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to receive more moisture in the coming days, with snow again possible on the mountains.

Snow tops area peaks while fall colors show lower on the mountains during a break in the storm on Saturday, Oct. 4. The area is expected

County names
sole finalist for
manager position

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

On Tuesday, Oct. 7, the Archuleta
County Board of County Commis-
sioners (BoCC) named a sole finalist
for the county manager position —
Loginos Gonzalez Jr., from Colorado
Springs.

The board had two agenda items
relating to the county manager posi-
tion on its Oct. 7 agenda.

The first was for an executive ses-
sion for personnel matters “in order
to discuss the two finalists for the
County Manager position.”

Following that was a new business
M See Finalist A8

Ballots to be mailed
for Now. 4 election

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

Ballots for the Nov. 4 election will
soon be hitting area mailboxes.

According to an election notice
from Archuleta County, mail-ballot
packets will be mailed to every active
voter registered in Archuleta County
beginning Oct. 10.

To be counted, mail ballots must
be returned to and “in the hands

of” the Archuleta County clerk and
recorder no later than 7 p.m. on
Election Day, Nov. 4, according to
the notice. Postmarks do not count.

The following information is from
the notice.

Returning voted ballots

Voted ballots an be returned via
mail, pollinglocations, the county’s se-
cured drop boxes or drop-offlocations.
M See Ballots A8

Commissioners vote to rescind
recent decision on engineering,

design services for new
administration building

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During a regular meeting held by
the Archuleta County Board of
County Commissioners (BoCC) on
Tuesday, Oct. 7, the board voted
unanimously to rescind a bid from
Anderson Hallas Architects for the
engineering and design services of a
new county administration building.

The matter was discussed earlier
that day at a work session with all
three county commissioners ex-
pressing concerns over the original
request for proposal (RFP) sent out
for the project and wanting to wait
and revisit the project at a later date.

During the work session, Interim
County Manager Mike Torres ex-
plained that at a previous BoCC
meeting, the board had voted to move

forward with the bid from Anderson
Hallas, but that after reaching out to
ensure that the county’s RFP guide-
lines were met, Torres explained the
RFP “is incomplete.”

He explained the RFP is “great,”
but that “what they provided us does
not match” what was in the county’s
RFP.

“Therefore, our proposalisincom-
plete with Anderson Hallas,” he
added.

Torres noted that two of the origi-
nal bids received for the project came
in at $298,824 and $414,499, and the
third was $1,291,155.

He noted that the two lower bids
only sent the first stage of the design
and engineering process, “before we
even get to what the building is gonna
look like”

M See Rescind A6

Pagosa Springs named Colorado
Main Street Community of the Year

Photo courtesy Pagosa Springs Main Street

The Colorado Main Street network recognizes Pagosa Springs Main Street as Community of the Year and
Kathleen McFadden as Manager of the Year. From left to right are Matt Gordon, Colorado Main Street
specialist; Larry Lucus, Colorado Main Street architect; McFadden; Gayle Langley, Colorado Main Street
coordinator; and Traci Stoffel, Colorado Main Street specialist.

Pagosa Springs Main Street

The Colorado Main Street
network has recognized Pagosa
Springs Main Street as Com-
munity of the Year and Kathleen
McFadden as Manager of the
Year, honoring their exceptional
leadership, innovation and
results in downtown revitaliza-
tion.

Though presented as one
combined award, the recogni-
tion celebrates both the strength
of the Pagosa Springs Main
Street program and the leader-
ship driving its success.

Pagosa Springs was selected
by peers from across the state for
its efforts to support downtown
Bl See Community A6

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Pagosa Springs High School homecoming queen Heidy Renteria and king Milo Deitemeyer are
crowned during halftime of the football game on Oct. 4 at Golden Peaks Stadium.

Water districts take steps
to terminate mining on
Running Iron Ranch

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

In a Sept. 30 letter, Pagosa Area
Water and Sanitation District
(PAWSD) legal counsel Marcus Lock,
of Law of the Rockies, issued a cease-
and-desist notice to the Weber family
that it cease all activities on the Run-
ning Iron Ranch except reclamation
of its gravel mine on the property.

The property is jointly owned by
PAWSD and the San Juan Water
Conservancy District (SJWCD) and
was purchased from members of the
Weber family in 2008.

PAWSD and the SJWCD are cur-
rently engaged in litigation about
if PAWSD can sell the property to
relieve the debt the district holds on
it despite the SJWCD's objections.

In addition to demanding that the
Webers cease their longstanding
gravel mining at the site, Lock’s letter,
which was reviewed and approved by

SJWCD legal counsel Jeffrey Kane,
also lays out several conditions and
deadlines for the Webers in mov-
ing forward with reclamation of the
gravel mine on the property and
departing from it.

It indicates that the last lease ex-
tension that PAWSD and the SJWCD
entered into with the Webers expired
on Jan. 3, 2024, although this lease
extension included a clause that,
at the discretion of the owners, the
Webers might continue to access to
the property to complete reclamation
obligations if they could not be com-
pleted during the period of the lease
due to circumstances, like weather,
beyond the Webers’ control.

This lease includes restrictions on
the sale of gravel by the Webers to
entities other than PAWSD and A
and M Construction, a construction
company for which Donald Andrew
“Andy” Weber is the registered agent,
H See Mining A8
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In August, we implored the Archuleta
County commissioners take the time to
carry outatransparent and thorough hiring
process to find a professional, experienced
county manager who can set a positive,
professional tone for the county on a daily
basis.

While the hiring process is moving for-
ward, we've so far been left with more
questions than answers on several aspects
of that hiring process.

The commissioners held a series of
executive sessions relating to the county
manager position. We didn’t them state
that anyone other than the commission-
ers and county staff were going into those
executive sessions, leaving us to wonder
if they were interviewing unnamed can-
didates or simply discussing what that
position should look like moving forward.

Then we began hearing talk that there
were finalists and Tuesday’s meeting
agenda came out.

The first iteration of the agenda we saw
listed an executive session for personnel
matters “to discuss the two finalists for the
County Manager position.”

We began making phone calls and
scouring the county’s website and Face-

Our VIEW

Questions

book, trying to figure out if we'd somehow
missed the announcement of the finalists
and who they were.

The next day, we noticed the agenda had
changed.

We still hadn’t determined if and when
the county had declared finalists, so we
were surprised to see that the agenda
had been amended to include a decision
item relating to the selection of the county
manager.

We made more phone calls, still con-
fused as to how we could have missed
the announcement of the finalists two
weeks prior (as dictated by state law) and
remained clueless about it for the entire
two weeks.

During the meeting, when it came time
for the commissioners to go into executive
session, Commissioner Warren Brown
finally addressed the matter, stating the
county had not selected two finalists.

The commissioners then proceeded to
come out of executive session and name a
sole finalist, but stated no offers would be
made for 14 days.

Let’s just say we're not convinced the
commissioners hadn’t narrowed the field
down to two finalists prior to the meeting,

L.oOKING BACK

and we're not calling the process transpar-
ent.

We just hope if this finalist is ultimately
hired, that he’s a strong fit to help lead the
county.

The Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation
District (PAWSD) Board of Directors, on
the other hand, has been very open with
its search for a new manager who will take
over for Justin Ramsey when he retires,
which we commend.

The PAWSD board recently named its
finalists, then carried out interviews with
and discussed its finalists in primarily open
fashion, only conducting a portion of its
discussion during an executive session.

We can’t imagine that was comfortable
or easy for the majority of people involved,
but it was very interesting to hear the ques-
tions and responses, as well as to see what
stood out about each candidate.

If and when the board makes a decision,
which could be this evening, thanks to
PAWSD’s open process, we know a lot
more about about what to expect in the
future and why the board is moving in that
direction, regardless of which candidate
is chosen.

Randi Pierce

The old Pagosa Lodge on U.S. 160 is pictured in the fall of 1979. Photo courtesy Betsy Carpino.
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Weather data

Date HighLow  Precipitation

Moisture Type ~ Depth
9/30 65 40 0.00 NA NA
101 69 37 0.00 NA NA
102 74 34 000 NA NA
10/3 72 38 000 NA NA
10/4 65 35025 NA NA
105 66 28 0.18 NA NA
106 66 30 0.01 NA NA
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intermountainpropane.com
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LEGACIES

By Shari Pierce

100 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
October 9, 1925

The following dispatch was sent from
Denver by the Associated Press on Oct. 1st
and appeared in the Durango Democrat last
Friday morning. This is good news to every
resident of the San Juan basin, who hope the
governor’s promise will be effected:

Governor Morley today announced he in-
tends to make provision in the state highway
budgetnextyear forwidening and improving
Wolf Creek pass road, regarded as the prin-
cipal artery from eastern Colorado over the
mountains to the Mesa Verde park region.
The executive contemplates the assignment
of 300 convicts to work on the road and esti-
mates the cost of rebuilding it to be $100,000.

Governor Morley was a visitor in Du-
rango a few days ago, driving in by auto-
mobile. He is said to have been awed by
the “death trap” over Wolf Creek pass and
immediately pledged himself to do all in
his power to alleviate conditions.

75 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
October 6, 1950

The water department this week com-
pleted the installation of another several
hundred feet of water main in the southwest
part of town. The four inch main nowreach-
esto the corner just north of the Gus Apostle
house. This will do much to eliminate the
water shortage in that part of town and will
give the residents added fire protection.

The water committee of the town board
stated that this was part of the plan to
rehabilitate the water system and to give
more consumers a plentiful water supply.
Heretofore the system in thatarea had been
a network of small inch and a half pipes.

The new addition to the water mains will
not give the town much added revenue in
water rents as most of the inhabitants there
had been on the old system of small pipe.

The annual Library Drive has started.
Everyyear the Women'’s Civic Club sponsors
a drive in October to raise funds to finance
the publiclibrary. The chairman of the drive
this year is Mrs. Dick Devore. Collections
are being made from business houses and
also from residential districts. Some twenty
women were appointed to do the collecting.
Banks are placed in various places of busi-
ness for those who would like to contribute.
Be sure you are helping in some way.

50 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
October 9, 1975

The big excitement this week seems to
be about the report that some sort of a reli-
gious group is headed this way. In this case
it is not the Christian religion but rather
a group of people that believe that some
beings from outer space will be arriving to
pick them up and take them to their ver-
sion of heaven. To date there are not signs
of the group but authorities say that it is
possible that they will be in the area. They
are, at least for the time being, classed as
not dangerous to the general public.

Oiling is now in progress on Wolf Creek
Pass and if the weather holds just a very
few days it will be completed. The work
is going ahead very rapidly and by winter
time the highway should be in good shape.
Ed Teem, weather observer up on Wolf
Creek, said this week that the plows have
been out once when 1/2 inch of hail was
received September 21. September was
dry on Wolf Creek and temperatures have
been moderate. There was some new snow
on the high mountain peaks Tuesday of
this week.

25 years ago

Taken from SUN files of
October 5, 2000

An anonymous donation of $125,000 to
the Upper San Juan Hospital District has
allowed the district to begin the process of
bringing two paramedic employees back to
full-time status and improving the district’s
ability to respond to medical emergencies.

The donation was received Sept. 7.

Two paramedics were taken from full-
time to part-time status in mid-August
following discovery of a $230,000 shortfall
in the district’s annual budget.

The budget shortfall was discovered in
July by the district’s auditor. It resulted from
internal accounting errors on the revenue
and expenditure sides of the ledger. The au-
ditor found no misappropriation of funds,
of missing funds, or of wrongdoing; but the
new budget picture required cost-cutting
measures and safeguards, including regu-
lar review of district bookkeeping practices
were put into effect to avoid similar budget
problems in the future.

Because of funds provided by the dona-
tion, the district now has one paramedic
back to full-time work and the second will
be on the job full time in the near future,
said Bright.
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Letters

Letters to the Editor are print-
ed as received and are not edited
for grammar or punctuation, but
may have been edited for content
or style.

Letters to the Editor are opin-
ions and information in them
has not been verified for ac-
curacy.

The opinions of letter writers
do not necessarily represent those
of the paper.

Health system

Dear Editor:

Our country has conquered many
difficult problems and accomplished
much. We have created Social Secu-
rity and Medicare to rescue many
seniors from poverty. We defeated
the Nazis in WWII. We built the
Interstate highway system. We have
had the most robust economy in the
world. Yet we cannot fix our unequal
access to affordable health insurance.
We have the most expensive health
system and the worst outcomes of
any developed nation. Why is this?

I think we just don’t have the will
to do it. The Democrats in Congress
have been trying to and have partly
succeeded in expanding coverage.
Just as the number of people who are
uninsured is dropping, the Repub-
licans have pulled the rug out from
under the Affordable Care Act by
refusing to extend subsidies to middle
income families. Many of the 24 mil-
lion people who get their insurance
through the ACA will no longer be
able to afford it. These are people who
are self-employed, or own small busi-
nesses, or work for small businesses
that cannot get affordable group cov-
erage. Additionally, the Republicans
have added so many requirements
and red tape to qualify for Medicaid,
that many who do qualify will not be
able to negotiate the red tape. The
Democrats have been asking since
HB1 passed to negotiate continued
subsidies. The Republicans, includ-
ing Mr. Trump, have refused to even
talk about it. Instead, they dared the
Democrats to shut down the govern-
ment. The Democrats were left with
no choice. Could this problem be
solved? Of course it could. The Re-
publicans are repeating the tired old
mantra, “It costs too much money!”
The thing that costs too much money
are the extension and expansion of
tax breaks for the wealthy and corpo-
rations. Is notincreased health insur-
ance premiums a tax? Isnot having to
pay for all medical care out of pocket
also a tax? The Kaiser Family Founda-
tion has estimated that the average
increase will be about $700 a year.
If your family is making $30,000 to
$40,000 a year, $700 is a lot of money.
Ifyou are in your late 50s or early 60s,
your increase could be up to $10,000
a year, more in certain parts of the
country. You may not personally
need Medicaid or the ACA, but you
may need the Pagosa Springs Medi-
cal Center for an emergency. Without
people with health insurance, PSMC
isinjeopardy of closing or being sold
to a large for profit system. PSMC is
partly supported by our taxes. If we
need to increase our taxes to help
keep it running, in whose world is
that not a tax increase?

Our representative, Jeffrey Hurd,
has proposed a bill to restore ACA
subsidies. Unfortunately, that is a
performative action. Ithasno chance
of passing. Hurd said he was in favor
of keeping Medicaid and its support
of rural hospitals. If a bill has so many
things wrong with it, why vote for
it in the first place? Ask him. (202)
225-4676.

Lynn R. Frederick

Town ballot
measure

Dear Editor:

Voters within the town limits will
have a chance to authorize a Town
of Pagosa Springs sales tax this No-
vember, by voting ‘Yes’ on Ballot
Measure 2A.

Those of us in Archuleta County
currently pay a 6.9% sales tax on lo-
cal and online purchases. 1.9% goes
to the state of Colorado; 4% goes
to Archuleta County, and is shared
50/50 with the Town government.

This proposed municipal sales tax
will be collected within the town
limits, and will accrue to the Town
government, to be used specifically
to address serious sanitation issues.

The Town of Pagosa Springs runs
its own sanitation district, to serve
about 900 downtown businesses and
homes. I live in one of those homes,
and currently pay $71 a month for
sewer service. This fee is scheduled
to increase in 2026.

Businesses and residents west of
Piedra Road are served by PAWSD
sewer services, and a typical home
pays $47 a month.

Back during the Great Recession,

a previous Town Council began
increasing sanitation fees to build a
new, state-of-the-art treatment plant
at th south end of town — but then
changed course, and instead decided
on a sewer pipeline, to pump our
downtown sewage seven miles uphill
to the PAWSD Vista Plant.

Unfortunately, that pipeline has
been nothing but headaches ever
since it came online in 2016.

One of the reasons town custom-
ers pay more than PAWSD custom-
ers? Millions of gallons of ordinary
groundwater seeps into the down-
town system through old, leaky pipes,
and gets added to the water that
must be pumped uphill and treated
by PAWSD.

Recent studies by Roaring Fork
Engineering have documented a
downtown sewer system with serious
deferred maintenance problems, on
top of the issues with the uphill pipe-
line. Estimates suggest that a compre-
hensive solution to downtown sanita-
tion issues will cost $80-$100 million
over the next few decades. This cost
can be addressed, long-term, by a
1% Town-only sales tax, which will
be paid by locals and visitors alike.

Alternatively, the Town could —
according to estimates from their
consultants — increase the monthly
sewer bills for our downtown homes
from $71 a month to around $200 a
month. Speaking as a person living
mainly on Social Security, this seems
tome adrastic alternative to a simple
1% sales tax.

This tax is not completely fair,
because it will be paid partly by peo-
ple who do not own homes or busi-
nesses downtown. I also recognize
that, while no tax is ‘completely fair,
many of our downtown Pagosa busi-
nesses and households are already
struggling financially and would be
negatively impacted by a much larger
sewer bill to pay each month.

Bill Hudson

Hurd hypocrisy
Dear Editor:

Rep. Jeff Hurd recently touted his
co-sponsorship of a bill that would
extend tax credits for health insur-
ance premiums. His own press re-
lease said: “With the Enhanced Pre-
mium Tax Credit set to expire at the
end of 2025, individuals in Colorado’s
3rd Congressional District would
face an average premium increase
of 82%, placing a significant burden
on working families across our rural
district. Without the extension, mil-
lions of self-employed workers and
small business owners would see
their premiums increase by more
than $11,000 a year”

Senate Democrats are refusing to
vote for abudgetbill unlessitincludes
apremium tax credit extension. Why?
Congress has accomplished precious
little this year except massive tax cuts
for the wealthy and massive funding
cuts for working families.

So, is Rep. Hurd encouraging his
leadership to supports a budget that
protects Coloradans from those 82%
premium increases and ends the gov-
ernment shutdown? No. He’s joined
the Republican bandwagon blaming
Democrats for standing up for the
millions of Americans who purchase

A Letters

The SUN welcomes letters from
readers.

Please submit your letter
electronically in a format that
can be copied and pasted to
editor@pagosasun.com or via
the form at www.PagosaSUN.
com. Letters must not be in all
capitals.

All letters must:
¢ be 500 words or less

e include the actual first and last
name of the author

e include the author’s address and
daytime phone number

« be received by The SUN by noon
on Tuesday (deadline may move
up due to a holiday)

Letters will be limited to two per
month per letter writer.

Letters quoting other people must
contain proper attribution.

There is no guarantee letters will be
published.

Poetry, anonymous letters, letters
that are libelous or in poor taste,
or that attack a private citizen or
business will not be published.

If necessary, only one letter
pertaining to a candidate or
political issue will be printed in
each edition up to three weeks prior
to the election.

The SUN generally does not edit
letters, but reserves the right to do
so.

healthcare in the marketplace.

Again, from Rep. Hurd’s own press
release: “Because of this income-
based premium tax credit, a record
24.2 million people signed up for
coverage during open enrollment in
2025. In fact, middle-income enroll-
eesincreased from 140,000in 2021 to
900,000 in 2024.

The wealthy Americans whose big
tax cuts were made permanent earlier
this year don’t need this premium
tax cut extension. Rep. Hurd and
his colleagues have access to health
insurance provided by the federal
government; they don’t need the
premium extension.

Democrats are holding out for the
millions of self-employed workers,
small business owners, and working
families whose healthcare depends
on an extension of premium tax
credits. The budget bill provides their
best chance of keeping those credits.

Candace Jones

Government
shutdown

Dear Editor:

Friday we went by the NRCS office
to see about buying some seed. Of
course, it was closed because of the
shutdown. This is hardly a crisis,
certainly not when compared to
the billions of dollars that are being
withheld from Medicaid, approved
state infrastructure projects, the
Department of Energy and even
counter-terrorism funding. Mean-
while Trump is looking to provide
$10billion in relief funding to farmers
who are being harmed by his tariffs,
all while planning another round of
mass layoffs of federal workers (like
those at NRCS, USDA, Forest Service,
etc)! The longest shutdown in U.S.
history was a five-week interruption
during Trump'’s first term, so look
no further for who to blame. The
Republicans control the Presidency
and both houses of Congress. (You
could even argue they control the
Supreme Court.) They own it: they
run the government and could keep
it open if they wanted to.

You might say, “But what about the
Democrats? Their votes are necessary
to pass a short-term budget “band-
aid” and they won'’t do it! They're to
blame!” The Democrats might vote for
a measure that restored drastic cuts
to funding for Medicaid, but here are
two things to know: 1) Because of the

Il See Letters A4

U.S. 160 reconstruction
information

Oct. 9-18

Work activity

o 8th Street intersection: The north side of 8th
Street will close on Thursday, Oct. 9, for construc-
tion to begin at the location. The businesses along
Rosita Street have been alerted of the closure. The
concrete barrier will be removed to allow access
to Rosita Street from U.S. 160 in order to accom-
modate people that want to access the businesses
along Rosita Street. This closure is anticipated to be
about a month.

« 4th Street and Hot Springs Boulevard: Crews are
moving west to begin concrete paving on the inter-
section of 4th Street and Hot Springs Boulevard.
Much of the work this week will be weather depen-
dent. Hand pouring of concrete continues. Concrete
work between 1st and 3rd streets is approximately 99
percent complete.

« 3rd Street to 4th Street/Pagosa Middle School:
Forming and pouring sidewalks continues.

o Curb and gutter and sidewalk paving may occur
day or night. Pedestrian detours should be expected.
Upcoming work

« 4th and Lewis Street: Trenching and installation
of conduit will take place. There will be utility work,
grading and road base in advance of paving opera-
tions between 4th Street and Lewis Street through
the end of the month.

 The 2nd Street and 4th Street intersections on
the north side of U.S. 160 will remain closed until
utility work and paving are complete.

o Lewis Street and the sculpture garden: Excava-
tion near the Tennyson Sculpture Park and Gardens
is continuing for geothermal utilities. Pedestrians
need to plan for sidewalk detours around the work
at this location for the next few months.

« The Town of Pagosa Springs has several concur-
rent projects taking place in and near the U.S. 160
work zone. For more information, visit https://www.
pagosasprings.co.gov/home-page/page/summer-
2025-road-projects.

o Saturday work will continue on the project for
the foreseeable future.

Watch where you walk and park

o Pedestrian crosswalks will be open at 1st, 3rd
and 4th streets. Mid-block crossings between 4th
Street and 5th Street are closed, but the crosswalk
at 5th Street will remain open.

o Overflow parking lots are open at 323 Hot
Springs Blvd. and 811 San Juan St. Other public park-
ing is available throughout the downtown.

Safety tips for pedestrians

o Watch where you are going. Do not enter the
work zone or climb over work zone safety barriers.

Construction work may be fascinating, but always
prioritize navigating the work zone as safely as you
can.

« Pay attention to posted signs in the project area
and follow all workers’ instructions. Cross streets
only at open crosswalks or intersections; walk on
sidewalks whenever they are available.

e Be alert for moving construction vehicles and
other unexpected hazards, which often move sud-
denly and quickly. Stay off your phone when crossing
the street or walking near the work zone.

 Look out for traffic before crossing the street
make eye contact with drivers so you know they
see you.

Safety tips for drivers

« Look out for pedestrians and bicyclists every-
where, at all times, and especially in areas near
schools, parks, shopping areas and transit stops.

« Slow down as you approach the work zone. Give
workers extra room and be prepared to stop.

o Stop before a crosswalk, not in it.

« Obey all traffic signals. All light signals are op-
erational and must be obeyed.

o Putyour cellphone down. Never drive distracted
or impaired.

Please be alert when you are traveling through
the new traffic configuration or visiting the down-
town businesses, as heavy equipment will be fre-
quently moving throughout the project limits.

Traffic impacts

» Motorists could expect up to 15-minute delays
atvarious times through the work zone as equipment
may need to be moved.

o There will be two-way traffic flowing in the
eastbound lanes of U.S. 160 through the first season
of operations.

o A 10-foot width restriction will remain in place
24/7 through Dec. 1.

o During inclement weather, project engineers
will assess the roadway and work location to make
determinations on work continuing depending on
safety concerns for workers and commuters.

o Working hours are Monday through Saturday,
7 a.m. to 6 p.m., and subject to change.

Stay informed and connect with the
project

« Call the projectinformation line: (970) 335-9230.

o Email the project team: Pagosal60reconstruc-
tion@gmail.com.

« Visit the project website: www.codot.gov/proj-
ects/us160pagosasprings.

» Subscribe to project updates: subscription.
cotrip.org.

Information provided by Colorado Department of Transportation
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School bus incident leads to arrest

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

A Sept. 26 incident involving a
school bus resulted in the arrest of
one individual for menacing and
criminal mischief.

Accordingto an Oct. 2 pressrelease
from Pagosa Springs Police Depart-
ment (PSPD) Chief William Rocken-
sock, at approximately 2:25 p.m. on

Sept. 26, PSPD officers “responded to
areport of a male subject attempting
to forcibly enter an Archuleta County
School District bus by breaking win-
dows. The incident occurred on Aspen
Village Drive near Walmart.”

It adds, “According to witness ac-
counts, a male exited a pickup truck,
confronted the stopped school bus by
standing in front of it, slammed his
hands on the hood, and then shat-

tered the glass in the door of the bus.
The bus subsequently left the scene
and was contacted by officers in the
parkinglot of Ponderosa Lumber. No
injuries were reported.”

A Sept. 26 letter from Archuleta
School District Superintendent Rick
Holt to families regarding the inci-
dent explains, “Some events occurred
on bus route 9 today thatled to a con-
frontation between the bus driver and

and then sidewalks.

Al

Photo courtesy Colorado Department of Transportation
Hand pouring of concrete continues. Once the roadway flat work is completed, crews prepare for curb, gutter

Letters

M Continued from A3

Senate “filibuster” rule, certain mea-
sures, like this one, require 60 votes
to pass (the Senate Republicans have
53). But it would take only 50 votes
to pass a later measure that put the
cuts back in! And this Administration
has repeatedly shown that it has no
intention to honor already approved
Congressional funding. So, as analyst
Matt Yglesias has pointed out, “Trump
is now asking Democrats to provide
cross-party votes for appropriations
thatthey can unilaterally backtrack on
and not even offering verbal promises
to refrain from doing this” 2) The Re-
publicans can pass any budget mea-
sure they choose, whenever they want
to re-open the government, without
needing ANY Democratic votes. The
filibuster is not chiseled in stone and
can be dropped at any time with a
simple majority of 51 votes, which
the Republicans control. They can
then pass the budget measure with 51
votes. In fact, less than a month ago,
Senate Republicans changed the fili-
buster rule to allow the confirmation
of batches of presidential nominees
together, using a simple majority vote.
They have done this on multiple occa-
sions for other issues in the past. Don’t
be fooled: they could do so now, but
prefer not to so that they can blame a
shutdown on the Democrats.

I'think people are actually smarter
than the Republicans give them
credit for. On March 12 Trump'’s
approval rating was 48% approve
and 48% disapprove. As of October
4 his rating was 43% approve and
54% disapprove (source: NYT/Siena
University). Whatever your political
affiliation, don’t be suckered: the
Republicans own this one, and all its
ill effects. Remember that come the
mid-terms.

David Laufer

Town ballot

measure
Dear Editor:

What is unfair and should be il-
legal? The 1-cent sales tax increase
on the ballot in November. The
town includes all of the commercial
property along the 160 corridor and
at least 90% of the sales in Archuleta
county occur in the town and this
area. The rest of Archuleta residents
will be eliminated from the vote. This
is “taxation without representation!”.
This vote should extend to all county
residents since almost all county resi-
dents will be paying the tax. If there
is not a lawsuit to prevent this vote,
there should be!

John Meyer

Political systems

Dear Editor:

I just finished reading the last
bookin Alexandre Dumas’ series that
begins with “The Three Musketeers”
and ends with “The Man in the Iron
Mask.” Though American films focus
on the swashbuckling and daring-do
exploits of Athos, Porthos, Aramis,
and D’Artagnan, the first and last
novels about these four heroes spend
very little time on “action scenes.
The books are about political in-
trigue, shifting alliances, and obscure
courtly conversations.

What keeps the plots churning in
Dumas’ work? Loyalty. Who is really
loyal to the king? Who will gain the
king’s favor by loyalty, and who might
have his fierce loyalty undercut by
deception? In courts, countries, and
economies overseen by royals, loyalty
isthe sole currency that matters. “The
Man in the Iron Mask” ends with
nobility of extreme wealth falling
into disgrace by a single word from
the king, and another of little means
gaining glory by dedication to the
same king.

For someone like me, who grew
up living in a nation governed by a
Constitution and written laws, the
world of Dumas’ novels seems like
a fantasy. We don’t need to worry
about our accounts getting drained
by our state Senator because the po-

litical winds have shifted. We know
the rules, and we know that there
are layers of courts and judges to
interpret those rules. This makes the
country I live in a relatively reliable
and predictable place because we
have a system of governance based
on a written document.

There is a problem, of course.
Working under a constitution means
that change is slow. Committees,
boards, or congresses of elected of-
ficials make interpretive decisions,
which means adaptation comes
only after long argument and com-
promise. If we want change fast, it
is easier to allow someone to rule
by fiat. When one person runs the
whole system, things get done. We are
in a political moment now in which
Americans want things done faster at
the higher levels—even if the system
is not designed to allow them that
kind of power.

What comes hand-in-hand with
this kind of leadership is the power
of loyalty. Like Dumas’ King Louis
XIII and X1V, rule by fiat also allows
destruction of opponents. When we
accept people in power who “get
things done,” we invite the possibility
that we shall be done away with.

There is a trade-off inherent in
these two political systems. If we
invest our political capital in a docu-
ment that describes a system of laws,
then our political process will be
one of continuing debate in which
everyone is welcome. And change
will be slow. If we invest that capital
inleaders, changes will come fastand
dissenting voices will be removed or
destroyed.

Because we tend to believe
strongly that we're right, our politics
inevitably moves toward having a
king, amonarch, an executive direc-
tor. Keeping a deliberative system
of government that embraces both
majority rule and minority voice
takes constant effort. Will we put in
that effort?

Emrys Tyler

a rider’s parent. Law enforcement
was called. No one was injured. Stu-
dents were transferred to an alternate
bus and, although delayed, students
were transported home safely.”

According to the PSPD press re-
lease, “Following a thorough investi-
gation, the suspect was identified as
Bryan Rosario-Ortiz, a 40-year-old
resident of Pagosa Springs.”

Itadds that a warrant for the arrest
of Rosario-Ortiz was issued on Sept.
30for charges of menacing and crimi-
nal mischief, with School Resource
Officer Brandon Bishop locating
Rosario-Ortiz on Oct. 2 and taking
him into custody without incident.

Both the PSPD and school district
reiterated their focus on safety follow-
ing the incident.

“The safety of students, staff, and
community remains our top priority,
we are grateful for the swift coop-
eration between law enforcement,
school officials, and community
members, which led to a safe resolu-
tion,” the PSPD press release states,
adding, “The Pagosa Springs Police
Departmentand the Archuleta Coun-
ty School District continue to work
together to ensure the safety and
well-being of all students and staff””

In his Sept. 26 letter, Holt wrote,
“Student safety is always our top pri-
ority. While we cannot share further
details, we are working closely with
law enforcement on their investiga-
tion and conducting our own internal
review to fully understand what hap-
pened. Please know thatwe are taking
this matter very seriously.”

randi@pagosasun.com

Thank
you for
supporting
local
businesses.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
(970) 264-2100

Need *100? Need *5,000?

Come see us now!

$ CASH LOANS $

Short-term loans based on collateral only, we take collateral on the following:
Cars ® Trucks e Trailers e ATVs e Motorcycles
Guns e Gold ¢ Jewelry e Silver & More

* Got Gold? Get Cash! x

Turn your old, broken jewelry
into CASH TODAY

San Juan Trading Post
635 San Juan St. (Hwy 160) e (970) 731-PAWN (7296)

Premium
Flooring
Choices

Find the perfect floor
covering for every room
in your home with our
professional design service
and expert installation.

Quality wood, vinyl plank, carpet and tile

The Tile & Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30 « (970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr. (N.Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)

Our

Community.

Our Solutions.

The Town of Pagosa Springs Sanitation
General Improvement District’s system has a
pipe infrastructure that is aging and
in desperate need of repairs.

The system to pump effluent 7+ miles uphill
to the Vista wastewater treatment plan is

unsustainable.

We are in need of a new treatment plant
situated in the downtown to process
effluent for downtown businesses, schools,
government facilities and residents.

Please take a look at

Pagosa-Sewer-Solutions.com
for more information.

Nuestra Communidad!
Juntos podemos segurar
nuestro futuro.

Paid for by Pagosa Sewer Solutions
Co-chairs Leonard Martinez and David Hamilton

Treasurer Clifford Lucero
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Obituaries

Kyle Martin Horn

Kyle Martin Horn passed away on
Sept. 20, 2025, at the age of 33 in Du-
rango, Colo. He was born in Durango
on]Jan. 14, 1992.

He grew up
in Durango/
Pagosa Springs,
and also lived
in Stillwater,
Okla., where he
earned a mas-
ter’s degree
in agronomy.
Wherever Kyle
was, he was
surrounded by
family and friends who loved him
immensely.

Kyle was a project manager for
Steve Spriggs, who was also his
hockey coach. When Kyle was in high
school and in college, he worked for
Roger and Rena Cole on their ranch,
where he fell in love with farming and
ranching. He was passionate about
everything he did, whether it was
his work, hockey (DAYHA), skiing,
mountain biking (DEVO) or watching
sports. Recently, he was planning to
puttogether a hockey team with some
of his Durango High School friends.

Kyle was eager to lend a hand to
anyone who asked and accepted
people for who they are. He loved
“good” country music and loved get-
ting his hands dirty working on cars,
trucks and farm equipment. Kyle
would light up aroom when he came
in and could strike up a conversation
with anyone. Ifneeded, he would give
you the shirt off his back.

Kyle is survived by his mother,
Yolanda; father Jim (wife Lynn); his
sister, Hailey; grandmother Vita;
aunts Isabel, Jennifer and Julia; cous-
ins Natalie and Wendy; and so many
other numerous relatives. We will all
love and miss him so very much.

A celebration oflife will be on Oct.
17 in Pagosa Springs. A prayer and re-
flection will be held at Sunset Ranch
for anyone wishing to join the family
at4186 E. U.S. 160 at 10 a.m. At noon,
the celebration of life will continue
with a reception/lunch at the Pagosa
Lakes Property Owners Association
Vista Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave.

Tommy Martinez

1938-2025

Born as Thomas Raymond Marti-
nez to Thomas and Mary Marti-
nez Feb. 17,

1938. Tommy
was raised in
Pagosa; he had
many friends
and family that
he loved hang-
ing out with.
Tommy loved

his music. He

started playing

his guitar at the

young age of 14. He played the
saxophone for six years with Law-
rence Duran, Alex Duran and Freddy
Archuleta. They were called the
Ladters. Then he played with the Re-
gals for 15 years. After the band broke
up due to death of the lead player, he
started the Ladters again with Alex
Duran and Freddy Archuleta. Then
he played three years with Jose Luis
Villescas.

In 2013, Tommy fell to kidney
failure; it was hard on him to keep up
with plowing the snow or doing yard
work. He also had a hard time carry-
ing his instruments. He quit playing
and he and Mary moved to Aztec,
N.M. Tommy was really glad they did.
He felt a lot better and did not need
to use oxygen any more.

Tommy worked for the Forest
Service for 32 years. He worked in rec-
reation in charge of the campgrounds
and maintenance.

Surviving is his wife, Mary; sister
Tessie McCarty, Denver, Colo., Lo-
retta (Fred) Campuzano, Cortez,
Colo., Janice and Janette, Pagosa
Springs; brother Gilbert (Frances),
Pagosa Springs; children Michael

(Dee) Martinez, Oregon, Russell
(Ena), Ignacio, Colo., T.J. (Crystal),
Pagosa Springs; sister-in-law So-
phie Winnett, Farmington, N.M,;
daughter-in-law Vindred Martinez
Qualls, Durango, Colo; close friends
Sesto Lucero, Nevada, Jake Trujillo,
Colorado Springs, Colo.; friend and
mother of his children, Josie Brinks;
eight grandchildren; six great-grand-
children; step children Christine
(Louis) Rivas, Pagosa Springs, Tracy
Salazar, Pagosa Springs, Denise (Ar-
lan) Jordan, Colorado Springs, Colo.,
Pam Smedak, Grand Junction, Colo.,
Rovanna (Jessie) Moore, Colorado
Springs, Colo., Belinda Rushing, Az-
tec, N.M.; 16 step-grandchildren; and
15 step-great-grandchildren.

Preceding Tommy in death were
his parents; his wife, Juanita; brother
Lenord; son Dino; daughter Nicole;
grandson Christopher; and nephews
Willie and Mathison.

Mass will be held at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 18, at Pope John Paul
II Catholic Church, followed by burial
at Hilltop Cemetery. Lunch will be
served afterward at Pope John Paul
II Catholic Church.

John O’Brien

John O’Brien passed away peace-
fully at home in Pagosa Springs on
Oct. 4,2025.John was born on Oct. 27,
1937, to Edward
(Ted) and Lou-
ise O’Brien in
Santa Rita, N.M.
He spent most
of his youth in
Roswell, N.M.,
where he devel-
oped a lifelong
love of Scout-
ing. While in
high school in
Roswell, John
saved a child
from drowning
during a flash flood. He went on to
attend New Mexico State University
(NMSU) in Las Cruces, N.M. While
in college, his U.S. Army Reserve unit
was activated during the Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis and he spent nine months
serving on active duty. John went on
to graduate from NMSU with an un-
dergraduate degree in business and
spent several years in banking be-
fore starting at Los Alamos National
Laboratory.

John met Mary Frances (Fran) in
Los Alamos and they married in 1968
and moved to Pojoaque, N.M,, in
1973. While hesitant, John accepted
Fran’s desire to have horses and he
built a barn, corrals and outbuild-
ings that at times also housed pigs,
turkeys, chickens, guinea hens and
pigeons. In Pojoaque, John once
again became involved in Scouting
asanadultleader and enjoyed seeing
the development of his scouts and
took pride in their accomplishments.

In 1993, John retired from Los
Alamos National Laboratory and,
in 2001, John and Fran moved to
Pagosa Springs, Colo. John had a
generous spirit and looked for ways
to help others. In Pagosa, he joined
the Knights of Columbus and en-
joyed the friendship and service of
his fellow knights. John often had a
small clipboard in hand and enjoyed
working on projects. He helped cre-
ate the Stations of the Cross Prayer
Garden and sparked the creation of
the columbarium at the John Paul I
Catholic Church campus. John loved
socializing with his “coffee club” gang
until the very end.

John is survived by his wife, Fran;
children Patrick (Alicia), Greg and
Deborah (Mike); grandchildren
Liam, Brigid, Caileigh and Emma;
brother Walter; and many nephews
and nieces.

A celebration of John’s life will be
held on Friday, Oct. 10, at the John
Paul II Catholic Church in Pagosa
Springs. The rosary will begin at 9:30
a.m., Mass at 10 a.m. and the inter-
ment of his ashes will follow Mass. A
reception will follow in the narthex of
John Paul IT Catholic Church.

Thank you
for
supporting
our
advertisers!

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made in John’s memory to
the Guadalupana Society. For infor-
mation on donations, contact Kindra
Martinez of the Guadalupana Society
at (505) 328-7645.

Patty Sue
Tillerson

Patty Sue
Patton was
born to Emma
Mclnnis and
Ray Vernon
Patton in Musk-
ogee, Okla., on
Sept. 26, 1927.
She completed
her life here on
earth peaceful-
lyand joined her ancestors in heaven
with her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
on Oct. 3, 2025.

From age 2 throughout childhood
and early marriage, she lived in
Wichita Falls, Texas. Upon gradua-
tion from Wichita Falls High School
in May 1945, she worked for Texas
Electric Service Co., then Standard
Oil of Texas until her marriage to
BobbyJoe Tillerson on Aug. 23, 1947.
He preceded her in death in February
2018 at age 91. She loved him dearly.
They were blessed with almost 72
years of marriage.

She spent the first 13 years of her
marriage building a home of solid
values, providing their children a
good foundation on which to build
their lives.

