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Town, county discuss options — A6
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Town council
opts for
alternative

to Fourth of
July Parade

By Derek Kutzer
Staff Writer

On March 4, the Pagosa Springs
Town Council decided that it will
forgo a traditional motorized Fourth
of July parade for this year’s cel-
ebrations, mainly due to the Colo-
rado Department of Transportation’s
(CDOT’s) U.S. 160 reconstruction
project happening this summer.

Instead of a parade, the council
opted to have a celebration at Ya-
maguchi Park that will lead into the
annual fireworks display, fire danger
permitting.

Atthe previous meeting, Parks and
Recreation Director Darren Lewis
brought three options before the
council: to have a parade following
the same route as 2024’s parade, to
have a “stationary” parade on 6th
Street or to have celebration at Ya-
maguchi Park.

But, this time around, after being
implored at the last meeting by coun-
cil member Leonard Martinez and

M See Parade A14

Charges
filed in fatal
February crash

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

Charges have been filed in the case
of a Feb. 15 crash outside of Pagosa
Springs that killed two.

According to 6th Judicial District
Attorney Sean Murray, the charges
against Justin McCelvey, 37, of Texas,
include two counts of extreme indif-
ference murder (a Class 1 felony),
two counts of vehicular homicide (a
Class 3 felony), one count of vehicular
assault (a Class 4 felony), DUI (a mis-
demeanor), and illegal possession or
consumption of alcohol in a motor
vehicle (a traffic infraction).

Arrest charges in the case did not
include the counts of extreme indif-
ference murder. Ata bond hearing in
front of Archuleta County Court Judge
Justin Fay, it was indicated the driver
was alleged to have been traveling
at a high rate of speed prior to the
accident, though his then-attorney
argued that was alleged to have taken
place some time before the incident.

McCelvey’s bond was increased to
M See Charges A8
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Start date for
U.S. 160 project
moved to
March 24

By Derek Kutzer

Companies.

ist season.

partner.
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Personnel from the Colorado Department of Transporta-
tion and U.S. 160 reconstruction contractor WW Clyde
speak with and answer questions for the public at Mon-
day evening’s open house. The project is set to begin
March 24, weather permitting.

M See Project A8

On Feb. 27, the Cone Zone Care Committee, an
offshoot of the Main Street Advisory Board, hosted a
publicupdate on Colorado Department of Transpor-
tation’s (CDOT'’s) upcoming U.S. 160 reconstruction
project through downtown Pagosa Springs.

The packed-house meeting at Motel SOCO in-
cluded representatives from the Town of Pagosa
Springs, the Cone Zone Committee, as well as CDOT
and its contractor for the project, WW Clyde and

The update, at times, turned contentious, with
local business owners expressing unhappiness with
the original planned start date of March 17, which
would have fallen during the spring break busy tour-

Local business owners pleaded with CDOT to
delay the project by one week, with one saying it
would be “crushing” for downtown businesses if the
project starts the week of March 17.

The following day, CDOT and its contractor re-
ported that they had listened to public sentiment
on the issue, announcing that they would delay the
project by one week, with the updated start date
slated for March 24, weather permitting.

Meredith Greene, one of CDOT’s public informa-
tion managers for the project, stated that the contrac-
tor made the date change to be a good community

On March 3, CDOT revealed more detailed infor-
mation on the project’s planned work, phasing and
work schedule at an open house where maps and
posters were shown to the public.

CDOT'’s informational webpage on the project
explains that the scope of work taking place through
the downtown will include:

« Transitioning to a concrete road surface between
North 8th Street and North 1st Street.

o Pedestrian crosswalks with flashing signs in-
stalled near 3rd Street, 2nd Street and 6th Street.

« Improvements to sidewalk ramps compliant with
the Americans with Disabilities Act.

CDOT states that “replacing the asphalt with con-

Skiers take off down a freshly groomed cat-track at Wolf Creek Ski Area on Tuesday morning after
9 inches of new snow fell from Monday, March 3, to Tuesday, March 4, bringing the total season-
to-date snowfall to 149 inches. According to the National Weather Service, anywhere from 11 to 19
inches of additional snowfall is expected through Saturday night.

SUN photo/Clayton Chaney

PLPOA gymnasium project vote fails

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

On Saturday, March 1, the Pagosa
Lakes Property Owners Association
(PLPOA) announced that the vote

for the proposed gymnasium project
did not pass.

Additional details were released
on the PLPOA’s website at https://
www.plpoa.com/gymnasium/ on
Monday, March 3, which indicated

there were a total of 5,316 votes sub-
mitted out of a possible 14,712.

The website indicates that 5,207
votes were submitted through the “e-
vote” option, while 109 votes were sub-
H See Gymnasium A8

Fire chief offers update
on hydrantissue

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

Pagosa Fire Protection District
(PFPD) Chief Robert Bertram offered
anupdate on the ongoing fire hydrant
issue at the district’s board meeting
Tuesday evening, indicating person-
nel could be out flowing hydrants
this spring.

“That’s always been a big thing,
especially after the California fires,
a bunch of people have interest,”
Bertram said.

Bertram told the board the issue
originally started with conversations
with Pagosa Lakes Property Owners
Association (PLPOA) General Manag-
er Allen Roth, with people approach-
ing PLPOA to ask about hydrants.

That then opened the conversa-
tion with the Pagosa Area Water and
Sanitation District (PAWSD) about
maintenance of the hydrants, he
explained.

Bertram added he asked about
testing hydrants when he began his
current role and was told the fire
department can’t test them “based
off of something that happened 10
years ago.’

He added he met with the county
manager, sheriff, town manager,
PAWSD general manager and another
PAWSD staff member Tuesday after-
noon to talk about what the future will
looklike so they can all work together
on the hydrants.

“Unfortunately, some of them may

not have been touched in 10 years
and a lot can happen in 10 years if
you're not even just working that
valve,” he said. “So, we're working
on a process to be able to at least go
out there and start opening up the
hydrants, whether we're flow testing
them or just initially opening ‘em up
to flush them, trying to work with
PAWSD on that”

Bertram explained an intergov-
ernmental agreement was in place
10 years ago or more where PAWSD
paid the PFPD per hydrant.

“Ultimately, we're trying to figure
out how we can all work together,
start flowing some of these hydrants
to make sure they’re ready for us ...,
be able to document maintenance on
‘em, and then, whether it's PAWSD
or us, how we share that information
between us,” he said.

He added this spring they’ll be out
getting hydrants flushed and figuring
out what is there.

Later in the conversation, Bertram
noted the only time flow tests are
being done currently are for devel-
opment.

He added the parties are trying to
come together to figure outhow to do
it to be beneficial for everyone.

He added hopefully what hap-
pened 10 years ago can be put aside.

He acknowledged the hydrants
have become a community discus-
sion.

“However it went down, it is good
H See Hydrant A8
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“HOME OF THE WORLD'S DEEPEST

As we reported last week, and as many
in our community can attest to, a number
of illnesses are continuing to make their
rounds.

Local health officials have reported high
levels of flu and RSV, and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) lists
that flu activity is high in Colorado (although
down from very high as it’s been for weeks).

The Colorado Department of Public

Our VIEW

Stay well

rently no reported cases of measles in Colo-
rado, and the agency is closely monitoring
the ongoing outbreaks in Texas and New
Mexico.

The CDC reports that, as of Feb. 27, there
were 164 measles cases were reported by
nine jurisdictions: Alaska, California, Geor-
gia, Kentucky, New Jersey, New Mexico,
New York City, Rhode Island and Texas.
There has been one death in 2025 due to

eachneed to do our part to prevent spread.

We have friends who can come down
with a common cold virus and not miss a
beat, and others who are fighting hard to
avoid hospitalization from that same virus.

Please, do what you can to keep your
germs to yourself and practice good hy-
giene.

The CDC recommends the following
core prevention strategies against respira-

LEGACIES

By Shari Pierce

100 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
March 6, 1925

Sheriff Geo. A. Dutton and Deputies
Wm. McComas and Price Kenney jour-
neyed to Lone Tree Tuesday in quest of a
still at the home of a ranchman in that vi-
cinity, a complaint having been made that
mula blanca was being manufactured and
dispensed there. However, no supporting
evidence was found.

HOT MINERAL SPRINGS” Health and Environment reports flu measles. tory illness: Hazel M. Schmoll, curator of Natural
and RSV hospitalizations continue to be We know that group of jurisdictions has Staying up to date with immunizations. History of Colorado, who spent last sum-
elevated, with COVID hospitalizations grown. Practicing good hygiene by covering mer in the Chimney Rock district, makes
trending down. Measles, the CDPHE outlines, “is a  coughs and sneezes, washing or sanitizing the following report of her work to the State

Local officials are also preparing forthe  highly contagious viral disease that causes  your hands often, and cleaning frequently Historical Society:
SUN STAFF potential of more illnesses — including fever, rash, cough, runny nose, and red, touched surfaces. “The research work of the summer of
Owner, CEO measles — to be added to the mix in the itchyeyes. People with measles can spread Taking steps for cleaner air such as 1924, which is the first done by the Natural
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coming weeks as spring breakers make
their way to Pagosa Country for some fun
and relaxation and Pagosans set out on
their own vacations.

That means it’s a really good time to
remember that we need to take care of
ourselves and each other.

We need to remember to treat everyone
with respect while at the same time being
prepared and knowing what risks are.

According to the CDPHE, there are cur-

the illness four days before the rash starts
until four days after. The incubation period
for measles ranges from 7 to 21 days. Two
doses of the measles, mumps, and rubella
(MMR) vaccine are 97% effective against
measles”

We also want to remind people that,
although an illness may be mild for you or
you may have the best protection available
to prevent severe illness, how it may affect
others can’t always be predicted, and we

bringing in fresh outside air, purifying in-
door air or gathering outdoors.

When you may have a respiratory virus,
the CDC recommends:

Taking precautions to prevent spread.

Seeking health care “promptly for test-
ing and/or treatment if you have risk factors
for severe illness; treatment may help lower
your risk of severe illness.”

Stay well.

Randi Pierce

History department, consisted of an eco-
logical survey of the botany in the Chimney
Rock area southwest of Pagosa Springs, Col-
orado, where Dr.J.A. Jeancon conducted his
archaeological research in 1921. The writer
endeavored to collect one specimen of every
plantthere. Duplicates were obtained where
time and material permitted.

“When these plants are finally mounted,
labeled and filed into the herbarium they
will be of great value to the state, because

Head Pressroom Robert Penton
Assistant Press Operator Matt McKinnon
Mailroom William Thomas

they have all been determined by spe-
cialists and compared with authentically
determined material.”

75 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
March 3, 1950
The Town Board at a special meeting
last Thursday night passed an ordinance
creating a planning commission. The or-
dinance was to be in effect from that date.
The ordinance provides for a creation ofa
special planning and zoning commission to
be composed of five members. One member
will be the Mayor, one will be a town board
member appointed by the Mayor and three
residents of the town appointed by the Mayor.

L.OOKING BACK

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Annual In County - $35
Annual Out of County - $45
Monthly - $10
Digital subscriptions available at PagosaSun.com

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Display - Noon Monday
(lassified - Tuesday 10 a.m.
Legal - Friday 4 p.m. « Deadlines are moved up for
holiday weeks. Please check for an ad in the paper
for specific dates and times.

MEMBER, According to the ordinance the purpose
of this board or commission will be to start
planning for the growth of the community.
They will be able to set up a zoning board,
make plans for the finances of the town in

COLORADO coming years, make provisions for utilities

ASSOCIATION and in general start a definite planning of
the town so that it may grow according to

PRIZE-WINNING NEWSPAPER

plan and not just any way. The plan will do
little to correct many of present ills but will
certainly do much to prevent any more and
to give the town a plan to operate under.

This plan will be of great benefit to every
citizen of the town as well as doing much
to provide for future growth.

50 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
March 6, 1975
Representatives of the Soil Conservation
Service, thelocal Soil Conservation District,
and Archuleta County Commissioners met
last week to sign important documents.

2017 Service to the First Award Recipient

2022 EXCELLENCE IN PHOTO & DESIGN
2022 EXCELLENCE IN ADVERTISING

2022 FIRST-PLACE AWARDS

Best Advertising Campaign
Best Data Journalism Reporting
Best Serious Column Writing
Best Cover Design
Best Page Design
Best Photo Slideshow- Gallery or Photo Essay

From the March 12, 1987 Pagosa SUN — ONLY KIDDING — H.C. Pruett realized it was only a joke when he discovered a build-
ing code violation citation tacked to his igloo. Pruett laughingly admitted he had failed to obtain a county building permit or

2022 SECOND-PLACE AWARDS
clear his design with the Pagosa Lakes Environmental Control Committee prior to building the igloo at his home in Pagosa

Best Advertising Campaign Meadows last week These were the preliminary plans for the
Best Advertising Special Section : first RC&D plans to be approved in Archuleta
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Best Education Story Stevens Field airport. It is also the first time
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Best Investigative Story Package
Best Public Service Project
Best Page Design

that such documents have been signed by
SCS officials other than in Denver.

The two preliminary plans call for an
expenditure of approximately $82,755.00.
Of that amount the county will provide
$17,650.00. The largest project calls for the
widening of the Trujillo Road just above
Trujillo, rip-rapping of the river in that area,
and road improvement. Cost of this project
is estimated at $74,000.00.

The second project is estimated to cost
$7,755.00. This project will be to provide
adequate drainage of areas along the run-
ways at the airport, plus some leveling and
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WE'RE GOING
TO WATCH OUR LOCALTEAM

lNIIHE PLAHYOEE'S: —s %v% YBﬁg’S the planting of grass.
T O MEFace Y 25 years ago
GAME FACE! Takgr{from SUN ﬁles§
March 2, 2000

The Archuleta County commissioners
denied having anything to do with a full-
page advertisement paid for by Piano Creek
Ranches that ran some weeks ago in The
Pagosa Springs SUN.

In response to a question asked by
Elizabeth Feazel concerning the ad, Com-
missioner Gene Crabtree said, “That list (of
names in the ad) looked like anybody who
ever talked to or sold anything to Piano
Creek. They came before us and made a talk
one time. I read what was in print, took it

Weather
data

Date HighLow  Precipitation with a grain of salt. We have not performed
Depth Type Moisture any service for them.”

2118 57 24 0.00 NA 0.00 The road up the East Fork of the San Juan

219 49 22 0.00 NA 0.00 gnd through the proposed Piano Creek
evelopment was once a state road, Feazel

2120 53 24 000 NA 0.00 said, and the county has an option to take

221 57 19 000 NA 0.0 over the road from the U.S. Forest Service.

2/22 63 22 0.00 NA 0.00 Feazel asked whether the county intends to

2/23 55 29 0.00 NA 0.00 exercise that option.

2124 42 29 000 NA 000 Piano Creek asked us and we told them

we're not interested, answered Commis-
sioner William Downey.
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Letters

Letters to the Editor are print-
ed as received and are not edited
for grammar or punctuation, but
may have been edited for content
or style.

Letters to the Editor are opin-
ions and information in them
has not been verified for ac-
curacy.

The opinions of letter writers
do not necessarily represent those
of the paper.

Deeply disturbed

Dear Editor:

I was deeply disturbed by several
letters published in the February 27
issue, particularly the letters titled
“Save America!” and “Resist’, which
were riddled with misstatements of
fact. I hesitate to call them outright
lies—perhaps the writers simply do
not know they are spreading false-
hoods. But as a publisher, you have
a responsibility to verify basic facts
before amplifying misinformation.

Publishing opinions is one thing;
publishing factually inaccurate,
misleading, or outright false claims
under the guise of opinion is another.
It’s a disservice to your readers and
our community.

Regarding the claim that “Trump’s
downsizing of government to balance
our budget is completely transparent
for all to see”—1I strongly disagree.

For perspective, I support a bal-
anced budget. In my lifetime, I've
seen one president accomplish that:
Bill Clinton. But facts matter. And if
we look at actual facts, we will find
some disturbing truths.

Elon Musk’s Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency (DOGE) is not
cost-cutting—it is serving his own
business interests. Consider:

¢ The Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) had been investigating
SpaceX following a rocket explosion.

» The U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) had been
reviewing Starlink’s operations in
war zones.

If DOGE was genuinely about
reducing bureaucracy and waste, it
would have brought in auditors and
accountants, not 22-yr old program-
mers.

It would have started with the
Department of Defense—the second-
largest budget item and the only fed-
eral agency to fail every single audit
since 2018. Instead, this administra-
tion wants to give the Pentagon $100
billion more. While cutting Medicaid
- which will cripple our local health-
care provider - and giving tax breaks
to billionaires.

Make no mistake: DOGE is not
about minding our money—it’s about
minding Elon’s.

This country is handing itself over
to ahandful of billionaires, and it will
not end well.

The Federal workforce is actually
smaller than itwas in 1990. What has
ballooned are contracts. Contracts
that enrich billionaires. What I would
like to know is what five things every
billionaire in the country did in the
last week to serve their country. Far
too many of them would fail miser-
ably in that assessment.

So when cancer patients die be-
cause of cuts to NIH, or the next
generation of terrorists is spawned
because we gave up our soft power
through USAID, or God forbid a
child (or anyone) dies because an
anti-vaxxer is running HHS, Trump
supporters must own those conse-
quences. I will certainly hold them
accountable.

I didn’t agree with every decision
the last administration made. Maybe
the former president was sleepy—but
he wasn’t exhausting. And he didn’t
literally hand over the keys to Trea-
suryto a billionaire with questionable
motives.

I'hope this country rights itself. In
the meantime, I ask this paper to do
better—and stop publishing demon-
strably false claims.

And ifT have misstated or misrep-
resented anything, feel free to publish
a disclaimer—but do hold all writers
to that same standard.

Teri Chadwick

Editor’s note: As is stated at the
beginning of the letters to the editor
each week, letters are not verified for
accuracy.

Fire hydrants
Dear Editor:
After reading the story about Fire
Hydrants Imust express my concerns.
Per Justin Ramsey of PAWSD-
Fire hydrants have only been
checked “If there is a house/ devel-
opment, anywhere between 6-12 a
year” And, “There’s probably a lot of
hydrants that haven’t been exercised
in a decade or more.”
My initial thought is I am com-
pletely speechless. But hear me out.
Afire fighter’s life is at risk ifhe has

no idea about a fire hydrant capabil-
ity. A fire fighting team needs pro-
tection. Not to mention citizens and
property. There are property taxes
and federal money in the fire depart-
ment coffers. This season coming up
has a very strong possibility of a fire
event. Ear marked emergency money
from fire department taxes and/or the
county emergency fund need to be
applied for hydrant inspections this
year and season.

And moving forward, the future
countybudgetneeds to provide mon-
ey for yearly hydrantinspections. Tax
distributions must include funds to
the PSFD for this annual inspection.

A Citizen group checking hydrants
sounds nice and community ori-
ented. Yet, a couple citizens trained
in a hurry isn’t the sound answer. It
Would be open to flaws and continue
to put the PSFD at risk.

The fact is, the Fire Department
needs to check the working order of
all hydrants and the water depart-
ment needs to make sure water is
available to all hydrants.

Again, I am in disbelief about this
situation.

Nancy Chromy

Don’t accept it

Putting the wife of the CEO of the
World Wrestling Federation in charge
of the Department of Education is
a great idea. Indiscriminately firing
thousands of hard-working, devoted
individuals from their jobs at the For-
est Service and other time-honored,
federally-funded governmental agen-
cies, staffed by people who are raising
families and who are crafting mean-
ingful careers, in order to furnish an
argument that money is being saved
so that the massive, ridiculously un-
fair tax breaks that are on their way
for Bezos, Musk, Trump and the rest
of these anti-heroes can seem justi-
fied: also something thatis producing
a sense of great collective restfulness
amongst us all. The vision that our
country was founded upon is in safe
hands. Siding with the broligarch’s
broligarch Putin, a Nazi salute from
Bannon, a Nazi salute from Musk.

The oligarchic kleptocracy that has
suddenly taken control of this coun-
try is exactly wrong, is anti-American.
We seem to be collapsing under the
weight of having to accept this. But,
I want to make something clear: We
don’thave to accept it. We are people
full of empathy and heart, concern
for our neighbor, Christian values. So
deeply and so despondently are we
convinced that the political divides
between us are insurmountable that
we have forgotten who we really are.

The real Jeffersonian ideal the
country was founded on would have
us exporting love and respect for our
brothers in Gaza. There is no other
way. Jefferson, slave owner, knew
well that he - and the lads - were only
place kickers initiating the great ex-
periment. Bold, full of heart, but also
rife with fallibility. But our mistakes
are perhaps among our most valu-
able assets in the long run, if we do
notlet them define us. The Founders
had faith in us to recognize this and
take up their pens to finish the para-
graphs of which they had only written

A Letters

The SUN welcomes letters from
readers.

Please submit your letter
electronically in a format that
can be copied and pasted to
editor@pagosasun.com or via
the form at www.PagosaSUN.
com. Letters must not be in all
capitals.

All letters must:
e be 500 words or less

o include the actual first and last
name of the author

s include the author’s address and
daytime phone number

« be received by The SUN by noon
on Tuesday (deadline may move
up due to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per
month per letter writer.

Letters quoting other people must
contain proper attribution.

There is no guarantee letters will be
published.

Poetry, anonymous letters, letters
that are libelous or in poor taste,
or that attack a private citizen or
business will not be published.

If necessary, only one letter
pertaining to a candidate or
political issue will be printed in
each edition up to three weeks prior
to the election.

The SUN generally does not edit
letters, but reserves the right to do
so.

the first sentences. I have watched
Rocky II too many times to believe
we are not about to start discovering
who we really are again through all of
this. Like Thelonius hitting a wrong
note... it gets rolled in and gives the
piece humor, makes the song better,
as long as smiling Monk does not fall
off his stool.

And even though Sylvester Stal-
lone was there at the inauguration as
an assault to the mind cheering for
Clubber Lang... no... we're still here.
We're not going to watch this country
go down. I stand with the great Amer-
ican Muhammad, who may as well
be acting here as ventriloquist for the
true heart, actual self of this country,
whatitis all about, reminding us what
it is still becoming and unstoppably
always will be Becoming, who said,
‘Ifyou even dream of beating me, you
better wake up and apologize'

Jonathan Dobson

Apology
Dear Editor:

Dear President Zelenskyy:

On behalf of the rational and car-
ing people of the United States of
America I am writing to apologize
for the boorish and rude behavior
of American President, Donald J.
Trump and Vice President]J. D, Vance.
Never did I think I would feel the
need to apologize for an American
president, but those of us who suf-
fer the humiliation and indignity of
our current Chief Executive and the
Vice President must make amends
for the embarrassment of February
28 th, 2025 at the White House. Their
behavior was un-American.

Americans are as a rule rational,
compassionate and freedom-loving
people. We are aghast at the deadly
war to which the citizens of Ukraine
have been subjected for the last three
years, brought about by Vladimir Pu-
tin’s invasion. While we renounce the
current U.S. Administration’s support
of Putin’s atrocity, it now becomes
our burden to atone for the duplicity
and indignity by Trump and Vance.

Trump, Vance and their followers
do not reflect the hearts and minds
of most Americans. For most of us
their dangerous reign of destruction
and worldwide chaos cannot end
soon enough. In meantime we will
continue to offer our earnest and
vocal support for your country and
its people.

Again, President Zelenskyy, with
a heavy heart I humbly apologize for

the reprehensible behavior perpe-
trated by President Trump and Vice
President Vance. America will one
day return to sanity and civility and
will uphold the values of the United
States Constitution and Declaration
of Independence we have cherished
for the past 250 years, and will con-
tinue its pursuit of peace, prosperity

and safety for all people.
Peace.
Sincerely,
John Egan
Public lands
Dear Editor:

Do you prize our public land? Do
you hunt, or fish, or hike, or ski, or
ride an ATV or bike, or enjoy sitting
around a campfire? Maybe you just
value public land for its value in
cleaning the air, absorbing CO2 and
for the views from your deck. There
isaninsidious threatlittle publicized
that puts public land in jeopardy.

On February 3, President Trump
signed an executive order creating
a Sovereign Wealth Fund (SWF) and
said that the US will have the largest
fund in the world. There is nothing
wrong with having a SWE. Norway
has one valued at $1.8 trillion, and it
has invested the revenue from its oil
profit to cushion the impact of los-
ing oil revenue. The president gave
the Commerce Department and the
Treasury Department 90 days to fig-
ure out where the money to run the
fund is going to come from. Most SWF
are funded by budget surpluses, but
since the USis presently $36 trillion in
debt, where do you think that money
is going to come from? Our only
unencumbered asset is our public
land. Doug Bergum, Secretary of the
Interior, estimates that public land is
valued at $200 trillion, but all royalties
and leases only produce $17 billion.
Some of thatis used to manage public
land, some is shared with the states,
but most is returned to the Federal
government. Leases and royalties
should be priced at market value, and
the money used to support manag-
ing public lands, the communities
that rely on them, and to plan for
the day when oil and gas is depleted.
Republicans in Congress are quietly
floating the idea that public lands
could be sold to finance the SWF and
to finance housing. Great! Let’s sell
million dollar lots around Williams
Reservoir for the oligarchs to build
trophy houses! Yes, we need more
M See Letters A4

BoCC to consider agreement to house
Durango municipal court offenders

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

Archuleta County and the city of
Durango have reached an agreement
for the county to receive and house
Durango’s municipal offenders from
the city’s court “at a significant cost
savings to the taxpayers,” according
to a news release from the city of
Durango posted on Feb. 28.

The news release explains that
Archuleta County offered a daily rate
of $110, compared to a rate of $198
per day from La Plata County.

Durango’s city council unani-
mously approved the intergovern-
mental agreement (IGA) at its regular
meeting on Tuesday, March 4.

According to a presentation dur-
ing that meeting, Durango was ini-
tially notified by the La Plata County
Jail in August 2024 that it would stop
holding municipal inmates.

The presentation indicates that
effortstoreach an agreementbecame
“overly ambitious” in January, lead-
ing Durango officials to reach out to
Archuleta County.

The presentation notes that Du-
rango officials firstmet with Archuleta
County staff on Feb. 10, and Durango
received a proposed agreement on
Feb. 26.

The presentation noted that under
the agreement, the Archuleta County
sheriff “retains discretion based on
security, medical needs, and facility
capacity,” and that it only applies to
sentenced municipal offenders.

It was noted later in the meeting
that Durango had a total of 10 sen-
tenced municipal offenders in 2024
who served a total of 81 days in jail.

The presentation also notes that

Durango will provide transportation
of inmates to and from the Archuleta
County Detention Center, with in-
mates being released in Durango
once their sentence is served.

The daily rate of $110 will cover
meals, security and routine medical
care, while additional medical treat-
ments, mental health care and ad-
ditional transportation will be billed
to Durango.

The agreement s set for a two-year
term, with a two-year renewal option,
according to the presentation. It also
notes that either party can terminate
the agreement with a 14-day notice.

Prior to voting on the matter,
mixed comments were given from
Durango city council members, with
some praising Archuleta County’s
willingness to work with Durango
while highlighting a $5,500 estimated
cost savings to Durango’s taxpayers.

Other comments expressed con-
cern that the estimated cost sav-
ings is “misleading,” and that it was
“devastating” to Durango for La
Plata county to no longer accept “low-
level” inmates.

Archuleta County Sheriff Mike Le
Roux is scheduled to brief the
Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners on the IGA this
morning, Thursday, March 6, at a
work session beginning at 8:30 a.m.

County Attorney Todd Weaver
explained in an interview that the
proposed IGA is similar to the IGA
passed by the BoCC in August 2023 to
house inmates from Costilla County.

Weaver also indicated that the
BoCC will likely vote on the IGA
during its meeting scheduled for
Tuesday, March 18, at 1:30 p.m.

clayton@pagosasun.com
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housing, but there are solutions that
do not involve selling lands that we
all enjoy, regardless of our income.
Let Representative Hurd (phone
#202-225-4676) know that you value
public lands and want to keep them
publicly held.

Lynn R. Frederick

Collective security

Dear Editor:

It was recently suggested on the
front page of a national daily (New
York Times, March 1, 2025, p. 1), in
the aftermath of the embarrassing
meeting last Friday in the White
House, that President Trump is intent
on abandoning collective security,
the bedrock American foreign policy
for 80 years -- longer, if we include
WWILI. The published analysis asserts
that the President hopes to establish
aworld order in which the US, Russia
and China divvy up the pie amongst
themselves. Why might he wish to
do that? Well, because collective
security puts “unfair” burdens on
the US, plus it allows minor pests
like Ukraine, Poland and the like to
have influence beyond their meagre
importance -- such a bother!

Is the analysis accurate? It cer-
tainly is consistent with the Presi-
dent’s expressions of frustration over
limited European contributions to
NATO, and his evident taste for play-
ing the power-broker with Putin. But
ifitis accurate, then Mr. Trump may
be shooting from the hip without
clearly seeing the target.

Yes, there’s a cost to collective
security; but there’s a cost if you buy
a house too.

Every choice involves costs and
benefits. Has the President con-
sidered the benefits of collective
security?

How about the value to the US of
our dollar being recognized around
the world as THE currency? Does he
realize that American businesses are
welcome all over the globe because
of the peace and stability the US
umbrella promises? Does he know
that history recognizes the value of
“buffer” states?

It appears he does not.

On the other hand, does he think
we were better off in 1948, with a
ravaged, near stone-age Europe than
we are today with a modern, sophis-
ticated Europe lifted-up by collective
security? Does he blindly imagine
that nations like India and Japan will
just cravenly accept orders from him,
Putin and Xe? Does he really fail to
understand that George Orwell’s
1984 was a satire? And, does he just
assume that because he has dominat-
ed the Republican party composed
of figures who bend with the breeze
like Lindsay Graham, Marco Rubio,
and Mike Johnson, it is reasonable
to believe he will also be able to stuff
this down the throats of all?

Well, on these points, it appears
perhaps, yes, he does think these
things.

Let’s assume for argument, that
the subject of the ultimate utility of
collective security is worth a discus-
sion. In that case, how should it
begin? Here’s anidea:let’s call in the
President of a small country under
attack by Russia (one of our future
“partners”), farcically castigate him
as a dictator, accuse him of gambling
with the prospect of world war for
having the gall to resist a brutal in-
vader, attempt to secure his country’s
minerals through naked extortion,
and accuse him of ingratitude. Will
that do it?

Yes, just the ticket -- if you want
discussion. If not, it’s good TV, at
least.

Yours truly,
Jim Garrett

More local cuts

Dear Editor:

By now, everyone has heard that
Congress plans to cut $880 billion
from Medicare and Medicaid to help
fund tax cuts that will cost $4.5 TRIL-
LION (and benefit mostly rich Ameri-
cans). We've also heard about local

job losses at the U.S. Forest Service.

What other cuts could affect our
local health and safety? Here’s one
to think about as we head toward a
hot dry summer with fewer federal
employees to support safe use of our
public lands.

Emergency communications.
KSUT, the public radio station operat-
ed by the Southern Ute Tribe to serve
communities in SW Colorado, has
been forced to stop work on equip-
ment upgrades that would enhance
alerting capabilities and improve
resiliency. The Trump-Musk team
froze funding committed by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency
for Next Generation Warning System
projects. KSUT’s $537,000 is frozen.
Who knows if it will be restored.

Emergency communication is not
an extravagance or waste.

Ifyou agree, tell Rep. Jeff Hurd. He
serves on the Indian and Insular
Affairs Committee. He should be
paying attention to local funding for
the services provided by KSUT. Hurd
didn’t hold any town halls when he
was in Colorado at the end of last
month. Call him at (202)225-4674 or
through 5calls.org.

Candace Jones

Rise Above
Violence funding

Dear Editor:

As a local nonprofit, I am simply
wanting to inform and educate on
the current funding Rise Above Vio-
lence receives that is dependent on
Federal funding. Overall, 84% of Rise
funding comes from federal sources,
either directly or as a flow through in
state programs. While Rise may be
out of the direct cross hairs for fund-
ing cuts, not having specialized DEI
or immigration programming, we
aren’t necessarily out of the woods. I
am especially appreciative of recent
federal court rulings guaranteeing
our current contracts. Time will tell if
they hold up for future funds.

I also want to convey to our com-
munity that Rise is required, but most
importantly, committed to serving
anyone experiencing domestic or
sexual violence, regardless of race,
age, gender, ethnicity, ability and
sexual orientation. I can guarantee
anyone needing our services will
be supported, safely and ethically.
We are also strongly committed to
confidentiality, we don’t need your
‘demographics; and frankly we don'’t
necessarily care, and won’t ask unless
you want to tell.

We do not want anyone suffering
in silence when we can be a source
of support. We will be available for
you, as always, 24/7. Do not allow
current events to dissuade you from
reaching out.

Carmen Lewis and the Rise team

Fire hydrants
Dear Editor:

RE: Fire hydrant article in Febru-
ary 27,2025, Sun by Clayton Chaney,
staff writer (page A1)

Having over thirty years experi-
ence in the waterworks industry, I
was surprised to read PAWSD and
BoCC have no coordinated policy
concerning periodic maintenance/
exercise of fire hydrants.

As asupplier of several known fire
hydrant brands, it was a common
occurrence to be called upon to ser-
vice in-warranty or other hydrants.
Routine concerns included leaks,
opening or closing problems, etc.
Malfunctions were sometimes the
result of inadequate training and
knowledge pertaining to the opera-
tion of the unit. Testing if not properly
performed can cause damage.

Before initiating a testing pro-
gram, it would be my recommen-
dation that adequate training be
provided to insure proper hydrant
operation and preventing damage to
water mains. Since the fire hydrants
appear to have not been opened for
some time, it would be wise to have
necessary repair parts available such
as new valves or o-rings for each
brand. Often disassembly tools are

required.

Hydrant suppliers or even manu-
facturers will often offer workshops
to customers and fire departments
addressingall the various operational
and repair procedures.

Gene Mashburn
Defining
greatness
Dear Editor:

In March of 1941, Congress
passed, and President Roosevelt
signed, the Lend-Lease Act, which al-
lowed US food and military supplies
to flow to Great Britain and other na-
tions attacked by Nazi Germany. The
Act was a dramatic shift in US policy
that had previously required supplies
to be bought with cash on hand. The
Lend Lease Act, allowed supplies to
flow to our allies through deferred
payments (loans) that could be made
under appropriate conditions.

Notably, the Act took two months
to get through Congress facing stiff
opposition and vigorous debate,
demonstrating the virtues of a demo-
cratic process in the face of adversity.

Between 1941 and 1945, the US
provided some $50 billion in aid to
the allies; $48 billion of which never
needed to be repaid due to the terms
ofthese loans. This was roughly 4.75%
of the annual GDP.

It is widely acknowledged that
without American aid from Lend-
Lease in 1941, Great Britain would
nothave been able to hold out against
the Nazis, leading to a very different
historical outcome and world order.

Following the war, Congress
passed the European Recovery Pro-
gram, otherwise known as the Mar-
shall Plan. The plan was signed by
President Truman on April 3, 1948
and provided approximately $13 bil-
lion in grants to European nations
between 1948 and 1952. The Marshall
Plan represented approximately 5%
of the US GDP at the time. 90% of the
Marshall Plan grants never had to be
paid back, by design.

At the time, the Lend-Lease and
Marshall plans were seen as long
term investments in the future of
America. Most Americans today, who
are aware of this history, don’t doubt
the efficacy of these plans; that both
saved perhaps millions of lives and
contributed to what is often referred
to as the “Golden Age of Capital-
ism” between 1945 and 1975. These
years set the foundation of American
greatness in the 20th Century. These
policy decisions demonstrated a
deep understanding of the mechan-
ics of geopolitical and economic
influence based on a foundation of
American ingenuity, sacrifice and
compassion for the suffering of mil-
lions worldwide.

These acts defined what American
greatness looks like.

What happened on Friday Febru-
ary 28th in the Oval Office was not
a show of greatness. It was not put-
ting America first. It was simply and
sadly two bullies trying to humiliate
aworld leader who is fighting for the
existence of his nation and who is not
willing to appease or give in to aggres-
sion. People may believe that talking
tough and waving a big stick are what
will make us great again. I think we
know what will make us great again
and this is not it.

Ed Matlack

Preserving
tradition

Dear Editor:

What makes a people? A culture?
And better yet, how does that con-
tinue through the centuries, passing
down through the generations, all
that is worth saving, the best parts of
a people and their culture?

The answer can be found in tradi-
tion and the embracing of our culti-
vated past.

Faces change, the decades come
and go, but the culture and the people
remain only as long as their traditions
remain. Gustov Mahler said, “Tradi-
tion is not the worship of ashes, but
the preservation of fire” In order

to keep alive the flame of previous
generations, it is imperative that the
current generation recognize and
stoke the fire of culture. Not only for
us, but for our descendents, genera-
tions to come. If we do not keep alive
the traditions of our culture, future
generations will be robbed of their
rightful inheritance.

Instead of enjoying and experi-
encing the rich historic, artistic, and
literary fulness of the past, they will
find themselves left within a sterile
world.

We keep alive our customs and
traditions only by how much we em-
brace them, and our flame is worth
preserving. We have been gifted with
an incredible inheritance stretching
back centuries, not only to our coun-
try’s founding, but beyond, to Europe.
Passed down through the centuries
came the most beautiful riches of
Western Civilization.

Philosophy and rhetoric from
Athens and Rome. Artworks from the
Renaissance Masters, lines of verse
from Chaucer and Shakespere, Burns
and Poe, Kipling and Thoreau.

Not only were the knowledge of
these bulwarks of Western Civiliza-
tion well known a century ago, but
they were embraced and promoted.
Our predecessors knew what rich
treasures they had been gifted. Par-
ents instilled in their children a
knowledge and appreciation of their
past, schools promoted the arts, em-
phasizing virtue over employment,
poets and authors were the celebri-
ties. But sadly today, many know
little, if anything of our abounding
past.

Our modern world is losing its
grasp on the very things that made
us - our traditions and cultural
foundations. In a time when the en-
tirety of known human knowledge
is available within only a few clicks,
we hold at our fingertips the ability
to enrich ourselves more thoroughly
than any previous generation could.
Instead of embracing materialistic
consumerism, cheap entertainment,
and doom scrolling of social media,
let us look behind us to the monu-
mental treasure trove of culture and
tradition that our ancestors left us. It
is up to us, modern man, to take the
initiative. As adults we must educate
ourselves, as parents we must ensure
our children not only appreciate their
past, but that they in turn continue
the passing down of these treasures.

The beauty of our cultural past is
in danger of slipping away. The flame
of our traditions has diminished to
just glowing embers. Without any
fanning in our present time, we risk
watching that fire become tragically
extinguished. Once the hearth of tra-
dition grows cold it becomes nearly
impossible to rekindle the cultural
flame that formerly burned so strong.

Caleb Monroe

What Jesus would
do

Dear Editor:

Trump’s evangelical Christian
disciples think that he was sent by
God and may be the second com-
ing of Jesus. Since they like to frame
political discourse totally in religious
terms, I'd like them to look at some
of Trump’s actions and ask a simple
question,” Is this what Jesus would
do?”

Trump is taking away health care
from millions of poor Americans on
Medicaid, some of whom will likely
die, as well as food stamps, to give
billionaires a massive tax cut. Is this
what Jesus would do?

Trump has suspended basic hu-
man rights for women, people of
color, the disabled, and the LGBTQ+
community and is promoting white
supremacy. Is this what Jesus would
do?

