County amends land use regs
Addresses commercial kitchens, natural medicines — A9

PAGOSA SPRINGS, ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLORADO 81147

LPEA approves agreement for power
Will reduce costs by more than 10 percent — A7
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The Pagosa Springs Town Council and Town of Pagosa Springs staff members pose for a picture on April 1 after staff was recognized for
earning a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for its annual comprehensive financial report for the 2023 fis-
cal year from the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA). The report was judged by an impartial panel, and the award is the
highest form of recognition in the area of governmental accounting and financial reporting, according to the GFOA.
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Town opts for entirety of
downtown rehabilitation
project to coincide with
CDOT construction

By Derek Kutzer
Staff Writer

On April 1, the Pagosa Springs
Town Council authorized town staff
to enter into a contract with WwW
Clyde to perform the work for its
downtown rehabilitation project, co-
inciding with Colorado Department
of Transportation’s (CDOT’s) U.S. 160
reconstruction project.

The town’s scope of workin down-
town Pagosa Springs includes the
installation of new street lamps, new
sidewalk sections, culvert repairs,
side road repairs and replacements,
electrical conduit, new street trees,
and an irrigation system for the new
trees and flower baskets.

WW Clyde is also performing the

work for CDOT’s U.S. 160 reconstruc-
tion project through downtown, with
Pagosa Springs Development Direc-
tor James Dickhoff explaining that
it is a “critical time” to get this work
done while the highway construction
was ongoing.

The grand total cost for WW Clyde
to complete the entire scope of work
that the town is requesting came in
at $7,724,472, which includes a 15
percent contingency.

Town Manager David Harris ex-
plained that he realized that this
price tagis “sobering,” expressing his
reluctance to use the town'’s reserve
funds to pay for it, but also noted that
the general feeling of the council was,
“If we're gonna do it, we should do
M See Downtown A8

BoCC approves letter supporting
Secure Rural Schools funding

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

On Tuesday, April 1, the Archuleta
County Board of County Commis-
sioners (BoCC) unanimously ap-
proved a letter to Sen. John Hicken-
looper encouraging him to co-spon-
sor S. 356, the Secure Rural Schools
(SRS) Reauthorization Act of 2025.

The letter was approved as part of
the meeting’s consent agenda.

Earlier in the day, Commissioner
Warren Brown explained that SRS
monies come from federal lands that
the county cannot collect taxes on.

Accordingto the letter, the current
SRS s expired and, as of Jan. 21, “for-
est counties will not receive critical
SRS payments in spring”

The letter also notes the last time
SRSlapsed in 2016, federal forest pay-
ments to counties decreased by more
than 80 percent on average.

For context, the letter indicates
that SRS payments to Routt County
school districts in 2024 totaled ap-
proximately $101,180.

Brown also explained that the SRS
is tied to the payment in lieu of
taxes (PILT) program, indicating that
M See Funding A8

Opinion A2
Letters A3
Obituaries A5
Nancy Burke
Bradly Alan Mael
Bruce B. Stuart
Business A6

Building Business Excellence
Conference set for April 29

Sports 11
Pirates log seven firsts
at Bayfield meet

' "

Index

Outdoors A13
Community outdoor recreation
survey open
PREVIEW
Live Performers 2
PREVIEW Calendar 17

6"%49241"83181'"5

County looks at
community meetings
for new admin building

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Archuleta County Board of
County Commissioners (BoCC) is
looking to organize public meetings
to provide the community with more
information on plans and associ-
ated costs for the new administration
building to be built at 2901 Corner-
stone Drive.

The BoCC discussed the matter
during a work session on Tuesday,
April 1, with County Manager Jack
Harper stating that staff is looking for
some direction on what the commis-
sioners are wanting, “so we can get
those set to begin moving forward.”

Commissioner John Ranson stat-
ed that he’d like to have a meeting
take place before the county gets too
far into planning.

Harper indicated that he has a

Photo courtesy Colorado Department of Transportation

Concrete barrier placement and milling the asphalt in the work zone on U.S. 160 has been completed.
For more information on the current and upcoming work on the project, see page A3.

meeting scheduled this week for the
purpose of coming up with building
plans and costs.

Harper also encouraged having a
similar format to the meetings held
in regard to possible properties the
BoCC was considering before decid-
ing on the Cornerstone property.

In response to Harper, Commis-
sioner Warren Brown stated that'd
like to see at least two public meet-
ings take place no later than the last
BoCC meeting in May.

“We need to get on this,” he said,
explaining that he’d like the chance
to hear direct public input.

Brown also noted that the county
is up against timetables, referring to
the lease at the old county building
located at 449 San Juan St., which is
now owned by Ronnie Urbanczyk.

Brown mentioned that the county
M See Meetings A8

Special districts
cancel elections,
candidates
declared elected

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Upper San Juan Health Ser-
vice District, which operates Pagosa
Springs Medical Center, is one of
several local districts to cancel its
May 6 election and deem candidates
elected due to not having more can-
didates than positions available.

The district had six positions avail-
able — four four-year terms and two
two-year terms.

Current board directors declared
elected for another term are Kate
Alfred for a four-year term ending in
May 2029, Mark Floyd for a two-year
term ending in May 2027 and Kathy
Campbell for a two-year term ending
in May 2027.

Joining the board for four year-
terms lasting until May 2029 are Wayne
Hooper, Erik Foss and Ashley Wilson.

Pagosa Fire Protection
District

The Pagosa Fire Protection District
canceled its spring election due to a
lack of candidates, with individuals
anticipated to be appointed to fill the
vacant offices.

Aspen Springs Metro
District

The Aspen Springs Metro District
also had no more candidates than
director positions available and can-
celed its May 6 election.

Chris deVries and Eric Freuden-
berger were each elected for four-year
terms.

San Juan River Village
Metropolitan District
M See Elections A8

BoCC discusses process for hiring new county attorney

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Archuleta County Board of
County Commissioners (BoCC)
discussed the possibility of hiring
a headhunter to assist in filling the
county attorney position during a
work session held Tuesday, April 1.

The current county attorney, Todd
Weaver, submitted a resignation letter
on March 20, with the letter stating
that his last day of employment will
be April 9.

County Manager Jack Harper ex-
plained that “staff is just looking for

direction from the commissioners
on how you'd like the recruitment
process to go.”

Commissioner Warren Brown
indicated that he could be in support
of using a service to assistin finding a
candidate, “inlight of the importance
of the position,” he said.

Brown noted that he is aware of
the associated costs, but stated the
county may end up saving money.

“The last thing I want to do is for
us to hire a attorney who'’s here for
one year and then gone,” Brown said,
adding that there isno way to guaran-
tee that won’t happen, but expressed

theimportance of finding a candidate
that has “genuine interest and the
financial resources to be here.”

Brown went on to note the county
is advertising online and locally for
the position.

“I'm not sure if that’s where the
greatest draw for that talent could
come from,” he said, mentioning that
he’s “not married” to the idea of using
a hiring service.

Commissioner Veronica Medina
commented that she consulted with
Human Resources (HR) Director
Mitzi Bowman, who indicated that
the cost of hiring a recruiter in the

past ranged from $20,000 to $25,000.

Medina also commented that the
county needs someone that knows
government and Colorado law, not-
ing that some candidates may have
issues with the reciprocity of their li-
censes transferring from other states.

“So, I don’t know if it'd be in our
best interest,” she said, also noting
that she doesn’t “hate” the idea.

Medina then mentioned that the
assistant county attorney position
job posting needs to be taken down
until a new county attorney is hired,
suggesting the county mayneed to re-
M See Attorney A8
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Our VIEW

Opinions are like belly buttons

Opinions, they say, are like belly but-
tons. Everyone has one, but that doesn’t
mean they're useful, and they don’t all
look the same.

We've heard from a few people lately
who are unhappy with The SUN’s letters to
the editor, primarily because the majority
of the letters don’t align with their personal
beliefs or politics.

While we occasionally hear from people
unhappy with an aspect of The SUN’s
contents they don’t agree with, reactions
to the letters to the editor have picked up
pace lately, just like reactions to national
happenings are increasing in the letters.

To those who have reached out: We're
sorry you're unhappy with what you're
seeing, and we thank you for your input.

But, don’t stop at being unhappy, telling
us about it and deciding you may not pick
up another copy of The SUN.

If you're unhappy with it, help change
it. Send us a letter with your point of view;
add your thoughts and experiences to the
conversation. We've all lived through dif-
ferent experiences, and have somewhat
different knowledge bases and skills. That’s

From the April 2, 1970, Pagosa SUN — HEAVY SNOW — The chain station at the west side of Wolf Creek Pass was a busy

not a weakness; that’s a strength.

The SUN values and welcomes diversity
of opinion and aims to provide an open
forum for discussion of issues that are
important to those in our community and
who care about our community.

We don’t need to be mad that others
have different opinions than us, and we
don’t need to stick our heads in the sand
or our fingers in our ears to avoid hear-
ing them. Instead, we should be willing
to understand how others feel. We might
learn something, or we might just agree to
disagree but have alittle more understand-
ing about how they feel.

Ifyou decide to share a letter to the edi-
tor, be sure to follow a few guidelines so that
we can print it:

Letters must be 500 words or fewer.
Everyone is held to the same standard.

Your letter must include your actual first
and last name. No anonymous letters will
be accepted.

Submit your letter with your phone num-
ber and your address. While we won't print
this information, it allows for verification and
away to contact you if we have a question.

L.oOKING BACK

Letters must be submitted by noon on
Tuesday for that Thursday’s issue of The
SUN. Letters should be sent to editor@
pagosasun.com or submitted via www.
PagosaSUN.com. When emailing letters,
please make the subject line “letter to the
editor” to ensure we don’tlose itamong the
seemingly endless spam and other emails
we get. Please submititin a format that can
be copied and pasted.

Letters are limited to two per month per
letter writer. If necessary, only one letter
pertaining to a candidate or political issue
will be printed in each edition up to three
weeks prior to the election.

Letters quoting other people must con-
tain proper attribution.

Letters in the form of poetry will not be
accepted.

Letters that are libelous or in poor taste,
or that attack a private citizen or business,
will not be published.

Also, as a reminder, there is no guaran-
tee letters will be published. The SUN
generally does not edit letters, but reserves
the right to do so.

Randi Pierce

place this week. At almost any time several vehicles were parked there. Drivers put on chains and the trucks prepare for the
snowy trip over Wolf Creek Pass. Truckers seldom complain about the chain requirement. Their experience shows that chains

do pay off.
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Weather
data

Date HighLow  Precipitation

Depth Type Moisture
318 69 27 NA NA NA
319 68 28 NA NA NA
320 67 28 NA NA NA
321 61 29 NA NA NA
322 51 26 NA NA NA
323 46 24 NA NA NA

324 55 20 NA NA NA

READY
FORSOME
SPRING
WEATHER?

LEGACIES

By Shari Pierce

100 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
April 3, 1925

Upon complaint made by a neighbor’s
wife, Sheriff Geo. A. Dutton, Undersheriff
John H. Lattin, and Deputies Wm. Mc-
Comas, Price Kenney and C.P. McKinley
journeyed to a ranch home a few miles
southeast of town Wednesday morning.
They were armed with a search warrant
and were in quest of illicit liquor.

Their efforts were immediately re-
warded, the occupant himself escorting the
officers to the second-story of the house,
where a still was in operation at the time.
Besides the still, about one gallon of liquor
and considerable mash were confiscated
and brought to town, together with the
offender.

Charges were preferred in Justice J.T.
Morgan’s court and a hearing held the
same afternoon, the defendant pleading
guilty to the charges of illegal possession
of the mash and illicit liquor, and a still for
the purpose of manufacture for sale. He
was fined $100 and costs and sentenced to
thirty days in the countyjail, the minimum
sentence for the offenses committed.

Owing to the extenuating financial and
physical circumstances of the defendant,
Justice Morgan suspended the jail sentence
pending good behavior, and friends have
come to the rescue of the accused, pay-
ing the fine and costs in full. The still and
liquor have been destroyed under order
of the court.

75 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
March 31, 1950

At a meeting on Monday night of the
new School District 50 Board, Mrs. Wynona
C. Eaklor was named president, Wayne
Farrow as treasurer and Talbot Rudolph as
secretary. The new board will be the gov-
erning board for all schools in Archuleta
County and the Upper Piedra section of
Hinsdale County. Excepted will be the
small district just west of Yellow Jacket Pass
and the Arboles district.

At their initial meeting the new school
board announced that they would take
over the active management of all schools
in the district and asked that the secretar-
ies of the old districts turn their records in
to the County Superintendent of Schools
prior to Monday, April 3.

The local district is one of the first dis-
tricts to complete reorganization under the
reorganization bill and will be faced with
many difficult problems in its initial year.

50 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
April 3, 1975

Itwas good news to the community last
week that the opening of San Juan Lumber
Co!s local mill would be soon. It was not
only good news that the mill will open but
the background information showing that
San Juan Lumber Co. is making an effort,
and a big one, to make the mill a better
operation was most welcome.

Certainly the company is demonstrating
its desire to make the mill more efficient,
more of an asset to the community, and
an even bigger force in the economy of
the community. The improvements being
made there are ample demonstrations of
the desire to better the mill operations.

While the opening date does depend
on weather and other conditions just the
fact that it will open in the not too distant
future has raised the spirits of those in the
community. This has been a bad time for
the local economy. The payroll at San Juan
is the bread and butter for many of the
working people in this area.

Localresidents can now look forward to
an upswing in employment, the economy
in general, and continued operation of San
Juan’s local mill.

25 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
March 30, 2000

The sale of $2.95 million in revenue
bonds by the Pagosa Area Water and Sani-
tation District was closed March 23.

Proceeds from the sale will be used
to renovate and enlarge the Vista sewage
treatment plant which serves most of the
Fairfield Pagosa subdivisions.

“I believe the 5.45 percent interest rate
we received on the bonds is very favorable,”
said Carrie S. Campbell, general manager
of the water and sewer facility.

Engineering for the projectis expected to
require most of the coming summer, Camp-
bell said. Consequently, construction is not
likely to begin before fall. Even though it is
the subject of the renovation, the existing
plant will continue to serve as before.

The proposed scope of work will update
the existing plant, replace worn parts, and
enlarge the plant’s ability to cope with de-
mands for several years to come.
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Letters

Letters to the Editor are print-
ed as received and are not edited
for grammar or punctuation, but
may have been edited for content
or style.

Letters to the Editor are opin-
ions and information in them
has not been verified for ac-
curacy.

The opinions of letter writers
do not necessarily represent those
of the paper.

Pagosa West

Dear Editor:

Pagosa Springs’ chief assets are
the gorgeous mountains, lush for-
ests, unique hot springs, and small
town character. People attending
the March 25 hearing regarding the
“Pagosa West” proposed develop-
mentmade this abundantly clear and
I'think the community at large would
echo this sentiment. Many of those
commenting indicated they had left
dime a dozen towns with rundown
suburban franchise strips precisely to
surround themselves with the natural
beauty and calm Southwest Colorado
is known for.

Rather than follow headlong into
the standard suburban strip model
that seems inevitably to turn “seedy”
over time, I think Pagosa Springs
should think carefully about preserv-
ing the qualities that make it unique,
beautiful, and ensures a comfortable,
peaceful, quality of life.

No development will succeed if
the businesses brought in are not
desired or supported by the residents.
Destroying beautiful natural beauty
(think mature trees) to accomplish
this can cancel the very qualities that
attract new residents to the town,
draw tourists to visit and spend, and
maintain property values.

Planting trees and incorporating
landscaping will not ensure an at-
tractive community if these en-
hancements are not maintained.
Consider the developments already
approved and in place (Country
Center, Walmart, Cornerstone) where
the trees and plantings have died, the
sidewalks heaved, the roads filled
with potholes, dirt and gravel accu-
mulated on the walkways, and junk
left along the roadsides. Town man-
agement must take an active role in
ensuring what’s put in stays beautiful.

Existing businesses along High-
way 160 that clutter adjacent land
with junk, debris, and unnecessarily
chock-a-block messes do nothing
to attract new residents, visitors, or
quality businesses. Once an area
becomes rundown and ugly, no one
wants to come in, rip it out, and put
something better in. They would
rather move to the perimeter of
town, bulldoze everything, and put
in cheap, high-profit, development
that leads to an “everytown” look
that everyone came here to avoid.
Thus sprawl. We have to think beyond
what looks good short term and aim
instead for the beauty, character, and
preservation that results in a town
that people take pride in long after
the developers have left town.

A development may start out as
private property, but the end result
belongs to the community. It is OUR
TOWN and the people should have
a voice in saying how they want the
town to develop taking a long view

River Valley, Durango, Alamosa,
Saguache, Telluride, Cortez, Gunni-
son, Montrose, Salida, Buena Vista,
Westcliff, Paonia, Canyon City, Ed-
wards, Bailey, Fairplay, Grand Junc-
tion, Glenwood Springs, Colorado
Springs, , Denver, Boulder, Steamboat
Springs, Lyons, Longmont, Loveland,
Fort Collins.

The Colorado events are part of
more than 600 events planned across
all 50 states, Washington, D.C., and
multiple international cities. The
organizations creating this opposi-
tion movement, to name only a few,
include 50501, Equality, Hands OFF,
Indivisible; Third Act; Political Revo-
lution, No Voice Unheard, Voices of
Florida, Build Resistance, People’s
Veto Day, Women’s March, etc.

Domestically, the actions of the
administration and Republican leg-
islators to gut essential program like
healthcare, Social Security, public
education, environmental protec-
tions and civil rights protections have
sparked nationwide outrage which
has found expression in many forms
in addition to the marches - rallies,
town halls, and digital and telephone
campaigns.

The Crowd Counting Consortium
reported over 2,085 protests nation-
wide in February 2025, a sharp rise
from the 937 recorded in February
2017 during the first Trump admin-
istration. During a recent week-long
congressional recess, more than 500
events were held across the country,
often in districts where elected of-
ficials avoided meeting constituents
or had to deal with outrage.

Internationally, in London, for
example, demonstrators from around
the world will gather in Trafalgar
Square from 3 to 5 pm motivated by
the administration’s stated inten-
tions to annex Canada, and take over
Greenland and the Panama Canal.

Across all locations and different
types of protest organized by a myriad
of different organizations focusing on
unique objections - the one unify-
ing message is that protest shall be
peaceful. Organizers realize the im-
portance of not providing reason for
authorities to exert force and dismiss
the protests as “terrorist” activities.
The clear message is that the people
are making their outrage known,
peacefully.

Pauline Benetti

Fire hydrants
Dear Editor:

Initially, much was uncovered
concerning the complete lack of
knowledge as to whether the 1,140
PAWDS fire hydrants are working.
Now, based on the Pagosa Sun news-
paper story of last week, nothing that
indicates the dire need to test and
repair the hydrants NOW has hap-
pened. The Pagosa Sun reported the
week before that 6 to 12 hydrants a
year are tested, now PAWDS is com-
mitting to 10 to 20% testing a year
- that’s 100 to 200 approximately a
year which will take 5 or more years
to finish. No information has been
provided at all that speaks to the need
to repair them if they are not work-
ing or working properly. Checking
does not mean there will be water
coming out of the hydrants if there

A Letters
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is a wildfire. Only repairing does.
We are in a dire state outside with a
minimal snow pack this winter and
temperatures this week to be 15 to
20% warmer than normal. The first
lighting storm will show just how
bad it is. We cannot wait 5 or more
years to know that the fire hydrants
have been checked and repaired if
needed. This is a critical need no one
is really addressing. We cannot even
figure out who is responsible for or
owns the hydrants. So, are we going
to continue just talking about it or get
this job done? This is our local gov-
ernment and authorities completely
stuck, not making the hard decisions
of what needs to be done.

My ask for PLPOA help - I am
guessing most of the hydrants are
within the 27 subdivisions of the
PLPOA. I suggest that the same hard
work, time, staffing, funding and
commitment shown to build a gym
be redirected to having the PLPOA
staff immediately learn how to test
all of the hydrants so repairs can
begin immediately. I believe PLPOA
residents have the most to lose if the
hydrants do not work. I also believe
that there are long-time, committed,
outstanding PLPOA staff that can do
this work. Then, who is responsible
for the repairs?

Let’s not be another small western
town that burns up because we
did not do everything we could to
prevent that from happening. Test
all hydrants in 30 days and repair in
another 30 days is what is needed
and even that may be well into our
fire season.

Thank you,
Beverly Compton
Not the time
Dear Editor:

As with anything in life, timing is
everything and with the economic
climate and the devastating wildfires
that have occurred in Maui (2023)
and most recently in Southern Cali-
fornia, this is not the time to develop
the propertylocated on Highway 160.

The United States imports con-
struction materials from Canada,
Mexico, China, India, Japan, Ger-
many and South Korea. The major
US suppliers are Canada, Mexico
and China.

Pursuant to the National Associa-
tion of Home Builders, in 2024 the
United States imported nearly 72% of
M See Letters A4

U.S. 160 reconstruction
information

Week of April 7-12

Important safety reminder

For the safety of the traveling public, unauthor-
ized drone flights are prohibited over state highway
property. Operating a drone over a highway right
of way requires a Colorado Department of Trans-
portation permit. Additionally, the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) has strict regulations for pilots
operating drones over people and moving vehicles:
www.faa.gov/uas/commercial_operators/opera-
tions_over_people.

Work activity

o Pedestrian fencing will be installed to keep
people from walking through the work zone. This is
to provide a safer experience for both pedestrians
and the project team in and around the construc-
tion zone.

¢ The 2nd and 4th street intersections on the north
side of U.S. 160 will remain closed until utility and
drainage work is complete. The pedestrian crosswalk
to cross U.S. 160 (Pagosa Street) at 2nd Street is cur-
rently open.

¢ Pedestrian crosswalks will be open at 1st, 3rd
and 4th streets. Mid-block crossings between 4th
and 5th will be closed, but the crosswalk at 5th Street
will remain open.

« Utility potholing (small, drilled holes to locate
utilities) continues in the work zone.

¢ No night work is currently scheduled. It’s antici-
pated to begin again after April 19.

e Mountain Express Transit shared this important
information about bus stops: The River Center stop
#18 has moved to 1st Street and U.S. 160 in front of
the museum. Bus stop #19, 2nd Street and U.S. 160,
has moved to 2nd Street and Lewis Street.

Upcoming work

« Removal of existing sidewalk, and curb and gut-
ter on the north side.

¢ Access to local businesses will be maintained
throughout this operation and businesses will be
notified of work taking place around their location.

Please be alert when you are traveling through
the new traffic configuration or visiting the down-
town businesses as heavy equipment will be fre-
quently moving throughout the project limits.

Safety tips for pedestrians

o Watch where you are going. Do not enter the
work zone or climb over work zone safety barriers.

Construction work may be fascinating, but always
prioritize navigating the work zone as safely as you
can.

« Pay attention to posted signs in the project area
and follow all workers’ instructions. Cross streets at
open crosswalks or intersections; walk on sidewalks
whenever they are available.

« Be alert for moving construction vehicles and
other unexpected hazards, which often move sud-
denly and quickly. Stay off your phone when crossing
the street or walking near the work zone.

« Look out for traffic before crossing the street
make eye contact with drivers so you know they
see you.

Safety tips for drivers

e Look out for pedestrians and bicyclists every-
where, at all times, and especially in areas near
schools, parks, shopping areas and transit stops.

« Slow down as you approach the work zone. Give
workers extra room and be prepared to stop.

« Stop before a crosswalk, not in it.

« The traffic signals are operational and must be
obeyed.

« Putyour cellphone down. Never drive impaired.

Traffic impacts

» Motorists could expect up to 15-minute delays
atvarious times through the work zone as equipment
may need to be moved. There will be two-way traffic
flowing in the eastbound lanes of U.S. 160 through
the first season of operations.

« 10-foot width and 75-foot length restrictions will
remain in place 24/7 through Dec. 1.

e During inclement weather, project engineers
will assess the roadway and work location to make
determinations on work continuing depending on
safety concerns for workers and commuters.

e Working hours are Monday through Saturday,
7 a.m. to 6 p.m., and subject to change.

Stay informed and connect with the
project

« Call the projectinformation line: (970) 335-9230.

« Email the project team: Pagosal60reconstruc-
tion@gmail.com.

« Visit the project website: www.codot.gov/proj-
ects/us160pagosasprings.

 Subscribe to project updates: subscription.
cotrip.org.

Information provided by Colorado Department of Transportation

www.PagosaSUN.com

SUPPLY

Pagosa Springs, CO

SALE
$5.80

ACE REWARDS
-3080 EXCLUSIVE*

$500

Miracle-Gro® All
Purpose Garden
Soil, 1 Cu. Ft.
7102692

Limit 60 at this price.

YOUR CHOICE

SALE
$4.93

ACE REWARDS
-3160 AT USIvE

$333

each

(st 3/$Q99*
NATUN

Scotts® Nature
Scapes® Color
Enhanced Mulch,
2 Cu. Ft.

7394695, 7394703, 7394711
Limit 60 each at this price.

ACE REWARDS

27199 =S5 EReLUSIvE:

SALE

ACE REWARDS —
$36.99 _34

EXCLUSIVE*

$799.99

Clark 7 Pc. Dining Set

« Includes table, 2 swivel chairs, 4 stationary chairs
« Durable steel frames

8090127

9' Tiltable Patio Umbrella,

8090175...SALE $139.99

SALE _ssoACE REWARDS

EXCLUSIVE*

. "
both to preserve its present beauty f) ’f E
and longevity into the future. readers. . @ 2
Evelyn Ausen ; Roundup® Dual Action Weed  gyucmme v |
Please submit your letter Roundup® Ready-to-Use & Grass Killer Plus 4 Month & oo .
Nati 1D f electronically in a format that Weed & Grass Killer, 1 Gal. Preventer, 1 Gal. %‘ pfeltutelology 2O YETI
atlona ay 0 . 7028605 Limit 5 at this price. 7016356 Limit 5 at this price. S each
. can be copied and pasted to Concentrate, 35.2 Oz, 7029018...SALE $2 499 VETI® Rambler® 20 Oz, Stackable
A.Ctlon : . $29.99 - 85.00 Ace Rewards Exclusive,* each Cup with MagSlider- Lid
_ editor@pagosasun.com or via You Pay ©24.99. Limit 5 at this price. Deluxe Resin poredelors,
Dear Editor: the form at www.PagosaSUN. — ACE REWARDS Aok chait Rambler 160 SiackbleCup it Magldr .
. . * 106597, 8106598, 8106599,
Saturday, April 5th Pagosa Springs com. Letters must not be in all EXCLUSIVE 06600 5106602 106603
will see a mobilization of resistance i SAVE §105607
capitals.
to the current administration’s over- P § q INSTANTLY
. . ® @
reach and disregard for the sepa- | All letters must: m}”ﬂ E g%()st}?b EZ Seed®,
ration of powers fundamental to « be 500 words or less = 7206428, 7229412
o Limit 5 each.

the structure of our government.
Supporters will gather at the Com-
munity Garden in Centennial Park
at noon and will begin the sidewalk
march at the corner of 6th Street and
Highway 160 turning east to loop
through downtown and Town Park
to return to Centennial Park. Parking
is available at both the gathering and
starting points.

Organizers invite sympathizers to
show up with signs of their own de-
sign expressing their own individual
objections to the current administra-
tion’s policies whether health care,
women'’s rights, trans rights, public
land, veterans, etc. Unity is consid-
ered critical to achieving the triad
goals - Remove - corrupt politicians;
Reverse - the damage; Reclaim - our
Democracy. Bull horns and other
noise producing equipment is en-
couraged and there will be signs

each edition up to three weeks prior
available for those who do not have to the election.
one.

The SUN generally does not edit ‘ E
Thislocal demonstrationis partof | letters, but reserves the right to do ‘

e include the actual first and last
name of the author

wr 4
SRS s 13

s include the author’s address and
daytime phone number

« be received by The SUN by noon
on Tuesday (deadline may move
up due to a holiday)

Toro® Recycler® Self-P: 1led
High Wheel Gas Mower

* 22" steel cutting deck

+ 150cc engine

« Mulch, side discharge (optional) or bag

« No oil changes needed — just check and top off
+ 3-year guaranteed-to-start engine warranty
7026286

ACE REWARDS $
EXCLUSIVE'
INSTANTLY

CRAFTSMAN® 21" Variable-
Speed Self-Propelled High
‘Wheel FWD Gas Mower
7040527

21" Variable-Speed Self-Propelled FWD Gas
Mower, 7040526... Ace Rewards Exclusive®,
SAVE 930.00 INSTANTLY.

21" Variable-Speed Self-Propelled
Gas Mower, 7040525...Ace Rewards
Exclusive*, SAVE $20.00 INSTANTLY.

Letters will be limited to two per
month per letter writer.

Letters quoting other people must
contain proper attribution.

There is no guarantee letters will be
published.

Poetry, anonymous letters, letters
that are libelous or in poor taste,
or that attack a private citizen or
business will not be published.

PJ Outdoor Polywood,
in stock

High quality « Lots of colors

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined

with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

525 Navajo Trail Drive - 731-4022
Mon-Fri 7:30-6 « Sat 8-5 « Sun 9-4

If necessary, only one letter
pertaining to a candidate or
political issue will be printed in

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
a well-orchestrated Colorado-wide so. Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

movement that will include Pine

Hardware
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M Continued from A3

its wood products from Canada and
74% of its lime and gypsum products
from Mexico, both essential materials
in construction. China supplies steel
and aluminum, as well as other raw
materials.

Robert Dietz, Chief Economist for
the National Association of Home
Builders, estimates the new tariffs
imposed by President Trump could
increase builders’ costs anywhere
from $7,500 to $10,000 per home.

The overall effect of these tariffs on
construction is an increase in the
project budget, delays, cancellations
and overruns.

In 2023, the Maui wildfires de-
stroyed more than 2,200 structures.
Damages are estimated at $5.5 billion
and rebuilding has barely begun.

More recently, it is estimated that
the wildfires in Southern California
caused structural damage to 20,000
properties. Damages are estimated
at $28 to $54 billion.

Where do you think the construc-
tion materials are most needed?

It is only my opinion but with the
current economic environment and
construction materials needed else-
where, the citizens of Pagosa Springs
would be setting course for the
“Perfect Storm,” that the developer
will walk away and leave the project
unfinished and the natural beauty of
the property destroyed.

I'would ask the City Council mem-
bers to seriously consider holding a
special election to allow the citizens
of Pagosa Springs to vote on this de-
velopment.

Patricia Cooney

LPEA power deal

Dear Editor:

LPEA’s CEO says the co-op is set
to leave Tri-State and has signed a
new power deal with Mercuria. That
might sound exciting, but as one of
the 44,000 members who own this
co-op, I'm left wondering: what does
this really mean for us?

We're a year away from a $209
million buyout, but we haven’t seen
the plan to pay for it. Will we take out
a bigloan? For how long? What hap-
pens if we can’t pay it back - do we
lose ownership of our equipment, like
substations or buildings? And here’s
the kicker: even after paying off Tri-
State, we'll still buy 40% of our power
from them. That doesn’t feel like the
freedom we're being promised.

Then there’s the Mercuria deal.
What'’s in it? How much will we pay?
Is it truly clean energy? What if they
can’t deliver? We don’t even know if
they have the resources to back it up.
There is much we don’t know and
LPEA remains largely close-lipped.

As a co-op, LPEA is supposed to
be about us - its member/owners -
working together. But keeping us in
the dark about this huge decision
goes against what a co-op stands for.
We’re not just customers; we’re own-
ers. We deserve straight answers, not
vague promises. LPEA needs to share
the contract details, the financial
plan, and the risks - openly and soon
- meanwhile, it appears we're stuck
with something we didn’t agree to.

David Cuyler

Disrespect
Dear Editor:

After reading last week’s BoCC
articleI came away with the troubling
sense of male disrespect being dis-
played against Chair Veronica by the
two remaining-season males of that

Panel that now apparently are siding
against her.

So Vice Chair usurped Chair in a
great big hurry demonstrating his oft
repeated mantra now sole negotiator
of a pastgoodwill sentiment he holds
of charging a lesser price in that IGA
agreement recently, obstinately with-
out taking into account the current
higher cost of living in our county.
Without regard to Parliamentary
procedure and in secret between he
and the new male member of the
panel without Veronica present that
(later) anxiously voiced wanting to
have been a part of the vote after
having recusing herself once again,
for something else, trying to cross all
her T’s probably, forcing voiceless
Chair to conceding to Vice Chair
machinations.

In the same article the new swol-
len with importance co-conspirer,
wherein had voiced his conviction
that ‘two million for a five acre piece
was a good price investment for the
County in buying a space for the
Administration building. All this
after his own admission of being a
previous excellent prosperous Real-
tor here but without prejudice to the
proceeding, yet wasn’t that the very
thing similar to what Veronica was so
wrongly accused of?

Our people in office owe to self
and this community to be the voice
of reason shore up bolster reinforce
support and to stay abreast of and
secure the best low price not the best
high price, of any property for our
community and like town council
did agreeing to pay for a same five
acre piece downtown east complete
with an operative building for seven
hundred and fifty thousand.

Ranson apparently thinking to use
The Deep pockets of the county to
off-the-cuff-pay exorbitant amounts
never before heard of here except for
the exorbitant wage of any new comer
administrators post here lately but
that for too low a wage lost the County
attorney, (that narrative was in the
same article).

Let fairness prevail. Let the Chair
sister gain her bearings already!
Reeling from all the previous chicken
pecking’s.

A woman that in my opinion has
previously represented her BoCC
post rather well and proven herself
the better person for this community
that she adopted as her own, Chair
Veronica been dodging lots of ar-
rows lately, trying to remain pretty,
upbeat unscathed and politically cor-
rect amidst the rubble of crumbling
concrete around her that must surely
feellike she’s in a white outand being
buried alive in a snow storm...with a
lot of yellow in it!

Those dudes need to back off,
themselves seemingly afloat without
a paddle and falling apart in all their
own importance.

Serious stress can affect a woman
getting pecked at all the time but what
is the male excuse, ineptitude? And
their male bullying is only making
it worse. Back off already locos. As
Chair, Veronica leads that brother-
hood, wait your turn like you agreed.

Carmen Ferguson

Where do things

stand now?

Dear Editor:

Many American voters took a
chance on Donald Trump last No-
vember, assuming he would be good
for the economy and lulled by his
promises to protect Social Security

Town to hold meeting on updated
cemetery rules and regulations

Town of Pagosa Springs

The Town of Pagosa Springs is
seeking public input regarding pro-
posed updated rules and regulations
for the operation of Hilltop Cemetery
on April 7 from 5:30 to 6: 30 p.m. in the
Town Hall Council Chambers.

MEALGDEALS

A copy of the current rules can be
found at the town website, www.
pagosasprings.co.gov.

At the same meeting, town staff
will provide a briefing regarding
the annual cleanup of the cemetery
to take place from May 19 through
June 2.

*Price excludes tax. Terms and conditions apply.
See store for details.

Scan the QR code to

and reject Project 2025.

Where do things stand now?

Gas and egg prices are still high.
Inflation is heading up, and con-
sumer confidence is down. The stock
market is volatile, building stress
instead of investment savings. Tariffs
will push car prices up - Trump said
he “couldn’t care less.” Watch for
unemployment to rise, the combined
effect of federal firings and effects of
funding freezes and cuts throughout
the broader economy.

Social Security: Musk managed to
getsome living people dropped from
rolls as being dead. Phone support is
ending. (Old school.) Anyone who
needs help must contact the agency
online or go to a Social Security office,
many of which are being closed. It’s
death by a thousand cuts, which hurt
plenty of seniors but are not an ax to
benefits Trump would have to admit
isa “cut”

Project 2025 is a 900+ page sum-
mary of plans to dismantle the federal
government. Despite disavowing it,
Trump made its architect his Budget
Director. Director Vought and the
Heritage Foundation spent 4 years
writing the executive orders and
blueprints for putting Project 2025 in
motion starting Day One. The barrage
continues.

Trump is running interference. He
appointed ill-equipped billionaires,
TV personalities, and RFK to run
federal executive departments. Ig-
norance of policy and programs
combined with big egos and arro-
gance make it easy for Project 2025
minions to roll over the figureheads.
Even if they cared, they don’t know
enough to ask good questions about
the consequences of orders and the
mechanics of government.

Who would they ask? Trump
started his term by firing department
lawyers who often act as guard-
rails. Trump also fired inspectors
general, the watchdogs who sit in
departments for independent over-
sight. He’s targeted science. Don't
like climate change; slash the budgets
for NOAA and the National Weather
Service.

Trump is a disengaged leader,
which has dangerous consequences.
Read the transcript of his national
security team’s Signal thread. Ask a
veteran if they would have gotten a
pass from discipline for that kind of
leak. Yet, no decisive “You're Fired”
from the boss. Trump told report-
ers he didn’t know if the thread was
classified. Pitiful excuses for incom-
petence.

