warmth. We provide hot/cold 
meals for anyone in the community 
interested in a nutritious and deli-
cious meal. For those 60 or older we 
request a suggested donation of $6, 
but no one will be turned away. There 
is a $10.50 charge for guests under 
the age of 60. 

Meals include a main course, 
side dish, fruit/dessert, garden salad 
plus beverage. Some popular menu 
items include Frito chili pie, pork 
tenderloin with harvest chutney, 
Singaporean pork ribs, vegetarian 
lasagna, Hawaiian shrimp with coco-
nut rice and always a beautiful green 
salad. Many of our items are locally 
sourced and organic. 

Our chef works with a team of 
local food professionals to hand-
prepare your meal for dine-in service 
in our cozy dining room (with an 
amazing view of the San Juans) or 
for takeout (via our convenient drive-
through). Our menu changes daily. 

To reserve your meal for the day, 
please make your reservation via text 
or phone call to (970) 264-2167 by 9 
a.m. weekdays.

Community Cafe menu
Thursday, April 18 — Chicken 

and dumplings, roasted cauliflower, 
garden salad, fruit, blueberry muffin 
and milk.

Friday, April 19 — Ginger-lime 
shrimp, grits, rainbow chard, garden 
salad, fruit, fortune cookies and milk.

Monday, April 22 — Pork posole, 
tortilla, garden salad, fruit, flan and 
milk.

Tuesday, April 23 — Mahi-mahi 
with mango salsa, quinoa rice pilaf, 
garden salad, fruit, cream puffs and 
milk.

Wednesday, April 24 — Sweet 
potato and black bean tacos with 
avocado, sour cream, cilantro rice, 
garden salad, fruit and milk.

Thursday, April 25 — Meatloaf 
and mashed potatoes and gravy, 
green beans, garden salad, fruit, 
cookies and milk.

Friday, April 26 - Chicken piccata, 
broccoli, dinner roll, garden salad, 
fruit, vanilla-honey yogurt and milk.

Grab-N-Go meals
Dine-in and Grab-N-Go meal 

reservations and cancellations are 

required. Please call or text by 9 a.m. 
the morning of the day you want to 
pick up a meal. A suggested donation 
of $6 helps to sustain our program. 
For ages 59 and younger, the cost is 
$10.50. No one will be turned away 
for their inability to donate. Please 
call or text us at (970) 264-2167 to 
make a reservation.

Meals on Wheels
We deliver fresh Meals on Wheels 

five days a week (and provide frozen 
Meals on Wheels for weekends) 
to homebound Archuleta County 
residents. Call or text us at (970) 
264-2167.

Mobile food pantry  
service discontinued

The Mobile Food Pantry Service 
has been discontinued due to fund-
ing shortages. Older adults needing 
a ride to a local food pantry should 
contact the MET to schedule a ride 
with its paratransit service. For more 
information, contact Lavonne at 
(970) 264-2250.

Text reservations
Don’t forget that we offer a con-

venient texting service for you to 
communicate with us. Text us at 
(970) 264-2167. When texting, please 
include your name, phone number 
and the days you want a meal. If you 
are canceling a reservation, please 
include your name, phone number 
and the days you want to cancel. 

Texting services are available for 
dine-in meal reservations, Grab-
n-Go meals and Meals on Wheels 
recipients.

COVID-19 test  
kits available

Stop by the Senior Center to pick 
up a pack of six free COVID-19 tests 
kits for your personal use. These 
kits are available to anyone in the 
public who needs affordable access 
for health promotion and disease 
prevention.

Mahjong
Mahjong is a 19th century Chinese 

tile-based game that is commonly 
played with four players. Each player 
receives 13 tiles with a goal to make 
matching sets and pairs (like poker). 
To win, a player must form four sets 
and one pair. 

Come to the Senior Center to 
learn or play every Tuesday at 1:15 
p.m.

Medicare call by  
appointment

For anyone who needs help en-
rolling and navigating Medicare 
plans, the San Juan Basin Area Agen-
cy on Aging helps with parts A, B and 
D. They can also help you with fraud 
concerns and troubleshooting any 
billing issues you may be having. By 
appointment only. Please call the 
Medicare line at (970) 264-0501, ext 2.

Mindful drawing
Mindful drawing is an easy-to-

learn, relaxing and fun way to cre-
ate beautiful images by drawing 
structured patterns. Join our friendly 
instructor, Roberta Strickland. 

Classes are every Wednesday at 
1:15 p.m. in the Senior Center. This 
activity is open to all ages. Help us 
create an intergenerational com-
munity. For those under 18 and/or 
with disabilities, you are welcome 
to join us, but we kindly ask you to 
please bring an adult chaperone 
with you.

Bridge 
The longest-played bridge game 

in Archuleta County takes place on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 1:15 
p.m. 

Bridge is a four-player card game 
with partners sitting opposite each 
other around a table. It is a trick-
taking card game using a standard 
52-card deck. Come alone or bring 
a partner. 

Hand and foot card game
Whether you are new to hand and 

foot or interested in learning, please 
join us most Tuesdays at 1:15 at the 
Senior Center. 

This card game involves four 

Senior
n continued from previous page
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In Wyoming, tormenting a wolf is not a big deal

Arts
Line

Opinion: 
Writers on 
the Range

By Wendy Keefover
PREVIEW Columnist

It’s legal in Wyoming to chase 
coyotes and run over them with snow-
mobiles, but, recently, a man used his 
snowmobile to run down a wolf until it 
was disabled. Then he taped the wolf’s 
mouth shut and paraded the animal 
around a local bar, taking photos to 
commemorate the event. Finally, he 
killed the wolf.

According to news reports, the 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department 
fined the man $250. His only crime: 
possession of a live wild animal. The 
more we learn, the worse this disturb-
ing story gets. Most recently, one news 
outlet released video footage from the 
state game department showing the 
muzzled wolf splayed out on the bar 
floor.

The single upside to this incident is 
that it has brought scrutiny to the state 
of Wyoming’s bureaucratic indiffer-
ence to wolves and other wildlife. 

We now know that the responsible 
management agency can’t effectively 
punish one of the worst acts of cruelty 
ever exposed in the state. But is that 
any wonder when we consider that 
the state funds ineffectual predator-
control programs that kill wolves and 
other wild animals indiscriminately?

This failure stands out starkly when 
compared to neighboring Colorado, 
now hosting reintroduced wolves. 
Although Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
reported recent wildlife-rancher con-
flicts, two state agencies, which held 
many meetings with the public before 
wolves came back to the state, are al-
ready working with those ranchers to 
prevent and mitigate losses and to pro-
vide generous compensation funds. 