Trump has cancelled programs
that fight disease and starvation
around the world, already caus-
ing people to die. Is this what Jesus
would do?

Trump has terminated the em-
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Dozens of protesters gathered at the Bell Tower Park on Tuesday, March 4, for the “March 4th for democracy” protest organized by Equality Pagosa.
Protesters sported signs expressing support for Ukraine and the disapproval of recent actions taken by President Donald Trump and Elon Musk.

DHS director discusses forthcoming child care assistance challenges

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

Archuleta County Department of
Human Services (DHS) Director
Heidi Martinez gave a 2024 fourth-
quarter report at a recent meeting
held by the Archuleta County Board
of County Commissioners (BoCC),
providing an update on potential
upcoming challenges for child care
support in Archuleta County.

“Child care assistance is currently
under a troublesome forthcoming,’
Martinez said, explaining the state
recently performed an audit which
determined that child care providers
are not being adequately compen-
sated for their services.

“Which is understandable,” Mar-
tinez added, further explaining that
the state is increasing what it pays to
providers, but decreasing the overall
child care support budget.

A

“The measures that they took to
compensate for this means that, in
Archuleta County, we will be able to
probably serve 33 percent of what we
were previously able to serve because
they increased what we’re paying
providers, but they didn’t increase
the budget. They actually decreased
the budget,” she said.

Martinez noted that the child care
support budget is based on a three-
year structure, “and at the end of
those three years the amount of chil-
dren in Archuleta County who will be
able to receive health care assistance
will be extremely, extremely low.”

Martinez added that larger coun-
ties around the state have already
initiated a wait-list freeze.

Human services departments
initiate a wait-list freeze once 90
percent of their child care support
budget has been spent, Martinez
explained, noting, “at the current

rate, we will not hit that,” but as the
situation progresses, “we will at some
point have to not take names on the
wait-list anymore.”

Martinez clarified that once a
wait-list freeze is initiated, it will take
someone coming off of the wait-list to
be able to add a new name.

She indicated in a later interview
that a wait-list freeze is not expected
to happen this year, but will likely
occur in 2026 for Archuleta County.

In response to a question from
Commissioner Veronica Medina at
the meeting, Martinez indicated that
she expects DHS to “cap out” once
these changes come to fruition.

According to Martinez’s report
attached to the meeting agenda,
Archuleta County currently has seven
open fiscal agreements with child
care providers serving families in
Archuleta County, with one provider
in Lone Tree serving a family involved

Letters

with child welfare.

The report also notes that the
number of applications to the Colo-
rado Child Care Assistance Program
for Families (CCCAP) received by
Archuleta County increased from
November 2024 to December 2024,
indicating that 10 applications were
received, with five being approved
and five pending.

The state lets each county set re-
quirements for eligible families, but
“must help families that have an
income of 185 [percent] or less of the
federal poverty guideline,” according
to the Colorado Department of Early
Childcare’s website.

Martinez’s report also states, “The
amount paid out per child to attend
full-time care per year increases,
while the number of families in each
county receiving CCCAP at a time is
decreased”

clayton@pagosasun.com
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ployment of hundreds of thousands
of dedicated Federal workers, in-
cluding young people who wanted a
career in public service and veterans,
without any concern for their welfare,
using a lie to justify the action. Is this
what Jesus would do?

Trump has tried to extort tribute
from a war-torn nation in exchange
for desperately needed assistance. Is
this what Jesus would do?

Trump admires and empowers
dictators and despots. Is this what
Jesus would do?

Trump delights in taking spiteful
revenge against anyone who disagrees
with him, inflicting pain and humilia-
tion. Is that what Jesus would do?

Trump lies about nearly every-
thing from migrants eating pets to
Ukraine starting the war. Is this what
Jesus would do?

Trump ordered law abiding mi-
grants to be dragged from their
homes and jobs, often dividing
families, and taken to concentration
camps. Is this what Jesus would do?

Trump is destroying the planet for
our children and grandchildren to
benefit his financial benefactors in
the petroleum industry. Is this what
Jesus would do?

Trump pardoned over a thousand
insurrectionists, many of whom
instigated injury or death to police
officers. Is this what Jesus would do?

Trump is using his office to enrich
himself at the expense of American
citizens. Is this what Jesus would do?

Trump’s has stopped critical re-
search on cancer, Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, and other illnesses. Is this what
Jesus would do?

Trump commands unconditional
loyalty from everyone around him
yet gives none in return. Is this what
Jesus would do?

Trump is an egomaniac who de-
mands nonstop admiration and
loathes people who criticize him. Is
this what Jesus would do?

Trump called a minister who
asked him to be merciful “nasty” and
demanded an apology. Is this what
Jesus would do?

If you answered “No” to all these
questions, perhaps you should recon-
sider the holiness of our Dear Leader.
People athome and across the globe
are already suffering after just five
weeks of the Trump administration.
And the end of this dangerous chaos
and turmoil is nowhere in sight. Is
this really what we want for America?

John Porco

U.S. 160 problem

Dear Editor:

Last week’s SUN (2/28) ran an
article about the repairs to be made
to Main Street {US 160} this summer,
and mentioned the physical things to
be done, they included; ‘water lines,
sanitation sewer lines, gas lines, geo-
thermal lines, communication and
electrical conduit, and storm drainage
system” But not even a mention of the
real problem, which is sub pavement
drainage, i.e. ground water collection
and disposal from the subbase, This is
not the same as storm drainage, and
involves a completely different piping
system. CDOT is simply ignoring it,
while “hanging their hat” on concrete
pavement to solve all the problems,
or as even they admit, delaying the
pavement breakup. Concreteis not the
fix-all, and will be more expensive to
replace when it does fail. Take alook at
Eight Steet in front of the Library, and
this doesn’t carry anywhere near the
wheel loads of Main Street.

What IS the underlying drainage
problem on Main Street and how can
it be fixed? The problem is “Perched
Water, Perched water is water held
in a water table(s) above the normal
water table. It can be temporary or
more permanent. In our case both. It
is due to the steep, side hill gradient
approaching the river, where the up-
pergradient, or gradientS are closing
in on theriverlevel. Old thoroughfares
like MainStreet are built a piece at a
time. and underpavement drainage
isnotaddressed, but NOW s the time.

This project is a ‘Poster child’ for
perched water. It is everywhere and
maybe that’s why it has not been
addressed earlier: it has been hiding
in plain view. Last summer we had a
period of heavy rain. Within two days
the west and east bound lanes at Hot
Springs Blvd broke up. It is summer,
so can'’t be frost action. Also west-
bound at 8th street, same thing. Then
there is the perennial water draining
in front of the Rock shop. I could go
on and on.

Surely, CDOT has a competent
soils Engineer that can solve these
problems. It’s certainly not new, and
is not rocket science. Failure to ad-
dress this basic problem will result in
this massive two year project being.....
all for naught.

Richard W. Riethmiller

Not normal

Dear Editor:
How I wish we had a leader with

the gravitas of Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
Instead we have two buffoons who,
in that Oval Office meeting last Fri-
day, showed the whole world what
horrible people they are. Trump
displayed his art of the deal by
behaving like the mob boss he is,
completely losing his cool, berat-
ing Zelenskky with Russian talking
points. Vance, seemingly there just
to start the attack, displayed his own
childishness by claiming Zelenskyy
wasn’t grateful enough —he didn’t
say thank you even once during that
meeting! (he did)— then went on to
criticize Zelenskyy for “litigating” in
front of the press, a situation set up
by the White House. The Ukrainian
president maintained his dignity
throughout, while trying to defend
himself, barely able to get a word in
edgewise. The whole episode could
be used in perpetuity as a video on
how NOT to negotiate.

Trump even mocked Zelenskyy’s
attire and was helpfully reinforced
in this by a suck-up journalist from
Newsmax. I've got eyes and Zelen-
skky was the coolest looking guy in
the room. Never mind that Elon Musk
wears similar (less cool) outfits when
presiding over Cabinet meetings and
Oval Office pressers. Elon does not
possess gravitas.

Speaking of Elon, he repeatedly
says that he and the DOGE boys will
make mistakes but will correct them.
He claimed the air traffic control sys-
tem, run by Verizon, is dangerously
outdated and that Starlink should
take over the $2 billion Verizon con-
tract. Oops! Verizon just landed that
contract to upgrade the outdated
system — Elon corrected his libel
of Verizon but I'm guessing he still
wants that contract — keep an eye
out for how that conflict of interest
pans out.

Our unelected president stand-in
made a big deal about accidentally
cancelling research on Ebola. Elon
must have a personal fear of Ebola,
and not all of the other deadly dis-
eases, so he corrected his mistake!
The reality is that Ebola research
and control is not some separate
stand alone entity but rather part of
a larger effort, spanning agencies, to
locate and control various disease
outbreaks around the world. There is
no magic switch to turn on everything
involved in Ebola. When you fire a
huge portion of the staff manning all
ofthese agencies, it has far-reaching,
devastating impacts that are not eas-
ily reversed. So Elon lied — but give

the guy a break! How accurate can
you be when you don’t sleep and

“micro-dose” ketamine all day?
Elon is a bad joke and Trump is
aligning our country with Russia,
abandoning and insulting all of our
traditional allies. I know Canadians
and they are furious with us for the
assaults Trump has made on their
sovereignty. Their grocery stores now
label US products so shoppers can
avoid them. One of Norway’s largest
marine fuel companies, Haltbakk
Bunkers, now refuses to refuel US
Navy vessels. I am increasingly con-
cerned for our national security. Our
country is controlled by kleptocrats

and clowns. This is not normal.
Lee Stopher

artists

REGISTER ONLINE
Join us for aninformative meeting for artists interested
in participating in this year's Studio Tour

Liberty Theatre » March11 = 6PM

Precision Autobody & Collision
Pagosa's premier collision repair facility

Deer & Elk strikes,
Fender Benders, Dents,
Dings, Hail Damage,

We work with all major
insurance companies

Our professional staff will Expert Color Matching &
take care of your vehicle Windshields.
repair needs! We do it all!

Precision Autobody & Collision (970) 731-3111
667 Cloman Blvd. Pagosa Springs CO 81147

r

Saving Lives Every Day

PSMC Emergency Medical Services

« 24/7 Emergency Medical Care

911 Sole Ambulance Response for 1800 square miles
« Interfacility short and long distance transfers

o Community Event Stand-Bys

o Community CPR, AED, and Stop the Bleed Training

First-Class Care Close To Home
970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org | K
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Region 9 receives grant for growing Colorado’s
semiconductor and advanced industry ecosystems

By Alissa Johnson
Colorado Office of Economic Development
and International Trade

On March 4, the Global Business
Development Division of the Colora-
do Office of Economic Development
and International Trade (OEDIT) an-
nounced the latest market study grant
recipients of the Colorado CHIPS
Community Support Program.

These grants will support Colo-
rado communities interested in
starting or growing local and regional
semiconductor and advanced indus-
tries, including support for 15 coun-
ties and two tribes across Colorado,
from Archuleta to Routt to Yuma
counties.

“Colorado’s semiconductor eco-
system is primed for growth from
within. By supporting its expansion
in more parts of the state, we can
help more Colorado communities
leverage this opportunity and grow
the state’s semiconductor industry,’
said OEDIT Executive Director Eve
Lieberman. “The grants announced. ...
support our work to build a Colorado
for all, helping communities across
the state diversify their economies
and benefit from the good-paying
jobs these industries provide.”

The Semiconductor Industry As-
sociation places Colorado in the top
10 states with the resources and busi-

ness ecosystem to support a strong
semiconductor industry.

The Colorado CHIPS Community
Support program is one of several
state programs launched by the Polis
administration to strategically grow
Colorado’s semiconductor and ad-
vanced industry ecosystems, includ-
ing the CHIPS refundable tax credits
and CHIPS zones.

The Colorado CHIPS Community
Support Program was designed to
foster the expansion of Colorado’s ex-
isting semiconductor and advanced
industries while supporting their
growth in new and emerging markets,
including rural development.

“Colorado was ahead of the curve
prioritizing the semiconductor in-
dustry for growth. Critical and emerg-
ing technologies are significant
economic drivers, and this funding
opportunity helps to advance the
goals of local economies outside
of the Front Range,” said Michelle
Hadwiger, director of OEDIT’s Global
Business Development Division.

Through this program, the Global
Business Development Division is
working to uncover supply chain and
value chain assets that support the
semiconductor industry throughout
the state.

The grants announced will fund
market studies to identify opportu-
nities for development, as well as

marketing and promotional activities
to increase awareness of Colorado’s
strengths in these industries.

Receiving grants are:

e Northeastern Colorado Eco-
nomic Development Organizations
Consortia, $50,000: Sedgwick, Phil-
lips, Morgan, Logan, Washington,
and Yuma counties.

e Region 9 Economic Develop-
ment District of Southwest Colorado,
$47,000: Archuleta, Dolores, La Plata,
Montezuma and San Juan counties,
and the Southern Ute Indian Tribe
and the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe.

« Denver South, $45,000.

¢ Clear Creek Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, $50,000.

« Routt County Economic Devel-
opment Partnership, $50,000.

About OEDIT’s Global
Business Development
Division

Global Business Development is
a division of OEDIT. It supports
Colorado businesses and communi-
ties by using a data-driven approach
to recruit, support, and retain busi-
nesses that contribute to a robustand
diversified economy.

We align our portfolio of pro-
grams, services and incentives with
industries that benefit Colorado com-
panies and elevate the state’s national

and international competitiveness.

The division also hosts foreign
delegations and participates in trade
and investment missions around the
world to strengthen global awareness
of Colorado.

With a highly educated and moti-
vated workforce, a thriving innova-
tion economy, and nation-leading
entrepreneurial spirit, Colorado is
a top market for business develop-
ment.

About OEDIT

OEDIT works to empower all to
thrive in Colorado’s economy.

Under the leadership of the gov-
ernor and in collaboration with eco-
nomic development partners across
the state, we foster a thriving business
environment through funding and
financial programs, training, con-
sulting and informational resources
across industries and regions.

We promote economic growth
and long-term job creation by re-
cruiting, retaining and expanding
Colorado businesses, and providing
programs that support entrepreneurs
and businesses of all sizes at every
stage of growth.

Our goal is to protect what makes
our state a great place to live, work,
start a business, raise a family, visit
and retire — and make it accessible
to everyone.

Tickets available for April 29 Building Business Excellence Forum

By Mary Jo Coulehan
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of
Commerce

The Pagosa Springs Area Chamber
of Commerce is excited and proud
to bring the first Building Business
Excellence Forum to Pagosa Springs
on April 29, 2025 at the Pagosa Lakes
Property Owners Association Club-
house.

This half-day business forum,
beginning at 1 p.m., will be a mix
of inspiring speakers, business pro-
fessionals conducting informative
breakout sessions and a networking
reception to round out the day.

The Chamber has been fielding a
lot of questions and consultations
with our business community want-
ing more information on running,
starting or developing their busi-
nesses and themselves. Based on the
general theme of questions we have
been receiving and inquiring of other

business resources, a menu of topics
was developed.

The Chamber will host noted au-
thor and inspirational speaker Dale
Wilsher to the keynote podium.
“Finding Success Through Your Pur-
pose” will be Wilsher’s keynote.

With more than 71 percent of busi-
ness owners feeling they need to be
all things to all people, how do you
take the best direction for your busi-
ness? Wilsher will show you how
you can capitalize on your authentic
strengths, align your business with
your core values and tap into full
potential by thinking with a purpose-
driven mindset.

You will determine your true
strengths and eliminate personality
masks, learn how to use your passion
to find motivation and strategic direc-
tion, and how to tap your potential.

The day will continue with four
breakout sessions, or two sets of
two sessions, designed to help you

streamline your business efforts,
work onyour financial strategies and
be a stronger you.

Breakout speakers will be Terryl
Peterson, business consultant and
owner of CFO Services; Sherry Waner,
chief development officer with 1st
Southwest Bank; and Wilsher, author
of “Your Authentic Personality.

There will also be a breakout ses-
sion with a panel of presenters high-
lighting time- and cost-saving mea-
sures in the digital world focusing on
accounting, scheduling, marketing
and social media.

This forum will be fast-paced,
information-packed and high-en-
ergy.

After you gain a lot of workable
knowledge, take time to decompress
and network with fellow business
leaders at the end of the day. Often-
times, these networking sessions
can be the most important part of
your day, allowing you to make new

Regional partners awarded $1.7 million in Proposition 123
funds to create affordable homeownership housing units

Regional Housing Alliance of La Plata
County

The Colorado Department of Lo-
cal Affairs (DOLA), Division of Hous-
ing, has awarded $1,753,000 to Igna-
cio, Pagosa Springs and Silverton, as
part of Proposition 123 (Prop 123)
initiative to support the development
of affordable housing.

These funds, made available
through the State Affordable Housing
Support Fund, will assist the awarded
communities in creating new housing
units to address the growing need for
affordable and attainable homes.

Prop 123 created a state-level fund-
ing mechanism, dedicating 40 percent
of the funds to the Affordable Housing
SupportFund, administered by DOLA,
and 60 percent to the Affordable Hous-
ing Financing Fund, overseen by the
Colorado Office of Economic Develop-
mentand International Trade (OEDIT).

These funds are allocated to sup-
port local housing programs aimed
at addressing the affordable housing

crisis in Colorado.

Through this funding, the follow-
ing projects will receive support:

« Ignacio: Rock Creek Phase 2,
which will consist of an 11-unit hous-
ing development.

« Pagosa Springs: Chris Mountain
II Phase 2.

o Silverton: Anvil Walsh Town-
homes, which will include nine
modular housing units.

Pagosa Springs project
details

The Pagosa Springs Community
Development Corporation’s
(PSCDC'’s) Chris Mountain II Phase
2 project was awarded $675,000.

Phase 2 of the Chris Mountain
projectwill consist of 10 single-family
detached homes, with expected com-
pletion in 2025. The entire project will
include 35 homes.

These units will serve families
employed full-time, with Habitat for
Humanity providing USDA 502 loans
to qualifying households.

Due to rising labor and material
costs as well as the remote location,
building affordable homes within
the 100 percent area median income
(AMI) range has become challenging.

The PSCDC is working with local
partners to bridge this gap and con-
tinue developing affordable housing.

“The proposed 10 homeownership
units, affordable to households earn-
ing 100 percent AMI, will address a
critical need in the market, particu-
larly for first-time homebuyers and
the ‘missing middle,” said Emily Lash-
brooke, PSCDC executive director.
“While I'm not a builder or developer,
I'm a problem solver. We're learning
by doing, and our focus is on getting
things done, as that’s what the town
and the county have tasked us with”

The stakeholder/partners for the
project include: Archuleta County,
Pagosa Area Water and Sewer District,
Habitat for Humanity of Archuleta
County, Archuleta County Housing
Authority, and various other grant
partnerships.

Reminder: Rotary scholarship applications due March 17

By Meg Wempe
Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs

Attention, high school seniors:
The deadline to apply for the Rotary
Club of Pagosa Springs’ annual schol-
arships is fast approaching.

Applications must be submitted
by 4 p.m. on March 17, so don’t miss
your chance to secure funding for
your education.

Each year, Rotary awards scholar-
ships to deserving students, with total
funding typically exceeding $20,000
annually. Since the program began,
we've awarded $564,125 to 201 gradu-
ates, and we're excited to continue
this tradition in 2025.

These scholarships are open to
seniors from Pagosa Springs High

School, GOAL Academy, Pagosa
Valor Academy, San Juan Mountain
School, home-school students and
those earning a GED by spring.

Whetheryou're heading to a four-
year college, university or vocational
school, there’s a scholarship oppor-
tunity for you. Separate applications
are available for traditional college-
bound students and those pursuing
vocational education.

Applications have been distrib-
uted at Pagosa Springs High School,
San Juan Mountain School, Pagosa
Valor Academy and GOAL Academy.
Ifyou don’t attend these schools, you
can request an application via email
or visit https://tinyurl.com/yc5xf5h3.

Recipients are selected based on
financial need, academic achieve-

ment, extracurricular involvement,
personal interviews, letters of rec-
ommendation, a personal essay and
resume quality.

The Rotary Club of Pagosa
Springs, established in 1979, is a
dedicated community service orga-
nization with more than 80 active
members. Our scholarships are
funded through generous contribu-
tions from businesses, individuals
and fundraising events, including
the annual Jewels and Jeans Barn
Dance each October.

To request an application or sub-
mit a completed one, email meg-
wempe@hotmail.com with the sub-
ject line “Rotary Scholarship.”

Time is running out — apply to-
day.

contacts, reconnect with old ones, or
conduct business in a relaxed setting.

Tickets are now on sale for this
event. They are $35 for Chamber
members and $45 for nonmembers.
This includes all the topic sessions,
breakout snacks and a drink ticket
for the reception. There will be more
information in the upcoming weeks
about this conference, but you can
get your tickets now.

This forum is offered at an ex-
tremely reasonable price to encour-
age businesses to send leaders in
their industry or coax business own-
ers to get out and work on you and
your business.

For those trying to start a business,
this conference is meant for you, too,
both in price and content.

To register for the event, visit the
Chamber website at www.pagosa-
chamber.com and click on the Build-
ing Business Excellence graphic un-
der Chamber and Community News.

You don’t have to travel to Du-
rango or Ignacio to attend a high-
quality, comprehensive business
forum. That high-caliber forum is
coming to you.

Should you have any questions,
please contact the Chamber at (970)
264-2360. Watch for more details in
the weeks to come.

i SEPTIC SYSTEMS

] Installation « Repair « Inspection |

Residential & Commercial I

[ Insured « References « Serving Pagosa Springs area for 18 years I
NAWT Certified Inspector e License number INS2021-0084

I can Tony at 505-210-0045 or Nancy at 575-209-0376 1

Local and established

Contact us for new construction, remodels,
excavation, roofing and roof heat systems.

970-799-6278
42Belowconstructioncompany@gmail.com
Located at 91 Stevens Lake Road, Pagosa Springs, Colorado

HAVE MEDICAID?

MR  You may qualify for
FREE transportation.

transportation

to anywhere in Colorado
and border state
approved cities for
Medicaid insured rides
to and from Medicaid
providers

Pre-approval and
24-hour notice
required.

Call WJP/A1 Taxi to get
yourself set up.
970-731-4081

Also Durango Airport Shuttle « Taxi Service - Weddings
Charter Service - Private Parties

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc

Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling
PUC# 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

Burlding or Remodeling?

Check our up-to-date selection of
quality wood, vinyl plank, carpet and tile.

Get your profect off to a great start!

The Tile & Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30 « (970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr. (N.Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)

2025

SKIS & SADDLES

SKIJORING

Thank You to all our generous sponsors, we could not
have made this event happen without all your support!

TITLE SPONSORS LEADING SPONSORS

Wolf Creek Ski Area

Pagosa Springs Tourism

Board

Rosie’s Pizzeria
Jann C. Pitcher Real Estate

Valley View Ranch
Silver Dollar Liquor Store

Weber Sand & Gravel 2 R/Ranch
Sherpa Real Estate Raymond James
Big West Holdings Rocky Mountain HiFi

GOLD SPONSORS SILVER SPONSORS BRONZE SPONSORS

Motel Soco
Pagosa Springs Medical
Center
Bank of Colorado
Root House

United Rentals Subway
Hidden Track Ace Hardware
Be B(t)%tleggerD Bank of the San Juans
earfoot Garage Doors ,

Rif Raff Goodman’s
Sage
Kip’s Grill

Thank you to all of our volunteers.
Sponsorship opportunities available at skisandsaddles.com
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Town, county discuss options for Country Center Drive maintenance

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

On Feb. 25, the Archuleta County
Board of County Commissioners
(BoCC) and Pagosa Springs Town
Council held a joint work session at
which concerns and possible action
steps were discussed for addressing
needed maintenance on Country
Center Drive.

Pagosa Springs Community De-
velopment Director James Dickhoff
initiated the conversation, stating
that the community has been dealing
with large potholes atboth entrances
of Country Center Drive “for many
years.”

Country Center Drive is a service
road that is located on private prop-
erty serving multiple businesses
between North Pagosa Boulevard and
Talisman Drive.

“Obviously we've all experienced
potholes on both entrances from
North Pagosa Boulevard and Talis-
man,” Dickhoff said.

He explained that multiple at-
tempts have been made to work with
the property and business owners,
noting there are seven different prop-
erty owners in the area.

Dickhoff mentioned that it took a
great deal of effort “to get almost
to the finish line” in coordinating a
repair with the owners, adding the
last attempt was when North Pagosa
Boulevard was reconstructed.

Dickhoff indicated that the topic
will come again soon, as the last
repair was a “Band-Aid” that will
only last a few years, explaining that
the asphalt failing is not the main
concern, but rather the base of the
roadway that is failing.

“So, it’s gonna come up again
soon,” he said, noting the intention is
to improve the entire corridor.

Dickhoff also mentioned that
North Pagosa Boulevard is the “high-
est-traveled county road,” with more
than 7,500 average daily traffic ve-
hicles.

Dickhoff went on to explain that
there are multiple groundwater
springs in the area with old drainage
patterns on the south side of U.S.
160, “and they just flow under the
road,” with some of the water enter-
ing culverts and some of it staying as
groundwater.

As far as a total cost to repair the
section near McDonald’s, Dickhoff
mentioned that he received a quote
from Davis Engineering indicat-
ing that it would be approximately
$250,000 “to do it right.”

“And it needs to be done in con-
crete,” Dickhoff said, explaining that
asphalt will deteriorate quicker with
the amount of traffic the road gets.

Dickhoff noted that there are
seven different property owners be-
tween North Pagosa Boulevard and
Talisman Drive, “so there’s a lot of
finger-pointing going on.”

He explained that the potholes
exist on vacant property, with differ-
ent ownership than the businesses.

“So, those property owners have
no interest in repairing a driveway
that’s accessing a business,” Dickhoff
said, noting the road is through an
easement on the property.

He also mentioned that a new
Tesla charging station has been pro-
posed in the shopping center, and
that, as anew development, “we have
ability to say, ‘we need you to figure
this out,” explaining that the town’s
Land Use and Development Code
(LUDC) could be used to require a
new development to bring the road-
way up to code standards.

Dickhoff mentioned that one way
for the property owners to address
the issue is by creating an owners’ as-
sociation that each owner could pay
into in order to take care of the road
maintenance, instead of “piecemeal-
ing it constantly.”

Dickhoff indicated that the Tesla
charging station proposal will be
going in front of the town’s planning
commission for consideration.

He then mentioned thatthe town'’s
LUDC is “very new-development
oriented,” with lots of requirements
that new developments need to
meet, while being “almost silent on
maintenance.”

Dickhoff noted that the town is
going to look at proposing the adop-
tion of a property maintenance code
as part of its building code.

He explained that the last building
code series was adopted in 2015.

“It really is time to update our
codes,” he said, explaining the last
adopted code was jointly adopted
with the county to avoid having dif-
ferent codes in the same area.

Dickhoff acknowledged the pos-
sibility of the town “taking over”
Country Center Drive, but noted it
would be a big expense for the town
to bringitup to code standards, com-
paring it to the driveway that serves
the Walmart parkinglot, which is also
often littered with large potholes.

“I don’t think that’s the right an-
swer,” Dickhoff said. “I really think
it's a private property owner mainte-
nance issue, and they do really need
to step up.”’

Commissioner Warren Brown com-
mented that he was appreciative of
Dickhoff’s perspective on the matter,
while mentioning that multiple elected
officials in both the town and county
have been inundated with calls, emails
and meetings with residents expressing
concern over the road.

“At some point ... you cut your
losses, you don’t care who fixes it, you
just fixit,” Brown said, inquiring if the
town could fund the needed repairs
and charge back the business and put
a lien on them “if they don’t get off
their hind end”

Brown also noted that “it’s not
safe” sometimes entering in or exiting
the shopping center while trying to
dodge potholes and oncoming traffic
or large vehicles.

“Its a real mess, as everybody
knows,” he said, adding “we’re head-
ing the wrong way” when private
businesses are taking on liability to
fix a driveway that they do not own.

Dickhoff noted that the town has
also shown up and putresources into
repairing the roadway because of
concerns being raised by residents,
but “also didn’t want the public to
know that we’re spending public
money on fixing private-property
potholes.”

Dickhoff reiterated that it would
be a large investment and that any
sort of legal strategy would need to
include all of the property owners.

County Attorney Todd Weaver
commented that other similar cases
in other communities have resulted
in public entities suing due to it being
a public nuisance.

“That might be a route,” he said.

Pagosa Springs Town Manager
David Harris commented that “in-
depth” conversations have been held
with legal counsel about “alternate
options,” though he noted that it

Water conservancy board talks lawsuit costs

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

Atits Feb. 17 meeting, the San Juan
Water Conservancy District (SJWCD)
Board of Directors continued its dis-
cussion of the high costs of litigation
concerning the potential sale of the
Running Iron Ranch and its impact
on the SJWCD budget.

The Running Iron Ranch is jointly
owned by Pagosa Area Water and
Sanitation District (PAWSD) and the
SJWCD, and the SJWCD is undertak-
ing efforts to build a reservoir on
the site.

In the fall of 2024, PAWSD initiated
efforts to sell the property, which the
SJWCD has opposed.

Following disputes between the
districts over PAWSD’s ability to sell
the ranch under a 2015 agreement
between the SJWCD, PAWSD and the
Colorado Water Conservation Board,
PAWSD filed a lawsuit against the
SJWCD in December 2024 seeking a
judgment that PAWSD is allowed to
sell the ranch despite the SJWCD’s
objections.

Atits Jan. 20 meeting, the SJWCD
board discussed the costs of the law-
suit, noting that it had already spent
about $4,600 of the $10,000 allocated
in its budget for Running Iron Ranch
litigation.

At the Feb. 17 meeting, SJWCD
board member and treasurer Joe
Tedder explained that the district has

now spent $11,353 in two months of
litigation, overrunning the budget
for the year.

Tedder proposed that the district
increase the Running Iron Ranch
litigation budget to $25,000, although
he noted he was unsure if this would
be the “right number”

He added that the district could
reduce another spending category
by the amount increased or increase
the district’s overall budget and take
money out of reserves.

SJWCD board member Charles
Riehm commented that the district
should increase the overall spending
budget to ensure it does not have to
pick and choose between reducing
other programs until its reserves are
low enough that other items must
be cut.

SJWCD legal counsel Jeffrey Kane
commented that the district would
likely have to hold another budget
hearing if it increases its overall
spending, although it would not
have to do so if it moved funds out of
contingency.

In response to a proposal from
Riehm, Tedder explained that the
district has $10,000 in contingency
for its 2025 budget and that it could
move this to thelegal fund to increase
its litigation budget to $20,000.

SJWCD board president Candace
Jones proposed that the board use
contingency to pay its current legal
costs and prepare to hold a hear-

ing to amend the budget, which
she noted requires 30 days public
notice.

Tedder raised concerns that, if the
lawsuit is lengthy, the board could
overrun even the $25,000 budget he
proposed.

He added that the budget was
based on the assumption that the
judge would make a quick ruling on
the matter.

Jones commented that the board
could take money out of its engineer-
ing budget to pay for the litigation
costs and that it should potentially
discuss an overall revision to the
budget in few months when it has
received an engineering report on
the reservoir project from engineer-
ing firm Yeh and Associates and has
a clearer idea of the direction of the
lawsuit.

Tedder noted that the district has
considerable flexibility to move
money between funds if it does not
impact the district’s bottom line,
which Kane confirmed.

Tedder then moved to transfer
$15,000 from the engineering and
studies fund to the district’s litiga-
tion fund.

“I hate doing this,” STWCD board
member Bill Nobles commented.

“I do, too, but we can always re-
cover later,” Tedder said.

The board unanimously voted to
approve the transfer.

Jjosh@pagosasun.com

Archuleta County Democratic Club to meet March 10

By Lynn Frederick

Archuleta County Democratic Club

The Archuleta County Democratic
Club will meet for lunch at Coyote
Moon at 11:30 a.m. on Monday,
March 10.

The speaker will be Ethan Proud,
Archuleta County Weed and Pest
supervisor.

Come and hear about the damage
that noxious, invasive plants are do-

ing to our local agriculture, native
vegetation, and how they disrupt our
ecosystems.

Proud joins us at an opportune
time, justas we head outside and sur-
vey our property for spring clean-up.

We also expect to have available
copies of the new pocket handbook,
“Noxious Weeds of Colorado, 15th
Edition,” edited by Proud with Alicia
Doran for the Colorado Weed Man-
agement Association.

Archuleta County Republican
Women meeting set for March 12

By Karen Griggs

Archuleta County Republican Women

Join the Archuleta County Repub-
lican Women meeting on Wednes-
day, March 12.

The guest speaker will be Kat Mc-
Fadden, who will provide up-to-date

information on the Cone Zone Care
Committee.

There will be social time and or-
dering lunch from a special menu
from 11:30 a.m. to noon.

The meeting will be from noon to
1 p.m. at Victor’s Sushi, 118 N. Pagosa
Blvd.

Donations to help cover the cost
of the pocket handbook will be ac-
cepted.

The Archuleta County Democratic
Club meets every month with a
speaker presenting at noon. The club
gives local Democrats the opportu-
nity to meet with other Democrats
and to hear speakers from the com-
munity, meet candidates for local
and national offices, and hear about
topics of timely interest.

All are welcome to attend. Please
plan on coming by 11:30 a.m. to order
lunch.

For more information, email lyn-
nfrederickl @gmail.com.

Community
news.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100

would be simpler if the property
owners could be coaxed into doing
“what’s right” rather than the town
or county having to “bring out the
hammer”

Commissioner Veronica Medina
mentioned that previous BoCC mem-
bers proposed the option of having
the entrance at North Pagosa Bou-
levard closed off when attempting
to have that entrance reconstructed
the last time.

She explained that if both en-
trances are blocked off the owners
would either be forced to resolve
the issue or patrons would have to
figure out another way to access the
business.

Dickhoff mentioned thatwould be
the “knee-jerkreaction,” while noting
it gets complicated with City Market
owning its own entrance off of Vil-
lage Drive.

“It’s definitely not a knee-jerk
reaction,” Medina replied, relating
to Dickhoff’s earlier comment that
this has been a problem for many
years now.

She added, “We're all in this to-
gether,” explaining that folks are
simply tired of the problem not be-
ing fixed.

“I feel like there’s something that
we can do, and if we can’t get them
to come to the table and talk to us,
we need to think about a different
alternative,” she said.

Medina also commented that she
doesn’t believe it’s right to pass the
issue onto a new development when
theywould be walking into a problem
that “the others want to deny is there.”

“Somehow we need to get this
fixed,” she said.

“Iabsolutely agree,” Dickhoffsaid.

Medinaindicated that ajointletter
could be sent from the town and
county to the property owners lay-
ing out what steps will be taken if
the matter is not resolved, that may
include a time frame for the road to
be fixed, otherwise the entrance will
be closed off.

Commissioner John Ranson ex-
pressed support for putting a time
frame on the matter, stating, “This has
gone on way too long”

In a later interview, Dickhoff ex-
plained that a letter has not yet been
sent to the property owners, but he
has started to make contact with
some of them, noting this is now his
fourth attempt to coordinate a solu-
tion between the owners.

clayton@pagosasun.com

H&R BLOCK

is happy to announce that

JoAnn Howell

has joined our office!

Call or visit her at
(970) 731-1080 - 100 Country Center Drive, Ste H

Need *100? Need *5,000?

Come see us now!

$ CASH LOANS $

Short-term loans based on collateral only, we take collateral on the following:
Cars ® Trucks e Trailers ® ATVs ® Motorcycles

Guns ¢ Gold ¢ Jewelry ® Silver & More

* Got Gold? Get Cash! x

Turn your old, broken jewelry
into CASH TODAY

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160)  (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

Honoring our Vets in 2025

On any Veteran or First
Responder loan, BUYERS
only, $1,500 cash back from

Debbie Loewen on closing.

On and VA or First
Responder SELLER,
$1500 cash back from

Debbie Loewen at closing.

Wildlife Watching at its Best!

One level, no mud!
1,595 sq. ft., 2 bed/2
ba, views of mountains,
natural gas fireplace,
2-car garage, patio,

on paved road, close

to shopping and
recreational amenities, $545,000
sold furnished. 53 Edinburgh Cir * MLS 821189

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker
debbie@ownpagosa.com
448 Pagosa Street

(970) 946-3480

2016 & 2018 SPIRIT AWARD, 2019 REALTOR OF THE YEAR
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Project

H Continued from front

crete will increase the lifespan and
longevity of the roadway, requiring
less frequent maintenance,” and that
concrete is also less susceptible to
weather damage and regular wear
and tear than asphalt.

The project, according to CDOT, is
slated to last two construction sea-
sons.

Greene and fellow public informa-
tion manager Tracy Trulove ex-
plained that the first season of the
project will include putting up bar-
ricades and establishing “the work
zone.”

Greene encouraged all affected
business owners to sign up for email
updates “so everybody is informed”
about what is happening.

She also explained that she will
help make business owners aware, in
advance as much as possible, when
the brunt of the work zone would be
impacting their businesses.

“When we know we are about to
impact you, we will contact you,”
Greene said, assuring that two lanes
of traffic, one going each direction,
as well as pedestrian access to busi-
nesses will remain open during the
construction.

Main Street Advisory Board Coor-
dinator Kathleen McFadden ex-
plained that the Pagosa Springs Com-
munity Development Corporation
(PSCDC), in coordination with the
Region 9 Economic Development
District of Southwest Colorado, has
setup a business assistance program
to help businesses experiencing
economic disruptions during the
reconstruction project.

McFadden described the program
as offering “low-cost loans to busi-
nesses” during the CDOT project, but
also said that she’s “heard loud and
clear” from the public that business
owners prefer “grants, not loans.”

She explained that Archuleta
County “has earmarked $100,000 to
go towards grant funding,” adding,
“we are now combining that grant
money with the loan money.”

She explained that she’s still figur-
ing out how the guidelines and the
application process will work, “but we
are going to give you the option of a
low-costloan or a grant, or perhaps a
combination of both of those.”

She added, “We are just thrilled to
now have that grant option,” thanking
the county commissioners for making
the funds available, which was met
with applause from the audience.

But some in the crowd expressed
frustration with what they saw as a
low grant amount, saying that they
don’t think the county’s grant pro-
gram will be enough to go around

Gymnasium

H Continued from front
mitted through the telephone option.
The question PLPOA members
were being asked to vote on was, “Do
you approve the funding for the con-
struction of a gymnasium through a
one-time special assessment of $255
which will be billed April 1, 2025 and
due July 1, 2025?”
According to the additional infor-
mation released by PLPOA, a total of

Hydrant

H Continued from front

that we’re now coming together to
talkabout this and move forward and
hopefully be flowing hydrants this
spring,” he said.

PFPD board member Wayne
Hooper noted he’s had alot of phone
calls and discussed the effect the
issue could have on fire insurance
ratings, which would cost everybody.

Hooper then asked the district’s
attorney, Dino Ross, whose liability
it would be if there’s a life safety is-
sue, adding the PFPD has a moral
obligation.

Ross confirmed PAWSD owns the

Charges

H Continued from front
$1 million at that hearing and he was
remanded into custody.

McCelvey, who is again out on
bond, appeared virtually in front of
6th Judicial District Chief Judge Jef-
frey Wilson alongside his attorney,
Jeffrey S. Pagliuca, on Monday after-
noon for the filing of charges.