In 1958, Bob became a profes-
sional with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, and years of moving around
began. First, to Vernon, Texas, where
she continued as a stay-at-home
mom. Then Bob’s work moved them
to Stillwater, Okla., where she became
a working mom in the College of
Engineering at Oklahoma State Uni-
versity. Next to Huntsville, Texas, and
the office of the Dean of Graduate
Studies, Sam Houston State Univer-
sity. Finally, to Houston, where she
worked as an administrative assistant
at the Baylor College of Medicine
until her retirement in 1987.

Beginning retirement in Pagosa

Springs in 1986, she was certified as
an EMT with the newly organized
ambulance service, serving for 12
years, doubling as a teacher’s aide at
the elementary school and later serv-
ing as a volunteer with the victims’
assistance program responding to
scenes of domestic crises.

Throughout the early years of their
retirement, Patty and Bob traveled
the country, making stops at geneal-
ogy libraries to research family his-
tory. Patty wrote and published four
books tracing the histories of each of
her and Bob’s parents’ families.

Her greatest honor was being in
love with one man for 74 years, and
the “title” of “Mom” to their children,
who continue living their legacy of
Christian beliefs and Scouting values,
all raising thoughtful, responsible,
loving families.

She is survived by two daughters,
Jo Lyn Peters, of Round Rock, Texas,
and Rae Ann Hamilton and son-in-
law Lee Hamilton, of Ovalo, Texas;
one son, Rex Wayne Tillerson and
daughter-in-law Renda Tillerson, of
Westlake, Texas; eight grandchildren
and 18 great-grandchildren, aswell as
numerous nieces and nephews. Patty
was predeceased by her parents,
Emma and Ray Patton; her brother,
Tad Patton; and her sister, Reva
McPherson.

A funeral celebrating her life will
be held Saturday afternoon, Oct.
11, 2025, with viewing at 1 p.m. and
the service at 1:30 p.m. at Owen and
Brumley Funeral Home in Wichita
Falls. Her body will be interred at
Riverside Cemetery alongside her
parents and her dearly beloved Bob.

Patty and Bob loved the commu-
nity of Pagosa Springs and if you read
her letters to the editor of The SUN,
you know this parting phrase well:
“Know you are loved!”

Inlieu of flowers, the family would
suggest memorial donations to one
of the following: Veteran’s Memo-
rial Park of Archuleta County, Colo.,
Vetsmemorialpark.org, P.O. Box
2642, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147 or
a program of your choice troop, dis-
trict, council with Scouting America
(www.scouting.org).

Locally Haiti presents
The whole wide world is a town in rural Haiti.

Featuring a new short film, music and conversation
with Locally Haiti’s director, Wynn Walent

Sunday, October 12
5pm: Drinks & Snacks
5:45pm: Program Begins

Free Entrance

Liberty Theatre
Thank you to our sponsors: 418 Pagosa Street
Holly & Paul Boyd Pagosa Springs

Learn more at locallyhaiti.org
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Community

M Continued from front
businesses during a major two-year
Colorado Department of Transporta-
tion (CDOT) reconstruction project.

Although the construction was not
initiated by the program, Pagosa
Springs Main Street quickly became
a unifying force for the business
community. The program formed
the Cone Zone Care Committee, led
a coordinated communications and
visibility campaign and launched
the Main Street Business Assis-
tance Grant Fund, raising more than
$12,500 to help businesses navigate
construction impacts.

The program’s innovative ap-
proach has included the installation
of parking and wayfinding signage,
coordination of downtown events
such as Wednesday Wine Walks and
sidewalk sales, and collaboration
with Colorado Main Street consul-
tants to produce a 3-D fly-through
rendering that helps residents and
business owners visualize the im-
proved streetscape once construction
is complete. These events are de-
signed not only to increase foot traffic
downtown during construction, but
also to encourage local spending.

Rescind

H Continued from front

Torres also noted that the county
does not really have the money to
move forward” with the higher bid
that would provide details on the
actual building cost.

“I think we really need to recon-
sider our decisions and what we
want to do moving forward,” he said,
explaining the BoCC could vote at
its meeting to put the RFP back out,
hold off, or even to purchase the
Wyndham building that some of the
county’s offices recently moved into
and entered into a two-year lease on.

Commissioner Warren Brown
commented that he found it “trou-
bling” that local folks had not been
notified of the RFP, recalling a “very
specific conversation” with the for-
mer county manager about making
sure local folks were aware.

“Obviously that was not followed
up on,” Brown added.

Brown also mentioned thathe did
not have the opportunity to view the
RFP before it was put out, “which is
also troubling.”

He mentioned the county needs
to be careful with its expenses at the
moment, “but it seems to me like this
has just been the perfect storm of not
getting anything done.”

Prizes and giveaways are purchased
from downtown merchants or do-
nated by community partners. Every
effort helps keep dollars local and
supports the businesses that give
downtown its unique charm.

In addition to its support during
construction, Pagosa Springs Main
Street has leveraged its resources to
deliver lasting public improvements.

The program turned a $7,500
Colorado Main Street mini-grantinto
a $250,000 CDOT Revitalizing Main
Streets grant, funding a new sidewalk,
lighting, benches and landscaping
to improve accessibility between
the middle school and downtown.
The program also secured an AARP
sponsorship to enhance walkabil-
ity and safety between the Pagosa
Senior Center and the downtown
Riverwalk, creating a more accessible
and inviting connection for seniors
and pedestrians. This improvement
expands access to one of Pagosa
Springs’ most scenic and well-used
public amenities.

“This recognition is a true honor
and a reflection of the incredible
dedication of our all-volunteer Main
Street Advisory Board and com-

Brown commented that he was
“irritated” by the situation, explaining
the BoCC has an obligation to make
sure the county can move forward.

“In my mind, we're back at square
one, if not negative one,” he said.

Brown expressed the need for the
county to have a suitable administra-
tion building while commenting on
the building that some of the electeds
are currently occupying.

“And we know temporary moves
into 30-year permanent in Archuleta
County, and I think that’s the wrong
way to go,” he said, explaining the Wyn-
dham building is “too small to move
into” and that the county is still paying
to rent additional storage spaces.

Brown commented that the Wyn-
dham building is not a solution for
the long-term, but that it may be the
county’s only option at the moment.

Brown explained that the county
has been in a two-year-long discus-
sion on the matter, “and yet were no
further along.”

Commissioner John Ranson com-
mented that he was “really disap-
pointed” in what transpired, noting
that he originally voted against
moving forward with Anderson Hal-
las bid.

Ranson commented that the

munity partners,” said McFadden. “I
couldn’t do what I do without them.
They show up, work hard, and give
countless hours because we all love
Pagosa Springs and want to see our
downtown thrive. Their commitment
inspires me every day, and this award
truly belongs to all of us.”

This recognition also extends to
the Pagosa Springs Main Street Advi-
sory Board, whose members include
Rick Holter, chair; Jeremy Martin, vice
chair; Barbara Swindlehurst, secre-
tary; and members Rosanna Dufour,
Mario Garcia, Darren Gantt, Santos
O’Canas, Archuleta County Commis-
sioner Warren Brown, Pagosa Springs
Mayor Shari Pierce and Tourism
Executive Director Jennifer Green.

Their leadership and countless
volunteer hours continue to shape a
vibrant future for downtown.

Pagosa Springs is one of 27 official
Colorado Main Street communities
supported by the Colorado Depart-
ment of Local Affairs. The program
helps communities thrive by provid-
ing a framework for locally driven
downtown revitalization, historic
preservation and economic vitality.

Beyond its visible downtown im-

county has had to “weed the garden
out,” noting this situation as another
example of that.

Ranson also thanked Torres for his
work and role as interim county
manager, commenting that he has
provided the county with a good light.

“I'fault the previous folks,” Ranson
said, noting that he did not see the
original RFP either.

Ranson also commented that the
county has made positive changes
with “good folks” coming in.

“I'm waiting,” he said of the deci-
sion on moving forward with a new
building, adding that it is “not a no,
but not now.”

Ranson explained that with mul-
tiple entities in the community in
need of funding, “there’s just a lot
of money out there that we need to
come with in this county to move
forward.”

Ranson also responded to Brown’s
comment about not wanting this
to be an issue much further down
the road, stating, “as you said, that'’s
Archuleta County.”

Commissioner Veronica Medina
stated, “I too was disappointed when
I heard what happened,” noting she
did not see the original RFP either.

Medina also expressed concerns

provements, Pagosa Springs Main
Street continues to make meaning-
ful progress through its heritage and
culture initiatives by preservinglocal
stories, celebrating historic assets
and engaging residents in projects
that honor the community’s past
while inspiring its future. From the
Oral History Project to partnerships
supporting the Pagosa Springs His-
tory Museum and Historic Preserva-
tion Month, these efforts ensure that
downtown revitalization is as much
about heritage and identity as it is
about economic growth.

Pagosa Springs Main Streetis an
official Town of Pagosa Springs pro-
gram operating under the Pagosa
Springs Community Development
Corporation (PSCDC), which hosts
and administers the initiative.
Main Street is one of the PSCDC'’s
four primary programs supporting
community and economic devel-
opment.

To learn more about Pagosa
Springs Main Street and how to sup-
port downtown businesses, visit Pa-
gosaMainStreet.org. For more about
the Colorado Main Street Program,
visit dlg.colorado.gov/main-street.

about the Wyndham building, noting
“it is small” and does not entirely fit
the county’s needs.

“We do need to be aware of where
we're at as far as financial responsi-
bility,” she said, noting that things like
the federal government shutdown
and the state government operating
in the “red” might affect funds com-
ing into the county.

Medina suggested possibly wait-
ing until a new permanent county
manager is hired to revisit the situ-
ation.

She commented that it is “not a
prime time to do this” while also
expressing she wants to ensure that
locals are aware of the RFP.

Medina explained that she had
originally voted in favor of moving
forward, but, with new information
coming about on the matter, decided
to reconsider her original stance.

During the meeting that afternoon,
Ranson emphasized how it is “not a
no, butnotnow” in regard to the deci-
sion on the RFP, commenting that he
was comfortable waiting and rescind-
ing the bid from Anderson Hallas.

Brown motion to rescind the bid,
which was seconded by Ranson and
unanimously approved.

clayton@pagosasun.com

Beware of virtual kidnapping ransom scam

Pagosa Springs Police Department

Scams are as old as mankind, and
they continue to thrive and evolve.
The internet age has enabled scam-
mers to operate without coming face
to face with potential victims.

What follows is information on a
virtual kidnapping ransom scam that
has targeted multiple Pagosa Springs
residents in recent weeks and tips to
prevent it from happening to you.

Virtual kidnapping

ransom scam

The scam typically begins with a
phone call saying your family mem-
ber is being held captive. The caller
may allege your daughter has been
kidnapped and you hear a female
screaming in the background.

Another variant of the fraud has a
family member being held because
he/she caused an auto accident, is
injured and won't be allowed to go to
the hospital until damages are paid.

Callers will typically provide the
victim with specific instructions to

ensure a safe return of the family
member. You may be ordered to stay
on the line until money is wired. The
caller may claim not to have received
the money and may demand more
payment.

The following is taken directly
from a Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) press release and explains
how to avoid becoming a victim.

To avoid becoming a victim of this
extortion scheme, look for the follow-
ing possible indicators:

e Incoming calls come from an
outside area code, sometimes from
Puerto Rico with area codes (787),
(939) and (856).

o Calls do not come from the al-
leged kidnapped victim’s phone.

o Callers go to great lengths to keep
you on the phone.

o Callers prevent you from calling
or locating the “kidnapped” victim.

+ Ransom money is only accepted
via wire transfer service.

If you receive a phone call from
someone who demands payment of
aransom for a kidnapped victim, the

following should be considered:

o Try to slow the situation down.
Request to speak to the victim di-
rectly. Ask, “How do I know my loved
one is OK?”

o If the callers don’t let you speak
to the victim, ask them to describe
the victim or describe the vehicle the
victim drives, if applicable.

o Listen carefully to the voice of the
kidnapped victim if he/she speaks.

¢ Attempt to call, text or contact
the alleged victim via social media.
Request that the victim call back from
his or her cellphone.

« While staying on the line with the
alleged kidnappers, try to call the
alleged kidnap victim from another
phone.

o To buy time, repeat the caller’s
request and tell them you are writing.
down the demand, or tell the caller
you need additional time to meet
their demands.

e Don’tdirectly challenge or argue
with the caller. Keep your voice low
and steady.

o Request the alleged kidnapper

County to take over hosting
Independence Day parade in 2026

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During a regular meeting held by
the Archuleta County Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners (BoCC) on Tues-
day, Oct. 7, the BoCC unanimously
voted to host an Independence Day
parade in Pagosa Springs in 2026.

Interim County Manager Mike
Torres explained that the Town
of Pagosa Springs has historically
hosted the event.

The town ultimately decided not
to put on a traditional parade in
downtown Pagosa Springs this past
summer due to disruptions caused by
the reconstruction of U.S. 160.

Torres mentioned that through
recent talks with the town, “they don’t
look like they’'re going to be doing
that in 2026,” while explaining that
Commissioner Veronica Medina has

been involved in those discussions.

“I know it would be a great event
for us to pick up,” Torres added.

Commissioner Warren Brown
commented that it'd be “appropri-
ate” for the county to pick up slack
wherever it can.

“I personally would like to see it
downtown,” he said, noting that it
could help businesses struggling
from the disruptions caused by the
reconstruction of U.S. 160.

Commissioner John Ranson ex-
pressed support for hosting the
parade, commenting that he echoed
much of Brown’s perspective.

Medina explained that the theme
ofthe parade will involve celebrating
the 150th anniversary of Colorado
becoming a state and the 250th an-
niversary of the nation.

The Colorado Department of Ag-
riculture is celebrating the anniver-

saries of the state and nation as the
“Sesquisemiquincentennial,” or the
“250-150 for short.”
“So, we can celebrate, not only our
state, but our country,” she said.
Medina motioned for the county
to host the parade in 2026, which was
unanimously approved by the BoCC.
For more information on the
state’s 250-150 commemoration,
visit https://ag.colorado.gov/home/
about-us/america-250-colorado-
150-commemoration.
clayton@pagosasun.com
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allow the victim to call you back from
his/her cellphone.

o At the earliest opportunity, notify
your local police department.

To help prevent this scam, check
privacy settings on social media ac-
counts and revisit the information
you publicize on those accounts. The
more information available to the
public, the more information scam-
mers can use to convince you into
believing a scam is real.

Glip ‘n Save 10% OFT wines & Liquors

*OFF 750ML & 1.75L BOTTLES* NON-SALE ITEMS ONLY. NO BEER. !/

Beer of $150
the Month OFE
Three Barrel Brewing offerents
6-pack
Spirit of $700
the Month b
FEvan Williams Black
175L g

970-264-2749

M-SAT 9AM TO MIDNIGHT
SUNDAY 9AMTO 10 PM

Next to River Center - Hwy. 160 - East Pagosa Springs

Wine of the
Month

Kim Crawford

Sauv Blanc
750ml

offerends
10/31/25

TRY SOME OF OUR DELICIOUS

7\

Prime Steaks
Seafood « Pastas  Subs
Wraps & Salads

Homemade Key Lime Pie

Full Bar & Extensive Wine List

New Lunch
— MENU —

Eat b o Take Qub

Open Tue-Sat
11 am-9 pm

Call Today to Reserve
Our Private Gondola

970.398.2409

2151 Eagle Drive | cityhallcafe.co | 970.398.2409

At Flihan's, we bring quality, service
and style right to your doorstep!

MOBILE SHOWROOM
SERVICE see samplesin

your own home

PRIVATE SHOWROOM

APPOINTMENTS

Explore our full selection

EXPERT INSTALLATION
Carpet, hardwood, vinyl,

laminate and more

TRUSTED LOCAL
BUSINESS

FALL
SPECIAL

Limited time only!

$50 OFF

installation
or repairs

$200 OFF

materials

*Minimum yardage applies.
Contact for more information.

FlihansFlooring.com

e 970-903-0911 or 970-946-6395
@ mike@flihansflooring.com

( )
2026 PSMC EMT Certification Class
What: Informational Meeting PSMC will present class information
When: Tuesday, October 21, including:

5-7 p.m. o Broader healthcare opportunities

Where: PSMC EMS Training Room ;’ith EMT training A schedul

189 N. Pagosa Blvd. e Program expectat}ons and schedule,

must be 18 to register
« Potential program tuition and
reimbursement opportunities
For more information, contact PSMC EMS at 970-507-3973
First-Class Training, Close To Home
L 970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org | Ei )




COORDINATED ELECTION NOTICE

ARCHULETA COUNTY, COLORADO

To the Electors of Archuleta County, Colorado, in accordance with the provisions of
Section §1-5-205 C.R.S., notice is hereby given that a Coordinated Election will be
held in Archuleta County, on Tuesday, the 4th day of November, 2025.

Eligible Voters: All Active registered voters.

Mail Ballots: Beginning on October 10, 2025 the Archuleta County Clerk & Recorder will
send a mail ballot packet to every active voter who is registered in Archuleta County. To be
counted, mail ballots must be returned to and in the hands of the Archuleta County Clerk
& Recorder no later than 7:00 p.m. on Election Day, November 4, 2025. Postmarks do not
count.

Polling Locations: Beginning Monday, October 27, 2025 the Election Office located at
305 Village Dr. Pagosa Springs, CO, will serve as the official Voter Service and Polling Center
(VSPC). The VSPC hours are October 27 through November 3, Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., November 1, Saturday, 8:00 a.m. through 12:00 p.m. and November
4,2025, Tuesday, Election Day, 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. ELECTION DAY ONLY - PLPOA
Clubhouse, 230 Port Ave., Pagosa Springs, CO.

Drop-Box Locations: Secure ballot drop-boxes will be open 24/7 with video surveillance from
October 10 through 7:00 p.m. on Election Day, November 4, 2025. There are two locations:
Pagosa Springs Town Hall, 551 Hot Springs Blvd., Pagosa Springs, CO located in front of the
building to the left of the entry doors. Tara Community Center 333 Milton Lane, Arboles, CO.

SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICES

Bayfield School District 10 JT-R Board of Directors (4-Year Term)
(Vote for Three)

(01) Rebecca Parnell

(02) Gary Maestas

(03) Matt Turner

(04) Robert Coronado Jr.

Ignacio School District 11JT Board of Directors (4-Year Term)
(Vote for Two)

(01) Christine Sage

(02) Leila C. Baker

(03) James P. Bulwan

Ballot questions referred by the general assembly or any political subdivision are listed by
letter, and ballot questions initiated by the people are listed numerically. A ballot question
listed as an “amendment” proposes a change to the Colorado constitution, and a ballot
question listed as a“proposition” proposes a change to the Colorado Revised Statutes. A
“yes/for” vote on any ballot question is a vote in favor of changing current law or existing
circumstances, and a “no/against” vote on any ballot question is a vote against changing
current law or existing circumstances.

STATE BALLOT MEASURES
Proposition LL (STATUTORY)

Without raising taxes, may the state keep and spend all revenue generated by the 2022
voter-approved state tax deduction limits on individuals with incomes of $300,000 or more
and maintain these deduction limits in order to continue funding the healthy school meals
for all program, which pays for public schools to offer free breakfast and lunch to all students
in kindergarten through twelfth grade?

YES/FOR NO/AGAINST

Proposition MM (STATUTORY)

SHALL STATE TAXES BE INCREASED BY $95 MILLION ANNUALLY BY A CHANGE TO THE
COLORADO REVISED STATUTES TO SUPPORT ACCESS TO HEALTHY FOOD FOR COLORADO
KIDS AND FAMILIES, INCLUDING THE HEALTHY SCHOOL MEALS FOR ALL PROGRAM, AND,
IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, INCREASING STATE TAXABLE INCOME ONLY FOR INDIVIDUALS
WHO HAVE A FEDERAL TAXABLE INCOME OF $300,000 OR MORE BY LIMITING ITEMIZED OR
STANDARD STATE INCOME TAX DEDUCTIONS TO

$1,000 FOR SINGLE TAX RETURN FILERS AND $2,000 FOR JOINT TAX RETURN FILERS FOR
THE PURPOSES OF FULLY FUNDING THE HEALTHY SCHOOL MEALS FOR ALL PROGRAM

TO CONTINUE PAYING FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO OFFER FREE BREAKFAST AND LUNCH

TO ALL PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS WHILE ALSO INCREASING WAGES FOR EMPLOYEES
WHO PREPARE AND SERVE SCHOOL MEALS, HELPING SCHOOLS USE BASIC, NUTRITIOUS
INGREDIENTS, INSTEAD OF PROCESSED PRODUCTS, AND ENSURING THAT COLORADO
GROWN AND RAISED PRODUCTS ARE PART OF SCHOOL MEALS; SUPPORTING THE
SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (SNAP) THAT HELPS LOW-INCOME
COLORADO FAMILIES AFFORD GROCERIES; AND ALLOWING THE STATE TO RETAIN AND
SPEND AS AVOTER-APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE ALL ADDITIONAL TAX REVENUE
GENERATED BY THESE TAX DEDUCTION CHANGES?

Changes in Income Taxes Owed by Income Category

Income Category Proposed Change in Average

Income Tax Owed

$299.,999 or less $0
$300,000 or more +$486
YES/FOR NO/AGAINST

Drop-Off Locations: You may also drop-off your voted ballot at the Election Office located
at 305 Village Dr., beginning October 13 through October 23, Monday through Thursday,
7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., October 27 through November 3, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. -
4:00 p.m. November 1, Saturday, 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., and November 4, Tuesday, Election
Day, 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

The following are the official offices and ballot measures that will be voted on at the
Archuleta County, November 4, 2025 Coordinated Election. Depending on your physical
address, you may not be voting on all referred ballot issues.

WARNING: Any person who, by use of force or other means, unduly influences an eligible elector to vote in
any particular manner or to refrain from voting, or who falsely makes, alters, forges, or counterfeits any mail
ballot before or after it has been cast, or who destroys, defaces, mutilates, or tampers with a ballot is subject,
upon conviction, to imprisonment, or to a fine, or both. Section 1-7.5-107(3)(b), C.R.S.

MUNICIPAL BALLOT MEASURES
Town of Pagosa Springs
Ballot Issue 2A - 1% Sales Tax for Sewerage and Wastewater Reuse Facilities

SHALL TOWN OF PAGOSA SPRINGS TAXES BE INCREASED $3,675,692 IN THE FIRST FULL FISCAL
YEAR AND BY SUCH ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS AS ARE GENERATED ANNUALLY THEREAFTER
FROMTHE IMPOSITION OF A SALES TAX OF 1.00% AS SET FORTH IN ORDINANCE NO. 1014,
(SERIES 2025); SUCH TAX INCREASE TO BEGIN ON JANUARY 1, 2026, TO:

CONSTRUCT, RECONSTRUCT, IMPROVE, REPAIR, BETTER, EXTEND, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN
SEWERAGE AND WASTEWATER REUSE FACILITIES TO SERVE THE TOWN, INCLUDING
FACILITIES OF THE PAGOSA SPRINGS SANITATION GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, AND

FUND SUCH PURPOSES, SUBJECT TO ANNUAL APPROPRIATION BY THE TOWN, BY PLEDGING
THE REVENUES FROM SUCH SALES TAX FOR PAYMENT OF CONTRACTS, LEASES, LEASE-
PURCHASE AGREEMENTS, AND BONDS, WHETHER ISSUED BY THE TOWN OR THE DISTRICT

AND SHALL THE TOWN BE AUTHORIZED TO COLLECT, RETAIN AND SPEND THE PROCEEDS
FROM SUCH TAX AND ANY INVESTMENT INCOME EARNED FROM SUCH PROCEEDS AS A
VOTER-APPROVED REVENUE CHANGE UNDER SECTION 20 OF ARTICLE X OF THE COLORADO
CONSTITUTION?
YES/FOR NO/AGAINST
SPECIAL DISTRICT BALLOT MEASURES

Colorado’s Timber Ridge Metropolitan District
Ballot Question 6A - Eliminate Term Limits for Board Members

Shall the Colorado’s Timber Ridge Metropolitan District located in Archuleta County,
Colorado eliminate any term limits for members of the Board of Directors, allowing Board
members to serve an unlimited number of consecutive terms?

YES/FOR NO/AGAINST
Upper Pine River Fire Protection District

Ballot Issue 7B - Asking voters within the Upper Pine River Fire Protection District to
approve a new 1.0% sales tax.

SHALL THE UPPER PINE RIVER FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT’S SALES TAXES BE INCREASED
$490,000 IN THE FIRST FULL FISCAL YEAR AND BY WHATEVER ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS ARE
RAISED ANNUALLY THEREAFTER BY THE IMPOSITION OF A SALES TAX BEGINNING JULY 1,
2026, NOT TO EXCEED 1.0% (ONE CENT ON EACH DOLLAR), ON ALL TRANSACTIONS IN THE
DISTRICT UPON WHICH THE STATE IMPOSES A SALES TAX, EXCLUDING SALES OF FOOD FOR
HOME CONSUMPTION, PRESCRIPTION DRUGS, DIAPERS, FEMININE HYGIENE PRODUCTS,
FARM EQUIPMENT, MACHINERY AND MACHINE TOOLS, SCHOOL-RELATED ACTIVITIES, AND
ALL OTHER CATEGORIES EXEMPT FROM STATE SALES TAX COLLECTION UNDERTITLE 39,
ARTICLE 26, PART 7, COLORADO REVISED STATUTES, FOR THE PURPOSES OF;

PROVIDING ADEQUATE STAFFING TO ADDRESS INCREASING EMERGENCY CALL VOLUME
INVESTING IN TRAINING AND STAFF RETENTION

MAINTAINING FIRE AND EMS EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES TO EXTEND THEIR USEFUL LIFE
AND REPLACING THEM WHEN NECESSARY

INVESTING IN UP-TO-DATE FIREFIGHTER SAFETY GEAR AND EQUIPMENT/TOOLS TO PROTECT
OUR EMERGENCY PERSONNEL AND EQUIP THEM FOR ALL EMERGENCIES

IMPROVING AND EQUIPPING CURRENT AND FUTURE FIRE STATIONS TO MAINTAIN PROMPT
RESPONSE TIMES

AND SHALL THE PROCEEDS OF SUCH SALES TAX, INCLUDING ALL INVESTMENT EARNINGS
THEREON, BE COLLECTED, RETAINED, AND SPENT BY THE DISTRICT AS AVOTER-APPROVED
REVENUE CHANGE AND AN EXCEPTION TO THE LIMITS WHICH WOULD OTHERWISE APPLY
UNDER ARTICLE X, SECTION 20 OF THE COLORADO CONSTITUTION OR ANY OTHER LAW?
YES/FOR NO/AGAINST

Kristy Archuleta, Archuleta County Clerk & Recorder
PO Box 2589, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, 970-264-8331
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Ballots

B Continued from front
Polling locations

Beginning Oct. 27, the Archuleta
County Election Office located at 305
Village Drive will serve as the official
Voter Service and Polling Center
(VSPCQ).

The VSPC hours will be Oct. 27
through Nov. 3, Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Nov. 1 from
8 a.m. until noon; and Election Day,
Nov. 4, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

On Election Day only, there will be
apollinglocation set up at the Pagosa
Lakes Property Owners Association
Clubhouse at 230 Port Ave.

Drop boxes

Secure ballot drop boxes will be
open 24/7 with video surveillance
from Oct. 10 through 7 p.m. on Elec-
tion Day, Now. 4.

There are two locations: Pagosa
Springs Town Hall, 551 Hot Springs
Blvd. (located in front of the build-
ing to the left of the entry doors) and
the TARA Community Center at 333
Milton Lane in Arboles.

Drop-off locations

You may also drop-off your voted
ballot at the Election Office located
at 305 Village Drive from Oct. 13
through Oct. 23, Monday through
Thursday, from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Oct.
27 through Nov. 3, Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Nov. 1 from 8
a.m. to noon; and Election Day, Nov.
4, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

What’s on the ballot?
The following are the official of-

Mining

H Continued from front
according to the Colorado secretary
of state.

PAWSD was purchasing gravel
from the Webers for the construction
of its Snowball water treatment plant
expansion.

At its June 13, 2024, meeting,
PAWSD approved a sand and gravel
lease with the Webers that formalized
the terms for the Webers selling gravel
to PAWSD.

This lease was signed by the We-
bers, according to PAWSD staff, and
expired at the end of 2024.

Among its terms, it forbade ad-
ditional mining on the property,
although it did allow the Webers to
sell remaining material at the ranch
not needed by the PAWSD project
with a royalty being paid to PAWSD.

The PAWSD board approved a
draftfinallease extension atits Jan. 30
meeting and directed staff to submit
it to the Webers for comments, but a
final lease was never approved.

Lock’s letter followed a Sept. 29
special meeting of the PAWSD Board
of Directors where the board dis-
cussed the conditions at the ranch
and its difficulties with the Webers.

Following an executive session
held partially to discuss issues at the
ranch, PAWSD board chairman Gene
Tautges explained that the board
agreed to have its attorney draft a
document to send to the Webers — a
decision that resulted in the Sept.
30 letter.

PAWSD board member Bill Hud-
son asked, “Is it a good idea that our
community knows that we're strug-
gling with getting information about
what the Webers are doing, struggling
with the fact that they did not sign
a lease that was offered to them to
continue mining on the property,
that we're struggling with the fact

Finalist
H Continued from front

item for the selection of a new county
manager, with the agenda explaining,
“This agenda item is for the Board to
have discussions regarding the two
finalists for the County Manager posi-
tion, to possibly select one of the two
finalists for the County Manager posi-
tion, and to select one Commissioner
to be the lead negotiator to negotiate
the employment agreement with the
selected individual”

Prior to entering into executive
session, Commissioner Warren
Brown explained that the meeting’s
agenda stated the county had named
two finalists for the position, but clari-
fied that “we have not formally named
any finalists.”

Colorado Revised Statute 24-6-
402(3.5) states in part, “The state or
local public body shall name one or
more candidates as finalists for the
position of chief executive officer.
The state or local public body shall
make public the finalist or finalists
under consideration for the position
of chief executive officer no later
than fourteen days prior to appoint-
ing or employing a finalist to fill the
position. No offer of appointment or
employment shall be made prior to
this public notice.”

Brown motioned for the BoCC to
enter an executive session for the pur-

fices and ballot measures that will be
voted on in the Nov. 4 election.

Depending on your physical ad-
dress, you may not be voting on all
referred ballot issues.

State ballot measures

Ballot questions referred by the
general assembly or any political sub-
division are listed by letter, and ballot
questions initiated by the people are
listed numerically.

A ballot question listed as an
“amendment” proposes a change to
the Colorado constitution, and a bal-
lot question listed as a “proposition”
proposes a change to the Colorado
Revised Statutes. A “yes/for” vote on
any ballot question is a vote in favor
of changing current law or existing
circumstances, and a “no/against”
vote on any ballot question is a vote
against changing currentlaw or exist-
ing circumstances.

There are two state ballot mea-
sures on the ballot.

Proposition LL centers on keeping
and spending all revenue generated
by the 2022 voter-approved state tax
deduction limits on individuals with
incomes of $300,000 or more, and
maintaining those deduction limits,
to continue the Healthy School Meals
for All program.

The program pays public schools
to offer free breakfast and lunch to all
K-12 students.

Proposition MM centers on a pro-
posed increase to state taxes of $95
million for school meals and school
assistance programs by increasing
state taxable income for those who

that their possessions are still on the
property, struggling with the fact that
at least one of our board members
was told that the property belongs to
the Webers? Is that something that
the public ought to be knowing that
we’re involved in these struggles with
the former owners of the ranch that
we have asked to do work for us and
thatare required to reclaim the gravel
pits that they’ve created and that we

Tautges stated that
PAWSD District
Engineer/Manager
Justin Ramsey had sent
the Webers a letter on
May 9, 2024, outlining
various tasks that
needed to be completed
at the ranch, many of
which have not been
done.

may be engaging in legal activity to
reassert our right to the property and
to San Juan'’s right to the property? Is
that something we wantto have in an
open public discussion?”

Tautges commented that PAWSD
should discuss these issues publicly
to a “certain extent,” in his opinion.

He noted that entities engaged in
mining are subject to regulation by
the Colorado Division of Reclama-
tion, Mining and Safety (DRMS) and
that they have to provide a bond for a
mining project to ensure reclamation
is completed.

pose of discussing personnel matters
and potential selection of finalists,
which was unanimously approved
by the BoCC.

All members of the BoCC, Interim
County Manager Mike Torres and
County Attorney Cathleen Giovan-

Prior to entering into
executive session,
Commissioner Warren
Brown explained that
the meeting’s agenda
stated the county had
named two finalists
for the position, but
clarified that “we have
not formally named
any finalists.”

nini entered into the executive ses-
sion that lasted for approximately 10
minutes before the regular meeting
was reconvened.

Commissioner Veronica Medina
then opened the floor for a motion,

have a federal taxable income of
$300,000 or more by limiting itemized
or standard state income deductions.

That, the question indicates,
would be for the purposes of fully
funding the Health School Meals for
All program to provide free break-
fast and lunch; increase wages for
employees who prepare and serve
school meals; help schools use
“nutritious ingredients, instead of
processed products and ensure that
Colorado-grown and raised products
are part of school meals; and support
the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program, or SNAP.

Municipal ballot measure

Town of Pagosa Springs voters will
have the opportunity to vote on Bal-
lot Issue 2A, which seeks a 1 percent
sales tax rate increase for sewerage
and wastewater reuse facilities begin-
ning Jan. 1, 2026.

According to the ballotissue, taxes
would be increased to “construct,
reconstruct, improve, repair, better,
extend, operate and maintain sewer-
age and wastewater reuse facilities to
serve the town, including facilities of
the Pagosa Springs Sanitation Gen-
eral Improvement District.

School district offices

Voters within Bayfield School
District 10 JT-R will be voting to elect
three candidates to four-year terms
on the board of directors. Candi-
dates include Rebecca Parnell, Gary
Maestas, Matt Turner and Robert
Coronado Jr.

Voters within Ignacio School Dis-

Tautges stated that PAWSD Dis-
trict Engineer/Manager Justin
Ramsey had sent the Webers a letter
on May 9, 2024, outlining various
tasks that needed to be completed at
the ranch, many of which have not
been done.

“In the interests of serving our
customers, we certainly don’t like
to always be litigating but there’s a
certain pointin time I think when liti-
gation has to be considered because
of the way certain parties are acting
or whatever,” Tautges said.

He added that the vast majority of
PAWSD customers trust that the
board is doing the best it can and may
be confused by excessively detailed
information, although he indicated
that he agreed with Hudson'’s desire
for transparency.

PAWSD board member Glenn
Walsh responded, “I think certain
things people understand. It doesn’t
take a lot of study to understand that
the Webers, in a very insider traded
deal by Fred Weber Schmidt, were
paid 250 percent the market value
for that property by PAWSD custom-
ers. They were then given a 15-year,
no-volume-limitation lease for $1 a
year to mine the entire property and
at the end of this, even though our
customers have paid through the
nose for it, the Webers are claim-
ing to our board members that they
own the property, they're behaving
towards board members in a very
obnoxious and aggressive manner,
and they are dropping all sort of ver-
bals hints that after getting their $10.2
million price and their 15-year lease
for $1 a year, they might just walk
away and leave a scarred property for
the PAWSD customers. That’s what
they’re doing.”

Lock’s Sept. 30 letter includes
several clarifications and conditions

with Commissioner John Ranson mo-
tioning for Gonzalez Jr. to be named
as the sole finalist and for Brown to
serve as the employment contract
negotiator, “and that no offer shall be
made prior to the 14-day” statutory
requirement.

Ranson’s motion was unanimous-
ly approved.

According to Gonzalez'’s resume,
he is a retired Air Force lieutenant
general and served as a county com-
missioner for El Paso County from
January 2017 to January 2025.

Gonzalez has a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in political science from the
United States Air Force Academy and
master’s in science education from
Florida International University. He
also has a doctor of education degree
from American International Theism
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trict 11JT will vote for two candidates
to serve four-year terms on the board
of directors. Candidates include
Christine Sage, Leila C. Baker and
James P. Bulwan.

Special district ballot measures

Votersin Colorado’s Timber Ridge
Metropolitan District will be asked
to vote on Ballot Question 6A, which
concerns eliminating term limits for
board members and allowing board
members to serve an unlimited num-
ber of consecutive terms.

Upper Pine River Fire Protection
District voters will see Ballot Issue
7B, asking voters within that district
to approve a new 1 percent sales tax
on transactions in that district.

The issue notes it would exclude
sales of food for home consump-
tion, prescription drugs, diapers,
feminine hygiene products, farm
equipment, machinery and machine
tools, school-related activities, and
“other categories exempt from state
sales tax collection in the Colorado
Revised Statutes.

It notes the revenue would go
toward providing adequate staffing
to address increasing emergency
call volume, investing in training
and staff retention, maintain fire
and Emergency Medical Services
equipment and vehicles to extend
their useful lives and replace them
when necessary, invest in updating
firefighter safety gear and equipment,
and improve and equip current and
future fire stations to maintain re-
sponse times.

randi@pagosasun.com

in addition to instructing the Webers
to cease and desist activities not
related to reclamation at the ranch,
including mining, processing, sell-
ing and transporting gravel from the
ranch.

It states that, by Oct. 3, the Webers
must remove all equipment and
personal property from the ranch
not necessary for reclamation work.

Itindicates that the Webers should
continue to complete reclamation
activities for the gravel mine on the
property and that, by Oct. 15, the
Webers should provide written con-
firmation of their intent to fulfill the
reclamation obligations included in
their previous lease with PAWSD and
their state permit.

It also states that the Webers
should provide a written schedule
for the completion of the reclama-
tion tasks by Oct. 15 and meet with
PAWSD, SJWCD and DRMS repre-
sentatives if available to discuss this
schedule.

The letter states that the Webers
must provide PAWSD and the SJWCD
with “a detailed accounting of all ma-
terial mined, processed, hauled, and
sold from Running Iron Ranch from
January 4, 2023, through October 15,
2025

It concludes that the districts re-
serve the right to revoke the right for
the Webers to access the property for
reclamation contained in the lease
extension that ended on Jan. 3, 2024,
and to take possession of the prem-
ises and any equipment or personal
property on them under the terms of
this lease extension.

Multiple attempts to reach the
Webers for comment about the
cease-and-desist letter and the cir-
cumstances at the Running Iron
Ranch were unsuccessful.

Jjosh@pagosasun.com

University, according to his resume.
clayton@pagosasun.com

'PROFESSIONAL
AUTOMOTIVE
DETAILING

* Interior/Exterior Auto Detailing

+ Certified Ceramic Coating Specialist
+ Carpet and Seat Shampooing

+ Paint Correction

+ Monthly Maintenance Detailing

Not only clean your vehicle
but protect your investment.

» Call 970-699-2872 <«

artisanautopdr.com
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AlTaxi Service !
970-585-4903

8am-8pm Sunday-Thursday

8am-10pm Friday and Saturday
or by appointment!

Reliability Fully licensed and insured! Courtes
Matters! Smoke-free vehicles! Counts 'Y

Local discount system- just ask!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985
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Secure your home, business,
or vacation rental!

We provide expert security solutions to protect your assets with
Interactive Alarm Systems, Security Cameras, and Fire Systems.

We also provide Starlink installs, TV and Sound System installs,
Residential Networking, Medical Alert Devices
for you or loved ones, and much more!

Call us today at 970-731-3701

301 N. Pagosa Blvd, Unit B-3, Pagosa Springs, Colorado
www.SecurityPagosa.com

A Winter Weather Wonder

Presented by Pagosa Weather

Join your forecasters Arleen and Shawn for an evening of snow
talk, appetizers and desserts by Pagosa Baking Company

and Showbox Bakery on

October 17th « 5:30-9 p.m.
at the Pagosa Lodge

Special guest Dustin English from Upper San Juan Search and Rescue
to discuss avalanche and backcountry safety

Also featuring:

Wilderness Journeys ¢ Pagosa Mountain Sports
Upper San Juan Search and Rescue ¢ CSU County Extension Office
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Pirate Creede Dozier looks to connect a pass with Kasen Limebrook for a touchdown in the second quarter of the team’s win over the Salida Spar-

tans on Oct. 3. The Pirates won 57-8.