The new Born to be Wild specialty 
license plate has already generated 
more than $60,000 toward Colorado 
wildlife department’s nonlethal-con-
flict prevention fund for wolves. If a 
wolf, bear or mountain lion causes a 
livestock loss, the producer is eligible 
for compensation, as in a case in early 
April, where wildlife staffers reported 
that wolves had killed two calves. 

Most states have limits on “manner 
of take,” defined as what methods are 
permitted to kill wildlife. But in what 

Wyoming calls its “predator zone” 
that’s a whopping 85 percent of the 
state where wolves, coyotes, red foxes, 
raccoons, porcupines, jack rabbits 
and stray cats can be killed using any 
method. 

Methods include hounding, bait-
ing, neck snares, leg-hold traps, shoot-
ing wildlife from aircraft and M-44 
“cyanide bombs,” courtesy of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Wildlife 
Services. 

This is all usually undertaken to 
protect sheep and cattle and grow 
mule-deer herds for hunters. But 
conservation biologists find otherwise. 

We know that livestock losses at-
tributable to wolves and other native 
carnivores are rare. Using government 
data, the Humane Society of the United 
States found that losses to cattle and 
sheep caused by wolves, cougars and 
grizzly bears amounted to less than 
1 percent of those domestic animal 
inventories in every state containing 
those wildlife species. 

Recent reports have indicated that 
the Sublette County Sheriff’s office has 
opened an investigation into the killing 
of the wolf, and we hope officials will 
move forward with new charges. 

Meanwhile, “wildlife advocates 
in Wyoming, energized by the wolf 
torture allegations, plan to push for 
policy reform,” reports the news outlet 
Wyofile. 

In Wyoming now, it is legal and 
routine to pursue coyotes by running 
them down with snowmobiles. The 
“sport” even has a name: “Chasin’ fur.”

The plight of wolves in Wyoming, 
along with those in neighboring states 
Montana and Idaho where similar 
practices are allowed, highlights the 
need for increased protections for 
these animals. On April 8, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service was sued by 
several wildlife organizations to restore 
protections for wolves in the Northern 
Rockies. 

In the meantime, a case as shocking 
as this must never recur. At the least, 
Wyoming lawmakers need to elimi-
nate its predator zone and strengthen 
animal cruelty laws. In Colorado, wild 
animal or not, such an incident would 
be classified as “aggravated cruelty to 
animals.”

That is the decent thing to do for 
animals, and when we take into ac-
count the links between cruelty to 
animals and interpersonal violence, 
we should see it as essential for a civil 
society as well.

Wendy Keefover is a contributor 
to Writers on the Range, writerson-
therange.org, an independent nonprofit 
dedicated to spurring conversation 
about Western issues. She works for the 
Humane Society of the United States 
as senior strategist for native carnivore 
protection. Views expressed do not 
necessarily represent those of The 
SUN.

rounds of playing until the final 
round is reached — some two to three 
hours later. Plan to stay and meet 
some new friends or catch up with 
those you have missed over the last 
couple of years. 

No experience is necessary, so 
come willing to learn.

Board vacancies
The ASI Board of Directors has 

multiple vacant positions open. The 
terms are three years with an option 
to renew for an additional term. 

Potential candidates should be 
at least 21 years of age or older and 

must have a passion for adult and 
aging services.

Supporting ASI
Please support our ongoing oper-

ations and programming that provide 
critical services to some of the most 
vulnerable in Archuleta County. 

You may mail your donation to 
P.O. Box 3444, Pagosa Springs, CO 
81147 or please visit our website, 
http://www.psseniors.org/ (dona-
tion button). Donation checks can 
be written to: Archuleta Seniors Inc. 
We are located at 451 Hot Springs 
Blvd. For more information about 
Archuleta Seniors Inc., please visit 

http://www.psseniors.org/.
There is also another way to do-

nate.
Are you 70 and half years old or 

better? Do you have an IRA from 
which you need to take a distribu-
tion? Did you know you can make 
charitable donations directly from 
your IRA without paying taxes on 
the distribution, up to $100,000 per 
year? The donation from the account 
would be payable to Archuleta Se-
niors Inc. and sent to P.O. Box 344, 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147. This gift 
option is called the IRA charitable 
rollover or qualified charitable dis-
tribution.

Senior
n continued from previous page

The new Born to 
be Wild specialty 
license plate 
has already 
generated 
more than 
$60,000 toward 
Colorado wildlife 
department’s 
nonlethal-
conflict 
prevention fund 
for wolves.
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FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP.  24-hour 
domestic violence and sexual assault helpline. 
(970) 264-9075.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DIVINE FEMININE PLAYSHOP. “Evoking 
the Feminine through Sensuality” Learn the 
Dance with Adrienne Young Performing artist 
and fashion designer at The New Thought 
Center. $40, Register now. (970)510-0309.

EARTH DAY MEDICINE WHEEL Celebra-
tion & Festival at The New Thought Center. 
11- 4p.m. 11a.m: Medicine Wheel Ceremony 
with Shayla White Eagle. 12 noon: Festival 
featuring, Earth readings and Reiki Energy 
sessions with Stephanie, sparkling crystal 
art with SunDog Creations by Maggie, Earth 
Facials and foot baths, Energy Clearings, Ani-
mal Medicine, with Shayla. Refreshments and 
Music. Earth Mother Drumming circle at 4p.m. 
Book your sessions now. (970)510 0309.

ILLUMINATIONS Thursdays 6p.m. at The 
New Thought Metaphysical Center, Pagosa 
Lodge 3505 W. Hwy 160. April 18th- “The 
Versatilities & uses of Lavender” with Susanne 
Bryant, co-creator of Los Miramontes Laven-
der Farms.  Love donation. April 25th- “Our 
Bodies, Our Hearts, Our Souls...a deeper 
awakening to the healer in you. The way 
of Water, energy medicine & beyond.” with 
Stephanie Morrow, Reiki Master & Higher 
Self Counsel. Love Donation. May 2nd- TBA.
May 9th- with Paul Kreischer, creator of 
Heart of a Building, “Actively Loving Nature; 
Honoring Your Spiritual Calling with Gaia.” 
Love Donation. (970)510-0309.

PAGOSA AA: M-W-F 5:30P.M.; Sunday 
10a.m, Tuesday and Thursday at noon, 
Saturday at 10a.m.. Zoom Sunday 10a.m., 
ID 858 319 763, password 754 234, 315 N. 
2nd St., County Road 200 (.2 miles off 160). 
Information, call Kathi (970)946-1482, or 
Central Office (888)333-9649.

THE TRADE NAME “STEPHEN EUGENE 
ANDERSON” has been returned and re-con-
veyed to its natural, permanent domicile on 
the land and soil of Colorado effective March 
14th, 2024; Anderson, Stephen E., Fiduciary 
in care of 8681 County Road 600, Pagosa 
Springs, Colorado 81147.