McCelvey’s charges stem from a
two-vehicle crash that took place on
U.S. 84, near milepost 18 (near Pagosa
Springs) at 5:29 p.m. on Feb. 15.

to make up for the lost revenues if
the project causes major economic
disruptions.

One of the major concerns among
both business owners and patrons
alike is that there will be no on-street
parking on U.S. 160 through the work
zone. It's estimated that up to 188
downtown parking spaces will be lost
during the project.

Cone Zone member Rosanna
Dufour, who also spearheaded a task
force to offset lost parking during the
construction, explained that the task
force, in conjunction with the town,
has “negotiated temporary parking
west of the library, as well as south
of the hot springs resort.”

She added that with these two
temporary town-run parking areas,
“we more than made up for the 188
spots.”

A map of the available parking
during the construction will be cir-
culated by the town and Archuleta
County to help folks be aware of
available parking, Dufour explained.

At the Cone Zone
meeting, Dickhoff
explained that it is
important for the town
to update the utilities
under the roadway
while the road is torn
up, because it would be
“very expensive to fix
utilities in the future”
after the concrete
roadway has been
installed.

The Pagosa Springs Town Council
moved forward with directing staff
to implement time-restricted pub-
lic parking during the project at its
March 4 meeting.

Development Director James
Dickhoff explained that this will allow
“for customers to turn over quickly”
to aid downtown businesses during
their business hours.

Staff recommended two-hour
limits along 1st Street, North 2nd
Street, South 2nd Street, 3rd Street be-
tween the highway and Lewis Street,
on Hermosa Street near Cotton Hole
Park, as well as the parking areas at
Town and Mary Fisher parks, Dick-
hoffnoted. Other areas also proposed
to be two-hour parking.

“Generally, those are the areas,” he
said, explaining that Lewis Street
would be the most “complicated” to
implement parking restrictions on
because of the middle school.

Parking areas near The Springs
Resort, the library and Reservoir Hill
will not have time restrictions, Dick-
hoff noted.

Herecommended that staffimple-
ment 30-minute parking restrictions
at the Visitor Center to keep that
parking lot turning over throughout
the day.

When asked in a later interview if
staff would consider implementing
the two-hour limit only during certain
business hours, allowing patrons of
downtown bars to leave vehicles
parked on the street for longer pe-
riods of time if they are too intoxi-
cated to drive, Dickhoffindicated staff
would consider the issue.

Pagosa Springs Police Chief Bill
Rockensock also noted that time
restrictions only during certain times
were not part of the original conversa-
tion, but that this could be considered
before implementing the new parking
rules.

Town contribution and

upgrades

In partnership with CDOT, the
Town of Pagosa Springs will also be
replacing and updating outdated
utilities underneath the roadway, as
well as beautifying main street.

At the Cone Zone meeting, Dick-
hoff explained that it is important for
the town to update the utilities under
the roadway while the road is torn up,
because it would be “very expensive
to fix utilities in the future” after the
concrete roadway has been installed.

The town’s expenses for the project
will run somewhere between $4 mil-
lion and $5 million and will include
new street lights, side street improve-
ments, new street trees and new side-
walksin areas that CDOT isnotalready
improving, in addition to the utilities
upgrades, Dickhoff explained.

In conversation after the meeting,
Mayor Shari Pierce expressed that she
wants the public to know about this
significant public investment from
the town, not only to upgrade the
utilities under the roadway, but also
to make main street more aestheti-
cally pleasing.

At the council’s March 4 meeting,
the council unanimously authorized
staff to spend up to $310,000 for new
street lights for the main street cor-
ridor.

An agenda document states that
“the order is for approximately 62
street lights/poles and 14 intersec-
tion/crosswalk lights and poles.”

Staff recommended making the

4,789 “weighted votes” were cast for
that question, and 3,419 votes disap-
proved while 1,370 votes approved.
That equates to approximately 71.4
percent of voters disapproving of the
project, with 28.6 percent of voters
approving it.

Votes from Wyndham timeshare
owners were also collected, with 524
voters indicating a choice on this
ballot. Total weighted votes cast on

system before indicating it is up to
PAWSD to provide water and main-
tain the working order of equipment
and appurtenances.

Hooper later noted the district has
about four minutes of water with a
typical engine.

After Ross gave an example of a
similarissue another district he works
with is facing, Hooper acknowledged
people are upset and concerned
about the issue.

Bertram noted spring is the best
time to flow hydrants before the sum-
mer water demand and they don’t
want to do it in winter, but PAWSD

According to a press release from
the Colorado State Patrol (CSP), a
2021 Ford F250 was northbound on
U.S. 84 when it moved into the south-
bound lane where a 2022 Chevrolet
Trailblazer was traveling. The Trail-
blazer moved into the northbound
lane and then the Ford F250 returned
back into its original lane, colliding
with the Trailblazer.

The Trailblazer, the press release
notes, was pushed northbound and
hit the guardrail on the northbound

this ballot are shown 10.07652, or .1
percent of 9,649.27 total weighted
possible votes. Of those weighted
votes, 67.9 percent disapproved and
32.06 percent approved.

Attempts to reach PLPOA board
members and General Manager
Allen Roth for additional comment
were unsuccessful as of press time
Wednesday.

clayton@pagosasun.com

has over 1,200 hydrants.

The chieflater added there is mo-
mentum on the issue and things are
moving in the right direction.

Bertram also explained that there
are 39 pressure zones in the PAWSD
water system due to the elevation,
which he noted is a lot.

Some hydrants are known to have
lower flows, he noted, indicating the
hope is to eventually do color coding
of the hydrants based on flow.

He added PAWSD has also stated
if problems are found with hydrants,
those problems will be fixed.

randi@pagosasun.com

side of the road. The Ford F250 trav-
eled into the southbound lane, col-
liding with the guardrail on the south
side of the highway.

The driver of Trailblazer died at
the scene, according to the CSP. The
back-seat occupant of the Trailblazer,
a child, was transported to an area
hospital and pronounced dead.

The front-seat passenger of the
Trailblazer was transported to an
area hospital with serious injuries,
according to the press release.

We are proud to be your
community news source.

purchase for the street lights as soon
as possible, because although “the
steel used for the poles are manufac-
tured in Utah with American made
steel, the pending 25% tariffs on steel
and aluminum will impact Ameri-
can Made steel products, thus price
increases of 25% are expected in the
coming month,” the document states.

Also at the meeting, financing for
the bulk of the town’s utilities up-
grades during the project was dis-
cussed with the town’s financial
advisor, Joey McLiney, on hand, and
Town Manager David Harris saying
that the town’s “portion of the fixes”
would land between $4 million and
$5 million.

Harris noted the town could pay
for these upgrades out of its reserve
fund, but that reimbursing the fund
comes with some uncertainty.

Sponsored Content

There are a lot of “unknowns that
could affect our sales tax collections,”’
Harris said, citing the possible im-
pacts on business from the CDOT
project, as well as the looming pos-
sibility of a national recession.

The town just doesn’t know what
will happen with the economy, Harris
indicated, recommending that the
town “preserve cash on hand.”

McLiney added that he could
prepare a “reimbursement” plan for
the council to consider at alater time.

Support for local

businesses

An audience member at the Cone
Zone meeting commented that it
would be important, now more than
ever, for locals to support local busi-
nesses during the construction proj-
ect, suggesting that a promotional

program should be implemented to
implore folks “who don’t normally
go out to eat” to go out and support
local businesses.

Dufour noted that the Cone Zone
Committee, in conjunction with the
Chamber of Commerce, is working on
exactly that, seeking a “forum” where
businesses could come up with ideas
to support each other and for the com-
munity to “support these businesses.”

“It’s absolutely on our radar on
where we are trying to head with this
group,” she added.

Mike Coggins, who represented
CDOT'’s contractor at the meeting,
closed by saying, “Pagosa Springsisa
resilient community ... we have a job
to do, and we're going to get through
this. We're gonna work together ...
and we're gonna make it happen.”

derek@pagosasun.com

High Country Title announces new era for local
title services, Delani Smith new manager

High Country Title

High Country Title announc-
es new management, bringing a
fresh vision, updated office, and
enhanced services to better serve
the real estate agents, home buyers
and sellers of Pagosa Springs and
Archuleta County.

The title company has served the
Pagosa Springs community for over
30 years and provides underwrit-
ing services with Fidelity, WFG and
Stewart Title.

Delani Smith has been named
President and closing officer of High
Country Title. She is a licensed Res-
ident Producer in Colorado. Smith
will serve as the manager of the Pa-
gosa Springs office.

Smith is well-known and highly
trusted in the community. She has
lived in the area for about 10 years
and is eager to serve and support
the people of Pagosa Springs with
the professionalism and care they
deserve.

Local resident Jennifer Rose will
capably assist Smith in the High
Country Title offices. Rose is a clos-
ing assistant and also works in the
escrow department of the company.

New features

High Country Title offers state-
of-the-art technology and services
including:

« Cash transactions can be closed
remotely 24 hours a day, seven days
a week. The client does not have to
commute to closings.

o Sellers can close remotely 24
hours a day, seven days a week.

e No wait on e-recording to dis-
burse funds

o Search and close transactions
state-wide.

e Access to team title support
staff.

« Enhanced escrow company fea-
tures — payment links, client dash-

Delani Smith

board, reminders.

o Competitive market pricing.

e Quicker closing and turn-
around times.

Contact information

High Country Title is located at
486 Lewis Street in downtown Pa-
gosa Springs. Their mailing address
is P.O. Box 2400, Pagosa Springs CO
81147.

You can also reach the title com-
pany by phone, (970) 480-0635.

Order titles from High Country
Title by emailing orders@highcoun-

trytitle.co.

High Country Title is part of The
Pagosa Springs SUN sponsored con-
tent program.

FProfessional Directory

Accounting

JJ ACCOUNTING

SERVICES

We can assist you with the following:

o Income Taxes:

Attorney

« Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
« Payroll and Payroll Taxes « W2s & 1099s

Personal « LLC  Partnerships
Corporations « Electronic Filing

264-5330 « 191 Talisman Dr. #103 « FAX 264-4451

Storage & Office

Pagosa Springs

Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place
behind Home Expo Center

Prices start
at $259

Sizes available: 5'x5’, 5'x10’,
10'x10", 10'x15’, 10’x20’, and 10’x30’

For rental information call
Chris (970) 749-2867

[ a N
: [ ]
JARY -¥ \ Join our
| X .
DanielT.Fiedler Pr OfeSSlonal
Attorney at Law Di r
Estate Planning ¢ Wills ¢ Trusts eCtory -
Probate ¢ Elder Law $35 per week, 4 week minimum
97 0-507.-8 528 with no changes to ad.
| e io Rtocation ot S Gl Mkt ) Call today! (970) 264-2100
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Sports

BASKETBALL

No. 7 Lady Pirates to host playoft action Friday, Saturday

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Lady Pirate basketball team will host
first-round playoff action Friday eve-
ning after nabbing the No. 7 spot on
the 32-team playoff bracket.

The Lady Pirates secured the No.
7 playoft spot with a March 1 win over
the Bayfield Wolverines.

The Lady Pirates held the Wolver-
ines to single digits in all four quarters
on March 1, outscoring their visitors
11-6 in the first, 14-4 in the second,
11-7 in the third and 21-9 in the
fourth to log the 57-26 win.

“I'thoughtitwas a good way to end
our regular season and senior night
with a win against [Bayfield],” coach
Sarah Osborn wrote in an email to
The SUN. “Pagosa and [Bayfield]
rivalry goes way back and no matter
what it always feels good to get a win
against [Bayfield].”

“We aren’t done yet
this year, we are
practicing hard and
going back to the
Jundamentals and
details in order to go
into our post season
playing our best
basketball.”

Coach Sarah Osborn

Eight Lady Pirates scored in the
matchup, led by Elizabeth Cur-
rier’s 19 points, which included two
3-pointers.

Kaila Limebrook and Karsyn Sha-
han each put up nine points, with
Shahan landing one 3-pointer.

Adelyn Hittle notched eight
points, and Kylie Ketchum and
Victoria Currier each had four. Lexi
Campbell and Amber Snarr tallied
two each.

The team made 12 of 17 free-throw
attempts.

Shahan led the team in rebound-
ing with eight, followed by Lexi
Campbell with six. Limebrook, Hittle
and Snarr pulled down five each. Eliz-
abeth Currier notched four, Ketchum
tallied three, and Charity Domingo
and Victoria Currier had one each.

The team picked up 13 steals and
turned the ball over nine times.

“Itwas a fun and emotional game,’
Osborn wrote of it also being the
night the team honored its seniors.
“Our seniors have given so much
to this program and it always feels
good to getthem the recognition they
deserve but on the other hand when
they are gone the juniors and other
girls will have huge shoes to fill. I am
beyond grateful to have had the op-
portunity to coach those three for so
long and we are going to miss them
next year”

But, Osborn acknowledges, the
team isn’t done.

“With all that being said,” she
adds, “we aren’t done yet this year, we
are practicing hard and going back to

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Lady Pirate Adelyn Hittle fights to keep possession against a trio of Bayfield Wolverines on March 1. The Lady
Pirates won the matchup and are entering the postseason as the No. 7 team.

the fundamentals and details in order
to go into our post season playing our
best basketball”

Asthe No. 7 seed, the Lady Pirates
will welcome the No. 26 Fort Morgan
Mustangs to town for a 5:30 p.m.
game on Friday, March 7.

The Mustangs are 8-15 on the
season.

Pagosa Springs High School will
also be the site of the matchup be-

tween the No. 10 Lamar Thunder and
No. 23 DSST: Montview Knights at 7
p-m. on Friday.

The Thunder are 18-5 on the sea-
son, while the Knights own a 15-7
record.

The winners of Friday’s games will
advance to Saturday’s Sweet 16
matchup, which is set for a 1 p.m.
tip-off at Pagosa Springs High School.

“We won'’t over look anyone,” Os-

Play hard,

Pirates!

7

Visiting Angels announced to-
day that they have received the
distinguished 2025 Best of Home
Care® -Leader in Experience Award
from Activated Insights, formerly
Home Care Pulse, the leading firm
in experience management for post-
acute care. The Leader in Experience
Award is the highest recognition
awarded by Activated Insights and is
given to select home care business-
es that consistently rank among the
very highest in 10 or more quality
metrics. As a Leader in Experience,
Visiting Angels is now recognized
among the top 10% of home care
providers participating in the nation-
wide Activated Insights Experience
Management program.

This accomplishment demon-

\.

Visiting Angels
2025 Best of Home Care® -
Leader in Experience Award

strates Visiting Angels long-term
dedication to excellent care and qual-
ity improvement. To qualify for this
award, 10% of Visiting Angel’s clients
and caregivers were interviewed each
month by Activated Insights. Over
a 12-month period, Visiting Angels
received high client and caregiver
satisfaction ratings in areas such as
caregiver training, compassion of
caregivers, communication, sched-
uling, client/caregiver compatibility,
and more. Using feedback from cli-
ents and employees, as well as quality
benchmarks from Activated Insights,
the Visiting Angels management
team set goals to reach the highest
level of Experience possible.

“We are so excited that our team
of amazing caregivers and staff have

achieved this award. Our team is
committed to providing the excel-
lence in all we do to serve our com-
munities. I could not be prouder of
their accomplishment”. -says Mi-
chelle Johnson, CEO.

The Best of Home Care® — Leader
in Experience Award highlights the
top-performing home care business-
es in the nation. Activated Insights
believes that by honoring these pro-
viders, families looking for in-home
care for a loved one will be able to
recognize and choose a trusted home
care provider.

To find out more about Visiting
Angels commitment to experience,
please visit www.visitingangels.com/
southwestcolorado or call 970-264-
5991.

J

born wrote, adding, “every team has
something to prove in post season,
but our girls and hungry and deter-
mined to find themselves back at
state.”

randi@pagosasun.com
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AlTaxi Service !
970-585-4903

8am-8pm Sunday-Thursday
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8am-10pm Friday and Saturday
or by appointment!

Reliability Fully licensed and insured! Courtes
Matters! Smoke-free vehicles! Counts 'Y

Local discount system- just ask!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985
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CoMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

GREAT POTENTIAL

2 buildings and one parcel. The front
of the building is a gallery and work-
shop. The back unit is an office set up
which was a clinic in the past. There is
also a Quonset hut on the back of the
property. The gallery fronts Highway
160 and parking is on Eagle Dr and
Trinity Ln. Included with the gallery
are gallery lights, display fixtures, re-
frigerator and office furniture. There
are 2 offices in the gallery, the back
unit has a formal reception area with
2 larger offices, 2 smaller offices and
2 more small flexible rooms. Also, the
roof was recently replaced.

Eagle Drive
$590,000

MLS #
819518

Real Estate

P.O. Box 3850

Mountain & Meadow

office: 970.264.6673
409 Lewis Street

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

.68 acre, 1440 square foot
commercial building. There is
enough property to build an-
other building or make a large
wrap around parking lot. There
is a 3000 BTU gas heater and

a 40 gallon hot water heater.
The doors and walls have a 90
minute fireproof rating. Walls
are removable so the floor plan
could be opened up. There

is a kitchen sink, stove and
dishwasher, half bath and the
overhead dooris 8'x 10

Cloman Industrial Park
$380,000

MLS # 819174

Shellie Hogue
REALTOR’, BROKER

C:970.759.8109
ShellieCHogue@gmail.com
www.shelliehogue.com
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SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Pirate Colt Lewis works the ball toward the basket in his return to action on March 1 against Bayfield. The
Pirates fell in overtime, but will head to the postseason this week as the No. 30 team in 4A boys’ basketball.

No. 30 Pirates to face No. 3 Aspen to open playofts

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The No. 30 Pagosa Springs High
School Pirate basketball team will
take on the No. 3 Aspen Skiers Friday
evening in Aspen in the first round of
the 4A state playoffs.

“It’s a tall task ahead, there’s no
doubt about it,” coach Wes Lewis
said of the Pirates’ upcoming match.
“That’s why they’re the three and
we're the 30”

The Pirates are 7-16 entering the
playoffs, with the Skiers owning a
20-3 record.

The teams have played three com-
mon opponents this season — Delta,
Holy Family and Peak to Peak — with
the Skiers going 2-2 in those games
and the Pirates dropping all three.

Play is set to begin at 7 p.m. in
Aspen.

Lewis explained the team has
looked at Aspen on film and found
areas they think they can be suc-
cessful in against Aspen to try to take
advantage of.

“The guys are staying pretty posi-
tive, and, you know, it’s that old say-
ing, ‘That’s why we play the game’
— we're going to give it our best effort
and our best shot, and we're glad to
be in the playoffs,” Lewis said. “We're
going to see where it goes.”

The coach added the Pirates will
have to take care of the basketball,

stay out of foul trouble and make
shots to be successful.

Also playing in Aspen Friday eve-
ning will be the No. 14 Montezuma-
Cortez Panthers and the No. 19
Timnath Cubs.

The Panthers are 17-6 on the sea-
son, and the Cubs are 16-7.

The winner of Friday’s games will
advance to Saturday’s Sweet 16 game
at1l p.m.

The Pirates closed out the regular
season with an overtime loss to the
Bayfield Wolverines on March 1.

It was smooth sailing for the Pi-
rates for the first half of the game, with
the home team leading 13-7 at the
end of the first and 25-16 at halftime.

“We were just kinda playing pretty
good with them in the first half. They
tried a little zone and we did a really
nice job of attacking it and scoring
against it, which helped sustain our
lead a little bit, or building our lead,”
Lewis said. “Then they got out of that
zone and ... their man defense gave us
more fits than their zone, and I was
wishin’ they'd stayed in that zone.”

In the second half, Lewis recalled,
the Wolverines “slowly chipped away
atthe lead”

The Wolverines put up 20 points
in the third, while the Pirates put up
12, leaving the Pirates with a 37-36
lead heading into the fourth quarter.

“We didn’thave a great third quar-
ter,” he said.

GOLF

Bayfield outscored Pagosa 14-13
in the fourth to send the game into
overtime tied at 50-50.

“Obviously it was a tight game
throughout. I was proud of the guys.
They fought hard,” Lewis said. “We
had a chance to win it in regulation.”

He added that, while the team
didn’t come away with the win, he’s
proud of the Pirates for giving them-
selves the chance to win.

“It just kind of got away from us;
we couldn’t put the ball in the hole
in overtime and had some turnovers,
and they were able to hit some shots
and pull away.

Bayfield ultimately won 61-51.

Seth Zeigler led the Pirates’ scor-
ing on the night with 16 points. In his
return to action, Colt Lewis picked up
11 points, which included a 3-pointer.

Ty Richey put up eight points,
including a pair of 3-pointers, and
Creede Dozier put up seven, which
included one 3-pointer. Jaxten Schiel
added six points, Bode Hubbard tal-
lied two and Jayton Ross had one.

The team was 9-for-14 from the
free-throw line.

Zeigler pulled down nine re-
bounds in the matchup, with Dozier
and Schiel each having seven.

Richey logged six rebounds, Colt
Lewis had two and Hubbard had one.

The Pirates stole the ball twice in
the matchup and tallied 18 turnovers.

randi@pagosasun.com

Photo courtesy Pagosa
Springs High School
Morgan Galloway
sits next to parents
Robin and Scott
Galloway after
signing to play golf
at Adams State
University. In back
are Pagosa Springs
High School
(PSHS) golf coach
Mark Faber, PSHS
Athletic Director
Chantelle Jordan
and PSHS Principal
Sean O’Donnell.

Photo courtesy Pagosa Springs Middle School

Pagosa Springs Middle School held the ninth annual Wolf Creek Rumble middle school wrestling tournament
last weekend, hosting 14 teams and approximately 300 wrestlers in this full-day event. The school thanks all
the volunteers and workers who made the event run smoothly, as well as the community.
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TRACK

Pirates to travel to Durango for season opener

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate track and field team is begin-
ning the spring season with an eye
on the end of the season and the
potential for several Pirate athletes
to represent the school at the state
championship meet.

According to an email from coach
Connie O’Donnell, there are 62 ath-
letes on the roster to start the season,
including 24 girls and 38 boys.

That, she notes, includes 10 se-
niors, seven of whom are returning:
Rylie Carr, Tristan Frame, Abi Ne-
hring, Jayslynn Perea, Sienna Rose,
Jaxten Schiel and Honestye Sweet.

“The biggest group is the 21 ju-
niors that we have out this year with
14 returning,’O’Donnell wrote. “We
only have 4 freshman girls out, so
that is a bit concerning for the future
of the girls team.”

O’Donnell notes the roster also
includes several returning state-qual-
ifiers: Nehring, Lexi Campbell, Carr,
Rose, Gavin Carter, Colton Lucero,
Creede Dozier and Jeremiah Jones.

The coach indicates she’s hopeful
for state qualifiers in several events
this year.

“Our strengths are going to be in
some of our individual track and field
events,” O’Donnell wrote. “We have
the potential for some state qualifi-
ers/placers in the sprints, jumps and
throws. Hopefully, we can get some

BASEBALL

Pirates set
to open
season in
Dolores

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate baseball team is starting the
season ahead.

The mild weather and having a
number of players not participating
in winter sports gave the team an
opportunity to put in a lot of time
over the winter, coach Ben Garcia
indicated.

“We had a really good winter,” he
said. “We had a chance to go over a
lot of things that last year we started
and we were trying to .. in essence we
were trying to get information to ‘em
like gettin’ it from a fire hose because
itwas a lot of stuff”

That, he added, was because the
Pirates started competitive play so
quickly after the season started.

“This year we're a little ahead,” he
said.

Garcia noted there are nine play-
ers who had quality time playing
last year, with seven being starters,
returning this year, as well as several
others who saw “sufficient time.”

He added those are being paired
with some “very good athletes” in the
freshman group.

While acknowledging some of the
team’s members are still playing bas-
ketball, Garcia stated he thinks there
will be 13 to 14 athletes on the team
who could start at any time.

Garcia is also hopeful about the
team’s pitching heading into the
season.

“We will probably have one of the
strongest pitching cores that I think
we've had in a long time from num-
bers,” he said, adding there may have
been better individual pitchers who
have come through, but that the
Pirates have about six pitchers who
could start, come in in middle relief or
possibly close. “So, I'm excited about
that. That seems to be a really big plus
in our favor”

While the team will still have to
perform and throw strikes, he added,
the core group of pitchers should help
the team, especially in league play.

The coach indicated he’s looking
to Chris Young-Martinez, Kyler Hen-
derson, Zach Pouyer and Cooper
Ralston to lead the team in hitting.

Expected to filter in with those
hitters, Garcia said, will be Dylan
Dempster, Ty Richey and Charles
Washburn.

“I think we have some potential
hitters,” he said.

The coach also spoke about the
team’s defense and depth.

“I think this is one of the best de-
fensive teams we could put together,”
Garcia said, adding that the team has

MW See Baseball A13

of our distance athletes qualified too.
They are a bunch of hard working
individuals so it wouldn’t surprise me
to see some of them really make some
significant progress on their times.
Hopefully, we will be able to put some
competitive relays together”

The teams will open the season,
however, with a meet that will not be
a qualifying meet, O’Donnell notes.

That meet will be the Dust Off
Durango meet at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
March 8.

“It will still be good for our athletes
to get a starting mark to see where
they are at the beginning of the sea-
son,” she wrote. “The first time that
athletes compete during the season
is always kind of fun because they are
almost always better than they were
atthe start oflast season. It gives them
motivation to keep working”

Schedule

The following schedule was ac-

'y

curate as of press time, but is subject
to change.

All meets will startat9 a.m. unless
otherwise stated.

O’Donnell indicates the team’s
schedule looks a bit different this
season, explaining, “This year, we will
be splitting our team up on several
weekends. Our varsity athletes will
be traveling to Pueblo on three occa-
sions to change up the competition
a bit. Sometimes it’s nice to know
your competition, but it’s also nice
to compete against someone new.”

After opening the season in Du-
rango on Saturday, the Pirates will
be backin action on March 14 for the
Bayfield Invite 1.

After a short hiatus, the teams will
head back to Bayfield for the Bayfield
Invite 2 on March 29.

On April 4, the team will compete
at the John Tate Invitational in Pueb-
lo, and the following day will be in
action at the Abel Velasquez Invite

in Ignacio.

On April 7, the team is scheduled
to take part in the Durango JV meet,
with a time to be announced.

The team will be back at it on April
11 for the Bob Archibeque meet in
Cortez, and the Thunder Storm Invite
the following day in Pueblo.

On April 19, the team is scheduled
to participate in the Ron Keller Invi-
tational in Durango.

On April 26, the team will again
head to Bayfield, this time for the Pine
River Invitational.

The Pirates will host the Terry Al-
ley Invitational at Golden Peaks Sta-
dium on May 3 before again hitting
the road on May 6 for the Centauri
Invitational in La Jara, with a start
time to be announced.

The team is scheduled for two
meets on May 9 — the Monte Vista
Last Chance Meet and the Friday
Night Lights at Pueblo West.

randi@pagosasun.com
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Public Notices

FOR BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HEAR-
ING ON April 1, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to CRS
30-28-116 that the Board of County Commissioners of
Archuleta County, Colorado, will hold a public hearing
to consider revising the County Land Use Regulations.
The language proposed to be adopted is available for
review at the County Development Services Depart-
ment 970-264-1390 and on the County Website.

The public hearing will be held on Tuesday, April 1,
2025, at 1:30 p.m. in the County Commissioner’s
Meeting Room at 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs,
Colorado, at which time all interested parties will be
heard. Written comments may also be submitted to the
Archuleta County Board of Commissioners, P.O. Box
1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, at or prior to said
public hearing.

Published March 6 and 27, 2025 The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (259180)

FOR PLANNIN MMI
27, 2025

Travis and Sarah Troxtell have applied for a RE-
ZONE on the Parcel in RURAL Sec: 9 Twn: 34 Rng:
1W A TRACT OF LAND IN THE SW4 TRACT DESC
170/368 IN SW4; 9-34-1W 187/340-341 TRACT DESC,
at 5503 US HWY 84, Pagosa Springs, CO (PL-RE-
ZONE-25-017). The property is zoned AGRICULTUR-
AL RANCHING (AR).

Comments regarding this case may be submitted to
Archuleta County Development Services-Planning De-
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147-
1507, telephone: (970) 264-1390 or to Planning@

ION HEARING ON March

archuletacounty.org prior to the public hearing by the
Archuleta County Planning Commission on March 27,
2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the County Commissioners Meet-
ing Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs and via
Zoom Link.

Published March 6 and 20, 2025 The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (259212)

INVITATION TO BID
Separate sealed BIDS for the South Pagosa Bou-
levard Resurfacing project will be received by
Archuleta County, Colorado at the office of Davis En-
gineering Service, Inc. located at 188 South 8th Street,
P.O. Box 1208, Pagosa Springs, Colorado 81147, until
2:00 P.M. local time on April 3, 2025, and then at said
office publicly opened and read aloud.
The project consists of resurfacing an existing asphalt
roadway being approximately 1.25 miles of South
Pagosa Boulevard from the northerly intersection of
Capricho Circle to just north of Heath Drive. The project
will be pursued as a Full Depth Reclamation (FDR) proj-
ect on a road that was last reconstructed in 2001. The
project generally maintains the existing horizontal and
vertical alignments, with minor longitudinal and cross
slope corrections as appropriate.
Project work includes, but is not limited to asphalt pul-
verization, excavation, embankment, removal, gravel
placement, erosion control, asphalt paving, shoulder-
ing, ditching, pavement marking, signage, traffic con-
trol, seeding and mulching, and other items typically
associated with road construction.
Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS and PLANS
may be obtained on or after March 6, 2025, at the office

of Davis Engineering Service, Inc. located at the ad-
dress mentioned above, upon payment of $100.00 for
each set. No refund will be made for returned copies.
A mandatory pre-bid conference and inspection trip for
prospective Bidders will be held at the office of Davis
Engineering Service, Inc. (phone number (970) 264-
5055), located at the address mentioned above, at 2:00
P.M. local time on March 25, 2025.

Date: February 28, 2025

Published March 6 and 20, 2025 in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (258961)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of JACQUELYN M DODD KRIEGEL, also known
as JACQUE DODD KRIEGEL, also known as JAC-
QUELYN M. KRIEGEL, Deceased
Case Number 2025 PR 30009
All persons having claims against the above-named
estate are required to present them to the personal rep-
resentative or to the District Court of Archuleta County,
Colorado on or before July 31, 2025, or the claims may
be forever barred.
Jonathan Kriegel
Personal Representative
PO Box 63
Chromo, CO 81128
Published March 6, 13, and 20, 2025 in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (258975)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of John Matthews Brittingham
Case Number 2025 PR 30008

All persons having claims against the above-named

estate are required to present them to the personal rep-

resentative or to the District Court of Archuleta, County,

Colorado on or before July 7, 2025, or the claims may

be forever barred.

Daniel L. Fiedler, Attorney at Law

190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Published March 6, 13, and 20, 2025 in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (258972)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS BY PUBLICATION PUR-
SUANT TO § 15-12-801, C.R.S.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Dennis Ernest Schutz, AKA Dennis E. Schutz
Deceased

Case Number: 25PR30005
All persons having claims against the above named
estate are required to present them to the personal
representative or to District Court of Archuleta County,
Colorado on or before June 27, 2025, or the claims may
be forever barred.
Adam J. Schutz
657 Glenhaven Drive
Abilene, Texas 79603
Published February 27, March 6 and 13, 2025 in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (258416)

The Southwest Basins Roundtable is accepting appli-
cations for an At-Large-Environmental position repre-
sentative.

One of the current vacant seats shall represent envi-
ronmental interests and shall be selected from nomi-
nees submitted by one or more regionally, state-wide,

or nationally recognized environmental conservation
organizations that have operated in Colorado for at
least five years.

Applicants should submit a letter describing their quali-
fications. Please note in your letter if you own water
rights, share in a ditch or reservoir company, or rep-
resent an agent with a Reclamation contract. Letters
of support for your application are welcome but not
required. Please submit your letter to Ed Tolen, eto-
len@laplawd.org and Wendy Weygandt, contact@
swbasinsroundtable.org no later than Friday, April 18,
2025. Elections will be held Thursday, April 24, 2025 at
the LaPlata County Fairgrounds and Event Center (and
via Zoom) at 3 pm at which applicants will have an op-
portunity to address the Roundtable. Please contact Ed
Tolen, Roundtable Chair, at 970-442-1303 for specific
questions. Additional information may be found on the
website: https://swbasinsroundtable.org.

Published March 6, 2025 in The Pagosa Springs SUN.
(258979)

This notice is to inform Brian Humphries, last known
address: 185 Spring Court, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147,
that the items stored in unit BO6 of Renner’s Mini Stor-
age located at 177 Bastille Drive, Pagosa Springs,
CO 81147 will be sold or disposed of due to lack of
payment. This notice will be published in the Pagosa
Springs Sun on both February 27, 2025 and March 6,
2025 with the sale or disposal of items taking place at a
later date of our choosing.

Published February 27 and March 6, 2025 in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (258652)

ARCHULETA COUNTY
DECEMBER 2024 PAYABLES
VENDOR

BUILDINGS BY DESIGN

UMB BANK

CORAL CONSTRUCTION CO

LA PLATA CNTY TREASURER
NONSTOP ADMINISTRATION
HEALTHY ARCHULETA

INLAND KENWORTH US

WELLS FARGO BANK
SHORT-ELLIOTT-HENDRICKSON
DAVIS ENGINEERING SERVICE
ARCHULETA HOUSING CORP
FOUR STATES TIRE AND SVC
RUBY M. SISSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY
TURN KEY HEALTH CLINICS
MODSTREET

A SAFE PLACE IN PAGOSA

KPLLC

ECONORTHWEST

IDEMIA IDENTITY & SECURITY USA
KOY DINGBOOM OATES

FLYERS ENERGY

PAWSD

BRUCKNER'S TRUCK & EQUIP
SHAMROCK FOODS

PEAK PERFORMANCE INSULATION
VAL'S VIP CLEANING

ARCH CNTY HOUSING AUTH
OPEN GOV

LPEA

REYNOLDS ASH & ASSC

MICHAEL F. ARNALL M.D. P.C.
BLACK HILLS ENERGY

MUTUAL OF OMAHA

HUMANE SOCIETY OF PS.
PAGOSA COMMUNITY INITIATIVE
DAY LUMBER COMPANY

LAB CORP OF AMERICA

AT&T MOBILITY

ARCH CNTY VICTIM ASSISTANCE PGRM
AXIS HEALTH SYSTEM

TRAUTNER GEOTECH

ROSE MOUNTAIN

EMPLOYERS COUNCIL SERVICES
ROCKY MOUNTAIN SUPPLY CO
YEH AND ASSOCIATES

WINGS EARLY CHILDHOOD CNTR
DB TECH

RMMI DIGITAL DOCUMENT SOLUTIONS
VALUEWEST

ODP BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
CENTURYLINK

BRANTLEY DISTRIBUTING
CAPITAL BUSINESS SYSTEMS
JESSE AUGUSTUS RAY

PFIZER

TOPS

COOPER FIRE PROTECTION SVCS
WILLIAM RAY

STATE OF CO (IDS)

DOMINION VOTING SYSTEMS

CO DEPT. OF HUMAN SVCS

DELL MARKETING L.P.