Pirates topple
Spartans in first
league win of season

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate football team picked up its
second win of the season, and first
Intermountain League win of the
season, on Friday, Oct 3.

The Pirates hosted the Salida Spar-
tans for their homecoming matchup,
and walked away with a 57-8 victory
on the nightin what “was a good win,”
according to coach Nathan Morales.

“Kids have been working hard,”
Morales said, adding that the team
has been “digging roots into what
we're doing” and need to continue
doing so.

Morales explained the Pirates
started out strong with a big run
play that was called back on a pen-
alty against the Pirates, “but the kids
stayed with it

He explained that lightning delays
affected the game with a start and
stop energy throughout the whole
night, “but the kids responded well”

He added, “I thought they did a
good job of managing that and stay-
ing in tune.”

The Pirates now boast an overall
record of 2-3, including a league
mark of 1-0.

Morales commented on the im-
portance of league wins, noting it is
always good to come away with wins
in league games.

According to stats entered into
MaxPreps and shared with The SUN,
the Pirates opened up the scoring
on the night with a 17-yard rushing
touchdown from Colton Lucero,
followed by a successful extra-point
attempt to put the Pirates up 7-0 mid-
way through the first quarter.

Lucero put up two more rushing
touchdowns in the first quarter,
going for 61 yards and 30 yards, as
the Pirates took a 21-0 lead into the
second quarter.

Lucero kept contributing, opening
up the second quarter with a 65-yard
rushing touchdown.

The Pirates’ defense then forced a
safety on the following possession for
the Spartans, increasing the lead to
30-0with more than nine minutes still
to play in the second quarter.

Aidan Vega is credited for the
safety.

Following the safety, Lucero re-
turned the kickoff for an 80-yard
touchdown, adding to the Pirates’
lead.

The only score for the Spartans
came about halfway through the
second quarter on a 62-yard pass-
ing touchdown, bringing the score
to 37-8.

The Pirates were able to get on the
board two more times before halftime
with an 8-yard passing touchdown
as quarterback Creede Dozier con-

nected with Kasen Limebrook and a
9-yard rushing touchdown by Lucero,
which brought the score to 50-8 at
halftime.

Thelast score of the game came in
the third quarter on a 58-yard rushing
touchdown by Hudson Mazur to put
the Pirates up 57-8.

The Pirates put up a total of 348
yards on offense, with Dozier com-
pleting one of two pass attempts for
8 yards.

“Kids have been
working hard,” Morales
said, adding that the
team has been “digging
roots into what we're
doing” and need to
continue doing so.

Lucero led the team in rushing,
racking up a total of 234 yards and five
rushing touchdowns on eight carries
and scoring another touchdown from
a kick return.

Mazur putup 71 rushingyards and
one touchdown on his four carries.

Jeremiah Dean ran for 23 yards on
four carries and Gage Samsran for 13
yards on three carries, while Alex Pa-
checo ran for 5 yards on five carries.

Dozier had 4 rushing yards on two
carries.

Lucero had a total of 125 yards on
two kick returns.

Gavin Carter successfully con-
verted seven out of eight extra-point
attempts on the night.

On the defensive side, Lucero led
the Pirates with five solo tackles,
followed by Ty Garcia with four solo
tackles.

There were 10 other Pirates who
recorded one, two or three solo tack-
les on the night.

Jayton Ross and Noah Bellina each
came up with one fumble recovery.

Morales commended the team as
awhole, noting, “Our physicality was
good that game.”

He added, “We were definitely the
more physical team up front, and
that’s something we gotta hang our
hat on and continue to be.”

He also explained that the Pirates
implemented a new offensive system
this season that was challenging at
first, but “it’s finally clicking”

Morales mentioned the Pirates are
starting to understand the system
and are executing better as a whole
with the goal of improving each and
every day.

He also commented on Lucero’s
performance on the night, noting that
W See Football A10

Clarks Custom Landscaping

Flagstone | Pavers | Patios & Walkways
Landscape Design & Installation

505-709-8579 (don't worry, we’re locall)

www.clarkscustomlandscaping.com
clarkscustomlandscape@gmail.com

licensed & insured

Foam Insulation
Specialist

Locally Owned - Serving the Four Corners
More than 25 years of safe and proven performance

« Green built
« Certified healthy
« Open & closed cell foam

« Save up to 50% on monthly
heating and cooling bills

« All-in-one insulation and air
barrier

insulation
« Helps improve indoor air « Fiberglass
quality and comfort « Cellulose

- Energy efficient - INSULATION REMOVAL

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

OWNER STAN MADDUX. (970) 749-5711
LICENSED & INSURED

ve Your Coloredo Dream!

Escape to your private
sanctuary on this
lovely 3-acre treed
lot, complete with a
convenient  circular
driveway. Nestled in
a desirable neighbor-
hood where all prop-
erties are at least 3
acres, this home offers
unparalleled privacy
and a serene setting. 120 Big Horn Court « $565,000

Abundant local wild-

life provides a daily

connection to nature. Step inside from the covered front porch to a spacious kitchen featuring granite count-
ers. Relax in the living room or formal dining room, where large windows frame breathtaking views of the
East Range and Square Top. A partially covered deck off the dining room is perfect for enjoying the peaceful
outdoors. Despite the quiet surroundings, you are only a quick five-minute drive from town via Highway 84.

Price Reduced

Discover an
single-level ~ home in
the  prestigious  Ranch
Community, nestled on a
sprawling ~ acre-plus  lot.
Meticulously crafted with
every detail in mind, this
residence exudes quality
and  sophistication.  The
thoughtful design features
three - spacious. bedrooms 240 Glade Drive +$1,125,000

and two  bathrooms,

seamlessly integrated with

an open-concept kitchen, dining, and living area—perfect for modern living and entertaining. A dual-sided
gas fireplace, connecting the living room and primary suite, creates a warm, inviting ambiance for cool evenings.
Step outside to the expansive covered deck, complete with a private hot tub, ideal for relaxing while soaking in
breathtaking sunsets. Positioned at the end of a tranquil road, this home offers serenity and convenience, with
Lake Pagosa just a short stroll away and a premier golf course nearby. Properties of this caliber are rare—don't

exceptional

Price Reduced

MLS #828583. https://pspixeltree.com/120-Big-Horn-Ct

33 Fawn Court
$949,000

MLS # 824532
This meticulously cared for full-round log cabin, up-
town near Lake Forest, spans 2,732 square feet, featur-
ing 4 bedrooms and 3.5 bathrooms. Relax on the cov-
ered deck or backyard patio while taking in stunning
mountain views. Inside, the open floor plan connects
the great room with a cozy fireplace to a modem
kitchen boasting granite countertops, high end appli-
ances, and an island for extra prep space. The primary
bedroom and bathroom are conveniently located on
the main floor. A 2-car garage connects through the
laundry area. Upstairs has two bedrooms and a full
bathroom, while the lower level offers versatile space
for entertainment or an office, plus a fourth bedroom
set up as a bunk room with a full bath nearby.
To tour this home go to:
https://pspixeltree.com/33-Fawn-Ct

1001 Soaring Eagle Court
$899,000

MLS # 822945
2 Bed, 2 Bath, 2,073 sq foot house on 36.44 acres.
Navajo River Ranch has 2 private entrances into the
forest. This home has wonderful views of the San
Juan Mountain Range and great decks. 2 tributaries
come together to form a seasonal creek called Oil
Well Creek on the property.
To tour this home go to:
https://tinyurl.com/1001SoaringEagleCourt

Own Your Own
Piece of

Colorado Land!
30 High Drive — MLS # 794628 — $55,900
38 Heron Court — MLS # 821320 — $45,000

Valerie Vander Berg
REALTOR®, Broker Associate

(: 970-585-6266
Valerie.PagosaRE@gmail.com

Shellie Hogue
REALTOR’, BROKER

(:970.759.8109
ShellieCHogue@gmail.com

miss the opportunity to own this extraordinary retreat. MLS# 826768 https://pspixeltree.com/240-Glade-Dr

Price Reduced

470 Terry Robinson Road
$675,000

MLS # 828394

1.7 Acres without a property owners association
and great views of Echo Lake and the East Range.
1 bedroom, 1 3/4 baths, an office, a large open
loft and unfinished basement with a 2 car garage,
4 carports and RV parking, 3 covered decks, lots of
storage and did | say it is only 4 miles from town.
The circular driveway is large and the front porch is
screened in. Close to shopping and dining and close
to paved roads. Please note, the basement square
footage has not been included with this listing as
the basement is unfinished.

Price Reduced

109 Carol’s Curves
$250,000

MLS # 824583

The mobile home portion of this residence is 500
square feet. 1304 square feet is stick built. There
is also a small cabin built in 1993, 576 square feet
with bath and studio kitchen. The 1.2 acres is par-
tially fenced for dog’s and the acreage is all usable.
The house has large picture windows with very nice
views. There are 3 outbuildings, the septic has been
inspected.

Gail Brault
REALTOR®, Broker Associate

(:970.946.2051
GailBrault1957@gmail.com

www.shelliehogue.com

471 Deer Trail
$346,000

MLS # 826138

Discover your mountain retreat in this 2 bedroom,
1 bath log cabin, in Aspen Springs 1 on well-main-
tained Deer Trail, just a half-mile from Hwy 160. This
1,205 sq. ft. cabin features a living room, dining area,
modern kitchen, and a full bath on the main level,
with two bedrooms upstairs. The kitchen boasts
new cabinets, countertops, and flooring. A wood
stove enhances the cabin’s ambiance. The property
is equipped with a state-of-the-art water filtration
system, including reverse osmosis, water softener,
and on-demand hot water, professionally installed.

324/356/294 Sparrow Circle
$325,000

MLS # 821243

3 separate lots 4.5 Acres total with no HOA or Cove-
nants. This 2-bedroom 1 bath home is purged and is
in very good shape. This is a very solid home with a
well-constructed snow shed over the top. There is a
2-vehicle carport and a workshop behind the carport.
There is a road behind the house going up the hill to
get to a couple of nice building sites. The views are
amazing up there. This is an awesome property and if
needed the two vacant lots could be sold separately.

Barbara Swindlehurst
REALTOR', BROKER/ OWNER

(:303.618.7423

Barbara@MountainMeadowRealEstate.com

409 Lewis Street | P.O. Box 3850 | Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

MountainMeadowRealEstate.info - office: 970.264.6673
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GOLF

Photos courtesy Mark Faber

Pirates Johnathon Smith, left, and Tyler Dimond compete at the 3A state golf tournament in Eagle. Smith tied for 21st at the two-day tournament,
while Dimond finished 56th out of the 84 golfers competing.

Pirates end season at state tournament

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate golf team'’s season ended on
Tuesday, Oct. 7, with the close of
the two-day 3A state tournament in
Eagle.

Senior Johnathon Smith capped
off his high school career as part of
a four-way tie for 21st, while sopho-
more Tyler Dimond tied for 56th.

Smith advanced to state all four
years of his high school career, with
Dimond making his second appear-
ance atthe season’s final tournament.

Coach Mark Faber noted the
course was well-suited for the Pirate
golfers and their practice rounds
went well.

Smith finished with a two-day

score of 153.

Smith ended the first day with a 78
on the par-72 course, logging birdies
on five holes and par on six.

Smith rebounded to shoota 75 on
the second day, notching birdies on
four holes and par on nine holes.

“This just wasn'’t his day,” Faber
said, adding it was a struggle until the
second half of the second day.

Faber highlighted that Smith re-
bounded and was four under par on
the final 10 holes.

“I was real proud that he finished
the way he did,” Faber said of his last
10-holes.

Faber noted Smith had a “phe-
nomenal” year, winning seven tour-
naments.

Dimond shot a 164 at the tourna-
ment.

He finished day one with an 83,
shooting par on nine holes.

Dimond improved that score to an
81 on day two, notching birdies on
two holes and par on seven holes.

“Tyler played well, he really did,”
Faber said. “He improved from day
one to day two and improved from
last year”

Faber added Dimond had a few
holes that got away from him, but
played well for the most part.

“Great kid, great attitude,” Faber
said. “Really enjoyable.”

Faber noted the Pirates had a
dozen golfers out this year, which is
more than in the past and, while the
team will lose several seniors, there
are some “committed and pretty
talented” underclassmen who will
remain in the program.

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Pirate Colton Lucero heads for the end zone in the rain during the team’s Oct. 3 win over the Salida Spartans.
Lucero totaled 234 rushing yards in the game.

Football

H Continued from A9
he is a “special athlete,” and is tough
and coachable.

“He’s fast; he’s physical,” Morales
added, explaining that when all those
things are put together, special things
will happen.

“The line, I thought, played a lot
better,” Morales said, adding, “It’s just
ateam game.”

In previous weeks, Morales has
mentioned the Pirates were close to
firing on all cylinders and explained

that means “just executing on offense
and defensive and special teams, and
if we can do that we're gonna win a
lot of games.”

He noted it was good to enjoy the
win for a short period of time, espe-
cially being the team’s homecoming
game, but that there are four more
games for the Pirates to focus on this
season.

“We’re on to the next one,” he
added, noting the Pirates are pre-
paring to travel to Bayfield this week

to take on their rivals, the Bayfield
Wolverines, with kickoff slated for
7 p.m.

Morales noted the Pirates will be
“continuing to work hard in practice
and execute during the game, and all
those things,” noting they “gotta have
agood week of practice” with Bayfield
likely being ready to go as it is their
homecoming week.

“We gotta make sure we have a
good week of practice,” Morales said.

clayton@pagosasun.com

Work hard,

Pirates!

“Allin all, a very good year,” Faber
said, calling it “a bit of a growing year”
for the program.

Faber noted the program will lose
five seniors — Smith, Max Brown, Ty
Richey, Stephen Pair and Deaglen
Denen.

Faber stated he was glad to have
had the seniors on the team and that
he wishes them the bestin the future.

“We're losing quite a few seniors,
but a pretty good younger group,”’
Faber said, adding he’s excited for
the future.

Faber also noted he’s thankful to
the golf course for allowing the team
to practice and “lettin’ us do what
we do”

randi@pagosasun.com

Get your roof ready
for winter now

Roof Maintenance - Repair
Roof Heating Systems

970-799-6278

42Belowconstructioncompany@gmail.com
Located at 91 Stevens Lake Road
Pagosa Springs, Colorado

Archuleta Seniors, Inc.
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Keyah Grande Ballroom

Masguerane Rall

UNMASK YOUR GIVING: A NIGHT OF
ELEGANCE AND PHILANTHROPY

Archuleta Seniors, Inc. presents a night of glamour
& benevolence. Immerse yourself in the timeless
tradition of the Masquerade. Enjoy an evening of
music, dancing, performances, costume contests,
appetizers, cocktails & mocktails. Proceeds from

this event benefit your local Meals on Wheels &
senior wellness programs of Archuleta County.

A Mask, A Memory, A Mission

Tickets are limited,
Purchase yours today!

Tickets are also available by
Calling 970-264-2167 or
by visiting our office at

451 Hot Springs Blvd.

Archuleta Seniors is dedicated
to building an age-friendly,
independent, and resilient
community for those 60+.

—
Pagosa Springs
Senior Center
COMMUNITY
CAFE

GREENHOUSE
DOME

SILVER FOXES
DEN

—

Join us!

24
OCT

Keyah Grande
Ballroom

")

13211 US-160,
Pagosa Springs, CO
81147

6-9 PM

Step into the magic of the
evening with an air of mystery
and elegance - this is your
chance to let your imagination &
generosity shine. We encourage
guests to embrace the timeless
tradition of masquerade with
graceful gowns, dashing suits,
and ornate masks that add a
touch of intrigue.
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VOLLEYBALL

SUN photo/Randi Pierce

Lady Pirate Lexi Campbell sends the ball into Mean Moose territory on Thursday, Oct. 2. Campbell led the team with five kills against Alamosa.

Lady Pirates demonstrate ‘incredible’
growth against Alamosa, Durango

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

“The growth in this team has been
incredible,” Pagosa Springs High
School Lady Pirate volleyball coach
Chelsea Caler wrote in an email to
The SUN Wednesday.

While the Lady Pirates dropped to
a 2-13 record with losses to Alamosa
and Durango over the last week, the
coach highlights, “We’re communi-
cating better, playing more cohesively
and reading the ball on defense so
much more effectively. The girls are
scrappier, more confident and you
can see the little details from practice
showing up in live play. We just have
to keep building and refining”

The Lady Pirates hosted the state’s
top 3A team, the Alamosa Mean
Moose, on Thursday, Oct. 2, for a
league affair.

“We really showed up to compete
against Alamosa — it was some of the
best volleyball we've played all sea-
son,” Caler wrote. “Our block came
alive, and our defense worked to-
gether beautifully. We did a great job
keeping their hitters out of rhythm
and out of system for much of the
match.”

The Lady Pirates lost in three sets:
25-16, 25-17 and 25-9.

Caler notes, “The shift in momen-
tum during the third set was defi-
nitely tied to the long pauses and
discussions with officials, which
made it hard for both teams to stay
in rhythm. Once Alamosa’s middle

found her groove and started putting
balls away, their offense caught fire
and we struggled to grab the momen-
tum back”

The Lady Pirates logged 12 kills in
the match, with Lexi Campbell lead-
ing with five, followed by Dawson
Iverson’s three and two each from
Avea Bruce and Amber Snarr.

Alamosa tallied 39 kills in the
match and nine serving aces.

Pagosa picked up one serving ace
by Tatiana Monterroso.

The Lady Pirates put up three
blocks, with Bruce logging one solo
block, and Hayden Peterson, Bruce,
Kaila Limebrook and Iverson each
putting up an assisted block.

“Hayden and Amber had an out-
standing performance shutting down
their outside hitters, while Kaila and
Avea both got strong touches and a
few key blocks against their middles,”
Caler highlights. “Dawson and Lexi
also came up with some big blocks
against their right side”

The Lady Pirates tallied 33 digs, led
by Snarr’s nine and Charity Domin-
go’s seven.

Peterson picked up all 10 of the
team’s assists on the night.

The team logged 52 serve recep-
tions, with three Lady Pirates in dou-
ble digits: Snarr took 16, Domingo
took 14 and Monterroso received 10.

“That match was a major confi-
dence boost for us,” Caler wrote. “We
played as a team, and we proved to
ourselves that we can compete with
the bigger programs. It was fun to

SOCCER

watch — and I'm really proud of the
girls for how they showed up.”

On Tuesday, Oct. 7, the Lady Pi-
rates hosted the 4A Durango De-
mons.

“We played some really solid vol-
leyball against Durango,” Caler wrote.
“Since switching up our defensive
system a few weeks ago, it’s been pay-
ing off. The girls have been working
hard on blocking and defense, and
it'’s showing. We're also being more
aggressive at the net, swinging more
and finding ways to score. We're stay-
ingrightin step, score-wise, with our
opponents.”

The Lady Pirates fell in three back-
and-forth sets against the Demons:
25-18, 25-21 and 25-19.

The team had 20 kills in the match-
up, with Iverson and Campbell lead-
ing with seven each.

The team had four serving aces,
with Peterson notching two, and
Domingo and Monterroso logging
one each.

The Lady Pirates put up seven total
blocks, with the coach highlighting
Snarr and Campbell had two solo
blocks each. Limebrook put up two
block assists, and Campbell, Peter-
son, Bruce and Snarr each had one
block assist.

The team picked up 49 digs, led by
12 from Monterroso, 11 from Camp-
bell and 10 from Domingo.

Peterson had 16 assists.

The team had 59 serve receptions,
led by Limebrook’s 14 and 12 each
from Snarr and Monterroso.

Pirates dig deep to secure shutout
against Montezuma-Cortez

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

The Pagosa Springs High School
Pirate boys’ soccer team picked up
another win this over the last week,
defeating the Montezuma-Cortez
Panthers in Cortez on Saturday, Oct.
3, by a score of 2-0.

The Pirates now boast an overall
record of 9-1, including aleague mark
of 4-0, putting them in first place of
the Intermountain League (IML) and
17th in the state’s 3A division.

Coach Trevor Gian described the
match against the Panthers as a “very
tough, very physical game.”

He stated, “We got out of there
with a win, which is huge.”

Ryder King was able to knock in
two goals for the Pirates in the first
half, one from a corner kick and one
notlong after with a “phenomenal ef-
fort” to beat the Panthers’ defenders,
creating an open look on goal, Gian
explained.

Gian noted the Pirates picked up
a couple of yellow cards throughout
the match, with Milo Deitemeyer and
Gavin Carter each receiving one.

He noted that Jacob Castaneda
was unable to finish the match after
picking up an injury.

“We got pulled apart mentally,”
Gian said.

He explained that the Pirates
started out strong in some areas while
being flat in others in the opening
minutes of the game, noting that
some touches on the ball in the early
moments could’ve really dictated the
way the game unfolded.

Gian mentioned he felt more com-
fortable after the Pirates got their first
goal, but that the Panthersresponded
with pressure.

He explained that once King was
able to knock in his second goal and
the Pirates were able to take the lead
into halftime, the rest of the match
felt like a “dogfight.”

He noted that the Panthers were
hungry for a win, explaining how the
Pirates have only played two games
over the past three weeks and are
gearing up for a stretch of five games
in seven days starting on Friday.

“We need to continue winning,” he
said.

Gian also mentioned how the
Pirates “luckily” had depth on their
bench and quite a few players played
important roles in the match who
haven’t had much field time so far
this season since the team was miss-
ing a few other usual starters.

“We tested that depth,” he said,
explaining the yellow cards being is-
sued became a factor, as well.

He also praised assistant coach
Dyan Rice, noting she “had a lot of
great perspective” throughout the
match as the team did not want to
lose any players to a possible second
yellow and red card situation.

Gian spoke more about the Pi-
rates’ depth with their roster, noting
that Angel Ramirez did a “great job”
stepping up, along with Edgar Castillo
and Elmer Castillo in the midfield.

He commented on freshman Xavi
Sanchez, who put in a quality per-
formance, along with Hudson Davis,
who “just did a great job.”

He explained that Oliver Samu
also putin a strong performance, with
Connor Kirkham stepping up, as well.

Gian mentioned that Jonathon
Rodriguez was able to return from
injury, noting it was “great to have
him in there.”

Gian also praised Esneyder Paz’s
performance on the day, noting he
was able to get some time on the field
and helped out.

Gian spoke highly of the team as
whole, too, explaining how the Pirates
“dug deep” and that all of the players
H See Soccer A12

Next Tuesday, the Lady Pirates will
travel to Bayfield for a rematch with
the Wolverines.

Pagosa lost 3-0 to Bayfield on Sept.
16, with the Wolverines currently sit-
ting as the No. 6 team in Colorado 3A
volleyball with an 11-5 record.

“Bayfield is always a high-energy
matchup, and I'm excited to show
them the new and improved Pagosa
team,” Caler wrote. “We're ready to
compete, and ready to win.”

randi@pagosasun.com

YOUR
YHOTOS

WI’RE CELEBRATING OUR VETERANS!
We're running special photo pages in our November 6

edition for Veteran’s Day to honor those who are serving,
and have served, in our nation’s military.

Please send your service picture along with your
name, branch of service, rank and hometown to:

shari@pagosasun.com or our office at
P.O. Box 9, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

If you were in last year’s veteran’s pages, we will use
the same information unless you email to update
before October 31.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION:
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31

S
The Pagosa Springs SUN
(

970) 264-2100 e pagosasun.com
457 LEWIS STREET e P.O. BOX 9
PAGOSA SPRINGS, COLORADO 81147

It's Your Right to Know.

Snow Know-How

2026
Proposed
Town Budget
Taking Shape

Your Town Council and staff have
been busy developing a proposed
annual budget to guide Town-wide
operations in 2026. The budget serves
as an important policy document and
sets expectations for service delivery to

the community. It also aligns with the Town Council’s goals and objectives for the coming year.

Over the next few weeks, Town Council will discuss the budget at two separate public hearings. Share
your feedback about the proposed budget and learn more about town finances at pagosasprings.co.gov.
+ Public Hearing #1: Tuesday, October 21, at 5:00 p.m. at Town Hall
+ Public Hearing #2 and Budget Adoption: Tuesday, November 6, at 5:00 p.m. at Town Hall

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Election Season is Here

Election Day is Tuesday, November 4, and residents are encouraged to make a plan to vote!

There are several state and local issues for voters to consider. You may register to vote, check your
voter status, or get additional information by visiting www.govotecolorado.gov or contacting
Archuleta County’s election office at 970-264-8331.

As mild fall weather turns cold and snowy, please remember to be patient and follow local snow
removal rules to keep our community safe. Did you know? The Town maintains 30 miles of streets
in winter, plowing once snowfall reaches two inches or when roads become unsafe. Residents and
businesses have snow removal responsibilities, too! Please remember to clear snow and ice from
sidewalks next to your property within 24 hours after the snow ends. Learn about Town plowing
operations, snow routes, your responsibilities, and more at pagosasprings.co.gov/snowremoval.
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CROSS-COUNTRY

Photo courtesy Josh Kurz

The Pirate cross-country team poses with a plaque after finishing second in the Intermountain League meet in Alamosa on Friday, Oct. 3. Rylan
Ash, left, also earned individual all-conference honors.

Pirates earn all-conference honors at Alamosa meet

By Randi Pierce
Staff Writer

A trio of Pagosa Springs High
School Pirate cross-country run-
ners earned all-conference honors
at last week’s Zaragoza Invitational/
Intermountain League (IML) Meet
in Alamosa.

The Lady Pirates had two runners
garner conference honors, with one
Pirate boy earning conference honors
and the Pirate boys’ squad taking sec-
ond among IML teams at the meet.

“I can’t remember the last time
that happened, so that was phenom-
enal,” coach Josh Kurz said of the
Pirates finishing second among IML
teams behind Alamosa. “Alamosa’s
pretty untouchable.”

Rylan Ash earned second-team
all-conference honors, with Kurz
pointing out he was two seconds out
of finishing in the top five and making
the all-conference first team.

“On paper, it didn’t look like any
of our girls could individually get
into all-conference,” Kurz said before
highlighting both Madisen Stretton
and Lily DeClark earned second-
team all-conference honors. “They
raced really well”

Stretton was the top finisher for
the Lady Pirates on the day, taking
10th out of 57 runners with a time of
22 minutes, 41.29 seconds.

Kurz noted Stretton has taken off
3.5 minutes from her time on the
same course as a freshman, and
dropped 3.5 minutes from the Pirates’
home course, making her the team’s
Monster of the Week for dropping the
most time from the previous week.

“We talked about bustin’ loose,”
Kurz said.

DeClark finished 12th overall in
23:07.67.

DeClark has been battling a knee
injury that flared up, putting her
in pain during the race, the coach
explained.

“Thatwas probably her worstrace,
but she still was ... second-team all-
conference. Overall, she still had a

Soccer

M Continued from A11
deserve recognition for “playing big
again.

“The team as a whole, I just
couldn’t be more proud of who they
are,” he said.

Gian explained that not every
match is “pretty and perfect” and
that the Pirates had to clean up a bit
of a mess, but to be able to still get a
couple goals, secure a shutout and
walk away with a win is huge for their
season.

He added that although he was
disappointed with a few things in the
match against the Panthers, “I'm so
proud of the team being able to dig
deep, to dig through those moments
and maintain that record, and main-
tain the win and get the shutout”

Upcoming schedule

The Pirates will host the remaining
five games of the regular season over
the next week, beginning with the
Alamosa Mean Moose coming to
town on Friday, Oct. 10, with kickoff
scheduled for 5:30 p.m. at Golden
Peaks Stadium.

The Mean Moose are 0-9-1 on the
season.

The following day, Saturday, Oct.
11, the Pirates will host the Crested
Butte Titans starting at 3 p.m. and will

great race, it just wasn’t what she’'d
quite hoped for”

Kaiya Lyons finished 18th overall
with a time of 23:50.58.

“Kaiya has stayed positive despite
battling a stubborn hip injury,” ac-
cording to the coach.

Lucy Rivera finished in 23rd, log-
ging a time of 24:41.69, with Kurz
noting Rivera “definitely contributes”
and helps the team be competitive.

“I don’t think she knows how fast
she canbe,” he said, adding she shows
a lot of potential.

BellaJackson followed in 26th with
atime 0f25:10.07 despite racing sick,
according to the coach.

The Lady Pirates finished fourth
out of six teams overall and third out
of the IML teams at the meet.

Ash logged a time of 18:04.17 to
take sixth overall out of 65 runners
on the boys’ side.

Weston Sweet, who finished 16th
with a time of 19:54.86, is “really com-
ing on strong,” Kurz highlighted.

Merrick Tudor took 21st with a
time of 20:19.25, with Kieran Kurz
following in 22nd with a time of
20:22.80.

“It was great to have Merrick and
Kieran back, too. They both were big
contributors,” the coach notes.

Dylan Dempster finished in
20:36.18 to take 24th.

Dempster was the Monster of the
Week for the boys, dropping 2:41 from
his race the previous week.

“Dylan wasn’t super happy with
hisrace at Pagosa,” the coach said, ex-
plaining he used his disappointment
to fuel him to run harder in Alamosa.

Liam McKnight followed in 25th
with a time of 20:36.18.

“He had another good race,” the
coach said, adding he dropped 2:14
and has had two “really good races
in arow.”

Eli Nehring, who was also battling
injury, according to the coach, fin-
ished 26th with a time of 20:41.18.

Jacen Easling finished 31st with a
time of 21:30.24.

Stetson Osborn finished 34th in

have just a couple days break before
hosting the Bayfield Wolverines for
their final IML match of the season on
Tuesday, Oct. 14, at 5:30 p.m.

The Titans are 8-2-1 on the season,
and the Wolverines are 6-7.

On Thursday, Oct. 16, the Pirates
will host the Lake County Panthers at
4 p.m. for senior night.

The final match of the regular
season is scheduled for Friday, Oct.
17, when the Pirates will host the
Fruita Monument Wildcats at 2 p.m.

Gian mentioned the Pirates are
hitting this stretch where “we really
gotta dial in who we are” and stay
mentally strong and structurally and
technically sound.

“I'm invested in these kids,” Gian
said, explaining that he is really push-
ing for the Pirates to earn a first-round
home playoff game.

He explained that he is looking to
“bring the physicality back to us this
week” as that was one thing lacking
against Montezuma-Cortez.

He explained that the past two
matches the Pirates have played have
been at a slightly different pace, but
with the run of five games coming up
the Pirates can get back to just going
out and playing games without get-
ting stuck in a rut of practices.

clayton@pagosasun.com

Photo courtesy Josh Kurz

Lady Pirates Lily DeClark and Madisen Stretton run at the Zargoza/lnter-
mountain League Meet in Alamosa on Friday, Oct. 3. Both Lady Pirates
earned all-conference honors with their finishes on the day.

21:52.65, and Isaac Hanto finished
37th with a time of 22:11.93.

Josh Kurz noted there’s enough
depth on the boys’ squad that when
one has a bad race, there are three or
four others who can “fill in the gap.”

He added, “They’re definitely
working together”

The boys were second among IML
teams and third overall.

“The boys are super proud of
themselves,” the coach.

This week, the team will head to
Mancos for the Chicken Creek Chal-
lenge, which is set to begin at 9 a.m.

The coach explained that, as the
season is drawing to a close, the team
is doing more speed work, noting
Mancos is a fairly fast course and the

team’s runners should be closer to the
times they logged in at the Joe I. Vigil
meet earlier this season.

He added the team is hoping to
have several other boys join Ash in
running times under 19 minutes and
to continue to tighten the pack.

The coach added DeClark would
be taking the week off, but will race
in Mancos, and he hopes Jackson
rebounds from illness.

“I feel like the girls can pack just
like the boys,” he said, adding he’s
hoping Rivera and Jackson can close
the gap.

He added the hope is for Lyons to
have a pain-free race.

“Ifeel like we're mending,” he said.

randi@pagosasun.com

October's Educational information is
“The Dangers of Waiting Too Long to Dry Out a Flooded Home"

All cuts are Prewrapped & Frozen
Call and we will have your order ready.
Check out our website at colesmeatprocessing.com for info
on our local producers and hours of operation.
(970) 264-2426
Located @ 495 Hwy. 84 - Pagosa Springs CO 81147

HAVE MEDICAID?

WL  You may qualify for
FREE transportation.

transportation

to anywhere in Colorado
and border state
approved cities for
Medicaid insured rides
to and from Medicaid
providers

Pre-approval and
24-hour notice
required.

Call WIP/A1 Taxi to get
yourself set up.
970-731-4081

Also Durango Airport Shuttle - Taxi Service - Weddings
Charter Service « Private Parties

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc

Call 970-731-4081 for scheduling
PUC# 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

Sell it

in the classifieds

Cars * Bikes ® Houses ® Land * Saddles » Hay ® Goats
Horses ® Boats ¢ Tools ¢ Furniture ® You name it!

To place your classified ad, call
(970) 264-2100

When your home floods - whether from a burst pipe, storm, or appliance failure -
it's easy to feel overwhelmed. But one of the worst things you can do is wait too long to
start the drying process. Please see our blog for comprehensive information.

Fire Restoration
Water Extraction
Mold Remediation

Smoke and Odor Removal
Crawlspace Inspections/Work

Structural Drying

Lars Schneider 970-946-0238 | BJ Jones 970-749-9028
MountainMenDM.com « mail@mountainmendm.com

NATIONALLY LICENSED

Disaster Restoration
Flood Mitigation
Call us today!

INSURED

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with
punctuality.

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service
you and your family through providing quality in our
work, and being timely and efficient.

Don't forget to check your crawl spaces for standing
water. Water mixed with the normal environments
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump
system installations and repairs as well as moisture
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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DUST?2 team ends regular season at Chalk Creek Stampede

By Adelyn Hittle
DUST2

Putting an end to a spectacular
regular season, the Pagosa Springs
DUST?2 high school mountain biking
team attended its lastrace of the regu-
lar season in Nathrop, Colo. (eleva-
tion 7687 feet), on Saturday, Oct. 4.

The course is located at the base
of Mt. Princeton, creating striking
views across the venue. The course
features a 6.7-mile loop running
counterclockwise with 443 feet of
elevation gain per lap, including a mix
of sandy, cactus-lined singletrack;
technical downhills that plunge into
the beautiful bottom of Chalk Creek;
and pedally double and singletrack
to end the course.

Varsity raced three laps of the
course and the other categories raced
two laps. The theme of this race was
“Bike Rodeo,” and all of the DUST2
members made sure to show off their
western attire. On Saturday morning,
the racers prompted a flash mob in
which they danced one line dance
and one western swing dance to try
to win the team spirit contest for this
race.

The freshman boys began the
exciting day of racing bright and
early.

At 8:30 a.m., the freshman boys
began their race with four Pagosa
racers and 67 athletes overall.

The first to race in was Max Rouke-
ma in 31st position with a time of
one hour, seven minutes to score 326
points for the team. The next to come
in was Ward Halterman in 38th posi-
tion with a time of 1:10, scoring 306
points. Amon Phillips raced across
the line in 41st position, earning 300
points, with a time of 1:12. Drake An-
derson came in shortly after in 64th
position, earning 272 points, with a
time of 1:46.

At 10:15 a.m., the Colorado High
School Mountain Bike League rec-
ognized all of the 2026 seniors with
a senior sendoff where all of the
seniors rode through the pit zone
areas receiving applause and recog-
nition from everyone present. Pagosa
has two seniors, Kaylee Hensle and
Weston Phillips, who are both legacy
riders (they have raced all four years
of high school). Since Phillips and
Hensle are legacy riders, they re-
ceived gold race plates at the begin-
ning of the season, and commemora-
tive belt buckles.

The next categories to race were
the junior varsity, sophomore and
freshmen girls at 11:05 a.m., with a
DUST2 racer in each category.

Hensle sped in with a time of 1:25,
placing 24th and scoring 392 points
for the team. In the sophomore divi-
sion, Gianna Shaeffer came in fifth
out of 18 girls with a time of 1:09 and
scored 464 points for the team with
the only DUST2 podium finish of the
day. In the freshmen category, Quinn
Howard placed 11th out of 29 girls

HUNTING

fora
COLORADO

PROPERTY?

Homes | Cabins | Ranches
Vacant Land | Commercial
Southwest Colorado Property

I'd Like to Work for You!
Call me today at (970) 946-3480

Debbie Loewen, Broker Associate
debbie@ownpagosa.com (970) 946-3480

Wolf Creek Realty
448 Pagosa Street
www.OwnPagosa.com

2016 & 2018 SPIRIT AWARD, 2019 REALTOR OF THE YEAR

Is Your Vehicle
Ready For The Cold
‘Winter Ahead?

Don’t wait until your
% car doesn’t start!
Winterize it today!

10% OFF

Full Service
I Oil Change

I Bring in or mention this ad for this
limited time offer. Shop supplies and tax

I not included. See the friendly Pros at
Piedra Automotive for details. May not

Vehicle
Winterization

I Bring in or mention this ad for this
limited time offer. Shop supplies and tax
not included. See the friendly Pros at
Piedra Automotive for details. May not be

‘ combined with other offers. Max discount
$50. Offer ends 11/20/25.

DPiodra Automotive

 10% OFF

‘ be combined with other offers. Offer ends
11/20/25.

JV rider Van Halterman, junior, vies for his position in the JV boys’ race at the Oct. 4 Chalk Creek Stampede

in Nathrop.

with a time of 1:14, scoring 420 points.

The JVboys were the next division
to roll out at 12:30 p.m. with four
Pagosa athletes. The first to come in
for Pagosa was junior Justin Sewell in
26th with a time of 59 minutes (384
points). Shortly after Sewell, junior
Jackson Chaney came in with a time
of 1:01 to place 32nd (363 points). Ju-
nior Aaron Sowle was the next Pagosa
rider to come in at 43rd place with a
time of 1:02 (336 points). Junior Van
Halterman came in shortly after with

Photo courtesy Janine Emmets

Senior and Varsity rider Weston Phillips, senior, sprints to finish his 20-
mile race at the Chalk Creek Stampede on Saturday, Oct. 4.

atime of 1:09 to place 78th out of 114
participants (298 points).

The last category of the day to roll
out was the varsity division, racing
three laps at 1:55 p.m., with two
representing Pagosa athletes. In the
boys’ division of 36 riders, Weston
Phillips came across the line in 27th
with a time of 1:28 (415 points). In the
girls’ division, Adelyn Hittle finished
in eighth position out of 17 girls with
a time of 1:36 (516 points).

When asked about how the team
did and what the athletes’ training
was like to get to this race, coach
Janine Emmets responded, “It'sbeen
amazing to watch our team race this
year. We started our training two
weeks earlier this year and the results
were evident. We placed fifth overall
in our division this season, and had
athletes finishing in the top 10 at
every race. What sticks out the most
about our team is the support that
they show each other. If they aren’t
racing, they are at the sidelines cheer-
ing on their teammates and waiting at
the finish line to congratulate them.
The team camaraderie is such a joy
for me to see”

Overall, the race day was another
huge success filled with grit, support,
dancing and fun. Most of the athletes
rushed home to finish the full day
with the Pagosa Springs High School
homecoming dance, making it a day
to remember.

The athletes are excited to com-
pete at Glenwood Springs for the
state race to finish out the season on
Oct. 18 and 19.

(970) 731-3335 2 TOWING &

EMERGENCY
505 Piedra Rd. ROADSIDE
Open 7 AM - 6 PM Mon. - Thur. Hour ASSISTANCE

Photo courtesy Janine Emmets

We built our business
on Excellence &
Customer Service

Give us a call and experience the difference!

970-582-3225

We are off Piedra & Hwy. 160 next to the bank
9 Solomon Dr, Unit 1

Open Mon-Fri ¢ 8 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m.

Local. Knowledgeable.
Dependable & Reliable
Independently Owned and Operated
Best in Customer Service
Proven Safety Record
Over 150 Years Combined Experience

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
970-582-3225

arrowheadpropaneco.com

Wed love to be your propane supplier!
Come, see us today.



B2 — The Pagosa Springs SUN — Thursday, October 9, 2025




Education

Section

The Pagosa Springs SUN — Thursday, October 9, 2025

CMAS results: Percent of students who met or exceeded expectations

Math Grade 3

Math Grade 4

Math Grade 5

Math Grade 6

Math Grade 7

Math Grade 8

English Language Arts Grade 3
English Language Arts Grade 4
English Language Arts Grade 5
English Language Arts Grade 6
English Language Arts Grade 7
English Language Arts Grade 8
Science Grade 5

Science Grade 8

Science Grade 11

PSAT Grade 9
PSAT Grade 10
SAT Grade 11

Archuleta Alamosa

RG]

Durango Ignacio

Montezuma-

Cortez State average

An * denotes a sample size too small to report.