Congressional Republicans are
letting Project 2025 happen. They’re
in aself-imposed exile from perform-
ing their Constitutional duties for rea-
sons they don’t show up to explain.

That leaves us, we the people, to
stand up for ourselves. It looks like
Trump’s forgotten his votes were for
a strong economy, not trade and cul-
ture wars, his personal vendettas, and
graft for his financial benefactor Elon.

People across the country and
here in Pagosa are gathering this
Saturday to protest policies we didn’t
vote for that are hurting Americans.
Community Garden at Centennial
Park, 12-2 on April 5.

Candace Jones

Not a handout

Dear Editor:

Social security isn’t a handout—
it’s a promise that millions of us
Older Americans have paid into with
every paycheck. This administration
is dismantling an essential program,
closing offices, cutting hotlines, and
spreading misinformation to justify
these attacks. As an elder we deserve
dignity, not broken promises. We
deserve to be heard!

Josie Milan

Community
news.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100

{N}POWER’ PRICING ONLY!

FEED UPTO 4 PEOPLE
AN EASTER OATMEAL BRUNCH

FOR UNDER $16

Valid Through April 19, 2025

Water bill

Dear Editor:

This month, when 1 received my
water bill, I noticed a new ‘surcharge’
for ‘affordable housing water’ that
was not there before. Well, normally
1 pay through the banks, in cash, but
because | felt it necessary to get an
answer, as to what this was about,
1 decided to go to the actual water
company on Lyn Street, and ask them
about it. Unbeknownst to me that this
time, they had a locked gate, and a
‘call button’ So | pushed the button,
and let them know my concerns, and
the woman that originally took the
call, transferred me to another wom-
an, who then explained that the new
surcharge was added by the board of
directors and they took a vote on it,
approved it as a MANDATORY addi-
tion. 1 even went as far as to ask her if
this new ‘surcharge’ was a tax,...and
she said, “No, but it was mandatory...
and voted on by the board”.

Below the bill is a volunteer spot
for the ‘Pagosa Outreach Commu-
nity’...and a spot for you to volun-
teer how much money you’d like to
donate....no problem with that, but
the other one is ‘MANDATORY'..and
included as part of the bill. ... WRONG
II'...and considering all the news, in
regards to unexplained ‘taxes’ that we
are being charged, and to where it’s
going, | thought that this letter would
be appropriate, as to call everyone’s
attention to this flagrant, unilat-
eral decision by a public company
to transfer received money for one
thing and transfer it to something
else, without even telling the people
paying for it..!! and let’s not ‘assume’
that these ‘officials’ of the ‘board of
directors’ are honest people.

Thank you for you reading this,
and putting up with my complaints....
seems that IF people were doing this
before we wouldn’t be hearing all
the stuff we're hearing about in the
‘news, in regards to people just get-
ting used to being ripped off....here
a little and there a little....like not
raising the rate of the taxes, in regards
to property (TABORY}....so, they just
raised the value of the property....or
the jail hat was voted down twice but
still got built, or the funding for the
sidewalk...which was diverted from
the COVID money by the BOCC....
gosh how did that get out..??

Corruption can not be tolerated
for any reason at any level.

Daniel Norton

Come celebrate

More Than Just Signs!

DECALS & WINDOW GRAPHICS
VEHICLE GRAPHICS & WRAPS
STORE FRONTS
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
APPAREL PRINTING

NEON & ELECTRIC SIGN REPAIR

MEMORIAL STONES
LOCATED AT 57 MAJESTIC DR. PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO

.. i . __ _ o D .
Foam Insulation Specialist
Locally Owned « Serving the Four Corners
More than 25 years of safe and proven performance

« Open & closed cell foam

+ Save up to 50% on monthly i.nsulation )
heating and cooling bills + Fiberglass blown-in
« All-in-one insulation and air + Cellulose
barrier « INSULATION REMOVAL
« Helps improve indoor air
quality and comfort CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
- Energy efficient LICENSED & INSURED
- Green built OWNER STAN MADDUX

« Certified healthy (970) 749-5711
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RESTORATION
FELLOWSHIP

YOU'RE INVITED!

Eastery Sunday

Whether you're a longtime member or visiting
for the first time, we'd love to have you with us
as we celebrate the true meaning of Easter.

Date: Sunday, April 20th
Time: 10:00 AM
Location: 264 Village Drive

Bring the whole family for a morning of

worship, hope, and fun! After the service,
children are invited to participate in our
Easter egg hunt. Don't forget your baskets!

WWW.RESTORATIONFELLOWSHIP.NET

EASTER

with us!

9:30am | April 20

at the Pagosa High School Auditorium

Kids Easter Egg Hunt
directly following the service!

and for more information please visit
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to enter the children’s coloring contest
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graceinpagosa.org
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Obituaries

Nancy Burke

Nancy Burke, age 73, passed from
life to heaven on March 26, 2025, after
abattle with Alzheimer’s disease. Her
life was a beau-
tiful example of
loving people of
all races, ages
and beliefs.
She never met
a stranger and
her special love
was children.
Nancy’s smile lit
up a room. She
was a friend to many. She set an ex-
ample of how to live life to the fullest.

Nancy led Operation Christmas
Child (shoe box ministry) for many
years. She also took part in Christian
ministry in Kenya, Uganda and lo-
cally in Native American pueblos.

She was quite an athlete: hiker,
biker, skier, wind surfer, pickleball
player and marathon runner, and
inspired many people of all ages to
participate.

Nancy was married to Edmund
“Buzz” Burke and mother to Colin
Burke. She was one of four sisters:
Cindy, Carolyn, Nancy and Betsy.
She will be greatly missed by all who
knew her.

Bradly Alan Mael

In loving memory:

Bradly Alan Mael wenthome to be
with the Lord on Wednesday, March
12, 2025, surrounded by his wife
Teresa and two sons, Tyler and Dar-
rin Mael.

Brad was born on April 5, 1966, in
Moscow, Idaho, to Ron and Jimmie

'

Kaye Mael. He
was the young-
est of three —
his sisters are
Teri Lea Neu-
mayer and Tra-
ci Bezona.

Brad grew
up in Bovill,
Idaho, and
graduated from
Elk River, Idaho, in 1984. Brad went
on to meet his wife, Teresa, when he
came to Colorado to log on Bandit
Peak Ranch. Brad and Teresa were
married on Dec. 27, 1987, and were
married for 38 years. They moved to
Brad’s hometown and resided there
for 10 years, then together with their
sons they made their way back to
Colorado for the remaining 28 years
of his life.

Brad was an amazing man who
was beyond generous and not afraid
ofhard work, giving his all and best to
whatever was set before him.

Brad followed in his dad’s and
granddad’s footsteps in the logging
industry for many years, then after
moving to Pagosa Springs, Colo., Brad
did small engine repair for several
years. Then Brad was introduced to
building custom homes, which was
one of his greatest passions, working
with timber to create one-of-a-kind
masterpieces.

Brad was skilled at many things
including woodworking, welding,
and working and restoring his Cam-
ero. He loved the outdoors, going
camping, riding the Razor, hiking and
looking for rocks. We all loved to see
who would find the biggest and best.

Brad’s ultimate love was his family

and his grandsons, who he cherished
deeply.

Brad is survived by his wife, Teresa
Mael; and sons Tyler Mael and wife
Courtney Mael and grandchildren
Wyatt and Colter Mael, Darrin and
wife Shelby Mael; mother Jimmie
Kaye Mael; sisters Teri Lea Neumayer
and husband Joe Neumayer, and Traci
Bezona and husband Doug Bezona.

Brad is preceded in death by his
grandparents, Terry and Bea Carlin,
Harold and Mertle Mael, and his dad,
Ronald Mael.

There will be a celebration of life
held in Bovill, Idaho, at the Commu-
nity Center on May 10, 2025, from 1
to 4 p.m.

Bruce B. Stuart

Bruce B. Stuart, 83, of Pagosa
Springs, Colo., passed away peace-
fully athome on March 17 after along
and courageous
battle with can-
cer.

Born on Feb.
21, 1942, in
Glendale, Ca-
lif., to John and
Margaret Stu-
art, Bruce em-
braced life with
asharp mind, a
generous spirit and an adventurous
heart. He is survived by his beloved
wife of 34 years, Carol — affection-
ately known as CiCi — four cherished
grandchildren; five great-grandchil-
dren; and many dear cousins, aunts
and uncles.

Bruce thrived on challenges.
Whether raising a record-breaking
amount for his high school fundrais-

Public Meetings

er, driving his RV across the country
for six years, mastering computer sol-
itaire or pioneering early accounting
software for businesses, he tackled
each endeavor with humor and de-
termination. His keen analytical skills
made him a sought-after consultant,
known for untangling financial and
production issues with ease. He had
aninsatiable curiosity and rarely took
the same road twice.

A man of many passions, Bruce
had a special fondness for the rac-
coons that visited his home — espe-
cially the one that gently took peanuts
from his hand. In Pagosa Springs, he
took on a personal mission to fix the
potholes from McDonald’s to City
Market after Carol’s tire blew out in
one of them, researching solutions
with his signature persistence.

Genealogy was another of Bruce’s
great pursuits. His dedication to un-
covering family history recently led
him to Pennsylvania, where he met
newly discovered cousins and formed
treasured new friendships.

Bruce was deeply committed to
the communities he called home. In
northern California, he served as a
commissioner for the Nevada Theatre
for 21 years, playing a vital role in its
preservation. In Pagosa Springs, he
was proud to be involved with his
HOAs, the Community Development
Corporation and the Pagosa Rotary.
His leadership and contributions left
alasting impact.

Bruce will be profoundly missed
by all who knew him. His influence,
humor and unwavering support will
be remembered for years to come.

A gathering to celebrate his life
will be held later this summer.

The following meetings are subject to
change.

Thursday, April 3

Combined Parks and Recreation
Advisory Board meeting. 5:30
p-m., Town Hall, 551 Hot Springs
Blvd. See town website for partici-
pation information: https://pago-
sasprings.civicweb.net/portal/.

Friday, April 4

Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation
District Board of Directors spe-
cial meeting. 3 p.m., 100 Lyn Ave.
or via Zoom. Visit pawsd.org for
more information.

Tuesday, April 8

Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners work session.
8:30 a.m., Archuleta County ad-
ministration building, commis-
sioners’ meeting room, 398 Lewis
St. View Zoom meeting at: https://
zoom.us/j/91609048375?pwd=dl
FFV0J1cGVKalNHWHFsa2taeGx
tZz09, meeting ID: 916 0904 8375,
passcode: 4141885. For more in-
formation, visit http://archuleta-
county.org/agendacenter.

Archuleta School District Board
of Education meeting. 6 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Middle School, 309
Lewis St. Visit www.mypagosas-
chools.com for more information.

Wednesday, April 9

Archuleta County Fair Board meet-
ing. 6 p.m., CSU Extension office,
344 U.S. 84. For more information,
visit http://archuletacounty.org/
agendacenter.

Thursday, April 10

Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation

District Board of Directors meet-
ing. 5 p.m., 100 Lyn Ave. or via
Zoom. Visit pawsd.org for more
information.

Monday, April 14

San Juan Water Conservancy Dis-
trict meeting. 4 p.m., 46 Eaton
Drive, Suite 5. Visit https://www.
sjwcd.org/ for Zoom option.

Pagosa Springs Town Council and
Archuleta County Board of
County Commissioners work
session. 5 p.m., Town Hall, 551
Hot Springs Blvd. See town web-
site for participation information:
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Tuesday, April 15

Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners work session.
8:30 a.m., Archuleta County ad-
ministration building, commis-
sioners’ meeting room, 398 Lewis
St. View Zoom meeting at: https://
zoom.us/j/91609048375?pwd=dl
FFV0J1cGVKalNHWHFsa2taeGx
tZ2z09, meeting ID: 916 0904 8375,
passcode: 4141885. For more in-
formation, visit http://archuleta-
county.org/agendacenter.

Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners meeting. 1:30
p.m., Archuleta County adminis-
tration building, commissioners’
meeting room, 398 Lewis St. View
Zoom meeting at: https://zoom.
us/j/916090483752pwd=dIFFV0]
1cGVKalNHWHFsa2taeGxtZz09,
meeting ID: 916 0904 8375, pass-
code: 4141885. For more informa-
tion, visit http://archuletacounty.
org/agendacenter.

Pagosa Springs Town Council meet-
ing. 5 p.m., Town Hall, 551 Hot

INTRODUCING

MILE

PATAGONIA AT/PRO

Springs Blvd. See town website
for participation information:
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Wednesday, April 16

Pagosa Peak Open School Board
of Directors meeting. 5 p.m,,
3133 Cornerstone Drive. For more
information, visit: https://pagosa-
peakopenschool.org.

Upper San Juan Library District
meeting. 4 p.m., virtual. The Zoom
link is https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/83398449146 with meeting
ID: 833 9844 9146.

Pagosa Springs Public Arts Com-
mittee meeting. 5 p.m., Town Hall
council chambers, 551 Hot Springs
Blvd. See town website for partici-
pation information: https://pago-
sasprings.civicweb.net/portal/.

Thursday, April 17

Main Street Advisory Board meet-
ing. 3 p.m., Town Hall, 551 Hot
Springs Blvd. See town website
for participation information:
https://pagosasprings.civicweb.
net/portal/.

Friday, April 18

San Juan Headwaters Forest Health
Partnership meeting. 9 a.m.,
Archuleta County administration
building, commissioners’ meeting
room, 398 Lewis St. View on Zoom
using meeting ID 836 9543 6522
and password 146408.

Monday, April 21

Informative.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100

% MILETECH |

TECHNOLOGY

| Y SIDEWALL

An aggressive all-terrain tire that is specifically designed
to conquer any terrain during any condition for any adventure.

(970) 731-3335

505 Piedra Rd.
Open 7-6 Mon. - Thur.

* MILETECH technology for added strength,

impact protection, and enhanced sidewall
* THREE-PEAK MOUNTAIN SNOWFLAKE
» Can handle EXTREME TERRAIN, but provide
a comfortable and quiet ride on highway

» 30-Day Ride Guarantee

» 55K Mile Limited Warranty*

» Road Hazard Program*
*Exclusions apply

Piodra Automotive

24-HOUR TOWING & EMERGENCY ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

Archuleta School District Master
Plan Advisory Committee meet-
ing. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs
Middle School Library, 309 Lewis
St.

Public meeting information should be
sent to editor@pagosasun.com with
“Public Meeting” in the subject line.
The deadline is noon Monday each
week prior to publication for that
week’s issue.

- )
29™ ANNUAL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS {.i-

LENTEN FISH FRY
STARTS MARCH 7

EVERY FRIDAY, MARCH 7 TO APRIL 11TH
TAKE OUT ORDINEIN - 4:00-6:00 PM

POPE JOHN PAUL Il CATHOLIC CHURCH,
353 S. PAGOSA BLVD.

SERVING ONE MEAL OF 2 LARGE
FRIED FISH FILETS, FRENCH
FRIES AND COLESLAW
COST: $15

ACCEPTING CREDIT CARD,
CASH, AND LOCAL CHECKS

AFTER ALL WEEKEND MASSES
AT POPE JOHN PAUL Il CHURCH

Sponsored by The Knights of Columbus Council #7560

( )

Springs Resort =
at Il:_;l.!]epmg\ thegl.odge Atrium

Friday, April 4th
Jason Rose

Saturday, April 5th
Maxwell Miller

Tuesday, April 8th
Dustin Burley

Join us for

Wine Down Wednesday
on April 9th!
(50% off select wines)

323 Hot Springs Blvd. g
800-225-0934
. bagosahotsprings.com y

Your source for community news:

The Pagosa Springs SUN

volunteer firefighter.

immediately.

hike rates higher.

I’'m Alex Boehmer, currently serving on the PAWSD

Board of Directors and running for re-election.
I’'m a 2012 Pagosa Springs High School graduate, husband, father, and former

I'm passionate about protecting your family budget and our water security.

OPPOSE LARGE RATE HIKES

Every dollar of rate hikes must be challenged and justified. This year, as a new Board
member, elected to be Board Treasurer, | opposed a planned 30% sewer rate increase —
and we lowered it to 10%. Not low enough, but a good start.

COMPREHENSIVE FIRE PLAN

STEP ONE: Test every fire hydrant in the district — in cooperation with the County and
Fire District if possible — or by PAWSD alone, if necessary. No excuses. Starting

STEP TWO: Develop a collaborative Fire District, County and PAWSD action plan to
use our reservoirs to directly attack wildland fires threatening our homes. We must plan
for the large fires which threaten entire neighborhoods — and not merely react.

The unjustifiable and reckless Dry Gulch Reservoir is a $400 million disaster which
threatens to impose a $65,000 second mortgage on every Pagosa family and business.
We can triple our water supply by finally connecting the reservoirs we already have, at
less than 1% of that $400 million cost.

Water losses are threatening to get worse as our water infrastructure ages — and
repairing and replacing pipes is expensive. It's time to sell the $10 million Dry Gulch
property and invest that money to fix the leaks. Any other approach to water loss will

FINALLY STOP DRY GULCH

FIX THE LEAKS

Ballots will be mailed in mid-April. If re-elected, | promise to
protect your family budget... and our water future.

Learn more at: www.AlexForPAWSD.com
Paid for by Alex Boehmer
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Building Business Excellence Conference set for April 29

By Mary Jo Coulehan
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of
Commerce

Are you trying to start a business,
get more exposure to your business
or expand your business? This confer-
ence is for you.

Are you trying to find financing to
accomplish any of these actions? This
conference is for you.

Have you thought of selling your
business? This conference is for you.

Would you like to work smarter
using software that could help you
with scheduling appointments on-
line, using Al in a variety of applica-
tions, using a payroll system that
meets your small business needs
better, using software to help you
with your social media needs? This
conference is for you.

Why are you doing what you're
doing or working in the job you are
working at? How do you take a confi-
dentleadership role? This conference

Town, county discuss tourism board roles, terms and responsibilities

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs Town Council
and Archuleta County Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners (BoCC) recently
discussed the roles and responsibili-
ties of the Pagosa Springs Area Tour-
ism Board, along with board member
term lengths.

“Before we start on this topic, I
want to make it very clear to everyone
that thisis me,” Pagosa Springs Mayor
Shari Pierce stated, explaining that
the discussion was not due to any
complaints about board members
or the executive director of tourism,
Jennifer Green.

She added, “This is me wanting to
review the [intergovernmental agree-
ment] and make sure that its func-
tioning in a good manner.”

Pierce noted that the intergovern-
mental agreement (IGA) between the
town and countywas updated abouta
year ago and asked for feedback from
other council and BoCC members,
noting that she and Commissioner
Veronica Medina “had a conversa-
tion” with thoughts and ideas about
how to update the IGA to “make it a
little more clear”

Commissioner John Ranson, the
current BoCC representative on
the tourism board, explained that
through the three meetings he has
been a part of, “It seems to be, in my
opinion, working well,” with no “glar-
ing” issues, adding that it is a “very
thoughtful group” with members who
are in tune with what'’s going on in the
community.

Council member Gary Williams is
the town’s representative on the tour-
ism board and explained that board
members have expressed interest in
having longer terms. He noted that
terms are currently two years, and
that some board members feel that
isn’tenough time to be as helpful with
ittaking ayear orlonger to get fully up
to speed on how the board operates.

Williams suggested that board
members may want to extend terms
from two years to three or possibly
four years.

Williams also noted a section of
the IGA that states that the tourism
director is to report to the board,
which is supervised by the town
manager, stating that “seems kind of
unusual,” given the board is a citizen
advisory group.

“That’s areally good point,” Pierce
stated.

Council member Madeline Ber-

is for you.

Yes, this conference is for anybody
in business. You will walk away with
valuable tools for self-improvement
and better business savvy.

On April 29 from 1 to 6 p.m., the
Chamber will bring to Pagosa Springs
a half-day conference to help you
gain confidence, leadership skills
and business knowledge, all while
interacting with other business own-
ers and leaders. The conference will
be held at the Pagosa Lakes Property
Owners Association Clubhouse.

It will kick off with keynote speak-
er Dale Wilsher, author of “Your Au-
thentic Personality” and other books.
Wilsher is a well-respected and
motivational speaker who focuses on
successful professional development.

Attendees will appreciate her use
ofhumor and real-life stories to drive
home her point of utilizing authentic
leadership skills.

The next few hours of the confer-
ence will be divided into two two-

gon indicated that she would be in
support of tourism board members
having three- or four-year terms.

“Iknow that they're alot of people
that want to be involved in this
board,” Commissioner Warren Brown
said, adding that it is one of the
boards “where community participa-
tion and desire is still alive and well””

Brown stated that he could sup-
port three-year terms for board
members, but noted he’'d push back
against four-year terms in order to
maintain community interest.

Green mentioned that two years
is about the timeframe board mem-
bers typically take to get up to speed
on board “norms” and historical
decisions, adding that she does not
have a strong preference for three- or
four-year terms.

She explained that seven out of
nine seats on the tourism board are
designated for specific groups, or-
ganizations or industries within the
community.

“There will be turnover naturally,”’
Green said, explaining that someone
from a specific industry might change
their career and leave the board be-
fore completing a term.

Pierce also acknowledged Wil-
liams’ comments on how the IGA
states that Green reports to the board,
suggesting the wording could be
changed so that Green reports to the
town manager instead.

Medina commented that Green’s
title may also need to be more clearly
defined, noting that it appears as “ex-
ecutive director of tourism,” and tour-
ism director” throughout the IGA.

Pierce indicated that the title most
appropriate for Green’s position
would be “executive director of tour-
ism.

Green mentioned that she feels
obligated to reportto 19 people, nam-
ing the members of the town council,
BoCC and tourism board.

Pierce stated that she did not feel
it was necessary for Green to feel
obligated to report to 19 different
individuals, noting that the town
manager is also responsible for co-
ordinating and communicating with
board members.

“I do feel like tourism is a unique
department in the community,”
Green said, explaining she has been
in her position for more than 15 years.

“Ijust want to empower you to do
your job,” Pierce added.

Pagosa Springs Town Manager
David Harris commented that the
tourism board is an advisory board,

session breakouts.

The first two breakouts will focus
on “Building Your Business for Value
and Profit” with Chief Financial Of-
ficer Terryl Peterson and “Working
Smarter not Harder with Digital Tools”
with a talented panel of presenters.

After a short break, the next two
sessions will feature Sherry Waner,
chief development officer for 1st
Southwest Bank speaking on “Fund-
ing and Financing Your Business”
and Wilsher leading a breakout on
“Leveraging Your Why: Finding Suc-
cess Through Your Purpose”

The daywill end with a networking
reception with beverages, delicious
appetizers, and lots of meeting and
greeting.

Tickets for the conference are on
sale via the Chamber’s website, www.
pagosachamber.com. Click on the
Building Business Excellence graphic
on the home page, which will take
you to the registration site.

Tickets are only $35 for Chamber

adding that the board chair can also
help Green in addressing different
projects or inquiries from the com-
munity.

Brown also commented on an-
other section of the IGA that defines
the duty of the board as a “citizens
advisory committee” whose sole
purpose is to make recommenda-
tions to the county and town relative
to expenditures of town and county
lodging tax.

“That is their function, as this
reads,” Brown added.

Ranson added that he would like
to see some language more clearly
defining the advisory role of the
board.

Pierce then asked for volunteers
from the town council and BoCC
to refine the IGA and include sug-
gested changes from the joint work
session.

Medina and Bergon were nomi-
nated by their peers to refine the IGA,
with Pierce suggesting that Green
and the tourism board chair to also
go through the document.

Event funding

Earlier in the day, the tourism
board held a special meeting atwhich
a total of $23,500 was approved to be
awarded to seven different events
in the community for 2025 and one
event in 2026.

The tourism board reviewed the
first round of event applications at
its February meeting and approved
$50,750 for nine different events.

According to Green’s agenda brief,
the tourism board has $100,000 in
its budget for event funding in 2025,
though she explained in a later in-
terview that town council approved
an additional $40,000 to the tourism
budget for 2025.

During the meeting, Green indi-
cated that the tourism board has ap-
proved $121,720 in expenditures for
the year out of the available $140,000.

She explained that those expendi-
tures include the cost of events the
tourism board is responsible for, such
as the Fourth of July event, Halloween
Hootenanny, Old Fashioned Christ-
mas and holiday lighting contest.
The tourism board has also allocated
$8,045 for trash and recycling ser-
vices, as well as providing aluminum
reusable cups for events in 2025.

Green’s brief also notes that there
are already eight new events applying
for event funding in 2025 compared
to 2024.

Green explained that there is just

Four nonprofits to benefit from 19th Hole Concerts

By Rachel Rosenthal
Community Foundation serving Southwest
Colorado

The Community Foundation serv-
ing Southwest Colorado has selected
the four local nonprofits that will
benefit from this summer’s 10th an-
nual 19th Hole Concerts at the Pagosa
Springs Golf Club.

Each organization represents a
different sector addressing the needs
of the community and will be high-
lighted at one of the concerts held
in June.

Thisyear’srecipients are Archuleta
Seniors Inc. (ASI), Build Pagosa, Proj-
ectSanctuary and the San Juan Head-
waters Forest Health Partnership.

The 19th Hole Concerts are com-
munity fundraisers that feature local
musicians and local nonprofits each
Thursday evening in June, from 5:30
to 7:30 p.m., at the Pagosa Springs
Golf Club.

The cover charge isa $10 donation
which supports the four nonprofits.
Corporate sponsors cover event ex-
penses, allowing all proceeds at the
end of the series to be pooled and
distributed equally to the featured
organizations. The collaborative ap-
proach to concerts is vital to their
success. Last year’s concerts raised
$2,500 for each participating orga-
nization.

ASI provides support for more
than 1,000 individuals ages 55 and up
annually, helping these community
members live healthy, vibrant and
independentlives. Services also ben-
efit families and caregivers to help
themremain resilient and connected,
driven by the deeply held value that
older adults have an important role
in the community.

Build Pagosa supports training
and education in skilled trades and
careers through hands-on learning
opportunities. It provides volunteer

opportunities and fosters collabora-
tion between trades, businesses and
residents. Its capital campaign will
provide funds to construct a state-
of-the-art regional workforce center
at Pagosa Springs High School. It
also provides financial support for
teachers and students to give them
the tools they need to succeed.

Project Sanctuary programs pro-
vide critical support and services
to at-risk military families, address-
ing their specific needs for mental
health, healing and growth. Archuleta
County has one of the largest veteran
populations in the state, compromis-
ing 10.2 percent of the local popula-
tion. Project Sanctuary is proud to
call Pagosa Springs its home base
and work with the local veteran and
military community.

The San Juan Headwaters Forest
Health Partnership works to provide
a forum to share stakeholder per-
M See Concerts A7

NAWT Certified Inspector e License number INS2021-0084
I can Tony at 505-210-0045 or Nancy at 575-209-0376 l

members and $45 for nonmembers.
This price includes all of the ac-
tivities for the afternoon, including
a beverage ticket for the networking
reception.

Thisis the time to invest in yourself
and your business. Since there are
multiple breakout sessions, bring mul-
tiple people from your organization so
that you can cover all of the sessions.

The Chamber has been listening
to the topics that many of our busi-
nesses have expressed they would
like more information and help on.
Now is the time for you to gain some
knowledge, meet other business
leaders and set a course for improve-
ment or even initial movement.

Should you have any questions
about the conference or you would
be interested in being an event part-
ner, please contact Ava Carter at the
Chamber at (970) 264-2360. Don’t
miss the opportunity to receive this
high-caliber training at this very af-
fordable cost.

Need $100? Need *5,000?

Come see us now!

$ CASH LOANS $

Short-term loans based on collateral only, we take collateral on the following:
Cars ® Trucks e Trailers ® ATVs e Motorcycles

Guns e Gold ¢ Jewelry e Silver & More

* Got Gold? Get Cash! x

Turn your old, broken jewelry
into CASH TODAY

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160) e (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

T T e e
r Al Taxi Service !
970-585-4903

8am-8pm Sunday-Thursday

8am-10pm Friday and Saturday
or by appointment!

over $18,00 left in the tourism budget
thatis available for funding, and is on
afirst-come, first-serve basis until the
remaining funds are allocated.
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Fully licensed and insured!
Smoke-free vehicles!
Local discount system- just ask!

GO
AT TAXI

.COM

Reliability

Courtesy
Matters!

: ) Counts!
regular meeting on Wednesday, April
2, at4 p.m. at Town Hall.

Green indicated the board will
hear a new event funding request
from the Pagosa Springs Center for
the Arts.

According to the April 2 agenda,
that request is for an amount of
$25,000.

clayton@pagosasun.com

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985
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RATE FOR LOCALS

Includes 24-hour access to all 50+ pools,
salt-therapy sauna, wellness activities

WE WANT THE COMMUNITY TO HAVE
FIRST ACCESS AT OUR BEST RATE!

$10 $7

April 15 - May 15

*Residents within a 60-mile radius with a valid government-issued ID

OFF WEEKDAY
RATES

OFF WEEKEND
RATES

e SCAN QR CODE OR BOOK ONLINE AT: ][]
S P R | N G S PagosaHotSprings.com "
RESORT Use promo code: LOCAL E d

_ﬂllﬁ_ CoMMEeRCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

j v Y Vi

GREAT PoTEnTIAL SR N SRS g

2 buildings and one parcel. The front
of the building is a gallery and work-
shop. The back unit is an office set up
which was a clinic in the past. There is
also a Quonset hut on the back of the
property. The gallery fronts Highway
160 and parking is on Eagle Dr and
Trinity Ln. Included with the gallery
are gallery lights, display fixtures, re-
frigerator and office furniture. There
are 2 offices in the gallery, the back
unit has a formal reception area with
2 larger offices, 2 smaller offices and
2 more small flexible rooms. Also, the
roof was recently replaced.

'CONTRACT

=i

Eagle Drive
$590,000

1
IO
N

|
\\\\\\

MLS #
819518

.68 acre, 1440 square foot
commercial building. There is
enough property to build an-
other building or make a large
wrap around parking lot. There
is a 3000 BTU gas heater and

a 40 gallon hot water heater.
The doors and walls have a 90
minute fireproof rating. Walls
are removable so the floor plan
could be opened up. There

is a kitchen sink, stove and
dishwasher, half bath and the
overhead door is 8'x 10°

Cloman Industrial Park
$375,000

MLS # 819174

Mountain & Meadow

Real Estate
office: 970.264.6673
- 409 Lewis Street
‘?OOTNWEST co\‘ovy(’ P.O. Box 38?0
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

@ Shellie Hogue

REALTOR’, BROKER

C:970.759.8109
ShellieCHogue@gmail.com
www.shelliehogue.com
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Unemployment rate rises in January, February

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

Archuleta County’s unemploy-
ment rate ticked up to 5.1 percent in
January and 5.4 percent in February
from 4.4 percent in December 2024,
according to recent reports from the
Colorado Department of Labor and
Employment (CDLE).

January employment
situation

Archuleta County’s rate of 5.1
percent in January compares to 4.3
percent in January 2024, according
to the January report.

Colorado’s unemploymentrate for
January was 4.7 percent, up from the
revised rate of 4.6 percent in Decem-
ber 2024.

“The number of unemployed in-
dividuals grew by 2,600 over the same
time period to 152,800,” the report
states. “The national unemploy-
ment rate decreased one-tenth of a
percentage point to 4.0 percent from
December to January.”

In Archuleta County, the labor
force numbered 6,767 in January,
down from 6,870 in December 2024.

The unemployment data shows
Costilla County with the state’s high-
est unemployment rate in January at
9.4 percent. Huerfano County follows
at 9.0 percent, with Las Animas at 8.1
percent.

Regionally, the data shows La
Plata County with a 5.1 percent
unemployment rate in January, San
Juan County at 4.3 percent, Mineral
County at 6.6 percent, Rio Grande
County at 6.6 percent and Conejos
County at 5.5 percent.

At the state level, the report ex-
plains, “The number of individuals
employed in Colorado increased
by 2,200 in January to 3,131,800,
which represents 64.8 percent of the
state’s 16+ population. Colorado’s
employment-population ratio of 64.8
inJanuary was unchanged compared
to the December rate.”

It adds, “The national employ-
ment-population ratio increased
one-tenth of a percentage point in

January to 60.1 percent.”

Employers in Colorado added 500
nonfarm payroll jobs from December
2024 to January for a total 0f2,977,600
jobs, according to the survey of busi-
ness establishments and the CDLE’s
February report. Private-sector pay-
roll jobs grew by 1,800, while govern-
ment rose by 2,100 jobs.

Nonfarm payroll jobs measure the
number of workers excluding farmers
and are based on a survey of business
establishments and government
agencies. The estimates are intended
to measure the number of jobs, not
the number of people employed.

“The business establishment sur-
vey covers about seven times the
number of households surveyed
and is therefore considered a more
reliable indicator of economic condi-
tions,” the report explains. “Because
the estimates are based on two sepa-
rate surveys, one measuring jobs by
worksite and the other measuring
persons employed and unemployed
by household, estimates based on
these surveys may provide seemingly
conflicting results.”

According to the CDLE, private-
industry sectors with significant job
gains in January were educational
and health services at about 2,500,
professional and business services
atabout 1,100 and manufacturing at
about 1,100.

Significant over-the-month pri-
vate-sector job loss occurred in con-
struction at about 2,400, and leisure
and hospitality at about 1,000.

“Since January 2024, the report
states, “nonfarm payroll jobs have
increased 22,600, with the private
sector growing by 7,600 and govern-
ment adding 15,000 jobs.”

The largest private-sector job
gains were in educational and health
services at about 5,900; trade, trans-
portation and utilities at about 4,400;
leisure and hospitality at about 3,400;
and manufacturing at about 1,400.

During that same period, payroll
job declines were seen in professional
and business services at about 4,000,
information at about 3,200 and finan-
cial activities at about 2,000.

Colorado’s rate of job growth over
the past year is 0.8 percent, behind
the U.S. rate of 1.3 percent.

The report also notes the average
workweek for all Colorado employees
on private nonfarm payrolls declined
from 32.7 to 32.6 hours, while average
hourly earnings grew from $37.42 to
$39.80 — $3.93 more than the nation-
al average hourly earnings of $35.87.

February employment
situation

Archuleta County’s rate of 5.4
percent in February compares to 4.6
percent in February 2024.

Colorado’s unemployment rate
remained at 4.7 percent for the
month, though the CDLE notes that
there was strike activity at a major
grocery company that lasted for the
duration of the February reference
week.

It adds, “These workers are not
counted in payroll job estimates in
the establishment survey for Febru-
ary”

According to the survey of house-
holds, the number of unemployed
individuals increased by 2,500 to
155,300 from January to February.

The national unemployment rate
increased one-tenth of a percentage
point to 4.1 percent from January to
February, the report states.

In Archuleta County, the labor
force numbered 6,731.

Costilla County continued to have
the highestunemploymentrate in the
state in February at 9.6 percent, with
Huerfano following at 9.1 percent.

Regionally, the data shows La
Plata County with a 5.3 percent un-
employment rate in February, San
Juan County at 5.6 percent, Mineral
County at 7.0 percent, Rio Grande
County at 6.5 percent and Conejos
County at 5.7 percent.

“The number of individuals em-
ployed in Colorado decreased by
4,000 in Februaryto 3,127,800, which
represents 64.7 percent of the state’s
16+ population,” the report states.
“Colorado’s employment-population
ratio of 64.7 in February decreased
one-tenth of a percentage point

from the month prior. The national
employment-population ratio de-
creased two-tenths of a percentage
point to 59.9 percent from January
to February”

Employers in Colorado lost 8,900
nonfarm payroll jobs from January to
February for a total of 2,968,700 jobs,
according to the survey of business
establishments. Private-sector pay-
roll jobs decreased by 10,300, while
government added 1,400 jobs.

The private-industry sector with
significant over-the-month job gains
in Februarywas education and health
services at about 1,100.

The private-industry sectors with
significant over-the-month job losses
were trade, transportation and utili-
ties at about 11,000, and other ser-
vices at about 1,000.

The report explains, “Strike activ-
ity at a major retail grocery company
in the Denver, Boulder, and Pueblo
Metropolitan Statistical Areas con-
tributed to the declines in trade,
transportation, and utilities in Feb-
ruary”

Since February 2024, nonfarm
payroll jobs have increased 500, with
the private sector declining by 14,700
and government adding 15,200 jobs.

The largest private-sector job
gains were in educational and health
services at about 4,800, and leisure
and hospitality at about 4,400.

During that same period, payroll
jobs declined in professional and
business services by about 9,100;
trade, transportation and utilities by
about 8,500; information by about
2,600; construction by about 1,900;
and financial activities by about
1,500.

“Colorado’s rate of job growth over
the pastyear is 0.0 percent, below the
U.S. rate of 1.2 percent,” it notes.