ECHO IT CONSULTING
PONDEROSA LUMBER CO
AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
PARTS PLUS OF NM

THE P.S. SUN

GEORGE T. SANDERS CO
TERRY’S ACE HARDWARE

EDUCE

PACE SYSTEMS

CLEAN DESIGNS

VALE-VICTIM ASSISTANCE & LAW ENFORCEMENT

SUMMIT SUPPLY CORP. OF CO
CPOW

BUCKSKIN TOWING & REPAIR
RUNBECK ELECTION SERVICES
CROSSFIRE AGGREGATE SERVICES
DIGITCOM ELECTRONICS

SR WELDING

CO ASSC OF LOCAL PUB HEATLTH OFFICIALS
FAMILY SUPPORT PMT CNTR
GOGOVAPPS

NEWEGG BUSINESS

ACE APPRAISAL

TRIAD EAP

ALPINE PORTABLE TOILETS

ELITE RECYCLING & DISPOSAL
ALSCO

AMAZON

SAFELITE FULFILLMENT

EVON THERESA LUCERO
CONSERVANCY OIL CO. OF DURANGO
HINSDALE CNTY

WILDFIRE ADAPTED PARTNERSHIP
WESTERN PAPER DISTRIBUTORS
MIGHTY AUTO PARTS

AXXIS AUDIO OF DURANGO

NANCY FORD

MASA

FOUR CORNERS WELDING & GAS SUPPLY
ASPIRE

FORMAX

JEAN-PAUL WRIGHT

CO DEPT OF REV

ALTITUDE RECYCLING EQUIPMENT
CO BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS

DESCRIPTION
BUS FACILITY CONSTR
COP LOAN
GUARDRAIL REPAIR
Q3 2024 DA SHARED EXP
EMPL BENEFITS
ARPA #30/CONTRACT SVCS
ENGINE REPAIR/SUPPLIES/PART
CNTY P-CARD EXP
SWL LF MONITORING
RESURFACING
ARPA SUBMISSION #7
CNTY TIRES
2024 DONATION MOC
INMATE MEDICAL SVCS/LABS
TRANSIT CONSTRUCT
ARPA #29

2024 GEN ELECT BALLOTS/ENVELOPES

PROFESSIONAL SVC

OP EQUIP

DHS LEGAL SVCS

CNTY FUEL

WATER BREAK/UTILITY
FLEET ACCS

INMATE FOOD

SO INSULATION INSTALL
CNTY CLEANING SVCS
ARPA #13

OPENGOV

CNTY UTILITY

TRANSIT FACILITY CONSTR
AUTOPSY FEES

CNTY NATURAL GAS

EMPL BENEFITS

CNTY IMPOUND FEES

CMP CONTRACT SVCS/SUPP
CULVERT PIPE MATERIAL
PUB HEALTH LAB FEES
CNTY CELL & DATA USAGE
DHS CONCTRACT SVCS
INMATE HEALTH SVCS
CONRETE TESTING

DHS MTHLY LEASE
INVESTIGATION SVCS
FLEET SUPPLIES

TRANSIT FACILITY TESTING
CONTRIBUTION 2024

PHD TECH SVC & PARTS
SO ADMIN SUPPLIES
COMMERCIAL APPRAISER FEE
CNTY SUPPLIES

911 PHONE SVCS

EQUIP & SUPPLIES

CNTY COPIER LEASE & USE
2024 FAIR-LIVESTOCK SALE
VACCINES

CNTY UTILITY/PHD SUPPLIES
SO DETEN LABOR & EQUIP
2024 FAIR-LIVESTOCK SALE
CLERKS RNWLS

ELECT 2024 PROGRAMMING
BRAIS SURCHARGES
COMP EQUIP

DISP LABOR OCT 2024
CNTY SUPPLIES

EMPL BENEFITS

PARTS & SUPPLIES

CNTY PUBLICATIONS

CNTY SUPPLIES

CNTY SUPPLIES
CONTRACT WORK

DISP SFTWR

REPAIR SVC

VALE SURCHARGES

CNTY SUPPLIES

CPOW MBRSHP/REGIST ANN CONF
CNTY TOWING SVC

ELECT PROGRAMMING
SALT SAND/SUPPLIES
FLEET SUPPLIES

MOTOR GRADER BUMPER
PHD DUES

CHILD SUPPORT PMT
ARCGIS SUBSCRIPT

COMP EQUIPMENT

SW LANDFILL APPRAISAL
EMPL BENEFITS

TOILET RENTALS & SVC/PUMP SEPTIC TANK

CNTY TRASH DISPOSAL

CNTY PROFESSIONAL CLEANING
CNTY/INMATE SUPPLIES
WINDSHIELD/SVC & PARTS

2024 ELECT JUDGE/RLA

FLEET SUPPLIES

2024 RGCT IGAAGREEMENT
CONTRIBUTION

CNTY JANTL SUPPLIES

TIRE REPAIR/SUPPLIES

ANN FIRE/SEC MONITORING 2025
2024 ELECT JUDGE

EMPL BENEFITS

FLEET SUPPLIES

MEN’S CLASSES

ANN CONTRACT RENWL

REIMB BLD PERMIT

STATE LIQUOR FEE CHIMNEY ROCK
PAG TS SUPPLIES

CCW BACKGROUND CHECKS

AMOUNT VENDOR
$1,026,774.19 DEATH INVESTIGATION TRAINING ACADEMY
$ 624,975.01 PATAGONIA HEALTH
$ 133,585.00 ICS JAIL SUPPLIES
$131,157.92 COWBOY CARWASH
$76,823.49 WAGNER RENTS
$44,315.00 SOURCE OFFICE & TECHNOLOGY
$44,036.92 ORKIN
$ 37,633.26 DANNY JAMES GONZALES
$36,703.90 CHESTNUT HEALTH SYSTEMS
$24,000.00 DESIGN-A-SIGN
$ 23,700.00 INTER-MOUNTAIN PROPANE
$22,643.31 ARCH CNTY SOLID WASTE
$20,000.00 JEROME N LUBETZ
$17,751.52 KELSEY JENSEN
$17,280.00 KRISTY ARCHULETA
$17,058.58 MARY HELMINSKI
$16,442.00 O’REILLY AUTO PARTS
$16,370.50 CHEREE HENDERSON
$15,771.00 YOLANDA HORN
$15,585.79 JLM TIRE
$14,973.60 SAN JUAN REDIMIX
$14,505.98 MODERN IMAGING SOLUTIONS
$13,672.07 MSC INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY CO
$13,671.45 PITNEY BOWES INC.- SUPPLIES
$13,371.60 BELINDA CLARK
$12,600.00 CO WEED MANAGEMENT ASSC
$12,560.29 SUTTON AUTOMOTIVE
$12,278.91 CENTURY EQUIPMENT CO
$10,514.83 JACOB WATTS
$9,500.00 SUTTON WAYLON
$9,000.00 CO BARRICADE CO
$ 8,253.94 MOUNTAIN PEAK RENTALS
$8,001.20 CURTIS BLUE LINE
$ 7,500.00 DANIEL MATYNIAK
$ 6,928.60 PEDRO CARAVEO
$6,591.63 RYAN LEWIS
$ 6,535.26 BRAYLON COTTS
$6,036.17 APEX SOFTWARE
$ 5,000.00 ACCESS TRUCK PARTS
$4,913.85 GOODMAN’S
$ 4,881.65 MICHAEL SCHROEDER
$4,166.67 PINE VALLEY RENTAL & SALES
$ 4,162.50 JORGE ZUNIGA
$4,141.00 RYAN F. YOUNG
$ 4,002.50 SALLY HIGH
$ 4,000.00 JOE MARTINEZ
$ 3,855.00 DOROTHY ANN GEORGE
$ 3,843.70 DIXI RIVERA
$ 3,800.00 KEVIN LEEWITT
$ 3,722.59 PITNEY BOWES
$ 3,440.88 STATE OF CO JUDICIAL DEPT
$ 3,381.40 NAVAJO TRAIL RENTAL CENTER
$ 3,264.65 LAWSON PRODUCTS
$ 3,244.65 LURENDA TAYLOR
$3,199.95 CARL MACHT
$3,103.75 GLORIA MACHT
$2,783.31 KEVIN RODRIGUEZ
$2,642.28 KYLE LUCERO
$2,561.83 NMS LABS
$ 2,548.06 TRES RIOS SILVER
$ 2,440.00 MICHELLE CLARK
$2,397.58 RACHEL TROWER
$ 2,345.00 KATRIELLE HENDERSON MARX
$2,336.75 UBEO
$2,319.84 CO DEPT OF PUB HEALTH AND ENV
$2,028.59
$1,980.81 ADOBE
$1,870.48 VITAL RECORDS CNTRL
$1,815.87 BRANDICE ELDER
$1,800.00 YEUN FIEDLER
$1,760.00 CRESTONE GRAPHICS
$1,720.23 CULLEN LANDIS
$1,710.00 DARRIN STRICKLAND
$1,684.01 ERIC MCRAE
$1,610.00 JUSTIN BURTON
$1,560.97 MARK GIAMPIETRO
$1,5632.00 YARAIMA FRIAS DAVIS
$1,516.96 MOUNTAIN HOME SOUND AND SECURITY
$1,499.42 BAYFIELD FAMILY DENTISTRY
$ 1,460.00 VISIONARY COMMUNICATIONS
$ 1,446.20 SCRAM SYSTEMS
$1,384.64 CARL YOUNG
$1,368.00 KEVIN BRUCE
$1,240.99 LA PLATA CNTY CORONER
$1,200.00 RICHARD WALKER
$1,179.90 MONOGRAMS PLUS
$1,155.00 DURANGO MOTOR CO
$1,124.84 BROWNSTEIN HYATT FARBER SCHRECK
$1,118.85 JOSEPH CARNRITE
$1,103.47 ARCH CNTY EXT OFFICE
$1,039.21 ROCKY MOUNTAIN RESERVE
$1,035.00 SARA COLE
$1,001.00 K-D FLAGS
$1,000.00 LANGUAGE LINE SERVICES
$1,000.00 ADVANCE AUTO PARTS
$975.02 STERLING
$967.06 KATHERINE F. BETZER
$958.80 MELANIE KODASEET
$937.50 FERRELLGAS LP
$909.00 BADGEANDWALLET.COM
$ 833.67 BENT CNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
$833.32 PENNY WEBSTER
$793.00 EXPRESS TOLL
$766.40 OREGON HEALTH AUTH PUB HEALTH
$750.00 ANSWER TOPEKA
$700.00
$ 682.00

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
REGIST ONLINE TRNG $600.00
CONTRACT SVCS $573.75
INMATE SUPPLIES $565.74
VEHICLE CLEANING $546.53
FLEET SUPPLIES/PART $534.55
COPY PAPER $530.06
CNTY PEST CONTROL SVC $522.96
CORONER ON CALL SVCS $510.00
SO DETEN SFTWR $504.00
SIGNAGE $498.00
PROPANE $482.98
CNTY DISPOSAL CHGS $440.50
CORONER ON CALL SVCS $438.00
CORONER ON CALL SVCS $438.00
WINTER CONF PER DIEM/REIMB RET LN3 2023 $417.09
REIMB DEFC 2023 $415.26
PARTS & SUPPLIES $405.45
WINTER CONF PER DIEM $387.00
WINTER CONF PER DIEM $387.00
TIRE WASTE FEES $ 355.50
REDIMIX CONCRETE $353.05
DISPOSABLE GLOVES $324.00
FLEET SUPPLIES $313.00
POSTAGE $311.94
PARTIAL REFND APP# AUN-L3Q $300.00
SPONSORSHIP 2024 CWMA TRNG $300.00
FLEET EQUIP $297.56
FLEET SUPPLIES $288.96
REIMB BOOTS/JACKET ALLOWANCE $285.00
REIMB BOOTS/JACKET ALLOWANCE $285.00
SIGNAGE/SUPPLIES $283.65
HEATERS $280.50
UNIFORM PANTS $277.56
REIMB BOOT/JACKET ALLOWANCE $274.95
REIMB BOOT/JACKET ALLOWANCE $270.97
REIMB BOOT/JACKET ALLOWANCE $269.99
REIMB BOOT/JACKET ALLOWANCE $261.56
ASSR APEX LIC $260.00
FLEET PARTS $ 255.51
UNIFORM JACKET/BOOTS $251.91
REIMB RT 2023 $250.00
GENIE MAN LIFT $244.95
REIMB JACKET/BOOTS ALLOWANCE $241.53
REIMB BOOT/JACKET ALLOWANCE $241.51
2024 ELECT COUNTING $240.00
REIMB BOOT/JACKET ALLOWANCE $237.99
2024 ELECT COUNTING $225.00
REIMB BOOT/JACKET ALLOWANCE $224.91
REIMB BOOT/JACKET ALLOWANCE $224.71
DHS POSTAGE METER $186.54
FAMILY FRIENDLY SURCHARGES $171.00
FLEET SUPPLIES $166.00
FLEET SUPPLIES $164.20
REIMB RET 2023 $160.06
CPR/1ST AID CLASSES $160.00
CPR/1ST AID CLASSES $160.00
REIMB BOOT ALLOWANCE $160.00
REIMB BOOT ALLOWANCE $160.00
LAB FEES $159.00
LIVESTOCK AUCT AWARD 2024 $155.00
REIMB RET 2023 $154.06
REIMB RET 2023 $152.78
REIMB RET 2023 $152.26
OCE CONTRACT $148.00
VITAL STATS FEES/ANN FACILITY FEE/

MICRO TESTING $139.00
ADOBE SUBSCRIPT $136.74
PROFESSIONAL SHREDDING $128.16
REIMB RET 2023 $127.66
REIMB RET 2023 $127.27
BCDS $126.92
REIMB COVERALLS ALLOWANCE $125.00
REIMB JACKET ALLOWANCE $125.00
REIMB JACKET ALLOWANCE $125.00
REIMB JACKET ALLOWANCE $125.00
REIMB JACKET ALLOWANCE $125.00
REIMB JACKET ALLOWANCE $125.00
ALARM MONITORING $120.00
INMATE DENTAL SVC $117.00
BROADBAND SVCS $110.34
GPS FEES $103.14
2024 LAT/RLA BOARD, CANVASS $100.00
REIMB DEFC 2023 $100.00
MORGUE USE FEE $100.00
2024 ELECT LAT/RLA BOARD $100.00
EMBROIDERIES $93.00
FLEET SUPPLIES $82.10
ATTY PROFESSIONAL LEGAL SVC $82.00
REIMB RTH 2023 $81.87
CPR/1ST AID CERT - PHD EMPL $80.00
EMPL BENEFITS $75.00
REIMB RET 2023 $72.92
US FLAG $ 68.65
TRANSLATION SVCS $59.04
SO ADMIN EQUIP $57.32
BACKGROUND CHKS $55.37
MILEAGE REIMB NOV REV $54.94
REIMB RTH 2023 $52.36
PROPANE $36.03
UNIFORM SUPPLIES $36.00
COURT FEE $35.00
2024 ELECT RLA PULL BALLOTS $30.00
TOLL FEES $24.30
VITAL RECORDS FEE $20.00
ANSWERING SVC $19.50

TOTAL
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SOCCER

Lady Pirates to kick off season in Del Norte

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Lady Pirate soccer team kicks off its
season today, Thursday, March 6,
with the team traveling to Del Norte
to take on the Del Norte Tigers at 4
p.m.

The Pirates will then host Telluride
at Golden Peaks Stadium in Pagosa
Springs at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
March 8.

Official practices began on Mon-
day, Feb. 24, giving the team just two
weeks to prepare for its first regular
season game, coach Trevor Gian
explained.

He mentioned that some of the
squad has been able to participate
in voluntary training sessions before-
hand, noting that some players are
still involved in winter season sports.

Gian mentioned the Lady Pirates
are entering this season with a little
more experience than they did in
2024, adding the Lady Pirates “did
fairly well” in 2024, despite not being
able to log a win in Intermountain
League (IML) play.

“We’ll have a little more experi-
ence thisyear from last — I'm already
seeing it,” Gian said, explaining that
he’s noticed in training sessions that
the Lady Pirates are already “starting
off better than we did last year”

The Lady Pirates finished their
2024 season with an overall winning
record of 6-5-3, including a league
mark of 0-3-3.

Gian noted the Lady Pirates “fin-
ished strong” last season, and he
hopes the team can build off that
late-season momentum for the 2025
season.

“We had a really positive season
last year,” he said, “and we finished
strong last year”

He also mentioned that he expects
the IML to “be a hypercompetitive
league,” noting there is not a clear
favorite to win the league.

Gian explained that this year’s
roster for the Lady Pirates will consist
of an evenly mixed group of upper
and lower classmen, with around
20 players anticipated to be on the
varsity squad.

As far as goals for the season, the
Lady Pirates are focused on getting
positive results in IML play while
making it tough on their opponents,
Gian explained.

He also mentioned he anticipates
some “tough games” this season, but
that “it should be fun,” as the Lady Pi-
rates look to notch a couple IML wins.

For the two games scheduled this
weekend, Gian mentioned that he is
hopeful the Lady Pirates will come
away with a positive result against Del
Norte, adding that the Lady Pirates
will be going up against a tough op-
ponent in Telluride.

“That’ll give us a good test,” he
added.

Schedule

The following schedule was ac-
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Legal
advertising

Deadline: Friday 4 p.m.*

Bring your legal advertisement
or public notice to our offices
at 457 Lewis Street, or email to
legal@pagosasun.com

*Deadlines are moved up for
holiday weeks. Please check for
an ad in the paper for specific
dates and times.

curate as of press time, but is subject
to change.

Following this weekend’s match-
es, the Lady Pirates will continue their
season on Thursday, March 13, as
they take on the Ignacio Bobcats in
Ignacio at 4:30 p.m.

The Lady Pirates will then head to
Buena Vista on March 15 to face off
against the Demons at 11 a.m.

Pagosa will then take a nearly
three-week hiatus around spring
break before returning to action
with their first IML game scheduled
for April 5, when they will host the
Montezuma-Cortez Panthers begin-
ning at 11 a.m.

On April 11, the Lady Pirates will
travel to Alamosa to take on the Mean
Moose at 4 p.m. before heading to
Leadville on April 12 to square off
against the Lake County Panthers
at1l p.m.

On April 15, the Lady Pirates will
be back at home to host the Bayfield

Wolverines at Golden Peaks Stadium
at4 p.m.

On April 19, the Lady Pirates will
travel to Cortez to take on the Mon-
tezuma-Cortez Panthers at 11 a.m.

On April 22, the Lady Pirates will
host the Ignacio Bobcats at Golden
Peaks Stadium at 4 p.m., followed
by another home match against the
Alamosa Mean Moose on April 24
starting at 4 p.m.

The Lady Pirates will play their
final away game of the regular season
on April 29 as they face off against
the Bayfield Wolverines in Bayfield
at4 p.m.

Senior night will be on May 1 as
the Lady Pirates host Del Norte at
Golden Peaks Stadium, with kickoff
scheduled for 4 p.m.

The last regular-season game is
scheduled for May 2, with the Lady
Pirates hosting Fruita Monument
at4 p.m.

clayton@pagosasun.com
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Public Notices

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Archuleta County Airport - Stevens Field
Pagosa Springs, Colorado

Parking Lot and Access Road for PSO
AIP Project No. 3-08-0066-028-2025

Project Bids, subject to the conditions contained herein, for improvements to the Archuleta County Airport -
Stevens Field, Pagosa Springs, Colorado, AIP Project No. 3-08-0066-028-2025 will be received by Archuleta County,
Finance Department, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, Colorado, 81147, until Friday, March 28, 2025 at 2:00 p.m.
(local time). Bids to be mailed shall be addressed to the attention of the Archuleta County, Finance Department,
398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, Colorado, 81147, and will be clearly marked "Sealed Bids: Parking Lot and Access
Road for PSO. DO NOT OPEN". At the time listed above, the received sealed bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud immediately in the aforementioned location that they were received.

The bidding documents are available at https://woolpert.com/bid and/or www.questcdn.com -
Reference Quest Number 9555670. To be considered a plan holder for bids, register with QuestCDN.com for a free
Regular membership and download the bidding documents in digital form at a cost of $125. Downloading the
documents and becoming a plan holder is recommended as plan holder’s receive automatic notice of addenda,
other bid updates. Contact QuestCDN Customer Support at 952-233-1632 or Support@QuestCDN.com for
assistance in membership registration or downloading digital bidding documents. Interested parties may view the
contract documents at no cost prior to deciding to become a plan holder.

In order to submit a responsive bid as a Prime Contractor and to receive all necessary addendum(s) for this project,
you must be on the Planholder’s List. It is the planholder’s responsibility to review the site for addendums and
changes before submitting their proposal. This includes review for environmental changes. Environmental changes
during construction could take up to three months for approval. For additional information, please contact us via
email at bid.info@woolpert.com.

The work involved will include the following:
Schedule | - Parking Lot and Access Road for PSO

The approximate quantities of major bid items involved in the proposed work are:

P-152a Unclassified Excavation 2,300 | CY
P-152c Subgrade Preparation (6”) 3,750 | SY
D-754a 4’ Wide Concrete Pan 270 | LF
CDOT- Crushed Aggregate Base Course 1,000 | CY
304

CDOT- Hot Mix Asphalt (4”) 880 | Ton
403

Pre-Bid Conference. A VOLUNTARY pre-bid conference for this project will be held on Friday, March 14, 2025 at
2:00 p.m. (local time), in the FBO Conference Room at the Archuleta County Airport - Stevens Field. Conference
information shown below:

Teams Meeting ID: 295 890 411 628
Passcode: 4zH9U3Cy

Dial in by phone

+1 937-240-2430,,899883100# United States, Belle Center
Find a local number
Phone conference ID: 899 883 100#

Bid Conditions. All bidders shall make arrangements with the Archuleta County Airport - Stevens Field to examine
the site to become familiar with all site conditions prior to submitting their bid.

The bidder is required to provide all information as required within the Contract Documents. The bidder is
required to bid on all items of every schedule or as otherwise detailed in the Instructions to Bidders.

Bids may be held by Sponsor for a period not to exceed 90 calendar days from the date of the bid opening for the
purpose of evaluating bids prior to award of contract.

No Bidder may withdraw its bid after the bid has been opened. The Archuleta County reserves the right to waive
any informality in bidding and to reject any and all bids.

All questions regarding the bid are to be directed to Mark Lovato, 720 South Colorado Boulevard, Suite 1200-S,
Glendale, CO 80246, Mark.Lovato@Woolpert.com by Monday, March 24, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. local time.

Bid Bond. Guarantee will be required with each bid as a certified check on a solvent bank or a Bid Bond in the
amount of five (5) % of the total amount of the bid, made payable to the Archuleta County.

Performance & Payment Bond. The successful bidder will be required to furnish separate performance and
payment bonds each in an amount equal to 100% of the contract price.

FEDERAL LANGUAGE REQUIRED FOR SOLICITATIONS:

FAA BUY AMERICAN PREFERENCE:

The Contractor certifies that its bid/offer is in compliance with 49 USC § 50101, BABA and other related Made in
America Laws, U.S. statutes, guidance, and FAA policies, which provide that Federal funds may not be obligated
unless all iron, steel and manufactured goods used in AIP funded projects are produced in the United States, unless
the Federal Aviation Administration has issued a waiver for the product; the product is listed as an Excepted
Article, Material Or Supply in Federal Acquisition Regulation subpart 25.108; or is included in the FAA Nationwide
Buy American Waivers Issued list.

The bidder or offeror must complete and submit the certification of compliance with FAA’s Buy American
Preference, BABA and Made in America laws included herein with their bid or offer. The Airport Sponsor/Owner
will reject as nonresponsive any bid or offer that does not include a completed certification of compliance with
FAA’s Buy American Preference and BABA.

The bidder or offeror certifies that all constructions materials, defined to mean an article, material, or supply other
than an item of primarily iron or steel; a manufactured product; cement and cementitious materials; aggregates
such as stone, sand, or gravel; or aggregate binding agents or additives that are or consist primarily of: non-ferrous
metals; plastic and polymer-based products (including polyvinylchloride, composite building materials, and
polymers used in fiber optic cables); glass (including optic glass); lumber; or drywall used in the project are
manufactured in the U.S.

TITLE VI SOLICITATION NOTICE:

The Archuleta County, in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42
USC §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders or offerors that it will affirmatively
ensure that for any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises will
be afforded full and fair opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and no businesses will be
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin (including limited English proficiency), creed,
sex (including sexual orientation and gender identity), age, or disability in consideration for an award.

TRADE RESTRICTION CERTIFICATION:

By submission of an offer, the Offeror certifies that with respect to this solicitation and any resultant contract, the
Offeror —

1) is not owned or controlled by one or more citizens of a foreign country included in the list of countries
that discriminate against U.S. firms as published by the Office of the United States Trade Representative
(USTR);

2) has not knowingly entered into any contract or subcontract for this project with a person that is a citizen
or national of a foreign country included on the list of countries that discriminate against U.S. firms as
published by the USTR; and

3) has not entered into any subcontract for any product to be used on the Federal project that is produced in
a foreign country included on the list of countries that discriminate against U.S. firms published by the
USTR.

This certification concerns a matter within the jurisdiction of an agency of the United States of America and the
making of a false, fictitious, or fraudulent certification may render the maker subject to prosecution under Title 18
USC § 1001.

The Offeror/Contractor must provide immediate written notice to the Owner if the Offeror/Contractor learns that
its certification or that of a subcontractor was erroneous when submitted or has become erroneous by reason of
changed circumstances. The Contractor must require subcontractors provide immediate written notice to the
Contractor if at any time it learns that its certification was erroneous by reason of changed circumstances.

Unless the restrictions of this clause are waived by the Secretary of Transportation in accordance with 49 CFR §
30.17, no contract shall be awarded to an Offeror or subcontractor:

1) who is owned or controlled by one or more citizens or nationals of a foreign country included on the list
of countries that discriminate against U.S. firms published by the USTR; or

2) whose subcontractors are owned or controlled by one or more citizens or nationals of a foreign country
on such USTR list; or

3) who incorporates in the public works project any product of a foreign country on such USTR list.

Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records in order to
render, in good faith, the certification required by this provision. The knowledge and information of a contractor is
not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary course of business
dealings.

The Offeror agrees that, if awarded a contract resulting from this solicitation, it will incorporate this provision for
certification without modification in all lower tier subcontracts. The Contractor may rely on the certification of a
prospective subcontractor that it is not a firm from a foreign country included on the list of countries that
discriminate against U.S. firms as published by USTR, unless the Offeror has knowledge that the certification is
erroneous.

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when making an award. Ifitis
later determined that the Contractor or subcontractor knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) may direct through the Owner cancellation of the contract or subcontract for default
at no cost to the Owner or the FAA.

FEDERAL FAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT (FEDERAL MINIMUM WAGE):

All contracts and subcontracts that result from this solicitation incorporate by reference the provisions of 29 CFR
part 201, et seq, the Federal Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), with the same force and effect as if given in full text.
The FLSA sets minimum wage, overtime pay, recordkeeping, and child labor standards for full and part-time
workers.

The Contractor has full responsibility to monitor compliance to the referenced statute or regulation. The
Contractor must address any claims or disputes that arise from this requirement directly with the U.S. Department
of Labor — Wage and Hour Division.

NOTICE OF REQUIREMENT FOR AFFIRMATIVE ACTION to ENSURE EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY:
1. The Offeror’s or Bidder’s attention is called to the “Equal Opportunity Clause” and the “Standard Federal Equal
Employment Opportunity Construction Contract Specifications” set forth herein.

2. The goals and timetables for minority and female participation, expressed in percentage terms for the
Contractor’s aggregate workforce in each trade on all construction work in the covered area, are as follows:

Timetables
Goals for minority participation for each trade: 10.2
Goals for female participation in each trade: 6.9%

These goals are applicable to all of the Contractor’s construction work (whether or not it is Federal or federally
assisted) performed in the covered area. If the Contractor performs construction work in a geographical area
located outside of the covered area, it shall apply the goals established for such geographical area where the
work is actually performed. With regard to this second area, the Contractor also is subject to the goals for
both its federally involved and non-federally involved construction.

The Contractor’s compliance with the Executive Order and the regulations in 41 CFR Part 60-4 shall be based
on its implementation of the Equal Opportunity Clause, specific affirmative action obligations required by the
specifications set forth in 41 CFR 60-4.3(a) and its efforts to meet the goals. The hours of minority and female
employment and training must be substantially uniform throughout the length of the contract, and in each
trade, and the Contractor shall make a good faith effort to employ minorities and women evenly on each of its
projects. The transfer of minority or female employees or trainees from Contractor to Contractor or from
project to project for the sole purpose of meeting the Contractor’s goals shall be a violation of the contract,
the Executive Order and the regulations in 41 CFR Part 60-4. Compliance with the goals will be measured
against the total work hours performed.

3. The Contractor shall provide written notification to the Director of the Office of Federal Contract Compliance
Programs (OFCCP) within 10 working days of award of any construction subcontract in excess of $10,000 at
any tier for construction work under the contract resulting from this solicitation. The notification shall list the
name, address, and telephone number of the subcontractor; employer identification number of the
subcontractor; estimated dollar amount of the subcontract; estimated starting and completion dates of the
subcontract; and the geographical area in which the subcontract is to be performed.

4. As used in this notice and in the contract resulting from this solicitation, the “covered area” is Colorado,
Archuleta, Pagosa Springs.

PROCUREMENT OF RECOVERED MATERIALS:

Contractor and subcontractors agree to comply with Section 6002 of the Solid Waste Disposal Act, as amended by
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, and the regulatory provisions of 40 CFR Part 247. In the
performance of this contract and to the extent practicable, the Contractor and subcontractors are to use products
containing the highest percentage of recovered materials for items designated by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) under 40 CFR Part 247.

DBE PARTICIPATION:

The requirements of 49 CFR part 26 apply to this contract. It is the policy of the Archuleta County to practice
nondiscrimination based on race, color, sex, or national origin in the award or performance of this contract. The
Archuleta County encourages participation by all firms qualifying under this solicitation regardless of business size
or ownership.

Information Submitted as a matter of bidder responsiveness:
The Sponsor’s award of this contract is conditioned upon Bidder or Offeror satisfying the good faith effort
requirements of 49 CFR § 26.53.

As a condition of responsiveness, the Bidder or Offeror must submit the following information with its proposal on
the forms provided herein:

1. The names and addresses of Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) firms that will participate in the
contract;

2. Adescription of the work that each DBE firm will perform;

The dollar amount of the participation of each DBE firm listed under (1);

4. Written statement from Bidder or Offeror that attests their commitment to use the DBE firm(s) listed
under (1) to meet the Sponsor’s project goal;

5. Written confirmation from each listed DBE firm that it is participating in the contract in the kind and
amount of work provided in the prime contractor's commitment; and

6. If Bidder or Offeror cannot meet the advertised project DBE goal, evidence of good faith efforts
undertaken by the Bidder or Offeror as described in appendix A to 49 CFR part 26. The documentation of
good faith efforts must include copies of each DBE and non-DBE subcontractor quote submitted to the
bidder when a non-DBE subcontractor was selected over a DBE for work on the contract.

w

OTHER FEDERAL PROVISIONS:
Award of contract is also subject to the following Federal Provisions:
¢ Lobbying Federal Employees
¢ Davis Bacon
¢ Debarment and Suspension
o Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1988 (41 USC § 8101-8106, as amended)
o Other Federal Provisions included in Part A of the Special Provisions

Archuleta County

Pagosa Springs, Colorado
Published February 27, March 6 and 13, 2025 in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (258722)
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Public Meetings

The following meetings are subject to
change.

Thursday, March 6

Archuleta County Board of County
Commissionerswork session. 8:30
a.m., Archuleta County adminis-
tration building, commissioners’
meeting room, 398 Lewis St. View
Zoom meeting at: https://zoom.
us/j/91609048375?pwd=dlFFV0]
1cGVKalNHWHFsa2taeGxtZz09,
meeting ID: 916 0904 8375, pass-
code: 4141885. For more informa-
tion, visit http://archuletacounty.
org/agendacenter.

Pagosa Springs Town Council plan-
ning work session. 8:30 a.m.,
Pagosa Springs Medical Center,
95 S. Pagosa Blvd. See town web-
site for participation information:
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners meeting. 1:30
p.m., Archuleta County adminis-
tration building, commissioners’
meeting room, 398 Lewis St. View
Zoom meeting at: https://zoom.
us/j/91609048375?pwd=dlFFV0]
1cGVKalNHWHFsa2taeGxtZz09,
meeting ID: 916 0904 8375, pass-
code: 4141885. For more informa-
tion, visit http://archuletacounty.
org/agendacenter.

Combined Parks and Recreation Ad-
visory Board Meeting. 5:30 p.m.,
Town Hall, 551 Hot Springs Blvd.
See town website for participation
information: https://pagosasprings.
civicweb.net/portal/.

Baseball

H Continued from A11

welcomed Taylor Wells, a freshman,
who can play every infield position,
and is looking at being able to make
fewer defensive changes each time a
pitching change is made. “That is a
huge, huge plus for us”

Garcia indicated the team is still
looking at how to fill the hole left by
catcher Hunter Pouyer, who graduated.

“The thing that is the tough part
and probably the hardest thing to
do is replace our catcher,” Garcia
said. “Hunter was absolutely a great
catcher and did some great things for
us last year”

Garcia noted the team is thin in
that area, but there are several who
want to try.

He indicated Kyler Henderson is
leading the way in catching for the
team, but has throwing issues due
to injury.

“That will be our Achilles heel, if
you will,” the coach said.

But, he added, the team has a lot
of speed and some mature athletes
returning, and he sees the Pirates
“being a pretty solid team.”

The Pirates went 11-11 last season
and finished third in the Intermoun-
tain League a 4-4 league record.

The team capped off the season
with a playoff loss to Coal Ridge.

The Pirates will open the current
season against the 2A Dolores Bears
with a doubleheader in Dolores begin-
ning at 2 p.m. on Thursday, March 6.

Garcia noted he’ll be looking for
players to step up and be leaders dur-
ing the game to help make sure the
team is heading in the right direction.

“We've got to go out and execute,’
he said, adding, “We’re playing
against Pagosa Springs, not really
Dolores. ... That's really what I want us
to do, is be able to measure ourselves
on how we're going to continue to get
better. And, we don’t want to beat
ourself, but we want to be able to play
the best possible baseball.”

He added the Pirates are champ-
ing at the bit to play after having
plenty of practices.

Schedule

The following schedule was ac-
curate as of press time, but is subject
to change.

After this week’s season opener in
Dolores, the Pirates will next travel to
Cedaredge for a 3 p.m. matchup.

The following day, the team will
take on North Fork for an away
doubleheader beginning at 11 a.m.

After a hiatus, the team will be
back in action for a series of games
April 3-5 at the Roaring Fork Tour-
nament.

The Pirates will open league play
on April 12 with an 11 a.m. double-
header in Alamosa against the Mean
Moose.

On April 15, the team will host the
Durango Demons for their first home
games of the season, with a double-
header set to begin at 3 p.m.

The Pirates will be back on the
road on April 19, this time for an 11
a.m. league doubleheader against the
Montezuma-Cortez Panthers.

The team will be back on its home
field on April 26 for an 11 a.m. league
doubleheader against the Centauri
Falcons.

Friday, March 7

Pagosa Springs Town Council plan-
ning work session. 8:30 a.m.,
Pagosa Springs Medical Center,
95 S. Pagosa Blvd. See town web-
site for participation information:
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Tuesday, March 11

Archuleta School District Board
of Education meeting. 6 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Middle School,
309 Lewis St. Visit www.mypago-
saschools.com for more informa-
tion.

Wednesday, March 12

Archuleta County Fair Board meet-
ing. 6 p.m., CSU Extension office,
344U.S. 84. For more information,
visit http://archuletacounty.org/
agendacenter.

Thursday, March 13

Main Street Advisory Board meet-
ing. 4 p.m., Visitor Center, 105
Hot Springs Blvd. See town web-
site for participation information:
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Monday, March 17

San Juan Water Conservancy District
special meeting. 4 p.m., 46 Eaton
Drive, Suite 5. Visit https://www.
sjwed.org/ for Zoom option.

Pagosa Springs Town Council and
Archuleta County Board of
County Commissioners work

The Pirates will hit the road on
April 29 for a 4 p.m. game in Bloom-
field, N.M.

The Pirates will host the Bayfield
Wolverines for a league double-
header beginning at 11 a.m. on May
3, and will host Ignacio for a 3 p.m.
game on May 6.

randi@pagosasun.com
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session. 5 p.m., Town Hall, 551
Hot Springs Blvd. See town web-
site for participation information:
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Archuleta School District Master
Plan Advisory Committee meet-
ing. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs
Middle School Library, 309 Lewis
St.

Tuesday, March 18

Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners work session. 8:30
a.m., Archuleta County adminis-
tration building, commissioners’
meeting room, 398 Lewis St. View
Zoom meeting at: https://zoom.
us/j/91609048375?pwd=dIFFV0]
1cGVKalNHWHFsa2taeGxtZz09,
meeting ID: 916 0904 8375, pass-

code: 4141885. For more informa-
tion, visit http://archuletacounty.
org/agendacenter.

Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners meeting. 1:30
p.m., Archuleta County adminis-
tration building, commissioners’
meeting room, 398 Lewis St. View
Zoom meeting at: https://zoom.
us/j/916090483752pwd=dIFFV0]
1cGVKalNHWHFsa2taeGxtZz09,
meeting ID: 916 0904 8375, pass-
code: 4141885. For more informa-
tion, visit http://archuletacounty.
org/agendacenter.

Pagosa Springs Town Council meet-
ing. 5 p.m., Town Hall, 551 Hot
Springs Blvd. See town website for
participation information: https://
pagosasprings.civicweb.net/por-
tal/.

>

5% OFF

Exterior Staining & Painting
All bids given during spring will include discount.

Commercial and Residential Work e Fully Local

BOOK

NOW FOR Unsure? Ask us for a FREE estimate
2025

"

SPRING
SALE

Highest Quality Products

Spent over $80,000 at our local
Sherwin Williams last year in products

We stained over 75 homes in 2024!

Ask to see some of the 600+ residential
and commercial properties we've stained in the area.

Call us today
Adrian Cantu
970-880-2769

OnceATreePs@outlook.com

Once a Tree, LLC |

Pipes froze and flooded your home?

Call us for 24/7 Emergency Response
Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

punctuality.

NATIONALLY LICENSED

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service
you and your family through providing quality in our
work, and being timely and efficient.

Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing
water. Water mixed with the normal environments
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump
system installations and repairs as well as moisture
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

DISASTER
RESTORATION

FLOOD MITIGATION

CRAWLSPACE
INSPECTIONS/
WORK

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with

Fire Restoration

INSURED

Water Extraction

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238
MountainMenDM.com * mail@mountainmendm.com

Mold Remediation Smoke and Odor

Structural Drying Removal
BJ Jones
970-749-9028

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Public Notices

ARCHULETA COUNTY

JANUARY 2025 PAYABLES

VENDOR

CO COUNTIES CASUALTY & PROPERTY POOL
PS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORP
CIGNA HEALTH & LIFE INS
SANTANDER BANK N.A.

BUILDINGS BY DESIGN

DEERE CREDIT

ARCHULETA SENIORS

ASCO CONSTRUCTION

WELLS FARGO BANK

ROCKY MOUNTAIN PAVEMENT

PS MEDICAL CENTER

PINNACOL ASSURANCE

4RIVERS EQUIPMENT

KOY DINGBOOM OATES

DAVIS ENGINEERING SERVICE
REGION 9 EDD

REYNOLDS ASH & ASSOCIATES
SHAMROCK FOODS
SHORT-ELLIOTT-HENDRICKSON
HEALTHY ARCHULETA

DELTA DENTAL OF CO

LEDS

FLYERS ENERGY

WORLD FUEL SERVICES

CO COUNTIES

NEOTREKS

LPEA

VAL'S VIP CLEANING

A SAFE PLACE IN PAGOSA
BLACK HILLS ENERGY
VISIONARY COMMUNICATIONS
PAWSD

DELL MARKETING L.P.