Numbers listed above include all applicable schools within each district as provided by Colorado Department of Education.

School boards discuss assessment data

By Randi Pierce and Clayton
Chaney
Staff Writers

The staff and boards overseeing
Archuleta County’s public schools
recently discussed the district’s and
schools’ spring 2025 standardized
assessments.

The Archuleta School District
Board of Directors and Superinten-
dentRick Holt discussed the district’s
results on the Colorado Measure of
Academic Success (CMAS), PSAT
and SAT on Sept. 9, with the Pagosa
Peak Open School (PPOS) Board of
Directors and School Director Emily
Murphy discussing PPOS’s CMAS
results on Sept. 17.

ASD

At the Sept. 9 meeting, Holt pre-
sented the assessment data as part
of a larger strategic initiative update.

He highlighted that the number of
students who have met or exceeded
standards has continued to grow in
English language arts (ELA).

Overall for grades three through
eight in ELA, 42 percent of students
met or exceeded standards on the
CMAS test during the 2024-2025
school year, even with 2023-2024,
though the percentage of students in
the category for exceeding standards
increased from 6 percent to 7 percent.

During the 2022-2023 school year,
32 percent of students met or exceed-
ed expectations, while in 2021-2022,
that number was 28 percent.

“That number has continued to
grow over time,” Holt said. “We
didn’t see the kind of growth that
we had seen from [2023] to [2024],
but, frankly, that was such a big step
that I was really please to see that we
were, yeah, consistently making small
growth there.”

Holt added the goal is to keep the
number of students in the lowest cat-
egory, not yet meeting expectations,
closer to 10 percent, but that that is
something the district is working on.

For 2024-2025, 17 percent of stu-
dents fell into that category, up from
14 percent in 2023-2024. In 2022-
2023, that figure was 18 percent, and
in 2021-2022, it was 21 percent.

Holt noted the district was in a
similar situation with its math per-
formance.

In 2024-2025, 29 percent of stu-
dents met or exceeded expectations,
with 3 percent falling into the ex-
ceeded category. The year prior, 28
percent of students fell into the top
two categories, with 2 percent ex-
ceeding expectations. In 2022-2023,
21 percent met or exceeded, with that
figure being 18 percentin 2021-2022,
with both years having 1 percent of
students in the top performance tier.

“We held onto the growth we
made,” Holt said. “I was very encour-
aged.”

For 2024-2025, 19 percent of stu-
dents fell into the not yet meeting
expectations category, compared to
16 percent in 2023-2024, 24 percent in
2022-2023 and 25 percentin 2021-2022.

Holt then presented on profi-
ciency trends in the district, calling
it “pretty remarkable” that ELA and
math were both increasing by roughly
the same rate each year, with equal
growth in both areas.

He noted the growth was a little
flatter last year, but that the district
is still headed in the right direction.

He added that the state profi-
ciency level has gained at a slower
rate than the district’s.

Holt then noted it isn’t just about
the district’s performance, but that it
wants to be a value-add program that
sees students growing.

He noted the district’s 2024-2025
CMAS ELA growth was in the 55th
percentile, with math growth falling
at the 50th percentile.

Holt then presented on
proficiency trends in the
district, calling it “pretty

remarkable” that ELA

and math were both
increasing by roughly
the same rate each year,
with equal growth in
both areas.

He added the goal is to stay be-
tween the 55th and 63rd percentiles.

“We need to keep that number up
so that we continue to make growth
towards state averages and that even-
tually exceed state averages,” he said.

Holt then transitioned to discuss-
ing the PSAT and SAT, which he
explained are looked at in terms of a
mean scale score, or the average score
students are receiving.

Students take the PSAT in ninth
and 10th grade, while students take
the SAT in 11th grade.

Holt indicated there were slight
increases in the PSAT and a slight
decrease in the SAT, but nothing to
be concerned about.

Holt noted the district’s minority
students are performing closer to the
state average in reading and writing
than its nonminority students.

Holt acknowledged there’s more
to growth and performance than the
academic side and later explained
that the schools can see the diagnos-
tic results and make adjustments to
what they are teaching.

PPOS

At the Sept. 17 PPOS board meet-
ing, Murphy began by explaining there
were a one-year, two-year, multiyear
and 2025 CMAS report to review.

She noted the focus of the school
is the current year CMAS results.

“What I'd like to focus on for this
year is increasing the number of
students who are meeting expecta-
tions” instead of focusing on certain
percentile marks, she said.

Murphy explained that one of the
main focuses of the school’s major
improvement strategy is its math
interventionist programs.

She noted that the first challenge
to focus on is achievement in ELA,
and then the math growth goal.

Murphy noted that when looking
at percentages of students who met
or exceeded expectations, it grew
from 24.5 percentin 2023-2024 to 32.1
percent in 2024-2025.

In regard to growth in math, Mur-
phy commented that “what is actually

interesting about this” is that 75 per-
cent of students who met or exceeded
expectations were returning students
at PPOS, while only 25 percent of stu-
dents who have not met or exceeded
expectations were returning students.

Murphy commented that there
“has to be more to this,” but men-
tioned that it indicated to her that if

the school can hold onto its students,
achieving the math growth goal is
realistic.

PERSONALIZED,
AFFORDABLE

HEALTHCARE

WITHOUT

New Hairv Salon

Familiar names and faces
Mariah, owner

190 Village Dr ) : '
Unit C-6 stylists Taylor, Candice and Miranda
(970)585-7904 '

> Asle about owv Fall Specials

wildflowersalonpagosa Call today to schedule your personal appointment

Fall is here,
SNOW iS near,
come rent a Deere!

Man Lifts « Pole Saws
Brush Hogs « Trenchers
Log Splitters
Wood Chippers
Power Rakes - Skid Steers

Pickup and delivery Excavators and much more!
for equipment rentals

available!

See our full line of equipment
on pinevalleyrental.com

391 Bastille Drive - (970) 731-4410

Open House
and Ribbon Cutting

this Friday the 10™

10am-1pm!

Discover a new option
for primary care!

Your membership can be
paid with your HSA/FSA

Direct Primary Care

e Care on your
schedule

e Self-Scheduling

e Access tome

through secure

text, secure

messaging, No

phone trees

www.goodworkspagosd.com

Medicaid not eligible*

Integrative Medicine*

Dr. Julie - a board certified Family
Physician with 18 years’ experience
offers compassionate, root-cause
care through integrative medicine
and direct primary care—helping
patients thrive with a relational
approach.

Membership Rates

e Simple, low-cost
memberships that
make quality care
accessible for all
ages.

e Low-cost labs, in-
house testing, and
pathways to
inexpensive

medications

970-557-7147
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Photos courtesy Pagosa Springs High School
Homecoming at Pagosa Springs High School included a number of tra-

ditional activities last week, including a dance, pep rally, sports and more.
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Outdoors

October Big Day, Migratory Bird Day activities planned for Oct. 11

By Jean Zirnhelt
Weminuche Audubon Society

Two fall events that celebrate birds
occur this week on Saturday, Oct. 11,
and you can participate.

October Big Day brings together
people who care about birds and
contribute to the effort to understand
how bird populations are faring
worldwide. Every year the number
of participants increases. The spring
counterpart to this event, held in
May, was tallied by 1.8 million birders
from 204 countries, showcasing how
the love of birds can unite people
worldwide.

Adding to this important dataset

is easy. Simply list the bird species
and numbers of each that you see
in any location and enter your data
on ebird.org. You may count for as
little as 10 minutes anytime between
midnight and midnight on Oct. 10 to
participate. Count birds atyour home
or submit a list from your favorite
location to watch birds. Every bird
counts. If you are new to ebird, visit
ebird.org to learn how to set up an
account.

Also occurring on Saturday, Oct.
11, is World Migratory Bird Day. The
goal of this global effortis to raise the
awareness of migratory birds and the
need for international cooperation to
conserve them.

Migratory birds rely on good habi-
tat at their winter homes, along the
paths of their spring and fall journeys,
and in their summer breeding areas
to survive. They may travel through
several countries each year.

The theme of this year’s Migratory
Bird Days is “Shared Spaces.” This
movement is dedicated to creating
bird-friendly cities and communities.

Urban development and other
human activities pose survival chal-
lenges to birds and other wildlife who
share the earth with us. In addition
to urging area officials and develop-
ers to utilize bird-friendly practices
in new planning, there are simple
actions that we can take to protect

Colorado wildlife on the move

Colorado State Patrol

Wildlife-vehicle collisions can
happen year-round, but there is an
increase during the winter migration
season, especially between dusk and
dawn hours, when animals move
to lower elevations for the coming
winter.

Many species of Colorado wildlife
are highly vulnerable to being struck
at this time of year because it is also
their peak mating season. They are
more mobile, easily distracted and
more likely to be crossing roadways.

“Last year troopers responded to
3,777 crashes involving wildlife, with
October, November and December
as the most active months,” explained
Col. Matthew C. Packard, chief of the
Colorado State Patrol. “Whether it is
elkin the high country or pronghorn on
the plains, there is no area of our state
that doesn’t have wildlife. So, it is up
to all of us to remove distractions and
watch out for these beautiful animals”

Some of the most high-risk areas,
according to Colorado Parks and

Wildlife, include:

e Interstate 70 (Floyd Hill, Mt.
Vernon Canyon and Eagle).

« U.S. 285 (Morrison).

e U.S. 160 (Durango to Pagosa
Springs and Durango to Mancos).

¢ U.S. 550 (north of Durango and
from Montrose to Ouray).

o Interstate 25 (Castle Rock to
Larkspur).

e Colo. 82 (Glenwood Springs to
Aspen).

« U.S. 36 (Boulder to Lyons).

« Colo. 93 (Golden to Boulder).

Wildlife collisions cause heavy
damage and frequently the animal
does not survive. The most effective
way to reduce the likelihood of a
crash and the intensity of the damage
is for drivers to drive the posted speed
limit. And, if for any reason visibility
is decreased, they should consider
reducing speed further.

Tips for avoiding a
wildlife crash

e Don’t exceed the speed limit.
« Scan roads (or shoulders) for

movement, eye shine.

« Use bright lights at night when
safe and flash your lights at oncoming
cars to warn of wildlife on the road.

o If you have time and space be-
hind you, stop for wildlife on the
road/use hazard lights.

» Be aware of groups: Remember
that if you see one animal, there may
be others nearby.

Ifyou encounter an animal and do
not have time to safely brake in a
straight line, the right choice is to
drive through, keeping in your lane.
Ifyou are traveling in an outside lane
with the white stripe to your right or
a single lane, angle slightly to hit the
butt of the animal. Never swerve or
jerk your vehicle’s wheel.

Ifyou are involved in a crash with
an animal, the Colorado State Patrol
wants you to call 911 just as you
would in any other emergency. In
addition, if you witness wildlife in
distress from possibly being struck on
or near the side of the road, call *CSP
for the proper resource to be notified
and sent to the scene.

Pagosa Sports Massage

Athletics o General Wellness o Stress Management
Pain Relief o Circulation Improvement e Recovery Support

Sciatica  Hand or Arm e Carpal Tunnel ¢ Knee, Back & Hip

Call Nicole today to schedule (720) 999-0280

Conveniently located downtown

birds. Among them are treating glass
to prevent bird strikes, planting
native plants in your home space,
keeping cats indoors, providing clean
water all year, eliminating pesticide
use, keeping skies dark at night and
purchasing sustainably grown foods
like shade-grown coffee that support
birds where they winter.

Following are some tips from
Audubon Rockies for creating a bird-
friendly yard.

This fall, go easy on yard cleanup.
Leave those dead flower heads and
ornamental grasses rich with seeds
standing to provide winter food for
birds. Protect over-wintering insects
by raking leaves into tree and shrub
beds or into small piles in your yard
for winter insulation. If practical,
provide a small brush pile.

And, plan for spring additions of
native plants to your living space by
checking out Habitat Hero resources
on audubon.org/rockies.

FREE QUOTES
706-410-4997

INFO (O SANJUANARBORISTS.COM
BoNDED -

LICENSED - INSURED

SAN JUAN ARBORISTS

TREE SERVICE PROVIDER

- Tree Trimming and Pruning

- Hazard Tree Removals

- Lot Clearing & Fire Mitigation
- Cabling and Bracing

FProfessional Directory

Accounting

JJ] ACCOUNTING
SERVICES

We can assist you with the following:
» Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
« Payroll and Payroll Taxes ¢ W2s & 1099s
» Income Taxes:
Personal « LLC « Partnerships
Corporations e Electronic Filing

264-5330 ¢ 191 Talisman Dr. #103 « FAX 264-4451

Mortgages

TOP LENDER
IN THE COUNTRY

Why work with big banks
when we can provide you
with more options, faster
closings, and better service?

Call Carrie today to learn
about our many advantages.

Carrie Blue
Sr. Loan Officer | NMLS # 177666
chlue@trustedrate.com

EXTENSION VIEWPOINTS (949) 683-4646 Call &Text

Weed management on sensitive sites

By Ethan Proud and Cindi
Galabota
SUN Columnists

Weeding is a quintessential part of
gardening, whether it be vegetable or
ornamental or nature’s garden, for
invasive species.

In sensitive sites, the best recom-
mendation is usually to simply hand-
pull the undesirable plant.

When it comes to species like field
bindweed and Canada thistle, this
recommendation comes with a lot
of laborious hours spent on all fours
teasing roots from the ground that will
inevitably come back as the plants form
a clonal colony and can have roots
up to 30 feet long. That means that
they have a lot of root reserves to feed
aboveground growth, and you may
have decades of weeding ahead of you.

In other cases, you may be manag-
ing a huge infestation of noxious
weeds around a commodity that you
want to protect and hand-pulling is
not an option, and disking or tilling
would also hurt the desirable species
you want to keep.

In these situations, herbicides can
be used judiciously to decrease the
coverage of weeds and increase space
available for the desirable species.
The first step is to determine which
areas need treated carefully and
what level of nontarget damage is
acceptable. If no nontarget damage is
acceptable, you can use Solo cups or
cardboard to create a physical barrier
between the weed and the plant you
want to keep. It'simportant that these
barriers get discarded and not reused
after the application.

Not all herbicides are created
equal, as some have a longer residual
and can be taken up via the roots of
nearby plants. In sensitive sites, use
herbicides that have a short soil re-
sidual to prevent damage after the
application. It’s important to also
consider the volatility of a productand
the temperature of the day you will be
applying it so the product does not
evaporate and damage nearby plants.

As always when using an herbi-
cide, read the label; it’s the law.

Other sensitive sites can include:
around trees, riparian areas, drain-
ages, etc. For these some of the same
precautions can be used and, if ap-
plying near water, make sure that the
product label permits such use.

Archuleta County Weed and Pest
is your local resource for managing
noxious weed populations and con-
trolling other pests.

Be Prepared for an

Emergency workshop

There will be a Be Prepared for an
Emergency workshop with Cindi
Galabota, CSU Extension director;
Lacy Capre, Archuleta County Pub-
lic Health outreach specialist; and
guests on Nov. 8 at 10 a.m. at the CSU
Extension building at 344 U.S. 84.

This free workshop will cover the
best practices for preparing for and
recovery from winter emergencies.

Women in Ag conference

The third annual Women In Ag
state conference — “A Climate of Resil-
ience” — will take place on Nov. 13 and
14 atthe La Plata County Fairgrounds.

This is an engaging and empower-
ing event focused on educational
opportunities and networking for

JOIN OURTE

ADVERTISING
ACCOUNT
EXECUTIVE

women across the state involved in
all types of agriculture, from small
farms and nontraditional agriculture
to large cow-calf ranches.

Save the date

Save the date: There will be a CSU
Extension Open House on Nov. 18
from 5 to 7 p.m. Meet our team and
learn how we can help you and help
our community.

CPR and first aid classes

CPR and first aid certification
classes are offered every other month
atthe CSU Extension office, generally
on the third Monday and Wednesday
from 6 to 10 p.m. The cost for the
classes is $80 for combined CPR/first
aid and $55 for CPR, first aid or recer-
tification. Call the Extension office at
(970) 264-5931 to register.

Attorney

Daniel L. Fiedler
Attorney at Law

Estate Planning  Wills ¢ Trusts
Probate ¢ Elder Law

970-507-8528

190 Talisman Drive, Suite D-6
next to Restoration Church, behind City Market

V.

Join our Professional Directory.

$35 per week, 4 week minimum with no changes to ad.
Call today! (970) 264-2100

Storage & Office

Pagosa Springs

Mini Storage

14th St. at 15th Place

behind Home Expo Center

Prices start
at $2500

Sizes available: 5'x5’, 5'x10’,
10'x10’, 10’x15’, 10'x20’, and 10’x30’

For rental information call
Chris (970) 749-2867

O'Rourke Media Group is recruiting for an Advertising Account Executive. We're seeking a proven sales professional that has a demonstrated track record
of driving growth and new business development. Great opportunity for an experienced media sales rep, recent college grad or those looking to make a

career change from outside of the media business. We offer an excellent compensation plan ranging from $50K to $100K+, great support and training, a
fun work environment and lots of autonomy.

« Actas the primary point of contact for
assigned clients.

« Build and maintain strong, long-lasting
client relationships.

« Understand clients' business
objectives and advertising needs.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES

Client Management:

Strategy Development:

« Collaborate with internal teams
to develop effective advertising
campaigns.

« Present campaign proposals to
clients and negotiate terms.

« Monitor campaign performance
and adjust strategies as needed.

+ Meet and exceed sales targets.

Sales and Business Development: Reporting and Analysis:

« Identify and pursue new business « Provide regular reports on
opportunities. campaign progress and results.

« Prepare and deliver sales « Analyze data to identify trends
presentations. and insights.

« Engage in networking activities. « Present findings to clients and

internal teams.

OMG is a family-owned, diversified media company that was formed in 2018. Originally just a holding company that owned a few newspapers, O'Rourke
Media Group (OMG) has established itself as an industry-leading, digital media company comprising a cutting edge digital agency and an impressive
group of award-winning, hyper-local print newspapers and niche magazines. OMG now operates in eight states, 36 markets with over 50 publications and
hyper-local websites. For more company information, please go to our website at www.orourkemediagroup.com.

POSITION OVERVIEW

The Advertising Account Executive is responsible for managing client relationships, developing advertising strategies, and ensuring client satisfaction.
This role requires a blend of sales, marketing, and communication skills.

QUALIFICATIONS

Bachelor's degree in Marketing, Advertising,
Business Administration, or a related field.

Proven experience in sales or account management,
preferably in the advertising industry.

Strong communication, negotiation, and
presentation skills.

Ability to build and maintain client relationships.

Excellent analytical and problem-solving abilities.

Client Relationship Management
Sales and Business Development
Strategic Planning
Communication and Presentation

Data Analysis

es should apply directly with an email message and resume to Jim O’'Rourke

yurkemediagroup.com. Feel free to provide Linked In credentials as well.




B4 — The Pagosa Springs SUN — Thursday, October 9, 2025

The Oct. 4 Archuleta Health Fair and Expo was a success, providing a variety of services and information to community members.

Public Notices

Photos courtesy Healthy Archuleta

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, STATE
OF COLORADO

Archuleta District Court

109 Harman Park Drive

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

YOLANDA HYLTON, ERNESTO J. MORENO, MAR-
GARITA DELAROSA, CECELIA PERDUE, EDU-
ARDO MORENO, JOSEPH DOMINGUEZ, LINDA
DURAZO, LOIS AARON, MARIA E. ALVARADO,
MICHAEL HANSON, FRANCES HENDERSON, DALE
HANSON, REBECCA THORPE.

Plaintiffs,

V.
THE CHAVEZ FAMILY TRUST; CHRISTOPHER
CHAVEZ, as Personal Representative of THE ES-
TATE OF JOSE NEMENCIO CHAVEZ, as Personal
Representative of THE ESTATE OF AURELIA
CHAVEZ, and as an individual

Defendants,

V.
JULIAN J. MORENO, MICHAEL MORENO, ANTONIO
MORENO, MELVIN MORENO JR., DAVID MORENO,
MARTIN JAMES, SEDONDINO MORENO, ANITA
MORENO, MONA CERVANTES, LOLA MORENO,
LIZA MORENO, LAURA MORENO, FRANCES P.
AARON, and OTHER VARIOUS INTERESTED PAR-
TIES HEREIN IDENTIFIED AS “JOHN DOES” OR
“JANE DOES”,

Interested Parties.

Attorneys for Plaintiffs:

Joseph N. Harrell, #52695

Stephen T. Scheffel, #54050

Thomas N. Scheffel & Associates, P.C.

3801 E. Florida Ave., Suite 600

Denver, CO 80210

Phone: (303) 759-5937

Fax Number: (303) 759-9726

Email: jharrell@tnslaw.com

Case No.: Div.:

DISTRICT COURT SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT: CHRISTO-
PHER CHAVEZ, individually
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to ap-
pear and defend against the claims of the Complaint
filed with the Court in this action, by filing with the clerk
of this Court an answer or other response. You are
required to file your answer or other response within
35" days after the service of this summons upon you.
Service of this summons shall be complete on the day
of the last publication. A copy of the Complaint may be
obtained from the clerk of the Court.

If you fail to file your answer or other response to the
Complaint in writing within 35* days after the date of the
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the
Complaint without further notice.

This action concerns the ownership and distribution of
certain real properties previously held by the Estates
of Jose Nemencio Chavez and Aurelia Chavez. Plain-
tiffs assert that they hold valid and enforceable owner-
ship interests in the subject properties as heirs to the
estates. Plaintiffs seek a declaratory judgment under
Colorado Rule of Civil Procedure 57 to determine the
validity and extent of their ownership interests in the
properties. Additionally, Plaintiffs assert claims for un-
just enrichment, alleging that Defendants have ben-
efited from the use and sale of the properties without
compensating Plaintiffs. Plaintiffs request an award of
damages, interest, attorneys’ fees, and any other relief
deemed just and proper by the Court.

Dated this 30th day of September, 2025.

Published in the: Pagosa Springs Sun.

First Publication: October 9, 2025.

Last Publication: November 6, 2025.

TNS ASSOCIATES, P.C.

/s/Joseph N. Harrell

Joseph N. Harrell, #52695

Stephen T. Scheffel, #54050

3801 E Florida Ave., Ste. 600

Denver, CO 80210

Phone: (303) 759-5937

Emails: jharrell@tnslaw.com

sscheffel@tnslaw.com

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS

(This summons is issued pursuant to Rule 4(g), Col-
orado Rules of Civil Procedure. This form should
not be used where personal service is desired.)
(TO THE CLERK: When this summons is issued by the
clerk of the court, the signature block for the clerk or
deputy should be provided by stamp, or typewriter, in
the space to the left of the attorney’s name.)

*Rule 12(a), C.R.C.P, allows-35 days for answer or
response where service of process is by publication.
However, under various statutes, a different response
time is set forth; e.g., §38-6-104, C.R.S. (eminent do-
main); §38-36-121, C.R.S. (Torrens registration).
Published October 9, 16, 23, 30 and November 6, 2025
in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (275121)

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, STATE
OF COLORADO

Archuleta District Court

109 Harman Park Drive

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

YOLANDA HYLTON, ERNESTO J. MORENO, MAR-
GARITA DELAROSA, CECELIA PERDUE, EDU-
ARDO MORENO, JOSEPH DOMINGUEZ, LINDA
DURAZO, LOIS AARON, MARIA E. ALVARADO,
MICHAEL HANSON, FRANCES HENDERSON, DALE
HANSON, REBECCA THORPE.

Plaintiffs,

V.
THE CHAVEZ FAMILY TRUST; CHRISTOPHER
CHAVEZ, as Personal Representative of THE ES-
TATE OF JOSE NEMENCIO CHAVEZ, as Personal
Representative of THE ESTATE OF AURELIA
CHAVEZ, and as an individual

Defendants,

V.
JULIAN J. MORENO, MICHAEL MORENO, ANTONIO
MORENO, MELVIN MORENO JR., DAVID MORENO,
MARTIN JAMES, SEDONDINO MORENO, ANITA
MORENO, MONA CERVANTES, LOLA MORENO,
LIZA MORENO, LAURA MORENO, FRANCES P.
AARON, and OTHER VARIOUS INTERESTED PAR-
TIES HEREIN IDENTIFIED AS “JOHN DOES” OR
“JANE DOES”,

Interested Parties.

Attorneys for Plaintiffs:

Joseph N. Harrell, #52695

Stephen T. Scheffel, #54050

Thomas N. Scheffel & Associates, P.C.

3801 E. Florida Ave., Suite 600

Denver, CO 80210

Phone: (303) 759-5937

Fax Number: (303) 759-9726

Email: jharrell@tnslaw.com

Case No.: Div.:

DISTRICT COURT SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT: CHRISTO-
PHER CHAVEZ, as Trustee of THE CHAVEZ TRUST
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to ap-
pear and defend against the claims of the Complaint
filed with the Court in this action, by filing with the clerk
of this Court an answer or other response. You are
required to file your answer or other response within
35" days after the service of this summons upon you.
Service of this summons shall be complete on the day
of the last publication. A copy of the Complaint may be
obtained from the clerk of the Court.

If you fail to file your answer or other response to the
Complaint in writing within 35* days after the date of the
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the
Complaint without further notice.

This action concerns the ownership and distribution of
certain real properties previously held by the Estates
of Jose Nemencio Chavez and Aurelia Chavez. Plain-
tiffs assert that they hold valid and enforceable owner-
ship interests in the subject properties as heirs to the
estates. Plaintiffs seek a declaratory judgment under
Colorado Rule of Civil Procedure 57 to determine the
validity and extent of their ownership interests in the
properties. Additionally, Plaintiffs assert claims for un-
just enrichment, alleging that Defendants have ben-
efited from the use and sale of the properties without
compensating Plaintiffs. Plaintiffs request an award of
damages, interest, attorneys’ fees, and any other relief
deemed just and proper by the Court.

Dated this 30th day of September, 2025.

Published in the: Pagosa Springs Sun.

First Publication: October 9, 2025.

Last Publication: November 6, 2025.

TNS ASSOCIATES, P.C.

/s/Joseph N. Harrell

Joseph N. Harrell, #52695

Stephen T. Scheffel, #54050

3801 E Florida Ave., Ste. 600

Denver, CO 80210

Phone: (303) 759-5937

Emails: jharrell@tnslaw.com

sscheffel@tnslaw.com

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS

(This summons is issued pursuant to Rule 4(g), Col-
orado Rules of Civil Procedure. This form should
not be used where personal service is desired.)
(TO THE CLERK: When this summons is issued by the
clerk of the court, the signature block for the clerk or
deputy should be provided by stamp, or typewriter, in
the space to the left of the attorney’s name.)

*Rule 12(a), C.R.C.P,, allows-35 days for answer or
response where service of process is by publication.
However, under various statutes, a different response
time is set forth; e.g., §38-6-104, C.R.S. (eminent do-
main); §38-36-121, C.R.S. (Torrens registration).
Published October 9, 16, 23, 30 and November 6, 2025
in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (275122)

DISTRICT COURT, ARCHULETA COUNTY, STATE
OF COLORADO

Archuleta District Court

109 Harman Park Drive

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

YOLANDA HYLTON, ERNESTO J. MORENO, MAR-
GARITA DELAROSA, CECELIA PERDUE, EDU-
ARDO MORENO, JOSEPH DOMINGUEZ, LINDA
DURAZO, LOIS AARON, MARIA E. ALVARADO,
MICHAEL HANSON, FRANCES HENDERSON, DALE
HANSON, REBECCA THORPE.

Plaintiffs,

V.
THE CHAVEZ FAMILY TRUST; CHRISTOPHER
CHAVEZ, as Personal Representative of THE ES-
TATE OF JOSE NEMENCIO CHAVEZ, as Personal
Representative of THE ESTATE OF AURELIA
CHAVEZ, and as an individual

Defendants,

V.
JULIAN J. MORENO, MICHAEL MORENO, ANTONIO
MORENO, MELVIN MORENO JR., DAVID MORENO,
MARTIN JAMES, SEDONDINO MORENO, ANITA
MORENO, MONA CERVANTES, LOLA MORENO,
LIZA MORENO, LAURA MORENO, FRANCES P.
AARON, and OTHER VARIOUS INTERESTED PAR-
TIES HEREIN IDENTIFIED AS “JOHN DOES” OR
“JANE DOES”,

Interested Parties.

Attorneys for Plaintiffs:

Joseph N. Harrell, #52695

Stephen T. Scheffel, #54050

Thomas N. Scheffel & Associates, P.C.

3801 E. Florida Ave., Suite 600

Denver, CO 80210

Phone: (303) 759-5937

Fax Number: (303) 759-9726

Email: jharrell@tnslaw.com

Case No.: Div.:

DISTRICT COURT SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
TO THE ABOVE NAMED DEFENDANT: CHRISTO-
PHER CHAVEZ, as Personal Representative of THE
ESTATE OF JOSE NEMENCIO CHAVEZ
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to ap-
pear and defend against the claims of the Complaint
filed with the Court in this action, by filing with the clerk
of this Court an answer or other response. You are
required to file your answer or other response within
35* days after the service of this summons upon you.
Service of this summons shall be complete on the day
of the last publication. A copy of the Complaint may be
obtained from the clerk of the Court.

If you fail to file your answer or other response to the
Complaint in writing within 35* days after the date of the
last publication, judgment by default may be rendered
against you by the court for the relief demanded in the
Complaint without further notice.

This action concerns the ownership and distribution of
certain real properties previously held by the Estates
of Jose Nemencio Chavez and Aurelia Chavez. Plain-
tiffs assert that they hold valid and enforceable owner-
ship interests in the subject properties as heirs to the
estates. Plaintiffs seek a declaratory judgment under
Colorado Rule of Civil Procedure 57 to determine the
validity and extent of their ownership interests in the
properties. Additionally, Plaintiffs assert claims for un-
just enrichment, alleging that Defendants have ben-
efited from the use and sale of the properties without
compensating Plaintiffs. Plaintiffs request an award of
damages, interest, attorneys’ fees, and any other relief
deemed just and proper by the Court.

Dated this 30th day of September, 2025.

Published in the: Pagosa Springs Sun.

First Publication: October 9, 2025.

Last Publication: November 6, 2025.

TNS ASSOCIATES, P.C.

/s/Joseph N. Harrell

Joseph N. Harrell, #52695

Stephen T. Scheffel, #54050

3801 E Florida Ave., Ste. 600

Denver, CO 80210

Phone: (303) 759-5937

Emails: jharrell@tnslaw.com

sscheffel@tnslaw.com

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS

(This summons is issued pursuant to Rule 4(g), Colo-
rado Rules of Civil Procedure. This form should not be
used where personal service is desired.)

(TO THE CLERK: When this summons is issued by
the clerk of the court, the signature block for the
clerk or deputy should be provided by stamp, or
typewriter, in the space to the left of the attorney’s
name.)

*Rule 12(a), C.R.C.P., allows-35 days for answer or
response where service of process is by publication.
However, under various statutes, a different response
time is set forth; e.g., §38-6-104, C.R.S. (eminent do-
main); §38-36-121, C.R.S. (Torrens registration).
Published October 9, 16, 23, 30 and November 6, 2025

in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (275123)

FOR PLANNIN MMI:
ber 23, 2025

LPEA has applied for a utility substation, BOARD CON-
DITIONAL USE PERMIT at 2140 County Road 500,
Pagosa Springs, CO (PLN25-079). The property is
zoned AGRICULTURAL RANCHING (AR).

Comments regarding this case may be submitted to
Archuleta County Development Services-Planning De-
partment, P.O. Box 1507, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147-
1507, telephone: (970) 264-1390 or to Planning@
archuletacounty.gov prior to the public hearing by the
Archuleta County Planning Commission on October 23,
2025, at 6:00 p.m. in the County Commissioners Meet-
ing Room, 398 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs and via
Zoom Link.

Published October 9 and 16, 2025 in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (275118)

ION HEARIN! N Octo-

INVITATION TO BID: The Town of Pagosa Springs
is soliciting bids from qualified entities for Janitorial
Services. Please visit the Town’s website at www.pa-
gosasprings.co.gov for details and instructions on the
request for proposal.

Published October 9, 2025 in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (275077)

INVITATION TO BID: The Town of Pagosa Springs
is soliciting bids from qualified entities to provide site
clean-up to complete a Court Order to Abate. Please
visit the Town’s website at www.pagosasprings.co.gov
for details and instructions on the request for proposal.
Published October 9, 2025 in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (275079)

INVITATION TO BID: The Town of Pagosa Springs
is soliciting bids from qualified entities to replace the
sewer pipe at McCabe Creek. Please visit the Town’s
website at www.pagosasprings.co.gov for details and
instructions on the request for proposal.

Published October 9, 20205 in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (275078)

NOTICE CONCERNING PROPOSED BUDGET OF
PAGOSA AREA WATER AND SANITATION DISTRICT
NOTICE is hereby given to all interested parties that
a proposed budget has been submitted to the Board
of Directors of the Pagosa Area Water and Sanitation
District for the ensuing year of 2026; that a copy of the
2026 Budget has been filed in the office of the District
at 100 Lyn Avenue, Pagosa Springs, Colorado, where
the same is open for public inspection; and on the Dis-
trict’s website, www.pawsd.org and that such proposed
2026 Budget will be considered at a Public Meeting of
the Board of Directors of the District to be held at 100
Lyn Avenue, Pagosa Springs, Colorado on Thursday,
November 13, 2025, at 3:00 p.m. Any elector within the
District may, at any time prior to the final adoption of the
2026 Budget, inspect the budget and file or register any
objections thereto.

PAGOSA AREA WATER AND SANITATION DISTRICT
By /s/ Gene Tautges

President, Board of Directors

Published October 9, 2026 in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (275057)

NOTICE OF INTENT FOR A CONTINUOUS PRO-
GRAM TO INCREASE WINTER PRECIPITATION
Western Weather Consultants L.L.C. (WWC), P.O. BOX
58, Durango, CO 81302, has applied to the Colorado
Water Conservation Board for renewal of its five-year
permit to conduct ground-based precipitation enhance-
ment in the San Juan Mountains for the following enti-
ties: Dolores Water Conservancy District, Southwestern
Water Conservation District, Telluride Skiing Co, Purga-
tory Resort, Montezuma Valley Irrigation Co, Animas La
Plata Water Conservancy District, Pine River Irrigation
District, Florida Water Conservancy District, Florida
Consolidated Ditch Company, and the New Mexico In-
terstate Stream Commission.

WWC’s Manager, Head of Operations, and Director of
Field Operations will oversee the program, and

WWC is the Permit Holder.

The primary target area for the five-year Weather Modi-
fication Permit is the San Juan Mountains above 8,500
feet, mainly targeting the upper regions of the West Do-
lores, San Miguel, Dolores, La Plata, Animas, Florida,
Pine, San Juan, and Blanco River Basins, as well as
Telluride and Purgatory Ski Resorts.

The Colorado Weather Modification Rules and Regu-
lations 2 CCR 401-1 (Rule 7) require that this notice
be published in counties affected by the operations
and adjacent counties: Archuleta, Dolores, Hinsdale,
La Plata, Mineral, Montezuma, San Juan, San Miguel,
Conejos, Gunnison, Montrose, Ouray, Rio Grande, and
Saguache.

The program will run from November 1 to April 15 each
year through 2030. Safety measures are in place for
severe conditions, avalanche danger, and snowpack
thresholds. The Permit Holder must annually supply
emergency managers with an operational plan and co-
ordinate with the CWCB to ensure safe operations as
directed by the Colorado Revised Statutes.

The intended effect of all operations is to increase pre-
cipitation and snowpack water content in the primary
target area, benefiting natural habitats, agriculture, mu-
nicipal water supplies, stock growers, recreation, tour-
ism, and the local economy.

Complete details are available from WWC by mail or by
emailing westernweather@gmail.com. The

CWCB will conduct a public hearing on the permit re-
newal application on October 15, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.
via Zoom. Comments can be submitted to Andrew Rick-
ert, CWCB, 1313 Sherman Street, Suite 718, Denver,
CO 80203, at 720-651-1918, or by emailing andrew.
rickert@state.co.us to obtain Zoom access.

Published October 2 and 9, 2025 in The Pagosa
Springs SUN. (274629)

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

Archuleta County Combined Courts Case number 2001
C134 (Petitioner) Dale Stone & Corey Stone vs.
(Respondent) Jason Chavez & Betsy Chavez (This pub-
lication will run for 5 weeks in the PAGOSA SPRINGS
SUN October 9, 2025 through November 6, 2025

TO THE ABOVE NAMED Petitioner you are hereby
summoned and required to appear and defend against
the claims of the Respondent with this court in this ac-
tion, by filing with the clerk of the court an answer or
other response You are required to file your answer or
responses within 5 weeks of this publication. Service of
this summons shall be complete on the day of the last
publications. A copy of the complaint may be obtained
from the clerk of the court Archuleta county combined
courts. If you fail to file your answer or other responses
to the complaint in writing within 5 weeks of the publi-
cation, judgement by default may be rendered against
you by the court for the relief demanded in the petition
without further notice.

This action: Motion to dismiss permanent protection
order

6/27/25

Archuleta Combined Courts 109 Harman Park Dr.
Pagosa Springs, CO.

Jason X Chavez

jasonxchavez10@gmail.com

This summons is issued pursuant to the Rule 4(g) Colo-
rado s of Civil Procedure, Rule 12(a), C.R.C.P., allows

for -35 days for answer or responses where service of
the processes by publication.

Published October 9, 16, 23, 30 and November 6, 2025
in The Pagosa Springs SUN. (275058)

The Town of Pagosa Springs has received a design
standard variance application for the property located
at 1868B Majestic Drive. The applicant is proposing to
install a steel storage building and is requesting a vari-
ance from the Town’s design standards to exceed the
maximum allowable 35% metal fagade requirement.
The Board of Adjustments will conduct a public hearing
on Monday, October 20, 2025, at 5:30 pm to consider
the Variance Application, in person at 551 Hot Springs
Blvd and available for remote

attendance via the Zoom meeting platform. Public com-
ment will be taken in person and over Zoom. To access
the meeting agendas and staff reports, click the round
Minutes and Agendas tab located along the bottom of
the photo on the Town’s website home page at pago-
sasprings.co.gov. You may also view

the application at mypagosa.org/proposed-develop-
ment-projects. We encourage interested parties to
contact the Planning Division prior to the public hearing
dates, with any questions via phone at 970-585-8636 or
email at ktunnell@pagosasprings.co.gov. Written com-
ments received 7 days prior to the meeting or public
hearing will be forwarded to the Design Review Board
for their consideration. Public comments will be accept-
ed at the public hearing.

Published October 9, 2025 in The Pagosa Springs
SUN. (275119)

This notice is to inform Arthur Grine I, last known ad-
dress: Pagosa Springs, CO 81147, that

the items stored in unit BO8 of Renner’s Mini Storage
located at 177 Bastille Drive, Pagosa

Springs, CO 81147 will be sold or disposed of due to
lack of payment. This notice will be

published in the Pagosa Sun on both October 9, 2025
and October 16, 2025 with the sale or

disposal of items taking place at a later date of our
choosing.

Published October 9 and 16, 2025 in
Springs SUN. (275054

The Pagosa

PUBLIC NOTICES:
YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

The notices you see on this page include important
information from local governmental bodies and
attorneys that may be of interest to you. These notices
can include information about public hearings,
property assessments and changes in assessment,
assumed names, name changes, claims notices, public
meeting dates and financial statements.

Legal advertising

Deadline: Friday 4 p.m.*

Bring your legal advertisement or public notice to our offices at 457 Lewis
Street, or email to legal@pagosasun.com

*Deadlines are moved up for holiday weeks. Please check for an ad in the

paper for specific dates and times.
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Sheriff discusses proposal for new jail medical services provider

By Clayton Chaney
Staff Writer

During a work session held by the
Archuleta County Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners on Sept. 23,
Archuleta County Sheriff Mike Le
Roux discussed plans for the county
to begin using a new medical pro-
vider for its jail medical services.