Over the year, the average work-
week for all Colorado employees on
private nonfarm payrolls increased
from 33.0 to 33.4 hours, while av-
erage hourly earnings grew from
$37.42 to $40.31 — $4.38 more than
the national average hourly earnings
of $35.93.

randi@pagosasun.com

La Plata Electric Association announces agreement for bridge power

La Plata Electric Association

On March 26, La Plata Electric As-
sociation (LPEA) board members
unanimously approved an agree-
ment with Mercuria Energy America
LLC — one of the world’s largest
independent energy and commodity
groups — securing reliable, cost-ef-
fective electricity for LPEA members
through the 2026-2028 bridge period.

This agreement gives the coopera-
tive a diversified and flexible power
portfolio and, when combined with
LPEA’s other power purchase agree-
ments, will lower the blended cost
of power by more than 10 percent
starting in 2026 — compared to cur-
rent wholesale rates. The blended
cost of power refers to the cost of the
electricity plus the cost of transmis-

sion of the electricity to customers.

“With this agreement, we're al-
ready seeing the benefits of ourboard’s
decision to pursue new power supply
options, and we're incredibly grateful
for their leadership and vision,” said
Chris Hansen, CEO of LPEA. “Secur-
ing all the power we need for the
bridge at a cost more than 10 percent
lower than our previous provider is a
major win for our members.

This marks the third power supply
agreement LPEA has signed since the
cooperative announced its departure
from its contract with Tri-State Gen-
eration and Transmission Inc. on
April 1, 2026.

Mercuria will supply the capacity
needed to meetall of LPEA’s resource
adequacy requirements, providing
reliable energy while giving the co-

operative the flexibility to adapt to
evolving energy needs. Importantly,
the agreement ensures fixed pricing,
so members won'’t experience the
volatility that can come with market
fluctuations.

“As we approach the one-year
mark until our departure from our
Tri-State contract, we continue to be
pleased with the opportunities this
transition is creating,” Hansen added.
“We're excited about what we’re able
to deliver for our members today
and the flexibility we have to explore
more affordable, local generation as
we shape our future energy portfolio.”

While a portion of LPEA’'s energy
needs will continue to be met through
previously secured power purchase
agreements — providing approxi-
mately 30 percent of its supply — the

Black Hills Energy announces new lower
natural gas costs beginning April 1

By Jason Auslander
Black Hills Energy

Black Hills Energy filed the 2025
second-quarter gas cost adjustment
(GCA) recently with the Colorado
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)
and the change was approved on
March 26.

The GCAisfiled quarterly with the
CPUC to reflect the most recent and
projected cost of natural gas for the
next three months, starting April 1.
This filing reflects the changing natu-
ral gas cost in all three different base
rate areas in Colorado.

Depending on where customers
are in Colorado, average monthly
residential bills will decrease from an
average of 3.4 percent to 23 percent.

For Base Rate Area 2, which in-
cludes Pagosa Springs, the previous
average monthly bill was $124.02,
with the proposed average monthly
bill beginning April 1 being $119.39,
for a decrease of $4.63, or 3.73 per-
cent. Thatis for a listed average usage
of 66.

The price of natural gas is known
as a “pass-through cost,” meaning
Black Hills Energy makes no money
on it and our customers pay market

rates and no more.

This filing reflects the move to just
two gas cost adjustment rates across
the state. They will be broken down by
eastern and western Colorado.

Black Hills Energy understands
that some customers may struggle
to pay their bill, and the company
has multiple programs to help, in-
cluding extended payment arrange-
ments, budget billing and payment
assistance.

Please visit https://www.blackh-
illsenergy.com/billing-and-pay-
ments/energy-assistance-programs
for more information.

Archuleta County Republican Women meeting set for April 9

By Karen Griggs
Archuleta County Republican Women

Join the Archuleta County Repub-
lican Women meeting on Wednes-

Concerts

H Continued from A8
spectives to develop science-based
collaborative priorities for the man-
agement and monitoring of forests
in the Pagosa Ranger District of the
San Juan National Forest and on pri-
vate and tribal land in Southwestern
Colorado. It works to address forest
health, wildfire risk mitigation and
increase public outreach around
environmental issues impacting the
community.

“The Archuleta Committee is
proud to have been active in support-
ing Archuleta County’s nonprofits for

day, April 9.

The guest speaker will be Nicole
Cotts, executive director of Aspire
Medical Services.

There will be social time and or-

10 years now,” said Susan Buchner,
current chair of the Archuleta Com-
mittee. “We raised a total of $75,000
for local nonprofits in the first nine
seasons, which we could not have
done without the support of our faith-
ful concert attendees and corporate
sponsors.”

As a community facilitator, the
Community Foundation works to
increase resilience and success for
nonprofits, while maximizing effec-
tive grantmaking for philanthropists
to make Southwest Colorado a better
place to live.

dering lunch from a special menu
from 11:30 a.m. to noon.

The meeting will be from noon to
1 p.m. at Victor’s Sushi, 118 N. Pagosa
Blvd.

Concert schedule

Concerts are from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
on Thursdays in June at the Pagosa
Springs Golf Club.

e June 5: ASI, Bob Hemenger —
Dixieland, jazz, blues, soul and pop.

« June 12: Project Sanctuary, Jack-
son Mountain Ramblers — country,
folk and pop.

e June 19: Build Pagosa, Bo De-
Pefia — Americana and country.

¢ June 26: San Juan Headwaters
Forest Health Partnership, Max Miller
— jazz.

Mercuria agreement and LPEA’s
clean, local, self-generation fills the
remaining gap, offering price cer-
tainty and reliability for members.

“We’'re pleased to partner with La
Plata Electric Association as we work
together to deliver practical, forward-
looking energy solutions,” said Cody
Moore, presidentand head of U.S. gas
and power trading at Mercuria. “This
collaboration reflects our shared
commitment to innovation, sustain-
ability and building a resilient energy
future for the communities we serve.”

Looking ahead, LPEA will issue a
request for proposals (RFP) for new
energy generation projects to begin
supplying power as early as Jan. 1,2028.
With the removal of previous limita-
tions, LPEA now has full flexibility to
determine its long-term energy portfo-
lio, including increased opportunities
for local and regional generation.

For more information on LPEA’s
energy transition, visit Ipea.coop.

Complete tree service in Pagosa

A
Spri .
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TRE * Fire Mitigation

¢ Climbing & Cleaning Dead
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Chappy Faber
(970) 389-6604
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On any Veteran or First
Responder loan, BUYERS
only, $1,500 cash back from

Debbie Loewen on closing.

On and VA or First
Responder SELLER,
$1500 cash back from

9 Debbie Loewen at closing.

Wldlife Watching at its Best!

One level, no mud!
1,595 sq. ft., 2 bed/2
ba, views of mountains,
natural gas fireplace,
2-car garage, patio,

on paved road, close

to shopping and
recreational amenities, $545,000
sold furnished. 53 Edinburgh Cir « MLS 821189

cel

Debbie Loewen

Employing Broker

A0 T debbie@ownpagosa.com
Premiisn Mownitain Properttes 448 Pagosa Street
OWNPAGOSA

(970) 946-3480

2016 & 2018 SPIRIT AWARD, 2019 REALTOR OF THE YEAR
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PAGOSA SPRINGS

At Pagosa Springs Medical Center, )
your health and well-being
are our top priorities.

CDOT has begun road construction in downtown Pagosa Springs,

T E We know how important it is to make it to your appointments on time,
0 and road construction can make routine trips unpredictable.

Before you head out, check traffic updates from CDOT.
Scan the QR code for real-time updates on closures and delays or go to
https://www.codot.gov/projects/us160pagosasprings.

We care about you and our community—stay safe and see you soon!

First-Class Care Close To Home
\ Medical Center | 970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org | I3 )

which may impact your route to PSMC.
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Meetings

H Continued from front

needs to get rough estimates and
costs, “so we can try to get our com-
munity the best estimate that we
have”

Medina commented that it is dif-
ficult to set the meetings before hav-
ing the information the community
wants to see.

She referenced the meeting held
in regard to potential properties, ex-
plaining she received feedback that
“we really didn’t have much to offer
the public”

Medina also addressed the time-
frame concerns, saying, “Yes, we do
have a timeframe, if you will,” but
explained that it was stated in a previ-
ous meeting that Urbanczyk may be
willing to extend the county’s lease,

Downtown

H Continued from front
it right”

“Nobody likes it when the road is
torn up twice,” Harris said, referring
to the likelihood that needed road
work through downtown streets
would happen within the next few
years, causing further disruption after
the CDOT project is completed.

He added that herealized itwas “a
very high-cost environment right
now,” but explained that with pend-
ing economic uncertainty, prices for
the work could be even higher in the
future if the council decided to wait
to perform this work.

Public Works Director Karl John-
son was asked about his opinion on
the town’s portion of the project, with
Johnson saying, “It’s a large amount
of money, but to do it as a tag-along
with the CDOT project, it makes more
sense to do it now.’

Dickhoff noted that WW Clyde’s
work for the town would not prolong
the CDOT project in any way, add-
ing that it would not “impact their
workdays with CDOT”

During Dickhoff’s presentation,
he broke the project down into
high-priority items and other lower-
priority items that could be executed
at a later date by the town.

Having WW Clyde do only the
town'’s highest-priority items would
save the town about $1,762,460, he
explained.

Mayor Shari Pierce asked if the
council needed to make a decision
about the priority versus non-priority
items “tonight,” with Dickhoff reply-
ing, “generally, yes,” because WW
Clyde would need to order the ma-
terials right away to get these prices
“locked in”

There was some concern that the
national economic climate around

Funding

H Continued from front

Archuleta County typically receives
approximately $670,000 annually
from SRS payments and has histori-
cally been able to allocate all of those
monies to the school district.

He also explained there is a com-
ponent within the SRS that would
allow for up to 25 percent of those
monies to be spent on roads or “other

Elections

H Continued from front

The San Juan River Village Metro-
politan District canceled its May 6
election and declared three candi-
dates elected.

Steve Wilkins, Lori Mohan and Jeff
Greer were each elected to four-year
terms.

Piedra Park Metropolitan

under different terms.

Medina went on to state that she
has not yet spoken with Urbanczyk
and that she was waiting for him to
get back in town.

Harper indicated that a letter had
been sent to Urbanczyk, and Weaver
explained the letter was sent to his
local representative.

“I'have notreceived any response
other than, ‘Thankyou, I'll be backin
touch, so,” Weaver said.

Medina went on to state that the
matter of a new county administra-
tion building has been discussed
since before her time as a commis-
sioner.

“Ijust think if, truly, the push is to
have conversations with the com-
munity but notreally go to avote and

tariffs could impact the price of the
project if the town waited too long.

There emerged a general appetite
among the council to do the project
in totality in order to coincide with
the ongoing CDOT project.

Council member Matt DeGuise
said, “We should go for the whole
thing,” citing that road surfaces on the
streets on the south side of the high-
way would be “due” to be repaired or
replaced in the “next few years, so do
itnow” to minimize disruption to the
neighborhoods.

Council member Leonard Marti-
nezexpressed that he agreed that the
town should complete this projectin
its entirety while CDOT already has
downtown torn up.

With the council in agreement that
itfavored doing the project in totality,
the discussion then turned to how to
pay for it.

Town Clerk April Hessman point-
ed to the reserves in the capital and
general funds, totaling about $4.9
million, with Harris saying that may-
be the town could “dip into savings”
to help fund the project.

Pierce noted that she did not like
the idea of spending out of reserves.

Earlier in the meeting, the council
passed a resolution enabling the
town to reimburse itself from bond
proceeds for the costs incurred for the
downtown project before bonds are
issued, if it chose that option down
the road.

Hessman explained that there is
also the pending town-only sales
tax increase election, and urged the
council to consider the option of
broadening the ballot language to
include capital projects such as the
downtown rehabilitation project, not
just the sewer system overhaul.

She suggested that without bring-

specific” projects in the county.

Brown went on to mention that
Hickenlooper has not yet signed
on to the SRS Reauthorization Act,
but indicated that he “is very sup-
portive.”

Brown explained that he brought
the matter to the BoCC to ask if the
board wanted to send its own letter,
sign on to a letter from the Colorado

District

The Piedra Park Metropolitan Dis-
trict declared four candidates elected
and canceled its May 6 election.

Milly Risinger and RC Caveness
were elected to two-year terms.
Kristeen Reeve and Jay Holliday were
elected to four-year terms.

Loma Linda Metropolitan

just do the [certificate of participa-
tion (COP)], I think that’s the better
conversation to have so that way
we can give real direction to staff;’
Medina said.

She explained that it’s “not fair” to
have staff do a bunch of “legwork” in
preparing for a vote if the commis-
sioners ultimately opt for a COP.

“Because I've been hearing differ-
ent things in the community,” she
said, adding that a “real” conversa-
tion is needed about the “true inten-
tions of commissioners.”

Medina then asked for the
thoughts of the other commission-
ers, with Ranson replying that he
stated during his campaign that he
wouldn’t support a COP “until we
have substantial public input.”

ing in more revenues through the
sales tax increase, there was “not a
lot” leftover in the budget for capital
improvement projects.

However, a majority of the council
members expressed that they wanted
the sales-tax ballot language to stay
focused only on the sewer system
overhaul.

Council member Brooks Lindner
noted that the sales tax increase
would be “doomed” to fail at the
ballot box if the council decided
to broaden the language beyond
needed sewer repairs.

Martinez also expressed a desire
for the sales-tax ballot language to
stay focused on the sewer system,
but suggested that he also thought
thata portion of the downtown proj-
ect could be categorized as sewer
repairs.

Pierce agreed that a small portion
ofthe project could be categorized as
related to the sewer system, and thus
the sales tax increase could help pay
for it, but thought it was a smaller
amount than Martinez suggested.

She warned that whether or not
“we get the sales tax” increase is
a “big unknown,” and the council
should plan to fund the downtown
rehabilitation project as if the sales
tax election were not a factor.

Lindner agreed, saying, “We
should be very cautious” and should
budget for this project without the
sales tax election in mind.

When a motion was made to ap-
prove the work items to complete
the entirety of the downtown project,
coinciding with CDOT’s project, and
for the town manager to enter into
a contract with WW Clyde for the
work, it was passed unanimously by
the council.

derek@pagosasun.com

Counties Inc. or do both.

Brown commented, “I couldn’t
imagine why you wouldn’t,” support
the SRS.

Commissioners Veronica Medina
and John Ranson indicated they
would like to do both.

“ILappreciate you doing this,” Ran-
son said.

clayton@pagosasun.com

District

The Loma Linda Metropolitan
District declared three candidates
elected and canceled its May 6 elec-
tion.

Al Myatt, Rick Sautel and Matt
Fischer were each elected to four-
year terms.

randi@pagosasun.com

Colorado’s hands-free law drives 135 percent
increase in distracted driving citations

Colorado Department of Transportation

Following the start of Colorado’s
new distracted driving law, the Colo-
rado State Patrol (CSP) has issued
94 citations to Colorado drivers who
were using their cellphones or mobile
devices while behind the wheel —
more than half of the total number
of citations issued in 2024.

This accounts for a 135 percent
increase in citations compared to
the same time period last year. The
counties with the highest number of
citations so far this year are Jefferson,
El Paso, Weld, Douglas and Adams.

The new law is resulting in safer
driving behaviors.

A recent finding from Cambridge
Mobile Telematics (CMT) found a
3.3 percent reduction in cellphone
use while driving among Coloradans
since the hands-free law took effect.

CMT estimates that 88 crashes and
49 injuries caused by distracted driv-

inghave been prevented, indicating a
positive effect of the legislation. These
estimates are based on data from
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s “The Economic
and Societal Impact of Motor Ve-
hicle Crashes” report and distracted
driving-related crashes.

As Distracted Driving Awareness
Month began April 1, the Colo-
rado Department of Transportation
(CDOT) is urging every Coloradan to
keep their eyes on the road and their
hands on the wheel.

Effective Jan. 1, using a cellphone
or other mobile device for any reason
while driving is illegal in Colorado
unless a hands-free accessoryis used.
The law prohibits touching or han-
dling your cellphone or mobile de-
vice — including when at a stoplight
or in traffic — when you're behind
the wheel.

According to CDOT’s Problem
Identification Report, distracted driv-

ingis the third leading cause of traffic
crashes in Colorado.

Prior to Colorado’s hands-free law,
Colorado saw a 9 percent increase
in cellphone usage while driving
between 2022 and 2024, according
to CDOT’s Driver Behavior Survey.

“Distracted driving causes far too
many crashes and fatalities on our
roads. The message is simple —al-
ways drive distraction-free,” said Col.
Matthew C. Packard, chief of the CSP.
“The new ‘hands-free’ law allows
law enforcement to address reckless
behaviors and is expected to help
reduce distracted-related crashes
in our state. Now is the time to stop
using your mobile devices and pay
attention to the road.”

According to CDOT'’s 2024 Driver
Behavior Report, 77 percent of Colo-
rado drivers admitted to using their
phones while driving, up from 75 per-
centin 2023, with 45 percent saying a
M See Citations A9

He added, “I'm comfortable with
that route unless everybody comes
out and raises Cain.

Ranson also brought up how other
major projects are happening in the
community, with Archuleta School
District considering a bond elec-
tion and the Town of Pagosa Springs
considering a sales tax increase bal-
lot question to address wastewater
infrastructure concerns.

Ranson added that the BoCC’s job
isto getto a pointwhere a plan can be
presented to the public “on how this
can fit into our budget, so that, ‘Yes
we can pay for this on our own’ and
we’re not asking them for additional
resources.”

He explained that the county
needs more detailed information
because, “right now, we don’t have
anything to even present.’

Ranson added, “I do believe that
people will support a COP if we've
done our homework,” adding that
it is a long process that needs to get
started.

Medina replied, explaining the
county has started the process with

Attorney

H Continued from front
evaluate the pay scale of the position.

The current salary range posted
for the county attorney position is
$138,881 to $185,693. The position
was initially posted with a salary
range of $117,060 to $163,872, ac-
cording to Bowman.

Medina added that the county’s
salaryrange is “alittle on the lowside
for a county attorney with expertise
that we're really looking for,” noting
those were comments received by
Commissioner John Ranson.

Weaver addressed Medina’s com-
ments on candidates potentially
having trouble getting their license
transferred from out of state, stating,
“I don’t think it’s an extremely diffi-
cult process,” adding the county may
need a “supervising attorney” while
licenses are transferred.

Ranson turned to Bowman, asking
for her advice on using a headhunter.

“It mightbe a good idea,” Bowman
replied, explaining the position has
been advertised to a list of county
attorneys in Colorado.

Bowman also commented that
adjusting the pay scale may help
recruit qualified candidates.

“I think it would help,” she said.

Ranson then asked Weaver how
Archuleta County’s pay scale com-
pares to others around the state.

Weaver mentioned that Chaffee
County is currently looking for an
attorney as well, and initially post-
ed a salary range capping around
$160,000, and have received com-
ments that its pay scale is on the
low end.

“It is gonna be a struggle to get
someone with ... 10 plus years of
experience at that pay range,” he
said, adding that there are trade-offs
when comparing salaries of private
practice, but, “I think it’s gonna be
a struggle”

“I think [$160,000] is way too

the property under contract and
Harper working on getting numbers
this week.

“It’s not fast ... this is Pagosa,” she
added.

Brown also spoke on how other
projects in the community are hap-
pening, stating, “I don’t know thatI'd
like to see the county compete for the
voters’ vote.”

He went on to explain that these
are “all big issues,” but that it is hard
to say one is more important than
the other.

Brown also commented that the
county has progressed in the same
way as the community in putting off
things that should’ve been addressed
that couldn’t be afforded.

“But, our infrastructure does seem
to be all crashing about the same
time,” he said.

Brown noted that he would be
“hesitant” to support one option over
the other without more information,
noting the county has three years
left in its lease at the San Juan Street
building.

He also commented that the

high,” Medina said, noting that other
benefits can make up for a lower
salary when compared to a private
practice salary.

Ranson went on to comment that
when the county gets to the point of
interviewing candidates, he’d like
to have other elected and county
officials involved in that process,
specifically noting Sheriff Mike Le
Roux and Bowman.

Bowman noted that she was in-
volved in the hiring process of the
current county manager.

Weaver indicated that his inter-
view process consisted of only BoCC
members, suggesting that other
elected officials should be included.

“I think at least at minimum the
other electeds should be involved,”
he said.

Medina commented that she “al-
ways” advocates for HR to be in-
volved.

Bowman then explained that the
county has received a couple appli-
cations already, noting one received
did not meet any of the qualifications
attached to the position.

Medina mentioned that she’d like
to see applications as they come in so
that the BoCChas the chance to reply
to candidates in a timely manner in-
dicating if they are invited to the next
step in the process or not.

“I'feel like, overall, we as a county
don’t respond in a timely manner to
applicants,” she added, noting the

county at one point was paying
a $500,000 annual note on a lien
against that building that was taken
out to repair a road.

“There are a lot of nuances here
and I don’t want to jump the gun,’
Brown said.

He added, “We’re responsible for
making the best decision for us, as a
county.’

Medina then informed the BoCC
that she had received an unsolicited
proposal from a company offering to
facilitate public “stakeholder meet-
ings”

She spoke more about how there
was feedback from the community
about the previous property meeting
that constituents were “not happy
about how we conducted the meet-
ing” adding that “no, we didn’t have
anyinformation” and that it was more
ofthe BoCC trying to let people “vent.’

Medina then asked Harper if he
had any questions on his direction on
the matter, to which Harper replied,
“not as of now.”

“Just get it done,” Ranson added.

clayton@pagosasun.com

county should respond quickly when
possible.

“Idon’t think that’s a bad process,”
Brown said, with Ranson also agree-
ing.

Medina also explained she’d like
to see all applications unless no
qualifications are met, saying, “The
whole story is never told on the ap-
plication.”

She went on to explain that, in the
meantime, the county has an attorney
on retainer and is also reaching out
to surrounding county attorneys to
see if they have availability to provide
Archuleta County with coverage.

“I'think we have a couple of differ-
ent options,” Medina said.

Brown mentioned that La Plata
County Attorney Sheryl Rogers may
be available, pending approval from
the La Plata County commissioners

“She’s very competent,” he said,
explaining he has previously worked
with Rogers.

“We have a pretty good relation-
ship with La Plata county overall,
Brown added.

“I'm not as concerned as I know
others are in the void,” Ranson said,
adding it’s “nice to know we have an
interim situation worked out.”

Ranson explained that he’d rather
have avoid in the short-term and wait
to get the right person for the posi-
tion, rather than rushing to fill the
position and making “rash decisions””

clayton@pagosasun.com

988 Lifeline

Whether you're facing mental health struggles,
emotional distress, alcohol or drug use concerns,
or just need someone to talk to, our
caring counselors are here for you.

\_ You are not alone. Text 988 for help. )

\
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Accounting

JJ] ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

We can assist you with the following:

o Income Taxes:

Attorney

» Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
o Payroll and Payroll Taxes « W2s & 1099s

Personal « LLC o Partnerships
Corporations « Electronic Filing

264-5330 « 191 Talisman Dr. #103 « FAX 264-4451

Storage & Office

Pagosa Springs

Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place
behind Home Expo Center

Prices start
at $2500

Sizes available: 5'x5’, 5'x10’,
10'x10’, 10'x15’, 10’x20’, and 10’x30’

For rental information call
Chris (970) 749-2867
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Attorney at Law D i r
Estate Planning ® Wills ¢ Trusts eCtory °
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Archuleta County Public Health Department
to celebrate National Public Health Week

By Ashley Springer
Archuleta County

provide testing for sexually transmitted diseases,
tuberculosis and pregnancy; immunizations; food

The Archuleta County Public Health Depart-
ment (ACPHD) is proud to join communities
nationwide in celebrating National Public Health

Week April 7-13.

This year’s theme, “It Starts Here,” underscores
the critical role public health plays in ensuring the

well-being of our community.

The ACPHD is committed to providing a wide
range of essential services to Archuleta County
residents, including: birth and death certificates;
community and family services; clinic services which

safety program; health insurance assistance; com-
municable disease and rabies information; Nurse-
Family Partnership and Women, Infants and Children
services; SafeCare in-home visit program; Women'’s
Wellness Connection; and forensic nurse exames.
These programs were built in year one, with
further program expansion in 2025 and 2026.
“Public health focuses on the science and art of
protecting and improving the health of our com-
munity, but our staff cannot do it without you,”
commented Executive Director Ashley Wilson.
“Public health starts with you. Your health and the

health of your family starts with prevention; starts
with healthy movement, healthy food and healthy
habits. It starts here; it starts now.”

The ACPHD encourages everyone to join in
celebrating National Public Health Week and learn-
ing more about the vital role public health plays in
our community.

The ACPHD will host an open house on Thurs-
day, April 10, from 4 to 6 p.m. atits offices, 502 S. 8th
St. This is a great opportunity to learn more about
ACPHD services, meet the team and discover how
the department works to keep Archuleta County
healthy. The open house is free and open to the
public. Come ready with curiosity and questions.

County amends land use regs addressing
commercial kitchens, natural medicines

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

On April 1, the Archuleta County
Board of County Commissioners
(BoCC) unanimously approved Reso-
lution 2025-23, approving amend-
ments to three different sections
of the Archuleta County Land Use
Regulations (LUR).

The amended sections include
Section 3-Zoning, Section 5-De-
velopment Standards and Section
11-Definitions.

Development Director Pamela
Flowers explained that the resolution
accomplishes two things, with the
“primary purpose” being to institute
regulations related to the time, place
and manner of how natural medi-
cines are regulated in the county.
The secondary item in the resolu-
tion institutes the use of commercial
kitchens.

Flowers explained that before ap-
proving the resolution, the LUR did
not include a commercial kitchen
in its use by zoning district table,
adding that there are individuals in
the county interested in having a
commercial kitchen as part of their
home business.

She noted that she was proposing
a simpler process compared to a
board conditional use permit in order
to allow for commercial kitchen use
in a home business.

Flowers explained that the terms
“kitchenette,” “commercial kitchen”
and “residential kitchen” were being
added to Section 11.

Commissioner Veronica Medina
interjected, stating that things
seemed out of place and that it
sounded like two separate changes
were being grouped together.

“It feels like we're cooking mari-
juana,” Medina said, explaining she
understood why the additional defi-
nitions were being added in regard to
kitchen uses.

Flowers explained that the defini-
tions were “not that specific” and the
two changes are not linked to one
another.

Commissioner Warren Brown
explained that the definitions section
of the LUR is to be able to reference
those words when they appear in any
other section of the LUR.

“If I were the creator, I would not
have created it this way,” Brown
added.

Flowers went on to explain that
“medical marijuana caregiver” and

Citation

H Continued from front

hands-free feature in their car would
stop them from using their phone. Of
this group, 42 percent reported pick-
ing up their phone while driving to
make or receive a call.

In addition to cellphone use, driv-
ersreported doing arange of distract-
ing activities behind the wheel each
week, including eating, texting and
using social media.

The survey also found that drivers
who engaged in distracting behaviors
also were more likely to speed or not
wear a seat belt while driving.

“When drivers divert their atten-
tion away from the road — taking
a bite of food, changing the radio

“natural medicine” were also added.

Other terms added in regard to
natural medicine include natural
medicine business, natural medicine
healing center, natural medicine
caregiver facility, natural medicine
product manufacturer, natural medi-
cine testing facility, natural medicine
facilitator, natural medicine product,
natural medicine services, prepara-
tion session, administration session,
integration session and regulated
natural medicine.

Flowers indicated that the defini-
tions for those terms were pulled
from the state statute regulating
natural medicine use and that the
addition of natural medicine regula-
tions mirrors the county’s regulations
for marijuana.

According to the approved
amendments, natural medicine “in-
cludes natural forms of psilocybin,
psilocin, dimethyltryptamine, ibo-
gaine, mescaline, not including syn-
thetic or synthetic analogs of these
substances, and notincluding peyote
pursuant to C.R.S. 44-50-103(13).”

Commissioner John Ranson asked
his fellow commissioners if there was
any interest in grouping churches
with schools and child care facilities
in having natural medicine busi-
nesses and retail marijuana stores
not located within 1,000 feet of any
of those property boundaries.

“Do we want these next door to a
church?” Ranson asked, noting that it
wasn’ta “bigdeal,” but that he wanted
to see if it was something the BoCC
would consider.

Neither Brown nor Medinareplied
in favor or against Ranson’s sugges-
tion.

Churches were notincluded in the
final approved amendments.

One public comment on the mat-
ter was received from Dana Tyscon-
yea StarByrd, who expressed interest
in establishing a spiritually based
holistic integrative retreat center in
Archuleta County that would offer
services to veterans who would stay
for anywhere between three days to
one year on the property.

“The way your rules are written
right now for the natural medicine
would not allow me to do the project
I would like to bring to your area
there,” she said.

She explained that she has worked
with veterans out of Gallup, N.M.,
who have expressed that the spiritual
aspect of care is missing for veterans.

“So, I'm working on creating that

station or answering a phone call
— they risk the lives of everyone
around them,” said CDOT’s Office of
Transportation Safety Director Dar-
rell Lingk. “That doesn’t just include
other motorists, either. A distracted
driver could hit pedestrians, bicy-
clists, children playing outside or
people sitting on restaurant patios,
for example. That’s a risk no one
should feel comfortable taking.”
CDOT urges all drivers to acquire
hands-free accessories such as dash-
board mounts and car speakerphone
systems to comply with the new law.
The law includes exemptions for
individuals reporting emergencies,
utility workers, code enforcement

for our veterans,” she added.

She went on to explain that she is
seeking a property in a natural envi-
ronment where commercial zoning
would not allow for that, also noting
that traditional food farming will also
be occurring on the property.

Flowers explained that the issue is
that StarByrd is looking for a property
that is likely zoned as agricultural
ranching, which in the current zoning
use table does not allow for a retreat
center.

Flowers noted that a “wilderness
lodge permit” could be a way for
StarByrd to run her retreat center,
which would have to go to the BoCC
for final approval.

Brown commented that he would
like the county to approach this “in a
cautious way” and see how it plays
outin the community before commit-
ting to any big zoning changes, stating
that replacing agricultural land with
natural medicine “will bring strong
opinions from the community.”

He added, “I think this is a pretty
significant step that we’re taking
today.”

Medina turned to county attorney
Todd Weaver for his thoughts on
the matter, with Weaver indicating
that StarByrd’s proposed plan could
potentially fall under personal use,
though that would limit her to grow-
ing natural medicine in an enclosed
and locked 12-foot-by-12-foot space.

Weaver also indicated that adver-
tising natural medicine use could not
occur under personal use definitions.

Before voting to approve the
changes, Ranson commented thatit’s
not necessarily a “no” to StarByrd’s
request.

He encouraged her to stay in con-
tact with the Planning Department.

The changes were initially intro-
duced during an Archuleta County
Planning Commission meeting held
on Feb. 27, with the planning com-
mission unanimously recommend-
ing them for approval.

Some of the concerns brought up
by planning commissioners included
the language around commercial
kitchen use in residential areas, with
planning commissioner David Prib-
ble expressing that there are multiple
businesses in the county that operate
on a “pantry license.”

Pribble explained that businesses
operating on a pantry license may
not necessarily be in a commercial
kitchen type of space, and that the
proposed changes would require a

officers, animal protection officers,
first responders and individuals in
parked vehicles. These exceptions
ensure that critical communications
are not hindered in emergency or
essential service situations.

Penalties for violating the new law
start with a $75 fine and two license
suspension points for the first of-
fense. First-time violators can have
the charge dismissed if they provide
proof of purchasing a hands-free ac-
cessory. Repeat offenders face higher
fines and more license suspension
points.

For more information on the
hands-free law, visit codot.gov/
handsfreeco.

Pirates!

commercial kitchen space.

Flowers mentioned that the word-
ing could be changed to state that
any home occupation preparing food
must be conducted in a commercial
kitchen when required by the Colo-
rado Department of Public Health
and Environment, the county’s public
health department and adopted fire
codes.

She explained that pantry licenses
are issued through the health depart-
ment and that it would be a separate
category, so thataslong as the public
health departmentrequirements are
met, businesses will be able to con-
tinue operating with a pantry license.

Planning commissioner Andrei
Redstone also expressed concerns
on the lack of “off-gassing” regulation
with marijuana and natural medicine
cultivation centers, stating, “It’s a
problem.”

Flowers explained that marijuana
and natural medicine cultivation
facilities have to be permitted by
the state and that the county does
not have the resources to do any off-
gassing testing.

She noted that the county can
report an issue to the state and the
state has the ability to come out and
test off-gassing at a property.

“We don’t have means of being
able to measure that,” Flowers said.

clayton@pagosasun.com
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Burlding or Remodeling?
Check our up-to-date selection of

quality wood, vinyl plank, carpet and file.

Get gour profect off to a great start!

The Tile & Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30 « (970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr. (N.Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)

PUPPIES, KITTENS, AND CHOCOLATE!

WHEN: opnil 12, 2025, Tlam - Tpm

WHERE: pLPOA Clubhouse, 270 Port Aue

Join us in supporting the spring influx of
kittens and puppies and help give them a
fighting chance at a happy and healthy life.

X Games, Raffles,
and Movre!

* Light Brunch Fare

PagosaHumane.org | 970 - 731-4771
465 Cloman Blvd., Pagosa Springs

Arrowhead Propane

970-582-3225

New Office Location:
9 Solomon Dr, Unit 1

Open Mon-Fri
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

We'd love to fe youwn propmne supplien!

Cowng, see us todmy.

Local. Knowledgeable.
Dependable & Reliable
Independently Owned and Operated

Best in Customer Service

Proven Safety Record

Over 150 Years Combined Experience

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
970-582-3225

arrowheadpropaneco.com

We built our business on Excellence & Customer Service
Give us a call and experience the difference.
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Photos courtesy Pagosa Springs High School Theater Department

Pagosa Springs High School students work to ready the Theater
Department’s production of “The Wizard of Oz.” Shows are set for
7 p.m. April 9-12 with a 2 p.m. matinee performance set for April 12.
Regular tickets are $15, and tickets for students and seniors are $12.

Commissioners approve matching funds for housing
action plan, talk of creating energy task force

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

Archuleta County and The Town
of Pagosa Springs, along with the
Pagosa Springs Community Develop-
ment Corporation, have organized
and participated in a housing needs
assessment that will provide an anal-
ysis of the county’s housing market.

Initial results of that assessment
were shared last month, and final
results will be presented to both the
Archuleta County Board of County
Commissioners (BoCC) and town
council on April 15 for adoption,
according to Development Director
Pamela Flowers.

During a regular meeting held by
the BoCC on Tuesday, April 1, Flow-
ers explained that since the commu-
nity began the housing assessment
process, the state finalized a bill
requiring “everyone” to have an as-
sessment and a housing action plan
developed from that assessment.

Flowers explained that the county
is applying for a grant through the
Colorado Department of Local Af-
fairs (DOLA) for $75,000 to pay for

the development of a regional hous-
ing action plan, which requires a 25
percent match of $18,750.

She also explained that the matter
would be presented to the Pagosa
Springs Town Council and, if ap-
proved, the town and county would
split the $18,750 cost, but DOLA
needs to see a commitment from
the county that the entire 25 percent
amount would be paid, even if the
town decides not to approve the
funds.

Commissioner Warren Brown
asked where the matching funds
would come from, given the item
is not included in the 2025 county
budget.

County Manager Jack Harper ex-
plained that Finance Director Chad
Eaton identified savings from Flow-
ers’ travel and training budget, along
with monies available in the commis-
sioners’ discretionary income and
administration discretionary income.

Flowers added that she anticipates
the town approving funds to go to-
ward the required matching amount,
noting the plan is a regional plan
that will provide useful information

specific to the town.
The matter was unanimously ap-
proved by the BoCC.

Energy task force

Earlier in the day during a work
session held by the BoCC, Commis-
sioner John Ranson introduced the
topic of having an energy task force
created.

Ranson indicated the matter was
first brought up over a month ago,
explaining that he was looking for di-
rection from Harper as to howto move
forward in creating the task force.

“Do we need to start talking to
potential people?” he asked.

Ranson also explained that La Plata
Electric Association (LPEA) CEO Chris
Hansen is planning to meet with the
county due to what Ranson described
as “misinformation.”

He added, “This is not anything
against LPEA, this is looking out for
the best interest of Archuleta County
and where we wanna be 10, 15, 20
years from now.

He also noted that based on “ev-
erything transpiring,” he thought it'd
beagoodidea for the county to create

an energy task force.

Ranson then emphasized again
that “this has nothing to do with
LPEA or the vote or anything like that.
This is more taking care of Archuleta
County”

Commissioner Warren Brown
expressed support, stating, “I actually
think this is a good idea, John.”

Harper mentioned that he'd like
to work with Ranson on getting some
things “drilled down,” such as ex-
pectations of the group and the time
commitment expected.

Commissioner Veronica Medina
suggested that this could be an op-
portunity for the county’s “strategic
champions” to be involved.

Medina also explained that this
topic has stemmed from the power
outages the county has experienced
in the past couple of years, not-
ing they are happening “more fre-
quently.”