THE TRADE NAME “SUSAN CLAIRE SPEN-
CER” has been returned and re-conveyed to 
its natural, permanent domicile on the land 
and soil of Colorado effective March 14th, 
2024; Spencer, Susan C., Fiduciary in care 
of 8681 County Road 600, Pagosa Springs, 
Colorado 81147.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alcohol-
ics Anonymous meets Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Saturdays, 5:30-6:30p.m. Pagosa Bible 
Church, 209 Harman Park Drive. Questions? 
Richard: (970)903-1456. Diamond: (970)264-
1073. More resources: www.aa.org, www.
aa-westerncolorado.com, (970)245-9649, 
(888)333-9649 (24 hours).

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY PERSONALS SERVICES SERVICES

Loving Dog Care 
by Leslie N.
Text pet info to:
469-667-4480
D Boarding  D Day care
D Drop ins D House sitting

References 
and reviews 

available

Start @ $97

I’m Yuma, a friendly 4-month-old, Heeler 
female that would love a home where I can 
be trained to be the best pup I can be. I came 
to the shelter with my sister, Paige. We have 
never been apart and would really like it if we 
could stay together. Please come visit me at the 
Humane Society or call (970) 731-4771.

I’m female, DSH kitty and I am looking for my 
forever home. I am a very lovable purr machine 
but can take a while to warm up to new cats 
and dogs. 
Please come visit me at the Humane Society or 
call (970) 731-4771.

50% OFF 
SALE 

Pre-Retirement 
Inventory Reduction

Framed Art
Unframed Art
Photo Frames

Accessories
Jewelry

Ready-made Frames

ART & FRAMING CENTER 
next to City Market

Mon-Fri 10-4, Sat 10-2

AUTOMATIC GATE OWNERS. Pagosa 
has grown. It’s time to upgrade your gate to 
allow first responder access to your proper-
ty. Special discount for the first 25 people. 
Pagosa Fence Co (970)731-3177. www.
pagosafence.com.

NEW NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS MEET-
ING. Wednesday nights at 5:30, Pagosa Bible 
Church, 209 Harman Park Dr.

Think Hair
Think Elizabeth

970-903-5152

Email us at  
classads@pagosasun.com 
to submit your classified.  

PagosaSUN.com

Excavation 
Dirt Work  

Asphalt Driveways • Foundations • Concrete
Ponds • Septic Systems 

Retaining Walls • Landscaping

Skid Steer 
Mini Excavator 

Free Estimates

Call Josh 
at 970-903-5892

Serving Pagosa Springs, 
Arboles & Chromo

Contracts, Leases, Wills & Trusts
Formation, Securities & Employment

FSBO, Landlord/Tenant & Property Management
MED, Hemp & FDA Compliance

Copyrights & Trademarks

Local Real Estate, Business 
& Estate Planning Attorney

To schedule your free 
consultation, email 

alex@buscherlaw.com
970-335-9098 

422 Pagosa Street, 
Suite 10

www.buscherlaw.com

El Paso 
Concrete Works
serving all of southern Colorado

Patios • Driveways • Flat Work • Steps
Retaining Walls • Decorative Concrete

Call 970-749-6284
more than 20 years experience

insurance & references availableNo job too big or too small

The Water 
Runner
Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery

Cistern Deep Cleaning
(970) 731-5022

Chadd Carnley, owner

You call,
we haul!
Since 1999

PAGOSA SECURE 
STORAGE

80 Bastille Dr. • 970-731-8599
 Storage units & parking spots

Special rates available
pagosaspringsrealty.com 

Stone & Tile 
Works 

Over 25 years of expertise in 
stone and tile installation. 

Leaky shower? We can fix that too! 
Visit tilestoneworks.com 

or call 720-422-6652

Tree Removal & Trimming
Fire Mitigation, Lot Clearing

Licensed & Insured

Call San Juan Arborists LLC 
(719) 849-9515
(706) 410-4997

free quotes

PagosaSUN.com

Established 
1909.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100
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AUTOMATIC GATE OWNERS. Pagosa has 
grown. It’s time to upgrade your gate to allow 
first responder access to your property. Spe-
cial discount for the first 25 people. Pagosa 
Fence Co (970)731-3177. www.pagosafence.
com.

CALL KINGCRETE today and schedule your 
summer concrete projects. Patios, Driveways, 
Outdoor Kitchens/ Fireplaces, Retaining 
Walls, and Foundations. 25 years experience. 
Insured. Local references. Jon (970)946-5643.

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

JD's Cool 
Water Heating

Sales, Service & Repair
Boilers & 

Tank-less Water Heaters
27 years in Pagosa Springs • (970) 946-3989

Colorado License PC0001348, Insured

METAL ROOFING 
& SIDING PANELS

Serving the entire 
Four Corners Area

DYNA PANELS

29 GAUGE METAL • 36” COVERAGE
Installation 

Available
Deal Direct & Save • Many Colors to Choose From

40-Year Paint Warranty
Manufactured in Pagosa Springs!

970-749-0830

We can facilitate all your maintenance or remodeling needs - Kitchen, bath, decks & plumbing
Project/renovation ManageMent  — Architecture, permitting, engineering & interior design 

High Meadows Properties, LLC
A Premier Property Management Company Since 2003

For a more complete list of services and testimonials, go to www.HighMeadowsProperties.com

Home Renovation 
Maintenance & Security Checks

Call today (970) 403-2263

Spring Auto Detailing 
Let us restore your 

muddy vehicle back to 
its spotless condition.

Schedule your 
appointment today!

Prices vary.

Precision Autobody & Collision  (970) 731-3111

Exterior & Interior 
Painting
Exterior Staining
Drywall Texture
Drywall Repair
Roof Repairs
Fire Mitigation
Gutter Cleaning

STAINING &
PAINTING LLC

Patrick Dominic
970-946-9571 432-847-6451

Exterior Spring House Power Washing

Clean Cut Clean Cut 
Painting & StainingPainting & Staining

Call Ryan to schedule now! (970) 585-4578

Interior & Exterior
New construction • Repaints • Power washing

Drywall installation & repair
References • Free estimates • No job too small

Feel the warmthFeel the warmth

Custom installation & finish work 

Chase caps
Snow splitters

Pagosa Peak 
Custom Fireplaces
1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:
(970) 264-2006
www.pagosafireplaces.com

Wood & Gas 
Burning 

Fireplaces 
& Stoves

Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth 
Isokern • FMI
Enviro Pellet 

Stoves

Fine 
& Fast 

Painting
Handyman too!

Experienced • Equipped • Insured
Over 20 years experience

(857) 247-0871
mmmsted@gmail.com

Happily making Pagosa Springs my home!