He explained the county has
been using a vendor based out of
Oklahoma for its current jail medi-
cal services, noting that getting stuff
remotely is a little difficult,” and
that, “at times we weren’t getting
everything we were paying for. I
mean, we were, but it just wasn’t
efficient.”

Le Roux mentioned that toward
the end of 2024, the sheriff’s office
began talking with the Archuleta
County Public Health Department for

'

options about keeping the jail medi-
cal services provider local, noting that
having “boots on the ground” with
actual nurses is not the issue, but the
support matrix behind them needed
to be improved.

He noted there was no difference
in the services being provided during
that time, but “a number of medical
incidents that occurred within the
jail” over the year.

He commented that the Archuleta
County Sheriff’s Office does its best to
prevent those situations, “but that’s
the cost of doing business.”

Le Roux went on to explain that
there is no contract in place with the
public health department, and with
the new round of budgeting and an
increase in prices, his discussions
with Public Health Director Ashley
Wilson led to him suggesting that it
is “more prudent that we look else-

where.”

Le Roux explained that he reached
out to Southern Health Partners, a
national corrections medical service
organization that serves La Plata and
Montezuma counties, commenting
that the support base sounds “a lot
different.”

He noted that the current jail
medical service providers currently
serve seven days a week, eight hours
aday, indicating that he requested an
initial quote from the new provider
for the same coverage, which came
back at $256,000.

Le Roux explained that he asked
for the coverage to be increased to
10 hours a day, seven days a week,
noting that it offers a potential “ofless
trips to the hospitals”

The new proposal for coverage of
10 hours a day was listed at $326,040,
which includes a $24,000 cost pull

The Blotter

that would cover certain expenses.

He explained that he was “look-
ing for blessing” for some direction
as he wanted to start the process
of contracting with a new provider
within the next 45 to 60 days, hop-
ing to have confirmation by the
new year.

County Attorney Cathleen Giovan-
nini expressed support of the sheriff’s
proposal, noting that it “shifts liabil-
ity” away from the county.

Commissioner John Ranson asked
what kind of impact there would be
on the public health department
with the new provider, to which Le
Roux indicated that it would help by
hopefully reducing the amount of
hospital visits.

Commissioner Veronica Medina
commented that she had “no issue”
with the proposal.

clayton@pagosasun.com

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living

HUD
Publisher's Notice

Items listed in The Blotter report
where an alleged incident occurred
and the nature of the incident. Read-
ers should not assume employees or
owners of a place of business or a
parking lot reported as the scene of
an event are involved as perpetrators
of the incident.

Archuleta County Sheriff’s Office

Sept. 22 — Agency assist, Harman
Park Drive.

Sept. 22 — Trespass warning, East
Stollsteimer Road.

Sept. 23 — Fraud by check-other
method, information only, County
Road 600.

Sept. 23 — Theft-$300 to $1,000,
North Feather Court.

Sept. 24 — Information only,
County Road 600.

Sept. 25 — Information only, West
View Road.

Sept. 25 — Information only,
Meadow Lark Drive.

Sept. 25 — Information only, West
U.S. 160.

Sept. 25 — Lost/found property,
West U.S. 160.

Sept. 25 — Agency assist, U.S. 84.

Sept. 26 — Information only, Pi-
non Causeway.

Sept. 27 — Information only, Star-
light Place.

Sept. 27 — Lost/found property,
Eagles Loft Circle.

Sept. 27 — Information only, East
Stollsteimer Road.

Sept. 29 — Driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol, County Road 700.

Sept. 29 — Information only, U.S.
160.

Sept. 30 —Death investigation,
information only, Coyote Drive.

Sept. 30 — Information only, Rain-
bow Drive.

Oct. 1— Theft $2,000 to $20,000
from shipment, information only,
County Road 973.

Oct. 1 — Obstructing peace of-
ficer/police animal/fireman, operat-
ed motor vehicle with expired license
plates, driving under the influence of
alcohol, Pines Club Place.

Oct. 2 — Information only, Perry
Drive.

Oct. 3 — Child abuse, information
only, East Golf Place.

Oct. 3 — Fraud by check-other
method, information only, West U.S.
160.

Pagosa Springs Police Depart-
ment

Sept. 22 — Warrant arrest, Lewis
Street.

Sept. 23 — Disturbance, Aspen
Village Drive.

Sept. 23 — Stolen vehicle, Eagle
Drive.

Sept. 23 — Theft, East Pagosa
Street.

Sept. 23 — Information only,
Pagosa Street.

Sept. 23 — Reckless endanger-
ment, South 8th Street.

Sept. 23 — Conspiracy (includes
accompany offense, harassment-
following person in a public place,
menacing, San Juan Street.

Sept. 23 — Harassment-strikes/
shoves/kicks, trespass warning, Hot

Springs Boulevard.

Sept. 24 — Careless driving caus-
ing injury, North 3rd Street.

Sept. 24 — No offense listed, Hot
Springs Boulevard.

Sept. 24 — Conspiracy (includes
accompany offense, harassment-
following person in a public place,
menacing, San Juan Street.

Sept. 25 — Spilling load on high-
way-car/pickup no injury, Great West
Avenue/U.S. 160.

Sept. 25 — Theft, Eagle Drive.

Sept. 26 — Menacing-misde-
meanor, criminal mischief $300 to
$1,000 business, Aspen Village Drive.

Sept. 26 — Violation of protection
order-criminal, Pagosa Street.

Sept. 26 — Nuisance/animal run-
ning at large, South 8th Street.

Sept. 27 — Second-degree motor
vehicle theft, violation of protec-
tion order-criminal, driving under
restraint-alcohol/drugrelated, Lewis
Street.

Sept. 27 — Violation of protection
order-criminal, South 5th Street.

Sept. 28 — Shoplifting/departs or
attempts to depart without payment,
Aspen Village Drive.

Sept. 28 — Menacing, motor ve-
hicle theft misdemeanor, South 9th
Street.

Sept. 28 — Warrant arrest, Eagle
Drive.

Sept. 29 — Marijuana prohibited
under age of 21/less than 12 ounces,
Lewis Street.

Sept. 29 — Theft, Country Center
Drive.

Sept. 29 — Assault, Lewis Street.

Sept. 30 — Marijuana-concen-
trate-distribution-minor <1 ounce/.5
ounce, Lewis Street.

Oct. 1 — Criminal mischief $1,000
to $2,000 private, North 8th Street.

Oct. 1 — Menacing-felony-aggra-
vated-weapon, criminal mischief
under $300 private, warrant arrest,
warrant arrest, North 14th Street.

Oct. 2 — Traffic stop, South 8th
Street.

Oct. 2 — Traffic stop, South 8th
Street.

Oct. 2 — Owner/custodian al-
lowed animal to run at large, South
6th Street/San Juan Street/Apache
Street.

Oct. 2 — Disturbance, Aspen Vil-
lage Drive.

Oct. 3 — Speeding 25-39 over
prima facie limit, San Juan Drive/U.S.
160.

Oct. 3 — Assault in the third de-
gree, disorderly conduct-petty, U.S.
160.

Oct. 4 — Special detail, South 8th
Street.

Oct. 5 — Theft, Aspen Village
Drive.

Pagosa Springs Municipal Court:
Judge Anthony D. Edwards

Sept. 23 — Yolanda Salas, two
counts of animal at large, fine and
costs — $135.

Archuleta County Court: Judge
Justin P. Fay

Sept. 23 — Patrick A. Obley, speed-
ing 10-19 over limit, fines and costs
— $198.50.

Sept. 24 — Kent Arthur Vaught,
harassment-strike/shove/kick, 30
days electronic surveillance, 18
months probation, fines and costs
— $1,172.50.

Sept. 24 — Jonathon Richard
Clark, harassment-strike/shove/kick,
24 months probation, fines and costs
— $1,472.50.

Sept. 24 — June Marquez, speed-
ing 5-9 over limit, fines and costs
— $127.50.

Sept. 24 — Heather A. Wenrich,
speeding 10-19 over limit, fines and
costs — $210.50.

Sept. 24 — Justin Samuel Tytell,
noise ordinance first offense, fines
and costs — $84.

Sept. 24 — Lynne Ila Zaremba,
burning without a permit, fines and
costs — $84.

Sept. 24 — William Tony Pack,
violation p/o-civil, five days jail
suspended imposition, 40 hours
community service, three months ex-
tended probation updated sentence,
fines and costs — $199.50.

Sept. 25 — Kelly Anne Ravet, driv-
ing under the influence, 48 hours
community service, 15 days electron-
icsurveillance, 18 months probation,
fines and costs — $1,768.50.

Sept. 26 — Latonia Walters, speed-
ing 10-19 over limit, fines and costs
— $228.50.

Sept. 26 — Corey Robert St. Clair,
speeding 20-24 over, fines and costs
— $290.

Sept. 26 — Ernest J. Romero, seat
belt not used, fines and costs —
$133.50.

Sept.26 —MarcA. Olivas-Jimenez,
speeding 5-9 over, fines and costs —
$160.

Sept. 26 — Shandrea Danielle
Kant, obstructed view-too many in
front seat, fines and costs — $107.50.

Sept. 26 — Debra Ann Gunkel-
man, registration-unregistered ve-
hicle, fines and costs — $161.50.

Sept. 26 — Samuel R. Corbett,
speeding 10-19 over limit, fines and
costs — $233.50.

Sept. 26 — Raquel Carrier, follow-
ing too closely, fines and costs —
$172.50.

Sept. 26 — Jammie Blaine Breaux,
speeding 10-19 over, fines and costs
— $225.

Sept. 26 — Cesar Bray, driving
under restraint, fines and costs —
$177.50.

Sept. 26 — Mike Branson, registra-
tion-unregistered vehicle, fines and
costs — $161.50.

Sept. 26 — John C. Bouwman, seat
belt not used, fines and costs —
$133.50.

Sept. 26 — Lance G. Arrington,
speeding 10-19 over, fines and costs
— $225.

Sept. 26 — Aaquib J. Modak,
speeding 5-9 over limit, fines and
costs _ $127.50.

Sept. 26 — Aaquib Jamil Modak,
registration-unregistered vehicle,
fines and costs — $89.

Sept. 26 — Mathis Byron Quin-
tana, speeding 5-9 over, fines and
costs — $125.

Region 9 community grant writer selected for national cohort

By Laura Lewis Marchino
Region 9 Economic Development District
of Southwest Colorado

Tiffany Brodersen, community
grant writer and regional grant navi-
gator at the Region 9 Economic
Development District of Southwest
Colorado, has been selected to serve
on the second national Co-Design
Group for simpler.grants.gov, a feder-
alinitiative aimed at making it easier
for individuals and organizations to
find and apply for federal funding.

This opportunity places Brodersen
among a small, diverse cohort of
grant seekers and experts from across
the country who will collaborate
directly with the Simpler Grants
design and development team. The
group will work to improve the user

experience, remove barriers and en-
sure that the federal grants process
is more accessible, especially for
under-resourced communities and
organizations.

“I've spent nearly 18 years helping
rural governments and nonprofits
navigate federal grants, and I've
seen firsthand how overly complex
systems prevent important work from
getting funded,” said Brodersen. “I'm
honored to join this cohort and help
shape real solutions that center the
voices of those most affected”

The Co-Design Group is a core
part of the Simpler Grants initiative’s
commitment to human-centered
design. Over a seven-month period,
participants will provide feedback,
co-create new features and help
prioritize improvements based on

lived experience with federal grant
systems.

The first cohort helped guide the
successful implementation of several
new features, including the ability for
users to save opportunities directly
from the results page, and reframed
the platform’s vision to better reflect
the needs of those applying for fund-
ing.

Cohort 2 will build on that work,
introducing more interactive design
activities, flexible participation op-
tions and structured opportunities
for peer learning.

To learn more about Simpler.
Grants.gov and the Co-Design Group,
visit https://simpler.grants.gov. To
learn about Region 9’s grant services,
go to www.region9edd.org/grant-
writing.

with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women

Oct. 1 — Colleen M. Schulte and people securing custody of children under 18.

speeding 20-24 over limit, fines and
costs — $291.50.

Oct.1 —RobertA. Klocker, unsafe
or defective vehicle, commercial ve-
hicle safety violation, fines and costs
— $184.50.

Oct. 1 — Zachary Aaron Clay,
littering-first offense, fines and costs
— $58.50.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Oct. 1 — Jenna R. Elder, passing
oncoming vehicles improperly, fines
and costs — $137.50.

Oct. 1 — Mekhy L. Begay, speed-
ing 10-19 over limit, fines and costs
— $210.50.

Oct.2 —Jacob D. Contreras, fail to
yield right of way/left turn, fines and
costs — $107.50.

Archuleta County Court: Judge
Douglas S. Walker

Oct. 1 — Delrey Alex Dartagnan,
driving under the influence, 365 days
jail suspended imposition, 15 days
jail, 48 hours community service,
two years probation, fines and costs

VAIL WATER HEATERS

Certified

Warranty
Repair

The ONLY Certified
Navien Tankless

Installation & Repair

— $1,997.50.
6th Judicial District Court: Judge LARGEST INVENTORY OF
Justin P. Fay Water Heaters & Parts for all
No report. Navien Water Heaters and Boilers

6th Judicial District Court: Judge
Jeffrey R. Wilson

Sept. 23 — Merenda Renae Ro-
mine, leaving scene/accident in-
volving death, driving under the
influence-with prior conviction, four
years Department of Corrections, 365
daysjail, fines and costs — $1,672.50.

SERVING PAGOSA SPRINGS
Chromo, Chama, Bayfield

Call today to learn more (760) 835'1 041

Business Owners:
We're Celebrating our Veterans!

Business owners — you
can join us in saluting
those who are serving,
and have served, in our
nation’s military.
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2026 Business Happy Hour lottery now open

By Sandy Douthey
Pagosa Springs Area Chamber of
Commerce

The annual Business Happy Hour
lottery is now open to all Chamber
members throughout the month of
October.

These networking events occur
every month on the fourth Thursday
of the month and are co-hosted by a
Chamber member business and the
Chamber of Commerce.

New businesses, businesses inter-
ested in showing off new products
or services, or any that would like
to gain more exposure are perfect
candidates. Businesses can host a
Business Happy Hour on their own,
partner with neighboring businesses
or collaborate with a business that
may not have a storefront presence
or a nonprofit agency that does not
have much office space.

Hosting businesses provide light
appetizers or other food, and the
Chamber provides the beverages.
You can plan fun activities, provide
discounts or giveaways and make it
a fun evening for the attendees. With
the new date of Thursday evenings, it
can be a fantastic way to kick off the

Water conservancy talks office relocation, end oflease |

By Josh Pike
Staff Writer

At its Oct. 6 special meeting, the
San Juan Water Conservancy District
(SJWCD) Board of Directors dis-
cussed the relocation of the district’s
office following its lease not being
renewed.

The district’s offices are currently
located at 46 Eaton Drive.

SJWCD board president Candace
Jones explained that the district’s
landlords contacted her with a notice
of nonrenewal on Oct. 1.

Jones stated that the landlords,
who operate another business that s
located in the building, indicated that
they had no objection to the SJWCD
as tenants, but that they recently
secured funding to expand their busi-
ness and now needed more room.

She added that the district’s
lease is currently expired, mean-

weekend by attending a Business
Happy Hour, finding out more about
the host business and networking
with other business owners.

The process to enter your business
into the lottery is simple. Choose the
top three months that you would like
to host a Business Happy Hour and
contact Anna Snow, our membership
coordinator, atinfo@pagosachamber.
com with your interest by Oct. 31 with
your preferred months.

The lottery drawing will take place
on Nov. 3 and businesses will then
be notified.

Hosting businesses will get expo-
sure through marketing of the event,
an opportunity to highlight their
business and products, and poten-
tially expose their business to new
customers.

For more information about host-
ing a Business Happy Hour, contact
the Chamber at (970) 264-2360.

Self-nomination period
for board of director
candidates open

It is that time of year when many
nonprofit organizations have a
changing of the guard for their board
of directors. The Chamber of Com-

ing that its offices were the easiest
place for the landlords to secure
additional space by removing the
district as tenants.

Jones indicated that the landlords
provided 60-day notice, with the
SJWCD being asked toleave by Dec. 5.

She stated that she asked if the
district could have until the end of
the year to prevent it having to move
its office over Thanksgiving week,
but the landlords did not respond to
this request.

She commented that the district
should have a strategy to leave by
the middle or end of November by

merce Board of Directors is no ex-
ception.

Changing outboard members and
term limits is healthy for an organi-
zation. It allows the organization to
have experience while welcoming
innovative ideas and personalities
onto the board. The Chamber of
Commerce every year elects three
new board members while three
members rotate off the board after a
three-year term.

The Chamber strives to have on its
board a diverse group of business
representatives since the organiza-
tion has such a wide range of busi-
ness types.

To self-nominate to run for the
board of directors, the nominee must
meet for the following criteria. First,
the business must be a Chamber
member business for a minimum of
sixmonths. Ifelected to the board, the
term for the directors is three years.
Attendance at monthly meetings is
required and occasionally special
subcommittee meetings. Volunteer-
ing at Chamber events and Business
After Hours is also required.

A slate of six candidates is com-
piled and put before the Chamber
membership. Of the six candidates,

either looking for a new space im-
mediately or placing the items in its
office in storage and looking for anew
office later.

SJWCD board members Charles
Riehm and Rob Hagberg commented
that the district could hold its meet-
ings at a variety of locations in the
community.

SJWCD board member Joe Tedder
volunteered to present office space
options to the board at its Oct. 20
meeting, noting that he and SJWCD
Executive Assistant Sally High have
already been looking at alternative
office spaces and there appear to be

Local reporting
that matters.

Join LPEA for an engaging evening
where energy experts discuss
inspiring topics and big ideas.

community
powery

where local energy meets big Ideas

OCTOBER 23
Gaslight Theatre in

Downtown Durango
5:30 - 7:30 PM

FREE popcorn and a chance

Getam

to win prizes!

ped and RSVP at

LPEA.coop/CommunityPowerX

three are elected to serve for a three-
year term.

As many issues face our busi-
nesses and community, we are look-
ing for business representatives to
help us work on these issues and
continue to assist our businesses with
advocacy, education and support.

Ifyou are interested in running for
the board of directors, you can view
the nomination form on the Cham-
ber’s website at www.pagosacham-
ber.com under community and
Chamber news.

Fill out the form and return it to
Sandy Douthey at the Chamber by
Nov. 7.

Should you like to learn more
about being on the board, you can
contact Douthey at the Chamber at
(970) 264-2360 or director@pagosa-
chamber.com, or reach out to any of
our current board members. A list of
those members can also be found on
the Chamber’s website at www.pago-
sachamber.com/board-of-directors-
and-staff/.

We look forward to reviewing the
self-nomination forms and we thank
those in advance for their interest
and dedication to commit your time A
and energy. A

Most people lose employer sponsored dental benefits when they
retire and don't fill the gap because Medicare does not include
dental coverage and dental insurance is expensive and complicated.
That's why we developed our Pagosa Plan Membership.

Our membership plan is a simple and affordable annual
subscription that includes regular cleanings, exams, and x-rays at
no extra cost, plus discounts off additional treatment. There are
no deductibles, annual maximums, waiting periods, claim denials,
pre-approvals, or other restrictions.

And your benefits start as soon as you sign up!

For only $36 per month,
you’ll receive:

2 Professional Cleanings
2 Regular Exams

* 2 Oral Screenings

All Routine X-Rays

308 Pagosa Street
1 Emergency Exam 8

Pagosa Springs CO 81147

locations available. www.pagosa.dentist

He added that these alternative
spaces could potentially be cheaper
than the district’s current location.

Jones commented that this would
be a good opportunity to “clean out
the closet” and “be rid of things we
don’t need”

Jjosh@pagosasun.com

PLUS, your plan includes
a 15% discount off
dental treatments!

To learn more and sign up today, go to
clerri.com/BQ9S or contact us at
info@pagosa.dentist or 970-264-9436

Pagosa Springs Official Visitor Guide™
Advertising Deadline: October 10, 2025

To ensure that your business is represented in
Pagosa Springs’ largest and most comprehensive visitor guide,
call your Pagosa Springs SUN advertising representative today.
(970) 264-2100

457 Lewis Street o (970) 264-2100
www.PagosaSUN.com
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Friends of the Library to
host book sale Oct. 11

By Katie Dobbins
Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library Foundation and Friends

Mark your calendars, book lovers. The Friends of the
Library’s pop-up book sale will be Saturday, Oct. 11, at
the Pagosa Springs Church of Christ, 277 Lewis St.

You'll find new and gently used books at excellent
prices, and a selection of fiction and nonfiction titles,
children’s books and much more.

Members of the Friends of the Library, teachers,

nurses and first responders can buy one and get one free
for up to 10 free items.

The sale is from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Get there early
for the best selection. Use the downstairs parking lot
entrance.

Notyet a Friend of the Library? Annual membership is
$15 for individuals or $25 per family; a lifetime member-
ship is $150 for an individual.

To learn more, visit www.pagosalibrary.org or stop by
your Ruby Sisson Library.

Learn more about Locally Haiti’s work
empowering rural Haiti at Oct. 12 event

By Holly Boyd
Locally Haiti

Communities all over the world
are suffering from natural disasters,
warring factions and unstable govern-
ments that fail to provide for the basic
human needs of water, food, medical
care, education and employment.

My heart is particularly moved by
the people of Haiti after traveling there
with our youngest daughter in 2013.
Souls there have endured devastating
earthquakes and hurricanes, govern-
ment instability and gang violence in

the capital of Port-au-Prince. In the
face of so many challenges, it was sur-
prising to learn that hope for a better
world begins in the rural community
of Petit Trou de Nippes, Haiti.

Several years ago, while surfing
the internet for any good news from
Haiti, I ran across the website for a
Colorado-based nonprofit called Lo-
cally Haiti.

Its stated mission: “We advocate
for and invest in locally led initiatives
to support the vision of our partner
communities in rural Haiti””

That vision is being realized in

Petit Trou through a partnership of
more than 35 years between Locally
Haiti and an ever-emerging group of
talented and creative local leaders. As
a result of this partnership, the com-
munity is thriving, even in the face of
multiple challenges.

The Petit Trou Community Hos-
pital and Health Center was officially
opened in February of this year. It was
designed and builtin partnership with
local government and community
health leaders and the Haitian Min-
istry of Health. Locally Haiti provided
H See Haiti on next page
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Healthy Archuleta to host Growers
and Producers Forum Oct. 16

Healthy Archuleta

Healthy Archuleta is pleased to
announce its upcoming Growers
and Producers Forum, dedicated to

Haiti

H continued from previous page

financial support and expert design
and construction collaboration, and is
funding salaries for some of the staff.
The inauguration of the hospital was
an inspiring event in the community;
the prime minister and minister of
health of Haiti came for the festivities,
showing that this project is a “source
of hope” to the entire country.
Through the years, Locally Haiti
has provided high-quality education
to more than 5,000 local children from
pre-Kthrough high school. About 698
students are currently enrolled there.
The curriculum includes core aca-
demic subjects, as well as art, entre-
preneurship, sports and agriculture.
Arobustgirls' empowerment program
offers fun activities while teaching the
importance of education, economic
independence and self-advocacy.
Locally Haiti also provides scholar-
ships to graduates to continue their
studies at a regional university.
Many of the people of Petit Trou
have been farmers, but their liveli-
hoods have been threatened by lack
of investment, soil degradation and
the effects of climate change. As a
result, access to healthylocal food for
families has been a serious issue.
Once again, the partnership be-
tween Locally Haiti, local leaders
and farmers is resulting in practical
programs to address that challenge.
St. Paul School has a student gar-
dening club in addition to classroom
instruction on botany, biology and
horticulture. A local beekeeping ex-
pertmanages hives and does continu-
ing education with alocal beekeeping
cooperative. A 1.6 acre demonstration
garden on the grounds of the new
hospital has a variety of fruit trees,
vegetables and flowering bushes
where residents can receive training
and seeds to start their own garden.
The creative collaboration be-
tween the people of Petit Trou and
Locally Haiti provides a pattern for
hope for other communities in Haiti
and around the world.
Please join us on Sunday, Oct. 12,
at 5 p.m. at the Liberty Theatre for a
fun evening of food, drink and mu-
sic by Locally Haiti’s director, Wynn
Walent. A film made in Petit Trou will
be shown thattells the story of Locally
Haiti through the eyes of alocal leader.
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church is
helping sponsor this event, and Wynn
will be speaking there during worship
that Sunday morning.
Holly Boyd lives in Pagosa Springs
and serves on the board for Locally
Haiti.

fostering a vibrant and resilient local
food system in Archuleta County.

The forum will take place on
Thursday, Oct. 16, from 4 to 5:30 p.m.
in the Community United Methodist
Church fellowship hall.

The Growers and Producers Fo-
rum provides a crucial platform for
community members, experienced

farmers and novice growers to gather,
network, learn and share experi-
ences.

These forums are designed to
empower a sense of collective action
and knowledge toward an equitable,
health-promoting and sustainable
community-based food system.

H See Forum on next page
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Photo courtesy Justin Treptow, Thingamajig Theatre Company
Laura Moore as Maria Callas demonstrates Lady Macbeth’s entrance to Samantha Luck (Sharon Graham),

with Dale Scrivener (Manny Weinstock) at the piano in “Master Class.” Additional performances are set for
Oct. 10 and 11 at the Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts.

‘Master Class’ returning Oct. 10 and 11

By Tim Moore
Thingamajig Theatre Company

Terrence McNally’s Master Class
is part lecture, part confessional and
part gladiatorial match.

At the Pagosa Springs Center for
the Arts (PSCA), Laura Moore em-
bodies Maria Callas with wit, ferocity
and startling vulnerability. The result
is a production that has captivated
audiences and critics alike, earning
praise as one of Thingamajig Theatre
Company’s finest presentations.

The premise is deceptively
straightforward: Callas, once the
most celebrated soprano in the
world, presides over a voice class
with three ambitious young singers.
Yet the lesson is never simply about
singing. Callas’ fierce critiques and
razor-edged humor slip effortlessly
into recollections of triumphs, be-
trayals and sacrifices that defined her

Forum

H continued from previous page
Attendees can expect discussions
on various topics aimed at address-
ing the challenges and opportunities
within local food production. Past
forums have covered critical areas
such as soil health, season-extension
techniques, access to resources, and
strategies for increasing local food
supply and equitable distribution.

career. In this space, the line between
teacher and confessor blurs — and
the audience becomes witness to the
cost of greatness.

Moore’s performance is at once
commanding and intimate, sum-
moning the grandeur of Callas while
revealing the raw humanity beneath
the diva’s armor. She is matched by
a strong ensemble: Ellie O’Hara,
Trevor Brown and Samantha Luck
as the brave students who weather
her storm; and Dale Scrivener at
the piano, who provides both music
and dry counterpoint to the tempest
onstage. Together, they give the
play both bite and balance. Scott
Morehead rounds out the cast as the
unimpressed stagehand and plays an
unintended and delightfully humor-
ous foil to Callas.

Audiences have responded warm-
ly, with many praising the produc-
tion’s sharp humor and emotional

This is an excellent opportunity for
individuals interested in local food
production to connect, share insights
and contribute to the growth of our
community’s food system.

Whether you are an experienced
farmer, a backyard gardener or
simply interested in learning more
aboutlocal food, your participation
is invaluable. The forum encour-

depth. Critics have highlighted the
clarity of the staging, humorous
banter and Moore’s commanding
performance. Performances have
already sold out — a clear sign of the
play’s resonance and appeal.

For those who missed it — or
those who want to experience it again
— “Master Class” returns for a brief
encore this weekend at the PSCA,
with performances on Oct. 10 and 11
at7 p.m. Tickets are extremely limited
and moving quickly.

This is not just a play about mu-
sic. It is about the price of ambition,
the beauty of imperfection and the
way art leaves its mark long after the
curtain falls. At the PSCA, Callas’ les-
son is clear: Theater at its best is as
unforgiving — and as unforgettable
— as life itself.

For tickets and show information,
visit pagosacenter.org or call (970)
731-SHOW (7469).

ages the sharing of opportunities
and challenges, working together
to create a vital local food system
in our area.

To learn more about the efforts
of Healthy Archuleta and upcoming
events, please visit our website at
www.foodcoalition4archuleta.org
or send an email to fsfearchuleta@
gmail.com.

RENT A CAR
PAGOSA AUTO RENTS s
* Local pEng

* Nights and Weekends
* Delivery Available! Visit pagosaautorents.com

Sy0)585-9181

Archuleta Seniors, Inc. Keyah Grande Ballroom

O oo

Masquerane Ball

UNMASK YOUR GIVING: A NIGHT OF
ELEGANCE AND PHILANTHROPY

Archuleta Seniors, Inc. presents a night of glamour | Archuleta Seniors is dedicated
& benevolence. Immerse yourself in the timeless
tradition of the Masquerade. Enjoy an evening of
music, dancing, performances, costume contests,
appetizers, cocktails & mocktails. Proceeds from
this event benefit your local Meals on Wheels &

senior wellness programs of Archuleta County.

A Mask, A Memory, A Mission

to building an age-friendly,
independent, and resilient
community for those 60+.

—
Pagosa Springs
Senior Center
COMMUNITY
CAFE

GREENHOUSE
DOME

Tickets are limited,
Purchase yours today!
Tickets are also available by B
Calling 970-264-2167 or
by visiting our office at -—
451 Hot Springs Blvd. Join us!
Step into the magic of the
, ° ) 24 evening with an air of mystery
O CT and elegance - this is your
Keyah Grande chance to let your imagination &
Ballroom generosity shine. We encourage
13211 US-160, guests to embrace the timeless
Pagosa Springs, CO tradition of masquerade with
s graceful gowns, dashing suits,
6-9 PM and ornate masks that add a
L —— touch of intrigue.
— 9 —

Locally Haiti presents
The whole wide world is a town in rural Haiti.

Featuring a new short film, music and conversation
with Locally Haiti’s director, Wynn Walent

Sunday, October 12
5pm: Drinks & Snacks
5:45pm: Program Begins

Free Entrance

Liberty Theatre
Thank you to our sponsors: 418 Pagosa Street
Holly & Paul Boyd Pagosa Springs

Learn more at locallyhaiti.org
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Healthy Archuleta to host professional
cultural competency session in mental health

Healthy Archuleta

Healthy communities thrive on
collaboration between health care
providers and the community, rec-
ognizing diverse perspectives and
cultural backgrounds.

To foster this essential understand-
ing, Healthy Archuleta is pleased
to announce an upcoming cultural
competency and integrated mental
health training facilitated by respected
psychiatrist Dr. Jose Canaca.

This session will take place on
Monday, Oct. 13, from 5:30to 6:30 p.m.
onZoom.

Canaca, a board-certified psy-
chiatrist and associate professor at
the University of New Mexico (UNM),
brings extensive experience working
with vulnerable populations in rural
communities across Latin America
and New Mexico, including Native
American, Hispanic/Latino commu-
nities and immigrants. He is a leader
in cultural psychiatry lectures at UNM
and has collaborated with COMISCA.

This professional development ses-
sion aims to enhance ongoingintercul-
tural development, self-reflection and
understanding of cultural contexts,
particularlywithin Archuleta County’s
rich Hispanicand Latino communities.

The training will emphasize cul-
tural humility, encouraging health
care providers to view each patient as
unique, shaped by experiences such
as heritage, migration, socioeconomic
status and family.

Through active listening, valuing
cultural knowledge and fostering col-
laborative relationships, the session
will highlight how to honor traditions,
build trust, reduce disparities and
ultimately improve the quality of care
for Latino individuals facing mental
health challenges. A key focus will also
be on addressing mental health stigma
within the Hispanic and Latino com-

Pagosa Community
Initiative to host
financial wellness

workshop

By Carrie Blue-White
Pagosa Community Initiative

A community-focused financial
workshop is coming to the Pagosa
Community Initiative (PCI) on Oct.
22 at 6 p.m., offering practical guid-
ance on budgeting and the path to
homeownership.

Organizers emphasize that seats
are limited, and an RSVP is required
by Oct. 17 to ensure adequate materi-
als and dinner arrangements.

The event aims to provide at-
tendees with relatable, step-by-step
strategies for managing household
budgets, saving for major milestones
and understanding the basics of se-
curing a home loan. Attendees will

H See Workshop on next page

munity to encourage open discussion
and seeking help.

Health care professionals interested
in attending this vital training are en-
couraged to RSVP to fsfearchuleta@

gmail.com.

To learn more about the efforts of
Healthy Archuleta, please visit our
website, www.foodcoalition4archu-
leta.org.
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Photo courtesy Al Myatt

The Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs’ annual Jewels and Jeans Barn Dance brings together friends and neigh-
bors for a fun-filled, community-building evening. Every ticket sold helps fund Rotary’s many charitable

programs in Pagosa Springs.

Kick up your heels for a cause at
Rotary’s 10th annual barn dance

By Terri House
Rotary Club of Pagosa Springs

On Saturday, Oct. 18, the Pagosa
Lakes Property Owners Association
Clubhouse at 230 Port Ave. will be
transformed into a lively western
dance hall for the 10th annual Jewels
and Jeans Barn Dance.

From 7 to 10 p.m., guests will en-
joy the sounds of Vanishing Breed,
featuring Colorado Country Music
Hall of Famer and longtime area

Workshop

H continued from previous page
hear from a seasoned loan officer and
receive resources designed to help
families and individuals navigate
financial planning in today’s hous-
ing market.

The workshop will be held at PCI,
550 B Hot Springs Blvd.

To RSVP, contact Carrie Blue-
White at cblue@trustedrate.com or
call/text (949) 683-4646.

Dinner will be provided.

What to expect:

o A practical look at budgeting
fundamentals tailored to everyday
decisions.

e An overview of the path to
homeownership, including cost
considerations, credit readiness and
loan options.

* An opportunity to ask questions

favorite Odis Sikes. The doors will
open at 6:30 p.m.

The evening is packed with more
than just great music. Guests can bid
in a silent auction filled with unique
experiences and treasures — from
four rounds of golf with a cart at a
South Fork golf club to a half-day
guided fly-fishing adventure (valued
at$450), a Yeti cooler brimming with
accessories, ski rentals for two, an
overnight getaway with fine dining
in Ouray, and even a horse-drawn

in arespectful, zero-pressure setting.

This workshop is designed for
community members who want
clearer, more reliable guidance on
financial planning and homeowner-
ship, whether they’re just starting to
budget or ready to take the next step
toward purchasing a home.

Attendees are encouraged to
RSVP soon to help organizers plan
for seating, materials and the dinner
service.

The RSVP information and the
workshop content are provided for
educational purposes to enhance
financial literacy in our community.
The event is one of several commu-
nity PCI offerings and is aimed at
empowering residents with practi-
cal tools for managing finances and
planning for the future.

wagon ride paired with a two-night
stay at a charming local bed and
breakfast. Add in gift cards to popular
H See Dance on next page

Pagosa Sports Massage

Athletics o General Wellness o Stress Management
Pain Relief o Circulation Improvement e Recovery Support

Sciatica e Hand or Arm e Carpal Tunnel  Knee, Back & Hip
Call Nicole today to schedule (720) 999-0280

e onienthy Incated dovntonm
Conveniently located downtown

A Winter Weather Wonder

Presented by Pagosa Weather

Join your forecasters Arleen and Shawn for an evening of snow
talk, appetizers and desserts by Pagosa Baking Company

and Showbox Bakery on

October 17th * 5:30-9 p.m.
at the Pagosa Lodge

Special guest Dustin English from Upper San Juan Search and Rescue
to discuss avalanche and backcountry safety

Also featuring:

Wilderness Journeys ¢ Pagosa Mountain Sports
Upper San Juan Search and Rescue ¢ CSU County Extension Office
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Project Sanctuary named finalist
in 2025 Defender Service Awards

Project Sanctuary

Project Sanctuary, a Pagosa
Springs-based nonprofit dedicated
to helping military families heal and
thrive, has been selected as a finalist
in the 2025 Defender Service Awards.

The organization is competing in
the Veteran and Civil Servant catego-
ry, a recognition that honors groups
making extraordinary contributions
to their communities.

As afinalist, Project Sanctuary has
already earned $5,000. With the sup-
portof publicvoting, ithas the chance
towin a custom Land Rover Defender
130 vehicle and an additional $30,000
to strengthen its mission.

At the heart of Project Sanctuary’s
work are therapeutic retreats that
bring military families together to
reconnect, recover and thrive. But, the
workisn’t easy and itrequires vehicles
that can handle the rugged mountain
terrain of Colorado and beyond.

“Our current vehicles have over
200,000 miles and are no longer reli-
able,” said Heather E. Ray, founder
and CEO. “Yet we depend on them
every day to pick families up from the
Durango airport — 90 miles away — to
haul gear and supplies through dirt
roads, and to get families to essential
outdoor therapy activities.”

The new vehicle would allow staff
to:

o Transport veterans, military
families and first responders safely
and reliably.

» Operateyear-round in all weather
and conditions.

o Support retreats in partnership
with groups like the Chip Terry Fund

Dance

H continued from previous page
restaurants, and there’s truly some-
thing for everyone.

Hungry dancers will be treated
to hearty fare from one of Pagosa’s
favorite food trucks, serving up
house-smoked brisket and chicken
thighs with classic fixings, green chile
mac and cheese, coleslaw, and din-
ner rolls — all for $20 per plate (sold
separately from the dance ticket).

To keep the fun going, contests
for best dressed and best dancer will
invite everyone to join in the spirit
of the night.

And, the cash bar will debut a
special signature cocktail: The Barn-
stormer. This bold yet refreshing
blend of Canadian whiskey, pepper-
mintschnapps, darkand white creme
de cacao, and a splash oflemon juice
is shaken over ice — the perfect sip
to toast an evening of music, dancing
and celebration.

The event’s proceeds directly
support the club and Rotary’s schol-
arship program, which helps local
graduates pursue higher education
or vocational training. Over the past

New Haiv Salon

Familiar names and faces
Mariah, owner

190 Village Dr
Unit C-6 stylists Taylor, Candice and Miranda
(970)585-7904 .

= Ask about owv Fall Specialy

wildflowersalonpagosa Call today to schedule your personal appointment

Photo courtesy Lynn Shore

Participants take part in a group activity at a retreat at Project Sanctu-
ary’s Patriot Pines. The organization is a finalist in the 2025 Defender

Service Awards.

and Shield of Sisters.

AtPatriot Pines, Project Sanctuary
welcomes military families and first
responders for retreats that include
shared meals, outdoor activities and a
safe place to heal together. A depend-
able vehicle would ensure no family is
leftbehind, no matter the weather, the
road or the challenge.

“This vehicle wouldn't just serve
us,” said Heather. “It would serve
hundreds of families everyyear, help-
ing us grow from simply maintaining
whatwe have to scaling what we offer”

Project Sanctuary is calling on the
community to help make this vision
a reality. By voting daily through Oct.
19, supporters can bring home the De-
fender Service Award and help ensure

40 years, the club has awarded more
than $564,000 in scholarships to de-
serving students.

“When you attend the barn dance,
you're not just buying a ticket—
you're opening a door for a student
who might not otherwise have the
chance to pursue their dreams,” said
scholarship foundation chair Shellie
Peterson.

Funds also support other vital
Rotary initiatives, including the Feed
Our Children backpack program, the
Dictionary Project for third-graders,
youth exchange, teacher and com-
munity grants, and youth leadership
development.

Tickets are $35 in advance and $40
at the door. Secure your spot now at
PagosaSpringsRotary.org, Exit Realty,
Wednesday Bouquet or the Chamber
of Commerce. Don’t wait; buy your
tickets today.

“We've seen firsthand how schol-
arships can change lives,” said
Rotarian Livia Lynch “This dance
is our way of ensuring more young
people in Pagosa Springs get that
opportunity.”

military families have the resources
they need to heal.

Vote daily at https://www.lan-
droverusa.com/experiences/events-
and-sponsorships/defender-service-
awards/index.html.

HALLOWEEN EARRINGS +
BRACELET WORKSHOPS

SATURDAY, OCT. 11TH | 3-6 PM

SATURDAY, OCT. 25TH | 1:30-4 PM
@ PAGOSA SPRINGS VISITOR CENTER
$59 (ALL TOOLS & MATERIALS INCLUDED)

Learn wire wrapping skills and design your own fall-inspired jewelry
with authentic Czech glass beads — full of character and old-world charm.
Perfect for beginners!