Brown also suggested the task
force could focus on the need of get-
ting more power available in order
to develop industrial areas in the
county.

clayton@pagosasun.com

Pagosa Springs High School student earns Daniels Scholarship

Daniels Fund

The Daniels Fund announced on
April 2 its 2025 class of Daniels Schol-
arship Program recipients, which in-
cludes Pagosa Springs High School’s
Jesse Beck.

The Fund selected 230 high school
seniors from Colorado, New Mexico,
Utah and Wyoming — including 156
students from Colorado.

As part of the Daniels Fund’s 25th
anniversary celebration, 25 addition-
alyoung men and women received a
Daniels Scholarship this year.

Over its 25-year history, the fund
has awarded more than $275 mil-
lion in scholarships to over 5,400
students.

The Daniels Scholarship is one of
the most selective and sought-after
scholarships in the United States.

“It’s an honor to award 230 four-
year college scholarships to young
men and women who are excellent
students and who demonstrated their
ambition to lead successful lives of
character and service,” said Hanna
Skandera, Daniels Fund president
and CEO. “All of us who had the
pleasure of interviewing these new
Daniels Scholars were inspired by
this rising generation of Americans.”

'

As part of the interview process,
180 top business and community
leaders from the Daniels Fund’s four-
state region interviewed prospective
scholars.

Students are selected for their
strength of character, leadership po-
tential, commitment to serving the
community, academic potential and
financial need. As the living legacy of
Daniels Fund founder Bill Daniels,
Daniels Scholars embody the values
he most cherished.

Daniels Scholars may use their
scholarship at any accredited non-
profit college or university in the
United States. They have their full
cost of attendance covered at partner
schools and up to $100,000 over four
years if they choose to attend another
school.

At any given time, around 900
Daniels Scholars are attending ap-
proximately 200 colleges and univer-
sities throughout the United States.

Motivated high school seniors
graduating in 2026 are encouraged to
visit DanielsFund.org this September
to apply online for the Daniels Schol-
arship Program.

About the Daniels
Scholarship Program

Card of Thanks

Pagosa Springs Rotary clubs

The Pagosa Springs Rotary clubs would like to share our gratitude to all
the organizations, families and individuals for contributions of food, money,
storage space and time to make our Feed Our Children program so successful
in its 13th year. Your generous support has allowed us to provide weekend
food for the children in 41 families in the program.

Pagosa Springs Rotary and Pagosa Mountain Rotary clubs

The Daniels Scholarship Program
provides a four-year college schol-
arship for graduating high school
seniors with great potential, strong
character, and big dreams. Daniels
Scholars receive full cost of atten-
dance at partner schools, or up to
$100,000 at other schools across the
United States.

More than just a financial resource
making college possible, the Daniels
Scholarship gives recipients access
to intensive development, coaching
and engagement opportunities to
prepare them as highly sought-after
employees and leaders ready to give
back to their communities and posi-
tively influence American life.

Through the scholarship, Daniels
scholars receive the tools and support
to achieve their highest goals, result-
ing in generationally transformative
impacts for their families and com-
munities.

About the Daniels Fund

Established by cable television
pioneer Bill Daniels, the Daniels

Your source
for community
Nnews.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
970-264-2100
PagosaSUN.com

Fund is a private charitable founda-
tion dedicated to improving Ameri-
can life, with particular focus on
Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and
Wyoming. In addition to the Daniels
Scholarship program, the fund in-
vests in nonprofits through its grants
program and sponsors an ethics
initiative. It is celebrating its 25th
anniversary in 2025.

Visit DanielsFund.org to learn
more.

SPRINGS SALE

March 24th-April 4th

Monday-Friday 10AM to 4PM
BIG SAVINGS

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON ALL BULLFROG SPAS
HOT TUBS

*M Series *STIL *A Series *X Series

SALE

NEW CUSTOMERS ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE 50% OFF OF HOT TUB SERVICING
FOR 6 MONTHS IF THEY PURCHASE A HOT TUB FROM US DURING OUR

HOMESPUN Homespun Hot Tubs
HOT TUBS 301N. Pagosa Blvd. #B-6
(970)344-8437
www.HomespunHotTubs.com

*Servicing for Pagosa Springs area*

You have the right to choose the

autobody repair facility -

no matter who your insurance provider is.
With our DEDICATED TEAM and EFFICIENT SERVICE,
we'll get your car in quickly and back on the road in no time.
From minor dents to major collisions, we handle it all with precision and care.
Don't settle for long wait times or subpar service - visit us today and experience the difference!

Precision Autobody & Collision (970) 731-3111
667 Cloman Blvd.

Pagosa Springs CO 81147

ROADWAINTENANCE

Driveways ® Ponds ® Underground Utilities ® Clean Up
Dozer Work ¢ Land Leveling ® Foundations

ME_'_J n WA QM
EXCAVATION
Michael Preuit | Cell:(970) 946-7303

Bonded &
Insured

20+ years local
experience
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Pet Salon & Boutique

Ye've expanded

MNow accepting)
new clignts.

By appointment only
Tues-Sat 9:30-5:00
970-585-WAGS (9247)

444 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
pawlishedpetsalon.com
pawlishedpetsalonandboutique@gmail.com
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All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

cxo 020

HUD
Publisher's Notice

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Weekdays
7:30 am - 5 pm
Saturdays
9 am -5 pm
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Sports

BASKETBALL

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Four Lady Pirate basketball players were recently recognized by the Intermountain League for their work on the court during the winter season.
From left, Kylie Ketchum was named to the all-conference team, Karsyn Shahan was named to the all-conference team and was the league’s player
of the year, Elizabeth Currier was named to the all-conference team, and Amber Snarr earned an honorable mention.

TRACK

Pirates log seven firsts at Bayfield meet

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

A limited number of Pagosa
Springs High School Pirate track and
field team competed at the Bayfield
Invite 2 on March 29.

Coach Connie O’'Donnell indi-
cates in an email to The SUN not
many competed due to the meet be-
ing over spring break.

But, regardless of the numbers,
O’Donnell indicates Sienna Rose, Abi
Nehring and Colton Lucero stood out,
with all three taking first in multiple
events.

Rose won the 100-, 200- and
400-meter dash events. She ran a
time of 13.36 seconds in the 100, 27.57
seconds in the 200 and one minute,
3.8 seconds in the 400.

O’Donnell notes Rose “signifi-
cantly bettered her time in the 400
meter. She is currently ranked 9th in

the event in the state in 3A.”

Nehring took first in both the dis-
cus and shot put.

In the discus, Nehring threw a
distance of 126 feet, 10 inches. She
led in the shot put with a distance
of 33-7.50.

“Abi was able to win both throw-
ing events. She is still ranked 1st in
the state in 3A for discus. She im-
proved her shot and is now ranked
7th in the state,” O’Donnell wrote.
“Abi’s leadership with the rest of
the throwers is making a difference
too. All of our throwers seem to be
improving daily.”

In the discus, Malorie Morton
finished second with a throw of 101-
6, with Liana Vega taking fifth with a
distance of 79-9.

In the shot put, Morton finished
third with a distance of 28-2.25 and
Vega took eighth with a throw of
25-2.50.

SOCCER

Lady Pirates to host Montezuma-
Cortez for Saturday matchup

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Lady Pirate soccer team will return to
action this weekend after a two-week
spring break hiatus.

The Lady Pirates’ season resumes
this Saturday, April 5, as the team
hosts its first Intermountain League
(IML) game of the year against the
Montezuma-Cortez Panthers at 11
a.m. at Golden Peaks Stadium.

Action will continue for the Lady
Pirates on Tuesday, April 8, as the
team heads to Del Norte to take on
the Del Norte Tigers at 4 p.m.

Coach Trevor Gian explained the
team is “trying to get back in the

swing of things” after spring break.

He explained the Lady Pirates are
focusing on “situational training” in
practice and looking how to develop
more of a “tactical approach,” along
with preparing to play in some nasty
weather this weekend with the fore-
cast predicting cold, wet and windy
conditions.

Gian also spoke about the impor-
tance of IML matchups, noting that
the results of those games will heavily
influence the Lady Pirates’ chances of
making it into the playoffs.

He explained the team is focusing
on being more aggressive in its at-
tacking play and planning on “really
trying to go after ‘em” to create more
scoring opportunities.

ell 1t

in the classifieds

Cars * Bikes ®* Houses ® Land * Saddles * Hay ® Goats
Horses ¢ Boats ® Tools ¢ Furniture ® You name it!

) SRR
The Pagosa Springs S UN

To place your classified ad, call
(970) 264-2100

Madisen Stretton competed in the
triple jump at the invite, taking eighth
with a jump of 24-6.50.

On the boys’ side, Lucero took first
in both the 100 and 200, with
O’Donnell noting he improved his
times in both races.

Lucero ran the 100 in 11.14 sec-
onds and the 200 in 22.93 seconds.

“He improved both his 100 and
200 meter times,” O’'Donnell high-
lights. “He is ranked 5th in the state
in the 100 and 11th in the 200.”

Three other Pirates also competed
in the 100, with Gavin Carter run-
ning a time of 12.12 seconds to finish
eighth, Jonathan Rodriguez taking
35th with a time 0f 13.32 seconds and
Connor Kirkham taking 55th with a
time of 14.51 seconds.

Four other Pirates competed in
the 200. Carter ran a time of 24.78 to
finish fourth, Jonathan Baker finished
15th in 25.89 seconds, Rodriguez
finished 32nd in 27.89 seconds and
Jerry Su finished 3th in 28.49 seconds.

Trevor Faber took 12th in the 400,
running a time of 59.19 seconds.

Weston Sweet garnered 10th in
the 800-meter run with a time of
2:35.71.

Sweet took 14th in the 1,600-meter
run with a time of 6:08.74, with Eli
Nehring following in 15th in 6:10.80.

Eli Nehring garnered fourth in the
3,200-meter run with a time of
13:09.25.

Jeremiah Jones was the sole Pirate
to take part in several events.

In the 110-meter hurdles, Jones
took second with a time of 17.74
seconds.

“Jeremiah Jones keeps improving
his hurdle times,” the coach high-
lights. “If he can get down into the
16sinthe 110 hurdles, there is a good

punctuality.

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing
water. Water mixed with the normal environments
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump
system installations and repairs as well as moisture
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

chance that he could make it to state
in the event.”

Jones took fourth in the 300-meter
hurdles with a time of 46.59 seconds.

He also took fourth in the high
jump with a height of 6 feet.

With a distance of 37-3.50, Jones
took third in the triple jump.

Four Pirates took part in the long
jump, with Lucero taking second
with a jump of 19-2. Baker took sixth
with a distance of 17-2. Vincent Fish
followed in ninth with a jump of 16-
10.5. Kirkham notched 25th with a
jump of 13-10.5.

In discus, Emile Schneider led the
Pirates with a throw of 116-0 to take
second. Aidan Vega finished fourth
with a throw of 106-0. Davian Coss
finished 15th with a throw of 67-5.

Schneider took sixth in shot put
with a throw 0f 33-7.00. Vega followed
in 10th with a distance of 29-7.75.
Lincoln Butler finished 13th with a
throw of28-10.00. Coss notched 20th
with a throw of 25-4.00.

This week, the Pirate varsity squad
will head to Pueblo for the John Tate
Invitational, which is slated to kick off
at 9 a.m. on Friday, April 4, weather
permitting.

“We are excited to see some differ-
ent competition on Friday in Pueblo,”
O’Donnell wrote. “The meet is at
Dutch Clark Stadium which hosted
the 3A state track meet for years be-
fore the event included all classifica-
tions together in Denver. There will
still be 2 schools from our conference,
Alamosa and Centauri. As excited as
we are about the competition, we are
a bit worried about the weather.”

According to the National Weather
Service, Pueblo is likely to see rain
and snow Friday.

randi@pagosasun.com
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TREE SERVICE PROVIDER

- Tree Trimming and Pruning

- Hazard Tree Removals

- Lot Clearing & Fire Mitigation
- Cabling and Bracing

HAVE MEDICAID?

WA  You may qualify for
FREE transportation.

transportation

to anywhere in Colorado
and border state
approved cities for
Medicaid insured rides
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Call WJP/A1 Taxi to get
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Pipes froze and flooded your home?
Call us for 24/7 Emergency Response

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service
you and your family through providing quality in our
work, and being timely and efficient.
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DISASTER
RESTORATION

FLOOD MITIGATION

CRAWLSPACE
INSPECTIONS/
WORK

Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238
MountainMenDM.com  mail@mountainmendm.com

Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

Disaster Mitigation
Smoke and Odor
Removal

BJ Jones
970-749-9028

Mold Remediation
Structural Drying
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BASKETBALL

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

A pair of Pirate basketball players were recently recognized by the Intermountain League for their work on
the court during the winter season. Seth Zeigler, left, earned an honorable mention, and Colt Lewis was named

to the all-conference team.

BASEBALL

Pirates return to action following break

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate baseball team returned to ac-
tion on Wednesday, April 2, following
spring break.

While the team was not originally
scheduled to return to action until
April 8, coach Ben Garcia noted that
the team was able to add a game
against the 2A Trinidad Miners.

“We had all those games canceled
early on,” Garcia said, noting there
has been an attempt to see if the
school could arrange more games
for the team.

That, he indicated, has been “kind
of crazy.”

On Monday, Trinidad was avail-
able, but no neutral field was avail-
able for the teams to meet at. On
Tuesday, no officials were available.

The team was finally able to play
in Monte Vista Wednesday afternoon.

“Monte Vista really helped us out,’
Garcia said.

The Pirates entered the game with
a 3-0record, with the Miners owning
an 0-1 record.

Garcia explained Tuesday he was

s Public

hoping the team would respond
well after not having played since
March 18.

“I'm hoping that we are able to
respond better than we did last year,’
he said, adding the team was sluggish
after the break last year and was not
prepared.

The emphasis heading into the
break, he indicated, was to come back
better than when they left if possible.

“I'think we were doing some really
good things prior to the break,” the
coach said. “So, I'm excited to see
how we come out”

While several of the team’s varsity
players were gone for all of break, Gar-
ciaindicated, 12-15 players continued
to work locally at open practices.

He added he’sinterested in seeing
what some of the freshmen who were
at practices over break can do.

“I'm really excited to see some of
our freshmen that have, you know,
responded and look pretty good,”
he said, adding they’ll be given an
opportunity. “It’s a great time to see
what they can do, and it only makes
us deeper if they're capable”

He added he hopes to see them
catch the balls hit to them, make

Notices

FOR PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING ON APRIL
24, 2025

LES FAUST has applied for a WAREHOUSE AND MINI
STORAGE, CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT on the Par-
cel of SEC 20, TWN 35, RNG 2W, in the Pagosa Village
Service Commercial Subdivision at 513 Park Avenue,
Pagosa Springs, CO (PLN-CUP-25-025). The property
is zoned COMMERCIAL (C).

Comments regarding this case may be submitted to
Archuleta County Development Services-Planning De-
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147-
1507, telephone: (970) 264-1390 or to Planning@
archuletacounty.org prior to the public hearing by the
Archuleta County Planning Commission on April 24,
2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the County Commissioners Meet-
ing Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs and via
Zoom Link.

Published April 3 and 17, 2025 The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (261211)

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION
AND
CERTIFIED STATEMENT OF RESULTS
§1-13.5-513(6), 32-1-104, 1-11-103(3) C.R.S.
NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN the Upper San Juan
Health Service District d/b/a/ Pagosa Springs Medical
Center, Archuleta and portions of Hinsdale and Mineral
Counties, Colorado, that at the close of business on the
sixty-third day before the election, there were not more
candidates for director than offices to be filled, includ-
ing candidates filing affidavits of intent to be write-in
candidates; therefore, the election to be held on May
6, 2025 is hereby canceled pursuant to section 1-13.5-
513(6) C.R.S.
The following candidates are herby declared elected:
Kate Alfred - Four (4) year term until May, 2029
Wayne Hooper - Four (4) year term until May, 2029
Erik Foss - Four (4) year term until May, 2029
Ashley Wilson - Four (4) year term until May, 2029
Mark Floyd - Two (2) year term until May, 2027
Kathy Campbell - Two (2) year term until May, 2027
Antoinette Martinez
Designated Election Official
Contact Person for the District: Antoinette Martinez,
DEO
Telephone Number of the District: (970) 507-3814
Address of the District: 95 S. Pagosa Blvd., Pagosa
Springs, CO 81147
District Email: DEO@PSMedicalCenter.org
Published April 3, 2025 in The Pagosa Springs SUN.
(261199)

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PETITION FOR
CHANGE OF NAME
Public Notice is given on March 20, 2025 that a Petition
for a Change of Name of an Adult has been filed with
the Archuleta Combined Court.
The Petition requests that the name of
Eric Carl Winter-Tamkin
be changed to
Eric Carl Winter.
By Nancy McBroom, Deputy Clerk
Published March 27 and April 3, 10, 2025 in The
Pagosa Springs Sun. (260873)

SHAWN TUNNELL AND ANY OTHER INTERESTED
PARTY ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to
appear and defend against the claims of the complaint
filed with the court in this action, by filing with the clerk
of the court an answer or other response to Civil Action
No. 2024CV030074, District Court, Archuleta County,
State of Colorado, Plaintiff Michael Maestas V. Defen-
dant Shawn Tunnell, an individual. You are required to
file your answer or other response within 35 days after
the service of this summons upon you. Service of this

summons shall be complete on the day of the last pub-
lication. A copy of the complaint may be obtained from
the clerk of the court.

If you fail to file your answer or other response to the
complaint in writing within 35 days after the date of the
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the
complaint without further notice.

This is an action in which Plaintiff is seeking to estab-
lish an access easement in their favor and against the
named Defendant. The real property at issue is known
as 380 Catchpole Dr., Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.
Plaintiff’s attorney of record is Lucas P. Schaffer, Atty.
Reg. No. 56597, 900 S. Main Street Suite 100, Long-
mont, CO 80501.

Published March 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10, 2025 in The
Pagosa Springs SUN. (259515)

REAL PROPERTY TAXPAYER REMEDIES
(Media Release)
NAME AND ADDRESS OF CONTACT:

herri B — Hinsdal nty A: r
PO Box 28
Lake Cit 12:

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 970-944-2225 ext. 140

For tax years 2025 and 2026, the county assessor is re-
quired by law to appraise all real property at a June 30,
2024 level of value. Notices of Valuation reflecting the
2025 values will be sent to owners of real property by
May 1. The information used by the assessor to value
your property is available for your review.

From May 2 through June 9, owners of real property
may protest the value or the classification established
by the assessor. This protest period provides an oppor-
tunity for taxpayers to inform the assessor of errors in
classification, property description, or other discrepan-
cies that may result in a reduction in value or a change
in classification.

Protests to the assessor must be postmarked or pre-
sented in person on or before June 9. The assessor
must make a decision concerning your protest and mail
you a written Notice of Determination on or before the
last working day in June.

If you are satisfied with the or's determination,
the tax bill you receive next January will be based on
the value and classification reflected on the Notice of
Determination.

If you disagree with the assessor’s decision, you may
file an appeal with the county board of equalization.
An appeal to the county board of equalization must be
postmarked or hand-delivered no later than July 15.
The county board will notify you by mail of the hearing
date, time, and place where you may present evidence
to substantiate your case. Evidence includes docu-
mentation such as the sale prices of properties similar
to yours that sold between January 1, 2023 and June
30, 2024 (or up to 5 years if necessary). The county
board will conclude hearings and render decisions by
the close of business on August 5. The county board
must mail you a decision within five business days of
the date of its decision. If you are satisfied with the
county board’s decision, the tax bill you receive next
January will be based on the valuation and classifica-
tion reflected in the county board’s decision.

If you disagree with the action of the county board,
you may file an appeal with the State Board of Assess-
ment Appeals or the district court, or you may request a
binding arbitration hearing. Your appeal must be made
within 30 days of the date of the county board’s mailed
decision.

For additional information regarding the protest and
appeal process, contact your county assessor at 970-
944-2225 ext. 140.

Published April 3, 2025 in The Pagosa Springs SUN.
(260998)

routine plays, swing the bat and be
aggressive at the plate within reason.

“They’ve been doing a good job of
that,” he said, adding that, more than
anything, he’s excited for the team
to play.

Results of the matchup were not
available by press time Wednesday
and will be included in the April 10
issue of The SUN.

Following the game against the
Miners, the Pirates will travel to San-
ford on Tuesday, April 8, to face the 20
Mustangs beginning at 3 p.m.

The Mustangs held a 2-1 record
heading into a Wednesday double-
header against the Centauri Falcons.

Garcia noted Sanford is “always a
very good team” and is athletic in all
sports.

He added the game will be an-
other good test as the team gets back
in the swing of things.

In each of the games, the coach
noted, the Pirates will be playing
against themselves and working to
continue getting better.

They’ll also be looking to see who
the team’s No. 2 and No. 3 starters are
behind Cooper Ralston.

randi@pagosasun.com

PUBLIC
NOTICES:
YOUR RIGH
TO KNOW

The notices you see

on this page include
important information
from local governmental
bodies and attorneys
that may be of interest
to you. These notices
can include information
about public hearings,
property assessments
and changes in
assessment, assumed
names, name changes,
claims notices, public
meeting dates and
financial statements.

Legal
advertising

Deadline: Friday 4 p.m.*

Bring your legal advertisement
or public notice to our offices
at 457 Lewis Street, or email to
legal@pagosasun.com

*Deadlines are moved up for
holiday weeks. Please check for
an ad in the paper for specific
dates and times.

PAGOSA SPRINGS

REAL ESTATE & RELOCATION GUIDE

N Call today
to place
your ad!

{

e Space & Copy

Deadline
May 2

“ ﬂ_“‘ .

¥ _ 7
Published by The Pagosa Springs Sl

Overview

New this year is our Business and Service Directory! Ask about being included in this great special
section of the publication. Other sections of the guide highlight Pagosa Springs'Business and
Economy, Education, Health Care Resources, Real Estate and Construction, Leisure, Active Adults
and Getting Settled, making it a useful tool for businesses and families looking to relocate to our
beautiful part of Colorado.

Distribution

10,000 copies of the Relocation Guide will be printed for distribution by area businesses, on
newsstands and in one edition of The Pagosa Springs SUN. Distribution will begin mid June.

A digital version will be online at PagosaSUN.com

Call to place your ad today!
The Pagosa Springs SUN ¢ 970-264-2100

*
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Website Development

Designed in WordPress and includes:

v Call Tracking
v Form Tracking
v Mobile Optimized

y'l'

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)
v 5 SEO Keywords

-
Online Display

v 10K Impressions per month

v Hosting
v Unlimited Edits
v ADA Compliant

+$200

Generate even more leads with
Search Engine Marketing (SEM)!

s JustS499 95N

Startup fee $250 (one time)

*12-month commitment. $1,000 fee if transferred within one year.

Contact Caleb Anderson:
Call 561.727.9376
E-mail canderson@orourkemediagroup.com

() 9RQURKE

www.orourkemediagroup.com
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Outdoors

Community outdoor recreation survey open

Pagosa Area Recreation Coalition

What do you think about the rec-
reation opportunities in the Pagosa
Springs area? How should land man-
agers prioritize future management
investments?

The Pagosa Area Recreation Coali-
tion (PARC) is conducting a survey

to better understand recreation pri-
orities and explore interest in future
projects and funding mechanisms.

Access the survey at PagosaParc.
org.

PARCisalocal coalition dedicated
to supporting the development of a
sustainable recreation plan for the
study area region, which includes the

Town of Pagosa Springs, Archuleta
County, and portions of Mineral and
Hinsdale counties.

Representatives from each of the
primary land management agencies
(county, town, U.S. Forest Service,
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, and
the Pagosa Lakes Property Owners
Association) lead this coalition and

ensure thoughtful collaboration and
coordination.

Your input will help this coalition
better understand the needs and de-
sires of the community and fine-tune
future recommendations relating to
recreation management.

Visit PagosaParc.org to learn more
about PARC.

Wildfire mitigation grants announced

By Kristy Burnett
Colorado State Forest Service

On April 1, Gov. Jared Polis and the
Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS)
announced $7.04 million in wildfire
mitigation grants.

In total, the CSFS will award the
$7.04 million to 37 projects in 26
counties across Colorado.

Included in the funding is Wildfire
Adapted Partnership for community
fuelsreduction in Southwest Colorado

Colorado’s diverse forests cover
more than 24 million acres, and they
provide crucial benefits, including
clean air and water, habitat for wild-
life, outdoor recreation and more.

All of these values that Colorado’s
forests provide are at risk of wildfire.
Since 2018, the state of Colorado
has provided funding to assist com-
munities and groups across Colo-
rado to reduce their wildfire risk and
promote forest health through the
Forest Restoration and Wildfire Risk
Mitigation (FRWRM) grant program,
administered by the CSFS.

“Preventing wildfires is an all-

hands-on-deck effort in Colorado.
Wildfires continue to be a serious
threat to Colorado communities, and
investing in fire mitigation initiatives
and helping communities create de-
fensible spaces helps all Coloradans
and firefighters to be better prepared
in the event of a fire emergency. This
$7.04 million in wildfire grants will
provide the essential resources that are
crucial to continue building resilience
to wildfires across Colorado,” Polis said.

The FRWRM grant program has a
matching requirement, either
through cash or in-kind contribu-
tions.

Award recipients in areas with
fewer economicresources, as defined
by the social vulnerability index layer
within the Colorado Forest Atlas,
must match 25 percent of the project
total, and all other award recipients
must match 50 percent of the total
project cost, amounting to nearly $9
million in match.

With these matching funds in-
cluded, communities and groups
across Colorado will invest about $16
million in efforts dedicated to forest

restoration and wildfire mitigation.
The projects awarded in this fund-
ing cycle will also build capacity for
wildfire mitigation projects through
staffing and equipment purchases.

The funding for this round of FR-
WRM awards will help Coloradans
complete the following activities:

e Build community capacity to
address wildfire.

e Reduce the risk of wildfire to
people, property and infrastructure.

e Promote forest health and resto-
ration.

e Encourage the use of wood from
forest health and fuels reduction
projects.

“Addressing forest health and
wildfire mitigation at the local level
is the most efficient and effective
way to make Colorado’s forests more
resilient,” said Matt McCombs, state
forester and director of the CSFS.
“This funding is crucial each year to
protect our homes, critical infrastruc-
ture and our way of life””

For the 2024-2025 round of FR-
WRM grants, the CSES received 95 eli-
gible applications requesting nearly

$25 million. Since $7.04 million was
available for this round of grants, 58
projects totaling nearly $15.4 million
could not be funded. In addition, of
the 37 awarded projects, the CSFS
could only partially fund six of them,
leaving about $2.5 million of their
original requests unfunded.

“The Colorado State Forest Ser-
vices FRWRM grant is a critical ele-
ment in our overall state efforts to
improve forest health and reduce the
risk of wildfires on our landscapes,
and creating fire-adapted communi-
ties,” said Dan Gibbs, executive direc-
tor of the Colorado Department of
Natural Resources. “Colorado is one
lightning strike and one unattended
campfire away from our next wildfire.
With about half of all Coloradans
living in the wildland-urban inter-
face, these grants provide important
capacity for locally and regionally
driven wildfire prevention efforts.”

The CSFS will announce the next
round of funding assistance through
the FRWRM grant program in the fall.
For information about the program,
visit the CSFS website.

Commissioners approve cancellation of taxes on Forest Service property

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

Aplotofland located off of County
Road 193, near Chimney Rock Na-
tional Monument, was recently
returned to its rightful owner — the
U.S. Forest Service (USFS).

The Archuleta County Board of
County Commissioners (BoCC)
unanimously approved Resolution
2025-24 during a regular meeting on
March 18, canceling uncollectable tax
assessments on a property located at
X County Road 193.

Earlier that day, County Treasurer
Elsa White briefed the BoCC on
the matter during a work session,
explaining that she first noticed the
property when she took office in
2019 as it was listed as a “no tax sale”
account due to the possibility of the
USFS owning the land.

White explained that she con-
sulted with the assessor’s office and
was unable to find any documenta-
tion on the property, though she
opted not to take it to tax sale if for
somereason the USFS did in fact own
the parcel, which is approximately

80 acres.

White then mentioned that in
February, someone inquired about
the property, explaining she re-
ceived an email from a USFS em-
ployee providing documentation
showing the land was acquired by
the USFS through a quit claim deed
that was initiated in 1907 and final-
ized in 1908.

According to a notice from the
USES attached in the March 18 BoCC
meeting agenda, “Archuleta County,
Colorado, erroneously foreclosed
upon federal land and sold land

parcels for tax delinquency. Said tax
parcels were created in error, and
the property therein is not subject
to County taxation, nor may said
property be foreclosed upon or sold
for non-payment of taxes.”

White explained that her request
to the BoCC was to cancel the collec-
tion of taxes from years 2018 to 2022
in the amount of $9,241.25.

“It rightfully belongs to the Forest
Service,” White said.

Commissioner Warren Brown
asked how a situation like this hap-
pens, to which White replied, “They

Veterans Crisis Line

free, confidential support to
veterans in crisis — 24/7/365.

(800) 273-8255
or text 838255

Thursday wouldn’t be

Thur

The Pagosa Springs SUN

Name

Address

City State Zip

[ Mastercard [ Visa [d Check enclosed

Account number

Expiration date

Signature

4 In County $35 yearly

includes digital access at PagosaSUN.com

[ Out of county $45 yearly

includes digital access at PagosaSUN.com

The Pagosa Springs Sun

PO Box 9

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

really do not know how this got past
them.

County Attorney Todd Weaver
mentioned that this will help “clean
up the books.”

clayton@pagosasun.com

DEFENDING

YOUR RIGHTS
FOR OVER 18 YEARS

DANIEL
SHAFFER
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Reputation. Respect. Results

« ATTORNEY «

Protecting your interests
LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE
BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS
New location: Downtown, above the theatre
422 PAGOSA ST, NO. 5

970-880-0468 « 412-508-1060
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Local and established

Contact us for new construction, remodels,
excavation, roofing and roof heat systems.

970-799-6278
42Belowconstructioncompany@gmail.com
Located at 91 Stevens Lake Road, Pagosa Springs, Colorado

Police Misconduct
Civil Rights Violations
Wrongful Death
Disability Violations
Excessive Force

Unlawful Seizure and
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FREE CONSULTATION
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Photo courtesy Bob Endres

This tom was seen strutting near Eight Mile Mesa earlier this week. Reportedly, the nearby hens were unim-
pressed and declined to pay the tom any attention.

Report: Outbreaks of forest
pests spread during warm year

By Kristy Burnett
Colorado State Forest Service

The annual forest health report,
released by the Colorado State Forest

Service (CSFS), assesses the condi-  in Gunnison County and in parts of native insect. 1= treated. Seems pretty simple.

tion of Colorado’s forests during southwest Colorado; acres of trees « Southeast Colorado: Western $ DIVISION OF GLACIER BANK

another warm, dry year for the state.  killed by Douglas-fir beetle surpassed spruce budworm remains wide- et ONE BIC HAPPY LITTLE BANK
Following a wet and cool year in  a level not seen in nearly a decade; spread in this part of the state, in- =

2023, the shift back to near-record and western balsam bark beetle festing 26,000 acres of forests in Park ;

temperatures and below-average remains the deadliest forest pest in  County alone last year. Spruce beetle L

precipitation in Colorado last year  Colorado for the third year in a row.  is making a notable impact in forests ;_

stressed trees needing several years  Thisyear’s report contains interactive  in Costilla, Custer, Huerfano and Park -

of mild conditions to build defenses mapsand data for the publicandland  counties, while mountain pine beetle —
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Bark beetles and other insectsare  impacting forests. the margins of the 2013 Black Forest —|

building populations in forests across
the state and changing fuel dynamics
for wildfire as they leave dead and
dying trees in their wake.

“Trees in Colorado can'’t catch a
break as our climate becomes warm-
er and dryer in Colorado,” said Matt
McCombs, state forester and direc-
tor of the CSFS. “This ongoing trend
toward persistent drought and higher
temperatures not only makes trees
easier prey for insects, butitincreases
the risk of large and severe wildfires.
Couple that with more people living
in areas prone to burn and the state
faces enormous challenges. The good
news is we know Colorado is on the
right path to address these challenges
and foster forests and communities
that are resilient to wildfire and for-
est pests.”

2024 key takeaways

The 2024 report on the health of
Colorado’s forests details what insects
and diseases remain the most preva-
lent forest health issues and where
they are increasing their footprints, as
well as the science behind the man-
agement actions taken to promote
wildfire-resilient forests and healthy
watersheds.

o Insects and diseases: Western
spruce budworm remains the most
widespread forest pest in Colorado,
according to aerial survey data from

the CSFS and U.S. Forest Service
Rocky Mountain Region. Data from
the aerial survey also indicate moun-
tain pine beetle continues to build
populations along the Front Range,

o Wildfire-resilient forests: The
CSFS and its partners take a science-
based approach to managing forests
so they are resilient to wildfire. In this
year’s report, the CSFS cites peer-
reviewed research that underpins the
principles of forest management, be-
cause active managementis critical to
help keep wildfires at a low severity
and protect the many benefits that
forests provide.

o Healthy watersheds: Colorado’s
forested watersheds are vital to the
nation’s fresh water supply. With a
dry climate, frequent droughts in
Colorado and growing demand for
water, protecting this water supply
is a high priority for the CSFS and its
partners. This year’s report details
how high-severity wildfire can impact
water quality, provides examples of
costly wildfires that degraded water
infrastructure, and describes actions
the CSFS and water providers take to
promote healthy watersheds.

Regional forest health
issues

The 2024 forest health report gives
an update on the most prevalent for-
est pests on a regional level:

o Northeast Colorado: Mountain
pine beetle is making a comeback
along the Front Range after devas-
tating 80 percent of pine forests in
Colorado from 1996-2014. In addi-

Members can now vote online in
the LPEA elections!

Learn more;

Ipea.coop/elections

tion, emerald ash borer continues
its spread across the northern Front
Range with Fort Collins, Loveland,
Lakewood and Centennial all report-
ing detections of this deadly, non-

Fire burn scar in El Paso County.

o Southwest Colorado: Western
spruce budworm, Douglas-fir beetle
and spruce beetle are prominent is-
sues in many counties across south-
west Colorado. The roundheaded
pine beetle complex expanded its
footprint in the Glade area of the
San Juan National Forest northwest
of Dolores, as well as the Naturita
Canyon and Iron Spring Mesa areas
of San Miguel County.

o Northwest Colorado: Across
higher elevations in northwest Colo-
rado, subalpine fir trees continue to
succumb to western balsam bark
beetle acting alongside fungi that
cause root decay. Pifion Ips beetle
is attacking pinon pine trees in
Garfield, Mesa and Pitkin counties,
while Douglas-fir beetle has heav-
ily impacted Douglas-fir forests in
those same counties along with Eagle
County.

Each year, the forest health report
provides information to the Colorado
General Assembly and residents of
Colorado about the health and condi-
tion of forests across the state.

Information for the report comes
from an annual aerial forest health
survey by the CSFS and U.S. Forest
Service Rocky Mountain Region,
as well as field inspections, CSES
contacts with forest landowners and
special surveys.
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144 EAST EIGHTH ST, DURANGO CO 81301 970.247.1818
1710 NORTH MAIN, DURANGO CO 81301 970.247.2828

305 HOT SPRINGS BLVD, PAGOSA SPRINGS CO 81147 970.264.1

At Bank of the San Juans we know
a lot about banking. But we
know even more about people. And
the first thing we ever learned was
to treat folks the way you want to be
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Brews for Rescues to offer
craft beer, live music and medieval
combat for a pawsome cause

By Shane Lucero
Rugby’s Rescue House

Get ready for an unforgettable day of craft beer, live
music and high-energy entertainment — all for a great
cause.

Brews for Rescues is returning to the Archuleta County
Fairgrounds, bringing together more than 40 beers from
some of the region’s best breweries to support Rugby’s
Rescue House, alocal dogrescue dedicated to giving pups
a second chance at a happy home.

Brews for Rescues will be from noon to 5 p.m. on April
26 at the Archuleta County Fairgrounds. Admission,
which includes unlimited beer tastings, is $25 online or
$35 at the door.

There will be live music by A-Mac and The Height,
offering Denver based genre-blending fusion of reggae,
hip-hop, funk and alternative rock with powerful, hook-
driven songwriting. Check out their music at https://
amacandtheheight.com/.

There will also be food trucks with local flavors to keep
you fueled for the fun.

Proceeds benefit Rugby’s Rescue House.

New this year will be the Brewfest Brawls — live ar-
mored combat.

Brewfest Brawls will kick off at 1 p.m. on the fair-
grounds campus. This full-contact, medieval-inspired
combat sport features warriors in historically inspired
armor battling it out with blunted weapons in duels, team
fights and epic melees.

It's a one-of-a-kind spectacle that will make this spring
kickoff event even more legendary.