CALL BRUCECALL BRUCE

Call Bruce at 970-946-4906
40 Years Experience • Insured

for all your roofing needs

Rescrew 
Leak Repair 

Shingles
Specializing in All Metal Roofing

Call Dan • (970) 582-0006

FIRE & ICE

FIREWOOD
Snow Removal

Detail Oriented, Trustworthy & Reliable Cleaners
For All Your Housekeeping & Window Cleaning Needs

Find us on Google & Facebook

Text/call Kim  (970) 946-6446

PLUMBING
Semi-retired plumber 
30+ years experience 
15+ years in Pagosa

Reasonable rates • Local references
Michael • 480-685-6191

I return all calls!

24/7 Service
PlumbingPlumbingCole

EMERGENCIES 
SAME DAY 
in most cases

Adam 575-574-7284
Located in Pagosa Springs

CUSTOM
HOMES

Master Craftsman
Handyman Services
Remodeling Specialist
Kitchens • Baths
Decks • Basements
Interior Trim • Painting
Exterior Siding Installation
Concrete Work • and more
Large & Small Repair Work
Steve
(970) 946-3356

Westward Inc.
Call (970) 264-0913

FREE 
Estimates

Small & Large Jobs Welcome

Landscaping   
& Tractor Work
• Landscaping New & Old
• Planting Trees, Shrubs, etc.
• Drainage Problems Solved
• Driveways Reworked
• Construction, Decks, Patios & Sheds

TURN A JOB

TO DO INTO

A JOB WELL

DONE

Pagosa 

Construction Services

Call (970) 749-4252
Licensed & Insured  •  20+ Years Experience 

Remodels including Kitchen & Bath
Siding • Decking • Drywall • Painting

No Job Too Small
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AUTOMATIC GATE OWNERS. Pagosa has 
grown. It’s time to upgrade your gate to allow 
first responder access to your property. Spe-
cial discount for the first 25 people. Pagosa 
Fence Co (970)731-3177. www.pagosafence.
com.

CALL KINGCRETE today and schedule your 
summer concrete projects. Patios, Driveways, 
Outdoor Kitchens/ Fireplaces, Retaining 
Walls, and Foundations. 25 years experience. 
Insured. Local references. Jon (970)946-5643.

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

JD's Cool 
Water Heating

Sales, Service & Repair
Boilers & 

Tank-less Water Heaters
27 years in Pagosa Springs • (970) 946-3989

Colorado License PC0001348, Insured

METAL ROOFING 
& SIDING PANELS

Serving the entire 
Four Corners Area

DYNA PANELS

29 GAUGE METAL • 36” COVERAGE
Installation 

Available
Deal Direct & Save • Many Colors to Choose From

40-Year Paint Warranty
Manufactured in Pagosa Springs!

970-749-0830

We can facilitate all your maintenance or remodeling needs - Kitchen, bath, decks & plumbing
Project/renovation ManageMent  — Architecture, permitting, engineering & interior design 

High Meadows Properties, LLC
A Premier Property Management Company Since 2003

For a more complete list of services and testimonials, go to www.HighMeadowsProperties.com

Home Renovation 
Maintenance & Security Checks

Call today (970) 403-2263

Spring Auto Detailing 
Let us restore your 

muddy vehicle back to 
its spotless condition.

Schedule your 
appointment today!

Prices vary.

Precision Autobody & Collision  (970) 731-3111

Exterior & Interior 
Painting
Exterior Staining
Drywall Texture
Drywall Repair
Roof Repairs
Fire Mitigation
Gutter Cleaning

STAINING &
PAINTING LLC

Patrick Dominic
970-946-9571 432-847-6451

Exterior Spring House Power Washing

Clean Cut Clean Cut 
Painting & StainingPainting & Staining

Call Ryan to schedule now! (970) 585-4578

Interior & Exterior
New construction • Repaints • Power washing

Drywall installation & repair
References • Free estimates • No job too small

Feel the warmthFeel the warmth

Custom installation & finish work 

Chase caps
Snow splitters

Pagosa Peak 
Custom Fireplaces
1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:
(970) 264-2006
www.pagosafireplaces.com

Wood & Gas 
Burning 

Fireplaces 
& Stoves

Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth 
Isokern • FMI
Enviro Pellet 

Stoves

Fine 
& Fast 

Painting
Handyman too!

Experienced • Equipped • Insured
Over 20 years experience

(857) 247-0871
mmmsted@gmail.com

Happily making Pagosa Springs my home!

CALL BRUCECALL BRUCE

Call Bruce at 970-946-4906
40 Years Experience • Insured

for all your roofing needs

Rescrew 
Leak Repair 

Shingles
Specializing in All Metal Roofing

Call Dan • (970) 582-0006

FIRE & ICE

FIREWOOD
Snow Removal

Detail Oriented, Trustworthy & Reliable Cleaners
For All Your Housekeeping & Window Cleaning Needs

Find us on Google & Facebook

Text/call Kim  (970) 946-6446

PLUMBING
Semi-retired plumber 
30+ years experience 
15+ years in Pagosa

Reasonable rates • Local references
Michael • 480-685-6191

I return all calls!

24/7 Service
PlumbingPlumbingCole

EMERGENCIES 
SAME DAY 
in most cases

Adam 575-574-7284
Located in Pagosa Springs

CUSTOM
HOMES

Master Craftsman
Handyman Services
Remodeling Specialist
Kitchens • Baths
Decks • Basements
Interior Trim • Painting
Exterior Siding Installation
Concrete Work • and more
Large & Small Repair Work
Steve
(970) 946-3356

Westward Inc.
Call (970) 264-0913

FREE 
Estimates

Small & Large Jobs Welcome

Landscaping   
& Tractor Work
• Landscaping New & Old
• Planting Trees, Shrubs, etc.
• Drainage Problems Solved
• Driveways Reworked
• Construction, Decks, Patios & Sheds

TURN A JOB

TO DO INTO

A JOB WELL

DONE

Pagosa 

Construction Services

Call (970) 749-4252
Licensed & Insured  •  20+ Years Experience 

Remodels including Kitchen & Bath
Siding • Decking • Drywall • Painting

No Job Too Small
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CHOICE CLEANING, LLC. Commercial, 
STR/LTR, post construction and move outs. 
Licensed and insured.  Call (970)507-1399.

CLEANING WITH ATTENTION TO DETAILS. 
Residential and commercial. Please call Julie 
(970)946-8229.

ASPENGLOW LANDSCAPING/ YARD 
MAINTENANCE/ YARD CLEANUP. Mowing, 
trimming, raking and tree trimming. Tractor 
available for planting and landscaping. 
(970)946-2061.

ATTENTION DISPLEASED STR OWNERS. 
Prism Property Management Spring Special! 
Frustrated with your current property manage-
ment company? Cringing at the cost, while 
cleanings are less than sparkling? We’ll polish 
things up and beat your current rates. Sasha 
(307)699-0891 or Bri (970)317-4641.