To reserve your spot, call or text Lisa at 970-946-0124,
or visit: app.ubindi.com/Lisa.Saunders
Can’t make this date? Message Lisa to set up a time that works for you.

For more upcoming workshops, visit app.ubindi.com/Lisa.Saunders

4 )
2026 PSMC EMT Certification Class
What: Informational Meeting PSMC will present class information
When: Tuesday, October 21, including:

5-7 p.m. o Broader healthcare opportunities

Where: PSMC EMS Training Room ;Vith EMT training dschedul

189 N. Pagosa Blvd. » Program expectations and schedule,

must be 18 to register
« Potential program tuition and
reimbursement opportunities
For more information, contact PSMC EMS at 970-507-3973
First-Class Training, Close To Home
L 970.731.3700 | 95 S. Pagosa Blvd | pagosaspringsmedicalcenter.org | Ei )
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Popular e-books and digital
audiobooks available free

24/7 from Ruby M. Sisson
Memorial Library

By Taylor Worsham
Ruby M. Sisson Memorial Library

As people increasingly read and
listen to books on their smartphone
or tablet, they're discovering one of
the bestresources is their local public
library.

Archuleta County residents can
access a wide selection of popular
digital e-books and audiobooks free
from the Ruby Sisson Memorial Li-
brary. With a library card, members
of the community can borrow from
the digital collection by download-
ing Libby, the award-winning read-
ing app from OverDrive, or visiting
https://coloradodc.overdrive.com/.

Assistant Director Taylor Wor-
sham said, “All of us here at the
library are thrilled to add Libby to
our suite of electronic resources.
Libby is incredibly user-friendly and
the content selection is outstanding.”

She added, “While we’re going
through construction at our physical
location, it’s important to remember
thatthe digital libraryis always open.”

Named one of Popular Mechan-

Premium
Flooring
Choices

Quality wood, vinyl plank, carpet and file

ics’ 20 Best Apps of the Decade,
Libby seamlessly connects first-time
users and experienced readers with
the Ruby Sisson Library’s digital col-
lection.

This locally selected collection
offers e-books and audiobooks, in-
cluding bestsellers and new releases.
Readers of all ages can select from
virtually every subject, ranging from
mystery, romance, children’s, busi-
ness and more.

Readers may start reading or
listening for free with a valid Ruby
Sisson Memorial Library card. This
service is compatible with all major
computers and devices, iPhone, iPad,
Android phones and tablets and
Chromebooks. Through Libby, read-
ers can also “send to Kindle”

All titles will automatically expire
at the end of the lending period and
there are no late fees. Readers can
also download titles onto Libby for
offline use.

To get started enjoying e-books,
audiobooks and more, download
Libby or visit https://www.pagosali-
brary.org/ebooks-and-databases.

Find the perfect floor
covering for every room
in your home with our
professional design service
and expert installation.

The Tile & Carpet Store

M-F 8-4:30 « (970) 731-5282
204 Bastille Dr. (N.Pagosa Blvd, Left at Bastille Dr.)

988 Lifeline

Whether you're facing mental health struggles, emotional distress,
alcohol or drug use concerns, or just need someone to talk to,
our counselors are here for you.

_You are not alone. 988 for help. )

Our Community.

Our Solutions.

The Town of Pagosa Springs Sanitation
General Improvement District’s system has a
pipe infrastructure that is aging and
in desperate need of repairs.

The system to pump effluent 7+ miles uphill
to the Vista wastewater treatment plan is
unsustainable.

We are in need of a new treatment plant
situated in the downtown to process
effluent for downtown businesses, schools,
government facilities and residents.

Please take a look at
Pagosa-Sewer-Solutions.com
for more information.

Nuestra Communidad!
Juntos podemos segurar
nuestro futuro.

Paid for by Pagosa Sewer Solutions
Co-chairs Leonard Martinez and David Hamilton
Treasurer Clifford Lucero

Your local news source
since 1909.

The Pagosa Springs SUN
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Mountain
Chile Cha
Cha winners
announced

By Jacque Aragon
Mountain Chile Cha Cha

The winners of the Mountain Chile
Cha Cha’s margarita contest and Patty
Aragon Green Chile Classic have been
announced and are as follows.

Patty Aragon Green Chile

Classic

The Patty Aragon Green Chile
Classic winners are as follows.

Home Cooks Veggie
First place: Isabel Herrera, V5.
Second place: Molly Witting, V7.
Third place: Melissa Buckley, V4.

Home Cooks Meat

First place: Crystal Young, M35.

Second place: Herrera, M13.

Third place: Andrea Archuleta,
M15.

People’s Choice

First place: Brooke Spears, M28.
Second place: Hank Beckman, M18.
Third place: Ritual Pagosa, V1.

Restaurants

First place: Ritual, M1.
Second place: Boss Hogg’s, M8.
Third place: Mountain Pizza, M2.

Restaurant salsa
competition

The winners of the restaurant
salsa competition are as follows.

Traditional
First place: Morena’s Lonchera.
Second place: Pagosa Peak Res-
taurant.
Third place: Ritual.

Sweet

First place: Ritual.

Second place: Los Dos Charros.

Third place: Pagosa Peak Res-
taurant.

Margarita competition

The margarita competition win-
ners are as follows.

Judges’ Choice
o Flavored:
First place: The Springs Resort.
Second place: Hidden Tracks.
Third place: Los Dos Charros.
o Traditional:
First place: Kip’s.
Second place: Los Dos Charros.
Third place: Riff Raff.

People’s Choice

o Traditional:

First place: The Springs Resort.
Second place: Riff Raff.

Third place: Los Dos Charros.
o Flavored:

First place: The Springs Resort.
Second place: Hidden Tracks.
Third place: Uncle’s.

Escape to your private
sanctuary on  this
lovely 3-acre treed
lot, complete with a
convenient  circular
driveway. Nestled in
a desirable neighbor-
hood where all prop-
erties are at least 3
acres, this home offers
unparalleled privacy
and a serene setting.
Abundant local wild-
life provides a daily

Price Reduced

ve Your Colorado Dream!

120 Big Horn Court « $565,000

connection to nature. Step inside from the covered front porch to a spacious kitchen featuring granite count-
ers. Relax in the living room or formal dining room, where large windows frame breathtaking views of the
East Range and Square Top. A partially covered deck off the dining room is perfect for enjoying the peaceful
outdoors. Despite the quiet surroundings, you are only a quick five-minute drive from town via Highway 84.
MLS #828583. https://pspixeltree.com/120-Big-Horn-(t

33 Fawn Court
$949,000

MLS # 824532
This meticulously cared for full-round log cabin, up-
town near Lake Forest, spans 2,732 square feet, featur-
ing 4 bedrooms and 3.5 bathrooms. Relax on the cov-
ered deck or backyard patio while taking in stunning
mountain views. Inside, the open floor plan connects
the great room with a cozy fireplace to a modern
kitchen boasting granite countertops, high end appli-
ances, and an island for extra prep space. The primary
bedroom and bathroom are conveniently located on
the main floor. A 2-car garage connects through the
laundry area. Upstairs has two bedrooms and a full
bathroom, while the lower level offers versatile space
for entertainment or an office, plus a fourth bedroom
set up as a bunk room with a full bath nearby.
To tour this home go to:
https://pspixeltree.com/33-Fawn-(t

1001 Soaring Eagle Court
$899,000

MLS # 822945
2 Bed, 2 Bath, 2,073 sq foot house on 36.44 acres.
Navajo River Ranch has 2 private entrances into the
forest. This home has wonderful views of the San
Juan Mountain Range and great decks. 2 tributaries
come together to form a seasonal creek called Oil
Well Creek on the property.
To tour this home go to:
https://tinyurl.com/1001SoaringEagleCourt

Own Your Own
Piece of

Colorado Land!
30 High Drive — MLS # 794628 — $55,900
38 Heron Court — MLS # 821320 — $45,000

Valerie Vander Berg
REALTOR®, Broker Associate

(: 970-585-6266
Valerie.PagosaRE@gmail.com

Shellie Hogue
REALTOR', BROKER

(:970.759.8109
ShellieCHogue@gmail.com

Discover an
single-level ~ home in
the  prestigious  Ranch
Community, nestled on a
sprawling  acre-plus lot.
Meticulously crafted with
every detail in mind, this
residence exudes quality
and  sophistication.  The
thoughtful design features
three spacious bedrooms
and  two  bathrooms,
seamlessly integrated with

exceptional

Price Reduced

240 Glade Drive «$1,125,000

an open-concept kitchen, dining, and living area—perfect for modern living and entertaining. A dual-sided
gas fireplace, connecting the living room and primary suite, creates a warm, inviting ambiance for cool evenings.
Step outside to the expansive covered deck, complete with a private hot tub, ideal for relaxing while soaking in
breathtaking sunsets. Positioned at the end of a tranquil road, this home offers serenity and convenience, with
Lake Pagosa just a short stroll away and a premier golf course nearby. Properties of this caliber are rare—don't
miss the opportunity to own this extraordinary retreat. MLS# 826768 https://pspixeltree.com/240-Glade-Dr

Price Reduced

470 Terry Robinson Road
$675,000

MLS # 828394

1.7 Acres without a property owners association
and great views of Echo Lake and the East Range.
1 bedroom, 1 3/4 baths, an office, a large open
loft and unfinished basement with a 2 car garage,
4 carports and RV parking, 3 covered decks, lots of
storage and did | say it is only 4 miles from town.
The circular driveway is large and the front porch is
screened in. Close to shopping and dining and close
to paved roads. Please note, the basement square
footage has not been included with this listing as
the basement is unfinished.

Price Reduced

109 Carol’s Curves
$250,000

MLS # 824583

The mobile home portion of this residence is 500
square feet. 1304 square feet is stick built. There
is also a small cabin built in 1993, 576 square feet
with bath and studio kitchen. The 1.2 acres is par-
tially fenced for dog’s and the acreage is all usable.
The house has large picture windows with very nice
views. There are 3 outbuildings, the septic has been
inspected.

Gail Brault
REALTOR®, Broker Associate

(:970.946.2051
GailBrault1957@gmail.com

www.shelliehogue.com

471 Deer Trail
$346,000

MLS # 826138

Discover your mountain retreat in this 2 bedroom,
1 bath log cabin, in Aspen Springs 1 on well-main-
tained Deer Trail, just a half-mile from Hwy 160. This
1,205 sq. ft. cabin features a living room, dining area,
modern kitchen, and a full bath on the main level,
with two bedrooms upstairs. The kitchen hoasts
new cabinets, countertops, and flooring. A wood
stove enhances the cabin’s ambiance. The property
is equipped with a state-of-the-art water filtration
system, including reverse osmosis, water softener,
and on-demand hot water, professionally installed.

324/356/294 Sparrow Circle
$325,000

MLS # 821243

3 separate lots 4.5 Acres total with no HOA or Cove-
nants. This 2-bedroom 1 bath home is purged and is
in very good shape. This is a very solid home with a
well-constructed snow shed over the top. There is a
2-vehicle carport and a workshop behind the carport.
There is a road behind the house going up the hill to
get to a couple of nice building sites. The views are
amazing up there. This is an awesome property and if
needed the two vacant lots could be sold separately.

Barbara Swindlehurst
REALTOR’, BROKER/ OWNER

(:303.618.7423

Barbara@MountainMeadowRealEstate.com

409 Lewis Street | P.O. Box 3850 | Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

MountainMeadowRealEstate.info « office: 970.264.6673
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Domestic Violence
Awareness Month:
What’s with all the

purple ribbons?

By Phoebe Schroeder
Rise Above Violence

Every October, purple ribbons
start appearing all over Pagosa
Springs. But who’s putting them
there — and why?

Turns out, it’s us. We're Rise
Above Violence, the same folks be-
hind the Runway for Rise Recycled
Fashion Gala fundraiser, and the
Clothesline Project you'll see this
month at the high school and hos-
pital. We are a local nonprofit that
serves survivors of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault.

Twice a year, we hang ribbons
around town to spark conversations
about domestic violence and sexual
assault, but also, more importantly,
to remind survivors that they are
not alone.

Did you know that if you filled
the stands at a Pagosa Springs High
School basketball game, the odds are
that1in 4 women and 1 in 7 men sit-
ting there have lived through — or are
currently experiencing — domestic
violence?

Thatnumber can feel overwhelm-
ing, and we understand that. Which
is why we love this year’s national
theme for Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month: “Walk With Survivors.”

This theme captures the most ef-
fective, everyday ways any of us can
support the people we know and love
who are living with abuse.

Advocates and survivors alike tell
us that three things make the biggest
difference:

o Listening without judgment.

¢ Believing and affirming.

« Offering consistent support.

But, what do these look like in
real life?

Listening without judgment
means letting someone share their
story without interruption, shame,
or blame — and without jumping
straight to fixing the problem (unless
they ask for that).

Believing and affirming can sound
like: “I believe you. I'm so sorry this
happened — and thankyou for trust-
ing me with it

And perhaps the hardest, but most
powerful, step is offering consistent
support. Sometimes, when a survivor
firstopens up, friends and familyrally
around them. But when the situation
stretches on, especially if they stay,
people’s support can fade. Checking
in, even months later, can make a
world of difference. It lets survivors
know they still have someone in their
corner, no matter what.

These three actions — listening,
believing and showing up consis-
tently — are what it truly means
to walk with survivors. They’re not
grand gestures or expert interven-
tions; they're everyday acts of empa-
thy that remind survivors they don’t
have to walk alone. When we choose
to listen without judgment, to believe
someone’s story and to keep showing
up even when it’s hard, we're walking
beside them on their path toward
safety, healing and hope.

It's not our job to walk their path
for them, or to push them toward
what we think they should do. Every
survivor’s situation is different. When
we respect their choices and keep
showing up with compassion instead
of judgment, that’s what true support
looks like, and that’s what it means to
walk with survivors.

This past weekend, our commu-
nity truly embodied what it means to
“Walk With Survivors” at our Runway
for Rise Recycled Fashion Gala. To-
gether, we raised more than $78,000
to support those affected by domestic
violence and sexual assault in our
community. These funds will directly
impact the lives of survivors, provid-
ing them with resources, supportand
hope when they need it most.

We want to express our deepest
gratitude to everyone who made this
success possible. To our generous
sponsors who believe in our mission,
our compassionate donors who gave
so freely, and every attendee who
showed up to stand with survivors
— thank you for your unwavering
support.

A special thank you goes to the
10 incredible teams who brought
creativity, passion and purpose to
the runway and to our dedicated
volunteers who gave their time and
energy. Your commitment to this
cause reminds survivors that they are
not alone and that their community
stands ready to walk beside them.

Just like the purple ribbons
around town, your presence at this
event sends a powerful message:
We are here, we are listening and we
will continue showing up with con-
sistency and compassion. Together,
we’re not just raising funds — we're
raising awareness, raising hope and
raising the possibility of a community
where everyone can live free from
violence. Together we rise.

You are not alone in this, if you or
someone you know needs support,
Rise Above Violence is here 24/7. Call
(970) 264-9075 or visit riseabovevio-
lence.org.
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5 NBC's "Meet the
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woods

14 Bearded flower
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17 Young chaps

18 Like some
imaginations

20 Shrub with
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22 Gold Rush mill
owner

23 Computer data
unit

24 Bedtime request

26 Give it a whirl
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35 American relief
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Our Community Eats receives $5,000
grant to support bread-baking program

By Katherine Solbert
Our Community Eats

Our Community Eats (OCE) is
honored to announce that we have
been awarded a $5,000 micro-grant
from the Colorado Grain Chain, a
nonprofit organization dedicated to
cultivating a vibrant, community-
centered grain economy in Colorado.

This generous grant will allow
OCE to purchase organic grains
grown right here in Colorado for our
food pantry program, The Giving
Grain.

With this support, our team of
bakers will begin baking fresh, nutri-
tious bread using some of Colorado’s
finest organic grains — grains thatare
not only rich in nutrients, but also
deeply rooted in local agriculture
and heritage.

The Colorado Grain Chain is
committed to shortening the dis-
tance between grain producers and
consumers, thereby strengthening
our local economy, promoting sus-
tainability, and empowering small
farmers and businesses. Its mission
includes healing the soil through
regenerative practices, celebrating
ancient and locally adapted grains,
and advocating for foods that offer
superior nutrition and flavor.

Thanks to this micro-grant, OCE
will be sourcing grains directly from
farmers in the San Luis Valley, Man-
cos and the eastern plains of Colo-
rado.

The varieties we will be using
include:

e Organic hard red spring/winter
wheat.

 Organic spelt.

¢ Organic Ryman rye.

« Organic white Sonora wheat.

e Organic Turkey red heirloom
wheat.

Additionally, we are excited to of-

Subscribe Today!

fer organic quinoa from the San Luis
Valley through our pantry.

This gift from the Colorado Grain
Chain will allow us to share whole-
some, nutrient-rich breads with
individuals and families in Archuleta
County and surrounding areas, many
of whom are struggling to access
fresh, quality bread. There’s some-
thing uniquely comforting about a

warm slice of bread, whether served
with soup or made into a sandwich,
and we are thrilled to be bringing that
comfort to our community.

We are so grateful for the Colorado
Grain Chain’s support and excited to
launch our bread-baking program.

To learn more about OCE or
support our mission, please visit
ourcommunityeats.com.

PROFESSIONAL
AUTOMOTIVE
DETAILING

* Interior/Exterior Auto Detailing

« Certified Ceramic Coating Specialist
« Carpet and Seat Shampooing

« Paint Correction

+ Monthly Maintenance Detailing

Not only clean your vehicle
but protect your investment.

» Call 970-699-2872 <

artisanautopdr.com
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Bread of survival, bread of soul

By Betty Slade
PREVIEW Columnist

In February, 1990, Betty Lucero
walked into my gallery in Albuquer-
que, N.M. She came in like a dust
storm from Clovis, changed my
displays, named my paintings and
became my lifetime friend. Over
the years, she introduced me to her
Spanish family and culture. My life is
enriched by this friendship.

I visited my friend and her fam-
ily recently in Clovis, N.M. Her son,
Eli Lucero, an artist in the kitchen,
planned to cook a meal for my fam-
ily and serve it when we arrived at 2
o’clock that Saturday.

I knew of Eli Lucero’s passion in
the kitchen, cooking authentic Mexi-
can recipes. I didn’t know he would
tell the wonderful stories of his family
as he served the food. That day was
more than food; we were living the
past from his family and culture.

One of the foods on the menu
that day was his bread, cooked over
pecan flames in a black iron skillet
on his outside grill. This is one of his
stories about the bread he served, a
story about his grandfather, Antonio
Salazar.

“El Cocinero del Campo”: Story
told by his grandson, Eli Lucero.

They call New Mexico La Tierra
del Encanto, the Land of Enchant-
ment. But, for me, it has always been
more than enchantment. It is sur-
vival, itis culture, itis cultura. Itis the

Artist’s

Lane

stories that smolder in the campfires
of men who forged their way through
grit, determination and fire.

And in those stories, in that
smoke, one name rises again and
again — my grandfather, Antonio
Salazar, El Cocinero del Campo.

I pictured it as though I'was there,
in Sombrero, Vaughn, where the
sheep camps scattered across the
frontier. Dawn like a blade of light
across the high desert, the bleating of
sheep and the cold whistle of wind.
Men waking tired, with dust in their
throats and calluses in their hands.

My grandfather would dig the pit,
lay the lumber and set the parrilla
or the Dutch oven just so. And then
the smell — smoke from mesquite
and pifion, curling low, carrying the
promise of warmth. In that smoke, I
can almost hear the sound of bread
rising against iron and flame.

They didn’t call him Antonio in
the camps. They called him El Co-
cinero del Campo, the Cook of the
Camp. He knew the fire like other
men knew their wives. He could read
the coals, judge the wood, feel the
heat without ever lifting a hand. Into

+ Save up to 50% on monthly
heating and cooling bills

- All-in-one insulation and air
barrier

« Helps improve indoor air
quality and comfort

« Energy efficient

Foam Insulation
Specialist

Locally Owned - Serving the Four Corners
More than 25 years of safe and proven performance

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

OWNER STAN MADDUX .. (970) 749-5711
LICENSED & INSURED

« Green built
- Certified healthy

« Open & closed cell foam
insulation

- Fiberglass
« Cellulose
« INSULATION REMOVAL

thatheat he placed the dough, scored
with his craft, sealed with patience
and prayer.

Pan de campo. Field bread. Shep-
herds’ bread. The bread of survival,
the bread of soul.

For in those rough gatherings of
men, far from home, it wasn’t gold
or railroads or politics that gave com-
fort. Itwas bread, pulled from the fire.
Hotloaves torn open in rough hands,
steam rising like incense. Bread that
carried the taste of earth, smoke and

B See Lane on next page

Publisher's Notice

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

HUD

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Fair Housing act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handicap, famil-
ial status, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination." Famil-
ial status includes children under the age of 18 living
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-
9275.

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?

Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Here’s How It Works:

wf
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P
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Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Lane

H continued from previous page
labor.

With everyloaf, he gave them more
than food. He gave them belonging.
Even in the wilderness, far from pueb-
los and families, there was cultura.
There was memory. There was God.

Decades later, I find myself light-
ing my own fire. I feel the heat on my
hands, smell the smoke in my hair
and I didn’t know why I'was so drawn
to bread baked in Dutch ovens over
open flame.

Until one morning, over a breakfast
burrito and Guatemalan coffee, my
uncle Benny, the son of Antonio, looks
at me and says, “Did you know my
father was known as the cook of the
camp? He was known for making the
best pan de campo in a Dutch oven
over the fire”

In that moment, everything
aligned. The sparks, the heartbeat of
history I understood. I had not been
cooking alone. The smoke and the fire
that calls me back to the parrilla, the

dough rising in bowls on my counter, it
isn’t chance. Itis blood. It is memory.
It is Antonio’s hand on my shoulder,
guiding me back to the flame.

This is not just food. This is not
nostalgia. This is cultura, the enduring
culture of New Mexico. The Spaniards
who came with sheep and song. The
settlers (like my grandma Carmen)
who plastered walls with blue clay dug
from Sombrero soil. The men who laid
rails across valleys and the women
who raised families in adobe homes.

All of their lives, all who breathe
in the bread. And all of this cultura is
resurrected every time I kneel before
the flame and place dough into the
Dutch oven, just as my grandfather
once did.

The sheep are gone. The camps are
quiet. The frontier has changed. But
the title remains. The honor remains.
The name whispered through smoke
remains. I cook with him still. I cook
with El Cocinero del Campo.

Final brushstroke: Eli Lucero

SpiritFire Inspirational
Living Center announces
upcoming event

By Shayla McClure

SpiritFire Inspirational Living Center

The Sunday service on Oct. 19at11
a.m.will be “Choosing a New Timeline
for Your Spiritual Fulfillment- WhatIs
Yours?” with Shayla Azriel.

Alove donation will be accepted.
The service will take place at Xanadu
Retreat. Contact (970) 510-0309 for
more information.

About us

The SpiritFire Inspirational Liv-
ing Center is a 501(c)(3). We are an
all-inclusive community honoring
all lifestyles, cultures and religious

paths to the Divine. We are the
“Good Vibe Tribe” who practices
Science of Mind principles of posi-
tive thinking.

The vision of SpiritFire Inspira-
tional Living Center is to empower
each participating member to be-
come their “best self” Our mission is
to create a world that works for every-
one through self empowerment and
awareness of the creator’s divinity.

SpiritFire Inspirational Living
Center events are held at Xanadu
private retreat. Obtain information
by joining us; emailing pagosacom-
munitynewthought@gmail.com; or
texting/calling (970) 510-0309.

Secure your home, business,
or vacation rental!

served our family more than food. He
gave us belonging. He taught us about
his proud heritage and we discovered
El Cocinero del Camp in his grandson,
Eli Lucero.

Send your comment to bettyslade.
author@gmail.com.

Views expressed do not necessarily
represent those of The SUN.

Clarks Custom Landscaping

Flagstone | Pavers | Patios & Walkways
Landscape Design & Installation

505-709-8579 (don’t worry, we’re local!)

www.clarkscustomlandscaping.com
clarkscustomlandscape@gmail.com

licensed & insured

Snow Know-How

2026
Proposed
Town Budget
Taking Shape

Your Town Council and staff have
been busy developing a proposed
annual budget to guide Town-wide
operations in 2026. The budget serves
as an important policy document and
sets expectations for service delivery to

the community. It also aligns with the Town Council’s goals and objectives for the coming year.

Over the next few weeks, Town Council will discuss the budget at two separate public hearings. Share
your feedback about the proposed budget and learn more about town finances at pagosasprings.co.gov.
+ Public Hearing #1: Tuesday, October 21, at 5:00 p.m. at Town Hall
+ Public Hearing #2 and Budget Adoption: Tuesday, November 6, at 5:00 p.m. at Town Hall

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Election Season is Here

Election Day is Tuesday, November 4, and residents are encouraged to make a plan to vote!

There are several state and local issues for voters to consider. You may register to vote, check your
voter status, or get additional information by visiting www.govotecolorado.gov or contacting
Archuleta County’s election office at 970-264-8331.

As mild fall weather turns cold and snowy, please remember to be patient and follow local snow
removal rules to keep our community safe. Did you know? The Town maintains 30 miles of streets
in winter, plowing once snowfall reaches two inches or when roads become unsafe. Residents and
businesses have snow removal responsibilities, too! Please remember to clear snow and ice from

sidewalks next to your property within 24 hours after the snow ends. Learn about Town plowing
operations, snow routes, your responsibilities, and more at pagosasprings.co.gov/snowremoval.

We provide expert security solutions to protect your assets with
Interactive Alarm Systems, Security Cameras, and Fire Systems.

We also provide Starlink installs, TV and Sound System installs,
Residential Networking, Medical Alert Devices
for you or loved ones, and much more!

Call us today at 970-731-3701

301 N. Pagosa Blvd, Unit B-3, Pagosa Springs, Colorado
www.SecurityPagosa.com
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PAGOSA SCENE . . .

RUNWAY FOR RISE RECYCLED
FASHION GALA

Scene ... walking with survivors at the Oct. 4 Runway for Rise Recycled
Fashion Gala, where more than $78,000 was raised to support those
affected by domestic violence and sexual assault in our community.
These funds will directly impact the lives of survivors, providing them
with resources, support and hope when they need it most.
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Unitarian Universalists continuing discussion on hope

Pagosa Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

People often ask, “What do Unitar-
ian Universalist’s believe?” Being fully
aware that it is not a question easily
answered, here is what the Unitarian
Universalist Association website states:

“We are people of all ages, people
of many backgrounds, and people of
many beliefs. We are brave, curious
and compassionate thinkers and do-
ers. We create spirituality and com-
munity beyond boundaries, working
for more justice and more love in our
own lives and in the world.

“Unitarian Universalism (UU)
draws from our heritages of freedom,
reason, hope, and courage, building
on the foundation of love. We cov-
enant, congregation-to-congregation
and through our Association, to sup-
port and assist one another in our
ministries.”

This description may put words to
answer the belief question, but it may
also be an opening for curious minds
and hearts to ask more questions. This
week, our Sunday program is the Go-
ing Deeper Sharing Circle, where we
gather to explore our own beliefs while
listening deeply to one anotherin a safe
environment.

On Oct. 12, from 10:30 a.m. to noon,
we will continue to explore themes of
hope, “a muscular hope,” as offered
by Krista Tippet, host of the “On Be-
ing” podcast. This session highlights
the work of Adrienne Maree Brown,
who has been described as a “social
creative, a scholar of belonging”

In this circle we allow space for
reflection and for whatever else is on
our hearts. This is an open circle and
all are welcome to practice the art of
listening with others. Light refresh-
ments are offered.

As part of our revised Action Sun-
day offering, we will move to a book
group format on the fourth Sundays of
the month. The first selection, “Social
Change Now: A Guide for Reflection
and Connection” by Deepa lyer, can
be found atyour favorite book dealer or

e-reader sites. More about the book is
available at https://uuabookstore.org/
products/social-change-now, and/or
read the following comments by reader
Pauline Benetti.

“I had just begun reading what ap-
peared to be a very short book when I
realized that much of its value lies in
the self-interrogation ... which, if taken
seriously, can take a verylong time. Itis
literally a workbook that offers a frame-
work for individuals, collectives and
organizations on a social change jour-
ney. It defines the stages of the journey
from readiness to weariness to wisdom;
itmaps anumber of social change roles
and in both instances asks the reader
to self-identify. Finally, it identifies
the promise of social change through
connection and solidarity. My hope is
that this slim volume will be the tool to
help me transform outrage and despair
into effective action appropriate to the
role I have identified as mine. I hope
you will join us for what promises to be
enlightening discussion and learning”

As a community hub, the Pagosa
UU Fellowship offers its space for
ongoing programs and events that are
not directly UU, such as the weekly
meditation practice led by a certified
instructor each Sunday from 7 to 8:30
p-m. Sessions include meditation
instruction, practice, study and chat.
Beginners are welcome to jump in
anytime. Bringa friend. AZoom option
isavailable for those unable to attend in
person. Find our email on the website
PagosaUU.orgto be added to thelist for
notices from the instructor.

In addition, the Wise and Wakeful
Circle will begin meeting at the fellow-
ship space this month. The group will
meet the second and fourth Saturdays
of the month, starting Saturday, Oct.
11, at 10 a.m. Facilitated by Dr. Elaine
Harding and Sam Johnson, its purpose
is to: “connect heart to heart in a one-
hour gathering for meditation, inspira-
tion through a spiritual reading and
discussion, and healing affirmations
to support our healing, awakening,
and manifesting a compassionate life

Trinity Anglican Church

and world” It is open to all who align
with the values of respect, peace and
authentic connection.

The Pagosa UU Fellowship is lo-
cated at Greenbriar Plaza, Unit B-15,
301 N. Pagosa Blvd., on the north side
facing the Pagosa Peak. For more in-
formation about the fellowship, please
see the website and look for our current
newsletter.

“Whoever exalts himself shall be brought
low. But whoever humbles himself shall
be exalted.” Come and humble yourself

before the Lord, and join us
for worship this Sunday at 10am.

246 Harman Park Dr. » trinityanglicanchurch.org

We built our business
on Excellence &
Customer Service

Give us a call and experience the difference!

970-582-3225

We are off Piedra & Hwy. 160 next to the bank
9 Solomon Dr, Unit 1

Open Mon-Fri ¢ 8 a.m.-noon and 1-5 p.m.

Local. Knowledgeable.
Dependable & Reliable
Independently Owned and Operated
Best in Customer Service
Proven Safety Record
Over 150 Years Combined Experience

Arrowhead Propane, Inc.
970-582-3225

arrowheadpropaneco.com

Wed love to be your propane supplier!
Come, see us today.
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Photo courtesy Charles Martinez

This week’s Bird of the Week, compliments of the Weminuche Audubon
Society and Audubon Rockies, is the Wilson’s warbler.

By this time of year, most of our summer wood warblers have departed
for warmer winter ranges, but this one sticks around a little longer. Its
breeding range extends farther north than others, and includes areas
throughout Alaska and across Canada, south through the Rocky Moun-
tains, and down ranges of the west coast. In Colorado, it breeds at higher
elevations than other warblers.

Unlike warblers that spend their time high in the canopy, this one
forages at lower levels and doesn’t require neck contortions to spot. In
the high country, it favors willow habitats that support abundant insect
life like the ones bordering mountain streams, ponds and wet meadows.
The majority of these warblers nest on the ground in low, dense stands
of willows, alders and shrubs.

This is primarily an insectivorous bird that feeds on adult and larval
forms of insects and spiders. It is an active forager seemingly always in
motion, flicking its wings and waggling its tail as it hops within a shrub.
It will also dart out to nab an insect flying by.

On their winter range in the highland oak forests of Mexico, Wilson’s
warblers also feed on the sugar rich secretions of scale-insects. These
sap-sucking insects pierce plants to feed on the food-transporting
phloem layer and excrete excess sugar and water in a sticky mixture
known as honeydew.

The Wilson’s is one of North America’s smallest warblers. They are
bright yellow below, have olive-colored backs and black, beady eyes.
Adult males wear a beret-like black cap of feathers. Some females show
a small black cap, but most have an olive-colored crown.

Wilson’s warblers were the test species used in developing a program
that compares DNA differences in a single feather between populations to
determine the breeding origin of birds encountered along their migratory
pathways. This research has evolved into the Bird Genoscape Project,
whose goal is to target limited conservation resources to areas where
they are needed for North America’s most threatened birds.

For information on events, visit www.weminucheaudubon.org and
www.facebook.com/weminucheaudubon/.

Pagosa Springs Official Visitor Guide™
Advertising Deadline: October 10, 2025

To ensure that your business is represented in
Pagosa Springs’ largest and most comprehensive visitor guide,
call your Pagosa Springs SUN advertising representative today.
(970) 264-2100

457 Lewis Street ¢ (970) 264-2100
www.PagosaSUN.com
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Archuleta
Health Fair and PERSONALIZED,

Expo celebrates | \ZZe)zin) 20 S
health and HEALTHCARE [
wellness WITHOUT

Healthy Archuleta

The 2025 Archuleta Health Fair
and Expo, held on Oct. 4, was a re-
sounding success, bringing together
a diverse array of health services,
community organizations and en-
thusiastic participants for a day
dedicated to well-being.

The event highlighted the impor-
tance of accessible health resources
and fostered a strong sense of com-
munity commitment to a healthier
Archuleta County.

The fair featured a wide range
of activities and services, including
hearing screenings, eye care ser-
vices, a mobile vaccine clinic and
blood pressure readings. Oral health
screenings and dental hygiene in-
structions were provided along with
breast exams, and student athletes
were offered ECG heart screenings. Dr. Julie - a board certified Family

Educational booths covered top- Discover a new Optlon Physician with 18 years’ experience

ics such as wellness, physical health, . >
mental and behavioral health, and offers CompGSSIOnOter root-cause

[
dental health, offering valuable infor- for pr’mary care ! care through integrative medicine

mation and resources to attendees. and direct primory ca re—helping

Open House
and Ribbon Cutting
this Friday the 10™
10am-1pm!

The event also showcased a delightful . tients thrive with a relational
farm-to-table lunch by Chef Todd Your memberShlp can be gCI ?OCIih = SUSERONS
Stevens, emphasizing healthy eating pa id with yOU r HSA / FSA 2le :

with local ingredients.

The success of the 2025 Archuleta
Health Fair and Expo would not have
been possible without the incredible
support and dedication of numer-
ous individuals and organizations.
We extend our deepest gratitude to
Pagosa Springs High School for shar-
ing their space to host the event and D. t P . c
our generous sponsors who made irec rimadar are ° (] % .
this cvent poseiblo 4 Integrative Medicine Membership Rates

We also want to thank all the ven-

§1{ors and exhibitoriiwho participated. o CG re on your L4 S|mp|e, IOW_COSt
our presence and commitment to .
healtkll)education were invaluable. SChed u Ie mem be rs h [ pS thCIt
A ial thank to th . :
many community organizations  ® S€lf-Scheduling make q.g?h;y co“e
that tributed to the fair, id-
ing ifl(f);lrnlla?i(fn a?ld eilgjéirrl)éov‘\?ith ° ACCGSS to me gC(;iSSI suelre
tici ts. Th t d o
priams hiomusyemd  through secure Lages
volunteers, including phlebotomists, textl secure ) ’
1 b ) i i tl t ffr iga- .
tors and lunch support. Your com. messaging, No house testing, and
mitqlent ensuFed asmooth and wel- h one trees pqthWG YS tO
i e xtend out heartion P inexpensive
appreciationto theentrecommunty —  Medlicaid not eligible* medications

for showing up, engaging with the re-
sources, and actively participating in
aday ofhealth and wellness. Your en-
thusiasm is a testament to our shared - -
www.goodworkspagosa.com 970-557-7147
The Archuleta Health Fair and
Expo serves as a powerful reminder
that health is not just a single event,
but an ongoing journey. We encour-

o i e Visit us on the Web www.PagosaSUN.com

H See Health on page 19
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Thank

you for
supporting
our
advertisers!

Advertising
makes it possible
for us to
bring you
the latest
community news.

When you see an
advertiser,
please thank
them!

]
The Pagosa Springs

SUN

Veterans Crisis Line

free, confidential support to veterans in crisis,
as well as their family and friends 24/7/365.

(800) 273-8255 or text 838255

Sell it

in the classifieds

Cars * Bikes ® Houses ® Land ¢ Saddles » Hay ® Goats
Horses ¢ Boats ¢ Tools e Furniture ® You name it!

To place your classified ad, call
(970) 264-2100

Thursday wouldn’t be

rsday without ...

e -

P

Name

Address

1 In County $35 yearly

City State

Zip

includes digital access at PagosaSUN.com

[ Mastercard [ Visa [d Check enclosed

Account number

(1 Out of county $45 yearly

includes digital access at PagosaSUN.com

Expiration date

The Pagosa Springs Sun
PO Box 9

Signature

Pagosa Springs, CO 81147
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All events listed in The PREVIEW
Calendar are free of charge unless
otherwise noted.

Thursday, Oct. 9

‘This Waterfall Rocks’ Geology Hike
and Fall Colors.9 a.m.-1 p.m. The
event is free, but registration is
required at sjma.org/events.

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-10:30 a.m.,
Senior Center. Ruby’s Writers Guild
welcomes writers who are looking
for opportunities, support and ca-
maraderie with other writers. Mem-
bers provide support, resources
and guidance for each other.

Great House Tour. 10 a.m., Chimney
Rock National Monument. This tour
goes to the top of the mesa ridge
for a 360-degree panoramic view
of the landscape and a close-up
of the two pinnacles with stops
along the way to learn about an-
cient Puebloan structures. Tickets
are $12 for adults and $6 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call

Health

H continued from page 17
promoting choices every day and
working together to create a commu-
nity where well-being is a constant
priority for all.

The Archuleta Health Fair and

(877) 444-6777.

Tai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Senior
Center.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Taylor will answer basic questions
related to computers, smartphones,
tablets, etc., and provide assistance
with accessing any of the library’s
online resources. Bring your device
charger and passwords.

English as a Second Language.
4-7 p.m., St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd. Your
library offers English as a second
language classes. These classes
are free. Call (970) 264-2209 or
email for more information. Begin-
ning students are encouraged to
attend from 4-5 p.m., intermedi-
ate students from 5-6 p.m. and
advanced students from 6-7 p.m.

Online Author Talk. 5 p.m., virtual.
Watch nationally renowned authors
give hourlong presentations live via
Zoom, or watch the recording later.
“10 Years of Daring Heists and Lov-
able QOutcasts in YA Fantasy” with

Expo is an annual event dedicated
to promoting health and wellness in
Archuleta County by providing acces-
sible health screenings, educational
resources and fostering community
connections.

At Flihan's, we bring quality, service
and style right to your doorstep!

MOBILE SHOWROOM
SERVICE see samples in

your own home

PRIVATE SHOWROOM

APPOINTMENTS

Explore our full selection

EXPERT INSTALLATION
Carpet, hardwood, vinyl,

laminate and more

TRUSTED LOCAL
BUSINESS

FALL
SPECIAL

Limited time only!

$50 OFF

installation
or repairs

$200 OFF

materials

*Minimum yardage applies.
Contact for more information.

FlihansFlooring.com
e 970-903-0911 or 970-946-6395
® mike@flihansflooring.com

Leigh Bardugo. For details and to
register, go to https://libraryc.org/
pagosalibrary/upcoming.

Friday, Oct. 10
Mysteries of Chimney Rock Tour.
H See Calendar on next page

\

‘WINDOW COVERINGS

reepsl Cathy Justus W.E.C.P.
discollms Window Fashions (f(f?tgﬁe({ /*/)‘((?}[655!'0/7.((/
FREE CORDLESS OPTION on select Graber products

FREE installation with purchase
blinds * shades * verticals ¢ draperies ¢ valances

bedspreads * bed skirts ¢ pillows * cushions * & more

Helping Pagosans and beyond to make
\their house a home since 1986.

264-4462 )

Continued from last week.

By comparison, the people
who walked at a low-
intensity pace but didn’t
meditate showed no
improvements until the 14th
week, and even then, the
effects weren’t as significant.