So, whether you're coming for the beer, the beats
or the battles, there’s something for everyone at Brews
for Rescues. Don’t miss out — get your tickets now at
brewsforrescues2025.eventbrite.com before they’re gone.

About Rugby’s Rescue House

Rugby’s Rescue House is a nonprofit dedicated to res-
cuing and rehabilitating dogs in need, ensuring they find
loving forever homes. Every sip at Brews for Rescues helps
provide medical care, food and shelter to pups waiting for
their second chance.

For more information, visit www.rugbysrescue.com.

Earth Day celebration planned for April 19

By Pauline Benetti
Southwest Organization for Sustainability

This is the year to celebrate Earth
Day. This is the year for everyone to
come out and identify as a stake-
holder in the future of our planet.

The date? April 19 from 9 a.m. to 2
p-m. The place? Centennial Park. The
sponsor, the Southwest Organization
for Sustainability (SOS), requests that
you add that information to your

calendar.

The Early Mindfulness Hour from 9
to 10 a.m. willinclude the earth bless-
ing, aland acknowledgment, a sound
bath, yoga in the park and a wetland
tour with the Riverwalk Naturalist
Program. Participants will be setting
up their displays during this hour and
be ready to greet visitor by 10 a.m.

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., visitors
can enjoy acommunity tea gathering,
World Migratory Bird Day, tours of

the Geothermal Greenhouse Partner-
ship’s Education Dome and the used
clothing swap. For children, there will
be chalk art. There will also be food
trucks. For the first time there will be
a creative open mic slam to which
are invited musicians of all stripes,
singers and poets.

Everyone who had a booth last
year has already received an invita-
tion to this year’s celebration. Those
H See Celebration on next page
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San Juan Stargazers to see
demonstration of star lab April 3

By Joan Mieritz
San Juan Stargazers

The monthly meeting of the San
Juan Stargazers will be on April 3.

We will meet at the regular time of
6 p.m. for our social time.

We will meet at our regular loca-
tion — the Community United Meth-
odist Church at 434 Lewis St. Please
use the convenient parking lot and
side door that leads into the kitchen
and fellowship hall. We keep the front
doors locked.

At 7 p.m. we will walk together one
block to Pagosa Springs Middle School
for a demonstration of the star lab.

We need to arrive together because
the door will not be left open after we
are inside, and we will also lock the
church while we are gone.

About six years ago, before COVID,
the Stargazers contributed $1,000 as a
club, and several individual contribu-
tions were made of several more hun-
dred dollars by club members.

The star lab cost around $50,000
and can be used to teach several dif-
ferent areas of science at various levels
of instruction.

It should be a super educational
program, as well as being a lot of fun.

Chimney Rock Interpretive
Association progams

Lastweek, the Chimney Rock Inter-
pretive Association (CRIA) team lead-

Kindergarten
open house set at
Pagosa Springs
Elementary School

By Sally Geren

Pagosa Springs Elementary School

Please join us for our kindergarten
open house on Wednesday, April 9,
from 4 to 6 p.m.

This is an opportunity for you to
meet us and learn more about what
to expect next school year.

We look forward to seeing you.

Celebration —

H continued from previous page
who are interested for the first time,
please consider this an invitation.
All you need is a table, something to
give away and a willingness to engage
visitors as they pass by. To help pay
expenses there will be a small fee ($20
for businesses, $15 for nonprofits).

For more information or to sign
up, contact SOS at sworgsus@gmail.
com.

Men+ Women + (hildren

HEADLINES BY CARMEN

(970) 264-2548
358S.10TH

ers of the many educational programs
offered at Chimney Rockmetto decide
how to handle the Forest Service gov-
ernment cuts.

We are basically going to try to do
theregular programing as close as pos-
sible to what we have done in the past.

We will be doing seven regular night
sky programs and two Perseid meteor
shower programs in August.

We will use telescopes whenever
possible, but rain and especially light-
ning place necessary restrictions for
our safety.

Night sky programs are on Fridays.

Following is a list of planned pro-
grams:

» May 30: The gate will open at 7:30
p-m. and the program will start at 8:15
H See Stargazers on next page

$100
il OFF
Beer of the Month

Oskar Blues Brewery 6- pack
®  Spirit of

offerends
04/30/25

Svedka
1751, hashe

970-264-2749
M-SAT 9AM TO MIDNIGHT

SUNDAY 9 AMTO 10 PM
Next to River Center - Hwy. 160 - East Pagosa Springs

Wine of the

Month OFF
Starborough 11
Sauvignon Blanc |
750ml @ (\ E
offerends Gl ﬁ B

SUPPLY

SALE
$5.80

ACE REWARDS
-s08° EXCLUSIVE*

Miracle-Gro® All
Purpose Garden
Soil, 1 Cu. Ft.
7102692

Limit 60 at this price.

Nss
- COLORADO HOME

SALE
$4.93

ACE REWARDS
'3160 EXCLUSIVE*

$333

each

Scotts® Nature
Scapes® Color

Enhanced Mulch,
2Cu. Ft.

7394695, 7394703, 7394711
Limit 60 each at this price.

SALE _$50 ACE REWARDS

$799.99 E)ELUSIVE'

ACE REWARDS
$27.99 -$5 EXCLUSIVE*

Roundup® Ready-to-Use
Weed & Grass Killer, 1 Gal.
7028605 Limit 5 at this price.
Concentrate, 35.2 0z, 7029018...SALE
$29.99 - $5.00 Ace Rewards Exclusive,*
You Pay $24.99. Limit 5 at this price.

e
BT eniee %

Toro® Recycler® Self-Propell

q

High Wheel Gas Mower

- 22" st ing deck

charge (optional) or bag

ges needed — just check and top off
+ 3-year quaranteed-to-start engine warranty
7026286

SALE

ACE REWARDS
$36.99 _34

EXCLUSIVE*

Roundup® Dual Action Weed

Clark 7 Pc. Dining Set

« Includes table, 2 swivel chairs, 4 stationary chairs
* Durable steel frames

8090127

9' Tiltable Patio Umbrella,

8090175...SALE $139.99

v it
& Grass Killer Plus 4 Month -
Preventer, 1 Gal. %i‘ YOUOICE
7016356 Limit 5 at this price. e _

5242

ACE REWARDS
EXCLUSIVE"

SAVE

INSTANTLY

Scotts® EZ Seed®,
3.75Lb.”
7206428,7229412

Limit 5 each.

ACE REWARDS $
EXCLUSIVE'
INSTANTLY

CRAFTSMAN?® 21" Variable-
Speed Self-Propelled High
Wheel FWD Gas Mower
7040527

21" Variable-Speed Self-Propelled FWD Gas

Mower, 7040526... Ace Rewards Exclusive*,
SAVE $30.00 INSTANTLY.

21" Variable-Speed Self-Propelled
Gas Mower, 7040525... Ace Rewards
Exclusive?, SAVE 20.00 INSTANTLY.

Deluxe Resin
A ack Chair
ors.
06598, 8106599,
8106600, 8106602, 8106603,

8106604, 8106605, 8106606,
8106607

525 Navajo Trail D

r RT Outdoor Polywood.
it stock

YETI

YETI® Rambler® 20 Oz. Stackable
Cup with MagsSlider™ Lid

Assorted colors.

8101301, 8101302, 8102882

Rambler® 16 Oz. Stackable Cup with MagSlider™ Lid,
8100971, 8100972, 8102877...525.00 each.

PJ OUTDOOR
T ——FURNITURE—

High quality « Lots of colors

Prices are as marked. All sales final on discounted items, cash and carry, no returns on sale items, discounts do not apply to sale items, sale prices may not be combined
with other discounts. Delivery and set up or installation not included. Some other exclusions may apply. Limited to stock on hand.

rive « 731-4022

See our ads on TerrysACE.com
Shop www.acehardware.com for free in store pickup

Hardware

Mon-Fri 7:30-6 « Sat 8-5 « Sun 9-4
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Pagosa Peak Genealogical Society to meet Saturday

By Carolyn Paschal
Pagosa Peak Genealogical Society

The Pagosa Peak Genealogical
Society will hold its regular monthly
meeting this Saturday, April 5.

We will meet from 10 a.m. to noon
at the Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St., in the fellow-
ship hall.

There will be a short business
meeting followed by a presentation by
Jeanine Angle Dobbins.

Dobbins is a staff genealogist for
the national society of the Daughters
of the American Revolution. She has
been researching her own family his-
tory for over 25 years, documenting
her family in the United States back
to aJamestowne resident in the 1600s.

She earned her B.A. cum laude in
history with a minor in mathemat-
ics from California State University,
Northridge, and master’s degree in
history from the same institution. She
put her training in research to work
as areal estate land title abstractor for
the law firm of Whitehead and Mccoy,
in Natchitoches, La., after her gradua-

tion. She and her late husband, David,
retired to Durango in 1993.

In addition to the Daughters of the
American Revolution, she has estab-
lished membership in U.S. Daughters
0f1812, Colonial Dames XVII Centu-
ry, Jamestowne Society, Dames of the
Court of Honor, Associated Daugh-
ters of Early American Witches, the
Order of the Crown of Charlemagne,
Daughters of American Colonists,
Daughters of the Union 1861-1865,
Daughters of Union Veterans of the
Civil War, Magna Charta Dames and
Barons, National Society of New
England Women, Order of Descen-
dants of Colonial Cavaliers, Sons and
Daughters of Pilgrims, and National
Society Women Descendants of the
Ancient and Honorable Artillery
Company.

Dobbins lives in Durango, where
she is the mother of two feline fur ba-
bies, Tommy and Buddy.

The topic of her program is “Full-
Text Search: Greatest Innovation Since
Sliced Bread.”

Familysearch.org launched its
full-text search engine about a year

ago. It has enabled genealogists to
find records for their ancestors in lo-
cations that were unexpected. Stories
of finding documents in minutes that
researchers had unsuccessfully been
searching for are common. Dobbins
will take us on a tour of the program
and give us tips on how to use it.

The genealogical society meets on
the first Saturday of each month. It
hosts guest speakers on awide range
of topics relating to genealogy and
history, including the rich history of
our local area. We are a member of
the Colorado Council of Genealogi-
cal Societies, where we have access to
professional speakers from across the
state. Our society has also partnered
with the Town of Pagosa Springs in
its ongoing efforts to research and
improve our local cemeteries.

Visitors are encouraged to attend
our meetings, so please join us this
Saturday to learn more about this in-
formative topic.

For more information, please con-
tact Carolyn Paschal at carolynpas-
chal@gmail.com or check out our
website, pagosapeakgs.org.

Inventory is low!

Buyers are in town!
Buying or Selling — I would love to help you!

Debbie Loewen

Employing Broker
(970) 946-3480

debbie@ownpagosa.com
TOP 5 IN SELLING PAGOSA 5 years in a row

Phomdson Mouriin Poprtes

448 PAGOSA STREET - OWNPAGOSA.COM

2016 & 2018 SPIRIT AWARD, 2019 REALTOR OF THE YEAR
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Stargazers
: ©

H continued from previous page center, (877) 444-6777isthe onlyway  sary Apollo 13 program in Houston, N —
p-m. to guarantee a spot for this program.  Texas. It is NASA’s most memorable g

 June 20: The gate will open at Walk-ins will be accommodatedif  “successful failure,” with the film win- o Scb
7:30 p.m. and the program will start ~ space is available and will be accept-  ning two Academy Awards. L PEN
at 8:15 p.m. ed on a first-come, first-served basis In July, Steve McAllister will be in

¢ June 27: The gate will open at and must be during the specified Pagosa for several days of telescope E N Ro L L TUition'free
7:30 p.m. and the program will start check-in times before the program training.
at8:15 p.m. begins. Walk-in tickets can be paid 4 i

+ July 18 The gate will open at  focat the gt shop, paid - Apout the Stargazers — ' public charter
7:30 p.m. and the program will start Locals should feel that they are I you would like to join the San ° school
at8:15 p.m. always welcome becauseifyoucome, Juan Stargazers, you will also re-

¢ July 25: The gate will open at e will fit you in. Fel‘;le Ref;i{Ct(}[F Magfatimf\'} Vt‘{hldi PR i "
7:30 p.m. and the program will start 1s the publication of the Nationa ¢ N 24 N T i -
at 3;1p5 p.m. prog Upcoming Astronomical League of which you /\ ) B Now accepting students for 2025-26

o Perseid meteor showers, Aug. At our San Juan Stargazer Club automatically become a member. To / Intentionally small
11 and 12: The gate will open at 7:30  meeting on May 1 we willbe working ~joinboth groups and getan excellent  ~ K-8
p.m. Parking and viewing locations  on our new club lending library. astronomy magazine, annual mem- | Free to all
are assigned for safety reasons. The Detailed information will be bership is only $25 per family. — Emb Restorative Practi
cost is $10 per person. shared at our April meeting. We will You can join the club at any of our a mbraces Restorative Fractices

e Aug. 30: The gate will open at
6:30 p.m. and the program will start
at7:15 p.m.

o Sept 19: The gate will open at
6:30 p.m. and the program will start
at7:15 p.m.

Making a reservation through
Recreation.gov website or the call

also have a film presentation about
some of the latest discoveries of the
James Webb Space Telescope. You
will not want to miss this exciting
update.

The June 5 meeting will present
Tom Hanchett as our speaker after he
attends the official 50-year anniver-

events or you can join using PayPal
on our website, sanjuanstargazers.
org.

Check out our continuously
changing website with new infor-
mation and spectacular photos. We
can be your helpful connection to
exploring our extraordinary universe.

{N}POWER’ PRICING ONLY!

FEED UP TO 4 PEOPLE
AN EASTER OATMEAL BRUNCH

Dedicated to Project-based Learning

OWNPAGOSA

FOR UNDER $16

Valid Through April 19, 2025

MEAL@DEALS

1 RN
! ORGANIC. |
Sprouted
B vy
*Price excludes tax. Terms and conditions apply. f (G
See store for details. w &
B

and start saving!

Scan the QR code to or visit
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Making a difference: Build Pagosa grows
opportunities and eyes future

By Marie Thatcher
Build Pagosa

Once upon a time — this is how
this inspiring story could begin —
two local businessmen saw a need
in their community and decided to
take action.

These two men, Larry Ash and Tor
Hessman, both builders, didn’t hesi-
tate. They knew it was a struggle for
any businesses in the construction
field to find qualified workers. There
was such a shortage that it made it
challenging to provide services in
Archuleta County and the surround-
ing areas.

The solution: to train young peo-
ple to learn the skills. They decided
to approach the high school.

At that time, the school wasn’t
ready to take on these additional
classes, so the nonprofit Build Pagosa
was born. The organization offered to
pay for the entire program, including
the career and technical education
(CTE) teachers.

Hessman, who early on was told
by his own teacher that he had a gift
and should teach, took on the task
of creating a program in the building
trades for the high school.

His program includes three levels,
starting with the first core of basic
safety and construction skills to gen-
eral carpentry (general construction,
surveying, electricity, plumbing) and,
finally, the option for more special-
ization.

Hessman, a master in construc-
tion science, among many other
talents and qualifications, started the
program with about 12 to 25 students.
Now, after just a few years, the pro-
gram is so popular the classes fill and
awaitinglist exists. He has more than
120 students per year and counting.

What followed with this suc-
cessful program of building trades,
woodworking and technical drawing
is a strong support from many local

construction businesses who donate
money and material, and now pro-
vide summer internships.

One of the most beautiful and
heartwarming results is the fact that
about a third of the students said
they stayed in school because of the
CTE programs. And, if this wasn’t
enough, about 80 students earned
their National Center for Construc-
tion Education and Research certifi-
cations through rigorous knowledge
and performance assessments. This
certification gives students the op-
portunity of a high-paying job any-
where in the USA.

They also earned their Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administra-
tion (OSHA) card, a certification in
occupational safety, with expenses
paid by Build Pagosa. This OSHA
certification is required for students
participating in area summer in-
ternships organized by the Pagosa
Springs Community Development
Corporation (PSCDC).

But, if this still wasn’t enough,
three of his former students decided
to recently participate in a training
for Broadband 101 and fiber splicing.
This weeklong event was organized
by Emily Lashbrook, executive direc-
tor of the PSCDC, with some finan-
cial assistance from Build Pagosa.
Students mastered their new skills
so well that two of them were offered
a job in this high-demand industry
while the third one is already em-
ployed by a local IT company.

What an amazing opportunity for
these high school students — all from
the shared vision and deep passion
of two men.

In addition to developing valuable
trade skills, students understand
the importance of giving back to the
community by lending their talents
to past projects such as a warming
shed for the ice rink, the San Juan
Mountain School, a mezzanine for
the community domes, dividers for

SpiritFire Inspirational Living
Center announces upcoming events

By Shayla McClure

SpiritFire Inspirational Living Center

Save the date for the following ac-
tivities at the SpiritFire Inspirational
Living Center:

e April 5, 11 a.m.: “Soul Medicine,
Spring Awakening” Himalayan sing-
ingbowl meditation and healing ses-
sion with Scott Maki, Finnish shaman
and artist. The costis a $25 donation.
Reserve your spot now by texting or
calling (970) 510-0309.

e April 12, 11 a.m.: Book sale. We
are releasing our Spiritual Library
books to find a good home. Self help,
Mind expansion, Health & wellness
books on sale.

e April 12, 6 p.m.: Full moon pink
paschal moon drumming circle. A
love donation of $10 will be accepted.

¢ April 20, 11 a.m.: Easter celebra-
tion and potluck.

o April 26: Playshop with Candace
Isenberg on “Creating Your Magic
with the Elements of Nature.”

e May 7, 14 and 21, 6 p.m.: Tarot
classes. Sign up by calling (970)
264-7474.

About us

The SpiritFire Inspirational Liv-
ing Center is a 501(c)(3). We are an
all-inclusive community honoring
all lifestyles, cultures and religious
paths to the Divine.

We welcome local talents to share
gifts, aptitudes and knowledge.

SpiritFire Inspirational Living
Center events are held at 3505 W. U.S.
160, on the second floor of the Pagosa
Lodge (elevator available).

Town Hall and shade structures at
Yamaguchi Park.

Hessman, a talented, caring and
dedicated CTE teacher for many
years, has shared his considerable
knowledge with all his students. His
deep-rooted passion along with Ash’s
and Build Pagosa, has provided many
students an extraordinary opportu-
nity to learn, discover and excel in
new skills, improving employability
and ability to earn a great living. That
is making a difference.

His hope is to find someone who
will carry on his program when he re-
tires and even add a class specializing
in electrical work as the numbers of
electricians are in decline. He would
also love to see a community college
take root in Archuleta County. All
this can be possible with community
involvement.

There are two upcoming oppor-
tunities.

Building Trades students con-
structed dog houses and birdhouses
this year to be auctioned off along
with items from the other CTE pro-
grams, businesses and individuals.
This annual dinner/auction event
is set for May 2 at the Ross Aragon
Community Center.

Build Pagosa, a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization, is also planning
on building a new regional workforce
center to benefit not only the CTE
students and businesses, but the
entire community.

We would love to hear from you.
For auction tickets, donations or
more information, please contact
cindy@buildpagosa.org or marie@
buildpagosa.org.
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~**UPCOMING EVENTS **
APRIL 7

12’YR CELEBRATION HAPPY HOUR STARTS:
HALE OFF! DRAFTS & APPS, 3-6PM

APRIL 16

LADIES ONLY-CLOTHING & GEAR SWAP

APRIL 24

LAMB & BEER PAIRING DINNER*
*RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

APRIL 7 THROUGH MAY 19
CLOSED TUESDAYS + WEDNESDAYS

[

Y 4 RIFFRAF SREWING.COM .
EAST PAGO STREET | 970-264- 5214
S 5 i =

297 ANNUAL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

LENTEN FISH FRY
STARTS MARCH 7

EVERY FRIDAY, MARCH 7 TO APRIL 11TH
TAKE OUT ORDINEIN - 4:00-6:00 PM

POPE JOHN PAUL Il CATHOLIC CHURCH,
353 S. PAGOSA BLVD.

SERVING ONE MEAL OF 2 LARGE
FRIED FISH FILETS, FRENCH
FRIES AND COLESLAW
COST: $15

ACCEPTING CREDIT CARD,
CASH, AND LOCAL CHECKS

AFTER ALL WEEKEND MASSES
AT POPE JOHN PAUL Il CHURCH

Sponsored by The Knights of Columbus Council #7560

STAYCATION

RATE FOR LOCALS

Includes 24-hour access to all 50+ pools,
salt-therapy sauna, wellness activities

WE WANT THE COMMUNITY TO HAVE
FIRST ACCESS AT OUR BEST RATE!

$100 $75

April 15 - May 15
*Residents within a 60-mile radius with a valid government-issued ID

SCAN QR CODE OR BOOK ONLINE AT: E E

PagosaHotSprings.com 2
=] v

OFF WEEKDAY
RATES

OFF WEEKEND
RATES

Use promo code: LOCAL
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Unitarian Universalists announce upcoming services

By De Anna Hoyle
Pagosa Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

For our Sunday service on April 6
at 10:30 a.m., we will hear the story
“The Singing Stone” as told by Libby
Krause.

“A Medicine Story” is not about
the creation of aspirin or the side
effects of Ozempic, but rather about
the healing of the spirit through story.
One can hear the same story three or
30 times and get something different
from it each time.

If someone thinks, “Oh, I know
this story,” that story becomes dead
to them and they will get nothing
from it. “Medicine Stories” can be
found in every culture and on ev-
ery continent, from the Indigenous
persons or the people who hear the
stories and feel a calling to learn and
share them. The story that will be
offered is about the healing of strife
through the selfless act of love.

We are blessed to have Krause in
our midst. Our presenter first came
to Pagosa Springs when she was 25.
An artist and storyteller, she found
Pagosa to be the perfect location to
feed her spirit. Krause and her hus-
band bought their home in 2020, but
stated, “My heart has been here for
decades. Itiswonderful to be home.”

Each month on the second Sun-
day, we offer the Going Deeper Shar-
ing Circle from 10:30 a.m. to noon.

On April 13, we will come together
in this small-group setting to share
with one another and practice deep
listening. We explore themes of recent
topics and leave space for reflection
and for whatever else is on our hearts.

Come make friends and practice the
art of listening with others. Light re-
freshments will be offered.

On April 20, our third Sunday
Service will begin at 10:30 a.m. and
will focus on celebrating Earth Day
2025. In a talk entitled “Reimagining
Together: Listen, Because Kindness
Eases Change,” the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Ministry for Earth (UUME)
helps us deepen practices that put
love at the center of our climate jus-
tice work — not to avoid acting, but
to prepare and sustain us for action.
Our service leader, Joan Ward, will
be sharing the words of the UUME
service, with music by Dave Pettus.

On April 27, our fourth Sunday of-
fering will be Action Sunday at 10:30
a.m. Welook forward to meeting and
hearing from Leonard Martinez, lead
for Friends and Neighbors in Need,
a local faith-based organization to
help those in need in our community.
Come to learn, grow and do good.
Ongoing meditation
practice and dharma talk

A shorter meditation practice
is held at 9 a.m. the first and third
Sundays.

Meditation practice and dharma
talk take place from 9 to 10:15 a.m.
on the second and fourth Sundays.

This weekly meditation is led by
Dan Dempster, a certified meditation
instructor and authorized dharma
teacher in the Buddhist tradition.
Instruction is reviewed at each gath-
ering, which makes it available to
newcomers and experienced practi-
tioners alike.

The Pagosa Unitarian Universalist

Healthy Archuleta to offer
professional cultural competency
session in mental health

Healthy Archuleta

Healthy communities require
collaboration between health care
providers and the community, rec-
ognizing diverse perspectives and
cultural backgrounds. Ongoing inter-
cultural development, self-reflection
and understanding cultural contexts
are essential.

Archuleta County’s rich culture,
especially Hispanic and Latino com-
munities, benefits from this ap-
proach.

Cultural humility sees each pa-
tient as unique, shaped by experi-
ences like heritage, migration, socio-
economic status and family. Active
listening, valuing cultural knowledge
and collaborative relationships
honor traditions. This builds trust, re-
duces disparities and improves care
quality for Latino individuals with
mental health challenges. Addressing
mental health stigma in the Hispanic
and Latino community encourages
open discussion and seeking help.

Psychiatrist Dr. Jose Canaca, a
board-certified psychiatrist and as-
sociate professor at the University of

New Mexico (UNM), will visit Pagosa
Springs this April for mental health
literacy and cultural competency
training for health care providers.

Canaca has extensive experience
working in rural communities in Latin
America and New Mexico, serving
vulnerable populations like Native
Americans, Hispanic/Latino com-
munities and immigrants. He leads
cultural psychiatry lectures at UNM
and has collaborated with COMISCA.

The training will take place on
Monday, April 7, at 5 p.m., and two
hours of CME credits will be offered
to health care professional attend-
ees who maintain CME along with
dinner. Space is limited. If you are a
health care professional and inter-
ested in attending, please RSVP to fs-
fearchuleta@gmail.com by Thursday,
April 3, to confirm your spot.

To learn more about the efforts of
Healthy Archuleta, please visit our
website at www.foodcoalition4ar-
chuleta.org.

Fellowship is located at Unit B-15 of
the Greenbriar Plaza, 301 N. Pagosa
Blvd., on the north side facing Pagosa
Peak. We also offer Zoom services the
first and third Sundays of the month.

Find our current newsletter at
PagosaUU.org for the link to join and
to find our current programs.

Airport Shuttle
& Taxi Service

Food & Grocery Delivery « Doctor’s Visits
Serving Durango to South Fork and metro Pago

PUC 55878
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A SIDEWALL

An aggressive all-terrain tire that is specifically designéd
to conquer any terrain during any condition for any adventure.

(970) 731-3335

505 Piedra Rd.
Open 7-6 Mon. - Thur.

* MILETECH technology for added strength,

impact protection, and enhanced sidewall
* THREE-PEAK MOUNTAIN SNOWFLAKE
» Can handle EXTREME TERRAIN, but provide
a comfortable and quiet ride on highway

» 30-Day Ride Guarantee

* 55K Mile Limited Warranty*

* Road Hazard Program*
*Exclusions apply

DPiedra Automotive

24-HOUR TOWING & EMERGENCY ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

Shop the SUN classifieds.

SPRINGS SALE

March 24th-April 4th

Monday-Friday 10AM to 4PM
BIG SAVINGS

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON ALL BULLFROG SPAS

HOT TUBS

SALE*

“M Series *STIL *A Series *X Series

NEW CUSTOMERS ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE 50% OFF OF HOT TUB SERVICING
FOR 6 MONTHS IF THEY PURCHASE A HOT TUB FROM US DURING OUR

HOMESPUN Homespun Hot Tubs
HOT TUBS 301N. Pagosa Blvd. #B-6
(970)344-8437
www.HomespunHotTubs.com

*Servicing for Pagosa Springs area*

Huge savings on all
Bullfrog Spas hot tubs

SsTIL M
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The Pagosa Springs Catholic Community will have a Blessing of the Easter Baskets at noon on April 19. A
short ceremony will be held at Pope John Paul Il Catholic Church, located at 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Pagosa Springs Catholic Community to hold
Blessing of the Easter Baskets on April 19

By Shanna Robb
Pagosa Springs Catholic Community

For centuries, the Eastern Euro-
peanritual known as “Blessing of the
Easter Baskets” has been cherished
around the world by Catholics and
Orthodox Christians. Rich in sym-
bolism, the beloved Holy Saturday
tradition blesses the food that will be
eaten on Easter Sunday.

This custom arose from the strict
Lenten fasting of the past. With all

fasting ending with Christ’s resur-
rection, the tradition of blessing
food to be eaten on Easter day was
created.

Traditional basket contents in-
clude bread, lamb or ham, salt, deco-
rated hardboiled eggs, horseradish,
wine, butter, sweets and a white
candle. Modern basket contents
may vary.

Traditional baskets, adorned with
colorful ribbons and flowers, are
filled with items symbolic of Christ’s

April is Sexual Assault
Awareness Month

By Phoebe Schroeder

Rise Above Violence

April is Sexual Assault Awareness
Month (SAAM), a powerful time for
our community to unite in the move-
ment against sexual violence.

This year’s national theme, “To-
gether We Act, United We Change,”
reminds us of our collective strength
and potential when we stand togeth-
er. Each of us has a part to playin cre-
ating a community where survivors
feel seen, supported and believed.

As part of our local observance,
you'll notice teal ribbons proudly
displayed throughout downtown
Pagosa Springs, symbolizing our
commitment to standing with sur-
vivors and raising awareness about
sexual violence.

You can also grab a free teal ribbon
pin from the pants hanging around
select downtown locations later this
month for Denim Day. Wearing this
ribbon is more than just symbolic
— it’s a visible pledge that you stand
with survivors, believe them, and are
committed to creating a community
that supports survivors and actively
works to end sexual violence.

What does positive
allyship look like?

Being an ally means choosing em-
pathy, kindness and action. It's about
creating safe spaces where survivors
are supported and respected.

Here’s how we can all become

effective allies:

o Believe and support survivors.
Believing survivors is one of the most
powerful acts of allyship. Simply
telling someone “I believe you” can
provide the strength and validation
survivors need on their healing jour-
ney. Our compassion creates aripple
effect, making it safer for others to
share their stories and find support.

o Listen with compassion. Effec-
tive allyship often means offering
your presence without judgment.
When survivors share their experi-
ences, listening with an open heart
— without trying to fix or judge —
can make all the difference. Your
compassion and presence can help
someone regain their voice and sense
of dignity.

o Challenge harmful attitudes.
True allyship involves respectfully
confronting attitudes and conversa-
tions that perpetuate sexual violence.
By thoughtfully speaking up against
victim-blaming or harmful jokes, you
help create a safer, more respectful
community.

e Support community initiatives.
Positive change thrives when com-
munities unite in action. Engage in
local events, support educational
initiatives or volunteer your time with
organizations like Rise Above Vio-
lence that address sexual violence.
By actively participating, you help
strengthen community resources
that survivors rely upon.

B See Awareness on next page

passion and resurrection. This in-
cludes a white linen cloth, represent-
ing the shroud of Christ, that is laid
over the basket contents.

The Pagosa Springs Catholic Com-
munity will have a Blessing of the
Easter Baskets at noon on April 19. A
short ceremony will be held at Pope
John Paul I Catholic Church, located
at 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

All are welcome.

For the full Easter weekend sched-
ule, visit ihmjp2.org.

FREE QUOTES
706-410-4997

INFO (@ SANJUANARBORISTS.COM
LIcENSED - BONDED - INSURED

SAN JUAN ARBORISTS

TREE SERVICE PROVIDER

- Tree Trimming and Pruning
- Hazard Tree Removals

- Lot Clearing & Fire Mitigation
- Cabling and Bracing

Veterans Crisis Line

free, confidential support to veterans in crisis,
as well as their family and friends 24/7/365.

(800) 273-8255
or text 838255

PAGOSA SPRINGS

At Pagosa Springs Medical Center,
your health and well-being
are our top priorities.

CDOT has begun road construction in downtown Pagosa Springs,
which may impact your route to PSMC.

el E We know how important it is to make it to your appointments on time,
4 and road construction can make routine trips unpredictable.

Before you head out, check traffic updates from CDOT.
Scan the QR code for real-time updates on closures and delays or go to
https://www.codot.gov/projects/us160pagosasprings.

We care about you and our community—stay safe and see you soon!

First-Class Care Close To Home
\ Medical Center | 970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org | I3

J
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Wildfire preparedness advice today
and elementary tutors needed

By Carole Howard
PREVIEW Columnist, and the library staff

Today, Thursday, April 3, at 5:30
p.m., county sheriff and emergency
management personnel will be at
your library to help you get ready for
the wildfire season.

During this free talk they will
discuss emergency preparation, fuel
mitigation and how their efforts help
us all stay alive.

More elementary tutors

heeded

We are in need of more tutors
for our free elementary tutoring
sessions for children ages 6-11 on
Wednesdays from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
to help them build essential skills in
core subjects.

This program has become so
popular that we are looking for more
tutors to participate. If you have
teaching experience in early grades
and are interested, please contact
Barb Brattin, library director.

Free tax help

Katherine from VITA Tax Help
will return to your library next Mon-
day, April 7, from 9 to 5:30 p.m. to
help more patrons with face-to-face
sessions. But, you need to do some
homework before you come if you
want to take advantage of her gener-
ous offer.

Awareness —

H continued from previous page

e Promote Respect and Safety:
Encouraging conversations about re-
spect, consent and healthy relation-
ships helps shape a community that
prioritizes safety and support. Even
small actions, like discussing respect-
ful behaviors with friends or family,
can make a meaningful difference.

o Get involved. Our collective
voice is powerful. Participate in
SAAM activities, like our Push-Up
Challenge fundraiser on April 23
or our Denim Day March on April
30, and proudly wear your teal rib-
bon this month. Every action, big
or small, moves us closer to a safer
community.

Together, we can change the fu-
ture. Allyship isn’t a onetime action;
it'’s alasting commitment to building
a supportive, respectful community.
Let’s continue our collective effort far
beyond April, fostering a community
that actively works to prevent sexual
violence, support survivors and en-
courage positive change.

Join us this April.

Wear teal, speak out and take
action. Together we act, united we
change and together we rise.

To find out more about participat-
ing in the Push-Up Challenge and
fundraising, as well as Denim Day
March details, please visit www.risea-
boveviolence.org/saam2025.

Katherine has left tax packets that
must be filled out fully before you
make your appointment. Then, once
you have completed that important
step, appointments must be made
in advance by calling her at (970)
553-9150.

We are very grateful to Katherine
for generously donating her time
and sharing her tax experience and
expertise with our patrons free of
charge.

Lifelong Learning moves
to afternoons

Mark your calendars for the
new spring Lifelong Learning lec-
tures beginning April 16 and run-
ning through May 21 — and note
that they are now happening on
Wednesday afternoons from 1 p.m.
to 2:15 p.m.

The time change was made from
evenings because many patrons said
they preferred not to have to drive at
night to attend.

As always, the informative and
interesting talks will cover a wide
variety of topics from astronomy to
weather, arborglyphs art to estate
planning, and more.

Watch for more details in future
“Library News” columns and pick up
abrochure at your library with details
of all the talks.

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

Online author talks

Our highly popular free online
author talks with New York Times
bestselling authors continue in April
with two more talks for you to watch
live on Zoom or via a recording later.

For details and to register go to
https://libraryc.org/pagosalibrary/
upcoming .

Tuesday, April 8, at noon will
focus on “Stories, Science and the
History of Trees” with the Smithson-
ian Institute.

Thursday, April 24, at 5 p.m. will
feature “The Thrill of Writing Action,
Adventure and Suspense” with Gregg
Hurwitz.

Dungeons and Dragons

A community-library partnership
is expanding the reach of Dungeons
and Dragons for middle school stu-
dents. They are invited to join friends
at the Pagosa Community Initiative
(PCI) every Thursday in April from
4 to 5:30 p.m. for a free afterschool
adventure.

Registration is required. Partici-
pants must be in middle school and
registered with the PCI afterschool
programs.

This Dungeon and Dragons pro-
gram will continue until the end of
the school year.

Teen/tween takeover
tomorrow

We are setting aside the large
meeting room and some of the com-
puters for tweens and teens to use
and spend time with friends Friday,
April 4, from 2 to 4 p.m.

H See Library on next page

ROAD™MAINTENANCE

Driveways ® Ponds ® Underground Utilities ® Clean Up
Dozer Work  Land Leveling ® Foundations

NEXT GEN

\ P A o \ (

aY Al E WSlaN
EXCAVATION

Michael Preuit | Cell:(970) 946-7303

Bonded &
Insured

20+ years local
experience

g

Burlding or Remodeling?
Check our up-to-date selection of

quality wood, vinyl plank, carpet and tile.

Get your project off to a great start!

The Tile & Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30 - (970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr. (N.Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)

Call us for 24/7 Emergency Response

DISASTER
RESTORATION

FLOOD MITIGATION

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town

hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with

punctuality.

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service
you and your family through providing quality in our
work, and being timely and efficient.

Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing

water. Water mixed with the normal environments

produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump
system installations and repairs as well as moisture

barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

CRAWLSPACE
INSPECTIONS/
WORK

Fire Restoration
Water Extraction

Lars Schneider
970-946-0238
MountainMenDM.com * mail@mountainmendm.com

Call 970-946-0238 or 970-749-9028

Disaster Mitigation

Mold Remediation Smoke and Odor

Structural Drying Removal
BJ Jones
970-749-9028

NATIONALLY LICENSED (, INSURED (§, LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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Library
H continued from previous page

LEGO Club Saturday

Kids aged 6-11 are invited to
the free LEGO Club on Saturday,
April 5, from 11 a.m. to noon. Bring
your own LEGOs or use ours to free
build.

Ageless Grace exercise
Monday

In a special community partner-
ship program, Judy, adult services
librarian, isleading an Ageless Grace
exercise program at the Pagosa Se-
nior Center every Monday in April
from 10 to 10:45 a.m.