BAT MITIGATION before migration begins. 
Meticulously seal dwelling to prevent bat in-
vasion. Limited window until May 10th. Arlie’s 
Chimney Sweep (970)731-2543.

BAZ THE HANDYMAN PAGOSA Springs is 
your one stop shop for wide range of home 
maintenance and repair solutions. Just call 
Baz (480)433-1776.

BOOKING NOW FOR SEASONAL CLEAN-
UP and summer installments. If you have been 
thinking about adding in hardscaping —flag-
stone, retaining walls, patios, walkways— or 
would like to add garden beds and other 
landscaping elements. Call Clarks’ Custom 
Landscaping for a free consultation. (505)709-
8579 (Rebekah), clarkscustomlandcape@
gmail.com, clarkscustomlandscaping.com. 
Licensed and insured.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING. Reasonable 
prices. Linda Lerno, (970)731-5173.

ELK PARK CONSTRUCTION. Garages, 
Decks, Additions. 45 years experience. Call 
Steve (970)903-7567.

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR HOUSE painting 
and staining. Kitchens, bathrooms, decks, 
granite countertops and more. Call Josh 
Soniat (970)903-5892.

FLING INTO SPRING. Do you know studies 
have shown a clean home helps to relieve 
stress? AOG Legacy can help you with all 
your cleaning needs. We specialize in resi-
dential, commercial, AirBNB and construction 
cleaning. Call (801)609-6659 to schedule an 
appointment.

HANDYMAN SERVICE. Noah’s Ark Enterpris-
es. (970)901-5298.

HOME SERVICES– REPAIR/ INSTALL.  Spe-
cializing in Rentals and VRBOs Anything in 
or around your property. INTEGRATED, LLC 
(970)731-3558.

KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing 
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don’t trap 
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident. 
Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

LET US GIVE YOU A HELPING HAND with all 
your home improvement projects, both interior 
and exterior. We are Handy Helpers and we 
are here to help! (970)403-9159.

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable 
and reliable. (970)946-2061.

METAL ROOF REPAIR, TIGHTENING or 
replacing. Chimney cleaning, chimney repair. 
Replacement or new chimney installs. Call 
(970)731-4585 office, or (970)946-1275.

MINT ROOFING-ROOF SNOW REMOVAL & 
ICE DAM MITIGATION Contact Mint Roofing 
at (970)426-5255.

PAGOSA SPARKLES, LLC. Group of high 
standard cleaners, reliable, trustworthy and 
affordable. Window cleaning also available. 
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE/ HOME CARE 
checks, providing snow removal, landscaping, 
handyman services. Call Eric (970)946-2061.

RICHARD DECLARK ELECTRICAL is 
available for all your electrical services from 
remodels to new construction. I have been in 
Pagosa for 15 years, no job too small or too 
large. (970)903-1456.

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25 
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden 
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual. 
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted with no fee. 
Hallways and closets always free.

ROOF REPAIRS, LEAKS, RESCREWS, 
INSPECTIONS.  35+ years experience. Call 
Jeff at Blair Roofing. (970)903-6556.

ROOF RESCREWING, CHIMNEY CLEAN-
ING, roof repairs, dryer vent cleaning, valley 
repairs. Arlie’s Chimney Sweep. (970)731-
2543.

SENIOR COMPANION/CARE-ASSIST Ser-
vices in Pagosa Springs. Services include a 
wide range of tasks. Call for questions and 
pricing at (970)325-3585.

SKID STEER EXCAVATOR, DUMP trailer for 
hire. Driveways, foundations, gravel, septic 
systems, etc. Call Josh Soniat (970)903-5892.

TANKLESS/ON DEMAND WATER HEAT-
ERS. Largest inventory in the area, including 
replacement parts. Same day Installation 
and service in most cases. We are the only 
company that extends the parts & labor 
warranty from 1 year to 5 years. VAIL HOME 
SERVICES, (760)835-1041.

TREE REMOVAL. Licensed and insured up 
to $2 million. Free estimates. No obligations. 
Call OR text (970)903-8068.

WE HAUL. WE WILL haul off anything but 
your marijuana or your mother- in- law. No job 
too big or too small. We also move buildings. 
We don’t haul pigs. Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

HEALTH
HOT SPRINGS HEALERS. Sessions at 
hot springs! Also, cranial sacral, bodywork, 
massage. Serving Pagosa 27 years, Dr. Dean 
and Amanda, (970)844-0645, (970)903-5309.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT /Front Desk 
person needed for diverse office. Must be MS 
Office proficient with strong business writing 
and communication skills, able to multi-task, 
organized and detail-oriented. Tech savvy a 
plus.  Please send your resume to frontdesk@
pagosalandcompany.com.

ARCHULETA COMBINED COURT is accept-
ing applications for a 40 hour per week Court 
Judicial Assistant. State Judicial employees 
have access to medical, dental and vision 
health care packages, optional life insurance, 
flex spending accounts, and health saving 
accounts. New employees earn a generous 
amount of paid time off and receive 11 paid 
holidays per year. For complete job descrip-
tion and application instructions please see 
website https://www.courts.state.co.us/
Careers/Opportunities.cfm.

CITY HALL CAFE hiring servers and line 
cooks. Apply within. 2151 Eagle Drive.

EXPERIENCED EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 
position available with Colorado Rock & Dirt 
Excavation, Inc. Full-time (40-hr week) year 
round.  We offer paid vacations, 401K and 
bonuses. Please call (970)264-3478 or submit 
resume to coloradorock08@gmail.com.

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE AFFORDABLEFREE ESTIMATE

CALL MARK   970-398-5212 LOCAL • LICENSED • INSURED

ALL PHASES OF HOME IMPROVEMENT

MOUNTAIN HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

Visit us at
PagosaSpringsStorage.com            

Call 970-731-0007

ALL SIZE STORAGE 
UNITS AVAILABLE

Call for specials

CARGO CONTAINERS. 
RENT or BUY. 

We Deliver!

Deck Specialist

Call Mike today 970-507-0379

Decking floor 
replaced

Total deck rebuilds
Handrails
Stairs
35 years experience
references

Home Repair Specialist

35 years experience
references

Call Mike today 970-507-0379

Home Maintenance
Repairs • Remodels
Plumbing & Electric 

Repairs
Carpentry
Kitchen & Bath 

Remodels
Decks • Fences
Roof Repairs
Concrete & more

Paul’s Paul’s 
PaintingPainting
Interior/exteriorInterior/exterior
Deck & fence stainingDeck & fence staining
Free estimates
33 years experience
Insured • References

(970) 422-7916

Same 
day 

callback!