MUTUAL OF OMAHA

ROSE MOUNTAIN

ASCEND DIRECT

PAGOSA COMMUNITY INITIATIVE
EMPLOYERS COUNCIL SERVICES
ECONORTHWEST

SAFE HAVEN DEFENSE US

4 CORNERS TRAILERS
EVERBRIDGE

HUNT INSURANCE GROUP

CO STATE TREASURER

FLOOD & PETERSON INSURANCE
AXIS HEALTH SYSTEM

AT&T

CAPITAL BUSINESS SYSTEMS
THE PONDEROSA LUMBER CO
ALL-PRO FORMS

WILDFIRE ADAPTED PARTNERSHIP
COUNTY SHERIFFS OF CO
O’REILLY AUTO PARTS
QUADIENT LEASING USA
VALUEWEST

POWER MOTIVE CORP

CDA PRODUCTS

SOUTHLAND MEDICAL CORP
BAYFIELD GLASS

ECO-SAFE WASTEWATER

TOPS

ABBOTT RAPID DX NORTH AMERICA
AMAZON

TRAUTNER GEOTECH

PAGOSA MEDICAL GROUP

ARCH CNTY VICTIM ASSISTANCE PGRM
AMERITAS LIFE INSURANCE CORP
INLAND KENWORTH US
DURANGO MOTOR CO

CO ASSESSOR’S ASSC
CONSERVANCY OIL CO. OF DURANGO
FREEHEEL PRODUCTIONS

MSC INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
MEDICAL AIR SERVICES ASSC
NAVAJO TRAIL RENTAL CENTER
THOMSON REUTERS - WEST
FIRESIDE GLASS

GRAINGER

WESTERN PAPER DISTRIBUTORS
PARTS PLUS OF NM

MOREHART MURPHY REGIONAL AUTO CENTER
FOUR CORNERS WELDING & GAS SUPPLY
ODP BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

DRUG AND ALCOHOL TESTING ASSC
OUR COMMUNITY EATS

CO CORONERS ASSC

FOOT PRINTS

LES SCHWAB TIRE CENTERS

SR WELDING

DAY LUMBER COMPANY

NEWEGG BUSINESS

ELITE RECYCLING & DISPOSAL

DAVEY COACH SALES

ID NETWORKS

CCI PUBLIC LANDS

ALSCO

PATAGONIA HEALTH

GOODMAN’S

WAGNER RENTS

CO DEPT OF AGRICULTURE

STATE OF CO

MCKESSON MEDICAL-SURGICAL
DIVISION OF PROPERTY TAXATION

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT VENDOR DESCRIPTION AMOUNT
2025 CAPP CONTRIBUTION $ 785,965.00 ORKIN CNTY PEST CONTROL SVCS $ 896.96
BROADBAND/ARPA-FIBER INSTALL/ECON DEV $ 434,572.00 DARCY DOWNING REIMB TRVL EXP FC $861.18
EMPL BENEFITS $325,742.17 CAROLINA SOFTWARE SFTWR SUPPORT Q1 2025 $825.00
GAPVAX PAYMENT 1 $ 143,000.47 CO ASSC OF TRANSIT AGENCIES MBRSHP DUES 2025 $810.59
TRANSIT FACILITY CONSTRUCT $ 113,269.07 MOUNTAIN HOME SOUND & SECURITY Q1 2025 ALARM MONITORING/SVC CALL $765.00
2021 JOHN DEERE 772 $79,392.07 SUTTON AUTOMOTIVE FLEET PART $746.50
Q1 2025 GRANT FUNDS $70,000.00 DIGITCOM ELECTRONICS COMP EQUIP $728.70
ACSO WALL INSTALL $ 49,320.00 THE PAGOSA SPRINGS SUN EXTRA MKTG FUNDS THRU 3024/CNTY PUBS $704.50
CNTY P-CARD PURCHASES $42,935.07 CCTPTA CCTPTA DUES 2025 $700.00
CHIPSEAL $40,893.91 ADVANCE AUTO PARTS FLEET SUPPLIES $694.32
INMATE MED SVCS/HEALTH FAIR SVCS $ 35,233.51 SOURCE OFFICE & TECHNOLOGY OFFICE SUPPLIES $ 689.37
WORKMANS COMP PREMIUM 10F9 $32,098.00 PAM FLOWERS PER DIEM-CPOW ANN CONF $671.20
EQUIP RENTALS/SUPPLIES/SVC JEROME N LUBETZ CORONER ON CALL SVCS $624.00
REPAIR MILEAGE $ 25,297.91 ROSEBERRY’S PLUMBING & HEATING PLUMBING REPAIR SVC $590.06
DHS LEGAL SVCS $ 23,250.82 ALPINE PORTABLE TOILETS TOILET RENTALS & SVCS $ 580.00
SURVEY SOUTH PAGOSA $20,635.00 DOGHOUSE SYSTEMS COMP EQUIP $ 568.00
2025 CNTY DUES $19,011.00 CROSSFIRE AGGREGATE SERVICES ACSO SUPPLIES $549.85
BUS DESIGN CONSTRUCT MGT $19,000.00 TERRY’S ACE HARDWARE PUB WORKS SUPPLIES $526.90
INMATE FOOD/KITCHEN SUPPLIES $18,171.52 MUNRO COMPANIES FLEET PARTS $521.95
ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING $17,641.82 SOUTHWEST GASES QTRLY CYLINDER RENTALS $484.25
ARPA #31 & #32 $17,583.39 LA PLATA CNTY DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES CORE SVCS NON-REIMBURSABLES/

EMPL BENEFITS $17,252.14 CW BILLABLE HRS $ 483.66
SEMI-ANN BILLING/WEB CHGS-EFTB $17,222.00 STANLEY STEEMER PROFESSIONAL CLEANING $476.00
CNTY FUEL $17,154.17 NATIONAL ASSC OF COUNTIES 2025 MBRSHP DUES - NACO $450.00
CNTY FUEL $16,940.42 CO BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS CCW BACKGROUND CHKS $419.50
2025 CNTY DUES - CCl $ 14,520.00 ASPIRE MEDICAL SERVICES & EDUCATION DECEMBER MEN’S CLASSES $416.66
PLOWOPS SUBSCRIPT $ 14,280.00 SHERWIN WILLIAMS SO EMG MGT SUPPLIES $374.90
CNTY ELECTRIC $12,688.19 JOHN RANSON PER DIEM-CCI NEW ORIENTATION $ 356.76
CNTY CLEANING SVCS $12,600.00 LINDA TRAMMELL PARTIAL REFND US5-Y91 $ 350.00
ARPA #9 & AMENDED #7 $11,472.87 MURIEL BUCKLEY PARTIAL RFND APP# RRR-R9Y $ 350.00
CNTY NATURAL GAS $10,567.92 SIMPLY HOME PARTIAL RFND VRP APP V74-CYG $ 350.00
CNTY BROADBAND $10,377.20 DANNY JAMES GONZALES CORONER ON CALL SVCS $344.00
CNTY WATER & SEWER $10,066.81 LAWSON PRODUCTS FLEET SUPPLIES $331.57
COMP EQUIP $9,402.10 MOUNTAIN LAND ASSOCIATES DOC REVIEWS - MULTIPLE SITES $330.00
EMPL BENEFITS $8,551.68 RADIOLOGY IMAGING ASSOCIATES PUB HEALTH SVC $326.73
MTHLY LEASE AGREEMENT $8,333.34 M7 BUSINESS SYSTEMS ASSR FORMS $325.69
POSTAGE DEPOSIT $7,800.00 SUN GLASS PAGOSA UNIT#307 PLEXIGLASS CLEAR $305.00
CMP CONTRACT SVCS/SUPPLIES $7,365.41 UBEO OCE CONTRACT $296.00
MSEC CONSULTING MBRSHP DUES $7,350.00 KELSEY JENSEN CORONER ON CALL SVCS $294.00
PROFESSIONAL SVC $7,348.75 SOUTHWEST AG FLEET SUPPLIES $289.00
LAMINATE GLASS COVERINGS $7,001.09 ADRIAN A CHAVEZ VALENZUELA REIMB BOOTS/JACKET ALLOWANCE $285.00
FLATBED & TOOLBOXES $6,518.15 BALTAZAR GALLEGOS REIMB BOOT/JACKET ALLOWANCE $252.51
NIXIE360 ANN SUBSCRIPT $6,283.00 AUTHENTIC SOLUTIONS CONSULTING DHS EVALCOMBO MULTI $250.00
INMATE INS RENWL $6,163.20 STERICYCLE SUBSCRIPTS $247.78
4TH QTR 2024 SUTA $5,771.63 VERONICA MEDINA PER DIEM-CCI STEERING CMTE MTG $240.00
AIRPORT 2025 INS PREMIUM $5,627.00 WARREN BROWN PER DIEM-CCI STEERING CMTE MTG $240.00
INMATE MED SVCS $ 5,556.81 DANIELLE BROWER PER DIEM-CPOW ANN CONF $230.00
CNTY CELL PHONE USAGE & DATA $ 5,408.80 KATIE NEHER PER DIEM-CPOW ANN CONF $230.00
CNTY COPIER LEASE & USE $5,323.93 STERLING BACKGROUND CHKS $221.48
CNTY SUPPLIES $4,043.03 ICS JAIL SUPPLIES INMATE SUPPLIES $207.43
TAX DOCS/ENVELOPES $4,029.60 VALARIE GROVES RFND STR FEE $200.00
2024 BOCC CONTRIBUTION $4,000.00 MUD SHAVER CAR WASH VEH MAINT $191.83
2025 MBRSHP DUES $3,974.00 PROFESSIONAL FORMS & SUPPLIES OFFICE SUPPLIES $188.49
FLEET PARTS & SUPPLIES $ 3,902.50 COLORADO BARRICADE CO SIGNAGE $188.00
POSTAGE METER ANNUAL LEASE $3,849.84 BOB BARKER COMPANY INMATE SUPPLIES $168.30
COMMERCIAL APPRIASER FEE $3,800.00 SCRAM SYSTEMS GPS MTHLY FEES $168.08
FLEET SUPPLIES $3,785.40 FERRELLGAS CSU EXT SUPPLIES $161.57
LG ANIMAL RESCUE $3,318.00 ERIC MCRAE REIMB BOOT ALLOWANCE $160.00
CORONER EQUIP $3,057.31 JUSTIN BURTON REIMB BOOT ALLOWANCE $160.00
WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENTS $3,010.00 WINFRED CRONON REIMB BOOT ALLOWANCE $160.00
SEPTIC TANK $2,952.18 ROBERT BROWN REIMB BOOT ALLOWANCE $157.50
CNTY SEWER/GEOTHERMAL $2,945.25 JOAQUIN ATALAMANTE REIMB BOOT ALLOWANCE $155.24
TESTING MATERIALS $2,918.52 PSYCHOLOGICAL RESOURCES EMPL EVAL $150.00
CNTY SUPPLIES $2,804.31 COWBOY CARWASH VEHICLE MAINT $144.23
TRANSIT FACILITY TESTING $2,789.10 ARCH CNTY SOLID WASTE MIDNIGHT DUMP CHGS $134.00
PMT #4 CONTRACT SVCS/PUB HEALTH SVCS $2,696.12 CENTRAL SECURITY COMMUNICATIONS ALARM MONITORING $129.00
CONTRACT SVCS $2,500.00 CO DEPT OF PUB HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT VITAL RECORDS FEES $126.00
EMPL BENEFITS $2,289.88 ALBERT WYLIE REIMB JACKET ALLOWANCE $125.00
FLEET SUPPLIES $2,177.33 JAMES JENNINGS REIMB CDL PHYSICAL $125.00
PARTS & SUPPLIES $2,149.10 JAMES W. BRINKMANN REIMB JACKET ALLOWANCE $125.00
2025 DUES $2,072.00 PEDRO CARAVEO REIMB CDL PHYSICAL $125.00
FLEET SUPPLIES $2,065.25 CORNWELL TOOLS EQUIP $122.80
ACSO RECRUITMENT VIDEO $2,000.00 SUMMIT SUPPLY CORP. OF CO SUPPLIES/PUMP DOWN FLOAT SWITCH $118.83
FLEET SUPPLIES $1,821.59 JUST CLICK PRINTING BCDS/CUSTOM MAP $116.68
EMPL BENEFITS $1,782.00 VITAL RECORDS CONTROL PROFESSIONAL SHREDDING SVC $110.95
PLOW REPAIR & PARTS $1,759.00 CSU EXTENSION CPR/1ST AID CLASS $110.00
SFTWR SUBSCRIPTS $1,754.84 MICHAEL TORRES REIMB JACKET ALLOWANCE $107.89
WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENTS/CHIP REPAIR $1,735.25 DEANNA HIBBERT REIMB JACKET ALLOWANCE $97.54
PARTS & SUPPLIES $1,716.16 SUSAN J. COPENHEAVER SEWING SVCS $97.00
JANTL SUPPLIES $1,627.53 WALTER BODY SHOP FLEET PAINT JOB $97.00
FLEETS PARTS & SUPPLIES $1,624.88 LINDA STUCKWISH REIMB POSTAGE-LAPTOP RETURN $95.97
FLEET PARTS $1,614.03 DELTA RIGGING & TOOLS FLEET SUPPLIES $85.17
RENTALS/SUPPLIES/EQUIP $1,578.88 BROWNSTEIN HYATT FARBER SCHRECK PROFESSIONAL SVCS $85.08
CNTY SUPPLIES $1,546.88 GLORIA MACHT SPECIAL CLASS 1/2/25 $80.00
EMPL TESTING/2025 YRLY FEES $1,535.00 ALEXANDER KRANICH REIMB JACKET ALLOWANCE $72.68
RFND (3) PLNG PERMITS $ 1,500.00 MIGHTY AUTO PARTS FLEET SUPPLIES $71.60
CORONER MBRSHP DUES 2025 $ 1,480.00 BADGEANDWALLET.COM UNIFORM BADGES $70.00
WORK BOOTS $1,392.69 LANGUAGE LINE SERVICES TRANSLATION SVCS $ 68.06
TIRES $1,372.98 SENTINEL OFFENDER SERVICES GPS MONITORS $60.00
MOTOR GRADER BUMPER $ 1,300.00 JAMES MARTINEZ REIMB PTRL EQUIP $57.77
R&B SUPPLIES $1,278.84 KNOT YOUR AVERAGE THREAD CUSTOM SHIRTS/JACKETS $ 55.50
COMP EQUIP $1,270.96 KATHERINE F. BETZER MILEAGE REIMB-DECEMBER REV $54.94
CNTY TRASH DISPOSAL $1,185.08 PITNEY BOWES DHS POSTAGE $53.94
FLEET SUPPLIES/TRIP CHG-REPAIR BUS #340 $1,182.80 ISABEL SHELTON REIMB POSTAGE-LAPTOP RETURN $53.18
SFTWR MAINT $1,163.00 GALLS UNIFORM PANTS $51.05
2025 PUBLIC LAND DUES CCI $1,162.00 LA PLATACNTY CORONER TOXICOLOGY SVCS $50.00
CNTY PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SVCS $1,158.15 GEORGE BARTER REIMB CPR TRNG ONLINE $39.95
MTHLY SFTWR SUBSCRIPT $1,147.50 CO CORRECTIONAL INDUSTRIES CLERKS SUPPLIES $27.00
BOOTS $1,071.30 ANSWER TOPEKA ANSWERING SVC $24.50
FLEET PARTS $1,063.70 MICHAEL DOMINGUEZ REIMB MEALS INMATE TRNSP $20.05
2025 SUBSCRIPT $ 1,000.00 EXPRESS TOLL TOLL CAFS CONVENTION $4.60
CLERKS RNWLS $998.34 TOTAL $2,731,996.91
MED SUPPLIES $971.50 Published March 6, 2025 in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (259054)

Q4 CLASSES $900.00
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Southwestern Water Conservation District to present San Juan River research

By Sally High

San Juan Water Conservancy District

Risks to the Upper San Juan River
will be described in a presentation
by the Southwestern Water Con-
servation District (SWWCD) and
Wright Water Engineers at the Pagosa
Springs Center for the Arts at 4 p.m.
on March 25.

The free presentation is open to
the public.

The risks result from Colorado’s
obligation to comply with the Colo-
rado River Compact and our decreas-
ing water supplies associated with a
warmer, drier climate. Shortfalls in
delivery of Colorado River water to
Lake Powell and points beyond pose
risks to water users in the Upper
San Juan Basin, including Archuleta
County.

In 2019, the Colorado River Risk
Study was completed after Western
Slope water roundtables requested
answers to specific questions about
our future water supply and compact
compliance. The 2019 analysis was
conducted by Hydros Consulting
Inc., the Colorado River District and

the Southwestern Water Conservancy
Districtin the context of the Colorado
Water Plan.

In 2023, the original risk study was
updated, when the SWWCD contract-
ed Wright Water Engineers to provide
additional analysis. The updates fo-
cus on evaluations of each sub-basin,
including the Upper San Juan River in
Archuleta County. The hydrological
data, as well as the methodologies
used, will be explained in the March
25 public presentation.

The SWWCD was created in 1941
by the Colorado General Assembly.
The district covers six water conser-
vancy districts in southwest Colo-
rado, including the San Juan Water
Conservancy District (SJWCD).

The purpose of the SWWCD is “to
protect, conserve, use, and develop
the water resources of the San Juan
and Dolores River Basins for the
welfare of all the inhabitants, and
safeguard for Colorado all waters to
which the state is entitled.”

In 1987, the SJWCD was created
through the Colorado Water Con-
servancy Act of 1937 and by local
Archuleta County voters. The mis-

Photo courtesy Josh Kurz

A shallow San Juan River runs by the Riverwalk in August 2018. An up-
dated scientific study of risks to the upper San Juan River will be pre-

sented to the public on March 25.

sion of the SJWCD is to be an active
leaderin allissues affecting the water
resources of the Upper San Juan River
Basin.

The public is welcome to the free

presentation beginning at 4 p.m. at
the Pagosa Springs Center for the
Arts, 2313 Eagle Drive. Time for net-
working will follow the presentation.
There is no cost to the public.

Water conservancy discusses filing opposition to water right action

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

The San Juan Water Conservancy
District (SJWCD) Board of Directors
considered at its Feb. 17 meeting if it
should oppose efforts to make a water
right on the West Fork of the San Juan
River absolute due to concerns about
the amount of water diverted and the
amount of property irrigated.

According to the Colorado Water
Court District 7 resume for January
2025, River Ridge LLC applied to
make its water right for the Caribou
Ditch, which diverts water from West
Fork of the San Juan River, and for
Caribou Springs, a spring tributary
of the San Juan River, absolute due
to the applicant having put the water
to beneficial use irrigating, providing
aesthetic enhancements and water
for wildlife on their property.

The resume explains that the Cari-
bou Ditch diversion is for 1 cubic feet
per second (cfs) of water, while the
Caribou Springs right is for 10 gallons
per minute (gpm).

According to the resume, both
rights will be used to improve the

Parade

H Continued from front

Mayor Shari Pierce to keep explor-
ing motorized parade route options,
Lewis brought some new potential
routes for the council to consider.

The 8th Street option, mentioned
by Martinez at the previous meeting,
was ultimately rejected, with Lewis
saying that staff “did not feel like that
was the right route to go.”

Lewis explained that having a
parade route on a residential street
would require “the closing of each
and every driveway” along that street
for both the staging and the actual
parade.

Anotheridea, he stated, is to stage
the parade on Hermosa Street and
then have the parade go from Hot
Springs Boulevard to Yamaguchi
Park.

But, during public comment,
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director Mary
Jo Coulehan expressed concern that
anything involving Hermosa Street,
including staging for a Hot Springs
Boulevard route, would cause dis-
ruption to the annual arts and crafts
festival in Town Park.

She noted that Hermosa Street is
usually shut down to allow pedestri-
an-only traffic between the parks for
those attending the festival.

Lewis added that he had spoken
to Coulehan and that he “can’t dis-
agree with her” about anything in-
volving Hermosa Street for a parade.

“We're trying to give you options,
but if we are going to have a parade,
it'’s gonna either be down Hermosa
Street, and if that’s what you want,
then that’s what we’ll do, or having
the parade the way we did it last year,”
he said.

Public Works Director Karl John-
son suggested using the five-acre
parking area near The Springs Re-
sort, whom the town entered into an
agreement with for public parking
during CDOT'’s roadway reconstruc-
tion, for staging for a parade down
Hot Springs Boulevard.

This would have allowed the town
to keep the north section of the street
open, allowing access in and out of
The Springs Resort. Hindered access
totheresort duringlastyear’s parade
was one of the main complaints of the
Hot Springs Boulevard route, Lewis
explained.

This would also allow parking for
the parade to be at Reservoir Hill,
which was used as the staging area
last year, and would keep parking for

aesthetic and wildlife attributes of the
owner’s property, for stock watering
and to irrigate 25 acres of land.

It adds that, in 2022, the applicant
began to apply the water that was
conditionally decreed to beneficial
use by irrigating 2.25 acres using the
Caribou Ditch water right.

The resume continues that the
applicant seeks to expand the area
irrigated and eventually fully utilize
both the conditional water rights in
Caribou Ditch and Caribou Springs.

Atthe meeting, SJWCD legal coun-
sel Jeffrey Kane explained that both
rights were adjudicated in 2004 and
have 2004 priority dates.

He explained that he was con-
cerned about the application due to
the high amount of water being used
to irrigate the 2.25 acres.

He noted that, in the resume, the
applicant claimed it had diverted 1 cfs
to irrigate the 2.25 acres, “which is a
really extreme duty of water.”

Kane commented that 1 cfs of
water would normally irrigate 40 or
60 acres and that, in “really extreme
cases” only 20 acres can be irrigated
with 1 cfs.

the vendors of the arts-and-crafts
event, which is also at Mary Fisher
Park, he indicated.

“If we staged it in the five acres, we
could close Hot Springs Boulevard off
just to the south of Spring Street so if
people came down Hot Springs Bou-
levard there’s a way to turn around,”
he said.

However, Pagosa Springs Police
Chief Bill Rockensock said, “This is
the firstI've heard about the five-acre
thing, and as I understand it, there’s
logistical issues with that ... because
when you talk about parking there,
there’s a problem with grade in that
area.

Lewis said that this idea “just
came about, and I guess what I'm
saying is that if you decide you want
a parade, you've heard three options
... and ifit’s a possibility to stage it on
these five acres and if that will work
... from what I see, if we were do this
on the five acres, we're not messing
up the flow of traffic from The Springs
Resort”

“In two months, they will have
tripled their occupancy,” he said,
speaking to the resort expansion,
“and if we close that off, we're talking
about people not being able to leave
from 8:30 in the morning until 11”

He added, “The chaos, we all
know, is going to occur on [highway]
160, and we are trying to look at the
least chaotic situation if we are going
to have a parade.”

Pierce expressed that her main
concern is if the town hosts a parade
on Hot Springs Boulevard, “How are
we going to get the floats there? Be-
cause we can’t really have them com-
ing through that construction zone.”

Lewis then reminded the council,
“You know, the other option,” instead
of amotorized parade, “is a Yamagu-
chi [Park] celebration.

When opened to comments from
the council, it became apparent that
the body was moving toward the
idea of temporarily skipping the pa-
rade during CDOT’s reconstruction
project in favor of a celebration at
Yamaguchi Park.

Council member Mat deGraaf

He added that the adjudication on
this case predates a Colorado Su-
preme Court ruling that direct di-
version water rights cannot be used
for artificial streams or other water
features, which this right involves.

Kane stated that he would be con-
cerned about the right to use water in
this way being made absolute.

“In terms of my thoughts on this,
it’s not a big amount of water,” Kane
said. “On the other, it’s extreme to
claim you've used a cfs to irrigate 2.25
acres, and it is troubling that they’ve
continued with the conditional aes-
thetic and wildlife direct diversion
uses even after [the Colorado Su-
preme Court case barring such uses]”

SJWCD board member Susan
Nossaman commented that she has
a water right on her property for the
irrigation of 5 acres that allows diver-
sion of 0.1 cfs.

SJWCD board president Candace
Jones commented that there could
be a “typo” in the documentation for
the case, but that it would be worth
inquiring about if the facts in the
notice are correct.

Kane commented that he could

said, “It seems like every option [for
a motorized parade] is riddled with
unknowns and questions. I am not
in favor of having a parade.”

Council member Gary Williams
added, “I'm with my colleague here.
There’s a lot of disruptions with
CDOT. We all know that. The town
understands that, so I'm in favor of a
fair in Yamaguchi Park for the Fourth
of July that rolls right into the music
and fireworks.”

Council member Madeline Ber-
gon said, “I could also agree that a
community celebration” at the park
would amount “to the path of least
resistance for this year, and it opens
up opportunities for more volunteer
buy-in from local nonprofit groups
and would alleviate some of the pres-
sure on town staft”

She added, “Hopefully, this would
lead to more relationships, as we
move back to a parade, with some of
those volunteers who will be willing
to do some of that heavy lifting when
we decide to put a parade on again,
so Iwould like to start fostering those
relationships”

Pierce said, “My heart wants us to
have a parade for our community, but
my head tells me it's not really gonna
be feasible, because of the construc-
tion and traffic and lack of parking”

She added that she hoped a small,
parade-like event could at least be
organized for the youth, with Lewis
adding that honoring “our veterans
and first responders could be part of
that,” and “town staff would come up
with something.”

“So, I feel like the motorized pa-
rade is off the table,” Pierce said, ask-
ing the council what it thought about
a stationary parade on 6th Street.

Itbecame apparent that the coun-
cil was in favor of the celebration at
Yamaguchi Park, with Pierce saying
itlooks like “we’re going towards the
celebration” at the park.

She directed staff “to see what you
guys can do.”

More details on the Fourth of July
celebration will be reported as they
are decided.

derek@pagosasun.com

Thank you

for supporting
our advertisers!

reach out to the applicant’s counsel
and see if the resume is correct.

He added thathe has until the end
of the month to file a statement of
opposition to the right.

Jones questioned if the board
should authorize Kane to file a com-
plaint since it would nothave another
meeting before the end of the month
and did not want to lose the opportu-
nity to object.

Kane stated that the board could
authorize him to file a statement and
have him work with a board member
about whether to file a statement or
not.

Jones commented that “for the
integrity of staying on top of all
of this stuff, every cfs is going to
count””

Following more discussion of the
issue, SJWCD board member Robert
Hagberg moved that the board direct
Kane to file a statement of opposi-
tion if the information in the resume
concerning the amount of water used
and the area irrigated are accurate.

The board unanimously approved
the motion.

Jjosh@pagosasun.com

JIM GARRETT :

« ATTORNEY «
Protecting your interests
LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE
BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS

New location: Downtown, above the theatre
422 PAGOSA ST, NO. 5

970-880-0468 « 412-508-1060

PO. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS « jyg44law@gmail.com |

Monday
Meal Deal
Burger &
Fries
$12

Wacky
Wednesday

Free 5 oz.
Soup

with purchase

Join Us!

Restrictions apply, ask server
for details, not to be used with
any other offer, dine-in only

«m\|/ee kday

Tuesday

$2 tacos

Thursday
Free Kid’s Meal

with purchase of $17 or
more entree. Limited to
2 kid’s meals
per ticket

Catfish
Friday

$12 Catfish
Platters

All Day!
$8 Savings

Open Daily 11:00 A.M.-8:00 PM.
438 C Pagosa Street ¢ 970-264-0608
SanJuanEatery@gmail.com

SanJuanEatery.com

FIND US AND OUR STORE ON INSTAGRAM,
FACEBOOK AND ONLINE

970-582-3225

New Office Location:
9 Solomon Dr, Unit 1

Open Mon-Fri
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

We'd love to he youwn propmne supplien!

Cowng, see us todmy.

Local. Knowledgeable.
Dependable & Reliable
Independently Owned and Operated

Best in Customer Service

Proven Safety Record

Over 150 Years Combined Experience

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.

970-582-3225

arrowheadpropaneco.com

We built our business on Excellence & Customer Service
Give us a call and experience the difference.
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Annual Lenten Fish Fry
to begin March 7

By John DeMarco
Knights of Columbus Council

The Pagosa Springs Knights of Columbus will be hav-
ing their 29th annual Lenten Fish Fry beginning Friday,
March 7, at the John Paul II Catholic Church located at
353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

The fish fry will run for six Fridays and will conclude
on April 11. This year the event will feature both dine-in
and drive-through dining, and the hours are 4 to 6 p.m.

The meal will feature fish fillets, french fries, home-
made coleslaw, tartar sauce and cocktail sauce. Beverages
will also be included for dine-in guests.

The cost of the meal is $15 and is a fundraiser for the
Pagosa Springs Knights of Columbus.

The Pagosa Knights support numerous initiatives both
within our parish and within our community. In addition
to providing college scholarships for graduating seniors,
the Knights also support our veterans, new mothers, teens
and those in need within our community.

This marks the return of indoor dining for this annual
event and will once again feature Pete Dach’s renowned
secret seasoning recipe, the best this side of Buffalo, N.Y.

Please stop by and enjoy a delicious meal and won-
derful fellowship. The Knights of Columbus Council 7560
thanks you for your support.

Thursday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Karaoke with DJ Marcus, 6 p.m.
The Pagosa Bar: Karaoke, 7:30 p.m.
Pagosa Peak Open School: Live music, 7 p.m.

Friday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Carbon Red, Totally Happy
Campers, 6 p.m.
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Bob Hemenger, 5
p.m.

Saturday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Jamie and the Dreamers, 6 p.m.
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Maxwell Miller, 5
p.m.

Sunday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Jonny Keys, 5 p.m.

Monday
Coyote Moon Lounge: Dustin Burley, 5 p.m.

Tuesday
The Springs Resort lodge atrium: Steve Blechschmidt,
5p.m.

st

REGISTER ONLINE
Join us for an informative meeting for artists interested
in participating in this year's Studio Tour

Liberty Theatre » March11 « 6 PM

Every )
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7:30-11:30 p.m.
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San Juan Stargazers to discuss new
ideas, hear presentations March 6

By Joan Mieritz
San Juan Stargazers

The January monthly meeting of
the San Juan Stargazers will be on
Thursday, March 6.

We will meet at the regular time of
6 p.m. for our social time.

We will meet at our regular loca-
tion — the Community United Meth-
odist Church at 434 Lewis St. Please
use the convenient parking lot and
side door that leads into the kitchen
and fellowship hall. We keep the front
doors locked.

Club activities

For the next few months, we will
be using the time starting at 6:30 p.m.
to brainstorm new ways to restructure
the San Juan Stargazers Astronomy
Club.

We are realizing that having a few
officers is not adequate to work with
the number of members and all the
possible activities. Also, no one has
stepped up to take Jerry Granok’s work
with telescopes. We need to work on
an organizational plan.

When we get some creative ideas,
new planswill be presented, approved
and an election will be held. We want
to getmodern and creative, and invent
an exceptional plan that will help the
club to continue and thrive for many
years into the future.

Since we will be working so hard,
the club will provide cherry pie and
ice cream to fuel our efforts.

After we've made enough business
progress, we will switch over to our
primary goal of astronomy education
with a special travel presentation by
Patrick and Holly Hasenbuhler.

Theyrecently visited Easter Island.
The unbelievable huge statues would
be considered archaeology, but there
are connections to star alignments as
with so many other ancient archaeo-
logical sites in the world. It will be
amazing to learn more about such
aplace.

Then, we will continue our pro-
gram with the new activity that we
started in January. Denise Fisk will
present a summary from Sky and
Telescope Magazine.

Her husband, Eric, shared with the
Stargazers seven years ago when he
worked at Martin Marietta on sending
a satellite, Osiris-Rex, to the asteroid
Bennu. The satellite was completed,
launched, traveled there, remained
for two years to study and explore the
asteroid, and then came home.

The rocks and retrieved dirt were
divided up and are being studied by
several institutions. The many details
of this project are featured in the arti-
cle from Sky and Telescope Magazine

Cuts « (olors « Curls

HEADLINES BY CARMEN

(970) 264-2548
358 S.10TH

that Denise Fisk will present.

About the Stargazers

If you would like to join the San
Juan Stargazers, you will also re-
ceive Reflector Magazine, which
is the publication of the National
Astronomical League of which you
automatically become a member. To
join both groups and get an excellent

astronomy magazine, annual mem-
bership is only $25 per family.

You can join the club at any of our
events or you can join using PayPal on
our website, sanjuanstargazers.org.

Checkoutour continuously chang-
ingwebsite with new information and
spectacular photos. We can be your
connection to our extraordinary
universe.

Subscribe to The SUN

Marcht
Just blew

®

See our ads on TerrysACE.com

Now in Progress!

Hurry in for Best Selection
Final Sale
Limited to stock on hand

and more

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

525 Navajo Trail Drive « 731-4022

Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 « Sat 8-5 « Sun 9-4
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St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church

The world’s shortest St. Patrick’s
Day Parade will return to Pagosa
Springs on Saturday, March, 15at11:15
a.m., at St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church.

Featuring the emerald deco-
rated float with green-clad Pagosa
children, majorettes, bagpipers, Tin

Photos courtesy St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church

The world’s shortest St. Patrick’s Day Parade will return to Pagosa Springs on Saturday, March, 15 at 11:15
a.m., at St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church.

St. Patrick’s Day Festival slated for March 15

Lizzie mini-cars and first responder
vehicles, this annual march signals
spring is on its way. Even leashed
dogs and their owners are encour-
aged to participate in the parade.

Eighteen local vendors will be
on-site in the St. Patrick’s parkinglot,
along with free hot dogs, plus Irish
coffee and beer for sale.

Plenty of parking will be available
at the adjacent hospital and Pope
John Paul II Church lots. Attendees
are welcome to contribute to the St.
Patrick’s Food Bank with donations of
canned fruit and vegetables.

With activities for kids and adults
alike, this festival promises to be a
“shamrocking” good time.

Airport Shuttle
& Taxi Service

PUCS5878  Food & Grocery Delivery « Doctor’s Visits

The
friendly

ice
\serv Call today to schedule! (970) 398-0123 aghkZW,

Honoring our Vets in 2025

On any Veteran or First
Responder loan, BUYERS
only, $1,500 cash back from

Debbie Loewen on closing.

On and VA or First
Responder SELLER,
$1500 cash back from

Debbie Loewen at closing.

Wildlife Watching at its Best!

One level, no mud!
1,595 sq. ft., 2 bed/2
ba, views of mountains,
natural gas fireplace,
2-car garage, patio,

on paved road, close

to shopping and

recreational amenities,

sold furnished.

$545,000
53 Edinburgh Cir « MLS 821189

Debbie Loewen
Employing Broker
debbie@ownpagosa.com
448 Pagosa Street

(970) 946-3480

2016 & 2018 SPIRIT AWARD, 2019 REALTOR OF THE YEAR
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Ruts Driving
You Nuts?

Save money on gas and maximize your tire life
with a high-definition digital wheel alignment
using the latest technology from HawkEye™
and Pagosa Springs’ most qualified technicians.

. FREE 11 410%
ot o Y o =

Vehicle Alignment

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited time
offer. Shop supplies and tax not included.
May not be combined with any other offer.
See the friendly Pros at Piedra Automotive
for details.

Oil & Filter Change

Bring in or mention this ad for this limited time
offer. Shop supplies and tax not included.
May not be combined with any other offer.
See the friendly Pros at Piedra Automotive
for details.
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Offer ends 3/15/25 Offer ends 3/15/25
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DPiodra Automotive

Center for the Arts.

Photo courtesy Thingamajig Theatre Company

Olive Madison (played by lvy King) loses her patience and douses Florence Unger’s (Karisa Bruin) linguini
with Pledge in a heated moment of frustration during “The Odd Couple (Female Version)” at Pagosa Springs

-

( . ’
The Odd Couple (Female Version)’ ( )
o o o o
continues run at Pagosa Springs Saving Lives Every Day
Center for the Arts
By Tim Moore entertained throughout the show. PSMC Emergency Me dlcal SerVICGS
Thingamajig Theatre Company “The response has been really
positive,” said Laura Moore, PSCA ex-
The Pagosa Springs Center for ecutive director. “We knew this show
the Arts (PSCA) is seeing continued would resonate with people, but it’s
success as “The Odd Couple (Female been great to see the enthusiasm
Version)” enters its second weekend ~ from all walks of the community.”
of performances. Many theatergoers have praised
The show, which opened to the cast’s performances, particularly
packed houses last weekend, has Karisa Bruin as Florence and Ivy King
been well received by audiences en-  as Olive. The supporting cast, including
joying Neil Simon’s classic comedy theTrivial Pursuitgroup and the Costa-
with a fresh perspective. zuela brothers, adds to the bombastic
Under the direction of Dennis humor and energy of the production.
Elkins, the cast has brought a new Performances continue this week-
energy and humorto the production, end at PSCA, with showtimes on
capturing the essence of the mis- Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m., and
matched roommates, Olive Madison ~ Sunday at 3 p.m. Tickets are avail-
and Florence Unger. Their contrast-  able online at pagosacenter.org or at
ing personalities lead to plenty of co-  the PSCA box office by calling (970)
medic moments, keeping audiences  731-SHOW (7469).
~
[ [ .
988 I lfellne « 24/7 Emergency Medical Care
, . ¢ 911 Sole Ambulance Response for 1800 square miles
Whether you're facing mental health struggles, . _
: . o Interfacility short and long distance transfers
emotional distress, alcohol or drug use
concerns, or just need someone to talk to, « Community Event Stand-Bys
our counselors are here for you. « Community CPR, AED, and Stop the Bleed Training
You are not alone.
988 for hel First-Class Care Close To Home
p' ) L 970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org | Ei

(970) 731-3335

505 Piedra Rd.
Open 7-6 Mon. - Thur.

TOWING &
2 EMERGENCY
ROADSIDE

Hour ASSISTANCE
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Be the light: Rise Above Violence
seeking volunteer advocates

By Phoebe Schroeder
Rise Above Violence

Do you believe in the power of
kindness? Do you want to make a
real difference in our community?
Have you ever felt the urge to help
someone find hope in their darkest
moments?

If so, Rise Above Violence invites
you to step forward and become part
of something truly transformative.

We are seeking compassionate
individuals to join our team as cer-
tified confidential advocates. As a
volunteer advocate, you'll provide
unwavering support, encourage-
ment, and resources to survivors of
domestic violence and sexual assault.

This is your chance to be a steady,
caring presence for those who need

it most.

Our next volunteer training is on
Friday, March 15, from 8 a.m. to 3
p-m., and we’d love for you to be a
part of it. We only hold this training
two times a year.

What does a confidential advo-
cate do?

o Offer a listening ear and a com-
forting presence.

¢ Answer crisis calls with empathy
and understanding.

« Help survivors access resources
and create safety plans.

¢ Collaborate with a passionate
team dedicated to building a safer,
more supportive community.

No prior experience is needed,
justawillingness tolearn and a heart
for helping others. Our comprehen-
sive, free training will provide you

with the skills and confidence to
recognize signs of abuse, understand
trauma and offer meaningful support
to survivors.

What'’s included:

o Free training to become a certi-
fied confidential advocate.

e Breakfast and lunch.

e A supportive, welcoming envi-
ronment to learn, connect and grow.

Ready to make a difference? Con-
tact Phoebe at (970) 264-1129, ext. 6 or
email Phoebe@RiseAboveViolence.
org to sign up or for more details.

Your kindness can be alifeline for
someone in need. Will you answer
the call?

Rise is dedicated to ending do-
mestic and sexual violence through
advocacy, education and support
services. Together we rise.

Aspen Services announces evening
for families with special needs

By Becky Thompson
Aspen House

On Friday, March 14, from 5 to
8 p.m., Aspen Services will host a
unique and delightful event for fami-
lies with children or adults who have
developmental disabilities.

This evening promises an un-
forgettable experience with a pizza
dinner followed by group photos.

The evening will begin with a
warm and welcoming pizza dinner at
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church parish
hall at 225 S. Pagosa Blvd. Families
can look forward to a relaxed and
family-friendly meal, ensuring that
everyone, regardless of their dietary
needs, will be well-catered for. This
event aims to create a space where
families can connect, share stories
and build lasting friendships within
the community.

Following the dinner, the fun will
continue when families will have
the opportunity to capture time-
less memories with group photos,
dressed in charming vintage attire.
These photos will serve as cherished
keepsakes, preserving the joy and

togetherness of the evening.

In our fast-paced world, fami-
lies with special needs often find it
challenging to participate in events
that cater specifically to their re-
quirements. This evening is a rare
and valuable opportunity for these
families to come together, enjoy each
other’s company, and celebrate their
unique bonds.

Aspen Services warmly invites
all families who have not yet been
involved in such gatherings to join
this wonderful event. The cost for the
eventis $10 per person and includes
dinner and photos to take home. It’s
an excellent chance to meet other
families in the community, share
experiences and build a supportive
network.

To ensure that there is plenty of
food for everyone, please RSVP. For
any questions or further informa-
tion, feel free to call Aspen Services
at (970) 507-0122 or email aspenser-
vices@aspenhousepagosa.org.

Let’s make March 14 an evening
filled with laughter, love and lasting
memmories.

Veterans for Veterans to hold
13th annual golf tournament

By Frank Wiley
Veterans for Veterans

On May 24, Veterans for Veterans
of Archuleta County will be holding
its 13th annual charity golf tourna-
ment.

The tournament will be played at
the Rio Grande Club in South Fork
with an 8:30 a.m. check-in and 10

a.m. shotgun start.

It will be a scramble format, and
the fee is $125.

We want you to play, but if you
don’t play you can still help veterans
in various ways:

1. Memorial recognition: a sign
on the course with the name and
military service branch designation
H See Tournament on next page

About Aspen House

Aspen House is a dedicated non-
profit organization committed to
enhancing the lives of adults with
intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities through community support,
advocacy and innovative programs.

For more information on how to
support Aspen House and help make
a difference in the lives of individu-
als with developmental disabilities,
please visit www.aspenhousepagosa.
org.

LARGE & SMALL ANIMAL

MEDICINE AND SURGERY

Dr. Natasha Tokar
to our hospital staff.

Ask our staff about our new extended

compliment our 24/7 emergency coverage.

2 On-call Emergency Services
2 Laser Surgery
2 Acupuncture

2 Herbal Medicine

2 Grooming

» Cold Therapeutic Laser
2 Medical Ozone Therapy
» Boarding

2 House & Ranch Calls

appointment hours on Saturday mornings to

We are pleased to welcome

SEE OUR FULL LIST OF
SERVICES ONLINE!

elkparkvet.com

9572 W Hwy 160 ¢ 970-731-6400
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Visiting Angels announced to-
day that they have received the
distinguished 2025 Best of Home
Care® -Leader in Experience Award
from Activated Insights, formerly
Home Care Pulse, the leading firm
in experience management for post-
acute care. The Leader in Experience
Award is the highest recognition
awarded by Activated Insights and is
given to select home care business-
es that consistently rank among the
very highest in 10 or more quality
metrics. As a Leader in Experience,
Visiting Angels is now recognized
among the top 10% of home care
providers participating in the nation-
wide Activated Insights Experience
Management program.