On the other hand, the
people who engaged

in mindful exercise
experienced results that
were very similar to those
reported by the walking-
plus-meditation group,
suggesting that other mental
techniques could yield
stress-busting benefits.

According to Rippe, one of

stress.

WALKING MAY SIGNIFICANTLY LOWER
YOUR STRESS art 2)

the most impressive findings from this research is the immediacy with which walking can relieve

The study also provided good news for those who aren’t able to engage in high-intensity exercise:
They can capitalize on walking’s stress-busting effects just by practicing meditation or another
mental technique during their strolls.

And for those who find relaxation exercises tedious or boring, the study proved that a brisk walk can
do just as good a job of short-circuiting stress.

Source: A Step Ahead of Stress: Discover how to optimize the stress-busting benefits of walking. By
Maggie Spilner. http://www.prevention.com/fitness

Bonus Tip: Visit http://www.AmazingFacts.org for spiritual refreshment every week!
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” Psalm 119:105

Bonus Tip: Visit http://www.AmazingFacts.org for spiritual refreshment every week!
“Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.” Isaiah 12:3

A public service from your Adventist friends & neighbors at Pagosa Springs Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Disclaimer: This and all our Nature’s Remedies are for health information purposes only. The Seventh Day Adventist Church is not responsible for results.

A PROTESTANT DENOMINATION

40 Oren Road « 970-731-1005
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H continued from previous page

8 a.m., Chimney Rock National
Monument. This tour provides an
in-depth discussion along the Great
House Trail about the connection
of Chimney Rock to the greater
Chacoan culture, the significance
of the mesa-top Great House, and
the day-to-day lives of the ancestral
inhabitants of Chimney Rock. Tick-
ets are $20 for ages 13 and up and
$10 for ages 5-12, with those under
5 free. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Great House Tour. 10 a.m., Chimney

Rock National Monument. This tour
goes to the top of the mesa ridge
for a 360-degree panoramic view
of the landscape and a close-up
of the two pinnacles with stops
along the way to learn about an-
cient Puebloan structures. Tickets
are $12 for adults and $6 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Stroll of the Three Sisters Tour. 1:15

p.m., Chimney Rock National Mon-
ument. This tour along the Mesa
Village Trail, where they will learn
about an agricultural village and the
crops and other foods grown and
gathered there. Tickets are $15 for
ages 13 and up and $8 for ages
5-12. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Soc-

cer. 5:30 p.m., Golden Peaks Sta-

at (970) 731-2205. You can also
register and learn more at www.
griefshare.org.

Great House Tour. 10 a.m., Chimney

Rock National Monument. This tour
goes to the top of the mesa ridge
for a 360-degree panoramic view
of the landscape and a close-up
of the two pinnacles with stops
along the way to learn about an-
cient Puebloan structures. Tickets
are $12 for adults and $6 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Pagosa Springs Scrapbook and

Crafters Club. 10 a.m.-3 p.m,,
Senior Center dining room. Bring
your creative and scrapbooking
projects and share time with other
crafters. Bring a dish to share for
the potluck lunch.

Knitters Circle. 1-3 p.m., Natural

Grocers back room, 775 San Juan
St. Sit and knit or get help with your
project. Any type and experience
level of needleworker is welcome.
A Sisson Library program.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Soc-

cer. 3 p.m., Golden Peaks Stadium.
Pagosa Springs High School vs.
Crested Butte.

Thingamajig Theatre Company

Presents ‘Master Class.” 7 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts,
2313 Eagle Drive. For tickets and
more information, visit pagosacen-
ter.org or call (970) 731-SHOW
(7469).

classrooms, 353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Great House Tour. 10 a.m., Chimney
Rock National Monument. This tour
goes to the top of the mesa ridge
for a 360-degree panoramic view
of the landscape and a close-up
of the two pinnacles with stops
along the way to learn about an-
cient Puebloan structures. Tickets
are $12 for adults and $6 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Senior Conversations. 1:15 p.m.,
Senior Center.

Stroll of the Three Sisters Tour. 1:15
p.m., Chimney Rock National Mon-
ument. This tour along the Mesa
Village Trail, where they will learn
about an agricultural village and the
crops and other foods grown and
gathered there. Tickets are $15 for
ages 13 and up and $8 for ages
5-12. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Conversational Spanish. 4-5 p.m.,
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church,
225 S. Pagosa Blvd. Practice your
Spanish conversation skills in a
group setting. No minimum skill
level required. A Sisson Library
program.

Cultural Competency and Inte-
grated Mental Health Training.
5:30-6:30 p.m., virtual. A Zoom
training for health care providers.
Those interested in attended are
encouraged to RSVP to fsfearchu-
leta@gmail.com.

VAIL WATER HEATERS

Certified
Warranty
Repair

The ONLY Certified
Navien Tankless

Installation & Repair

LARGEST INVENTORY OF
Water Heaters & Parts for all
Navien Water Heaters and Boilers

SERVING PAGOSA SPRINGS
Chromo, Chama, Bayfield

Call today to learn more (760) 835'.' 041

Sunday, Oct. 12

Great House Tour. 10 a.m., Chimney
Rock National Monument. This tour

dium. Pagosa Springs High School
vs. Alamosa.
Thingamajig Theatre Company

DivorceCare/DivorceCare for Kids.
6-7:30 p.m., Centerpoint Church,

Is Your Vehicle

Presents ‘Master Class.’ 7 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts,
2313 Eagle Drive. For tickets and
more information, visit pagosacen-
ter.org or call (970) 731-SHOW
(7469).

Saturday, Oct. 11

Chimney Rock Through the Ages

Tour. 8-10:30 a.m., Chimney Rock
National Monument. This tour
explores both the natural and
cultural history of the area through
geologic time and incorporates the
anthropology and archaeology of
the Puebloan people. Tickets are
$20 for ages 13 and up and $10 for
ages 5-12, with those under 5 free.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Friends of the Library Pop-up

Book Sale. 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Pagosa
Springs Church of Christ, 277
Lewis St. Find new and gently used
books at excellent prices while sup-
porting the library.

GriefShare. 10-11:30 a.m., Center-

point Church, 2750 Cornerstone
Drive. A 13-week program to assist
with the healing process, regard-
less of how long it is since your
loved one passed. For more infor-
mation, call Marie Roscoe at (970)
946-9379 or Centerpoint Church

goes to the top of the mesa ridge
for a 360-degree panoramic view
of the landscape and a close-up
of the two pinnacles with stops
along the way to learn about an-
cient Puebloan structures. Tickets
are $12 for adults and $6 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Locally Haiti Event. 5 p.m., Liberty

Theatre, 418 Pagosa St. Join for
a fun evening of food, drink and
music by Locally Haiti’s director,
Wynn Walent. A film made in Petit
Trou, Haiti, will be shown.

Monday, Oct. 13

Mysteries of Chimney Rock Tour.

8 a.m., Chimney Rock National
Monument. This tour provides an
in-depth discussion along the Great
House Trail about the connection
of Chimney Rock to the greater
Chacoan culture, the significance
of the mesa-top Great House, and
the day-to-day lives of the ancestral
inhabitants of Chimney Rock. Tick-
ets are $20 for ages 13 and up and
$10 for ages 5-12, with those under
5 free. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Women’s Fellowship. 9-11 a.m.,

Pope John Paul Il Catholic Church

2750 Cornerstone Drive. A 13-week
program that provides a safe envi-
ronment for people who are expe-
riencing the hardship of divorce or
separation. It features experts on
divorce and recovery topics. Di-
vorceCare for Kids is for kids 5-12,
with topics mirroring the adult ses-
sions. For more information, email
Jim Shook at jshookup@gmail.
com or call the church at (970)
731-2205. You can register online
at www.divorcecare.org.

Tuesday, Oct. 14

Coffee and Kiddos Playgroup. 10-11
a.m., Aspire Medical Services and
Education, 602 S. 8th St. For those
with kids ages birth to 3 years old.

Pagosa Springs Stitchers. 10 a.m.-
noon, Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St. Bring your
current stitching project and a
snack/drink if you wish, and enjoy
the fellowship of other stitchers. All
are welcome.

Great House Tour. 10 a.m., Chimney
Rock National Monument. This tour
goes to the top of the mesa ridge
for a 360-degree panoramic view
of the landscape and a close-up
of the two pinnacles with stops
along the way to learn about an-
cient Puebloan structures. Tickets

H See Calendar on next page

Ready For The Cold
Winter Ahead?

Don’t wait until your

* car doesn’t start!
Winterize it today!

S

' 10% OFF
! Vehicle
I Winterization

I Bring in or mention this ad for this
limited time offer. Shop supplies and tax

I not included. See the friendly Pros at
Piedra Automotive for details. May not be

‘ combined with other offers. Max discount
$50. Offer ends 11/20/25.

Piodra Automotive

(970) 731-3335 2 TOWING &

EMERGENCY
505 Piedra Rd. ROADSIDE
Open 7 AM - 6 PM Mon. - Thur. Hour ASSISTANCE

10% OFF

Full Service
I Oil Change

I Bring in or mention this ad for this
limited time offer. Shop supplies and tax

I not included. See the friendly Pros at
Piedra Automotive for details. May not

l be combined with other offers. Offer ends
11/20/25.
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H continued from previous page
are $12 for adults and $6 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Veterans for Veterans of Archuleta
County. 10 a.m., Pagosa Bible
Church, 209 Harman Park Drive.
Veterans and family members are
invited to share experiences with
vets of all ages. Find out about the
latest in vets benefits, vets news
and community-focused events.
Contact (970) 880-8387 for more
details.

HR Power Hour. Noon-1 p.m., Zoom.
The Community Foundation serv-
ing Southwest Colorado’s HR
experts will cover everything non-
profits need to know to update and
optimize their HR practices, includ-
ing employment law, successful
onboarding, preventing conflict in
the workplace, required HR poli-
cies, staff contracts and building a
culture of feedback. The cost is
$10 per session or $50 for all the
session. For more information and
to register, visit www.swcommuni-
tyfoundation.org/hr-power-hour/.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Ruby’s Book Club. 2-3 p.m., Ar-
chuleta County Transit Center, 83
Harman Park Drive. Join to discuss
“The Women” by Kristin Hannah.

Good News Club. 3:15-4:45 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Elementary
School. Aweekly club for kids in kin-
dergarten through the fourth grade
where the Bible is taught with songs,
stories, object lessons, games and
more. To register, visit https://cef-
colorado-431831.churchcenter.
com/people/forms/1006150.

English as a Second Language.
4-7 p.m., St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd. Your
library offers English as a second
language classes. These classes
are free. Call (970) 264-2209 or
email for more information. Begin-
ning students are encouraged to
attend from 4-5 p.m., intermedi-
ate students from 5-6 p.m. and
advanced students from 6-7 p.m.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Soc-
cer. 5:30 p.m., Golden Peaks Sta-
dium. Pagosa Springs High School
vs. Bayfield.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

Men’s Fellowship. 6 p.m., Pope John
Paul Il Catholic Church classrooms,
353 S. Pagosa Blvd.

Wednesday, Oct. 15

Kids Kare. 9:30-11:30 a.m., Pagosa
Bible Church, 209 Harman Park
Drive. Aweekly club for 3- to 5-year-
olds where the Bible is taught with
songs, stories, object lessons,

games and more.

Family Storytime. 10-11 a.m., Sisson
Library. Join us for great stories,
fun songs, and plenty of reasons to
get up and move. It’s a great way
for kids to have fun while building
the skills they need to become
independent readers. For all ages.
Call (970) 264-2209 for more in-
formation.

Mountain High Gardeners. 10-11:30
a.m., Community United Methodist
Church, 434 Lewis St. Join the last
roundtable discssion of the grow-
ing season. Bring questions about
preparing for winter and planning
for 2026. All gardening types and
experience levels are welcome.

Great House Tour. 10 a.m., Chimney
Rock National Monument. This tour
goes to the top of the mesa ridge
for a 360-degree panoramic view
of the landscape and a close-up
of the two pinnacles with stops
along the way to learn about an-
cient Puebloan structures. Tickets
are $12 for adults and $6 for kids.
For more information and tickets,
visit www.chimneyrockco.org or call
(877) 444-6777.

Therapy Dog Visit. 11 a.m., Sisson
Library. Take a moment after story-
time to visit with a certified therapy
dog, Mia.

Bridge. 1:15 p.m., Senior Center.

Mindful Drawing. 1:15 p.m., Senior
Center.

Mexican Train Dominoes. 1:15p.m.,
Senior Center.

Elementary Tutoring. 3:30-4:30
p.m., Pagosa Springs Elementary
School, 141 S. 10th St. For grades
1-3. Elementary school children
are tutored in reading and math.

Registration required. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information. A
Sisson Library program.

Junior Youth Challenge. 3:30-4:45
p.m., Pagosa Springs Middle
School music room. A weekly club
for kids in fifth and sixth grade where
the Bible is taught with songs, sto-
ries, object lessons, games and
more. To register, visit https://cef-
colorado-431831.churchcenter.
com/people/forms/1006150.

Mysteries of Chimney Rock Tour.
5-7:15 p.m., Chimney Rock Nation-
al Monument. This tour provides an
in-depth discussion along the Great
House Trail about the connection
of Chimney Rock to the greater
Chacoan culture, the significance
of the mesa-top Great House, and
the day-to-day lives of the ancestral
inhabitants of Chimney Rock. Tick-
ets are $20 for ages 13 and up and
$10 for ages 5-12, with those under
5 free. For more information and
tickets, visit www.chimneyrockco.
org or call (877) 444-6777.

Pagosa Springs High School Boost-
er Club. 5:30 p.m., Pagosa Springs
High School.

Thursday, Oct. 16

‘Written in Bark’ Aspens and Arbor-
glyphs Hike. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. The
event is free, but registration is
required at sjma.org/events.

Ruby’s Writers Guild. 9-10:30 a.m.,
Senior Center. Ruby’s Writers Guild
welcomes writers who are looking
for opportunities, support and ca-
maraderie with other writers. Mem-
bers provide support, resources
and guidance for each other.

H See Calendar on next page

October's Educational information is

"The Dangers of Waiting Too Long to Dry Out a Flooded Home

Most people lose employer sponsored dental benefits when they
retire and don't fill the gap because Medicare does not include
dental coverage and dental insurance is expensive and complicated.
That's why we developed our Pagosa Plan Membership.

Our membership plan is a simple and affordable annual
subscription that includes regular cleanings, exams, and x-rays at
no extra cost, plus discounts off additional treatment. There are
no deductibles, annual maximums, waiting periods, claim denials,
pre-approvals, or other restrictions.

And your benefits start as soon as you sign up!

For only $36 per month,
you'll receive:

+ 2 Professional Cleanings
* 2 Regular Exams

+ 2 Oral Screenings

+ All Routine X-Rays

308 Pagosa Street
+ 1 Emergency Exam 8

Pagosa Springs CO 81147
www.pagosa.dentist

PLUS, your plan includes
a 15% discount off
dental treatments!

To learn more and sign up today, go to

clerri.com/BQ9S or contact us at
info@pagosa.dentist or 970-264-9436

/]

When your home floods - whether from a burst pipe, storm, or appliance failure -
it's easy to feel overwhelmed. But one of the worst things you can do is wait too long to
start the drying process. Please see our blog for comprehensive information.

Fire Restoration
Water Extraction
Mold Remediation

NATIONALLY LICENSED

Smoke and Odor Removal
Crawlspace Inspections/Work

Structural Drying

Lars Schneider 970-946-0238 | BJ Jones 970-749-9028
MountainMenDM.com * mail@mountainmendm.com

INSURED

Disaster Restoration
Flood Mitigation
Call us today!

BJ Jones and Lars Schneider, owners, have spent a
combined total of over 45 years in Pagosa Springs.

As long-time locals, we operate with small-town
hospitality without the “Pagosa-time mentality.” Your
time is as valuable as ours, so we operate with
punctuality.

Mountain Men Disaster Mitigation is here to service
you and your family through providing quality in our
work, and being timely and efficient.

Don’t forget to check your crawl spaces for standing
water. Water mixed with the normal environments
produced in a crawlspace is the perfect breeding
ground for microbial growth. We also offer sump pump
system installations and repairs as well as moisture
barriers. Call today for a free evaluation!

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
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October marks Breast Cancer Awareness Month

By Ricardo Martinez
PREVIEW Columnist

October is Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month — a time dedicated to
raising awareness about the impor-
tance of early detection, education
and support for those affected by
breast cancer.

Therisk of breast cancer increases
as you get older. Two out of three in-
vasive breast cancers are diagnosed
in women aged 55 and older.

Because of this, regular screenings
and early detection are critical. Breast
cancer remains one of the most com-
mon cancers among women, and
catching it early can significantly
improve survival rates.

Communities across the nation
are coming together this month

with events, educational campaigns,
and resources to emphasize the
importance of women’s health and
prevention.

Locally, the Archuleta County
Public Health Department is offer-
ing screening services for breast
and cervical cancers to uninsured
women ages 21-64. These screenings
are available for eligible participants
who meet income guidelines. Wom-
en who qualify can access critical

H continued from previous page

Tai Chi Chih. 1:30-2:30 p.m., Senior
Center.

Tech Time. 2-4 p.m., Sisson Library.
Taylor will answer basic questions
related to computers, smartphones,
tablets, etc., and provide assistance
with accessing any of the library’s
online resources. Bring your device
charger and passwords.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Soc-
cer. 4 p.m., Golden Peaks Stadium.
Pagosa Springs High School vs.
Lake County.

Growers and Producers Forum.
4-5:30 p.m., Community United
Methodist Church, 434 Lewis St. A
platform for community members,
experienced farmers and novice
growers to gather, network, learn
and share experiences to create a
local food system.

English as a Second Language.
4-7 p.m., St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd. Your
library offers English as a second
language classes. These classes
are free. Call (970) 264-2209 or
email for more information. Begin-
ning students are encouraged to
attend from 4-5 p.m., intermedi-
ate students from 5-6 p.m. and
advanced students from 6-7 p.m.

PALS Adult Education. 5:30-8 p.m.,
Sisson Library. Pagosa Adult
Learning Services, or PALS, can
help you with high school equiva-
lency, GED, college prep, financial
aid, tutoring and more. Mark can
help you develop a plan to achieve
your education goals. Call (970)
264-2209 for more information.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Volleyball. 6
p.m., Pagosa Springs High School.
Pagosa Springs High School vs.
Ignacio.

Friday, Oct. 17

Pagosa Springs Varsity Boys’ Soc-
cer. 2 p.m., Golden Peaks Stadium.
Pagosa Springs High School vs.
Fruita Monument.

Pagosa Springs Varsity Football.

7 p.m., Golden Peaks Stadium.
Pagosa Springs High School vs.
Gunnison.

Thingamajig Theatre Company
Presents ‘Master Class.” 7 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts,
2313 Eagle Drive. For tickets and
more information, visit pagosacen-
ter.org or call (970) 731-SHOW
(7469).

Saturday, Oct. 18

GriefShare. 10-11:30 a.m., Center-
point Church, 2750 Cornerstone
Drive. A 13-week program to assist
with the healing process, regard-
less of how long it is since your
loved one passed. For more infor-
mation, call Marie Roscoe at (970)
946-9379 or Centerpoint Church
at (970) 731-2205. You can also
register and learn more at www.
griefshare.org.

LEGO Play. 11 a.m.-noon, Sisson
Library. For kids 8-11 years old.
Bring your own or use the library’s
LEGOs to free build. Contact the
library at (970) 264-2209 for further
information.

Thingamajig Theatre Company
Presents ‘Master Class.” 7 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts,
2313 Eagle Drive. For tickets and
more information, visit pagosacen-
ter.org or call (970) 731-SHOW
(7469).

Jewels and Jeans Barn Dance. 7-10
p.m., PLPOA Clubhouse, 230 Port
Ave. Kick up your heels for the 10th
annual event hosted by the Rotary
Club of Pagosa Springs. Enjoy
food, live music by Vanishing Breed
and more. The doors will open at
6:30 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 19

ThingamaWHO Teen Program
Presents ‘Beetlejuice Jr.’ 3 p.m.,
Pagosa Springs Center for the Arts,
2313 Eagle Drive. For tickets and
more information, visit pagosacen-
ter.org or call (970) 731-SHOW
(7469).

preventive care at no cost, ensuring
more community members receive
the medical attention they need. For
more information or to schedule a
screening, call the Archuleta County
Public Health Department at (970)
264-2409.

Upcoming events

Put us on your schedule. We have
several events coming up, including
our Masquerade Ball on Oct. 24 from
6to 9 p.m. at Keyah Grande; our non-
alcoholic drinks bar at the holiday
market at the Pagosa Lakes Property
Owners Association Clubhouse on
Nov. 1 and 2; and our tree at the Fes-
tival of Trees on Dec. 5 and 6.

The Archuleta Seniors Inc. (ASI)
office, activities and lunch service
will be closed Monday, Oct. 13, for
Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

Senior Conversations

The very popular Senior Conver-
sations with local Bill Salmansohn
takes place on Mondays at 1:30 p.m.
at the Senior Center.

Salmonsohn brings to the conver-
sations a variety of topics designed to
stimulate discussions within a safe
and comfortable environment as we
explore our well-being and shared
experiences.

This is a unique opportunity to

H See Senior on next page

FREE QUOTES
706-410-4997

INFO (@ SANJUANARBORISTS.COM
LiIcENSED - BONDED - INSURED

SAN JuAN ARBORISTS

TREE SERVICE PROVIDER

- Tree Trimming and Pruning
Hazard Tree Removals
Lot Clearing & Fire Mitigation
- Cabling and Bracing
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Senior

H continued from previous page

connect with others in the Archuleta
community, fostering sharing and
friendships.

Snacks will be provided.

Afterward, hosted by Robin Wil-
liams, stay for a get-together created
for those who wish to continue the
conversation. This opportunity is
typically from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., fol-
lowing Senior Conversations.

The group occasionally recon-
venes as an informal gathering at
various local restaurants.

Stretching and mobility
weekly class

Community members are invited
to attend free weekly classes every
Tuesday from 10 to 11 a.m. at the
Pagosa Senior Center at 451 Hot
Springs Blvd., in the back of the Ross
Aragon Community Center.

The stretching and mobility class-
es for adults age 55 or better are
designed to help build balance in the
body through functional exercises
that aim to improve mobility and
flexibility.

Participants will have the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a variety of techniques
that can help enhance overall move-
ment efficiency.

Though not necessary, a mat is
recommended for this class.

The program is instructed by local
ballet dance instructor Dee Pitchon,
who will provide modifications to
ensure the safety and effectiveness
of the exercises.

Mahjong

Mahjongis a 19th century Chinese
tile-based game that is commonly
played with four players. Each player
receives 13 tiles with a goal to make
matching sets and pairs (like poker).
To win, a player must form four sets
and one pair.

Come to the Senior Center to
learn or play every Tuesday at 1:15
p.m.

Bridge

The game of bridge is hosted on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 1:15
p-m.

Bridge is a four-player card game
with partners sitting opposite each
other around a table. It is a trick-
taking card game using a standard
52-card deck. Come alone or bring
a partner.

Hand and foot card game

Whether you are new to hand and
foot or interested in learning, please
join us most Tuesdays at 1:15 p.m. at
the Senior Center.

This card game involves four
rounds, with the final round reached
sometime between two and three
hours later. Plan to stay and meet
some new friends or catch up with
those you have missed.

No experience is necessary, so
come willing to learn.

Emotional freedom
On the second Wednesday of

the montbh, join the “Tappers,” who
practice a self-regulation technique
to relieve symptoms of anxiety, de-
pression, insomnia and more.

Come learn the technique on the
second Wednesday of each month
at 10 a.m. at the Senior Center. Ev-
erything you need to get started is
included in this fun, engaging, sup-
portive class taught by Judith New-
man, LPC.

Mindful drawing

Mindful drawing is an easy-to-
learn, relaxing and fun way to cre-
ate beautiful images by drawing
structured patterns. Join our friendly
instructor, Roberta Strickland.

Classes are every Wednesday at
1:15 p.m. in the Senior Center. This
activity is open to all ages. Help us
create an intergenerational commu-
nity. For those under 18 and/or with
disabilities, you are welcome to join
us, but we kindly ask you to please
bring an adult chaperone with you.

Mexican train dominoes

Mexican train dominoes meets
on Wednesdays at 1:15 p.m. at the
Senior Center.

Ruby’s Writers Guild

The Ruby’s Writers Guild now
meets on Thursdays from 8:45 to
10:30 a.m. The Guild is an informal
group that meets to support writ-
ers of all genres and experiences. It
supports writers through friendly
critique, resources, discussion, and
literary and cultural activities. Bring
your secret idea drafts or completed
manuscripts. Come join the group.
Tai chi chih

Come on Thursdays from 1:30 to
2:30 p.m. for tai chi chih classes at the
Senior Center.

Tai chi chih is not a martial art,
butrather a tool for self-healing. Soft-
ness, flow and effortlessness are the
guiding principles in this meditative
practice.

The 19 movements and one pose
are designed to stimulate, circulate
and balance the vital energy which
is inherent in all of us.

Bingo

The Senior Center hosts free com-
munity bingo twice a month on Fri-
day afternoons from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Join the group on Oct. 17.

Participation is free, and all we ask
is you bring yourself and a friend for
an hour of joyful fellowship. We will
provide prizes for all winners, and
snacks will also be provided.

No RSVP is required; just show up.

All ages are welcome, but we ask
those 18 and younger to come with
an adult chaperone. Seats are first
come, first served.

Scrapbooking and

crafters club

The Pagosa Springs Scrapbooking
and Crafters Club continues to hold
monthly meetings the second Satur-
day of each month from 10 a.m. to 3

p-m. at the Community Center, 451
Hot Springs Blvd., within the dining
hall in the Senior Center.

This creative tradition has been
happening since 2005, and we invite
all creative individuals to come and
share ideas, connect with new and
old friends, learn/share creative tech-
niques, share supplies and indulge
in a potluck lunch together. Bring
your scrapbooking projects — or any
crafting project that you may want to
work on with the group.

Help us create an intergenera-
tional community. Those ages 18
and older are welcome. For those
youth age 17 and younger, we kindly
request an adult chaperone accom-
pany them.

If you would like to be added to
the mailing list, please send your re-
quest to copenhavercreative@gmail.
com and you will receive notification
each month of the upcoming meet-
ing, along with handy tips and tricks
for scrapbooking and more.

Share lunch Monday
through Friday

Join local elders, their friends,
family and community at the Silver
Fox’s Den in person for delicious
meals Mondays through Fridays at
the Community Center between 11
a.m. and 1 p.m. Grab ‘N’ Go pickup
via our convenient portico is also
available all week.

To reserve your meal for the day,
please make your reservation via text
or phone call to (970) 264-2167 by 9
a.m. weekdays. Please say whether it
is dine-in or Grab ‘N’ Go.

Our dining hall is open to all ages
and welcomes you all with kindness
and warmth. We provide hot/cold
meals for anyone in the community
interested in a nutritious and deli-
cious meal. For those 60 or older we
request a suggested donation of $6,
butno one will be turned away. There
is a $10.50 charge for guests under
the age of 60.

Meals include a main course, side
dish, fruit/dessert, garden salad plus
beverage.

Community Cafe menu

Call before 9 a.m. Please note
that occasionally the menu must be
changed on short notice.

Thursday, Oct. 9 — Asian chicken
salad with sesame dressing, potstick-
ers with dipping sauce, poached pear
and milk.

Friday, Oct. 10 — Aussie meat pie,
sweet potatoes, Vegemite, garden
salad, fruit, vanilla yogurt and milk.

Monday, Oct. 13 — Closed for
Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

Tuesday, Oct. 14 — Vegetable
curry over brown rice, roasted cau-
liflower, garden salad, fruit, tapioca
pudding and milk.

Wednesday, Oct. 15 — Beef stro-
ganoff over egg noodles, glazed
carrots, garden salad, fruit, cookies
and milk.

Thursday, Oct. 16 — Chicken

H See Senior on next page
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Goat, [amb & Pork

All cuts are Prewrapped & Frozen
Call and we will have your order ready.
Check out our website at colesmeatprocessing.com for info
on our local producers and hours of operation.

(970) 264-2426

Located @ 495 Hwy. 84 - Pagosa Springs CO 81147

' "A1Taxi Service' :

\

970-585-4903

8am-8pm Sunday-Thursday

8am-10pm Friday and Saturday
or by appointment!

Fully licensed and insured!
Smoke-free vehicles!
Local discount system- just ask!

Reliability

Matters! Counts!

PUC 16400, MCT 0021, DOT 2842985
B B B _§B _§ § & B § § § & B § B )

Courtesy

/

Fall is here,
SNOW iS near,
come rent a Deere!

Man Lifts « Pole Saws
Brush Hogs - Trenchers
Log Splitters

Wood Chippers
Power Rakes « Skid Steers
Pickup and delivery Excavators and much more!
for equipment rentals
available!

See our full line of equipment
on pinevalleyrental.com

391 Bastille Drive - (970) 731-4410
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Local authors write a family memoir and tales of three
western women, plus Friends book sale Saturday

By Carole Howard
PREVIEW Columnist, and the library staff

Two local authors who have do-
nated their books to your library’s
collection help bring vibrant person-
alities and regional history to life in
an interesting, enjoyable way.

“Patterson” by fourth-generation
Pagosa resident Dean Cox is an 830-
page nonfiction tribute to Julius Brice
Patterson and his ancestors, descen-
dants and associates with a multitude
of drawings, pictures and even some
beautiful paintings. Its subtitle,
“Compelling times and events of a
Rocky Mountain pioneer family,” is
an apt description of what’s inside.

Much of this historical narrative
is based on family stories plus an
interview with Brice at age 92 by the
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion. As well, the author got help with
research and site visits from friends
and family.

Coxwrote much of the family saga
over five years in a cabin he built
in the mountains above Silverton
which he visited every other week
in summer and winter. There, Cox
could look out the window and see
two stunning 13,000-foot peaks that
provided inspiration and atmosphere
as he wrote.

Don't let the length of this book
or the fact that it covers so many
decades of family history intimi-

Senior

H continued from previous page
fettuccine Alfredo, broccoli, garlic
bread, garden salad, fruit, cottage
cheese and milk.

Friday, Oct. 17 — Ginger-lime
shrimp, cilantro rice, Caribbean
beans, garden salad, tropical fruit,
Key lime pie and milk.

Meals on Wheels

We deliver fresh Meals on Wheels
five days a week (and provide frozen
Meals on Wheels for weekends) to
homebound Archuleta County resi-
dents. The meals are delivered by our
wonderful volunteers. Call or text us
at (970) 264-2167 for how to sign up
for the program.

Text reservations

Don'’t forget that we offer a con-
venient texting service for you to
communicate with us. Text us at
(970) 264-2167. When texting, please
include your name, phone number
and the days you want a meal. If you
are canceling a reservation, please
include your name, phone number
and the days you want to cancel.

Mountain Express
Transit senior paratransit

services

Seniors over the age of 60 can be
verified to receive services through
discounted paratransit services, free
bus rides and pick up at your home

date you. The author’s pleasant,
unintimidating writing style helped
by generous use of quotations and
conversations make for easy reading.

Meanwhile, Sylvia McDaniel has
donated “Desperate,” the initial book
in her Lipstick and Lead series, to go
along with the other four novels in
her series, “Deadly,” “Daring,” “De-
termined” and “Dangerous,” already
in our collection.

These stories feature three sisters
burdened with the responsibilities of
a homestead in a small town in west
Texas who turn to bounty hunting to
pay their bills and to save money so
that they can pursue their dreams.

Sylvia has lived in Pagosa Springs
for seven and a half years, after
moving here from Dallas. Now that
this series is complete, she plans to
publish her newest book, a romance
titled “Secrets of the Past,” very soon.

You will find both authors’ books
in the Local Authors section at your
library.

Book sale Oct. 11

Thanks to your generosity donat-

to bring you to the Senior Center for
lunch. To become eligible, there is a
form to complete.

Older adults needing a ride to
a local food pantry can contact the
Mountain Express Transit (MET) to
schedule a ride with its paratransit
service.

Call the Archuleta County MET at
(970) 264-2250 for information.

Medicare assistance by
appointment

For anyone who needs help en-
rolling and navigating Medicare
plans, the San Juan Basin Area Agen-
cyon Aging helps with parts A, Band
D. They can also help you with fraud
concerns and troubleshooting any
billing issues you may be having. By
appointment only. Please call the
Medicare line at (970) 403-6759 for
an appointment and where to meet.

Board vacancies

The ASI Board of Directors has
positions open. The terms are three
years with an option to renew for an
additional term.

Potential candidates should be
at least 21 years of age or older and
must have a passion for adult and
aging services.

Please stop by our offices at 451
Hot Springs Blvd. to pick up an ap-
plication or call (970) 264-2167 for
more information.

ing like-new books to their book
drive in September, the Friends of the
Library have accumulated enough
treasures to host a pop-up book sale
this Saturday, Oct. 11, from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the Pagosa Springs Church
of Christ, 277 Lewis St.

Friends, teachers, nurses and
first responders will benefit from a
buy-one-get-one-free offer for up to

H See Library on next page

Business Owners:
We're Celebrating our Veterans!

section

Business owners — you
can join us in saluting
those who are serving,
and have served, in our
nation’s military.
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Library

H continued from previous page

10 books.

We hope you'll take this opportu-
nity to purchase new or lightly used
books from the Friends at this event.
Proceeds from their book sales are
vital to the ongoing health of your
library.

New services

On Oct. 1, we joined the Across
Colorado Digital Consortium, which
offers Overdrive e-books and e-
audiobooks through the popular
Libby app.

This purchase is funded by the
State Grants to Libraries program
through the Colorado State Library.
While our Cloud Library subscription
offers access to 9,615 items in our
digital collection, membership in the
Across Colorado Digital Consortium
offers access to more than 19,000
items, many of them unique.

You, our library users, rank No. 1
among AspenCat libraries in use of
CloudLibrary. We’ll subscribe to both
CloudLibrary and Overdrive in the
coming year while we analyze your
use of both services.

As well, we now are receiving a
paper copy of The New York Times
Sunday edition. The latest edition
will stay at the library, but we will
circulate past editions.

Construction news

Here’s the latest news on your
library’s expansion construction
project from Barb Brattin, library
director:

“Rebar inspections have passed,
with the first concrete truck on site
and groundwater issues resolved.
For the next several weeks we will see
the foundation for the new addition
come to life.

“The projectremains on schedule,
with a grand opening date expected
sometime next summer.’

Activity locations are
changed

Now that we have much less space
for our operations and no meeting
rooms during construction, several
of our regular activities and special
events are happening in other loca-
tions.

Please check the listings in this
column and on your library’s web-
site, https://pagosalibrary.org, for
location changes throughout the
construction. If no other location is
mentioned, the activity will stay at
your library.

Online author talks

Our free online author talks with
New York Times bestselling authors
continue in October with three talks
foryou to watch live on Zoom or via a
recording. For details and to register,
go to https://libraryc.org/pagosali-
brary/upcoming.

Thursday, Oct. 9, at 5 p.m. will
showcase Leigh Bardugo discussing
“10 Years of Daring Heists and Love-
able Outcasts in YA fantasy.”

Oct. 22 at 5 p.m. will feature Ma-
lala Yousafzai, the youngest-ever
Nobel Peace Prize winner, who is
also an educational activist, bestsell-
ing author and film producer from
Pakistan.

On Oct. 29 at noon, we'll interact
with Philippa Gregory, historical fic-
tion author, on “Courtly Intrigue and
Whispers as Weapons.”

Adult knitting and

needlework

Join new and experienced knit-
ters Saturday, Oct. 11, for our free
Knitters Circle from 1 to 3 p.m. in
the Natural Grocers back room. It
is aimed at anyone over the age of
18 who would like to knit together
or get some help if you are stuck on
your project. Any type of needle-
worker is welcome.

Conversational Spanish

The Conversational Spanish group
will meet Monday, Oct. 13, from4to 5
p-m. at St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church
at 225 S. Pagosa Blvd. This is a great
opportunity to practice your Spanish
in a free group setting. No minimum
skill level is needed.

Ruby’s Book Club

Ruby’s Book Club will meet from
2 to 3 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 14, to
discuss “The Women” by Kristin
Hannah. Copies are available at your
library.

This free adult book club is held
the second Tuesday of each month,
alternating between fiction and
nonfiction titles. Anyone is welcome
to attend.

During construction it is taking
place at the new Harman Park Transit
Center, 83 Harman Park Drive, next to
the Archuleta County Sheriff’s Office.

Therapy dog visit

Next Wednesday, Oct. 15, from 11
to 11:45 a.m., kids are invited to a free
visit with a certified therapy dog after

storytime. Visits are limited to 10-15
minutes — just the right amount of
time to pet the dog, read to the dog
or just say “Hi.

Elementary school
tutoring

Free after-school tutoring for kids
in first through third grade takes
place on Wednesdays from 3:30 to
4:30 p.m. Registration is required
because of limited space, so call
your library now at (970) 264-2209
to enroll your child.

This invaluable tutoring involves
one-on-one and small-group help for
math, literacy, writing and spelling.

Note thatbecause of construction
at the library these sessions will take
place at the elementary school.

English as a second

language classes

Free in-person evening classes
happen on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, with 4 to 5 p.m. reserved for
beginners, 5 to 6 p.m. for interme-
diate and 6 to 7 p.m. for advanced
students at St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church, 225 S. Pagosa Blvd. Please
help us pass the word about these
classes.

Pagosa Adult Learning
Services (PALS)

Join Mark or Sally for free indi-
vidualized PALS sessions Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 5:30 to 8 p.m. to
help with high school equivalency,
GED, college prep, financial aid,
tutoring and more. No appointment
is necessary.

Two sources for

downloadable books

CloudLibrary has a wide variety
of downloadable e-books and au-
diobooks for all ages. To access this
free digital collection totaling 9,615
items, download the CloudLibrary

H See Library on next page

Wolf Creek Realty
448 Pagosa Street
www.OwnPagosa.com

2016 & 2018 SPIRIT AWARD, 2019 REALTOR OF THE YEAR

HUNTING

fora

COLORADO
PROPERTY?

Homes | Cabins | Ranches

Vacant Land | Commercial

Southwest Colorado Property

I'd Like to Work for You!
Call me today at (970) 946-3480

Debbie Loewen, Broker Associate
debbie@ownpagosa.com (970) 946-3480

HAVE MEDICAID?

ol You may qualify for
FREE transportation.

transportation

to anywhere in Colorado
and border state
approved cities for
Medicaid insured rides
to and from Medicaid
providers

Pre-approval and
24-hour notice
required.

Call WJP/A1 Taxi to get
yourself set up.
970-731-4081

Also Durango Airport Shuttle - Taxi Service - Weddings
Charter Service « Private Parties

Wilderness Journeys Pagosa, Inc

(all 970-731-4081 for scheduling
PUC# 16400, DOT# 2842985, MCT# 0021

WE WANT
YOUR
PHOTOS
WE’RE CELEBRATING OUR VETERANS!
We're running special photo pages in our November 6

edition for Veteran’s Day to honor those who are serving,
and have served, in our nation’s military.

Please send your service picture along with your
name, branch of service, rank and hometown to:

shari@pagosasun.com or our office at
P.O. Box 9, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

If you were in last year’s veteran’s pages, we will use
the same information unless you email to update
before October 31.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION:
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31

e <R
The Pagosa Springs S UN

(970) 264-2100 e pagosasun.com
457 LEWIS STREET o PO. BOX9
PAGOSA SPRINGS, COLORADO 81147
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M continued from previous page
app on our website, answer a few
simple questions, select AspenCat
Union Catalog for the name of your
library, then enter your library card
number and four-digit PIN.

As well, on Oct. 1, we joined the
Across Colorado Digital Consortium,
offering Overdrive e-books and e-
audio books through the popular
Libby app. This collection offers you
free access to more than 19,000 items,
many of them unique.

Visit https://coloradodc.over-
drive.com on your computer or
download the Libby app to your
device. To get started, enter your lo-
cation, select Across Colorado Digital
Consortium, and select Ruby Sisson
Library - Upper San Juan Library
District to enter your library card
number and four-digit PIN.

Library staff are happy to help
you set up your device if you need
assistance.