Paul’s Paul’s 
Home Home 

ServiceService
Interior & Exterior PaintingInterior & Exterior Painting

Deck Repairs • Carpentry • Siding RepairsDeck Repairs • Carpentry • Siding Repairs
Fence & Deck StainingFence & Deck Staining

Free estimates 
33 years experience
Insured • References
(970) 422-7916

Same 
day 

callback!

New Construction
Remodeling • Houses
Garages • Barns • Decks
Licensed, insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

Call Rick 
(970) 946-1737

Blueprints
Have your plans drawn now.

Don’t wait! 
Be ready to start your house, 
barn, garage or deck on time.

Call Rick 
946-1737

REMODELING
NEW ADDITIONS

COMMERCIAL

Terry’s ACE  
525 Navajo Trail Dr.

Terry’s Colorado Home Supply 
and Ace Hardware 

Hiring for:

Full time Cashier
Full time Seasonal 
Garden Associate

Weekend days required. 
Starting at $17/hr.

Must be reliable, motivated and team oriented.
Benefits include discounts, paid time off, 

profit sharing and more.
Apply in person. 

Applications available at terrysace.com

CONTRACTOR SALES
Ponderosa Lumber is seeking 
a customer service oriented 
individual to assist contractors 
with purchasing building 
materials. Knowledge of 
building materials is necessary. 
Responsibilities include:

• Providing excellent customer 
service

• Completing required paperwork
• Providing product information
• Data Entry

Please apply in person at 

Ponderosa Lumber
2435 Eagle Drive or call (970) 731-4111

PagosaSUN.com
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FRONT DESK Part-time, 2-3 days a week. 
Shifts may include mornings, days, nights, 
and weekends. If you have a friendly, posi-
tive attitude; strong customer service skills; 
are comfortable with computers; and have a 
strong work ethic we’d love to talk with you. 
Healing Waters Resort & Spa, 140 Hot Springs 
Blvd. Applications can be downloaded at www.
pshotsprings.com or stop by to pick one up. 
Applications can be emailed to: sales@
pshotsprings.com, Attention Front Desk Po-
sition. We look forward to hearing from you!

HOUSEKEEPING. Full-time position. MUST 
be able to work Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays along with holiday shifts. We are 
looking to add one more team member to 
our current housekeeping staff. If you have 
a friendly attitude, an eye for detail, and a 
strong work ethic, we’d love to hear from 
you! Healing Waters Resort & Spa, 140 Hot 
Springs Blvd. Email: sales@pshotsprings.
com, Attention Housekeeping, or stop by to 
fill out an application. Puesto de limpieza a 
tiempo completo. Debe poder trabajar los 
Viernes, Sábados, y Domingos. Junto con los 
turnos de vacaciones. Estamos buscando un 
miembre  mas del equipo a nuestro personal 
de limpieza actual. Si tienes una actitud am-
igable, un ojo para los detalles y una fuerte 
ética de trabajo. Nos encantaría saber de ti el 
en Healing Waters Resort and Spa, 140 Hot 
Springs Blvd, Email: sales@pshotsprings.
com. Atención al Servicio De Limpieza. O 
pásate por aquí para rellenar una aplicación.

IMMEDIATE OPENING for CDL Driver /
Equipment Operator. Experience is forestry 
equipment helpful. Must pass drug test. Local 
driving only. Please send your resume to 
frontdesk@pagosalandcompany.com.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS for kitchen staff, 
servers and bartenders for the summer 
season. Experience preferred but will train. 
Please apply in person at The Buck Stops 
Here Market and Eatery, 19 Navajo Trail Dr.

GENERAL LABORER NEEDED F/T or 
P/T Seasonal. Assorted Duties. Please 
send resume or work history to frontdesk@
pagosalandcompany.com. Phone (970)264-
5000.

GROWING SPACES is hiring enthusiastic 
and motivated individuals with a passion 
for organic gardening, healthy living and 
helping customers succeed in growing their 
dream gardens. We are hiring in our HUMAN 
RESOURCES department. This is Full-time 
onsite position and it includes paid health 
benefits, 401(k) match and paid time off. $20+ 
DOE. EOE. Go to www.growingspaces.com/
employment to print an application, or send 
resume to employment@growingspaces.com.

IN BUSINESS FOR 30 YEARS. Colorado 
Dream Homes is looking for full- time (40- hour 
week) year-round work. Construction laborers 
$20- $25 an hour, based on experience. Finish 
Carpenters $25- $30 an hour, based on expe-
rience. Interior/ exterior painters $25- $30 an 
hour, based on experience. Payroll position 
benefits- paid time off, bonuses. Please call 
(970)731-3071 or email coloradodream-
homesinc@gmail.com to submit a resume 
or questions.

IN NEED OF Maintenance, Kitchen Manager, 
Cook, Retreat Manager, Store Manager and 
other roles. Room and board included plus 
hourly pay. Apply at taramandala.org/connect/
employment-opportunities/.

INTEGRATED WALLWORKS IS SEEKING 
HELP for local projects. We are hiring Plas-
terers, Lathers, Laborers, & Masons. Would 
consider applicants with light carpentry 
experience as well. Excellent Pay based 
on experience. Please send applications to 
integratedwallworksjobs@gmail.com.

JOIN OUR TEAM and make a difference 
- PS FroYo operates to support adults with 
developmental disabilities and all proceeds 
benefit Aspen House/ Aspen Services. We 
are hiring a manager with strong leadership 
skills, exceptional customer service and a 
passion for working with students and adults 
with different abilities. In this position you will 
be able to help us grow our business while 
making a difference in the community. Stop by 
PS FroYo today and drop off a resume or call 
for an interview: (970)946-9042. Salary DOE.

LANDSCAPE LABORERS WANTED. Must 
have own transportation. Call for an applica-
tion. Good pay for good help. (970)946-2277.

MOUNTAIN MAMA MASSAGE is looking for 
LMTs to join our team! Utilize your healing gifts 
in our fun, relaxed work environment where 
you are appreciated! TOP PAY $50 /hour +tips. 
Email racheldevloo@gmail.com.

MOUNTAIN SPIRITS IS SEEKING custom-
er service associates. Must be available 
nights and weekends. We offer $16 p/h to 
start, accrued vacation/personal time, per-
formance-based bonuses twice a year, and 
employee discounts. Please apply in person.

NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a 
full-time cashier nights and weekends. Com-
petitive wages. Please apply in person at 30 
N. Pagosa Blvd.

OWNERS, THERE IS A LONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We 
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need 
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest 
commission and highest customer service. 
All you have to do is wait for your rent check 
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain 
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.

PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time 
cashier. Please come and apply in person at 
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.

PAGOSA OUTSIDE IS HIRING retail and 
reservation positions for the summer season, 
info@pagosaoutside.com.