This accomplishment demon-

\.

Visiting Angels
2025 Best of Home Care® -
Leader in Experience Award

strates Visiting Angel's long-term
dedication to excellent care and qual-
ity improvement. To qualify for this
award, 10% of Visiting Angel’s clients
and caregivers were interviewed each
month by Activated Insights. Over
a 12-month period, Visiting Angels
received high client and caregiver
satisfaction ratings in areas such as
caregiver training, compassion of
caregivers, communication, sched-
uling, client/caregiver compatibility,
and more. Using feedback from cli-
ents and employees, as well as quality
benchmarks from Activated Insights,
the Visiting Angels management
team set goals to reach the highest
level of Experience possible.

“We are so excited that our team
of amazing caregivers and staff have

achieved this award. Our team is
committed to providing the excel-
lence in all we do to serve our com-
munities. I could not be prouder of
their accomplishment”. -says Mi-
chelle Johnson, CEO.

The Best of Home Care® — Leader
in Experience Award highlights the
top-performing home care business-
es in the nation. Activated Insights
believes that by honoring these pro-
viders, families looking for in-home
care for a loved one will be able to
recognize and choose a trusted home
care provider.

To find out more about Visiting
Angels commitment to experience,
please visit www.visitingangels.com/
southwestcolorado or call 970-264-
5991.

J
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Photo courtesy Healthy Archuleta

More than 525 items were donated during Healthy Archuleta’s Feb. 22 food drive and distributed among the
seven food pantries in Archuleta County.

Healthy Archuleta supports local food system

Healthy Archuleta

On Feb. 22, community members
and visitors came together to sup-
port our neighbors who access food
through the Food Pantry Network
during one of Healthy Archuleta’s
quarterly food drives hosted at City
Market.

More than 525 items were donat-
ed during the food drive and distrib-
uted among the seven food pantries
in Archuleta County. Volunteers from
thelocal food pantries supported the
event to hand out shopping lists and
collect the requested items for do-
nation. Thank you to everyone who
came out to support our neighbors
during this food drive.

Ifyoumissed the food drive, non-
perishable items can be donated at
anytime at Healthy Archuleta’s dona-
tion bin located at the UPS Store, 135

Tournament

H continued from previous page
of afamily member or friend for $100.
You get the sign after the tournament.

2. Business sponsorship sign on
the golf course: $100 (we'll need a
business logo if you want it on the
sign).

3. Live online auction: vfvpagosa.
winningbidder.com/event/3920. Log
in to view items.

4. Direct donation (personal
check): Sponsorships or donations

Country Center Drive, Suite E.

In addition to supporting our
neighbors accessing food at food pan-
tries through quarterly food drives,
Healthy Archuleta is also working to
support the next generation of local
food system champions by engaging
with high school students.

This semester, Healthy Archuleta
is engaging youth through two high
school classes, where students have
the opportunity to learn about the
local food system, from growing
and producing food to eating nutri-
tious foods and all the elements in
between. Each week, students are
participating in interactive discus-
sions, learning from guest speakers
and engaging in hands-on activities.

Some examples of the food system
activities the students are participat-
ing in include a session on nutrition
and learning howto read food labels,

by check can be sent to Veterans
for Veterans, P.O. Box 5331, Pagosa
Springs, CO 81147.

For additional information or to
sign up, contact Ted Eckerson at (970)
238-6323.

Our mission statement: “Vets-
4Vets is a partnership of Veterans
and their families and friends work-
ing within the community, in order
to improve independence, physical
and mental wellness, and overall

followed by a scavenger hunt to put
the lessons into practice and visiting
Healthy Archuleta’s Food Distribu-
tion Center to learn about hydro-
ponic food production and see the
grow towers in action.

Healthy Archuleta is committed
to advancing a local sustainable and
resilient food system that all com-
munity members can contribute to
and benefit from.

Community events, such as food
drives, working with youth, and shar-
ing the importance of health and
local foods are just some of the ways
Healthy Archuleta is working in the
local food system.

To learn more about the efforts of
Healthy Archuleta and how you can
getinvolved, please visit our website
atwww.foodcoalition4archuleta.org
or send us an email at fsfearchuleta@
gmail.com.

dignity of the Veterans of Southwest
Colorado”

Vets4Vets quickly responds to
get financial assistance to vetted
veterans as fast as the same day that
they submit an application. We are
a 501(c)(3) with a board of directors
of eight. No one in our organization
is compensated. We contributed al-
most 11,000 documented volunteer
hours in our community in the last
12 months. Thank you for your help.

Precision Autobody & Collision
Pagosa’s premier collision repair facility

Deer & Elk strikes,
Fender Benders, Dents,
Dings, Hail Damage,
Expert Color Matching &

We work with all major
insurance companies

Our professional staff will

take care of your vehicle Windshields.

repair needs! We do it all!
Precision Autobody & Collision (970) 731-3111
667 Cloman Blvd. Pagosa Springs CO 81147

«m\/ce kday

Meal Deal
Burger &
Fries
$12

Kids’
Thursday
Free Kid’s Meal

with purchase of $17 or
more entree. Limited to
2 kid’s meals
per ticket

Wacky
Wednesday

Free 5 oz.
Soup

with purchase

Join Us!

Restrictions apply, ask server
for details, not to be used with
any other offer, dine-in only

Catfish
Friday
%12 Catfish
Platters

All Day!
$8 Savings

Open Daily 11:00 A.M.-8:00 PM.
438 C Pagosa Street ® 970-264-0608
SanJuanEatery@gmail.com
SanJuanEatery.com
FIND US AND OUR STORE ON INSTAGRAM,
FACEBOOK AND ONLINE
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Following are the Lent, Holy Week
and Easter services that were submit-
ted to The PREVIEW. Events may be
submitted to editor@pagosasun.com.

Thursday, March 6

Lenten Adoration and Benediction.
6-7 p.m., Pope John Paul Il Catholic
Church, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Friday, March 7

Stations of the Cross. 7 p.m., Pope
John Paul II Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd.

Wednesday, March 12

Stations of the Cross. Following 4
p.m. rosary, Immaculate Heart of
Mary Catholic Church, 455 Lewis St.

Thursday, March 13

Lenten Adoration and Benediction.
12:30-1:30 p.m., Pope John Paul Il
Catholic Church, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Friday, March 14

Stations of the Cross. 7 p.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd.

Wednesday, March 19

Stations of the Cross. Following 4
p.m. rosary, Immaculate Heart of
Mary Catholic Church, 455 Lewis
St.

Thursday, March 20

Lenten Adoration and Benediction.
6-7 p.m., Pope John Paul Il Catholic
Church, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Friday, March 21

Stations of the Cross. 7 p.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd.

Wednesday, March 26

Stations of the Cross. Following 4
p.m. rosary, Immaculate Heart of
Mary Catholic Church, 455 Lewis
St.

Thursday, March 27

Lenten Adoration and Benediction.
6-7 p.m., Pope John Paul Il Catholic
Church, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Friday, March 28

Stations of the Cross. 7 p.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd.

Wednesday, April 2

Stations of the Cross. Following 4
p.m. rosary, Immaculate Heart of
Mary Catholic Church, 455 Lewis St.

Thursday, April 3

Lenten Adoration and Benediction.
6-7 p.m., Pope John Paul Il Catholic
Church, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Friday, April 4

Stations of the Cross. 7 p.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd.

Wednesday, April 9

Stations of the Cross. Following 4
p.m. rosary, Immaculate Heart of
Mary Catholic Church, 455 Lewis
St.

Thursday, April 10

Lenten Adoration and Benediction.
6-7 p.m., Pope John Paul Il Catholic
Church, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Friday, April 11
Stations of the Cross. 7 p.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353

What is light pollution?

By Dena Laterza
Pagosa Sidewalk Astronomers

Light pollution is the human-
made alteration of outdoor light
levels from those occurring naturally.
Every light alters the night. Light
pollution can negatively affect both
humans and wildlife.

In humans, artificial light disrupts
natural circadian rhythms, leading to
sleep disturbances. Poor sleep can
lead to overall health issues such as
increased stress and anxiety. Noctur-
nal animals (of which Colorado has
many) can be disoriented or attracted
to artificial light sources, impacting
their foraging, mating and migration
patterns. Light pollution can also lead
to increased predation on animals,
as well as negatively affecting their
mating.

Components of light pollution
include:

o Glare: excessive brightness that
causes visual discomfort (especially

for older eyes).

o Light trespass: light falling where
itis not intended or needed.

o Skyglow: brightening of the night
sky over inhabited areas.

o Clutter: bright, confusing, and
excessive groupings of light sources.

Taking action

We have begun measuring sky
quality in Pagosa in order to gather
data and establish current status. A
handheld sky quality meteris used to
do this. We will publish our readings
later in 2025 with further explanation
of our process.

However, a few citizens measuring
light pollution will not make it better.

Limiting outdoor lighting is a
community-wide effort. Each of us
can make a difference by making
inexpensive, simple changes to out-
door lighting as defined by DarkSky
International, the globally recog-

H See Light on next page

S. Pagosa Blvd.

Saturday, April 12

Palm Sunday Mass. 4 p.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd.

Sunday, April 13

Palm Sunday Mass. 9 a.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd.

Palm Sunday Mass. 11:15 a.m., Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Catholic
Church, 455 Lewis St.

Thursday, April 17

Holy Thursday Mass. 7 p.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd.

Friday, April 18

Pilgrimage. 2 p.m., Immaculate Heart
of Mary Catholic Church, 455 Lewis
St. The pilgrimage will proceed to
Pope John Paul Il Catholic Church.

Stations of the Cross. 4:30 p.m.,
Pope John Paul Il Catholic Church
prayer garden, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Good Friday Liturgy Service. 5:30
p.m., Pope John Paul Il Catholic
Church, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Nee(\
/?

I'M YOUR GIRL!

Darcie Sutherland

Mary Kay Consultant
(carrying inventory)

www.marykay.com/DSutherland20 « (970) 529-0464

Clip ‘n Save 10% OFT wines & Liquors

%
*OFF 750ML & 1.75L BOTTLES* NON-SALE ITEMS ONLY. NO BEER.

$100 Wine of the
OFF,
Beer of the Month Month
Oskar Blues Brewery 6-pack  $5i% %gl(l)ml Wines
m
Spirit of $=00
00
the M()nth $8 OFF ggfgm‘iss 5 OFF
Jameson
750ml i

970-264-2749

M-SAT 9AM TO MIDNIGHT
SUNDAY 9AMTO 10 PM

Next to River Center - Hwy. 160 - East Pagosa Springs

Subscribe to The SUN

CoMMEeRcCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

GREAT POTENTIAL

2 buildings and one parcel. The front
of the building is a gallery and work-
shop. The back unit is an office set up
which was a clinic in the past. There is
also a Quonset hut on the back of the
property. The gallery fronts Highway
160 and parking is on Eagle Dr and
Trinity Ln. Included with the gallery
are gallery lights, display fixtures, re-
frigerator and office furniture. There
are 2 offices in the gallery, the back
unit has a formal reception area with
2 larger offices, 2 smaller offices and
2 more small flexible rooms. Also, the
roof was recently replaced.

Eagle Drive
$590,000

MLS #
819518

Real Estate

P.O. Box 3850

Cloman Industrial Park

Mountain & Meadow

office: 970.264.6673
409 Lewis Street

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

.68 acre, 1440 square foot
commercial building. There is
enough property to build an-
other building or make a large
wrap around parking lot. There
is a 3000 BTU gas heater and

a 40 gallon hot water heater.
The doors and walls have a 90
minute fireproof rating. Walls
are removable so the floor plan
could be opened up. There

is a kitchen sink, stove and
dishwasher, half bath and the
overhead door is 8'x 10.

$380,000

MLS # 819174

Shellie Hogue
REALTOR’, BROKER

C:970.759.8109
ShellieCHogue@gmail.com
www.shelliehogue.com
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Multitude of free magazines and
newspapers available in print and online

By Carole Howard
PREVIEW Columnist, and the library staff

We want to remind you that your
library has about 45 physical maga-
zines and newspapers in our collec-
tion for your free reading enjoyment,
plus multiple online publications.

Print magazine titles in our col-
lection include The New Yorker, Taste
of Home, Time, Bon Appetit, Con-
sumer Reports, People, National
Geographic, Discover and Sports Illus-
trated, to name just a few. Especially for
youngsters we have Sports Illustrated
Kids and National Geographic for Kids.

Popular print newspapers in
our collection include The Pagosa
Springs SUN, The Durango Herald
and The Southern Ute Drum.

You're welcome to enjoy read-
ing the newspapers and current
magazines at thelibraryin one of our
comfy chairs in the reading areas. All
past magazine issues are available for
free check out.

We also offer access to articlesin a
variety of journals and publications,
including The Denver Post, through
the “Online Resources” tab at the top
of our home page. It’s available 24/7
under Newspaper Source, which
is listed right below The New York
Times in the digital collections sec-
tion on our website.

Probably our most popular online
newspaper is the New York Times,
which comes with all its extra-cost
features — Cooking, Games, Wirecut-
ter and the Athletic — included. Note
you cannot be a current New York
Times subscriber to access this site.

Visit https://pagosalibrary.org/
online-resources/ to find a variety
of media for people of all ages. Your
library card number is required to
access some of the online resources.

Library closure

Your library will be closed Friday,
March 7, for all-day staff training.

Online author talks

Our highly popular free online
author talks with New York Times
bestselling authors continue with
three talks in March for you to watch
live on Zoom or via a recording later.

For details and to register go to
https://libraryc.org/pagosalibrary/
upcoming .

Wednesday, March 12, at noon
will showcase Dan Heath on “Power
of Reset and How to Change What's
Not Working.”

Thursday, March 20, at noon will
feature Clara Bingham on “How

Light

H continued from previous page
nized authority on light pollution.
Using lower-lumen, warm-col-
ored bulbs at your home or business
can also save money.
Take action. Take pride in preserv-

Woman'’s Liberation Transformed
America’

Wednesday, March 26, will star
novelist Jennifer Weiner on “Dreams
We Chase.”

Special bilingual
storytime tomorrow

Saturday, March 8, from 10 to 11
a.m., join us for Hora de Cuentos, a
free bilingual educational hour of
reading, singing and free play to build
early literacy skills.

Chess Club Saturday

Learn how to play chess with free
quicklessons and game time to prac-
tice your skills on Saturday, March 8,
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. All ages and
abilities are welcome.

Adult knitting Saturday

Join new and experienced knitters
Saturday, March 8, for our free Knit-
ters Circle from 1 to 3 p.m. It is aimed
at anyone over the age of 18 who
would like to knit together or get some
help if you are stuck on your project.

Exercise program Monday

In a new community outreach
program, Judy, adult services librar-
ian, will lead an exercise program at
the Pagosa Senior Center every Mon-
day in March from 10 to 10:45 a.m.

It is a brain fitness program con-
sisting of 21 simple exercises de-
signed for all ages and abilities,
performed while sitting in a chair.

The Senior Center location was
chosen so participants have more
privacy as they exercise.

Habitat for Humanity

application help

Habitat for Humanity will be
building four homes in our com-
munity next year and is looking for
applicants now.

Come to your library on Monday,
March 10, from 1 to 2:30 p.m. for an
orientation on how you can apply.
Applications for its 2026 builds are
due by July 1.

High school math tutoring

Free high school math tutoring for
ages 14 and up takes place Mondays
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Registration is

ing Pagosa’s dark sky for generations
to come. Dark-sky friendly fixtures
are fully shielded with bulbs with
less than 800 lumens (450 for home
lighting) and 3,000K in temperature
(2,700K for most applications).

required.

Ruby’s Book Club

Tuesday
Ruby’s Book Club meets from 2
H See Library on next page

Sponsored Content

Trinity Anglican Church

The Spirit led Christ into the wilderness.
He fasted 40 days and 40 nights.
He hungered. The Devil came.
All temptations failed. The Devil left.
Angels came and ministered unto him.

246 Harman Park Dr.
trinityanglicanchurch.org

High Country Title announces new era for local
title services, Delani Smith new manager

High Country Title

High Country Title announc-
es new management, bringing a
fresh vision, updated office, and
enhanced services to better serve
the real estate agents, home buyers
and sellers of Pagosa Springs and
Archuleta County.

The title company has served the
Pagosa Springs community for over
30 years and provides underwrit-
ing services with Fidelity, WFG and
Stewart Title.

Delani Smith has been named
President and closing officer of High
Country Title. She is a licensed Res-
ident Producer in Colorado. Smith
will serve as the manager of the Pa-
gosa Springs office.

Smith is well-known and highly
trusted in the community. She has
lived in the area for about 10 years
and is eager to serve and support
the people of Pagosa Springs with
the professionalism and care they
deserve.

Local resident Jennifer Rose will
capably assist Smith in the High
Country Title offices. Rose is a clos-
ing assistant and also works in the
escrow department of the company.

New features

High Country Title offers state-
of-the-art technology and services
including:

o Cash transactions can be closed
remotely 24 hours a day, seven days
a week. The client does not have to
commute to closings.

o Sellers can close remotely 24
hours a day, seven days a week.

« No wait on e-recording to dis-
burse funds

e Search and close transactions
state-wide.

e Access to team title support
staff.

« Enhanced escrow company fea-
tures — payment links, client dash-

Delani Smith

board, reminders.

» Competitive market pricing.

e Quicker closing and turn-
around times.

Contact information

High Country Title is located at
486 Lewis Street in downtown Pa-
gosa Springs. Their mailing address
is P.O. Box 2400, Pagosa Springs CO
81147.

You can also reach the title com-
pany by phone, (970) 480-0635.

Order titles from High Country
Title by emailing orders@highcoun-

trytitle.co.

High Country Title is part of The
Pagosa Springs SUN sponsored con-
tent program.

Thank you for supporting

our advertisers!
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Library

H continued from previous page

to 3 p.m. on Tuesday, March 11, to
discuss “Plainsong” by Kent Harut.
Copies are available at your library.

This book club is held the second
Tuesday of each month, alternating
between fiction and nonfiction titles.
Anyone is welcome to attend. Snacks
will be provided.

Therapy dog visit

Next Wednesday, March 12, from
11 to 11:45 a.m., all ages are invited
to a free visit with a certified therapy
dog. The visits will be limited to 10-15
minutes — just the right amount of
time to pet the dog, read to the dog
or just say “Hi.

Legal clinic

This month’s free legal clinic is by
appointment on Wednesday, March
12, from 2 to 3:40 p.m. Come to the
library to meet privately via Zoom
with our volunteer civil attorney.

To schedule an appointment,
phone (970) 264-2209. When you
call, let us know if you need a trans-
lator. Registration opens the first of
the month and is required as space
is limited.

Elementary tutoring

sessions

Children ages6to 11 are welcome
atthese free sessions on Wednesdays
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. where they will
build essential skills in core subjects.
Preregistration is required.

Special Dungeons and
Dragons sessions

Join our friends at the Pagosa
Community Initiative (PCI) Thurs-
days, March 13 and 20, from 4 to 5:30
p-m. for an afterschool adventure.
Registration is required. Partici-
pants must be in middle school and
registered with the PCI afterschool
programs.

ESL classes

Free in-person evening classes
take place on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, with 4 to 5 p.m. reserved for be-
ginners, 5 to 6 p.m. for intermediate
and 6 to 7 p.m. for advanced students.
Please help us share the word about
these classes.

Tech Time

Free in-person slots are available
from 10 a.m. to noon Tuesdays and 2
to 4 p.m. Thursdays. Judy helps you
with basic questions relating to com-
puters, smartphones and tablets, and
also provides assistance in accessing
the library’s online resources.

No appointment is needed for
these drop-in sessions, but please
bring your device’s charger and pass-
words with you.

Pagosa Adult Learning

Services (PALS)

Join Mark or Sally for free PALS
sessions Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. to help with high
school equivalency, GED, college
prep, financial aid, tutoring and

more. No appointment is necessary.

Activities calendars

Pick up monthly events calendars
atthe library so you don’t miss any of
the free activities available to you and
your family.

Downloadable books

CloudLibrary has a wide variety
of downloadable e-books and au-
diobooks for all ages. To access this
free digital collection, download
the cloudLibrary app, answer a few
simple questions, select AspenCat
Union Catalog for the name of your
library, then enter your library card
number and four-digit PIN. Library
staff are happy to help you set up your
device if you need assistance.

Large print

“Order of Swans” by Jude Dever-
aux is a fantasy about a woman with
the power to alter fairy tales. “The
Crash” by Freida McFadden follows
aninjured womanrescued in a storm
who finds things are not what they
seem. “The Big Empty” by Robert
Crais is an Elvis Cole and Joe Pike
mystery. “Last Twilight in Paris” by
Pam Jenoff begins when a woman
discoversanecklaceinaLondon sec-
ondhand shop. “Bonded in Death” by
].D. Robb is an Eve Dallas mystery.
“Citizen” is Bill Clinton’s memoir
about his life after the White House.

Nonfiction

“Your Income Tax 2025” is a J.K.
Lasser guide to preparing your 2024
tax return. “At Home in Nature” is a
history of Colorado’s 43 state parks,
with tributes written by employees
and retirees of Colorado Parks and
Wildlife. “The Illustrated Guide to
Rocks and Minerals” by John Farnde-
onis avisual encyclopedia about the
world’s most fascinating specimens.
“Citizen” is Bill Clinton’s memoir
about his life after the White House.

“The Complete Book of Origami”
is a beginner’s guide to the most
popular folded paper models. “The
Strength Training Bible for Seniors”
by Dr. Karl Knopf offers customized
workouts to stay strong, active and
healthy. “Money for Couples” by
Ramit Sethi is a 10-step plan to help
couples plan their financial lives.
“Mayo Clinic Guide to Fertility and
Conception” helps maximize re-
productive health. “Japanese Paper
Craft” by Aya Nagaoka is a guide to
making books, notepads and keep-
sakes. “Heal Your Gut, Save Your
Brain” by Dr. Partha Nandi is a proac-
tive plan for good health.

Mysteries, suspense and
thrillers

“Midnight Black” by Mark Gre-
aney is a Gray Man thriller set in
Russia. “Queens of Crime” by Marie
Benedict features the five crime writ-
ers who form a secret society. “Nem-
esis” by Gregg Hurwitz is an Orphan
X black ops story. “Open Season”
by Jonathan Kellerman is an Alex
Delaware and Milo Sturgis thriller.

“Bonded in Death” by].D. Robbis an
Eve Dallas mystery.

Other novels

“Three Days in June” by Anne
Tyler focuses on a woman who was
just fired dealing with her daughter’s
wedding and an unwelcome ex-hus-
band. “Isola” by Allegra Goodman
features a woman who lost her for-
tune based on a 16th century heroine.
“Deep End” by Ali Hazelwood tells of
a budding romance of a competitive
diver and an ace swimmer.

DVDs

“Wicked” is an Academy Award
nominee for best picture. “Juror
#2” is directed by Clint Eastwood.
“September 5” follows ABC Sports
during the 1972 Munich Summer
Olympics massacre. “Attenborough’s
Life Journey” is a Nature documen-
tary. “Sound Track to a Coup d’Etat”
explores the 1961 assassination
of Congo’s leader. “Nosferatu” is a
gothic vampire story. “American
Sign Language for Everyone” by Julia
Silvestri is a four-disc set. “VOCES
American Historia: The Untold His-
tory of Latinos” is a three-part series
hosted by John Leguizamo.

New donations
guidelines

The Friends of the Library have
announced new guidelines for dona-
tions to the library.

Books on time-sensitive topics
that can quickly become out of date
are wanted only if they have been
published within the last five years.
These subjects include politics/cur-
rent events, health and medicine,
sports/exercise, business, technol-
ogy, science, education, and travel
guides. Not accepted are reference
materials, textbooks and nonprint
material like CDs, DVDs, Blu-ray,
VHS or cassette tapes because they
do not sell at Friends of the Library
sales.

When the library is open, high-
quality used book donations are
gratefully accepted at the front desk
— not down the outside returns slot
at the library or the drop box at City
Market, please.

No more than two boxes at a time
because of space constraints and all
books should be in excellent condi-
tion, please.

Quotable quote

“It’s not so much what we have in
this life that matters. It's what we do
with what we have” — Fred Rogers
(1928-2003), Presbyterian minister
and pioneer in children’s television
as creator, host and writer of the PBS
program “Mister Rogers’ Neighbor-
hood”

Website

For more information on library
books, services and programs — and
to reserve books, e-books, books on
CD and DVDs from the comfort of
your home — please visit our website
at https://pagosalibrary.org.

N

Order of the
Eastern Star

Peace and Harmony Chapter 158

no Masonic affiliation required

Meets second Wednesday 7 p.m.
227 Lewis Street « Masonic Lodge
For more info, call (970) 946-8201 or (505) 927-9182

Burlding or Remodeling?

Check our up-to-date selection of
quality wood, vinyl plank, carpet and tile.

Get your project off to a great start!

The Tile & Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30 « (970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr. (N.Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr:)
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Dietitian dishes on
seven affordable egg
substitutes for baking

By Cindi Galabota and Jessica
Clifford
PREVIEW Columnists

With the current high price of
eggs, you might be looking for reli-
able egg substitutes for baking.

Not much can replace an egg
“eggs-actly,” but some replacements
can be suitable alternatives in a
pinch. Here are several egg substi-
tutes that can work in a variety of
recipes.

Why are eggs hard to
replace?

Eggs provide structure and mois-
ture in recipes. Eggs hold together
other ingredients, and yolks contain
compounds that can help evenly
blend liquids that usually don’t mix,
like oil and water. When whipped,
egg whites raise batters by adding air
into the mixture through a process
called leavening.

Since few single ingredients can
replicate all these properties at once,
finding the right substitute often de-
pends on the specific role eggs play
in a recipe. For instance, flaxseed
meal works well for binding, while
baking powder and vinegar help
with lift. Testing different substitutes
will help you find the best option for
your needs.

Seven top egg
substitutes for baking

Flaxseed meal

Mix 1 tablespoon of flaxseed meal
with 3 tablespoons of water and let it
sit for 15 minutes to form a gel-like
consistency.

Best uses for baking with flaxseed
meal:

» Baked goods that need binding

and moisture (e.g., pancakes, muf-
fins, quick breads, cookies).

Extension

Viewpoints

e Vegan recipes where eggs are
used as a structural component.

 Dishes with a slightly nutty flavor
(e.g., whole-grain or hearty baked
goods).

Flaxseed meal is high in fi-
ber, which can help improve heart
health, as well as omega-3 fatty acids
and antioxidants. It costs roughly 5
cents for the amount of flaxseed meal
required to replace an egg.

Mashed bananas

Use 1/4 cup of mashed banana to
replace one egg in baking.

Best uses for baking with mashed
bananas:

o In moist baked goods like ba-
nana bread, muffins and brownies.

o As a healthier alternative where
natural sweetness is beneficial.

o In vegan baking.

Avoid using mashed bananas in
recipes where you don’t want ba-
nana flavor or excess moisture could
be problematic (e.g., crispy cook-
ies). Mashed bananas are naturally
sweet, rich in potassium and a good
source of fiber. It costs roughly 10
cents for the 1/4 cup of mashed
banana required to replace an egg.

Aquafaba

Aquafaba is the liq-
uid from cooked or canned chick-
peas. It can replace egg whites in
recipes. Use 3 tablespoons of aqua-
faba per egg.

Best uses for baking with aqua-
faba:

H See Viewpoints on next page

Photo courtesy CSU Extension

Aquafaba is the liquid from
cooked or canned chickpeas. It
can replace egg whites in reci-
pes. Use 3 tablespoons of aqua-
faba per egg.

H&R BLOCK

is happy to announce that

JoAnn Howell

has joined our office!

Call or visit her at
(970) 731-1080 - 100 Country Center Drive, Ste H

PROPER HYDRATION CAN LOWER BLOOD
SUGAR ESPECIALLY IN DIABETICS

Water is indispensable to life
and health, and scientists are
finding more aspects of life
and health that are water
dependent.

Today’s excerpt provides yet
another reason to remain
hydrated.

When the body is
dehydrated, vasopressin
levels rise, prompting the
kidneys to hold onto water.

At the same time, the
hormone pushes the liver to
produce blood sugar, which
over time may strain the
ability to produce or respond
to insulin.

One of the largest studies to look at the consequences was published last year in Diabetes Care, a
publication of the American Diabetes Association. French scientists tracked more than 3,000 healthy
men and women ages 30 to 65 for nearly a decade. All had normal blood sugar levels at the start of
the research.

After nine years, about 800 had developed Type 2 diabetes or high blood sugar. But those who
consumed the most water, 17 to 34 ounces a day, had a risk roughly 30 percent lower than that of
those who drank the least.

The researchers controlled for the subjects’ intake of other liquids that could have affected the
results, mainly sugary and alcoholic drinks, as well as exercise, weight and other factors affecting
health. The researchers did not look at eating habits, something future studies may take into account.

Source: “Really? The Claim: Drinking Water Can Help Lower the Risk of Diabetes.”By Anahad
O’Connor. http://well.blogs.nytimes.com

Bonus Tip: Visit http://www.AmazingFacts.org for spiritual refreshment every week!
“..His waters will be sure.” Isaiah 33:16, last part

A public service from your Adventist friends & neighbors at Pagosa Springs Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Disclaimer: This and all our Nature’s Remedies are for health information purposes only. The Seventh Day Adventist Church is not responsible for results.

A PROTESTANT DENOMINATION

40 Oren Road « 970-731-1005
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e Meringues, macarons and
marshmallows (ideal for whipping
into stiff peaks).

» Vegan or egg-free mousses and
soufflés.

e Vegan mayonnaise and dress-
ings.

Avoid using aquafaba in recipes
that require a strong binder. Aqua-
faba is low in calories and fat-free. It
costs roughly 40 cents to replace
an egg with aquafaba from a can of
chickpeas. That doesn’t factor in the
value of the chickpeas, which you
can still use.

Baking powder and vinegar

Combine 1/2 teaspoon of baking
powder, 1 tablespoon vinegar and 1
tablespoon water to replace one egg.

Best uses for baking with baking
powder and vinegar:

o Cakes, muffins, cupcakes and
quick breads where eggs mainly
provide leavening.

o Recipes that need a light, airy
texture.

» Vegan baking recipes.

Avoid using baking powder and
vinegar in recipes that require a
strong binder. It costs roughly 8
cents to replace an egg with baking
powder and vinegar.

Cornstarch

To maintain structure and mois-
ture, replace only one egg in every
three with 1 tablespoon of corn-
starch. Because you're just replacing
1/3 of the eggs, this works best for
recipes that call for more than three
eggs and still require eggs for struc-
ture and moisture.

Best uses for baking with corn-
starch:

o Thickening custards, puddings
and sauces.

» Baked goods where structure is
important (e.g., cookies, shortbread).

« Eggless batters (e.g., tempura or
coatings for fried foods).

It costs roughly 4 cents to replace
a single egg with cornstarch.

Gelatin

Soften 1 tablespoon of unflavored
gelatin in 3 tablespoons of cold water,
add 3 teaspoons boiling water, cool
and beat until frothy before using.
Reduce other liquid in the recipe by
2 tablespoons.

Best uses for baking with gelatin:

e Dense or structured desserts
(e.g., cheesecakes, mousse, panna
cotta).

o Gluten-free baking to improve
texture.

e Savory dishes like meatballs
where eggs act as a binder.

Avoid using gelatin in recipes that
are vegan or vegetarian and require
whipping. It costs roughly 50 cents to
$1 toreplace a single egg with gelatin.

Commercial egg substitutes

Substitute 1/4 cup commercial
egg replacer for each egg.

Many commercial egg substitutes
contain some sort of starch as a bind-

ing or stabilizing agent, a leavening
agent like baking soda, an emulsifier
and possibly other things like oils,
colors or flavors. Some may include
a plant-based protein isolate to in-
crease the protein.

It costs roughly 15 cents to $1 to
replace a single egg with a commer-
cial egg substitute.

Other egg substitutes

Chia seeds are a fiber powerhouse
and work similarly to flaxseed meal,
but usually cost more.

Applesauce, Greek yogurt and
silken tofu can be used the same
way banana is used; they help with
moisture. They are best used in
moist, dense baked goods, like quick
breads. You may want to avoid us-
ing them in baked goods that are
meant to be light and fluffy. Tofu and
Greek yogurt supply protein, but the
amount in each cookie from a batch
or piece of bread from a loaf would
be minimal.

Some commercial replacements
provide plant protein, but still may
not be equivalent to the protein in
real eggs. Commercial egg replac-
ers also may contain additives and
preservatives. DIY substitutes like
flaxseed or aquafaba are more natu-
ral, but don’t offer the same protein
content.

Pro tip: Search for a vegan version
of the recipe you want to make, such
as “vegan brownie recipe” or “vegan
salad dressing” Adding “vegan” to
recipe searches will yield results
that don’t use eggs or other animal
products.

To learn more, visit https://exten-
sion.colostate.edu/.

Jessica Clifford is a CSU Extension
nutrition specialist and registered
dietitian with the Food Science and
Human Nutrition Department.

CPR and first aid classes

CPR and first aid certification
classes are offered every other month
atthe CSU Extension office, generally
on the third Monday and Wednesday
from 6 to 10 p.m. The cost for the
classesis $80 for combined CPR/first
aid and $55 for CPR, first aid or recer-
tification. Call the Extension office at
(970) 264-5931 to register.

Check out the online option on

Shop
Pagosa
Springs

first.

HUD

our website, https://archuleta.exten-
sion.colostate.edu/.

Pruning workshop

Join CSU Extension Director Cindi
Galabota for a pruning workshop at
the Yellow Jacket Southwest Colo-
rado Research Station (northwest of
Cortez) on March 13, leaving Pagosa
Springs at 6:30 a.m. The cost is $15
per person. Space is limited.

Call the Extension office at (970)
264-5931 or email cindi.galabota@
colostate.edu to register.

Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

SUDOKU

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love

sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:
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Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

o
e

(o3l anll Rewd ool BUN RaV) Evel ) oS
Pro | e | G | 400 ] S0 4T | O3
(o) RUol EaNy Fash Natl ol Kol %)
ol Rvoll Vel Bl Rl Resl Eatl
ol A BN L6ad Kl Rend Reil oy
(G Il Kol EAVE RUCl BTol Bl Rve)

Ll KOs ) Rl Nl RaVE RASS Kosl NEy
A el Rl e vl Nasl Kol RaVl Kol

L

-HaIMSNV




Thursday, March 6, 2025 - The Pagosa Springs SUN - PREVIEW - Section 1 - Page 13

The mystery of regathering a nation

By Betty Slade
PREVIEW Columnist

On Oct. 7, 2023, pictures of dev-
astation flashed across the television
screen. Hamas militants launched a
massive surprise attack against Is-
rael, killing 1,200 people and taking
civilian hostages. We watched God’s
people once again face pain that was
humanly impossible to understand.

Why are all these horrific acts
being done to Israel? We have had to
turn our eyes away. We can’t stomach
to see the things that are happening
toIsrael. Our hearts cry out for them.

It looks like God is against Israel
and has allowed her to go through all
sorts of hell, but she is the apple of His
eye. The mysteryisin the spiritual goal
of bringing God’s people back to the
Lord. None of it make sense except
understanding it in the spirit realm.

Life at its best is a mystery. Mys-
teries move behind all human events
and can’tbe explained in the natural.
Only with spiritual eyes can we un-
derstand hard things, see a loving
God and trust him for what we do
not know. God is trustworthy and he
requires our faith.

Throughout history, thisland and
its people have been ravished with
heartbreak, loss and wars — the only
place on earth that has been given a
title deed from God. These are God’s
people.

Only by the eyes of faith can we
see God’s faithfulness. God says
that He will be like the dew to Israel.
Israel shall grow like the lily and its
root will be entwined and lengthen
like cedars of Lebanon. Its branches
shall spread, and those who dwell
under his shadow shall return. (See
Hosea 14:5-7).

I picture the root of a fragile flower
wrapped around the strong root of
the cedar tree. God and his people
entwined together. He refuses any-
one to pluck Israel from His hand.
It looks like they have already been
plucked and destroyed. Looking
closely by faith, the mystery con-
tinues as He regathers and restores
the land.

God calls Israel his wife. He loved
her in the days of her youth when
God made a covenant with Moses
and they were joined together as
one. Hosea was instructed to take an
unfaithful woman as his wife in order
to show Hosea’s unconditional love
for her, thus displaying God’s love
for Israel.

Accounts were written of Israel
in bondage as a young child when
the people of Israel left their land
during the days of Hosea. God in his
faithfulness drew them with gentle
cords, with bands oflove back to their
land. As a caring father, he brought
his people like a child to his cheek.

Trustworthy.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
264-2100

Artist’s

Lane

Life at its best
IS a mystery.
Mpysteries move
behind all
human events
and can’t be
explained in
the natural.

God promised, “I will ransom
them from the power of the grave;
I will redeem them from death ...
Pity is hidden from My eyes” (Ho-
sea 13:14,15). As the hostages are
brought out one at a time, and the
bodies ofloved ones carried out, God
said He hid pity from his eyes and
will ransom his children once again.

In 1948 we saw the regathering of
apeople to their homeland. The First
Arab-Israeli War and the Palestine
War of Independence where they
experienced victory, until the Six-Day

punctuality.

NATIONALLY LICENSED

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service
you and your family through providing quality in our
work, and being timely and efficient.

Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing
water. Water mixed with the normal environments
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump
system installations and repairs as well as moisture
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

Miracle and the resounding Israeli
victory in the 1967 war.

Through the direction of God,
Isaiah wrote about the Kingdom’s
blessings for a regathered Israel,
“The wilderness and the wasteland
shall be glad for them, and the desert
shall rejoice and blossom as the rose;
It shall blossom abundantly and re-
joice, even with joy and singing. The
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the excellence of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the excellence of our God” (Isaiah
35:1, 2). Isaiah saw the land of Israel
by faith as the glory of the Lord, the
excellence of God.

Christians are joined to Israel’s
history. Every word in the Bible rep-
resents a part of our history. Believers
have experienced some of Israel’s
story in their own stories. God has
been faithful to regather and restore
the believer also.

“For I do not desire, brethren,
that you should be ignorant of this
mystery ... blindness in part has hap-
pened to Israel until the fullness of
the Gentiles has come in ... And so
all Israel will be saved, as itis written”
(Romans 11:25,26a).

What has happened to Israel can
either be viewed with natural senses
or by the Spirit of the Divine. We can
act with our emotions or by faith in
what God has said. He said He has
ransomed Israel and the believers.

Final brushstroke: A spiritual Is-
rael exists within the national Israel.
This is the mystery revealed. Through
all the adversity, a spiritual Israel is
beingregathered and restored again.

Send your comment to bettyslade.
author@gmail.com.

Views expressed do not necessarily
represent those of The SUN.
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Now Accepting
new clients.

By appointment only
Tues-Sat 9:30-5:00

970-585-WAGS (9247)

444 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

pawlishedpetsalon.com
pawlishedpetsalonandboutique@gmail.com

HAVE MEDICAID?