DVDs

“Matlock” starring Katy Bates is
season one. “Dark Winds” is season
three. “The Hoenician Scheme”
features a ruthless wealthy Euro-
pean. “Outrageous” is based on
the true story of the Mitford sisters
who played by their own rules.
“What are UFOs?” is a PBS Nova
program.

Short stories

“An Oral History of Atlantis” by Ed
Park is a collection of 16 short stories
spanning a quarter century.

Mysteries and thrillers

“Twist of Fate” by Se-Ah Jang
features two women, both running
away, whose meeting on a train
changes their lives. “Milo’s Reck-
oning” by Joseph Oldhan follows
a grad student tracking the mys-
terious death of his mentor. “The
Good Liar” by Denise Mina tracks a
widow who has to decide what to do
when she learns her trial testimony
was wrong. “We Solve Murders” by
Richard Osman features a retired
investigator and his daughter-in-
law PI.

Other novels

“Animal Farm” is the classic
George Orwell novel. “Tomlinson’s
Wake” by Randy Wayne White is a
Doc Ford story. “Caledonian Road”
by Andrew O’Hagan explores British
class, politics and money through
five interconnected families. “Play-
ground” by Pulitzer Prize-winner
Richard Powers explores the complex
relationship between humanity,
technology and the ocean through
the interconnected lives of four
characters. “Worth Fighting For” by
Jesse Q. Suitanto features a woman

working for a private equity firm.
“Among Friends” by Hal Ebbott fol-
lows lifetime family friends dealing
with an unexpected act. “Beasts of
Carnival” by Rosalia Rodogo is a
historical fantasy.

Quotable quote

“There are never right or wrong
decisions. The wrong decisions
are the ones you never made. So
whatever decision you make, go
with it. You will always have time to
correct yourself, because if you're
on the move you will have other op-
portunities. If you stay in one place,
you won't get that chance. ... So if
you're going to make a mistake, just
make sure you're still moving: going
somewhere, believing in some-
thing, moving forward.” — Jose
Andres, Spanish-American chef,
restauranteur, cookbook author
and TV host. He is the founder of
World Central Kitchen, a nonprofit
organization devoted to provid-
ing meals in the wake of natural
disasters.

Website

For more information on library
books, services and programs — and
to reserve books, e-books, books on
CD and DVDs from the comfort of
your home — please visit our website
at https://pagosalibrary.org.

O'Rourke Media Group is recruiting for an Advertising Account Executive. We're seeking a proven sales professional that has a demonstrated track record
of driving growth and new business development. Great opportunity for an experienced media sales rep, recent college grad or those looking to make a
career change from outside of the media business. We offer an excellent compensation plan ranging from $50K to $100K+, great support and training, a
fun work environment and lots of autonomy.

JOIN OUR TEAM

OMG is a family-owned, diversified media company that was formed in 2018. Originally just a holding company that owned a few newspapers, O'Rourke
Media Group (OMG) has established itself as an industry-leading, digital media company comprising a cutting edge digital agency and an impressive
group of award-winning, hyper-local print newspapers and niche magazines. OMG now operates in eight states, 36 markets with over 50 publications and
hyper-local websites. For more company information, please go to our website at www.orourkemediagroup.com.

POSITION OVERVIEW

The Advertising Account Executive is responsible for managing client relationships, developing advertising strategies, and ensuring client satisfaction.
This role requires a blend of sales, marketing, and communication skills.

ADVERTISING
ACCOUNT
EXECUTIVE

QUALIFICATIONS

Strategy Development: « Bachelor's degree in Marketing, Advertising,
Business Administration, or a related field.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES

Client Management:

« Actas the primary point of contact for + Collaborate with internal teams

assigned clients. to develop effective advertising « Proven experience in sales or account management,
+  Build and maintain strong, long-lasting campaigns. preferably in the advertising industry.
client relationships. + Present campaign proposals to « Strong communication, negotiation, and

clients and negotiate terms. presentation skills.

+ Understand clients’ business
objectives and advertising needs. + Monitor campaign performance + Ability to build and maintain client relationships.

and adjust strategies as needed. + Excellent analytical and problem-solving abilities.

+ Client Relationship Management

Sales and Business Development: Reporting and Analysis:

« Identify and pursue new business « Provide regular reports on

opportunities. campaign progress and results. + Sales and Business Development
« Prepare and deliver sales « Analyze data to identify trends « Strategic Planning
presentations. and insights. + Communication and Presentation

+ Engage in networking activities. + Present findings to clients and

! + Data Analysis
internal teams.

« Meet and exceed sales targets.

Interested candidates should apply directly with an email message and resume to Jim O’Rourke

at jorourke@orourkemediagroup.com. Feel free to provide Linked In credentials as well.
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Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 8 a.m. -4 p.m., Friday 8 a.m.- noon

Classified Deadline: Tuesday 10 a.m.

MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

AGE PRICES
All Massages
include
a Soak!

OVERLOOK

HoT SPRNGS
SPA
Downtown Pagosa 264-4040

3R RANCH- WORKING in the beautiful south
San Juans. Hiring one position, ranch and
landscape maintenance. No experience, we
will train. $20 per hour. (970)264-5160.

BINGO PROGRESSIVE JACKPOT Must Go
$2,500 Progressive Jackpot is at a Must Go
level. Jackpot will be awarded no matter the
number of balls called on Sunday, October,
19, 2025. Regular Bingo starts at 6 p.m., Early
Bird Bingo starts at 5:45 p.m., doors open at
5 p.m. Must purchase a regular bingo packet
to play the progressive game. Bingo held at
John Paul Il Catholic Church Narthex at 353 S.
Pagosa Blvd. No outside food and beverage
please. Questions contact Mary Jo Coulehan
at (970)903-7815.

CONCERNED ABOUT ANOTHER’S DRINK-
ING? Pagosa Springs Al-anon Family Group
meets Tuesdays 6-7p.m., Pagosa Bible
Church. Questions? Call/ text (303)815-8569.
www.al-anon.org.

JAND J ENTERPRISES is looking for friendly
and enthusiastic people who are eager to
help customers navigate the wide world of
cannabis. We offer paid sick leave, product
sampling, employee discounts, sales bonuses
and comprehensive on-site training! Must be
21 years of age. A Marijuana Enforcement
Division badge is required to start work. E-mail
your resume to employment@jandjinc.net or
check us out on Indeed.com.

PAGOSA AA: Monday, Wednesday, Friday,
5:30p.m. Mens’ meeting Tuesday 5:30p.m.
Saturday and Sunday 10a.m. Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday 12 noon. 315 N. 2nd
St., County Road 200 (.2 miles off 160).
Women’s Friday 12 noon at Yamaguchi Park.
Zoom Sunday 10a.m. Zoom Thursday noon
women only; Zoom ID 858319763, password
754234. Call Kathi (970)946-1482 or Central
Office (888)333-9649.

REACH TOURISTS COMING TO PAGOSA
SPRINGS with the Pagosa Springs Official
Visitor Guide, winter edition. Promote your
business to your customers in 14,000 copies
of the guide. These will be distributed locally at
The Springs Resort, Walmart, Wyndham, the
visitor center and other area establishments,
at welcome centers throughout Colorado and
mailed to SUN subscribers. View the guide
on pagosasun.com. Deadline for advertising
is October 10, 2025. Distribution of the guide
will begin in November. Call The Pagosa
Springs SUN today for rates and information
at (970)264-2100 or email shari@pagosasun.
com.

WANTED: CARPENTER TO BUILD an
outside wooden staircase. Contact (970)731-
1809.

PERSONALS

FREE. CONFIDENTIAL. HELP. 24-hour
domestic violence and sexual assault helpline.
(970) 264-9075.

PagosaSUN.com

REACH TOURISTS COMING TO PAGOSA
SPRINGS with the Pagosa Springs Official
Visitor Guide, winter edition. Promote your
business to your customers in 14,000 copies
of the guide. These will be distributed locally at
The Springs Resort, Walmart, Wyndham, the
visitor center and other area establishments,
at welcome centers throughout Colorado and
mailed to SUN subscribers. View the guide
on pagosasun.com. Deadline for advertising
is October 10, 2025. Distribution of the guide
will begin in November. Call The Pagosa
Springs SUN today for rates and information
at (970)264-2100 or email shari@pagosasun.
com.

THERE IS A SOLUTION GROUP of Alco-
holics Anonymous meets Tuesdays, Thurs-
days, Saturdays, 5:30- 6:30p.m, Pagosa
Bible Church, 209 Harman Park Drive.
Questions? Richard: (970)903-1456. Dia-
mond: (970)264-1073. Ann: (303)918-8137.
Charlotte: (970)903-9690. More resources:
www.aa.org, www.aa-westerncolorado.com,
(970)245-9649, (888)333-9649 (24 hours).

WANTED: CARETAKING POSITION in
exchange for unfurnished housing. Middle
-aged couple with a dog. Good with horses.
Margaret Schaffer Schaffermargarets@gmail.
com (970)275-2037.

Submit your
classified ad

online.
PagosaSUN.com

INTERMOUNTAIN
HANDYMAN

Todd Mykleby « 806-789-0288

Call for a Free Estimate

SERVICES OFFERED

Landscaping

Power Washing

Deck Repair & Maintenance
Fence Repair

Wall Décor Hanging
Furniture Assembly/Repair

General Repairs

Senior Home Modifications
Yard Cleanup

Minor Electric

Interior & Exterior Painting
Minor Plumbing

For fast, reliable home repairs, call Todd today!
806-789-0288

Interior/Exterior

Paint & Stain

Log Home Chinkin

Free Estimates o Insured

William Wolfert
Owner

Call today! (970) 903-2229

mountainhomepaintstain.com

All your excavating needs!

* Roofing * Pole barns
* Log homes * New construction
Licensed and insured
Satisfaction guaranteed

Ammon Miller
19 years experience

- , )

Plueprints
Have your plans drawn now.
Don’t wait!

Be ready to start your house,
barn, garage or deck on time.

910-903-4014

"FIREWOOD )

Snow Removal

FIRE & ICE

Call Rick

L 946-1737 ) \CaII Dan ¢ (970) 582-0006 /

Kitchen Deep Cleaning

"The Water A

Now Offered!

\
\
, ]
Pagosa SPARKLES Runner V_ﬂ-“
Detail Oriented, Trustworthy Certified Bulk Potable Water Delivery
& Reliable Cleaners_ Cistern Deep Cleaning
For All Your Housekeeping You call,
&Window Cleaning Needs we haul! (970) 731-5022
Text/call Kim (970) 946-6446 \ Since 1999 Chadd Carnley, owner |

(Foel the warinth

Wood & Gas
Burning
Fireplaces
& Stoves
Vermont Casting
Majestic Hearth
Isokern e FMI

Enviro Pellet
Stoves

Custom installation & finish work

Chase caps
Snow splitters
Pagosa Peak
Custom Fireplaces

1065 W. Hwy. 160
Pagosa Springs, Colo
office and showroom:

(970) 264-2006
\WWW.pagosafireplaces.com )

4 N

Timber Frame
& Custom Milling

Decks & Outdoor Living Spaces
Remodels e General Carpentry

Call (970) 585-4846
kwww.backcountrybuilders.coJ

New Construction
Remodeling « Houses

Garages « Barns ¢ Decks
Licensed, insured & references
Plans drawn & submitted

2 Call Rick
£0 . (9709161737

Landscaping

& Tractor Work

« Landscaping New & Old
+ Planting Trees, Shrubs, etc.
+ Drainage Problems Solved
« Driveways Reworked

« Construction, Decks, Patios & Sheds
Small & Large Jobs Welcome

Westward Inc.
Call (970) 264-0913

FREE
Estimates
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SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

Exterior & Interior
Painting

Exterior Staining
Dock Staining
Drywall Texture

Drywall Repair
Roof Repairs

Fire Mitigation
Gravel Driveways

STAINING &
PAINTING LLC

House Power Washing
,~  Epoxy Garage Floor Coatings

Patrick m

970-946-9571  432-847-6451

Tree Trimming and Removal

Hazard Tree Removals

Fire Mitigation and Land Clearing
Plant Healthcare and Cabling

Jeremy Normann (970) 368-2217

Insured « Free Estimates
NormannTrees@gmail.com

DECK SPECIALIST

Decking floor replaced
Total deck rebuilds
Handrails
Stairs

Call Mike today
(970) 507-0379

35+ years experience
references

PAGOSA SECURE

STORAGE

80 Bastille Dr. « 970-731-8599
Storage units & parking spots

Special rates available
pagosaspringsrealty.com

PAGOSA

SPRINGS STORAGE .

Cargo Containers
RENT « RENTTO OWN « BUY
We deliver!

ALL SIZE
STORAGE UNITS
AVAILABLE

Call for Fall Specials!

970-731-0007

PagosaSpringsStorage.com

Cole Plumbing

24/7 Service

EMERGENCIES SAME DAY
in most cases

Boiler service & repair

Tankless water heater
specialist

Adam 575-574-7284

Located in Pagosa Springs

Remodeling

Security Checks

Maintenance

High Meadows Properties, LLC
Call today (970) 403-2263

ASPENGLOW LANDSCAPING/ YARD
MAINTENANCE/ YARD CLEANUP. Mowing,
trimming, raking and tree trimming. Tractor
available for planting and landscaping.
(970)946-2061.

CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING. Reason-
able prices. Linda Lerno, (970)731-0658 or
(970)507-0176.

HOME IMPROVEMENT: Drywall, Floors, Win-
dows, Doors, Plumbing, Kitchens and Bath-
rooms, Siding, Decks, Additions! (970)844-
0554.

KITCHEN DEEP CLEANS now offered by
Pagosa Sparkles. Group of high standard
cleaners. Window cleaning also available.
Text/ call KIM. (970)946-6446.

"1 in Painting
Interior & exterior
Staining & more

35 years in Pagosa Springs

Call Gary
(970) 398-9223

Tree trimming and felling
Fire mitigation - Wood chipping
Technical and hazardous tree removal
Lot clearing « Property clean-up
www.mtnforestry.com - (970)403-6396
Free estimates « Call today

KRITTER GITTERS, SKUNK AND BAT Bust-
ers. We specialize in capturing and removing
unwanted rodents and varmints. We don't trap
pigs. 50 years experience, lifetime resident.
Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

LOCAL MOVING SERVICES. Reasonable
and reliable. (970)946-2061.

MINT ROOFING Re-roofs, commercial
and maintenance. Contact Mint Roofing at
(970)426-5255.

NEED HELP DECLUTTERING OR ORGA-
NIZING? Help moving in, moving out, what-
ever’s on your list. Marlene, (719)850-3055.

PAGOSAMOVING AND LABOR — Pagosa'’s
trusted 5-star movers. Affordable, dependable,
local. Call (719)480-4275 or find us on Google.

RICHARD DECLARK ELECTRICAL is
available for all your electrical services from
remodels to new construction. | have been in
Pagosa for 15 years, no job too small or too
large. (970)903-1456.

RIVERSTONE CARPET CLEANING. 25
cents/sq. ft. and $3 per stair. No hidden
charges. Owner/operator 20 years experi-
ence. Professional, trustworthy and punctual.
100% eco-friendly. Call Mike at (970)403-
9222. Credit cards accepted with no fee.
Hallways and closets always free.

ROOF REPAIRS, LEAKS, RESCREWS,
INSPECTIONS. 35+ years experience. Call
Jeff at Blair Roofing. (970)903-6556.

SHINY COUNTERTOP /BATHTUB RESUR-
FACING by Local Americans. Deals on CA$H
call. (970)317-4162.

STUCCO REPAIR BY LOCAL AMERICANS!
Call for a Free Estimate (970)317-4162 or
email us at stuccosystemsest1993@gmail.
com.

TANKLESS/ON DEMAND WATER HEAT-
ERS. Largest inventory in the area, including
replacement parts. Same day Installation
and service in most cases. We are the only
certified company that extends the parts &
labor warranty from 1 year to 5 years. VAIL
WATER HEATERS, (760)835-1041.

TREE & CLEAR LLC. Tree removal, prun-
ing mitigation, and lawn care. Certified and
insured. Call (720)666-5761.

WE HAUL. WE WILL haul off anything but
your marijuana or your mother- in- law. No job
too big or too small. We also move buildings.
We don't haul pigs. Dan Snow (719)849-8873.

WEST CO, CONSTRUCTION AND SER-
VICES. Services include but not limited to:
siding, roofing, decks, fencing, windows,
interior/ exterior renovation, custom mill
work. Call (970)698-1362 to make your next
idea a reality.

WINDOW CLEANING —RESIDENTIAL
Bonded and insured. 25 yrs. experience
REFLECTIONS Window Cleaning. (480)892-
1999 -FREE estimates.

HEALTH

HOT SPRINGS HEALERS. Sessions in the
hot springs, bodywork, massage, Biodynamic
Craniosacral Therapy — supports brain /ner-
vous system, Qi gong, somatics — resolves
trauma. (970)903-5309. (970)844-0645.

HELP WANTED

3R RANCH HIRING one full or part-time posi-
tion. Ranch and landscape maintenance. Must
have own reliable transportation and valid
driver’s license. 40 hours a week available.
20 bucks an hour. (970)264-5160.

ALPINE PORTABLE TOILETS is hiring a full-
time toilet service driver to clean and service
portable toilets. Call David (970)946-3692 or
stop by 208 N. 14th St.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES. Front office ad-
ministrative assistant or chair side procedural
assistant positions available for immediate
hire. Will train if necessary for these valuable
positions. Flexible hours, full time or part time
available. Great pay with room for advance-
ment. Please send your resume today to
pdimplants@yahoo.com.

CONSTRUCTION LABOR HELP NEEDED.
Part time or full. Year round work. Pay based
on experience. Apply in person at 172 Gold-
mine Dr. or call (970)585-1021.

GENERAL LABORER NEEDED Full time.
Assorted Duties. Please send resume or work
history to frontdesk@pagosalandcompany.
com. Phone (970)264-5000.
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1,000 SIGN-ON BONUS*

CUSTOMER SERVICE
REPRESENTATIVE

The Pagosa Springs SUN is recruiting for a dynamic, versatile cus-
tomer service representative. This position is required to work at
our office at 457 Lewis Street, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147. Hours 8am
to 4:30pm, Monday through Friday.

Job Responsibilities
Account Management: Support the Advertising Department with account
management activity that’s associated with customers running ads in The
SUN, PREVIEW, special publications and on our digital platforms.
Administrative: Handle postal paperwork, insertion order processing and
payment processing for advertising and subscriptions.
Service: Provide personable, friendly customer service answering phones and
interacting in person with customers that visit the office.
Communication: Serve as a point of contact for internal and external com-
munications. Answer phones, respond to emails and direct inquiries to the
appropriate team members.
Project assistance: Assist with special projects and initiatives as needed.

Requirements
3-5 years of experience working in an office.
Excellent attention to detail and accuracy in data entry.
Strong organizational and time management skills to meet payroll deadlines.
Excellent communication skills on the phone and through all communication
channels.
High level of proficiency in MS Excel and other Microsoft Office applications.

Compensation Range/Benefits
$17-$20/hour depending on experience level.
Eligible for medical, dental and vision benefits on the 1st of the month after
30 days of employment.
Eligible to enroll in the company’s 401 (k) retirement savings on the 1st of the
month after 90 days.
16 days of PTO plus 4-5 paid holidays.
Opportunity for advancement and career growth within the company.

About the Company
O’Rourke Media Group is a fast-growing company that owns and operates
hyper-local, community newspapers, websites, niche publications and a
full-service digital agency. We are family-owned and mission-driven to save
newspapers and local media companies by investing in the people, resources
and technology needed to thrive for many years to come.
O’Rourke Media Group now operates in eight states and 28 markets with 41
publications and hyper-local websites.

*Bonus paid *500 after 90 days and *500 after 6 months.

Send your email or letter of interest directly to
CEO Jim O'Rourke at jorourke@orourkemediagroup.com

The Pagosa Springs SUN

an O’Rourke Media Group company

NOW HIRING:
Furniture Sales
Full time, weekends and holidays required

Product or design experience is a plus; proficient
computer skills, exceptional communication, people
and customer service skills are a must have.

Spend your day creating beautiful spaces and
helping customers furnish their home and life with
comfortable, quality pieces.

The right candidate is motivated, dependable, Starts at 78/hr depending on experience

detail oriented, works well in a team, high level of
professionalism and thrives in building long term
customers through a dynamic service repertoire.

Benefits include health insurance, paid time off,
profit share, discounts and more.

Apply in person at 525 Navajo Trail Drive.

Small Engine Service Tech

Full time, weekends and holidays required

We are looking for reliable, organized, motivated,
team-oriented applicants that enjoy a fast-paced
environment.

Must have experience with outdoor power equipment,
problem solving, self-starting and customer service
oriented.

We are hiring:

Startat $22/hr. depending on experience

Benefits include health insurance, paid time off,
profit share, discounts and more.

Apply in person Monday-Friday
Applications on terrysace.com

Join us in serving our Pagosa community!

We are looking for reliable,

motivated additions to our team!

Full-time and Seasonal

MULTIPLE POSITIONS
MULTIPLE DEPARTMENTS

Starting at $17 per Benefits include
hour, dependent on discounts, paid time off,
experience. profit sharing and more!
Weekends and Apply in person.
holidays required. Applications available
on www.terrysace.com
Terry’s ACE

525 Navajo Trail Dr.

Email us at
classads@pagosasun.com

to submit your classified.
PagosaSUN.com

ELITE RECYCLING AND DISPOSAL,
a division of Bruin Waste Management, LLCis

a rapidly growing organization with services
expanding the Western Slope of Colorado.

We currently have a Class B CDL Driver
Trash Recycle Route Driver position
open. Pay based on experience and includes a
sign-on bonus of $500 payable after 6 months of
accident-free employment.

We offer a competitive benefits package including
amatching 401k Plan with opportunities to

ea safety bonuses. Must be able to pass a pre-
employment drug test.

We are committed to first-class service, where
safety and people are our top priority!

Applications can be picked up at 250 Industrial
Circle in Pagosa Springs, Colorado or call our
office at (970)731-2012 or email ctanner@elite-
recycling.com to request one.

HVAC SERVICE TECHNICIAN — Maintain,
diagnose and repair heating, ventilation and
air conditioning systems in residential appli-
cations. This role involves diagnosing issues,
performing repairs, ensuring systems operate
efficiently, and responding to service calls.
Requirements: 5+ years background in HVAC,
technical skills, Universal EPA certification,
a valid driver’s license with a clean driving
record, excellent communication skills and
customer service skills a must. A company
truck is provided for use. Flexible hours
(M-F availability needed), we do not require
emergency (after hours /weekend) availability.
Opportunity for additional hours if interested
in installation /replacement of systems, etc.
Pay DOE. Please provide resume to office@
areabesthvac.com.

JAND J ENTERPRISES is looking for friendly
and enthusiastic people who are eager to
help customers navigate the wide world of
cannabis. We offer paid sick leave, product
sampling, employee discounts, sales bonuses
and comprehensive on-site training! Must be
21 years of age. A Marijuana Enforcement
Division badge is required to start work. E-mail
your resume to employment@jandjinc.net or
check us out on Indeed.com.

LIKE GUNS OR GUITARS? Come sell them
for us. The San Juan Trading Post is looking
for a sales person. Computer literacy and
ability to lift 45 Ibs. is required. Starting at
$16/ hour, part-time. Stop by in person at 635
San Juan St.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LOOKING FOR LABORERS to help build
fences. Starting wage $20 /hour. Call
(970)264-4447.

LOOKING FOR PART TIME ranch help.
Hours negotiable. Call Hal, (970)264-6938.

MOUNTAIN SPIRITS IS SEEKING customer
service associates. Must be available nights
and weekends. We offer accrued vacation/
personal time, performance -based bonuses
twice a year, and employee discounts. Please
apply in person.

NEWSPAPER REPORTER — We are
searching for a talented reporter to fill a full-
time position in Pagosa Springs, Colorado,
at The Pagosa Springs SUN. Our journalists
are driven to find stories that matter to our
community and are dedicated to fairness, ac-
curacy, and ethics. The successful candidate
for this position is someone who knows how to
cover hard news but also loves to write about
people and their passions. They know that a
good interview is often a good conversation
and know when to ask the tough questions,
but also when to listen. The ideal candidate
has exceptional writing skills and is willing to
put in the extra effort and research to deliver
an engaging story. Preferred qualifications
for this position include: Degree or diploma in
journalism, or a related field; At least 1-3 years
of experience as a reporter with experience
covering hard news and feature stories or
experience at a college newspaper; The ability
to meet tight deadlines and report the news
as it happens; Superior language, writing and
editing skills; Strong photography skills; Able
to work a variety of schedules, including eve-
nings, nights and weekends; Excellent critical
thinking and problem-solving skills; Ability to
work in a fast-paced environment; A valid driv-
er’s license and a reliable vehicle; Willingness
to live in or near Pagosa Springs, Colorado. If
this sounds like the perfect position for you,
we would love to hear from you! To apply,
please send your resume, letter of interest
and relevant samples of your work to Chad
Richardson, Vice President of News, crich-
ardson@orourkemediagroup.com. Company
Benefits: We offer competitive compensation
plans and employees are eligible for medical,
dental, vision, life insurance benefits, paid time
off and our 401 (k) savings plan. This is an
excellent opportunity for career development
and growth within the company O’Rourke
Media Group is a fast-growing company that
owns and operates hyper-local, community
newspapers, websites, niche publications
and a full-service digital agency. We are
family-owned and mission-driven to save
newspapers and local media companies by
investing in the people, resources and technol-
ogy needed to thrive for many years to come.
We believe that every community can benefit
from a well-run, properly resourced, local
newspaper and website. Our News teams pro-
duce hyper-local, high interest local news and
accurate and trustworthy reporting. Our Sales
and Digital Fulfillment teams bring omnichan-
nel advertising solutions to local businesses in
the communities we serve. O’'Rourke Media
Group now operates in nine states and 38
markets with 51 publications and hyper-local
websites. We started from ground zero in De-
cember 2018, totally bootstrapped, confident
and with an entrepreneurial mindset.
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED FOR SALE PETS YARD SALES

NORTH PAGOSA MARATHON is hiring a
full-time cashier nights and weekends. Com-
petitive wages. Please apply in person at 30
N. Pagosa Bivd.

NOW HIRING A SERVICE COUNTER AS-
SISTANT. Computer skills a must. Automotive
experience a plus. PTO and paid Holidays.
Monday —Thursday 7a.m. to 6p.m. Apply in
person at Piedra Automotive, 505 County
Road 600 or email resume to PiedraAuto@
gmail.com.

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL
is hiring a morning and afternoon aid for our
Preschool class. Please contact Molly Sprowle
at (970)398-0064.

OWNERS, THERE ISALONG TERM RENT-
AL SHORTAGE IN PAGOSA SPRINGS. We
have a waiting list for approved tenants. Need
all types of rentals. Call us today for lowest
commission and highest customer service.
All you have to do is wait for your rent check
to come in. We do the rest! Rocky Mountain
Realty & Rentals (970)507-1192.

PAGOSA LIQUOR IS HIRING a full-time
cashier. Please come and apply in person at
30 N. Pagosa Blvd.

PART -TIME BARTENDER. The Keyah
Grande Guest House is seeking a part -time
bartender to join our team. Pay: $16.72 /
hour + tips. Experience: preferred. To apply,
please send your resume to theguesthouse@
keyahgrande.com.

PART-TIME FRONT DESK Opportunity. Are
you friendly, organized, and customer-fo-
cused? We are looking to add a reliable and
enthusiastic member to our team! Shifts may
include a combination of mornings, days,
nights, and weekends. Our front desk is open
8a.m. to 10p.m. daily, including holidays.
Download application at www.pshotsprings.
com or stop by to pick one up. Resumes/
applications can be emailed to: sales@
pshotsprings.com, Attention Front Desk Posi-
tion or dropped off at Healing Waters Resort
& Spa, 140 Hot Springs Blvd.

ROOF LABORER NEEDED with some con-
struction experience. Will train. $20-$25/ hour
to start. (970)749-0830.

DRY FIREWOOD- PINE. Pick up $255 a cord.
Delivery available. Call for prices. Bayfield.
Gabe (970)403-2784.

FIREWOOD DELIVERED. Doug Fir /Pine
mix $250 per cord or $1,400 for 6 cords. Call
or text Kathie, (303)358-6218.

FIREWOOD. Tired of not getting a full cord?
4'x4'x8’, $265 full cord, pine or aspen or
mix. Delivery extra. Just off Piedra and 160.
(970)398-1928.

NEED FIREWOOD? Get a HUGE dump
truck load split and delivered for $600. 1 cord
loads $300. Pine/Fir mix. Contact Dan with
FIRE&ICE at (970)582-0006.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

OWN YOUR OWN BUSINESS IN 2025! Four
year-old profitable Side-by-Side rental busi-
ness with extremely high reviews on Google.
1to 8 Polaris Rzrs, LLC, website, reservation
site, customer list, insured, bonded, licensed,
maintenance and safety gear included. Better
location than any of our competition. Operates
May- Nov. Call or text Ryan (970)946-2409.

SMALL CRANE BUSINESS FOR SALE.
National Crane truck, business, client list, and
all attachments come with business. Inquire
at (970)903-2381.

FOR SALE

2003 SUBARU FORESTER, automatic trans-
mission, 216,200 mi. Good condition. $2,350.
Mechanic records. Text (970)903-9372 for
photos and more info.

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GUNS. We buy for
cash or trade it. No hassle. Licensed, bonded,
insured. San Juan Trading Post, 635 San Juan
St. (970)731-PAWN (7296).

WOODSTOVE, old-fashioned large ‘chateau
-style’ top, Franklin -type doors, with fire grate.
Comes with solid 10" pipe, fireplace tools.
(970)731-4140. $45 OBO.

PETS

ADOPT FROM THE Humane Society. Stop
by or call (970)731-4771. You'll be amazed
at what we have to offer, www.PagosaHu-
mane.org.

DOBERDOODLE PUPPIES FOR SALE. 8
weeks old. Have first shots. 3 boys, 2 girls.
Intelligent, loyal, athletic, hypoallergenic,
strong and protective. Call (970)507-1089
to see them and for an interview. Serious
inquiries only. $300 firm.

DOGGY DAY CARE 81147.COM. Open 365
days of the year! Full day and half day doggy
day care and overnight boarding. Convenient-
ly located just 1 mile from downtown Pagosa.
Call (970)264-9111.

HARD TO GET INTO YOUR GROOMER?
Give me a call. Barb, For Pooch Sakes Mobile
Grooming. (970)903-1290.

AUTOS

1988 FORD F250 XLT Lariat, extended cab.
EF1460. 5 speed manual. 75k miles. $5,000.
(970)398-0100.

2013 TOYOTA RAV4 Limited. Runs and
drives perfectly, 180,000 miles. $9,500. Text
(970)946-6446.

GUARANTEED CREDIT APPROVAL! 4X4
Auto Sales, 21698 Hwy. 160 West, Durango.
(970)385-7940.

YARD SALES

FALL COLOSSAL YARD SALE. 48 Fisher
Court, Saturday and Sunday, October 11 and
12, 8a.m. to 2p.m. Tools, yard equipment,
kitchen items, etc.

NES ESTATE SALE. Saturday and Sunday,
October 11 -12 from 9a.m. -5p.m. Furniture,
kitchen items, canoe, outdoor essentials, exer-
cise equipment and so much more. Don’t miss
this one at 151 Escobar Ave., Pagosa Springs.

REACH TOURISTS COMING TO PAGOSA
SPRINGS with the Pagosa Springs Official
Visitor Guide, winter edition. Promote your
business to your customers in 14,000 copies
of the guide. These will be distributed locally at
The Springs Resort, Walmart, Wyndham, the
visitor center and other area establishments,
at welcome centers throughout Colorado and
mailed to SUN subscribers. View the guide
on pagosasun.com. Deadline for advertising
is October 10, 2025. Distribution of the guide
will begin in November. Call The Pagosa
Springs SUN today for rates and information
at (970)264-2100 or email shari@pagosasun.
com.

COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS FOR LEASE.
1501 W. Hwy 160 #1 and #2. (970)398-5290.

LARGE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL LOT in
Cloman Park. 1.12 acre lot zoned industrial.
Ideal for contractor, storage etc. Utilities are
located in the street. Tenant to verify approved
end use with Archuleta County. Please call
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599.

PAGOSA VALLEY PROPERTIES: Offering
“Aspen Plaza ProSuites” These are Profes-
sional Office Suites available for Long Term
rental from 135 SF to 205 SF, priced from
$465-$669/ month. Also, Large Conference/
Event Room Available. Call (970)889-2022 for
more information.

SECURE AUTOMOBILE STORAGE this
winter. « Flexible Plans: Short-term and
long-term storage options available.c Easy
Access: Access your vehicle whenever you
need. Call us at (720)470-2653 or visit www.
rowfmanagement.com for more information.

ace your classified ad online!
0 TO: PAGOSASUN.COM >> SHOP LOCAL

>> PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD

All classified line ads appear on PagosaSUN.com

Regular categories deadline: Tues., 10 a.m.

Holidays will have alternate deadlines.
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COMMERCIAL FOR RENT

THREE UNITS IN UPTOWN 419, 364, and
1477 sq. ft. Available now. $900 -$2400.
Utilities included. Call Gina (970)880-0910
for more info.

VACATION RENTALS

OWNERS, WE ARE BOOKED UP AND
NEED MORE VACATION RENTAL PROP-
ERTIES! Call us today for lowest commission
and highest customer service. All you have to
do is wait for your rent check to come in. We
do the rest! Rocky Mountain Realty & Rentals
(970)507-1192.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

3 BEDROOM, 1 BATH, downtown, great
views, washer, dryer, 1,250 sq. ft. $2,300.
(970)946-6962.

3 BEDROOM, 2-1/2 BATH furnished home
on acreage in PLPOA. 2 car attached garage.
Pets allowed. Beautiful view. Quiet. Washer
[Dryer [Starlink /PAWS included. $2500.
(308)665-5973.

3/2 MOBILE HOME in Vista. $1,450 per
month. First, last, security. (970)398-0355.

BEAUTIFUL 3 BEDROOM 2 bath home for
rent on acreage with amazing mountain views,
sunsets and direct National Forest access and
only 5 miles down Hwy. 84 from Pagosa. Two
story home with lots of room for the family and
space to work remotely. Hike or bike right
from the front porch. Available September 1.
$3,000 per month and includes utilities except
propane. Don’t miss this opportunity to rentan
amazing Pagosa property which includes an
unoccupied chicken coop and greenhouse.
Call or text (970)398-0573 for more details.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED 2 BEDROOM,
2 bath, 1 car garage townhome. All utilities
included This is an 8 month rental which runs
October through May of 2026.Call Team
Pagosa

(970)731-8599 or visit teampagosa.com.

CABIN ON APEACEFUL 5 acre lot. Close to
town and amenities off a paved public road.
2 full bedrooms with a bedroom loft above. 2
full bathrooms. 2 car garage with an attached
garage for storage. City water. Perfect for
mid term or long term rental. Can be rented
furnished. $2,800. Call (719)510-1984.

DOWNTOWN OLDER 3 BEDROOM 3 bath
home. One small dog allowed. Available for
viewing with appointment. Call (970)731-
8599 or visit teampagosa.com to view home.
Available around September 10.

DOWNTOWN PAGOSA SPRINGS APART-
MENT for Rent. Modern 2 -bedroom, Energy
Star Efficient — Brand new build. Available
now — 7 month lease $1,800. No smokers,
no pets. (720)470-2653.

DOWNTOWN UNITS FOR RENT. New 3
bedroom, 2 bath unit. Granite countertops,
all appliances and utilities included. Porch
and patio. $2000/ month. (318)347-6100.

LONG TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE. Call
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599, 117 Navajo
Trail Dr., pagosaspringsrealty.com.

NEWLY REMODELED 3 BEDROOM, 2 bath
home, 1 car garage located uptown. One dog
allowed under 50 Ibs. with monthly pet rent.
Nice wooded lot on a cul -de -sac. $2,150/
month. Available now. Call Team Pagosa,
(970)731-8599, or visit teampagosa.com to
take a look.

PANORAMIC VIEWS. OFF-GRID, one bed-
room cabin in Cabezon Canyon near Chimney
Rock National Monument. AWD required in
winter, full bath. $895 per month plus utilities.
(970)883-2600.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

QUIET 1 PLUS BEDROOM, simply furnished
cabin, 7 miles west of City Market. Water
-hauling vehicle needed. $900 per month
plus utilities plus (first, last, security, utilities
deposits). No smoking /pets. (970)731-5098.

REACH TOURISTS COMING TO PAGOSA
SPRINGS with the Pagosa Springs Official
Visitor Guide, winter edition. Promote your
business to your customers in 14,000 copies
of the guide. These will be distributed locally at
The Springs Resort, Walmart, Wyndham, the
visitor center and other area establishments,
at welcome centers throughout Colorado and
mailed to SUN subscribers. View the guide
on pagosasun.com. Deadline for advertising
is October 10, 2025. Distribution of the guide
will begin in November. Call The Pagosa
Springs SUN today for rates and information
at (970)264-2100 or email shari@pagosasun.
com.

SADDLE MOUNTAIN TOWNHOME For
Lease off North Pagosa near Village Lake
and rec center. 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath with 2
car garage. $2550 per month includes H20/
Sewer/snow removal. Text (512)626-8499.

SEEKING RESPONSIBLE, GROUNDED
ROOMMATE for home 10 miles down 84.
Furnished room, most utilities included, $700
per month. Passive solar home does require
awood fire in the morning. Ideal for someone
who wants quiet atmosphere or who works
from home. Other roommate travels, is a pro-
fessional, and is rarely at home. No smoking,
no pets. (970)946-2728.

SWEET UNFURNISHED 3 BEDROOM, 2
bath, 2 car garage home.Pets allowed. Call
Team Pagosa (970)731-8599 or visit teampa-
gosa.com. Available around October 1, 2025.

THREE BEDROOM, TWO BATH CONDO on
Lake Hatcher. $2,650 per month plus utilities,
available January. (720)333-1622.

RESIDENTIAL RENTALS

UNFURNISHED SWEET 3 BEDROOM, 2
bath, 2 car garage home located in Pagosa
Lakes. Just up the street from the Rec.
Center and all up -town amenities. Sorry no
pets. $2,400 /month. Available October 10th.
Call Team Pagosa, (970)731-8599, or visit
teampagosa.com to take a look.

HOMES FOR SALE

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Buying or Selling?

Call Marcie Lewis
(970) 759-8672

@

MarcielLewis.com

3% FINANCING AVAILABLE for qualified
buyers on this 2 BR home on 1.9 acres,
plus a guest house, mature gardens and
greenhouse. Home has power, permitted
septic, cistern, and well. All appliances and
furnishings included. Call Peggy Andrews,
Independent Broker (970)946-0473 for more
information. $299,000. MLS# 824849.

FULLY FURNISHED 2/2 CONDO beautifully
remodeled and appointed in quiet area, huge
mountain and lake views, STRs allowed.
$349,900 Peggy Andrews Independent Bro-
ker, (970)946-0473.

HOMES FOR SALE

REACH TOURISTS COMING TO PAGOSA
SPRINGS with the Pagosa Springs Official
Visitor Guide, winter edition. Promote your
business to your customers in 14,000 copies
of the guide. These will be distributed locally at
The Springs Resort, Walmart, Wyndham, the
visitor center and other area establishments,
at welcome centers throughout Colorado and
mailed to SUN subscribers. View the guide
on pagosasun.com. Deadline for advertising
is October 10, 2025. Distribution of the guide
will begin in November. Call The Pagosa
Springs SUN today for rates and information
at (970)264-2100 or email shari@pagosasun.
com.

LAND/ BUILDING SITES

MOUNTAIN VIEWS, MEADOWS. Unique
high elevation and complete privacy. 5.6 acres
bordering national forest, (970)769-3588
blancoretreat@gmail.com. $450K.

TWO ADJACENT 5ACRES LOTS. Available
Separately. Meadows 4. Details at www.
BLANCA257.com. Scott (970)731-4421 or
fscott409@outlook.com.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertised in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing act of 1968
which makes it illegal to advertise "any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, or national origin, or an intention, to make
such preference, limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of
the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity basis.