PAGOSA PEAK OPEN SCHOOL is soliciting 
proposals for an architect and project manager 
for their grant-funded playground renovation. 
Please email eosmera@ppos.co for more 
information or see the RFP on our website 
under contract opportunities.

PAGOSA THERAPEUTICS AND THE 
GREEN HOUSE are looking for friendly and 
enthusiastic people who are eager to share 
their knowledge and help customers navigate 
the wide world of cannabis. Must be 21 years 
of age. A Marijuana Enforcement Division 
badge is required to start work. Come join 
a growing company with opportunities for 
advancement and involvement in outreach 
events. Please email your resume to employ-
ment@jandjinc.net.

PHYSICAL THERAPY TECH Rocky Mountain 
Physical Therapy has an opening for a full time 
Physical Therapy Tech. We are looking for a 
dependable, energetic multitasker who will 
enjoy helping people recover from surgeries, 
injuries, accidents and other health issues to 
join our team. No prior experience necessary.  
We offer competitive pay, $16- 18 per hour, 
and benefits including paid holidays, paid 
sick leave, 401k plan, and a profit-sharing 
program. Please submit resume to RMPT 
117 Navajo Trail Dr., Suite T or email to roc-
kymountainpt@yahoo.com.

PONDEROSA LUMBER IS SEEKING a 
person for a yard associate/ driver position. 
Lumber experience and/or CDL license is a 
plus, but not necessary. Duties may include 
delivering loads to job sites, as well as helping 
customers in the yard, loading/ unloading 
trucks and providing inventory support. We 
offer competitive wages based on experience 
and a benefit package that includes Holiday 
Pay, Paid Time Off, 401(k) and Medical/
Dental insurance for full-time employees. 
Please apply in person at 2435 Eagle Drive 
in Pagosa Springs.

ROOF LABORER NEEDED with some con-
struction experience. Will train. $20-$25/ hour 
to start. (970)749-0830.

SEAMLESS FINISH LLC is hiring for concrete 
work. Pay based on experience. No experi-
ence required. (970)903-2252.

TIRED OF RENTING? Habitat for Humanity 
of Archuleta County is seeking applicants now 
to partner to build their own home in 2025. 
Applications are open through the end of June 
2024. Swing by our office or website to pick 
one up, or reach out to staff with questions. 
Home@HabitatArchuleta.org, (970)264-6860, 
www.habitatArchuleta.org.

FOR SALE
1.4 ACRE VACANT LOT for sale in AS4, 382 
Blue Jay Dr. Electric nearby, beautiful view! 
$43,500 FSBO. Call Ricky (507)581-0203.

30” EARTHLITE AVALON MASSAGE TA-
BLE with thick foam. Comes with head rest, 
arm rest and carry case. Very good condition. 
Closing office. $150. (970)903-0861.

AVON RAFT. $1,500 OBO. (720)353-6253.

DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $240 a cord. 
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfield. 
Gabe (970)403-2784.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Early spring special. 
$200 per cord. Call (970)317-3120.

FIREWOOD SALE. The end of the season 
dump truck special is back! Get a HUGE 
load split and delivered for $475! This will be 
the cheapest price of the year. Start getting 
stocked back up now! Only while supplies last. 
FIRE&ICE (970)582-0006.

NEW 20’ CONTAINERS FOR SALE or rent. 
We deliver to homes or businesses. Pagosa 
Springs Storage (970)731-0007.

OUTDOOR VEHICLE STORAGE SPACES 
available. 16’, 20’, 25’, plus indoor 12’x20’. 
Winter specials starting at $60. Pagosa 
Springs Storage. Gated with security cameras. 
(970)749-1500.

SCOTCHMAN 65 TON IRONWORKER hole 
Dies-break, 3 PH converter, Lincoln welders, 
Plasma Cutter, drill presses, miscellaneous 
steel working equipment. Call for pricing 
information (970)507-0475.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for 
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded, 
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan 
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

TWIN SEALY MATTRESS SET with metal 
frame. Like new. $250. (970)317-9036.

TWO 50-GALLON STEEL DRUMS with lids. 
Used, great condition, $45 each. Can be seen 
on Thursday or Friday at Pagosa Springs 
SUN, 457 Lewis Street.

PETS
ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop 
by or call (970)731-4771. You’ll be amazed 
at what we have to offer. www.humaneso-
ciety.biz.

AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES. 3 
Male. Ready for new homes 3/28/24. Call 
(719)641-7617.

CKC YORKIES 8 weeks. Boy $800. Girl 
$1200. Tails docked and shots. (970)317-
5859.

DOGGY DAY CARE 81147.COM. Open 365 
days of the year! Full day and half day doggy 
day care and overnight boarding. Convenient-
ly located just 1 mile from downtown Pagosa. 
Call (970)264-9111.

FOR POOCH SAKES GROOMING. Appoint-
ments available with Kelly (303)819-2015. Mo-
bile appointments with Barb (970)903-1290.

LOVING DOG CARE BY LESLIE N. Text 
Pet Info to (469)667-4480. Boarding, day 
care, drop ins, house sitting. References and 
reviews available.

AUTOS
GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4 
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango. 
(970)385-7940.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED FOR SALE

Join the 
RG BANK Team!
Pagosa Springs is hiring. 

 
For a job description and an application, go to:  

https://rgbank.bank/careers/

Equal Housing Lender.  Member FDIC.

PRECISION AUTOBODY 
is seeking a full-time or part-time 

OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Mon-Fri 9-5

Responsibilities include Scheduling, Filing, Email, 
Telecommunication, and some light cleaning.

Competitive wage offered. 

Call 970-731-3111 or stop in at 667 Cloman Blvd.

PagosaSUN.com
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REDUCED PRICE! 1999 FORD F150 4x4, 
runs great, $2,500. (303)594-5117.

YARD SALES
144 WILDWOOD DRIVE. 8:30a.m. -4p.m. 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday. Boats, trailers, 
gas oven, refrigerator, furniture, cabinets, 
household items, fencing material, 2012 Van. 
(970)398-1928.

BE SURE TO CHECK for more yard sales in 
the Too Late To Classify section.

ESTATE SALE Fine furniture, household 
goods. Friday and Saturday, April 19th and 
20th. 8 -2 at 140 Seminole Dr., Unit 7.

ESTATE SALE. Friday and Saturday, April 
19 and 20, 8a.m. sharp. Furniture, decorative 
items, kitchen items, beds, dressers, house-
hold and more. Highway 160 West, right on 
North Pagosa, left on Lakeside, house number 
1155. Rain or shine. AEHPOS.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT
4 OFFICE SPACES. Freshly remodeled, 
$400-$525. Well suited for spa services, 
140-270 sq. ft. Beautiful spacious restrooms. 
(970)946-3232.