It is a brain fitness program con-
sisting of 21 simple exercises de-
signed for all ages and abilities,
performed while sitting in a chair. The
Senior Center location was chosen
so participants have more privacy as
they exercise.

Music fun Monday

Pagosa Unplugged s free from 4 to
6 p.m. Monday, April 7, for amateur
musicians who would like a safe,
supportive, non-bar setting to play,
sing or both with other people. For
information, contact Susan at (970)
946-3396.

High school math tutoring

Free high school math tutoring for
ages 14 and up takes place Mondays
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Registration is
required.

Ruby’s Book Club

Ruby’s Book Club will meet from
2 to 3 p.m. on Tuesday, April 8, to
discuss “James: A Novel” by Percival
Everett. Copies are available at your
library.

This book club is held the second
Tuesday of each month, alternating
between fiction and nonfiction titles.
Anyone is welcome to attend.

Legal clinic

This month’s free legal clinic is
by appointment Wednesday, April
9, from 2 to 3:40 p.m. Come to the
library to meet privately via Zoom
with our volunteer civil attorney. To
schedule an appointment, phone
(970) 264-2209. When you call, let us
know if you need a translator. Regis-
tration opens the first of the month
and is required as space is limited.

Elementary tutoring

Children ages 6-11 are welcome
atthese free sessions on Wednesdays
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. where they will
build essential skills in core subjects.
Preregistration is required.

Writers Guild

Every Thursday from 9 to 11 a.m.,
Ruby’s Writers Guild welcomes writ-
ers looking for opportunities, sup-
port, resources and camaraderie with
other writers at this free gathering.

ESL classes

Free in-person evening classes
take place on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, with 4 to 5 p.m. reserved for be-

ginners, 5 to 6 p.m. for intermediate
and 6 to 7 p.m. for advanced students.
Please help us share the word about
these classes.

Tech Time

Free in-person slots are available
from 10 a.m. to noon Tuesdays and 2
to 4 p.m. Thursdays. Judy helps you
with basic questions relating to com-
puters, smartphones and tablets, and
also provides assistance in accessing
the library’s online resources.

No appointment is needed for
these drop-in sessions, but please
bring your device’s charger and pass-
words with you.

Pagosa Adult Learning

Services (PALS)

Join Mark or Sally for free PALS
sessions Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. to help with high
school equivalency, GED, college
prep, financial aid, tutoring and
more. No appointment is necessary.

Downloadable books

CloudLibrary has a wide variety
of downloadable e-books and au-
diobooks for all ages. To access this
free digital collection, download
the cloudLibrary app, answer a few
simple questions, select AspenCat
Union Catalog for the name of your
library, then enter your library card
number and four-digit PIN. Library
staffare happy to help you set up your
device if you need assistance.

Nonfiction

“Who Is Government?” edited
by Michael Lewis is a collection of
profiles of highly competent but
unrecognized people working for
the federal government. “Guide to
Better Sleep” is a Mayo Clinic book.
“The Next Conversation” by Jefferson
Fisher offers a framework for arguing
less and improving your conversa-
tions. “Cabin” by Patrick Hutchison
is a memoir of life in an off-the-grid
Pacific Northwest cabin. “Growing a
Sensational Garden in the Southern
Rocky Mountains” by Nan Fischer is
a monthly guide for Colorado, New
Mexico, Utah and Arizona. “Anti-
semitism in America: A Warning” is
written by Sen. Chuck Schumer, the
highest elected Jewish official in U.S.
history. “Abundance” by Ezra Klein
and Derek Thompson explores laws
and institutions that are not working
in a time of scarcity in our country.

“The Complete Native American
Healing Herbs Encyclopedia” by
Hialeah Garcia Navarro explains an-
cientremedies from Native American
apothecary. “Yoga and Osteoporosis”
by Dr. Loren Fishman and Carol Ard-
man is a revised and updated guide.
“Bodyweight Workouts for Begin-
ners” by Sean Bartram provides 60
gym-free exercises and 30 workout
routines. “Canva for Dummies” by
Jesse Stay uses templates to help you
create flyers, posters and social me-
dia posts. “Reversing Alzheimer’s” by
Dr. Heather Sandison and Kate Han-
ley distills research into actionable

steps to help you improve cognition
and protect brain health.

Short stories

“The Best Short Stories 2024: The
O. Henry Prize Winners” edited by
Amor Towles contains 20 stories by
an international array of talented

H See Library on page 11
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mary kay

MARY KAY/?

I'M YOUR GIRL!

Darcie Sutherland

Mary Kay Consultant
(carrying inventory)

www.marykay.com/DSutherland20 « (970) 529-0464

volunteer firefighter.

immediately.

hike rates higher.

I’'m Alex Boehmer, currently serving on the PAWSD

Board of Directors and running for re-election.
I’'m a 2012 Pagosa Springs High School graduate, husband, father, and former

I'm passionate about protecting your family budget and our water security.

OPPOSE LARGE RATE HIKES

Every dollar of rate hikes must be challenged and justified. This year, as a new Board
member, elected to be Board Treasurer, | opposed a planned 30% sewer rate increase —
and we lowered it to 10%. Not low enough, but a good start.

COMPREHENSIVE FIRE PLAN

STEP ONE: Test every fire hydrant in the district — in cooperation with the County and
Fire District if possible — or by PAWSD alone, if necessary. No excuses. Starting

FIX THE LEAKS

STEP TWO: Develop a collaborative Fire District, County and PAWSD action plan to
use our reservoirs to directly attack wildland fires threatening our homes. We must plan
for the large fires which threaten entire neighborhoods — and not merely react.

FINALLY STOP DRY GULCH

The unjustifiable and reckless Dry Gulch Reservoir is a $400 million disaster which
threatens to impose a $65,000 second mortgage on every Pagosa family and business.
We can triple our water supply by finally connecting the reservoirs we already have, at
less than 1% of that $400 million cost.

Water losses are threatening to get worse as our water infrastructure ages — and
repairing and replacing pipes is expensive. It's time to sell the $10 million Dry Gulch
property and invest that money to fix the leaks. Any other approach to water loss will

Ballots will be mailed in mid-April. If re-elected, | promise to
protect your family budget... and our water future.

Learn more at: www.AlexForPAWSD.com
Paid for by Alex Boehmer
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Following are the Lent, Holy Week
and Easter services that were submit-
ted to The PREVIEW. Events may be
submitted to editor@pagosasun.com.

Thursday, April 3

Lenten Adoration and Benediction.
6-7 p.m., Pope John Paul Il Catholic
Church, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Friday, April 4

Stations of the Cross. 7 p.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Bivd.

Wednesday, April 9

Stations of the Cross. Following 4
p.m. rosary, Immaculate Heart of
Mary Catholic Church, 455 Lewis
St.

Thursday, April 10

Lenten Adoration and Benediction.
6-7 p.m., Pope John Paul Il Catholic
Church, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Friday, April 11

Stations of the Cross. 7 p.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd.

Saturday, April 12

Palm Sunday Mass. 4 p.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Bivd.

Sunday, April 13

Palm Sunday Mass. 9 a.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd.

Palm Sunday Service. 9 a.m., Our
Savior Lutheran Church, 56 Mead-
ows Drive.

Palm Sunday Mass. 11:15 a.m., Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Catholic
Church, 455 Lewis St.

Thursday, April 17

Maundy Thursday Service. 6 p.m.,
Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St. Reflections
on the Last Supper. Communion
will be served.

Holy Thursday Service. 6:30 p.m.,
Our Savior Lutheran Church, 56
Meadows Drive.

Holy Thursday Mass. 7 p.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church, 353
S. Pagosa Blvd.

Friday, April 18
Good Friday Prayer Stations in the

Sanctuary. 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Com-
munity United Methodist Church,
434 Lewis St. Come and go from
11 a.m. until 1 p.m.

Good Friday Chief Service. Noon,
Our Savior Lutheran Church, 56
Meadows Drive.

Pilgrimage. 2 p.m., Inmaculate Heart
of Mary Catholic Church, 455 Lewis
St. The pilgrimage will proceed to
Pope John Paul Il Catholic Church.

Stations of the Cross. 4:30 p.m.,
Pope John Paul Il Catholic Church
prayer garden, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Good Friday Liturgy Service. 5:30
p.m., Pope John Paul Il Catholic
Church, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Good Friday Tenebrae Vespers. 6:30
p.m., Our Savior Lutheran Church,
56 Meadows Drive.

Saturday, April 19

Blessing of the Easter Baskets.
Noon, Pope John Paul Il Catholic
Church, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd. Holy
Saturday tradition of blessing a
basket containing the food that will
be eaten on Easter Sunday.

Saturday Easter Vigil. 6:30 p.m.,
Our Savior Lutheran Church, 56
Meadows Drive.

Easter Vigil. 8 p.m., Pope John Paul
Il Catholic Church, 353 S. Pagosa
Blvd.

Sunday, April 20

Easter Sunrise Service. 7 a.m., Our
Savior Lutheran Church, 56 Mead-
ows Drive.

Easter Sunday Service. 8:15 a.m,,
Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St.

Easter Mass. 9 a.m., Pope John Paul
Il Catholic Church, 353 S. Pagosa
Blvd.

Easter Service. 9:30 a.m., Pagosa
Springs High School auditorium.
Hosted by Grace in Pagosa. A
kids’ Easter egg hunt will follow
the service.

Easter Day Service. 10 a.m., Our
Savior Lutheran Church, 56 Mead-
ows Drive.

Easter Sunday Service. 10 a.m.,
Restoration Fellowship, 264 Vil-
lage Drive.

Easter Sunday Service. 11 a.m,,
Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St.

Easter Mass. 11:15 a.m., Immaculate
Heart of Mary Catholic Church, 455
Lewis St.

The Weekly Crossword

ACROSS
1 Paisley or Pitt
5 Dropped-egg
sound
10 Phi__ Kappa
14 Go for

15 Chessman

16 Neck and neck

17 Body of bishops

19 Rat Pack name

20 "Taxi Driver"
actor

21 Gibberish

23 Hosiery mishaps

25 Slangy "Of
course!"

26 Emphasized

30 Racing vehicle

33 Storage box

34 Put off until later

36 Scand. land

37 Sleep acronym

38 Passionate

40 MADD concern

41 Supped

42 N.Y.'s ___ lIsland

43 Feudal lord

45 Baby

47 Jogged the
memory

49 Sound loudly

51 Orange skin

52 Job for a maid

55 Grow more
intense

59 Trumpet, e.g.

60 Rush hour
speed

62 Be an acces-
sory to

63 Small weight

64 Jogger's pace

65 Koppel and
Kennedy

66 Mali's neighbor

67 Barnyard
cacklers
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An email from a friend

By Betty Slade
PREVIEW Columnist

I received an email. The subject
line read “Emptiness.” I stopped and
re-read the first two lines again. Mark
Craine told me his precious wife,
Wanda, went home to be with Jesus.
He wanted me to know.

Mark worked for Ponderosa Lum-
ber Company for years and served
our community. Many of you were
in personal contact each day as you
purchased building materials and
supplies. He was a friend to many
in the building world and also in the
Christian world. You might not know
about the news of his wife, Wanda. He
wanted you to know, too.

The doctors found a small bump
close to her neck. From her neck to
waist she was full of tumors. They
promised her four to five weeks to
live; she made it two weeks and went
peacefully to be with her savior, leav-
ing behind a grieving family.

My writings touched Mark spiritu-
ally. He connected with me through
Jesus. He retired and moved away,
but Pagosa has a way of pulling its
residents back. Mark’s friend, West
Jackson, purchased a subscription to
The SUN newspaper to keep Mark in

Library

H continued from page 9

writers from Michele Mari and Colin
Barrett to Allegra Goodman and Jess
Walter.

DVDs

“A Quiet Place” is a thriller set in
New York City the day the world went
silent. “The Madame Blanc Mysteries”
is series two. We have both season one
and season two of “The White Lotus.”

Novels

“Another Man in the Street” by
Caryl Phillips follows two immigrants
in London in the 1960s. “The Road
to the Country” by Chigozie Obioma
tells of a university student in Lagos
living amid the chaos of civil war.
“Remember When” by Mary Balogh
isaRavenswood romance. “The River
Has Roots” by Amal El-Mohtar is a
fairy tale fantasy about two sisters.
“Colored Television” by Danzy Senna
isa dark comedy about a writer trying
to make it in Hollywood.

Thanks to our donors

We are grateful to Andrew Davis
and Kimberly Rochester for their
generous monetary donations.

Donations guidelines

The Friends of the Library have
guidelines for donations to the li-
brary.

Books on time-sensitive topics
that can quickly become out of date
are wanted only if they have been
published within the last five years.
These subjects include politics/cur-
rent events, health and medicine,

Artist’s

Lane

touch with the community.

When Mark retired, I invited him
to join our writers’ group. He said he
liked to write. It wasn’t the right time.
Today seems to be the right time.

Mark writes, “My precious and
dearest friend, how I wish thatI could
sit in person and share my heart
with you at this time. You may have
not heard, so I will share my heart
with you.

“You have been such a so very
close friend to me so I covet your
prayers for this old man in his time of
loss. Someone told me that, ifIliked,
I should read and write down my
heart. So I'm going to begin by send-
ing my six-word entries to a friend
that I know. Maybe in the future my
Savior will give me the wisdom to
write further on with subjects that
He will give to me.

“When I go to the mailbox, I am
eager to see ifan issue has come, and
look in the second section for your

sports/exercise, business, technology,
science, education, and travel guides.
Not accepted are reference materials,
textbooks and nonprint material like
CDs, DVDs, Blu-ray, VHS or cassette
tapes because they do not sell at
Friends of the Library sales.

When the library is open, high-
quality used book donations are
gratefully accepted at the front desk
— not down the outside returns slot
at the library or the drop box at City
Market, please.

No more than two boxes at a time
because of space constraints and all
books should be in excellent condi-
tion, please.

Quotable quote

“When my dad’s eyesight was fail-
ing, one of the great regrets of his life
was that he couldn’t read anymore,
because heloved his books. So Iwould
read the Psalms to him every morning
on the phone. He'd go, ‘Slow down,
slow down, because he really wanted
to take in every word.” — Rosanne
Cash, oldest daughter of Johnny Cash
and his first wife. Her musical career
began when she joined her father on a
tourin 1973. A highly successful singer-
songwriter herself, her music draws
from folk, pop, rock, countryand blues.

Website

For more information on library
books, services and programs — and
to reserve books, e-books, books on
CD and DVDs from the comfort of
your home — please visit our website
at https://pagosalibrary.org.

presence! I read, and then cut them
out and have made a BSSB, Betty
Slade Scrap Book, where I have saved
your printings!

“Thank you, dear friend, how you
have blest me in these past years with
your writings! You will now have a
new student so I hope that I will learn
and do well! My newspapers come on
various days, as they are mailed from
the Sun, but I look eagerly for my
copy each day when mail arrives. Say,
‘Hi’ to all in Pagosa, and remember
to say, ‘Hi’ to Sweet Al”

When a friend calls you a friend,
there is no bigger compliment. You
wonder what you've done to be a
friend — be there, give them needed
encouragement, maybe a smile, or
give them a few meaningful words.
Most important, you took time for
them.

Final brushstroke: Please reach
out and send Mark an email or two.
You can use my email address below.
I will pass along your concerns and
encouragement. Emptiness doesn’t
fit Mark, who was in the center of
Pagosa’s building and growing for
55 years. This is a good day to throw
a few flowers. Pagosa is who we are.

Send your comment to bettyslade.
author@gmail.com.

Views expressed do not necessarily
represent those of The SUN.

A
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RESTORATION
FELLOWSHIP

YOU'RE INVITED!

Eastery Sunday

Whether you're a longtime member or visiting
for the first time, we'd love to have you with us
as we celebrate the true meaning of Easter.

Date: Sunday, April 20th
Time: 10:00 AM
Location: 264 Village Drive

Bring the whole family for a morning of

worship, hope, and fun! After the service,

children are invited to participate in our
Easter egg hunt. Don't forget your baskets!

WWW.RESTORATIONFELLOWSHIP.NET

www.PagosaSUN.com

Come celebrate

EASTER

with us!

9:30am | April 20

at the Pagosa High School Auditorium

Kids Easter Egg Hunt
directly following the service!

to enter the children’s coloring contest

and for more information please visit

IN PAGOSA

graceinpagosa.org
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Photo courtesy waterwiseyards.org

A completed pollinator haven in
Littleton.

Want to remove your
lawn? Here’s how not
to kill your trees

By Cindi Galabota and John
Murgel
PREVIEW Columnist

Thinking of swapping out your
front lawn for a new xeriscape? Don’t
forget to think of the trees. If a tree
has been growing in your lawn for
decades, you can be sure that it’s got-
ten used to the extra water.

Contrary to common belief, the
majority of tree roots are near the
soil surface and widely spread. While
it’simpossible to know exactly where
theroots of a tree are without digging
them all up, a good rule of thumb is
to assume that the vast majority of
roots are in the top 2 feet of soil and
spread out as wide as the tree is tall.

It’s important to consider your
tree’s roots before, during and after
your project. In compact or clay
soils, 90 to 95 percent of roots are in
the top foot of soil, with 50 percent
of roots in the top 4 to 6 inches, and
spread up to five times the width of
the tree’s canopy.

What to do before

removing your lawn

Plan ahead. It’s all about planning.
If you have mature trees, minimize
reshaping the landscape as much
as possible. This means that berm
you were dreaming of may need to
be smaller. If you do want to add to-
pography, stay as far from the tree(s)
as possible.

After you convert your lawn to a
xeriscape, you won't need to replace
all the water your sprinkler had been
putting down around your tree be-
cause your lawn was also using water.

However, it’s a good idea to know
anumber in order to provide a start-
ing point for your estimates.

» Do the math: If you have sprin-
klers and already know your flow
rate, it’s a straight-forward arithmetic
problem to compute how many inch-
es ofirrigation water you're applying.

o Set out catch cans: If you aren’t
sure how much water you're using,

Extension

Viewpoints

you can find out by running the ir-
rigation system with several “catch
cans” (any set of uniform containers
will do).

First, run the sprinklers long
enough to get a measurable amount
of water in each cup, usually 10 to 15
minutes.

Second, divide the average vol-
ume in each container by the number
of minutes, then multiply by 60 and
you will have the precipitation rate of
your system in inches per hour.

Considerations when
removing your lawn

During your project, your focus
should be on avoiding damaging
your trees’ roots. Remember, roots
can be shallower than you think.

e Minimize digging and keep it as
far from the tree as possible.

o Always choose the lightest op-
tion for any equipment you use —
like sod cutters, tillers, etc. — to
prevent soil compaction. This will
also make it easier for you to oper-
ate the equipment, especially if you
haven’t done it before. Even better,
if something can be done by hand,
do it by hand.

e Don’t stockpile materials be-
neath your tree. It's a good idea to
establish a “tree protection zone” that
is atleast as wide as the dripline of the
canopy and to keep all construction
activity and materials out of the area
for the entire duration of the project.
Trees operate on a slower time scale
than we do; it may take years for
damage done during construction
to cause visible symptoms.

 Use mulch. Incorporating mulch

H See Viewpoints on next page

Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

HUD

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love

sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

Leval: intermedigts

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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H continued from previous page
into your xeriscape plan is a great
idea for your tree. Mulch will not only
keep weeds down but help to keep
water in the soil. Use a 4-inch layer
of wood chips or gravel uniformly
spread over bare soil.

e Don’t use weed barrier. Black
plastic (polyethylene) and woven
plastic weed barrier fabrics (poly-
propylene) are not recommended.

What to do after
converting to
xeriscaping

Compare your new watering plan
with the old. Presumably, you're ap-
plying less water to the landscape,
but this is not always the case. Verify
that your xeriscape conversion is ac-
tually saving water and make adjust-
ments as needed.

Water the tree’s entire root zone.
Remember the roots are spread
widely, and thatroots grow wherever
they can find water and oxygen. The
broader a tree’s roots are, the more
resilient the tree will be to stress.

By watering the tree over a wide
area, extending well past the dripline
in most cases, you are ensuring that
your tree keeps its wide root system.

How to water a tree
without an irrigation
system

Watering with a hose

1. Deep soaking: Place your hose
at the base of the tree and let it run
on a slow trickle for 20 to 30 min-
utes, moving it around the root zone
every 5 to 10 minutes to ensure even
coverage.

2. Soaker hose: If available, lay
a soaker hose in a circular pattern
around the drip line of the tree (the
area directly under the outermost
branches) and let it run for an hour or
more, depending on soil absorption.

3. Best timing: Water in the early
morning or late evening to reduce

Foam

« Save up to 50% on monthly
heating and cooling bills

« All-in-one insulation and air
barrier

« Helps improve indoor air
quality and comfort

- Energy efficient
« Green built
- Certified healthy

Locally Owned - Serving the Four Corners
More than 25 years of safe and proven performance

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
LICENSED & INSURED

OWNER STAN MADDUX
(970) 749-5711

evaporation.

Bucket drip irrigation

1. Take a 5-gallon bucket and drill
several small holes (about one-eighth
of an inch) in the bottom.

2. Fill the bucket with water and
place it near the tree’s root zone,
allowing water to slowly seep into
the soil.

3. Use multiple buckets spaced
around the tree for even coverage.

4. Refill asneeded to provide deep
watering.

5. The benefit of this method is
you'll know exactly howmany gallons
of water you're giving your tree.

Watering can

1. Clear your schedule for the
afternoon, pick up your most ergo-
nomic watering can, do some shoul-
der stretches and get to work.

2.But, seriously, thisis a tree we're
talking about. You're going to want to
use a hose.

Figure out how much water you
need. This is where things get tricky.
Some trees will use just about all the
water you give them, even if they
don’t need it. Others truly need lots
of water and could require as much
water as you were applying to your
lawn beforehand.

Some trees can be gradually
weaned to reduced irrigation. Other
trees will need ample water through-
out their lives, regardless of what’s
happened to the lawn. These include
most oaks and maples, ash, blue
spruce, aspen and Ohio buckeye.

Monitor for signs of stress. The
only way to know for sure that your
tree is getting what it needs is to keep
careful track of its condition over the
several years following your project.

Poke around in the soil in the
tree’s rooting area and ask yourself,
“Is the soil damp or dry, and how
far down?”

If the tree’s canopy is thinning or
its growth is slowing over years, water
more as soon as possible. Because

-~ ™|

R

' 1
pecialist

« Open & closed cell foam
insulation

- Fiberglass blown-in
+ Cellulose
« INSULATION REMOVAL

Trinity Anglican Church

Leading up to Easter —
The people cheered his coming
and later cheered his death.
Knowing it, he still came!
Come Sunday! 10am.

246 Harman Park Dr.
trinityanglicanchurch.org

trees lead slow lives, even a gradually
developing growth problem could be
the sign of a tree-mergency.

Other signs that your tree is under
water stress include brown leaf edges,
early fall color and leaf drop, and twig
dieback.

Email list

H See Viewpoints on next page

Arrowhead Propane
970-582-3225

New Office Location:
9 Solomon Dr, Unit 1

Open Mon-Fri
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

We'd love to fe yown propmne supplien!

Cowng, see us todmy.

Local. Knowledgeable.
Dependable & Reliable
Independently Owned and Operated
Best in Customer Service
Proven Safety Record

Over 150 Years Combined Experience

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
970-582-3225

arrowheadpropaneco.com

We built our business on Excellence & Customer Service
Give us a call and experience the difference.
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An African elephant at sunset in Chobe National Park, Botswana.

Photo courtesy Doug Coombs

Pagosa Springs Photography Club
will hear about ‘Journey to Africa’

By Andy Butler
Pagosa Springs Photography Club

The next meeting of the Pagosa
Springs Photography Clubwill be held
on April 9 at the Community United
Methodist Church, 434 Lewis St.

Arrive any time after 6 p.m. for
socializing; the program will begin
at 6:30 p.m. Please use the side door
near the parking lot to enter.

Our program this month will
feature local photographer and club
member Doug Coombs, who will take
us on a “Journey to Africa”

In his presentation, Coombs will
be discussing photographs taken in
Tanzania, Kenya, South Africa and
Botswana on four different safari
trips.

His photos will include the big
five: elephants, lions, leopards, hip-
pos and Cape buffalo. He will also
share images of smaller mammals

Viewpoints

H continued from previous page
Do you want to be added to our
email distribution list to learn about
upcoming programs and the latest
resources? Email cindi.galabota@
colostate.edu to be added to our list.
Or, to learn more about the many
programs, resources and services
offered by Colorado State University
(CSU) Extension, visit https://exten-
sion.colostate.edu.

CPR and first aid classes
CPR and first aid certification

and birds, as well as of the Maasai
people, and some classic African sun-
rises and sunsets.

Coombs will also bring some
books and literature provided by one
of the safari companies, used for two
of his adventures, to hand out to the
audience. These are great resources
if you want to plan your own journey
to Africa.

This will be a hybrid meeting, also
available on Zoom. The Zoom link
will be emailed to members; others
who wish to attend remotely may
request the link by email to abutler@
mac.com.

Photography Club
membership

Do you want to improve your pho-
tography? Joining the club is a great
way to learn how to get the most out
of your camera.

The Pagosa Springs Photography

classes are offered every other
month at the CSU Extension office,
generally on the third Monday and
Wednesday from 6 to 10 p.m. The
cost for the classes is $80 for com-
bined CPR/first aid and $55 for CPR,
first aid or recertification. Call the
Extension office at (970) 264-5931
to register.

Check out the online option on
our website, https://archuleta.exten-
sion.colostate.edu/.

Field to Freezer Course

Club promotes educational, social
and fun interactions between all
who enjoy making and viewing great
photos.

Our meeting topics and outings
are opportunities to learn about
composition, light and technique.
Whether you use a smartphone,
point-and-shoot, mirrorless or dSLR
camera, we can help you get the most
out of your gear.

Benefits of membership include
our educational programs, image
sharing and discussion, photo out-
ings and contests to help each other
improve our photography.

Club dues are just $25 per year
($35 for a family). A membership
form may be downloaded from our
website (https://pagosaspringspho-
toclub.org/about/) and mailed in
with your payment (instructions are
on the form), or brought to a club
meeting.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife
will be holding a Field to Freezer
Course on May 16 and 17 at the
CSU Extension building located at
344 U.S. 84.

Trained professionals will teach
you how to responsibly care for and
process the meat from any big game
ungulate in Colorado. Participants
must be at least 16 years old. Visit
https://forms.gle/owfthB5R8PTpYY-
HGGA to register.

There are limited spots available.
Applications are due by May 9.

JIM GARRETT

« ATTORNEY «

Protecting your interests

LITIGATION, CRIMINAL DEFENSE
BUSINESS, REAL ESTATE, WILLS

New location: Downtown, above the theatre
422 PAGOSA ST, NO. 5
970-880-0468 « 412-508-1060
P.0. BOX 3265, PAGOSA SPRINGS « jyg44law@gmail.com |

Dr. Robert Melton, AuD Dr. Jen Hurst, AuD

Hearing Evaluation

Ear Cleaning

Hearing Aids and Service
Tinnitus Treatment

VA, Medicare, Medicaid +

HURST
HEARING
%mv w&%, ﬂw& W%

Pagosa *» 970 444-2314 « hursthearing.com

Honormg our Vets in 2025

On any Veteran or First
Responder loan, BUYERS
only, $1,500 cash back from

Debbie Loewen on closing.

On and VA or First
Responder SELLER,
$1500 cash back from

1 Debbie Loewen at closing.

Wﬂdllfe Watchlng at its Best!

One level, no mud!
1,595 sq. ft., 2 bed/2
ba, views of mountains,
natural gas fireplace,
2-car garage, patio,

on paved road, close

to shopping and
recreational amenities, $545,000
sold furnished. 53 Edinburgh Cir « MLS 821189

Debbie Loewen

WA R

Employing Broker
= = debbie@ownpagosa.com
Premiisn Mounttnin Properites 448 Pagosa Street

OWNPAGOSA (970) 946-3480

2016 & 2018 SPIRIT AWARD, 2019 REALTOR OF THE YEAR



Thursday, April 3, 2025 - The Pagosa Springs SUN - PREVIEW - Section 1 - Page 15

; 24 G
Photo courtesy Charles Martinez

This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the snow goose.

During late winter, groups of snow geese begin dispersing from their
large winter flocks to migrate north. Breeding grounds are located on
tundras of Canada and northern Alaska, often above the Arctic Circle.
Spring flocks are much smaller than those of fall and may consist of
family groups or individuals. Recently, a group of 15 was seen feeding
during a stopover here.

Migration from wintering areas begins in February along one of the
four major North American flyways. Northerly progress depends on the
disappearance of ice and snow to expose vegetation to feed on during
their journey. Most snow geese arrive on breeding grounds by mid to
late May.

Females feel the pull of the place where they were born and return to
their natal colony to nest. Mated pairs stay together for life, with the male
following his partner. The female chooses a nest site close to water on
a slight rise in the terrain as a vantage point to spy predators.

Chicks grow quickly and leave the nest within one day. In the first
three weeks of life, goslings may walk with their parents up to 50 miles
to areas with better food sources. They remain with their parents until
mate selection during their second or third year.

Snow geese exist in different forms and are most commonly all white
with black wingtips. They also exhibit the blue goose morph, dark gray-
blue with a white head, and intermediate variations. An identifying trait
of the snow goose is its triangular shaped orange-pink bill with a black
“grin patch” where the mandibles meet.

Snow geese feed on land and in shallow water for a variety of plants,
eating nearly any part, either by grazing or ripping the whole plant from
the ground. Some areas of their tundra habitats are suffering from the
high numbers of geese both impacting themselves and nesting shore-
birds.

In the early 1900s, snow geese numbers had sunk so low that hunting
was prohibited, but today management focus has shifted from conserva-
tion to regulation due to their high numbers.

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and
www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/.

RENT A CAR

Your

source for PAGOSA AUTO RENTS 7,;7—~
community * Local W 8\
* Nights and Weekends \ Y ¥
NEWS. - Delivery Available! o a7
The Pagosa Springs SUN ——ad ’ Visit pagosaautorents.com
264-2100 —T0%

40 Oren Road « 970-731-1005

IS SUGAR TOXIC?

Sugar: It’s like that good-looking, engaging,
sweet friend/co-worker who acts as if he/
she is your friend and has your best interest
at heart, but ultimately blind-sides you by
wreaking havoc on your life.

If you have a sweet tooth, you may
voluntarily extract it after reading today’s
excerpt.

On May 26, 2009, Robert Lustig gave a
lecture called “Sugar: The Bitter Truth,”
which was posted on YouTube the following

|
July. Since then, it has been viewed well /
over 800,000 times, gaining new viewers
at a rate of about 50,000 per month, fairly
remarkable numbers for a 90-minute
discussion of the nuances of fructose biochemistry and human physiology.

Lustig is a specialist on pediatric hormone disorders and the leading expert in childhood obesity
at the University of California, San Francisco, School of Medicine, which is one of the best medical
schools in the country.

He published his first paper on childhood obesity a dozen years ago, and he has been treating
patients and doing research on the disorder ever since. It doesn’t hurt Lustig’s cause that he is a
compelling public speaker. His critics argue that what makes him compelling is his practice of taking
suggestive evidence and insisting that it’s incontrovertible.

Lustig certainly doesn’t dabble in shades of gray. Sugar is not just an empty calorie, he says; its effect
on us is much more insidious. “It’s not about the calories,” he says. “It has nothing to do with the
calories. It’s a poison by itself.”

If Lustig is right, then our excessive consumption of sugar is the primary reason that the numbers of
obese and diabetic Americans have skyrocketed in the past 30 years. But his argument implies more
than that.

If Lustig is right, it would mean that sugar is also the likely dietary cause of several other chronic
ailments widely considered to be diseases of Western lifestyles — heart disease, hypertension and
many common cancers among them.

Source: “Is Sugar Toxic? By Gary Taubes. http://www.nytimes.com

Bonus Tip: Visit http://www.AmazingFacts.org for spiritual refreshment every week!
“My son, eat thou honey, because it is good; and the honeycomb, which is sweet to thy taste” Proverbs 24:13

A public service from your Adventist friends & neighbors at Pagosa Springs Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Disclaimer: This and all our Nature’s Remedies are for health information purposes only. The Seventh Day Adventist Church is not responsible for results.

/ Seventh-day
‘jA Adventist Church

A PROTESTANT DENOMINATION
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Veterans Crisis Line
E A R C H free, confidential support to veterans in crisis,
as well as their family and friends 24/7/365.
(800) 273-8255 or text 838255
E T C C S 3
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R C T U 0 U
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I M AMNWU
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« v o= | |0 the classifieds
V N U A IT
P AS D VY Cars * Bikes ® Houses ® Land ¢ Saddles ® Hay * Goats
N M G I U X Horses ¢ Boats ¢ Tools ¢ Furniture ® You name it!
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/\/N—.
X T C G D P ;
R N CCNP The Pagosa Springs S UN
C NDATH To place your classified ad, call
(970) 264-2100

WORDS

ACTIVITY
ATTENTION
COGNITIVE

CRASH
DANGEROUS
DISTRACTED

DRIVER

DROWSY

EATING

HIGHWAY

INJURY

MANUAL

NOISY
PASSENGER

RADIO

READING

SAFETY

SPEED
TALKING
TEXTING
VEHICLE

VISUAL

Thank

you for
supporting
our
advertisers!

Advertising
makes it possible
for us to
bring you
the latest
community news.

When you see an
advertiser,
please thank
them!

MM
The Pagosa Springs

SUN

Thursday wouldn’t be
ithout ...

The Pagosa Springs S UN

Name

1 In County $35 yearly

Address includes digital access at PagosaSUN.com

City State Zip

(1 Out of county $45 yearly

0 Mastercard [ Visa [ Check enclosed includes digital access at PagosaSUN.com

Account number

The Pagosa Springs Sun
PO Box 9
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Expiration date cw

Signature




Thursday, April 3, 2025 - The Pagosa Springs SUN - PREVIEW - Section 1 - Page 17

All events listed in The PREVIEW
Calendar are free of charge unless
otherwise noted.

Thursday, April 3

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-
son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild
welcomes writers who are looking
for opportunities, support and ca-
maraderie with other writers. Mem-
bers will provide support, resources
and guidance for each other.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, etc.
Bring your device charger. We
provide assistance with accessing
any of the library’s online resourc-
es. Call (970) 264-2209 for more
information.

English as a Second Language. 4-7
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email
for more information. Beginning
students are encouraged to attend
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced
students from 6-7 p.m.

Emergency Preparedness: Are You
Ready? 5:30-6:30 p.m., Sisson
Library. Local emergency manage-
ment personnel will discuss emer-
gency preparation, fuel mitigation
and how their efforts help us stay
safe.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

San Juan Stargazers. 6 p.m., Com-
munity United Methodist Church,
434 Lewis St. Meet for social time
at 6 p.m. At 7 p.m., the group will
walk to the middle school for a
demonstration of the star lab.

Friday, April 4

Indoor Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Ross
Aragon Community Center.

Good News Club. 1:15-3:15 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Elementary
School. A weekly club for kids in
kindergarten through the fourth
grade where the Bible is taught
with songs, stories, object lessons,
games and more. For more infor-
mation, email Frank and Connie
Porter at ceflittlekids @gmail.com.

Bingo. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Senior Center.
Free. Those under 18 must have an
adult chaperone. For more informa-
tion, contact (970) 264-2167.

Tween/Teen Takeover. 2-4 p.m.,
Sisson Library. The large meeting
room and some of the computers
will be set aside for tweens/teens
to use and spend time with friends.

Pagosa Springs Knights of Co-
lumbus Lenten Fish Fry. 4-6
p.m., Pope John Paul Il Catholic

Church, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd. Both
dine-in and drive-through dining
will be available. The cost of the
meal is $15 and is a fundraiser
for the Pagosa Springs Knights of
Columbus.

Saturday, April 5

GriefShare. 10-11:30 a.m., Center-
point Church, 2750 Cornerstone
Drive. A 13-week program to as-
sist with the healing process, re-
gardless of how long it is since
your loved one passed. For more
information, contact Marie Rasco
at marierascoe67 @gmail.com or
Centerpoint Church at (970) 731-
2205. You can also register and
learn more at www.griefshare.org.

Pagosa Peak Genealogical Society.
10 a.m.-noon, Community United
Methodist Church, 434 Lewis St.
Following a short business meet-
ing, Jeanine Angle Dobbins will
present “Full-Text Search: Greatest
Innovation Since Sliced Bread.”

LEGO Play. 11 a.m.-noon, Sisson
Library. For kids 6-11 years old.
Bring your own or use the library’s
LEGOs to free build. Contact the
library at (970) 264-2209 for further
information.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Girls’ Soc-
cer. 11 a.m., Golden Peaks Sta-
dium. Pagosa Springs High School
vs. Montezuma-Cortez.

National Day of Protest. 11:30 a.m.,
community garden. Meet at the
community garden and be pre-
pared for a peaceful protest/march
through the downtown at noon.
Bring your own sign or borrow one
that’s already made. Email pse-
qualitymarch@gmail.com for more
information.