WNRLLEN  You may qualify for
FREE transportation.

transportation

to anywhere in Colorado
and border state
approved cities for
Medicaid insured rides
to and from Medicaid
providers

Pre-approval and
24-hour notice
required.

Call WJP/A1 Taxi to get
yourself set up.
970-731-4081

Also Durango Airport Shuttle - Taxi Service - Weddings
Charter Service « Private Parties

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc

Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling
PUC # 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

Shop the SUN classifieds.

Pipes froze and flooded your home?

Call us for 24/7 Emergency Response
Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

DISASTER

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with

RESTORATION
FLOOD MITIGATION
CRAWLSPACE

INSPECTIONS/

INSURED

WORK

Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Mold Remediation Smoke and Odor

Structural Drying Removal
Lars Schneider BJ Jones
970-946-0238 970-749-9028

MountainMenDM.com * mail@mountainmendm.com

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon

Society and Audubon Rockies, is the ring-billed gull. 2 o . .
Referring to this bird as a seagull is misleading. Of the more than De8|gned N WOI’d Press and includes:
50 gull species worldwide, this is the one most likely to be seen far ‘
from coastal areas. In fact, many individuals can go their whole lives .
without visiting salt water. They are comfortable around humans and \/ CO ” TrC‘Ck| ng
can be found in parking lots, dumps, beaches, fields, reservoirs, lakes

and ponds. o _ _ v Form Tracking v Unlimited Edits
Ring-billed gulls are short- to medium-distance migrants. In winter
v Mobile Optimized v ADA Compliant

they are found in southern states, along the coasts, and south through

along the shorelines of Navajo Lake and may also show up at lakes

and ponds like Pinon, Pagosa, Echo, Hatcher and others. +
Ring-billed gulls often breed in large, noisy colonies which can

number up to thousands of pairs. Their calls are described as a rau-

Mexico and Central America. In our area, they are often seen feeding
cous scream. Most return to breed at the colony where they hatched

v Hosting

in areas across Canada and the northern states. Nests are built on the Seq rch Eng i ne Opti m izqtion (S EO)
ground, often on low-lying islands in freshwater areas.

These birds are generalists, adept at flying, running and swimming.
They can thrive on almost any available type of food, including fish, ‘/ 5 SEO Keywords

insects, earthworms, rodents, grain, garbage and french fries. They
forage by walking on the ground through fields, skimming the surface
of water for fish, grabbing insects in the air, scavenging at dumps and +
stealing from other birds.

The National Audubon website calls gulls “the most difficult group
of birds to identify. All the different species are just variations on the R R
same basic theme: a gray back on a white body.” To complicate mat-
ters, gulls may take up to four years to display full adult plumage and On I Ine Dlsplqy
go through many different variations from juvenile to adult. Even eye
color changes as these birds age.

Adult ring-billed gulls display the black band for which they are
named around a yellow bill. Other white-headed gull species which
have been recorded in our county are the herring and California gulls.
When you see gulls at a local water body, spend some time and see if
you can spot the differences which separate these species. + $20 O

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and

www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/. 1 ienerate even more leads with
arch Engine Marketing (SEM)!

» NWstS499 9530

v 10K Impressions per month

Startup fee $250 (one time)
*12-month commitment. $1,000 fee if transferred within one year.

_5_7(/\) O'ROURKE Contact Caleb Anderson:
MEDIA GROUP Call 561.727.9376
www.orourkemediagroup.com  E-mail canderson@orourkemediagroup.com
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Methodist Church to offer program
on longevity and healthy aging

Community United Methodist Church

On March 13 from 12:30 to 2 p.m.,
the Community United Methodist
Church (CUMC) will offer its next
monthly program on abundant
health: “The Six Keys to Longevity.”

Speaker Sarah Riehm will give an
overview of the basics of healthy ag-
ing: posture, breathing, agility, flex-
ibility, balance and strength.

This program is free and open to
the public. The class will be held in
the fellowship hall of CUMC at 434
Lewis St.

“This program is for anyone who
is fitness curious or needs an over-
view of fitness basics,” Riehm said.
“It’s great for people of any age who
want to incorporate more fitness ac-
tivities into their life. I'll be teaching
simple techniques that anyone can
do at home. I'm a firm believer that
men and women of all ages need to
incorporate strength training into
their weekly routine. Weight training
keepsbones strong and helps prevent
hip fractures, the No. 1 cause of dis-
ability in older women. You'll learn
the principles of safe weightlifting
you can do at home, and learn what
basic equipment you need for a total,
healthy workout. We will be doing
movement and hands-on activities
during the class, so please wear com-
fortable clothing and be prepared to
have some fun.”

Riehm has received nationally
recognized certifications from the
prestigious Cooper Institute in Dallas

in personal fitness training (CPT),
senior fitness, weightlifting and flex-
ibility.

She also holds a teaching certifica-
tion in mindfulness from the Dallas
Yoga Institute.

“During my training, Dr. Ken Coo-
per told us that every minute of exer-
cise you do now adds three healthy
minutes to your life. What else pays
athree-for-one dividend? Dr. Cooper
showed us some shocking statistics
about what happens when people
become sedentary as they age. They
are much more likely to spend the last
eight to 10 years of their lives fighting
chronic health problems. It’s expen-
sive and unpleasant. So, take steps
now to ensure you have abundant
health in your golden years.”

The Cooper Institute in Dallas has
thelargestresearch team in the world
looking into the effect that preventive
medicine and exercise have on over-
all wellness. Its mission is to inform
the public of the latest research find-
ings to encourage people to adopt
and maintain healthy lifestyles.

This workshop is funded by a grant
from the Abundant Health Ministry
of the United Methodist Church.

“As United Methodists, we are
committed to promoting abundant
health for all,” said Pastor Ken Dani-
ell. “Our denomination has always
been a catalyst for good health and
well-being, in our own communities
and around the world. Our programs
help to enrich all aspects of wellness:

All events listed in The PREVIEW
Calendar are free of charge unless
otherwise noted.

Thursday, March 6

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-
son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild
welcomes writers who are looking
for opportunities, support and ca-
maraderie with other writers. Mem-
bers will provide support, resources
and guidance for each other.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, etc.
Bring your device charger. We
provide assistance with accessing
any of the library’s online resourc-
es. Call (970) 264-2209 for more
information.

T’ai Chi Chih. 2:30-3:30 p.m., Senior
Center. Free for those 60 and
better.

English as a Second Language. 4-7
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email
for more information. Beginning

students are encouraged to attend
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

San Juan Outdoor Club. 6 p.m.,
PLPOA Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave.
Social time will begin at 6 p.m.,
followed by the meeting at 6:30
p.m. David Ryan, author of several
outdoor hiking and exploring books,
will speak about many of the amaz-
ing places to hike and explore just
across the border from San Juan
County in New Mexico. He will
also talk about how the mindset
of wandering can lead to amazing
discoveries every time you step
outside.

San Juan Stargazers. 6 p.m., Com-

H See Calendar on page 17

emotional, spiritual, mental and
physical. We are proud to continue
this legacy here in Pagosa Springs.”

“I came that they may have life,
and have it abundantly.” — John
10:10b (NRSV).

‘WINDOW COVERINGS

eyl Cathy Justus W.E.C.P.

di.SCO\lnts Window Fashions (/e?zt{/ltec/ ,f)’z(g/;%ss[una/

FREE CORDLESS OPTION on select Graber products

FREE installation with purchase
blinds * shades * verticals * draperies * valances

bedspreads * bed skirts ¢ pillows * cushions * & more

Helping Pagosans and beyond to make
\their house a home since 1986. 264-4462

\

970-582-3225

New Office Location:
9 Solomon Dr, Unit 1

Open Mon-Fri
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

We'd love to fe yown propmne supplien!

Cowng, see us todmy.

Local. Knowledgeable.
Dependable & Reliable
Independently Owned and Operated

Best in Customer Service

Proven Safety Record

Over 150 Years Combined Experience

We built our business on Excellence & Customer Service

Give us a

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
970-582-3225

arrowheadpropaneco.com

call and experience the difference.
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Veterans Crisis Line
E A R C H free, confidential support to veterans in crisis,
as well as their family and friends 24/7/365.
(800) 273-8255 or text 838255
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H continued from page 15

munity United Methodist Church,
434 Lewis St. Social time will begin
at 6 p.m., with the meeting following
at 6:30 p.m. The group will discuss
ideas to restructure the club, and
hear presentations about Easter
Island and Sky and Telescope
Magazine.

Coffeehouse Nite. 7 p.m., Pagosa
Peak Open School, 3133 Cor-
nerstone Drive. Live music in an
alcohol-free venue. Ron Lowe, Em-
ily Tholberg, Keith Bruno, Brooks
Letschworth, Jonathan and Jonah
Dobson, Rain March and Bill Hud-
son will be featured. A$10 donation
includes complimentary coffee, tea
and snacks. Proceeds will benefit
the school.

Friday, March 7

Indoor Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Ross
Aragon Community Center.

Good News Club. 1:15-3:15 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Elementary
School. A weekly club for kids in
kindergarten through the fourth
grade where the Bible is taught
with songs, stories, object lessons,
games and more. For more infor-
mation, email Frank and Connie
Porter at ceflittiekids @gmail.com.

Bingo. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Senior Center.
Free. Those under 18 must have an
adult chaperone. For more informa-
tion, contact (970) 264-2167.

Pagosa Springs Knights of Colum-
bus Lenten Fish Fry. 4-6 p.m,,
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd. Both dine-in and
drive-through dining will be avail-
able. The cost of the meal is $15
and is a fundraiser for the Pagosa
Springs Knights of Columbus.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Bas-
ketball. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Playoff game between
No. 7 Pagosa Springs vs. No. No.
26 Fort Morgan.

‘The Odd Couple (Female Version).’
7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center
for the Arts. For tickets and show
information, see pagosacenter.org
or call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

Saturday, March 8

Chess Club. 9:30-11:30 a.m., Sisson
Library. Learn how to play chess
with quick lessons and game time
or practice your skills. All ages and
abilities are welcome.

Bilingual Storytime. 10-11 a.m.,
Sisson Library. Join for and edu-
cational hour of reading, singing
and free play.

GriefShare. 10-11:30 a.m., Center-
point Church, 2750 Cornerstone
Drive. A 13-week program to as-
sist with the healing process, re-
gardless of how long it is since
your loved one passed. For more
information, contact Marie Rasco
at marierascoe67 @gmail.com or
Centerpoint Church at (970) 731-
2205. You can also register and
learn more at www.griefshare.org.

Pagosa Springs Scrapbook and
Crafters Club. 10 a.m.-3 p.m,,
Senior Center dining room. Bring
your creative and scrapbooking
projects and share time with other
crafters. Bring a dish to share for
the potluck lunch.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Soc-
cer. 11 a.m., Pagosa Springs
High School. Pagosa Springs vs.
Telluride.

Knitters Circle. 1-3 p.m., Sisson
Library. Join new or experienced
knitters to get help with your project,
or sit and knit.

‘The Odd Couple (Female Version).’
7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center
for the Arts. For tickets and show
information, see pagosacenter.org
or call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

Monday, March 10

Indoor Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Ross
Aragon Community Center.

Women’s Fellowship. 9 a.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church class-
rooms.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11 a.m., PLPOA
Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave. Begin-
ners meet at 9:30 a.m. and the
advance group meets at 10:15
a.m. If you haven't attended before,
please call Beverly at (970) 264-
2064 for more information.

Brain Fitness and Mobility. 10-10:45
a.m., Senior Center. For anyone 21
and older.

Archuleta County Democratic Club.
11:30 p.m., Coyote Moon. Ethan
Proud, Archuleta County Weed and
Pest supervisor, will speak.

Habitat for Humanity Application
Orientation. 1 p.m., Sisson Library.

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m.,
Senior Center.

Healthy Aging and Yoga Therapy
Class. 2:30-3:30 p.m., Senior
Center.

High School Math Tutoring. 4-5:30
p.m., Sisson Library. Math tutors
are available for ages 14 and up.
Registration is required.

Deepening the Faith Classes. 6-8
p.m., Pope John Paul Il Catholic
Church classrooms.

DivorceCare/DivorceCare for Kids.
6-7:30 p.m., Centerpoint Church,
2750 Cornerstone Drive. A 13-week
program that provides a safe envi-
ronment for people who have gone
through, are going through or are
considering divorce and features
experts on divorce and recovery
topics. DivorceCare for Kids is for
kids 5-12, with topics mirroring the
adult sessions. For more informa-
tion, email Jim Shook at jshookup@
gmail.com or the church at admin@
centerpointpagosa.com. You can
register online at www.divorcecare.
org.

Tuesday, March 11

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your
current stitching project and a

snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy
the fellowship of other stitchers. All
are welcome.

Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta
County. 10 a.m., Pagosa Bible
Church, 209 Harman Park Drive.
Veterans and family members are
invited to share experiences with
vets of all ages. Find out about the
latest in vets benefits, vets news
and community-focused events.
Contact (970) 880-8387 for more
details.

Tech Time. 10 a.m.- noon, Sisson
Library. Basic questions related to
computers, smartphones, tablets,
etc. Bring your device charger.
We provide assistance with ac-
cessing any of the library’s online
resources. Call (970) 264-2209 for
more information.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15
p.m., Senior Center. No experi-
ence is necessary, so come willing
to learn.

Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Ruby’s Book Club. 2-3 p.m., Sisson
Library. The group will discuss
“Plainsong” by Kent Haruf.

English as a Second Language. 4-7
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email
for more information. Beginning
students are encouraged to attend
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

Men’s Fellowship. 6 p.m., Pope John
Paul Il Catholic Church classrooms.

Wednesday, March 12

Indoor Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Ross
Aragon Community Center.

Introduction to Pickleball. 8:30-11
a.m., Ross Aragon Community
Center. Register on the Pagosa
Springs Parks and Recreation page
at https://secure.rec1.com/CO/
pagosa-springs-co/catalog.

Kids Kare. 9:30-11:30 a.m., Pagosa
Bible Church, 209 Harman Park
Drive. Aweekly club for 3- to 5-year-
olds where the Bible is taught with
songs, stories, object lessons,
games and more. For more infor-
mation, email Frank and Connie
Porter at ceflittiekids @gmail.com.

Emotional Freedom Technique Ses-
sion. 10-11 a.m., Senior Center.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson
Library. Join us for great stories,
fun songs, and plenty of reasons to
get up and move. It’s a great way
for kids to have fun while building

H See Calendar on next page
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« ATTORNEY «

Protecting your interests

LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE

BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS

New location: Downtown, above the theatre

422 PAGOSA ST., NO. 5
970-880-0468 « 412-508-1060

P.0. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS « jyg44law@gmail.com

A1Taxi Service

Reliability

Matters!

970-585-4903

8am-8pm Sunday-Thursday

8am-10pm Friday and Saturday
or by appointment!

Fully licensed and insured!
Smoke-free vehicles!
Local discount system- just ask!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985

Courtesy

Counts!
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the skills they need to become
independent readers. For all ages.
Call (970) 264-2209 for more in-
formation.

Therapy Dog Visit. 11-11:45 a.m.,
Sisson Library. Stop by and visit
with a certified therapy dog.

Archuleta County Republican Wom-
en. 11:30 a.m., Victor’s Sushi, 118
N. Pagosa Blvd. Social time and
ordering lunch will start at 11:30
a.m., with the meeting going from
noon to 1 p.m. Kat McFadden will
provide an update on the Cone
Zone Care Committee.

Online Author Talk: Dan Heath.
Noon, virtual. “Power of Reset and
How to Change What’s Not Work-
ing” with Dan Heath. For details and
to register, go to https://libraryc.org/
pagosalibrary/upcoming.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Mindful Drawing. 1:15 p.m., Senior
Center.

Elementary Tutoring. 3:30-4:30 p.m.,
Sisson Library. After-school tutoring
in reading and math for grades 1-3.
Registration required. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information or
to sign up.

Pagosa Springs Photography Club.
6 p.m., Community United Method-
ist Church, 434 Lewis St. Social
time will begin at 6 p.m., followed
by the meeting at 6:30 p.m. The
March program will be “Top Ten:
Show and Tell.” This will be a hybrid
meeting, also available on Zoom.
The Zoom link will be emailed to
members; others who wish to at-
tend may request the link by email
to abutler@mac.com.

Order of the Eastern Star Peace and
Harmony Chapter #158. 7 p.m.,
Masonic Lodge, 277 Lewis St. Call
Donna at (970) 946-8201 for more
information.

Thursday, March 13

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-
son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild
welcomes writers who are looking
for opportunities, support and ca-
maraderie with other writers. Mem-
bers will provide support, resources
and guidance for each other.

Seminar: Physical Health with
Sarah Riehm. 12:30-2 p.m., Com-
munity United Methodist Church,
434 Lewis St. The topic will be “The
Six Keys to Longevity: Breathing,
Posture, Agility, Flexibility, Balance
and Strength.”

March Birthday/St. Patrick’s Day
Celebration. 1:15-2:15 p.m., Se-
nior Center. There will be cake,
games, goodies, music and op-
portunities for connection.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, etc.
Bring your device charger. We
provide assistance with accessing
any of the library’s online resourc-
es. Call (970) 264-2209 for more
information.

T’ai Chi Chih. 2:30-3:30 p.m., Senior
Center. Free for those 60 and
better.

English as a Second Language. 4-7
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email
for more information. Beginning
students are encouraged to attend
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

Friday, March 14

Indoor Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Ross
Aragon Community Center.

Good News Club. 1:15-3:15 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Elementary
School. A weekly club for kids in
kindergarten through the fourth
grade where the Bible is taught
with songs, stories, object lessons,
games and more. For more infor-
mation, email Frank and Connie
Porter at ceflittlekids @gmail.com.

Paws to Read. 2-3 p.m., Sisson Li-
brary. Read with Maple, a therapy
dog who loves stories.

Steam Engines. 2-3:30 p.m., Sisson
Library. Science fun for ages 6-10.

Pagosa Springs Knights of Colum-
bus Lenten Fish Fry. 4-6 p.m.,
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd. Both dine-in and
drive-through dining will be avail-
able. The cost of the meal is $15
and is a fundraiser for the Pagosa
Springs Knights of Columbus.

Aspen Services Pizza and Photo
Night. 5-8 p.m., St. Patrick’s Epis-
copal Church parish hall, 225 S.
Pagosa Blvd. Families with special
needs can look forward to a relaxed
and family-friendly pizza meal
followed by group photos. Aspen
Services invites all families who
have not yet been involved in such
gatherings to join this event. The
cost for the event is $10 per person
and includes dinner and photos to
take home. To ensure that there is
plenty of food, please RSVP. For
any questions or further informa-
tion, call Aspen Services at (970)
507-0122 or email aspenservices@
aspenhousepagosa.org.

‘The Odd Couple (Female Version).’
7 p.m., Pagosa Springs Center
for the Arts. For tickets and show
information, see pagosacenter.org
or call (970) 731-SHOW (7469).

Submit your calendar items to editor@
pagosasun.com; mail them to The
Pagosa Springs SUN, P.O. Box
9, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147; or
deliver them to The SUN office by
noon Monday.

The Weekly Crossword

ACROSS
1 Tacks on
5 Actor Idris
9 Durable wood
14 Arrestee's
request
15 Kaput
16 Integra maker
17 End of a threat
18 Clinic
19 Katmandu's land
20 Like many
traditions
23 Night school
subj.
24 Tied up
25 How some shall
remain
27 Kindle
29 Musical work
30 Hepburn film,
"Adam's "
31 Ring-tailed
animal
33 Getrid of
37 Calcium or
carbon
39 Ref's call
42 Supermodel
Banks
43 Pavarotti, for
one
45 "Armageddon”
actress Tyler
46 Steel girder
49 Popular theater
name
51 Vegas hotel
54 Big Apple team
55 Map abbr.
56 Like some colors
60 Textile pattern
62 Dove competitor
63 Creative spark
64 Draw forth
65 Worse than bad
66 Keister
67 Social outcast
68 Lean (on)
69 Catch sight of

DOWN
1 Look out for,
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Copyright 2025 by The Puzzle Syndicate
2 Spanish 40 Officially 52 Dance around,
surrealist 41 Common side as an issue
3 Take apart order 53 Abate, as rain-
4 Record holder 44 Like tearjerkers fall
5 Oilers' home 47 Financial 57 Barroom foot
6 Like some meat supporter rest
7 Civil War 48 It may be easily 58 Lowest tide
weapon bruised 59 Cooper or
8 Worshipful love 50 Closet array Coleman
9 Touched the 51 Biblical tower 61 Hotel amenity
tarmac
10 Part of a royal
flush
11 Delhi money ) _
12 Crude Answers to Previous Crossword:
13 They may be C|E CIR|I'|B
21 It follows that '; ? /'i 2 $ ﬁ
22 Flightless bird
26 Smaller amount 'T ﬁ LM-
27 Guitar ridge B RO
28 Tgo smooth. Ulc ElT
32 Bill of k TIE A
removal of rights EM DIE
34 Sledding sites - E EIRIMIS
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The gutting of our national park system

By Ben Long
PREVIEW Columnist

Imagine a million-acre wilder-
ness: Mountain peaks. Rushing riv-
ers. Bears and wolves. Now imagine
a city the size of, say, Chicago.

In my corner of Montana every
summer, those two things merge.
Montana is home to Glacier National
Park, and, 30 years ago, the park had

Opinion:

Writers on
the Range

about amillion visitors a year. Nowa-
days, the park attracts more than 3
million people a year.

It’s like a major city teleported to
the spine of the Rockies. Those visi-
tors have needs — food, restrooms,
parking lots and trails. They deserve
to be safe. They expect to have fun.
That’s why we have park rangers,
along with road crews, fire crews,
wildlife managers and a myriad of
other folks who keep the park func-
tioning.

But today, when they should be
planning for the next busy season,
our public land managers and stew-
ards find themselves knee-capped by
a zealous, unelected budget slasher
who wields not ared pen, but a chain
saw.

For no reason except the desire to
cut the federal budget by eliminating
as many staff members as possible,
a team recruited by Elon Musk (un-
der orders from President Donald
Trump) has slashed the workforces
of our public land agencies.

Musk and crew suggest they are
just getting started. Their excuses
are specious. The idea that they are
going to balance the budget on the
backs of park rangers and trail crews
islike saying they're going to dam the
Colorado River with a few shovelfuls
of gravel. Perhaps their long game is
to so incapacitate management of
national parks that privatization is
the answer — selling off parks and
other public lands.

Chicago serves its 3.5 million peo-
ple on an annual operations budget
of $17 billion. Glacier Park’s annual
operations budgetis 1,000 times less,
about $15 million. And Glacier Park
is an enormous cash cow. Visitors
from around the world are in the
mood to eat, drink and spend in the
local economy, to the tune of $350
million annually. From that perspec-
tive alone, Glacier Park is one of the
greatest bargains in government.

Glacier Park is not alone. It is
surrounded by the Kootenai and
Flathead national forests and the
Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex —
public land that belongs to you and
me. Here and across the West, our
public lands provide the setting for
a way of life that attracts investment

Photo courtesy Ben Long

Logan Creek in Glacier National Park.

and newcomers.

Justasyou can’t run a ranch with-
outranch hands, you can’trun public
lands without land managers and
staffers. They tend to be dedicated
to the public good, almost always
working for a modest salary, the love
of the mission and the chance to work
outdoors.

This problem goes beyond my
community in Montana. The same
deep cuts are happening across the
Western publicland states. Itimpacts
every American who appreciates
our public estate for its clean water,
wildlife and world-class recreation.

Either Musk doesn’t get this or
doesn’t care. A man wealthy enough
for his own space program doesn’t
have to share public lands with the
riffraff.

But Rep. Ryan Zinke, R-Montana,
should understand. He is paid to
care. In the last Trump Administra-
tion, he was the Secretary of the Inte-
rior. Now, he represents the western
district of Montana in Congress, a
district that contains both Glacier
National Park and at least 10 million
acres of national forest.

I once ran across Zinke at a Mon-
tana saloon. Our conversation drifted
to national forest management.

While we disagreed on some things,
I appreciated this parting comment.

“Remember,” he said, “this can
all be fixed.”

Maybe, but it can’t be fixed with-
out good people.

Westerners who depend on public
lands for our way of life and our live-
lihoods know that these lands need
and deserve good stewardship. For
that, you need stewards. Not a gutted,
demoralized workforce thatis forced
to look over its shoulder for the next
ax to fall.

The Republicans are in charge in
Washington, D.C. There is no other
party to blame for bad decisions.
It's past time for Zinke and others to
bring some sense to the anti-govern-
ment fever thatis gripping the nation.

Our public lands are both eco-
nomic assets and a patriotic point of
pride. It’s time our elected officials
(and their unelected minions) act
like it.

Ben Long is a contributor to Writ-
ers on the Range, writersontherange.
org, a nonprofit dedicated to spurring
lively conservation about the West. He
is senior program director at Resource
Media in Montana. Views expressed
do not necessarily represent those of
The SUN.

SPRING
SALE

Exterior Staining & Painting

All bids given during spring will include discount.

15% OFF

Highest Quality Products
Commercial and Residential Work e Fully Local
Spent over $80,000 at our local
Sherwin Williams last year in products

BOOK

> NOW FOR Unsure? Ask us for a FREE estimate
2025

We stained over 75 homes in 2024!

Ask to see some of the 600+ residential
and commercial properties we've stained in the area.

Call us today
Adrian Cantu
970-880-2769

OnceATreePs@outlook.com

Once a Tree, LLC |

We're Hiring:
Digital Marketing Consultant

Are you passionate about driving results through innovative marketing
strategies? Do you thrive on helping businesses grow their online presence?
Join our team as a Digital Marketing Consultant and make an impact!

What You'll Do:
Develop, implement, and optimize digital marketing campaigns
across multiple platforms-Search Engine Marketing, SEO, Facebook,
Video and much more. Plus, have a competitive advantage by
including our own Pagosa Springs SUN digital and print audience.
Bring cost-effective, website development opportunities to local
businesses to help build long-term, win-win partnerships.
Analyze campaign performance and generate actionable insights to
maximize ROL
Collaborate with clients to understand their business goals and
create tailored marketing strategies.
Stay ahead of industry trends and identify new opportunities for
growth.

What We're Looking For:
2+ years of experience in digital marketing, preferably in a
consultancy or agency role.
Proven expertise selling digital advertising solutions.
Strong analytical skills with proficiency in tools like Google Analytics,
Ads Managet, and SEMrush.
Exceptional communication skills and a client-first mindset.
A passion for creativity, strategy, and measurable results.

Why Join Us?
Competitive salary + performance-based incentives.
Access to professional development and growth opportunities.
Be part of a collaborative, innovative, and supportive team.

O’Rourke Media Group is a family-owned, diversified media company

that was formed in 2018. Originally just a holding company that owned

a few newspapers, O’Rourke Media Group (OMG) has established itself

as an industry-leading, digital media company comprising a cutting edge
digital agency and an impressive group of award-winning, hyper-local print
newspapers and niche magazines. OMG now operates in eight states, 36
markets with over 50 publications and hyper-local websites. In Pagosa Springs,
we publish The SUN, Preview and a number of niche publications.

Ready to take the next step in your career?
Send your resume and a brief cover letter to
CEOQ Jim O’'Rourke at jorourke@orourkemediagroup.com.
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Senior Center announces March celebration

By Rose Chavez
PREVIEW Columnist

The Pagosa Senior Center is ex-
cited to continue to host monthly
seasonal holiday and birthday cel-
ebrations for community members
of all ages.

Fostering social bonds between
older adults and community mem-
bers of all ages is vital. Celebrating
the holiday with small gestures of
connection and compassion can
significantly improve emotional
well-being, reduce loneliness and
promote a sense of belonging among
our community.

Ifyou have a March birthday and/
or want to join in a low-key, informal
St. Patrick’s Day celebration, come
join us Thursday afternoon, March
13, from 1:15 to 2:15 p.m. in the
dining hall at the Ross Aragon Com-
munity Center, 451 Hot Springs Blvd.

We'll have cake, along with games,
goodies, music and opportunities
for meaningful connections. Come
experience Pagosa love and help
us build and strengthen systems of
community care.

Our community celebrations at
the Senior Center are intergenera-
tional, so everyone is welcome.

Supplies are limited and will be
provided on a first-come, first-served
basis, so arrive early.

For more details and updates
about these monthly events, please
visit www.psseniors.org or call (970)
264-2167.

Emotional Freedom

Technique sessions

Join Judith Newman at the Se-
nior Center the second Wednesday
of each month to participate in the
popular, ongoing “Tapping” class
(also known as EFT, or Emotional
Freedom Technique) from 10 to 11
a.m. that is free and open to all ages
and walks of life.

The next session will be March 12.

The firsthalf of class islearning or
reviewing the technique, and the sec-
ond half of the hour is practicing the
technique and answering questions.

This is a supportive, fun and infor-
mative class.

EFT is an evidence-based, self-
regulating technique using acupres-
sure trigger points as well as elements
from other therapeutic practices.
Extensive research shows EFT to be
effective in lowering both psycho-
logical and physical symptoms of
anxiety, depression, post-traumatic
stress disorder, insomnia, stress and
more.

This technique is easy to learn
and then use any time you want to
lower your anxiety, gain clarity about
emotional challenges and increase
your ability to work with difficult
transitions in your life.

Join the class and improve your
well-being; meet new people in the
community; support yourself and
others while learning a powerful,

helpful tool; find new ways to deal
with insomnia, stress and change.

For more information or ques-
tions, please contact Newman at
(505) 577-0194 or Archuleta Seniors
Inc. (ASI) at (970) 264-2167.

Community vaccine clinic
March 28

In partnership with the Archuleta
County Public Health Department,
ASI is hosting a community vaccine
clinic at the Ross Aragon Community
Center on March 28 in the West Con-
ference Room from 8:30to 11:30 a.m.

Flu and COVID vaccinations will
be available to uninsured and tradi-
tional Medicare/Medicaid patients.
Those with Medicare or Medicaid
insurance will need to fill out a packet
of paper work to prequalify.

Paperwork can be picked up at
the Senior Center at 451 Hot Springs
Blvd. and must be returned by March
12.

If patients need assistance filling
out paperwork, staff from the Archu-
leta County Public Health Depart-
ment are available to assist.

For further details, please contact
the Archuleta County Public Health
Department at (970) 264-2409.

New caregiver support
group starting in March

The Senior Center will be hosting
a new support group beginning in
March.

Ifyou are caring for a family mem-
ber or friend with physical/mental
disability, emotional health needs
or cognitive decline, this group was
created for you.

Note: This group is not limited
to only caregivers of older adults.
Caregivers of all types are welcome.
This group offers a safe, welcoming
space for caregivers seeking connec-
tion, empathy and encouragement.
Whether you're looking for under-
standing during difficult times or just
need a community to lean on, we're
here for you.

These sessions will also offer edu-
cational resources to grow you in the
knowledge and skill to strengthen
self-care, to care for your loved ones
and empower you to navigate your
role as a caregiver, one day at a time.

Dates for the monthly caregiver
support gathering in 2025 include:
March 27, April 24, May 22, June 26,
July 24, July 24, Aug. 28, Sept. 25, Oct.
23, Nov. 20 and Dec. 18.

All meetings will be held at the
Ross Aragon Community Center in
the West Conference Room (except
the August gathering will be in alocal
park) from 10:30 a.m. to noon.

Ifyouhave questions or would like

to be added to our announcement
list, please contact Yeun Fiedler at
(970) 946-5810 or Madeline Sutton
at (970) 507-1574.
T’ai chi chih

The Senior Center offers t’ai chi
chih with accredited instructor Patti
Popovich each Thursday from 2:30 to
3:30 p.m. to support older adults who
want to discover purpose and fulfill-
ment in this transitional phase oflife.
Meetin the Senior Center dining hall.

T’ai chi chih is not a martial art,
butrather a tool for self-healing. Soft-
ness, flow and effortlessness are the
guiding principles in this practice.

All classes will be free for older
adults (age 55 and better) and will
last approximately one hour.

No special clothing or equipment
is required.

For more information, call (970)
264-2167.

Brain fitness and mobility
program

Join us Mondays through March
24 from 10 to 10:45 a.m. at the Senior
Center for a free six-week new Age-
less Grace exercise program, taught
by Judy, a trained facilitator who will

support and help you learn gentle
movements to enhance brain health
and mobility.

We will spend 30 minutes in a
chair exercising and stimulating five
areas of our brain functioning. Yes, it
is possible to strengthen our neural
connections even as we age.

Anyone age 21 and older is invited
and encouraged to participate in this
program.

It is a cutting-edge brain fitness
program based on neuroplasticity
that activates all five functions of the
brain — strategic planning, memory/
recall, analytical thinking, creativity
and imagination, kinesthetic learn-
ing — and simultaneously addresses
all 21 physical skills needed for life-
long optimal health functioning.

Scrapbooking and
crafters club

The Pagosa Springs Scrapbook-
ing Crafters club continues to hold
monthly meetings the second Satur-
day of each month from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Ross Aragon Community
Center, 451 Hot Springs Blvd., within
the dining hall in the Senior Center.

This creative tradition has been
happening since 2005, and we invite

all creative individuals to come and
share ideas, connect with new and
old friends, learn/share creative tech-
niques, share supplies and indulge
in a potluck lunch together. Bring
your scrapbooking projects — or any
crafting project that you may want to
work on with the group.

Help us create an intergenera-
tional community. Those ages 18
and older are welcome. For those
youth age 17 and younger, we kindly
request an adult chaperone accom-
pany them.

If you would like to be added to
the mailing list, please send your re-
quest to copenhavercreative@gmail.
com and you will receive notification
each month of the upcoming meet-
ing, along with handy tips and tricks
for scrapbooking and more.

Meals on Wheels

volunteers needed

For more than 50 years, the Senior
Center (established in 1971)/ASI (es-
tablished in 2013) has been meeting
the social and nutritional needs of
older adults (age 60 and better) in
our community.

H See Senior on next page
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Senior

H continued from previous page

We serve thousands of nutritious
meals annually in Archuleta County,
and volunteers deliver Meals on
Wheels and friendly visits/wellness
checks to homebound older adults.

We depend on more than 55
volunteers annually to help us serve
and deliver meals and provide other
wrap-around services.

The cost of each meal is $10.50,
butwe only ask for a suggested dona-
tion of $6 per meal. Meal recipients
are asked to contribute what they
can afford, and no one is ever turned
down.

Meals are delivered Monday
through Friday. Participants must
be at home to receive meals. Meals
will not be left.

Meals on Wheels volunteers
receive background checks and
training prior to delivery. Typically
a volunteer shift is one day a week
from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. depending
on the size of the route. Staff works
closely with volunteers to allow for
periodic breaks.

Ifyou are interested in volunteer-
ing, please stop by the ASI office at
451 Hot Springs Blvd. to pick up an
application. Questions? Please call
ASI at (970) 264-2167.

Stretching and mobility
class

Community members are invited
to attend free weekly classes every
Tuesday this fall and winter from 9:30
to 10:30 a.m. at the Senior Center.

The stretching and mobility class-
es for older adults (age 55 and up) are
designed to help build balance in the
body through functional exercises
that aim to improve mobility and
flexibility.

Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a variety of techniques
that can help enhance overall move-
ment efficiency.

Though not necessary, a mat is
recommended for this class.

The program is instructed by local
ballet dance instructor Dee Pitchon,
who will provide modifications to
ensure the safety and effectiveness
of the exercises.

Bingo

The Senior Center continues to
host free community bingo games
twice a month on Friday afternoons
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

The upcoming dates are March
7 and 21.

Bring yourself and a friend for
an hour of joyful fellowship. We will
provide prizes from local businesses
for all winners, and snacks will also
be provided.

No RSVP isrequired. Help us cre-
ate an intergenerational community.

All ages are welcome, but we ask
those 18 and younger to come with
an adult chaperone. Seats are first
come, first served.

For more information, contact us
at (970) 264-2167.

Senior Conversations

Join us Mondays at 1:15 p.m. for a
series of Senior Conversations with
local Bill Salmansohn.

Salmansohn brings to our conver-
sations a variety of topics designed to
stimulate discussions within a safe
and comfortable environment as we
explore our well-being and shared
experiences.

This is a unique opportunity to
connect with others living within the
Archuleta community for friendship
and togetherness.

Snacks will be provided.

Afterward, hosted by Robin Wil-
liams, is a get-together created for
those who wish to continue the
conversation. This opportunity is
typically from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., fol-
lowing Senior Conversations.

The group occasionally recon-
venes as an informal gathering at
various local restaurants.

Share lunch Monday
through Friday

Open to all. Join us at the Silver
Fox’s Den, aka the Community Cafe,
in person for daily hot/cold meals
Mondays through Thursdays at the
Community Center between 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m. It is open to all. Pickup is
available all week.

Our dining hall is open to all ages
and welcomes you all with kindness
and warmth. We provide hot/cold
meals for anyone in the community
interested in a nutritious and deli-
cious meal. For those 60 or older we
request a suggested donation of $6,
butno one will be turned away. There
is a $10.50 charge for guests under
the age of 60.

Meals include a main course, side
dish, fruit/dessert, garden salad plus
beverage.

To reserve your meal for the day,
please make your reservation via text
or phone call to (970) 264-2167 by 9
a.m. weekdays.

Community Cafe menu

Thursday, March 6 — BBQ coun-
tryribs, creamed corn, garden salad,
fruit, blueberry cobbler and milk.

Friday, March 7 — Portuguese
kale and white bean soup, focaccia
bread, roasted cauliflower, garden
salad, fruit, and milk.

Monday, March 10 — Baked salm-
on with herb cream sauce, broccoli,
rice pilaf, garden salad, chocolate
pudding, fruit and milk.

Tuesday, March 11 — Pork posole,
cabbage, lime, radish, tortilla, garden
salad, fruit, flan and milk.

Wednesday, March 12 — Spring
chicken salad wrap, macaroni salad,
garden salad, fruit, Key lime pie and
milk.

Thursday, March 13 — Beef spa-
ghetti, garlic bread, garden salad,
fruit, cottage cheese and milk.

Friday, March 14 — Mushroom
and spinach crepes, peas and pearl
onions, garden salad, fruit, carrot
cake and milk.

Grab-N-Go meals
Dine-in and Grab-N-Go meal

reservations and cancellations are
required. Please call or text by 9 a.m.
the morning of the day you want to
pickup ameal. A suggested donation
of $6 helps to sustain our program.
For ages 59 and younger, the cost is
$10.50. No one will be turned away
for their inability to donate. Please

H See Senior on page 23

DEFENDING

YOUR RIGHTS
FOR OVER 18 YEARS

RENT A CAR

PAGOSA AUTO RENTS

* Local
* Nights and Weekends
° Dellvery Available! Visit pagosaautorents.com

Oy9)585-9181

570

PER Day

Police Misconduct

Civil Rights Violations

Wrongful Death
Disability Violations
Excessive Force

Unlawful Seizure and
Sale of Property

Contact for a
FREE CONSULTATION

970-549-2225
DANIELSHAFFERLAW.COM
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This activity is a
popular hobby that
enables people to
interact with and
observe wildlife.
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Math Blocks

Fill in the missing blocks with numbers between 0-20.
The numbers in each row add up to the totals on the right.

The numbers in each column add up to the totals on the bottom.