DOWNTOWN OFFICE for rent on 2nd floor. 
Two room suite with private bathroom. $450/ 
month including utilities and WiFi. No smok-
ers. No pets. (970)946-2728.

OVER 750 SQ.FT. COMMERCIAL office 
space. $850 /monthly. Available April 1. Pre-
fer long term. Call (970)946-7355 for more 
information.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering 
“Aspen Plaza ProSuites” These are Profes-
sional Office Suites available for Long Term 
or Short Term rental from 100 SF to 205 SF, 
priced from $264-$669/ month. We also offer 
Hourly, Daily, or other Membership options for 
even more flexibility. Also, Large Conference/ 
Event Room Available. Call (970)889-2022 for 
more information.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering 
Lewis St. Office Suites available from 238 
SF to 755 SF, and priced from $400 - $700/
mo. Excellent for a studio or professional 
office space. Call (970)889-2022 for more 
information.

VACATION RENTALS
OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND 
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission 
and highest customer service. All you have to 
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We 
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals 
(970)507-1192.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS
3 BEDROOM, 2.25 BATH, 2-car garage, 
3,348 sq. ft. beautiful home on remote 35 
acres. $4,500/ month. TP-2 Team Pagosa 
(970)731-8599, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

GREAT LOCATION. 5 minute walk to Pagosa 
Lake. 2 bedroom, 4-plex coming available. 
Most utilities paid. Washer/ dryer, dishwasher, 
stove and fridge. Natural gas, hot water heat, 
covered deck, seasonal stream. $1,469, 2 
bedroom, 1 bath. 3 bedroom, 1 bath, $1,569. 
$1,000 deposit. No pets. Non-smokers pre-
ferred. For details call/ text John, (720)960-
4910.

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call 
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, 46 Eaton Drive, 
Suite #1, pagosaspringsrealty.com.

NICE UNFURNISHED 3 bedroom 2 bath car 
garage home on a wooded lot. 1 dog allowed. 
Available 5/10/24. TP-19. $2400 /month. 
(970)731-8599 or visit teampagosa.com.

NICELY FURNISHED 2 bed 2 bath condo. 
Conveniently located near uptown amenities. 
Water, sewer, trash and snow removal includ-
ed in rent. TP-16. $1750/ month. No smoking. 
No pets. Team Pagosa (970)731-8599 or visit 
teampagosa.com.

ONE BEDROOM. Lake front apartment. 600 
square feet. $900/ month includes utilities 
and one parking spot. No smoker. No pets. 
(970)946-2728.

OVER THE GARAGE APARTMENT. Fur-
nished. 1 bedroom. Living, Dining and Kitchen. 
Bonus room. Large deck overlooks mountains, 
sunsets and lakes. Furnished outside deck. 
Includes WIFI, electric, gas, water, sewer, 
trash pickup, cable TV, washer and dryer. Walk 
to City Market and bus. No pets. No smoking. 
Free month with signing of annual lease. Last 
month rent plus $500 deposit. $1500 month. 
(970)398-0023.

QUIET AND PRIVATE STUDIO close to 
uptown. Fully furnished. All utilities included. 
No pets. No smokers. One occupant. $900/ 
month. First, last deposit. 1 year lease pre-
ferred. (970)731-5933.

SUPER NICE UNFURNISHED 3 bedroom 2 
bath. 2 car oversized garage townhome. All 
appliances including a gas fireplace. Great 
views. Water, sewer, trash and snow removal 
included in rent. TP-11. $2500/month. No pets. 
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599 or teampagosa.
com. AVAILABLE NOW.

UNFURNISHED 3 BEDROOM 2 Bath home in 
Lakewood Village subdivision on 1 acre. Very 
quiet wooded neighborhood, close to all ame-
nities. Background check. Rental references. 
Employment references. Good credit score. 6 
months/ 1 year lease. Dog under 50lbs okay. 
$2,200 plus utilities. 1st/ last/ $2,000 deposit. 
Email torrance856@gmail.com.

UNFURNISHED AND REMODELED 3 
bedroom 2 bath. 2 car oversized garage 
home on rural acreage. Call for more info. 
TP-18.  $2350/month. (970)731-8599 or visit 
teampagosa.com.

UNIQUE REMODELED partially furnished 
studio units. Pets considered with approval, 
pet deposit, and monthly pet rent. Utilities 
are extra but include Starlink Internet. Call 
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599 for availability 
and sizes or visit teampagosa.com. TP-12. 
$850-1295/month.

HOMES FOR SALE

LAND/ BUILDING SITES
MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique 
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres 
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588 
blancoretreat@gmail.com.

OPEN HOUSES
OPEN HOUSE Saturday April 20, 11- 3p.m., 
301 Handicap, paved road, 3- 4 bedroom, 2.5 
baths, Zen backyard, open plan, new kitchen.
Jim Smith Realty. Anita (512)214-7923.

HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE

AUTOS COMMERCIAL FOR RENT RESIDENTIAL RENTALS RESIDENTIAL RENTALS HOMES FOR SALE

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Call Marcie Lewis 
(970) 759-8672

Whether
Buying or Selling

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

MarcieLewis.com

Serving Sellers & Buyers
970-946-6856

christie@jimsmithrealty.com

Christie 
Calderwood
SRS,ABR,ePRO

PagosaSUN.com
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Talk to Your Neighbors and Friends

Research Online

1
Reach out to your neighbors and friends in the area and inquire about their experiences with
propane services, particularly with Inter-Mountain Propane. Recommendations from trusted
individuals can offer valuable insights into the quality of service provided by Inter-Mountain
Propane. You might discover that Inter-Mountain Propane is the go-to choice for many in the
community, solidifying our reputation as a reliable propane company.

Compare Prices and Services

Call us!

(970) 264-1301

2

3

4

Take some time to research Inter-Mountain Propane. Learn about the services we provide.
Remember that while cost is important, it's equally crucial to find a company that treats you
with respect and meets your needs.

Compare the prices and services offered by different propane providers. However, look
beyond just the cost—consider factors like reliability, customer service, and overall
satisfaction. Sometimes, you can find a better company that charges less than your current
one. Inquire about our prices.

If we’ve piqued your interest in Inter-Mountain Propane, call us! We can give you detailed
information about what we would offer as your NEW propane provider. We’ll share with you
our delivery schedules, emergency services, and any other relevant details. Our clear
communication will help you make an informed decision and make the transition to Inter-
Mountain Propane seamless!

INTERMOUNTAINPROPANE.COM

4 STEPS TO YOUR NEW
PROVIDER!

TRUST THE PROPANE COMPANY
YOUR NEIGHBORS CHOOSE

Locally owned and operated propane
service provider servicing Pagosa Springs,
Colorado and our surrounding neighbors.

Your Local & Reliable
Propane Company