Monday, April 7

Indoor Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Ross
Aragon Community Center.

Women’s Fellowship. 9 a.m., Pope
John Paul Il Catholic Church class-
rooms.

VITA Tax Help. 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Reg-
istration is required. Pick up a tax
packet at the library and complete it
before calling Kathy for an appoint-
ment at (970) 553-9150.

Line Dancing. 9:30-11 a.m., PLPOA
Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave. Begin-
ners meet at 9:30 a.m. and the
advance group meets at 10:15
a.m. If you haven't attended before,
please call Beverly at (970) 264-
2064 for more information.

Brain Fitness and Mobility. 10-10:45
a.m., Senior Center. For anyone 21
and older.

Archuleta County Democratic Club.
11:30 a.m., Coyote Moon. John
Porco will speak about the Tracks
Across Borders Scenic and Historic
Byway.

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m.,
Senior Center.

Healthy Aging and Yoga Therapy
Class. 2:30-3:30 p.m., Senior
Center.

Dentistry and FASTBRACES’

High School Math Tutoring. 4-5:30
p.m., Sisson Library. Math tutors
are available for ages 14 and up.
Registration is required.

Pagosa Unplugged. 4-6 p.m., Sisson
Library. Musicians of all abilities are
invited to jam and sing with others.

Deepening the Faith Classes. 6-8
p.m., Pope John Paul Il Catholic
Church classrooms.

DivorceCare/DivorceCare for Kids.
6-7:30 p.m., Centerpoint Church,
2750 Cornerstone Drive. A 13-week
program that provides a safe envi-
ronment for people who have gone

COMPLETE EXAM
AND X-RAYS!

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.
OFFER EXPIRES APRIL 30TH, 2025

(AL TooAY

T0 BOOK YOUR
APPOINTMENT

through, are going through or are

considering divorce and features
experts on divorce and recovery
topics. DivorceCare for Kids is for
kids 5-12, with topics mirroring the
adult sessions. For more informa-
tion, email Jim Shook at jshookup@
gmail.com or the church atadmin@
centerpointpagosa.com. You can
register online at www.divorcecare.
org.

The Alpha Course. 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
Pagosa Bible Church. A series of
video talks with discussion breaks
about questions of life. Dessert, cof-

H See Calendar on next page

1 8 6 8 8 ¢

AMAZING STAFF!! THEY ARE ALL 80
FRIENOLY. THEY HELPED BY ME
TURN A SAD SITUATION INTO AN

AMAZING OUTCOME!!! THEY TOOK THE
TIME AND LISTENED TO EVERY DETAIL.
| AM DEFINITELY SATISFIED
WITH THE OUTCOME!!!

DAEV. 2/25

970-131-3627

PAGOSASMILES.COM

No Insurance? CASH Discounts!

_nﬂllﬁ_ CoMMEeRCIAL OPPORTUNITIES

GREAT POTENTIAL

2 buildings and one parcel. The front
of the building is a gallery and work-
shop. The back unit is an office set up
which was a clinic in the past. There is
also a Quonset hut on the back of the
property. The gallery fronts Highway
160 and parking is on Eagle Dr and
Trinity Ln. Included with the gallery
are gallery lights, display fixtures, re-
frigerator and office furniture. There
are 2 offices in the gallery, the back
unit has a formal reception area with
2 larger offices, 2 smaller offices and
2 more small flexible rooms. Also, the
roof was recently replaced.

Eagle Drive
$590,000

MLS #
819518

- Y V|

UNDER
i’ CONTRACT

=k

Mountain & Meadow

Real Estate

office: 970.264.6673

409 Lewis Street

P.O. Box 3850

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

Cloman Industrial Park
$375,000

MLS # 819174

@ Shellie Hogue

ShellieCHogue@gmail.com
www.shelliehogue.com

.68 acre, 1440 square foot
commercial building. There is
enough property to build an-
other building or make a large
wrap around parking lot. There
is a 3000 BTU gas heater and

a 40 gallon hot water heater.
The doors and walls have a 90
minute fireproof rating. Walls
are removable so the floor plan
could be opened up. There

is a kitchen sink, stove and
dishwasher, half bath and the
overhead door is 8'x 10'

REALTOR', BROKER
C:970.759.8109
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H continued from previous page
fee and child care will be provided.
Register at pagosabiblechurch.org.

Tuesday, April 8

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your
current stitching project and a
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy
the fellowship of other stitchers. All
are welcome.

Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta
County. 10 a.m., Pagosa Bible
Church, 209 Harman Park Drive.
Veterans and family members are
invited to share experiences with
vets of all ages. Find out about the
latest in vets benefits, vets news
and community-focused events.
Contact (970) 880-8387 for more
details.

Tech Time. 10 a.m.- noon, Sisson
Library. Basic questions related to
computers, smartphones, tablets,
etc. Bring your device charger.
We provide assistance with ac-
cessing any of the library’s online
resources. Call (970) 264-2209 for
more information.

Online Author Talk: Smithsonian In-
stitute. Noon, virtual. “Stories, Sci-
ence and History of Trees” with the
Smithsonian Institute. For details
and to register, go to https://libraryc.
org/pagosalibrary/upcoming.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Hand and Foot Card Game. 1:15
p.m., Senior Center. No experi-
ence is necessary, so come willing
to learn.

Mahjong. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Ruby’s Book Club. 2-3 p.m., Sisson
Library. Join to discuss “James: A
Novel” by Percival Everett.

English as a Second Language. 4-7
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email
for more information. Beginning
students are encouraged to attend
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

Men’s Fellowship. 6 p.m., Pope John
Paul Il Catholic Church classrooms.

Wednesday, April 9

Indoor Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Ross
Aragon Community Center.

Introduction to Pickleball. 8:30-11
a.m., Ross Aragon Community
Center. Register on the Pagosa
Springs Parks and Recreation page
at https://secure.rec1.com/CO/
pagosa-springs-co/catalog.

Kids Kare. 9:30-11:30 a.m., Pagosa
Bible Church, 209 Harman Park

Drive. Aweekly club for 3- to 5-year-
olds where the Bible is taught with
songs, stories, object lessons,
games and more. For more infor-
mation, email Frank and Connie
Porter at ceflittlekids @gmail.com.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson
Library. Join us for great stories,
fun songs, and plenty of reasons to
get up and move. It’s a great way
for kids to have fun while building
the skills they need to become
independent readers. For all ages.
Call (970) 264-2209 for more in-
formation.

Archuleta County Republican Wom-
en. Noon-1 p.m., Victor’s Sushi,
118 N. Pagosa Blvd. Nicole Cotts,
executive director of Aspire Medical
Services will speak. Come at 11:30
for social time and to order lunch
from a special menu.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Mindful Drawing. 1:15 p.m., Senior
Center.

Legal Clinic. 2-3:40 p.m., Sisson
Library. Meet with a volunteer civil
attorney via Zoom at the library.
Registration is required and opens
on the first of each month. Call the
library at (970) 264-2209 to register.
Space is limited.

Elementary Tutoring. 3:30-4:30 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Build essential
skills in core subjects. Registration
required. Call (970) 264-2209 for
more information.

Pagosa Springs Elementary School
Kindergarten Open House. 4-6
p.m., Pagosa Springs Elementary
School. Meet the staff and learn
more about what to expect next
school year.

Pagosa Springs Photography Club.
6 p.m., Community United Method-
ist Church, 434 Lewis St. Arrive
anytime after 6 p.m. for socializing;
the meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.
Doug Coombs will present “Journey
to Africa.” To attend by Zoom, email
abutler@mac.com.

Order of the Eastern Star Peace and
Harmony Chapter #158. 7 p.m.,
Masonic Lodge, 277 Lewis St. Call
Donna at (970) 946-8201 for more
information.

Thursday, April 10

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-11 a.m., Sis-
son Library. Ruby’s Writers Guild
welcomes writers who are looking
for opportunities, support and ca-
maraderie with other writers. Mem-
bers will provide support, resources
and guidance for each other.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Basic questions related to com-
puters, smartphones, tablets, etc.
Bring your device charger. We
provide assistance with accessing
any of the library’s online resourc-
es. Call (970) 264-2209 for more
information.

English as a Second Language. 4-7
p.m., Sisson Library. Your library
offers English as a second lan-
guage classes. These classes are
free. Call (970) 264-2209 or email

for more information. Beginning
students are encouraged to attend
from 4-5 p.m., intermediate stu-
dents from 5-6 p.m. and advanced
students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

Friday, April 11

Indoor Pickleball. 8-11:30 a.m., Ross
Aragon Community Center.

Good News Club. 1:15-3:15 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Elementary
School. A weekly club for kids in
kindergarten through the fourth
grade where the Bible is taught
with songs, stories, object lessons,
games and more. For more infor-
mation, email Frank and Connie
Porter at ceflittiekids @gmail.com.

Friday Flix. 2-3:30 p.m., Sisson
Library. Participants will choose
between a selection of PG-rated

H See Calendar on next page
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Now Accepting
new clients.

By appointment only
Tues-Sat 9:30-5:00

970-585-WAGS (9247)

444 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

pawlishedpetsalon.com
pawlishedpetsalonandboutique@gmail.com
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A Complete tree service in Pagosa

Spri .
CUSTO M Iorl-ngsRemovaI of Hazardous Trees
TRE * Fire Mitigation

¢ Climbing & Cleaning Dead
Limbs

* Chipping of Slash
Safer Home & Healthier Trees.

Chappy Faber
(970) 389-6604

chapfaber@gmail.com

COME SEE THE ONLY LIVE GRoW
Y IN THE 4 CORNERS! \/

8am-7nm ¥ 7Days A Week
235 Bastille Dr. 970.731.4420

SAVE BIG WITH THESE DAILY DEALS!

MEDICINAL MONDAY

Dixie &

Mary’s Medicinals

30% OFF

THRIFTY THURSDAY

All Wana &
Tastebuds

30% OFF

SMOOTH SUNDAY

All Ripple
Products

25% OFF
(T @)

PagosaTherapeutics.Com 2w viewour tion.

WACKY WEDNESDAY

Batch Vapes &
Wyld Products

FRESH “J” TUESDAY

Fresh Joints
30% OFF 30% OFF

BOGO FRIDAY SMOKIN SATURDAY

Buy 1 Incredible | Solventless Concentrates
or Nove & Get 1 15% OFF

5% FF Mix & Match All Ounces

$99 Qut the Door!
Come & See =

100s0f | |
NE |,
CANNABIS
PLANTS!
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View Our-Menu
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Brain fitness and moblllty program class contmumg

By Rose Chavez
PREVIEW Columnist

Join us for class on Mondays dur-
ing April from 10 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.
at your Pagosa Senior Center for a
free Ageless Grace exercise program,
taught by Judy, a trained facilitator
who will support and help you learn
gentle movements to enhance brain

health and mobility. Drop-ins are
welcome.

We will spend 30 minutes in a
chair exercising and stimulating five
areas of our brain functioning. Yes, it
is possible to strengthen our neural
connections even as we age.

Anyone, ages 21 and older, is in-
vited and encouraged to participate
in this program. Ageless Grace is a
cutting-edge brain fitness program
based on neuroplasticity that acti-
vates all five functions of the brain —
strategic planning, memory/recall,
analytical thinking, creativity and
imagination, kinesthetic learning
— and simultaneously addresses all
21 physical skills needed for lifelong
optimal health functioning.

Ageless Grace is a highly effective
brain fitness program that keeps
participants moving and thinking
through the power of play. Wellness
shouldn’t have to be boring or pain-
ful; in fact, it should be fun.

Senior discount card

The Senior Center is continuing
its annual tradition of providing a
local discount card for those ages 60
and better.

The discount card encourages
seniors to supportlocal recreational,
restaurant, medical and retail ser-
vices by obtaining a senior discount
card for a small fee that serves as
a fundraiser for Archuleta Seniors
Inc. (ASI).

These local businesses provide a

Photo courtesy Archuleta Seniors Inc.
Volunteer Liam McRae, the grandson of Archuleta Seniors Inc. (ASI) trea-

surer Martine Colombey, used part of his spring break to serve his com-
munity by shredding papers in the ASI administration offices last week.

discount ranging from 5 percent to
20 percent off services.

For more information, visit http://
www.psseniors.org/discount-club.
html or stop by our offices at 451 Hot
Springs Blvd. to pick up your card.
For more information, contact us at
(970) 264-2167.

Spring Fling Wine
Pairing Soirée

There are a few tickets left for what
will be a special evening. Join us for
ASI's Spring Fling Wine Pairing Soiree
on April 11 from 6 to 8 p.m. atthe Ross
Aragon Community Center, 451 Hot
Springs Blvd.

Enjoy a selection of exceptional
curated wines, savory appetizers
from and delicious chocolates, all
crafted by local artisans. Live mu-
sic from the gifted Gus Palma will
enhance the evening’s ambiance.
The soirée will also feature a silent
auction with unique items and fan-
tastic door prizes. This event invites
everyone — singles, couples and
groups — to enjoy an unforgettable
evening while supporting ASL

Tickets are limited, so don’t miss

out. Purchase tickets at https://give-
butter.com/SpringFlingWinePairing,
by calling (970) 264-2167 or visiting
our office.

Why fundraise?

Poverty rates for individuals aged
65 and older in Archuleta County
have risen from 5.2 percent to 9.0
percent, impacting approximately
1,300 individuals. The soirée is cru-
cial for raising funds to support es-
sential health and social services for
vulnerable older adults and family
caregivers in our community.

Poverty in rural America presents
barriers to vital resources for all age
groups, but older adults are especial-
ly vulnerable, including experiencing
barriers to: health care, healthy food
and affordable housing, among other
critical supports.

ASI operates independently as
a nonprofit, relying on public and
private funding, donations and more
than 70 community volunteers. Un-
fortunately, funding sources have
been unstable, making your support
vital for our efforts to serve the com-

H See Senior on next page
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movies.

Pagosa Springs Knights of Co-
lumbus Lenten Fish Fry. 4-6
p.m., Pope John Paul Il Catholic
Church, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd. Both
dine-in and drive-through dining
will be available. The cost of the
meal is $15 and is a fundraiser
for the Pagosa Springs Knights of
Columbus.

Spring Fling Wine Pairing Soiree.
6-8 p.m., Community Center, 451
Hot Springs Blvd. Join Archuleta
Seniors Inc. for a selection of cu-
rated wines, savory appetizers and

chocolates, as well as live music
from Gus Palma. The event will
also feature a silent auction and
door prizes. Tickets are available
at https://givebutter.com/Spring-
FlingWinePairing, by calling (970)
264-2167 or by visiting the organi-
zation’s office.

Saturday, April 12

Hora de Cuento Bilingual Storytime.
10-11 a.m. Join for an educational
hour of reading and singing in
Spanish, and free play.

GriefShare. 10-11:30 a.m., Center-
point Church, 2750 Cornerstone

Drive. A 13-week program to as-
sist with the healing process, re-
gardless of how long it is since
your loved one passed. For more
information, contact Marie Rasco
at marierascoe67 @gmail.com or
Centerpoint Church at (970) 731-
2205. You can also register and
learn more at www.griefshare.org.

Pagosa Springs Scrapbooking and
Crafters Club. 10 a.m.-3 p.m,,
Community Center.

Knitters Circle. 1-3 p.m., Sisson
Library. Join new or experienced
knitters to get help with your project,
or sit and knit.

More Than Just Signs!
DECALS & WINDOW GRAPHICS
VEHICLE GRAPHICS & WRAPS
STORE FRONTS

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
APPAREL PRINTING
NEON & ELECTRIC SIGN REPAIR

MEMORIAL STONES
'LOCATED AT 57 MAJESTIC DR. PAGOSA SPRINGS, CO

i SEPTIC SYSTEMS !

] Installation « Repair « Inspection |
I

[ Insured « References « Serving Pagosa Springs area for 18 years [
NAWT Certified Inspector e License number INS2021-0084

I can Tony at 505-210-0045 or Nancy at 575-209-0376 l

HAVE MEDICAID?

MNRIN  You may qualify for
FREE transportation.

i Residential & Commercial

transportation

to anywhere in Colorado
and border state
approved cities for
Medicaid insured rides
to and from Medicaid
providers

Pre-approval and
24-hour notice
required.

Call WJP/A1 Taxi to get
yourself set up.
970-731-4081

Also Durango Airport Shuttle « Taxi Service - Weddings
Charter Service « Private Parties

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc

Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling
PUC# 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

LARGE & SMALL ANIMAL
MEDICINE AND SURGERY

=

We are pleased to welcome
Dr. Natasha Tokar
to our hospital staff.

Ask our staff about our new extended
appointment hours on Saturday mornings to
compliment our 24/7 emergency coverage.

2 On-call Emergency Services
» Laser Surgery

% Acupuncture

2 Herbal Medicine

» Grooming

2 Cold Therapeutic Laser

2 Medical Ozone Therapy

2 Boarding

2 House & Ranch Calls

Elk Park Ammal Hosplfal

SEE OUR FULL LIST OF
SERVICES ONLINE!

elkparkvet.com

TR

9572 W Hwy 160 ¢ 970-731-6400
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H continued from previous page
munity effectively.

Impact of ASI

Since 2023, more than 1,000
unduplicated older adults and care-
givers in Archuleta County have
benefited annually from our sig-
nature nutrition program, which
offers nutritious meals served in a
welcoming environment. In 2024
alone, we provided approximately
20,000 meals, including deliveries to
homebound older adults, a conve-
nient grab-n-go service and dine-in/
socialize options.

Annually, we also serve more
than 600 unduplicated older adults
and caregivers via facilitating quality
referrals tolocal organizations/agen-
cies, providing social connection and
support through various activities,
including community clinics, fun
games, educational classes, discus-
sion groups, and creative and em-
powering community events.

Caregiver support group

The Senior Center will be hosting
a new support group beginning in
March.

Ifyou are caring for a family mem-
ber or friend with physical/mental
disability, emotional health needs
or cognitive decline, this group was
created for you.

Note: This group is not limited
to only caregivers of older adults.
Caregivers of all types are welcome.
This group offers a safe, welcoming
space for caregivers seeking connec-
tion, empathy and encouragement.
Whether you're looking for under-
standing during difficult times or just
need a community to lean on, we're
here for you.

These sessions will also offer edu-
cational resources to grow you in the
knowledge and skill to strengthen
self-care, to care for your loved ones
and empower you to navigate your
role as a caregiver, one day at a time.

Dates for the monthly caregiver
support gathering in 2025 include:
March 27, April 24, May 22, June 26,
July 24, July 24, Aug. 28, Sept. 25, Oct.
23, Nov. 20 and Dec. 18.

All meetings will be held at the
Community Center in the West
Conference Room (except the August
gathering will be in a local park) from
10:30 a.m. to noon.

Ifyou have questions or would like
to be added to our announcement
list, please contact Yeun Fiedler at
(970) 946-5810 or Madeline Sutton
at (970) 507-1574.

No t’ai chi chih in April

The Senior Center offers t'ai chi
chih with accredited instructor Patti
Popovich to support older adults who
want to discover purpose and fulfill-
ment in this transitional phase oflife.

This activity will be paused for
the month of April and will resume
in May. We apologize for any incon-
veniences.

For more information, call (970)
264-2167.

Scrapbooking and
crafters club

The Pagosa Springs Scrapbooking
and Crafters club continues to hold
monthly meetings the second Satur-
day of each month from 10 a.m. to 3
p-m. at the Ross Aragon Community
Center, 451 Hot Springs Blvd., within
the dining hall in the Senior Center.

This creative tradition has been
happening since 2005, and we invite
all creative individuals to come and
share ideas, connect with new and
old friends, learn/share creative tech-
niques, share supplies and indulge
in a potluck lunch together. Bring
your scrapbooking projects — or any
crafting project that you may want to
work on with the group.

Help us create an intergenera-
tional community. Those ages 18
and older are welcome. For those
youth age 17 and younger, we kindly
request an adult chaperone accom-
pany them.

If you would like to be added to
the mailing list, please send your re-
quest to copenhavercreative@gmail.
com and you will receive notification
each month of the upcoming meet-
ing, along with handy tips and tricks
for scrapbooking and more.

Meals on Wheels
volunteers needed

For more than 50 years, the Senior
Center (established in 1971)/ASI (es-
tablished in 2013) has been meeting
the social and nutritional needs of
older adults (age 60 and better) in
our community.

We serve thousands of nutritious
meals annually in Archuleta County,
and volunteers deliver Meals on
Wheels and friendly visits/wellness
checks to homebound older adults.

We depend on more than 55
volunteers annually to help us serve
and deliver meals and provide other
wrap-around services.

The cost of each meal is $10.50,
but we only ask for a suggested dona-
tion of $6 per meal. Meal recipients
are asked to contribute what they
can afford, and no one is ever turned
down.

Meals are delivered Monday
through Friday. Participants must
be at home to receive meals. Meals
will not be left.

Meals on Wheels volunteers
receive background checks and
training prior to delivery. Typically
a volunteer shift is one day a week
from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. depending
on the size of the route. Staff works
closely with volunteers to allow for
periodic breaks.

Ifyou are interested in volunteer-
ing, please stop by the ASI office at
451 Hot Springs Blvd. to pick up an
application. Questions? Please call
ASI at (970) 264-2167.

Stretching and mobility
class

Community members are invited
to attend free weekly classes every

Tuesday this fall and winter from 9:30
to 10:30 a.m. at the Senior Center.

The stretching and mobility class-
es for older adults (age 55 and up) are
designed to help build balance in the
body through functional exercises
that aim to improve mobility and
flexibility.

Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a variety of techniques
that can help enhance overall move-
ment efficiency.

Though not necessary, a mat is
recommended for this class.

The program is instructed by local
ballet dance instructor Dee Pitchon,
who will provide modifications to
ensure the safety and effectiveness
of the exercises.

Bingo

The Senior Center continues to
host free community bingo games
twice a month on Friday afternoons
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Upcoming bingo dates include
April 4, April 18, May 9, May 23, June
13 and June 27.

Bring yourself and a friend for
an hour of joyful fellowship. We will
provide prizes from local businesses
for all winners, and snacks will also
be provided.

No RSVPisrequired. Help us cre-
ate an intergenerational community.

All ages are welcome, but we ask
those 18 and younger to come with
an adult chaperone. Seats are first
come, first served.

For more information, contact us
at (970) 264-2167.

Senior Conversations

Join us Mondays at 1:15 p.m. for a
series of Senior Conversations with
local Bill Salmansohn.

Salmansohn brings to our conver-
sations a variety of topics designed to
stimulate discussions within a safe
and comfortable environment as we
explore our well-being and shared
experiences.

This is a unique opportunity to
connect with others living within the
Archuleta community for friendship
and togetherness.

Snacks will be provided.

Afterward, hosted by Robin Wil-
liams, is a get-together created for
those who wish to continue the
conversation. This opportunity is
typically from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., fol-
lowing Senior Conversations.

The group occasionally recon-
venes as an informal gathering at
various local restaurants.

Share lunch Monday
through Friday

Open to all. Join us at the Silver
Fox’s Den, aka the Community Cafe,
in person for daily hot/cold meals
Mondays through Thursdays at the
Community Center between 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m. It is open to all. Pickup is
available all week.

Our dining hall is open to all ages
and welcomes you all with kindness
and warmth. We provide hot/cold
meals for anyone in the community
interested in a nutritious and deli-
cious meal. For those 60 or older we

H See Senior on next page
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SEARCH ENGINE MARKETING (SEM)
Paid ads on search engines to get your website on the first
page of Google/Bing. Our team researches the best converting

Hyper-direct way to reach your target audience. Create social
buzz about your company — the new word of mouth.

SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION (SEO)

Improves your website’s visibility on search engines organically.
The goal is to put your site on the first page of a Google search.

WEB ADVERTISING ON PAGOSASUN.COM

Get your ad in front of local customers with a digital ad on our

Position yourself as an expert in your field with sponsored

OPTIMIZATION

M@RKET

GEO FENCING

search habits.

WEBSITE

Contact Shari today to dive into the world of advertising
with your trusted advertising representative,
who has been with The Pagosa Springs SUN for over 39 years!

Call today: (970) 264-2100, ext. 29, or email: shari@pagosasun.com

The Pagosa Springs SUN

an O’Rourke Media Group company

Digital
Advertising
is Here!

Local company. Regional reach.

Pinpoint precision targeting — Using GPS technology, you
can reach people when they are in places of interest. Target
competitors, events, businesses, and other locations.

TARGETED DISPLAY

Place your message in front of potential customers where
they spend time online, utilizing targeting segments such as
demographic info, website category, browsing behavior and

EMAIL MARKETING

Your database or our database. Email is one of the oldest digital
tactics and also one of the most effective.

Custom-built wordpress sites at a fraction of the cost of most
providers. SEO friendly, ADA compliant, hosted, secured, mobile
optimized and e-commerce availability.
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request a suggested donation of $6,
butno one will be turned away. There
is a $10.50 charge for guests under
the age of 60.

Meals include a main course, side
dish, fruit/dessert, garden salad plus
beverage.

To reserve your meal for the day,
please make your reservation via text
or phone call to (970) 264-2167 by 9
a.m. weekdays.

Community Cafe menu

Thursday, April 3 — Pork ribs
with ginger plum sauce, lavender-
apricot rice pilaf, garden salad, fruit
and milk.

Friday, April 4 — Black bean veg-
gie burger with chipotle aioli, skillet
mushrooms and zucchini, garden
salad, fruit and milk.

Monday, April 7 — Codfish floren-
tine, sweet potato, dinner roll, garden
salad, fruit, vanilla yogurt and milk.

Tuesday, April 8 — Creamy Tus-
can chicken, Mediterranean salad,
garden salad, fruit, strawberry cup-
cake and milk.

Wednesday, April 9 — Green chili
pork, quinoa stuffed tomato, tortilla,
garden salad, fruit, muffin and milk.

Thursday, April 10 — Cheeseburg-
er casserole, green beans, garden
salad, fruit, chocolate cake and milk.

Friday, April 11 — Vegetarian
pasta fagioli, ciabatta bread, garden
salad, fruit, brownie and milk.

Grab-N-Go meals

Dine-in and Grab-N-Go meal
reservations and cancellations are
required. Please call or text by 9 a.m.
the morning of the day you want to
pickup ameal. A suggested donation
of $6 helps to sustain our program.
For ages 59 and younger, the cost is
$10.50. No one will be turned away
for their inability to donate. Please
call or text us at (970) 264-2167 to
make a reservation.

Meals on Wheels

We deliver fresh Meals on Wheels
five days a week (and provide frozen
Meals on Wheels for weekends)
to homebound Archuleta County
residents. Call or text us at (970)
264-2167.

Text reservations

Don'’t forget that we offer a con-
venient texting service for you to
communicate with us. Text us at
(970) 264-2167. When texting, please
include your name, phone number
and the days you want a meal. If you
are canceling a reservation, please
include your name, phone number
and the days you want to cancel.

Texting services are available for
dine-in meal reservations, Grab-
n-Go meals and Meals on Wheels
recipients.

Mahjong

Mahjongis a 19th century Chinese
tile-based game that is commonly
played with four players. Each player
receives 13 tiles with a goal to make

matching sets and pairs (like poker).
To win, a player must form four sets
and one pair.

Come to the Senior Center to
learn or play every Tuesday at 1:15
p.m.

Medicare call by
appointment

For anyone who needs help
enrolling and navigating Medicare
plans, the San Juan Basin Area
Agency on Aging helps with parts A,
B and D. They can also help you with
fraud concerns and troubleshooting
any billing issues you may be hav-
ing. By appointment only. Please
call the Medicare line at (970) 264-
0501, ext 2.

Mindful drawing

Mindful drawing is an easy-to-
learn, relaxing and fun way to cre-
ate beautiful images by drawing
structured patterns. Join our friendly
instructor, Roberta Strickland.

Classes are every Wednesday at
1:15 p.m. in the Senior Center. This
activity is open to all ages. Help us
create an intergenerational commu-
nity. For those under 18 and/or with
disabilities, you are welcome to join
us, but we kindly ask you to please
bring an adult chaperone with you.
Bridge

The longest-played bridge game
in Archuleta County takes place on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 1:15
p.m.

Bridge is a four-player card game
with partners sitting opposite each
other around a table. It is a trick-
taking card game using a standard
52-card deck. Come alone or bring
a partner.

Hand and foot card game

Whether you are new to hand and
foot or interested in learning, please
join us most Tuesdays at 1:15 at the
Senior Center.

This card game involves four
rounds of playing until the final
roundisreached — some two to three
hours later. Plan to stay and meet
some new friends or catch up with
those you have missed over the last
couple of years.

No experience is necessary, so
come willing to learn.

Board vacancies

The ASI Board of Directors has
multiple vacant positions open. The
terms are three years with an option
to renew for an additional term.

Potential candidates should be
at least 21 years of age or older and
must have a passion for adult and
aging services.

Support the Senior

Center

Please support our ongoing oper-
ations and programming that provide
critical services to some of the most
vulnerable in Archuleta County.

You may mail your donation to
P.O. BOX 3444, Pagosa Springs CO

81147, or please visit our website:
http://www.psseniors.org/ (dona-
tion button).

Donation checks can be written
to: Archuleta Seniors Inc.

We are located at 451 Hot Springs
Blvd. For more information about
ASI, please visit http://www.ps-
seniors.org/.

DEFENDING

YOUR RIGHTS
FOR OVER 18 YEARS

DANIEL
SHAFFER

LAW

Reputation. Respect. Results

sl Cathy Justus W.E.C.P. ,
diSCounts Window Fashions Cf@’lféﬁ(f{l/ lg’zo_}[essiona/ ’

FREE CORDLESS OPTION on select Graber products

FREE installation with purchase

blinds ¢ shades * verticals * draperies * valances
bedspreads * bed skirts ¢ pillows ¢ cushions * & more

Helping Pagosans and beyond to make
\their house a home since 1986. 264-4462 (GRABER .

Police Misconduct
Civil Rights Violations
Wrongful Death
Disability Violations
Excessive Force

Unlawful Seizure and
Sale of Property

Contact for a
FREE CONSULTATION

970-549-2225
DANIELSHAFFERLAW.COM
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Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

Office Hours: Monday — Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY TOO LATE TO CLASSIFY PERSONALS SERVICES SERVICES

AGE PRICES
All Massages
include

OVERLOOK

HOT SPRNGS
SPA
Downtown Pagosa 264-4040

J AND J ENTERPRISES is looking for friendly
and enthusiastic people who are eager to
help customers navigate the wide world of
cannabis. We offer paid sick leave, product
sampling, employee discounts, sales bonuses
and comprehensive on-site training! Must be
21 years of age. A Marijuana Enforcement
Division badge is required to start work. E-mail
your resume to employment@jandjinc.net or
check us out on Indeed.com.

THINK HAIR

THINK ELIZABETH
970-903-5152

3R RANCH- WORKING in the beautiful south
San Juans. Hiring one position, ranch and
landscape maintenance. No experience, we
will train. $20 per hour. (970)264-5160.

OFFICE ADMIN. Come join our TFI team,
part-time 25-30 hrs. Must have good customer
service and computer skills. Call (970)585-
1021 for more information.

SOLID ROCK BUILDERS LLC -Spring is
here, so get on our 2025 schedule. Excava-
tion, driveways, septic systems, ponds, and
more. (970)759-3882.

PagosaSUN.com

NEW!
PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED
AD ONLINE!

Go to: PagosaSUN.com

>> Shop Local >> Place
Your Classified Ad

All classified line ads appear on
PagosaSUN.com
Regular categories deadline:
Tues., 10 a.m.

Too Late To Classify deadline:
Tues., 3 p.m.

Holidays will have alternate deadlines.

FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP. 24-hour
domestic violence and sexual assault helpline.
(970) 264-9075.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONCERNED ABOUT ANOTHER’S DRINK-
ING? Pagosa Springs Al-anon Family Group
meets Tuesdays 6-7p.m., Pagosa Bible
Church. Questions? Call/ text (303)815-8569.
www.al-anon.org.

PAGOSA AA: M-W-F 5:30p.m. Mens’ meet-
ing Tuesday 5:30p.m. Saturday and Sunday
10a.m. Tuesday and Thursday at noon. 315
N. 2nd St., County Road 200 (.2 miles off
160). Zoom Sunday 10a.m. Zoom Thursday
noon women only; ID 858 319 763, password
754 234. Call Kathi (970)946-1482 or Central
Office (888)333-9649.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alcohol-
ics Anonymous meets Tuesdays, Thursdays,
Saturdays, 5:30-6:30p.m. Pagosa Bible
Church, 209 Harman Park Drive. Questions?
Richard: (970)903-1456. Diamond: (970)264-
1073. More resources: Www.aa.org, Www.
aa-westerncolorado.com, (970)245-9649,
(888)333-9649 (24 hours).

SERVICES

ASPEN SPRINGS HANDYMAN SERVICES
for Archuleta County. Brett at (970)570-9403.
Services include but are not limited to: Home
repairs, Brush mitigation, Spring cleaning,
Landscape maintenance, Greenhouse Kit
Assembly, Gardens/ trimming. Hourly: First
hr $100, then $35 an hour there after. Odd
jobs/ to-do list are my specialty and I'll even
clean your garage.

ASPENGLOW LANDSCAPING/ YARD
MAINTENANCE/ YARD CLEANUP. Mowing,
trimming, raking and tree trimming. Tractor
available for planting and landscaping.
(970)946-2061.

BAT PREVENTION. Meticulously seal
dwelling to protect from annual bat invasion.
Service offered until May 1st. Free quotes.
Call Arlies Chimney Sweep (970)731-2543.

CALL BIG D FLOORING for a free consulta-
tion and estimate at (575)419-2366 or visit us
at bigdflooring.com to schedule online.

CLEAN CUT CONSTRUCTION. (970)585-
4578. Offering handyman services. Snow
removal, interior /exterior painting and stain-
ing, dry wall install and repair, carpentry and
much more.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING. Reasonable
prices. Linda Lerno, (970)507-0176.

CUSTOM, PROFESSIONAL WEBSITE
DESIGN, social media and Google ads for
your business. www.mgmpagosa.com Text:
(928)246-1321.

DRYWALL HANGING, taping and texture.
Specializing in patch and repair. Call Bob
(719)849-9681. Pagosa and surrounding ares.

JD's Cool
i@t Water Heating

Sales, Service & Repair
Boilers &
Tank-less Water Heaters

jdcoolwater.com
27 years in Pagosa Springs * (970) 946-3989
\_ Colorado License PC0001348, Insured )

Interior/Exterior

Paint & Stain

Log Home Chinkin

Free Estimates « Insured

William Wolfert
Owner

Call today! (970) 903-2229

mountainhomepaintstain.com

No Job Too Big
No Job Too Small

Lino
(970) 749-2373

ONE SIXTY CONCRETE WORKS

Licensed e Insured e Residential ¢ Commercial
Serving 160 Corridor from Walsenburg, Pagosa Springs & Durango

Check out our Quality Works One Sixty Concrete Works on Kl

e Patios

e Driveways

e Stairs

e Retaining Walls

e Decorative Concrete
e Flatwork

Remodeling

Security Checks

Snow Removal

High Meadows Properties, LLC
Call today (970) 403-2263

EZ CRITTER RIDDERS- We are a new pest
removal service located here in Pagosa. We
are looking to help get rid of any unwanted
garbage bandits, egg or chicken thieves, ferrel
cats, etc. We also build bat houses as another
option for dealing with bats. Give us a call at
(970)585-4578.

REMODELING

NEW ADDITIONS
COMMERCIAL

1[9% 731-9700

GOT DEBT? GET FORGIVENESS! Bye
bye credit card debt, student loans, ETC.
Book your FREE consultation today! www.
TheDebtNavigator.com.

HANDYMAN SERVICE. Noah’s Ark Enterpris-
es. (970)901-5298.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: Drywall, Floors,
Windows, Doors, Plumbing, Kitchens and
Bathrooms, Siding, Decks, Snow Removal!
(970)844-0554.
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Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

SERVICES

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

* Roofing * Pole barns

* Log homes
Licensed and insured

Satisfaction guaranteed

Ammon Miller
19 years experience

All your excavating needs!

» New construction

910- 903 401

New Construction
Remodeling « Houses

Garages » Barns o Decks
Licensed, insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

2 Call Rick
L0 . (970)916.1737

Exterior & Interior
Painting

Exterior Staining
Dock Staining
Drywall Texture

Drywall Repair House Power Washing
Roof Repairs _

Fire Mitigation Patrick Dominic
Gravel Driveways 970-946-9571  432-847-6451

STAINING &
PAINTING LLC

Deck Specialist

Decking floor e
replgced “\\\\\\\\\\\

Total deck rebuilds §=2

Handrails

Stairs

35 years experience

references

Call Mike today 970-507-0379

STORAGE UNITS
AVAILABLE

Call for Spring Specials!