THIS
DAY IN
HISTORY

U FEBRUARY Y

14

23
/

62: An earthquake
strikes in Pompeii,
15 Italy.

1852: The New

12 | 2

Hermitage Museum

in Saint Petersburg,

29 Russia, opens to the
public.

23 24

Get Scrambled

Unscramble the words to determine the phrase.

BNSELIB NO DSEES

1924: The Royal
Greenwich Observa-
tory begins
broadcasting the

cl

8 hourly time signals.

FLEDGLING

a young bird that
is learning to fly
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English: Seed
Spanish: Semilla
Italian: Seme
French: Graine
German: Samen

o
?

Bird feeders can be placed at
different levels,
including on the / ‘
ground, on a table N A
top or higher. This 3

allows various 2
birds to enjoy a
meal.

'Dld

Get the KOy
PICTURE?

Can you guess what
the bigger pictureis?
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Can a flu shot protect your brain from dementia?

By Jim Herlihy
Alzheimer’s Association of Colorado

Flu season is in full swing and, as
people consider getting a flu shot, it’s
important to realize that, in addition
to protecting you from the flu, the
shot may also help protectyour brain.

A study released several years
ago — which remains very relevant
today — found that getting an an-
nual flu vaccination was associated
with a decreased risk of developing
Alzheimer’s disease of up to 40 per-
cent over the next four years.

The same researchers, who are
from the University of Texas’ Mc-
Govern Medical School, conducted
an earlier study presented at the Al-
zheimer’s Association International
Conference that found that a single
flu vaccination could reduce the risk
of Alzheimer’s by 17 percent, and
additional vaccinations in a lifetime
reduced it even more.

“Our study suggests that regular
use of avery accessible and relatively
cheap intervention — the flu shot
— may significantly reduce risk of
Alzheimer’s dementia,” said Dr. Al-
bert Amran, who was involved in the
research at the University of Texas.

The newer study included more
than 2 million people over age 65.
Previous studies were smaller and
often focused on people with chronic
health conditions. By including a
more general group of older adults,
the new study’s results add weight to

Senior

H continued from page 21

call or text us at (970) 264-2167 to
make a reservation.

Meals on Wheels

We deliver fresh Meals on Wheels
five days a week (and provide frozen
Meals on Wheels for weekends)
to homebound Archuleta County
residents. Call or text us at (970)
264-2167.

Mobile food pantry
service

Older adults needing a ride to a
local food pantry should contact the
MET to schedule a ride with its para-
transit service. For more information,
contact Lavonne at (970) 264-2250.

Text reservations

Don'’t forget that we offer a con-
venient texting service for you to
communicate with us. Text us at
(970) 264-2167. When texting, please
include your name, phone number
and the days you want a meal. If you
are canceling a reservation, please
include your name, phone number
and the days you want to cancel.

Texting services are available for
dine-in meal reservations, Grab-
n-Go meals and Meals on Wheels
recipients.

Mahjong

the idea that a flu shot could reduce
Alzheimer’s risk.

Memory and infections:
know your risk

Prior studies have found that
infections, including the flu, pneu-
monia, urinary tract infections, gum
disease and COVID-19, are associ-
ated with the onset and worsening
of memory and thinking problems.

It’s not surprising then that re-
searchers have also found an asso-
ciation between vaccinations and a
decreased risk of dementia.

A study at Duke University’s Social
Science Research Institute found that
getting a vaccination against pneu-
monia between the ages of 65 and
75 reduced Alzheimer’s risk by up to
40 percent. Similar results have been
found inrecentstudies of people who
received tetanus, diphtheria, per-
tussis (Tdap); hepatitis; or shingles
vaccinations.

“These findings are important
because anything we can do to de-
crease the number of people with
Alzheimer’s has vast benefits,” said
Jim Hammelev, executive director
of the Alzheimer’s Association of
Colorado. “Reducing the risk of de-
veloping Alzheimer’s or slowing its
progression lowers the burden on
family caregivers, and on our states’
health systems.

To learn more about risk factors
for Alzheimer’s and ways to reduce
your risk, visit the Alzheimer’s Asso-

Mahjongis a 19th century Chinese
tile-based game that is commonly
played with four players. Each player
receives 13 tiles with a goal to make
matching sets and pairs (like poker).
To win, a player must form four sets
and one pair.

Come to the Senior Center tolearn
or play every Tuesday at 1:15 p.m.

Medicare call by

appointment

For anyone who needs help en-
rolling and navigating Medicare
plans, the San Juan Basin Area Agen-
cyon Aging helps with parts A, B and
D. They can also help you with fraud
concerns and troubleshooting any
billing issues you may be having. By
appointment only. Please call the
Medicare line at (970) 264-0501, ext 2.

Mindful drawing

Mindful drawing is an easy-to-
learn, relaxing and fun way to cre-
ate beautiful images by drawing
structured patterns. Join our friendly
instructor, Roberta Strickland.

Classes are every Wednesday at
1:15 p.m. in the Senior Center. This
activity is open to all ages. Help us
create an intergenerational commu-
nity. For those under 18 and/or with
disabilities, you are welcome to join
us, but we kindly ask you to please
bring an adult chaperone with you.

ciation website (www.alz.org) or call
the Association’s free 24/7 Helpline at
(800) 272-3900.

Alzheimer’s by the
numbers

e More than 7 million people in
the U.S. are living with Alzheimer’s
or other forms of dementia in 2024 —
55 million people around the world.

e About 1 person in 9 (11.3 per-
cent) in the U.S. age 65 and older has
Alzheimer’s dementia.

e Nearly 91,000 Coloradans are
living with dementia.

o Approximately two-thirds of
those living with Alzheimer’s are
women.

o People of color are more likely
to develop Alzheimer’s: Black Ameri-
cans are twice as likely as whites,
while Hispanics are 50 percent more
likely than whites.

About the Alzheimer’s
Association

The Alzheimer’s Association is the
world’s leading nonprofit funder of
Alzheimer’s disease research, with
more than $360 million currently ac-
tive in more than 1,000 projects in 53
countries on six continents.

For more information about the
programs and services provided at
no charge by the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, go to www.alz.org or call
the Association’s free 24/7 Helpline
at (800) 272-3900.

Bridge

The longest-played bridge game in
Archuleta County takes place on Tues-
days and Wednesdays at 1:15 p.m.

Bridge is a four-player card game
with partners sitting opposite each
other around a table. It is a trick-
taking card game using a standard
52-card deck. Come alone or bring
a partner.

Hand and foot card game

Whether you are new to hand and
foot or interested in learning, please
join us most Tuesdays at 1:15 at the
Senior Center.

This card game involves four
rounds of playing until the final
round isreached — some two to three
hours later. Plan to stay and meet
some new friends or catch up with
those you have missed over the last
couple of years.

No experience is necessary, so
come willing to learn.

Board vacancies

The ASI Board of Directors has
multiple vacant positions open. The
terms are three years with an option
to renew for an additional term.

Potential candidates should be
at least 21 years of age or older and
must have a passion for adult and
aging services.

Classifieds

Office Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY

< Boarding
¢ Drop ins

Loving Dog Care
by Leslie N.

Text pet info to: 469-667-4480
Look for info on: leslieslittles.com

¢ Daycare

References

and reviews
available

AGE PRICES
All Massages
include
a Soak!

OVERLOOK

HoOoT SPRNGS
SPA
Downtown Pagosa 264-4040

3R RANCH- WORKING in the beautiful south
San Juans. Hiring one position, ranch and
landscape maintenance. No experience, we
will train. $20 per hour. (970)264-5160.

THINK HAIR

THINK ELIZABETH
970-903-5152

J AND J ENTERPRISES is looking for friendly
and enthusiastic people who are eager to
help customers navigate the wide world of
cannabis. We offer paid sick leave, product
sampling, employee discounts, sales bonuses
and comprehensive on-site training! Must be
21 years of age. A Marijuana Enforcement
Division badge is required to start work. E-mail
your resume to employment@jandjinc.net or
check us out on Indeed.com.

CAMPER 2007 Sun-Lite Eagle Short. Fits
6.5 truck bed. $7300. See Craigslist Western
slope. (303)257-1553.

NEW!

PagosaSUN.com

Place

your classified

ad online!
Go to: PagosaSUN.

com >> Shop Local >>
PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD

All classified line ads appear on PagosaSUN.com
Regular categories deadline: Tues., 10 a.m.
Too Late To Classify deadline: Tues., 3 p.m.

Holidays will have alternate deadlines.
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Office Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

PERSONALS SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP. 24-hour JJ° NN NN NN NN NN BN BN NN NN NN NN NN BN BN B B S

domestic violence and sexual assault helpline. ! !
(il | SEPTIC SYSTEMS !

Paint & Stain | Installation « Repair « Inspection |

CONCERNED ABOUT ANOTHER'S DRINK. Log Home Chinkin | Residential & Commercial |
'NG?t Pigosadsp””gs7A"a”°”PFam”y C%Brpr:p Free Estimates « Insured | Insured « References « Serving Pagosa Springs area for 18 years I
Chirch, Quosiones Call tost (3031515-8569. . NAWT Certified Inspector e License number INS2021-0084
Church. Questions? Call/ text (303)815-8569. William Wolfert

wakanon.org. Owner I call Tony at 505-210-0045 or Nancy at 575-209-0376 ]

PAGOSA AA: M-W-F 5:30p.m. Mens’ meet- e r  r  r r r r rrrrrrrr

ing Tuesday 5:30p.m. Saturday and Sunday Call today!
10a.m. Tuesday and Thursday at noon. 315 (970) 903-2229

N. 2nd St., County Road 200 (.2 miles off — y —
160). Zoom Sunday 10a.m. Zoom Thursday I er s 0“8 r“c Ion

noon women only; ID 858 319 763, password

754 234. Call Kathi (970)946-1482 or Central N PN TINEA [N T All your excavating needs!
Office (888)333-9649. Painting Roofi Pole b

* ROOTINg * Fole barns
ics Anonymous meets Tuesdays, Thursdays, o Licensed and insured
Saturdays, 5:30-6:30p.m. Pagosa Bible ML ®IeILILT] Satisfaction quaranteed
C.hurch,.209 Harman Park Drive. Questions? Drywall Texture < - J
Richard: (970)903-1456. Diamond: (970)264- ) House Power Washing Ammon Miller
1073. More resources: www.aa.org, www.  RISALULTIET = — 19 vears experience 910-903-4014
aa-westerncolorado.com, (970)245-9649, Roof Repairs = y P
(888)333-9649 (24 hours).

Fire Mitigation Patrick Dominic Y \
Gravel Driveways 970-946-9571  432-847-6451 .
SERVICES . FIREWOOD | |Cole Plumbing

ASPEN SPRINGS HANDYMAN SERVICES Snow Removal 24/7 Service
for Archuleta County. Brett at (970)570-9403.
Services include but are not limited to: Home P AGUS A Y EMERG,-,E '}‘,,Cgftscﬁﬁ‘e'}“ DAY
repairs, Brush mitigation, Spring cleaning, Boiler service & repair
Landscape maintenance, Greenhouse Kit SPRINGS STORAGE I E & ICE ] or hoat
Assembly, Gardens/ trimming. Hourly: First M . ankless water heater
hr $100, then $35 an hour there after. Odd Remo dellng specialist
jobs/ to-do list are my specialty and I'll even i Adam 575-574-7284
clean your garage. SeSCnl(l)l;\lrtI){,egql(l)\eri( S \ Call Dan + (970) 582-0006 / e Pagosa Springs

CALL BIG D FLOORING for a free consulta-
tion and estimate at (575)419-2366 or visit us
at bigdflooring.com to schedule online.

High Meadows Properties, LLC
Call today (970) 403-2263

: )
CLEAN CUT CONSTRUCTION. (970)585- Cargo Containers B I U 6 p r‘l Ht6

4578. Offering handyman services. Snow RENT - RENTTO OWN - BUY

. A . T . [ ' N 1

o e i | o We dalier! || New Construction | rveyurlarssrat o || st

' ' ° ont wart: For All Your Housekeeping & Window Cleaning Needs
much more. A L L S I Z E emode lng ouses Be ready to start your house, Find us on Google & Facebook
CLEANING WITHATTENTION TODETAILS. | S KO L2 ¥AXC] U LIS Garages « Barns ¢ Decks barn, garage or deck on time. Text/call Kim (970) 946-6446
Residential and commercial. Please call Julie AV AI L A B L E Licensed. insured ¢ referen ces 4 ( )
(970)946-8229. ’ Call Rick

i ials! Plans drawn & submitted

CORD OF OAK. Local delivery. Drywall Call for Winter Specials! \ 946-1737

remodel -ready to paint. (970)946-2126 or 970_731 _0007 ,}‘v Call Rick
(970)946-1201. Q\
PagosaSpringsStorage.com et (970) 946-1737 ﬂ-Ih 1)
e Water 4

HANDYMAN SERVICE. Noah's Ark Enterpris- PAGOSA SECURE Runner Mw“)

es. (970)901-5298. Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery

HOME IMPROVEMENT: Drywall, Floors, STOR AGE v ”thern Deep Cleaning
ou ca

Windows, Doors, Plumbing, Kitchens and 80 Bastille Dr. « 970-731-8599 we haul! (970) 731-5022

Bathrooms, Sldlng, Decks, Snow Removal! . . LSmm]999 Chadd Cgrn[gy’ owner 4 PROPERTY MAINTENANCE/ HOME CARE
(970)844-0554. Storage units & parking spots » ,
checks, providing snow removal, landscaping,

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING. Reasonable
prices. Linda Lerno, (970)507-0176.

Special rates available PAGOSA SPRINGS STORAGE has all size
HOME SWEET HOME CLEANING. Spot- : . . : handyman services. Call Eric (970)946-2061.
less cleaning that comes to your door. Call pagosaspringsrealty.com units available. 24 hour access, gated, with
(801)201-0496. security cameras. Call for specials. (970)731- ,
LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable 0007 www.pagosaspringsstorage.com. RICHARD DECLARK ELECTRICAL is
KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNKAND BAT Bust-  and reliable. (970)946-2061. PAGOSA SPARKLES, LLC. Group of high ~  available for all your electrical services from
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing standard cleaners, reliable, trustworthy and T ROFESSIONAL SNOW REMOVAL. -Resi- o6 to new construction. | have been in

unwanted rodents and varmints. We don’ttrap  MINT ROOFING Re-roofs, commercial ) ) ) dential and Commercial. Fully insured. Shovel .
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident. ~ and maintenance. Contact Mint Roofing at affordable. Window cleaning also available. and salt upon request. Call now for quote. Pagosa for 15 years, no job too small or too
Dan Snow (719)849-8873. (970)426-5255. Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446. (970)946-4450. large. (970)903-1456.
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Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

Office Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual.
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted with no fee.
Hallways and closets always free.

ROOF REPAIRS, LEAKS, RESCREWS,
INSPECTIONS. 35+ years experience. Call
Jeff at Blair Roofing. (970)903-6556.

SNOW PLOWING/ SHOVELING. Commer-
cial and residential. Call now to schedule. Eric
(970)946-2061.

TANKLESS/ON DEMAND WATER HEAT-
ERS. Largest inventory in the area, including
replacement parts. Same day Installation
and service in most cases. We are the only
company that extends the parts & labor
warranty from 1 year to 5 years. VAIL HOME
SERVICES, (760)835-1041.

TREE FELLING, TRIMMING, REMOVAL
and lot cleaning! MTN Forestry specializes
in hazardous and technical tree trimming
and removals. Call anytime for a free quote!
(970)403-6396.

WE HAUL. WE WILL haul off anything but
your marijuana or your mother-in- law. No job
too big or too small. We also move buildings.
We don't haul pigs. Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

WEBSITE DESIGN, SOCIAL MEDIA AND
DIGITAL AD EXPERT. Available to help grow
your business. www.mgmpagosa.com Text:
(928)246-1321.

HEALTH

AMMA LEE SPIRITUAL LIFE COACH. Get
unstuck. Call (970)779-0185.

HOT SPRINGS HEALERS. Sessions at hot
springs! Introducing Quantum Reset. Also,
cranial sacral, bodywork, massage. Serving
Pagosa 27 years, Dr. Dean and Amanda,
(970)844-0645, (970)903-5309.

HELP WANTED

3R RANCH HIRING one full or part-time posi-
tion. Ranch and landscape maintenance. Must
have own reliable transportation and valid
driver’s license. 40 hours a week available.
$20 to start. (970)264-5160.

COLORADO DREAM HOMES is looking for
painters and finish carpenters. Work year
round! Paid time off 48 hours per year. Paid
holidays and bonuses. Pay will be based on
experience. Please bring resume to Colorado
Dream Homes office 2283 Eagle Drive 8-5, or
call (970)731-3071 for information. You can
also submit a resume to coloradodreamhome-
sinc@gmail.com.

COLORADO ROCK & DIRT EXCAVATION
is expanding our team. We are looking for
experienced CDL Drivers -local driving only.
This is a full -time position, offering competitive
pay, health insurance, 401K and PTO. Please
email resume to coloradorock08@gmail.com.

DEDICATED CLEANERS Must be detail
oriented, trustworthy, reliable and committed.
$20/ hour possibly more for special projects.
Text Pagosa Sparkles, (970)946-6446.

4 N
Walmart Pagosa Springs Supercenter
In-person hiring event
Friday, March 7 and Saturday, March 8
Walk ins welcome from 10am-2pm
Full Time and Part Time positions available
Starting pay $18-$25 *position and qualifications dependent
Start the application process at
www.walmart.com/careers
\ J

ELI STEPHENS LANDSCAPING LLC. is
looking to hire. We are looking for someone
willing to learn. Pay will be based off of ex-
perience. Looking for labor and equipment
operators. Call Eli (970)946-0268.

EMPLOYMENT AT SILVER DOLLAR LI-
QUOR. Must be 21. Full-time or part-time.
Nights and weekends. (970)264-2749.

EXPERIENCED CARPENTER- SUBCON-
TRACTOR OPPORTUNITY We are seeking
a skilled carpenter to join our team as a sub-
contractor. Must have experience in residential
construction, including framing, trim work,
cabinetry, and custom builds. Requirements:
Proven carpentry expertise with referenc-
es. Ability to read plans and follow project
specifications. Own tools and transportation.
Valid liability insurance (required). This is a
subcontractor role, offering competitive pay
and consistent work for the right candidate.
Call (970)507-0845 or email your details to
info@rootdesigncompany.com.

EXPERIENCED HEAVY EQUIPMENT OP-
ERATOR: We are currently seeking a skilled
and experienced Heavy Equipment Operator
to join our team. This is a full-time position
that offers competitive pay, health insurance,
a401(k) plan and paid time off (PTO). Please
submit resume to coloradorock08@gmail.
com.

GENERAL LABORER NEEDED Full time.
Assorted Duties. Please send resume or work
history to frontdesk@pagosalandcompany.
com. Phone (970)264-5000.

Email us at
classads@pagosasun.com

to submit your classified.
PagosaSUN.com

CONTRACTOR SALES

Ponderosa Lumber is seeking
a customer service oriented
individual to assist contractors
with purchasing building
materials. Knowledge of
building materials is necessary.
Responsibilities include:

« Providing excellent customer

service

» Completing required paperwork

« Providing product information

e Data Entry

Please apply in person at

Ponderosa Lumber
2435 Eagle Drive or call (970) 731-4111

HELP WANTED at Cattlemen’s Cafe! Ex-
perienced cooks, wait staff, and bussers /
dishwashers needed. Email resume to misty@
buckedoffboutique.com.

HOMETOWN INSURANCE is looking to fill a
full-time receptionist/ administrative assistant
position. Prior experience is required. Must
be detail oriented, able to multitask and be
proficient in Google Docs, Sheets, Excel,
Word and Adobe. Strong phone and typing
skills are a must. Our ideal candidate will have
a friendly and warm personality while being
professional, responsible and motivated. A
customer-oriented approach is essential.
Bilingual skills in Spanish are a plus but not
required. Send resumes with references to
info@hippslic.com.

IMMEDIATE OPENING for CDL Driver /
Equipment Operator. Experience with forestry
equipment helpful. Must pass drug test. Local
driving only. Please send your resume to
frontdesk@pagosalandcompany.com.

NEWSPAPER REPORTER — We are
searching for a talented reporter to fill a full-
time position in Pagosa Springs, Colorado,
at The Pagosa Springs SUN. Our journalists
are driven to find stories that matter to our
community and are dedicated to fairness, ac-
curacy, and ethics. The successful candidate
for this position is someone who knows how to
cover hard news but also loves to write about
people and their passions. They know that a
good interview is often a good conversation
and know when to ask the tough questions,
but also when to listen. The ideal candidate
has exceptional writing skills and is willing to
put in the extra effort and research to deliver
an engaging story. Preferred qualifications
for this position include: Degree or diploma in
journalism, or a related field; At least 1-3 years
of experience as a reporter with experience
covering hard news and feature stories or
experience at a college newspaper; The ability
to meet tight deadlines and report the news
as it happens; Superior language, writing and
editing skills; Strong photography skills; Able
to work a variety of schedules, including eve-
nings, nights and weekends; Excellent critical
thinking and problem-solving skills; Ability to
work in a fast-paced environment; A valid driv-
er's license and a reliable vehicle; Willingness
to live in or near Pagosa Springs, Colorado. If
this sounds like the perfect position for you,
we would love to hear from you! To apply,
please send your resume, letter of interest
and relevant samples of your work to Chad
Richardson, Vice President of News, crich-
ardson@orourkemediagroup.com. Company
Benefits: We offer competitive compensation
plans and employees are eligible for medical,
dental, vision, life insurance benefits, paid time
off and our 401 (k) savings plan. This is an
excellent opportunity for career development
and growth within the company O’Rourke
Media Group is a fast-growing company that
owns and operates hyper-local, community
newspapers, websites, niche publications
and a full-service digital agency. We are
family-owned and mission-driven to save
newspapers and local media companies by
investing in the people, resources and technol-
ogy needed to thrive for many years to come.
We believe that every community can benefit
from a well-run, properly resourced, local
newspaper and website. Our News teams pro-
duce hyper-local, high interest local news and
accurate and trustworthy reporting. Our Sales
and Digital Fulfillment teams bring omnichan-
nel advertising solutions to local businesses in
the communities we serve. O'Rourke Media
Group now operates in nine states and 38
markets with 51 publications and hyper-local
websites. We started from ground zero in De-
cember 2018, totally bootstrapped, confident
and with an entrepreneurial mindset.

JAND J ENTERPRISES is looking for friendly
and enthusiastic people who are eager to
help customers navigate the wide world of
cannabis. We offer paid sick leave, product
sampling, employee discounts, sales bonuses
and comprehensive on-site training! Must be
21 years of age. A Marijuana Enforcement
Division badge is required to start work. E-mail
your resume to employment@jandjinc.net or
check us out on Indeed.com.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED FOR SALE COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

Apply today.

Now Hiring.

Archuleta County is hiring for multiple positions.

Benefits package, paid time off, 401K match.

970-264-8379 « archuletacounty.org

Apply Now

Individually
strong,
collectively
mighty.

Join us and
become a part of
the bigger
picture.

LAZY ONE PAJAMA SHOP looking for part-
time employee. 1 -3 days/ week. Call or text
(805)405-1339.

LOOKING FOR AN X-RAY TECHNICIAN to
run occasional Saturday clinic in our Bayfield
office. Ideal candidate will possess strong
multi-tasking and organizational skills, a
positive attitude, work independently and
manage workloads, able to establish and
maintain working relationship with patients,
co-workers, and the public. Compensation is
based on experience. Please send resume to
recruiting@desexams.com

MALT SHOPPE NOW HIRING. Apply in
person between 9a.m. and 2p.m.

MASSAGE THERAPIST —position open at
Healing Waters Resort & Spa! We are looking
for someone proficient in deep tissue and
therapeutic massage to join our small team
of therapists — medical or sports therapy
background a plus! Must be available week-
ends. If this sounds like you, let’s talk! Email
Kanaka at sales@pshotsprings.com or drop
your resume by Healing Waters Resort & Spa
at 140 Hot Springs Blvd. Soaking included
with employment.

MOUNTAIN SPIRITS IS SEEKING customer
service associates. Must be available nights
and weekends. We offer accrued vacation/
personal time, performance-based bonuses
twice a year, and employee discounts. Please
apply in person.

NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a
full-time cashier nights and weekends. Com-
petitive wages. Please apply in person at 30
N. Pagosa Bivd.

OWNERS, THERE IS ALONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest
commission and highest customer service.
All you have to do is wait for your rent check
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.

PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time
cashier. Please come and apply in person at
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.

THE KEYAH GRANDE GUEST HOUSE is
hiring a line cook ($20/ hour) for our new fine
dining restaurant, “Beyond the Gates”. Experi-
ence preferred. Email your resume and refer-
ences to theguesthouse@keyahgrande.com

THE PAGOSA SPRINGS CHAMBER of
Commerce is accepting applications for an Ex-
ecutive Director. Key responsibilities include
strategic planning, member services, financial
management, event management, business
advocacy, and community engagement. Ideal
candidates should possess strong business
acumen, excellent communication skills,
the ability to build community partnerships,
event planning expertise, and a passion for
economic development. The role reports to
the Chamber Board of Directors. For more
information on the position, visit www.pago-
sachamber.com. Resumes accepted until
March 28, 2025 and may be sent to director@
pagosachamber.com.

THE RUBY SISSON LIBRARY Foundation
& Friends is seeking an Executive Director
to provide strategic direction and achieve
fundraising objectives for the organization. Di-
rector will identify, define and develop funding
sources to support existing capital campaigns
as well as lead the development, writing, and
submission of grant proposals. $22/hour DOE,
insurance stipend and PTO available. Email
resume to: foundation@pagosalibrary.org

PAGOSA ROOTER is looking for a full-time
jetter/ camera tech. To camera sewer lines.
For more info contact David (970)946-3692.

PART-TIME FRONT DESK OPPORTUNITY.
Are you friendly, organized, and custom-
er-focused? We are looking to add a reliable
and enthusiastic member with strong com-
puter skills to our team! Shifts may include a
combination of mornings, days, nights, and
weekends. Our front desk is open 8a.m. to
10p.m. daily, including holidays. Download
application at www.pshotsprings.com or stop
by to pick one up. Resumes/applications can
be emailed to: sales@pshotsprings.com,
Attention Front Desk Position or dropped off
at Healing Waters Resort & Spa, 140 Hot
Springs Blvd.

PINE VALLEY RENTAL, busy equipment
rental yard is seeking a reliable, self starting
shopl/yard person. Must have experience
in mechanics, diesels, hydraulics, electrical
work, and be knowledgeable of heavy equip-
ment plus small engines. CDL is a plus but
not required. Must have own transportation.
Full time, Monday -Friday 8-5. Please call
(970)731-4410 Or Email ppine000@century-
tel.net. 391 Bastille Drive.

ROOF LABORER NEEDED with some con-
struction experience. Will train. $20-$25/ hour
to start. (970)749-0830.

SECRETARY/ FRONT DESK team member
wanted. Willing to train. What we do matters!
We make people’s lives better through excel-
lent customer service. We show up every day,
work hard, and make a great living serving our
patients. We are blessed to have weekends
and holidays off! We work in a beautiful facility
with great pay, 401K, & bonuses. Gain a sense
of fulfillment by helping people! E-mail resume
to office@pagosasmiles.com.

THE TOWN OF PAGOSA SPRINGS is seek-
ing to hire a Utility Operator in the Public
Works Division. The individual selected for this
position will perform a variety of working level,
skilled, and technical duties related to the con-
struction, installation, maintenance, and repair
of the Sanitation District collection system,
pump stations, and Geothermal System. This
is a full-time position with benefits. For more
information on the position and to apply, go
to the Town’s website at www.pagosasprings.
co.gov and select Employment.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

OWN YOUR OWN BUSINESS IN 2025! Four
year-old profitable Side-by-Side rental busi-
ness with extremely high reviews on Google.
1 to 8 Polaris Rzrs, LLC, website, reservation
site, customer list, insured, bonded, licensed,
maintenance and safety gear included. Better
location than any of our competition. Operates
May- Nov. Call or text Ryan (970)946-2409.

SMALL CRANE BUSINESS FOR SALE.
National Crane truck, business, client list, and
all attachments come with business. Inquire
at (970)903-2381.

FOR SALE

DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $255 a cord.
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfield.
Gabe (970)403-2784.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine and aspen. Cut
about 16” long, split. Delivered by longbed
truckload. Call (970)946-4450.

FIREWOOD SALE! The end of the season
dump truck special is back. Get a HUGE
load split and delivered for $500! This will be
the cheapest price of the year. Pine/ Fir mix.
Start getting stocked back up now! Contact
FIRE&ICE (970)582-0006.

NEW 20’ CONTAINERS FOR SALE or rent.
We deliver to homes or businesses. Pagosa
Springs Storage (970)731-0007.

OUTDOOR VEHICLE STORAGE SPACES
available. 16°, 20’, 25, plus indoor 12'x20’.
Winter specials starting at $60. Pagosa
Springs Storage. Gated with security cameras.
(970)749-1500.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded,
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

PETS

ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop
by or call (970)731-4771. You'll be amazed
at what we have to offer, www.PagosaHu-
mane.org.

DOGGY DAY CARE 81147.COM. Open 365
days of the year! Full day and half day doggy
day care and overnight boarding. Convenient-
ly located just 1 mile from downtown Pagosa.
Call (970)264-9111.

WANTED

LOCAL ARTIST SEEKING to rent industrial
or private space for a small art workshop/
crafting studio/ garage for summer months.
(623)243-0113.

AUTOS

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango.
(970)385-7940.

YARD SALES

BE SURE TO CHECK for more yard sales in
the Too Late To Classify section.

MOVING/ YARD SALE. 457 Antero Drive.
Saturday 3/8 and Sunday 3/9. 8a.m. -4p.m.
Household items, t-posts, desk, ladders, tools,
stock tanks, trailer, boat and much more.
(970)946-3228.

UNIQUE ESTATE 920 PIKE DR. Saturday,
8a.m.- 3p.m. and Saturday, 10a.m.-3p.m.,
8th and 9th. Native pottery and rugs, leather
recliner couch, Mission Oak dresser and chair,
Queen bed and headboard, 1940’s table and
chairs. Utility trailer 5x8, like new. Generator,
lawn mower, plate compactor and lots more.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

2000 SF flexible commercial/ industrial space
on the western side of Pagosa Springs. 2 14’
Overhead garage doors and small bathroom.
Will be delivered as a shell space ready to be
customized. Tenants in compound include
building trades, UPS, light manufacturing, and
artists. Available May 1st. $2,000. raswheel-
er@gmail.com.

4 OFFICE SPACES. Freshly remodeled,
$400-$525. Well suited for spa services,
140-270 sq. ft. Beautiful spacious restrooms.
(970)946-3232.

DOWNTOWN OFFICE Upstairs with skylight.
Month-to-month, $325/ month including utili-
ties, internet and shared kitchen. No smokers.
No pets. (970)946-2728.

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL SPACE/ STORAGE.
Cloman Park. New Build. 2700 sq. feet, $3250
amonth. Opportunity Zoned. (720)470-2653.
More info at Rowfmanagement.com

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering
“‘Aspen Plaza ProSuites” These are Profes-
sional Office Suites available for Long Term
rental from 135 SF to 205 SF, priced from
$465-$669/ month. Also, Large Conference/
Event Room Available. Call (970)889-2022 for
more information.

THREE UNITS IN UPTOWN 419, 364, and
1477 sq. ft. Available now. $900 -$2400.
Utilities included. Call Gina (970)880-0910
for more info.

VACATION RENTALS

OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission
and highest customer service. All you have to
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals
(970)507-1192.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT downtown.
Partially furnished, utilities included. $1500/
month, $1500/ deposit. NO PETS OR NO
SMOKING. (970)749-4769 or (970)749-6374.

1,2 AND 3 BEDROOMS. Call (720)869-8877.
Hickory Ridge Apartments.

3 BED/2 BATH San Juan River Village.
Clean, pristine and ready for you. 3/2 in highly
desirable San Juan River Village. 2 level mas-
ter on first floor. 5 min to town, 20 min to Wolf
Creek. Water views and beautiful mountain
views, first last deposit. Local landlord with
great tenant history. No pets, no smoking, lots
of storage, including indoor and outdoor stor-
age. $2300/ month. 6- and 12-month options
available. Text (970)582-0148 for application.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH manufactured home
in Vista. Fenced yard on corner lot with two
sheds. $1750/ month. (970)946-3983.

DOWNTOWN UNITS FOR RENT. New 3
bedroom, 2 bath unit. Granite countertops,
all appliances and utilities included. Porch
and patio. $2000/ month. (318)347-6100.

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, 117 Navajo
Trail Dr., pagosaspringsrealty.com.

ONE BEDROOM with good sized loft. All
appliances, wood stove, ETS heating, large
deck, fenced yard, private. $1500/ month.
(970)731-2010.

260 SF OFFICE at the Metro Hotel downtown
on Main Street. $469 monthly, utilities includ-
ed. Jacque (970)946-7636.

ROOM FOR RENT in 3.2k sq. ft. home 4
miles west of town. No pets, $700 /month.
(970)946-9024.
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GAS STATION, CONVENIENCE STORE
comes with nine long-term leases, high
producing. $1,650,000. Give Deb Archuleta
at Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

PRIME BUSINESS LOCATION Large building
and land. $1,250,000. Motivated seller. Give
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call
(970)903-2817.

HOMES FOR SALE

3 BED 2 BATH 2 car garage. 3.9 acres. 5
shares of water. Detached 1 bedroom, 1
bath, 1 car garage apartment. Great views.
$585,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

3 BED 2 BATH with office and privacy
fence. Irrigation. Ignacio. $475,000. Give
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call
(970)903-2817.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Whether
Buying or Selling

Call Marcie Lewis
(970) 759-8672

(MarcielLewis.com

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH. Workshop. 20
acres. Great views of the La Plata. Ignacio.
$475,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

4 BEDROOM, 2 BATH. 2000 sq. ftin Pagosa
Hills. 2.11 acres. 600 sq. ft. multi-use build-
ing. Fenced yard, great views. $565,000.
(970)903-3108.

1.1 ACRE WITH RV GENERATOR and sys-
tem tank, circular drive in, tall cool pines. NO
HOA! $75k. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

3.7 ACRES. Great views of Navajo lake.
Power near, water available. $400,000. Give
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a calll
(970)903-2817.

1.19 ACRES WITH VIEWS OF NAVAJO
LAKE. All utilities nearby. $99,000. Give
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call
(970)903-2817.

12.6 ACRES WITH VIEWS. HOA, Meadows
4 with water tap, tall pines, multiple building
sites. Call or text (303)263-9366.

.27 ACRES. Views of Navajo. Electricity near,
wellinstalled. $40,000. Give Deb Archuleta at
Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

.28 ACRE LAND County Road 982 frontage
$55,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

3 FLAT BUILDABLE ACRES. Great mountain
views, water cap and driveway in. Power to the
property, fully fenced, corners marked. $300k.
Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a
call (970)903-2817.

.35 ACRE LAND County Road 982 frontage
$55,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588
blancoretreat@gmail.com. $450K.

VERY MOTIVATED SELLER. 4 acres. Great
views, access to river. Electric near. $175,000.
Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a
call (970)903-2817.

PagosaSUN.com

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.

Email us at classads@pagosasun.com

to submit your classified.
PagosaSUN.com

PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD ONLINE!

Go to: PagosaSUN.com >> Shop Local >> Place Your Classified Ad

All classified line ads appear on PagosaSUN.com
Regular categories deadline: Tues., 10 a.m. - Too Late To Classify deadline: Tues., 3 p.m.

Holidays will have alternate deadlines.
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Inventory is low!

Buyers are in town!
Buying or Selling — I would love to help you!
Debbie Loewen

Employing Broker
(970) 946-3480

debbie@ownpagosa.com
TOP 5 IN SELLING PAGOSA 5 years in a row

448 PAGOSA STREET * OWNPAGOSA.COM

Ark, taken in February 2024 during a Pagosa Springs Photography Club outing. The club will meet next on

March 12.

Pagosa Springs Photography
Club to meet March 12

By Andy Butler
Pagosa Springs Photography Club

The next meeting of the Pagosa
Springs Photography Club will be held
onMarch 12 at the Community United
Methodist Church, 434 Lewis St.

The meeting will start at 6:30 p.m.,
but feel free to join us for socializing
and discussion of various photograph-
ic topics at 6 p.m.

Photography Club meetings are
open to the public. Please enter the
church through the side door next to
the parking lot.

Our March program will be “Top
Ten: Show and Tell”

In this popular program, members
may bring up to 10 of their photo-
graphs taken in the last year for brief
discussion.

This is a good exercise in choosing
your top images of the year. These might
be what you consider your best, your
mostinteresting or your most challeng-
ing photos. The goal is to inspire each
other through a conversation about
what makes great images, including
aspects such as composition, impact
and technical quality. Please bring your
images to the meeting on a flash drive.

This will be a hybrid meeting, also
available on Zoom. The Zoom link will
be emailed to members; others who
wish to attend may request the link by
email to abutler@mac.com.

Virtual Shutter Therapy

Each month the Photography Club
sponsors a Virtual Shutter Therapy ses-
sion on our Facebook page.

The club’s online challenge for

March is symmetry.

Symmetry is all around us — per-
fect reflections in water, architectural
balance or nature’s mirrored patterns.
Seek out scenes where symmetry cre-
ates harmony, whether in man-made
structures, organic formations or
unexpected places. Consider perspec-
tive, lighting and framing to enhance
the effect.

Will you find perfect symmetry or
break the pattern for intrigue?

Please participate until April 6 by
commenting on the Facebook post
at https://www.facebook.com/Pago-
saPhotoClub. All are welcome to take
part. Share up to three photos. Like and
comment on the works of others.

Photography Club
membership

Do you want to improve your
photography? What better way to
learn more about creating your own
compelling images than by joining the
Photography Club?

The Pagosa Springs Photography
Club promotes educational, social and
funinteractions between all who enjoy
making and viewing great photogra-
phy. We sponsor educational programs
and outings to help photographers of
all levels hone their skills and learn
from each other.

Club dues are just $25 per year
($35 for a family). A membership form
may be downloaded from our website
(https://pagosaspringsphotoclub.org/
about/) and mailed in with your pay-
ment (instructions are on the form), or
brought to a club meeting.

2016 & 2018 SPIRIT AWARD, 2019 REALTOR OF THE YEAR
Photo courtesy Andy Butler

Shop the SUN classifieds.

2025

SKIS & SADDLES
SKIJORING

Thank You to all our generous sponsors, we could not
have made this event happen without all your support!

TITLE SPONSORS LEADING SPONSORS

Wolf Creek Ski Area Rosie’s Pizzeria Valley View Ranch
Pagosa Springs Tourism Jann C. Pitcher Real Estate  Silver Dollar Liquor Store

Board Weber Sand & Gravel 2 R/Ranch
Sherpa Real Estate Raymond James
Big West Holdings Rocky Mountain HiFi
Motel Soco United Rentals Subway
Pagosa Springs Medical Hidden Track Ace Hardware
Center Bootlegger Bank of the San Juans
Bank of Colorado Bearfoot Garage Doors Goodman’s
Root House Rgf Raff
age
Kip’s Grill

Thank you to all of our volunteers.
Sponsorship opportunities available at skisandsaddles.com