Cargo Contalners
RENT « RENT TO OWN « BUY

We deliver! &%,
[ ] '0-*’:
SPRINGS STORAGE

970-731-0007

PagosaSpringsStorage.com

LAwN CARE
SERVICES

Mow Lawn « Bush Trimming
Seasonal Clean-ups (Gardens)
Rock Wall Projects
Stain Houses « Plant Work « & More

VALENZUELA LANDSCAPING
Adolfo 970-903-1929
Socorro 970-769-9060

Email us at
classads@pagosasun.com

to submit your classified.
PagosaSUN.com

N

0
ueprints
Have your plans drawn now.
Don’t wait!

Be ready to start your house,
barn, garage or deck on time.

Call Rick
946-17237 y

Kitchen Deep Cleaning
Now Offered!

Pagosa SPARKLES

Detail Oriented, Trustworthy
& Reliable Cleaners
For All Your Housekeeping
&Window Cleaning Needs

Text/call Kim (970) 946- 6446

"The Water A )

Runner W

N
Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery
Cistern Deep Cleaning

Youealhy (970) 731-5022

awe haul!
\ Since 1999 Chadd Carnley, owner 4

| DO YARD WORK. Pine needles, lawns,
pull weeds, etc. Text me at (970)946-8598.
Gabriel. $25/ hour.

KITCHEN DEEP CLEANS now offered by
Pagosa Sparkles. Group of high standard
cleaners. Window cleaning also available.
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.

KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don’t trap
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident.
Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

‘FIREWOOD

Snow Removal

IRE & ICE)

\CaII Dan « (970) 582 0006/

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable
and reliable. (970)946-2061.

MINT ROOFING Re-roofs, commercial
and maintenance. Contact Mint Roofing at
(970)426-5255.

PAGOSA SPARKLES, LLC. Group of high
standard cleaners, reliable, trustworthy and
affordable. Window cleaning also available.
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.

PAGOSA SPRINGS STORAGE has all size
units available. 24 hour access, gated, with
security cameras. Call for specials. (970)731-
0007 www.pagosaspringsstorage.com.

Cole Plumbing

24/7 Service

EMERGENCIES SAME DAY
in most cases

Boiler service & repair

Tankless water heater
specialist

Adam 575-574-7284

Located in Pagosa Springs

Landscaping

& Tractor Work

« Landscaping New & Old
« Planting Trees, Shrubs, etc.
« Drainage Problems Solved
« Driveways Reworked

« Construction, Decks, Patios & Sheds
Small & Large Jobs Welcome

. Westward Inc.
< Call (970) 264-0913

FREE
Estimates

—_————————
| Home Repair Specialist |

I Home Maintenance

o e |
Repairs - Remodels - =

L

I Plumbing & Electric
Repairs 0
I (arpentry
Kitchen &Bath

|
|
1
Remodels I
|
|

Decks « Fences
Roof Repairs 35 years experience

Concrete & more references
!_Call Mike today 970-507- 0379

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual.
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted with no fee.
Hallways and closets always free.

ROOF REPAIRS, LEAKS, RESCREWS,
INSPECTIONS. 35+ years experience. Call
Jeff at Blair Roofing. (970)903-6556.

ROOF RESCREWING, CHIMNEY CLEAN-
ING, roof repairs, dryer vent cleaning, valley
repairs. Arlie’s Chimney Sweep. (970)731-
2543,

PREMIUM PEAK CLEANING and property
management. Local. Reliable. Detailed. Call
(970)902-3145.

PROFESSIONAL SNOW REMOVAL. - Resi-
dential and Commercial. Fully insured. Shovel
and salt upon request. Call now for quote.
(970)946-4450.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE/ HOME CARE
checks, providing snow removal, landscaping,
handyman services. Call Eric (970)946-2061.

RICHARD DECLARK ELECTRICAL is
available for all your electrical services from
remodels to new construction. | have been in
Pagosa for 15 years, no job too small or too
large. (970)903-1456.

SMALL ENGINE SOLUTIONS. 2-stroke and
4-stroke gas engines. Maintenance, tuning,
repairs. Pick-up and drop-off available. Chain
and blade sharpening. Tire changes, balance,
flat fixes. (970)585-4191.

TANKLESS/ON DEMAND WATER HEAT-
ERS. Largest inventory in the area, including
replacement parts. Same day Installation
and service in most cases. We are the only
company that extends the parts & labor
warranty from 1 year to 5 years. VAIL HOME
SERVICES, (760)835-1041.

TREE FELLING, TRIMMING, REMOVAL
and lot cleaning! MTN Forestry specializes
in hazardous and technical tree trimming
and removals. Call anytime for a free quote!
(970)403-6396.

CUSTOM

HOMES
A SW\D

V= 970) 731-9700
PAGOSA SECURE

STORAGE

80 Bastille Dr. « 970-731-8599
Storage units & parking spots

Special rates available
pagosaspringsrealty.com

PLUMBING

Semi-retired plumber
30+ years experience

15+ years in Pagosa
Reasonable rates ¢ Local references

Michael - 480-685-6191
I return all calls!

Handyman & @m
Construction Services

Insured « Local References - Free Estimates
Sam Hill Contracting ~ (512) 947-0683

VANCE AND BERNARD TREE SERVICES.
Trimming, removals, fire mitigation, masti-
cator, tractor, dump trailer, chipper. Insured.
Call (720)409-9923. vandbtreeservices@
gmail.com.

WE HAUL. WE WILL haul off anything but
your marijuana or your mother-in- law. No job
too big or too small. We also move buildings.
We don't haul pigs. Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

WEST CO, CONSTRUCTION & SERVICES.
Services include but not limited to; fencing,
gates, greenhouses, sheds, siding, win-
dows, roofing, decks, gardens, remodels/
renovations, tree mitigation and removal. Call
(970)698-1362.

HEALTH

HOT SPRINGS HEALERS. Sessions at hot
springs! Introducing Quantum Reset. Also,
cranial sacral, bodywork, massage. Serving
Pagosa 27 years, Dr. Dean and Amanda,
(970)844-0645, (970)903-5309.

HELP WANTED

3R RANCH HIRING one full or part-time posi-
tion. Ranch and landscape maintenance. Must
have own reliable transportation and valid
driver’s license. 40 hours a week available.
$20 to start. (970)264-5160.
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What You'll Do:

maximize ROI.

growth.
What We're Looking For:

consultancy or agency role.

Ads Manager, and SEMrush.

Why Join Us?

We're Hiring:
Digital Marketing Consultant

Are you passionate about driving results through innovative marketing
strategies? Do you thrive on helping businesses grow their online presence?
Join our team as a Digital Marketing Consultant and make an impact!

Develop, implement, and optimize digital marketing campaigns
across multiple platforms-Search Engine Marketing, SEO, Facebook,
Video and much more. Plus, have a competitive advantage by
including our own Pagosa Springs SUN digital and print audience.
Bring cost-effective, website development opportunities to local
businesses to help build long-term, win-win partnerships.

Analyze campaign performance and generate actionable insights to

Collaborate with clients to understand their business goals and
create tailored marketing strategies.
Stay ahead of industry trends and identify new opportunities for

2+ years of experience in digital marketing, preferablyin a

Proven expertise selling digital advertising solutions.
Strong analytical skills with proficiency in tools like Google Analytics,

Exceptional communication skills and a client-first mindset.
A passion for creativity, strategy, and measurable results.

Competitive salary + performance-based incentives.
Access to professional development and growth opportunities.
Be part of a collaborative, innovative, and supportive team.

O’Rourke Media Group is a family-owned, diversified media company

that was formed in 2018. Originally just a holding company that owned

a few newspapers, O’Rourke Media Group (OMG) has established itself

as an industry-leading, digital media company comprising a cutting edge
digital agency and an impressive group of award-winning, hyper-local print
newspapers and niche magazines. OMG now operates in eight states, 36
markets with over 50 publications and hyper-local websites. In Pagosa Springs,
we publish The SUN, Preview and a number of niche publications.

Ready to take the next step in your career?

Send your resume and a brief cover letter to
CEO Jim O'Rourke at jorourke@orourkemediagroup.com.

The Pagosa Springs SUN

ACUT BELOW LAWN CARE. Seasonal labor
April-October, Competitive pay, weekdays.
Team Player Performance based bonuses.
(970)764-0789. acutbelowlawncare@gmail.
com.

Email us at
classads@pagosasun.com

to submit your classified.
PagosaSUN.com

EMPLOYMENT AT SILVER DOLLAR LI-
QUOR. Must be 21. Full-time or part-time.
Nights and weekends. (970)264-2749.

CDL DRIVER. Ponderosa Lumber is hiring
a CDL Driver. This is a full-time position.
Duties include deliveries, loading /unloading
trucks, and helping customers. Requires the
ability to drive a stick shift and have a Class B
endorsement. We offer paid time off, medical,
dental, vision, prescription, 401(k) and Profit
Sharing. Please apply at Ponderosa Lumber
2435 Eagle Dr. (970)731-4111.

ARCHULETA SCHOOL
DISTRICT IS NOW HIRING!

We're looking for Outstanding Employees
to join our team!

cHUz
&
A« &

Archuleta School District

strives to achieve

“Success for Every Student —

Every Class — Every Day.”

Currently accepting applications
for the following positions:

Lead Mechanic
Full-time position with a starting salary of $59,496-$65,456
for a 250-day work schedule.

Elementary School PE Teacher 2025-26 SY
Full-time position with a starting salary $51,645-$67,469 for
175 days paid over a 12-month period.

Middle School 8th Grade Science Teacher 2025-26 SY
Full-time position with a starting salary $51,645-$67,469 for
175 days paid over a 12-month period.

High School Significant Support Needs Teacher
Full-time position with a starting salary $51,645-567,469 for
175 days paid over a 12-month period.

Benefits for all FULL-TIME positions include (but are not limited to)
PERA State Retirement, Life Insurance, optional Health and Dental
Insurance and paid Discretionary Days.

You belong on the
Archuleta School District Team!

X scoooueus B
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e

For more details and to apply for these positions
click on “Job Postings” on the following web-site:
www.mypagosaschools.com
EOE

COLORADO DREAM HOMES is seeking a
finish carpenter for year round work. Pay is
dependent on skill set and experience. Paid
holidays, accrued PTO and annual bonuses.
Please send resumes to coloradodream-
homesinc@gmail.com or swing by our office
at 2283 Eagle Dr. to hand deliver or fill out
an application.

BRANCH OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR. Ed-
ward Jones is a financial services firm focused
on meeting the needs of individual investors.
Our Pagosa Springs branch office has an
opening for an entry-level administrative assis-
tant. Excellent organization, communication
skills, and the ability to work independently are
required to perform. Administrative, marketing,
and client service responsibilities. We offer
competitive benefits and a comprehensive on-
line training program. To be considered for this
position apply online at careers.edwardjones.
com. Edward Jones does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, gender, religion, na-
tional origin, age, disability, sexual orientation,
pregnancy, veteran status, genetic information
or any other basis prohibited by applicable law.

DEDICATED CLEANERS Must be detail
oriented, trustworthy, reliable and committed.
$20/ hour possibly more for special projects.
Text Pagosa Sparkles, (970)946-6446.

ELI STEPHENS LANDSCAPING LLC. is
looking to hire. We are looking for someone
willing to learn. Pay will be based off of ex-
perience. Looking for labor and equipment
operators. Call Eli (970)946-0268.

GENERAL LABORER NEEDED Full time.
Assorted Duties. Please send resume or work
history to frontdesk@pagosalandcompany.
com. Phone (970)264-5000.

GOODMAN’S DEPARTMENT STORE is
looking for a sales associate, Saturdays
required. Sales associates must be friendly
and self-motivated. Ask about our benefits
and employee discounts. Come pick up an
application at 402 Pagosa Street.

We are looking for reliable,
motivated additions to our team!
v ——— ,/ _’\/\
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Full-time and Seasonal

MULTIPLE POSITIONS
MULTIPLE DEPARTMENTS

Starting at $17 per
hour, dependent on
experience.

Weekends and
holidays required.

s
* COLORADO HOME *

SUPPL!

Benefits include
discounts, paid time off,
profit sharing and more!

Apply in person.
Applications available
on Www.terrysace.com

Terry’s ACE

525 Navajo Trail Dr.

CONTRACTOR SALES

Ponderosa Lumber is seeking
a customer service oriented
individual to assist contractors
with purchasing building
materials. Knowledge of
building materials is necessary.
Responsibilities include:

« Providing excellent customer

service

» Completing required paperwork

« Providing product information

 Data Entry

Please apply in person at

Ponderosa Lumber
2435 Eagle Drive or call (970) 731-4111

IMMEDIATE OPENING for CDL Driver /
Equipment Operator. Experience with forestry
equipment helpful. Must pass drug test. Local
driving only. Please send your resume to
frontdesk@pagosalandcompany.com.

J AND J ENTERPRISES is looking for friendly
and enthusiastic people who are eager to
help customers navigate the wide world of
cannabis. We offer paid sick leave, product
sampling, employee discounts, sales bonuses
and comprehensive on-site training! Must be
21 years of age. A Marijuana Enforcement
Division badge is required to start work. E-mail
your resume to employment@jandjinc.net or
check us out on Indeed.com.

LOOKING FOR PART-TIME ranch help.
Flexible hours. Becky (970)264-6938.

MALT SHOPPE NOW HIRING. Apply in
person between 9a.m. and 2p.m.

MOUNTAIN SPIRITS IS SEEKING customer
service associates. Must be available nights
and weekends. We offer accrued vacation/
personal time, performance-based bonuses
twice a year, and employee discounts. Please
apply in person.
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CUSTOMER SERVICE
REPRESENTATIVE

The Pagosa Springs SUN is recruiting for a dynamic, versatile
customer service representative. This position is required to
work at our office at 457 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.
Hours 8am to 4:30pm, Monday through Friday.

Job Responsibilities
Account Management: Support the Advertising Department with ac-
count management activity that’s associated with customers running ads
in The SUN, PREVIEW, special publications and on our digital platforms.
Administrative: Handle postal paperwork, insertion order processing and
payment processing for advertising and subscriptions.
Service: Provide personable, friendly customer service answering phones
and interacting in person with customers that visit the office.
Communication: Serve as a point of contact for internal and external
communications. Answer phones, respond to emails and direct inquiries
to the appropriate team members.
Project assistance: Assist with special projects and initiatives as needed.

Requirements
3-5 years of experience working in an office.
Excellent attention to detail and accuracy in data entry.
Strong organizational and time management skills to meet payroll dead-
lines.
Excellent communication skills on the phone and through all communi-
cation channels.
High level of proficiency in MS Excel and other Microsoft Office applica-
tions.

Compensation Range/Benefits
$17-$20/hour depending on experience level.
Eligible for medical, dental and vision benefits on the 1st of the month
after 30 days of employment.
Eligible to enroll in the company’s 401 (k) retirement savings on the 1st of
the month after 90 days. The company matches 50% of your contribution
up to 2.5% of total compensation.
16 days of PTO plus 4-5 paid holidays.
Opportunity for advancement and career growth within the company.

About the Company
O’Rourke Media Group is a fast-growing company that owns and operates
hyper-local, community newspapers, websites, niche publications and a
full-service digital agency. We are family-owned and mission-driven to
save newspapers and local media companies by investing in the people,
resources and technology needed to thrive for many years to come.
O’Rourke Media Group now operates in eight states and 28 markets with
41 publications and hyper-local websites.

Send your email or letter of interest directly to
CEO Jim O’Rourke at jorourke@orourkemediagroup.com

The Pagosa Springs S UN

an O’Rourke Media Group company

Email us at classads@pagosasun.com
to submit your classified.

PagosaSUN.com

Apply today.
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Now Hiring.

Archuleta County is hiring for multiple positions.

Benefits package, paid time off, 401K match.

970-264-8379 « archuletacounty.org

Apply Now

Individually
strong,
collectively
mighty.

Join us and
become a part of

the bigger
picture.
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We are hiring elementary school
teachers for the 2025-26 school year.
If designing curriculum and engaging
students in Project-hased Learning
excites you, don't hesitate to apply.
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We Are Hiring!
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Apply now!

Send your resume to: \

emurphy@ppos.co

www.pagosapeakopenschool.org

NO DEGREE REQUIRED, My work matters?
Help others? Earn great wages through hard
work and showing up on time every day? We
can train you to be a dental assistant. No
experience needed! We are blessed to have
weekends and holidays off. Beautiful facility,
modern equipment, 401K, excellent pay.
E-mail resume to office@pagosasmiles.com.

NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a
full-time cashier nights and weekends. Com-
petitive wages. Please apply in person at 30
N. Pagosa Blvd.

OWNERS, THERE IS ALONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest
commission and highest customer service.
All you have to do is wait for your rent check
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.

PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time
cashier. Please come and apply in person at
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT.
Community United Methodist Church in
Pagosa Springs is seeking a friendly, orga-
nized Administrative Assistant to manage
office operations and support the pastor.
This is a part-time position (16 hrs/ week,
Mon- Thurs, 8:30a.m.— 12:30p.m.). The
Administrative Assistant is often the first point
of contact at our welcoming and inclusive
church. To apply, email your resume to Rev.
Ken Daniell at pastor@cumcps.org.

NEWSPAPER REPORTER — We are
searching for a talented reporter to fill a full-
time position in Pagosa Springs, Colorado,
at The Pagosa Springs SUN. Our journalists
are driven to find stories that matter to our
community and are dedicated to fairness, ac-
curacy, and ethics. The successful candidate
for this position is someone who knows how to
cover hard news but also loves to write about
people and their passions. They know that a
good interview is often a good conversation
and know when to ask the tough questions,
but also when to listen. The ideal candidate
has exceptional writing skills and is willing to
put in the extra effort and research to deliver
an engaging story. Preferred qualifications
for this position include: Degree or diploma in
journalism, or a related field; At least 1-3 years
of experience as a reporter with experience
covering hard news and feature stories or
experience at a college newspaper; The ability
to meet tight deadlines and report the news
as it happens; Superior language, writing and
editing skills; Strong photography skills; Able
to work a variety of schedules, including eve-
nings, nights and weekends; Excellent critical
thinking and problem-solving skills; Ability to
work in a fast-paced environment; A valid driv-
er's license and a reliable vehicle; Willingness
to live in or near Pagosa Springs, Colorado. If
this sounds like the perfect position for you,
we would love to hear from you! To apply,
please send your resume, letter of interest
and relevant samples of your work to Chad
Richardson, Vice President of News, crich-
ardson@orourkemediagroup.com. Company
Benefits: We offer competitive compensation
plans and employees are eligible for medical,
dental, vision, life insurance benefits, paid time
off and our 401 (k) savings plan. This is an
excellent opportunity for career development
and growth within the company O’Rourke
Media Group is a fast-growing company that
owns and operates hyper-local, community
newspapers, websites, niche publications
and a full-service digital agency. We are
family-owned and mission-driven to save
newspapers and local media companies by
investing in the people, resources and technol-
ogy needed to thrive for many years to come.
We believe that every community can benefit
from a well-run, properly resourced, local
newspaper and website. Our News teams pro-
duce hyper-local, high interest local news and
accurate and trustworthy reporting. Our Sales
and Digital Fulfillment teams bring omnichan-
nel advertising solutions to local businesses in
the communities we serve. O’'Rourke Media
Group now operates in nine states and 38
markets with 51 publications and hyper-local
websites. We started from ground zero in De-
cember 2018, totally bootstrapped, confident
and with an entrepreneurial mindset.

PINE VALLEY RENTAL, busy equipment
rental yard is seeking a reliable, self starting
shop/yard person. Must have experience
in mechanics, diesels, hydraulics, electrical
work, and be knowledgeable of heavy equip-
ment plus small engines. CDL is a plus but
not required. Must have own transportation.
Full time, Monday -Friday 8-5. Please call
(970)731-4410 Or Email ppine000@century-
tel.net. 391 Bastille Drive.

ROOF LABORER NEEDED with some con-
struction experience. Will train. $20-$25/ hour
to start. (970)749-0830.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED PETS COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

THE HUMANE SOCIETY SHELTER animals
need you. Do you dream of a career working
with animals who need you? The Humane
Society of Pagosa Springs has an opening for
a full-time Animal Care Specialist. Must love
to work with animals AND people, spend time
outdoors in all kinds of weather, and get a lot of
exercise throughout the day. Previous dog and
cat handling experience is a plus. A positive
attitude is a must. PTO, additional sick time,
and great shelter and thrift store discounts as
benefits. Hourly rate $15.50- 16.50 DOE. Ap-
ply online https://pagosahumane.org/ or stop
in the Shelter and complete an application.
Come join our team caring for the homeless
pets of Pagosa Springs.

Email us at
classads@pagosasun.com

to submit your classified.
PagosaSUN.com

THE KEYAH GRANDE GUEST HOUSE is
hiring a line cook/ dish ($20/ hour) for our
new fine dining restaurant, “Beyond the
Gates”. Experience preferred. Email your
resume and references to theguesthouse@
keyahgrande.com

THE TOWN OF PAGOSA SPRINGS is seek-
ing to hire a Facilities & Fleet Maintenance
Techin the Facilities Division. The individual
selected for this position performs a variety of
entry-level unskilled and semi-skilled industrial
maintenance duties as needed to ensure
proper cleaning and routine maintenance
of town facilities. May also perform vehicle
maintenance including changing oil, checking
fluids, and other light vehicle maintenance
tasks. This is a full-time position with benefits.
For more information on the position and to
apply, go to the Town’s website at www.pa-
gosasprings.co.gov and select Employment.

NEW!
PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED
AD ONLINE!

Go to: PagosaSUN.com

>> Shop Local >> Place
Your Classified Ad

All classified line ads appear on
PagosaSUN.com

Regular categories deadline:
Tues., 10 a.m.

Too Late To Classify deadline:
Tues., 3 p.m.

Holidays will have alternate deadlines.

THE TOWN OF PAGOSA SPRINGS is
seeking to hire a Parks Maintenance lin the
Parks Division. The individual selected for
this position performs a variety of entry-level
semi-skilled duties related to the construction,
installation, maintenance, upkeep, and repair
of town buildings, recreation facilities, parks,
grounds, and general environment. This is
a full-time position with benefits. For more
information on the position and to apply, go
to the Town’s website at www.pagosasprings.
co.gov and select Employment.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

OWN YOUR OWN BUSINESS IN 2025! Four
year-old profitable Side-by-Side rental busi-
ness with extremely high reviews on Google.
1to 8 Polaris Rzrs, LLC, website, reservation
site, customer list, insured, bonded, licensed,
maintenance and safety gear included. Better
location than any of our competition. Operates
May- Nov. Call or text Ryan (970)946-2409.

SMALL CRANE BUSINESS FOR SALE.
National Crane truck, business, client list, and
all attachments come with business. Inquire
at (970)903-2381.

FOR SALE

16 FT FIBERGLASS step ladder, $100.
Tonneau hard cover, fits 2020-2025 Chevy
GMC long-box pickup. Used one week, $600.
Layout blinds, duck and goose decoys, make
offer. (970)903-7567.

CAMPBELL/ BOSWORTH saddle/ harness
machine. $4500. Texting is better (970)946-
3685.

DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $255 a cord.
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfield.
Gabe (970)403-2784.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Pine and aspen. Cut
about 16” long, split. Delivered by longbed
truckload. Call (970)946-4450.

FIREWOOD SALE! The end of the season
dump truck special is back. Get a HUGE
load split and delivered for $500! This will be
the cheapest price of the year. Pine/ Fir mix.
Start getting stocked back up now! Contact
FIRE&ICE (970)582-0006.

NEW 20’ CONTAINERS FOR SALE or rent.
We deliver to homes or businesses. Pagosa
Springs Storage (970)731-0007.

OUTDOOR VEHICLE STORAGE SPACES
available. 16', 20’, 25", plus indoor 12'x20'".
Winter specials starting at $60. Pagosa
Springs Storage. Gated with security cameras.
(970)749-1500.

SCHWINN 7 SPEED women’s bike. Vizio
50” TV never used in box. Charbroil grill with
propane tank brand new. Sentry Safe floor
safe. (941)716-1021. Linda.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded,
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

WINDOWS FOR SALE. Assorted sizes. Text
me for sizes and prices or all for one price.
Mary (970)946-8598.

ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop
by or call (970)731-4771. You'll be amazed
at what we have to offer, www.PagosaHu-
mane.org.

AKC FRENCH BULLDOG PUPPIES Blue
with tan points, 1 male and 1 female. Ready
3/21. Health tested parents, chipped, wormed,
shots, lifetime support. $3,500. www.DuneV-
iewFrenchies.com, (719)640-6404.

DOGGY DAY CARE 81147.COM. Open 365
days of the year! Full day and half day doggy
day care and overnight boarding. Convenient-
ly located just 1 mile from downtown Pagosa.
Call (970)264-9111.

FLEXIBLE COMMERCIAL/ INDUSTRIAL
SPACE on the western side of Pagosa
Springs. 2 spaces available. One is 1,000
sf and one is 2,000 sf with 2 14’ Overhead
garage doors. Both units come with bath-
rooms. Will be delivered as a shell space
ready to be customized with credits for Tenant
Improvements. Tenants in compound include
building trades, UPS, light manufacturing, and
artists. Available May 1st. $1/sf per month.
raswheeler@gmail.com.

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL SPACE/ STORAGE.
Cloman Park. New Build. 2700 sq. feet, $3250
amonth. Opportunity Zoned. (720)470-2653.
More info at Rowfmanagement.com

RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

2009 PACIFIC COACHWORKS TANGO.
Model 306RLSS travel trailer. 30", rear lounge
super slide (both dinette table and couch in
slide), center kitchen, front queen bedroom.
One owner. Excellent condition, covered most
of its life. $13,000. (970)730-9367.

23’ GRAND DESIGNE. Used twice. $44,500
new. Sell: $35,000. (970)398-1155.

WANTED

BLUEGRASS MUSICIANS interested in join-
ing an intermediate/ advanced level regular
bluegrass jam, contact Melinda at malutz@
centurytel.net.

AUTOS

1995 JEEP CHEROKEE. 150,000 miles.
$4000. Good overall condition, Have mainte-
nance records. (970)331-3338.

2019 RX350 LEXUS. Gold, loaded, runs
great, looks great. $29,900 OBO. Call Lee
Riley (970)946-3856.

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango.
(970)385-7940.

YARD SALES

BE SURE TO CHECK for more yard sales in
the Too Late To Classify section.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

260 SF OFFICE at the Metro Hotel downtown
on Main Street. $469 monthly, utilities includ-
ed. Jacque (970)946-7636.

4 OFFICE SPACES. Freshly remodeled,
$400-$525. Well suited for spa services,
140-270 sq. ft. Beautiful spacious restrooms.
(970)946-3232.

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS FOR LEASE.
1501 W. Hwy 160 #1 and #2. (970)398-5290.

DOWNTOWN OFFICE Upstairs with skylight.
Month-to-month, $325/ month including utili-
ties, internet and shared kitchen. No smokers.
No pets. (970)946-2728.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering
“Aspen Plaza ProSuites” These are Profes-
sional Office Suites available for Long Term
rental from 135 SF to 205 SF, priced from
$465-$669/ month. Also, Large Conference/
Event Room Available. Call (970)889-2022 for
more information.

THREE UNITS IN UPTOWN 419, 364, and
1477 sq. ft. Available now. $900 -$2400.
Utilities included. Call Gina (970)880-0910
for more info.

VACATION RENTALS

OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission
and highest customer service. All you have to
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals
(970)507-1192.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

1,2 AND 3 BEDROOMS. Call (720)869-8877.
Hickory Ridge Apartments.

3 BED/2 BATH San Juan River Village.
Clean, pristine and ready for you. 3/2 in highly
desirable San Juan River Village. 2 level mas-
ter on first floor. 5 min to town, 20 min to Wolf
Creek. Water views and beautiful mountain
views, first last deposit. Local landlord with
great tenant history. No pets, no smoking, lots
of storage, including indoor and outdoor stor-
age. $2300/ month. 6- and 12-month options
available. Text (970)582-0148 for application.

3 BEDROOM, 2 BATH manufactured home
in Vista. Fenced yard on corner lot with two
sheds. $1750/ month. (970)946-3983.

BASEMENT STUDIO APARTMENT. Down-
town, river view, furnished. $1000 rent, $1000
deposit. Utilities included. No smokers. No
pets. (970)264-6797.

DOWNTOWN UNITS FOR RENT. New 3
bedroom, 2 bath unit. Granite countertops,
all appliances and utilities included. Porch
and patio. $2000/ month. (318)347-6100.

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, 117 Navajo
Trail Dr., pagosaspringsrealty.com.

ONE BEDROOM with good sized loft. All
appliances, wood stove, ETS heating, large
deck, fenced yard, private. $1500/ month.
(970)731-2010.
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e owned a condomniimn in the

Pagosa Springs area wiuc/t was a
rental property. Iormany years tfie
S provided property managermnent
services for us and we always found
them to be very professional and

responsive. Jf you are in need of a
competent, professional property
management firm or realior,
we would strongly

recommmend them. ~
Mictiael Gamba
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WWW.RMREALTYANDRENTALS.COM
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970.731. 5515

Info@rmrealtyandrentals.com

117 Navajo Trail Dr. Ste E, Pagosa Springs
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LONG TERM
SHORT TERM
MID TERM

150+ SW Colorado
Property Owners Served
19+ Years. Mortgage &
Real Estate Exp
FULL LT TENANT SCREENING
NATIONWIDE ADVERTISING
ON CALL 24 HR 7 DAYS
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COMMERCIAL HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE LAND/ BUILDING SITES LAND/ BUILDING SITES

GAS STATION, CONVENIENCE STORE
comes with nine long-term leases, high
producing. $1,650,000. Give Deb Archuleta
at Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

PRIME BUSINESS LOCATION Large building
and land. $1,250,000. Motivated seller. Give
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call
(970)903-2817.

HOMES FOR SALE

3 BED 2 BATH 2 car garage. 3.9 acres. 5
shares of water. Detached 1 bedroom, 1
bath, 1 car garage apartment. Great views.
$585,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

3 BEDROOM 2 BATH. Workshop. 20
acres. Great views of the La Plata. Ignacio.
$475,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

| REAL ESTATE SERVICES |
Whether
Buying or Selling
b Call Marcie Lewis
\ | (970) 759-8672
GALLES

PROPERTIES

BRAND NEW ROOF with 5 year warranty.
Located across the street from National
Forest access. 10 minutes from grocery store
and other amenities. 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1
car garage family home. $550,000. Give
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call
(970)903-2817.

HOME FOR SALE. 3200 square feet on 3
acres. 181 River Forest Drive. See on Zillow.
Agents welcome. $730K (970)585-9181.

(MarcielLewis.com

64 ACRES, 46 SHARES OF IRRIGATION. 3
bedroom, 2 bath home. 2 garages and shed,
3-3 phase electric outlets. Brand new Generac
Generator, Pastures with beautiful views, too
many extras to name them all. $928,000.
AP-10. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

RANCHES

64 ACRES, 46 SHARES OF IRRIGATION. 3
bedroom, 2 bath home. 2 garages and shed,
3-3 phase electric outlets. Brand new Generac
Generator, Pastures with beautiful views, too
many extras to name them all. $928,000.
AP-10. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

1.1 ACRE WITH RV GENERATOR and sys-
tem tank, circular drive in, tall cool pines. NO
HOA! $75k. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

1.19 ACRES WITH VIEWS OF NAVAJO
LAKE. All utilities nearby. $99,000. Give
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call
(970)903-2817.

.27 ACRES. Views of Navajo. Electricity near,
well installed. $40,000. Give Deb Archuleta at
Archuleta Properties a call (970)903-2817.

.28 ACRE LAND County Road 982 frontage
$55,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

3 FLAT BUILDABLE ACRES. Great mountain
views, water cap and driveway in. Power to the
property, fully fenced, corners marked. $300k.
Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a
call (970)903-2817.

Email us af classads@pagosasun.com

fo submit your classified.

PagosaSUN.com

3.7 ACRES. Great views of Navajo lake.
Power near, water available. $400,000. Give
Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a call
(970)903-2817.

.35 ACRE LAND County Road 982 frontage
$55,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588
blancoretreat@gmail.com. $450K.

NATIONAL FOREST ACCESS.
buildable lot, tap available, motivated seller.
$40,000. Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta
Properties a call (970)903-2817.

.21 acres,

VERY MOTIVATED SELLER. 4 acres. Great
views, access to river. Electric near. $175,000.
Give Deb Archuleta at Archuleta Properties a
call (970)903-2817.
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes itillegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity basis.
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The joy of nature and everlasting joy

By Joyce Holdread
PREVIEW Columnist

With the arrival of spring and the
changing of seasons, we begin to see
warmer temperatures and generally
more favorable weather. With rising
temperatures, many experience an
increased desire to be outside enjoy-
ing the beauty of nature.

Through nature, which is expe-
rienced firsthand here in Pagosa
Springs, we often feel a tugging on
our soul and heart. It is times like
these that our inner senses discern
the truth that there is something (and
someone) more than what is visible
to the human eye.

This “nudging” is a gentle remind-
er that our soul seeks and requires
more than the physical world can
offer. And while nature gives us a
glimpse at the joy, nature is not the
source of everlasting joy.

When taking in the beauty of our
natural surroundings, our hearts
should point toward the Divine
Creator. By setting aside our selfish
wants, we will experience both God
and nature with an indescribable
awe.

He stands in front of us as tower-
ing mountain peaks. We hear Him in
the breeze that goes through the trees
and the gentle burble of a stream.
We delight in Him in the wildflowers
and grasses of a meadow on a warm
afternoon.

The Bible speaks to the evidence
of God when we look at the natural
world. Romans 1:20 reminds us,
“Ever since the creation of the world
His invisible nature namely, His
eternal power and deity, has been
clearly perceived in the things that
have been made.”

Psalm 19:1 echoes the same senti-
ment in proclaiming God’s “handi-
work.”

When we experience the natural
world, whether it be while hiking,
enjoying an afternoon drive or simply
looking out the window, our souls are
moved by God’s presence and His
invitation to share in His goodness.

But, is it enough to simply “ac-
knowledge” God’s existence? The
answer is an honest and plain — no.

God wants more for us. He wants
a personal relationship with us.

While the admiration of a beauti-
ful vista is for some the first exposure
to the Creator, acknowledging and
being aware of God through nature

A Matter

of Faith

With spring
upon us, the
seeds of God’s
handiwork are
coming into full
splendor.

alone will not satisfy the questing of
our souls. Only a relationship with
God will.

And how do we enter a personal
relationship with God? By attend-
ing His church, participating in
the liturgy and taking in the love of
Christ through the Eucharist. For it
is through God’s beloved spouse,
the church, that the members of His
family come together to worship Him
as the Creator of heaven and earth.

As adopted children of God
through baptism, by stepping out
of nature and into His church every
Sunday, we outwardly express our
desire for a personal relationship
with Him and set aside our wants to
thank Him for the countless blessings
He has awarded us, including all that
awaits us in nature.

Nature is a testament to God’s
glory and the sacrifice of his Son,
Jesus Christ. It is essential, however,
that we take heed of God’s calling.
We should not be content to leave
ourselves in a one-sided relation-
ship of acknowledgment versus
participation.

With spring upon us, the seeds
of God’s handiwork are coming into
full splendor. Yes, nature is God’s gift
to be explored, but sitting in nature
cannot take the place of the personal
relationship with Him that is founded
within His church.

As our desire to be outside en-

joying the beauty of God’s creation
intensifies, let us not forget the im-
portance of planting our roots in the
fertile soil found through God alone.

This column may include both
fiction and nonfiction, and views
expressed do not necessarily represent
those of The SUN. Submissions can be
sent to editor@pagosasun.com.
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You have the right to choose the

autobody repair facility -

no matter who your insurance provider is.
With our DEDICATED TEAM and EFFICIENT SERVICE,
we'll get your car in quickly and back on the road in no time.
From minor dents to major collisions, we handle it all with precision and care.
Don't settle for long wait times or subpar service - visit us today and experience the difference!

Precision Autobody & Collision

667 Cloman Blvd.

J OFFERING YOU THESE ANNIVERSARY SPECIALS!

SWITCH to INTER-MOUNTAIN PROPANE
& EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE!

(970) 731-3111
Pagosa Springs CO 81147
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ANNIVERSARY |
SPECIAL

INCLUDES: FREE TANK SWAP
& FREE SAFETY CHECK

|

|

|

|

|

|

1 $145 OFF

|

I on new customer switch overs

I and new construction sets,
250 gallons or larger.

I Offer good through May 1, 2025.

I Some restrictions apply.

L____________

S —

INTER-MOUNTAIN

PROPANE

POWER FOR A BETTER LIFE

* K & ok ok

REFER A FRIEND
PROGRAM

*50 Credit

Ask for details, one referral per friend I

Offer good through May 1, 2025. I
Some restrictions apply.

* K Kk k ok |
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(970) 264-1301

intermountainpropane.com




